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FROCUKDBtiS  AND  DEBATES 


THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

AT  THE  THIRD  SESSION  OF  THE  ELBVENTH  CONGBESS,  BEGUN  AT  THE  CITT  OP' 
WASHINQTON,  HOHDAT,  DECEMBER  »,  ISIO. 


MoHDAT,  December  3, 1810. 

The  third  «e»ioD  of  the  eleretilh  Coogresi, 

eODformnblr  lo  the  ConttiiatioD  of  GorerDment 

of  the  United  SiateB,  commeoced  this  day  ;  tod 

the  SeDBte  taaembled  Kt  the  City  of  WuhiDgtoD. 

PBsaBHT : 

Nicholas  Qiejiaii  and  Cbailii  Cirm,  from 
New  Hampahir*. 

CsAOHCBY  OoosRioH  and  BAMon.  W.  Dama, 
from  CoDaecticnt. 

JoKATBiN  RoBinaoif,  fiom  Vermont. 

Obaduii  Qeuiam,  from  Haw  York. 

Michael  Lbib,  from  PetmajrWaBia. 

ODTfiKBSiDGE  HoaaBT,  from  Delaware. 

Samdbl  Smith,  from  Marfland. 

WiLUAH  B.  QtLBK,  from  VinriBia. 

JoBN  Oaillabd,  from  Soalh  Caroliaa. 

William  H.  Cbawtobd  and  Cbablm  Tait, 
from  Oeorgia. 

JoBX  PoFB,  from  KeDtuckf. 

Albxaxdbx  Caupbili^  from  Ohio. 

JoMM  Qaillahb,  Preudent  pro  Umpore,  re- 
•nmed  the  Ctiair. 

The  Hamber  of  Benators  preietit  not  beias 
BQffieient  to  eoniiitnte  a  qoorom,  the  Senate  ad- 
jonraed. 

ToEBQAT,  December  4. 

JoflM  Lahbbbt,  from  the  Bute  of  New  Jeraey, 
Elisba  Matbb««ox,  from  tbe  State  of  Rhode 
Irlaod,  and  Pbilip  Rebd,  from  the  Stale  of  Ma- 
ryland, HTeraUy  attanded. 

The  eredeatitb  of  Cbablbh  Cutts,  appointed 
a  Senator  by  the  Legiriatorc  of  the  State  of  New 
Hampthire,  io  elaee  of  Nahnra  Parker,  Etq.,  re- 
■igned;  alio,  or  Sjlnobl  W.  D  ah  a,  appointed  a 
Senator  by  the  Legislatan  of  tbe  State  of  Con- 
oecticat,  m  place  of  htaet  Hillboase,  Esq,  re- 
aigned,  were  wverally  read;  tnd  tbe  oath  re- 
quired b;  law  wta,  b^  the  Pbebidedt,  adminis- 
tered to  tbem,  respect! rely. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  Bcquaial  thi 
Home  of  Repreaentatirei  that  a  quorum  of  the 
Senate  it  atiembled  and  ready  to  proceed  to 
bBiiaesa. 

Ordered,  That  Hattra.  Smitb,  of  Marytand, 


and  GtLMAR,  be  a  committee  on  tbe  part  of  the 
Senate,  together  with  auch  committee  aa  may 
be  appointed  by  tbe  Houieof  RepresentatlTaaon 
their  part,  to  wait  on  tba  Preiideat  of  the  United 
Staiei  and  notify  him  that  a  qnornm  of  the  two 
House!  is  assembled  and  ready  to  receive  any 
commnnieation*  that  ha  may  be  pleated  to  make 

them. 

A  metsBge  from  the  House  of  BapreaeatatiTae 
informed  the  Senale  that  a  quorum  of  (he  House 
of  Reoteseniativea  is  anembled  and  ready  to 
proeeea  to  businesi.  The  House  of  Represent^' 
tirei  baro  appointed  a  committee  on  their  parL 
jointly,  with  such  committee  ai  may  ba  apptMaled 
on  the  part  of  tbe  Senate,  to  wait  od  tbe  Pres^ 
d«B(  of  the  Uoiied  Btatea  and  noiify  him  that  a 
quorum  of  the  two  Honsea  ia  aasembted  and 
ready  to  reeeire  any  commuDications  that  he 
may  ba  pleaied  to  make  to  them. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland, 

AmdIvmI,  That  each  Senator  be  lapplied,  d«- 
ing  the  present  seasioD,  with  three  sncK  newspa- 
pers printed  iu  any  of  the  States  as  be  may 
choose,  provided  that  the  same  be  ftirniihed  at 
the  nsnal  rate  for  the  annual  charge  of  such  pa- 
pers; and  provided,  also,  that  it  any  Seaaloi 
shall  choose  to  take  any  newspapers  other  than 
daily  papers,  he  shall  be  supplieo  w.ith  as  many 
such  papers  as  shall  not  exceed  the  price  of  three 
daily  papers. 

On  motion^y  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland, 

Resolved,  Ttat  James  Maibers,  Sergeant-ai- 
Arma  end  Doorkeeper  to  the  Senate,  be,  and  he 
i*  hereby,  authorized  to  employ  one  auistaat  and 
two  horses,  for  tbe  purpose  of  performing  such 
serriceE  is  are  nsnally  required  by  the  Door- 
keeper to  tbe  Senate;  and  that  the  sum  of  twenty- 
eight  dollars  be  allowed  bim  weekly  for  that  pui>- 
pose,  lo  commeoce  with,  and  remain  during  the 
session,  and  for  twenty  days  after. 

Mr.  Smitr,  of  MarjrlBnd,  submitted  tbe  fol- 
lowing raoiion  for  eonaideration : 

Ketobtd,  That  two  Cbaplaini^  of  diflhent  deneml. 
nati«i>)  b«  sppointsd  to  CongreiA  during  the  praasnt 
•MNon,  one  by  eieb  Honaa,  wbo  shall  intMWianga 
\wtM.j. 
I     Mr.  Oilbb  preaented  the  petition  of  larkin 
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Bmith,  Collector  of  lh«  District  of  Norfolk  and 
Porlimouth,  in  Virginia,  pra^ring  BddiiioDal  com- 
^DMlion,  for  reaioos  tialed  at  large  in  bis  peti- 
■tioa ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  lo  a  select 
committee  to  coDsider  and  report  thereon;  and 
Mesirs.  Giles,  CsAwroBD,  and  Lecb,  were  ap- 
ipointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  SuiTB,  of  Maryland,  reported  from  the 
'    L  thef  haa  waited         ''  ~ 


Fretideol  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the 
Pretideat  inforined  the  committee  that  hewoirid 
iDHlie  a  coromuDicaiioa  to  the  two  Huases  lo- 
CQorTow,  at  12  o'clock- 
Mr.  SmitBj  of  MarvlBod,  gave  notice  that,  lo- 
norrow,  he  should  ask  leare  to  brins;  in  a  bill  to 
suspend  the  second  section  of  the  "Act  snppte- 
mentarf  to  the  act,  entitled  <An  act  regulatiqg 
foieign  coins,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Weprbsdat,  December  5. 

TmoTHT  PiCMBiKQ,  from  the  State  of 
ohiuetta,  and  Btbphbk   R.  BRibLET,  from  the 
Sute  of  Vermont,  aeTer»lly  atlonded. 

PRESIDENrS  ANNUAL  MESSAGE. 

The  fallowing  Meange  was  recetred  from  tha 
PaEBiniNT  OP  THE  Uif  iTED  Stateb  : 
FtUow^tixen*  of  the  Senate 

and  Haii*t  of  Btpmrniatha  .■ 

Tha  embafissnnenla  which  ht»e  prsTsUed  in  om 
li)t«ign  relatious,  and  *o  much  employed  the  delibera- 
tions of  Congtesi,  make  it  >  prunary  duty  in  meeting 
you  to  communicste  whaterer  M«y  haTB  oocurred  in 
thit  branch  af  onr  national  aSUrs. 

Theactof  th«  Is^  .BWonofOongrBwooaeenHns 
tba  conuBireial  intcnonna  between  the  Unitad  States 
■nd  Qreat  Britain  and  Ftanoe,  and  (hair  depenaan- 
eiea,  haTtng  inTitad,  in  a  new  fcrm,  a  terminatian  of 
Umit  edic»  against  onr  neutral  cODimerce;  eopiea  of 
the  ad  were  immadialely  fiKwardad  lo  oni  Miuialers 
tx  London  and  Paris,  with  a  Tisw  that  ila  object  migbt 
be  within  the  early  attenUoa  of  the  French  and  Bnt- 
Uil  GoTcmtaenta. 

By  tha  catamunication  recited  throagb  out  Hinia* 
(ei  ftt  Psiis.  it  appealed  that  a  knowledge  of  the  aet 
bi  the  French  GoTemment  was  followed  by  a  dedar- 
sUon  that  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  were  reToked, 
■nd  would  cease  to  have  effect  on  ihe  firal  day  of  No- 
Tember  eoimng.  The«B  being  the  only  known  edicts 
of  France  within  the  description  of  the  act,  sad  the 
revocation  of  them  being  such  that  they  cesaed  at  Uist 
d«ts  to  Tiolete  oar  neutiij  commerce,  the  fact,  as  pre- 
•cribed  by  Imw,  was  announced  by  a  pfoclamation, 
Iwaring  date  the  second  day  of  NoTsmber. 

It  would  have  well  accorded  with  the  coociliBtory 
views  indicated  by  tMs  proceeding  on  the  p&rt  of 
Prance,  to  have  extended  them  to  all  the  grounds  of 
hut  eomplsint  which  now  remein  unadjusted  with  the 
Dnited  State*.  It  was  paiticnlariy  anticipated  that, 
«■  a  further  evidence  of  just  dispositions  towards 
them,  restora^n  would  kave  been  immediately  made 
of  tha  property  of  otlr  oitiiena,  aeiied 
^katian  of  tha  prinuple  of  reprisals, 
'    V  mMonstruction  of  tiie  law  of  the  United  Sutea. 


the  subject  of  the  act  has  been  recelred.  To  a 
communication,  from  our  Minister  st  London,  of  a 
ation,  by  the  French  GoTemmenI,  of  ita  Bariin 
and  Milan  decrees,  it  was  answered,  that  the  British 
system  would  be  relinquished  aa  eoon  as  the  repeal  of 
the  French  decraea  should  have  actually  taken  effect, 
and  the  commerce  of  neutral  nation*  have  been  re- 
Btored  to  the  condition  in  which  it  stood  preiionsly  to 
the  pTomnlgstion  of  those  decreea.  Thu  pledge,  tX- 
though  it  doea  not  necessarily  import,  doea  not  ez- 
dude,  the  intEMiott  of  rtllaqoiriiiitg,  along  with  the 
Orders  in  Conndl,  the  practice  of  thoM  novd  Mod- 
adee,  which  have  a  like  effect  of  interrupting  enr  neu* 
tral  commerce :  and  this  further  justice  to  the  United 
Statea  is  the  rather  to  be  looked  for,  inasmuch  aa  the 
blockades  in  qneetion,  being  not  more  contrary  1«  the 
ealabliahed  law  of  nations  than  inoonRstant  with  the 


plea  of  retaliation,  aOegad  a*  the  baais  of  the  Orders 
m  CoonciL  Under  the  modiflcation  of  the  original 
ordeia  of  November,  IS07,  into  tha  orders  of  April, 
1S09,  there  is,  indeed,  acarccly  s  nominal  distiuctioD 
between  the  ordei*  and  the  bbckadee.  One  of  thoes 
illegitimate  blockades,  bearing  daXe  in  May,  1806,  tiaT> 
ing  been  eipreaaty  avowed  to  be  ■till  unrescinded,  and 
lo  be,  in  e^ct,  comprehended  in  the  Ordere  in  Coun- 
cil, waa  too  distinctiy  brought  within  the  purview  ot 
ihe  act  ef  CoagrMa  not  te  be  comprehended  in  the 
explanation  of  the  requiaitea  to  a  -eomplianee  with  it. 
The  British  Oovanunent  was  accoidipgly  appriaed  by 
our  Minister  near  it,  that  such  was  the  ligfat  in  whidi 
the  subject  was  to  be  lagarded. 

On  the  oAar  important  subjects  depending  between 
the  United  fitatae  and  that  Government,  no  progreaa 
has  beea  made  &oa  which  an  early  and  eatia&ctory 
raenlt  can  be  relied  on. 


tnined  lo  a  lamovsl  of  dotd)ts  which  may  occur  ic 
ezpositioD,  and  of  difficulties  in  the  execntiou,  of  Ae 
act  ^lore  cited. 

The  commerce  of  tiie  Unitad  States  with  the  north 
of  Europe,  heretofore  mneh  vexed  by  beantimia  cmi' 
■en,  puticululj  under  the  Danish  flag,  haa  tatterij 
been  visited  with  fresh  and  ezleneiTe  depredationa. 
The  measures  pursued  in  behslf  ofoor  injured  citi- 
.  not  having  obtained  justice  for  them,  a  Airther 
and  more  fbrmal  inlerpodtionwith  the  Daniah  Govern- 
ment is  contemplated.  The  principlea  which  have 
been  maintained  by  that  Oovemment  in  relation  to 
nentral  oomtneroe,  and  the  friendly  profeasions  of  His 
Danish  Msjeety  towards  the  United  Ststes,  an  valu*. 
bla  pledgee  in  &voi  of  a  sneciswfnl  issue. 

Among  the  events  glowing  out  of  ths  slate  of  the 
Bpuish  monaNby,  ear  attontioa  wm  imperiooalj  at- 
tracted to  the  change  developing  iteolf  in  that  pertioii  of 
West  Florida  which,  though  of  right  appertaining  (o 
Ihe  United  Statee,  had  lemainsd  in  the  possession  of 
Spsin,  awaiting  Ihe  tasult  of  aegotiations  ta  ita  actual 
delireryto tbem.  TbeSpani^autbari^waaBubvorted, 
and  a  iltaation  produced  expeaing  the  country  to  ult«- 
rioT  events  which  might  eauntially  affect  the  righta  aod 
welfare  of  tiie  Union.  In  such  a  conjuncture  I  did 
not  delay  tha  inleipoiition  required  for  the  oeenfvtcf 
oir  the  territory  weal  of  the  river  Pcrdido,  to  which  ^ 
title  of  the  United  Btatea  extends,  and  lo  which  the 
lawa  prondad  for  Ihe  Territory  of  Orleans  are  applica- 
ble.    With  this  view,  the  pradamalwn,  of  which   a 
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oepr  i(  Ufd  befbra  yoii,  wu  conSdsd  lo  tba  Qtnvcxtot 
«f  uul  Tsnitoiy,  to  be  carried  into  aSeot.  The  le- 
■galitf  ud  DeeauitT  «f  the  coune  pnraned,  unin  ma 
of  the  bTOrabh)  bght  in  which  it  wiil  preeent  ilaelf  to 
the  Lcgiilttnte,  uid  of  the  promptitade  with  which 
tbar  will  lapplj  wtutevei  prorinoai  ma;  be  due  to 
the  eeeentiil  rigfale  anil  eqolteble  iataiMti  of  the  peo- 
^  thm  brought  into   the  boeoin  of  the  Amencaa 

Our  maXj  with  the  Powen  of  Bubuj,  with  the 
eiceptioD  of  e  Tecent  occurrence  at  Toiu*,  sf  which 
an  ciplanatioa  i»  jnit  leceiTed,  appeara  to  hare  been 
nniDtermpted,  and  to  bsT*  become  moie  firmtj  eatab- 

BdMd. 

With  the  Indian  tiibee,  alio,  the  peace  and  fiiend- 
■Up  of  Ibe  Unitwl  Slate*  are  Aond  to  be  eo  eligible 
that  the  general  diipautian  to  prei«rT«  both  continnee 
ta  gaiti  atiength. 

I  feel  particulu  ■atfaftctiOn  in  remsrtdng  Aat  an 
interior  view  of  out  conntr;  prsMnta  ub  with  gratefdl 
j^oobof  itainbitantiAl  andincrcanng  prosparitj.  To 
a  thriving  agricalture,  and  th>  impraiementa  related 
to  it,  ii  added  a  highly  iatereating  eitsniion  at  oieful 
jnanufaclurei,  the  combined  product  of  probuional 
oecnpalidiu  and  of  honiehold  induatry.  Such,  indeed, 
u  the  eiperience  of  economj,  a<  wcU  a>  of  poUcj,  in 
theae  ■abctitutea  for  anppliei,  heretofore  obtained  bj 
Jbisign  commeice,  that,  in  a  national  riew,  the  change 
ia  jnatlj  regarded  ai,  of  ilieli;  more  than  a  re«MBp«DM 
fbr  thoae  privation*  and  ioaaei,  remlting  from  foreign 
injvatice,  which  A]mi*h«d  the  general  impolie  re- 
quired  fbr  it*  accompliihment.  How  for  it  may  be  ei- 
pedient  to  gaard  the  infancy  of  thi*  improvement  ia, 
the  diatribntion  of  Jibor  by  regulation*  of  the  com- 
merdal  tariff  i*  a  mtrject  whiili  eaoDOt  Ul  to  anggeet 
ilaelf  lo  yonr  patriotic  reflectioiki. 

It  will  reel  with  the  eonaideratioii  of  Congreia,  alao, 
irhedier  a  provident,  aa  well  u  fair  encoungeinen^ 
would  not  be  given  to  onr  navigation  bj  inch  regula- 
tion* u  would  place  it  on  a  level  of  competition  with 
jbreign  veeaela,  parlicniarlj  in  trtniporting  the  impor- 
tant and  bnlliy  productioii*  of  onr  own  aoil.  The  {*il- 
nre  of  equality  and  reciprocity  in  the  extating  regnla- 
tioD*  on  thia  anligect  operatea,  in  oni  port*,  a*  a  pre- 
minm  to  foreign  competil<si ;  and  the  ine^veniwiee 
mnat  increaaa  aa  Ihaae  may  be  multiplied,  under  more 
hvor^le  ciieuQialaiicee,  by  the  more  than  eounler- 
vultng  encourtgamenla  notr  given  them  by  the  lawa 
of  th«r  teapective  countriaa. 

Whikt  it  ii  nnivenally  adtnitted  that  a  well  in- 
■tructed  people  alone  can  be  permanently  a  free  peo- 
ple, and  wbile  it  ia  evident  that  the  meani  of  difiuiing 
and  imploring  uaefhl  knowledge  form  *o  amaQ  a  pro- 
portion of  the  expenditure*  tbr  national  purpose*,  I 
cannot  preinme  it  to  be  unaeaaonable  to  invite  your 
attention  to  the  advantage*  of  euperadding  to  the 
mean*  of  educaUon,  prorided  by  the  Beveral  atalai,  a 
seminary  of  learning,  inMilnled  by  the  National  Legi*- 
'lalnre,  within  the  limit*  o(  their  exelnaive  Juriadictian, 
the  expense  of  which  might  be  defrayed  or  reim'buraed 
•out  of  the  vaoant  gronndi  whieh  have  acemed  to  the 
nation  within  those  limita. 

Bach  an  inititulion,  thangh  local  in  its  legal  char- 
acter, would  bci  nniven al  in  it*  beneficial  e&eta.  By 
cnlightaning  the  opiniona,  by  expanding  Ihe  patriot- 
ino,  and  by  aaaimilatiag  the  principle*,  Ihe  aenti- 
menta,  and  the  manner*,  of  thoae  who  might  reiort  to 
thia  temple  of  acience,  to  ba  [edi*tributed,iudae  time, 
through  every  part  of  the  commiuitj,  iource*  of  jeal- 


onay  and  prejudice  would  be  diminiahed,  the  ffeUnra* 
of  national  character  would  be  multiplied,  and  greater 
extent  given  to  •ocial  harmony.  But,  above  all,  ■  weB 
conatituted  seminary,  in  the  centre  of  the  nation,  ia 
recommended  by  Ihe  conaideration  Ihat  the  addition^ 
instruction  emanating  from  it  would  coBtitbate  not 
leia  to  stiengtben  the  fbondationB  than  to  adorn  dw 


Among  the  commercial  abnse*  atill  committed  under 
Ihe  American  flag,  and  leaving  in  fine*  my  former  ref- 
erence to  thit  aobject,  it  appeara  that  American  eiti- 
len*  are  InaO-nmental  in  earning  on  a  traffic  in  en- 
^ved  Africana,  equally  in  violation  of  the  lavr*  of 
humanity,  and  in  defiance  of  those  of  Iheir  own  coun- 
try. The  aame  just  and  benerolent  motive*  which 
prodtteed  the  interdiction  in  fbrce  againet  tiiis  criminal 
conduct,  win  doobtles*  be  fait  by  Gongrsaa  in  devinn^ 
further  mean*  of  luppresaing  the  evil. 

In  the  midst  of  Dnceitainties  necaesarily  connected 
with  tiie  great  interest*  of  the  United  States,  prudenoa 
require*  a  continuance  of  our  defensive  and  preeau- 
tionaty  arrangement.  The  Secretary  of  War  and 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  wiL  aubmit  the  statements  and 
estimate!  which  may  aid  Congress  in  their  ensuing 
provisions  br  the  land  and  naval  flnee*.  Tht  *tat«> 
ment*  of  the  latter  will  include  a  view  of  Ihe  transfers 
of  approprialion*  in  the  naval  expenditurea,  and  tha 


r  the  defence  of  our  muitima 
1  PToseeuted  according  to  the  plan 
The  works,  with  soma  excepbims, 
e  completed,  and  fbruished  with  or6nance.    Thoee 
r  the  security  of  the  Atj  of  New  York,  though  fcr 
mpletion,  will  require  a  ffaitber 


fVontter  have  been  n 


advanced  towards  c 


time  and  appropriation.    Thi*  is  the  case  with  a  few 
others,  either  not  completed,  or  in  need  of  repairs. 

The  improvements,  in  quali^  and  quantity,  mad* 
in  the  mannlhctMte  of  eaniwa  and  of  miaU  arms,  both 
at  the  poblio  armories  and  private  Aetwies,  wamat 
additional  confldcnea  in  Ihe  conpetancy  of  Ihaae  n- 
sourcss  for  supplying  the  public  axigeneies. 

These  preparation*  for  arming  the  militia  harinc 
thus  lar  provided  for  one  of  the  olgecl*  contemplated 
by  the  power  veated  in  Congress  with  reqied  to  that 
great  bulwark  of  the  public  satc^,  it  ia  in  thur  con- 
sideration whether  Ihrthar  provisions  are  not  requisita 
fbr  the  other  contemplated  abjacis  of  organiiatian  and 
discipline.  To  give  to  this  great  masa  of  physical  and 
moral  force  the  efficianqr  which  it  merits  and  ia  cxfrn,- 
Ue  of  reoaiving ,  it  is  indispansable .  that  thay  iiioold 
be  instructed  and  practiaad  in  the  nilas  by  wUch  tluT' 
are  to  be  govemeo.  Towards  an  accomplishmant  oS 
thia  impoitaaL  work,{  raeomqMtid  br  tho  cooshlstap 
tion  of  Congress  the  expadieocy  of  instituting  a  as- 
tern whkJi  Aall,  in  Ihe  first  Inslaneo,  call  into  the  IMd. 
at  the  public  expense,  and  for  a  aivan  time,  eertain 
portion*  «f  the  o 
oScars.  The  ins 
wonld  gradually  diffiise  throngli  the  aalin  body  of  tha 
militia  that  practical  knowledge  and  pcomptiMdo  be 
activB  aarvico  whidt  *»  the  great  ends  to  bo  pnrsDsd. 
Experience  has  left  no  doubt,  either  of  the  nscesal:^ 
or  of  the  eScat^  of  competent  military  skill  in  ihoae 
portion*  of  an  army,  in  fitting  it  for  the  final  duties 
which  it  may  have  to  petfbrm. 

The  corps  of  engineers,  with  the  Hilitaiy  Acadosy, 
■ra  entitled  lo  the  sariy  attention  of  Cmgress.  Th* 
buildings  at  the  ««at  fixed  by  law  for  tha  piaaent 
academy  are  ao  &r  in  decay  as  not  to  afioid  the  nooas- 
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oMunieaded  prindpallj  wiLb  t  view  to  a  mora  enlugvd 
«nltiTation  ind  diStuian  of  tbs  idTuitagei  of  inch 
inatitatioDi,  by  pToriding;  profeBionhijM  for  til  the 
naccMuy  bnndiM  of  mijitery  inilraclioa,  lod  bj  the 
octabluhnieDt  of  an  additioDal  academjr  at  the  Seat  of 
Ga*ernm*ut  oi  ekawhere.  The  meana  by  which  vu, 
••  w^  Sot  defiuics  as  for  ofience,  are  now  eairied  oi^ 
muler  then  achooU  of  the  mora  adentific  oparationa 
an  indiipoiuable  partof  01017  adeaaataajateiiu  Evea 
MDOng  naliona  whoas  largo  atandiDg  anoiea  and  fre- 
quent wan  aSard  ever;  other  oppoitnnitj  of  inatmc- 
^D,  theae  eatabliBhmenta  are  Fbunil  to  ba  indi«pena- 
able  fbi  the  due  aCtainmant  of  the  branehea  of  nulitat7 
•dence  which  nqniro  a  rogalar  conna  of  atndj  and 
•zpeTiinanL  In  a  GeTarninent  happily  withoot  the 
ether  (^portnnitiea,  Mininarioa,  wheie  the  etenentaij 
jnindplea  of  the  art  of  wai  can  be  taught  without  ao- 
tnal  war,  and  without  the  expenaa  of  extentiTO 
atanding  axmiea,  have  the  precioni  adTantage  of  .  _ 
ting  an  eaaential  pieparatiou  againit  eitemal  danger, 
witii  a  acrupnloua  regard  to  inUmal  aafely.  In  no 
otter  way,  ^bably,  can  a  proTlaion  of  equal  effici 
lor  the  putdic  defence  be  made  at  ao  little  expenae, 
more  comirtently  with  the  public  liberty. 

The  receipta  into  the  Treaanry  during  the  year  end- 
ing on  the  30th  of  September  laat,  (and  amountitig  to 
more  than  eight  miltiona  and  a  half  of  dollara)  have 
«xoeeded  the  current  eipenaea  of  Govemmant,  inclnd- 
ing  the  interest  on  the  public  debt.  For  tbe  purpoae 
of  reimbuning,  at  tbe  end  of  the  year,  three  milliona 
aeven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollara  of  tbe  prin- 
dpal,  a  loan,  aa  anthoriied  by  law,  had  been  negotiated 
to  that  amount;  but  bai  ^nca  bean  reduced  to  ' 
millions  aeven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dolli 
the  reduc^on  being  permitted  by  tbe  state  of  tbe 
TreaauTy,  in  which  there  will  be  a  balance  remaining 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  eilimated  at  two  miltiona  of 
dirilara.  For  the  probable  Tooeipts  of  the  next  year, 
and  other  detalia,  I  refar  to  atatementa  which  will  be 
tranamitted  fhun  the  TreaaUTy,  end  which  will  enable 
Tou  tn  jiiflgr  irhatfnrttinTprrrriiimiTnnj-bminriiwiij 
nt  the  eniuing  yean. 

BeaBning  for  futnra  oceaMons,  in  the  conne  of  tiie 
■esaion,  whatever  oAer  eommunicationa  may  claim 
yonr  attention,  I  close  the  preaent,  by  eipreasing  my 
reliance,  under  the  bleaaing  of  Divine  Ptoridenee,  on 
the  judgment  and  patriotism  which  will  guide  your 
meuurta,  at  a  period  pertknlarlj  calling  for  united 
eooncila,  and  inflexiUe  exertioiu,  for  the  welfare  of 


Wiaat 

The  Mtastge  ud  documents  ihereia  referred 
to  were  irid,  and  fire  hniidred  copiea  thereof  01- 
d«red  to  be  printed  for  the  uic  of  the  Senate. 

Btr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  aiked  and  obtained 
leave  to  bring  ia  a  bill  to  inspeiid  the  Mcood 
section  of  the  act,  eotiiled  "  An  act  regulating 
foreign  coins,  and  for  other  parposes ;"  and  the 
bill  was  read,  aod  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Hr.  OiLBB  presented  the  petition  of  the  Presi- 
dent, Directors,  and  Company,  of  the  Farmers' 
Bank  of  Alexandria,  praying  a  charter  of  ineor- 
jHiration,  for  reason*  staled  at  larze  in  the  peii- 
tion;  which  was  read,Bnd  ordered  to  lie  for  coD- 
sideiatioD. 


Thdbsdat,  December  ft. 
The  number  of  Seiutori  preaent  not  beiof 
snfficient  to  aoaslitBta  a  quoitim,  the  8*iMt«  a£ 
joarned. 

Fsiiur,  December  7. 

JoBiPH  Andibboh,  from  tbe  Slate  of  Tenaei- 
see,  attended. 

The  bill  to  snspend  the  second  aeetion  of  the 
acL  entitled  "An  act  regulating  foreign  coin^ 
and  for  other  pnrposei;"  was  read  the  second 
lime,  and  referred  to  a  selecE  committee,  to  con* 
lider  and  report  tbereon ;  and  Messrs.  Smith,  of 
Maryland,  Crawfobd,  and  Dana,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motioa  made  on  the 
4ih  instant,  for  the  appointment  of  Chaplaini; 
and  the  fortiieT  eonsideralion  thenof  was  post- 
poned until  Monday  next. 

On  UKition,  by  Mr.  Qiua, 

SetolKd,  Thataomnchof  theMewageoflhePierfr 
dent  of  the  Unileit  Statea  as  concerns  the  relatione 
between  the  United  States  and  Prance  and  Great 
Britain,  with  tbe  accompuiying  doctuneuts,  be  rvfinred 
to  a  aeleof  committee  to  examine  and  report  thereon 
to  the  Senate,  end  that  the  committee  have  leave  to 
report  by  bill,  bills,  or  othenriae. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.GiLEa,  CRAWPoa»,An- 
DER80N,  QoonRioH,  and  Pope,  he  tbe  committee. 

The  following  motion  was  submitted  fay  Mr. 
Giles ; 

Stsohed,  ThatMaudtoftheUnatgeoTthnPrM- 
denl  of  the  United  Statea,  «•  relates  to  tbe  ocenpation 
of  that  part  of  Weal  Florida  which  ia  inolnded  within 
the  boundariea  described  by  the  treaty  far  the  aoquiair 
tion  of  liOuisiana,  with  the  accompanying  docamente, 
be  referred  to  a  aelect  committea,  with  ioatmctioiM  t» 
ixamine  the  same,  and  report  thereon  to  llie  Senate  ; 
md  that  the  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  UU, 
bills,  or  olherwiae. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  until  Monday  next. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Marylnnd, 

Saohed,  ThatsomuchofthflMesaageofthePreai- 
deut  of  the  United  Btates,  aa  relates  to  tb.e  corps  of 
engineers  and  Military  Academy,  be  rgftrred  to  a  se- 
lect committee,  to  report  by  toll,  bills,  or  otherwira. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Suite  of  Maryland 
QiLUAN,  BraolsT)  PicsBBiHO,  and  Rebd,  be  tb« 
commiitee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Glleb, 

Rtioktd,  That  the  petition  of  the  Preddant,  Direct 
tore,  and  Company  of  the  Farmen'  Bank  of  Alexan- 
dria, praying  a  charter  of  iocorporatioB,  preaented  on 
the  fith  instant,  be  leferred  to  a  aelsct  committee,  to 
consist  of  five  members,  to  consider  and  report  Uwiwoa 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Ordertd,  That  Messrs.  OtLES,  Lnin,   Goo^ 

ca,  Crawford,  and  Cnrre,  be  the  commitivo. 


MoRnAi',  Deoembet  10. 
Mr.Lem  presented  the  resolutions  of  the  L^is- 
lainre  of  tbe  State  of  Pennsylvania,  passed  18th 
Marcb  last,  approving  the  measures  pursued  by 
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the  AdmiatstntiiM  of  ih«  United  Slate*,  on  oot 
foreign  reUlioas;  aod  the  resolutioDa  were  read. 

The  Senate  resamed  the  motion  made  tbe  4th 
]n«iBiit,for  the  appointment  of  Chaplaiat;  and 
OD  motion,  bjr  Mr.  CRiwroan,  to  amend  the  mo- 
tion an  foilowa: 

"  Tlut  a  Chaplufa  ibalt  be  mppoinled  to  Confraai 
daring  the  preaent  leMioa,  iriio  iball  parform  ^rina 
aervioe  on  tha  Sabbath  daj  in  tka  Repraaanlallvea' 
Hall,  and  ahall  iataidiangs  wa^jri" 

It  paawd  in  the  negatiTe. 

Bo  it  was  Rfolvfl,  That  two  Chaplains,  of 
different  deoominationi,  be  appointed   to  Con- 

Keu  during  the  preeent  KuioD,  one  bf  each 
DQiie,  who  dhall  interchange  weekly. 

The  Senate  resnmed  the  contidervtion  of  the 
motion  sabmiiied  the  7tb  instant ;  and, 

Saohed,  Thit  nmnch  of  the  Meatus  of  tli«  Preti- 
dent  of  the  Uoilad  Btatca,  a*  relates  to  the  occupation 
of  that  part  of  W«at  Florida,  which  la  included  within 
the  bonndariei  deaeribad  bj  the  traa^  Ibi  the  aeqniai- 
tioD  of  LotiaUMa,  with  tba  aaeonpanTinf  dociuMBta, 
b«  rafenad  to  a  adael  cMttoillte^  with  iaatraclioBa  to 
miaadue  the  tumt  add  rspait  tharaoB  to  the  Sanatet 
and  that  the  ——"■-■■*—  biata  leave  lo  npoit  b;  bill, 
bilk,  or  otterwiaa. 

Ordered,  That  Menn.  Qileb,  Pops,  Cmw- 
I>0RI>,  Anderson,  and  Bradley,  be   the  com* 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Campbeli^ 

Raobstd,  That  to  mndi  of  the  Meaaage  of  the  Fraai- 
dent  of  tlie  United  Statai  aa  ralatea  to  comoiercial 
abusea  committed  nnder  the  American  da(,  in  cairy- 
ing  on  an  illegal  ttaffic  in  enalaTed  African!,  be  leiiu- 
i«d  to  a  committee,  to  examine  and  report  thereon  to 
the  Senate  1  and  that  the  eonunittee  haTO  Icbto  to  re- 
port by  bill  or  otherwiae. 

Ordered,  That  Meaara.CAHpeBL^  Dana,  Brab- 
LCT,  Cdttb,  and  QuiHin,  be  the  committee. 

Mr.  AliDKRBOif  preeented  the  petiiioD  of  the 
President  and  Direclon  of  the  Bank  of  Poto- 
IDRC;  praying  a  charter  of  iiieort>oralion,  for  rea- 
■ons'  stated  at  large  in  the  petition ;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  a  Mlect  committee,  to  con- 
sist of  fire  members,  to  consider  ana  report 
tbereoQ  bjr  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  An- 
DEHSOn,  QiLMAN,  Tait,  OOODHICB,  and  Leib, 
were  appoioied  the  committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Gilhan, 

BttalBtd,  That  a  oommitlee  be  ^povaled  afneafal; 
to  the  ItSd  roU  in  eondncting  bnaineei  in  the  Senate. 

Ordered,  That  Messii.  Cutts,  Hosset,  tnd 
GiLMAN,  be  the  committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Leib, 

Itmohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  igreeibl; 
to  the  4Zd  role  for  conilucLng  boeineea  in  ti»  Senate. 

Ordered,  That  Mesan.  Lbib,  Campbell,  and 
Dana,  be  the  eommittae. 

TucatuT,  December  11, 
RicBAHD  BsnT,  from  the  State  of  TirgJnia, 
attended. 
A  message  from  the  Hotue  of  ReptesentatiTea 


informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  eoncar  in 
[he  resolutioQ  of  the  Senate  of  the  10th  inatani, 
for  the  appointment  of  Chaplains,  and  hare  ap- 
pointed tke  Reverend  Jesbb  Lee  Chaplain  on 
their  pan. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Leib, 

Saobtd,  ThataomDehoftheMeangeoflhePreai- 
dent  of  the  Umlad  Sutea  a*  relatea  to  the  organiaa- 
lion  and  diidpline  of  the  "'i'*",  be  lefened  to  a  cmn- 
mittes,  with  leaTe  to  report  bj  bill  or  otherwisa. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Leib,  Reed,  Skith  of 
Maryland,  Andebboh,  and  Gilhan,  be  the  eom- 
roiiiee. 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  uspend  the 
■e«ond  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  regn- 
lating  foreign  coin*,  and  for  other  purposes,"  re- 
ported it  without  amendment. 


Wedmesdat,  December  12. 

The  Vice  Pbebident  of  the  United  States  re- 
somed  the  Chair. 

Jebr  Fbahklin,  from  fhe  Slate  of  North  Ca- 
rolina, also  look  hit  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  following  Message  was  reeeiTed  from  the 
Prbbidemt  op  tbb  United  Stateb: 
7b  tht  SmaU  and  Hotue  of 

RepnttntaHeet  of  tke  IMUtd  BUtte*; 

I  lay  befiire  Congrrai,  and  leMmuend  to  their  early 
attention,  a  report  of  tba  Sacfetaiy  of  State,  from 
whioh  it  wHI  be  aeeB  that  a  very  connderabla  datna^ 
b^ond  (he  legal  appiopristioiu,  haa  bean  inennvd  fbr 
tiie  anpport  of  aeamen  Jialii— si  by  aeixniea,  in  diflar 
ent  puta  ef  Eorape,  of  the  *aaaela  to  whieb  tkay  b^ 
longed.  JAMES  MADItlON. 

DaaaMaaa  13,  ISIO. 

The  Mrnage  and  report  wer«  rand,  and  refar> 
red  to  a  select  cominiitee,  to  eonaider  and  report 
thereoa ;  and  Messrs.  PaANEUit,  CRAvront>,  and 
GooDBion,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Tha  PREaiDERT  laid  before  the  Senate  the  tb- 
port  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury,  prepared 
tn  obedience  to  tbe  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  «■• 
tablish  the  Treasary  Department,"  which,  to- 
gether with  the  aacompaoying  documents,  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Cdttb,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Enrolled 
Bills,  reported  the  bill  to  saspend  the  second  sec- 
tion of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  rrgolating  foreign 
coins  and  for  other  pit rposei,"eflrreetlyeng»Maed; 
and  tne  bill  was  read  tbe  third  time,  and  on  mo> 
tioD,  by  Mr.  Smitb  of  Maryland,  it  was  agraed. 
by  unBoimous  cooseni,  to  strike  out  the  won! 
"  for,"  incorrectly  quoted  from  the  orisiQal  bill. 

Bo  it  was  ReaUved,  That  this  bilf  pass,  and 
that  the  title  thereof  be  "  An  act  to  suspend  the 
second  section  of  the  act,  entitled  '  An  act  regn- 
lating  foreign  coins,  and  for  oiber  purposes." 

Mr.  Brbnt  presented  the  petition  of  tbe  stock- 
holders of  tbe  Bask  of  Waibiogton,  praying  a 
charier  of  iDCorporaiion,  for  reaaona  ataied  at 
large  in  the  petition.    He  atto  pteaented  the  mv 
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morials  of  aaadty  ciiizeos  of  WashiogtoD  counif 
on  the  same  subject;  which  were  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  MessM.  Ahde&soh,  Oilman,  Tait, 
QooDBicH,  aod  Lbib,  the-  commiicee  to  whom 
was  referred, on  the  llthiDataDi,  a  petitioQ  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Baotc  of  Potomac, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon  bj  bill  or  other- 

On  motion,  hf  Mr.  Bbadlet.  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  election  of  a  Chaplain  on  their 
Srt,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  the  two 
inses;  and,  on  coanting  of  the  ballots,  it  ap- 
peared that  the  Reverena  Walteh  D.  Ar 


had  a  majority,  and  was  accordi^ly  elected. 
A  messaae  from  the  House  of  Kepresenlat: 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 


a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  iraos- 
portBtion  of  certain  documents  free  of  postage;" 
in  which  they  request  the  concarrencp  of  thr* 
Senaie. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

TBUsaD  AT,  December  13. 

Henrt  CLAT.from  (he  State  of  Eentnckf,  took 
bia  seat  io  the  Senate. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  trans- 
porlation  of  certain  documenis  free  of  postage," 
was  read  the  second  and  third  time,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  passed. 

Mr.  L.E1B  submitted  the  following  motion: 

Beubitd,  Tbit  a  committee  be  appointed  te  inquire 
into  ths  eipedieni^  of  direeliof  the  Secretsi?  of  the 
Tnuniyto  dMOsite,  tor  collection,  in  other  banks  than 
that  of  the  United  atates  and  ila  bnnchM,  the  bonds 
fiven  to  the  QoramoiaBt  for  duties;  andltutthecam- 
nittae  have  leeTs  to  report  by  bill  at  otherwise. 

The  Pbesidbht  eommonicaied  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  fat  the  Department  of  Treasury, 
made  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  the  Sen- 
'  Kie  of  the  S5th  of  April,  ISIO ;  end  also  a  report 
made  in  pvrsnance  of  the  resolution  of  the  See- 
mte,  of  the  1st  of  May,  1810,  on  the  subject  of 
claims  barred  by  the  statute  of limilationsj  to- 
gether with  an  exptaaatory  letter  from  the  Re- 
gister of  the  Treasury  on  the  same  subject; 
which  wen  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  eonsid- 
etatioD. 

Fbidat,  December  14. 

The  Senate  resumed  (be  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday  on  the  subject ;  and 

ReuAved^  Thai  a  committee  be  appoinled  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  directing  ibe  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  deposiie  fur  collection 
ia  other  banks  than  ibat  of  ih;  United  Slates  and 
its  hranehes,  the  bonds  given  to  the  OoTeromeot 
for  duties;  and  that  the  committee  have  leare  to 
report  by  bill  or  oiherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Lain,  ChawpORD,  and 
OooDRioa,  be  the  committee. 

Mr.  GiLBB  presented  ibe  memorial  of  the  City 
Council  of  Washington,  praying  sundry  ameoo- 
menlB  to  their  charier  of  incorporation;  which 


was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to 
consist  of  Gye  members,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Dana, 
Tait,  Gaillard,  HoRSEr,  and  Gileb,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

TBB  MILITIA. 

TbePRBainENT  communicated  the  report  of  ibe 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  made  ia 
obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  April 
7, 1810, directing  him  to  prepare  a  system  of  regu- 
lations for  improTiog  the  discipline  of  the  miliiis 
of  the  United  States;  which  was  read,  and  refer- 
red to  Messrs.  Leib,  Reed,  Smitb  of  Maryland, 
AifnEBsoN,  and  Gilhan,  the  committee  lo  wbom 
was  referred,  on  (he  llib  instant,  id  much  of  (he 
Message  of  ihe  President  of  the  United  Stales  as 
relates  to  the  organization  and  discipline  of  the 
miliiia,wilh  leave  lo  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

War  Duabtxut,  Deumhcr  13, 1810. 

Sib:  Ita  obedience  lo  a  resolntioQ  ^  Uie  honorable 
the  SMiate,  pasMd  April  7, 1810, "  durectins  the  Beer*- 
tary  of  War  to  n^are  a  system  of  lefclatioiu  fat  im- 
pTd^gthedisciplineirf'tliemilitiaoftbs  United  Slates, 
comprdiendinK  theinfaatiy.caTalry.aiMl  artiUsry,and 
to  report  the  Mine  to  the  Eienate  at  the  next  session  MT 
Congress,"  the  foUoninK  tegulations  for  the  inlautiy, 
caraliT,  and  artilleiy,  are  herewith  iGspeetfoUj  pre- 

In  dstermining  on  the  r^ulations  which  it  may  be 
most  eligible  to  establish  for  the  goTemment  of  the  in- 
&ntij,  seTeral  considerationspreieatthemselTe*:  first, 
the  organiiation  of  companiei,  battalions,  and  regi- 


undei  the  present  system.  Wire  the  militia  to  be  or- 
ganised at  this  time  from  the  popalatioo  of'the  United 
Ststaa,  and  regnlatiMis  to  be  adopted  for  their  govern- 
ment  and  discipline,  witbont  re^rd  to  tbeii  present 
organiutiDn  and  disei[dine,  the  system  of  orgsniiatioD 
and  tactics  of  the  Frencb  umiei  would  claim  a  prebr- 
But  the  adoption  of  this  system  irooltl  isquiie 
an  entire  new  oiganiiation  of  companies,  battalions, 
and  regimeots ;  and  il  is  at  leut  doubtful  wbetbei  the 
officers  of  the  militia  would  bestow,  gratuitonilj,  the 
time  and  attention  nec«Hary  for  their  own,  and  the  in- 
stmction  of  ths  men  nnder  their  command,  in  the  new 
and  additional  duties  thns  deralving  on  them. 

The  legulatiwis  prepared  b;  the  Ui«  Baron  da  Stea- 
ben,  and  ordered  for  we  govemment  of  the  troops  or 
the  United  Statea  by  the  Continental  Congres*,  March 
SB,  1779,  are  acknowledged  to  contain  the  neceeeaiy 
instructian*  and  directions  for  the  disciplias  and  gav- 
ermnent  of  an  army,  and  hsre  been  tb«  general  rule 
of  practice  observed  bj  the  raititia  asnell  ■■  tha  Armj 
of  the  United  States.  It  has  therefore  been  judged 
oxpedient  to  continue  these  regulations  as  a  basis,  sod 
to  add  to  them  such  amendments  and  alUrationa  aa 
have  been  suggested  by  experience,  with  some  msntsu- 
vies  which  make  s  pert  of  mere  modem  taettca.  Should 
this  propoaal  be  adopted  the  ordinance  of  JManlh,  1779, 
as  altered  and  amended,  will  require  to  be  reprinted. 


the  Frendi  armies  having  all  the  advantages  and  im- 
provements derived  fiom  long  experience  and  actual 
service,  appeara  to  be  well  calculated.     In  order  that  a 
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jidgmMt  may  be  foniMd  at  iU  meriti,  t  IramlatioD  of 
lbs  nbola  of  tb«t  oniiiiBnce,  togethsr  with  *  volane  of 
plilM,  Bii^Knataiy  of  tbs  diicctiaDe,  u  herewith  trani- 
nitlad.  Id  case  it  (haU  b«  approted,  •  terinoD  of  the 
walk,  bj  a  penon  eon*eraaiit  with  military  icience, 
will  be  nwiwaty,  in  which  the  tenni  will  be  igndeted 
tnalogoiw  to  our  laaguago;  the  whole  may  be  abbn- 
Tialed,  and  luch  ^irta  as  are  not  applicable  to  light 
mt>It7  may  be  entirely  omitted. 

Far  the  Artillery. — "  A  comprindiona  ezerdae  (or 
garrison  and  field  ordnance,"  aeleeted  Irom  the  moat 
approved  aathoriliaa,  by  ofGcera  of  experience,  il  pn>- 
poaed,  and  Wewith  reported  for  eooaideralion. 

All  which  ia  reapeettliUy  anbmitted 

WILLIAM  EU6TI8. 

Seerttary  of  V/». 

PBzaiDiiTT  of  the  Senate,  4«- 

Mohdat,  December  17. 

Jahbb  Llotd,  from  Ihe  Sttte  of  MuMcho- 
aeits,  took  his  leat  In  ihe  Benale. 

Th4  Pbbsident  communJCBted  the  report  of 
(be  Secretary  of  the  Nary  on  raoDeys  trtiDaferred, 
dnrinff  Ihe  lant  recess  of  Congress,  from  certain 
appropriations  far  parliealar  branches  of  expendi- 
ttire  in  that  department,  and  of  the  tppltcation  of 
such  moneys;  also,  his  report  sbowioe  tbe  stale 
and  disposition,  at  this  time,  of  the  public  tessels 
of  war  and  guoboais ;  which  were  read  for  cdq- 
sideralioD. 

TiTBBD&r,  December  18. 

JoHK  CoRniT,  from  the  Slate  of  New  Jersey, 
and  John  Smitb,  from  the  State  of  New  York, 
sereratlj  took  their  seats  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Leib  presented  the  petition  of  Williant 
Davy  and  Son,  and  others,  merchanls  and  trader* 
of  Philadelphia,  stating  that  they  are  owners  of  a 
laree  property  beyona  the  Cape  of  Qood  Hope, 
and  praying  exemption  from  theproTisioDsof  the 


ruled  "An 


I  Ihe 


ciai  intercourse  between  the  United  Stales 
Great  Britain  and  Fraoce.aiid  their  dependencies, 
and  for  other  ptirposes  i"  under  which  tbpy  are 
•pprehensire  thesaid  prupetty  may  be  implicated; 
and  the  petilioo  was  read,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
GiLEB,  Cbawpord,  Amuerson,  Qoodbidb,  and 
PorE,  the  comoiittee  to  whom  was  referred,  on 
the  7ih  instant,  »o  much  or  the  Message  of  ihs 
President  of  the  United  States  as  aoncerns  tbe 
relations  between  the  United  States  and  Prance 
and  Qreat  Britain,  lo  consider  aad  report  thereon 
by  bill  or  otherviae. 

BANE  OP  TBE  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  Leib  presented  the  petition  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  DtreetoTE  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  praying  a  renewal  of  their  charter,  for  rea- 
sons therein  stated ;  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of 
five  members,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  ;  and 
that  tbe  petition  be  printed  for  the  Qse  of  the 
Senate. 

Messrs.  Cuwford,  Leib,  Llovd,  Pops,  and 
AicDERBOK,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  memoriat  is  as  follows: 


To  the  Senate  and  Home  of  Stpraieniativet  of  Ihe 

Vaittd  Stale)  of  AToerka,  in  Congra*  aaembled, 

the  memonat  of  the  Sioekhotder*  of  the  Bank  of  the 

Uniltd  Slatee,  retpectfully  thowetl!,  ; 

That,  by  an  act  of  Confrreu,  paassd  on  the  3Sth  of 

Febmaiy,  17St,  tbe  aubecTibers  to  tbe  capital  stock  of 

the  Bank  of  the  United  State*,  their  ■ueee— ore  and 

.  wore  incorporated  for  a  term  of  ;ean,  wUA 

wilt  expire  on  Ihe  Mb  day  of  March  next. 

Aware  of  tbe  a*ila  which  muet  result  from  th»  and- 
den  lenDinalion  of  the  operationi  ofaninstinilten,iBti- 
matelj  and  exteBnToty  connected  with  the  commerdBl 
iotetests  of  the  nation,  with  the  pablic  credit,  and  the 
fiscal  concern^  of  the  GoTranment,  yoni  memorialists 
'  tB  the  tenlh  CongrSH,  an  application  for  the 
of  Iheir  charter.  The  wisdom  of  Congress 
hanng,  hitherto,  declined  a  deciaion  upon  the  eubjael, 
it  beeomea  Uie  duty  of  your  memorialiata  again  to  aab- 
mit  to  the  legisUli'a  coniidetatian,  and  to  repeat  their 
prayer,  that  the  charter  of  incorpotatian  nnder  wbieh 
they  ha*e  tulberto  existed,  may  b«  reikewed. 

Had  your  msmoiiatists  consulted  merely  their  owm 
coDTenience  and  secnrity,  under  the  uncerlata^  in 
which  the  sDcceae  of  their  application  has  sinoe  that 
time  remained,  prudence  would  have  -  required  them 
gradually  to  call  in  their  fontls,  as  a  measure  of  pre- 
caution, in  case  oC  a  diuolution.  But,  connderatioBa 
of  public  utility,  which  have  always  influenced  the 
conduct  of  tbia  inititutioD,  and  a  belief  that  the  gen- 
eral interest  required,  and  would,  therefore,  obtain  a 
continuance  of  its  incorpoiation,  here  postponed  Ihe 
adoption  of  a  maaaure,  in  whaterei  aisnnet  efiected, 
pnidncliTe,  as  they  apprehend,  of  great  public  as  wall 
aa  priTate  distress. 

The  eDpeiior  information  of  the  Legiatatore  rendM* 
it  naneeesaary  for  year  memorialists  to  detail  tbe  gen- 
eral benefits  of  benkin^  iiulttalions.  The  experience 
and  the  praotica  of  all  natiiw^  in  modem  time*,  snfi- 
dently  prove  their  utility  to  trade,  Iheir  aid  in  the 
management  of  the  national  rarenues,  and  their  ne- 
ceauty  in  limes  of  public  emergency  and  general 
calamity.  In  no  country  have  these  benefit*  been  mne 
fordbly  exemplified,  or  more  iiilly  experienced,  than 
in  the  United  Slates.  The  truth  of  this  remark,  ia 
obvious  in  tbe  amcnint  of  Ihe  productive  capital  of  the 
country,  above  the  quantity  of  the  precious  metab,  in 
the  rapid  advancement  of  agTicuIture,  MannfactDrae, 
and  commerce,  tbe  solidity  of  private  as  well  as  public 
credit,  Uie  eaae  with  which  tbe  moneyed  operationa  of 
tbe  GoTcmmenC,  of  socieliea,  and  of  individuals,  to  an 
immense  amount  are  carried  on ;  tbe  accumulation  of 
wealth,  and  the  geoeid;  prosperity  of  the  nation.  It  is 
not  intended  to  suggeat,  that  the  creation  of  banks  has, 
of  itselC  produced  these  efiecta;  the  activity,  the  energy, 
and  enterprise  of  the  people,  under  the  protaction  of  a 
wise  and  able  Ooierument,  bav«  oo-operatsd  in  their 
production ;  but,  without  tiie  augmentatioa  of  the 
active  capital  of  the  country,  and  Ihe  other  facihtiea  to 
businese  produced  bf  banking  inslitntiotis.  that  activity, 
energy,  and  enterprise,  would  have  but  feebly  operalMU 
That  the  public  opinion,  tbe  correct  arbiter  of  the  pub- 
lic intsrett,  coinddes  with  Aiat  of  your  memorialistSi 
is  evidenced  by  the  inititution  and  increase  of  banks 
in  every  State  of  the  Colon. 

Li  produciBg  tile**  beneficial  efliwis,  your  memori- 
aliaU  reflect  with  pleasure,  that  the  Bank  of  the  United 
State*  has  contiibuted  in  an  emiDoot  degree.  Its 
early  institution,  it*  extensive  and  combined  ojteratioii*, 
and  the  weight  of  its  cajntal,  at  the  same  time  that 
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LI  of  TOMntisU;  (dTineing  them,  while  itt  3it~ 

C'tion  to  do  ao  btt  tlwsye  kept  pice  nith  it*  ability. 
reatikted  to  an;  particular  Jietrict,  il  baa  acted  u 
the  general  giiardiaa  of  eommarciat  credit,  and  b; 
praTenting  (lie  balance  of  trade  in  the  difierent  Statea 
irom  prodBcinB  a  defieiaticy  of  money  in  any,  baa  ob- 
tUim  the  miaclueb  nbich  wonid  have  been  tbereby 
produced.  It  baa  foatarad  end  prottcted  the  banking 
ittalitiitioni  of  the  Stataa,  and  baa  aided  them,  irhen 
niMipaotedly  prewed ;  ill  diqwdUon  Unrarda  then)  i* 
aianifeat«d  in  the  quantnm  of  ilacapiU],ofi*bicbthey 
have  genarally  had  tbe  hm,  not  much  Im  in  istonnt 
than  one  tenUi  of  the  whole. 

In  Ita  accommodation  f  to  indiTidoits  il  ha«  been  Ub- 
WiU  but,  it  the  lame  time,  diaereet,  with  •  viet*  ■■ 
well  to  tb«r  aafetj  aa  itrown:  By  meaai  of  it,  the 
mmcbant  ind  the  mannficturer  hiTc  been  enabled  to 
pnah  their  operationa  to  an  extent  far  exceeding  whit 
woaM  hare  been  practicable  withont  it;  jndieiona  and 
pnident  enteipriie  haa  been  encouraged,  rash  and  pro- 
digal ad*eDtDre  baa  been  diacountenaneed,  and  a  tat- 
fldent  flind  being  prorided,  ftom  which  niaoniMe 
.  loMUCOuhl  be  obtained,  uanij  baa  been  prerentcd,  and 
Oanriona  tend«n  i«pre«aed. 

Ita  importance  in  the  adminUtratioQ  of  the  flnincee, 
and  ita  utility  in  (he  operationa  connected  with  the 
pnblie  credit  haTe  been  l\illy  cilabliihed. 

It  baa  aBbrded  a  ptace  of  depoaite  fn  the  public 
money*,  without  eipenae,  and  without  hawrd  to  tbe 
OovaroiBent. 

It  hai  aided  in  the  eelteetioB  of  tbe  revenue,  by  in- 
trodiMiDg  a  pDUBtuality  in  the  payment  of  duliei, 
otherwiie  unattainable,  and  by  aeeommoditiiig  with 
loana  thoas  itho  had  nidi  payment*  to  mahe ;  thereby 
iMuming  upon  itaalf  the  ruk,  which  olherwiaa  had 
Imen  home  by  the  Govamment. 

It  ha*,  at  all  timea,  npon  ita  own  rnponaibilily,  and 
■t  ita  own  expenre,  tnnimiUad  the  public  money* 
tiata  one  part  of  the  Union  to  another,  ■□  aa  Co  meet 
tte  nlcencie*  of  the  Government,  and,  ft-om  the  aur' 
phu  TSvetiue  of  one  place,  to  aupply  the  deficiency  of 
another.  By  thi*  meana  the  Goveniment  baa  alwaja 
been  enabled,  with  eantraience,  to  pay  tbe  intereat  on 
the  public  debt,  and  to  meet  ita  other  demanda,  at 
inch  placea  a*  it*  engsgeminta  required ;  an  apention 
which,  without  auch  «n  aid,  would  have  been  prodoe- 
tire  of  trouble,  hazard,  and  expenie  to  tbe  Goremment, 
and  would  itill  have  been  liable  to  diaappaiiitmenL 

It  haa,  by  ita  loan*,  enabled  the  OoTernmaat  to  com- 
ply punctually  with  ita  engageme&ti,  when  deficien- 
siai  or  dellyi  have  occurred  in  the  raTenue,  and  ba* 
diM  enibiM  it  to  miintiin  inviolate  the  public  faith 
and  credit,  both  at  home  and  abroid.  There  have 
been  periodi  wbon  the  nation  found  it  neceaaary  to 
borrow  Ilr^ly  fVom  thia  inititDlion,  and,  at  one  time, 
had  npan  loan  oonaiderably  more  than  diree-fourth 
parte  of  ita  idlte  capital. 

Il  haa,  for  tbe  accommodation  of  the  Oovemment, 
MtabUahed  branehea  at  places  disadvantageous  lo  its 
buiineea,  and  from  whieh  no  proBt  waa  expected  to  be 

Most  of  theae  operations  have  been  attended  with 
inconvenience,  and  with  expense  to  the  bank,  bnt  they 
have  alwaya  been  petfotmed  wiUi  alacfity  and  cheer- 
fiilne**. 

While  your  memoiialiata  thua  raeonnl  tbe  ^di  Ihey 
havo  afibttted,  they  feel  no  dtapoaitian  to  foifet  the  id- 


vantagea  they  have  reeeiTed  from  the  Government  in 
return.  The  aupport  which  it  baa  given  to  tbe  bank, 
and  the  confidence  which  it  haa  repoaed  in  it,  ibaaded 
upon  a  knowledge  of  it*  mauagement  led  oonditiaa, 
have  conferred  upon  it  ■  atibijit;,  ■  dignity,  aod  a 
splendor,  which  have  preaervad  ita  credit  from  anapa- 
cion,  and  have  secured  to  it  the  oonfidanca  of  £aropa, 
sa  well  as  America. 

Thus,  mutually  aiding  and  aided  by  the  G)ov«nt- 
ment,  hi*  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutaa,  fin  twenlj 
yean,  continued  its  Operationa,  and  during  thai  tima, 
has  obtained  the  general  acknawledgment  that  ita  af- 
fairs have  been  condueled  with  honor  and  dignity, 
with  impartiality  and  candor,  with  liberatily  aad  pm- 

To  the  original  motive*  for  the  iDatitutwn  of  thia 
bank,  the  success  of  experiment  is  now  added,  and 
with  the  existing  proo&  of  its  uses  and  ita  aervice^ 
every  conaideritioo  of  policy  ind  of  jaiiiEe,  urge  ita 
conlinuance.  Independent  of  die  positive  e^l*  its  dia- 
s<dutian  would  produce  to  the  community,  tha  Gov- 
eniment would  at  least  be  deprived  of  thoae  advanta- 
gaa  it  haa  hitherto  derived  iiaiin  ita  existence,'  unlea 
they  could  be  supplied  from  some  other  quuler,  oitbH' 
by  tha  banks  established  by  Iht  several  States,  or  by  a 
bank  upon  a  foundation  altogether  new.  Aa  ta  the 
Slile  banka,  your  memoriiliils  are  fiilly  sennble  ol 
the  benefils  resulting  from  their  eBtabliabmeat,  and  of 
their  BUfficiency  for  the  purposes  of  their  inititution, 
the  local  aci»mmodation  of  the  pieces  in  which  Uiey 
oxiit.  Bnt  their  capital!  are  b;  no  meini  ideqoate  to 
(he  demind*  of  the  Generil  Government,  in  a  time  of 
UBOrgencj;  a  time  when  the  ordinary  claims  of  their 
own  State  Governments,  and  of  their  own  particnlai 
cUBlomer*,  would  be  incieued  and  entitled  to  prefer- 
ence. Neither  could  the  transoiiasion  of  the  public 
moDBja,  from  one  qaulei  of  the  Union  to  inotluir,  be 
eflecled  with  sufficient  ease  aod  diepitch,  or  to  the  ra- 
qnisite  eitpnt,  by  banka  of  limited  capital,  biving  no 
connexion  with,  nor  direction  over,  each  alhar. 

Nor  would  it  be  prudent  in  the  Government,  to 
trust  the  deposite  of  its  funds,  to  tbe  extent  to  which 
they  aomelimea  eiiit  in  a  variety  of  institution*,  united 
by  no  common  bond,  and  in  no  degree  responaibl*  for 
each  other;  over  whose  conduct  the  General  Govern* 
m«nt  oould  have  no  control,  into  whoae  management 
and  eondition  il  could  not  legally  inquire,  and  whidi 
thoae  inatittitiona,  even  if  dtapoaed,  could  not  legally 
DOmmunicale.  Independent  of  the  haiard  lo  which 
Ihe  public  moneya  might  h«  labjeeled  by  tniamanage- 
ment,  a  power  would  be  placed  in  handa,  which,  from 
want  of  teaponaitHlity,  and  waat  of  oonlrol,  might  ba 
used  to  injurious  puipoaas. 

In  addition,  the  digni^  of  the  Govemnient  aeema  to 
tequire  its  fiscal  operationa  to  be  oondoded  through 
the  medium  of  an  institution  oi^aniaed  by  itself,  of 
whose  ability  to  answer  sU  the  purpose*  of  revenue  and 
public  credit,  no  doubt  cm  exist;  of  whose  situation 
and  proceedings  a  competent  knowledge  can  be  had  ; 
over  whose  conduct  a  sufficient  degree  of  control  to 
prevent  wilful  misconduct  abould  exist,  and  upon 
whose  dispoaiUon  to  aaaist  the  Govemaient  in  timea 
of  exigency,  reliance  may  ba  confidently  placed.  Snch 
an  inititution  ia  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stites,  lad 
auch  it  will  remain,  if  continued  in  its  preaent  form. 
The  amount  of  itscMiital  give*  it  aufndent  power; 
its  situation  is  perioditall^  commauicatad  to  the  Trea- 
auiy  DepirtmoDt:  over  ita  procaedinga  ^«  Govern- 
powerful  control,  hj  the  extent  of  ita 
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depoaiUs ;  sf  its  di^matjan  to  jmU  nmj  legi^B't* 
•MuUDce  to  tba  GoTsrnmant,  it  hu  giTan  the  ■trong- 
•■t  «*idetica,  aoil  to  inaore  the  continuuiM  of  thk 

«■!■  of  the  commnnily,  uid  of  impoitance  lo  tha  Got- 
•mment,  no  rtnioD*  mottTs  ragKali  itnlf  lo  jont  ma- 
moriaUrti  agtinct  Iba  eantiniunce  nf  the  prcMiit  hank. 
At  in;  time,  ■□<!  eapedallj  at  tha  proaant,  when  as 
Ibj^  a  portion  bf  American  propertT  Temaina  anpro- 
dncti*!  in  Biiro^  w  trnt  a  redaction  in  the  amouat 
of  thaactiTe  capital  of  the  countij  u  the  diuotution  of 
Iha  bank  woold  oeeaaion,  mut  be  attended  with  great- 
and  ganaral  injnir,  bom  tha  depreciation  in  Talue  of 
property,  Ik*  stagnation  of  buiineM,  and  die  check  to 


And  ID  slopjunK  no  opotttiaitaof  snch  an  angui*,  one 
of  two  cooaeqDMcea  mnat  be  pradocad,  either  that  in 
diackuging  the  debt*  dna  to  tna  bank,  great  aaerificaa 
nuat  be  mad*,  and  OTery  rcaonK*  <il  the  merchant 
drained,  oi,  in  the  failure  to  pajr  tlwB,  an  urapvaUe' 
Uow  muit  be  giien  to  eonunercial  credit  and  poncta- 
•litr. 

Nor  a  it  «»mj  to  calculate  the  «S«et*,  which  the  da- 
atnictioa  of  the  bank  wontd  produce  in  the  loaa  it 
wonid  occason  to  the  public  rerenue,  to  charitable  in- 
alitntioDa,wJd»wi,  children,  and  othen,  intoreated  in 
the  Block ;  irom  the  preasare  to  which  the  Qtbel  banka 
mart  be  inarltably  anl^ted,  from  tlie  want  of  confi- 
dence it  woold  creato  in  the  Mabilit;  of  onr  inatitotiona, 
and  from  the  genervl  dannyement  of  credit. 

Under  titeae  views  and  itnpreaaioni,  jour  memori- 
alisto  Bolidt  the  renewal  of  their  charter ;  and  qpon  ^e 
wisdom  and  jnaliee  of  the  Legiilatare,  and  ita  regard 
for  the  rigbta  and  inlareata  of  ita  dtiiaaa,  they  rely  far 

Signed  on  behalf  of  tbe  atoekholdera. 

DAVID  LENOX,  PrttUenl. 
PuuniMua,  Dte.  10,  1810. 

TBRRTTORT  OF  ORLEANS. 
Mr.  G1LB8,  from  the  eommiltee  to  whom  wis 
referred,  on  the  8ih  instant,  ao  tnaoh  of  theMaa- 
■age  of  ib«  Preaident  of  the  Doited  Siat«a  ■*  re- 
late* to  the  occupatioQ  of  that  part  of  West  Flor- 
ida which  is  included  within  the  bonndariM  de- 


scribed  bf  the  ireatv  for  the  sequiaition  of  Loai- 
aiana,  reported  a  bill  dectsrinr  the  law*  now  in 
force  in  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  to  extend  to 


1  to  have  full  force  and  effect  to  the  rirer  Per- 
dido,  paraoani  to  the  Ireaiy  coaeluded  at  Paris  on 
the  30th  day  of  April,  1803,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  paned  to  the 
second  reading. 

The  following  ii  the  bill: 

*■  That  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  u  described  by  an 
act,  paaaed  the  twentj-riith  day  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hnndred  and  four,  entitled  "An  act  erecting 
Loninana  into  two  Territonet,  ind  proTiding  for  the 
Umporary  gonmnient  thereof,"  aball  be  deemed,  and 
is  hereby  dedarad,  to  extend  to  the  rirer  Peidido;  and 
to  include  all  that  Mrritocy  south  of  the  Miuiaaippi 
ToiTttory,  and  eaatward  of  the  riTer  MiniasipiH,  to  the 
aaid  river  Pardido,  according  to  the  proiiajana  of  tb* 
treaty  condaded  at  Fariit  between  the  United  States 
and  Fiance,  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  April,  one  Ihon- 
Mnd  eiijit  hundred  and  three. 

"Sac  S.  JbidbtU  furtiMr  MuttO,  That  all  tha 


in  fatee  b  the  T«ni- 
toiy  of  Orleana,  shall  be  deemed,  and  are  harel?  do- 
elarad,  to  aztend  to  and  to  have  full  forca  and  abet 
in  the  taiiitoiy  deecribed  in  (he  Snt  aactun  el  thia 
act. 

Sic.  S.  And  be  it  Jvrihtr  enaettd.  That  for  dia 
purpoee  of  more  oouTeniently  asesrlaining  the  tUlaa 
and  elsiniB  to  land  within  the  territoty  deecrAad  in 
the  fiiat  section  of  this  act,  (ho  same  ahall  b«  fi)Tmad 
into  one  district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans;  and  the 
Preaident  is  hereby  authorised  and  raqoirod  to  nomi- 
nato,  and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  eonaant  of  tho 
Senate,  appoint  one  register  of  land  titles,  who  shsU 
petfinm  the  duties,  receive  the  same  compensation  tot 
nissorvieee,  and  be  snl^eet,  in  *Urem«cts,toths  aatna 
regulations  snd  provisions,  as  are  by  Iswiowseribei 
Of  the  other  districts  of  tb«TMiitaTT« 


a  the  registers  ol 


te  other  districts  of  the  Tenitarj  of 


Sic.  4.  AnJ  be  H  fuHher  oMuted,  That  A*  oodk 
misnonei*  heretofore  appointed,  In  virtna  af  the  tfth 
aectioo  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  far  aaoertainiaf 
and  adjuating  titlea  and  claims  to  land  within  the 
Teiritory  of  Orleans,  and  the  Dialikt  of  LenisiaBa,'* 
ahall  meet  within  the  aforaaaid  Torrhoiy,  at  sneh  plaea 
as  the  President  shall  have  direetod  therna  for  the 

reeidenca  of  the  register,  on  or  befcre  (Iw d^  of 

,  and  they  shall  not  adjonm  to  any  othai  plaee, 

nor  for  a  longer  time  than  three  daya,  nntil  the . 

day  of ,  snd  until  they  ahall  have  completed  tha 

businees  oftheir  sppoinlnent:  and  it  shall  be  their 
duty  to  decide,  in  a  aummary  war,  according  to  just- 
ice and  equity,  upon  all  daims  filed  with  the  register, 
conformibly,  in  all  ronwcts,  to  the  providons  now  in 
force  and  observed  in  the  Territory  of  Orleans ;  which 
decisiona  shall  be  laid  befbte  Congreaa  in  the  same 
manner,  as  ia  now  done  in  the  other  distrida  of  tha 
Territorv  of  Orleans,  and  ba  subject  to  the  detertnina- 
tton  of  Con  greea ,  therenpwi." 

WEDNunaT,  Deeember  19. 


The  bill  declaring  the  laws  now  in  force  ia  the 
Territory  of  Orleana,  to  extend  to  and  lo  hare 
full  force  and  effect  to  tbe  rirer  Perdido,  pomi- 
ant  lo  the  treaty  eooetaded  «t  Paris  od  the  30lh 
day  of  April,  1803,  and  for  other  porpoiea,  w« 
read  the  second  lime. 

Mr.  0AHA  lubmitled  the  foUowiog  motion  for 
consideration  t 


examinalians  to  be  made  respecting  the  lakes  or  wa- 
tara,  along  the  northern  confines  of  the  United  Butea, 
as  msy  condnce  to  the  safety  and  convenience  of  eom- 
munioation  thareon ;  and  that  Ihe  committee  have 
leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otiterwke. 

THORBDaT,  December  30. 

The  SeoBle  resumed  the  eoaaidcralioti  of  the 
motioD  made  yesterday  on  the  subject;  and 

Rfoleed,  That  a  committee  be  appoiated  to 
inquire  into  the  expedience  of  authorizing  sneb 
sorvevs  and  examioaiions  lo  be  made  reapecling 
the  lakes  or  waters  along  the  Notihera  conBMi 
of  the  United  Sttie*,a8  mareOBdace  to  the  atfe- 
(f  and  eonnniwtee  of  eonuMuiattion  tbcnott ; 
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uid  ibat  the 
biUo: 


B  haT«  leave  to  repon  b; 


Ordered.  Tbal  Messrs.  Dina,  RoBiiasON,  Con- 
DiT,  Bradlet.  and  Franklin,  be  the  committee. 

A  messBse  from  the  House  of  Represeoiatives 
informed  the  Seosie  that  the  House  hare  passed 
a  bill,  enrjtled  "  An  act  to  fix  ihe  eoRipensation  of 
ibe  additional  Fosiraaster  General,"  in  which 
they  request  the  cooeurrence  of  the  Senate. 

Tfae  bill  list  brought  up  for  concorrence  was 
read,  and  passed  lo  tlie  second  readiog. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  committee  tu  whom  was 
leferted,  on  tlie  fourth  iuslant,  the  petition  of 
Larkin  Smith,  Collector  of  the  district  of  Norfolk 
and  Fortsmoutb,  in  Virginia,  reported  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  [he  collector*  of  the  ports  of  Norfolk, 
Baltimore,  and  Philadelphia;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  pissed  to  the  second  reading. 

Tite  Senate  resumed,  aa  in  Committee  of  Ihe 
Whole,  the  bill  declaring  the  laws  now  io  force 
in  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  to  extend  to  and  to 
have  fntl  force  and  effect  to  the  river  Perdido, 
pursuant  to  the  treaty  concluded  at  Paris  on  the 
30th  day  of  April,  1803,  and  for  other  purposes, 
and  on  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  further 
consideration  thereof  be  postponed  until  to- 
morronr. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Dana, 

Reaolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this 
House  a  statement  of  the  proceeding:s  which 
have  been  had  in  execution  of  the  act  of  the  lOih 
of  February,  1807,  entitled  "An  act  to  proride 
for  surTeying  the  coasts  of  the  United  Slates." 

0[i  motion,  by  Mr.  Dana, 

Retolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  lay  before  this  House  information 
of  such  measures  as  have  been  pursued  for  mak 
ing  a  survejr  of  the  coast  of  the  Territory  of  Or' 
lean^  in  virtue  ef  the  authority  committed  tc 
him  oy  the  thirteenth  section  of  an  act,  approved 
the  31$I  of  April,  1806. 

Fhidat,  December  21. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  petition 
pf  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Ubiod 
Bank  of  Georgetown,  praying  a  charter  of  incoi 
poratioQ,  for  reasons  stated  at  large  in  the  petl 
lion;  which  was  read,  and  on  motion  that  it  b 
referred  to  the  committee  to  ivhom  was  referred, 
OH  the  Ulh  instant,  Ihe  petition  of  the  Presi' 
and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  Potomac,  it  wit 
determined  in  the  negative;  and, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs. Smith, 
of  Maryland,  Akoerbon,  end  P[CEERiHO,to 
aider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwist 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represents 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hire  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  OeorRe 
Armroyd  and  Co."  in  which  tbey  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read.  «md  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  Gi  the  compensa- 
tion of  the  additiooal  Assistani  Postmaster  Qen- 


eral."  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
iect  committee,  to  consider  and  report  there- 
and  Messrs.  Bbaolbt,  Leib,  xnd  Smith  of 
Maryland,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  collectors  of  the 
ports  of  Norfolk,  Baltimore,  and  Philadelphia, 
~as  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  declaring  the  laws  now  in  force 
in  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  to  extend  to  and  to 
tiare  full  force  and  effect  to  the  river  Perdido, 
pursuant  to  the  treaty  concluded  at  Paris  on  the 
30th  day  of  April,  IfiOS,  and  for  other  purposes; 
,nd  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Llovd,  that  the  bill  de- 
laring  the  laws  sow  in  force  in  the  Territory  of 
Orleans,  to  extend  to  and  to  hive  full  force  and 
effect  to  tbe  river  Perdido,  pnrsgant  to  the  treaty 
iluded  at  Paris  on  the  30ih  day  of  April,  1S03, 
and  for  other  purjioset,  be  referred  lo  a  commit- 
tee, with  instructions  to  report  ibeir  opinioo  on 
the  title  of  the  United  States  to  the  territory  io 
question,  and  the  grounds  on  which  tbat  opinion 
may  be  founded,  it  was  determined  in  tCie  negative 

■yeas  5,  nays  17,  is  follows: 

TiAs — Messrs.  Dsni,  Goodrich,  Horssy,  Lloyd,  and 
Pickering. 

Nat*— Messrs.  AndcrsoD,  Bradtsy,  Catapliell.ClaT, 
Condit,  Crawford,  Cutis,  Franklin,  Gailliinl,  Gilmin, 
Lsmbeit,  Leib,  Mathewion,  Paps,  Bmitb  of  Muy  tsni^ 
Bmilh  of  New  York,  and  Tsit 

0  motion,  by  Mr.  Horsbt,  that  the  further 
lideration  of  the  bill  be  postponed  until  Fri- 
day next,  it  passed  in  the  negative.  And,  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  Audbrbon,  it  was  agreed  that 
ihefurtber  consideration  of  the  bill  be  postponed 
until  Wednesday  next. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Hobbsy,  thai  ihe  Prendent 
of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  cause  lo  be 
laid  before  the  Senate,  all  the  documents,  papery 
or  other  evidence*  in  his  possession,  relating  to 
the  title  of  the  United  States  to  the  territory 
south  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  eastward 
of  the  river  Misiistippi  to  the  river  Perdido,  and 
to  the  bonndaries  of  the  said  territory,  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  negative — yeas  7,  nays  13,  u 
follows : 

Yiis — Moanv.  Dana,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Lambert, 
Iilojd,  Hithewson,  and  Pidtering. 

Nats— Messrs.  Anderson,  Campbell,  CI17,  CondiW 
Crawflrrd,  CotU,  Franklin,  Gdllari,  LeEb,  Pop«,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  and  Tsit. 


HoHDAT,  December  24. 
A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatirea 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  continue  in  force,  for  a 
further  time,  the  first  section  of  the  act,  entitled 
'An  act  further  to  protect  the  commerce  and  sea- 
men of  tbe  United  Stales  against  the  Barbary 
Powers:"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  an 
additional  appropriation  lo  supply  a  deficiency 
in  the  appropriation  for  tbe  relief  and  protection 
of  distressed  American  seamen  during  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten;"  io  which 
bills  they  desire  Ihe  concurrence  of  Ihe  Senate. 
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Sekat*. 


The  bills  lait  bfonstil  up  Tor  eoQcarrence  were 
r«sd,  kod  piraed  to  the  teeond  rMding. 

Mr.  AiiDEBaoH,  from  ibe  committee  on  the 
■tibieci,  reported  b  bill  to  ineorporate  the  Back 
ofPoiomae.    And  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed.' 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  same  commiiiee,  also 
reported  i  bill  to  iacorporaie  the  Bank  of  Waib- 
ington;  which  was  lead  and  passed  to  the  second 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
OeorgB  Armroyd  and  Company,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
to  consider  and  report  ihereon ;  and  Me&srs.  Leib, 
Bbadlbv,  and  Llotd,  were  appoialed  the  com- 
mittee. 

Ob  motion,  by  Mr.  Smitd  of  Maryland,  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  maLing;  additioaal  appro- 
priation for  the  relief  and  prfMeoiian  of  diitreiaed 
American  seamen  doriog  the  year  one  tbonsand 
eight  hundred  and  ten,"  was  read  the  second  time 
by  unanimons  consent ;  and  referred  to  the  com- 
tniitee  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  ISlh  instant, 
the  Message  ofthe  President  of  the  Dnited  States 
of  that  date,  on  the  same  subject,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  ibe 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  collectors  of 
iheportsof  Norfolk, Baltimore, and  Philadelphia^ 
and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Suitb,  of  MarylanJ,  the 
further  coosideraiion  of  the  hill  was  postponed 
noiil  the  first  Monday  ia  January  next, 

Mr.  Pon  savenotice,  that  to-morrow  he  should 
ask  ICBve  to  oring  in  abillaatborizingaaubserip- 
tion  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  the  scoek 
of  the  Ohio  Canal  Company. 

PETITION  OF  IMFORTEBa 


.  '  engaged  in 
the  imporiaiioo  or  maonfactured  ^oods,  and 
have  ordered  &  supply  for  the  coming  season, 
which  it  is  out  oftbeir  power  to  countermand; 
and  praying,  if  Congress  shall  deem  it  proper  to 
enforce  a  non-intercourse  with  Great  Britaiii, 
provision  may  be  made  hj  law  authorizing  the 
entry  of  goods  imported  irou  thai  country,  to 
such  date  as  will  relieve  them  from  the  emoar- 
rassments  apprehended  and  slated  at  large  in  the 
pelition;  wbicb  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
commiiEee  appointed  on  the  7tb  instant  on  sv 
much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  Stales  as  concerns  [he  relaiioat  between 
the  United  Staten  and  France  and  Great  Britain, 
.to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  other- 
wise. 

The  petition  is  as  follows: 
To  Ike  honoraik  Satate  md  Houte  of  R^rtttniativei 

of  the  United  State;  in  CoagriM  attembled,  tit  pe- 

tilion  y  tht  tvbteriben,  merchautt  af  ike  City  of 

Piiladtiphia,  rupetlfuUy  thovieth  .- 

That  your  petitioners,  being  marchants  engaged  in 
the  importatiDii  of  msnnfactnrad  goods  Itqdi  other 
conntries  for  the  supply  of  this,  would  reapeclfbllj  rep- 
iMsot  to  Coagre*   the  peeolisj  smbuTaaMseBts  to 


which  thay  wiU  be  tiiMs,  \ij  the  expected  reri*a1  of  tba 
noD-intercoorse  with  Great  Britain.  For  this  purpoee, 
tfasT  beg  tesie  to  state  the  utustiMi  of  this  bnmcn  of 
trade  with  sama  parUcularit;. 

Many  of  your  petitionsn  bate,  sccording  to  the  qsnal 
conrse  of  business,  sent  orders  Is  Great  Britsin  filr 
goods  as  early  as  August,  and  tnxa  thml  tine  to  the 
middle  of  October.  Theas  orders,  when  receiTed,  aro 
given  ont  to  mutofkcinrsrs  to  ciBcnle ;  and  ths  goods, 
when  receired  from  tbem  and  packed  op,  srs  on  sc- 
eount  and  at  the  risk  of  tba  American  marebsnt. 

At  the  time  when  the  President's  {Koclanation  wsa 
issoad,  the  onij  precantionaTy  measures,  whitli  tims 
WDotd  permit  yonr  petitioiMTS  to  take,  were  to  diiect 
the  goods  they  had  ordered  not  la  be  shipped,  llie 
goods  will  thaiafbie  remain  *t  the  risk  of  youi  peti- 
tioners, who,  in  oases  where  the  goods  are  paid  for,  are 
depiiiGd  of  the  use  of  their  cspital,  and  in  other  cases 
will  aeon  be  sobjected  to  a  heaTj  dlarge  of  interest. 

Toot  petitioners  woold  farther  rapressnt,  that,  ■■ 
canseqnenca  of  the  ineressa  of  capital  in  this  coootiy, 
a  natcoisJ  change,  dke  extent  of  which  ia  not  gensrsly 
undaratood,  hse  taken  plec*  in  (he  bminess  of  importing 
goods.  Fonaerly,  goods  ware  imported  almost  ezdo- 
sltelj  on  crediL  The  American  tnerchaut  was  a 
debtor;  and,  in  fiut,  traded  on  fbrsdgn  capital,  and 
ehisflj  on  that  of  Great  Britain.  But,  in  couaequanoe 
of  the  great  increase  of  capital  in  this  city,  and  pnAably 
to  other  Darts  of  die  Dnion,  not  only  is  the  old  debt 
liqnidateo,  but  the  importer  is  enabled  to  make  ad- 
vances for  a  great  part  of  his  importation.  And  jow 
petitioners  stale,  willi  oonfidenee,  that  about  one-thiid 
of  the  goods  imported  from  Great  Britain  are  paid  for 


This  oenrse  of  business  is  not  only  beneficial  to  the 
mardhant,  but  to  die  eonnttj  at  large,  which  there^ 
obtains  its  sowUee  on  better  terms,  and  the  advantages 
arising  ftom  it  nave  made  it  habitaa).  Atmest  all  yonr 
pstilionars  have  remitted,  in  part,  and  some  of  thein  in 
foil,  for  goods  whioh  are  ordered  to  oMne  ont  the  uor 
■niog  Spring ;  and  if  the  nwa^ntetconrse  tbauld  ba  re- 
-~-l,  with  respect  to  Greet  Britein,  on  the  first  of 
uarj  neit,  the  conntry  will  not  only  be  deprived 
of  a  oonsidarable  eapital,  bnt  yonr  palitioaers,  iodrrida- 
ally,  be  great  snflerars,  bybsving  tneir  propertj  placed 
ont  of  tbeir  power  for  an  indelnile  length  of  lima. 

Some  of  yoar  petitioners  are  placed  in  circnmstancea 
which  mar  operate  with  still  greater  saveritj  against 
them.  They  have  ordered  goods  which  will  have  been 
shipped  so  esrly,  that  it  was  not  possible  to  connter- 
msnd  tbem  sfter  ibe  issntng  of  the  President's  procla- 
mation ;  and  which  goods,  by  delanlioD  at  the  shipping 
port,  b;  long  pssssges.  or  aacidents  at  sea,  may  not 
arrive  until  after  tbe  first  of  February,  and  of  conrse 
may  be  liable  to  seimre  end  condemnation. 

Wherefore,  yonr  petitioners,  confiding  in  the  cqui^ 
of  their  Government,  and  in  its  altsntion  to  the  inter- 
esta  of  all  classes  of  citinns,  respectfully  prsj  yonr 
honorable  bod;  to  take  into  conaiderstioa  the  peculiar 
hardship  of  their  case;  and,  if  Congress  shall  deem  it 
proper  to  enforce  a  non-intercourse  with  Great  Britain, 
that  a  law  may  be  passed  sulhoriiing  the  entry  of 
goods  imported  froio  that  country,  to  such  date  as  will 
relieve  your  peti^ners  from  the  Bmbatraastnsnts  before 
mentioned. 

SAMUEL  CARSWELL, 
And  thirtjf'tiglU  other  ttibitrittr*, 

PaiuDBbHii,  Oce.  II,  ISIO. 
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mSTORT  OP  CONGRESS. 


Bow*  <^  Out  OMted  gtafw. 


BANK  OF  THE  UWITBD  STATES. 
Mr.  Lb[b  preseDted  ibe  meiDorial  of  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
praring  a  Teneiral  of  the  charier  of  ibe  Bank  of 
the  United  Suies,  for  reaaons  therein  itatedj  apd 
the  Eaemoriil  waa  read,  and  referred  lolhecammit- 
tee  appoinied  on  the  ISih  instant,  to  consider  the 

Ktition  of  the  President  aod  Directors  of  the 
ink  of  the  United  States  an  the  lame  sabjecU 

The  memorial  is  aa  foUotra : 
» lAe  <8Mafe  «uf  BiMiM  of  AipreMnfaftM*  ^Ik  Uu- 

ierf  rSMea.  lAc  MMNMnaJ  e/ tie  fuberiier*,  memitn 

^  the  CkamAtr  of  Commeree  of  Pluladdpkia,  rt- 

tptctjvBy  rtpruvU*  ; 

That  ysBT  memorialiatt  rayard,  with  interaal  and 
eonceraithe  approachof  that  period  it  which  Ae  ehai- 
ttr  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales  will  expire;  «ad 
llMt,  from  an  intima^  with  Ui«  inatitnllon,  and  an  im- 
MadUta  kuowledga  of  it*  diieetion ;  &an  a  view  of  the 
iMeraala  plain);  interwoven  with  ita  axiiteoM,  and  an 
antlelpMion  of  the  rain  which  mnat  follow  ita  diaaoln- 
tton,wayare  iiidticad,OD  lUio««aai»B,to  addraaajon. 

Toor  nemoiialiBli,  in  preaentiiv  to  yonr  view  aaeh 
•onaidaraliDai  aa  thOTdaam  to  bentgeotfei  a  renewal 
«r  di«  eharlaroftfae  Bankof  tba  United  Stataa,  daaign 
lo  aonfltto  tbemadTea  toaueh  laeta,oiienn«tanc«ai*nd 
tapreaaioiia,  aa  are  itnmadiaMj  within  IbaJi  own  ezpo> 
riaiMeand<As«rTaUeii.    The;  aMaaiwibU  that  it  would 


ladneeneDt  tin  the  contintiance 
way  bt  drawn  from  ita  couTinienoe  and  apttlnde  to  ttie 
#^-"-'-'  operation*  of  the  ChiTaniBent ;  nor  do  the; 
doMD  it  proper  to  obtrude  npon  jour  deliberatiana  ar- 
■«BMnt«  in  faror  of  the  CooatiutiDnal  estatanca  of  an 


joo  Boch  &cIb,  oonnaetad  with  the  inlarMt  of  the  cili- 
aen,  and  the  wall-beinf  ^  the  ooaininnitj,  a*,  in  their 
ooneeption,  la;  the  foundation  ftr  jNraetical  reaaaning 
in  bior  of  a  proleDnti^  of  the  diaiter. 

The  Bankof  the  Unitad  Stataa  deriraa  ita  aziatenee 
front  an  act  of  CongiMa,  paaaed  in  Fubinuj,  1791 — 
coeval  with  the  organiiatjan  of  the  OoTanuaent,  and 
ita  arrangement  of  the  ijitam  of  roTanue  and  financ«. 
It  had  ita  orifin,  not  from  indlTidual  aolidtatioD,  inter- 
eat,  or  apeculation,  but  diiectlj  from  the  Goremmeat 
ilielf,  and  arawedlv  for  i^  purpoaei.  Bj  the  striking 
declaiBtion  in  ita  ebartar,  tlut  •■  a  Bank  of  the  United 
Stataa  ihall  be  eatabliahed,"  and  the  atill  more  atiiking 
proTiaiona  which  it  coDtaini,  in  relatioQ  to  the  pajmsnt 
(rfthree-Tonrthaof  ita  capital  in  the  public  debt — to  the 
'  in*pection  of  ita  accounta  and  transaction*  b;  the  offi- 
cer at  the  head  of  the  Treuur; — to  the  receipt  of  iti 
IhIIb  or  notes  in  all  parment*  to  the  United  States — to 
ita  loana  to  the  gorernment  of  a  particular  State,  or  a 
fiKeign  Prince— -by  a  direct  inveatment  of  inlercat  on 
behalf  of  the  nation,  to  the  extent  of  one-Sflh  of  ita 
capital — and  b;  a  poaitive  pledge  of  the  faith  of  Got- 
emaeat,  fi>r  it*  exelaiin  eiistence  nnder  tho  laws  of 
(he  United  Stataa, — were  impreaaad  upon  it  the  moat 
nnqoaationable  featarea  of  national  character  and  last- 
ing eoatinuanoa.    Frem  ita  origin,  ita  form,  and  ita 


I  the  purehaae  of  ita  atoek,  ic 
milar  matitntiona,  and  in  the 


in  the 


cial  entar]me. 

In  the  purchaae  of  ita  stock,  TOor  moDorialiata  regard, 
within  the  imnediate  aphere  of  their  connexion  and 
iiliani  lilinn.  an  intareat  to  the  amount  of  one  nuUton 
of  dolUrain  thecitiienaof  Penosrhania.  Tbia  inter- 
eat,  extending  to  the  proportion  of  one-tenth  part  of  the 
cartel  of  the  bank,  and,  aa  la  stated,  to  one-third  part 
of  the  atock  botden  in  the  United  Stataa,  has  been 
priitdpall;  loTeated  at  an  adrance  upon  ttke  original 
Bttbaeription,  which  baa  been  paid  ttom  faith  in  the  man- 
agement and  eonfideoM  in  the  dnration  of  the  inatita- 
tiiHi.  Thia  Intereit,  in  a  large  proportien  etao,  it  tnq 
tral;  be  itatad,  ia  the  proper^  and  dapendenee,  inTeatod 
upon  a  principle  of  aecniitj  and  eonfldenea,  «f  wid> 


whidi  noealcniatiou  can  aaeortain.  And  joormemo- 
rialiala  cannot  but  think  that  a  aacri&ca  of  interaat  of 
au<^  a  deacriplion  can  nerei  be  required,  and  will  uei«r 
be  made,  but  to  answer  national  p 


lathee: 


of  nearly  aaven  millions,  jonr  memo- 
rialiita  nnderatand,  the  stock  of  the  Itank  to  ha  holden 
by  fbreignera,  or  persons  not  reuding  within  the  Uni- 
ted Stales.  That  there  has  eiisted  no  objection,  either 
of  policy  or  propriety,  on  the  part  of  the  Oovemment, 
to  the  holding  of  this  sle^  b|r  aliens,  U  eTineed  hy  the 
charter's  containing  no  prohibition,  and  by  the  recant 
■ale,  diiectly  to  foceigners,  of  that  portion  of  the  atoi^ 
holdan  bj  the  United  Statee.  That  this  exIenaiTe  inter- 
est bat  bean  inveated  from  a  firm  reliance  npon  the 
conlinnanee  of  the  bank  cannot  be  donbted-  With 
what  propriety  and  upon  what  fonndation  that  rallanca 
baa  been  placed  your  memorialiata  do  not  undertake  to 
decide,  but  dontaot  themaslTea  with  eipreenng  their 
oonfidsnoe  that  your  wladom  and  justice  will  acnip«- 
loDsly  guard  the  ftith  of  the  Government  from  every 
imputation. 

In  the  eatsUithment  of  similar  inatitntiona  under  the 
sanction  of  the  diffident  State  Qovemmenla,  your  me- 
morialists conceire  that  there  bat  been  diaplaTed  a  raU- 
anee  upon  the  eontlnuanca  of  the  Bank  of  Ine  United 
Stetea.  In  all  parta  of  die  Union,  where  tUt  bank  or 
its  brandies  eils^  other  tunking  aaMdationa  haTobeen 
eatabliabed.the  interest  end  eoncwna  of  which  are  ma> 
terially  interwoTan  with  the  existence  of  the  Netjonnl 
Bank.  In  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  capital  of  the 
banka,  ezdnnra  of  thet  of  tba  Bank  of  the  Unilsd 
States,  amounta  to  nearly  ali  mlllioBa  of  doUara,  in 
which  the  Stale  of  PenneylTania  haa  an  inteaeat  to  Iha 
amoani  of  naarir  two  nilliona  of  doUai*^  and  eitiMBa 
of  the  Stale  to  abaaat  the  whole  of  Ibe  leaidaa. 

Fran  the  oolledion  of  the  bonds  fiw  dutiee,  al  Iha 
Bank  of  the  United  Statea,  it  anaToidaUy  reaulta  that 
there  ia  in  that  bank  a  great  and  constant  aceumula- 
tionof  the  paper  of  the  other  banka.  This  cause,  con- 
tined  with  ita  weight  of  capital  and  eite naive  depoiltea, 
has  given  to  the  Bank  of  the  Uaitad  Statee  an  obvioua 
Importuice,  in  the  connexion  with  other  banks,  which 


deeply  injnriotis  will  be  lelt  by  all  other  banking  ineti- 
tntMwa  tfiiUB  Dm  lanp  of  ita  ^Mrtiwis.    In  their 
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Bank  of  At  IMUed  StaUa. 


Sbhatb. 


l^ited 


,fehciuioii,  it  ii  impoMbls  Uiat  fibte  Bank  of  the 
Onilad  State*  dioald  iiact  paTOieot  from  it*  debtwv, 
and  cloae  iti  concenu,  mibont  ita  ptodncinf  all  the 
evibof  proatiatad  endit  and  gaiteral  delintgDenej.  In 
tbeaa  erlia  theotbar  banks  Boat  laigd  J  ihare,  and  &om 
them  mnit  mait  atrerri^  aafisi- 

YoBT  memarialiati,  va  tiiw  paiot,  infamit  to  yonr 
Gonuderation,  that  neither  the  indiTidntfa  who  hara 
tbn*  exteniiTehr  eabaifcad  theii  intaierta  in  olhat  in- 
•titnliona,  nor  the  gofenunenta  which  have  hronght  them 
into  beinKi  and  made  them  the  depaaliaiaa  of  the  pnh- 
lic  wealth,  coold  have  sTar  contmpUed  Ifceir  expoaDTe 

!DtaI  i^ury,  oi  perbus  deatniction,  by  the 

{  the  Natioiud  Bank;  and,  o*en  if  anch 
oawa  mi^t  bare  beett  SMtaiaplated,  (ha  event 
■>a\j  be  antictpalad  lo  proceed  from  the  meet 
i|  public  exigency,  or  a  anre  eakolalioa  of  the 
greitett  publican. 

Id  the  axtenaion  of  commercial  enteTpriae,  yonr 
memoiialiite  prcKot  toyonr  *iew,  fnrthei  and  ationger 
evidence  of  reliance  npon  the  ecntinaaiK*  of  the 
bank.  The  eetabliahment  of  the  bank  may  joally  be 
regardod  ai  tlie  ent  which  maika  the  riaa  of  commer- 
cial credit,  confidanea,  and  enterpriae.  A  recurrence 
to  the  itate  of  onr  conntry,  anlecedeatly  to  thia  eetab- 
liahmaniiWiUihowthe  truth  of  the  remark,  and  leaie 
no  doubt  upon  the  mind,  aa  to  tb  imtmoienulity  of 
the  bank  in  efieettng  the  change.  The  formmtioo  of 
the  bank  called  into  eircQiation  a  mac*  of  torpid 
weallh,  opetiBd  large  and  liberal  loarcea  of  accommo- 
dation to  enterpriae,  and  enforced,  and  inaurad,  pDuc- 
tuality  in  commercial  dealingj  the  effect  wa*  won 
and  aenaiU^  felt  by  tbe  commerce  and  agrienttiue  of 
the  conntry,  and  ita  aalntary  character  baa  been  ahown, 
in  the  general  difffaoon  of  eobfidmoe- and  proaperi^. 
No  Bouoer  waa  the  bank  eitabliahed  upon  thai  lara 
fonndation,  on  wbidi  faith  in  ita  pennanence  and 
diraction  caused  it  to  net,  than  lli  ^oA  adnncad 
in  Taloe,  and  attracted  a  laifa  amioiuil  of  fiMaign 
cental  to  the  conntry ;  from  the  intrDdnction  {rf  lUa 
foreign  cqiilaJ,  whidi  waa  iavcatsd  at  a  higb  advanoa, 
proceeded  Ihaao  important  nanltoi  that  tha  cttiMn 
realized  a  gain  in  tha  advanee  paid  by  the  fan^pm, 
and  tbe  counby  wai  enabled  to  tiada  upon  tbe  tx^gn 
cafntal  at  an  intereet  below  ita  markat  valna.  Otbar 
inalitutioiu  lOse  upon  the  liberated  capital  of  tha  oiti< 
Mn,  and  ■  geiiBnil  i^ateoi  of  aceommodatioQ  gave  a 
spring  to  enterprise;  the  merchant,  mechanic,  uid 
manufacturer,  whoaa  probity  and  industry  inspired 
eonfidBDog,  waa  euaUad  to  obtain  tbe  maaaa  of  exer- 
tion, and  to  extend  hii  traiuacti<nu.  The  borrowera 
baTe  calonlated  with  eonfidenoe  upon  a  eontinnanea 
of  the  loan,  w  loag  ta  they  are  deemad  safe  for  ita 
Tq>ayaaanl,  and  luie  not  anticipated  a  deMaiid  whish 
may  find  dmn  upnparad,  and  coat  them  a  McriieB 
of  either  pt^Mity  or  credit 


Ilk  < 


otUa 


del  and  manafactnring  ooncoms  bava  arisen  In  the 
country ;  and  large  inTeataeots  have  been  made  upon 
tha  bith  of*  general  eradiL  To  dHaalTethe  Bankof 
the  United  States,  ia  not  only  ta  cheek,  but  lo  destroy, 
this  credit,  inasmuch,  ea  not  ooty  that  bank,  but  all 
Mhen  ataB  conneeted  with  it,  mwt  eompel  tba  pay- 


lltbCoH.  3d  Sets.— 3 


that  it  may  be  urged. 


that  tiie  UmitatioD  in  the  charter  of  tbe  Bank  of  tbe 
United  States  was  a  lundiog  adoionition  to  the  tbii- 
ODS  interest*  connected  with  that  ioatilation,  that  a 
period  was  appointed  for  ita  legal  eiisleuce,  which  it 
conld  not  reaaonabty  be  expected  to  pu*.  From  the 
existenco  of  thia  lltaitation,  open  and  notoiioui  to  all, 
it  it  argued,  that  no  injnalice  can  arise  from  the  re- 
haal  of  Govemment  to  grant  a  continuance  of  privile- 
g4si  bayand  tbe  time  for  which  they  were  originally 
conterredi  but  your  memoiialista  art  coaGdaot  that 
thoy  qtaak  tbe  language  of  general  opinion,  when 
they  state,  thatlh«  lunitationwas  designed  u  a  cbat^, 
by  wfaioh  du  inatitntion  might  be  controlled,  m  * 
guard  against  tha  miechieti  of  a  dafocttro  admiiiistni- 

of  time  when  it  might  come  to  an  . 

i*e  reaaons  of  pvUic 

d«ngited,  and  neror 
has  been  raceiTed,  as  the  jieriod  of  ita  diasolution,  if 
its  adminiatiatioa  waa  muked  by  at>ility,  integriW, 
and  inwartiality,  and  its  ezistenoc  [tfoductiTe  of  pnb- 

To  the  administiatian  of  the  bank,  yonr  mantorial- 
iata  frealy  yield  the  tastimony  of  their  decided  appto- 
bation;  so  Ku  as  tbe  transactions  «t  the  buUt  h*.ft 
been  open  to  their  obaerration,  its  direction  bas  dis- 
mayed a  liberal  desire  to  subeerre  tho  great  objects  of 
tbe  instiMti«D,  by  diAuiog,  with  impartiality,  its  ac- 
commodationa  U  the  greaurt  aiMnt,  compatible  with 
its  fondamenlal  interests.  It  is  but  jnaiice  to  this 
direction,  ffarther  to  add,  ti>at  during  the  cunent 
year,  a  crisia  of  tha  gnatert  interest  to  the  bank,  aa 

Cor  BMOMirialisti  fully  baliavo,  lis  aocommodationa 
ye  not  bean  contraelad  within  the  limits  ippajntad 
by  sound  eonaideratians  of  sabty  and  propriety. 

How  &II  the  ooovenieDca  of  the  OovamuMnl  may 
b«  s&etad  by  tbe  dissolution,  or  by  a  material  allara- 
tion  of  the  bank,  yaw  memorialists  do  not  nndanafca 
to  declare;  they  .antartain,  bow«var,  the  stiongest  par- 
sowioit,  that  coiuideratiaas,  not  only  of  fieM  M»*«- 
niance,  but  of  nocessi^,  as  regaida  the  interest  of  iodi- 
vidnals,  and  the  proapedty  of  the  community,  urgo 
the  eontinnanea  M  tbe  bank.  On  ihU  point  yourat- 
tenlun  is  aamestly  solioited  to  the  existing  state  oT 
tbe  countiy;  ila  unavoidable  reliance  upon  acccunmo- 
dations  from  the  banka ;  the  use,  convenience,  and 
importance  of  the  Bank  of  tha  Uuiled  Slatea,  in  its 
present  form,  l»  tbe  commnnirr,  and  tbe  avO*  which 
impend  from  its  deatmciiMi. 

la-a  view  of  the  state  of  the  eountry,  at  the  p 


the  atate  of  the  eountry,  at  the  meaent 
ineeled  with  this  anbfect,  die  foUowing 


(DiMb  inoeased,  and  the  merdnot  is  labMing  under 
Uie  pressnre  of  a  heavy  aeqneetration  of  poperty 
abroad,  and  a  fiuiora  of  naonroaa  at  home.    Of  ue 


lain  un productively  on  tbe  merchants'  hands, 
and  wa*  exported  with  the  hope  of  being  comerted 
into  the  means  by  which  his  angagementa  might  be 
met.  Under  such  circiunstancra,  the  relianea  of  many 
n  necessarily  upon  a  tcmporaiy  use  of  the  capital 
found  in  the  banks,  to  which  uey  have  confident 
trusted,  aa  a  resoutce,whil*t  their  credit  ■hall  continue, 
and  until  their  property  shall  be  relieved. 

In  the  curreot  year  the  exportation  of  specie  from 
tbe  United  States  bas  been  t(    '       • ——. 
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•Dd  th«  importation  hu  been  inoonrideribla  in  ■mannt. 
Thli  circnmBUnce  hu,  of  conns,  tended  to  increue 
tbe  embamHrnent  of  the  merchuil,  inumnob  u  it 
]iu  neceaurily  contneted  hie  Bccommodattafli.  Fi«m 
tlieie  c&usoe  it  hai  re*D[ted,  tbat  ths  demend  fti 
money  ii  aneommoDlj  gieat,  and  tbe  meaiu  for  rap- 
plying  tbat  demand  are  unuaaally  litnited. 

In  this  itale  of  tbingt,  the  mercantile  peit  ofAe 
counliy  •««■  bebre  it,  in  the  coming  yeari  en  eim- 
ordinaiy  amoant  of  debt  to  the  Unilnil  State*,  for  dn- 
ti(e,>Urge  proportion  ofwhich,  it  payable  upon  good* 
Oat  have  hitherto  b«en  naprodnctiTe;  and  it  antici- 
patea  ^e  privation  of  that  aid,  which  the  bank  hai 
■Iwaye  been  aecnitomed  to  gire  towarda  the  Mjnant 
«f  AeCnitom  Honae  bond*.  In  addiUoB  t«  tlua,*rilh 
the  expiration  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  Ihr  United 
State*,  it  Me*  a  aQapenriaa  of  the  eireulalian  of  fiAeeD 
mlllicni  of  dollar*,  the  atatad  amount  of  tt*  ordinary 
■ceommodationi.  It  mm  an  acevmtttaiian  of  the 
predoui  netah  in  the  bank,  to  the  amonnt  of  it*  capi- 
ta]; it  *««  aeTNi  million*  of  that  capital  withdrawn 
from  the  conntry;  and  it  leea,  that  payment  of  datiea 
nan  no  longer  be  made  to  the  Govarnment  in  the 
notei  of  tba  National  Bank,  bntthal  payment  moat  be 
made  in  apecie.  With  thii  proapeet,  and  the  addi- 
tional certainty,  tbat  accommodation  and  cvnfidence 
will  be  nniTeraally  mcoeeded  by  eiaction  and  diatrnat, 
jour  memoHallBta  are  peiauaded,  that  it  i 
Tain  fbr  indiTidnali,  for  the  dtartered  inatit 
tte  Oavammenl  itaelf,  to  expect  the  fulfilment  of  engage- 
OlMita,  or  to  rely  upon  the  peiformaace  of  contract*. 

To  the  mind*  of  your  memorialtEts,  the  Bank  of  the 
United  State*,  in  it*  present  form,  prseenta  a  itriking 
character  for  it*  a>e,  convenience,  and  importance  to 
the  community.  In  addition  to  ^e  various  points  of 
view  in  which  its  valne  has  been  ah^ady  considered, 
it*  aaea  are  further  to  be  regarded,  in  it*  affording  a 
convenient  and  safe  medium  of  circalation  throughout 
the  United  Statea ;  and  in  the  bnlitie*  which  it  gianta, 
by  meatis  of  it*  draft*,  in  the  tranaporilion  of  fnnda 
from  one  part  of  the  country  to  another,  with  perfect 
•ecnrily.  In  a  natjonat  and  individual  point  of  view, 
ita  utility  is  also  diiplayed,  in  having  and  exercialng, 
by  means  of  it*  peculiar  eonnexion  of  several  branehea 
in  one  common  interest,  the  power  of  guarding  against 
the  inconvenience  and  evil,  which  might  result  from 
the  balance  of  trade  between  different  part*  oft' 
Union,  producing  a  local  defidency  of  the  circilatll 
medium.  Bat,  above  all,  yonr  memorialist*  regard 
{nestimable,  an  inititntion  which,  in  ita  ample  i 
Kniree*,  poasesae*  the  power,  and  in  the  independent 
and  liberal  apirit  of  its  ditvction,  manUsft*  the  will, 
■flectaally  to  aid  both  UoTemiDent  and  tlte  private 
dlilen,  in  case  of  a  enddan  and  lariOB*  emergency. 

To  predict,  with  certainly,  the  extent  of  the  »»il* 
which  muBi  inevitably  flow  ftom  a  disaalntion  of  the 
bank,  b  beyond  the  power  of  yAor  memorialists.  They 
conceive  that,  amongtheee  evils,  however,  may  certainly 
be  placed  an  extensive  and  aggravating  loss,  by  all 
peraons  interested  in  the  banking  aasocistions  of  tbe 
conntiy,  a  destructive  disregard  of  punctuality  En  tlte 
performance  of  contracts,  both  toward*  the  Oovem. 
ment  and  tbe  ci^zen;  a  wide  aprcading  bankruptcy, 
which  will  be  felt  by  the  commerd^,  mannCteturing, 
and  agricultural  intereale;  a  diffidence  of  the  stability 
of  Govemmant,  ha&  at  home  and  abroad,  and  a  pro*, 
tration  of  that  confidence  and  credit,  which  have  so 
happily  and  *acces*ftiny  adminiatered  to  the  entet' 
prba  and  protperity  of  the  Muntty. 


Fiwa  the  view  whitdi  i 
of  thi*  subject,  and  the  obeervatian*  which  thay  have 
■nbnutted  to  your  conaideration,  it  is  apparent,  that 
eameat  prayer  to  you  is,  that  a  renewal  of  Hie 
charter  of  tiie  Bank  of  die  UarUsd  Blatea  may  be 
granted ;  and  a  conflnnatiMi  thereby  b«  given. to  pub- 
lic eonfldenca,  private  ttanqnillity,  gfanaral  credit,  and 
national  proaparity. 

COHDY  RAOUET, 


Wedncsday,  Decemtiei  26. 
Tbe  Sentle  asMtabUd;  and  on  motioa,  ad- 
joaniKl  U>  11  o'clock  to-morrow  moining.  | 

THCRaDAY.DeeeinbeT  37. 

Jenuif  Wbithide,  from  the  Btaie  of  Tennei-      j 
Ks,  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Leib,  from  the  coiomiltee.  appointed  on  tbe 
7ib  JDsiaai,  to  eoniider  the  aobjeec,  reported  a 
bill  to  iDcorporate  tfaeaubtcrihen  to  the  Farmers' 
Bank  of  Alexandria;  and  tbe  bill  waa  re«d  and 
paEisfd  10  the  second  reading. 

Tbe  Pbebidbkt  laid  before  the  Semte  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  prepared 
in  obedieDce  to  the  directions  of  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  regulating  the  currency  of  foreign  coins, 
in  Ibe  United  Stales,"  passed  April  10, 1806 ;  and 
the  report  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consid- 
eration. 

Mr.  Leib  gave  notice  ibatto-tnorrow  be  should 
ask  leave  to  hriog  in  a  bill  for  tbe  establishment 
of  a  quariermasier's  departmenl. 

Tbe  bill,  eoliiled  ''An  act  to  continue  in  force, 
for  a  further  time,  tbe  first  section  of  the  act,  en- 
tilted  'An  act  further  to  protect  tbe  commerce 
and  seamen  of  tbe  United  States  agaiaat  the  Bac- 
bary  Powers,"  was  read  the  aeoond  lime. 

Tbe  bill  to  inewporale  the  Bank  of  Washiog- 
ton  was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  SuiTH  of  Maryland,  presented  tbe  memo- 
rial of  Thomas  Corcoran  and  others,  citizens  of 
Georgetown,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  statiog 
that  they  had  commenced  cermin  improvements 
in  the  channel  of  the  rirer  Potomac,  near  that 
town,  but  that  they  were  impeded  in  their  pro- 
gress by  a  legal  injuQction,  on  suggestion  that 
they  might  do  injury  to  the  bridge  lately  erected 
over  the  afoie  men  tinned  tlver:    And  that    the 

Keiitioners  are  coosirained  to  lay  iheir  ca.se  be- 
>re  Congreia,  and  to  ask  iheii  interpositioQ  and 
relief.  And  the  pelilton  was  read  and  referred 
to  a  seUct  committee,,  to  consist  of  five  members, 
to  oonaider  and  report  lUeteon,  by  bill  or  other- 
wise ;  and  Mesita.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Fbamk- 
Liti,  Ch*hm.im,  GiiLLABDi  aad  BsAiiLBr,  were 
appointed  the  oommittee. 

Mr.  HoRBBT  gave  xoiiee  that  to-morrow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  knog  in  a  bilJ  authorizing  the 
sale  and  grant  of  aceriain  quantity  of  public  land 
totheChesapeak*  and  Delaware  Canal  Company. 
A  message  from  the  House  of  Repreaentatives 
informed  (he  Senate  thai  ihe  Hoase  have  passed 
a  bill.eatitled  "An  act  toautborize  tbe  Secretary 
of  War  to  ascertain  and  settle,  by  ibe  appoint. 
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Skxatb. 


raeot  of  CminiwioiMn,  the  exterior  line  of  ttie 
public  land  tl  West  Poiot,  with  the  ftdjoioing 
proprietor ;"  in  wbieb  bill  tt«j  dotire  the  concur- 
reno«  of  ihe  Senate. 

The  bill  last  bronslit  ap  for  eonaurreiioe  waa 
lead  end  pawed  to  the  » 


e  weoad  teadiii|;. 
Mated  [he  petiiion  of  C 


Mr.  Ah  DIB  sot*  preMated  [he  petiiion  of  David 
Porter,  aiatiair  thai  he  eoratDanded  the  flotilla 
BlatioDod  at  New  Orlecoa,  dating  the  eziiieoee 
of  the  lawi  prohibiting  intereoam  with  France, 
■dJ  thmi  he  there  seized,  and  ptoMcuied  at  his 
owTi  Mpense,  to  condetnaatioii,  three  Teaiels,  the 
proceeds  of  which  were  diMributed  under  the  roT- 
eoDe  lawi,  biit  that  fail  proportion  thereof  did  not 
amount  to  the  eoalof  prOMcntion.  He  therefore 
pnji  Coogreta  to  relinquish  to  bin  theirpropor- 
tioDofihe  penaltie*  and  for feirarea  which  maf 
have  been  incurred  by  said  aeizni«a,a«  a  remuner- 
atioD  for  his  services;  sad  the  petition  waa  read, 
and  referred  to  a  select  oommitlee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon,  by  bill  or  oiherwine;  and 
Messrs.  Ahdexboh,  Campbeli.,  and  CLAT,.were 
appointed  the  eoramittee. 

Mr.  Pops  asked  and  obisined  leave  to  bring  __ 
a  bill  authorizing  a  aabaoription  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States  to  the  stock  of  the  Ohio  Canal 
Cotnpany;  and  the  bill  waa  read  and  paaaed 
the  second  reading. 

OCCUPATION  or  WEST  FLORIDA. 

Tbfl  Senate  resu mad  the  conaideraiion  of  Lbe 
bill  deelarina  the  laws  now  in  force  in 
ritory  of  Orleans  to  extend  to,  and  to  have  full 
force  and  eflecl,  to  the  river  Perdido,  pursuaot  lo 
the  treaty  ceoeluded  a(  Pnrisoa  the  30ih  of  April, 
1803 ;  and  for  other  parposee. 

The  quBstioo  waa  on  the  bill'a  piusge  to  a 
third  reeding. 

iUr.  PoPB. — Mr.  President,  I  regret  that  the 
honorable  chairman  of  the  eoniDiitlee  who  re- 
ported this  bill  is  not  here  to  girt  it  that  sapport 
which  his  talentsj  informalion,  and  the  impor- 
UDoe  of  tbe  subject  auihoriie  us  to  expeot.  His 
absence  has  devolved  on  ma,  asa  meiober  of  the 
committee,  and  a  represeniatire  of  that  section 
of  the  Uaion  more  immadiately  interested  in  (he 
subject  before  u»,  to  explain  to  the  Senate  some 
of  the  grounds  which  induced  them  to  make  this 
report.  Tbe  first  important  question  wikich  the 
prockmation  of  the  President  and  this  bill  pre- 
sents for  considsratiDB  is,  whether,  or  not,  the 
United  States  ha.ve  a  good  title  to  the  territory 
in  question.  Before  1  examine  the  treaty  of  ces- 
sion from  France  to  ibe  United  Slates  of  1803, 
the  source  of  our  claim,  permit  me  to  inquire 
wbat  were  the  limits  of  Louisiaoa  in  that  quar- 
ter to  which  thissobjeel  leads  us  before  the  treaty 
and  cession  of  176S-3,  between  France,  Spain, 
and  Oreat  Britain?  On  this  subject,  however,.! 
believe  there  is  no  oontrmiety  of  opinian.  Be- 
fore this  period,  Looisinna  extended  eut  of  the 
river  Mis^seippl  to  tbe  river  Perdido.  Fraace 
and  Spain,  by  the  Treaty  of  1TI9,  esubiisbed 
this  boundary  between  FloTi4B,  now  called  East 
Florida  and  Looiaiana,  The  aaeient  limits  of 
Louisiana  banlteeDBoniLly  ascertained  hythe 


docaments  laid  before  Congress  at  different  limes, 
and  the  numeroos  discuuioiw  the  subject  has  un- 
dergone, that  I  should  only  waste  the  limeof  ibe 
Sanare  in  attempting  to  throw  any  new  light  oa 
it.  I  shall  only  refer  the  Seaate  to  one  additional 
cridence  that  this  river  was  the  ancient  eastern 
boundary  of  this  provinee.  Mr.  Smollet,  in  his 
continuation  of  "  Hume's  History  of  England," 
stales  the  answer  of  the  British  QoTerameot  to 
the  propoeiiions  made  by  France  for  peace  eady 
ia  the  year  1761,  from  wfaich  it  appears  that 
France  Ihenetaiined  the  river  Perdido  as  thaii 
eaetcrn  limit,  nor  does  this  fact  appear  to  have 
been  conteetad  by  the  British  Minister.  It  ap- 
pears that  previous  to  the  war  which  (enninated 
in  1763,  Logisiaoa  comprehended  nearly  the 
whale  conn  try  tretered  by  the  Mississippi  and  its 
htanefaes.  Ifind  it  stated  in  a  pamphlet  publiahed 
in  New  York,  thai  France,  by  a  aeerei  cession, 
eontemporaneona  with  (he  treaty  called  (he  Fam- 
ily Compact  of  1761,  transferred  (his  country  (o 
Spain,  to, induce  iier  to  become  her  ally  in  the 
war  against  Qteai  Britain  ;  andalthongh  I  can 
find  no  avidenee  to  support  this  statement,  yet 
the  evanis  of  that  war,  previous  lo  that  period, 
tenders  it  at  least  probable.  It  will  be  remem- 
bered that  the  arms  of  Oreat  Britain  had  tii- 
umnhed  over  lh.ose  of  France  borb  by  sea  and 
land.  France  bad  lost  Canada,  and  a  great  nam- 
ber  of  ships  of  war.  Spain  was  not  then  a  pattjr 
in  the  war,  and,  to  induce  her  to  became  so,  it 
aeema  probable  that  Praaee,  under  the  pressure 
of  adverse  fortune,  ceded  lo  her  this  provinee. 
But,  as  this  statement  does  not  correspond  with 
the  docucmauts  on  our  laUes,  nor  the  views  of 
others  who  have  examined  this  subject,  we  are 
compelled  (o  take  it  for  gnnted,  that  tbe  eesaion 
of  West  Louisiana,  with  tbe  island  of  New  Or- 
leaas,  to  Spain,  and  of  Bast  Louisiana,  since  called 
West  Florida,  to  Oreat  Britain,  were  made  at  the 
same  time,  in  the  year  1768.  It  is,  however,  well 
known  that  France  loade  the  cession  to  Great 
Britain  at  the  instance,  and  for  tbe  benefit  of 
Spain,  to  enable  her,  with  (he  eeesion  of  Florida, 
now  called  BlaK  Florida,  to  obtain  a  teatitniion 
of  Goba.  The  whole  of  Lonioiana,  not  conqneted 
by  Oreat  Britain,  may,  with  propriety,  b«  said  to 
have  hetQ  given  up,  or  ceded  to  Spain.  Let  us 
BOW  examine  that  pari  of  tbe  treaty  of  ceaston 
between  the  United  Slates  and  France  of  1803, 
which  relates  to  this  qnesiion.  By  that  treaty, 
we  acquiied  Louisiana  as  fully,  and  in  tbe  same 
oianner  as  it  had  been  acquired  by  France  from 
Spain,  in  virtue  of  the  Treaty  of  St.  Ildefonsa  of 
the  lit  of  October,  1800.  By  this  treat*,  Spain 
reirocedcd  Louisiana  to  France  *'  wkh  loe  aame 
'  extent  it  then  bad  in  tbe  hands  of  Spain,  and 
that  it  had  when  France  possessed  it,  and  such 
as  it  should  be  after  the  treaties  subsequemlv 
entered  into  bettreen  Spain  and  other  States." 
That  this  exitsct  from  that  treaty  is  correct, can- 
not be  doubted,  as  it  has  never  been  denied  by 
Spain.  Tbe  word  "reirocede"  in  (his  treaty 
has,  1  believe,  occasioned  more  doubt  with  regard 
to  the  raeaaiog  of  this  cession  than  any  cxnres- 
sioa  ca4MaiBad  in  it,  but  cannot,  wbea  ibe  aobject 
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t  the  eflect  contended 
is'said  that  aa  Prance  ceded  to  SpsiD,  in 
1702,  Looiiiana  west  of  the  Misiinippi,  JDcludine 
tbe  iiland  of  New  OrlesDS,  the  word  "  reirocede'* 
must  limit  ibe  ceuion  to  wbal  bad  been  preri- 
Diulf  ceded  by  France  to  9paio ;  but  if  it  Iw  (ma 
thai  Louisiana  east  and  wen  of  ibe  MlniMippi 
wna  ceded  lo  Spain  in  the  fear  1761,  altbough 
Batt  Louisiana  was  afterwards  ceded  by  France, 
with  the  consent  of  Spain  to  Great  Britain,  the 
word  "retrocede"  might,  with  propriety,  bo  used 
with  reference  lo  the  original  grant  to  Spain  in 
1761,  01  if,  what  will  not  be  denied,  the  cession 
of  Kaai  IiQDisiana  to  Oreat  Britain  by  France, 
wm*  at  (he  insiance,  aod  for  the  beneSt  of  Spain, 
Spain,  in  1800,  after  she  had  acquired  East  Lou- 
i>iana,  alias  West  Florida,  so  called  by  Great 
Britaio  after  1763,  coald  well  say  to  Prance,  I 
re-graot  to  yoa  what  yon  ceded  to  ine,  and  on 
my  aceonnl,  or,  at  least,  so  mochas  lean  re-grant 
consistently  with  the  treaties  I  have  since  made ; 
and  this  seems  to  be  the  plain  and  erident  mean- 
ing of  the  insirament.  If  the  parties  had  meant 
to  confine  the  letrocenion  to  the  limiiK  of  the 
cession,  made  by  France  to  Spain,  of  Lonisiaoa 
weat  of  the  Mississippi,  including  the  island  of 
New  Orleans,  they  would  have  uaed  the  same 
deseripiioD.  They  would  certainly  have  stopped 
■f^er  aaying  the  extent  it  then  had  in  the  hands 
of  Spain.  Bnt,  to  prevent  miitake  or  miwon- 
■iraction,  they  add,  '■  that  it  had  when  Prance 
poaaessed  it,"  and,  what  is  itill  more  coaclusfre 
_  of  the  raeaniof  of  the  parlies,  Ibey  go  on  to  say, 
"  aod  such  a*  tt  should  be  a^er  the  Ireaiies  aub- 
aaqneoily  entered  into  between  Spain  and  other 
Stales."  At  Spain  had  never  entered  into  any 
treaty  with  regard  to  the  western  boundary  of 
Loaiiiaoa,  and  as  the  only  treaties  to  which  the 
parties  eonid  have  alloded  was  that  of  1783  with 
Great  Britain,  and  of  1796  with  the  United  States, 
both  relative  lo  limits  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mis- 
aitaippi,  it  is  perfectly  clear  that  the  contracting 
parties  meant  to  comprehend  whatever  of  Louis- 
iana, on  the  east  side  of  Ibe  Hissiwippi,  Spain  had 
K  title  to.  If  the  construction  I  contend  Tor  is 
not  admitted,  tben  the  latter  parts  of  the  descrip- 
tion w[ir  have  no  effect,  contrary  to  a  settled 
principle  of  law  aod  common  sense,  that  every 

Krt  of  an  iostniment  shall  have  eSect,  if  it  can 
any  reaaonable  eonatruelioo.  To  strengthen 
the  eonstrociioo  for  which  I  insist, it  may  not  be 
■miss  to  consider  the  views  of  the  French  Gov- 
ernment at  the  time  tfaii  Treaty  of  St.  lldefonso 
waa  made.  They  no  doubt  acquired  this  prov- 
ioee  with  an  iBiemion  of  holding  it,  and  it  wai 
•D  object  of  natiooal  pride  to  regain  as  much  ai. 
praeiicable  of  the  colonies  whicn  had  been  lost 
ander  the  old  Government.  Besides,  they  oonid 
not  be  ignorant  of  the  importance  of  East  Lonis- 
iana,  now  West  Florida,  to  the  security  of  New 
Orleaoa;  and,  as  the  practicability  of  obtaining 
it  at  that  time  from  Spain  cannot  be  doubted,  the 
pretuoipiion  is  irresistible  that  the  cession  was 
intended  to  embrace  it.  1  bad  intended  to  haveas- 
certained  at  the  Department  of  State  the  ground 
of  objectios  with  Sptin  to  the  aurreBdor  of  that 


country  to  the  United  States,  but  have  not  made 
the  inqniry.  I  do  not,  however,  think  it  difficuli 
to  teeonni  for  tbe  eoitduct  of  Spain.  My  cod- 
iecture  is,  that  France,  after  she  bad  sold  Ijouiai- 
ana  to  the  United  States  and  received  tbe  price 
Hi pnlaied,  secretly  advised  Spain  not  to  surrendi: 
1,  bavins  "^  '^**  titat  formed  the  project  ^faicc 
jhe  is  now  attomptiiw  to  execute,  of  acquinag 
the  whole  Spanish  Empire.  Her  interest  ina. 
therefore,  identified  with  that  of  Spaio,  and  she 
was,  no  doubt,  willing  to  unite  with  Spain  ia 
givingihe  mostlimitedeonstractioa  to  tbecesaioa 
to.  the  United  States.  I  Bad  that  Congreos,  by 
an  act  passed  on  the  24th  of  February,  ISOi 
have  solemnly  asserted  our  right  to  this  terriioiy 
and  aotborized  the  President  to  uke  possessios 
of  it,  and  to  establish  a  port  of  entry,  &«.,  on  tbe 
Mobile,  whenever  he  should  deem  it  expedient 
The  time  when,  and  circa mstances  under  which 
this  step  should  be  taken,  were  submitted  to  tht 
discretion  of  the  Executive.  I  may  be  permitted ' 
to  ask  why,  if  we  had  no  title  to  this  territnry.l 
the  President  was  urged  to  take  possession  hf 
force,  and  censured  for  not  doing  it  1  If  my  re- 
collection is  accurate,  ail  parlies  agreed  we  ought 
to  have  the  country — they  only  differed  as  to  tbe 
mode  of  acquiring  it.  I^ne  President,  influeiiced 
by  thM  policy  which  has  hitherto  guided  the  pres- 
ent Administration,  of  avoiding  making  this  na- 
tion B  party  in  ibe  present  European  war,  ia  the 
exerciae  of  the  discretionary  power  vested  in  him 
by  that  act,  did  not  think  proper  to' seize  upon  it 
by  force,  but  to  wait  for'the  occurrence  of  eveai: 
to  throw  it  into  our  hands  without  a  struggle. 

The  expediency  of  taking  possession  of  thii 
territory  cannot,  it  appears  to  me,  admit  of  i 
doubt.  If  the  Freaideot  had  refused  or  hesitated 
to  meet  the  wislies  of  the  people  of  West  Ploridi 
by  extendiagto  them  theproiecttonof  the  Ameri- 
can Governraent,  and  ibey  had  sought  security 
in  the  arms  of  a  foreign  Power,  what  should  w« 
have  beard  ?  He  would  have  been  charged  with 
imbecility,  and  fear  of  incurring  responsibility- 
He  would  have  been  denounced  as  aoworthy  of 
the  station  his  country  had  assigned  him.  I^i  it 
be  remembered  that  the  Orleans  country  is  onr, 
most  vulneraUe  part — remote  from  oor  physictl: 
force — a  climate  more  fatal  to  our  people  that 
the  sword  of  a  victorious  enemv — and  that  st 
enemy  in  possestion  of  West  Florida  can  wiik 
great  facility  cut  off  Mew  Orleaot  from  the  appa 
country.  If  the  fortunate  momaat  had  not  bta 
seized,  th it  province  would  have  fallen  into  tht 
bands  of  a  foreign  Power,  or,  if  lime  had  bet* 
given  for  intrigue  to  mature  itself,  another  Ban 
plot  would  pT^bl][  have  risen  from  the  ashes  of 
the  first,  more  formidaWe  to  the  integrity  of  ihii 
empire.  Bnrr,  like  Arohimides,  iancied  tbati^ 
he  had  a  place  lo  stand  upon — a  place  beyood  ihi 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  to  rally  bis  fol' 
lowers— he  could  overturn  tbe  Oovernment.  He 
has,  it  is  true,  fled  from  tbe  frowat  of  an  iodig- 
nani  couoiry ;  but  he  was  not  alone.  Let  u 
opportunity  be  afforded,  and  a  tboaiaod  Born 
would  throw  off  the  mask  and  point  their  anat 
against  the  Federal  Union.    On  a  subject  or  such 
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iaientt,  it  woQld  Itave  beeo  erimmal  ip  thorn  ap- 
I  poJDiad  to  wat«h  otw  the  nariaiwt  ntttj  to  ka*e 
'  nteiuwd.  I  was  lurprited  to  heu  this  proeedare 
I  ppononnced  s  robbery,  sod  nukin;  of  war.  Whjr 
'  sbotild  OUT  ■ympatbiei  b«  amkeocd  in  fiTor  of 
'  8p«in1  Wkat  claim  ha«  the  SpaoMh  Qdt«tii- 
'  mcitt  BpoB  onr  modention  and  forbeanncE? 
'  "What  haabeen  hereoadnctT  From  the  momenl 
'    ire  beeame  an  indepeadent  narion  *he  bai  been 

intrigntn^  to  Hparate  tha  Weatera  eouatrj  frocp 
'    tb«  Adaniic  StatCB.    Bbe  haa  made,  at  difllerent 

pcrioda,  and  at  lata  aa  the  year  1797,  in  violation 
'  of  bar  treaty  of  1796  witn  tbia  aooDtry,  direct 
I    propositioiu  to  tha  Weotam  people  (osecede  from 

tb«  Udiod,  and  to  aceoniplisb  her  object  at  least 
I  attempted  the  oae  of  manna  ibe  moat  eotrnpt. 
I  What  hna  been  her  eondoct  lince  we  acquired 
I  LiOiiiiianal  If  I  am  correctly  iBformed,  oorde- 
I  aerlera  and  ilaven  who  faave  taken  refuge  in  Flor- 
I    ida  in  many  ioiianees  have  not  been  lorrendered, 

aad  enormoui  dntie*  hare  been  impoaed  on  our 

Tcaseli  narigatiaff  the  Mobile.    Under  all  these 

firoTOca lions,  safficient  to  hare  drawn  upon  them 
rom  almott  any  other  nation  an  open  declara- 
tion of  war,  onr  GoTernment,  inflnenced  by  that 
pnotOc  policy  which  has  hitherto  regalaied  its 
«oarM  towards  foreign  netiona,  exercised  patience 
and  forbeaianee.  And  tinae  the  late  rerolatioii 
Id  Spain,  I  believe  it  will  not  be  pretended  that 
this  OoveraiaDat  has  manifested  any  disposition 
to  throw  oOT  weight  into  the  scale  of  Fraoea 
against  the  SpanUh  partjr.  Our  Government 
has  taken  no  step  In  relation  to  West  Florida 
until  compelled  by  a  regard  to  oar  own  safety. 
The  BiecaiiTe  in  the  proceeding  Aider  consid- 
eration has  ased  langna^  ibe  most  coDctliatory, 
and  on  tha  face  of  his  proclamation  given  a 
pledge  that  this  Government  wilt  at  any  lime 
enter  into  amicable  negottaiions  on  tha  subject 
of  our  claim  to  this  territory,  if  It  shaH  be  dis- 

There  are  other  at  least  plausible  grounds  npon 
I  which  this  bill  a*  an  original  proposition  might 
I  be  supported  entirely  indniendeat  of  the  cession. 
[  Spain  is  indebted  to  us  a  large  amount  for  apoli- 
I     auons  committed  on  our  commerce ;  and  as  there 

is  DO  Ooveroment St  present  towards  which  the 
i     ordinary  proceeding  can  be  pursued   to  obtain 

payment,  eonid  we  not,  on  the  principle  of  the 
I     aliaehmeDt  law,  as  an  act  of  self-justfce,  seize 

on  this  territory  to  leeure  Baiisfaetlon  7 
1         Aa  this  measure  has  been  emphatically  called 

an  act  of  robbery  and  war,  it  may  not  be  amiss 
[      to  consider  the  political  state  of  the  Spanish  col- 
onies in  relation  to  the  Spanish  Qovernment  in 
i      the  bands  of  the  Jnnta,  and  the  new  dynasty 
I     about  to  be  established  by  Bonaparte.    It  miy 

be  said,  perhaps,  that  the  late  alienation  of  the 
I  Spanish  Crown  and  the  revolution  in  Spain  have 
I  dissolved  the  tie  which  connects  them  vriih  Ibe 
I      mother  counlrr-    On  this  point  I  will  not  detain 

the  Senate.  If  the  French  arms  shall  be  sue- 
I  cessful  in  Spala,  of  which  I  believe  few  enter- 
t  tain  raueii  doubt,  and  the  Junta  shall  be  driven 
I  from  Old  Spain  to  any  of  the  colonica,  iheir  po- 
[     liiical  eharacter  most  cease,  and  they  aan  no 


longer  claim  the  enrrise  of  any  jnriadiolioa  or 
sovereignly  over  the  colonies.  The  eoloniea  an 
not  boBad  together  by  any  political  baai  aneon- 
liected  with  tbe  mother  eouiitry)  they  are  sob' 
jeet  to  the  mother  eoaotry,  but,  the  moment  sha 
IS  conquered,  they  are  at  liberty  to  provide  for 
tb«ro*elve>s  nnleat,  indeed,  theEmperor  of  France 
or  King  JoMpb  can  claim  them.  France,  in  an 
official  expost,  and  King  Joseph,  by  proclama- 
tion, have  declared  Iheir  willingness  that  the  col* 


If  France,   therafore,  shall,  which   is   probable, 
Kfuer  tha  mother  ecnintry,  we  are  fully  a 


ihoTized  by  her  public  declaration  to  the  world  to 
aeanire,  vnlh  the  eonaent  of  the  iBhabitanIs,  not 
only  West  bni  East  Florida,  Cnba,  or  any  other 
province  which  we  shall  deem  il  expedient  to 
coancet  with  the  United  States.  This  bill  may 
be  justified,  Indepeodeot  of  title,  by  the  law  ot 
self-proser ration.  Have  we  any  israranee  that 
ibe  Spanish  Government  will  maintain  their 
neutrality  in  this  territory  if  we  should  be  in- 
volved in  a  war  with  either  France  or  Great 
Britain  1  Can  they,  or  will  they,  prevent  tha 
march  of  aa  enemy's  forees  through  that  terri- 
tory into  the  United  Slalea  1  No,  sir ;  we  have 
every  reason  to  expect  tbe  contrary.  Consider- 
ing how  vulDcnble  we  are  from  this  territory^ 
its  present  state,  and  the  aspect  of  our  foreign 
affairs,  il  appears  to  me  that  we  are  aoibtwixad 
to  lake  poMcesioB  of  it  as  a  meaanre  of  national 
•eenrity.  lb  may  be  objeeied  that  taktnf  the 
properly  of  others  by  force  lead*  to  ralax  the 
morab  of  the  people,  by  destroying  ibai  criterioa 
of  right  and  wroag,  tbe  obaerVance  of  which  is 
sa  neeesaary  to  the  parity  of  oor  Rapnhlic  ;  and 
I  am  ready  to  adiait  thai  we  onghl  to  proceed  ' 
upon  this  prinaiple  of  necesfiiy  aad  expedietiey 
with  great  cantion,  aad  never  to  bbi  upon  it  bat 
in  extreme  and  evident  eases.  Had  we  a  eoloay 
on  the  coast  ot  England  or  France,  similarly 
liinated,  we  know  they  would  not  hesitate. 
When  ws  reflect  that  our  property  ia  seized  by 
almost  every  nalioa;  that  tbe  uws  aad  usages 
of  nations  arc  disregarded  by  nearly  all  Europe; 
that  Iheir  condnci  has  been  lately  marked  with 
a  degree  of  perfidy  and  rapacity  unexampled  in 
the  history  of  the  civilized  world ;  that  ibey 
have  in  fact  become. States  of  Barbarr;  it  ap- 
pears 10  me  that  we  ought  not,  as  regards  them, 
to  be  over  nice  or  squeamish  upon  questions  of 
this  sort.  Shall  we  sit  here  with  our  arms  folded 
until  the  enemy  is  at  our  gates  T  [f  we  waste 
our  time  in  discussion  and  refiDine  abstract  ouea- 
lions  of  right  and  wrong,  we  shaH  lose  onr  inde- 
pendence, and  we  sball  deserve  to  lose  it.  I  had 
hoped  Ibis  bill  would  have  passed  wiihoui  much 
debate;  I  know  tbe  people  are  tired  of  long 
speeches  and  doenments.  Thii  fondness  for 
lengthy  disousaions,  has  even  drawn  upon  Con- 
gress the  reproBcbes  of  tbe  ladies ;  they  begin  to 
•ay — less  talk,  more  action. 

After  Hr.  Pope  had  concluded, 

Mr.  PiCEBBiHo  said  this  was  a  snbjeci  of  great 
inportaoee,  and  onght  aot  to  be  harried  to  ad»- 
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cmoB  on  the  first  dar  of  diKtisBtoii.  Tbli 
the  fim  time  (be  claim  of  the  United  SiKUthad 
been  presented  (o  the  Seoate  id  a  shtpe  to  afford 
Hope  few  diacuuioD.  Ue.wiibed  lime  for  con- 
sideration, and  nored  to  poMpone  the  funher 
coniidermtipn  of  the. subject  to  Monday. 

Motion  )oBt~Byn  5.  It  was  iben  moTed  to 
pMtponeit  nnttl  to<morroir,  and  carried. 

Fkidat,  December  Sa 

Ur.  Lbib  asked  and  obinined  leave  to  bring 
a  bill  for  the  establishmcat  of  a  qiianennMter's 
depairtment ;  aud  the  bill  ms  read  and  passed 
the  seeond  readinc. 

Mr.  HoBBXT  asked  and  obcaiaed  leave  (o  briiif 
in  a  bill  aalhorizing  the  sale  and  grant  of  a  cer- 
tain quaniity  of  public  land  to  (he  Chesapeake 
and  Delaware  Canal  Companr ;  and  the  bill  ww 
read  and  passed  (o  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  Yoiii,  presen(ed  the  me- 
morial of  Darid  Pliillips  and  others,  brass  founders 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  prasinc  the  remoTal  of 
tit*  datj  on  the  importatiAn  of  sine  or  spelter,  for 
reasons  (herein  stated;  and  the  memorial  was 
read  and  ordered  (o  lie  for  consideration. 

Tbc  bilL  entitled  "An  act  to  authorise  the  Seo- 
letarjr  of  War  to  aseertain  and  settle,  by  the  ap- 
poiatnent  of  Commissioners,  the  exterior  line  of 
the  puUie  land  at  West  Point,  with  ibe  adjoining 
proprietor."  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  lo  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Potomac 
wu  read  the  second  lime.  , 

Ur.  Bbrnt  presented  the  Mtition  of  the-Presi- 
dent  and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  Alexandria, 
prayine  the  renewal  of  theit  chatter  of  iaeorpo- 
Tation,7or  reasons  s(a(ed  at  large  in  the  petitiooi 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee, to  consider  and  report  (heeeoa  by  bill  or  other- 
wise; and  Messrs.  BR»iT,CBAitPLiN,  and  RobiH' 
soil,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Dana  gave  notice  that  on  Monday  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  benefit 
of  aeamen  of  the  United  Stales. 

OCCUPATION  OF  WBHT  PLORIDA. 

The  SeBste  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  reapeciiog  the  lerritory  west  of  the  Perdido. 

Mr.  HoBSBV  addressed  the  Senate  as  follows : 

Mr.  Presideat:  The  bill  uader  consideration 
contains  two  important  prori^ions.  The  Grst  in 
effect  incorporates  with  the  Territory  of  Orleans 
the  proviace  of  Wett  Florida  east  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, as  far  as  the  river  Perdidoj  the  second 
extends  lo  that  part  of  the  province  thus  incor- 
porated the  laws  now  in  force  within  the  said 
Terriioty. 

These  provisions  naturally  involve  two  ques- 
tions: first,  whether  the  Called  Slates  have  a 
^od  title  to  that  part  of  the  province  described 
in  the  bill;  and  xecondty,  whether  it  would  be 
expedient  for  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  to  talie  possession  of  it  by  force. 

Before  I  proceed  to  consider  these  questions,  I 
beg  leave,  Mr.  President,  lo  advert  to  wha(  may 
be  considered  a  preliminary  question.    1  refer  to 


the  authoritr  x>f  the  Presideai  of  the.  UoiteA 
States  to  iasne  his  proclamation  and  the  aocom- 
pan^ing 'orders  of  the  S7th  of  August  last,  di' 
reeling  the  forcible  occupation  of  Ibat  territory. 
I  deem  it  material  toconstder  this  point,  because, 
if  the  proclamation  were  unauthoriied,  iheo  Con- 
gress are  not  committed  by  it,n0rais  they  bonsd 


to  give  it  tb< 

If  the  President  badaoy  auibotitv  loi 
proclamaiioD,  that  authority  must  have 


issue  tbia 


red  either  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
Slates  or  uoder  soioe  act  or  acts  oi  Congress. 
The  President  has  no  power  which  does  noipro- 
aeed  from  one  or  the  other  of  ihesa  saarcea.  The 
Constiiuiion  has  given  to  Congress  the  exclusive 

Kwer  of  makinglaws  and  declaring  war — to  the 
esident  the  power  gf  executing  the  Uws  of  the 
Union.  The  powers  of  the  one  are  legislative, 
of  the  other  executive.  Tbe  if  uestioo  then  would 
be,  whether  tbe  President  in  issuing  ibii  procla- 
mation has  not  tnnseended  the  Tiniits  (if  his 

Sir,  what  is  the  nature  and  import  of  (bis  pro- 
clamation 1  In  my  baroble  conception  both  le- 
gislation and  war.  War— beeanss  it  direeU  ibe 
occupation  of  this  territory  by  a  military  force. 
The  regular  troops  of  the  United  State*  are  or^ 
dered  to  march,  and  if  they  should  not  ba  found  ad- 
equate to  the  object,  the  Ooveriurs  of  the  Orleuis 
and  Mississippi  Territoriaa  are  directed  to  call 
out  (he  mlliiia  of  their  respective  lerritories,  to 
co-operate  with  tbe  regular  forces.  But  we  shall 
be  told^  sir,  thai  the  Pre&ideot,  in  issuing  ibis  pro- 
ciamation,  has  taken  the  precaution  to  £reoi  that 
io  case  spy  paiCicular  place,  however  small,  should 
remain  in  possession  of  a  Spanish  force,  the  eom- 
mandie^  officer  is  not  lo  proceed  to  employ  fore© 
against  it,  but  lo  make  immediate  report  ihcret^ 
to  the  Secretarv  of  State.  Sitppoae  while  your 
commandiDg  officer  i»  making  this  report,  the 
Spanish  force  sallies  out  and  makes  an  attack 
upon  yont  army,  or  suppose  a  Spanish  army,  with 
Governor  Folcb  at  (betr  head, should  march  from 
East  Florida  with  the  view  of  repelling  the  in- 
vasion of  this  territory ;  what  are  Oovernor  Clai- 
horoe  and  his  army  to  dol  Ground  their  arms 
and  surrender  themselves  prisoners  of  war;  or 
are  they,  sir,  to  drop  their  muskeu  and  uke  to 
their  heels?  These  are  the  only  alternatives 
presen led— they  must  either  surrender,  tun,  or 
fight.  And  who  will  doubt  which  of  these  alter- 
natives tbe  gallantry  of  an  American  army  would 
impel  them  to  choose!  Sir,  a  conflict  would  be 
inevitable. 

But  while  the  President  has  been  so  aSectedly 
cautious  niih  respect  to  a  Spanish  force,  be  baa 
overlooked  altogether  the  contiaaenCy  or  resist- 
ance on  ibe  part  of  the  revolutionists.  These 
patiiois  it  would  seem  had  called  a  conveuiioa 
and  issued  a  declaration  of  independence,  and 
now  it  appears  have  formed  and  established  a  reg- 
ular Government,  which  is  organized  and  in  op 
eraiion.  If  these  proceedings  are  not  all  a  >han>, 
the  territory  in  question  in  now  in  the  possession 
ofa  people  clsiming  to  be  sovereign  and  indepen- 
dent; and  is  it  supposable  that  this  people  can 
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bctire  10  daiUrdly  aa  to  rabsrit,  witboat  a  strug- 
gle, [0  the  incumon  gf  a  hostile  Army,  whose 
■raved  object  ii  ttn  eoDqoatt  of  (hecoDDtrf  aod 
tfw  subvernoB  of  its  comtiiatioa  anti  indepcnd- 
toetl  And  here  permit  me  lo  remark,  that  the 
iiyle  and  teaor  of  the  leiier  froai  the  Gkerv- 
itry  of  Slate  of  the  Ifiiti  of  NoTember,  1810,  » 
GoTeroor  Holmea,  id  naewat  to  the  loner  of  thi 
President  of  tbe  coavaaiiei)  prayiag  the  recogai 
rioB  aod  protMtioa  of  the  United  Btani,  ire  no 
admirabl r  ealeniated  to  gire  a  welcome  rec«piioD 
to  the  Amaricaa  Army.  If  then  retittanee  ibaald. 
be  offered  on  the  part  of  the  eoosiitutianaUits, 
what  is  yooT  army  to  do?  The  orders  eoacaia 
no  pioriao  in  this  paniealar,  requiring  that  the 
bet  tbonld  ba  repotted  to  the  Department  of 
Stat«;  but  ifaeir  clear  iotent  is,  that  force  should 
he  emptoyed.  Under  >ucb  ciroamUaDeeB  it  it  not 
to  be  ezpeeied  that  this  measure  of  ibe  Biecntire 
will  result  in  wail  Is  it  not  to  be  expected,  ibai 
either  the  Spaniards  or  the  GoBTeotionalisis  will 
aitenpl  to  repel  this  patpaUe  infriagement  upon 
their  rights  and  tnritory  ? 

Bat,  sir,  Ihia  proelamation  i«  not  only  war,  but 
itisan  aot  of  legtaliuon  too.  It  annexes  ibe  ler- 
titory  in  qoeMiou  to  (he  Orleans  Territory;  it 
ucale*  a  gorernorj   it  eoactt  laws,  and  appro- 

K'ates  money.  It  gires  the  Governor  of  the  Or- 
ns  Terhiory  all  the  aaihariiies  aod  fanetioiis 
over  this  particular  territory  vhieh  be  possesses 
by  vinua  of  his  office  an  eoTernor,  and  maltes  an 
appropriation  of  a  sum  of  money,  not  exceeding 
ttreniy  Ihoatand  dollara.  This  proclematioB  is 
sabstantialty  the  bill  under  diseouioo,  except  that 
it  CMS  noeh  further.  The  firat  section  of  tbe 
bill  only  coataioa  an  annexation  of  the  territory 
in  qnestion  to  the  Orleans  Territory — this  ihe 
jwoclamaiion  hat  already  done.  Tbe  second  sec* 
tion  only  extends  the  laws  of  that  territory  to  tbe 
particular  territory  in  question-— and  thii  too  the 
prodaoutioD  has  already  done.  The  only  ma- 
terial diSereocs  in  fad  exixiiag  between  the  pro- 
elamaiioa  and  this  bill  is^  that  the  plocUmalion 
containt  the  ntctheraod  important  provision  for 
iiitin^  the  troops  aod  the  money  neceitary  for 
carrying  it  into  exeeutiun.  And  here,  sir.  1  will 
lake  thi  liberty  to  remark  that  i  do  not  consider 
this  bill  tbe  only  ooe  iirtanded  on  this  sabject. 
This  is  a  naere  eDtering  wedge— when  this  is 
paned,  Coagrew  are  eommitied  lo  pass  another, 
providing  the  necewary  miliiary  and  pecnniary 
means  to  carry  this  act  into  execution;  and  indeed 
IshuDld  not  be  surprised,  if.  before  tbe  close  of 
ihe  lession,  a. bill  were  iniroauced  to  lake  posaes- 
lion  of  East  as  well  as  West  Florida. 

If  the  President  had  no  power  vader  the  Con- 
ttitaiion  to  issue  this  proclamatioa,  1  think  it 
(qaally  clear  be  bad  none  under  any  existing 
laws  of  Congrats.  The  act  of  the  31st  of  Octo- 
ber, 1603,  authorizing  the  President  of  the  Uoi- 
led  States  to  take  imtaession  of  and  occupy  the 
territory  eeded  by  France  to  (he  United  Stales. 
bf  the  treaty  concluded  at  Paris  en  the  30ih  of 
April,  1803, 1  apprehend,  expired  on  the  1st  day 
of  October,  ISM;  to  which  period  it  was  limited 
by  the  Krst  taction  of  the  act  for  erecting  koaiBi- 


Oen^MtiM  ^  Wmt  Fbridu. 


SXMATB. 


am  int«  two  Territories,  and  providing  for  tbe 
temporary  government  ihtteof.  passed  the  30tb. 
day  of  March,  1804. 

Thi»  scotioQ  enacts,  that  ■'the act  patted  lb* 
'  31h  day  of  OctobeTf  entitled  'An  act  to  enable  the- 


Slates,  by  the  treaty  concluded  at  Paris, 

'  30ih  day  of  April,  1803  j  and  for  tbe  tempoiary 
'  government  thereof,'  shall  eontinne  in  force  until 
'  Ibe  111  day  of  October,  ISM,  anything  therein  to 
'  theeoatrary  notwithstanding;  onwbichtaid  Isl 
day  of  Oeiober,  this  act  sImII  oommcnee,  and 
have  full  force,  andthall  continue  in  force  tor  and 
during  ibe  term  of  one  year,  and  to  tbe  end  of 
the  next  seasion  nf  Coogrets,  which  may  happen 
tbereafier."    Let  it  he  recollected  that  at  the  time 
his  laai  menlioaed  act  patted,  the  President  had 
fiilGlked  hia  powers,  under  the  act  of  the  31st  of 
October,  1803,  so  far  aa  ii  reapccted   the  taking 
pOMession    of  Loaisiaoa.     Possession    had   been 
aeiually  and  formally  delivered,  and  the  aioek 
created  and  Iraosferred  to  the  Pteoeh   CJovern' 
laeDi,  according  lo  the  stipalations  of  the  treaty. 
Besides,  ibe  very  nature  and  design  of  the  act  of 
the  26th  March,  iadependeni  of  the  express  lim- 
itation, sDperteded  the  act  of  the  Slst  ot  Ociobn. 
But  it  iisaid,  there  are  acts  of  Congress,  which, 
though  contemplating  a  present  poMession  in  a 
foreign  authority,  also  con leroplaie  an  ultimate 
posseMioo  by  the  Uoited  Slates,  under  which 
the  proclamation  may  be  justified,  e^en  though 
le  act  of  the  Slst  of  Oeiober  ahould  have  ex- 
ited.   Tbe  acts  here  referred  to,  I  understand  to 
9  the  act  of  the  Slth  of  Febrnary,  1804,  for  lay- 
ing and  coUecliog  duties  within  iiie  territories 
ceded  by  France  to  the  United  Siaiet,  the  act 
abovemeniioned  of  the  36ih  of  March,  erecting 
Louisiana  into  two  Territories,  and  the  act  of  the 
of  Marcb,  1606,  aatbori^iog  the  esublisbment 
of  a  Oovemmeat  in  the   Territory  of  Orleant, 
similar  to  ibe  Oovernmeni  of  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory.   The  Preaideni  himself  admits,  in  his  mes- 
sage at  ihe  opening  of  the  session,  that  those  laws 
contemplate  a  prttent  poueitum  in  a  foreign 
Power;  bnihe  further  !>ayt,  ihey  contemplate  an 

.tual  possession  by  ibe  United  States.    But, 

el  me  ask  what  sort  of  possession  1  A  pos- 
00  bii force?  No,  sir,  not  a  single  provision 
can  be  shown  to  josiify  sach  a  coDitruciioo.  But 
a  posaessian  to  be  obtained  by  a  frUndlg  rKgntia- 
tion.  I  am  warranted  in  this  coosiruclion,  not 
merely  by  Ihe  letter  of  those  hws,  by  thelapae 
of  time  since  their  enactment,  by  tbe  express 
officialdeeiaratioDof  Mr.  Madison  himself,  while 
Secretary  of  Stale.  It  is  a  notorious  fact,  that 
when  the  act  of  the  24lh  of  February  passed,  the 
Marquis D'Yr 0 jo,  itaen  thn  Minister  of^HisCtih- 
olic  Majesty  in  the  Utiiieil  Slates,  in  a  solemn 
form,  pruiested  against  thatlaw;  and  that  Mr. 
Madison,  by  a  letter  dated  on  the  lOth  of  March,  ■ 
atsuied  the  Marquis  that  the  provisions  relatini^ 
o  Louisiana  "would  not  be  extended  beyond  the 
acknovtedgtd  liiMlt  of  ibe  United  States  until 
ilshall  he  rendered  expedient  byfrieitdli/elHcida'- 
tionandadjuttmait*  with  Uia  Catholic  Majesty ." 
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Upon  the  wbole,  sir,  I  hmre  not  been  able  to 
diicoTer  the  i>hadow  of  aatboriEr,  on  tbe  gronad 
of  which  ihe  Freaident  iuued  this  proelamaiioD. 
He  has  reeiled  ooae,  amidst  all  his  reeiuU.  and 
aoae  appears  to  me  but  bis  own  mere  will  and 
pleasure. 

The  act  I  iherefbre  canaot  view  in  any  other 
light  than  an  unwarrantable  attomption  of  power 
and  a  violation  of  Ihe  Coostiiutioti. 

CoDsidering  then,  sir,  this  act  of  [he  Execuiire 
as  illegal  and  iiDautharized,we  are  fully  at  liberlf 
to  enter  into  the  ditcnsiion  of  ibe  great  ques- 
tioOB  of  title  and  expediency ;  a  task  which  I 
will  proceed  to  discharge  to  the  best  gf  my  ability. 

The  Srat  I  propose  to  examine  is,  tbe  tide  of 
the  United  Stales  to  the  territory  in  qoesiion. 
With  respect  to  this,  I  pcrceire,  it  tin  fortunately 
happen!  that  honorable  gentlemen  who  support 
the  bill  do  not  precisely  accord  in  seolimeat. 
The  gentleman  from  Venoom  (Mr.  Bbadlet) 
has  frankly  conceded  ibat  tbe  United  Stales  ac- 
quired no  title  under  tbe  Treaty  of  St.  Ildefoaso. 
Another  gentleman  (Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland.) 
has  declared  that  the  United  States  did  derive  a 
title  under  that  treaty  and  disclaims  tbe  title  set 


gentlemen  is  right,  if  either  be,  but  shall  contend, 

and  humbly  expect  to  prove,  thai  both  are  wrong. 

What  is  the  nature  of  the  title  set  up  by  the 

Sentleman  from  Vermont  1  Not  tiiider  the  treaty, 
e  has  candidly  owned,  but  he  supposes  a  title  to 
exist  on  the  ground  of  certain  quaint  principles 
of  ibe  common  law,  relative  to  the  doctrines  of 
estoppel  and  occupauey.  I  am  extremely  happy, 
air,  to  Gad  that  honorable  gentleman  introdoeing 
the  common  law  as  authority  upon  this  floor, 
especially  on  so  great  an  occaiion.  His  doctrines 
cerlBioly  erincelMth  research  and  ingenuity.nnd 
show  that  he.  like  many  with  whom  he  acte,  has 
not  absolutely  lost  bis  reneration  for  the  black 
letter.  What  are  his  doctrinesl  Why  in  ifae 
first  place,  he  says,  admitting  that  Spain  did  not 
cede  Florida  to  France  by  the  Treaty  of  St.  Ilde- 
fonso,  and  admitting  that  Prance  bad  no  title  to 
Florida  on  the  30th  of  April,  1803.  when  she 
eeded  Louisiana  to  the  United  Stales,  yet,  as 
France  has  since  acq^uired  a  title  to  tbe  crown  of 
Spain  and  her  colonies,  and  as  the  French  Pleoi- 
poientiiiry,  when  the  treaty  of  30lh  of  April,  1S03, 
was  eieenied,  did  state  and  induce  the  American 
Miniiiters  to  understand  and  betiere  that  Florida 
was  compreheoded  in  the  cessioo,  why  the  title, 
though  France  had  it  not  when  tbe  treaty  was 
signed,  yet  havinK  it  subsequently,  immediately 
attached  in  the  United  Stales,  and  France  is 
•stopped  from  saying  anything  to  the  contrary. 
This  argument,  sir,  begs  ererything:  1st.  That 
tbe  declarations  on  tbe  part  of  the  French  Min- 
ister were  made;  2dly,  that  beiog  made  they 
would  operate  to  pass  the  title  contrary  to  the 
express  letter  of  the  treaty ;  and  lastly,  that 
France  has  acquired  a  good  title  to  the  crown  of 
Spain  and  her  colonies.  I  will  yield  to  the  gen- 
tleman bis  first  proposition,  and  grant,  as  he  seems 
lo  desire  it,  that  these  representations  were  tnade 


— and  what  do  tbay  prove?  Not  itMt  the  title 
passed,  but  that  the  French  Minister  wa*  too  deep 
for  the  American  Plenipotentiaries,  aitd,  to  use  a 
jockey  phrase,  took  them  in.  Sir,  the  only  legal 
effect  of  snob  a  fraud  would  be,  to  violate  the 
treaty— 10  annul  the  contract.  France,  to  be 
sure,  would  be  boaod  upon  priociptca  of  equity 
to  refund  the  purchase,  money. 

If  then,  sir,  I  am  correct  in  stating,  that  no 
eonversatieas  or  verbal  declarations,  however 
fraudulent,  would  operate  to  eontrol  .or  vary  the 
plain  letter  and  intent  of  the'ireaty,as  appearing 
on  the  lace  of  it,  then  upon  the  genilemftn's  own 
acknowledgments  no  title  to  Florida  eoold  have 
passed  to  tbe  United  States  under  the  treaty  of 
1803.  For  the  gentleman  has  uneqnivocaLI^  ad- 
milted  ibat  Florida  weie  not  eeded  byfipaiato 
Franee  by  the  treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso,  and  Frmaee. 
It  is  admitted  on  all  sides,  by  the  treaty  of  1803, 
only  ceded  to  the  United  States  LooisiaBa,  as 
fully,  and  in  the  same  manner  she  acquired  it 
from  Spain  by  the  Treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso ;  nor, 
sir,  can  1  admit  that  France  has  acquired  a  legiti- 
mate title  to  the  crown  and  ooloniee  of  Spain, 
which  must  alsA  appear  before  the  gentleman  cat! 
avail  himself  of  his  argomeot.  Wliat,  Ur.  Presi- 
dent, is  the  nature  of  this  title  7  Was  it  obtained 
bmajid«  foe  a  fair  and  fuU  consideration  1  No, 
sir,  but  by  tbe  most  abominable  perfidy,  corrup- 
tion, and  duress,  of  which  the  pages  of  history 
furnish  an  euiDnle.  Was  not  the  royal  family 
decoyed  by  artinee  from  Madrid  ta  Bayonoel 
Was  noi  the  old  Monatcb  compelled  to  resign  hia 
crown  to  FerdiOand  the  Seventh,  and  was  not  that 
Prince  a  prisoner  of  Bonaparte;  and,  while  in 
(his  condition,  and,  for  atighl  we  know,  tbe  bayo- 
net at  his  breast,  er  tbe  eup  lo  his  lips,  con- 
strained to  resign  his  crown  to  the  Emperor  of 
France?  Sir,  what  sort  of  title  i*  ihisi  Uptui 
the  eternal  principles  of  justice  upon  the  princi- 
ples of  the  common  law  anil  common  sense, 
an  instrument  thus  obtained  is  doi  obligatory  oa 
the  parly  executing  it. 

But  have  the  people  of  Spain  acquiesced  1  No. 
sir;  the  inaiaat  publicity  was  given  to  the  trans- 
action  they  became  indignant,  and  with  one 
voice  rose, resolved  loreustlbis  usurpation.  To 
this  hour  they  have  not  submitted. 

But  the  gentleman  has  said  that  Spain  is  no 
longer  able  to  hold  Florida }  that  foreign  eotis- 
saries  will  take  it  if  the  United  States  do  not, 
and  that  it  may  be  lawfully  taken  by  tbe  United 
Slates  on  the  ground  of  tbe  law  of  oconpaney. 

That  title  may  be  acquired  by  occupancy  is 
not  to  be  doubted.  It  is  the  mode  by  which  title 
lo  property  was  originally  acquired ;  bnt  to  ob- 
laia  a  title  in  this  way  the  oouolry  must  be  va- 
cant, uninhabited  and  not  claimed  by  anoihei 
proprietor.  But  in  this  instance  is  the  territory 
vacant — or  uninhabited— or  abandoned  by  its 
proprietors!  No,  sir.  The  territory  is  either  in 
ihe  poMcssion  nf  Spain  and  claimed  by  her,  or  of 
ibe  tevolutioaistt,  and  if  either  be  in  poasesaioii, 
by  the  law  of  oeaupancy,  yon  have  no  right  to 
disturb  lhem>  Clearly  tben,  sir,  upon  the  prin- 
ciples and  admissions  of  the  bonoimble  gentle- 
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mn  from  Ttrmimt,  the  Uaited  BuIm  have  no 
tide  to  Floridri. 

And  now,  lir,  with  the  iiKlolf«Dca  of  the  Seit- 
(U,  Iwill  proceed  lo  coDaider  ■■  briefly  >■  poe- 
ijble  the  nature  ot  this  title  m*  derived  ander  the 
Treaty  of  Si.lldelbnio.  Here.itwill  begranted. 
I  neei  ibe  qnmioD  fairlf.  Tkii,  I  preiume,  it 
the  title  relied  npoo,  aa  well  by  the  Bseentive  as 
the  majority  of  the-Mipporteri  of  this  bill. 

In  order  fully  to  nodenund  thia  tabjeei,  it  i« 
necessary  to  iaqulre  into  Uie  prineipal  ciuse  of 
the  war  of  I756t  The  eastern  boundary  of  Lou- 
isisaa,  1  believe,  «iis  the  chief  cause  of  that  war. 
Tlie  Freoeh  were  in  the  posseseion  of  the  Mi>- 
gjssippi,  at>d  claimed  as  part  of  Louisiana  oot 
only  the  country  lo  the  west  of  thai  river,  but 
east  as  far  is  the  Alleghaiiy  moaniaJD*.  France, 
baviutf  this  claim,  and  beinp  Id  possesaloa  of 
Canada,  conceived  the  project  of  uuitinf  Lcaiijt- 
ana  witB  Canada.  To  accomplish  her  purpose 
she  eilabliehed  a  line  of  posts  from  the  Labes  to 
the  Ohio,  and  commaoeed  eneroaobmmts  upon 
the  then  British  colonies.  These  eaeroachmeBis 
she  was  presRing  lo  &r  that  Great  Britain  per- 
ceived it  wonldoe  necessary  to  repel  them.  Tbis 
brouaht  on  the  war  of  '56,  whicb,  afier  a  bloody 
eonffict  of  seven  yearn,  terminated  dirasiroDsty 
to  France  aad  her  allies,  and  resolted  in  the  es 
tabltshmeat  of  the  Missiuippi,  the  Iberville,  am 
the  lake*  Maaiens  aad  Pontchartrain,  as  Ihe 
boundary  of  Louisiana,  giving  to  Qreat  Britain 
all  tlie  territory  on  (be  east  of  that  boundary,  c~ 
eept  the  island  and  town  of  New  Orleans,  and 
France  all  upon  the  west,  inclnding  the  island 
and  town  of  New  Orlenns.  i 

A  more  particular  eiamtnation  of  tba  rtsolii 
of  thia  war  is  important.  By  it  France  tost  Can- 
ada and  most  of  her  West  India  islands.  Spain, 
ibealJyof  France,  lost  Cnba.  By  the  preliminary 
attiele*  of  peace  between  Oreat  Britain,  Frsnee, 
and  Spain,  si^ed  at  Fontainblean,  and  dated  the 
3d  November,  1769,  France  renounced  all .  pre- 
tensions to  Nova  Scotia,  and  ceded  and  guann- 
ited  to  bia  Britannic  Majesty  in  fnll  right,  Canada, 
with  all  its  deprndeneiea.  The  6th  article  stipo- 
Istes, "  fa  order  to  re-establish  peace  oa  the  most 
'  solid  and  laalinf  foundations  and  to  remote  every 
'  (object  of  dispute,  with  regard  lo  the  limits  of 
'  the  British  and  Freacb  territories  on  [he  conli' 
'  leiil  of  North  America :  it  is  asreed  that  for  the 
'fotnre  the  confines  between  tne  dominions  of 
'His  BriiaBnie'Hajeaty  and  those  of  his  most 
'  Christian  Majesty,  (French  King,)  in  that  ran 
'  of  the  world,  shall  be  irrevocably  Died  by  a  line 
'  drawn  along  tbe  middle  of  the  river  MiratAsippi 
'  from  its  source,  as  far  as  the  river  Iberville,  and 
'from  thence  bva  line  drawn  along  the  middle  of 
'  this  rivsr,  ana  of  the  lake*  Haurepas  and  Poot^ 
'ebartrain  to  tbe  seaj  and  to  tbis  purpose,  the 
'  mostChristian  King  cades  in  foil  rigfat,Bnd  guar- 
'aotiea  to  His  Britaanie  Mnjesij^,  the  river  and 
'  port  of  Hobile,  (now  West  Florida,)  and  every 
'  thing  that  he  possesses,  or  ought  to  have 
'  sed  on  the  le&  (east)  side  of  Ihe  riverUisa 
'  eieept  tbe  town  of  New  Orleans,  and  the  island 
'on  which  it  is aiinated,  which  sWl  remain   to 


Pranee."  By  the  18tb  article,  Oreat  Britain  re- 
stores 10  Spain  all  that  she  bad  conqnered  ia  the 
island  of  Cuba,  with  (he  fortress  of  Havana- 
Fn  .consequence  of  which  His  Catholic  Majesty 
'  (King  or  Spain)  by  the  19th  article  "cedes  and 
'  guaranties  la  full  right,  (o  His  Brimnoic  Maj- 
'  esiy,  all  that  Spain  posaaneson  the  coniineut  of 
'  North  America,  to  the  east  or  tbe  sontbeast  of 
'  the  Mitsislppi,  ioclnding  Florida,  with  Fort  St. 
'  Ansastltie  and  tbe  bay  of  Pensaeota "  (now 
consisting  o(  East  aod  a  part  of  West  Florida.) 
By  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  and  friendship 
between  the  Kings  of  Oreat  Britain,  France,  and 
Spain,  conelnded  at  Paris  on  the  lOtfa  day  of 
February,  1763,  tbe  preliminary  article*'  were 
adopted,  ratified,  and  confirmed.  By  another 
treaty  bearing  date  tbe  3d  day  of  November  1763, 
the  same  day  and  year  (be  preliminary  articles 
are  dated,  as  appear*  by  ifae  letter  to  M.  L'Abba-' 
die,  wbieb  I  will  nresenity  refer  to,  France  cedes 
Louisiana  to  Spain,  together  wi(h  the  town  and 
island  of  New  Orleans.  This  last  mentioned 
treaty  has  never  been  published,  bot  Ihe  letter  of 
the  Kinftof  France  to  M.  L'Abbsdie  recites  tbe 
purport  as  well  as  dale  of  it.  This  letter  purport* 
10  be  an  order  signed  by  the  King  of  France, 
dated  aiVeRBJlles,  tbe  Slat  April,  1764,  and  di- 
rected to  H.  L'Abbsdie,  director  general,  and 
commandanifor  His  Majesty  in  Lnnisiana.  This 
letter  was  published  at  New  Orleans  in  October, 
1764,  and  cirenlsted  amongst  the  French  inhabi- 
tants there.    It  recites ; 

Fontabblaan,  Norember 
mj  own  will  Hid  mere  motion,  hsTinB 
ceded  td  my  veiy  dear  and  beet  beloved  a>nain  Ibe 
^BK  of  Spam,  and  tn  Ma  aneceasois,  in  Aill  property, 
purely  and  stmpij.  and  viithmit  any  eieeptions,  to* 
whole  coantn  known  by  the  name  of  Lonisiana,  to- 
l«tlMr  with-Naw  Oiltau,  and  Ibe  idand  in  whidi  the 
•sU  dty  is  Btnated ;  and  by  another  act  dons  at  the 
Eseniial,  Nonmbsr  13,  in  Ihs  same  year,  Hia  Catbe- 
lie  M^ea^  baling  accepted  the  cession  of  tbe  said 
cennlij  of  Louisiana,  and  the  city  and  iidand  of  New 
Orleana,  agreeably  to  the  copies  of  th*  amid  acts, 
vihieb  yon  wiU  £nd  baieunto  snneied;  I  write  jou 
thia  letter  to  inform,  you,  that  my  inltntion  is,  that  on 
the  receipt  of  these  preients,  nhetber  tbej  come  to 
your  hands  by  Ibe  officers  of  His  Catholic  M^eslj  or 
directly  by  anch  French  vciscla  aa  may  be  charged 
wiUi  the  lama,  yon  ars  to  daUrer  op  to  tha  goTirnor, 
or  officer  ap[winled  for  that  parpoae  hj  the  King  of 
8pain,  the  nid  country  and  colony  of  LoniiianB,  and 
the  posts  thereon  depending,  likewise  the  dty  and 
iduid  of  New  Orleans,  in  atrch  stale  and  condition  as 
they  shall  be  (bund  to  be  In  on  the  day  of  the  aaid  cea- 
siOD.  willing  thai  in  all  time  to  come  Ibey  iball  belong 
to  Hia  Ca^ohc  Majesty,  to  be  gOTsrned  and  adniu- 
litersd  by  his  gavemon  and  officers,  and  a*  poeaessed 
by  him  in  full  property,  withoal  any  exceptions." 

From  this  document,  and  the  treaties  referred 
to.  it  appear*  that  in  the  month  of  October,  1764, 
wnen  tbe  whole  of  Loniaiana.  with  the  island  and 
town  of  New  Orleans,  was  delivered  lo  Spain, 
that  Oreat  Britain  was  in  the  peaceableposscMion 
of  all  tha  eonntry  on  the  east  of  tbe  Misaiaeippi. 
Tbat  with  respect  to  Florida  particularly,  Great 
I  Britain  was  in  posaession,  and  nobody  dreamed  at 
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tk«t  time,  that  Florida  eilhar  Kast  or  Wmi,  wai 
any  pariof  LoaifiaDa.  Hidit  bMn«oc(ra*idered, 
under  ihe  orden  of  tb«  French  King,  to  deliver 
the  \DhoU  of  tbe  prorince  to  Spain,  uodoubiedlf 
Florida  would  bare  beeo  delivered. 
Immediately  after  the  cession  of  '6S-3,  Great 


east  of  the  Misusaippi,  except  only  the  town  noi 
igland  of  New  Orleaot,  aod,  in  the  year  1763  or  4. 
er«cted  Old  Florida,  Peoncola,  the  river  aed 
port  of  Mobile,  A-c,  into  two  diitinct  previa* 
eea,  uader  rhe  bame  of  Eait  and  West  Florida, 
DMnes  which  they  have  borne  ever  sioee.  la 
1783,  at  lbs  eloie  of  our  Reroluiiooary  war,  Great 
Btitaia  ceded  to  Spain  East  and  West  FJorida, 
whicfa,  from  that  period  to  the  preieDt  time,  have 
been  b eld  by  Spain  uader  ibete  Dames,.aH  sepa- 
rate provittoei  from  Louisiana.  In  the  year  160O, 
when  Spain  was  in  poaacwioa  of  East  aod  West 
Florida  aod  Louisiaaa,  as  three  svveral  and  dis- 
tinct prvvinees,  the  faaoiu  Treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso 
was  concluded,  whereby  Spain  "retrocede*  to 
'  France  tbecolonyurproriDee of  Lotusiana,  with 
'  the  same  extent  that  |t  now  has  in  the  hands  trf 
'  SpaiD,aDd  that  it  had  when  France  pooscued  it; 
'  and  such  as  it  should  be  after  the  treaties  aubse> 
■  qaenllr  entered  iaio  beiweea  Spain  and  other 
'  States."  Thi*  treaty  likewise  has  not  been  pab- 
lisbed.  but  the  pari  just  referred  lo  is  cited  in  ibi 
treaty  between  (he  United  Swes  and  Franeeo, 
the  30tb  of  April,  1803^  whereby  Prance  cedes  lo 
the  United  Slates  LouniaQa,  as  fully  and  in  the 
Game  maaner  as  she  acquired  it  of  Upaio  by  ibe 
Treaty  of  St.  Udefonso.  Spain  delivered  posses- 
sion in  pursuance  of  the  Treaty  of  Si.  Ildelooso  to 
France,  and  France,  in  pursuance  of  the  treat;  of 
1603,  delivered  possession  to  tbe  United  States, 
both  Powers  receiving  the  country  oa  the  west 
of  the  Mississippi,  with  tbe  island  and  city  of 
New  Orleans,  lik«  Spain  orisinally  received  it 
from  France,  as  the  whole  of  Lou' 


I  have  now,  I  believe,  sir,  given  n  full  and  I 
trust  fair  and  correct  statement  of  the  evidences 
and  facts  relative  to  the  question  of  title.  A  few 
remarks  will  close  what  I  have  lo  say  on  this 
head.  Tbe  letter  from  the  King  of  France  to 
M.  L'Abbsdie,  is  a  very  important  document.  It 
shows  that  the  King  of  France,  under  whom  we 
claim,  and  by  whose  admissions  we  are  bound, so 
long  ago  as  1764,  treated  and  considered  the  coun- 
try on  the  west  of  the  Mississippi  as  the  whole  of 
Louisiana.  That,  so  considering  it,  he  ceded  and 
delivered  it  to  Spain,  together  with  (he  island 
and  town  of  New  Orleans,  from  which  latter 
words  it  may  be  inferred' that  evea  (he  island  and 
town  of  New  Orleans  were  then  not  sonsidered  a 

Krt  of  Louisiana.  In  1800,  when  Spain  ceded 
ck  the  colony  of  Lotiistann  to  France,  (hat 
country  was  only  known  on  tbe  west  of  the  Mis- 
siuippi.  The  war  of  '^  and  the  treaties  of  '6S- 
3,  bad  fixed  the  line  and  obliterated  forever  the 
name  of  Louisiana  on  the  east  of  that  river. 

The  Treaty  of  Si.  Ildefonso,  of  1800,  is  a  mere 
treaty  of  retroeaiion.  The  translation  purporta 
(o  be  a  iteaiy  of  cession,  it  is  true,  bat  acknowl- 
edged on  all  aides  to  tw  eironaoas.    Tbe  original 


treaty  was  in.  the  FAneh  laoKuagc,'  and  it  is  by 
that  we  are  to  be  governed.  The  expreuton  in 
the  original  is  "  3a  Mnjestf  Catholiqae  ptomit 
el  a'tnmgt,  de  son  cole,  a  tetroeo^  h  la  Repub- 
liqne  Frao^aita,"  &«.  A  retnoeder  fignilying 
to  relrocede,  to  restore,  or  to  use  a  term  familiar 
in  (ha  State  I  have  tbe  hon»r  to  raprcMnl,  ra- 
con*^  tka  colony  of  Loaisiana  to  Ftance,  as  it 
was  when  France  conveyed  it  to  Spain.  Ths 
hmotable  genttemaa  from  Kootueky,  (Mr.  Pops,) 
pressed  by  Uiii  argument, .eoald  only  get  roand 
It  by  alleginit  that  the  original  treaty  between 
France  and  Spain  was  dated  in  1761,  prior  to 
tbe  settlement  ef  tbe  line  tad  tbeoosaivna  to  Orcnt 
Britain.  But,  unfortunately,  be  eoald  not  pro- 
duce one  liitle  of  autheaiic  evidenca  to  establish 
his  position,  n  position  absolniely  aagatived  by 
the  official  latter  to  M.  L'Abbadie.  But  that 
gentleman  has  further  told  us,  that  from  ibe 
words  "  with  the  tame  extent  it  now  has  in  th« 
'  hands  of  Spain,  and  that  it  had  when  Franco 
'  possessed  it,  and  such  as  it  should  be  after  the 
'  treaties  subsequently  entered  into  faecweeu  oihei 
'  Stales,"  an  inlontton  may  be  raiaed  (o  include 
Florida.  I  fully  subteribe  to  tha  gentlemnn'a 
rule,  that  we  must  give  such  a  constniation  to 
tbe  treaty,  and  pttrttcnlarly  to  the  passage  just 
refartad  to,  as  will  give  etfitot,  if  posaibla,  to  alt 
the  parts ;  and  this  I  apprehend  may  be  done 
without  having  reeoorsa  to  the  foraed  coaatroe- 
tion  coDiended  for.  In  (he  first'  place,  the  two 
first  members  of  the  passage  mar  be  reeoneiled 
and  hare  effect  by  eoosideriag  them  as  a  (wch 
fold  desoripdon  of  the  same  (ecrilory.  From 
abundant  caution  i(  in  not  nncoEnmon  to  give 
rarioua  descriptions  of  tbe  same  object.  Some- 
times tbe  name  is  simply  uaed,  sonieiimes  it  is 
described  by  metea  and  boQodii,  and  someiimee 
by  (be  names  of  tbe  adjiceiu  eouauies.  Som^ 
time  a  twofold,  and  somettmes  a  threefold  de- 
scription is  given.  And  upon  acritical  exaoina* 
(ion,  1  think  it  will  be  found  iba(  this  is  the  onlr 
true  eonstraetion  tba  iaatrument  will  bear.  If 
you  give  it  the  construction  the  gendenan  eoa- 
tends  for,  to  wit :  tbu  the  second  nembar  of  the 
passagfris  an  extuisiou  of  tbe  description  giveo 
by  tbe  firti,  then  tbe  second  includes  iIm  first, 
and  of  coirscquence  the  first  would  be  nugatory 
and  superfluous ;  which  wonld  be  doing  violence 
(o  the  geniieman's  own  rule  of  construction. 
But  if  tbe  gentleman  will  insist  on  giving  to  the 
second  mentber  an  enlarged  or  extended  sense,  it 
be  done  by  applying  it  to  tb«  western  boun- 
is  of  Louiiians.  It  is  said  that  when  Fraoce 
ceded  Louisiana  to  Spain,  in  '63,  the  country  ex- 
tended on  the  west  to  tbe  river  Sabine,  and  that 
SpaiUf  prior  lo  tbe  treaty  of  1808,  detached  from 
Louisiana  the  ternitory  soaib  of  the  waters  emp- 
lying  into  the  Red  river,  andareeted  itintoanavr 
province  under  the  name  fd'  the  "  Provinoe  of 
["exas."  Sir,  tbe  operstions  on  (be  Sabine  are 
memorable.  It  is  well  known  how  mysteriously 
(bey  were  suspended  by  an  arrangement  in  1806, 
by  which  it  was  agreed  (bat  the  Spaniards  shoula 
lot  cross  tbe  Sabine,  and  that  the  Americana 
ih^uld  not  extend  their  aettlements  as  far  as  that 
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riTcr.  And  for  thi*  parpote,  to  pravepi  collUioai^ 
UDlit  [he  difference  snould  be  settled,  iDslruelion* 
weie  given  tbtt  no  MirreyK  should  be  mftde  west 
ofa  meridiaa  pasiiog  by  Nacbitochrs. 

If  the  geatlemaa  ii  oot  suijfied  by  traTcIling 
10  ibe  wesi,  by  goiog  to  the  east  he  may  Sod  an 
application— lb e  town  aod  iBland  of  New  Oi- 
leiDt,  which,  though  oanied  io  the  ceiiion  to 
Spain,  are  not  named  in  the  treaty  of  lelioees- 
siua  to  France. 

As  (o  the  tbiid  member  of  the  panage,  it  ii  a 
formal  proTUion  introduced  inio  most  treatiei, 
tod  woald  be  understood  if  oot  expr«wed.  Of 
course  the  ceulon  would  be  vubject  to  prior  trea- 
ties wLlhother  States.  In  1795,  Spain  concluded 
a  treaty  with  ihe  United  States,  whereby  aha 
agreea  that  the  naT^tioo  of  the  MiHis«jppi,  io 
its  whole  breadth  from  its  scarce  lo  the  octian, 
shall  be  itet  to  the  citizens  of  ibe  Uoitcd  States, 
and  thai  they  shall  have  the  right  to  depostta 
th«ir  meiehandiie  and  effects  in  the  port  of  New 
Orleaos,  free  of  duly  for  three  years,  and  after 
that  period,  if  the  privilege  is  not  extended  at 
the  poiL  of  New  Orleans,  she  is  to  aukQ  te  the 
United  States,  on  another  pan  of  the  lunhs  of 
the  Mississippi, an  equivalent  estaUishmenL  To 
theae  provisions  the  clause  in  question  1  appre- 
hend refers. 

Tbe  holding  or  possession  of  Loniaiana  is  eor< 
respondeat  with  the  eonstructioo  I  have  slven 
the  treaty.  When  pouesiion  Was  originairy  de- 
[ivered  by  France  to  Spain,  Florida  was  not  de- 
livered or  considered  any  part  of  the  cesfioo. 
When  Louisiana,  under  tbe  Treaty  of  Bt.  Ilde- 
fonso  was  restored  to  France,  Florida  was  not 
delivered.  When  ^ouisiaoa,  under  tbe  treaty  of 
ie03,  was  delivered  to  tbe  United  States,  Florida 
was  oot  comprebeoded.  lodeeil  the  Government 
of  (be  United  Sutes  then  treated  the  caHoiry  on 
the  west  of  tbe  Mississippi,  including  the  town 
and  island  of  New  Orleans,  as  the  whole  of  Loui- 
siana, by  receiving  it  and  paying  the  purchase 
money,  which  by  the  terms  of  the  traaiy  they 
were  not  bound  lo  do,  and  wbicti  bv  the  act  of 
Congiess  creating  the  Louisiana  stoclt  they  were 
not  authorized  to  do,  till  after  full  and  entire  pos- 
session had  been  delivered. 

Mr.  President,  \%  it  conccivabU  that  after  the 
boundary  in  question  had  been  established  by  the 
most  sole  ma  compact  of  nations,  and  conMcrated 
by  a  long  and  bloody  war,  and,  too,  by  a  lapse  of 
near  forty  years — is  it  conceivable  that  the  ter- 
ritory io  question,  excluded  by  that  boundary, 
and  raised  into  a  disiioet  province  under  a  dis- 
tinct name — a  name  it  ever  bore  after  tbe  estab- 
lishment of  the  boundary— is  it,  I  say,  sir, 
ceivable,  if  the  parlies  meant  to  have  iiKludcd 
this  province  in  the  Treaty  of  Si.  lldeCboso.  thai 
it  should  not  have  been  specifically  namedi 

1  Itave  now,  sir,  closed  my  remarks  on  the 
question  of  title,  and  will  proceed  to  consider 
very  briefly  tbe  nnly  remaining  question— that 
of  expsdienoT. 

It  vvoold  ne  wall  for  gentlemen  to^ooosidi 
wbetber  this  measure  ia  not  a  departme  from  the 
just  and  pacific  polioy-  heretofore  profaised  on 


tho  part  of  the  United  States.  Sir,  our  policy 
has  been  to  avoid  war.  To  this  policy  we  have 
sacrificed  many  of  out  national  rights,  and  pro- 
perly lo  a  vast  amonni — poclreted.iadigoiiies  and 
suffered  the  nation's  character  to  sink.  We  were 
particularly  squeamioh  in  relation  to  Si.  Domin- 
|0,  a  colony  of  France,  when  in  a  stale  of  rebel- 
100.  We  at  that  lime  carried  on,Bnd  had  done  for 
a  long  time  before,  an  important  comroeroe  witb 
ihat  island,  when  suddenly  we  were  called  upon 
by  the  French  Minister,  in  the  name  of  his  mas- 
ter, ina  style  too  oot  tbe  most  decorous  and  hum- 
Ma,  to  relinquish  ihat  commerce.  And  what  did 
you  do,  sir  1  Compare  the  two  cases.  Hereia* 
Spanish  colony  in  a  slate  of  rebellion.  And  what 
1o  yon  do  7  Refuse  to  them  provisions  and  suj>- 
ilies,  as  in  tbe  case  of  St.  Domiogol  No,  sir. 
Jo  we  merely  aid  and  assist  the  revoiationists  7 
4o.  sir;  but  we  are  about  to  invade  the  colony 
and  take  it  to  ourselves.     Sir,  your  conduct 


detached  a  squadron  for  tbe  conquest  of  that 
island.  Fraooe  at  that  time  bad  insulted  and  in- 
jured us  more  than  Spain  has  ilone,  and  France 
tbea  was  equsllv  as  iticapablo  of  affording  pre 
teatioa  lo  ihat  island  as  Spain  now  is  to  her  col- 
ony of  West  Florida. 

sir,  wbal  has  been  your  conduct  hereiofoie 
towards  Spain  1  When  she  denied  to  you  the 
right  of  navigating  the  Mississippi,  which  may 
be  considered  one  of  tbe  natural  rights  of  this 
country — a  lighi,  too,  consecrated  by  treaty,  did 
you  go  lo  war  7  When  she  denied  to  you  the 
right  of  deposiie  at  New  Orleans,  in  violation  of 
a  recent  treaty,  did  you  go  to  war?  When  she 
subjected  you  to  a  duty  or  tribate,asBome  would 
call  it,  on  the  Mobile,  did  you  go  to  war  1.  Nay, 
sir,  wbenshe  committed  spoliations  on  your  com- 
merea,.and  suffered  ihem  to  be  comiuitied  within 
her  jurisdiciioQ  by  aoolher  Power,  did  you  go  to 
warl  No,  sir.  And  why?  Spain  was  then  . 
the  ally  of  France,    What  his  Spain  recently 


UniFcd  Slates  ?  Is  it  her  determinaiioa  to  resist 
the  usurpation  of  France,  or  is  it,  that  the  baa 
lately  sent  a  Minister  to  express  her  friendly  dis- 
posilioo,  to  treat  with  you  for  bolh  the  Florida*, 
and  pay  what  she  owes  us  for  apoliaiioos  1 

Do  you  calculate  that  Franca  will  conquer 
Spain  f  This,  in  my  humble  opinion,  she  will 
□ot  do.  France  is  not  now  contending  with  an 
armed  soldiery,  but  she  fights  an  armed  people ; 
a  people  siroggling  for  tbeir  liberty,  their  religion, 
and  ineir  laws,  and  resolved  not  to  survive  tnem. 
With  such  a  cause  and  such  a  resolution,  neither 
Fraoce  nor  the  combined  Powers  of  tbe  earth  can 
subdoe  them.  Mr  President,  what  src  to  be  the 
consequences  of  this  measure,  a  measure  adopted 
at  a  time  pariioularly  calculated  to  excite  the  re-  - 
seoiinent  of  Spain  and  her  allies  J  aia  time  when 
that  people  is  pressed  on  all  sides  by  their  enemy, 
when  their  streusth  is  prostrate,  when  tbej  bleed 
at  every  pore  and  are  almosE  in  the  act  of  faint- 
ing 7    What,  I  aay  sir,  are' we  to  expect  but  their 
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indignation  tiid  reuttationl  Lei  it  not  be  for- 
gotten that  the  I&r  ialitmit  ii  ibe  modern  rale, 
aadtiiatthedaYof  retribolion  may  come.  Spain 
haa  ■  fleet,  and  beioK  tbe  ally  or  Eogland,  can 
aend  (hem  to  sea.  Tour  Bast  India  merchaats 
mar  pay  for  Florida.  Your  reMeli  in  the  port* 
of  BpaJD  and  in  tba  poru  of  her  eolooiei  may  be 
■elzedand  eoofiseaied,  aad  with  moreeaaiethDa 
th«  laie  seizures  and  eonfiscBtions  ofEurope.  Sir, 
I  eonaider  ifais  bill  all  important,  and  pregnaot 
with  awful  eoasequeno«s.  Let  it  therefore  b« 
well  considered  before  it  pastes. 

la  point  of  time,  I  think'  we  are  particularly 
nnroriunate.  Recollect  the  impurcaiit  crisis  of 
(his  country  in  relation  to  the  beliigereDls  ol  Ba- 
rope.  Prance,  it  is  aaid,  has  reroked  ber  edicts, 
and  DOW  it  remaio!  for  Great  Britain  to  say  whe- 
ther she  will  repeal  hen.  Let  it  be  remembered, 
that  Qreat  Britain  is  now  the  ally  of  Spain,  and, 
for  angbl  we  know,  may  hare  gnarantied  her  co- 
lonies. Would  it  not  at  least  bare  been  prudeot, 
as  WKs  done  on  a  former  occasion  in  relation  to 
another  Power,  to  have  inquired  what  part  the 
would  take?  If  she  it  to  met  the  part  of  an 
ally,  ofi'eDsiTc  and  defentire,  or  of  an  alW  at  all, 
can  h  be  expected  that  she  will  revoke  ber  Or- 
ders ia  Council,  or  even  remain  iadiflerent  1  It 
U  a  singular  circumstance,  ibai  the  proclamation 
reTiTing  the  BOI^inI«rconrse  with  Great  Britain 
and  the  one  for  taking  potseition  of  Florida  were 
upon  the  aoril  at  the  same  time.  There  is  only 
five  days  difference  in  ibeir  dates,  and  the  Florida 
proclamation  is  the  first.  Sir,  to  me,  they  look 
■  good  deal  like  twia  brothers. 

One  moment  more  will  olofe  my  remarks. 
The  honorable  K^ntleman  from  Kentucky  has 
told  us  that  Europe  is  now  io  a  slate  of  barbarism, 
and  has  emphatically  asked,  are  we  to  sit  here 
and  cavil  about  questions  of  right  1  What,  sir,  if 
Europe  has  become  barbarous,  is  that  a  reason 
why  America  should  become  so  too  1  Why  we 
•hoald  depart  from  the  great  system  of  conduct 
which  baa  been  (be  pride  the  safety,  nnd  boaat  of 
oar  country — of  faith — of  jastice — of  jieaee  ?  Is 
this  a  reason,  sir,  why  we  should  violate  onr 
treaty  with  Spain— not  one  of  those  barbarous 
Powers,  but  one  of  the  victims  of  ihote  Powers? 
Is  Ibis  a.  reason  why  we  should  commit  an  act  of 
injustice  and  violence  towards  a  people  who  have 
profiered  you  their  friendship  1  Is  [bis  a  reason 
why  we  should  embroil  the  nation  io  war? 

I  beg;  pardon,  sir,  for  hnviug  deiaiued  yon  so 
long.  .The  sohject  is  imporiant.  and, if  1  have 
not  been  mistaken  in  my  views  of  it,  I  have 
shown  the  proclamaiion  unauthorized;  that  we 
have  not  •  good  title  to  Florida ;  and  that  if  we 
had  a  claim,  it  would  not  ueord  with  the  equit- 
able and  pacific  policy  of  the  United  Slates  to 
assert  it  at  this  time  by  force. 

Mr.  Ct.*Y.— Mr  President,  it  would  have  grati- 
fied me  if  some  olber  gentleman  had  undertaken 
10  reply  to  the  ingenious  argnoient  which  you 
have  just  heard.  Bat  not  perceiving  any  one 
disposed  to  do  so,  «  sense  of  duty  obliges  me, 
though  rerr  uowdl.  to  claim  your  ibdulgenoe 
while  I  oSer  my  leiiUmeau  on  thia  mbjeet,  w 


interesting  to  tbe  Union  at  largt^  but  partten- 
larlr  to  the  western  aection  of  it.  Allow  me, 
sir,  to  express  my  admiration  at  tbe  more  than 
Aristidean  jusiiee,  which,  in  a  question  of  terri- 
torial title  between  the  United  States  and  a  for- 
eign nation,  induces  certain  gentlemen  lo  espouse  ' 
tbe  pretention*  of  tbe  foreign  nation.  Doubtless, 
in  any  future  negotiations,  she  will  have  too 
much  magnanimity  to  avail  herself  of  these 
sponianeous  coocetsians  in  her  favor,  made  on 
the  floor  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

It  was  to  have  been  expected,  that  in  a  qaes- 
tion  like  the  present,  gentlemen,  even  on  the 
same  side,  would  have  diflerent  views,  and  al- 
though arriving  at  a  common  conclusion,  wonid 
do  so  by  varioas  argumenis.  And  hence  the 
boDorabla  gentleman  from  Termoai  eolercaias 
doubts  with  regard  to  our  title  against  Spain, 
while  he  feels  entirely  satisfied  of  it  against 
France.  Believing,  as  I  do.  that  oni  title  agaiast 
both  Powers  is  indisputable,  under  the  Treaty  of 
St.  Ildefonso  between  Spain  and  France,  and  the 
treaty  between  the  French  Republic  and  the 
United  Stales,  I  shall  not  inquire  into  the  treach- 
ery  by  which  the  King  of  Snaio  is  alleged  to 
have  lost  hit  crown;  nor  shall  I  stop  lo  aiscuaa 
ibe  question  involved  in  tbe  overthrow  of  the 
Spanish  moaarchy,  and  bow  far  (he  power  of 
Spain  ought  to  be  considered  as  merged  io  that 
of  France.  1  shall  leave  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Delaware  to  mouin  over  the  fortunes 
of  the  fallen  Chsrlet.  I  have  no  commiserttioti 
for  princes.  My  sympathies  are  reserved  for  the 
great  disss  of  mankind,  and  1  own  that  the  pen- 
pie  of  Spain  have  them  most  sincerely. 

I  will  sdopt  the  course  suggested  by  the  nature 
of  the  subject,  and  pursued  by  other  gentlemen, 
of  examining  into  our  title  to  (he  country  lying 
between  (he  Mississippi  and  the  Rio  Perdido 
(which,  to  avoid  circumlocution,  I  will  call 
West  Florida,  alihourh  it  is  not  (he  whole  of  it) 
— and  the  proprieiy  of  the  recent  measures  taken 
for  the  occupation  of  it.  Our  title  depends,  first, 
upon  tbe  limits  of  Ibe  province  or  colony  of 
Louisiana,' end  secondly,  upon  a  just  exposition 
of  the  treaties  hefore  mentioned. 

On  this  occasion  it  is  only  necessary  to  fix  the 
Eastern  boundary.  In  order  to  ascertain  this, 
it  is  proper  to  take  a  cursory  view  of  (he  settle- 
ment uF  the  country;  the  basis  of  European  title 
10  colonies  in  America  beins  prior  discovery  or 

Srior  occupancy.  Id  1682,  Lb  Salle  migrated 
'om  Canada,  then  owned  by  France,  descended 
the  Mississippi  and  named  the  country,  which  it 
waters,  Louisiana.  About  1696,  D'Iberville  dii- 
corered  by  sea  the  mouth  of  tbe  Mississippi,  es- 
tnblisbcd  acolony  at  the  Isle  Dauphine  or  Massa- 
cre, which  lies  at  the  mouthof  the  bay  of  Mobile, 
and  one  M  the  mouth  of  tbe  river  Mobile,  and 
was  appointed,  by  France,  governor  of  the  coun- 
try. In  Ibe  year  1717,  the  famous  West  India 
Company  sent  inhabtisnts  to  the  Isle  Dauphine, 
and  found  some  of  those  who  had  been  settled 
there  nnder  the  auspices  of  D'Iberville.  About 
the  same  period  Balozi,  near  the  Pascsgouln,  was 
settled,    la  1719,  the  city  of  New  Orleans  was 


IV  Google 


67 


BISTORT  OP  CONGRBSB. 


68 


DioiMmMB.  1810. 


Oecupation  of  Weit  Fiorida. 


Btxktim. 


hud  off,  uid  the  Mat  of  the  OoTernnieat  of  Loahi- 
■na  VM  established  then.  Id  1736,  the  Freach 
erected  a  fort  on  Tombjgbee.  The*e  facta  prove 
tbit  Fraoce  had  the  iciu*!  paisetuao  of  the 
coaatrf  ai  far  eaat  as  the  Mobile  at  leait.  But 
the  great  iDftrtunent  which  ateertaiiH,  beyond 
all  (hiabt,  that  the  eouaitr  in  question  is  com- 
prebeoded  within  the  limits  of  Laoisiana,  it  one 
of  tbemoit  aatheniic  aadsoleioD  charaeter  which 
the  atchiTes  of  the  oaiioD  can  raraish.  I  mean 
the  pateDt  ifraiiled  JD  1712,  by  Louis  XIV.  to 
CtozbI.  [Here  Mr.  C.  read  suob  parts  of  the 
patent  as  were  applicable  lo  the  snhject.*]    Ae- 


*EMmt  fromti 


u  Crvzat,  dated  at  Ftn- 
a,SqtUmber  14,  ITIS. 
TBS  asACi  at  Qog,  Jk. 
e  w*  hsTs  slwajs  hsd  to  pracaw  the  wil- 
isTB  and  advanUge  of  our  subjects.  hsTJng  induced  as, 
Ilo.  10  seek  for  all  pooible  opportanitiea  of  enlsigiDg 
and  sitending  the  trsde  of  our  American  colonies,  we 
did  in  the  year  1683  gi<e  onr  orders  to  undeitake  s 
diseOTCTjof  the  countries  and  lands  wbieb  are  sitDsted 
in  the  northern  psrt  of  America,  between  New  France 
and  New  Mexico;  and  the  SieU  de  la  Sails,  to  whom 
we  committed  that  enterprise,  bsviOf  had  sncceas 
enough  to  conflna  s  beliaf  that  e  cooimanicattDn 
migbt  be  settled  from  New  France  to  the  (jotf  of 
Msiico  b;  means  of  large  rivers ;  this  obliged  oa,  jm' 
mediately  after  the  peace  of  Bjswiok,  l»  give  orders  for 
astabUsbing  a  odlon  there  and  maintaining  a  ganieon, 
which  has  k^t  and  prasarved  the  poaseaeien  we  had 
taken  in  the  verj  year,  IMS,  of  the  lan^  coasts  and 
iaiands  wbidi  are  sUualed  in  the  Gnlf.  of  Mexico,  be- 
tween Canriina  on  the  essi  and  Old  and  New  Mexico 
Mt  the  west.  Bat  a  new  war  having  broke  ont  ahottlj 
•iter,  there  was  no  possibili^,  till  now,  of  rasping 
iinHn  thai  oolony  the  advantages  that  might  have  been 
expected  from  thence,  Jtc  And  whereas,  nptm  the 
inlormstioB  ws  hsve  received  conoemiBg  dw  d^ioei- 
tionsnd  sitnalioB  of  the  said  countries,  knoem  st  pres- 
ent by  the  name  of  the  ProTtnca  ol  Lonisisne,  we  are 
of  opinion,  that  there  maj  be  est^ihed  therein  a 
oonadeiable  eommeree,  die,  we  hsve  reedvedto  grant 
die  comnisrce  of  the  eonntrjof  Lonisiana  to  the  Sianr 
Anthony  Croxat,  dec  For  Iheae  reasons,  Ac.,  we  bj- 
dtese  ptesenta,  sjgned  hj  onr  band,  hava  sppoioted 
and  do  apfMJnt  the  said  Kenr  Ormat  to  cany  on  a 
trade  in  dl  the  lands  poaeeaeed  In  na,  end  bonnded  by 
New  Moiioo  and  by  die  Iwide  eftba  English  of  Can» 
line,  all  ttte  estabUAmenta,  poHa,  havena,  rivma,  and 
princJpeDy  the  pMt  and  havan  of  the  Isle  DaapUne, 
lierelofbre  celled  Maseaore;  the  river  of  St.  Lraia, 
heretoftre  called  Hisaiasi|^  fiem  die  edge  of  the  sea 
M  far  aa  the  IlUnok,  together  with  the  river  St.  Philipi 
heretofore  oalled  the  Hissonri,  and  of  8t,  Jerome, 
heretofore  called  Onabachs,  with  all  the  couuiriss, 
territories,  and  lakes  within  land,  end  the  rivers  whid 
&1I  directly  or  indirectly  into  that  pert  of  the  rivsr  St 

»  TAe  arlieln.  1 .  Onr  plessun  is,  that  all  the  afore- 
said lands,  oonntries,  streanis,  rivers,  and  islsnds,  be 
and  remain  comprised  under  die  name  of  the  Gorem- 
nent  of  Louisiana,  which  sbsll  be  dependant  npon  the 
General  Government  of  New  France,  to  whidl  it  is 
■nbordmate ;  and  flirtber,  that  all  the  landa  which  we 
noeeee*  from  the  Illinois  be  united,  dee.  to  the  Oeneral 
OovennieDt  tf  New  France,  and  become  pait  dtere- 


eordfng  to  this  documept,  in  dMoribing  the  pro- 
vince or  colony  of  Looisiana,  it  ia  declared  lo  be 
bounded  by  Carolina  ou  the  east  and  Old  and 
New  Mexico  on  the  west.  Under  tbie  high  re- 
cord evidence,  it  might  be  iDsisted  that  we  have 
a  fair  claim  to  Kast  aa  well  as  West  Florida, 
against  France  at  least;  unless  she  has  by  snme 
coaveniioD  or  other  obligatory  aoi,  resuricied  the 
:ernliini[Df  the  province.  It  has,  indeed,  been 
irtedthatbyaireatybetween  France  and  Spain, 
eoBctuded  in  the  year  1719,  the  Perdido  wae  ex- 
pressly stipulated  to  he  the  boundary  between 
their  respectire  provinoes  of  Florida  on  the  east 
and  LoaHaoa  on  the  west;  bat  as  I  have  been 
oaable  to,  find  any  each  treaty,  I  am  induced  to 
doubt  its  ezietenee. 

About  the  same  period,  to  wit,  towards  the 
aeveDieenih  cealnry,  when  Fraoce  settled  the 
isle  Dattphine  and  the  Mobile,  Spain  erected  a 
fort  at  Pensacola.  But  Spain  never  pushed  her 
aeinal  settlements  or  cooqaeets  further  west 
than  the  bay  of  Pensaoola,  whilst  those  of  thfl 
Preach  were  bounded  on^the  east  by  the  Mobile. 
Between  those  two  points,  a  space  of  about  thir- 
teen or  fourteen  leagues,  neither  aalion  bad  the 
exclusive  possession.  The  Rio  Perdido,  fonnlng 
ibe  bay  of  the  same  name,  discharges  itself  into 
the  Qolf  of  Mexico  between  the  Mobile  and 
Pensacola,  and,  being  a  natural  aad  the  most 
notorious  object  between  ibem,  preaeoied  iiaelf 
as  a  soilable  boutdaiy  between  the  poseeeaions  of 
the  two  nations.  It  aeoordingly  appeMra  very 
early  to  have  been  adopted  a*  iha  hmmdarT,  by 
tacit  if  Qol  express  consent.  The  ancient  cbarta 
and  hislorians,  therefore,  of  the  eonatry  »o  rep* 
resent  it.  Dnpralz,  one  of  the  most  acenrate 
historians  in  point  of  fact  and  detail  of  the  tine, 
wfaoee  work  was  pnblithed  as  early  as  1758,  de- 
scribes the  coast  as  being  bounded  on  (ha  east 
hy  the  Rio  Perdido.    In  truth,  sir,  no  European 


any  pOflioB  of  West  Florida,  prior  to  hercesaton 
of  it  10  England  in  1768.  The  gentlemen  on 
''^       '''  Id  not  indeed  sirougly  eonrtorwt, 

ezpresily  admit,  that  Lonieiana, 


gent 

the  other  siJfe  do  not  indeed  sirougly  eonrtorwt, 
ihey  do  not  ezpresily  admit,  that  Lonieiana, 
held  by  Prance  anterior  to  her  cession  of  it 


in  176S,  reached  (o  the  Perdido.  The  only  oh- 
eerratioa  made  by  the  ganlloBan  from  Delaware 
to  the  ooatrary,  to  wil,  thai  the  island  of  New 
Orleans  being  particnlarly  mcQliooed  coald  not 
for  Ibat  reason  cvastitaie  a  part  of  Louisiana,  ia 
suaeeptibte  of  a  very  satiefaotory  answer.  That 
islaoa  was  excepted  ont  of  the  grant  to  England, 
and  was  the  only  part  of  the  province  cast  of  the 
river  that  was  so  excepted,  tt  formed  in  itself 
one  of  the  most  prDmineat  and  important  objects 
of  the  eeesioQ  to  Spain  originally,  and  waa  trans- 
ferred 10  her  with  the  portion  of  the  provinee 
west  of  (be  Mississippi.  It  might  vftli  equal 
propriety  be  urged  that  St.  Augnitine  is  not  in 
East  Florida,  heoanse  St.  Augustine  ia  expreasly 
mentioned  by  Spain  in  her  cession  of  that  pro- 
vince to  England.  From'  this  view  of  the  anb- 
iect  {  think  >l  results  that  the  provinee  of  Loaie- 
lana  comprised  West  Florida,  prerinns  to  the 
ye>il7S& 
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r«ar,  France  ceded  the  eonntry  tying 
tbe  Miui»ippi,  and  the  island  of  New  Orieana 
to  Spaio;  and  bj  a.  con  tempo  ran  sous  act,  the 
ariiclea  preliminary  lo  the  ^finittre  Twaljr  of 
1763,  she  tranireited  West  Florida  to  EDgland. 
Thus  ai  ilie  same  inatant  of  time  she  alienated 
the  whole  proTince. 

Poatetior  to  ihis  giUM,  Oremt  Britain,  having 
(tlio  acqaired  from  Spain  her  po»eMioni  eaat  of 
the  MiMJnippi,  erected  the  coavtiv  into  two 
proTincei,  Bast  and  West  Florida,  la  thit  stale 
of  tfalngs  it  coatinned  nntil  the  peace  of  17S3, 
when  Great  Britain,  in  consequeace  of  the  eyeats 
of  the  war,  lurreodered  the  eonniry  to  Spain, 
who  for  Ike jEraf  time  came  into  the  aeinal  poi- 
■etsiOD  of  West  Florida.  Well,  sir,  how  does 
•he  dispose  of  ill  She  reanitexn  it  to  the  reai- 
'  dae  of  Loaisiaaa ;  extends  the  jarisdiciion  of 
that  Oorefnmviit  to  it,  and  subjects  the gorernors 
or  commandanlsofihedistriclaof  Baton  Rouge, 
Felieiana,  Mobile,  and  PeosBcoIa,  to  the  anthor- 
ity  of  the  Qoveroor  of  Louisiana,  residing  at 
New  Orleans ;  whereas  the  Oorernor  of  Kasi 
Florida  is  placed  wholly  without  his  eontrol,Bnd 
is  made  atneaable  directly  to  the  Gbreraor  of 
tb«  Haraaa.  And  I  have  been  credibly  Informed 
that  all  the  conoessiuos  or  grant*  of  land,  made 
in  West  Florida,  ooder  the  authority  of  Spain, 
run  in  the  name  of  the^'opeiwiiMfUq^  LouUuma. 
Yon  oaaaot  hare  forgotten  that  about  the  period 
when  we  took  possession  of  New  Orleans,  under 
tbe  Treaty  of  Cession  from  France,  the  whole 
Aounlry  rung  with  the  nefarions  ipectilations 
which  were  alleged  lo  be  praeiiiing  in  that  city, 
ivith  the  cuiniranae,  if  not  actual  participation 
of  tbe  Spanish  authorities,  by  the  procurement 
of  surreptitious  grants  of  land,  particularly  in 
the  district  of  Feliciana.  West  Florida,  theo, 
not  only  as  Franije  has  held  it,  but  as  it  was  in 
the  hands  of  Spain,  made  a  part  of  the  prorince 
of  LouitiaQa,  as  much  so  as  ibe  juriadiction  or 
district  of  Baton  Roi^  constiiuied  a  part  of 
West  Florida. 

What,  lh«n,  is  the  true  constrootion  of  tha 
Traitiei  of  St.  IldefsiMo  and  of  April,  '" 
from  whenoe  our  title  is  derired  1    If  an 

SIty  exist  in  a  grant,  the  inlerp  relet  ion 
rortble  to  the  greniee  is  to  be  preferred.    It 


fhe  doctrine  not  of  Coke  only,  (whose  dicta  I 
admit  tnre  notfaini^  lodo  with  the  question.)  but 
of  the  code  of  unirersal  law.  The  doctrine  is 
eatitled  to  augmented  force  when  a  clause  only 
of  the  instrument  is  exhibited,  in  which  elaui 
the  ambiguity  lurks,  and  the  residue  of  the  ii 
Btrumeat  is  kept  back  by  the  grantor.  The  ei 
lire  convention  of  1763,  by  which  France  tnn 
ferred  Lonisiana  to  Spain,  is  concealed,  and  the 
whole  of  tbe  Treaty  of  St.  Ildefbnso,  except  a 
•olii&ry  clause.  We  are  thus  deprived  of  the 
aid  which  a  fall  view  of  both  or  those  in 
tneois  would  afford.  Bw  we  hare  no  occasion 
to  resort  to  any  ial«s  of  coostructioo,  howvyer 


reasonable  in  themseires,  to  establish  onr  title. 
A  competent  knowledge  of  the  faets,  oon'necled 
with  the  case,  and  a  candid  appeal  to  the  treaties, 
are  alone  sufficient  (o  manileai  our  ri^ht.    The 

legotiatori  of  the  Treaty  of  1603  haTjng  signed 
with  the  same  ceremony  two  copies,  one  in  the 
English  and  the  other  in  the  French  langaage,  it 
has  been  contended,  that  in  the  English  Tersioa 
the  term  '  cede'  hat  been  erroneously  Dsed  instead 
of 'retrocede,'  which  is  the  espression  in  tbe 
French  copy.  And  it  is  ar^ned  that  we  are 
bonnd  by  tue  phraseology  orthe  French  copy, 
because,  it  is  declared  thu  the  tn»\j  was  agreeil 
n  that  language.    It  would  not  tie  very  tinfair 

.  iaqnirfl  if  this  is  not  tike  the  common  case,  in 
private  life,  where  Individuals  enter  into  a  can- 
tract,  of  which  each  party  retains  a  copy,  duly 
executed.  In  such  case  neither  has  the  prefer- 
ence. We  miebt  as  well  say  to  France  we  will 
cling  by  the  Saglish  copy,  as  she  could  insist 
upon  so  adherence  to  the  French  copy ;  and  if 
she  urged  ignorance  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Marbois, 
her  negotiator,  of  our  language,  we  might,  with 
equal  propriety,  plead  ignorance  on  the  part  of 


negotiators  of  her  language.    As  this,  how- 

r,  is  a  disputable  point,!  do  not  avail  myself 

of  it ;  gentlemen  shall  have  tbe  fnll  benefit  of 


the  expressions  ia  the  French  copy.  Aeaording 
to  Ibis,  then,  in  reciting  the  Treaty  of  St.  lide- 
foBso,  it  is  declared  by  Spain  in  1800,  that  she 
retrocedes  to  Fiance  the  colony  or  province  of 
Loataiana,  with  (he  same  extent  that  it  then  had 
in  the  hands  of  Spain,  and  (hat  it  had  when 
France  possessed  it,  and  such  as  it  should  be 
after  the  treaties  subsequently  entered  into  be- 
tween Spain  and  oiher  Slates.  This  latter  mem- 
ber of  the  description  has  been  sufficiently  ex- 
plained by  my  colleague. 

It  is  said- that  since  France  in  1762  ceded  to 
Spain  only  Louisiana  west  of  the  Mississiiipi, 
and  (he  island  of  New  Orleans,  the  retrocession 
comprehended  no  more— tha(  the  retrocefsion  tx 
vi  termini  was  coaimensurate  with  and  limited 
by  the  direct  cession  from  France  to  Spain.  If 
this  were  true,  then  the  description,  such  as 
Spain  beld  it,  that  is  in  1800,  oomptiiiiBg  West 
Florida,  and  such  as  Fraitce  possesssd  it,  that  is 
in  1769,  prior  lo  tbe  several  cessions,  com  prising 
also  West  Florida,  would  be  totally  inoperative. 
But  the  deBnIiion  of  the  term  retrocemsion,  con- 
tended fbr  by  the  other  side,  ir  denied.  It  does 
not  exclude  the  inairnmentality  of  a  (bird  party. 
It  means  restoration  or  reconveyance  of  the  thing 
origiually  ceded,  and  so  the  gentleman  from  Del- 
aware acknowledged.  I  admit  (hat  the  thing 
restored  must  have  come  to  the  restoring  patty 
from  ihe  party  to  whom  it  is  relroceded,  wliether 
directly  or  indirectly  is  wholly  immaterial.  In 
i(«  passase  it  may  have  come  through  a  dozen 
hands.  The  retrooediog  party  must  claim  tinder 
and  in  virtue  of  the  right  originally  possessed  by 
the  party  to  whoiji  the  retrocession  takes  place. 
Allow  me  (0  poi  a  case:  You  own  an  estate 
called  Louisiana.  You  convey  one  moiety  of  it 
to  the  geatieman  from  Delaware,  and  the  other 
tome;  heeenveysliis  moiety  to  me,aDd  I  thus 
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Louitiua  to  yoa  u  I  now  bold  it,  vnd  u  joa 
held  it  ]  mhat  pMtei  to  jou  1  The  whole  eatate 
or  ray  moiety  oalrl  Let  me  indDlge  aaothcr 
MippoailiOD:  that  the  gaoilemiB  fVomEMaware, 
ftfter  be  reealrad  from  yon  hi*  moiety,  had  be- 
stowed a  new  dflnomfnation  upon  it,  aod  eatled 
it  We«t  Florida,  woold  that  circamstanoe  vary 
tbe  opetatioQ  of  my  act  of  retroeeuloD  to  yoal 
The  case  sappoaed  in  in  irotLi  the  real  one  be- 
Iweeo  tbe  Uoited  Slates  and  Spain.  France  in 
1762  iraniferi  Looisiana  wetc  of  rtie  Miutmippi 
IQ  Spain,  and  at  the  same  lime  conrey*  tbe  eaat- 
ern  poTlioD  of  it,  eielDfive  of  New  Orleaiu,  to 
Oreat  Brtuin.  Tweniy  one  year*  al^er,  that  is 
in  1783,  Oreal  Briraio  cedes  her  part  to  Speio, 
nrho  thus  beeomea  posBeued  of  the  entire  prov> 
ioce;  one  pojlion  by  direct  eetsloo  from  France, 
and  tbe  rendne  by  iodireet  eeuion.  Spain  ibeo 
held  the  whole  of  Looisiana  under  Franee,  aiid 
in  virlue  of  the  title  of  France.  Tbe  whole 
mOTed  or  pawed  from  Prance  to  her.  When, 
therefore,  in  this  stale  of  things,  she  says,  in  the 
Treaty  of  St.  Ildefonno,  that  abe  retrocedat  ibe 
province  to  Franae,  can  a  doubt  »ist  that  she 
parts  with,  and  giret  back  lo  France,  the  entire 
colony?  To  preclude  the  possibility  of  such  a 
doabt,  sbe  adda,  thet  Ebe  restores  it,  not  in  a  mn- 
tilated  condition,  bni  in  that  precise  condition  Id 
which  France  had.  and  sbe  herielf  poMesaed  it. 

HariDg  thus  sbown,  as  I  conceiTe,  a  clear 
right  in  the  United  States  to  West  Florida,  I 
proceed  to  inquire  if  the  proclamatioa  of  the 
President  directing  the  occupation  of  property, 
which  is  tbua  ftidy  Bcqoireii  by  solemn  treaty, 
be  an  unauthorized  meaaureof  warandof  legisfa- 
tioD,  as  baa  been  contended. 

The  act  of  October,  1S03,  contains  two  sec- 
tions, by  one  of  which  the  Presidsnt  ia  anthor- 
ized  to  occupy  the  territories  eeded  to  us  by 
France  in  the  April  preceding.  The  other  em- 
powers tbe.  President  to  esiabllsb  a  proTisional 
government  there.  Tbe  Grat  section  is  unlimited 
in  its  duration  ;  the  other  is  restricted  to  the  ex- 
piration of  tbe  then  sesaioa  of  Coogreat.  The 
aet,  therefore,  of  March,  1804,  declaring  that  the 
pTBVioua  act  of  October  shoalcl  continue  in  force 
until  the  first  of  October,  1804,  is  applicable  to 
the  second  and  not  tbe  firat  section,  and  waa  in- 
tended to  continue  the  proTiaional  gorernment  of 
the  Preeident.  By  tbe  act  of  the  24th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1604,  for  laying  duties  on  goods  Imported 
Into  the  ceded  territories,  the  President  is  em- 
powered, vkeneeer  hedeema  U  exjMdimt,  to  erect 
the  bay  and  river  MobiU,  ftc,  into  a  separate 
district,  and  to  establiab  therein  a  port  of  entry 
and  delivery.  By  this  aaibeaet  liieOrleana  Ter- 
ritory is  laid  off,  and  its  bonndaries  arc  ao  deBsed 
-aslo  comprebend  West  Florida.  By  other  acta 
the  President  is  aotboriKed  lo  remove  byforce, 
under  eettain  circumatanoea,  peraons  aeiilinF  or 
taking  possetsion  of  lands  ceded  to  tbe  United 
Sutes. 

These  lawa  fnrnish  a  legiaklireoOnstrBction  of 
the  treaty,  correspondent  with  that  gJTan  by  (be 


RxeentiTe,  and  they  rest  in  this  branch  of  the 
Oovemment  indisputably  a  power  to  take  posses- 
sion  of  the  country,  whenever  it  might  be  proper 
in  his  discretion.  The  President  has  not,  there- 
fore, Tiolaled  the  Constiiniion,  and  usurped  the 
war-making  power,  b|ii  be  would  have  violated 
that  proriaroo  wbicb  requires  him  to  see  that  the 
laws  are  faithfully  executed,  if  he  had  longer 
forborae  to  act.  It  is  urged  that  he  has  aaanmcd 
powers  belonging  to  Congress  in  undertaking  to 
annex  the  portion  of  West  Florida  between  the 
Mississippi  and  tbe  Perdido  to  the  Orleans  Ter- 
ritory. But  Congress,  aa  baa  been  sbown,  baa 
already  made  ibis  annexation  the  limits  of  the 
Orleans  TerTito^y,aapre^cribed  by  OangresSiCom- 
preheadin^  the  connir^in  qnestion.  TbeFreai- 
deni,  by  his  proclamation,  has  not  made  law,  bat 
baa  merely  declared  to  tbe  people  of  Weat  Flor- 
ida what  the  law  is.  This  is  the  office  of  a  proe- 
tamation,  and  it  waa  highly  proper  that  the  peo- 
ple of  that  Territory  should  be  thus  notified.  By 
the  act  of  occupying  tbe  cooatry,  the  Qovern- 
ment  Ele.^H:<o,  whether  of  Spain,  or  the  revolu- 
tioniita.  ceased  to  exist ;  and  tbe  lawa  of  the  Or- 
leans Territory,  applicable  to  tbe  eoontry,  by 
aperatiouand  force  of  law,  attached  to  it.  B&t 
this  was  a  state  of  things  which  tbe  people  miglil 
not  know,  and  every  dictate  of  juatice  aad  bn- 
manity  requited^  therefore,  abauid  be  proclaimed. 
1  coneidei  the  bill  before  us  merely  in  tbe  light 
of  a  declaraury  law. 

Never  eonid  a  more  pn>pitioos  moment  pie- 
aent  itaetf  for  the  exercise  ef  the  discretionary 
pDwcrplaeed  in  the  Presideai  of  tfaeUaited  Slates, 
and,  bad  be  failed  lo  embrBce  it,  he  would  have 
been  criminally  inattentive  to  the  dearest  iater- 
esta  of  this  country.  It  cannot  be  too  often  re- 
peated, that  if  Cuba  on  the  one  hand,  and  Flor- 
ida on  the  other,  areio  tbe  posaeaiion  of  a  foreign 
maritime  Power,  tbe  immense  country  belongiag 
to  tbe  United  Siates,  watered  by  streams  dis- 
charging themselves  into  the  Oult  of  Mexico— 
that  ii,  one-third,  nay  more  than  two-thirds  of 
tbe  United  States,  comprehending  Louisiana,  ia 
placed  at  the  mercy  of  that  Power.  Tbe  pos- 
aession  of  Florida  is  a  guarantee  absolaiely  oe- 
cessary  to  the  eojoyment '  of  the  navigation  of 
ihoae  BtreanH.  Tbe  gentleman  from  Delaware 
anticipates  the  most  direful  eOnsequenaes  from 
tbe  occupation  of  Ibe  coantry.  '  He  aopposee  a 
sally  from  a  Spanish  garrison  upon  the  Ameri- 
eao  forcea,  and  aak>  what  ia  to  be  done  1  Ws 
attetnpl  a  peaceful  possession  of  the  eountry,  to 
which  we  are  fairly  entitled.  If  the  wrongful 
occupants  under  tbe  authority  of  Spain  assail 
our  troops,  1  trust  they  will  retrieve  tbe  lost 
honor  of  itke  nation  in  the  ease  of  the  Chesa- 
peake. Suppose  an  attack  upon  any  portion  of 
tbe  American  Army  within  the  acknowledged 
limits  of  the  United^  States  by  a  Spanish  force? 
In  such  event  there  would  eiift  but  aaiagle  hon- 
orable and  manly  course.  Tlie  gentlemen  eun- 
eeives  it  ungcaerons  that  we  should  at  this  mo- 
ment, when  Spain  is  encompaaaedandpreasedon 
all  side*  by  the  immenea  power  of  her  enemy, 
occupy  Weat  Florida.    Shall  westl  by,  paaiive 
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■peeiRtori,  and  wiinet*  the  iaierntiog;  iraoue- 
noni  in  tbai  coaniry — traasaeiioD*  which  teod 
to  jeopardiz*,  in  the  moit  immiaenr  degree,  our 
rignii,  wilhoui  intertcreDce  1  Are  you  prepftred 
10  iM  ■  foreign  Power  Kiie  whit  bielongs  in  ml 
I  have  heard  in  the  most  credible  maaaer  that, 
about  the  period  when  llic  President  io(7k  bis 
meaiureaiQ  relition  to  tliai  coniiiry,(heagentsor 
a  foreigD  Power  were  iatrigaing  with  the  peo- 
ple llm^  to  induce  them  to  come  ander  bit  do- 
minion. 

Whether  this  be  the  fact  or  not,  it  cannot  be 
doubted,  that  if  yon  neglect  the  preseoi  auspicious 
moment — if  yon  reject  the  proffered  boon,  aome 
other  nation,  profitieg  by  your  error*,  will  aeiie 
the  oecastoD  to  get  a  fatal  tooting  in  your  somh- 
ern  frODtier.  I  hafenohesitatioQ  insaying,  that 
if  a  pwent  country  will  not  or  ceonot  maiataia 
its  authority  in  ■  colony  adjacent  to  us,  tnd  there 
exists  in  it  t  state  of  misrule  and  disorder,  menac- 
ing  ooi  peace,  and  if  moreover  such  colony,  by 
passiaginiolhehandaof  any  other  Power,  would 
become  dannerouB  to  the  integrity  of  the  Union, 
and  minifesijy  tend  to  (he  subrerMon  of  our  lawt ; 
we  hare  a  right,  upon  eternal  principles  of  self- 
preserration,  to  lay  hold  of  iL  Tbu  principle 
atone,  iodependent'of  any  title,  would  warrant 
our  occnpaiioQ  of  West  Florida,  But  it  is  not 
neeenary  to  retort  to  it,  our  title  being  in  my 
jodgment  iacontestably  good.  We  are  Cold  of 
the  vengeance  of  resuscitated  Spain.  If  Spain, 
ubder  any  modification  of  he^  QoTernmeot,  chose 
to  make  vni  apoa  us,  for  the  act  under  consid- 
eration, the  nation,  1  have  no  doubt,  will  be  aril- 
ling  to  meet  the  w«ir.  But  the  gentleman  re- 
minds us  that  Great  Britain,  the  ally  of  Spain, 
may  be  obliged  by  her  connexion  with  Spain  lo 
take  part  with  her  asainsi  us,  and  to  consider 
this  meaiore  of  the  President  as  justifying  an 
appeal  to  arms. 

eir,  said  Mr.  Ct^T,  is  the  time  never  lo  arrive 
when  we  may  mBDase  our  afiain  without  the 
fear  of  insniting  His  Britannic  Majesty  1  Is  ibe 
rod  of  British  power  to  be  forever  suspended  over 
our  heads  1  Does  Congress  pat  on  an  embargo 
10  shelter  our  righifol  commerce  against  the  pi- 
ratical depredations  committed  npon  it  on  the 
ocean?  We  are  immediately  warned  of  the  in- 
digoatioB  of  offended  Boglaud.  Is  a  law  of  oon- 
intercourte  proposed!  The  whole  navy  of  the 
haughty  mistress  of  the  seas  is  made  to  thunder  in 
our  ears.  Doea  the  Presideal  refuse  to  eoolinue 
•  correspondence  with  a  Minister  who  vic^tes 
the  deeorom  belonging  to  his  diplomatic  charac- 
'  ^'i  ^7  Ei'ing  "nd  deliberately  repeating  an  af- 
front to  the  whole  nation?  Wa  are  instantly 
menaced  with  tbe  chattisemeni  which  English 
pride  will  not  fail  lo  inflict.  Whether  we  assert 
our  rights  by  tea  or  attempt  their  maintetiaiice 
by  land — whithersoever  we  lurn  ourselves,  ihit 

{naittom  incessantly  pursues  us.  Already  has  it 
ad  too  much  influence  on  the  councils  of  the 
nation.  It  contributed  to  the  repeal  of  the  em- 
bargo—that dishonorable  repeal,  which  has  so 
mncb  taroisbed  the  character  of  our  Government. 
Mr.  President.  I  have  before  said  en  this  ftooi, 


and  DOW  take  oecasioa  again  to  remark,  that  I 
most  sincerely  deure  m«ob  and  amity  with  Eng> 
lanii  t  that  I  even  prefer  an  adjustment  of  all  dif- 
ferences with  her  before  one  with  any  other  na- 
tion. But  if  she  persist  la  a  denial  of  justice  to 
us,  or  if  she  avails  herself  of  the  occupation  of 
West  Florida  to  commence  war  upon  us,  1  irost 
and  hope  that  all  hearts  will  uaiie  in  a  bold  and 
vigorous  vindication  of  oar  rights.  I  do  not. 
however,  believe  in  the  prediction  that  war  will 
be  the  effect  of  the  measure  in  question. 

It  is  asked,  why,  some  yeatt  ago,  when  tbe  in- 
terruption of  the  right  of  depot  took  place  at 
New  Orleans,  the  Gorernmeot  did  not  declare 
war  against  Spain,  and  how  it  has  happened  that 
there  has  been  thislongacquiescencein  theSpan* 

" '-- of  WebiPloridal     The  answer  is 

the  genius  of  the  naiioa, 
-"•  -  •'■—  desire  to  ar- 
^  ,    .  ;      -  disputes  with 

all  nations,- which  hat  consianily  influenced  the 
preseot  and  preceding  Adminisirations;  and  in 
the  jealousy  of  armies,  with  wbicb  we  have  be^n 
inspired  by  tbe  melancholy  esperieace  of  free 
States.  But  a  new  state  of  things  has  arisen. 
Negotiation  hat  become  hopeless.  The  JPower 
with  whom  it  was  lo  be  eooducied,  if  not  anni- 
hilated,  is  in  a  aituatioo  that  precludes  it;  and 
the  subject-matter  of  it  is  in  danger  of  being 
saalched  furevei  from  our  power.  Conger  delay 
would  be  construed  into  a  dereliction  of  ottr 
ri<hi,  and  amouoi  to  treachery  to  ourselves: 
May  I  ask,  in  niy  turn,  why  certain  gentlemen, 
□ow  so  fearful  olwar,  were  so  urgent  for  it  with 
Spain  when  she  withheld  the  rignt  of  depositel 
and  still  later,  when  in  1805  or  6,  this  very  sub- 
ject of  the  actual  limitt  of  Louisiana  was  before 
Congress?  I  will  not  tay,  because  1  do  not  know 
that  lam  amhorized  to  say,  that  the  motive  is 
to  he  found  in  the  change  of  relation  between 
Spain  and  other  European  Poven  tince  tbos* 
periods. 


Does  the  hoaoiable  g 


ntler 


n  from  Delaware 


really  believe  that  hehnds  in  St.  Domingo  aci 

parallel  with  that  of  West  Florida?  antftbatonr 
Qovernmeut  having  interdicted  an  illicit  com- 
mercB  with  the  former,  ought  not  to  have  intei- 
poaed  ia  relation  to  the  latter?  It  is  fcvrcely  ne- 
cessary  to  consume  your  time  by  remarking  that 
we  had  no  pretensions  to  that  island  j  that  ii  did 
not  menace  our  repose,  nor  did  the  safety  of  the 
United  States  require  that  they  should  occupy 
iL  It  became,  therefore,  our  dniy  to  attend  to 
thejostraraonstraaceofFrance  against  American 
ciiizeos,  supplying  the  rebels  with  the  means  of 
resisting  her  power. 

I  em  not,  sir,  in  favor  of  cherishing  the  passion 
of  conquest.  But  I  must  be  permitted  to  con- 
clude hy  declarijig  my  hope  to  tee,  ere  lung,  the 
new  United  States  (ifyou  will  allow  me  the  es- 
presaion)  embracing  not  only  the  old  thirteeu 
Stales,  but  theeoliie  country  east  of  the  Missi;.- 
sippi,  including  East  Florida,  and  tome  of  the 
territories  lo  the  north  of  ut  also. 

When  Mr.  Clay  had  concluded,  the  Senate 
tdjouraad. 
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Hon  DAT,  Decenbet  31. 

John  Taylor,  appoioied  «  Seniior  br  tbe 
L^islaiure  of  tha  ouie  of  9oath  Carolina,  in 
place  of  TboiDBs  Sumtsr,  retignsd,  prodiMed  hii 
ciedeotials,  wbleh  were  read  ;  and  the  oath  pr»- 
acribed  hy  law  haviog  been  adinini«tered  lo  bim, 
he  took  bi*  scat  in  tbe  Senale. 

Mr.  Frahkliii,  from  tbe  committee  to  wlhm 
wa*  referred  tbe  ull,  uititled  "An  act  making  an 
ftdditional  appropriMion  toaopply  the  deficiency 
ia  the  appropriatioD  for  tbe  relief  and  protection 
of  dittretsfld  Amtrioan  seamen  during  tbe  year 
1610,"  reported  it  witboDtameadineDL 

Idt.  Braoley,  from  the  eommiiiee  to  whom 
was  rtferied  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  fix  the 
coDtpeuation  of  tbe  additional  AasiMatil  Post- 
master General,"  reported  tbe  bill  with  an  amend- 
meat;  wbieb  was  read. 

Tbe  bill  authorizing  «  sobscription  on  the  pan 
of  tbe  United  States  to  tbe  sioelc  of  the  Ohio 
Canal  ComjiaB;  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  tbe  subscribers  to  the 
Farmers'  Bank  of  Alexandria  was  read  the  sec- 

The  bill  for  tbe  establishment  of  a  qaarter- 
master'a  department  was  read  the  sicood  lime, 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and 
report  [hereon;  and  Messrs.  Lbib,  Pranci-TN, 
and  PicKERi.vo,  were  appoinied  the  commitiee. 

A  meuage  from  (be  Mouse  of  Re  present atives 
iDfoimed  the  Seoaie  thai  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  ealitled  "An  act  proTiding  for  tbe  fioal 
adjuitmeat  of  clalnu  to  lands,  aad  for  the  sale  of 
tbe  public  lands  in  the  Territories  of  Orleans 
and  Loaisiana ;"  in  which  ihef  desire  the  eon- 
ounenee  of  tbe  Senate. 

OCCUPATION  OF  WEST  FLORIDA. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideratioo  of  the 
bill  extending  the  laws  now  in  force  in  Orleans 
Territory  to  the  Perdido,  Sk.. 

Mr.  PicEERrnQ  commenced  a  speech,  in  which 
he  proceeded  about  en  hour;  when  be  read,  as 
an  evidence  in  sapport  of  bis  argument  against 
tbe  title  of  the  United  States  to  Louisiana  or 
Florida  between  t^e  Mississippi  and  Perdido,  a 
letter  from  Charles  Maurice  Talleyraod,  the 
French  Minister  for  Foreign  Afikirs,  dated  2Ist 
December,  180^  lo  Qeneraf  Armstrong,  our  Min- 
ister at  Paris, on  tbe  sabject  of  certain  overtures 
wbicb  bad  been  made  by  our  Ministers  in  Spain 
for  tbe  aid  of  France  in  prucurioK  a  cession  to 
the  United  States  of  one  or  botb  Flocidai,    Tbe 

Surport  of  Talleyrand's  letter  appeared  to  be  a 
eniai  thai  the  United  Slates  had  acquired,  by 
the  treatf  of  1803,  any  title  to  Louisiana  east  of 
the  Mississippi,  or  some  statement  to  that  effect. 
When  Mr,  P.  bad  concluded  the  reading^f 
this  letter— 

Mr.  SuiTB,  of  Maryland,  said  he  wished  to 
inquire  whether  tbe  paper,  which  the  gentleman 
bad  just  read,  bad  ever  been  publicly  communi- 
eiled  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  PicKJSRina  said  it  had  been  communicated, 

not  indeed  as  a  public  paper,  but  for  what  reason 

bad  it  been  communicated  eon6dentially  ?    Be- 

llttlCozi.  3dS£SS.— 3 


eaoee,  by  a  publication  of  it  at  the  tine,  iojary 
might  have  been  done  to  our  Ministers  or  onr 
affairs  abroad.  There  was,  however,  now  no 
reason  why  the  whole  truth  should  not  be  known. 
They  were  about  taking  a  step  whieb  was  ooa 
of  peace  or  war,  and  it  was  importantthat every- 
thing in  relation  to  tbe  subject  sbonld  be  dis- 

Mr.  SMiTBsaid  that  whenever  papers  were  eon- 
muuicated  to  ibe  Senate  conGdentially,  before 
they  could  be  read  publicly  in  this  body  or  vaj 
other,  it  was  necessary  that  the  permission  of  the 
Senate  should  be  obtained;  which  no  doubt  if 
asked  in  this  case  would  have  been  granted.  Bat 
if  this  proceeding  were  permitted  to  pass  uooo- 
liced]  any  individual  mient  have  the  power  to  do 
the  greatest  injury  to  the  nation,  as  bis  bumor 
might  move  bim.  He  apprehended  the  proceed- 
ing was  wrong;  bnt  gentlemen  older  in  the  Sea- 
ate  than  he  was  could  perhaps  belter  decide. 

On  tbe  suggestion  of  a  member  tbe  galleries 
were  cleared.  Tbe  Senate  sat  wiin  closed  doors 
for  ao  hour.  WJien  ihey  were  again  opened,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Anderson,  tbe  further  considet- 
Aiioo  of  the  bill  last  mentioned  was  postpoDBd. 

Mr.  Clat  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  lies  on  the  table  of  oourse : 


iojunclioo  of  secrecy,  which  papaiahad  bean  confldeo- 
tisllj  commanicated  to  the  Senate  by  the  Praident  of 
the  United  States,  w**  a  palpitila  violatioa  of  tbe  rale* 
of  this  body. 
The  Senate  then  Rdjonrned  lo  Wednesday. 

WBDHEsnAT,  January  2, 1811. 

Andrew  Oaeao,  from  the  Stale  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, took  bis  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  Phesideht  laid  before  the  Senate  the  re- 
port of  tbe  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury,  made  in 
conformity  witb  the  acts  of  March  26,  ISU,  and 
March  3,  1805,  of  rejected  claims  made  by  the 
Commissioners  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
amining the  claims  of  persons  claiming  lands  in 
the  district  of  Kaskaskia;  and  the  report  wa* 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  foi  consideration. 

On  motioD,  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  it  was  agreed  to 
suspend  the  order  of  tbe  dav  for  the  purpose  of 
coDstdering  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  an 
additional  approjiriation  to  supply  the  deficiency 
ia  the  appropriation  for  the  relief  and  proteclioii 
of  distressed  American  seamen  during  tbe  year 
1810 ;"  and  tbe  bill  was  read  and  considered  as  in 
Commitiee  of  the  Whole,  and  passed  to  the  third 

Mr.  Dana  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  brin|[in 
a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  seamen  of  tbe  United 
States;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  sec- 

The  Prbbideiit  cammuoioated  tha  report  of 
the  Secretary  for  tbe  Department  of  War,  made 
in  obedience  to  (be  first  section  of  tbe  act  "  fur- 
ther to  amend  tbe  several  acU  for  the  caUbliab* 
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menl  of  the  TreaaUTf,  War,  and  ffavj  Depari- 
neats."  passed  (be  3d  day  of  March,  1809;  wbicli 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideralion. 

The  bill  brought  up  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
■eniaiiTes  for  concurrenc?,  entitled  "An  act  pro- 
Tiding  for  the  final  adiustmeDt  of  claima  to 
laodt,  and  for  the  rale  of  the  public  lands  in  the 


s  of  Orleans  and  Louisii 


"  was  read, 


Tne  bill  aotborizin^  the  sate  and  grant  of  a 
certain  qQanitt)r  of  public  land  to  the  Chesapeake 
and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  was  reed  the 

QUESTION  OP  ORDER. 
Mr.  Clay  called  up  the  motion  made  the  31«t 
of  December,  on  the  subject  of  order;  and, 


Saohed,  That  Timothj  Pickering,  ■  Senator  from 
the  State  of  Msuachusetts,  having,  on  this  day,  whilst 
the  Senate  trsa  in  lession  irilb  open  doon,  read  from 
his  place  certain  docnnienta  confidenliatlj  communica- 
ted by  the  Presideot  of  the  United  Sutes  to  the  Sen- 
ate, the  injunction  of  aocrecj  not  btTing  been  re- 
moved,  hs«,  in  so  doing,  committed  ■  palpable  *id«- 
lion  of  the  rales  of  tbiqbodj. 

Mr.  Clat  said  he  wished  il  was  eoueislenl  with 
ha  duty  to  forbear  pressing  it ;  but  from  the  best 
consideration  be  could  give  the  subject,  he  was 
obliged  to  ask  a  decision  on  it.  With  respect  to 
the  act  having  been  a  violation  of  the  rule,  there 
-could  be  but  one  opinioa.  The  rule  seemed  to 
have  been  made  for  the  precise  accssion.  If  the 
Senate  did  nut  express  their  disapprobation,  it 
would  be  inferred  from  their  silence  that  they  had 

S'ven  their  approbation,  of  the  eenileman's  con- 
ict;  and  any  individual  would  hereafter,  if  in- 
clined, follow  his  example  without  hesitaiion. 
Again— if  the  President  could  not  have  some  de- 
gree of  security  that  the  documents  confidentially 
oommuaicated  to  Congress,  and  on  the  preserving 
which  in  confidence  perhaps  the  safety  of  the 
nation  depended,  would  not  be  discloaed ;  must 
not  all  reliance  on  the  Senate  beloitl  These 
considerations  induced  him  to  press  a  decision. 

Mr.  Lloyd  said  he  had  been  in  hopes  that  the 
reaolution  would  hare  been  withdrawn,  as  it  was 
admitted  that  the  facts  disclosed  were  of  no  great 
consequence,  as  indeed  they  had  been  already  cir- 
culated in  the  newspapers,  and  their  disclosure 
could  prove  of  no  detriment  to  the  public  setvice. 
However  much  eenilemen  wished  to  show  their 
respect  for  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  he  had  hoped 
that  the  resaluiion  would  have  been  withdrawn ; 
and  that  the  Senate  would  not  have  paused  a  cen- 
aare  of  this  sort  on  so  slight  an  offence  as  this,  if 
it  bean  offence  at  all.  He  therefore  mored  to 
postpone  the  resolution. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  lost— yeas  9. 

Mr.  Dana  apprehended  the  true  question  in 
this  case  to  be,  what  coarse  it  became  the  Sen- 
ate of  (he  United  States  to  adopt. 

The  resoloiion,  then,  in  the  first  place,  propo- 
aing  to  establish  an  important  precedent  as  to  the 
propriety  of  proceeding,  shourd  he  strictly  Bccu- 
nie;  and  if  they  were  to  give  a  rule,  which  was 


to  be  to  members  a  monitor  of  their  duly,  and  to 
the  House  a  guardian  of  its  boon-and  dignity,  (he 
whole  case  snould  be  accurately  stated. 

My  objeelioa  (o  (he  reaoluUoo  (nid  Mr.  D.). 
is,  that  It  does  not  present  the  circumstances 
which  led  to  the  result,  ai  (hey  occurred,  and 
which  ought  to  be  taken  into  aceoant  in  giving 
itCiair  estimate.  I  ask  the  question,  whether 
it  be  possible  for  the  members  of  the  Senate,  eon- 
siitentty  with  any  principle  of  justice,  fairness, 
and  public  decorum,  (o  past  this  resolution  1  Oa 
this  ground  I  submit  myself  with  confidence  to 
the  Senate ;  not  that  I  object  to  i»  phraseology 
merely,  but  that  the  conduct  of  the  grentlemaa 
fromMassachusetls,comparedwiih  that  of  others, 
whether  strictly  regular  or  not,  was  not  more  ex- 
ceptionable than  tneir*.  What  we  have  acqui- 
esced in  when  done  by  others,  should  be  tolerated 
in  him. 

When  the  bill  relative  to  juriidiction  eastward 
of  (he  Mississippi  to  the  Perdido  waa  first  under 
discussion,  sir,  if  I  do  not  mistake,  more  than  a 
week  since,  a  genitemao  from  Vermont,  one  of 
the  eommiitee  that  reported  the  bill,  went  into  a 
consideration  of  what  nad  passed  when  the  Lou- 
isiana convention  was  be&>re  the  Senate  for  rat- 
ification, and  into  a  statement  of  (be  correspoo- 
dence  of  (he  Ministers  of  the  United  S(a(es,  wKich 
was  officially  communicated  by  the  PreaidenI  of 
the  United  States  to  the  Senate,  and  undertook 
to  state  what  he  recollected  to  hare  been  stated 
by  them  ai  to  the  representations  of  the  French 
Minister.  I  did  understand  an  honorable  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  to  state  this  as  one  of  the 
reasons  why  the  hill  should  he  passed  ;  and  this 
too  without  any  question  whatever.  Afterwards, 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  rose  to  state 
what  was  his  apprehension  ;  and  said  that  he  did 
not  understand  our  Ministers  to  have  stated  that 
the  French  Qovernmeni  so  lepre'tented  the  thing, 
and  referred  to  a  letter,  (be  effect  of  which,  he 
told  the  Senate,  was  such  at  the  time  it  was  re- 
ceived, as  to  hare  produced  a  perfect  silence  ia 
the  Senate  on  the  subjeclof  the  claim  of  iheUni- 
ted  States.  This  all  took  place  about  a  week 
»nce,and  thequestioQiras  really  aqnestion  respect- 
ing fact.  Although  no  member  could  entertain  the 
opinion  that  it  was  the  intention  of  any  gentlemen 
to  represent  the  facts  inaccurately,  yet,  (bat  facta 
might  be  stated  with  precision,  the  very  document 
referred  to  by  (he  gentleman  was  read,  without 
anything  bearing  the  resemblance  of  surprise,  and 
without  anything  like  an  intention  to  take  advan- 
tage of  The  House.  If  I  understood  the  letter,  it 
was  one  calculated  very  powerfully  to  attract  the 
attention  of  the  House.  It  had  been  partly  read 
and  commented  on  ;  and  after  having  thus  read 
the  remarks  of  Messrs  Monroe  and  Livingston  on 
the  treaty  respecting  Louisiana,  the  geutlemau 
next  came  to  (he  letter  of  Mr.  talleyrand,  and 
prefseed  it  by  an  account  of  an  application  by 
our  Ministers  to  the  French  Qovernment  for  their 
aid  with  the  Court  of  Spain  on  this  subject.  After 
•omeobservatiocsof  this  kind,  the  gentleman  took 
up  the  Tolume  of  coTrespondenc&  gave  the  date 
or  the  paper  and  its  address,  ana,  after  hBTiD|[ 
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done  so,  rnkde  «  conameni  which  muit  have  called 
the  Bltention  of  gtal\emta  of  ih^  Senate,  wfao 
Iiad  not,  ii  least,  within  a  few  yean  past,  tieard 
the  ^eDtleman  from  Haasachusetla  exprcaa  an 
optnioD  more  faTorabU  to  the  French  Qorern- 
mcnt.  After  which  be  read  the  Jetier — and  a& 
inqQiiy  was  then  made,  whether  it  was  confidaii' 

Now,  I  aak,  «ir,  is  it  the  itatlag  of  the  ipeciGe 
words  of  a  eommouieation,  or  staling  ibe  sense 
«Bd  import  of  it,  which  constitaies  a  vialation  of 
any  injonetion  of  seerecy.  I  ask  the  qaettion, 
not  bee  Base  gentlemen  can  donbl  much  on  the 
■abject — the  snbstance  is  nndoubtedlf  all  that  is 
material.  What  was  the  date  of  the  letter  t;i  not 
of  ms  much  eonseqaence  as  to  whom  it  was  ad- 
dressed, from  whom  it  came,  and  what  it  con- 
tained. If  I  do  not  mistake,  air,  there  was  some 
other  «llusion  to  the  subject ;  the  discussion  had 
l^oneon  without  being  checked,  till,  unfortunaiely 
It  seema  for  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  the 
freotlemu  from  Massaehusetls,  instead  of  trusting 
to  memory,  and  espaaiog  himself  and  tbe  Senate 
to  error,  undertook  to  state  what  were  the  rery 

If  it  be  proper,  sir,  for  the  Senate  to  tolerate 
debate  on  a  fact,  which  fact  depends  on  diplo- 
matic commnniealions,  it  is  proper  to  ascertain 
tbe  fact  which  was  alluded  to.  Oenilemen  may 
state  tbe  question  aa  atrongly  as  they  please— It 
is  not  whether  the  proceeding  was  atricily  rego- 
lar  or  irregalar— but  I  contend  that,  if  the  gen- 
tleman from  Masaacbuselis  has  offended,  he  was 
not  the  first.  Some  of  tba  other  members  set  the 
example.  It  was  acquiesced  Id  by  the  whole 
Senate ;  I  will  not  say  irom  ignoranee,  certainly 
sot  from  iDatlentioD.  I  refer  it  to  tbe  Senate, 
therefore,  aa  the  matter  has  gone  on  without  any 
intention  to  gain  advantage  or  design  to  take  any 
one  by  surprise^  but  with  a  »iew  to  attaiu  accu- 
racy, whether  it  can  become  tbia  body  to  pro- 
nounce censure  on  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Gentlemen,  sir,  may  say  whatever  they  eboose 
about  the  importance  of  the  power  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  lock  our  lips  in  eternal  silence  ;  but  I  do 
not  acknowledge  the  authority  of  any  mortal  to 
bind  us  to  such  secrecy  without  our  assent.  All 
the  President  can  properly  do  is  to  refer  (o  us  as 
men  of  discernment,  aa  men  worthy  of  the  pofa- 
lic  conBdenoe,  as  men  of  honorable  priociplea, 
capable  of  judging  on  public  coneerna,  to  judge 
of  tbe  propriety  of  acung  confidentially  on  any 
subject.  Shall  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 
air,  adopt  a  rule  to  authorize  Ibe  Piesidenl  tosay, 
that  we  are  nnworlhy  to  judge  whether  a  matter 
oUBht  to  be  kept  secret  or  not  1  The  Senate  is  a 
body  of  men  selected  in  a  manner  to  hold  them 
foriQ  as  worthy  of  confidence ;  and  I  had  really 
thought  that  such  a  body  of  men  might  be  trusted, 
wicbont  tbe  passage  of  such  a  resolution,  to  show 
a  proper  respect  to  the  Btecutire  Magistrate, 

no  one  gentleman,  however  sensitive  he  might 
be  as  to  what  wonld  urnish  the  lustre  of  the  Sen- 
atorial character,  thought  the  proceeding  impro- 
I   perindiscnstiiigthesQEiiaiiceofthoaedocaiaents 


called  confidential.  Abont  the  expiration  of  a 
week  thereafter,  when  resort  is  bad  to  the  accu- 
racy of  written  communication  instead  of  the  un- 
certainty  of  recollection,  then  the  offence  com- 
mences. It  consisted  not  in  disclosing  the  matter 
itself  hut  in  testing  its  accuracy.  Ought  that  to 
be  deemed  an  ofience,  which  was  merely  telling 
the  truth,  guarding  against  iaaccuraey,  provi- 


PerhapB,  sir,  onr  general  rules  of  praceediog 
Hrenot  sufficiently  exact.  Instead  of  deciding  on 
(his  resolution,  perhepa  we  ought  to  refer  it  to  a 
committee  for  examining  our  rules  and  amend- 


atr  participated  in  the  coarse  of  proceeding  bjr 

Sneral  BC<}Diescence.  I  have  couatenanced  the 
tug  in  this  manner,  and  were  1  now  to  accuatt 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  I  ahould  act 
a*  a  man  who  himself  practises  with  impunity 
that  for  which  be  would  punish  another. 

I  am  not,  sir,  for  a  moment  to  suspect  that  auf 
parlienlar  disrespect  to  tbe  gentleman  from  Mas- 
aaebusetts  has  given  rise  to  this  motion;  but  I 
submit  for  consideration,  whether  ic  would  not 
be  more  consistent  with  that  justice  which  w« 
ourselves  would  have  established  to  mete  to  the 
ffenileman  from  Massachusetts  as  we  should  wish 
11  to  be  meted  unto  as.  If  other  ([entlemen  can 
say  that  they  have^  on  this  occaeion,  been  com- 
pletely blameless;  if  you  yourself,  Mr.  President, 
could  say  so,  not  having  arrested  the  gentleman's 
progress  in  reading  these  docimenis;  let  thoss 
who  are  without  fault,  and  none  other,  give  thia 
resolution  their  support. 

But  if,  in  this  case,  there  has  been  a  general 
acquiescence  in  the  practice  of  referrittg  to  Up- 
lomatic  iransactjona,  which  have  been  past  for 
years ;  if,  from  a  Senatorial  couriesv,  or  tne  exer- 
ciae  of  a  liberal  indulgence  iDwards  each  other 
in  the  coutae  of  debate,  an  unanimous  consent 
has  been  fairly  understood  for  introducing  the 
evidence  of  diplomatic  correapondence  in  the 
public  diaouasion  of  the  particular  bill  before  the 
Senate;  or,  if  in  tbia  respect  we  have  not  main- 
tained the  strict  regularity  which  we  might  think 
proper  in  the  ahairact  in  preparing  a  body  of 
rules  for  suob  fallible  beings  as  ourselves;  will 
the  recollection  of  our  own  proceedings  permit 
us  to  adopt  such  a  resolution  aa  ia  now  proposed  7 
If  by  our  conduct,  in  relation  to  the  particnlat 


from  Massac bu set ti,  how  does  it  become  ns  to 
adjudge  bim?  On  reflection,  if  it  be  thought 
that  we  all  have  been  not  sufficiently  attentive  to 
rule  during  the  discussion  of  a  bill  peculiarly  in- 
teresting, let  ua  admit  tbe  infirmity  of  our  cotn- 
mon  nature,  aod  dismi^a  the  resolution,  as  we 
know  within  ourselves,  and  feel,  that  to  err  I> 

Mr.  Shitb,  of  Marvland,  said  that  the  Senate 
must  doabiless  have  been  much  gratified  at  tba 
lecture  it  had  received  from  so  young  a  memberj 
at  being  told  by  tbe  gentleman  from  CoDoectieat 
(Mr.  Dama)  that  it  was  a  common  custom  to 
disclose  measagea  of  a  lecret  oature,  and  there* 
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fore  juatifiabls.  Mr.  8.  said  b«  meant  to  take 
BO  part  ID  this  diMoasion,  but  he  felt  himseir 
called  npoD  lo  »f  that  Dothioff  fell  from  bim 
that  bad  ibe  most  disraat  allusioo  to  the  docu- 
menii  read,  (by  Mr.  Pickehino.]  He  would  aay 
furiher,  ibai  ihose  docunieais  had  not  tieeo  with- 
ia  bis  recollection,  and  tberefure  the  geatleoiaD 
from  Coonecticui  munt  go  further  for  nil  pcoofi 
than  to  him.  Alluiion  had  alto  been  made  by 
the  gentlemaa  io  order  to  subsiaDllale  hia  argu- 
meDi.'to  the  gcollemaD  from  Vermont.  In  tnit 
■lluaion,  alao,  in  the  opiaioa  of  Mr.  8.,  the  gea- 
tleman  wai  ioacaurate. 

But  the  Senate  had  been,  told  that  their  rule 
vas  very  improper.  Eren  thai  wat  not  now  a 
^WElion  fur  consideration.  So  long  t«  th«  rule 
existed,  it  oaghi  Co  he  adhered  to.  The  gemle- 
nao  had  boasted  of  bie  independence,  and  de- 
clared, whatever  the  President  might  ny,  be 
would  eierciae  hit  judgment  whether  he  woald 
nveal  ii  or  not. 

Mr.  Dana  explained.  Did  I,  said  he,  aa  an  in- 
dfvidn^  lay  that  I  voald  oommnnicate  coofi- 
deniial  matters  wiihont  cheleareof  the  Senate? 
I  eeriaialjr  was  misapprehended.  I  say  that  ibis 
bodj  is  (he  judge  of  what  is  proper  to  be  kepi  in 
confidence.  It  was  not  for  me  to  say  what  has 
been  the  usage  before ;  but,  a«  a  witness  of  what 
had  passed  under  my  own  eye,  whaterer  be  the 
cUrersiiy  of  years  between  myself  and  others, 
bowerer  yoang  E  am  in  the  Senate,  I  had  a  right 
U  least  to  appjy  the  eiernal  principles  of  justice, 
and  to  say,  let  him  that  is  without  sin  throw  the 
first  stone. 

Hr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  continued.  I  know 
very  well,  sir,  said  he.  that  I  am  myself  so  unfor- 
tunate, in  the  warmtb  of  debate,  as  to  be  misap- 
pieheoded  by  others;  bui,  surely,  the  gentleman 
could  not  have  been  misapprehended  in  this  ease. 
There  was  no  occasion  for  him  Io  say  that  the 
Senate  could  take  off  the  injunciion  of  secrecy. 
Brary  member  was  convinced  of  that. 

Mr.  Dana  said,  in  ezplanaiidn,  that  the  mover 
of  the  resalalioo  bad  gone  into  some  argument 
on  the  general  qoescioa;  and  when  the  genile- 
Bnn  thought  proper  to  do  so,  it  seemed  but  a 
d/eeeni  respecl  lo  allude  to  his  argument. 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  resumed.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  whatever,  air,  that  there  are  certain 
thing*  of  a  confidential  nature  which  are  ez- 
ttcmeljr  adTaniageous  to  ns  in  making  op  our 
opinions;  and  ihal  the  President,  when  he  com* 
nnaieates  aoch  things,  acts  with  a  strong  reli- 
nnee  on  the  hooor  of  tboM  to  whom  he  comma- 
DicBles,  and  with  a  strong  impression  that  no 
nan  will  feel  at  liberty  to  divulge  any  part  of  it. 
If  we  depart  from  our  usual  line  of  conduct  in 
this  respect,  it  cannot  be  cipeoted  that  ibe  Presi- 
dent will  bereafYer  place  »o  much  reliance  on  ns 
«s  to  giveuscoofideniial  communications  on  i 
anbjeet.  We  have,  indeed,  latterly  received 
confidential  commnnicaTions;  not  that  it  ever 
happened  in  this  Honse  before  thai  aoythiaff  of 
ft  eonSdential  nature  was  made  public.  My  chief 
object  En  rising,  however,  was  to  state  that  when 
I  apoke  on  the  sobject  on  k  former  oeeaaion, 


said  I  wovld  not  give  ray  consent  to  call  on  the 
Executive  for  papers  to  substantiate  a  title  wbicb 
we  have  already  substantiated  by  law. 

Mr.  Dana  said,  that  as  to  the  gendeinna'a  allu- 
sion to  the  eonfideniial  papers,  he  had  not  ex- 
pressed  himself  with  decision.  The  gentleman't 
remarks,  however,  had  left  a  faint  trace  of  thai 
kind  on  his  mind. 

Mr.  8kit8,  of  Maryland,  said  it  waa  a  tot 
nnfortunate  trace.  He  had  been  already  suffi- 
ciently slandered  in  ihe  Bevspa|i«ri  of  the  co(w 
try;  and  the  gentleman's  idea  going  into  ih«  pub- 
lic prists,  his  name  woald  be  traduced  in  ihe 
Federal  prints  from  one  end  of  the  contitient  Is 
the  other,  from  the  geoileoiaa's ^amt  (race. 

Mr.  Bhbkt  said,  from  the  remarks  which  had 
been  made  by  the  gentlemen  from  Conneetient, 
it  was  indispensably  ntcosarjr  that  this  resola- 
tion  should  be  adopted.  If  it  was  a  conmOB 
practice  to  divulge  secret  proceedings,  it  wai 
necessary  to  pat  a  slop  to  a  course  so  dissraee- 
ful  and  ruinous  to  the  couairy.  The  genilemaB 
bad  wished  that  ha  who  was  innocent  (^  it  sboati 
cast  the  first  stone. 

Mr.  D.1NA  said,  be  only  alluded  lo  the  Iransae- 
tion  which  was  now  the  subject  ot  debate. 

Mr.  Bhent  observed,  kc  bad  ihen  nisappre- 
hendcd  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  PoFB  said,  that  not  having  bad  it  in  hi* 
power  10  Bliecd  the  Senate  since  Friday,  and 
some  observations  having  been  made,  calcnlaied 
(0  prodnce  an  impression  that  he  had  alluded  to 
the  eoDfidential  documenis,  he  thought  it  due  to 
himself  to  state  ibat  be  did  not  beKire  know  itf 
the  existence  of  such  documents,  as  they  had 
been  eommonicated  long  before  ne  had  a  seal 

Mr.  FxANKLiH  said  there  could  be  no  doabt 
that  the  cooduclof  the  geoileman  from  Maua* 
cbusetts  was  in  violation  of  the  rule  of  the  Sen- 
ate. Liet  it  be  recollected,  said  be,  that  in  the 
commenoement  of  the  session,  two  resolutions 
were  offered  to  the  Senate  calling  upon  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Slates  for  information  as  to 
the  claim  of  the  United  Stale*  to  the  territory  it 
question..  They  were  thought  improper,  and  the 
Senate  refused  to  call  for  the  inrormaiion.  What 
has  be«i  the  course  of  this  business  1  After  the 
Senate  had  expressed  this  opinion,  a  genil«man 
rises  and  reads  precisely  the  docnments  vrhieb 
the  Senate  had  refased  to  call  for,  and  eompd* 
us,  notwithstanding  our  own  decision,  la  hew 
those  papers  read.  1  ahonld  be  sorry  to  believe 
that  the  gentleman  did  it  inteaEionally ;  hut  as 
respects  l^e  rule  laid  down  for  Ihe  governmeBt 
of  the  Senate,  it  is  a  palpable  violation  of  iu 
All  things  in  the  nature  of  treslies,  &c.,  come  to 
us  confldeoliallf,  and  so  remain  until  the  iojunc- 
tioQ  of  secrecy  is  taken  oS.  If  a  geotleman  sees 
proper  lo  rise  and  read  those  communicationa, 
does  he  not  iacar  the  respoasibility  aiiached  to 
Ibe  violation  of  tbosa  rules,  and  may  he  not  do 
infinite  mischief?  When  instructions  were  sent 
forward  to  acquire,  by  purchase,  so  mach  terri- 
lory  as  should  secure  to  as  the  right  of  deposits 
at  New  OileiDt,  to  tbe  aurpriat  of  every  one,  the 
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BWATI. 


'Whole conn trf  wacaeqaired.    We, 
Territory,  aod  have  gone  on  to  legislate  on  tbi 

ImrckaM.  We  bsfc  set  up  a  claim  and  eaub- 
ished  it;  but,  upon  the  repreteaiatioQ  of  ihe 
Spaniih  QoTerDinenl,  hkve  forborne  nntil  now 


to  pccupy  Ibe  TerritoTr.  Thii  sttte  of  thinn 
wai  kept  in  view  bv  the  Prcaident.  The  people 
of  Florida  haTiDf  denied  tbe  authority  of  Spain, 


«nd  setupaclairaof  iheirown.theUaited  Suiei 
sav,  tbey  will  now  enforce  their  elaim,  subjeel  to 
a  fuinre  negotiation  with  Spain,  if  Rbe  thonld  be 
in  a  situation  te  renew  her  claim.  While  this  is 
pending,  an  Bxpcuiive  record  of  tii  years  slaDd- 
ing  is  read  ;  and  it  ii  imponiUe  that  eren  tbe 
President  of  the  Benale  codM  aay  that  the  gen- 
tlemBD  was  reading  papen  cooflJeatiRlly  com- 
niunieated.  No  man,  from  RKmory,  could  have 
stopped  the  genileman  in  tbe  eommencement  of 
the  reading.  Tbe  Senate,  tfier  laying  down 
mlea  for  its  goveniment,  oagbi  to  see  that  they 
were  obser»efl. 

Mr.  Shitb,  of  Harylaod,  nid  that  baring 
been  interrnpted  by  the  genileman  from  Connee- 
ticDl,  he  bad  forgotten  one  thin^  be  intended  to 
notice.  He  now  rme  to  apologise  for  what  the 
gentleman  had  termed  negtigeaee.  The  gentle- 
man staled,  said  Mr.  S.,  that  the  Biember  lirom 
Manaehttsetta  had  read  one  docBiBent.  and  de- 
■elared  bis  iDteniion  to  read  anoiher;  aoil  yet  that 
the  aensiiive  feehngi  of  no  gentleman  had  io- 
idnced  him  to  check  bim.  When  the  leadins  of 
the  papen  was  first  began,  air,  I  doubted  vhether 
they  were  or  were  noi  confideniial  papers.  After 
the  letter  of  Hr.  Talleyrand  was  read  [farongh,  I 
thougbt  they  were  confideotial  papers,  but  I  was 
Bot  certain.  I  applied  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  to  know  whether  they  were  or  were  not. 
On  being  informed  of  tbe  fact,  I  immediately,  as 
I  deemea  >l  proper,  stated  it  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Ci^Y  wished  to  be  allowed  to  Ireapasc  on 
the  attention  of  tbe  Senate  one  moment  in  reply 
to  some  remarks  not  before  noticed.  If  indeed 
there  bad  been  tneb  repealed  viotationa  of  the 
rale,  and  eren  within  one  week,  that  the  gentle- 
man waa  to  lose  the  responsibility  of  it  in  conse- 
qnenee  of  its  frequency,  it  seemed  the  more 
necessary  to  revert  to  Ibe  original  rules  and  gi 


1  the  force  which  they  had  loat.  If  any 
gentleman  feels  at  liberty  to  discloee  at  will 
Bxectitive  eommai 


i  pledge  that 
my  more  regard  to  them.  Tbe  seniletnao  from 
ConnedicDt,  if  I  mistake  not,  baa  told  ui,  sir. 
that  the  secrecy  imposed  by  eommanieations  in 
confidence  depends  on  the  individual  honor  of 
each  member — [Mr.  Daka  <aid,  be  had  said  it 
depended  on  the  honor  of  tbe  members  as  com- 
posing this  body.]  Mr.  C.  continued.  I  did 
not  mean  to  impute  to  the  gentleman  an  opinion 
that  each  member  was  at  liberiT  to  disclose 
mattete  eommunicBted  confidentially,  bat  I  did 
understand  him  that  tbe  honor  of  tbe  individaal 
member*  was  a  snScient  pledge  that  they  will 
not  discloee  that  which  is  communicated  in  con- 
fidence. It  fs  not  airaply  on  that  bond,  forcible 
«a  it  enght  to  ba,  that  the  PrcsideBt-  ovght  to 


have  entire  reliaace  that  bis  communication* 
will  not  be  divniged ;  but,  in  my  mind,  on  a  solenm 
compact  between  the  President  and  Senate,  which 
ought  to  be  inviolable.  The  following  is  the 
rule  in  relation  to  this  snbject:  "Atl  confidential 
'  communications  made  by  tbe  President  oftha 
'  United  Stales  tothe  Senate,  shall,  by  the  mem- 
'  bers  thereof,  be  kept  inviolably  secret;  and  all 
'  the  treaties  which  may  hereafter  be  laid  before 
'  tbe  Senate  shell  also  be  kept  secret  until  the 
'  Senate  shall  by  their  resolution  take  off  the  in- 
'  janciiob  of  secrecy."  Relyingwith  confidence 
on  the  hoooi  of  the  body  and  tbe  rule  before  me 
which  promises  secrecy,  could  tbe  President  an- 
ticipate the  unpleasant  event  of  a  disclosure  of 
confidential  papers,  not  only  contrary  to  his  wish, 
bat  to  the  will  of  the  Senate,  and  to  oar  rules? 
Will  the  gentleman  from  Connectient  cotiteod 
that  a  casual  incidental  reference,  in  the  ConrM 
of  a  detail  of  circumstances,  to  communi  cations 
of  this  kind,  is  to  be  compared  to  the  deliberate 
set  of  taking  a  file  of  papers,  nofotdiog  tbem, 
reading  paper  after  paper,  and  commenting  on 
its  language  1  Surely  there  is  all  poisifale  dif- 
ference between  tbe  character  of  lue  two  acts. 
I  certainly,  sir,  do  not  recollect  all  the  cireura- 
stances  detailed  by  tbe  gentleman  from  Vermont- 
He  went  into  a  particuhr  detail  of  circumstances 
attending  tbe  acquisition  of  Louisiana,  and  po»- 
siUy,  though  I  do  not  recollect  it,  ne  might 
have  glanced  incidentally  at  these  pa  tiers.  When 
these  communicaiions  were  made  I  waa  not  n 
member,  and  till  the  day  before  yesterday  did  not 
know  that  they  were  communicated  confiden- 
tially. Every  view  requires  of  uis  in  JQstice  to 
the  character  of  the  Benaie,  to  anord  a  pledge 
that  CDnBdenlial  commanica lions  hereafter  mam 
sball  not  be  indiscreetly  disclosed. 
Mr,  ANDsnaON  said  ne  should  hare  said  noth- 
ig  on  this  subject  but  for  the  ground  taken  by 


the  honorable  eenttemin  from  Conneciicut  as  n 
justification  of  the  conduct  of  the  eeotleman 
from  Massachusetts.    I  did  not  (aaia  Mr.  A.) 


andersund  any  gentleman  to  say  anything  i* 
debate  relating,  as  I  conceived,  to  confidential 
coramUoicaiioTii;  but  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Connecticut  has  taken  that  as  a  ground  of 
defence.  The  genileman  seems  desirous  that  vr* 
shonld  suffer  the  resolution  to  be  withdrawn,  and 
pass  a  censure  on  the  Senate  for  having  saSered 
It  to  go  OD,*because  the  presumption  is.  not  hav- 
ing been  sooner  called  to  order,  that  tne  gentle- 
man was  not  out  of  order.    But  will  it  be  ta^ 


this  subject  two  resolutions  had  been  offered  to 
the  House  and  disagreed  to  by  large  majorities. 
Although  I  waa  a  member  of  the  Senate  when 
tbe  documeais  were  coramuoicated,  and  for  many 
years  since,  I  could  not  at  once  recollect  when 
or  how  they  were  commonicated.  The  g^tle* 
man  did  not  say  they  were  confidential.  When 
he  was  asked,  are  they  confidential— witboot 
looking  at  the  endorsement  or  anythinc,  he  an- 
BwereJ  that  they  were  coaSdential.  Is  thert 
Mtweea  this  deliberate  petuin 
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QuWion  of  Order. 


J±iaiA»T,l8ll, 


and  Tigue  Bllogiani  lo  tbem?    Ceruioly  not.    I 
hope  ihe  resalutioQ  will  p^si. 

Mr.  Tatlob  said  he  wai  already  fully  sensible 
of  the  disadTBDtages  under  wbicb  a  new  membet 
labors  in  a  l«gislaiire  body;  but  if  be  bad  totally 
forgoilEQ  ihem,  he  should  nare  been  remiaded  of 
them  [0-day.  But  if  ibe  siluatioo  have  its  dis- 
advBDiaees  it  has  also  ita  advantages.  I  was 
not  (Eaid  Mr.  T.)  a  witaeas  of  the  previous  ab- 
erratioDS  from  order,  and,  therefore,  this  simple 
question  is  before  nte;  Was  the  grntleoiBO  from 
UasBBchuietts  guilty  of  a  breach  of  orderj  and  is 
he,  therefore,  amenable  to  the  Senate?  Aod  I 
should  not  DOW  rise  but  that  tbe  course  of  debate 

Snicularly  introduced  by  the  gentleman  from 
jnnecticut  appears  to  have  led  the  Senate  from 
ihe  issue  in  fact  which  was  tendered  by  (he  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  himself.  The  justi- 
fication of  the  genileman  is  still  almost  vibrating 
in  the  run  of  ine  Senate — it  has  gone  abroad— 1 
have  seen  it  already  in  print.  He  did  not  justify 
Ihe  perusal  on  the  ground  that  the  subject  bad 
been  touched  upon  ny  other  gentlemen  of  tbe 
Senate,  but  because  it  was  a  great  question — a 
question  of  war  Dt  peace;and  hetooklheground. 
1  preanme,  of  a  right  to  judge,  in  his  individual 
capacity,  of  the  proprieiy  of  divulging  or  not 
<liTuleiag  [his  matter,  the  disclosute  of  which  is 
forbidden  by  the  rules  of  the  Senate.  That  ap- 
peared lo  me  (□  be  the  issue  tendered  by  the  gen- 
tleman  himself.  Tbe  rule  having  been  read  to 
me,  and  tbe  gentleman  having  justified  his  de- 
parture from  it  on  the  ground  of  tbe  importance 
of  Ihe  subject,  J  have  nothing  lo  do  but  decide 
irheiher  we  shall  at  once,  by  sufferins  the  trans- 
action to  pass  unnoticed,  do  away  all  that  confi- 
dence which  ought  to  subsist  between  the  differ' 
enthranches  of  ine  Government.  I  cannot  under 
these  circomsiaaees  but  give  tbe  resolution  my 
decided  affirmative. 

Mr.  PiozEHiHa. — Mr.  President,  when  I  came 
to  tbe  Senate  ibis  morning.  1  did  not  know  that 
any  gentleman  would  speak  either  for  tke  pur- 
pose of  postponing  a  decision  on  the  question 
BOW  under  consideration,  or  of  explaining  it;  or 
take  any  ground  for  my  vindication.  All  that 
has  been  said  with  these  views  was  wiihoni  my 
previous  knowledge.  The  gentleman  from  Con- 
necticut (Mr.  Dana)  has  taken  tbe  ground  on 
vbich  1  meant  to  rest  my  defence ;  and  his  ob- 
aervations  may,  therefore,  be  thought  to  luper- 
aede  any  of  ray  own.  But,  not  tbinkinE  of  such 
support,  I  bad  endeavored  to  recollect  wlat  pass- 
ed on  the  first  day  the  West  Florida  bill  was 
nnder  discussion,  and  which  gave  occasion  to 
tbe  production  of  the  papers,  the  reading  of  which 
it  now  ihe  subject  of  censure.  To  repeal  what 
I  recollect  may  not  be  useless. 

The  gentleman  from  Vermont  on  my  left,  (Mr. 
Bradley,)  on  cakiog  up  the  bill,  and  advocating 
Ihe  liile  of  the  United  States  to  West  Florida 
(which  is  assumed  as  the  basis  of  the  bill)  refer- 
led  to  the  papers  relating  to  the  negotiation  for 
the  purchase  of  Louisiana;  and  asserted  that  tbe 
Flench  Ministers  bad  then  staled  to  those  of  tbe 
United  Stales,  (Messrs,  Livingston  and  Monroe,} 


igotiaiion  was  pending,  ai  * 
t  soy  foreign  Court,  lo  ba 
K,  there  existed  no  reason 


and  induced  them  to  believe,  diat  Lonisians 
comprehended  Weat  Florida.  To  [bis  I  answer- 
ed, that  I  was  latiafied  the  gentleman  was  mia- 
taken;  that  I  had  soiqfi  recollection  of  thoae 
papers;  and  that  tbey  would  show  the  idea  of 
West  Florida  being  compriud  in  the  purchase 
of  Louisiana,  to  have  been  an  afler-tbeught  of 
Dur  Ministers,  some  time  subsequent  to  the  con- 
elusion  of  [ha  treaty.  I  also  repealed,  from  mjr 
recollection,  an  ofawrvation  of  our  Ministers  on 
the  occasion— that,  if  Weat  Florida  was  compre- 
hended, the  purchase  would  be  the  more  valua- 
ble. 1  said  also,  that,  prior  to  the  purchase, 
Louisiana  and  West  Florida  were  considered  as 
distiacl  territories;  and  for  the  proof  I  referred  to 
a  letter  from  Mr.  Talleyrand  to  General  Arm- 
strong, in  consequence  ol  bis  application  for  the 
favorable  interposition  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment  to  induce  Spain  to  cede  to  Ibe  United 
States  both  the  Floritlas;  end  I  slated  Ihal  tbe 
reasons  contained  in  ibai  letter  appeared  so  con- 
vincing, on  boib  sides  of  the  Senate,  that  erery 
moutb  was  shut,  as  lo  our  title  lo  West  Florida. 
In  this  manner  those  documents  were  orif^i- 
nally  referred  to;  and  alihongb  they  had  been 
coofideatially  communicated,  which  no  gentle- 
man who  was  a  member  of  the  Senate  ia  180S 
and  1805  could  have  forgotten,  yet  this  plain  and 
public  reference  to  them  passed  without  objec- 
tion. In  fact,  as  no  negotiation  was  p 
we  bad  no  Minister  at  soy  " 
affected  by  the  disclosure,  tl 
for  concealment;  and  I  could  not  consider  the 
papers  any  longer  under  the  seal  of  secrecy,  and 
that  to  have  recourse  to  them  to  ascertain  nuie- 
rial  facts,  and  whether  the  memory  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Vermont  or  my  own  was  correct, 
would  be  a  "palpable"  departure  from  the  ririea, 
I,  therefore,  openly  referred  to  them.  Bat,  sir, 
on  Monday  last,  when  the  bill  was  again  taken 
up,  and  before  I  read  the  papers  in  question,  I 
gave  some  deiailsj  to  show  how  the  negotiation 
relative  lo  Latusiana  had  originaied,  I  staled 
that  tbe  United  States  having  the  right  to  navi- 
gate the  Mississippi,  ihey,  in  1795,  acquired  the 
tight  of  deposite  for  our  merchandise  and  effects 
at  New  Orleans,  by  our  treaty  with  Spain ;  that 
at  a  subsequent  period  (in  1801  or  1802)  this 
right  of  deposite  was  disputed,  and  (he  naviga- 
tion obstructed.  I  remarked,  laat  (o  reoover  our 
rights  different  projects  were  suggested;  on  one 
side  it  was  proposed  to  resort  to  arms ;  on  the 
other,  to  take  a  pacific  course;  that  the  latter 
being  adopted,  our  Ministers  were  instrncted  to 
negoliale  with  li'rance  for  the  purchase  of  New 
Orleans  and  the  Floridas,  or  for  such  part  thereof 
as  could  be  obtained :  that  the  purchase  of  Louis- 
iana had  never  been  contemplBied.  And  to  show 
the  error  of  the  genliemBtt  from  Vermont,  on 
the  first  discussion,  I  turned  to  a  letter  from  our 
Ministers,  dated  the  7th  of  June,  1803,  more  than 
five  weeks  after  the  treaty  bad  been  concluded ;: 
and  read  a  passage  to  prove  what  I  suggested  on 
(he  first  day's  discussion,  iha(  (he  idea  of  West 
Florida  being  comprised  in  the  cession  of  Louis- 
iana, originated  with  them,  and  not  with  the 
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Miniatera  of  Frtnce.  I  nest  proceetlcd  lo  rfad 
the  letter  of  Mr.  Tilleyraod  to  Oener^l  Arm- 
atroiiK,  of  the  31it  of  December,  1804,  which  pro- 
duced the  powerful  effect  alreadr  mentioned, 
ivben  first  read  in  the  Seaele  sii  yean  ago. 

Having  proceeded  thna  deliberately;  baring 
pariicularly  deacribed  each  paper  before  1  read  it, 
1  preeumed  everr  geatlemao  of  the  Senate  who 
had  been  a  member  in  1803  and  1805,  knew  dis- 
tinctljr  what  the  paper*  were;  and  perceiving  oo 
objection,  I  could  oajf  suppose  that  the  Senate 
aequieteed,  and  in  fact  were  desirous  of  hearing 
ihem  read. 

But,  sir,  it  bae  been  aaid  br  more  than  one 
^ntleman,  that  two  reaolulione  for  the  produe- 
tion  of  all  the  papem,  of  which  I  read  a  email 
pari,  had  been  ofiered  and  rejected.    It  is  very 
true;  and  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr. 
Smitb)  has,  I  taliere.  oorreetlr  stated  why  they 
were  rejected.    Not  loat  the  Senate  were  deler- 
mioed  to  shut  tbeir  eye*  against  all  erideiice,  hut 
because  they  thought  our  title  to  West  Florida 
lo  be  clear,  and  they  would  not  spend  timi 
inrestigaiing  it.    It  was  not  that  these  pai 
were  to  be  locked  up  forever;  but  ibit  tneml 
were  so  well  saiisfied  of  the  title,  they  wanted 
no  further  informatioa  concerning  it. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Tatlos)  has  stated  my  hariog  pnt  myself  on  the 
issue  of  fact,  and  taken  the  ground  of  juttifica- 
tlon.  It  is  very  trne,  and  thai,  on  Monday,  when 
some  diacQssion  took  place,  I  offered,  at  the  rao- 
ment,  what  appeared  to  me  a  substantial  reason 
why  the  doeuroeets  should  be  read.  I  have  now 
explained  the  grounds  on  which  I  proceeded,  and 
leal I y  cannot  out  think  they  will  prove  a  su£- 
cieot  justifieatioa. 

The  geolleraan  from  Maryland  (Mr.  SHtTu) 
said,  00  Monday,  that  there  would  be  qo  objee- 
tioQ  lo  the  puolicaiiOQ  of  tba  paper*  which  I 
read ;  and  that,  if  leave  bad  beea  asked  to  read 
them, it  would  doubtless  bave  been  granted.  Then, 
sir.  no  barm  is  done.  What  is  the  reason  of  the 
rule  in  qnestion  1  Its  object  ia  to  prevent  the 
disclosure  of  any  facts  which  the  public  interest 
tequires  to  be  kept  secret.  And  what  is  the  real 
stale  of  the  case  under  consideration 7  I  have 
publicly  read  to  the  Senate  some  papers  origi- 
nally communicated  coDfideniially,  on  a  subject 
concerning  whieh  there  is  no  negotiation  de- 
pending in  relation  to  aoy  foreign  Power,  or  any 
Minister  abroad;  and  in  which  there  is  nothing 
any  looser  requiting  secrecy.  Surely,  then,  the 
leason  tor  this  rule  of  eocfidence  bas  ceased ;  it 
did  not  apply  to  these  papers.  No  Slate  secret 
was  disclosed,  or  meant  to  be  disclosed.  When 
a  proposition  was  made  to  pnblish  the  whole  of 
the  documents,  I  myself  remarked  that  tbere 
were  some  which  it  might  be  improper  to  pub- 
lish. What  does  this  provel  Ceruialy  that  I 
was  not  disposed  to  divulge  what  required  confi- 
dence. And,  so  far  as  I  went,  I  really  conceived 
that  I  was  proceeding  with  the  approbation  of 
the  Senate. 

As  to  the  docnmeots  wfaicb  I  read,  the  reason 
of  the  rule  ia  at  an  end.    And,  with  gentlemen 


of  the  bar,  the  maaim  i&  familiar,  that  when  the 
of  the  law  ceases,  the  law  itself  ceases, 
if  there  has  been  a  violation  of  the  rule,  it  is  of 
the  letter  only :  and  to  this  another  law  mazim 
applies— he  who  sticks  in  tbe  UtUr,  sticks  in  tko- 
borA.  J  will  quote  one  mora  maxim,  frooa  * 
higher  authority:  "The  letter  kitleth,  kM  (hs- 
ipirit  giveih  life." 

Willi  these  observations  I  will  close.  They 
appear  to  me,  and  I  did  trust  they  would  have  - 
appeared  to  the  Senate,  a  complete  vindication. 

Mr.  Champuh  said  he  could  not  put  his  haod- 
on  his  heart,  and  say  that  the  iransaetion  which> 
was  tbe  subject  of  the  retoluiion  was  strictlf 
eotreel.  But  circumstances  palliated  the  a«l. 
There  cerlainly  bad  been,  ia  the  previoas  deb*t«^ 
some  allusioD  lo  papers  not  published.  Being  K 
new  member,  of  course  be  knew  very  litile  about 
the  confidential  docnmeots,  but  be  certainly  had 
heard  atlosions  which  he  really  did  not  under- 
stand, having  reference  to  documents  of  wbick 
he  had  no  knowledge.  He  did  not  recollect  br 
what  gentleman  these  were  made.  What  bad 
thegeatleroan  from  Massachusetts  done  1  Had 
he  taken  the  Senate  by  surprise?  No.  He  d^ 
clared  that  Prance  haa  been  of  a  diSerenC  opli^ 
ion  from  onr  Adminisiratioa  as  to  the  trauodary ; 
that  on  applieatioD  au  aoswer  had  been  given  to 
them  by  Talleyrand,  which,  when  read,  had 
closed  every  mouth  in  the  Senate  on  the  subject 
of  the  title  of  the  United  Stales.  Mr.  C.  said  h* 
had  heard  no  objection  to  this  allusion ;  nothing 
had  been  (aid  about  ii.  If  it  had  been  the  inten- 
tion of  the  honorable  gentleman  to  have  palmed 
this  paper  on  (be  pnblic,  and  to  take  tbe  Senate 
by  surprise,  would  he  bave  stated  what  he  did 
before  he  read  iti  He  did  it  in  the  most  deli^ 
manner,  and  called  the  atteation  of  every 
member  lo  iL  Mr.  C.  said  he  was  very  glad  tha 
paper  was  read,  and  he  hoped  gentlemeu  wotild 
Iso  permit  it  to  be  published,  not  only  for  the 
nformaiion  of  the  Senate,  but  for  the  informa- 
tion of  tbe  pcD^e,  because  he  considered  this 
question  as  oue  of  peace  or  war.  He  himself 
could  not  consent  to  vote  on  this  bill  till  he  waa 
better  informed ;  he  was  ignorant  of  many  poinia. 
From  the  open  manner  in  which  the  gentleman 
had  introduced  the  letter,  it  became  every  or  any 
one  who  had  a  knowledge  of  its  being  confiden- 
lial,  to  call  him  to  order.  If  I  am  oslled  uptn 
to  express  my  opinion,  I  cannot,  in  conscience, 
say  the  gentleman  was  altogether  correct ;  nei- 
iher  wiu  it  correct  ia  gentlemen  previously  \n 
allude  to  those  papers.  I  tbiok  (be  gentleman 
bad  no  right  to  decide  for  himself;  it  was  for  the 
Senate  to  decide  whether  it  would  be  proper  to 
disclose  them.  And  yet,  admitting  this  lact.  I 
cannot  consent  to  five  my  vote  that  tbe  gentle- 
man  has  been  guilty  of  a  palpable  violation  of 
the  role.  What,  sir,  shall  we.  for  this  offence, 
declare  that  an  booorable  memtier  of  the  Senat^ 
who  has  grown  grey  in  the  public  service,  whom 
I  venerate,  ha*  palpably  offended  against  one 
rales  1  Mr.  C.  said  he  thought  the  gentleman^ 
eoadoet  had  not  been  justified  fblly  oy  himself] 
but  there  were  strong  palliatipg  eircnmataiice*. 
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At  to  politics,  i^  OD  this  eecuioD,  tbey  were 
'  drawn  into  view,  be  agreed  with  tbe  geDtleman, 
'  except  ID  lome  poinb  in  relation  to  Qrcat  Brit- 
Kin,  m  which  he  did  not  Bgree  with  him.  Bui 
'  diflerence  of  opinion  from  [he  gentleman  would 
not  induce  bim  to  gi?e  a  vote  to  tiigmstize  him, 
To  pass  a  ceuure  on  a  man  ^own  grey  in  the 
\|)ub1ic  service,  as  a  palpable  violator  of  ine  rules 
of  the  Senate,  he  could  not  agree.  He  must 
vote  agviasi  the  resolutioa,  and  be  hoped  that, 
from  that  vole,  no  inference  would  be  drawn  that 
be  believed  the  conduct  of  the  gentleman  to  hare 
been  entirely  correct. 

Mr.  Shitb,  of  Maryland,  said,  he  had  no  doubt 
on  his  mind,  ibal  if  the  gantleman  had  asked  the 
consent  of  ibe  Senate  to  read  those  papers,  it 
would  have  been  given.  The  gentleman,  how- 
ever, had  said,  that  wben  those  papers  were  read, 
ia  1805,  they  had  ahut  the  mouth  of  every  mem- 
ber as  to  the  claim  of  tbe  United  States.  Fo 
my  own  part,  sir,  said  Mr,  8.,  I  can  only  stati 
that  the  reading  of  those  papers  had  not  ibi 
least  effect  whatever  on  my  opinion  aa  to  the 
title  of  tbe  United  Sutes.  I  did  tfaen,  and  do 
tMW,  believe,  that  the  words  of  tbe  treaty,  by 
which  alone  we  and  they  are  bound,  did  give  us 
a  fair  right  to  the  country  in  question.  Neither, 
air,  canl  recollect  any  act  at  that  time  pending 
before  Congress,  which  could  have  shown  that 
the  month  of  every  member  was  shot  as  to  this 
qnestioD. 

Mr.  Andbrbok  aaid,  tbe  paper  in  question  had 
not,  at  tbe  time  it  was  aent  to  tbe  Senate,  and  he 
now  declared  it  might  not  hare,  any  baring  on 
tbe  title  of  the  United  States.  He  recollected 
that  this  letter  was  addressed  to  onr  Minister  at 
a  time  when  they  wished  to  extend  the  boundary 
of  East  Florida  aa  far  west  at  ibey  could,  in  or- 
der to  induce  the  United  States  to  ^ive  a  greater 
price  for  it  than  they  would  otherwise  here  done. 
Mr.  Crawford  said,  he  regretted  extremely 
the  occasion  which  had  gireil  rise  to  this  diicus- 
aion.  It  was,  at  all  times,  unpleasant  to  come 
into  a  state  of  collision  with  those  with  whom 
yre  are  called  upon  to  act,  and,  particularly  so, 
when  the  resolution  before  the  Senate  charged  a 
member  not  only  with  having  violated  a  rule, 
bat  with  baring  palpably  violated  it.  The  reso- 
lution assumed  a  fact,  not  denied,  that  certain 
confidential  papers  were  publicly  read  witbont  a 
removal  of  the  injunction  of  secrecy.  Mr.  C. 
laid  he  was  not  in  his  place  when  this  unpleai' 
ant  transaction  took  place,  nor  had  he  a  distinct 
recollection  of  what  had  fallen  from  the  gentle- 
nun  from  Vermont.    He  recollected,  to  be  sure. 


aome  metaphysical  ideas  expressed  by  the  gentle- 
man, to  which  he  did  not  assent.  If  the  senile- 
man  made  any  allusion  to  those  jMpen,  Mr. 


said  he  could  not  have  detected  iL  as  he  had 
never  before  beard  tbem;  nor,  probably,  were 
there  half  a  dozen  of  Ibe  present  members  of  tbe 
Senate  who  had  beard  them.  Mr.  C.  aaid,  he 
could  not,  unless  he  were  constrained,  from  the 
nature  of  the  act  itself,  chai^  on  tbe  records  any 
member  with  having  deliberately  violated  such 
»nilautlui>    He  miist  believe  the  gentleman 


did  tbe  act  without  reHection.  Believing  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  not  well  n- 
amined  the  matter,  and  did  not  intend  wilfully 
to  violate  the  rale,  he  moved  to  erase  from  the 
resolution  the  word  "  palpable."  Every  one  must 
Rgreethat  the  gentleman's  conduct  woe  a  viola- 
tioD  of  the  rale. 

Mr,  Clay  acceded  to  the  motion. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  nem,  di«. 

Mr.  Llovd  laid  he  had  considered  the  word 
"palpable"  as  meaning  aa  intentional  violation 
of  tbe  rale.  As  it  wae  admitted  now  that  (he 
disclosure  had  been  attended  with  no  Injary;  %» 
the  gentleman  had  named  the  paper  he  was  about 
to  read,  and  no  one  had  objected  to  the  reading 
it;  and  as  the  resolutiaa  would  go  to  imply  a 
censure  on  the  older  members  of  the  Senate,  at 
they  must  have  been  forgetful  of  one  of  the  most 
important  national  transactions,  or  have  been 
willing  to  avail  themselves  of  the  honest  zeal  of 
a  man  who  had  ^nt  his  life  in  the  public  cer- 
riee  to  entrap  him,  and  pnt  a  censure  on  tbe 
journala  of  the  Senate  which  should  blast  his 
character  abroad.  He,  therefore,  moved  toinsert 
before  the  word  "  violation"  the  word  "uninten- 
lioDal," 

Mr.  CuAY  expressed  his  surprise  at  this  motion. 
If  it  were  persisted  in,  he  should  feel  himself 
bound  to  move  to  strike  ont  of  tbe  word  tbe  syl- 
able  tin.  If  he  was  compelled  to  vote  at  all  upoq 
the  subject,  he  would  say  that  the  gentleman's 
conduct  had  been  intentioDal.  But  when  all 
were  willing  to  soften  tbe  censure ;  when  a  gen- 
tleman on  the  same  side  bad  admitted  that  the 
geoileman's  condact  was  inexcusable,  and  the 
gentleman  himself  did  not  say  that  his  act  waa 
unintentional,  would  it  not  be  improper  in  the 
House  to  say  that  it  was?  If  the  thing  be  per- 
sisted in,  if  the  gentleman  urges  us  to  decide  a 
fact  to  which  I  was  willing  toltave  given  tbe  go- 
by, I  must  feel  m^elf  bound  to  pronounee  il  an 
intentional  violation. 

Mr.  Andbrsom  said  he  had  been  perfectly  wil- 
ling to  erase  the  word  palpable ;  but,  if  this  mo- 
tion were  persisted  in,  ne  must  call  for  the  yeac 
and  yeas  on  it ;  and  the  gentleman  would  find 
tbe  effect  of  the  motion  very  different  from  what 
he  intended. 

Mr.  FftANELiM  repwtled,  as  unfounded  in  fact, 

e  insinuation  of  a  design  in  the  old  Senators  to 
entrap  the  gentleman  from  Massacusetis. 

Mr.  Lloto  withdrew  his  motion,  in  emee- 
quence  of  tbe  wixhes  of  bis  friends  near  him.  It 
possible,  ha  said,  that,  with  his  very  bad 
lory,  be  might  forget  transaetioDs  of  a  week 
past.  But  be  would  not  take  back  the  deelara- 
iioD,either  that  gentlemen  had  forgotten  the  doc- 
uments or  were  guilty  of  a  breach  of  duty  in  not 
Slopping  the  gentleman  from  giving  them  to  the 
world.     The  proposition  before  tbe  Senate  was 

'  a  naked  one,  but  stated  two  facts ;  one,  that 

rule  was  violated,  and  the  other  that  it  had 

been  so  violated  as  to  deserve  one  of  the  most 

nsures.    Unless  genilemeu  could  make 

up  their  minds  to  ^ay  that  it  was  an  iDtrational 

violalioB,  they  could  not  vote  for  the  rewlation. 
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^ailemen, supported  the  reaolatioa  were 
apprehended  [00  limiied  and  pariial;  they  seemed 
to  suppose  that  OUT  Btteniion  ought  to  becotifiDed 
Bolely  to  tfae  question,  whether  or  not  the  Iraa*- 
aciioD  alladed  to  was  an  mrraetion  at  the  Sen- 
ate's rule.  To  BiTe  the  subject  the  liberal  and 
josi  view  it  menis,  other  and  important  cantider- 
atioDs  must  be  noticed.  We  must  consider  the 
nature  and  character  of  the  transaciioo,  its  ef- 
fects in  relation  to  the  Senate,  and  the  public  io- 
teresti,  and  whatisproperforustodo.  On  a  candid 
ezamtoslion  of  these  qnestions,  I  am  persuaded 
that  it  will  be  found  that  nnifaer  a  respect  for  the 
order  or  honor  of  the  Senate,  nor  any  of  the  pub- 
lic Interests,  require  the  adopiian  of  the  rewlutioQ. 
It  it  not  denied,  it  is  admitted,  ibat  the  transic- 
tion  was  an  infraction  of  the  letter  of  the  rule. 
Does  it  thence  eoDclusiTely  follow  that  the  reao- 
lation  it  necessary  or  proper?  The  occurrence 
is  not  UDcomroon  for  gentlemen  in  the  zeal  and 
ardor  o(  discussion  to  tretpaaa  on  the  rulet  of  or- 
der prescribed  for  their  conduct.  And  it  mar  be 
asked,  whether  tliis  be  the  only  iastanca  in  which 
documents  of  a  coofideuiial  nature  bare  been  ad- 
verted to  and  commeDied  on  in  public  debate? 
On  ordinary  oecasiona,  Mr.  PresidcDt,  under  your 
so perinteodencp,  order  is  preserved,  without  being 
over  nice  and  eritical  on  question*  of  thia  tort. 

And  this,  lir,  may  be  one  reason,  why  the  Sea- 
ate  is  distinguished,  as  it  eminently  is,  for  the  de- 
corum of  their  proceedings.  Admitting  what,  it 
is  beliered,  no  one  is  disposed  la  qneitioD,  that 
tbere  has  been  an  infraction  of  the  rule  literally 
eoDsideredjare  we,  1  ask,  bound, at  gentlemen  in- 
sist, to  notice  it,  and  in  this  ooTel  and  unprece- 
deoted  manner,  by  recording  it  in  o«r  journals? 
It  will  not  escape  the  atteotJon  of  gentlemen  that 
a  proposition  may  be  true — but,  bnn^  a  mere  ab- 
stract proposition,  lends  to  no  practical  use  j  it 
may  neither  do  good  or  harm.  This  resolution 
however  is  not  aTii^ethecof  that  cast;  it  is  not  a 
mere  abstract  proposition  in  itself  innocent  and 
harmless  i  in  many  respects  it  is  extremely  eicep- 
tioaable.  It  does  not,  as  it  ought,  folly  ttate  the 
case.  Those  prominent  circumstances  which 
forcibly  mark  the  quality,  and  go  to  decide  the 
character  of  the  transaction,  are  left  out.  They 
IMissed  before  ns :  we  were  witnestetof  them.and 
since,  in  our  present  discOBtion,  ibey  have  been 
brought  fresh  to  our  recollection  by  a  minute  aod 
faithful  recital  of  them.  Can  gentlemen  say 
those  circumstances  are  not  essential  to  the  form- 
ing a  true  and  correct  estimate  of  the  traoiacllon  1 
And  if  to,  how  can  we  justify  a  vote  in  favor  of 
the  resolution,  when  there  is  left  out  of  it  facts 
important  to  the  true  and  correct  slate  of  the 
whole  case  t  The  resolution  implies  censure.  It 
it  not  merited.  Taking  everything  into  conside- 
ration, 00  one  can  suppose  that  thelonorable  gen- 
lleman  whose  conduct  is  impeached  was  actuated 
by  improper  views.  I  do  not  believe  that  he  had 
any  idea  of  violating  the  confidence  enjoined  by 


to  its  injuneiions  that  their  peremptory  natnie  re- 


qnired.  Hekaaoaended  iathe  letter.  If  be  had 
other  thtD  honest  and  fair  views,  why  did  he  read 
the  documents  in  the  open  and  public  maaner  be 
hdd  done,  Srti  naming  each  of  them  and  cotn- 
mentingoD  their  contents  as  he  proceeded?  And 
are  not  the  prerious  circumiiances  so  often  men- 
tioned, naturally  leadiog)to  the  proceed  log,  and 
the  sileaee  of  the  Senate  on  i be  occurrence  while 
passing  before  db  to  be  taken  iitto  account  1  The 
honorable  gentleman  from  Oeonim  (Mr.  Caaw- 
roan)  with  a  eendoi  which  marks  his  conduct, 
sajrt  that  he  does  not  believe  that  there  was  a 
criminal  intent  to  violate  the  rule.  If  I  undei- 
stood  him  he  placed  it  en  the  grounds  I  am  di»- 
poeed  to  coniider  it  ^  as  proeeeding  from  wsat  of 
ci  reams  pec  lion,  inditoreiion,  and  not  from  inten- 
tion. Believing  this,  sir,  I  cannot  coesentto  place 
on  the  records  a  resolaiioD  which  goes  nnquea- 
tionably  in  iu  nature  to  censure  the  conduct  of 
the  honorable  gentleman,  and  without  any  of  the 
accompanying  eircumalances  which  aoark  the 
character  of  the  whole  trantaction.  White  we 
seek  to  mamlBin  jnviolaie  the  order  and  digaltf 
of  the  body  of  which  we  are  members,  we  ought 
not  to  overlook  those  consideration*  c^  respect 
and  justice  which  are  due  to  erery  individual 
member. 

In  respect  to  our  proceedings  on  ihi*  rMtriation, 
so  far  at  they'relale  to  the  Senate,  and  what  best 
comparts  with  our  own  honer,  permit  me  to  aafc 
of  gentlemen,  whether  we  are  not  attaching  to 
the  act  an  importance  in  the  public  view  greater 
than  it  really  merits. 

This  retolniioQ  will  give  to  the  occurrence  a 
coBsequence.  which  it  could  acquire  onlv  bv  cut 
own  act,  and.  instead  of  protecting,  we  shall  sac- 
rifice our  honor.  Will  not  our  proceedings  par- 
take of  aa  oppressive  severity,  rather  ihan  of  the 
liberality,  candor  and  justice,  the  case  under  alt 
its  circumstances  deiaands  1  No  public  interest 
has  been  prejudiced,  n  home  or  abroad.  Nothing 
has  been  revealed  which  it  was  necessary  or  im- 
portant longer  to  keep  secret. 

There  is  due  from  each  member  of  tbe  Senate, 
to  alt  the  members,  that  candor  and  liberaliijr 
which  may  give  to  oar  proceedings  such  a  spirit 
of  haTmony  and  consistency,  as,  boweTcr  we  may 
differ  on  great  questions,  will  leave  ut  to  discuss 
subject!  here,  with  that  tittenlion  and  deliberaiion 
which  lerves  the  ^reat  interesii  of  the  country. 
But  if,  on  uaintentional  violations  of  the  rules  of 
the  House,  aod  in  tbeit  letter  only,  we  bring  for- 
ward and  record  on  our  journals  pariicalar  prop- 
osltiont  ^inting  to  the  fact  itself,  and  conveying 
ceDsure,  insteatTof  promoting  we  shall  derogate 
from  the  order  and  harmony  of  our  proceedings, 
and  the  dignity  and  honor  of  tbe  Senate. 

Believing,  as  1  do,  that  whatever  infraction  of 
the  rule  has  taken  place  has  been  merely  in  the 
letter,  proceeding  not  from  intention  but  from 
want  of  circuoispection  and  ditcretion.  that  no 
public  interest  has  been  prejudiced  by  (ne  trans- 
action, and  none  will  be  protnoied  by  the  reao- 
tutioD,  I  cannot  give  to  it  my  assent. 

Hr.  PiCKBBiAO.— Mr.  Pretident,  I  am  mtich 
obliged  by  the  hberal  eentimmta  opraned  lo- 
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irarda  me  by  my  trivad  at  my  ri^ht  hand,  (Mr 
'OoooBics,)  bai  I  do  aoi  feel  willing  lo  consider 
the  act  which  is  the  inbject  of  ibe  reiolation  as 
an  indiscrelioi).  I  know,  sir.  tny  own  frailtv; 
and  am  fat  from  iniimalin^  tbat  I  am  abore  Ihe 
eommiuioD  of  an  indiiereiion :  but  I  do  feel  that 
1  hare  committed  Dooe  in  the  preaent  caae. 

There  are  two  ways,  sir,  id  which  ibe  ament  of 
an  individual  or  of  a  hedy  of  men  may  be  giren  ; 
br  words — or  by  (heir  silence.  I  have  slated  the 
DDJect  of  my  Teadinsr  the  papers  adverted  to,  and 
the  oiicums lances  wnich  accompanied  the  same ; 
and  Qot  doubting  that  the  geotlemeD  who,  with 
me,  were  members  of  the  Seoaie  at  the  times 
wheh  those  papers  were  laid  before  us,  know  that 
Ihey  were  conndentialty  communicated,  and  yet 
made  no  objection  to  the  reading  of  them— I  nat- 
urally inferred  that  the  Senate  assented  to  the 
act :  Under  these  circomstanees  I  cannot  view  it 
as  an  indiscretion. 

Tbe  question  on  the  reioluiion,  as  amended,  by 
leaTin^  out  tbe  word  "  palpable,"  was  then  de- 
cided in  the  affirma  tire— yeas'  20,  nays  7,  as  fol- 

TiAi — Messrs.  Andsrson,  Brent,  Campbell,  Clay, 
Condit,  Crawford,  Untta,  Franklin,  Oullard,  Qeiman, 
Oilmin,  J.eib,  Matbewson,  Rsad,  Robinson,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  Smith  ofNflw  York,  T»it,T»Ior,Whitende. 

Ni.Ti — Meius.  Bradley,  ChampUn,Qana,  Goodrich, 
Honey,  Lambert,  and  Lk^d. 

TaUBsiuT,  January  3. 

Mr.  Caupbell  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
should  asit  leave  to  briog  in  a  bill  to  antborize 
tbe  Eurveyi&fr  and  making  of  qeriain  roads  in  the 
Slate  of  Ohio,  as  contemplated  by  the  treaty  of 
BrowDSlown,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  making  an  addii 
b1  appropriation  to  supplv  the  deficiency  in 
Bppropriaiion  for  the  relief  and  protection  of 
distressed  American  seamen  dnring  the  year 
J8I0."  was  read  the  third  time;  and,  on  motion, 
by  Mr.  Lloto,  it  was  agreed,  by  unaaimaus  coo- 
sent,  to  amend  tbe  bill,  so  as  to  make  the  appro- 
priation "seventy-six  thousand  dollars." 

Resohed,  That  this  bill  pass  with  an  amend- 

Od  moiion,  by  Mr.  Pope,  the  bill  authorizing 
a  aubscripiioB  on  the  part  of  ihe  United  States  to 
the  stock  of  the  Ohio  Canal  Company  was  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  there- 
on; and  Me9srs.PoPE,ANni;Raoif,aDd  BaACLEr, 
were  appointed  (he  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the 
final  adjustment  of  claims  to  lands,  and  for  the 
sate  of  tne  public  lands  in  the  Territories  of  Oi 
leans  and  Loniaiaoa,"  was  read  the  second  timi 
and  referred  to  a  seleEt  committee,  to  consist  c 
five  members,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  ;  and 
,  Messrs.  Campbeli.,  Crawford.  Qheqo,  Brad- 
let,  and  Dana,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represeniatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  suspend  tbe  second  sec- 
tion of  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  regulating  foreign 


ins,  and  for  other  purposes,"  with  amend- 
ments, in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
Ihe  Senate.  They  have  also  passed  a  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  providing  for  tbe  removal  of  the 
Land  Office  established  at  Nashville,  in  the  Slate 
of  Tennessee^  and  Canton,  in  the  Stale  of  Ohio, 
ind  to  authorize  tbe  register  and  receiver  of  pnb* 
lie  moneys  to  superintend  tbe  public  sales  of  land 
in  the  district  east  of  Pearl  river;"  in  which  bill 
tbey  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Tbe  amendments  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives 10  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  suspend  [he 
second  section  of  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  regula- 
ting foreign  coins,  and  for  other  purposes,"  were 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  BBtDLET,  the  furtber  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed,  and  th<,amend- 
ments  ordered  to  be  printed  for  Ihe  oae  of  the 
Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commilfee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  fix  the  com- 
pensatioa  of  tbe  additional  Assistant  Postmaster 
General,"  together  with  the  amendment  repotted 
by  tbe  select  committee;  and,  having  agreed 
thereto,  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House  amended  accordingly.  On  the  question, 
Shall  this  bill  be  read  ihetlurd  limeasamendedl 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  continne  in 
force  for  a  further  lime  tbe  Brat  section  of  the  act, 
entitled  'An  act  fnriher  to  protect  (he  commerce 
and  seamen  of  the  United  States  against  the  Bar- 
bary  Powers." 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  ihe 
Seeretaty  of  War  to  ascertain  and  settle,  by  the 
appointment  of  commissioners,  tbe  exterior  line 
of  the  public  land  at  West  Point  with  tbe  adjoin- 
ing proprietor ;"  and  on  moiion,  by  Mr.  Smith, 
of  New  xork,  it  was  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee, to  consider  and  report  thereon;  and  Messrs. 
Smitb,  of  New  York,  Bradley,  and  DAKA,were 
appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  declaring  the  laws  now  in  force 
in  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  to  extend  to,  and  to 
have  full  force  and  effect  to,  the  river  Perdido, 
pursuant  to  the  Iteaty  concluded  at  Paris,  on  the 
30th  day  of  April,  1803,  and  for  other  purposes; 
and  on,  moiion,  by  Mr.  Pranelin,  tbe  galleries 
were  cleared  and  the  doors  of  the  Senate  Cham- 
ber closed. 

A  conBdential  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

Tbe  doors  of  the  Senate  Chamber  were  opened } 
aod  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Bradlev,  the  farther  cod- 


Fbidat,  Janiiary  4. 

Mr.  CauPBGLi.  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 

bring  in  a  bill  to  antborize  ths  auiveyiof  and  m&. 
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king  of  oerttin  roid*  in  ihe  Stats  of  Obio,  a*  eoD- 
templaicd  io  ihe  treat;  of  BrowuslowD,  id  the 
Teiritorf  of  Michigan  i  and  the  bill  was  read  and 
paased  lo  Ihe  Hoood  reading. 

Mr.  CifTTB,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
uneadmeni  to  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  fix  the 
compeoMtioD  of  the  addiiional  Aniatani  Post- 
master General,"  correctly  engroised ;  and  the 
bill  WBi  read  the  third  time  a«  amended. 

Ruolved,  That  this  bill  paw  with  an  amciid- 
ment. 

The  FkBaiDiifT  commnoicaied  a  report  of  the 
8«cretarr  of  War  on  tbe  tale  of  public  arms  to 
iodiTidual  State*,  aa  authorized  by  tb«  set  of  the 
second  of  April,  1B06,  eniiiled  "An  act  to  author- 
ize tbe  sale  of  publio  arms ;"  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  lo  lie  for  coaiideratioD. 

Mr.  Lain  presented  the  raemotial  of  John  Sio- 
ren,  W.  John  Duane,  and  R.  C.  WeightaiaD,  sub- 
milting  a  proposal  for  printing  the  laws  of  the 
United  Stataa,  upon  conditions  therein  suted; 
and  tbe  memorial  was  read,  and  raferred  to 
•  aeleci  committee,  to  eonaider  and  report  thereon ; 
and  Mewrs.  Laia,  Qooorich,  and  Hokbet,  were 
appointed  tbe  eommittee. 

Mr.  Leib  submitted  the  following  motion : 

SfoletJ,  Tbst  •  committee  of  threa  membenof  th« 
Senate  be  appointed,  who,  with  three  membcn  of  the 
Home  of  BeraesantatiiBi,  to  be  apptnoled  by  the  said 
House,  dtaU  naie  the  apjilication  of  the  money  appto- 
prieted  bj  the  "Act  duIEuib  ■  farther  spprDpriatioii  bi 
snpportofalibrai7,"  psMsd  the  SUt  of  Febni  117,1806; 
and  that  the  Secretary  give  iniiKmaliou  thareof  to  the 
Honas  of  Repi*MiitativaB> 

Tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  continne  in  force, 
for  a  further  time,  the  Srat  section  of  the  act,  en- 
titled 'An  act  further  to  protect  the  commerce 
and  seamen  of  the  United  States  agaioit  the  Bar- 
bary   Powers,"  was  read   the   third   time,  and 

The  bill,  entitled  "Ad  act  for  Ihe  remoral  of 
the  land  office  established  at  Nashville,  in  tbi 
Stale  of  Tennessee,  and  Caoton^  in  the  Slate  of 
Ohio,  and  to  authorize  the  register,  and  recei- 
Ter  of  public  monefii  lo  superintend  tbe  pablie 
aalca  of  land  in  Che  district  east  of  Pearl  riear," 
wae  read  Ihe  seeoed  time. 

The  bill  for  the  benefit  of  seamen  of  ibe  UDited 
States  was  read  the  second  time,  and  on  motion, 
bf  Mr.  Llovd,  Ihe  further  coniideration  thereof 
was  postponed  noiit  Tuesday  next. 

On  motion  oy  Mi.  Horset, 

Rttolved,  Thil  the  bill  autfaoriziaE  the  sale 
and  grant  of  a  certain  quantity  of  public  land  to 
the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  lo  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  Meain.  Horsey,  Fbahklin, 
and  CoKDtT,  be  the 


MoHDAT,  January  7. 

Jahes  a.  Bavabd,  from  (he  State  of  Delaware, 
took  bis  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  PsMiDBHT  eommonicated  ihe  report  of 
Ike  Secretary  of  War  ob  the  expenditures  of  tbe 


moneys  appropriated  for  the  contingent  expenses 
of  the  Military  EstablisbroenI  for  the  year  1310. 
in  eonfoTmiiy  to  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of 
third  March,  1609,  further  to  amend  the  aevera:! 
acts  for  the  establishment  of  the  Treasary,  War, 
and  Navy  Departments;  which  wai  read  for  con- 
sideration. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  the  4tlt 
instant,  on  the  subject;  and 

Betolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  membera 
of  the  Senate  be  appointed,  who,  with  three 
members  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  lo  ba 
appointed  by  the  said  House,  shall  have  tne  ap- 
plication of  the  moneys  appropriated  by  the  "Act 
making  a  further  appropriation  for  the  support  of 
a  library,"  passed  tbe  SIst  of  February,  1806; 
and  that  the  Secretary  gire  information  thereof 
lo  the  House  of  Represenlatives. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Lna,  Shitii  of  Mary- 
land, and  COnviT,  be  tha  committee  on  the  pari 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  to  authorize  tbe  surveying  and  making 
of  certain  rotida  in  the  Stale  of  Ohio,  as  contem- 
plated by  the  treaty  of  Brownstown,  in  the  Ter-i 
rilory  of  Uichigao,  was  read  the  second  lime, 
and  referred  to  a  select  eommittee,  to  consider 
aodreport  thereon;  and  Messrs.  Campbell,  Brad- 
1.ET,  and  Grbqu,  were  appointed  (he  committee. 

Mr.  Daha  presented  the  petition  of  Willtaia 
Mills,  a  debtor  in  eonflneroent  at  the  suit  of  the 
United  States  in  the  jail  at  Haddam,  in  the  Slats 
of-Gonnectieut,  praving  the  interpoaition  of  Con- 
gress on  bisbehalf,  for  reasons  therein  mentioned; 
and  tbe  petition  was  read. 

The  bill  to  ineorporaie  tbe  Bank  of  Potomac, 
and  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Wash- 
ington; also,  tha  bill  loiDCOTporaie  ihesubscri- 
bns  to  the  Farmers'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  wer« 
severally  postponed. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  iha 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  providing  foi 
Ihe  removal  ot  the  land  office  established  at  Nash- 
ville, in  the  Slate  of  Tennessee,  and  Caoton,  in 
the  Stale  of  Ohio,  and  to  authorize  the  register 
and  receiver  of  public  moneys  to  superiDieod 
the  sale*  of  public  land  in  the  district  East  of  Pearl 
river ;"  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  CaHrBBLi.,  the  bill 
was  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Campbbll, 
Frakklin,  and  Batabd,  were  appointed  the  com- 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representaiivea 
informed  tne  Senate  that  the  House  disagree  to 
Ihe  amendment  to  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  set  to  fix 
the  compensation  of  tbe  additional  Assistant 
Postmaster  Oeneial." 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives lo  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  fix  the  com- 
pensation of  Ihe  additional  Assistant  Postmasiei 
Oeneral." 

Jtetolved,  That  the  Senate  recede  from  iheli 
amendment  to  the  said  bill. 

Tbe  Beoite  resumed  tbe  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Rep resen tali ree  to 
tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  suspend  the  second 
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acdimi  of  the  act,  cDtitled  'An  act  ref  alatiog  Tor- 
•ign  coins,  and  for  other  parposes;"  god,  od  mo- 
tion, bjr  Mr.  Llovd,  ibej  were  referred  to  a  select 
CDmniKee,  to  coosider  and  report  tfaereoo ;  and 
Meiara.  Llotd,  Bbidlby,  and  Smitb  of  Marf' 
land,  were  appointed  the  eommittee. 

Tbe  following  Message  was  receiTed  from  tbe 
PaEeiMHT  or  the  United  States  : 
To  tk*  Saiatt  and  Hou»e  of 

Seprtientaiivu  of  the  Untied  Satu; 

I  commuDicste,  for  the  inliinnatioii  of  Congreis,  the 
report  of  tbe  Director  of  tbe  Mint,  of  the  operttion 
of  thtt  estsblishmeat  dnriag  the  la>t  jeer. 

JAHE8  MADraoN. 

Jahoabt  7,  tSll. 

The  Mescage  and  report  were  read,  and  ordered 
lo  lie  far  coniideratioo. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  eonsiileralioa  of  the 
bill  for  tbe  relief  of  tbe  coUeeiors  of  the  port* 
of  Norfolk,  Baltimore,  and  Philadelphia  j  and, 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  Lata,  the  ooneidefaiioo  thereof 
was  furiber  posipoaed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Clit,  the  galleries  were 
cleared,  and  the  doors  of  the  Senate  Chamber 


TuESDAy,  januarjr  S. 

THDXae  WoBTBiROTON,  appointed  a  Senator 

bT  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  in  place 

of  Retqbk  Jokatbah  Mbios,  reei^ed,  produoed 

his  credentials,  which  were  read;  and  tbe  oath 

Erescribed  bjr  law  having  been  administered  to 
im,  he  look  bis  seat  in  tbe  Senate. 

Mr.  HoBBEY,  from  the  Committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  antboriziog  tbe  sale  and 
CTant  of  a  certain  quaniiijr  of  public  land  to  tbe 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Coaipany,  re- 
ported it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Orboq  presented  the  petition  of  Isaac 
Wayne,  sou  ana  executor  of  the  late  Major  Qen- 
«ralAaib<Mi]r  Wayne,  praying  remissioQof  certain 
aums  found  against  tbe  estate  of  his  father  oo  get- 
tlement  of  his  account  with  the  Treasury  officers, 
for  reasons  therein  stated;  and  the  j>emioD  was 
read,  and  referred  to  a  select  commiitee,  to  con- 
aider  and  report  ibereoD  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Messrs.  Obboo,  Picjcbkino,  and  Rbid,  were 
appointed  tbe  committee. 

The  PaEaiiiBNT  commoniealed  a  lattei:  signed 
Adam  Seyben,  in  behalf  of  tbe  committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  House  of  Representatives  to  pro- 
vide for  the  safe-keeping  of  the  boots  in  the  li- 
brary belonging  to  Congress,  stating  that  they 
are  in  great  oanger  of  being  ruined  in  cotiBeqnenee 
of  leaks  in  the  roof  of  the  building,  and  asking 
permission  to  place  them  for  a  lime  in  one  of  the 
committee  rooms  belonging  to  the  Senate;  and 
tbe  letter  was  read. 

Jtaolved,  That  the  Senate  comply  with  tbe 
request  contained  therein,  and  assign  their  largest 
committee  room  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  9lh  December,  oo  tbe  subject, 
refoited  %  bill  maktug  fmfaer  ptoTisioa  for  tbe 


forps  of  eoffiaeers;  which  was  read,  and  passed 
o  (He  aeeood  readiog. 

Mr.  Llotd  presented  the  petition  of  Nathaniel 
F.  Fosdick,  late  collector  of  the  district  of  Pert- 
tand  and  Falmonth.  paw  in  conficemeni,  at  ibt 
of  tbe  United  States,  in  Portland,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Maine,  and  praying  tbe  interpositioa  of 
Congress  OD  his  behalf^  for  the  reasons  tbereit 
staled ;  and  the  petition  was  read  and  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Llotd,  Bhao- 
,  and  CoTTS,  were  appointed  the  eommitiee. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


iherein  staled  ;  and  ihe  memorial  was  read,  and 
referrad  to  the  commiitee  appointed  on  ihe  ISlli 
December,  to  consider  tbe  petition  of  the  Pres- 
ident and  Directors  of  (he  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  on  the  same  subject.  The  manorial  is 
as  follows ; 

>Ue  Sentite 

UaiUd  atata,  the  n 

Dinctar*  of  tit  Bonk  of  New   Ytrk,  rttptetfuUg 

thouxUt.- 

That,  Hewini  wUt  soHcitade  the  qaeitioQ  new  ba- 
fiwe  font  iMnaraUe  H«iue*,  for  the  nnawal  of  the 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  tbe  United  States;  thqr  b«l  it     . 
dieir  dnty  h>  ezpresi,  with  all  mbniiasion,  their  santi- 
neoti  opoB  Hi*  anttiect. 

They  will  Dot  piesame  to  enter  into  an^  general  dis- 
cnsdon  of  the  alility  of  banking  inatitntiuu,  bat  wiU 
confine  their  obwrrstiaiu  to  thrue  points,  which  thur 
sitoalioD,  as  directors  of  a  bank,  gives  them^  perhaps 
pecnlisT  ulvintage*  in  judging  of. 

Tbay  view  the  inalitaUan  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  as  highly  nselhl  to  the  State  banks.  From  tbe 
extent  of  its  capital,  itsnumsrona  branches,  end.  above 
sll,  from  the  protection  of  the  Government,  it  is  enabled 
to  faeilitste  remitlancei  to  every  part  of  the  United 
Stttee,  to  equalise  the  biases  of  specie  capital  among 
the  dl&rent  cities,  end,  in  cases  of  any  sadden  pre*- 
sure  open  the  merchants,  to  ttsp  forwird  to  thoii  aid, 
in  B  degree  which  the  State  banki  are  nnable  to  do. 
It  ii  sleo  able  to  assist  any  State  institntion,  which, 
&om  peculiar  ewouautances,  nay  require  it. 

The  Bank  of  New  York  having  been  estaUidied 
prior  to  the  incorporatwu  of  the  Bank  of  tbe  United 
Btatee,  the  directors  htve  witneiMd,  from  Ihe  very 
eommsncement  of  the  branch  bank  in  this  city,  tlw 
influence  of  such  an  institution,  as  well  u  the  conduct 
of  those  to  whose  maDsgemeDt  it  htd  been  intrusted 
during  that  whole  period,  and  your  memorialist*  de- 
clare, with  confldenee,  that,  in  their  apiDioo,  that  power 
has  been  anifonolj  exerted  with  prudence,  as  it  re- 
spected the  public ;  with  greet  liberality  as  it  respected 
other  institutions. 

^  AtanTperiod,gTeatinconveniencesmnst ren^t ftoiB 
the  sodden  withdrawing  a  oonsidersble  portion  of  tbe 
active  capital  of  a  commercial  cowitry  ;  but,  in  the 
opinion  of  you  memorialisls,  such  an  event  would  be 
atlraded  with  peculiar  distress  at  the  prsMnt  time, 
when,  from  the  aggreaiions  of  foreign  Oovamments, 
.end,  and,  in 


IS  ways,  d 


■  Enn^,  and  when  the  met* 
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chuili,  from  the  enlwrrumenu  at  ocmunne^  ia  almoit 
(Teiy  qtinner,  ue  depiiTed  of  Owix  Diusl  rcMOicca. 
It  is  well  knowa  that  thera  naver  hu  been  a  grealar 
damuid  far  moDE;  in  the  eonunercial  citUi  Ihtn  attlie 
pnaent  timi,  tllhough  it  tppeara  Ihit  the  Bank  of  the 
UDited  Statea  hai  not  jet  coDuneiicei]  lltat  lednctioii 
of  ill  lOBua,  which  muat  take  place,  in  the  c«ae  of  the 
diartar  not  beiog  reoewed.  The  demamla  alreailj 
made  apon  the  State  banks  haie  pieised  Ihea  10  Iheir 
atmoat  timiti,  and,  EtDin  thaae  eauaiia,  tbey  will  be  at- 
tatlj  unable  to  aupply,  in  any  conaiderable  degree,  that 
aid  which  has  hitherto  been  aSoiJed  by  the  Bank  of 
ttie  United  Statea.  The  conaequancM  mmt  be,  Tery 
grrcat  and  iniliTidDal  distiesa,  and  heavy  loaaea,  u  well 
to  the  TBTenne  aa  to  all  the  moneyed  inMitntian*.  The 
renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank,  of  the  United 
Statea  will  render  soch  leductiona  unneceaaary,  and 
by  relieving  the  apprebennons  now  eidled  throogh 
almoat  every  claia  of  the  community,  roatore  that  con- 
fidence 10  esuntial  to  the  ayatam  of  public  credit,  wndei 
which  the  United  Statea  have  ao  mudi  pmapeted. 

Tonr  memoiialiita,  thecefbie,  oaonot  hut  hope  and 
lolicit  that  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  Unilad 
States  may  be  renewed. 

M.  CLARKBON,  FruidaU. 

Atlaat.'  Cam.aa  WiiKia,  Ciukitr, 

Od  motioD,  by  Mr.  Clat,  the  gBlleries  were 
cleared,  aad  the  doon  gf  the  Seoate  Chwnber 
closed. 

Wedhebdai,  JaDuatf  9. 

Mr.  Llotd  {ueaeoted  the  petitiDO  of  Ebeneeer 
Rollins,  or  BoatoD,  in  ibe  State  of  Maaaocbuseila, 
prtjing  ihe  inter poai lion  of  Coogress  on  his  be- 
balf  inrdatJoDtodebentares  onapareel  of  coffee 
by  bim  exported,  on  board  the  ship  Rebecca  Cof- 
fin, to  Qoitenborg,  withheld  by  the  oolJecior  of 
the  port  of  Boston,  owing  lo  informalilies  arising 
from  caiues  beyond  hia  control,  as  is  aiaied  in  the 
pelJlioD  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  to  whom  was  referred,  on  ihe  24th  of 
December,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  George  Armro  jd  and  Co.,"  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon. 

The  P^EaiDENT  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  espeodiinres 
>od  application  of  the  moneys  drawn  from  the 
Treasury  from  the  lit  of  October,  180S,  to  the 
30ih  of  September,  1810,  inclosiTe,  made  id  obe- 
dience (o  the  first  section  of  the  acl  paised  the  3d 
of  Much,  1809,  emitted,  "An  act  forlher  lo 
amend  the  several  acts  for  ibe  establiahraant  and 
regnlation  of  the  Treasury.  War,  and  N«ry  De- 
partments  ;"  and  the  repott  was  nad  for  eonitdet>- 

On  motion,  by  Hr.  Clat,  the  galleries  were 
cleared,  aod  tbe  doon  of  the  Senate  Chambei 
eloHd. 

THnitaDAT,  Janaary  10. 

The  bill  making  further  proTisfoo  for  the  corps 
of  eagineerii  was  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Pops,  the  galleries  were 
cleared  and  the  doors  of  tbe  Senate  Chamber 
closed  ;  and  after  the  consid  era  lion  of  the  Ezec- 
aiive  and  con&deolial  buainess,  the  doors  ef  tha 
Suate  Cbamher  were  opened. 


Ur.BmTH,  of  New  York,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  a  Dumber  of  citizens  of  the  United  Slates 
residing  in  tbe  cityof  New  York,  eigDcdjin  their 
behalf,  M.'Clarkson,  chairman,  and  praying  aa 
exienaioD  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  tbe  United 
States,  for  reasons  ibereio  stated ;  and  the  me* 
morial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  I6th  of  December  lo  consider 
Ihe  petition  of  the  PreMdent  and  Directors  of  the 
Bank  of  tbe  United  Stales  oo  the  same  subjecL 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  aa  in  Committee  of  ibe 
whole,  the  hill  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Wash 
ingion;  and  the  further  canaideralion  thereof  wu 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

GENERAL  WATNB. 

Mr.  Gbboq,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  ibe  petition  of  Isaac  Wayae,30D  and  eze< 
cutor  of  the  late  Major  General  Anthony  Wayne, 
made  report;  which  was  read)  and  tbe  report,  to- 
gether with  the  petition,  ordered  to  be  primed  for 
the  use  of  the  Beoaie.  The  Committee  report  as 
as  follows: 

That  th«y  have  eonaideTed  the  aaid  utaorial,  in 
which  are  stated  the  several  iteme,  cbaq«d  in  ^e  pid»- 
lie  accounts  againat  the  deceased,  and  fraai  which  the 
memorialist  praya  the  estate  of  the  deceased  may  be 
lelicvetl;  and  several  other  items  Air  which  he  cos- 
ceivee  the  deceased  entitled  to  credit.  That  Ihe 
grounds  ou  which  this  relief  and  allowance  are  prayed  - 
(or,  being  diitinctlj  itoied  in  the  memorial,  the  com- 
mittee deaire  it  may  be  oonaidered  as  s  part  of  their 
report ;  adding  only  that  they  have  elatnined  vtdum- 
inoiiB  documents  produced  by  Ihe  memorialiat,  whiak 
cmfirm  those  statemeota.  The  committee  being, 
therefore,  of  t^nion  that  he  ia  joatly  entitled  te.  the 
reUefand  allowance  prayed  for,  they  fuither  beg  leave 
to  report  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 

WiaerxeToa,  Jtmaary  7,  181 1. 
7b  Iht  bonombU  tkc  Staaie,  and  the  horwrabk  lit 

Houte  of  Stpraentativa  efthe   Vnited  SMe»  tf 

Jmuriea  in  Congrat  atttrnbltd,  kumbig  thavm  .■ 

Isaac  Wavne,  sou  and  eieeator  of  the  late  Major 
Qeneral  Anthony  Wsyne,  that  his  father,  after  ■  tifh 
dislingniahed  by  services  rendered  to  the  United  Statea, 
died  on  the  1  Sth  day  of  December,  t  T9S,  at  Fort  Erie ; 
that  his  letter-books  and  original  entries,  and  moat  of 
his  private  papers,  were,  owing  lo  tile  place  and  eircum- 
stances  in  which  he  died,  wbdly  l<Mt  to  his  bmily, 
though  eveiT  exertion  baa  been  inade  by  his  eiecotor 

That  soon  after  his  death,  your  petitioner  person- 
alty, and  subaeqnently  by  Utter,  apnlied  at  the  De- 
partmentof  Warfbr  aatstementoTUa  acconnta;  bat, 
owing  to  Oa  obaenri^  and  uncertainty  in  which  Ibay 
were  enveloped  by  Oe  place  and  drcamatancea  M 
Ua  ftlhar's  death,  he  was  never  able  to  obtain  sod  • 
statement;  andintlw  dally  hope  that  time, would  Mt 
iata  lus  poaaeealoii  satiafactory  vou Aen,  to  enable  him 
to  anbatantieta  his  claim  fbr  that  balance,  which,  be 
had  reason  to  believe,  was  due  to  him  from  the  United 
Slatai.  he  postpotMd  an  ultimate  settlement.  But  in 
Aat  hope  he  haa  btien  disappointed ;  and  tbe  Cmn^ 
tioller  of  the  Troaanty,  having  called  upon  faju, 
through  the  district  attorney  of  the  United  Btates,  fat 
the  payment  of  an  apparent  balanee,  on  the  books  of 
the  Treasury,  he  is  necCMiUted,  fcr  the  allowance  rf 
;clsins  navlting  &om  evidence  in  fta   possaefen  of 
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yovr  patiliona',  (fm  wbieh,  howsTar,  tli«  Toachen  te- 
qHuad  by  Ixw,  or  offidtl  rolei,  ars  inaaffieiatit,)  to  ra- 
■ort  to  the  jiutioa  and  eqnit;  of  the  Congrew  of  the 
UniUd  Sutei ;  in  ttw  exteilMoa  of  which,  tomrdi 
him,  he  retiea  with  foil  confidence,  after  the  particalan 
on  which  hi*  claim  ii  founded  haTe  bean  dininctlj 
■pread  before  them. 

Tbii  yoDT  petitioner  colicit*  liberty  to  do,  in  the  pies- 
ent  memoiial,  not  otilj  oat  of  regard  to  the  intereat 
of  the  hein  of  (Jensial  Wajne,  who  have  a  deepatake 
in  the  reanlt,  but  also  (ram  respect  to  an  officer  not 
more  diitinguiaheii  fcr  hia  courage  and  capacity  in  the 
field  than  for  hia  delicacy  and  preciaion  for  all  the  pe- 
cnniary  concerm  of  hii  department. 

The  difficnltiea  attending  the  lettietnent  of  lua  ac- 
connta  ariae  Iron  three  ileme,  charged  by  the  t^cera 
of  the  Treaiuiy,  erroneouaty,  in  the  opinion  of  yonr 
petitioner,  and  by  the  refusal  to  allow  certain  claima 
for  compenaation  and  adTaacel,  jutt  and  neceaaaiy  in 
their  nature,  though  not  inpported  by  legal  Touchers  ; 
the  want  of  which  nuulte  fiiia  the  nature  of  the  aer' 
vice,  or  the  eiicuimrtancsa  attanding  the  death  of  Qva- 
mnl  Wayne. 

The  fint  item,  to  whidi  yoar  petitioner  objecia,  ia  a 
diarge  of  9639  11.  Tbla  charge  ii  founded  on  an 
order,  drawn  bj  General  Wayne,  in  tkror  of  Captain 
Zebnlon  Pike,  a  sub^egionary  major  vro  tempore, 
which,  according  to  the  rolet  of  the  Department  of 
War,  cannot  be  allowed,  there  heTtng  been  a  anb- 
Ugionaiy  major  then  exiating.  But  yonr  petitioner, 
to  repel  this  charge,  has  thi>  evidence  :  tiiat  Captun 
Isaac  Gnion,  the  regular  lub-legiouary  major,  was  la- 
ken  out  of  actual  aerrice  by  civil  and  military  proeen  ; 
that  the  commander  had  an  authority  to  supply  the 
vacancy  thus  created;  and  that  aucb  appointment 
pro  tempore  took  place,  and  was  necessary,  inasmuch 
M  it  was  made  in  the  nionth  of  May,  1794,  when  the 
army  waa  about  to  march  into  the  Indian  covntry  upon 
Ihe  great  aerrice  of  that  year. 

The  aecond  item  ofdiaige,  to  which  yonr  petitioner 
objects,  amaunta  to  $305  04,  and  is  fiinnded  on  an 
order  in  bTor  of  Major  Thomas  Hughes.  This  charge 
has  been  debited  to  Oeneral  Wayne,  because  it  was 
for  pay  and  emolomantB  allowed  to  Hughes  after  resig- 
nation, to  which  time  only,  according  to  the  rules  of 
the  office,  he  waa  entitled  to  them.  To  thie  yonr 
petitioner  is  enabled  to  reply,  that  whenMajoi  Hughes 
reiigued.  be  wta  in  the  Indian  country,  and  that  the 
allowance  for  pay  and  emolDmente  after  that  period 
was  for  Uie  time  necessary  to  enUile  him  to  reach  the 
residence  of  hie  family  i  and  that  this  allowance  had 
alwayu  been  made  iit  like  cases  by  the  predecessors 
of  Qeneral  Wayne, 

The  third  item  is  for  meal,  flour,  liqnor,  and  email 
parts  of  rations,  drawn  from  the  commissary  general 
at  Greenviile,  Hiama,  and  Detroit,  in  August,  ^plem- 
ber,  and  November,  1796,  amounting  to  f  1,781  4G. 
Concarnbg  this  cfaarge^  your  petitioner  has  only  to 
observe  that  General  Wayne  was,  daring  those  months, 
at  those  posts,  snrrouodsd  by  crowds  of  starving  and 
uecesshaua  Indians,  which  it  was  the  policy  of  the 
United  States,  and  bis  dtity,  not  to  allow  to  sufier 
while  in  their  garrisons.  From  the  time,  manner,  and 
place  of  General  Wayne's  death;  from  the  known 
fact  that  he  nerer  drew,  at  any  time  dnring  his  com- 
mand, public  rations  for  his  private  table ;  from  tiie 
long  period  which  baa  elapsed  without  any  fault  of  his 
representatives ;  and  from  the  other  circumstances  in 
his  CMe,  your  petitioner  confidently  laliea  tlut  tha  ac- 


connting  officers  will  be  directed  to  credit  General 
Wayne's  estate  for  the  fill]  amount  of  this  item. 

The  first  claim  for  allowance  made  by  yoar  peti- 
tioDcr,  as  representative  of  General  Wayne,  and  which 
the  ofiicers  of  the  Treasury  do  not  deem  themselves 
authorized  to  pass  to  his  credit,  is  a  charge  for  compen- 
sation, as  sole  commisdoaci,  appointed  &r  negotiating 
a  treaty  with  the  western  Indians.  It  appears  by  an 
account  enrrent,  filed  in  the  office  of  the  IJepirtment  of 
War,  on  the  4th  of  Jane,  179S,  that  General  Wayne 
charged  the  United  Btatea  with  five  hundred  and 
thirty-four  days'  servieea,  in  that  negotiation,  at  eight 
dollars  the  day,  being  the  atatnte  allowance  ;  and  that, 
by  »  CMiiflcate  annexed,  he  declared  upon  honor,  in 
these  worda,  "  that  the  sum  mentioned  for  my  actual 
service  as  sole  commisaioncr  to  treat  with  the  Indian 
tribes  northweat  of  the  Ohio,  (and  which  I  believe  are 
made  agreeably  to  the  uniform  usage  and  practice), 
and  supported  by  precedent  upon  similar  occasiona,) 
would  not  compensate  me  for  the  extra  labor  and  ei> 
penaea  neceasarily  attending  that  arduous  and  inter- 
esting business."  The  objection  made  against  thie 
allowance  is  founded  on  an  opinion  given,  as  ■■  sup- 
posed, by  one'of  the  Attorney  Qenerala  of  the  United 
Slates  objecting  tn  the  allowance,  because  Oeneral 
Wayne  had  not  "stated  each  day  actually  employed 
in  paeifie  negotiation."  To  wbidi  the  petitioner  haa 
only  to  reply  that  such  a  detailed  (tatement  was  mani- 
festly impossible.  That  General  Wayne,  dnring  all 
that  time,  was  employed  in  both  tha  office*  of  Com- 
mand«'-iD-chief,  and  of  commiisioDeT ;  that  he  haa  it 
in  bis  power  to  show  that,  from  the  Akj  ot  hk  reel- 
ing his  commissioa,  to  the  day  of  hia  completing  Iha 
treaty,  hs  was  enagaged  in  suceessive  aeUi  of  negoti*- 
tion ;  and  that  it  could  not  be  eipected,  in  anch  • 
service,  that  he  should  make  a  daily  entry,  when  ha 
made  nae  of  the  sword,  and  when  ha  presented  the 
olive  branch. 

YoDT  petitioner  ha4  also  farther  to  state,  that  Gene- 
ral Wayne,  immediately  sAer  filing  the  above  account 
and  making  the  above  certificate,  waa  ordered  upon 
services  of  a  secret  and  critical  nature,  and  that  he 
never  afterwards  returned  to  bia  family,  dying  in  th« 
western  wilderness,  as  haa  been  stated.  AU  which 
circamstanoes  being  tsken  Into  your  wise  and  just  con- 
sideration, wilt,  your  petitioner  confidently  hopes,  in- 
dace  yonr  honorable  body  to  authorize  the  proper  ac- 
counting officer  to  pass  Uiat  sum  alto  to  the  credit  of 
General  Wayne. 

Another  claim,  resnlting  from  the  evidence  in  the 
poeaeasion  of  your  petitioner,  but  which  is  legally  in- 
safficienl  to  justify  the  officers  of  the  Treasaiy  in  al- 
lowing it,  is  fbr  the  amount  of  91, SOO.  The  evidence 
on  which  this  rests  is  a  certificate  of  General  Wayne, 
made  on  tbe  1 0th  day  of  June,  1796,  the  day  on  which 
he  left  bis  family  for  the  last  time.  It  being  precan- 
tionary  in  its  nature,  and  for  eitra  eipenaee  on  ac- 
count of  the  Indiana,  at  the  tnwty,  while  engaged  aa 
commissioner,  your  petitioner  has  no  other  voucher 
than  that  cartificate,  tbe  known  circumstances  of  that 
negotiation,  and  the  express  provisions  of  the  act  of 
Congress  contempts  ling  such  an  expenditure. 

The  laal  claim  is  for  an  allowance  on  account  of 
moneys  expended  on  the  service  in  which  he  died,  be- 
ing for  contingencies  of  secret  service  and  the  Indian 
department.  It  appears,  by  the  certificate  last  men- 
tioned, that,  (br  these  pntposes,  on  the  8th  day  of 
June,  1796,  Oeneral  Wayne  rocuved  from  Ihe  Becr^ 
taiy  of  War  *3,0D0,  Jbi  whidt  he  wti 
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orden,  on  ■  concern  of  t,  rerj  drlicsU,  confidential, 
and  iinportuit  natare ;  ttut  he  complaieil  the  objecta 
of  his  miuioD  ;  thai,  in  the  coune  of  it,  be  mult  here 
expended  coniidertble  mm  tai  die  object*  on  (ccount 
of  which  tb«  adfuice  wu  madei  that  the  nature  of 
the  Berries  made  each  adiancu  inevitable ;  and  Ibat, 
on  the  death  of  General  Wajne,  not  a  aingla  dallai  of 
money  of  any  deactiplion  waa  found  in  hie  poaaenion. 
'When  all  theae  cu'cmnattncee  are  taken  into  con- 
■ideratioB;  wbea  the  pecoliar  aconrac;  of  iii>  charac' 
tor,  and  hk  high  principles  of  honor,  in  niation  to  pub- 
lic mone^i  intnuted  lo  him,  are  recolledad ;  wbeD  i' 
ia  known  that  he  ma  uiied  in  Ibe  laidit  of  actnat  aai 
vic«,  in  fal\  health,  bj  a  diaorder  which,  "  at  once  dii 
qaalified  him  from  apeaking  concerning  all  temporal 
soncemi  j"  and  thai  the  time  and  jriace  of  bb  Math 
have  predodcd  abaotntelj  hia  tepteaeattlJTea  finm  ob- 
taining bialeUer  hooka,  and  uoMof  hiipriTatapapen: 
joiU'  petitioner  haa  an  entire  reliance  that  jonr  bonor 
able  bodr  will  not  deem  iclaini  of  aa  allowance,  equal 
to  the  whole  amonnt  of  the  laat  mentioned  advance,  ii 
•qnitalde  or  unreaaonable.  , 

Tour  petitioner  conld  recor  to  olber  circumatanci 
than  tboae  which  are  thna  detailed  in  his  petition.  He 
could  Btate  that  hia  faUier,  after  manj  jena  devoted  to 
public  aertice,  withent  %oj  charge  of  eitraTagaQce  or 
disaipation  in  pecuniary  eoncema,  left  only  to  hja  diil- 
dren  a  real  eatate  received  from  hia  ancefrtora.  He 
could  recur  tt>  the  natote  of  thoee  aervicea,  aa  eminent 
aa  they  ware  naefiil;  bat  to  name  them  would  be  to 
intimate  that  they  conld  be  forgotten  by  hia  coantry. 
Hia  aon,  yonr  petitioner,  can  only  oipreai  hia  perfect 
confidence  tfaattbewiadom  and  joetice  of  the  National 
Legialatnra  will  reliere  Hie  settlement  of  the  account  or 
ao  diatingaiahed  a  dliien  and  soldier  from  merely  for- 
mal embarraaamenta,  and  extend  to  it  the  principlea  ol 
a  liberal  policy  and  extenaive  equity. 

ISAAC  WAYNE, 
L^ai  rtprtteHta/iee  ef  Ihe  hit 

Miget  General  Wiyne. 
Mr.  OHEoa  alio  {\irther  reported  a  bill  for  the 
lelief  of  the  heirs  of  the  late  Major  General  An- 
thony Wayne;  and  the  bilt  waaread,  and  passed 
to  the  second  readtng. 

The  Senate  resamed,  fta  to  GommiKee  of  thi 
Whole,  the  bill  suthorizinr  the  sale  and  graitt  of 
a  certain  qnaniity  of  pubFic  land  lo  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Delaware  Canal  Company ;  and.  after 
progreaa,  the  Senale  adjoained. 

Friday,  January  11. 

The  Senate  raaumed  the  bill  anthorizing  ifaL 
■ale  and  ffrani  of  a  certain  quantity  of  public 
land  to  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Capal 
Company.  On  the  qaeation,  Shall  thia  bill  be 
eo^ssed  and  read  a  third  lime?  it  wm  deter- 
mined Id  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  returned,  ai  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  hilt  for  the  benefit  of  seamen  of  the 
tJniled  Slate*;  and,  on  moljonj  by  Mr.  Dira,  it 
wai  referred  lo  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of 
fite  members,  to  consider  and  report  thereon; 
and  Messrs.  DaN*,  Llotd,  Braolbt,  Qilhah, 
and  Smith,  DrMaryland.weieappointedihe  com' 
millee. 


Mr.  Cahpbell,  from  the  commiltee  to  whom 
was  referred  Ihe  bill  to  authorize  ibe  surveying 
and  making  of  certain  roads  in  the  Stale  of  Ohio, 
as  coniemplaied  by  the  treaty  of  Brownstown,  in 
the  Territory  of  Michigan,  reported  the  bill  with 
an  amendment. 

Mr.  Leib,  from  the  commiltee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  eniilled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
George  Armroyd  and  Co."  reported  the  bill  with- 
out amendmeoi. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committea  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  making  further  provision  for  tfas 
corps  of  engineers.  On  the  qQeslion,  Shall  this 
bit!  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  1  it  paaaed 
in  theafhrmatire. 

Mr.  Leib,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  on  the  9th  instant, asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
£beoezer  Rollias;  and  the  bill  wa*  read  and 
passed  to  tbe  second  reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  CaaHPLiif,  the  galleriea 
were  cleared,  and  the  doors  of  the  Senate  Cham- 
ber closed ;  and  having  considered  the  coofiden- 
lial  business,  the  doors  were  opened. 

Tbe  bill  for  ibe  relief  of  Ihe  heirs  of  the  late 
Major  General  Anthony  Wayne  was  read  tbe 
second  time;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Laia,  it  was 
agreed  that  it  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to- 

Mr.  Pope,  from  the  committee  lo  whom  waa 
referred  tbe  bill  autboriztnga  subscription  on  tbe 
part  of  ihe  Uoited  Stales  to  the  slock  of  tbe  Ohio 
Canal  Company,  reported  it  without  amendmenl. 
On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  • 
— A^  .i,;.j  .; — 1  i,pa„ed  in  tbe  aSrmaUve. 


read  a  third  li 


Batdhdat,  January  12. 

The  Pkesideht  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  War  in  compliance  with  the  act 
of  the  21bI  of  April,  1808,  of  two  statements  com- 
prehending contracts  made  by  the  Secretary  of 
War  and  those  made  by  the  Purveyor  of  PubUo 
Supplies ;  and  the  report  was  read. 

Mr.  CcTTS,  from  ihe  committee,  reported  the 
bill  authorizine  the  sale  and  grant  of^a  ceruin 

Suanlity  of  public  land  to  the  Chesapeake  and 
Delaware  Canal  Company  correctly  engrossed ; 
and  tbe  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  and  paned. 

Mr.  CuTTB,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  authorizing  a  subscription  on  tiie  part  of  the 
United  Stales  to  the  stock  of  the  Qbio  Canal 
Company  correctly  engrossed ;  and  the  bill  wa* 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Gt)TT8,  from  the  committee,  also  teporled 
Ihe  bill  making  further  provision  for  tbe  corps  of 
engineers  correctly  engrossed  ;  and  tbe  bill  was 
read  the  third  time;  end  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Smitb,  of  Maryiand.  Ibe  black  was  filled  with 
tbe  words  "fineen  thoojand." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bsent,  that  tbe  bill  be  le- 
committed  to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of 
Eve  members,  further  to  consider  and  report 
thereon,  ic  was  determined  in  the  affirmative- 
yeas  16,  nays  13,  as  follows : 

TiAa— Maasra.  Bradley,  Brent,  Campbell,    Cl*y> 
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Condit,  Crairfoid,  Vma,  FruiIdiD,  (iullud,  Gntgg, 
Pmo,  Heed,  T«il,  Taylor,  Wbiiaside,  and  WorUiiDgton. 

Nats— Meun.  Chunplin,  Cutu,  Gvmui,  Gilmaii, 
Goodrich,  LambeK,  Leib,  Llojd,  MathewDon,  Picker- 
ing, Robinaoa,  Smilli  of  Maiyland,  and  Bmith  of  Nev 
Tork. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Shith  of  Mar^lsod, 
Bbent,  Oilman,  Bradley,  and  Cbawfobd,  be 
ibe  committer. 

The  bill  for  (he  relief  of  Ebeoeier  Roliina  was 
read  the  tecond  lime. 

The  Senate  resomed,  as  in  ComiDittee  of  (be 
Whole,  the  bill,  emitted  "Ad  act  for  the  relief 
(rf  George  Armroj'd  and  Co.  f  and  the  bill  was 
passed  to  the  second  rradio^. 

The  Senate  resumed,  ai  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  the 
^te  Major  Oeaeral  Antbonjr  Wayne.  On  the 
qaestion,  Shalt  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time?  it  passed  ia  the  affirmaiire.  Tbe 
bill  was  then  read  the  third  time  bf  nDaoimous 
consent,  and  passed. 

The  followiog  Message  was  received  from  tbe 
pREBiDENT  Or  THE  Unitbb  Statbs  ; 
7b  llu  Senate  and  Hmtie  of 

R^Tuentative*  of  tht  Vhiftd  Statet  .■ 

I  trannnit  to  Coagieu  copie*  of  a  lettar  tma  tbe 
neuter  Plcnipotentiai?  of  tbe  United  Stitei  at  Lon- 
don, to  tbe  8«cretai7  of  Btati,  and  of  another  trom 
tha  saoiB  to  tbe  British  SecretaiY  for  Foreign  Afiairs. 
JAMES  MADISON. 

jAUVAni  13,  ISlt. 

The  Meuage  and  commnnicaiiona  were  read 
and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 
*  Oa  motion  by  Mr.  CtrrTs,  tbe  galleries  were 
cleared,  and  the  doon  of  the  Senate  Chamber 
closed. 

Monday,  Jantiar)'  14. 

Jambs  Tdrnib,  from  tbe  Stale  of  North  Car- 
olina, took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resnmed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  ^c  bill  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Po- 
(oniRc;  and  (he  President  baring  reported  it  to 
Ibe  House  as  amended,  on  the  queaiioD,  Shall 
Ibis  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  as 
amended?  it  wu  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Wash, 
ington;  and  the  President  having  reported  it  to 
tbe  Hotise  amended,  on  the  oueauon.  Shall  ibis 
bill  be  eDgroucd  and  read  a  tnird  time  as  ameiKl' 
«d?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmatire. 

The  following  Meaiage  waa  received  from  the 
PxaaiDBHT  OF  THE  United  States  : 
To  tkt  Smote  and  Shute  of 

R^eientativtM  of  lie  United  Stateti 

I  transmit  to  Congiest  a  repoit  from  the  Borreyor 
of  tha  Pnblic  Building*,  relotiTe  to  tbe  progress  an-* 
present  state  of  them. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

jAnnABi  14,  1811. 

The  Seoate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to 
the  Farmers'  Bank  of  Aleiandria ;  and  the  Pres- 
ident haTiDg  reported  ii  to  the  House  amended, 


on  the  qiieiiion,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  as  amended  7  it  was  determined 

the  affirmative. 

The  Message  and  report  were  read  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  con«ideraiion. 

Tbe  following  Message  was  also  received  from 
the  Pbbbioent  op  tbe  United  States  : 
lb  the  Smote  and  Houee  of 

RepreMentataxt  of  the  United  Statet. ■ 

I  traninnit  to  Congress  an  account  of  the  contingent 

penses  of  tbe  Oovemaeiit  for  the  jear  one  thonsand 
•igbt  bundred  and  ten. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Jaitdabi  14,  ISll. 


tbe  resotuiioQ  of  the  Senate  for  the  appointment 
of  a  joint  committee  on  the  arrangementa  for  the 
Library,  and  have  appointed  a  commit  tee  on  their 
part. 

The  Pbbsident  communieated  the  report  of 
the  BeereUrr  of  War,  in  compliance  with  llie 
fifth  section  of  the  act  to  regulate  and  fii  tbe 
compensation  of  clerks,  passed  the  21al  April, 
1806 ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  (o  lie  for  eon- 
sideration. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Wobtbinoton, 

Retolted,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  if  any,  and.  If  any,  what,  forther  provi- 
sions or  alterations  me  necessary  for  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  public  lands  of  tbe  United  States,  and 
that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  WosTHiMaTOM,  Pops, 
and  Bbaplbt,  be  the  committee. 

On  motion:  by  Mr.  Cbawfobd, 

Remlved,  Tfaa(  (he  letter  from  the  SecreUry 
of  tbe  Treosary,  traDsraittiug  a  aiatement  of 
claims  allowed  at  the  Treasury  Department,  and 
his  report,  prepared  agreeably  to  a  lesolutioo  of 
the  Senate  of  May  Isl,  1810,  on  claims  barred  by 
tbe  limiutioDs  heretofore  esiablished,  be  referred 


The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  autboiize  the  stirveyiog  and 
making  certain  roads  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  as 
contemplated  by  the  liealy  of  Brownslown,  in 
the  .Territory  of  Michigan,  logeiber  with  tba 
amendment  reported  by  the  select  committee; 
and  having  agreed  thereto,  the  Preaideot  reported 
the  bill  to  tbe  House  amended  accordingly.  On 
the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  eogroued  and 
read  a  time  as  amended  7  it  was  determined  in 
tbe  affirmative. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bbaolby,  the  galleries  were 
cleared,  aad  the  doors  of  the  Seoale  Chamber 


ToESDAY,  January  15. 
The  engrossed  bill  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of 
Potomac  waa  read  tbe  third  time,  and  passed. 


IV  Google 


mSTOBY  OT  00KGBB86. 


U 


Jaroaht,  1811. 


SSMATS. 


Mr.  CoTTa,  from,  the  eommiitee,  rsportcd  thi 
bill  to  iacorpoTita  the  Bftnk  of  WithinpoD  cor 
teetif  ■DgroMMl)  knd  the  bill  was  lead  the  third 
limr,  and  paued. 

Mr  Con's,  from  the  eommUtae,  alto  reported 
th«  bill  to  authorize  the  ■urrryiog'  and  makiag 
of  ecriala  roads  in  the  Slate  of  Ohio,  as  cootem- 
plsted  b*  the  treaty  of  Browottown,  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Michigan,  correctly  engroaaed  ;  aad  the 
bill  was  read  the  third  titoe  and  passed. 

The  bill,  aniilled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
George  Araiord  and  Company,"  waa  read  (he 
tbird  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  reramed,  as  in  Coatraitteeof  the 
Whole,  the  biH  for  the  relief  of  Bbeneeer  Rollin. 


Mr.  QiUfAN,  A'am  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  toineorporaieihe  snbioribera  totheFarmert' 
Baak  of  Alexandria  correctly  eD^oased ;  and 
the  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  sad  passed. 

Mr,  Bbadlbt  prnenicd  the  petition  of  Gagene 
de  I.eiizen<lorfer,  a  native  of  Tyrol,  bow  a  citi- 
zea  of  the  City  of  Washingtoo,  to  the  District  of 
Columbia,  aiatiog  that  he  served  as  {nspeclor 
Geacral  and  Chic?  Bngineer,  in  the  army  or  Oea- 
«rat  Baton  in  Barbary,  wichoot  reeeivins  any 
compeosatioa;  and  praying  u  portion  of  latid 
may  be  aMigned  him,  or  lorae  peeaniary  com- 
pensaiion,  as  a  reward  for  his  serriees,  for  reat- 
ona  elated  at  large  in  the  petition ;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  a  street  committee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  tbereoa  by  bill  or  oiherwise,  and 
Meurs.  Bhidlet,  Qaaaa,  and  SHtra  of  Mary- 
land,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Tne  galleries  were  then  cleared,  and  the  doors 
of  the  Beiiata  Chamber  closed. 

Wkdrgsdis,  Janoary  18. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland,  from  tbe  committee 
appointed  on  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  to  incor- 
porate the  Union  Bank  of  Qeorgelown;  which 
was  read,  and  passed  to  a  lecood  reading. 

Mr.  HoBBBT,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  for  tbe  relief  of  £bene2er  Rollins  correctly 
engrosaed;  and  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time, 
noa  passed. 

Mr.  Llotd,  from  the  committee  to  whom  were 
referred  the  amendmenU  of  the  House  of  Uep- 
resealatives  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  aua- 
peod  the  second  section  of  the  act,  entitled  'An 
act  regutatiog  foreign  coins,  and  for  otbcr  par- 
poaes,    reported  d isaaieem en t  thereto. 

On  motion,  by  l/ii.  B«adi,by,  it  was  agreed 
thai  the  consideration  iheteof  be  the  order  of  the 
day  for  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Repreaenlatirea 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Uonae  hare  passed 
a  hill,  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  the  penple  of 
the  Territory  of  Oileaoa  to  form  a  Constitution 
and  State  Gorernmeut,  and  for  the  admiBfion  of 
such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footinK 
with  tbe  origiaat  States,  and  for  other  purpoaet;" 
in' which  bill  they  desire  tbe  concnrrence  of  tbe 
Seaate. 

llUiCoN.  SdSsss. — 1 


The  bill  last  mantioaed  waa  read,  and  passed 
to  tbe  Eccond  reading. 

Mr,  Smith  of  New  York,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "Ap  net 
to  authorize  the  Seeretary  of  War  to  ascertain 
and  settle,  by  the  appointmeDi  of  eomraiuionera, 
the  exterior  line  of  ihe  public  land  at  West 
Point,  with  the  adjoining  proprietor,"  reported 
(he  bill  withoot  amaodmeot,  aod  it  was  ordoed 
to  the  third  reading. 

Mr.  IjBis,  from  the  commiltee  to  whom  was 

referred  the  bill  for  the  establishment  of  a  quae 

termaaiei's  depertiHent,reporwd  it  without  amani- 

meat,  and  the  bill  was  cooaidared  as  in'  Commit- 

of  the  Whole.    On  Ihe  question,  Shkll  thia 


Mr.  Dana,  from  the  eommittee  appointed  to 
consider  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  coiMeming 
the  eommuDicatioD  by  water  along  Ihe  northern 
confines  of  Ihe  United  Slates;  and  the  bill  was 
twice  read  by  unanimous  consent,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  Friday  next. 

TaoRsDaY,  January  17. 
The  Senate  assembled ;  and,  on  molioo,  by  Mr. 
Oilman,  adjourned  to  eleven  o'clock  to-iDorxow 
morning. 

Friday,  Jantiary  18. 
Mr.  Leib,  from  the  eommittee  to  wboiD  waa 
referred,  on  tbe  1th  insUiot,  tbe  petition  of  John 
Bioren  and  others,  on  the  subject,  asked  and  ob- 
tained leare  lo  bring  in  a  bill  auiboriziug  a  snb- 
scripiioa  for  tbe  laws  of  the  United  Slates,  and 
fbr  the  distribotion  thereof.    And  the  lull  wa* 


Qeorgetown  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  eoiilled  "An  act  lo  enable  the  people 
of  the  Territory  of  Orleans  to  form  a  Constitu- 
tion and  State  GoTernment,  and  for  tbe  admis- 
sion of  such  Slate  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
fooling  with  the  original  States,  and  for  other 
purposes;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  fire  members, 
to  consider  and  report  ihereou ;  and  Messrs.  Tait, 
Bayard,  Goodbich,  Clay,  and  Obeqo,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 
Mr.  Llotd  submilied  the  following  motion : 
Sttohed,  That  the  President  ofthsUmlcd  Stales 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  an 
accODct  of  all  the  property  heretofbrs  tMlongin^  to  tbe 
Oa*em)neDt>  in  any  of  the  cilixeni  or  subjects  of 
Great  Britain  or  Franos,  or  their  dependencin,  wbiA 
has  been  confiscated  under  the  opention  of  the  act  of 
the  United  SUtes,  of  March  1st,  1M8,  "to  Interdict 
he  commerdal  intarconrse  between  the  Uailsd  States 
jnd  Giaat  Britain  and  France,"  or  under  tbe  law  oC 
Ihe  1st  of  May,  IBIO,  relative  U>  an  IntanMUise  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  said  cooulries;  also, 
BD  ■txount  of  tbe  goads,  wares,  and  laerehandise,  in- 
ported  into  tbe  United  Btates  &Mn  tantgn  eonntnea, 
batwesn  tba  first  of  April,  1809,  and  81st  December, 
1610,  distiDBoUbtng  between  the  amount  imparted  ua 
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■nil  brngn  vnwis,  and  ipeM^ing  the 
a  which  tbe  IktCer  balongad. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  ael  to  aathorize  ihe 
Beeretarj  of  War  to  aacertain  and  settle,  bf  ibe 
Kppoinimetii  of  coianiiMiaaer*,  the  eiterior  line 
of  the  pablie  land  at  West  Point  with  ibe  ad- 
joioiDg  proprialor,"  was  read  the  ibird  time,  and 
psued. 

Hr.  Tatlor  inbrnitted  the  followiiir  molion : 

Raobied,  That  a  committet  ba  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediencT  of  anthoriiing  hj  law  the 
tnniftr  of  so  much  of  the  ttock  ttandiog  to  the  credit 
of  in;  8t>t^  panauitto  the  report  of  die  Cominiiuon- 
cn  for  ■eltUng  the  accoonte  between  tbe  [Jnited  BtatM 
and  indiiidusl  Statee,  and  the  act  pcHed  thereon,  en- 
titled '*An  act  making  proTieJon  for  the  pajlnent  of 
die  intareit  on  Ihe  balaucea  doe  to  caitain  State*  upon 
a  final  •ettlemcat  of  aooMUtt  batweea  the  United 
States  and  the  indtTidual  StatM,"  to  ereditor*  of  auch 
State,  Kbo  were  inch,  prior  to  Ihe  let  of  Jntj,  1793, 
•■  maj  be  oeceuaij  to  aatiiiy  their  le^ecCive  de- 
mands; and  that  the  Mid  conunittee  have  leaie  to 
report  by  bill 

Tbe  SeDate  resumed  the  consideraliou  of  the 
repoit  of  the  select  committee  to  whom  were  re- 
farred  the  ameadments  of  the  Hoaie  of  Repre- 
Kntatires  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  aunpeod 
tbe  eeeond  section  of  the  act,  entitled  'An 


coDsideratioa  of  tbe  bill  was  postponed  to  ihi 
£rst  Mooday  in  June  nest. 

Tbe  engroMed, bill  for  i^e  ejlablishment  of  i 
quartermaster's  department  was  read  Ibe  third 
time;  and  the  further  coasideralion  thereof  woi 
postponed  to  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

Toe  mlleries  were  then  cleared,  aad  the  door* 
of  the  Senate  Chamber  closed. 


MoHD&T,  January  21. 
On  motioD,  by  Mr.  Leib, 

Saolved,  That  the  joint 


.  .        ,  ,         appointed 

by  the  Senate  aad  House  of  BepresentatiTcs  re- 
specting the  library  belonging;  to  Oonrreas.  be 
dirtctedto  inquire  into  the  ei^iency  of  making 
proTision  for  the  permanent  safe-keeping  of  the 
book*. 

Hr.  Shitb  of  Maryland,  presented  tbe  memo- 
rial of  D.  Winchester,  on  bekalf  of  the  Baltimore 
Inauraace  Company,  praying  a  renewal  of  the 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stalex,  for 
reasons  mentioned  ac  large  in  the  memorial; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  an  the  18ih  of  December,  lo  consider 
the  pelitioD  of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the 
Ban^  of  the  United  States  on  the  same  subject. 

Mr.  Bbadlbt  presented  the  petition  of  Mosei 
Austin  and  John  R.  Jones,  stating  that  they 
hare  been  employed  for  thirteen  years  past  in 
the  mining  and  ameltinE  of  lead  on  a  tract  of 
land  in  the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  at  Mine  a 
Burton,  of  which  thejare  legally  seized  in  fee 
hy  Tirtue  of  a  grant  from  the  Spaniib  Govern' 
ment.  Thai  for  want  of  funds,  they  are  unable 
to  work  Ihe  mine,  *a  adrtotageoaily  to  them- 


setres  and  the  public,  as  they  (from  long  experi- 
ence) are  confioced  is  praeticabie.  That  they 
are  desirous  of  forming  a  company  to  raise  a 
capital  to  enable  them  to  extend  their  operations, 
and  praying  that  a  law  may  be  passed  incorpo- 
ratiog  tbeni,  and  such  other  persons  as  shall 
hereafter  subacribe  to  tbe  said  institution.  And 
the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise ;  and  Messrs.  BBAOt.ET,  Gaioo,  and 
FsAKKLiif ,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Hr.  BaanLKT,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  15th  initant,  the  petition  of 
John  Eugene  Leitzendorfer,  repotted  a  bill  mak- 
ing compensation  to  John  Eugene  Leitsendorfer, 
for  services  rendered  to  the  United  State*  in  the 
war  with  Tripoli ;  which  waa  read,  and  passed  to 
a  second  reading. 

The  PsBSiDBNT  laid  before  the  Senate  tbe  me- 
morial of  the  Legislat ire  Council  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  tbe  Indiana  Territery,  pray 
ing  sundry  modifications  of  the  law  relating  to 
the  public  lands  of  the  United  States,  the  remis- 
sion of  the  iniereat  upon  instalments  which  hare 
not  been  paid  up,  and  that  the  purchasers  be 
allowed  a  further  time  for  payment,  for  reasons 
stated  at  large  in  the  memorial ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  the  14ih 
instant,  to  inquire  what  further  provisions  or 
alterations  are  necessary  for  the  oispocition  of 
public  lands  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Lloto,  from  tbe  committee  appointed  the 
8th  instant  on  the  petition  of  Nathaniel  P.  Fos- 
dick,  reported  a  bill  aoihorizlDg  the  discharge  of 
Nathaniel  F.  Fosdick  from  his  impriaonmeni ; 
which  waa  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Dana,  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Mills,  presented  on  the  7th  instant,  was  re- 
[erred  to  a  select  committee,  to  report  thereon 
by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and  Messrs.  Daita,  Tatlor, 
and  Oilman,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tha 
Whole,  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Union  Bank 
of  Qeoi^town:  and  the  President  having  re- 
ported it  to  the  House  amended,  on  the  question, 
SbsUthis  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time 
as  amended  1  it  was  determined  in  the  affirma- 

The  Senate  resumed,  at  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  bill  concerning  the  communication 
by  water  along  the  couBnes  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  President  having  reported  it  to  tbe 
Honse  amended,  on  the  queslion,  Shall  this  bill 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  as  Btnended? 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  on  the  18ih  initant,  by  Mr.  Llotd  ; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

The  Senate  resumed  tbe  consideration  of  the 
motion  mide  on  the  ISih  instant,  by  Mr.  Tat- 
LOH ;  which  was  agreed  to ;  and  Messrs.  Tatlor, 
Lloto,  and  Bradi^bv,  virere  appointed  the  com- 


On  motion,  by  Mr.  Clat,  (one  of  the  majority,) 

lat  the  vote  of  postponement,  passed  the  ISlh 

inaun^  on  the  bill  for  the  establishment  of  a 
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Senati . 


qaartermaglRT'*  department,  be  re  considered,  it 
wras  delermioed  in  the  negitive — yeas  10,  Difi 
16,  as  follows: 

Ykai— Menn.  Chunplb,  Claj,  Cntta,  Dmis,  Good- 
rich, Orcgg,  Lsib,  Smith  of  Hujiuid,  Whittnde,  ind 
WOTttalntton. 

Nats— HMan.  Banrd,  Bfadlej,  Cunpben,  Cou- 
dit,  Crawford,  Fnnkiui,  GuUaid,  Oiloua,  Lunbart, 
Ltord,  MathewKm,  nckaring,  Bosd,  Tslt,  Ttjlor,  utd 


TDieoAT,  Janaary  S2. 

Mr.  Dana,  from  the  eommillee  appointed  yes- 
terday  oa  the  petition  of  Wiltiam  Mills,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Mills ;  which  was 
lead,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  CuTTB,  from  the  commiltee,  reported  the 
bill  to  incorporate  the  Union  Bank  of  Oeorge- 
towD,  eorrectljr  engroued  ;  and  the  bill  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  paased. 

Mr.  Cdtti,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  concerning  tbeeommanieatioQ  by  water  along 
the  northern  confine*  of  the  Uaiiea  States  cor- 
rectly engrossed ;  and  the  bill  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  Pbebidbht  eommanicaled  the  genera]  ac- 
count of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Slates,  from 
October  Ist,  180S,  to  October  1st,  1810;  as,  also, 
the  accaanu  of  the  War  and  Narr  Departments 
for  the  sama  period;  together  witn  the  report  of 
the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasniy  thereon; 
which  were  read. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  Ocean  Insurance  Company,  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  praying  a  renewal  of  the  char- 
ter of  the  Bank  of  (he  United  States  for  reasons 
mentioned  in  the  memorial;  whien  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  the  ISih 
of  December,  to  consider  the  peiition  of  the  Pres- 
ident and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  on  the  same  inbject. 

The  bill  making  compensation  to  John  Engene 
Leilzendorfer,  for  services  rendered  the  United 


State  of  Kentucky,  praying  encoaraffement  by 
protecting  dnlies  and  otherwise,  in  the  manner 
and  for  Ine  reasons  therein  mentioned  at  large ; 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed  for  the  ase  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Anderson  presented  the  petition  of  Benja- 
min Sioddeti  and  Thomas  Bwell,  directors  of 
the  Qeorgelown  Potomac  Bridge  Company,  pray- 
ing that  an  act  may  pass,  aotborizingihe  directors 
of  the  company  to  call  on  the  stockholders  for  such 
additional  payments  on  the  shares  as  will  enable 
the  company  to  repair  the  bridge,  for  reasons 
staled  at  large  in  the  petition ;  wbieh  was  read, 
and  referrea  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and 
Messrs.  Akderson,  Piceeriho,  and  Tait,  were 
appointed  the  cominittee. 

The  Benata  resumed,  u  ia  Committee  of  the 


Whole,  the  bill  to  anthoiize  a  subscription  for 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  for  the  distri- 
bution thereof;  and  the  President  having  report- 
ed It  to  the  Honse  amended,  the  further  consid- 
atioa  thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Wbdhebdat,  January  23. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Hills  was 
read  the  second  time.  On  the  question.  Shall  ihta 
bill  ha  eogroaaed  and  read  a  third  time?  it  waa 
delennined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resnmed.  as  in  Comraitleeof  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  antnorize  a  sabscription  for 
the  laws  of  the  United  Slates,  and  for  tbe  dislribo- 
tion  thereof;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  AHDBnHON, 
it  was  postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in  Decem- 
ber next. 

The  Senate  resaroed,  as  ia  CoDmitlee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  authorizing  the  discharge  orNe- 
thaniel  F.  Foadick  from  bis  imprisonment ;  and. 
OB  the  qaesiioD,  Shall  thia  bill  be  engrossed  and 
read  the  third  time?  it  was  determined  In  the 
affirmative. 

The  Senate  mnmed,  as  in  Committee  of  th* 
Whole,  the  bill  making  compensation  to  John 
Ettgeoce  Leilzendorfer ;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Bbadlrt,  it  was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 
Ur.  AnnEBSON  submiiied  ihe  following  motion: 

Etuhed,  That  a  committM  be  appointed  to  consider 
and  lepert  whether  It  be  expedient  for  the  United 
Btatae  to  give  any  aid  or  support  to  the  building  of  a 
bridge  mrom  the  river  SmqueluuiaB  at  Havre  de  Oner, 
in  thaStataof  HarylaDd;  andthst  the  oommittee  have 
leave  to  report  by  bill  or  othenrise. 

Tbdrsday,  January  24. 

The  Senate  look  into  consideration  the  motion 
submiiied  yesterday  by  Mr.  ANnEaaoif,  and 
agreed  thereto ;  and  Messrs.  Anderson,  Batabd, 
Reid,  Horsey,  end  Shitei,  of  Maryland,  were 
apoointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Cdtts,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  authorizing  the  discharge  of  Nathaniel  F. 
Fosdick  from  his  imprisonmeat  correetly  en- 
grossed ;  and  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Mr.  GnTTB,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Mills  eorrcetty  en- 
grossed; and  the  bill  wa*  read  the  third  time, 

Mr.  Ciar  presented  the  memorial  of  a  number 
of  citiEeas  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  praying  a 
renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  for  reasons  mentioned  therein;  and  tha 
memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  ci 


Frioat,  January  26. 
The  PBEBinERT  laid  before  the  Senate  the  pe- 
tition of  Eleanor  Wilson,  on  behalf  of  her  hoa- 
basd,  PhHip  Wilaoii,  prafiog  (hat  the  claim  of  hei 
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htuband,  for  cerlain  storet  furnished  Coinmif- 
■irfGenersl  Blain,  for  the  use  of  his  deparl- 
ineat,  mav  be  rakea  out  of  [he  statDle  of  limi- 
UtioD,  auo  tfast  the  same  may  be  allowed  and 
jnid,  for  rcasooa  tbercia  meDUoiied;  and  the  pe- 
tit ioa  was  read. 

Hr.  Oheoo  presented  the  peiitioo  of  Tbomas 
Cainpbell,  stating  that  be  «erT«l  as  a  captain  io 
Ibe  Kerolutionary  arnf ;  ifaai  during  the  serrice 
he  received  several  wounds ;  and  ptayin^  relief, 
lot  reuons  mentioned  in  the  peiiiioD  j  which  was 
nsd  and  referred  to  a  select  committeeg  to  coa- 
lider  and  report  tbereon  by  bill  or  olberwue ;  and 
tlcur>-  Gbbs^  BRAnLBr,  and  Piokebiki^  were 
apiKHDled  the  committee. 

On  motion,  bf  Mr.  Cbawtobd, 

Baolved,  That  a  commiiMe  be  appoialed  to 
iaquire  into  the  expediency  of  making-  farther 
pcoTuion  by  law  for  l-be  punishment  of  crimes 
eammitted  m  the  territories  possened  by  Indian 
tribes  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States  and 
iu  Territories ;  and  tb&t  the  said  committee  have 
leave  In  report  by  bill  m  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Mewrs.  CRiwronn,  Bbadlet, 
aad  GooDHiCB,  be  the  committee. 

TERBITOBT  OF  OELBAKS. 

Hr.  Tait,  from  the  cominUtee  to  whom  wai 
nferred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  enable  the 
|ieopte  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  to  form  a  con- 
stitution and  Slaie  gOTernmeDI,  und  for  the  ad- 
nission  of  such  State  into  the  Union,  on  an  equal 
fbodng  with  tbe  original  States;  and  for  other 
purpose*,"  reported  the  Mme  with  the  following, 
among  other  amendmt Dts ; 

*  Stiike  out  the  two  first  sections  from  tha  word 
■  tk«^  in  the  lecODd  U&e,  ajid  insert  (he  firilowinB : 

•■  Tke  inhnbiunta  of  bU  lb*t  put  of  the  teiritoiy  or 
flMintrf  ceiled  under  the  nsme  of  LanisiBlu,  bj  the 
tre«^  made  at  Paris,  on  the  thirtieth  daj  of  Apiil, 
oie  tboound  eight  handled  and  three,  between  the 
Vniled  States  and  France,  conUinrd  within  the  fol- 
lewms  limits,  that  is  to  say  :  Beginning  at  the  mouth 
^the  ri«er  SaUne,  thence  bra  line  to  be  drawn  along 
Ibe  ntiddteof  tbe  said  river,  inclodingall  itlands,tothe 
An^-aeeond  degree  of  Uthade ;  thence  dee  north,  to 
AeBeithemniost  part  of  iba  thirty-third  degree  of  noitb 
lalitDde ;  thence  along  the  said  parallel  of  latitade  to 


■DBlhenabofutdaijoftheMiasisaippiTerritaiy;  thence 
nkog  the  aaid  banadAry  Line  to  Peail  liver;  thence 
down  the  western  bank  of  said  river  to  lake  Bt^ue  t 
thence  along  tbe  middle  of  said  take  to  tbe  Gulf  of 
Heiico ;  thence  boamled  bj  the  said  golf  to  tbe  place 
af  begiooiog — indoding  all  islands  within  Ibtee  leagueA 


■ant,  end  to  asiume  sucb  name  as  tbe;  may  deem 
■roper,  under  the  provisions  and  upon  the  conditions 
Mreinafler  mentioaed :    Provided,  nereriAelaa,   That 


it  of  the  United  States  hereby  retains 
tite  power  of  altering,  in  any  manner  it  may  hereafter 
■earn  proper,  the  limita  of  alt  that  portion  of  the  aaid 
iMoibed  territory,  which  lies  eaat  of  the  river  Miaais- 
i^pi  and  the  islaud  of  New  Orleana." 

"  Add  the  following  section : 

"  And  U  it  JiiriKtr  maettd.  That —— per  cealnm 


ofthenatproeMdatrftheaaleaeflhelBadBOfthenn^ 

ted  Blatea  ibAll  b«  applied,  after  the day  of ■ 

to  tajing  out  and  consliuciing  public  roads  and  le*eee 
in  the  aaid   State,  aa  tha  Legialatare  thereof  ma;  ra- 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tait,  it  was  agreed  thai 
they  be  made  the  order  of  tba  day  for  Monday 
next. 

MoNDAT,  January  28. 

Hr.  Camfbeli.,  from  the  committee  appointed 
tbe  third  insiaot,  on  llie  bill,  entitled  "An  act  pT[>- 
Tiding  for  the  final  adjusimeat  of  clnitne  to  laada 
and  for  the  tile  of  the  public  lands  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Orleans  and  LooisiaBH,"  repoiMd  it  wiltt 
amendments;  which  were  reaiL 

Mr.  Shith,  of  Uar^and,  from  the  comDaitlee 
to  whom  was  recommitted,  on  tJie  12th  instaaL 
the  bill  making  further  proTicioo  for  the  oorp*<d 
engineers,  reported  it  wiib  ameodmeDta;  which 

The  PsEBiDENT  communicated  tbe  report  of 
tbe  Postmaeier  General,  prepared  in  obedience  to 
tbe  provisions  of  the  act  pawed  [hs21at  of  April, 
1806.  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the 
compenaationi  of  derkt,  and  to  authorize  the  lay- 
ing out  cetiain  public  roads,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," together  with  his  report,  made  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  act  of  tbe  21tt  of  April,  1808,  eon^ 
cerning  public  contracts}  and  the  reports  were 
read. 

The  PiiestnENT  alio  communicated  a  report 


from  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  moneys 
expended  during  the  year  1810  for  the  discharge  of 
miscellaoeous  claims  not  otherwise  provided  for, 


the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ; 
alto,  statements  of  the  purchases  or  paymenta  for 
supplies  made  by  tbe  collectors  during  the  year 
1609  in  relation  to  the  revenue  and  to  the  tem- 
porary relief  of  seamen ;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Oreqo,  from  the  committee  appointed  tka 
25lb  instant  on  tbe  snbiecth  reported  a  bill  for  tbe 
relief  of  Thomas  Campneti;  which  was  read  and 
patted  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  WoiiTiiiNaTOn  preseoted  tbe  resolution  of 
ttie  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio  iastructiag 
tbe  representation  in  Congress  from  that  State  to 
use  their  endeavors  to  procure  a  a  extension  of 
■lie  time  for  the  payment  of  public  lands  in  oer- 
tain  cases;  which  was  read,  end  referred  to  lb« 
committee  appointed  the  I4th  instant  on  tbe  same 
subject. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bilL  entitled  "Ad  act  to  enable  the 
people  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans  to  form  a 
constitution  and  State  government,  and  for  the 
admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union  an  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  together  with  the  amendmeots 
reported  by  the  select  committee;  and  on  mo- 
tion, by  Mr.  CaAwroBO,  to  strike  out  of  the  first 
amendment  reported,  the  words  "southern  bound- 
ary of  the  Hissisaii^  Territory;  (beoce,  aJong 
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Skiaib. 


,  10  Like 

Borfae:"  it  w*s  detgrmined  in  the  sffirmttiTe — 
yeaa  21,  nmjt  9,  as  fotlowi: 

'VBAa-'Mcnn.  Andenon,  Baytrd,  Bndlsy,  Gondii, 
Cralrbrd,  Fnnklin,  Qaillard,  Oennaa,  Giknta,  Good- 
vicb,  Haraej,  Lambert,  Leib,  Llojd,  Ma&ewBon,  I^ck- 
dring,  Reed,  Smitb  of  M*i;land,  Smith  of  New  York, 
TByJor,  >nd  Wbitnide. 

Nits— KeMn.  Campbell,  Clajr,  Cntt*,  Qregf,  Popa, 
ZtobinsDii,  Tail,  Turner,  and  Worthington. 

On  molioD,  bf  Mr.  CRAwrasD,  il  wu  agreed 
that  th«  bill  and  kneadmeBU  be  pwtposed  aaiil- 
to-morrow,  and  be  made  ibe  order  of  ibe  daf . 

A  meeMye  from  the  Houae  of  RepreieotatWci 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Houaa  hare  pened 
4i  bill,  entilled  ''An  act  making  appropriaiiooa  for 
the  support  of  Oovernmeni  for  the  jreeroDe  ihou- 
a«Qd  eight  baadted  aitd  eleres  ;"  *  l»ll,  eaticted 
Ao  Rcl  making  appropriatioDs  for  the  aupport  of 
tbe  Military  Establishment  of  the  United  Statea 
for  the  fFBt  1811 ;"  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Narf  of 
(he  United  Slates  for  tbe  yearlSU;"  abilt,  en- 
titled "An  act  iocorporatiog  the  Proleslaut  Epia- 
copal  Church  in  the  town  of  Alexandria,  in  the 
District  of  CotumbiBi"  alio,  a  bill,  entiilcd  <  An 
act  to  change  the  name  of  Lewis  Orant  to  that 
of  Lewis  Grant  Daridaoo  ;"  in  which  bill*  they 
jeeire  tbe  concurrence  of  the  Besaie. 

The  billi  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  were 
tead  and  severatly  pa«a<d  lo  the  second  reading. 

CONFWCATIOK,  IMPOSTATIOKe,  *e. 
The  following  Message  was  leceired  Irom  the 
PsBeinBRT  OF  THE  Ukitbd  States: 
7b  Me  &Mafe »/tAc  Ih^ltdatata: 

I  timaatnit  to  Iha  Bewrte  •  rtpart  fmu  the  Saoetny 
-of  Ibe  T»M*iir7,  onlbe  auhjaet  of  ibhir  teeelatf  en  «r  the 
Jllet  iMturt. 

JAMBB  MADUON. 

JUSABT  SS,  1811. 

TasiairaT  DutBTKlmT,  Jim.  Z4,  I8II. 
Sin:  On  tlie  mbjeet  of  the  reaolution  of  the  Senata, 
of  tha  Slat  inatant,  I  hava  tbe  honor  to  rtate  : 

That  there  are  no  documents  in  tbe  Treunrf ,  show- 
ing the  amtnint  of  the  pn^wrty  of  cdtiieiu  or  Bobjectii 
-of  Great  Bntain  or  Prance,  which  haa  been  eonfiacated 
under  the  operation  of  the  acta  of  March  Ist,  1809,  and 
4«t  May,  IS14,  Telative  to  ^e  commeiiUHl  intercourae 
Jyetween  Great  Britain  and  the  anld  coantrlcs. 

That  the  Becretarj  of  the  Treasury  having  been  di- 
Mcted,  by  a  resolution  of  the  HoaseofReprosentatiToe, 
10  lay  before  the  Houaa,  stitetpenta  embracing  amoDgat 
othera,  tbe  object  contemplated  by  the  reiolutiOD  of  the 
Senate,  a  drcniar  letter  was  written  on  the  3Sd  instant 
to  the  sererat  district  attorneya  for  the  paipoae  of  ob- 
taining the  information  required;  and  that  the  reanit, 
■0  far  as  it  relatei  lo  property  of  British  or  French  lub 

Ca,  wUI  be  laid  babie  you  aa  soon  as  it  ahall  hav 
n  received. 
That  it  appears  by  (he  letter  from  the  Segiatsr  ofthe 
TieBmry,  a  copy  of  whidi  ia  herewith  traocmitled,  that 
the  eceonnt  of  importationa  required  by  the  resointioo  of 
tba  Senate,  eannot,  eo  far  aa  relatea  to  the  year  IBIO, 
bo  prepared  dnrlng  tha  preaent  aeesion  of  Congrees. 
And  that  the  aecoimt  lot  the  three  lait  qnaiteu  of 


the  year  IBOS,  will  be  immediately  piqiarad  In  ea*- 
Ibnnity  with  the  resolntion  ofthe  Senate. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 
Sir,  yoar  obedient  aerTant, 

ALBERT  OALT.ATIir. 
The  Pbibioiby  of  Ale  U.  S. 

TBBiaUBT  DltAKTMBBT, 

RegUta't  Office,  Jan.  88,  1811. 
Sib  :  I  haTe  tbe  faoier  le  aabBtit  the  Mltnring  i^ 
maiha,  ahewiag  how  &r  thelaHer  eUnaeof  ike  Teaela- 
tien  sf  the  Senate  of  Ibe  Slat  mataat  ean  be  enwplin* 
itlh. 
Tlie  importationa  (torn  foreign  eoontiiee  lo  the  Slak 
December,  180B,  haTe  bee*  coUected,  and  oenld  in  a 
lima  be  selected  so  aa  to  meet  the  ohject  of  Aa 
resolution. 

~  e  acconnta  of  the  eoIleetoTa  for  the  year  1818^ 
having  been  but  partially  recetTed,  a  atatement,  audi  aa 
itemplated,  could  not  be  completed  In  time  fn 
reaent  aeaaion  of  Coogren. 

he  worda  in  the  resolution,  "and  mvi^ing  IIk 
jiea  to  which  the  latter  beleoge^"  la  meant  tm 
apply  to  the  <ressela  in  which  the  merchandiee  waaia- 
ported,  it  may  be  oompUed  with ;  but  there  is  no  pe«- 
tibiliCT  of  ascertaining  ^e  conntrie*  to  wludi  the  nev- 
diandise  belongs,  other  than  tbe  place  from  wbenoB 
Impelled. 
tUepeetfhDy  I  haTe  the  honor  to  be,  ait,  yonr  ObeO- 


.   TuEBDAT.  Januaiy  29. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  taaking  appropri»- 
tioos  foi  the  eupport  of  aomnmvnt  for  the  year 
one  tboosaod  eight  hundred  and  eleran,"  mm 
read  tbe  second  time ;  and,  referred  to  a  eeleet 
eoBinittiee,  to  consider  aad  report  thereon  ;  aD< 
Messrs.  Fbanelin,  CaAwroaD,  and  Smith  <f 
Uaryland,  were  anwioted  tbe  eommictee. 

The  bill,  eittittsd  "An  met  making  appr<^ria- 
tioM  for  the  sapf  (»[  of  the  Narv  of  the  Uniied 
Btalesforihe  year  one  ihousana  eight  hundred 
and  eleran,"  was  read  the  aecond  time  and  re- 
ferred to  a  aelect  committee,  to  eonatder  and  re- 
port thereon ;  and  Messrs.  WoaTBiHoroa,  BaT- 
ABo,  Bttd  CBA1IPI.IN,  vera  apponHed  itw  con* 

Tbe  hill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
lione  for  the  sapport  of  the  Military  Bstabliak- 
ment  ofthe  United  Stales  for  the  year  one  thol^ 
sand  eight  hundred  and  elercn,"  waa  read  ths 
second  time ;  and  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon;  and  Mesaia. 
Shitb,  of  Maryland,  Gbeoo,  and  Pickbrimi^ 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Campbell 
was  read  the  second  lime.  On  the  quesiira, 
Bhall  this  bill  be  en^ossed  and  read  a  third  limef 
it  was  deiermiavd  in  the  affirmatlre. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  Bet  ineorporatiag  tha 
Prolesiaoi  Epjacoptl  Church  in  the  town  of  Alex- 
dria,  in  the  Dirtnct  of  Columbia,"  was  read  tha 
aecond  time. 
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The  bil),  enlilled  "An  act  to  change  tbe  name 
of  Levis  Gram  loihai  of  Lewis  Granl  Davidion," 
was  lead  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Batabd  Aubmiticd  the  following  motion: 

Beuhed,  That  the  Prwident  of  the  United  Stitei 
be  requested  to  nuM  to  ba  laid  before  the  Bcnata  cop- 
iaa  of  aD7  correipondenee  or  communicstioD  (vhich 
in  hi*  opinion  maj  be  made  public  without  piejadice 
to  the  pnblic  wclftre)  nhich  have  taken  place  between 
■Ae  ExeentiTe  Goiernniant  of  the  United  Statei  and 
die  Fnoeb  or  Spanish  GoTBrumentB,  relative  to  the 
lanilwj  compteheoded  within  the  hmiti  of  Loniaiana, 
ai  ceded  by  France  to  the  Uoiled  Bute*  ^  die  ma^ 
af  April,  1803. 

Mr.  WoRTHtNOTOit,  from  the  commiilee  ap- 
pointed the  14th  instant,  on  the  subject,  repotted 
K  bill  making  further  profisiona  for  the  dispoial 
of  the  sections  of  land  heteiofore  reserved  for  the 
future  disposiiioa  of  Congreu, and  for  other  par- 
potes ;"  which  was  read  and  paaaed  to  «  secood 
leading. 

TERRTTORT  OF  ORLEANS. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
fTbole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  the 
people  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans  to  form  a  con- 
alitution  and  Slate  government,  and  for  tbe  ad- 
UiBtioa  of  BUch  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  Stales,  and  for     ~' 


Ur.  Batahd,  to  strike  oat  the  proviao,  in  the  first 
amendment  reported,  aa  follows,  to  wit : 

"Prorided,  DaTeTtheleaa^  that  ^le  Goremmentef  the 
Dnilad  States  hereby  retains  the  power  of  altering,  in 
any  aDanner  it  may  hereafier  deem  proper,  the  hmita  of 
all  that  portion  of  the  said  described  Territory  which 
liaa  eaat  of  the  livar  Mianaaippi  and  the  laland  of  New 
^leana;'' 

And  a  motion  waa  made  bf  Mr.  Tait  to  amend 
the  proriao  \>j  inserting,  after  the  word  "  that," 
ihe  foUowing  words; 

"  The  OoTsmnwnt  of  Ihe  United  States  hereby  re- 
tains to  itself  the  power  of  attaching  to  the  aajd  Stale 
any  part  of  the  territory  lying  eaat  of  (he  MiaaiasippI 
river,  lonth  of  tha  MiMiasii^  Territory,  and  weat  of 
the  river  Uobila :" 

And  it  was  detarmined  in  the  negative — jaa 
9,  nays  22,  as  follows: 

YiAs — Meisrs.  Andeiaon,  Clay,  Grawford,  Cntta, 
Oregg,  Smith  of  New  York,  Teit,  Taylor,  and  Tnner, 
.  Nav»— Meaar*.  Bayard,  Sradl^,  Campbell,  Cham- 
pUn,  Coodit,  Dana,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Oerman,  Gil* 
BHt,  Ooedricb,  Hacaey,  Lambert,  Lloyd,  Matthevrton, 
Pickeraing,  Pope,  Reed,  Robinaon,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
"WhilMMda,  and  Wonhington. 

And  the  proviso  was  struck  oql 

On  motion,  to  agree  to  the  report  of  tbe  select 
committee  on  Geclioo  3d,  line  Isi,  by  inserting  tbe 
word  "  white"  before  the  words  "  male  citizens  of 
the  United  Slates :"  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative—yeas  24,  nay*  8,  follows : 

Yaas — Mesars.  Anderson,  Bayard,  Bradley,  Cham- 
.riin,  Clay,  Condit,  Dana,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Oilmea, 
.Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey, Lambert,  Leib, Lloyd,  Pick- 
eting, Reed,  Smith  of  Maryland,  SmiCh  of  New  YeA, 
Tait,  Taylor,  and  Worthinglon. 


Ni.ts — MeMrs.  Campbell.  CrawfordjCatta,  Gennadi 
MathewBon,  and  Whitewde. 

The  pRseiDEKT  reported  the  bill  to  the  Honsr 
amended. 

The  following  amendment  was  proposed  bj 
Mr.  Dana  : 

Proeidtd,  TUat  this  act  shall  not  be  understAod  i* 
^mit  such  State  into  tbe  Union  aa  aforesaid,  nolca 
etch  of  the  original  States  ahall  consent  to  the  aain^ 
or  there  shall  be  a  Constitutional  amendment  empow- 
ering the  Congres*  to  admit  into  Ihe  Unian  nee 
Slataa  tbrmed  beyond  the  boundaries  of  the  Uniud 
Statesj  aa  known  and  nnderalood  at  the  Uzne  of  estil>- 
liahing  the  Conatitutioo  Ibr  the  United  State." 

And  OD  his  motion,  it  was  agreed   to  tulce  ibt 
question  thereon  by  yeas  and  nays;  and,  on  mo- 
lion. by  Mr.  Batard,  the  further  coasideTation  d 
tbe  Dili  was  postponed  uoiil  to-morrow. 
MISSISSIPPI  TERRITORY. 

Mr.  Anobrson  presented  tbe  memorial  of  tbe 
Legislative  Conucil  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  praying  that 
lbs  said  Territory  may  be  admillea  as  a  Sate 
into  Ihe  Union,  upon  the  footing  of  the  origiaal 
States,  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred 
to  a  select  commilteej  to  consider  and  report  there- 
on by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Anderwjv, 
BArABD,  and  Dana,  were  appointed   the  cam- 

Thememorial  is  as  follows: 


alales.  That  bv  the  ttticln  of  agreement 

between  the  United  Btalea  and  the  State  of  G«otgii^ 
an  art  for  the  amicable  aettlement  itf  limita  with  tte 
State  of  Qeetgia,  dCcand  an  aetsnp^ctnenta]  ibeKts^ 


of  the   13th  day  of  July,  one  Ihoosaiid  a 

hundred  and  eighty-seven,  were  eitanded  to  the  p«apl* 
of  the  Misaiuippi  Territoiy  ;  And  by  the  said  article* 
of  agreement  and  cession,  it  ia  provided  "That  tlM 
Tenitory  thus  ceded  shall  fono  a  Slate,  and  b«  admil- 
ted  as  such  into  the  Union  as  soon  aa  it  ihall  coataia 
silly  thousand  free  iohabitsQlij,  or  at  an  earliei  period, 
if  Congrcaa  ihall  think  it  eipeilienU" 

Your  memorialist*  state,  that  sllhongh  they  do  not 
pretend  to  have  the  number  required  by  the  said  asti- 
clea  of  agreement  and  cession,  and  tbe  oidinaDoe,  to 
entitle  our  Territoiy  a*  aiaatterofngbl  into  tbe  Union, 
open  Ihe  footing  of  one  of  tha  original  States ;  yet.  w« 
hope  that  oor  numbers  (aa  will  appear  by  the  cened* 
now  taken  under  a  law  of  the  Uiuied  States)  are  inf- 
fidently  respect^le  to  induce  your  honorable  body  ta 
admit  the  Hisaissippi  Territory  into  the  UnioD,  aa  a  mat. 
ter  of  eipedioney. 

Your  memorialijtts  conceive  it  nnnaceeaary  to  dMail 
the  many  reasons  which  might  be  addnced  in  sD^MMt 
of  their  petition,  but  think  it  sufficient  to  say,  that,  ab 
the  people  of  this  Territoiy  are  able  to  bear  tlie  eipetuw 
ofaStategovommeal  with  convenience  to  thein«elvea, 
and,  at  tbe  lame  time  will  relieve  '      ~ 
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the  TTnitod  Btatw  ftom  tha 
to  the  Tanitaul'foim  of  goT«niin«iit;  uid  tlut  whkt- 
«T*r  Tion  tha  tem  of  goronimeat  (under  which  litaj 
h&Te,  pariut}!*,  not  vny  p»tieiidj  lived)  for  aboat  t««l*« 
yeara,  wh  formed,  il  ii  found,  from  eiperienee,  *-  *-' 
unfriendly  to  republiuiiislD ;  lod  i<  auch  a  on  . 
eveiy  American  in  heart  ia  ■oKcitoni  to  be  lelieTed 
Irom.  W*  Iherafore,  pray  jour  honorable  bodj  to  _ 
a  law  anthoriiing  a  coDieatioD  to  be  called,  for  the 
pnrpoaa  of  brminc  a  coaathotian  and  State  govern- 
ment in  the  MiMiaidpin  Teiritoi;,  tiib»admittad  into 
the  Union  npoo  the  fboting  of  the  original  Btalia. 

Vonr  mamoiialiata,  &oni  •  knowledge  of  jonr  indul- 
gence to  the  people  of  the  Territoriea  notthwert  of  the 
river  Ohio,  wbm  in  ■  aitoation  dmilar  to  their  own, 
are  eangtlilia  in  their  eipactationa,  that  yoirr  honorable 
body  wUl  grant  to  them  the  prayer  of  their  petition. 
And  thn  will  ever  pray,  Ac 

r.  h.  CLAIBOHNE, 

Spadur  of  the  Heutt. 
ALX.  MONTGOMERY, 
Prttident  af  Ltgitiatift  ComtoL 
Alteat:    Wa.  C.  Wiattoa, 

CZrft  A'ouM  of  JUp*.  M.  T. 

WSDMUDAT,  JaBQMr  ^' 

Mr.  Shitb,  of  Marykpd,  from  the  committee 
appoinied  yesterday  on  ihe  bill,  eolitled  "An  act 
making appropriaiiooa for  the  lupport  ofthaMiti- 
lary  EsiablUhmeni  of  the  United  States  for  ihe 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven,"  re- 
ported it  withool  ameodmeDi. 

Mr.  CnTTs,  from  ibe  eomioiltee,  renorled  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomaa  Campbell,  eorrectly 
engroned;  and  the  bill  waa  read  the  third  time, 
and  paaaed. 

Mr.  Leib  preaenied  a  memorial,  sobacribed  by 
a  great  unmber  of  the  master  mecbaniea  atid 
maDufactureri  of  the  city  and  eoaaiy  of  PhllS' 


mentioned  ;  and  the  memorial  waa  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  Ihe  committee  appointed  the  18th  of 
December,  on  the  peiiiiun  ot  the  President  and 
Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Blaies,  on  the 
nme  lubject. 

The  Senate  took  into  eonstderaiioD  the  molion 
■ubmitted  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Bayabd,  and,  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  WoRTBritOTOR,  to  amend  the  rea- 
olnlioo,  by  adding  theieto  the  folio niof  words, 
"  not  heretofore  laid  before  Congress ;"  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  negative.  Ana  on  the  question 
to  agree  to  the  resolution,  it  was  determined  is  the 
negative — yeas  12,  nay*  17,  as  follows: 

YiAs — MaNTs.  Bayard,  Btidley,  Campbell,  Cham- 
plin,  Dana,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Lloyd,  Picker- 
ing, Reed,  and  Worthington. 

Niia— Meean.  Clay.Condit,  Cntts,  Franklin,  Gail- 
lard,  German,  Gregg,  Lambert.  Leib,  Mathewion, 
RoUnson,  Knith  of  Maryland,  Smifli  of  New  York, 
Tait,  TajioT,  Turner,  and  Whiteside. 

The  Senate  renimed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  entitled  "  Ad  aet  to  ehange  the 
name  of  Lewis  Orant  to  that  of  Lewis  Qranl 
Davidson :"  and 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  lo  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  restimed,  as  in  Commitiee  of  the 


Whole,  the  bill  making  eompeDaation  to  John 
Eugene  Leitzendorfer,  for  services  rendered  tlie 
United  Slates  in  the  war  with  Tripoli ;  and,  on 
the  qnestioUj  Shall  the  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read 
the  third  time  1  it  was  determined  in  the  sffiritt- 
ative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tb* 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  proriding  for 
the  final  adjastment  of  claims  to  lands,  and  for 
the  sale  of  Ibe  public  lands  in  the  Territories  at 
Orleans  and  Louisiana,"  tt^ether  with  the  amend- 
menU  reported  thereunto  by  the  select  commit- 
tee; and,  having  agreed  thereto,  on  motion,  by 
Hr.  Cl&t,  it  waa  agreed  that  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Tha  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Phbbident  of  tbb  Ukited  Stateb: 
7b  I  At  Smote  and  Hoiue  of 

X^truenteUiva  of  tie  VmUdStatvt 

I  transmit  to  Congres*  eopiea  of  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  tha  Trsasniy,  accompanied  by  copies  of 
the  "  lawa,  treaties,  and  other  docnmenta,  relatiTe  to 
the  public  lands,"  ea  collected  and  arranged  pnrsnant 
to  the  act  passed  April  37, 1810. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Jakdiht  so,  1811. 

The  Message  and  letter  (herein  referred  to  veto 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 
TEARITORY  OF  ORLEANS. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ment  proposed  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Dan^  to  the 
bill,  entiued  "  An  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the 
Territory  of  Orleans  to  form  a  eonsttluiion  and 
Slate  government,  and  for  the  admission  of  each 
State  into  the  Union,  on  an  equal  fooling  with 
Ihe  ori^fioal  States,  and  for  other  parposes :"  and, 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  Clat,  it  was  agreed  to  divide 
the  qoeitioQ  ;  and,  on  the  qnestion  lo  agree  to 
the  first  division  of  the  atnendment,  to  wit : 

Prondtd,  That  this  act  shall  not  be  ondentood  to 
admit  lOch  State  into  the  Union,  as  afbreaaid,  nnleaa 
each  of  the  Btalea  ahaB  consent  to  the  same. 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  10, 
nays  18,  as  follows: 

Yiis — Messrs.  Bradley,  ChampUn,  Baiu,  Oennan, 
Oilman,  Goodrich,  Horaaj,  Lloyd,  Pickering,  and 
Reed. 

Nits— Messrs.  Campbell,  Clay,  Condit,  PranUis, 
Gaillard,  Qregg,  Lambert,  Leib,  MatQiewson,  Pope, 
RobinMitt,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Bmith  of  New  Yorii, 
Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Wbitasida,  and  Worthlnglon. 

Od  the  qneslioQ  to  agree  to  the  second  divisioR 
of  the  amendment,  lo  wit: 

Frovldtd,  That  this  act  shall  not  be  anderatood  to 
admit  each  State  into  the  Union  as  aforesaid,  unless 
there  shall  be  a  constitutional  amenciDieQtempoweKng 
the  OongTcsa  to  admit  into  the  Union  new  8ta.tee 
formed  beyond  Ihe  boandaries  of  the  United  States,  aa 
known  and  understood  at  the  time  of  establiahing  the 
ConstitDtion  for  the  United  States : 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  8, 
nays  17,  B)  fallows: 

fiAs — Messrs.  ChampUn,  Dana,  German,  Qilnuoi 
Goodrich,  Lloyd,  Pit^ering,  and  Reed. 

Nats — Messrs.  Campbcjl,  Clay,  Gondii,  Franklin, 
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CUiUHrd,  Qnn,  Lunbul,  Im\>,  HitkewMii,  BobiB- 
MH,  SnuUt  of  Maijluid,  Smith  of  New  Voik,  Tut, 
Taj'^Fi  Tamer,  Whituide,  anil  WorthingtoQ. 

On  motioD,  by  Mr.  Bradlkt,  to  poiipone  ihe 
tvnhei  coasidersiion  of  tbe  bill  lo  the  Mcood 
UoDday  io  February  neit,  it  was  determioed  ■■ 
ftbe  scnliTr 

On  the  question,  Shall  the  bill  be  read  a  tbird 
'time  as  amended  1  i(  was  deiermiDed  ia  Ibe  »f- 
'firmatire — yeat  17,  uaya  10,  ai  follows : 

YiAt—KmMTw.    Bnint,    Clay,    Condit,    FianUin, 


CilmiJi,  0»Mlrich,H(KMj,Iilojd,Pickering,aiidBeadi 

Thdbsdat,  Janaary  31. 

Mr.  CoTTB,  ffom  (he  committee,  repotted  ihe 
smendmeDis  lo  the  bill,  enlilled  "  An  act  lo  ena- 
ble the  people  of  tbe  Territory  of  Orleans  to 
form  a  coDstitution  and  State  governnienl,  and 
for  tbe  admission  of  such  Stale  into  tbe  UdIoii 
on  an  equal  footieff  with  the  original  States,  and 
fot  other  purposesT*  correctly  eofroued.  and  the 
bill  was  read  the  third  lime  as  amenaed ;  and 
tbe  blanks  were  filled. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Piceebiko,  it  was  agreed 
tbal  the  auestioD  on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill 
be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bavabd,  to  iKMlpooe  the 
farther  consideration  of  the  bill  to  the  first  Mon- 
day in  December  next,  it  was  determined  ia  the 
negative — yeas  10,  nays 20,  as  follows: 

Yau— MaMM.  byacd,  Bradler.  Champtin,  Dsna, 
Oennui,  Oilman,  Bona;,  Lloyd,  nbk^ag,  and  Hved. 

N^ts — McwTS.  Andarson,  Brent,  Campbell,  Clay, 
Condit,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklin,  Gaillsrd,  Gr^g, 
Iiambeit,  Leib,  HatbewMtn,  Smith  of  MarjUnd.fSaiilh 
of  New  Tofk,  Tail,  Taylor,  Tnruer,  Whiteside,  and 
Worthington. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bbbnt,  it  was  agreed  tbal 
the  further  consideratioa  thereof  be  postponed, 
and  be  made  the  order  of  ihe  day  for  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  CiTTTS,  from  the  committee,  also  reported 
the  bill  making  compensation  to  John  Eugene 
Leitzendorfer,  for  seiTices  rendered  the  United 
Slates  in  the  war  with  Tripoli,  correctly  en- 
groatti,  and  the  bill  wu  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  change  the  name 
of  Lewis  Grant,  to  that  of  Lewis  Grant  Dafid- 
■OD,"  was  read  the  third  lime,  and  passed. 

Mr.  WoBTBiNOTOH,  from  the  committee  It 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  appropriBtions  for  ine  support  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1811," 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

Ur.  Andebboh,  from  the  commillee  appointed 
the  22d  insianl  to  consider  the  subject,  reported 
a  bill  to  enable  the  Georgetown  Potomac  Bridge 
Company  to  Istv  money  for  the  object  of  its 
ineorporatioa ;  wnich  wbm  read,  and  passed  ti  " 
■eoond  reading. 


On  motion,  by  Hr.  WoKTBiiniTOiT, 

Rttolved,  Tbat  the  Message  of  the  Preaidesi 

of  the  United  States  of  the  30th  inatnit,  trsM- 
mittin^  to  Congress  copies  of  the  "  law^  treaiirt 
and  other  doctiroentSgrelatire  to  the  pabire  lands,* 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  toeonvideraid 
report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Wortbiroton,  Oseca 
and  Frakklin,  be  ihe  committee. 

Mr.  Franklin,  from  the  committee  lo  irhotB 
WBS  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  makief 
appropriations  for  ihesupport  ofGoveromeDt  foi 
Ihe  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleTen," 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Reprtsenlntim 
infwmed  the  Senate  thai  the  Uottse  bare  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  conecning  tbe  Bank  of 
Alexandria,"  in  which  bill  ihey  desire  the  eon- 
correnceof  the  Senate. 

Tbe  bill  last  brought  op  for  concurrence  wai 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  making  further  proTisioD  for  the 
Corps  of  Kngitieers,  together  with  the  amend- 
menii  reported  thereto  by  tbe  leleet  commitiec ; 
and,  after  progreu,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Shitb,  of 
Maryland,  ii  was  agreed  that  the  furtfacr  consid- 
eration  thereof  be  postponed,  and  be  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  tbe 
Pbesidemt  of  the  Unitbd  Statss: 
7h  f Ae  Smalt  and  Houte  of 

StpraenlatiM*  of  the  United  State*  .■ 

I  tar  bslbre  Congt«M  a  letter  ftom  dw  Cfaaig*  d'AI- 
fkiraa  of  the  United  States  at  Paris  to  the  BecMaij 
of  State,  and  snothsT  from  the  same  to  the  FnaA 
Minister  of  Foreign  Belalions;  alsts  tw«  laUOB  bom 
tbe  agent  of  tbe  American  Cwsnl  at  Boideanx  to  Iks 
Seoretar;  of  Bute.  JAMES  MADISON. 

jABDAaiSl,  1811. 

The  Message  and  eommnnieations  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  tbe  use  of  tbe 
Senate. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  tbe 
Military  Eslablisbment  of  the  United  States  for 
the  year  one  thousand  eigbi  hundred  and  eleven." 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  the  third  reading. 
BANK  OP  THE  UNITED  STATBa 

Mr.  Leib  presented  a  memotial  signed  by  a 
great  number  of  the  ciiiztfus  of  Philadelpbia, 
praying  a  renewal  of  the  charier  of  tbe  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  for  reasons  therein  staled,  and 
that  ibey  may  be  heard  by  counsel  on  the  sub- 
ject; and  tbe  memorial  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  committee  appointed  the  16Lh  of  Decem- 
ber, on  the  petition  of  the  President  and  Direct- 
ors of  Ihe  Bank  of  the  United  States  on  the  same 
subject. 

The  memorial  is  as  follows: 
To  Ikt  Smote  and  Houtt  of  HeprfaiUUiwet  in  Co^ 
I     grtu  of  the  Vniltd  Sitdei,  Ihe  tnenumal  of  Ihe  tui- 

taibert,  dtiteru  (f  F>aUidtiphia,retpt^futty  thow- 
■■     Uh.- 

That  It  ia  with  increaaing  sdidtnde,  and  Ihe  deep- 
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BmivT». 


/the 
Dk  of  the  Uoit^  aum.  With  the  aztreme  af 
BDxia^  hkT«  thej  awmiled  the  decilioii  of  Ihi*  Dott 
itnpDituit  qoMtion,  kod  with  real  diatrM*  do  they 
iritneM  the  Mcendtnc;  of  Mntimanta  omiMd  to  the 
oontiDnanc*  of  the  bank.  Beftfe  ■  Aiul  datennlnk- 
Cioa  abeJI,  howeT«T>  exdiide  all  hope,  Aejr  deeai  it 


wide  apreadiof  run  wUeh 
cipmlM,  bDt  the  certaintjr  of  which  u  now  plaii 
every  •;•,  and  to  acoompanj  tU*  TJew  with  their  re- 
newed and  Bigent  entrealiei,  that  this  oterwhelming 
tnischief  ma;  70!  be  itiid. 

Yoni  msmorialiita  experience  wCthin  themaelTea, 
Bknil  learn  with  ealainiloiu  certaint;  from  abroad,  that, 
ftom  the  nncertaintf  anditupeBeeof  tbapnUio  nund, 
and  an  appnbeiwion  of  the  erjle  which  mnat  flow 
from  ■  diwohrtioii  of  the  bank,  conAdenca  ii  liaiblj 
and  edbatantlallf  iMpaired,  aiul  oedit  abnoat  aae- 
Bended.  Fnid  a  neigUwriag  and  natar  cit;,  the  Boat 
diatreeajng  iateUifence  aaaniea  Ibeia,  that,  ai  againat 
the  «*ili  of  Ihii  abaanoe  of  eonfldenca  azid  aaipanalNl 
vf  credit,  aren  eitnoidiBarj  reeonroea  aflonl  no  aa- 

It  faaa  become  too  plain  U  admit  ef  dcabt,  with  the 
■noet  increduloaa,  that  canUence  and  credit  are  inli- 
matelj  and  eaaentiatlv  conneded  with  the  continuance 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statae,  and  that,  if  they  ate 
proatntad  bj  the  diuolntien  of  that  iutitation,  the 
caantij  tnoit  aiperience,  to  ita  lialing  reproach,  and, 
perhapa,  ita  incurable  injory,  a  neneial  diiregard  of 
pecniuat;  engagementa.  Toor  memorial iiti,  there- 
fcra,  coiuider  it  a*  a  &et  ao  longer  donbtfiil,  or  diipU' 
table,  that,  if  the  bank  be  dhMolved  at  the  eiplraliaa 
of  ita  preaent  charter,  and,  in  trath,  tinlen  the  pobHc 
conBdence  be  ^eedttf  rertored,  nnrretaal  dirtreea  and 
incaleolable  Ion  mnet  and  will  preraiL 

ToDr  memoriaHata  do  not  eoaen*e  that  they  are 
Reading,  particolaily,  the  oavM  of  the  Bank  tk  the 
United  Statea,  nor  that  of  •  lew,  or  eT«n  many  Indl- 
Ttdnala,  by  eomneraial  relation  caanaoted  with  Ae 
bank.  Thar  da  DM 
anae  of  a  ftw 
■can^  poitioB  of  our  ,  , 
and  a  queetion  with  wUdi 
which  are  iiiToltedi  intereata  of  the  higheat  import, 
azicnding  thnugb  the  whole  coaunmnity.  The  direct 
efloct  af  an  areot  impaiiinK  conGdance  and  credit,  sn- 
quealionablj  ia,  upon  tb«  merchant  and  trader  1  die;, 
and  their  immediate  coonaxiona,  are  the  fint  to  lufier ; 
bnt  the  evil  mwt  penade  the  conntr;.  Tbej,  thers- 
fbre,  Veel  themaelTea  juatifiad,  on  auch  an  occaiion, 
and  at  inch  a  ciiaia,  in  the  moat  eameat  and  urgent 
terma  again  to  addrata  ;oo. 

From  the  preaiing  and  peeDJiar  eiigenciea  of  the 
time,  broDgbt  about  bj  the  fear  of  a  diaaolution  of  the 
bank,  and  from  a  perfect  penraaaion  of  the  near  ap- 
proach of  all  the  BTila  which  have  been  anticipated, 
your  memorialiata  haTe  deemed  themaelTce  boviad  to 
make  ttdi  appeal  to  70QT  wiadom,  and  to  preaent  it  bj 
a  depaUtion  of  their  feOow-citiimia.  Thi*  depntation, 
intimatelj  aoqnatated  with  Aa  attnaboB,  eenlimeaH, 
and  feelinga  of  jowr  racatoraUela,  die^  napedftilly 
reqmat  ma;  be  heard  b;  counael,  on  Ibii  UHmientonB 
aabjeet.  FinaD7,itia  the  aaraeat  apdpraaeing  nr^er 
of  joar  memoriaibta,  that  eSectnal  mean*  ma;  be  im- 
UMiatelj  adopted  to  raatore  pDblic  eonlldanca,  b;  a 


TMMwal  of  Oe*  tterter  of  tha  B«nk  ef  the  Pnilad 
Btataa,  fat  a  tena  which  ahall  annre  ita  doration;  or, 
if  that  be  Dot  granted,  that  the  pnUio  aolfiviDg  auf 
be  aUeriated  b;  a  sontiBtiance  of  the  ioalitution  for  a 
pened  which  will  peraiil  it  giaduall;  ta  cloee  ita  coa- 
catn*.  JOSEPH  NOBTH, 

And  tigU  hundred  mtd  mxij/-ttMn  athirt. 

FiinAT,  Vebmmtj  1. 

The  c  red  enii  ale  of  James  A.  Bat  aim,  inpoiDt- 
ed  ■  BcDalor  bj  the  Lejfislatnre  of  the  Slate  of 
Delaware,  for  the  term  of  aix  yean  from  lb« 
(bird  day  of  March  next)  and  of  William  H. 
CsAWroBD,  appointed  a  Senator  br  the  Legiela- 
ture  of  the  State  of  Grorgia,  for  the  term  m  six 
years  from  the  third  da;  of  March  next,  wera 
aeTerall;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  flle. 

The  bill,  entitled  "Ad  bci  concerning  the  Bank 
of  Alexandria,"  wai  read  the  teeond  time,  and 
referred  to  a  aeJeei  committee,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon;  Heran.  Batako,  BnaitT,  and 
Bradlet,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill  to  enable  the  Qeorgeiown  Potomac 
Bridge  Company  to  lery  money  for  the  object 
of  its  Ineorpoiation  wai  read  the  aecond  time. 

The  Senate  reaomed,  as  in  Commillee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  making  farther  proriaioD  fot  the 
Corps  of  Bngineen,  together  with  the  amend- 
meuta  reported  thereto  by  the  lelect  eomraitteei 
and  on  the  gneetion  to  agree  to  the  following 
ameodment ; 

Bection  S,  line  4,  after  tha  word  "  buildings,"  inaeit, 
at  iudiplace  a*  shall  be  designated  b;  the  Preaident 
«f  HM  United  BUtas,  and"— 

It  irai  determined  in  the  negalire — yeaa  19, 
nays  17,  as  follows: 

TiAs — Meesrs.  Anderson,  Bajrard,  Bradley,  Bren^ 


Champtin,  ClaT,  Crawford,  Cutta.  Franklin,  GaUlatd, 
HoneT.  P«ie,  Tail,  Ta;lor,  and  Turner. 

-Maasrs.  Campbell,  Condit,  Dana,  Qamian, 


Oilman,  Goodrich,  Oregg,  Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Ma> 
Ihewfon,  Pickering,  Reed,  Robinson,  Smith  of  MaiJ- 
land,  Smith  of  New  Toik,  and  Worthington. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Axderson,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  consideration  of  the  bill  be  further  post- 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tiont  for  ibe  au^tport  gf  the  Military  Kstabiish- 
ment  of  the  United  Stales  for  the  year  one  ihou- 
sad  eishi  hundred  and  eleTCB,"  waa  read  thjt 
third  lime,  and  passed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  BATAsn, 

Retotvtd,  That  the  President  of  the  Dnited 
Slates  be  requested  to  caase  lo  be  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  copy  of  the  census  or  latest  enumera- 
tion of  the  people  in  the  Territory  of  Orleans, 
which  has  been  returned  to  the  office  of  the  Sec 


ralary  of  State;  and,  also. 


ailiiia 


turn  From  the  saitl  Territory. 


of  the  latest 


MoHDAT,  February  4. 
The  FBtaioBHT  comrattDJeated  the  report  of 
the  Secreitry  of  the  Treasary,  prepared  in  obe- 
dience to  the  prorisiona  of  the  act;  entitled  "An 
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to  TegDhteindSxibecompcDdtioBof  el«rk^ 
1  for  other  parposn ;"  which  waa  r<>d ;  and 


ordered  to  lie  00  the  table. 

The  PnEBiDEifT  also  commaDicaied  the  re- 
port of  the  Commissi  oners  of  ibe  Sinking  Pood, 
■lating  that  the  measures  which  bare  been  an- 
iborized  by  the  Board  tubseqaent  lo  their  report 
of  the  3d  of  Febroiry,  1810,  bo  far  a>  the  same 
hare  been  completed,  are  falljr  detailed  io  tbe 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Tieasory  to  ibii 
Board,  dated  the  fim  day  of  the  preseat  month, 
Mid  in  the  ulatemeoti  therein  referred  to,  which 
are  herewith  tranamitied,  and  prayed  to  be  re- 
eeivod  aa  part  of  thi*  report ;  and  the  report  was 
read,  and  oiJered  lo  be  printed  for  the  oae  of  the 
Senate. 
On  moiioQ  by  Mr.  Wobthikotoii, 
Jtuolved,  That  a  commiitee  be  appointed  to 
examine  and  report  what  alterations  or  amend- 
menU  are  necessary  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  making  a  road 
from  Comberland.  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  lo 
tbe  State  of  Ohio,"  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 


othi 

Ordered,  That  Metsn.  Wobtbihoton,  Cdttb, 
Ud  Fb&hkuh,  be  Ibe  committM. 

Od  motion,  by  Mr.  Bbadlbv, 

ReMolved,  That  a  commiitee  be  appointed  .. 
inquire  whether  any  aod  what  alteraiioD*  are 
necessary  in  relation  to  the  act.  entitled  "An  act 
fixing  the  compenraiion  of  public  Mioitlera  and 
of  Coosuls  residing  on  the  coait  of  Barbary,  and 
for  other  purposes." 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Bbadlkt,  Bbemt,  and 
Satabd,  be  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  Slates  for  theyeaione  thou 
aand  eight  hundred  and  eleven;"  and 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  a  ihird  reading. 

Mr.  GBGoa  presented  Ibe  memorial  of  tbb 
clergy,  resident  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  pray- 
ing the  ninth  aeetion  of  the  act,  eotitled  "An  act 
regulating  the  Post  Office  Establishment,"  passed 
,the  25th  of  April,  1810  may  be  so  emended  as  to 
prohibit  tbe  delirery  of  letters  on  the  first  day  of 
tbe  week,  commonly  called  the  Lord's  day,  for 
reason!  therein  stated ;  and  the  memorial  was 
read,  and  referred  to  a  select  commiitee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and 
Messrs.  Oreqo,  Bataro,  and  Bbadlet,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

Mr.  Cahpbell  presented  thepetition  of  Moaea 
Byxbe,  praying  tbe  privilege  of  entetiog  a  part 
of  the  tract  of  the  two  miles  square  situated  at 
the  Lower  Rapids  of  Sandusky  rirer,  at  the  com- 
mon and  ordinary  price  of  public  lands,  with  the 
usual  condiiions  of  such  entries,  (and  that  ii  he 
exempted  from  sale  at  public  a#etioB,)  for  the 
purpose  of  erecting  a  mill  thereon  for  the  conve- 
nience of  the  settlement,  as  is  stated  at  large  in 
thepetition. 

Mr.  Cahpbbll  also  presented  the  memoiiai  of 
the  Western  Missionary  Society  on  the  same 
•object,  and  the  petition  and  memorial  were 
aeverally  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  commiitee 


to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  other- 
wise; and  Messrs.  Campbell,  Robimbok.  and 
Franklin,  were  appoioied  ihe  committee. 

The  bill,  eniitled  -'An  act  iocorporatiag  tbe 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  the  town  of 
Alexandria,  io  the  District  of  Columbia,"  waa 
read  tbe  second  time.  On  the  question,  Shall  ibis 
bill  be  read  a  third  limel  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative. 

The  rollowing  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbehidbkt  or  thb  UitiT&D  States  : 
To  the  Senate  of  the  Vniled  Slaiee.- 

I  tTADimit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treajnry,  complying  with  their  reaolutian  of  De- 
cember SO,  1810.  JAMKa  MADISON. 

FEaBDAaT*,  IBll. 

The  Message  aod  report  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed  for  Ibe  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  PaBBiDSHT  also  commonicaieda  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy,  in  pursuance  of 
the  resolution  of  Ibe  Senate  of  the  30th  of  De- 
cember, 1810,  respecting  the  survey  of  the  coast 
of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  together  with  sundry 
docnmeDls  relative  thereto;  and  tbe  report  was 
read. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  and  docnmeats  b« 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Worth  I  NOT  OR,  from  ifae  eoinmittee  to 
whom  waa  referred  the  Message  of  the  Preardeot 
of  tbe  United  Slates  of  the  30ih  of  January  oa 
the  subject,  reported  a  bill  making  a  farther  dti- 
cributioo  of  such  laws  of  the  United  States  as  re- 
spect the  public  lands. 

Mr.  Bavabo,  from  the  committee  appointed  od 
tbe  subject,  reported  tbe  bill,  eotitled  "An  act 
conceroiDg  the  Bank  of  Alexandria,"  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York,  pieaented  the  memo- 
rial of  tbe  Columbia  Insurance  Compauy  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  prayina  a  renewal  of  the 
charter  of  the  Bankof  the  United  Slaiea,  for  rea- 
sons therein  stated.  And  the  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  commiitee  on  the  petition  of 
tbe  President  and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  tha 
United  States,  on  tbest 


neretofore  reserved  for  the  future  disposition  of 
Congress;  and 

Mr.  WoRTHiRQTOM  jHuposed  an  amendment 
thereto;  which  was  read,  and  the  conslderaiioD 
of  tbe  bill  postnoned  until  tomorrow. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FsAifKLiii,  one  of  the  ma* 
joritv,  it  was  agreed  to  reconsider  the  vote  passed 
on  the  bill,  eniiiled  "An  act  incorporating  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  the  town  of 
Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Colnmbia ;"  and, 
on  bis  motion,  the  bill  was  referred  to  a  select 
eommittee ;  and  Messrs.  Fbanclik,  Taylob,  and 
PioKEBiNo,  were  appointed  the  committee  fur- 
ther to  consider  and  report  ibareon. 

CORPS  OP  ENGINEERS,  *c. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commiitee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  making  further  provision  for  tbe 
Corps  of  Eogineers,  together  with  the  amend- 
ments reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee. 
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SiKlTt. 


On  inolioD,  by  Mr.  Osboo,  to  •nend  tb«  ■mmd' 
ment  reporled  by  ihe  aelecicoroniitiee,  which  re- 
port goes  to  ilribe  oat  tha  sixth  ■eelioo,  and  to 
retail!  the  naid  sixth  leeiioii  amended, as followa: 
"  That  the  Prrrident  of  the  United  Stitei  be,  ud 
1m  is  bembf.  inlhoriied  to  TemoTo  ths  MJIituj  Acade- 
my ftxiin  .Weit  Point,  and  to  eatablith  the  •une  at 
Cariialc,  in  th«  State  of  Petnu^Nania." 

It  Tras  determioed  in  the  DegaiiTe— feas  16, 
nays  17,  as  follonr*: 

Y>AB — Heeara.  Andecaon,  Bayard,  Brent,  Camp- 
beU,  ChampUn,  Claj,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Gregf, 
Iilojd,  Pope,  Tait,  Tajtor,  Tnmar,  Whitesidr,  and 
Worthinskin. 

Nat>— Meurt.  Bradlej,  Condit,  Crawford,  Catta, 
I>an«i,  (Jermaiii  Gilnan,  Goodrich,  Horaej,  Lambert, 
.  Xieib,  MaiheWMn,  Pickering,  Reed,  RobioMii,  Smith 
«r  Maryland,  and  Smith  of  New  York. 

Aad  OD  the  <fOe*iion  to  agree  to  the  report  of 
the  aelect  eommiitee  which  gova  to  airike  oat  Ihe 
sixth  Mction  oT  the  ori^nal  bill,  and  ro^ubsii- 
\au  the  amendraeDt  reported,  amecded  as  follows: 
"  Sac.  il.  And  be  it  furlAer  enaetti.  That  the  37th 
section  of  the  act,  enliJad  'Ad  act  Giing  the  Milittrj 
Peace  Eatablishment,'  pawed  the  ISth  daj  of  March, 
one  tbotmiid  eight  hondred  and  two,  and  that  lo 
madi  of  the  SSth  aection  of  the  said  act,  as  confinea 
the  selection  of  Ihe  commander  of  the  Coip*  of  En^- 
neere  to  tlie  eaid  corps,  be,  and  the  wns  are  hereby 

It  was  delerniiaed  io  the  affinnaliTe — yeas  19, 


nays  14,  i 


"« 


folloi 


-Meora.  AndoaoD,  Bafard,  Bradlay,  Brent, 
CampbeU.  Champlin,  Clay,  Crawford,  FranUin,  Oail- 
Urd,  Gren,  Honey,  Lti^d,  Piqw,  TaU,  Taylor,  Tur- 
ner, Whiteaide,  and  Woithingloo. 

Nat*— Meian.  Condit,  Gutta,  Dana,  German,  Gil- 
man,  Goodrich.  Lambert,  Leib,  HathewaoD,  Pickering, 
Keed,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Maryland,  and  South  of 
Mew  York. 

On  motioo,  bjr  Mr.  Smith,  of  MairlaDd,  lo 
strike  out  of  the  amendneni  last  agreed  to,  from 
the  word  "eaacled,"  in  the  firat  line,  to  the  word 
"■nd."  in  the  second  iDalnnce,  inelailTe;  it  waa 
determioed  in  the  negative — yens  15,  nsya  18.  ai 
follow* : 

Ya*i — Menara.  Condit,  Cntt>,Dena,  GemtaQ,  Oil- 
man, Goodrich,  Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Mathewaon, 
Pickarhig,  Keed,  RoUnaon,  Smith  of  Maryland,  and 
Smith  of  New  York. 

Nat* — Meaara.  Anderson,  Bayard,  Brent,  Camp- 
beU,  Champlin,  CUy,  Crawford,  Franklin,  Gaillard, 
Ora^,  Horsey,  Pope,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tomer,  White- 
aide,  and  Worthington. 

And  the  PBESinEnT  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House  a*  amended. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  B  rid  let,  further  to  amend 
the  oTiziaal  bill,  aection  5  line  4,  by  iDsertiug, 
after  the  word  "buildings,"  "at  such  place  as 
shall  be  designated  by  tbe  Presideut  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and"— it  was  determined  in  the  affirm- 
ative—yeas 17,  naya  15,  as  follow*: 

Yaia — Meaara.  Anderaon,  Barard,  Bradley,  Brent, 
Champlin,  Clay,  Crawford,  Cntta,  Franklin,  Gaillard, 
Horsej,  Pope,  Bau^i  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor, 
Tniaer,  and  WartbingtM. 


ira.  GampbeD,  Condit,  Dana,  Qennan, 
Giluan,  Qoodrieh,  Ongg,  Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd, 
Mathewaon,  Picketing,  Read,  RobniBOn,  and  ftnith  of 
Maryland. 

On  tbe  queMioo,  Shall  tbis  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  1  it  was  deter- 
mined io  the  affirmative. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNfFED  STATES. 

Hr.  Leib  presented  the  petition  of  a  tinmber 
of  the  cilizeua  of  Pittsburg,  praying  that  the 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  tbe  United  States  may 
not  be  renewed,  for  reasons  therein  stated  ;  ana 
the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  cooa- 
mittee  ippoiDled  the  ISth  of  December  on  tbe 
petition  of  tbe  President  and  Directors  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Stales  on  the  tame  subject.     ■ 

The  memorial  t*  as  follows: 
Hit  mtmorial  oftKe  inhabitants  of  PUtthure,  Pam- 

tylvania,  againit  the  raieioal  of  tht  Charier  of  tht 

United  Stalet'  Bank,  to  the  Senait  and  Houte  of 

RipreieiUativa  in  Coagreu  of  the  Vailed  Statu, 

retpecifuUy  thouieth,- 

That  yonr  memoiialiata  are"  the  People  of  the  Uni- 
ted Statea,"  from  whom  emanatea  all  the  power  which 
yon  poBKasi  that  we  have  appointed  yon  to  guard, 
not  to  alienate  onr  rights;  tbatonr  CoDathationneTar 
aathoriied  Congieaa  to  eatabHah  a  bank,  under  the 
coDtiol  of  individuals,  for  their  awn  benefit,  or  to 
alienate  the  power  of  tha  purse  more  than  tha  power 
of  the  sword.  Tbe  act  of  February,  ITBl,  i^rtcring  ^ 
the  bank,  might,  with  equal  justice  and  aabty,  hava 
given  to  a  corporation  the  power  of  the  Army,  with  it* 
appinDtmenls. 

Wa  fcol  de^ly  humbled.  Out,  under  the  full  blase 

of  RerdntionaTy  light,  one-half  of  tbe  delegated  power 

of  the  nation  waa  given  lo  a  c«npany,  indepandent  of 

suffiagee;  bnt  we  rejmca  that  its  charter  will  be 


not  be  revived,  provided  the  Congreaa  ahall  be,  aa  it 

Kifesaee,  attached  to  the   eternal  prindplas  of  om 
volution,  and  to  tbe  clear  diclalaa  of  our  Constf- 

Altar  the  Bank  of  the  United  Btatac  had  enjoyed 
twenty  years  of  proqiarity,  had  divided,  in  that  Mnn, 
four  miUiona  over  six  per  cenL,  and  bad  batd  in  bond- 
age thoneanda  of  our  dtiien*,  who  dared  not  to  act 
according  lo  their  conaciences,  fiom  (ear  of  oflending 
Ihe  Britieh  stocUuddera  and  Federal  diractoia,  we  had 
h^ed  that  they  would  have  quietly  cloeed  their  con- 
eeme,  and  waited  for  another  tnm  offorltine,  till  other 
daaeee  of  citiiena  of,  at  least,  aqnal  merit,  had  each 
shared  their  four  millions ;  bnl  we  have  seen,  wi^  in- 
dignation, a  studied  delay  in  the  collectiona  of  that 
bank,  indicating  a  determination  to  gain  a  renewal 
under  streaa  of  weather;  a  studied  preanire  on  indi- 
viduals and  on  State  banka,  in  order  lo  gain  ani- 
iliaries;  and  a  (tudied  memorial,  containing,  in  amoolh 
language,  the  moil  daring  insulta  on  the  dignity  and 
independence  of  a  frea  psople. 

The  nwmoriat  makes  no  ditcrt  daim  of  right  to  re- 
newal, bnt  it  recounts  many  works  of  righteousness, 
which  we  beg  leave  to  elamiae.  It  opens  a  modest 
^oopotal  for  the  somndar  of  our  independence,  by  de- 
daiing  that  the  bank  had  continued  business  for  public 
good,  and  under  sn  imprearion  that  the  general  in- 
terest would  require  a  renewal  ot.tta  charter  !  It  next 
ooi^dimantB  yevr  honors  on  a  degiae  of  aapaiior  in- 
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of  atlribntiiig.  It  Uma  en*M  iar  tha  bank  m%A  of 
th*  eradit  naSif  dn*  la  (h«  utiul  labM  and  ddll  of 
jour  TDOnodtliiU.  While  wa  hi*«  bMM  MTitiiDg 
itie  iKxwn,  or  improrins  the  Mtrth,  m  »d»tieiiig  ths 

■itj,  the;  hiTB  been  diTiding  more  than  eight  per  cent 
for  all  facilitiei,  atid,  after  thu  diiidend,  will  have,  oa 


OfnpiMl,  of  94,71  . 

Though  the  United  Stalaa'  Bank  hu  dartred  ita 
breath  and  dailj  lappotl  from  th«  bonntj  and  loiig> 
raflering  of  the  CSongreia,  yet  fiie  memorial  opelii  an 
nnmipacted  aeon  of  debits,  againit  the  OoTernmcDt 
and  Peopla,  which  notbing  abort  of  renewal  can  i'u- 
fjurgB  >  and  if  tke  defaita  be  eorreet,  the  now  acore  for 
twentT  yean  wifl  be  hi  be;road  onr  abltitj.  The 
kank  kaa  accommodaMi  indfndaali,  State  banka,  tha 
eommarcial,  mann&utqring,  and  •gncnllarai  Interaato, 
and  titv  National  Tieaauiy.  It  baa  removed  apade  to 
placea  whera  it  wai  wanled,  and  has  divided  only 
eight  and  one  fourth  per  cent,  foi  all  thcie  lacrifieea  to 
public  good  !  It  bti  nirnithed  placet  of  depoaile  for 
■nilHoiiB  or  the  public  monej,  ana  haa  lulTered  the  in- 
coHTenienee  of  lending,  on  Ihia  depoaite,  for  their  own 
banefiL  It  hai  patriotjcall;  lent  to  Government  iti 
paper,  which  drew  no  interest,  and  received  in  ei- 
ehange  Government  paper,  drawing  an  intereit.  It 
Iwa  eTen  anlTered  the  Government  to  receive  ita  paper 
fcr  all  bond*  and  dun.  *■  It  haa,  for  the  accommnda- 
Uon  of  the  Governntent,  eatabliahed  bnnehet  atplaeea 
Aaadvantageooa  to  ila  bniinesB,  and  from  which  no 
pmtflt  waa  expected  to  be  derived." 

Pannit  josr  nemoilaliata  la  ptuae,  and,  bj  a  view 
«f  the  e^td  and  lotna  of  the  branchva  of  the  United 
ftatea*  Bank,  to  eetimate  the  valoe  of  thia  last  ' 
on  tha  Government. 


B«rtoa       -       - 

-       .    tT^foM 

Lcani. 

KewYotk 

.   i,soo.(»a 

4.176,M1 

BalUmore  .        . 

■       «00,{WO 

l,S49,65C 

WaaUnglon        . 

-        -       300,000 

496,28( 

980,1 7t 

Ohaitaaton 

■       600,000 

1,M9,91( 

1,064,115 

New  Orleaiu      - 

-        -       800,000 
6,900,000 

eii,Bie 

10,»W,S66 

atockholdarB  of  the  United  Stataa* 
Bank,  to  [deaaa  to  acoept  a  renewal  of  theb  chartar  fiir 
etemil;,  or  each  ahorler  teim  aa  ttMir  honor*  ahonll 
appoinU 

'  that  moiaorial  doaa  not  contain  tha  wkide  trathi 
clainu  for  aervicee  are  more  than  balanced  by 
MM  profile.  Ita  threata  of  min  to  our  eatabliah- 
menta,  in  eaaa  of  winding  on,  an  balanced  bj  the  con- 
atderatioD,  that,  in  their  eollectiona  of  fiftem  miliiona, 
the  (lockholdera  trill  c«ntult  their  own  intere*t ;  the; 
will  not  collect  beyond  the  ability  of  their  debtota; . 
they  will  prefer  the  paper  of  Stale  banks  to  priTate 
notes;  and  they  will  not  preta  the  State  banke,  ao  as 
to  prevent  their  uding  the  debtors  of  the  United  Stated 
Bank.  Whenever  thia  bank  riiall  irithdraw  from  cir- 
cnlating  meditm  ita  five  millioiu  in  faiUt,  it  mual  pay 
for  thoee  five  niUione  in  qiecte,  or  the  billa  of  Stale 
banks,  in  either  of  which  caaet  Ilia  cinnlating  medium 
will  be  restored.  Whenever  the  depoaitaa  of  mon 
than  fonr  miliiona  shall  be  withdrawn  from  ita  vaults, 
they  wUl  be  either  thrown  into  cireoletaon,  or  placed 
in  other  banks.  As  to  their  being  drawn  from  the 
oonntry,  let  it  be  recollected  that  foreigner*  do  nM 
place  their  funds  here,  to  remain  inactive,  merriy  be- 
cause the  United  States'  Bank  ia  a  aafe  place  of  de> 
posita.  But  a  portion  of  the  deposits  is  by  debtore  of 
the  bank,  who  will  easily  adopt  s  mode  of  tranaferrins 
Ifasm  in  the  ledger.  Aa  to  the  wiEbdratring  of  aeven 
millions  by  foreigners,  we  cannot  flatter  ourselves  with 
the  preset;  bat,  if  diat  ahonld  be  the  case,  the  ^v- 
emment  can  supply  its  place  with  paper,  which  wiU 
answer  all  the  purposes  of  specie  for  all  biurneat, 
within  onr  own  country.  We  regard  the  repeated 
■larroa  in  the  memmial  a*  not  only  groandleaa,  bnt  •• 
a  kind  of  threatening,  ill  sailed  to  joar  digni^  and 
onr  independenet. 

Tlie  bank  memorial  It  a  pnbGc  dedaration  that  the 
OovemmeUt  and  Faople  of  the  United  Statsa  are  held 
in  duress  by  (he  nemoriaUata,  and  thai  the  continn- 


Nearij  eleven  mitliona  lent  on  a  capital  of  five  mil- 
iiona three  hundred  ^naand  I  A  aerioBs  disappoint- 
ment to  men  who  expected  no  profit.  Sepnbllos  are 
•aid  to  be  ungratelu.     We  are  certainly  eo  on  the 

The  memorial  next  proceeds  to  aesociala  the  bank 
with  the  Govemment,  cliiming  to  be  a  necossary  ^nl 
indivisible  part  of  it,  showing  the  insufficianey  of  Blat* 
banks  to  answer  the  dignified  purposes  of  their  insti- 
tution 1  and,  after  repeating,  for  the  tenth  time,  the 
awliil  ealamiiiea  awaiting  their  diastdotion,  they  com- 
mend the  hard  caae  of  moneyed  sdstocreciea  and  of 
rich  widow*  and  orphans,  interested  in  their  stock,  to 
the  wisdom  and  jnatice  of  the  Legislatnre.  Tbej 
again  hold  op  the  awful  terrors  of  "a  general  derairge- 
inent  of  credit,"   and  pray   for   a  renewal  of  their 


How,  may  it  please  the  Congress,  this  bank  mamo- 
li^  ii  for  a  grant,  worth,  to  the  stockholders,  rix  mil- 
liona,  and  to  federaUam  and  Britiab  in&uenee  aii^ 
BuUions;  and  if  the  SMUoiial  CMitaised  tha  truib, 


eoBtinn*  IheiT  bank  operations.  II  eentwn*  an  inaalt- 
ing  hiitory  of  fovora  to  tia,  greater  then  their  royal 
master  ever  urged  upon  (he  colonies.  It  deolarea  thai, 
in  tba  management  of  ths  power  of  the  pnree,  for 
twenty  yeara,  it  has  done  everything  for  ua,  and  hu 
rendered  itself  necessary  lo  otu  fuUue  aiaatence.  IW 
ailent  language  is,  "  though  we  fait  lo  conquer  you  by 
the  attotd,  we  hold  you  suspended  by  ths  purss  stiingn. 
We  demsnd  your  gratitude  for  such  uae  of  onr  fundi 
as  we  have  oondesceaded  to  permit  you  to  pay  for; 
and  now,  if  the  pover  is  to  be  withdrawn  from  as,  nil 
your  ealablishments  of  commerce,  finance,  agiicoltnrci 
and  the  arts,  eball  fall  with  us." 

This  language  ia  not  from  a  band  of  patriota,  who 
undertook  to  aid  the  nation,  in  the  fint  struggles  of 
self-govenuoant,  but  of  men,  who,  by  subtlety  and  in- 
terceation,  obtained  a  rliarter,  and  who  have  becouM 
masters  of  the  head-wstera  of  corruption,  through  the 
ill-placed  bounty  of  the  firat  Congreas,  Their  delay 
to  close  their  af&in,  according  to  law,  was  not  for 
public  good,  bM  In  preparation  for  asnddenonset  upon 
a  shcot  session  irf'  yonr  honorable  body.    Hence  Ibeir 

Hence  the  rilenea  of  Federal  ptassoe,  lest  dlsenanoa 
should  awake,  in  your  constltnents,  the  ^irit  of  1770. 
Hence  the  aitifieial  depraaaion  of  sleek,  natii 
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jOBT  tuenoes,  lud  Iha  utfiil  •onnding  of  fntj  Soiim- 
Im  *nd  member.  Hence  the  intimfttioiu,  tb«t  a  mil- 
lioD  uid  quarter  ahoaUt  be  pUcad  in  joar  TreMUi?,  m 
•  coDiidcralian  for  tl>e  ruin  of  jonr  conititaBitU ;  uid 
Wee  the  ahameleia  auertioD,  that  odt  Piecideut,  vtto 
gained  hie  elevilion  b;  hi*  tbie  oppoMtion  to  tti*  char- 
ter of  the  bmnk,  ■nd  other  nunooa  meunree,  U  now  in 
bTor  of  renewkl. 

The  bank  memorlil,  with  iti  icoompaninMUti,  ii  an 
ihinniiig  eommentuT  on  the  oiigiiial  ehattcr.  The 
idiul  dcprecUtion  or  oar  aiNer  and  gold,  by  the  Uni- 
ted Statel'  Bulk,  la  not  to  be  compared  with  the  at- 
tempt to  depreciate  the  iteiling  nilaa  and  repuUican 
inteBrin  of  mr  people. 

HENBT  PHILLIPS, 
JOSEPH  McCLURO, 
Aitd  taxntg-tight  »thtr». 

ToEBDAT,  Febraarf  5. 

The  bi)l  making  ■  farther  diatributiga  ofsach 
laws  of  the  UoUed  Stales  as  respect  the  public 
ItodB  Wis  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  CuTTa,  from  the  cominiiiee,  refMrted  the 
bill  making  Turiher  proTisioa  for  the  Corps  of  Ba- 
gineers  eorrectlf  eBgrMsed;  and  the  Dill  wu 
taken  up  \  aod) 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Aif oERSOif,  recoiaaiitted  to 
I  select  committee,  lo  coD*ist  of  fire  mcatben, 
further  to  consider  ind  report  thereon ;  and 
Ueesr«.  ANDEseoH,  CniWFOSD,  QEfiiiAit,  Smith, 
uf  Marylkud,  and  Bumt,  vere  appointed  the 
eommittee. 

Hr.  AMOBaBOM,  from  the  committee  a ppoio led 
the  34ih  Janoftry  to  consider  the  subject,  reported 
m  bill  aolhoiiiiog  the  sale  and  grant  of  a  certain 
QBaniJiy  of  public  land  to  the  Havre  de  Grace 
Bridge  Company;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
patied  to  a  second  readinc- 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
10  enable  the  people  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans 
to  form  a  eoDaiitutioaandStaie  government,  and 
for  the  admission  of  such  Slate  into  the  Union 
on  RQ  equal  footing  with  the  original  Siaiei,  and 
for  other  purpose! ;"  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
EtiajtD,  it  was  agreed  that  the  aoneiderattos 
thereof  be  furLbei  postponed  and  made  the  oider 
of  the  day  for  lo-morrow. 

The  Senate  reaamed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Vholei  the  bill,  entitled  "An  set  providing  for 
the  final  adjuslment  of  clainw  to  landij  and  for 
the  nte  of  the  pubUo  lands  in  the  Territories  of 
Orleans  and  Ijoaiiiana ;  and,  having  agreed  to  the 
imendments  reported  by  the  select  committee, 
^e  President  reported  the  bill  lo  the  House  ac- 
eordiugly.  On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be 
lead  the  third  time  as  amended  1  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  aSrniilive. 

Tbe.Senatc  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wbole,  the  hill  to  enable  the  Qeorgeiown  Poto- 
nao  Bridge  Company  to  levy  money  for  the  ob- 
ject of  its  incorporation.  On  ihaqDtation,  Shall 
liiii  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  1  the 
wte*  bei»g  equal,  the  pRBauaNT  dete imined  the 
liestion  in  Uie  afflmalive. 


The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  ComnitiM  uf  the 
Whole,  the  bill  making  further  pravisionsfor.iba 
disposal  of  (he  aeeiioni  of  land  heretofore  reecrv- 
ed  for  the  future  diapositioa  of  Congress,  and  for 
otJwr  purposes." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  SMiTB,or  Maryland,  it  wa> 
agreed  that  the  consideration  thereof  be  further 
pcaipooed,  and  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for 
to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill,  entitled  "An  set 
eoneerninc  the  Bank  of  Alexandria." 

Ordered,  That  it  pas*  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  approprja- 
tioaa  for  the  support  of  the  Nav*  of  the  United 
Steles  for  the  year  one  thoosani}  eight  handred 
and  eleven,  wax  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

BANK  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

[r.  Cbawfobo  reported  a  bill  lo  amend  and 
continue  in  force  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  in- 
corporate  tbe  sabscribefs  lo  the  Bank  of  the 
Uniled  States,"  passed  on  the  25ih  day  of  Febru- 
ary, 17M  ;  which  posaed  (o  a  second  reading. 
[The  first  eeotion  continaes  the  act  of  179),  enlil 
le  4th  of  Mamh,  1881,  subject  to  the  following  condi- 

Sae.  S..The  ba>k  to  pa;  into  the  Treasniy,  on  or  be. 
fore  the  4*t  Oelaber, dollars. 

Sac  4.  Bank  to  pay  the  United  Stale*  three  per 
at.  on  all  ■niM  above  one  million,  whidi  ahall  be 
ipoaited  In  the  United  States  for  more  than  one  year. 

See.  fi.  Capital  may  be  increased  by  the  United 
States  lajWO  share*,  not  exceeding M^O in eachyeu. 

Bse.  6.  Ututad  States  lo  have  the  right  to  appoint 

rectors  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  stock  they  may 
hold. 

9ee.  7.  FrassBt  President  and  Director*  may  aerv* 
until  the  Isl  Monday  in  January,  181S. 

Sec  8.  CitiMns,  Aenn  JUt  *tochh(ddBrB,  ^one  la 
vote  for  direclara  ta  alt^d  meetings. 

Sec  ft.  Bank  permitted  to  hold  property  under  ear- 
tain  limttationSi 

Sec  ID.  Not  lo  iMue  note*  t«  greatv  amount  thus 
the  amonnt  of  capital  (lock  paid  in. 

Sec  II.  TbeoOceratthe  head  of  dwTreastvy De- 
partment ahamiave  the  right  to  liMpeAbot^  Ac 

See.  IS.  Act  to  pnnish  franda  on  the  bank  continoed 

Ssc  It.  Thw  act  to  be  void  if  texM 


8*0.  14.  Somncharactof  17*1  repealed  *•  pledp* 
CoBffeea  to  great  a  sharter  to  no  other  bank  dniinf 
tlie  emtinnauce  of  this  eerporetion.] 

Hr.  Crawpobo  also  communicated  a  letter 
from  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  lo  the  Sec- 
retary of  ibe  Treainry,  together  with  the  answer 
of  the  Secretary  thereto  on  the  subject  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  as  follows: 

Saun  Obakbbb,  An.  M,  tSll. 

Bib:  The  MouniCtee  of  the  Senate  lo  whom  haa 
been  oeAned  Ibe  memorial  of  the  PneidantandPimo- 
teesof  UieBankof  the  Uniled  Sutea,  psaying  Ar  a 
TSMwal  «f  Hwir  chwtef ,  have  dlreclad  me  to  leqoart 
ye«  to  eUte  to  the  eommiltee,  whather,  in  jow  opts, 
ton,  the  rroawal  of  the  said  ehartsr  will  not  greatly 
ftailitata  the  eelWeUan  of  the  r "^ 
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Febbuabt,  1811. 


M  Kcpaeted  that  71H1  wilt  Ihniuh  th*  cooiaiittM  with 
the  beta  and  leuoning  upoii  which  jour  opiDion  hM 
boeii  fcrmad,  togethir  with  tocb  othei  infcnaatiini  apon 
thi*  ntl^ct  u  em;  be  in  joar  poMSMim. 

I  un,  *ii,  raipectfullj,  joni  moet  obedieiit  mod  yetj 
humUa  HTTui^ 

WH.  H.  CBAWFOSD. 

To  the  Hon.  AxaswT  Oailatih. 

TBUItTBI  DlPlBTKIITT, 

January  80,  ISII. 

81B  :  Heviiig  mirsajf ,  in  m  i«pMt  to  the  SeuU  of 
Sd  Much,  180S,  expieoed  to;  opinion  in  &Tor  of  a 
lencwalafthedurterof  Ih*  Bank  of  Che  United  BtalM, 
•D  opinioa  which  ramaini  nnchanged,  I  can  odIj  add 
>  lew  fliplanatorrireniaika  in  atuwei  to  the  inquiries 
«f  the  cammittee  •■  etated  in  jour  letter  of  yeaterda;. 

The  banking  lytteo)  U  now  firmly  ealabJlBhtid,  and, 
in  ita  ramificitioaa,  eltetidito  STeiy  part  of  the  United 
Btatei.  Under  that  ijatam,  the  aaiiitanca  of  banki 
appeaia  to  me  neceaaary  for  the  punetaal  collection  of 
the  nrfeane.and  for  the  aafa-keeping  and  tranimiaajon 
of  public  monayi.  That  the  pnnetiialit;  of  paymenta 
is  princdpall;  due  to  baaka,  ia  a  fact  general]  j  acknowl' 
edged.  It  i(,  to  a  certain  degree,  enforced  b;  the  relii' 
aal  of  <mdit  at  the  ct^atom-honae,  id  loDg  aa  •  fbriiMr 
Tsrenua  bond  actnaily  doe  lemaina  noptld.  But  I 
think,  neierthelesi,  that,  in  wder  to  insure  that  pracia- 
ion  in  the  collection,  on  which  dependa  a  correapond- 
ing  diidiarga  of  tba  pablic  engagemanta,  it  would,  if 
BO  use  waa  made  of  banki,  be  found  necaaaarj  toabol- 
iah  altogether  the  credit  now  given  db  tha  pajmant  of 
dutie*  i  a  aoMore  which  would  a&et  the  cooiaiercial 
capital,  and  fall  heavilj  on  the  oonaumen.  That  the 
pibKc  moneji  are  safer  bj  being  weekly  depoaited  in 
banks,  initead  of  accumulating  in  the  hands  of  eoUect- 
ora,  ia  aelf-eTident.  And  their  transmiscion,  whaneTer 
this  may  be  wanted  for  the  porpoae  of  making  pay- 
Dtenia  in  other  placet  than  those  of  collection,  cannot, 
with  any  convenience,  be  effected  on  a  large  (cale  in 
an  eitensiTe  coontiy,  except  through  the  medium  of 
banks,  or  of  persons  acting  as  bankara. 

The  question,  therefore,  ia,  whether  a  bank  incoipo- 
Tated  by  the  United  States,  or  a  numttar  of  hank*  in- 
corpoiated  by  the  aeToial  Statea,  be  moat  conTeniuit 
lor  those  purposes. 

State  banks  may  be  naad,  and  mtist,  in  eaae  of  a 
non-rmewal  of  the  charter,  b«  need  by  the  Tteaaary. 
Preparatory  arrangemsnta  have  alraa*^  been  made  ' 
that  effect;       

HwiUbe 


■aiety  than  at  present,  but  without  any  instqieraUi 
difficulty.  The  diflerence  with  respect  to  safety  reetllts 
&om  the  organization  of  tha  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  by  which  it  ia  responsible  for  the  money  depas- 
ited  in  any  of  its  branches,  while  eadi  of  the  SCata 
banks  which  may  be  employed  will  be  responsible  only 
for  the  auiDi  in  ita  own  hands.  Thus  the  Bank  of  the 
Ontted  States  is  now  answerable  for  the  moneys  cot- 
leeted  at  New  Orleana,  and  deposited  there  in  its 
branch,  a  securi^  which  will  be  loat  nndar  a  different 
•nangement.  Nor  will  the  United  Statea  have  any 
Mhai  control  vnt  the  inanner  in  which  the  bnsineaB  of 
the  bank*  may  be  oondneted,  than  what  may  Teanll 
fttnn  the  power  of  withtewing  the  pvblie  drooeitM; 
and  they  wUl  less  that  whidt  a  charter  or  a  o^eod- 
enoo  on  the  Oeneral  Gorernmnit  for  a  charter  now 
»  theBaakoftheUmtadBtataa.    Theboili^ 


believed  that  the  ordinary  JMsi- 
I  tiuonghthev  mediim,  with  less 


wanted,  will,  ftr  the  aame  reaaon,  be  leataned.and  tha 
nationsl  power  will  to  that  extent  be  impaired.  It  may 
be  added  that,  evenlbr  the  ordinary  bnsinan  of  reeeir* 
ing  and  tranamitting  pablic  monaya,  the  use  of  a  State 
bank  may  be  forbidden  by  the  State,  and  that  loans  to 
the  United  States,  ore,  by  many  of  the  charten,  forbid- 
den, wichont  a  special  permission  from  the  State. 

A*  it  is  not  perceived,  on  the  other  hand,  that  a  sin- 
gle advantage  will  accrue  to  the  public  &om  tha  change, 
no  reason  presents  itself,  onthegroundsofeipedieneyi 
why  an  untried  system  should  be  substituted  to  one 
under  which  the  TrEasniy  businaas  has  so  long  been 
conducted  with  perfect  security  to  the  United  States, 
and  great  convenience  not  only  to  the  officers  but  also 
to  all  those  who  have  had  paymenta  ofa  public  nature 

It  does  not  seem  necessary  to  advert  to  tha  particq- 
lar  objections  made  against  the  present  charter,  as 
these  may  easily  be  obviated  by  proper  alterations. 
What  has  been  called  a  TTational  Bank,  or,  in  other 
words,  a  new  Bank  of  thv  United  Btatea,  instead  of 
the  existing  one,  may  be  obtained  by  such  alterations. 
The  cajntal  may  be  eitendod  and  more  equally  distrib- 
uted  i  new  stockholders  may  be  substituted  to  the  for- 
eigners, aa  had  been  luggeated  in  the  report  of  the  Sd 
March,  1809;  and  any  oiheimodificstiona,  whidtmay 
be  thought  expedient,  may  be  introduced,  without  in* 
terrapting  the  operationa  of  the  inatltntion  now  in 
force,  sod  without  distnrbibg  ail  the  commarcia]  con- 
cerns of  the  eoontry. 

If,  indeed,  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea  could  be 
removed  wiihonC  affeetug  either  ita  numeroua  debtors, 
the  otiier  moneyed  institutionB,  or  the  circnlalion  of 
the  conotry,  the  ordinary  fiscal  operations  of  Govern- 
ment would  not  be  materially  deranged,  and  might  be 
carried  on^y  meana  of  another  geaeial  bank,  or  of 
Stale  banks.  But  the  transition  will  be  attended  with 
much  individual,  and,  probaldy.  with  no  inconaiderabla 
public  injury.  It  is  impossible  that  an  institulion 
wluch  circulates  thirteen  millions  of  dollars,  and  to 
whom  the  merchants  owe  fourteen,  should  terminata 
its  operations,  particularly  in  the  present  uo&vorable 
state  of  the  American  commerce,  and  aAer  the  great 
losses  lately  experienced  abroad,  without  giving  aso- 
riona  shock  to  commercial,  banking,  and  national 
credit.  It  is  not  intended  to  overrate  the  extent  of 
an  evil  which  there  are  no  certain  data  to  appreciate. 
And,  without  eipatialing  on  the  fatal  and  unavoidable 
•IBwts  on  its  dividsnds,  without  dwelling  on  the  incon- 
Tonience  of  repaying,  at  this  time,  to  Europe  a  capital 
of  seven  milUona,  and  without  adverting  to  other  poa- 
uble  dangera  of  a  more  general  nature,  it  appears  suf- 
ficient to  state  that  the  some  body  of  men  who  owe 
fourteen  millions  of  dollars  to  the  hank,  owe  also  ten 
or  twelve  to  the  United  States,  on  which  the  receipts 
into  the  Treasury  for  this  year  altogether  depend  ;  and 
that,  exclusively  of  absolute  failures,  it  is  improbable 
that  both  debts  can  be  punctually  paid  at  the  same 
time.  Nor  must  it  be  forgotten  that  tha  approacliing; 
non -importation  will  considerably  lessen  the  efficiaacy 
of  tha  provision  by  which  subsequent  credits  are  re- 
fiised  to  importers  who  have  not  discharged  fiirmer 
revenue  bonds.  Upon  the  whole,  a  perfitct  conviction 
is  fiix,  that,  in  the  critical  situation  of  the  country, 
new  etila  ought  not  to  be  superadded,  and  a  peritona 
eiperimant  be  attempted,  unless  required  by  an  impe- 

In  these  hasty  remarfca,  I  have  not  advertBd  to  the 
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FiBBMBT,  1811. 


Sbhati. 


n  foi  du  BacTatu7  of  tha  TrM*OTT>  Pannit 
iTOT,  for  my  own  atks,  iimplj  to  itate,  that 
tke  bank  ehutar,  having  for  a  munlMT  of  jean  be«it 
uMi  upon  or  tcqiuMced  in  as  if  ConalitDtionBl  b;  all 
At  conititalal  authoritiM  of  the  nalioii,  and  thinking 
ajwlf  the  me  of  banLa  to  b«  at  preeent  neesaaarj  for 
llw  eierdse  of  the  legitimate  po««n  of  the  General 
Gorernment,  tha  continaation  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uui- 
tti  State*  haa  not,  in  the  view  nhich  I  have  baen  able 
to  lake  of  the  lubject,  appeared  to  me  to  bs  unconMitu- 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  mpecllullj,  air,  joiu  obedi- 
ent lerrant, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
Hon.  Wm.  H.  Cbiwfi 


Wm.tisDAr,  February  6. 

Mr.  Bradlft  preeeaied  the  petition  of  Chi 
lotte  H»zeo,  relict  of  the  late  Brigadier  Qeaeral 
Hoses  Hazeo,  praying  a  ^rant  of  land  may  be 
made  to  her,  as  a  Canadjaa  refugee,  or  that  - 
tmali  addition,  in  liea  thereof,  may  be  added  i 
ber  preseot  pension  from  Congress,  for  reasooa 
slated  at  large  in  the  petition ;  which  wai  read, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  knd 
Uessrs.  BaADLEr,  FRANKLrif,  and  Qebmar,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  B.,  also,  presented  the  memorial  of  James 
Wilkinson,  staling  that  he  has  made  sundry  ad- 
rances  of  money  in  the  course  of  his  military  ser- 
vice, forwbich,  no  proTisioQ  baring  been  made  by 
law,  be  cannot  obtain  credit  therefor  at  the  prop- 
er aceoantine  offices;  and  that  he  is  improperly 
charged  on  tlie  boolu  of  the  War  Department 
with  ditbunemenis  made  by  him  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  certain  orders  from  the  Exeeatire,  and 
praying  relief,  for  reasons  therein  mentioned;  and 
the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
coamiitee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon,  by  bill 
aroiherwise;  and  Messrs.  BBAOLEy,  CampbeiiL, 
anlGREoo,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  AitnEBaoN,  from  the  commitlee  to  whom 
wit  referred  "  the  bill  making  further  prOTision 
for  the  Corps  of  Engineers,"  reported  it  with 
amendments;  wfaieh  were  read. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatires 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  hare  passed  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  compensation  to 
John  EngeoeLeitzendorfer,  forserTices  rendered 
Ike  United  States  in  tbe  war  with  Tripoli,"  with 
an  amendment,  in  which  they  request  the  con- 
earrence  of  tbe  Senate.  Tbe  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ■  An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  Richard 
Tnrin,  William  Coleman,  Bdwin  Lewis,  Sam- 
nel  Mima,  Jtueph  Wilson,  and  the  Baptist  Church 
itSilem  Meeting-honse,  in  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory; also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  providing  For 
the  sale  of  a  tract  of  land  lying  in  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  and  a  tract  in  tbe  Indiana  Territoryj" 
in  which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Seaate. 

The  billa  last  brought  vp  for  eonearrence  were 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  teadiDg. 
^  Tbe  amendment  of  tbe  House  of  Repreaentt- 
lins  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  com- 


paitsalion  to  John  Eugene  Leitzandorfer,  for  ser- 
vices rendered  the  United  States  in  the  war  with 
Tripoli."  was  read. 

Mr.  Cbawpobd,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  ■object,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
payment  of  certain  certificates,  credits,  and  pen- 
sions, and  for  other  purposes.  And  the  bill  was 
read  and  pasted  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  entitled,  "An  act  concerning  the  Bank 
of  Alexandria,"  was   read   the  third  time  and 

The  Senate  reanmed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  bilt,  ealitled  "An  act  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  Government  for  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven;"  and 
having  agreed  to  the  amendment,  on  motion,  by 
Hr.  Cahpbill,  it  was  agreed  that  the  further 
consideratiott  of  tha  hill  oe  postponed  until  to- 

The  following  Measage  was  received  from  the 
Pbesidsiit  or  tbe  UaiTEo  Statib: 
7b  Me  Senatt  of  the  United  Statei  .■ 

I  traasnitlo  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  BeaeUiyof 
Stale,  compljiiig  with  thaii  raaolution  of  the  Srst  in- 
stMt.  JAMBS  MADISON. 

FaaaiiABr  G,  1811. 

The  Measage  and  report  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  making  further  provisions  for  the 
disposal  of  the  sections  of  land,  heretofore  re- 
serred  for  the  future  diiposition  of  Congress,  and 
for  other  purpoees;"  aad  after  progress,  it  was 
agreed  that  the  cousidetation  thereof  be  further 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  bill,  enttlled  "An  act  providing  for  the 
final  adjustment  of  claims  to  lands,  and  for  the 
sale  of  public  land  in  the  Territories  of  Orleaosaod 
Lonisiana,"  was  read  the  third  time  as  amended. 

Renived,  That  this  bill  pasa  with  ameadiaent*. 

THuaauAT,  February  7. 

The  bill  to  amend  and  continue  in  force  an  ael, 

ititled  "An  act  to  iacorporUe  the subecrtbers  to 
tbe  Baitk  of  tbe  United  States,"  passed  oil  the 
twenty-fifth  day  of  February,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  niitety-one,  was  read  the  second 
,  and  on  motion,  by  Illr.  Cbawpobd,  it  was 
agreed  that  the  further  consideration  thereof  be 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

The  bill  to  aulhwize  the  payment  of  certain 
certificates,  credits,  and  pensioasi  and  for  other 
purposes,  was  read  the  second  Lime. 

Mr.  ANDEasDN  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
ihould  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  extend  the 
ieht  of  suffrage  in  tbe  Indiana  Territory,  and  for 
oioer  purposes. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  sale  and  grant  of  a 
,.rlain  quanlily  of  public  land  to  Havre  de  Orace 
Bridge  Company,  was  read  tbe  second  time. 

Mr.  CAureetL.  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  providing 
for  the  removal  of  the  land  office  eatablisbed  m 
Naafaville,  in  the  Bute  of  Te&sesaee.snd  Canton, 
'    the  SMie  of  Ohio ;  aad  to  anlhorise  tbe  Re-  ■ 
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gttUr  aod  RecMfvr  of  PvfaUe  Monevslo  niperin- 
tud  tbe  pabiic  mIm  ofUod  in  the  distriet  eaii  of 
f  earl  rirer,"  reported  it  wiib  amend awDd ;  which 
we  reread. 

Tbe  bill,  eatiiled  "ADaotfortherelierofRich- 
ard  Terria,  William  Coleman,  Edwia  Lewia, 
8amu«t  Mimi,  Joseph  WilM>n,  and  the  Bapiitt 
Cbmcb  at  Salem  Meeting -house,  in  tbe  Misii*- 
■ippi  Teiritory,"  was  read  tbe  second  time,  and 
Feferred  to  a  select  conaiitree,  to  coniider  and 
report  tbereon  ;  and  Me«$T>.  Oheoo,  Fra>kum, 
■od  Bbavlht,  were  appointed  the  commiuee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "Ad  act  proriding  for  the 
ale  of  a  tract  of  land  lying  in  the  State  of  Tm- 
neseee,  and  a  tract  in  the  Indiana  Territorr  "  wsi 
lead  theaeeond  time, and  referred  toaaelectoom- 
nitlee,  to  eontider  and  report  Ihereon ;  and 
HesEia.  WoRTBiNOTOM,  Cxttr^BLL,  and  FkamK' 
UK.  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Tbe  Senate  reanmed  tbe  third  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  lo  enable  the  peopH  of  the 
Territory  of  Orleans  to  form  a  eoHtiiation  and 
ELlate  government,  and  for  the  admiuioK  of  snah 
Slate  into  the  UaioD  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
oriKinsl  Stales,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Onthequestion,  Shall  this  bill  paw aiaraendedl 
it  wae  determined  in  the  affirmative— yea*  22,' 
nays  10,  as  follows : 

T>Ae— MeMr*.  Animnoa,  Btvnt,  CamnbeU,  Glaj, 
OondU,  Crawdrd,  OnUi,  Franklin,  Oaillaid,  Gbegfi 
Lambert,  Laib,  H4tkeWMni,  Piqie,  Kobinnn,  &nith  of 
Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tnmw, 
Whilflttda,  and  Worthincten. 

Niii — Ueiara.  Bayard,  Cham^in,  D>na,  Qwman, 
CHlman,  Qoodri^,  Honey,  Lloyd,  Pickering,  andBaed. 

So  it  was  Sfolvvi,  That  this  bill  pus  with 
amendments. 

The  Senate  reanmed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appro- 
priaiinns  for  the  support  of  Qorernment  for  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleren." 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  conaidera- 
lioD  thereof  be  postponed  nntil  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  tbe 
amendment  of  tbe  House  of  Repmentatieee  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  eomfvenanlion 
10  John  Eugene  Leitzendorfer,  lor  services  ren- 
dered the  United  Staiee  in  the  war  with  Tripoli." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bba»lsy, 

Baolved,  Tbai  thtf  disagree  thereto. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
PaaaiDENT  ot  the  Unitsd  SvATfie : 
3b  the  Senate  of  the  VhUedStaiet  .- 

I  tranimit  to  the  Benate  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
dM  TressuiT,  complyinB  with  their  resolution  of  the 
Slat  Jsnnuy  tsrt.  JAMES  MADIBON. 

PSBBDiaT?,  1811. 

The  Uesmge  and  report  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  tbe  Senate. 

The  Senate  resnmed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  making  a  further  disulbntion  of 
such  laws  of  tbe  United  Staiesac  respect  ihepub- 
Ue  lands.  On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  ea- 
pnaedandieadatliirdtimel  it  wasdetermtned 
in  tbe  aifitoiaUve. 


Famac&nT,  16^1. 


Mr.  FautKLiK,  fram  the  c 

as  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  incorpo- 
rating the  Protestant  Episcopal  Cbnreh,  in  tbe 
town  of  Alexandria,  in  the  DiMrici  of  Cotambia, 
reported  it  without  amendnnent. 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

Od  motion,  by  Mr.  Pbineliw, 

BeitAeed,  That  tbe  President  of  the  United 
Stales  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the 
Senate  such  information  as  he  may  possess  rela- 
tive to  the  accounts  of  George  W.  Erring,  for 
his  serrices  and  compensation  for  atleoding  the 
Board  of  Commissioners,  esubliihed  under  the 
seventh  article  of  the  British  Uealy. 

Fkidat,  February  8. 

Ur.  AiiDBBaaM  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  eiiend  the  right  of  suffrage  is 
tbe  Indiana  Territory,  and  for  other  purposes ; 
nrhicb  was  read,  and  passed  to  tbe  second  reading. 

Ur.  AaDfinaoK,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
David  Porter,  a  Commander  in  the  Navy  of  tbe 
United  Stales ;  which  was  tead,  and  passed  (o  ibe 
second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for 
the  removal  of  the  land  office  established  at  Nash- 
ville, in  the  Stale  of  Tenneisee,  and  Canton,  in 
tbe  Slate  of  Ohio :  and  to  authorize  tbe  Register 
and  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys  to  superintend 
the  nublie  tales  of  land  in  the  district  east  of 
Pearl  River,"  together  with  the  amendments  re- 
ported thereto  by  the  select  committee  ;  and  hav- 
ing agreed  thereto,  ihe  President  reported  the  bill 
to  tbe  House  accordioglv. 

On  the  question^  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  7  it  was  determined  in  the  aSir- 

Mr.  Cdttb  repotlei  from  the  committee,  the 
bill  making  a  further  dislribotion  of  such  laws  uf 
the  United  States  as  respect  the  public  lands,  cor- 
rectly engrossed ;  and  toe  bill  was  read  the  third 
tim^  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  bill  making  foiiber  provision  fur  tbe 
Corps  of  Engioeers,  iMether  with  the  amendmeDts 
reported  thereto  bv  the  select  committee ;  and 
having  agreed  to  lae  amendments,  tbe  Ptesideat 
reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Leib,  to  strike  out.  in  sec- 
tion five,  line  two,  after  tbe  word  "  buttdings," 
tbe  following  words;  "  at  such  place  as  shall  be 
desigaeiedby  the  President  of  the  United  States," 
for  tbe  puniose  of  inserting,  in  lieu  thereof,  the 
words  "iDCarlisle,in  the  State  of  Penasylvania:" 
a  division  of  tbe  question  was  called  for :  and 
the  (juesiion  was  taken  an  striking  out,  and  de- 
termmed  in  the  negative— yeas  U,  nays  17,  as 
follows: 

Yiii— Messra.  Condit,  German,  Oilman,  Goodiiclh 
Or^t,  l^nriMit,  Laib,  IJoyd,  Mathewson,  PiekerinB, 
Beed,  Bobinuin,  Smith  of  M srilsitd,  and  WhitaHda. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayard,  Bradley,  Brent, 
Uhamplin,  Clay,  Crawford,  CnUa,  Franklin,  GaiUard, 
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ProeeeJingt. 


SCKATB. 


Giles,  HwMT,  Pope,  Tail,  T^kx,  Tomar,  and  War- 
iluagua. 

Oa  the  quesiioD,  Shall  this  bill  be  engroued 
and   read  a  third  time  ma  amended  1  it  wai    ' 
lermioed  in  the  affirmatiTe. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
W  hole,  the  bill  to  authorize  the  payment  of  cer- 
taia  cettificalej,  credit*,  and  peDiioni,  end  for 
other  purposes. 

Ob  motion,  bjr  Mi.  BaAOLBT,  it  iraa  agreed 
that  the  conudeiatioa  thereof  be  poitponed  and 
iii«da  the  order  of  the  dajr  for  Monday  next. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  ineorporatiog 
ProtestaDt  Episco[)ai  Cliarch  ia  the  town  ol  __ 
exaadria,  in  the  Diairiel  of  Columbia,"  was  reid 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Od  motion,  D)'  Mi.  BaADLir, 

jtemdved,  That  a  committee  be  appaiDtfJ  ti 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  eslablishing  at 
additional  collection  diaiiict  on  the  northeiL 
boundaries  of  the  United  States,  with  leare  to 
report  by  biU  or  othenriae. 

Ordered,  That  Messn.  BaADLjty,  Qiuuh,  tuid 
Cbawforo,  be  the  committee. 

The  Senate  lesamed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  aatborizing  the  sale  and  grant  of 
a  cerum  qaantiiy  of  public  land  to  the  Havrade 
Orace  Bridge  Company.  And  ou  the  question. 
Shall  this  bill  be  eugroued  and  read  a  third  time  1 
it  was  deleimined  in  the  affiimatire. 

The  Senate  lesumed,  as  ia  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  tbe  coUecton  of 
the  ports  of  Norfolk,  Baltimpie,  and  Philadelphia. 
And  00  the  queslion.  Shall  thia  bill  be  engiossed 
and  read  a  third  time  1  it  wai  determine  a  in  the 
affirmatite. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  declating  tha  laws  dow  in  force 
in  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  to  extend  to  and  to 
have  full  forea  and  effect  to  the  lirer  Perdido, 
puisnant  to  the  treaty  eoacluded  at  Paris  on  the 
30th  day  of  April,  1803,  and  for  other  parpoaes. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Gi[.bb,  it  was  recommitted 
to  tbe  committee  appointed  the  Sch  of  Deeember 
OD  so  much  of  tha  Menace  of  the  President  of 
th«  United  States  as  relates  to  that  subject. 

Mr.  Bbbkt  tnbmitted  tbe  foUowisg  motion; 

lUtokied,  TbalacommiUea  be  ^ptMQlad  to  biingin 
a  bill  makijig  conpeasatioa  to  certain  offlcen  of  the 


Mr.  Bb«dlbi,  from  the  committee  appointed 
this  day  to  consider  the  sabject,  reported  the  bill 
to  establish  the  distiicts  of  Memphieymagtfg, 
of  Otwagatchie,  and  of  the  White  Mountains; 
and  the  biil  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
-leading. 

Mr.  CI.AY  presented  tbe  peiitioa  of  Philip  Ham- 
mond, on  behalf  of  himself  and  of  the  heirs  of 
John  Prior,  deceased,  praying  that  he  and  tbe 
said  heirs  may  be  compensated  for  certain  services 
rendered  by  him  ana  tbe  said  Johu  Prior  to  the 
United  State^asmentioned  in  the  peiiiioo;  which 
was  read,  and  rebiied  to  a  select  committee,  to 
consider  and  lepoit  thereon  by  bill  or  otbeiwisei 
and  Messrs.  Clat,  Caupbell,  and  t^'aiMKUH, 
were  appointed  tbe  committee. 
1  nil  Coir.  3d  Sxas.— 5 


Ho  an  AY,  Febraarj  11. 

Mr.  QiiJse  introduced  a  bill  in  addition  lo  an 
ael,eDtiiled  "Aa  act  to  amend  the  judicial  system 
of  tbe  United  Slates,"  as  follows : 

"Be  H  enaeled,  Sie.,  Thst  daring  the  term  of  tha 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  commencing  on 
die  first  Honds;  of  Febmarr  instsnt,  the  said  court 
(hall  be  htddsn  I^  the  Joiticei  tharaof,  or  anr  three  of 
than  :  ProMed,  that  iu  eaae  only  three  Judgea  he 
pieeant,  the  said  court  ^all  not  have  power  to  hear  or 
detarmioe  an;  ease,  witlwnt  the  consent  of  die  paitiea 
or  their  counsel,  exc4^  those  bion^  before  tiia  eooil 
bam  the  Citcuit  Court  of  tbe  Diatiict  of  Colimbia." 

The  bill  was  twice  road  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
Batard,  Gileb,  and  Clat. 

Tbe  bill  for  tbe  rdief  of  Darid  Porter,  a  com* 
mandai  in  ibe  Nary  of  the  United  States,  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  extend  the  right  of  saflrage  in  the 
Indiana  Territory,  and  for  other  purposes,  wae 
read  the  second  lime  and  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, tocoosider  and  report  ibereon;  andMeisra. 
WoRTDiNOTON,  AHosBson,  and  Greob,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

The  bill  lo  esubliih  tbe  districts  of  Memphrey- 


The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  tha 
bill  to  enable  the  Geoigeiown  Potomac  Bridge 
Company  to  tery  money  for  the  object  of  its  in- 
corpoiatioo. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  PioEEaiNO,  tha  bill  was 

committed  lo  e  select  committee,  farther  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Pickeriiki, 
AHOEBsoit,  and  Tarr,  were  appointed  the  com- 

iliee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill  to  BBihorlza  tha 
fMyment  of  eertain  certificates,  credits,  and  pea- 
~~~~  I,  and  for  other  pnrpotes. 

1  motion,  by  Mr.  Cbjlwfoko,  it  was  rwom- 
!d  to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  fire 
mamher<,  furtbei  to  consider  and  report  thereon  ; 
and  Messrs.  Cbawfobd,  Fbanxlih,  Goodrich, 
BaAnLBT,  and  CoantT,  were  appointed  the  com- 

The  engrossed  bill  making  farther  pravisioa 
for  the  Corps  of  Engineers  was  read  the  third  time 
as  amended,  and  the  blank  filled.  On  the  qaestion, 
Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amended?  it  was  deter* 
mined  in  the  affirmatir^— yeas  19,  nays  10,  as 
follows : 


Taylor,  Tumei,  Wbiteride,  and  WortfainRlao. 

Nats — Maasn.  Oondit,  Dana,  Gennan,  OihaaKi 
Goodrich,  Lambert,  ImIs  Piehehng,  Raed,  and  Bob. 

RuiAwd,  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  thelitis 
thereof  be  "An  act  makiog  farther  proTision  for 
the  Corps  of  Engineers." 

Mr.  Batard,  from  the  committee  lo  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  in  addition  to  on  act,  entitled 
"An  act  to  amend  tbe  judicial  system  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,"  reported  it  with  an  aroendnteni) 
which  was  read  aad  agreed  to  as  in  ComDiittw 
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I  of  the  Whole,  and  ibe  President  reported  the  bill 

I  to  the  Home  accordingly. 

j  On  ihe  qaeaiioD,  Bhtll  this  bill  be  engrossed 

i  and  read  a  third  lime  aa  amended?  il  was  deter- 

mined, bj  oaauimouv  consent,  in  (he  affirmative. 

A  message  from  the  Honse  of  RepresenistiTe* 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
m  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  atiibarize  the  election 
of  iherifia,  in  the  lodiana  Territorr ;"  >I»),  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  enii' 
tied  'An  act  supplemeniarr  to  the  act  Concerning 
CoqsuIe  aod  Vice  Comnli,  and  for  the  further 
protection  of  American  teamen  j"  in  which  bills 
thcf  desire  the  coocuTrence  of  the  Senate.  They 
bare  also  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An  net  to  In- 
corporate the  subscribers  to  the  Farmers'  Bank 
of  Alexandria,"  with  amendments,  in  which  they 
ask  the  coucurrence  of  the  Senate ;  the  hilL  en- 
titled "An  act  to  incorporate  (he  Bank  of  Poto- 
mac," with  anaraendmeoc,  in  which  they  ask  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate ;  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Washington," 
with  araendraents,  in  which  they;  ask  the  aoDcar- 
rence  of  the  Senate;  also,  (he  bill,  entitled  "Ad 
act  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Georgetown," 
with  amendDients,  in  which  ibey  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate.  The  House  of  Represent'' 
aliresconcnr  in  all  the  amendments  of  (he  Senate 
to  the  bill,  emilled  '*Ad  act  to  enable  the  people 
of  the  Territory  of  Orleans  to  form  a  consIitU' 
tioD  and  State  goremment,  and  for  the  admission 
of  such  Slate  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  States,  and  for  other  purposes," 
except  the  second,  to  which  they  do  not  agree. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend' 
ment  to  the  last  mentioned  bill  disagreed  to  by 
the  House  of  Representatives;  and  on  motioii, 
by  Mr.  Batakd,  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  two  last  bills  brought  up  for  concurrence 
were  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  CuTTs,  fronl  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  "An  aet  toaroend 
the  judicial  aystem  of  the  United  States,"  cor- 
rectly engrossed ;  and  (he  bill  was  read  the  third 
time  by  unanimous  consent. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass?  it  was 
determined  in  the  affifmaiive — yeas  33,  nays  2, 
aa  follows: 

'  Tais — Messrs.  Aadsnoo,  Bajard,  Bradley,  Camp- 
bell, Chanplin,  Cla;,  Conilit,  Crawford,  Dana,  Frank- 
lin, Osill*Td,GsnD  an,  GDca,  Oilman,  Geodrich,  Horsey, 
I>eib,  Lloyd,  I^ckerin^,  Smith  of  New  Voik,  Taylor, 
Tninar,  and  Whilenile. 

Nats — Hesns.  Read  and  Worlhin^n. 

So  it  was  Jietotved,  That  ihis  bill  pau,  and 
that  the  title  thereof  be  "An  act  in  addition  to 
an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  amend  ibe  judicial  sys- 
tem of  the  Uaited  Suies." 

Mr.  PtcKCRiMO,  from  the/committee  to  whom 
was  recommitted  the  bill  to  enable  the  Qeorge- 
(own  Bridge  Company  to  levy  money  for  the  ob- 
ject of  its  incorporation,  reported  it  amended. 

Mr.  CRAwronn,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
wai  recommitted  the  bill  to  authorize  (he  pay- 
ment of  certain  certificate*,  credits,  and  penaioiu, 


and  for  other  purpoMs,  asked  leave  to  report  a 
new  bill ;  which  was  read  and  passed  to  (he  sec- 
ond reading. 

The  PaesiDBNT  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Qorernor  of  the  Slate  of  Ohio,  enclosing  a 
resolution  of  that  Legislature,  approving  (he 
amendment  to  the  Coostitulion  of  the  United 
Slates  respecting  titles  of  nobility;  which  were 

Ordered,  That  they  be  transmitted  to  the  office 
of  the  Secretary  for  (he  Department  of  State. 

The  following  Message  was  receired  from  the 
pREBinEHT  OP  THE  Uhited  States  : 
To  the  Senate  oftU  UnUed  State*  .■ 

I  trsnimit  to  the  Sanita  a  report  of  the  Seerctsry  of 
the  Treaiurj,  complying  with  their  rMolalion  of  the- 
7th  instant  JAMES  MADIBON. 

FiaatrAST  II,  1811. 

The  Message  and  report  were  read  and  ordered 
to  be  prtoied  for  the  use  of  (he  Senate. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  BTATE8. 

The  Senate  reanmed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  amend  and  cootioue  in  force 
an  ac(,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  (be  sub- 
Ecribersto  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,"  passed 
on  the  25th  day  of  February,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-one. 

Mr.  AiinERSON  said  that  having  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  who  reportedthe  bill  before 
the  Senate,  and  not  feeiiog  himself  at  liberty  to 
oppose  the  introduciion  orthe  report,  yet,  think- 
ing it  might  be  advisable  to  try  the  principle  be- 
fore they  proceeded  to  discuss  the  detailt,  he  should 
move  to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill.  He 
would  baieiy  observe  that,  was  this  not  a  ques- 
tion which  was  generally  understood,  on  waich 
not  only  every  member  of  this  House,  bni  every 
citizen  of  the  United  States  had  made  up  his 
mind,  he  iihould  feet  himself  hound  to  offer  rea- 
sons in  support  of  the  motion;  but,  inasmuch  as 
it  was  m  question  which  every  gentleman  had 
doubtless  decided  in  his  own  mind,  be  felt  unwill- 
ing to  take  up  aoy  more  of  the  attention  of  the 
Senate,  eapeciallv  &o  late  in  the  session,  when 
there  was  so  much  business  of  importance  before 
them,  wbich  required  to  be  acted  on. 

Mr.  CRAWFOBn  said  this  was  a'  way  of  dts- 
postog  of  business  which  struck  him  as  some- 
what astouishiog.  A  bill  was  proposed  to  the 
Senate  to  contioue  in  operation  an  institution  of 
twenty  years  standing,  the  good  effects  of  which 
had  been  universally  experienced,  whose  influ- 
ence on  the  public  prosperity  was  admitted  hj 
all;  and,  without  assignmg  any  reason  why  it 
should  not  be  continued,  they  were  told  that  the 
pnbtie  sentimeot  had  decided  the  question,  and 
every  gentleman  must  have  made  up  his  mind. 
He  appealed  to  the  gentleman  who  made  the 
motion,  whetber  this  was  a  fair  and  magnani- 
mous mode  of  procedure.  How  was  it  possible 
for  the  friends  of  this  bill  to  meet  objections 
never  made?    To  foresee  (he  grounds  on  which 

gmtlemen  would  hare  made  up  their  minds? 
urely,  when  a  question  of  this  magnitude  waa 
to  be  decided,  it  ought  to  be  expected  that  some 
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msoQs  should  be  offered  why  the  bill  sboald  be 
rejected.  Mr.  C.  said  be  hoped  if  [lie  hoDOiable 
geoilemaa  from  Teaoeasee  ahuae  (□  veil  himself 
■nd  argumeDi  from  discussion,  oa  the  ground 
thai  he  had  made  up  his  mind,  that  some  gentle- 
man would  coadesceiid  to  gire  reasons  in  favoi 
of  the  moiiou. 

Mr.  Shitb,  of  Maryland,  said  there  was  cer- 
lajnly  nolhiog  novel  in  the  course  tahea  by  the 
geDUeman  from  Tennessee.  The  eentleman  from 
Georgia  could  not  bo  ignorant  that  some  of  the 
Stale  Legislatures  had  taken  the  subject  up.  It, 
therefore,  became  the  duty,  wiih  al!  respect  lo 
his  friend  from  Georgia,  or  ihe  introducer  of  the 
bill  to  give  some  reason  lo  induce  the  Senate  to 
give  their  votes  for  a  renewal  of  the  charter. 

Mr.  Akderson  said  that  he  had  deemed  it 
strictly  proper  and  parliamentary  to  make  the 
motion  which  be  had  offered  to  the  House.  He 
deemed  it  incumbeitt  aa  thosewho  meant  to  sup- 
port this  bill  to  assign  the  reasons  why  the  sec- 
tion should  not  be  struck  out.  To  his  mind,  Mr. 
A.  said,  this  system  was  ioSoiteljr  more  injurious 
than  beaeficiol;  it  created  a  kind  of  fictitious 
wealth  in  the  community;  destroyed  in  a  degre< 
the  firm  principlea  of  our  political  inscituiions 
and,  if  we  went  on  wiih  it  for  twenty  years  more 
we  should  be  at  least  fifty  years  older,  he  wouli 
not  say  In  corruption,  but  in  the  want  of  tbi 
strict  political  virtue  which,  if  the  bank  had 
never  have  eiistei,  we  might  have  maiDtained. 
This  opinion  was  a  sufficient  objection,  without 
saying  anything  of  the  unconstitutionality  of  the 
thing,  which  to  him  had  always  been  «  para- 
mount objection. 

Mr.  Cratforu  said  that  the  gentlemen  from 
Tennessee  and  Maryland  had  misconceived  what 
he  had  said.  He  nad  not  complained  that  the 
motion  was  made;  nothing  like  it.  He  knew 
that  such  a  course  was  sometimes  pursued.  But 
it  was  the  first  time  he  ever  koewsuch  a  motion 
to  be  made  without  a  discussion  of  the  details, 
without  a  detailed  statement  of  the  reasons  for 
opposing  such  and  such  provisions.  He  must  he 
permitted  to  state  that  such  a  course  was  not 
usual  in  this  or  any  other  body,  as  that  a  chair- 
man bhould  be  called  upon  to  state  reasons  which 
induced  a  commiltee  to  leport  any  provision, 
when  a  motion  was  made  wiiich  went  to  put  an 
end  to  aDy  discussion  of  the  detail.  Qenilemeu 
assumed  the  affirmative  side  of  the  question; 
they  were  about  to  defeat  the  bill — ou^ht  they 
noi  lo  assign  their  leaaons?  What  a  situation 
am  I  placed  in,  said  Mr.  C.  How  is  it  possible 
I  can  foresee  alithe  objections  to  the  bilH  And 
if  perchance  I  should  foresee  them  and  defeat 
Ihem,  will  not  gentlemen  say  these  are  not  the 
reasons  which  influenced  their  votes?  It  is 
like  pursuing  a  wilt-o'- the- wisp;  you  can  never 
arrive  at  the  (rue  object  of  pursuit.  I  should 
hamblf  hope,  sir,  that  some  gentlemaa,  who 
wishes  to  put  an  end  to  this  bill,  would  assign 
the  reasons  on  which  he  determined  to  give  his 


form  the  Senate  of  the  reasons  which  induced 
them  to  report  a  bill.  I  was  not  on  the  commil- 
tee, said  be.  There  were  but  five  on  it;  and  cou- 
sequenlly  there  are  twenty-nine  of  us  who  can- 
not tell  what  induced  that  gentleman  to  report 
the  bill  which  has  produced  this  agitation  among 
us,  and  which  some  of  the  States  have  dectarea 
hostile  to  the  Constitution.  I  was  so  certain 
that  the  gentleman  would  give  hts  view  of  the 
subject,  that  I  did  not  come  prepared  to  eutet 
into  the  question.  I  did  expect  to  hear  some- 
thing from  that  eentleman  which  I  or  some  other 
genlTeman  would  have  thought  it  our  duty  (o 
give  an  answer  to. 

Mr.  Crawfohd  said  that  he  should  proceed, 
though  reluctantly,  lo  explain  (he  reasons  of  the 
committee  for  reporting  the  bill,  which  is  now 
under  consideration.  After  the  mnst  minute  ei- 
aminalion  of  the  Consiitulion,  Ihe  majority  of 
that  committee  were  decidedly  of  opinion  that 
the  Congress  of  the  United  Slates  were  clearly 
invested  with  power  to  pass  such  a  bill.  The 
object  of  the  Constitution  was  two-fold:  Isl,  the 
delegation  of  cerlain  general  powers,  of  a  natiooal 
nature,  to  the  Government  of  the  United  Slates; 
and  8d,  Ihe  limitation  or  restriciion  of  the  State 
sovereignties.  Upon  the  most  thorough  exami- 
nation of  this  instrument,  I  am  induced  to  be- 
lieve, that  many  of  the  various  construe  lions 
given  to  it  ate  the  result  of  a  belief  that  it  is 
absolutely  perfect.  It  has  become  so  extremely 
fashionable  lo  eulogize  this  Constitution,  whe- 
ther the  object  of  the  eulogist  is  the  extension  or 
contraction  of  the  powers  of  the  Governmeni, 
that  whenever  its  eulogium  is  pronounced,  I  feel 
an  ioToluniary  apprehension  of  mischief.  Upon 
the  faith  of  this  imputed  perfection,  it  has  been 
declared  to  be  inconsisteat  with  the  entire  spirit 
ler  of  this  instrument,  to  suppose  that 
IS  given  a  general  power  it  should 
afterwards  delegate  a  specific  power  fairly  com- 
prehended within  the  general  power.  A  rational 
analysis  of  the  Consiituiion  will  refute  in  the 
most  demonstrative  manner  this  idea  of  its  per- 
TThis  analysis  may  excite  unpleasant 
sensations;  it  may  assail  honest  prejudices;  for 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  honest  prejudices  fre- 
quently exist,  and  are  many  times  perfectly  in- 
nocent. But  when  these  prejudices  tend  to  de- 
stroy even  the  object  of  their  affection,  it  is  es- 
sentially necessary  that  ibey  should  be  eradicated. 
In  the  present  case,  if  there  be  any  who,  under 
onviction  that  the  Constitution  is  perfect. 
isposed  to  give  it  a  consiruciioa  that  will 
render  it  wholly  imbecile,  the  public  welfare  re- 
ires  that  Ihe  veil  should  be  rent,  and  that  its 
perfection  should  be  disclosed  to  public  view. 
By  this  disclosure  it  will  cease  lo  be  ihe  object 
of  adoration,  but  it  wilt  nevertheless  be  entitled 
our  vrarmest  attachment. 
The  Sihseciion  of  the  Islarticleof  the  Constitu- 
tion con  tains  anione  others  the  followiog  grant  of 
s,  vizr  to  coin  money,  regulate  the  Valus 
f,  and  of  foreign  coin,  and  fix  the^standaid 


"mV.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said  he  had  always  I  of  weights  and  mea'sures;  to  raise  and  support 
thougbt  Uwta  the  duly  of  a  committee  to  in- 1  armies;  to  provide  and  maini«>a  »  '^'^li  ta 
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ngQiBte  commerce  wlib  fi)r«IgQ  oklloas,  and 
amoDg  iha  several  Stales,  and  with  the  Indian 
tribes;  to  eBlablish  post  offices  and  post  roads. 
*rhiR  selection  contains  five  graols  of  general 
pover.  Under  the  power  to  coin  mooef  it  is 
conceived  ihRt;  Congress  would  have  a  right  to 
provide  for  the  punishment  at  connterreiiiDg  the 
money  after  it  wiis  coined,  atid  that  this  power  is 
fiiirly  JDCidenial  to,  and  comprehended  in,  the 
general  power.  The  power  to  raise  armies  and 
provide  and  maiatafo  a  navy  eompreheadi,  be- 
yond the  possibility  of  doubt,  the  right  to  make 
rales  for  the  governmeot  and  regulation  of  the 
land  and  naval  forces;  and  yet  in  these  three 
cues, the  Coniiitutiou,  after  making  the  grant  of 
general  power,  delegates  speciGcally  the  powers 
which  are  fairly  comprehended  within  the  gen- 
eral power.  If  this,  however,  should  be  denied, 
tbe  coastruction  which  has  been  uniformly  given 
to  the  remaining  powers  which  have  been  select- 
ed, will  establish  the  fact  beyond  the  power  of 
coatrmdiclioD.  Coder  the  power  to  regulate 
eommeree,  Congress  has  exercised  the  power  of 
erecting  light-bouses,  as  incidental  to  that  power, 
Utd  fairly  comprehended  within  it.  Under  the 
power  to  establish  post  offices,  and  post  roads, 
Congress  has  provided  for  the  punishment  of 
offences  against  the  Post  Office  Depariinent  If 
the  Congress  can  exercise  an  incidental  power 
not  granted  in  one  case,  it  can  in  all  cashes  of  a 
MBiiTarkind.  But  it  is  said,  that  the  enumera- 
don  of  certain  powers  excludes  all  other  powers 
not  enumerated.  This  is  true  so  fsr  as  oiiginal 
rabslaoiive  grants  of  power  are  concerned,  but  it 
is  not  true  when  applied  to  express  grants  of 
power,  which  are  strictly  incidental  to  some 
original  and  substantive  grant  of  fiower.  If  it 
~  re  true  in  relation  to  tbem,  Congresi  could  not 
«  a  law  to  punish  offences  against  the  Post 
See  Bslablisbmeat.  because  the  Constitution 
has  expressly  given  the  power  to  punish  offences 
against  the  current  coin,  and  as  it  bus  given  the 
power  to  punish  offences  committed  against  that 
grant  of  general  power,  and  baa  withheld  it  in 
relation  to  the  power  to  establish  post  offices  and 
put  roads.  Congress  cannot,  according  to  this 
niUofconstruction,so  warmly  contended  for,  pass 
•nr  law  to  provide  for  the  punishmeot  of  sucb 
«wnces.  The  power  to  maxe  rules  for  the  regu- 
lation and  goverament  of  the  land  and  naval 
forces,  I  have  shown  to  be  strictly  incideoul  to 
tbe  power  to  raise  armies,  and  provide  and  main- 
lain  oaviesi  but,  according  to  this  rule  of  coo- 
atmetion,  all  incidental  powers  are  excluded  ex- 
cept the  few  which  are  eoumeraied,  which  would 
exclude  from  all  claim  to  constitutionaliiy,  nearly 
one  half  of  your  laws,  and,  what  is  still  more  to 
lie  deprecated,  would  render  your  Constitution 
aqnallf  imbecile  with  the  old  articles  of  confed- 
ention.  When  we  come  to  examine  the  4th  arti- 
cle^ the  absurdity  of  this  rule  of  construction,  and 
aiao  of  the  idea  of  perfection  which  has  been 
attn'bnted  to  the  Constitution,  will  be  equally 
manifest.  This  article  appeals  to  be  of  a  mis- 
cdlaneous  character  ana  very  similar  to  the 
codicil  of  a  will    The  fifst  article  prqTides  for 
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organiKntion  of  Congress;  defines  its  powera; 
prescribes  limitations  upon  the  powers  previon^ 
granted ;  and  sets  metes  and  bounds  to  the  au- 
thority of  the  State  Oorernmenis.  Tbe  second 
article  provide*  for  the  orgaoizaiJoB  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Department,  and  defines  its  power  and 
doty.  The  3d  article  defines  the  tenure  by  which 
the  persons  in  whom  the  judicial  power  may  be 
vested  shall  hold  their  offices,  and  prescribes  the 
extent  of  tbeir  power  and  jurisdiction.  Theae 
three  articles  provide  for  the  three  great  depart- 
ments of  Qovernment  called  into  existence  by 
the  Constitution,  but  some  other  provisiona  jtist 
then  occur,  which  ought  to  have  been  included 
in  one  or  tbe  other  of  the  preceding  articles,  and 
these  provisions  are  incorporated  and  compose 
the  4th  article.  The  Ist  section  of  it  declares, 
that  "full  faith  and  credit  shall  be  given  in  each 
Stele,  to  the  public  acta,  records,  and  judicial 
proceedings  ofevery  other  State.  And  the  Con- 
gtess  may  by  general  laws  prescribe  tbe  manner 
in  which  such  acts,  records,  and  proceedings  shall 
be  proved,  and  the  effect  thereof."  In  tbe  second 
section  it  declares,  that  a  person,  charged  in  any 
State  with  treason,  felony,  or  other  crime,  who' 
shall  ftee  from  justice,  and  be  found  in  another 
State,  shall,  on  demand  of  the  Executive  author- 
ity of  the  State  from  which  he  Bed.  be  delivered 
op,  to  be  removed  to  the  State  having  jarisdic- 
tion  of  the  crime,  A  similar  provision  is  con- 
tained in  the  same  section,  relative  to  fugitives 
whoareboend  to  labor,  by  tbe  fcws  of  any  State. 
In  the  first  case  which  has  been  selected,  expresa 
autboritv  has  been  given  to  Congress,  to  pre- 
scribe the  manner  in  which  tbe  records,  Ac, 
should  be  proved,  and  also  the  eSi;ct  thereof,  but 
in  the  other  two,  no  authority  is  given  to  Con- 
gress, and  yet  the  bare  inspection  of  tbe  three 
cases  will  prove  ihfi  the  interference  of  Con- 
gress is  less  necesssry  in  the  first  than  in  the  two 
remaining  cases.  A  record  must  always  be 
proved  by  itself,  because  it  is  the  his;best evidence 
of  which  the  case  admits.    Tbe  effect  of  a  record 


prescribe  the  effect  of  a  record  was  wholly  unne- 
cessary, and  has  been  so  held  by  Congress — no 
law  having  been  passed  to  prescribe  the  effect  of 
a  record.  In  the  second  case  there  seems  to  be 
some  apparent  reason  for  passing  a  law  to  ascer- 
tain the  officer  upon  whom  tbe  demand  is  to  be 
made;  what  evidence    of  ibe  identity  of  Ihe 


to  deliver  shall  be  complete.  Tbe  same  appar- 
ent reason  exists  for  the  passage  of  a  law  rela- 
tive to  fagitives  from  labor.  According,  bow- 
ever,  to  the  rule  of  constrnciion  contended  for, 
Congress  cannot  pass  any  law  to  carry  the  Con- 
stitution into  effect,  in  tbe  two  last  cases  selected, 
because  express  power  ha*  been  given  in  the 
first  and  is  withheld  in  the  two  last.  Congress 
baa  nevertheless  passed  laws  to  carry  those  pro- 
visions into  effect,  and  this  exereiaa  of  power  haa 
never  been  complained  of  by  the  people  or  the 
Slates. 
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«re  oppoted  10  the  pasug«  of  ibis  bfll,  that  CaO' 
grns  MD  FXereiK  do  power  by  implicRtion,  and 
yet  ii  is  admine4,  oty,  e»«n  asserted,  thai  Con- 
gret*  would  bave  power  to  pasn  alt  laws  neces- 
aary  to  carry  the  CcmstttutroQ  ioio  effect,  wbe- 
tber  it  badgiTen  or  withheld  tbe  power  which 
Is  oontained  in  ibe  fbllowiDg  parsgrapb  of  the 
"Sth  aeetioa  of  tbe  1st  ariiclei  "to  make  all  laws 
whieb  sbtll  be  necettary  and  proper  (br  carrying 
into  eXBCBtioo  the  foreeoing  powers  aod  all 
other  powers  veated  by  mis  Constltyiion  in  tbe 
OoTcmraent  oftheUailed  States  or.in  any  de- 
partmetitOT  officer  thereof."  Jftbis  part  of  the 
ConstitatioQ  realty  confers  no  power.  It  at  least, 
Kceordinf  to  this  opinion,  atripa  it  of  that  altri- 
bate  of  perreciion  which  baa  hv  these  gp otlemen 
bean  ascribed  to  it.  But.  air,  this  is  not  the  fact. 
It  does  confer  power  of  tna  most  sobttantial  and 
mltttary  nature.  Let  its,  sir,  take  a  view  of  the 
Consiitoiion  upon  the  aappotition  that  no  power 
is  Tested  in  the  GoTemtnent  by  this  claase,  and 
•ee  bow  the  exclusion  of  power  by  implication 
«an  be  reconciled  to  the  moat  important  acts  of 
the  QoTemmeDt.  The  Constitniion  has  express- 
ly giTen  Congress  power  "to  constilDle tribunaU 
infeTioT  10  the  aaprerae  Conrt,"  hnt  it  has  no 
where  expressly  giren  the  power  to  constitute 
Banpreroe  court.  In  the  3d  article  it  is  said,  "the 
judicial  power  of  the  United  Btates  shall  be 
Tested  in  one  supreme  court,  and  in  snch  inferior 
courts  as  the  Coosress  may  from  time  to  time 
•ordain  and  eslablisb."  The  diicretion,  which  is 
here  given  to  Congress,  is  confined  to  the  infe- 
lior  enurta,  whieb  It  may  from  time  to  time 
ordain  end  establish,  and  not  to  tbe  Supreme 
-Court.  lotbe  discussion  which  took  place  upon 
tbe  bill  to  repeal  tbe  judicial  system  of  the  Oni- 
ted  Statea  in  the  year  1S03,  this  distinctiou  ' 


■creKiure  of  the  Consiitntloo,  and,  therefore,  in- 
ttogible,  but  that  CoDgreas,  possessing  a  discre- 
liooary  power  to  create  or  not  to  create  inferior 
tribnnals,  bad  the  same  discretionary  power  to 
abolish  them  wheaerer  itwas  expedient.  But  if 
eren  tbe  diEcreiionary  power  here  vested  doea 
extend  to  the  Supreme  Court,  yet  the  power  of 
CtHi^ress  to  establish  that  court  must  rest  npon 
implication^  and  upon  implication  alone.  Uuder 
the  authority  to  establish  tribunals  inferior  to 
fbe  Supreme  Coort,  The  power  to  establish  a  su- 
preme court  would,  according  to  my  ideas,  be 
Tested  in  Congress  by  implicstion.  And,  sir,  it 
is  only  Tested  by  imiHication.  eren  if  tbe  declar- 
ation, that  Congress  shall  have  power  to  pass  all 
laws  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  Into  effect 
the  power  rested  in  any  department  or  ofBcer  of 
the  OoTernment  should  he  held  to  be  an  opera- 
tiTe  graui.  Under  this  grant,  Congress  can  pass 
lawa  to  carry  into  effect  the  powers  Tested  in  the 
judicial  department.  What  are  the  powersTeet- 
ed  in  this  department.  That  it  shall  exercise 
Jarisdietion  in  all  cases  in  law  and  equity  arising 
under  this  Coostitution,  Ac.  in  all  cases  affeet- 
dng  ■mbaatadors,  At.,  but  tae  ^wer  to  areata 


tbe  departmeot  and  to  carry  into  effect  the  ptnr- 
eta  given  to  or  vested  in  that  departmeBt,  are 
very  difierenl  things. 

The  power  to  create  the  Supreme  Court  can- 
not bo  expressly  granted  in  the  power  lo  past  all 
laws  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  into  effbet 
the  powers  Tested  in  that  eourt,  but  must,  aa  I 
have  endeavored  to  prove,  be  derived  from  im- 
plication. Let  me  explain  mv  nodersiandiDg  of 
a  power  which  exists  by  impiicaiion,  by  as  «[• 
ample  which  will  he  comprehended  by  all  whn 
bear  me.  In  a  devise,  an  esinie  is  granted  to  A, 
after  the  death  of  B,  and  no  express  dispositfba 
is  made  of  the  estate  daring  tbe  life  of  A  ;  in  that 
case  A  is  said  to  haTe  an  estate  for  life,  by  impli- 
eaiion^  in  the  property  bo  deTised.  Bo  when  tba 
Oonsiitation  gives  the  right  to  create  tribunala 
inferior  to  the  Supreme  Court,  tbe  right  to  create 
tbe  Supreme  is  Tested  in  Congress  by  inpliea- 
cation.  Shalt  we  after  this  be  told  that  Congrasa 
cannot  Constiiutionatly  exercise  any  right  by 
implication  7  By  the  exercise  of  a  right  derlvad 
only  from  implication.  Congress  bns  organized  a 
Supreme  Court,  and  then,  as  iocideotal  to  power, 
existing  only  by  implication,  it  has  passed  lawa 
to  punish  omnces  against  the  law  by  which  As 
court  has  been  created  and  organized.  Sir,  tbe 
right  of  the  Qovernment  lo  accept  of  the  District 
of  Colombia,  exists  only  by  implication.  The 
rieht  of  the  Oovemmeut  to  purchase  or  accept  t^ 
pwces  for  the  erection  of  forts,  magazines,  arse- 
nal a,  and  dockyards,  exists  only  by  iraptioation, 
and  yel  no  man  in  the  nation,  so  far  as  my  know- 
ledge extends,  has  complained  of  the  exercise  af 
those  implied  powers,  as  an  uneouttilntional  uaiv- 
pation  of  power.  The  right  to  purchase  or  ac- 
cept of  places  for  tbe  erection  of  ligbt-honsea,  aa 
well  as  the  right  lo  ereet  and  support  li^  t-housea, 
mast  be  derived  by  impticaclon  alone,  if  anysaeh 
tight  exists.  The  clause  in  the  Constitution 
which  gives  Congress  the  power  "toexercisftex- 
'  clnsive  legiidaiion  in  alt  cases  whatsoever,  over 
'  such  district  (not  exceeding  ten  miles  square) 
'  aa  may,  by  cession  of  particular  Statea,  and  the 
'  aeceplanee  of  Congress,  become  the  seal  of  G*»- 
'  ernment  of  the  United  States,  and  to  ezeroiae' 
'  like  anihorily  over  all  places  purchased  by  the 
'  consent  of  the  Legislatnreof  the  State  in  whicli 
'  the  same  shall  be,  for  tbe  erection  of  forts,  ma- 
'  gazines,  arsenals,  dockyards,  and  other  need- 
'  ml  buitdtngs,"  certainly  gires  no  express  power 
to  accept  or  purchase  aaj  of  tbe  places,  deslinad 
for  the  uses  therein  specified.  The  only  power 
expresRly  given  in  this  clause  is  that  of  exerela- 
ing exclusive  legislation  iosnch  {daces;  tberight 
to  accept  or  purchase  mast  be  derived  by  impli- 
cation from  this  clause,  or  it  must  be  shown  to 
be  comprehended  in  or  incidental  to  some  other 

rower  expressly  delegated  by  tbe  Conslitmion. 
shall  now  attempt  to  show,  that  according  to 
the  conalTuction  which  has  been  given  to  other 
parts  of  this  Constitution,  Congress  has  the  right 
lo  Incorporate  a  bank  to  enable  it  to  manage  iha 
fiscal  concerns  of  the  nation.  If  this  can  be 
done,  and  if  it  can  also  be  shown  that  the  eor- 
.  tectnen  of  neh  coiMtDeiten  baa  ueTer  eniMd 
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tnannar  or  com  plain  I— that  it  bai  Dot  «v«ti  bfcii 
qoestioDed,  1  shall  ba*e  socomplished  erayihiog 
which  it  will  be  iacumbent  on  me  (o  pnir«.  (o 
jpstirT  ihe  paiMge  of  ilic  bill  upon  your  table. 
The  power  lo  lay  and  collect  taxec,  duties,  im- 
posts and  excises,  together  with  the  power  to  pau 
all  Jaws  whicb  may  be  Decessaiy  and  proper  for 
carrying  into  effect  the  foregoitig  powers,  when 
tested  by  ibe  same  rule  of  consimctloo  which  has 
been  applied  lo  other  parts  of  ibe  Conalitation, 
fairly  iovests  CoDgress  with  the  power  to  create 
a  bank.  Under  the  power  10  regulate  commerce. 
Congress  exercises  the  right  of  building  and  aup- 
porting  light-houses,  What  do  we  uaderstaod 
b;  reguiatiog  commerce?  Where  do  you  ex- 
pect 10  find  regulaiioDsof  comuieice?  Will  any 
mat)  look  for  loem  anywhere  eUe  than  in  your 
treaties  with  foreign  nations,  aud  in  your  statutes 
Trauiatiay  your  custom-houses  and  cusiom-huoae 
officers  1  What  are  the  reasons  Jor  Testing  Con* 
cress  with  the  right  to  rtgulate  commerce  with 
foreign  netioDF,  and  among  the  several  States  1 
The  commerce  of  a  nation  is  a  matter  of  the 
greatest  Importance  in  all  civilized  countries. 
It  depend*  upon  compacts  with  other  oationiL  and 
whether  they  are  beneficial  or  prejudicial  de- 
pend* not  so  much  on  the  reciprocal  interest  of 
DatioQi  as  upon  ibeir  capacity  10  defend  their 
rifhlt  and  redress  their  wronge.  It  was  therefore 
liighly  important  that  the  right  to  regulate  com- 
merce wiln  foreign  nations  should  be  rested  in 
ihfl  National  QoTernment.  If  the  regulation  of 
commerce  among  the  several  States  had  b«ea 
left  with  the  States,  a  multiplicity  of  condicting 
(«|[ulation(  would  have  been  the  consequence. 
Bndleu  coflisioDs  would  have  been  created,  and 
that  harmony  and  good  oeighborbood,  so  etaen- 
tial  between  the  members  of  a  Federal  Republic, 
would  have  been  wholly  unattainable.  The  best 
iaterest  of  the  community,  therefore,  imperiously 
lequired,  that  ibis  power  should  be  delegated  to 
Congress.  Not  so  of  light-bouses.  The  interest 
of  the  States  would  have  induced  tbem  10  erect 
ligkt'liotiaes,  where  they  were  necessary,  and 
wnni  erected  they  would  have  been  equally  ben- 
eficial ts  their  own  vessels,  tbe  vessels  of  their 
abler  Statei^  aod  of  foreign  natioai.  Tbe  per- 
formance of  Ibis  duty  could  have  been  most 
safely  confided  to  tbe  States.  They  were  better 
informed  of  ibe  situations  in  which  they  ought 
to  be  erected  than  Congress  could  possibly  be, 
and  conld  enforce  tbe  execution  of  such  regula- 
tions as  might  be  necessary  to  make  tbem  useful. 
How  then  has  it  happened  that  Cougrest  has 
takeo  upon  itself  tbe  right  to  erect  light-houses, 
tinder  theirgeneral  power  to  legulate  commerce? 
I  have  heard  and  seen  in  the  public  prints  a  great 
dealof  unintelligible  jargon  about  tbe  iocident- 
klity  of  a  law  to  the  power  delegated  and  ia- 
teniled  10  be  executed  by  it,  and  orits  relation  to 
tke  end  which  i*  to  be  accomplished  by  its  exer- 
eisc,  which  I  ackoowledge  I  do  not  clearly  and  dis' 
linctly  comprehend,  and  must  therefore  be  ex- 
cnwd  from  answering.  I  ipeak  now  of  the  public 
newspapers,  to  which  I  am  compelled  to  resort  10 
'n  the  objeeiioiu  which  are  made  to  this 


measure^ as  gentlemen  have  persevered  in  refusing 
to  assign  the  reeeons  wbicli  have  induced  them 
to  oppose  the  passage  of  the  bill.  But,  sir,  I  can 
clearly  comprehend  that  the  right  to  erect  light- 
houses is  not  incidental  lo  the  power  of  regulat- 
iog  commerce,  unless  everything  is  incideniel  l& 
that  power  which  tends  to  facilitate  and  promote 
the  prosperity  of  commerce.  It  is  contended 
that  under  the  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes, 
imposts,  and  duties,  you  can  pass  all  laws  neces- 
sary for  that  purpose,  but  they  must  be  law*  to 
lay  and  collect  taxes,  imposts,  and  duties,  and  not 
laws  which  tend  to  promote  the  coUeotioa  of 
taxes.  A  law  to  erect  light-houses  i*  no  more 
a  law  to  regulate  commerce,  than  a  iawctealing 
a  bank  is  a  jaw  to  collect  taxes,  impoata,  and 
duties.  But  the  erection  of  lighl-houaes  tends 
to  facilitate  and  promote  the  security  and  pros- 
perity of  commerce,  and  in  an  equal  degree  the 
erection  of  a  bank  tends  to  facilitate  and  insure 
the  collection,  safe-keeping,  and  transmission  of 
your  revenue.  If,  by  tnis  rule  of  construction, 
which  is  applied  to  light -bouses,  but  denied  to 
the  bank,  Coagress  can,  as  incidentai  to  the  pow- 
er to  regnlate  commerce,  erect  light-house^  it 
will  be  ea*y  to  show  that  tbe  same  right  may  be 
exercised,  as  incidental  to  the  power  of  laying- 
and  collecting  duties  and  imposts.  Duties  can- 
not be  collected,  unless  vessels  importing  dutia- 
ble merchandise  arrive  in  pott;  whatever, there- 
fore, tends  to  secure  their  safe  arrival  may  be 
exercised  under  the  general  power ;  the  eractioD 
of  lishi-hotues  does  facilitate  the  safe  arrival  of 
vessels  in  port,  and  Congress  tberefoie  can  exer- 
cise this  right  as  incidental  to  tbe  power  to  lajr 
imposts  and  dutiea. 

Bm  it  is  said  the  advocates  of  the  bank  diSer 
among  themselves  in  Sxing  upon  the  general 
power  to  which  the  right  to  create  a  bank  is  ia- 
cidenial,  and  that  this  difference  proves  that  there 
is  00  incidentality,  to  use  a  favorite  expression, 
between  ibat  and  any  one  of  the  enumerated 
general  powers.  The  same  reason  can  be  urged, 
with  equal  force,  against  the  const itnlionality  of 
every  law  for  the  erection  of  light-houses.  Let 
the  advocates  for  this  doctrine  lay  their  fiitgec 
pou  the  power  to  which  the  right  of  ereciiDg- 
ligbt-honses  is  incidental.  It  can  be  derived  witS 
as  much  apparent  plausibility  and  reason  from 
the  right  to  lay  duties,  as  from  the  right  to  regu- 
late commerce.  Who  is  there,  now,  in  ibis  body 
who  has  not  voted  for  the  erection  ot  a  light- 
Aod  no  man  who  reads  one  of  these 
will  believe  it  to  be  a  regulation  of  commerce^ 
And  no  man  in  the  nation,  so  far  as  my  know- 
ledge extends,  has  ever  complained  of  the  eiercits 
of  this  power.  Tbe  right  to  erect  liKbt-houses  is 
exercised,  because  the  commerce  of  the  nation^ 
or  thu  collection  of  duties,  is  greatly  facilitated 
by  that  means;  and,  sir,  the  right  to  create  » 
■bank  is  exercised  because  the  coQeetioo  of  your 
revenue,  and  the  safe-keeping  and  easy  and  speedy 
transmission  of  your  public  money  is  not  simply 
facilitated,  but  becenae  these  important  objecta. 
ate  more  perfectly  secured  by  the  erection  of  a 
bank  than  they  can  be  by  any  other,  meana  in  the 
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power  of  bnmaD  imaRiaition  to  dvrite.  We  m^, 
ibwefore,  ia  tbe  wgrds  o[  the  Conatilutioo,  thai  s 
beak  is  DcMssary  anil  propar,  to  enable  itie  Qot- 
ernment  lo  ckrry  into  complete  effect  ibe  right  to 
U?  and  collect  taxes,  imposis,  duties,  and  excises. 
We  do  Dot  «ay  that  the  eziiteoce  of  the  Govern- 
ment absduteiy  depends  apon  th«  operations  of  a 
bank,  bnt  that  &  Baiionnl  bank  enable*  the  Ciot- 
ernmeat  to  manage  iis  fiscal  concerns  more  ad- 
Taniageouslf  thna  it  could  do  by  any  oiber 
meani.  The  terms  neeeuarjr  and  proper,  accord- 
ing to  the  coastruelton  giren  to  every  part  of  the 
ConKitntion,  imposes  no  limiiaiioD   upon    the 

Kwers  ptevioasly  deleeaied.  If  tbeie  words  bad 
ea  omitted  in  ihe  clause  giviag  authority  to 
pas*  laws  to  carry  into  execution  the  powers 
vested  by  ibe  Canititucion  in  the  National  Qofr 
ernment,  still  Congress  woald  have  been  bound 
to  pass  law*  which  were  necessary  and  proper, 
ana  not  such  as  were  unnecessary  and  improper. 
Every  tegUlaiire  body,  etery  person  invested 
with  power  of  any  kind,  is  moralty  boHnd  to  nae 
only  ino«e  means  which  are  necessary  and  proper 
for  the  correct  execHiion  of  the  powers  delegated 
10  ihsni.  But  it  is  contended,  that  if  a  bank  is 
necessary  and  proper  for  the  management  of  the 
fiscal  concerns  of  tbe  naiioo,  yel  Congress  has  no 

Kwet  to  iacorponte  one,  because  iliere  are  Stale 
nks  which  may  be  resorted  to.  No  person  who 
has  andertaken  to  diseass  this  question  has,  as  far 
B3  my  knowledge  extends,  ventured  to  declare 
tbit  a  bank  is  not  nscedtary.  Every  man  admits, 
directly  or  indirectly,  tbe  necessity  of  resorting  to 
banks  of  some  kind.  This  admiwion  is  at  least 
an  apparent  abandonment  of  the  Constitutional 
objection ;  for,  If  a  bank  is  necessary  and  proper, 
then  bare  Coneress  the  Constitutional  right  to 
erect  a  bank.  But  this  is  denied.  It  is  contended 
ihat  this  idea  rests  alone  upon  the  presumption 
that  tbe  OovernmenI  of  the  United  States  is 
wholly  independent  of  the  Slate  governntents, 
which  is  sot  the  fact ;  that  this  very  law  is  de- 
pendent upon  the  State  courts  for  its  execution. 
This  is  certainly  Dot  the  fact.  The  courts  of  the 
United  StalM  have  decided,  in  tbe  moat  solemn 
manner,  that  ibev  have  coznizance  of  all  cases 
aSeeiiDg  the  Bani  of  tbe  United  States.  Sir,  it 
is  true  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
is  dependent  upon  the  State  governmeats  for  its 
organization.  Members  of  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, and  the  President  of  the  United  Stales,  are 
choMn  by  the  State  governments,  or  under  the 
Bu^ority  of  their  laws.  But  it  is  equally  true, 
that  wherever  the  Constitution  con&des  to  the 
State  governments  the  right  to  perform  any  act 
in  relation  to  the  Federal  Qoveinmeal,  it  imposes 
the  most  soleoin  obligation  upon  them  to  perform 
the  act.  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States^ 
as  to  these  particular  acts,  is  the  coostitutioa  of 
the  several  States,  and  their  functionaries  are  ac- 
cordiitgly  sworn  to  support  it.  Can  it,  then,  be 
sertoudy  eonieaded,  that  because  the  Constiiuiion 
has  in  some  oases  made  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  dependent  upon  the  State  govern- 
ments, ia  all  which  cases  it  has  imposed  the  most 
soleam  obligations  upon  them  to  act,  that  it  will 


be  neoesMiry  a&d  proper  for  Coagrcs*  to  make 
itself  dependent  upon  them  in  cases  where  no 
such. obligation  is  imposed?  Tbe  Constitution 
has  defined  ell  the  cases  where  this  Government 
ought  to  be  dependent  upon  that  of  the  Statesj 
and  it  would  be  unwise  and  improvident  for  ua 
to  multiply  these  cases  by  legislative  acts,  espft- 
ciaily  where  we  have  no  power  to  compel  them 
to  perform  the  act,  for  which  we  have  made  our- 
selves their  dependents.  In  forminga  permaneat-. 
system  of  revenue,  it  would  be  unwise  inCoor. 
sress  to  rely,  for  its  collection  and  Iransmission. 
from  one  extreme  of  this  extensive  empire  to  (be  ■ 
other,  upon  any  accidental  circumstance,  wholly 
beyond  their  power  or  control.  There  are  Slate  - 
banks  in  almost  everv  Stale  in  the  Union,  bat . 
tbeir  existence  is  wholly  independent  of  ibuOoK-- 
ernment,  and  their  dissolution  is  equally  so,  Tlw- 
Seoretaty  of  tha  Treasury  has  informed  you  that 
he  conceives  a  bank  is  neceasary  to  the  legitimate 
exercise  of  the  powers  vested  by  the  Constiiutioa 
in  tbe  Government.  I  know,  sir,  that  tha  testi- 
mony of  this  officer  will  not  be  very  highly  esti- 
mated by  several  honorable  members  of  this  body. 
I  am  aware  ibat  this  opinion  has  subjected  him, 
and  the  committee  also,  lo  the  most  jnvidiooi 
aspersions;  but,  sir,  the  situeiioa  of  that  officer, 
independent  of  his  immense  talents,  enables  him 
to  form  a  more  correct  opinion  than  any  other 
man  in  the  nation  of  tbe  degree  of  necessity 
which  exists  at  the  present  time  for  a  national 
bank,  to  enable  the  Government  to  manage  ita 
fiscal  operations.  He  has  been  ten  years  at  the 
bead  of  your  Treasury;  he  js  thoroughly  ao> 
quainled  with  the  infiueoce  of  the  bank  upon 
your  revenue  system;  and  he  has,  when  called 
upon,  declared  that  a  bank  is  necessary  to  the 
proper  exercise  of  the  legitimate  powers  of  tbe 
Qoverament.  His  testimony  is  entitled  to  great 
weiffbt  in  the  decision  of  this  question,  at  loaat 
with  those  gentlemen  who  have  no  knowledge  of 
tbe  practical  effects  of  the  operations  of  the  btak 
in  the  collection,  sale-keepioK,  and  transmission 
of  your  revenue.  In  the  selection  of  means  (o 
carry  any  of  your  Constitutional  powers  into 
efiect,  you  must  exercise  a  sound  discretion ;  act- 
ing under  its  influence,  you  will  discover  that 
what  is  proper  at  one  time  nuy  be  extremdr 
unfit  and  improper  at  another.  The  originu 
powers  granted  to  tbe  Qoverament  by  the  Con- 
stitution can  never  obange  with  tbe  varying  cir- 
cunuiances  of  the  couotrr,  but  the  means  by 
which  (hose  powers  are  to  Se  carried  into  etteet 
must  necessarily  vary  wiih  the  vBryiog  stale  and 
circumstances  of  the  nation.  We  are,  when  aew 
ing  lo-day,  not  to  inquire  what  means  were  oe- 
cessary  and  proper  twenty  years  ago,  not  wbnt 
were  necessary  and  proper  at  the  organiation  of 
tbe  Government,  but  our  inquiry  must  be,  what 
means  ate  necessary  and  proper  this  day.  The 
Constitution,  in  relation  to  Ihe  means  by  which 
its  powers  are  to  be  executed,  is  one  eternal  now. 
The  state  of  things  now,  the  precise  point  of  time 
when  we  are  called  upon  to  act,  mnsi  determine 
our  choice  in  the  seleclion  of  means  to  execute 
the  delegated  powers. 
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It  ii  nid,  thit  the  Sitiw  baTe  merved  to  ihem- 
•drea  tbe  excluaive  right  of  ereetJDg  banhs. 
Tbtt  the  Stales  have  eiercited  the  right  or  ealab- 
liibing  banks  is  a  fact  not  to  be  denied,  boi  that 
they  hare  tbia  tight  niider  the  CooKiIlulion,  U 
«xtreiDel]r  quesiioDable.  Had  Iheae  great  States, 
irbo  hare  anderlakeD  br  ibeir  inatruciioD*  to  in- 
flaruce  ibe  deeiiioD  or  this  queaiioB  hy  Congress, 

'  coDlented  tbemieWes  with  the  ezerciaa  or  this 
right  (o  establish  ban ki,  I  should  not,  apon  ibis 

'  occaaioD,  enier  ioio  an  ioTeatigatioa  of  that  right. 
But  these  great  States,  not  conteat  with  the  ex- 
«teise  of  ari  UKnr|>eil  aalhoriif ,  are  by  usurpation 
attempting  to  legislate  for  CoDgreis. 

Ado.  Dir,  what  is  the  inducement  with  these 


■of  dominatioD.  They  have  erected  banks, 
Many  of  which  they  hold  stock  to  a  considerable 
amount,  and  they  wish  to  compel  the  United 
fitalei  to  UH  tbeir  banks  as  places  of  deposile  for 
^eir  pablio  moneys,  by  which  they  expect  to  ' 
•rease  their  diridenda.  And  in  the  banks  ._ 
which  they  hold  no  stock,  many  of  the  individual 
members  of  their  leftislatures  are  stockholders, 
ind  no  doubt  were  influenced  to  give  instructions 
by  motiTe*  of  sheer  anriee.  The  lore  of  power 
fM  doubt  has  had  some  influence  in  prtMueing 
these  instrucliona.  Ever|r  person,  who  is  not 
wholly  ignorant  of  the  history  of  this  Qovera- 
Xnani,  koowa  sonaethiog  of  theiofluenee  of  these 

Beat  States  upon  the  couoeils  of  the  nation, 
are  we  not  heard  it  said,  that  nfler  three  of  the 
great  States  had  instrucied  their  members  to 
Mgainat  tbe  bank,  tt  was  a  matter  of  too  great 
Mioacy  for  Congress  to  think  of  acliog  upoo  the 
Mbjccd  I  had  thought  that  the  rights  of  the 
States  were  eqoal;  that  if  the  tights  of  thn 
the  liule  States  were  violated  or  aflected  in  any 
1BBnner,(bat  itwasa  lubjeci  of  as  mach  delicacy 
•a  if  the  rt|hts  of  three  great  States  had  been 
Kfleeted.  Sir,  if  this  doctrine  becomes  fashion- 
able ;  if  two  or  three  great  Stales  can  upon  all 
'Oceaaions,  through  the  agency  of  their  leg 
tUKi,  control  the  deliberations  of  Congress,  yoo 
will  com[wl  the  smaller  Stales,  by  tbe  most  dire- 
fal  necessity,  to  adopt  the  principle  of  one  eon- 
aolidaied  gorerament.  Which  of  the  State*  are 
to  be  principally  benefited  by  the  diisolotion  of 
the  bank?  Those  Slates  in  which  the  principal 
fan  of  your  rerenne  is  to  be  collected.    The 

Kent  commercial  States  are  to  monopolize  the 
nefits-wbich  are  to  ari>e  from  the  depoaiiea  of 
your  pohtie  money.  The  suppression  of  this 
Utnk  will  benefit  iiooe  of  the  interior  or  smaller 
States,  in  which  there  is  little  or  no  rerenne  col- 
lected. As  the  whole  benefit  is  to  be  engrossed 
by  thrae  or  four  of  the  great  Atlantic  States,  so 
th«  whole  of  the  power  which  the  dissolution  of 
this  bank  will  lake  from  the  National  Qorem- 
ment  will  be  eiclusirely  monopolized  by  the 
■ame  States.  Is  it  desirable  to  increase  the  influ- 
Miee  of  these  great  Slates,  which  is  already  too 
ffreai-at  the  expense  of  the  United  States?  Doea 
Dot  ihe  hiulory  of  these  great  States  admonish  us 
in  the  moat  impresaire  teima  to  bewar«  OT  placing 


tbis  Oorenment  in  a  state  of  depaadenee  apon 
themi  Sir,  the  time  has  been,  and  it  will  cer- 
tainly arrire  again,  when  some  one  or  more  of 
these  great  Sielea  will  be  fonnd  in  a  state  of  hos- 
tility to  the  National  Government ;  and  with  this 
knowledge  you  are  abont  lo  place  tbe  manage- 
tnent  of  your  public  money  in  the  hands  of  the 
Slate  banks,  who  are  dependent  for  their  legal 
ezisteaee  upoo  the  State  gorernmenis.  Bet,  sir, 
permit  me  to  examine  this  exclusive  right  of  the 
State  goreramcDts  to  create  banks.  In  the  tenth 
section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Coastiiution  of 
the  United  Slates,  it  is  declared,  among  other 
thing*,  that  no  State  shall  coin  moneys;  etnii 
bills  of  credit ;  make  anything  hat  gold  or  silver 
a  tender  in  the  payment  of  debts.  What,  sir,  is 
a  bill  of  credit?  Will  it  be  eoolended  that  a 
bank  bill  is  not  a  bill  of  credit  ?  They  eie,  en- 
phaiically,  bills  of  credit.  But  it  may  be  stid, 
that  the  Slates  do  not^  by  tbe  creation  of  banb 
with  authority  to  emit  these  bills  of  credit,  in- 
fringe upon  tbe  Coastiiution,  beeanae  they  do 
not  emit  the  bills  themselves'  If  they  hare  not 
the  power  to  emit  bills  of  credit,  ajortioii,  tbey 
cannot  delegate  to  others  a  right  which  they 
themselves  cannot  esercise.  But,  sir,  according 
10  the  maxim*  of  law  and  souna  reason,  what 
they  do  by  another  they  do  themsrivea.  If,  then, 
the  State  governments  are  restrained  from  exer- 
cising tbis  right  to  incorporate  s  bank,  it  wobU 
appear  ex  nKOtifate  ret  that  this  right  is  rested 
in  tbe  Oorernraent  of  the  United  Statee.  Tbe 
entire  aovereiguty  of  this  nation  is  rested  in  tbe 
State  governments  and  in  the  Federal  Gorem- 
ment,  except  that  pari  of  it  which  is  retained  by 
the  people,  which  is  solely  the  right  of  electii^ 
their  public  funclionaiiea.  The  right  to  create 
a  corparBtion  ii  a  right  inherent  in  erery  sovei- 
eignif ;  the  people  of  the  United  State*  caoiwt 
exercise  this  rig&t.  If,  then,  the  Suies  are  re- 
strained from  ereatiog  a  bank  with  aathority  to 
emit  hilts  of  credit,  it  appears  to  be  established 
that  the  Federal  Oorenimeni  does  poaaeaa  this 
lighL  If,  however,  it  is  still  believed  that  the 
law  by  which  this  hank  has  been  created  was  the 
result  of  a  forced  oonatruction  of  tbe  Conatitu- 
tion,  yet  1  mtist  contend  that  that  constrnetion  is 
entitled  to  some  weight  in  the  deeision  of  this 
quesiioB.  The  time  and  state  of  the  public  mind, 
when  this  construction  was  given,  gives  it  a 
strong  claim  to  consideration  upoo  this  oecasiM). 
This  construction  was  fiveo  shortly  after  the 
Government  was  organized,  when  first  impres- 
sions had  not  been  el&ced  ny  lapse  of  time,  or 
distorted  by  party  feelings,  or  indiridual  ani- 
mosity. Tbis  law  did  not  pass  io  tbe  hard  un- 
coniiitutional  times  which  produced  the  Sediiioa 
taw.  No,  air,  this  law  passed  in  the  heat  days  of 
this  Republic.  At  that  time  the  idea  of  party,  a* 
now  understood,  was  wholly  unknown.  The 
parties  whioh  then  existed  were  liverally;  Federal 
and  anti-Federal.  Those  who  were  friendly  to 
the  Federal  Constitntion,  and  those  who  were 
inimical  lo  it,  formed  the  only  party  then  known 
in  this  nation.  What,  sir,  is  the  aitoatioa  in 
which  we  are  now  placed  ?    What  an  tka  eir- 
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emnttwcM  sB^er  vMch  we  are  mIM  Dpcm  to 
nject  ttkis  billl  The  great  iDfiaential  SutM, 
iiidKed  bj  motire*  of  avarice  and  ambiiion,  id' 
lerptwe  the  weight  of  their  auihariijr ;  altempi  to 
put  a  Trto  npoti  yoar  rigbt  to  pasi  lucb  laws  as 
are  neeeuarf  and  prnper  for  ibe  {^etteral  wclfate, 
throDgk  the  instrameDtaltty  of  insimetiotis,  bj 
depTiTiDK  noc  only  their  Senators  and  RepTeaen- 
laiivBi  of  liK  ezerBiBa  of  a  sound  and  honoit  dw- 
ereiioD,  but  also  bjr  intimidating  nthen  by  the 
freight  of  ibeir  iaflaenee  and  anthoriir-  The 
DeinoeTaiic  presses  in  these  great  Slates  have  for 
inoTe  tban  iwetre  months  ^bsi  t«eme<]  with  the 
most  scurriloas  abase  against  erery  membei  of 
Congreas  who  baa  dared  lo  utier  a  Byllable  in 
fsTor  of  the  reoewal  of  the  bank  charter.  The 
memb«r  who  dares  to  gire  bis  opinion  iit  favor  of 
ihe  lenewil  of  Ibe  charter,  is  iDstamty  charfred 
with  being  bribed  by  (he  agents  of  the  bank,  with 
being  corTBpt,  with  baviiig  trtiDpIed  upoa  the 
tights  and  liberties  of  the  people,  with  having 
mid   the  Boveretgniy  of  the   Uniisd   Slates   to 


taese  are  the  eireuinstanaes  ander  which  we  _.. 
called  npon  to  reject  the  bill.  When  wecoiDpare 
the  eircumslaiHiea  nnder  which  we  are  now  act- 
ing with  those  whieh  nisied  at  the  tiiae  when 
Ihe  law  was  passed  to  incorporate  the  bank,  we 
may  well  distrust  our  own  judgmeBti.  Sir,  I  bad 
always  ibonifhl  that  a  corporalioa  was  an  artifi- 
ciat  body,  existing  only  fn  eoDiemplatioQ  of  law ; 
bat  if  we  can  believe  the  raniings  of  onr  DeiDi>- 
eratic  editors  in  tbe^  «eat  Slatea,  acd  the  de- 
DQDciatloii*  of  oar  public  declBiinen,''it  ezisls 
ander  the  fonn  of  everr  fonl  aod  hateful  beatt 
and  bird,  and  creeping  thing.  It  is  an  Bktdra;  it 
i«a  Oiritnu,-  it  is  a  Gorgon;  it  it  a  VuUttrti 
it  is  a  yiper.     Yes,  sir,  in  ibeir  imaginatioDt 


not  only  assaines  evny  hideous  and  frightfbl 
form,  b&t  it  poMosses  every  poisonous,  aeletc- 
rioflt,  and  destniclive  qtniity.  Shall  we,  sir, 
wffit  nir  itnnginaiioDs  to  be  alarmed,  and  otir 
jodnients  to  he  influenced,  by  such  miserable 
ttml  Shall  -we  tamely  act  nader  tbe  lash  of 
ihii  tyranny  of  the  press?  No  man  complains 
of  the  ditcnsaioQ  in  the  newspapers  of  any  sub- 
ject which  comes  before  tb«  L>egistatni«  of  the 
Union.  But  I  most  solemnly  protest  against  the 
coarse  whieh  has  been  parsved  by  ihate  editors 
in  relation  to  this  qnealion.  Instead  of  reasoning 
to  prove  the  unconsiilniionality  of  Ibe  law,  they 
charge  members  of  Congress  with  being  bribed 
cr  eorrnptvd.     And  this  is  what  Ihev  call  ihi 

I;l_^_  ^y  -t_ rn^    - . __j_     __L_- 


trty  of  the  press.    To  tyranny,  nnder  what- 
X  form  it  may  be  exercised,  I  declare  open  ai 
inierminabla  war.    To  me,  it  ii  perfectfy  iodi 


fcrent  whether   tbe   tyrant  is    an   irnesponiibie 
editor  or  a  deapolic  Monarch. 

Mr.  President,  if  tlie  eonstmetion  which  has 
Wn  given  to  tbe  Conititntion  b  entitled  to  no 
veighi  with  the  members  who  now  eemKne  tbe 
Senaie.witt  it  also  be  contended  that  the  different 
acu  of  Biieeessive  democratic  Googresaes,  by 
vhieb  tbey  have  sanationed  tbe  valHtity  of  the 
BMstroMioB  unier  whieb  thb  bmk  was  creMed, 


are  entflM  to  tto  wewht  or  consideration  ?  Per- 
haps it  wonld  be  unftir  to  lay  any  stress  npoa 
the  simple  aatjtHeaeenoe  of  our  demoeraiie  pn- 
deeessora  in  thu  measure.  Ishall  ibet«foresbow, 
that  the  acts  to  which  I  altnde  were  positive 
affirmativa  acts,  and  not  simply,  or  in  any  degree, 
acts  of  acquiescence.  By  tbe  ebarier,  tbe  eor> 
poratton  was  authorized  to  establish  offices  «f 
diacoDOt  and  dcpMitc  wheresoever  it  should  think 
fit,  within  the  United  States.  In  the  year  ISM, 
the  United  States  obtained  Louisiana  by  par- 
chase.  Under  tbe  antboriiy  given  in  the  charter, 
the  corporation  eonld  not  extend  iu  branches  into 
Loaisiana.  In  the  year  ISM,  a  demoeraiie  Con- 
gress passed  a  law  to  authorize  ibis  devonring 
monslet  to  lay  its  datrnetive  fanga  upon  the  un- 
fortnoaie  pet^le  of  these  newly  acquired  Terri- 
loriea.  It  has  been  said  that  the  Slate  govern- 
ments  were  competent  to  resist  the  execution  of 
this  law.  How  nogenerovs,  then,  was  ii  ia  our 
democratic  predecessors  to  authorize  this  inatj- 
tntion,  wiili  iti  pestilential  fangs,  to  aeiza  npea 
these  helpless  and  anfortnnate  people,  who  nad 
DO  State  goTeroineois  competent  to  resist  the 
eiecaiion  of  this  law,  and  soield  them  from  the 
deadly  poison  of  this  venomous  viper.  It  was 
unkind  ;  it  was  cruel.  Permit  me,  sir,  to  make 
one  or  two  observaiions  npon  this  competency  of 
the  State  governments  to  resist  the  auihoriiy  or 
tbe  execnuon  of  a  law  of  Congress.  What  kind 
of  rcaiManee  can  they  make  which  is  Constttn- 
tionall  I  know  of  bat  one  kind,  and  that  is  l^ 
elections.  The  people  and  the  Stairs  have  a 
ri^t  to  change  the  members  of  the  Natioaat 
Legislatare ;  and  in  that  way,  and  in  that  akMie, 
can  ibey  effect  a  cbadge  of  ihe  meunies  of  this 
Government. 

It  is  true  there  is  another  kii>d  of  tesistanee 
which  may  be  made,  bat  it  is  unknown  to  the 
Constitution.  This  resistance  depends  upon  phy- 
sical force — it  is  an  appeal  to  the  sword— and  by 
the  sword  must  that  appeal  be  decided,  and  not 
by  ihe  provisions  of  the  ConstitttiioR. 

We  arc  informed,  however,  that  the  States 
tfaongbt  it  most  pudeot  to  acquiesce  in  tiiis  law, 
and  waive  the  right  of  resisiing  it,  to  wbich  they 
were  so  entirely  competent. 

Does  tliB  positive  senotion  of  this  measnre  by 
oor  democratic  Congresses  rest  alone  upon  this 
act  of  IBMt  No,  sir  i  the  act  by  whieh  tbe  bank 
was  incorporated  made  no  provision  for  Ibe  pun- 
islMnent  of  those  who  might  oounterfeii  irs  bills 
and  ehecki.  In  the  year  1798,  a  law  for  ihepun- 
isbmentofsQch  offeoceswat  passed.  Intheycar 
1B07,  a  democratic  Congress,  composed  of  many 
of  the  same  members  who  are  now  called  Upon 
to  act  again  npon  the  snhJECt  of  the  bank,  paased 
a  lawBuo  forthe  punishment  of  ihesajaeoSences 
against  the  bank.  Thia  is  not  nil,  sir;  so  great 
was  the  unanimity  of  both  Houses  upon  this 
qoeslifu),  that  the  lull  pasaedlhrougkbeih  Homes 
without  producing  a  call  fur  the  yeas  and  aayi 
upon  its  Dos)  passage,  or  in  any  of  its  ioterme- 
diBie  stages.  The  Constiiution  says,  CJongrees 
shall  make  laws  "  to  provide  for  the  puoisbmeni 
cf  ctmntetfeitiDg  the  aeeatilies  and  cumnt  coin 
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of  the  United  Stalei."  I  hirs  sbowo  that  ttie 
power  to  punish  couoieTfeitiag  the  sarreitt  coin 
was  fairlf  iaeidenial  to  the  power  of  eoiniog 
moDCf .  Bui  the  power  to  punish  eouDterreitinE 
the  seaariiies  is  an  origioal  grant  of  power,  and 
not  ineidentil  to  any  one  of  the  delegated  pow- 
er*. As  the  CoDstitutioQ  has  given  the  power  to 
pooish  ooantcrreiting  the  secaritles  and  the  cur- 
reat  coin,  esprewljr,  according  to  the  doctrine 
contended  for  hj  tbe  eilemiea  of  the  bank,  (he 
power  to  punish  any  other  speeiei  of  forger;  is 
withheld.  But  let  us  pursue  this  idea  a  liiue  fur- 
ther. The  law  incarporaciog  (he  bcnk  is  de- 
nounced as  uncoDBtituiional ;  it  therefore  is  not 
binding  upon  the  people  of  the  United  States  as 
«  law,  and  yet  the  very  men  who  denaunce  it, 
who  declare  it  (o  be  nnc on ttiini tonal,  have  pa^ed 
s  law  to  condemn  those  who  violate  its  proti- 
sions  to  ten  years  in  prison  men  t,  and  to  enormous 
fines.  With  what  propriety  can  we  say  that  our 
repaUiean  predecessors  have  simply  acquiesce il 
in  ihi*  measure  1  Wiih  wiiat  eoosistcocy  can 
we  now  lefase  to  renew  the  charter  on  account 
of  (be  waD(  of  Constitutional  power  ?  But  it  is 
contended  that  we  have  done  nothing  more  than 
■imply  acquiesced  in  this  meaiore,  and  that  our 
acquiescence  was  wholly  the  result  of  a  convic- 
tion that  the  act  iocarporatiog  a  bank  was  a  con- 
tract. What,  cir,  is  the  eieence  of  a  contraetl 
Tbat  there  shall  be  parlies  able  to  contract ;  that 
ibey  do  contract;  that  there  shall  be  «  consid- 
eration, a  ^t(i  pro^;  that  the  conditions  shall 
be  reciprocal.  What  is  the  fsAl  in  relation  to  the 
bank  bill  ?  Does  the  bank  make  any  stipulations 
infavot oftbeOorernraent?  Na,aanei.  Doesthe 
charter  stipulate  that  the  Qorernment  shall  pro- 
vide for  the  pnoishment  of  those  who  counterfeit 
fa*nk  bills!  No.  And  yeta  repoblicanCoagres!, 
under  the  idea,  I  suppose,  of  its  being  a  contract, 
bas  passed  a  law  for  tbat  purpose.  The  law  does 
not  contain  one  essential  feature  of  a  contract ; 
it  is.  therefore,  no  contracL 

If  1  have  succeeded  in  establishing  the  Consti- 
tntional  right  of  this  House  lo  pass  a  bill  to  in- 
corporate a  bank,  the  remaining  part  of  the  task 
wbtch  1  have  undertaken  to  perform  will  be  ea- 
sily dispatched.  What  are  the  circumstances 
ondei'  which  we  are  called  upon  lo  vote  against 
the  renewal  of  (he  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Stales?  Europe  is  still  convulsed  to  its 
centre,  by  wars  which,  in  their  progress,  have 
overthrown  the  ancient  bounds  and  limits  of  tbe 
independent  nations  among  whom  it  has  been 
immemorially  parcelled  out.  Tbe  established 
tisages  and  laws  of  nations  have  been  trampled 
aader  foot  both  by  land  and  sea.  Such  is  the 
prospect  abroad.  What  is  our  interna!  siluaiion  ? 
The  eonfiscaiioD  of  American  property  in  tlie 
potts  of  France,  Spain,  Italy,  and  Holland.  The 
depredations  committed  tipon  our  commerce  on 
the  high  seas  by  British  cruisers,  and  the  embar- 
rassments to  which  it  has  been  subjected  in  the 
northern  ports  of  Europe,  have  already  produced 
numerous  bankruptcies  in  most  of  our  commer- 
cial cities.  In  audition  to  the  embarrassments 
produced  by  these  catitea,  we  IwTe  aupendded 


those  whiefa  mttst  necesaarily  remit  from  a  dob- 
interconrse  with  Boglaikd,  the  country  with 
which  we  have  hitherto  had  the  moat  eileosiie 
commercial  intercourse.  Prom  these  additianal 
embarrassments  we  may  be  saved  by  the  want 
of  good  faith  in  the  French  Government.  ShoDld 
that  be  the  ease,  we  shall  most  inevitably  be  ex- 
cluded from  all  comnereial  iaiereourse  with  (he 
European  continent,  which  may  be  as  embarrass- 
ing as  the  non-ioteroonrae  with  Qrent  Britain. 
In  that  event  our  European  commeree  will  be  i 
confined  solely  to  Qreat  Britain  and  her  depen-  j 
dencies.  Such,  sir,  are  the  cireumetances  aaits 
which  we  are  called  upon  to  dissolve  soddealy 
an  institution  which  circulates  813,000,000,  lod  ! 
to  which  the  commercial  class  of  this  nation  are 
indebted  (14,000,000.  it  must  also  be  remem- 
bered, that  the  same  elass  of  your  citizens  are  ' 
indebted  to  the  Qovemment  nearly  112.000,000, 
upon  wbicb  your  payments  into  the  Treasury  for 
the  discharge  of  the  current  expenses  of  the  year 
are  solely  depeodent.  Sir,  I  have  never  bdieved 
thai  the  mantle  of  Elijah  bas  deiiceoded  upon 
my  shoulders,  and  yet  I  can  very  easily  foresee, 
that  individual  and  national  distress  must  be 

Produced  by  the  sudden  dissolution  of  (be  bank. 
'he  poorer  part  of  your  manafacturers  and  me- 
chanics will  be  the  first  to  feel  the  distress.  The 
deputation  of  mechanics  and  manufacturers  from 
the  city  of  Philadelphia  stated  to  tbe  commitiea 
that  upon  the  rejection  of  the  bill  for  the  Tenewal 
of  the  chatter,  in  the  other  Hense.  tbe  bank  be- 
gan to  contract  its  discounts,  and  iW  the  whole 
city  was  filled  with  alarn^  and  dismay.  That 
the  credit  even  of  bank  paper  was  shaken,  and 
individual  confidence  bad  received  a  severe  shock. 
That  in  consequence  of  this  alarm  and  disiresaj 
the  bank  had  determined  to  return  to  its  former 
extent  of  discounts  and  to  continue  it  to  the  last 
moment.  That  the  cootmotion  of  discounts  by 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  bad  produced  a 
contraction  of  discounts  in  the  State  banks, 
so  that  those  who  had  their  accounts  with  the 
latter  banks  were  in  no  better  aituation  than  the 
debtors  of  the  former.  Whenever  a  man  testiQes 
against  his  apparent  iotereBl,  be  ought  to  be  be- 
lieved. It  is  apparently  the  interest  of  the  State 
banks  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes  should 
be  put  down.  It  is  iheir  interest  to  discount 
Itood  paper  as  largely  as  possible.  Tbe  Bank  of 
the  United  Slates  discounts  to  the  amoaat  of  about 
815,000,000.  The  dissolution  of  this  bank  will 
bring  into  the  market,  which  wilt  tbeo  be  solely 
occupied  by  the  Slate  banks,  an  excess  of  St5,000,- 
000  of  good  paper  to  be  discounted.  The  demand 
for  discounts,  when  compared  with  the  discount- 


benefit  of  thai  increase  wilt  be  exetusively  en- 
joyed  by  the  State  backs ;  it  is  therefore  appar- 
ently their  Interest  thai  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  should  be  dissolved.  But  they  have  p^ 
titioned  for  (he  renewal  of  ibe  charier. 

It  is  said,  however,  tbat  if  so  much  dislresa  is 
to  flow  from  the  dissolution  of  the  bank,  it  [KOves 
tbat  the  banking  system  is  deleterious  in  its  con- 
seqmoces.    I  will  Utt  now  enter  into  the  diaeii>> 
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lion  of  ifwt  quetiion,  be<i«iiM  it  is  oat  the  qaes- 
tion  beSatt  iDe  Senate.  The  system  has  long 
beea  praciiied  upoo;  is  iacreauog  from  dor  to 
dif,  and  ia  wholly  beyond  the  coatrol  of  Con- 
pfss.  But,  sir,  ao  iaspeclioD  of  the  Jouraits  of 
Ue  Senate  of  the  present  sestioa  aflbrda  abuadant 
eiideocej  that  this  House,  ai  least,  believe  that 
ihe  baakiDg  syalem  !■  a.  beneficial  one.  We  have 
Doi  iDCorpar&ted  more,  I  beliere,  than  five  banks 
within  the  District  of  Coiumbia  during  the  pie«- 
ui(  session.  The  renewal,  or  the  refusal  to 
reaevr  this  charter,  does  not  then  decide  the 
qae&iion  whether  tne  banliiag'  system  shall  be 
abolished  in  ibe  United  States  or  not.  Oeaile- 
meo  cannot  but  be  sensible  of  ibis.  The  old 
CoDscess  incorpoiated  ibe  Bank  of  North  Ameri- 
ca ia  the  year  1781.  New  York  and  Massaehu- 
letts  bud  followed  ilie  example  before  the  Bank 
of  the  United  Slsteswos  incorporated, and  every 
Slate  in  the  Union  has  since  incorporated  banks. 
The  banking  system  has  been  too  long  and  too 
deeply  rooted,  to  be  frowned  out  of  existence  by 
Congress.  If,  however,  gentlemen  are  convinced 
that  the  system  of  banking  known  and  eslab- 
liihed  among  us  is  injurious  in  its  effects,  these 
igjurious  effects  will  be  diminished  by  renewing 
iliC  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales. 
The  State  banks,  whose  credibility  in  this  cave  is 
unquestionable,  iiave  told  you  that  the  in&uciice 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  upon  ihem  is  a 
henefictal  one;   that  it  prevent 


banks.  Every  one  of  the  State  banks  of  Phila- 
delphia, except  one,  lias  peliliooed  for  thq  re- 
newal of  the  Bank  of  ihe  United  States,  and  one 
of  the  deputation  of  merchants  who  was  a  di- 
lecior  of  one  of  those  banks  slated  the  reason  why 
that  bank  bad  declined.  That  an  association  in 
some  of  the  interior  tnnos  had  been  formed  with- 
out the  authority  of  law,  and  that  the  bank  was 
inspected  by  the  Stale  Legislature  of  having 
favored  it;  that  a  motion  had  been  made  in  the 
Slate  Legislature  to  iniuire  into  ihe  fact,  and 
that,  in  consequence  of  this  circumstance,  ihat 
baoi  had  been  prevented  from  petitioning.  The 
check  which  one  bank  has  upon  another  is  in 
fact  the  only  substantial  check  which  can  be  de- 
rtsed  against  excessive  discounts  and  emissions 
by  State  baaks.  You  may  limit  and  restrain 
thtm  by  subjecting  the  directors  individually  to 
any  loss  which  may  be  incurred  by  a  violalioa 
of  the  restrictiotis  imposed  by  the  charier.  Sup- 
pose ihey  discount  to  twice  the  amount  permit- 
led,  and  the  stockholders,  who  alone  have  the 
means  of  discorery,  ascertain  the  fact ;  they  will 
not  disclose  it,  because  disckwure  would  destroy 
tbe  credit  of  ifae  bank.  But  it  is  objented  to  the 
renewal  of  the  charter,  that  it  has  beeen  a  politi- 
ulmachiDe  in  the  hands  of  our  poliiical  oppo- 
Mois,  and  that  it  baa  been  partial  in  its  npera- 
■ioos.  That  it  may  have  been  so  nsed  is  very 
ponible;  bat  that  it  has  within  the  last  twelve 
years  been  •<>  used  is  not  believed.  Some  of  the 
idegaiion  of  the  mechanics,  all  of  whom  I  be- 
lieve were  democrau,  bad  been  dealua  with  that 


Bank  for  twelve  vear«,  and  they  all  united  in 
contradicting  ail  idea  of  its  being  partial,  or  in- 
fiuenced  in  the  slightest  degree  by  Ihe  political 
character  of  its  customers  during  that  time.  And 
one  of  them  said  explicitly  that  opposition  to  the 
renewal  in  Pbiladelphia  was  confined  principally 
10  the  newspapers.  When  there  were  but  few 
banks  and  the  competition  for  discounts  was 
great,  I  can  readily  believe,  that  it  might  have 
had  some  influence  upon  political  questions  and 
that  it  was  guilty  of  partiality ;  and  so  would 
any  other  ioGtituiion  placed  in  lite  same  situation. 
The  multiplication  of  banks  in  the  United  States 
has  given  us  the  most  ample  security  against  the 
repetition  of  either  of  these  ofienees.  The  most 
formidable  objection  afiainst  the  expediency  of 
the  renewal,  in  the  estimation  of  those  who  are 
opposed  to  it,  is  that  a  large  portion  of  the  stock 
is  held  by  foreigners ;  and  apprehension*  are  en- 
tertained that  these  foreigners  have  bad,  and  will 
again  have  fome  induence  upon  our  public  coun- 
cils ;  that  but  for  the  ioaueoce  thus  acquired,  we 
should  have  taken  stronger  measures  in  vindica- 
tion of  our  rights.  If  this  influence  really  exists, 
some  degree  of  inSuence  must  also  exist  and  ope- 
rate upon  those  foreigners  in  our  favor.  If  the 
most  proSiable  part  of  their  eapiial  is  ihat  which 
is  invested  in  our  bank  slock,  which  tbe  Govera- 
ment  has  sold  to  them,  will  Ihey  not  eieit  their 
influence  upon  their  own  councils,  upon  any  ap- 
prehension of  war  between  tbe  two  countries? 
Surely  the  country  in  which  their  capital  is  em- 
ployed, and  who  can  at  any  moment  lay  their 
bands  upon  it  must  have  more  influence  upon 
the  conduct  of  the  capitalists,  than  they  can  pos- 
sibly have  upon  ii.  How  long  shall  we  fiightea 
ourselves  with  empty  phantoms  and  imaginary 
evils?  How  long  shall  we  indulge  ourselves 
in  the  pursuit  of  aome  imaginary  theoretical 
good,  which,  like  tbe  will-o'the-wisp,  continaally 
dudes  our  grasp  ?  Sir,  we  have  the  experience  of 
twenty  years  for  our  guide.  During  that  lapse 
of  years  your  finances  have  been,  through  the 
agency  of  this  bank,  skiirullv  and  successfully 
managed.  During  this  perioa,  the  improvement 
of  the  country  and  the  prosperity  of  the  nation 
have  been  rapidly  progressing.  Why  then  should 
we,  at  this  perilous  and  momentous  crisis,  aban- 
don a  well  tried  system;  fa uUy  perhaps  in  the 
detail,  but  soand  in  its  fundamental  principles? 
Does  the  pride  of  opinion  revolt  at  the  idea  of 
acquiescing  in  the  system  of  your  political  oppo- 
nents? Gomel  and  with  me  sacrifice  your  pride 
and  political  resenimeqls  at  the  shrine  of  politi- 
cal good.  Let  them  be  made  a  propitiatory  sac- 
rifice for  the  promotion  of  the  public  welfare,  the 
savor  of  which  will  ascend  to  Heavm,  aod  be 
there  recorded  as  a  lasting,  an  everlasting  evi- 
dence, of  your  devotion  to  the  happiness  of  your 
coualry. 

TuEeoAT,  February  13. 

Mr.  Gbboo,  from  tbe  eommiltee  to  whom  was 

referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  tbe  relief  of 

Ritshaid  Tervin,  William  Coleman,Kd  win  Lewis, 
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tSimuel  Mima,  Jotepli  Wilson,  and  ihe  Baptist 
ChoTcb  at  Salem  Meetinghouse,  in  the  MisMa- 
sippi  Territory,"  reported  it  without  amendmeDi- 

Od  motion,  hj  Mr.  Oilman, 

Eetolved,  That  a  committee  be  appoioted  to 
joqaire  iato  the  expedienoy  of  openios  aooiher 

KsMge  to  the  gallery,  on  the  west  side  of  the 
mate  Chamber,  md  to  propose  such  alteraiioos 
M  they  may  deem  proper. 

Oraered,  That  Messrs.  Qiuiin,  Orboq,  and 
Daka,  be  the  committee. 
Mr.  Dana,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 


United  States,  reported  it  amended. 
ameDdmenti  were  trad,  and  ordered  to  be  printed 
for  the  Dse  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Dana  alto  communicated  ■  letter  to  the 
committee,  from  the  Secretsry  of  the  Department 
of  State,  on  the  subject  of  naturalized  American 
seamen;  which  was  read;  and  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed for  the  ate  of  the  Senate. 

Tbe  bill  to  nniborize  the  payment  of  certain 
ceriiSeaies,  credits,  and  pensions,  and  for  other 
pmposes,  was  read  the  second  lime. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  antborize  the 
election  of  sheriffs  Id  the  Indiana  Territory,"  was 
read  the  second  time  and  referred  toaseleet  com- 
roittee,  to  eonslderand  report  thereon;  and  Messrs. 
Campbell,  PaAnKtirt,  and  Lbib,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

Tbe  bill,  entitled  "Ao  act  in  addition  to  the 
act,  entitiM  'An  act  sapplemeniary  to  the  aci 
concemiDg  Consuls  and  Vice  Coasals,'  and  foi 
the  further  protection  of  Americati  seamen,"  was 
read  tbe  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
eomtnitiee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  ;  and 
Hessn.  Bbadlet,  Qilmah,  and  BnENT,  were  ap' 
pointed  the  eommittee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  of  the  eth 
instant,  '*That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  bring 
in  a  bill  malting  compensation  to  certain  officer: 
of  the  customs ;"  aoo,  on  the  question  to  agree 
thereto,  it  was  deterroraed  in  the  nef^aiire. 

Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  memorial  of  Joseph 
Wheaion,  prayibg  remaneratton  for  services  ren- 
dered to  the  United  States  in  tbe  Reroluiiooary 
war,  and  compensation  for  losses  sustained  there- 
in i  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to 
■  select  com miiiee.  to  consider  and  report  thereon, 
by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Tatlob, Brad- 
let,  and  Daha,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  their 
ameadmeot,  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
aentaiires,  to  the  bill,  eniiiled  "An  act  to  enable 
the  people  oflhe  Territory  of  Orleans  to  form 
«ODsiitution  and  Slate  government,  and  for  the 
admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an 
equal  footing  with  tbe  original  Stales ;  and  foi 
otQer  pnrposes." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tait,  that  the  Senate  re- 
cede from  the  said  amendment,  it  was  determined 
in  the  negatire — yeas  11,  nays  19,  as  follows: 

TiAS— Mesirs.  Andetson,  Csmpbell,  Condit,  Craw- 
ford, Fianklin.Lsabat,  MsttbewsoB,  RoUuson,  Smith 
«f  MarrlsBd,  Tsit,  and  Wbitsslde. 

Hats— HeMis.  Bayaid,  Bradley,  Brant,  Cbnapbi, 


Bua,  OaUUrd,  Giles,  GDMtti,  GoodiMi,  Gnn>  Bw 
sey,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Pickering,  KMd,  SmiA  of  New  Toik, 
Taylor,  Tnmsr,  and  WorthiiRMa. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tait, 
Reaohed,  Thai  theSenate  insist  on  their  imenl- 
ent  to  the  said  bill. 

Tbe  engrossed  bill  authorizing  the  sale  tai 
Krant  of  a  certain  quantity  of  public  land  to  tkt 
Harre  de  Grace  Bridge  Company  was  read  tfai 
third  time,  and  tbe  blanks  filled. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  WoRTHiiioTaN,  tbit  die 
further  consideraiion  of  (he  bill  be  ^osiponed  la 
the  first  Monday  in  December  next,  it  was  drter- 
mined  in  the  oegaiive.  And  on  the  quntioa, 
Shall  (his  bill  pass?  it  was  determined  in  the  : 
negative— yeas  13,  nays  IS,  as  follows : 

Yiis — Mmsts.  Andsison,  Bsyird,  Giles,  Gaodridi. 
OregB,  BoiMV,  Leib,  Pickering,  Reed,  Smith  of  Mtry- 
lind.  Smith  of  NsTrTork,  Whiteaiile,  and  WorttungtHi. 
Nats — Messn.  Brsdley,  Chsmplin,  Condit,  Cr»w- 
ford,  Cotti,  Frsnhlin ,  Oaillsid ,  Oilrasn ,  LamlMit,  Usfd, 
MaUhewiDn,  Rolniuon,  Tsit,  and  Tomer. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  set  providing  for  ih* 
removal  of  the  land  office  established  at  Nasb- 
ville,  in  the  Srate  of  Tennessee,  and  Canton,  in 
the  State  of  Ohio,  and  to  uithonze  the  Regisitt 
and  Receiver  of  the  Public  Moneye  to  superin- 
tend the  public  sales  of  land  in  the  diitiict  mt 
of  Pearl  riverj"  was  read  (he  third  time  as  amended. 
Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  smeadmenu. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  ameni- 
ments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  ibe  Bank  of  Po- 
tomac;" and  concurred  therein. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  aniend- 
meats  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  hill, 
emitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Waih- 
iogion,"  and  concurred  therein. 

Tbe  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  tbe 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  tbe  subscrib- 
ers (0  tbe  Farmers'  Bank  of  Alexandria,"  anil 
concurred  therein. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Hoose  of  Representatives  to  ib« 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  Union 
Bank  o(  Qeorgetown." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bbeiit,  they  were  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report 
(hereon.  Messrs.  Bsgnt,  Popb,  and  CiiAwroHD, 
were  appointed  the  commitiee. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tie 
Whde,  (he  bill  to  amend  and  eontiaoe  in  force 
an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States."  pused 
on  the  25ih  day  of  February,  1791. 

Mr.  LntB  said  that  it  was  not  his  intention  U 
have  broken  silence  on  this  subject;  he  meant  t( 
content  himself  with  a  silent  vote,  as  he  coasid 
ered  the  merits  of  the  bill  to  be  well  understood 
and  every  naembei's  mind  made  up  on  them 
Tbe  subject  bad  become  so  trite,  and  waa  so  hack 
neved.  as  to  have  become  threadbare,  and  he  uni 
Ud  lii  opinloa  with  hbi  friend  from  Teiui«Me< 
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[hat  it  iraa  not  onljr  a  waUe  of  luae,  bat  a  work 
of  sQjKierogHlian  to  discuss  it.  He  should  not 
hsreiiiea  "but  fur  some  remarks,  which  bad  jea- 
Ktitj  falleo  from  the  peDtlemaa  from  Georgia. 
Suae  iaiimaiioD  bad  beeo  gireo  by  him  aboat 
iDsrtuctioaa  from  the  great  Slalet,  aod  while  it 
Kuaed  to  be  matter  of  coODpUioi  that  Euch  in- 
itruciLOaf  bad  been  givcD,  it  appeared  also  that 
the  complaiat  ezteaded  to  the  do  n- prod  action  of 
ihaa  lo  ihe  Senate.  He  had  received  iusiruc- 
IJODS  from  B  great  State,  ai  the  {gentleman  from 
Qeorgia  bad  termed  it;  for  he  did  not  recollect 
rliat  the  gemlemtui  frum  Maiyland,  to  whom  tha 
pbrase  wa^  attributed,  bad  used  it— tJie  great  State 
ofPennsflraaia;  and  ihoteiostrueciooa  he  would 
hive  offered  to  the  Senate  before,  had  not  some 
informality  ia  ibeir  shape  precluded  him.  The 
instructions  having  been  mentioned,  he  deemed 
ii  a  duly  to  read  Ihem  to  the  Senate. 


Thi  pM>pla  of  ^  Unit^  Stalei,  bjr  the  adoptiOD  of 
ik«  Fnlant  OoDrtitation,  MtablUhed  ■  GaBaial  Uovem- 

nml  for  (pedal  pmpona,  ttmeniag  to  tbemodvu  ra- 
VMtiTelj  the  rights  and  aiithoritiM  not  delegated  in 
Iktt  inetruaient.  To  the  compact  tberebj  created, 
neb  State  aoewled  in  it*  charter  ■>  a  State,  and  is  a 
putj  i  the  Unit^  Statea  fomaag,  aa  to  it,  the  other 
F*ity.  The  a£t  of  imioQ,  thai  entand  into,  being  to 
ill  intents  and  pmposes,  a  treaty  bctweeo  sovereign 
Stitsa.  The  General  GovcrnineDt,  b;  this  treat;,  was 
lotconitituted  the  eicliuive  or  GnsJ  judge  of  the  pan- 
til  it  was  to  exercise;  for  if  it  nera  so  to  judge,  then 
il*  judgment  and  not  the  Constitution  wootd  be  the 
meuure  of  ita  authoritj. 

Shoald  the  Oenenl  Gofemneut,  in  any  of  ita  de- 
pertmenia,  Tiolate  the  proTlaioas  of  the  Coiutitntioii,  it 
r<M>  with  the  States  and  with  the  people  to  apply  suit. 


With  these  impressions,  the  Legislature  of  Pennsyl- 
TUiii,  te  secnre  aa  administration  of  the  Federal  and 
Stitc  GoTsniments  conformably  lo  the  true  spirit  of 
flint  TtapectiTe  constitution s,  fcal  it  their  duty  to  el- 
pren  Uuir  sentiments  upon  ui  important  subject  now 
Mm  Congress,  vii ;  the  oontinuance  or  establishment 
ef  a  banL  Prom  a  oarejul  review  of  the  powers  veat- 
td  in  the  Oeneral  Government,  they  have  the  most 
positiK  eoovietioii  that  the  authority  lo  gnat  dhar< 
<m  of  ineerporattaD,  within  the  juriadklira  ef  any 
Ntl^  arjihout  the  cofisant  thereof  is  not  racogniaad 
in  fliat  instmment,  eithw  ezpcassly  or  bj  ady  watraat* 
iliis  implieatiDH :  Therelbre, 

.  Sfobti,  by  the  Senate  and  Haut  ef  S^inttnia- 
^oftk«CommonmiaithQfFenniyltaaia,in  Gent- 
^  Attmhly  met.  That  the  Seualoia  of  Una  Btale  in 
b  Beaate  of  the  United  Stales  be  and  era  hereby  in> 
*nielcd,  and  the  RepM«enlBti*ea  of  this  State,  in  the 
&MIN  of  R^raaentalivea  of  the  Dnited  Slates  be,  and 
*^  hereby  are,  requested  to  nw  every  ejeition  in 
^  power  to  prevent  the  eharter  oi  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Stales  &am  being  renewed,  or  any  other  bank 
'ani  being  chartered  by  Congress,  deaigoed  to  have 
fntion  within  the  jurudiction  of  any,StBte  withoot 
™  bating  obtained  the  consent  of  the  I^egiatatnre  of 
■vbSute. 

Bttohtd,  That  the  Qeveiiior  be  and  he  hereby  is 
nioested  to  forward  a  copy  of  the  above  preamble  aiid 


resolution  te  each  of  the  Senaloi*  and  Banr«Mnlativea. 
of  this  State  in  Ihe  Congiesa  of  the  United  Stales. 
JOHN  WEBER,  Speaker  H.  S. 
P.  C.  LANE,  SpeaJitr  of  ihe  Senate. 
In  the   House  of  Heprescntatitea,  January   11th, 
leil.    Read  and  adopted. 
Attest  J      GEORGE  HECKBRT,  Ckrk  H.  R. 
In  Sonate,  Jannary  11th.  ISIl.    Read  and  adoplad. 
Alleat :      J.  A  McJIMSBY,  Citrk  of  the  Sei^t. 

Wherefore,  he  would  ask,  was  this  made  k 
canseof  complaint?  The  iostroctioDs^were  giv- 
en by  the  Legislaiare  of  Peon  ny  Ivan  ia  to' their  rep- 
reseniatires.  Was  the  right  of  the  constituent 
denied  loiutiruct  hisrepresentatirel  For  Ihe  in- 
slnKiionseiteDded  nut  Beyond  the  representation. 
It  was  an  affair  between  representatives  and  con- 
■tilnents,  and  as  it  did  not  proceed  bevond  them, 
as  none  elsa  were  eomprebended,  surelj'  no  cause 
could  hare  been  given  for  complaint.  For  his 
part  he  auented  to  the  right  or  constiiucDis  to 
iDslmci,  aod  was  ready  to  yield  it  obedience — it 
was  in  accordance  with  his  political  maxima  j 
and  he  should  ever  consider  nimself  bound  to 
obey  iostruciiona  as  long  as  th^  did  not  require 
the  perforniBoce  of  an  act,  which  would  violate 
ibat  oath  which  he  bad  taken.  On  this  occasion 
he  yielded  obedience  with  pride  and  pleasure,  as 
the  insiruciions  corresponded  with  his  own  im- 
pressions of  solemn  oblisalion.  He  considered 
bimaelfas  the  repreieniaiive  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania; to  represent,  in  his  miud,  was  to  ap- 
pear for,  or  stand  in  the  place  of  the  body  repre- 
sented, and,  in  this  view,  he  considered  it  his 
duty  lo  apeak  the  senee  of  hi^  consiiiuenis,  to  do 
as  ihey  would  do,  were  they  present,  otherwisa 
heshonld  misrepresent  them.  Did  this  look  like 
dictalion  ?  Did  it  appear  as  if  the  great  Staiee 
desired  to  give  law  to  the  smaller  ones,  when 
tbey  only  gave  their  instructions  to  their  own  rep- 
reseutHiives.  and  none  else  were  asked  to  render 
tbem  obedience  %    He  could  not  suppose  iL 

Allusion  bad  been  made  to  Penneyivania  on 
Recount  of  resisiance  to  the  laws  of  the  tJnited 
Slates.  He  fell  the  reproach,  and  had  of^en  ex- 
perienced mortification  from  tl.  He  had  never 
countenanced  nnlawful  opposition,  nor  had  the 
people  of  Pennsylvania;  for  when  it  had  ex- 
isted, it  had  been  focal,  and  had  never  embraced 
Ihe  Stale;  and  therefore,  ibe  people  of  Pennsyl- 
vania were  not  comprehended  in  the  reproach. 
The  gentleman  from  Georgia  had  cited  auihoritv 
for  renewing  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  Ibe  Uni- 
ted States,  and  had  at  the  same  lime  disclaimed 
authority ;  in  imitation  of  his  example  he  would 
do  so  too,  and  he  might  say,  that  for  the  excite- 
ment to  insurrection  in  a  part  of  Pennsylvani* 
he  might  refer  to  a  source  of  auihority  as  high  aa 
the  gentleman  from  Qeorgiahad  reftrred  for  the 
establishment  of  ihe  tiank  charter. 

Some  reasons  had  been  assigned  for  the  refu- 
sal of  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics  Bank  of  Phila- 
delphia to  unite  with  the  other  banks  in  peiitioa- 
ing  for  a  charter,  which  did  not  appear  to  bim  to 
be  correct.  The  gentleman  who  nve  the  Infur- 
mation  to  the  comraillee  was  a  director  of  the 
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Bank  of  Philadelphia,  and  bii  iofacmalion  must 
hsTebeen  derived  from  oul-of-doors rumor.  The 
Farmers  aod  Mechanics  Bank,  Mr.  I^IB  appre- 
beoded,  refused  lo  petition  for  the  reaewal  of  the 
charier  afthe  Bank  of  the  United  States,  for  other 
reasODs.  He  knew  a  gentleman  who  managed 
the  a&iirx  of  thai  haok,  of  superior  iateili^ence 
and  information,  and  second  to  nooe  in  point  of 
knowledge  of  banking,  who  was  as  much  oppi 
sed  to  a  renewal  as  he  was,  and  for  a  reaaon  nc 
unlike  that  hinted  at  hy  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  vraa 
a  check  upon  the  other  banks,  bat  a  check  like 
that  of  a  snark  upon  the  little  fish  aronod  him. 
It  was  in  the  power  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  b)*  means  of  its  great  capital  and  the  Gor- 
ernmental  patronage,  to  prey  upon  the  other  banks 
whenever  it  pleased,  and  this  was  sufficient  rea- 
son for  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics  Bank  to  te- 
fuse  its  aid  towards  a  renewal  of  the  chartei 
These  remarks  he  (bought  it  his  dutjr  to  tubini 
to  the  Senate,  and,  in  conformity  with  hii  firs 
determination  J  he  avoided  any  remarks  upon  the 
merits  of  the  bill,  which  he  conceived  every  mem- 
ber was  already  prepared  lo  decide  upon. 

Mr.  Llotd.— Mr.  President:  This  is  indeed. 
sir,  an  up-hill,  wind-mill  son  of  warfare — a  novel 
mode    of  legislative  proceeding.     Thi 


ahould  be  brousht  in  on  a  very  important  cubjeci 
which  has  beenlong  under  consideration,  and  that 
a  gentleman  shotild  move  to  strike  out  the  first 


section  of  the  hill,  which  comprises  all 
ity,  (for  it  is  the  first  section  which  provides  for 
the  continuance  of  the  bank,)  and  should  be  sup- 
ported in  it,  without  deiening  to  assign  any  other 
Tcasons  than  may  be  derived  from  newspaper 
publications,  whicli  are  so  crude  and  voluminous 
that  not  one  man  out  of  ten  will  so  far  mispend 
his  lime  as  lo  take  the  trouble  to  read  them,  is 
indeed  exiraordioary.  Btill,  if  gentlemen  choose 
to  adopt  'bis  dumb  sort  of  le^isUtion,  and  are  de- 
termined to  take  the  question  without  offering 
any  arguments  in  support  of  their  opinions,  I  cer- 
tainly should  not  have  interfered  with  their 
wishes,  had  I  not  been  a  member  of  the  commit- 
tee who  had  reported  the  bill,  who  bad  heard  the 
testimony  offered  by  iwo  very  respectable  dele- 
gations uata  Philadelphia;  one  from  the  master 
manufacturers  and  meehinics  of  the  city,  and  the 
other  from  the  merchants ;  and  had  I  not  taken 
minnies  of  this  teaiimony,  which  I  find  it  is  ex- 
pected from  me  that  I  should  relate  to  the  Senate. 

Sir,  I  cODsider  the  motion  to  strike  out,  now 
under  consideration,  as  goiag  to  the  entire  de- 
struction of  the  bill,  without  any  reference  lo  its 
details  or  modifications ;  it  therefore  appears  to 
me  in  OTder^  to  take  into  consideration  only  the 
material  principle  of  the  bill;  that  is,  whether  it 
be  proper  that  the  charter  of  the  bank  should  be 
lenewed  on  an^  terms  whatever,  let  those  terms 
be  what  they  may. 

[Mr.  Smitb  of  Maryland  stated,  that  ilie  ^n- 
tlemao  was  mistaken;  he  was  at  liberty  to  go  into 
eonsideraiioo  of  the  details,  and  might  discusg 
them  if  he  pleased.] 

I  had  thought,  Mr.  Fntideal,  that  when  a  tee- 


lion  of  a  bill  was  moved  to  be  struck  out,  thai  the 
subjecl-maiier  of  the  part  so  moved  to  be  stricken  | 
out  was  only  in  order  lo  be  considered— but  how- 
ever this  may  be,  I  take  it  to  be  strictly  in  order  ■ 
to  show,  that  this  bank  has  been  ably  and  fairly 
conducted,  that  it  has  been  beneficial  to  the 
coontry,  and  extremely  useful  to  the  Govern- 
ment; because  if  this  he  shown,  it  will  be  the 
best  argument  that  can  be  adduced  for  ibe  rejec- 
tion ofthe  present  motion,  and  the  coniinaaiiea 
of  the  bank. 

Sir,  it  is  admitted  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  his  communications  to  Congres), 
tbai  (he  concerns  of  this  bank  hare  been  "skil- 
fuUv  and  wisely  manazed,"  that  the  bank  hu 
maae  a  very  limited  anamoderate  use  of  the  pub- 
lic moneys  deposited  with  i(;  and  that  it  hsi 
greatly  facilitated  the  operations  of  Government 
by  the  safe-keepiug  and  transmission  of  the  pnb* 
lie  moneys.    It  has  at  all  limes  met  the  wishes 
of  the  Government  in  making  loans-     It  has  done 
this  even  at  six  per  cent.,  while  the  QoTernmeat 
have  been  obliged,  in  one  insiauoe,  for  a  eonsider- 
able  amount,  to  pay  eight  per  cenL  to  other  per- 
sons for  the  loans  obtained  from  them.    It  is  ad- 
mitted, sir,  that  the  bank,  at  the  request  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  has  established  branchet 
for  the  purpose  of  facililBtiQgtheoperations  of  the 
Governmeot  at  places  where  mch  esiabtishments 
could  not  but  be  inconvenient  lo  them  in  point 
of  managemeot,  and  disadvantageous  in  point  of 
profit.    I  allude  more  particularly,  sir,  to  ihe 
branchesof  the  bank  which  have  been  established 
at  New  Orleans  and  at  Washington.     We  have 
been  told  this  session,  sir,  by  a  eentleman  from 
Maryland,  (Mr.  Suith,)  that  (he  Territory  of 
Orleans  is  a  very  wealthy  one,  that  it  probably 
contains  a  greater  number  of  rich  inhabitants,  for 
its  population,  than  any  other  district  in   the 
Union.    Sir,  if  this  be  the  fact,  of  whom  does 
this  wealthy  population  consist?    Not  of  the  ia- 
habiiants,  but  of  the  planters:  men  who  are  not 
borrowers  of  the  bank,  who,  when  (hey  realize 
the  sales  of  their  produce,  invest  the  surplus  pro- 
ceeds of  it  beyond  (heir  expenditure  in  thefunds, 
or  in  the  acquisition  of  new  lands,  or  ia  the  pur- 
chase of  BO  additionnl  number  of  negroes.     Sir, 
it  is  notorious,  that  from  the  recent  posseaaioa  by 
the  United  Stales  of  Louisiana,  and  the  certuiniy 
that  New  Orleans  must  soon  be  the  emporium  of 
an  immense  western  commere,  that  city  has  be- 
came more  ihe  retort  afthe  yotuig,  the  adventn- 
rous,  the  enterprisiBg,  and  the  rash  among  the 
mercantile  metfof  our  connlrv,  than  sny  oihet 
city  in  Ihe  Union  ;  and  it  is  obvious,  air,  in  pro- 
portion as  the  borrowers  from  a  bank  consist  of 
persons  of  this  description,  in  the  same  propoi- 
tion  must  the  circumstances  of  such  bank  be  un- 
sound;  and  without  possessing  any  particular 
knowledge  whatever  on  (he  state  of  ihis  bank,  i( 
Ihe  colJeciions  of  its  debts  are  speedily  made,  I 
would  not  make  ihe  purchase  at  a  discount  of 
twenty-five  per  cenL  Tram  the  nomiikal  amount 
of  them. 

Sir.  we  can  jadge  with  more  accuracjr  whea 
we  Dome  nearer  home.    What  ia  the  state  of  the 


id  by  Google 


HISTORY  01  CONGRESS. 


168 


FEinoiBr,  1811. 


Bank  t/  the  IMted  Slates. 


Sknatb. 


b*Dk  JQ  ibis  ciijr  1  What  the,  abilil);  of  its  del 
10  mtet  ibeir  eagagemems 7  It  U  slated  the 
branch  has  a  loan  out  here  of  four  hundred  tboa- 
und  dollars.  Where  is  the  navigation  7— where 
ibe  wealthy  merchaota  7~-where  are  the  oputent 
tradesmen  7— the  eiteosive  manufactaters,  lo 
nfaad  tbia  monejr,  when  they  are  called  on  to  do 
it?  Sir,  they  are  not  to  be  fouiid  ;  they  do 
wialliere;  tOere  are  but  very  few  opulent  men 
in  the  city,  and  those  are  either  Dot  borrower!  ~' 
ifae  bank,  or  not  borrowers  lo  an  amooDl  of  ■ 
importance.  Where  then  is  the  moDey  to 
found,  or  what  has  been  done  with  it?  It  has 
probably  been  taken  out  of  the  Banlc  of  the  Ui 
ted  Statei  to  build  up  the  Gre  or  six  District  banks 
which  you  hare  chartered  the  present  seti 
10  furnish  the  mesns  of  erecting  the  fifty  or  s 
brick  houws  which  we  are  told  hare  made  their 
appearance  during  the  last  Sutniner;  to  encour- 
age speculations  in  city  lots,  and  to  enable  the 
proprietors  lo  progress  with  the  half  finished 
canal  which  oeaily  adjoins  oa.  Well,  sir,  if  tbe 
bank  promptly  calls  in  its  loan  of  four  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  will  the  debtors  be  enabled  lo 
meet  tbeir  payments  7  Can  they  sell  these  lots, 
these  brick  houses,  these  canal  snares  7  No,  sir, 
in  such  a  state  of  things  they  could  find  no  pur- 
chasers, they  coatd  nearly  as  well  create  a  world 
as  lo  furnish  the  money ;  and  if  the  bank  is  lo 
stop,  and  the  payment  of  this  debt  be  speedily 
coerced,  I  would  not  give  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars  for  the  whole  of  it. 

In  addition  to  ibis,  1  sbatl  sbow  presently,  from 
testimony  which  cannot  be  controverted,  that  the 
conduct  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uoited  Slates,  or  its 
directors,  or  rather  the  stockholders,  whose  agents 
they  are,  in  addition  to  being  wise  and  skilful, 
and  moderate,  aa  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treaaary 
states  them  to  have  been,  that  tuey  have  also  been 
honorable,  and  liberal,  and  impartial;  and  if,  in 
addition  to  this,  it  be  proved,  that  the  bank  has, 
in  every  in<tance  where  it  had  the  ability  to  do 
it,  met  the  wishes  of  the  Government,  and  to  fa- 
cilitate its  views  in  the  security  and  collection  of 
the  revenue,  it  haa  also  established  branchea  where 
it  must  have  been  obviously  and  palpably  to  the 
disadvantage  of  the  bank  to  do  it — if  it  has  fur- 
nished capitals  for  the  extension  of  our  commerce, 
if  it  has  provided  means  for  the  establishment  of 
importaol  manufactories,  if  it  has  had  a  tendency 
ID  taiae  the  price  of  our  domestic  produce,  and 
has  ihns  encouraged  industry,  and  improved  and 
embellished  the  interior  of  the  country— it  would 
leem  pretty  etrongly  lo  follow,  that  if  it  be  expe- 
dieni  to  preserve  the  existence  of  an  institution 
similir  to  this,  then  these  gentlemeti,  on  the 
scoteof  merit,  added  to  the  experience  of  twenty 
years  successful  operation,  have  a  fair  claim  on 
the  Ooveromeot  for  a  preference  in  favor  of  that 
which  is  already  in  operation. 

I  am  aware,  sir,  that  it  may  be  stated  ia  oppo- 
■ition  to  this  claim,  that  these  atockholdeis  have 
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-..■s  of  their  fellow-citizens  have  been  deprived, 
ticept  onauch  termsasthe  sellers  of  shares  chose 
to  pteteribe  ;  that  (be  charter  expires  by  its  own 


limitation,  and  that  beyond  this  period  they  have 

no  right  to  expect  anything  which  may  not  arise 
from  tbe  interest  and  convenience  of  the  Gor- 
ernment.  I  admit,  sir,  there  is  considerable 
strength  in  these  objections.  The  exclusive  right 
contained  in  the  charier  ever  appeared  to  me  as 
furnishiogthe  most  solid  Consiiiuiional  objection 
against  the  bank.     The  creation  of  monopolies; 


the  benefit  of  their  discoveries;  the  tying  up  of 
the  hands  of  the  Legislature,  and  depriving  itself 
of  the  power  of  according  to  a  set  of  citizens, 
who  may  come  into  legal  existence  to-morrow, 
or  ten  years  hence,  what  it  had  given  to  another ; 
,ever  appeared  lo  me  hostile  to  tbe  genius  and 
spirit  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  atid  of 
all  their  institutioaa.  Highly  then,  sir,  as  1  am 
induced  to  think  of  the  conduct  of  ihii  bank,  from 
the  beat  evidence  lean  obtain,  atill,  from  the  con- 
siderations  I  have  just  mentioned,  did  the  ques- 
tion now  before  us  simply  affect  the  stockhofders, 
I  should  cetiaioty  not  trouble  tbe  Senate  with  any 
remarks  in  reference  to  it,  and  should  sit  down 
in  entire  acquiescence,  whether  the  prayer  of 
their  petition  for  the  renewal  of  the  charier  of 
the  bank  were  granted  or  rejected. 

Sir,  before  quitting  this  idea  of  Constitutional 
objection,  permit  me  to  make  one  or  two  brief 
remarks  in  regard  to  it.  It  is  impossible  for  the 
ingenuity  of  man  to  devise  any  written  system 
of^Qovero.ment,  wh  icb,  af^er  a  lapse  of  time,  ex- 
tension of  empire,  or  change  of  circumstances, 
shall  be  able  to  carry  its  own  provisions  into  op- 
eration— hence,  sir,  ihe  indispensable  necessity 
of  implied  or  resulting  powers,  and  hence  the 
provision  in  the  Constitution  that  the  Govera- 
ment  should  exercise  snch  additional  powers  as 
irry  those  tha 

Sir,  if  ihia  country  goes  on 
increasing  and  extending,  in  Ihe  ratio  it  has  done, 
it  is  not  impossible  that  hereafter,  to  provide  for 
all  the  new  cases  that  may  riae  under  tbia  new 
state  of  things,  the  defined  powers  may  prove 
only  a  text,  and  the  implied  or  resulting  powers 
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Permit  me^  sir,  to  put  one  question 
head,  in  addition  to  those  so  ably,  and  to  my  view, 
unanswerably  put  yesterday  ^'  the  honorable 
eenlleman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  CRAWPoBn.) 
Whence,  sir,  do  you  get  the  right,  whence  do 
you  derive  the  powers  to  erect  custom-houses  in 
the  maritime  districts  of  the  United  Slates  7  To 
attach  to  them  ten,  fifteen,  or  twenty  custom- 
house officers ;  and  clothe  these  men  with  author- 
ity to  invade  tbe  domicile,  to  break  into  the 
dwelling-house  of  perhaps  an  innocent  citizen? 
Whence  do  yon  get  it,  str,  except  as  an  implied 
power  resulting  from  tbe  authority  giren  in  the 
Constitution  "to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties, 
imposts  and  excises."  If,  under  this  authority, 
you  can  erect  these  custom-bouses  and  create 
this  municipal,  fiscal,  inquisitorial  fen« '''^''ne- 
rie,  with  liberty  to  violate  the  rights  of  the  citi- 
zen, lo  break  into  his  castle  at  midnigbi,  without 
even  a  form  of  a  warrant,  on  a  plawiwe  appear- 
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maceof  piobBbility,  or  probable  cauie  of  satpi- 
cioD  of  biE  secreling  smuggled  goods,  which  ihe 
event  maf  prove  to  oe  UDfounded — and  it  will  be 
lecollecled  that  a  [najorit]r  of  Congress  voted  for 
the  grant  of  ibis  power  in  its  most  offensive  form, 
when  two  years  since  the/  voted  for  the  >cl  en- 
forcing the  embargo — I  &tj,  sir,  if  under  this 
general  power  :o  collect  duties,  you  can  erect  the 
esiablishmenl  and  give  the  offensive  power  just 
mentioned,  can  you  not,  with  the  coacurrenee 
even  of  the  ciiizens,  adopt  another  more  mild  and 
useful  mode,  and  create  an  establishment  for  the 
collection  and  safe-keeping  of  the  revenue,  and 
place  it  under  the  direction  of  ten  or  twelve  di- 
rectors, and  christen  it  an  office  of  discount  and 
deposile  or  of  collection  and  payment,  as  you  like 
best?  And  can  you  not,  when  you  have  thus 
created  it,  give  to  the  directors  a  power,  which 
perhaps  tliey  would  have  without  your  grant,  to 
-  leceiveand  keep  the  cash  of  those  who  choose  to 
place  it  with  theui  and  to  luan  them  money  a.1 
the  legal  rate  of  interest,  and  in  some  places,  as 
at  New  York,  at  nearly  fifteen  per  ceat.  above 
the  legal  rate  of  interestT  If  you  can  do  this, 
then  you  have  your  bank  estatlished,  sir — and, 
most  assuredly,  if  vou  can  do  one  of  these  ibingu 
you  can  do  the  other. 

Sir,  the  Constitutional  objection  to  this  bank, 
on  the  ground  that  Congress  had  not  the  power  to 
grant  an  act  of  incorporation,  has  ever  appeared 
to  me  the  most  unsound  and  untenable.    Still 

Gntlemeu  of  intelligence  and  of  integrity,  who 
ve  thought  long  and  deeply  on  the  subject, 
tbink  differently  from  me:  and  I  feel  bound  to 
respect  their  opinions,  however  opposed  ibey 
may  be  to  ray  own.  Yet,  sir,  I  will  venture  to 
predict,  without  feeling  any  anxiety  for  the  fate 
of  the  pro[>hecy,  that  should  this  bank  be  Buflt:red 
to  ran  down,  such  will  be  the  state  of  things  be- 
fore this  time  twelve  inonth<i,  that  there  are  other 
gentlemen,  who  at  present  have  Const! tutiooal 
objections,  but  who  have  not  thought  so  long 
and  deeply  upon  them,  will,  before  that  time,  re- 
ceive such  a  floodof  iatelIigeQce,Ks  on  this  head 
perfectly  to  dispel  their  doubi*,  and  quiet  their 
consciences. 

Sir,  I  shall  now  proceed  as  briefly  as  may  be 
in  my  power  to  stare  the  situation  of  this  bank 
on  the  expiration  of  its  charter,  and  the  effecta  on 
the  community  consei^uent  on  it.  There  is  now 
due  to  the  bank  from  individuals  fifteen  millions 
of  dollars.  These  fifteen  miUionsof  dollars  roust 
be  collected — the  power  of  the  bank  to  grant  dis- 
couota  will  have  ceared,  and  the  duty  of  Ihe  di- 
rectors must  require  them  to  make  the  collection. 
Sir,  how  is  this  to  be  done?  Whence  can  the 
money  be  obtained?  I  shall  demonstrate  to  you 
presently,  that  already,  from  an  apprehension  of 
k  non-renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  bank,  busi- 
ness is  nearly  at  a  stand — that  navigation,  real 
estate,  and  merchandise  ate  unsaleable  i  and  that 
a  man  worth  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  at  the 
recently  rated  value  of  property,  and  owing  ten 
thousand  dollars,  must  still  be  utterly  unable  (o 
meet  his  engagements.  Suppose,  air,  this  pro- 
perty consislo. lit  houses 01  shipping;  suppose  his 
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house  is  full  of  goods,  and  be  ha*  a  large 
placed  at  his  credit  in  England?  If,  sir, 
a  neither  sell  his  ships,  nor  bis  goods — if  he 
cannot  sell  his  real  estate  nor  scarcely  give  away 
his  exchange,  which  hitherto,  to  men  who  had 
money  in  England,  has  been  a  never  failing 
source  of  supply  in  case  of  need  ;  I  say  under 
these  circumstances,  sir,  whatever  may  be  his 
property,  he  cannot  meet  his  engagements.  8ir, 
can  men  thus  situated,  solvent  as  they  ought  to  be 
ten  times  over,  find  relief  from  the  Slate  banks  ? 
Certainly  not,  sir.    These  banks  have  already 

foae  to  the  extreme  length  of  their  ability  ;  they 
are  always  discounted  to  an  amouat  in  propor- 
tion to  their  capital  exceeding  that  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  which  is  incontrovertibly 
proved  by  the  dividends  they  have  Jeclarea, 
which  have  at  most  universally  equalled  ana 
,  exceeded  tho«e  of  the  Bank  of  the 
tates,  not  with  standing  the  advantage 
[joyed  by  the  latter  from  the  deposiie  of  public 
moneys.  Sir,  so  far  from  having  it  id  their 
power,  in  the  ease  of  the  dissolution  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  to  assist  the  debtors  to  that 
bank  in  meeting  their  engagements  to  it— I  af- 
firm the  fact,  on  which  I  have  myself  a  perfect 
reliance,  that,  take  the  State  banks  from  Boston  lo 
Washington,  and  aHer  paying  their  debts  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  they  have  not,  nor  do 
1  believe  they  have  had,  for  six  months  back, 
specie  enough  to  pay  the  debts  due  to  their  de- 
jwsiiors,  and  the  amount  of  their  bills  in  circula- 
tion. And  here  I  beg  it  to  be  observed,  that 
bank  bills,  and  bank  deposites,  or  credits,  ate 
precisely  tne  same  thing — with  this  difference, 
that  the  latter,  from  the  residence  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  banks,  and  the  visilance  of  the 
proprietors,  would  be  the  first  called  for.  How 
idle  is  it  then  to  expect  to  obtain  relief  from  banks 
which  have  already  extended  themselves  beyond 
the  bounds  of  prndence,  and  have  not  even  at 
present  the  ability  to  meet  their  existing  engage- 
ments? It  might  nearly  as  well  be  expected. 
that  a  man  who  was  already  a  bankrupt  should 
prop  and  support  his  failing  neighbor. 

Sir,  much  has  been  recently  said  of  the  amount 
of  specie  in  the  United  States.  Theoretical  men 
have  made  many  and  vague  conjecturea  about  it, 
for  ailer  all  it  must  rest  upon  conjeoluie;  some 
have  estimated  it  at  ten  millions  of  dollars — some 
twelve,  some  twenty,  and  some  newspaper  scrib- 
blers at  forty  millions  of  dollars.  Sir,  I  do  not  be* 
lieve  that  for  the  last  ten  years  the  United  Stales 
have  at  any  time  been  more  bare  of  specie  tliat  at 
the  present  moment.  A  few  years  since,  specie 
flowed  in  upon  us  in  abundance.  This  resulted 
priitcipally  from  an  operation  of  a  very  singulai 
and  peculiar  nature.  The  Spanish  Qovernment, 
as  it  was  then  understood, agreed  to  pay  to  France 
a  very  large  sum  of  money— many  millioas  of 
dollars,  the  precise  number!  am  unable  to  state, 
from  her  possessions  in  South  America.  France 
contracted  with  a  celebrated  English  banking 
house,  as  was  said  at  the  time,  with  either  the 
concurrence  or  connivance  of  the  E^flisbGorern- 
ment,  that  this  money  should  be  oblamed  through 
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the  UDJIed  Stales.  The5ebKDk«rs,br  ibeingeDt, 
coDtncIed  with  CFrtain  American  houaes,  prin- 
cipally 1  believe  in  Baltiiaor^for  theiinpariaiioD 
oiihis  specie  from  Lb  Vera  Cruz  into  the  United 
Slaics,  froRi  wtieacc  il  tvaa   not  transnjitlei 
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eedsof  which  ul 
lim'alelf  go  into  the  han^s  of  these  bankers  in 
London,  or  oftbeirfrieDds  oa  the  CoDtiueDt.from 
whom  it  was  finally  realized  bf  the  Ftencb  Qov- 
ernment,  either  by  drafts  from  Paris,  or  TEmiC- 
iBDCas  to  that  city.  This  operalion  had  a  trebly 
favorable  effect  on  the  United  States— it  made 
fottuDes  for  some  of  the  merchants,  it  furQiahed 
the  means  of  shipments  to  Europe,  and  it  also  pro- 
vided the  fundi  foradreatures  to  the  £^st  Indies 
and  to  China.  But  this  contract  has  now. been 
fibUhed  some  yearsj  and  since  that  time  there  has 
beea  a  constant  drain  of  specie  from  the  country. 
Where  it  is  in  future  to  be  procured  ftoin,  I 
know  not  Not  from  South  America.  Specie  I's, 
I  believe,  protected  from  ezporiation  there,  ex- 
cept to  Spain.  From  Spain  we  caDooCgetil— 
to  a  great  part  of  what  was  Spain  we  have  now 
scarcely  any  trade.  From  France  il  canaot  be 
obtaitied,  for  if  we  can  set  there  even  by  license, 
we  are  obliged  la  bring  back  ber  produce  or  man- 
ufactures. From  England  it  cannot  be  ioiport- 
ed — it  is  now  made  highly  penal  to  aitemjit  to 
seed  it  out  of  the  kingdom.  With  South  America 
we  have  bnt  little  trade — hitherto  we  f^iFDisbed 
them  with  smuggled  or  licensed  Europe^  and 
India  goods ;  but  now  the  markets  are  ^flooded 
with  these  goods,  by  importations  direct  from 
England,  and  which  have  been  attended  with 
gr«ai  loss  to  ibe  shippers.  For  these  reasons,  it 
IS  difficult  lo  find  a  vessel  saiHng  from  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  to  the  Spanish  ports  m  South  Amer- 
ica. These  are  among  [he  reaions  why  the 
amount  of  specie  now  in  the  country  Is  small, 
and  has  for  some  time  past  been  gradually  les- 
Benin|r.  Sir,  without  indulging  in  vague  eon- 
jeclorei,  what  are  the  best  data  we  have  to  form 
an  estimate  of  the  amount  of  specie  ir^  the  coun- 
try? The  Bank  of  tbe  United  States  has  fire  mil- 
lions of  dollars  in  its  vaults.  In  Boston  there  are 
three  Slate  banks— in  New  York  I  believe  four, 
Philadelphia  four,  and    Baltimore  eight— call 


these  niaeteen  twenty,  and  allow 
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which  probably  is  as  much  at  ihev  generally 
Mssea.  and  this  wilt  make  three  loillionB  of  dol- 
lars; tois  amount,  united  lo  the  sum  in  the  vaults 
ofihe  Bank  of  the  United  States,gives  eight  mil- 
lions of  dollars — to  which,  if  you  allow  two  mil- 
lions of  dollars  for  a  loose  circulation  of  specie, 
yon  get  an  aggregate  of  ten  miilioni  of  dollars. 
We  are  sometimes  told  of  the  large  sums  of  mo 
ner  hoarded  in  our  country  by  individuals — pro- 
bably there  may  be  some  among  ihe  Qerman 
farmer*  in  Fenasylvauia — perhaps  more  in  that 
Stale  than  in  any  other,  or  all  the  others  ii 
Union  ;  but  stilt  of  no  great  amount— Ihe  repu- 
tation of  a  lillle  money  possessed  in  this  way 
easily  swells  into  a  large  sum.  At  any  rate,  let 
the  amount  bo  what  it  may,  in  time  of  disttesa 
llttlGoil.  SdSsss.— 6 


and  mistrust,  il  would  afford  no  addition  to  your 
circulating  medium  ;  for  it  is  precisely  in  times 
like  these,  that  men  who  hoard  money  will  lock 
il  up  most  securely. 

Sir,  the  circulation  of  our  country  is  at  present 
emphatically  a  paper  circulation-very  little  spe- 
cie passes  in  exchange  between  inilividuals — it 
is  a  circulation  bottomed  oB  bank  paper  anri  bank 
credits,  amouatiog  perhaps  to  fifiy  millions  of 
dollars.  And  on  what,  sir,  does  this  circulation 
restl  It  rests  upon  the  tea  millions  of  dollars, 
if  that  be  the  amount  of  specie  in  the  country, 
and  upon  public  confidence. 

Tbe  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  has  theen  mil- 
lions of  dollars  locolleci — callit  ten,  sir— nobodjr 
will  dispute  this — no  one  will  pretend  that  this 
bank  is  not  solvent- the  remnant  of  itssurpiu* 
dividends,  and  the  interest  it  will  have  earned, 
will  be  sufficient  to  cover  its  lasses  at  New  Or- 
leans, at  WashingiOD,  and  perhaps  elsewhere. 
In  wLat  are  these  ten  millions  of  dollars  to  be 
collected  1  In  bank  bills,  the  credit  of  which  is 
at  least  doubtful  7  No,  sir,  in  specie  ;  and  when 
this  is  entirely  witbdraivn  from  the  Slate  banks, 
and  the  banks  are  unable  (o  pay  the  money  for 
their  bills,  who  does  not  see  Idat  this  confidence 
is  instantly  destroyed— that  the  bubble  bursls— 
that  floods  of  paper  hills  will  be  poured  in  upon 
them,  which  they  will  he  unable  to  meet,  and 
wbicn  will  for  a  lime  he  ai  worthless  as  oak 
leaves— ihal  the  banks  themselves  must,  at  least 
lemjwrarlly,  become  bankrupts,  and  ihat  a  pros- 
tration  of  credit,  and  all  those  habits  of  punclu- 
alily  which,  for  twenty  years,  we  have  been 
striving  so  successfully  to  establish,  will  inevi- 
tably ensue,  and,  with  them,  al^o,  there  must  be 
suspended  toe  commerce,  the  industry  and  man- 
ufactures of  tbe  country ;  and  a  scene  of  embai- 
rassmeni  and  derangement  be  produced,  which 
has  l>een  uaeiampled  in  our  history. 

I  will  Dnw  make  a  very  few  remarks  on  the 
effects  which  the  dissolution  of  the  bank  win  ha vs 
on  the  revenue  and  Qscal  concerns  of  tbe  conn* 
try-  Can  ii  be  supposed,  sir,  thai  the  source  lo 
which  will  be  imputed  ihe  distress  that  will  have 
flawed  from  this  event,  will  be  the  first  lo  be 
thought  of  to  be  guarded  against  a  participation 
of  the  evils  ihat  will  result  from  it,  in  preference 
to  Ihe  claims  of  the  most  intimate  friends  and 
connexionsl  No, sir,  the  bonds  due  to  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  will  be  collected  only  al  the  tail  of  an 
execution.  But  I  mean  not  to  press  this  consid- 
eration. Admit,  for  a  moment,  that  thev  will  all  - 
be  equally  well  collected— that  they  will  be  paid 
as  usual,  allhough  it  is  palpable  that  for  a  con- 
siderable time  the  mercoanis  will  be  unaUe  lo 
find  the  means  to  pay  them ;  Yet,  admit,  sir,  that 
the  money  is  collected  in  the  Slate  banks,  bow 
is  it  to  be  (ransmiiied  1  It  must  come  to  the  cen- 
tre of  the  seat  of  Government ;  very  tittle  of  the 
public  money  is  expended  in  the  Northern  sectioa 
of  the  Union.  Will  il  come  from  the  Eastward, 
in  bills  of  the  State  banks?  Penobscot  hank  bills 
sometimes  will  not  pass  in  Boston  ;  Boston  bills 
pass  with  difficulty  in  New  York  or  Philadelphia  ; 
and  the  bill*  of  New  Yoik  Slate  hanks  probably 
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would  Dot  be  readilr  carreoi  in  Washington, 
You  mnst  tben,  sir,  if  Boston  gives  you  a  rerenue 
of  two  millions  of  dollars,  iniDsmit  the  gi?Bler 
part  of  it  to  ibe  seat  of  GoTeroment,  or  wher 
It  may  be  waoled  in  specie.  Cao  thii;  be  d( 
We  hare  not  two  millions  of  dollars  of  spec 
our  town,  and,  I  ma;  almoat  venture  tosBy,D 
had.  Suppose  you  make  tbis  traDsmisBJon  a 
cao  you  do  it  a  second  lime  1  No,  sii,  the  tbing 
Is  nlierly  impracticable.  Toii  must  adopt  some 
other  mode.  Eichange  between  the  aiSereot 
cities  will  not  reach  the  case  ;  freqaently  it  can- 
not be  purchased  even  for  an  insignificant  amount. 

Sir,  will  your  money,  when  collected,  be  safe 
in  tbe  State  banks'!  Of  this  I  am  extremely 
doubtfuL  SoliciUiiions  will  undoubtedly  be  made 
for  it  from  all  quarters.  They  hsTc  already  been 
made.  In  one  instance,  I  am  told,  sir,  the  agent 
of  a  bank,  even  during  the  few  past  weeks,  has 
been  here  forlbe  purpose-^hat suddenly  the  uent 
was  gone,  and  in  a  few  days  it  was  discorered  that, 
owing  to  tbe  failure  of  one  of  the  debtors  to  tbe 
bank  which  he  represented,  (a  great  broker,)  the 
■lock  fand  fslleu  in  one  day  near  20  per  cent. 
What  was  this  the  evidence  of,  bnt  that  those 
who  were  most  inlemted  in  this  bank,  the  stock- 
holders who  wereon  the  spot,  and  best  acquainted 
with  its  solidity,  were  willing  to  wash  their  bauds 
of  their  concern  in  il,  at  almost  any  rate  of  sac- 
rifice? Sir,  I  only  slate  this,  as  it  was  here  re- 
ported. I  have  no  personal  knowledge  on  the 
subject.  But  will  you  trust  your  funds  with  an 
institution  thus  precarious,  and  whose  solidity  is 
distrusted  even  by  iis  best  friends  1 

By  an  account  of  tbe  receipts  and  expenditures 
for  the  year  ISIO,  laid  on  our  tables,  I  And  there  has 
been  passed  to  the  credit  of  the  Untied  8  tates^90 
tecfi^ed  from  the  Lincoln  and  Kennebec  Bank, 
in  Massachusetts,  as  an  iuierest  on  tbe  public 
money  white  deposited  at  thai  bank.  The  his- 
tory of  this  credit  of  interest,  is,  I  presume,  the 
fbirowiDg:  The  mone^  was  deposited  at  the  bank 
for  account  of  the  United  States;  the  bank  used 
the  money  for  its  own  accommodation,  and 
when  called  on  for  the  amount,  could  nut  refnnd 
it.  This  allowance  of  interest  is  therefore  for 
the  time  dnrins  which  the  bank  could  not  pay 
the  money.  The  amoant  in  ibis  instance  is  small, 
air,  and  the  United  Stales  have  received  a  com- 

Eensalion  for  the  use  of  the  money.  Il  proves, 
owever.  what  has  been  done,  and  will  be  done 
again.  Suppose  it  should  be  done  on  a  large  scale, 
and  when  ibe  Government  wants  its  Aiads,  it 
cannoi  command  tbem — interest  on  the  amount 
will  not  pav  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  the  na- 
tion— it  will  not  feed  your  armies,  nor  support 
your  navy— it  most  derange  the  whole  system  of 
the  Gorernraent,  and  perhaps  bring  it  to  a  stand 
■till.  I  have  no  besitaiion,  sir,  in  declaring,  that 
in  my  opinion  if  tbe  collection  and  transmission 
of  the  public  moneys  be  iulrusted  exclusively  to 
the  Slate  banks,  that  ac  least  great  trouble,  per- 
plexity, and  occasional  defalcation,  will  ensue. 
_  I  shall  now  present,  sir,  to  the  Senate,  the  tes- 
timony which  was  offered  to  the  committee  by 
the  two  delegatioiu  from  Philadelphia,  the  one 


selected  from  the  master  manufacturers  and  me- 
chanics, and  ibe  other  from  the  merchant*  of  that 
city.  It  will  go  coDclusivelv  to  show  the  effects 
which  it  is  apprehended  will  issue  from  the  ces- 
sation of  the  Baok  of  the  United  States  in  a  city, 
the  first  perhaps  In  papulation  and  wealth  in  the 
Union,  and  ihe  one  least  engaged  of  any  of  the 
great  seaports,  in  proportion  to  its  wealth,  in  foi^ 


The  agents  from  the  manufacturers  and  me- 
chanics told  their  ilory  in  a  plain,  straightforward 
manner,  each  one  narrating  facts  which  affected 
himself,  and  came  within  the  scope  of  his  per- 
sonal obMTvatlons.  The  representatives  of  the 
merchants  took  a  wider  scope,  and  entered  into 
general  misoniogs 'which  would  present  them- 
selves geuerally  to  the  minds  of  others,  and  to 
the  members  at  the  Senate;  this  explanation  is 
here  made  to  account  for  the  cause  why  the  for- 
mer testimony,  which  was  very  impressively  gir- 
eu  to  the  committee,  will  be  stated  in  detail,  and 
the  latter  be  presented  io  a  much  more  compre«sed 
and  concise  form. 

Mr.  Leiper,  a  respectable,  wealthy,  and  exten- 
sive tolihcconist,  and  a  proprietor  also  of  some 
stone  quarries,  which  furnisti  considerable  build- 
ing stone  to  the  masons  in  Philadelphia,  informed 
the  committee,  that  he  had  been  long  and  exten- 
sively engaged  in  a  (uImcco  manulactory.  He 
employs,  upwards  of  a  hundred  workmen,  and 
the  expanses  of  bis  business  amount  to  about  one 
hundrTd  and  sittv  dollars  a  day  ;  he  believes  that 
the  dissolution  of  the  Bank  of^the  United  States 
would  produce  a  scene  of  distress  ia  the  seaports 
unprecedented  in  our  country ;  that  il  would  stop 
one-half  of  the  master  manufacturers  and  me- 
chanip^'af  the  city;  that  already  confidence  was 
nearly  destroyed ;  Ihe  debts  due  Co  maoufaciurers 
and  mechanics  were  on  open  accounts,  on  which 
it  was  impossible  to  make  collections  to  any 
■  mount  of  consequence;  that  the  manofacturers 
and  mechanics  must,  unless  the  stale  of  things 
be  altered,  in  a  great  measure  stop  their  business 
and  dismiss  their  workmen,  and  very  many  of 
them  sacrifice  their  property,  or  lose  their  repuia* 
tion  and.^top  payment.  Money,  he  said,  could 
not  be  commanded  a  short  time  since,  hawevei 
good  the  security  offered ;  he  generally  met  his 
engazements  easily ;  he  had  however  shortly  be- 
fore leaving  home  occasion  to  remit  to  his  cor- 
respondent at  Richmond,  where  he  was  in  the 
habit  of  baring  considerable  quantities  of  tobacco 

Eurchased,  fourteen  hundred  dollars;  he  had  on 
and,  towards  this  sum,  eight  hundred  dollars,  and 
found  considerable  diSicutty  ia  procuring  the  re- 
mainder; it  bad  however  been  done  since  he  left 
home,  and  remitted,  with  directions,  however,  te 
the  agent  to  make  no  more  purchases,  nor  to  enter 
into  aiiy  new  contracts  for  bis  account. 

Mr.  Leiper  further  stated,  that  the  pressure  for 
money  which  recently  existed  in  Philadelphia, 
bos,  for  the  moment,  been  relieved,  although 
scarcely  any  sales  or  purchases  are  making,  ex- 
cept at  greatly  reduced  and  destructive  rates  to 
the  seller.  This  relief  bad  been  obtained  by  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  ajtreeiDg  to  coDtione 
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iu  roll  discouDts  to  the  4th  of  March  next ;  Aoi 
from  the  State  banks,  aalculaiiog  on  the  forbeai^ 
aaee  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uniteir  States,  baring 
liberallf  issued  new  paper.  The  Bank  of  Penn- 
sflrania,  of  which  Mr.  Leiper  has  been  for  mavv 
j«irt  a  director,  recently  lat  ont  in  one  week 
eigbty  thousand  dollar*  of  new  money;  but  if 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  is  not  eoDtiaiitd, 
this  momentarf  relief  woald  only  extend  the  evil, 
M  it  would  enlarge  the  liabiliiiei,  and  stiil  further 
increase  the  pressure  and  distress,  and  want  of 
money  which  must  then  arise. 

Abont  serenteen  years^  since,  Mr.  Ldp#r  felt 
hart  at  the  conduet  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  in  rejecting  his  paper;  ha  left  the  bank 
and  did  bis  business  elsewhere  ;  sioee  that  lime 
he  had  heard  no  complaints;  he  believed  the 
concerns  of  the  tvaak  had  been  eondncted  fairly 
and  liberally,  and  that  discounts  had  been  afford- 
ed to  democrau  as  well  as  to  federalists,  to  man' 
nfactnrers  and  mechanics  as  well  a*  the  mer- 
chants. 

Mr.  Leiper,  sir,  has  been  a  zealous  and  anwa- 
Tering  partisan  of  the  persons  now  in  pawer, 
■ince  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constiiation, 
and  his  testimony  will  not  probably  be  thoaght 
eniilled  to  less  weight  on  that  acconni. 

Mr.  Qrice^  a  res^table  master  sbipcarpenter, 
Id  large  businees,  informed  [be  committee  that 
there  are  now  building,  in  Philadelphia,  9145 
ions  of  shipping,  a  list  of  which  he  exhibited  to 
the  committee,  a  larger  amount  of  tonnage  than 
was  ever  befare  on  the  stocks  in  that  city,  and 
which,  when  finished,  would  cost  about  a  million 
of  dollars;  that  the  whole  of  this  shipping  had 
been  contracted  for,  except  abont  one  thousand 
tons ;  that  tbe  work  was  to  be  done  and  deliver- 
ed in  theconrseof  the  ensuing  Spring;  that  there 
wvK  employed  in  the  city,  in  oonnexioo  with 
this  business,  kbout  two  thousand  persons ;  that, 
owing  to  the  apprehensions  excited  by  the  ex- 
pected non-reaewsl  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of 
(he  United  States,  great  inconvenience  had  been 
already  experienced  by  all  classes  of  men  in  that 
city;  that  confidence  was  nearly  destroyed  ;  he 
tmld  Deitbo'  obtain  money  to  pay  his  workmen 
or  Id  carry  on'  his  business ;  that  l&e  former,  un- 
les)  a  change  look  place,  he  niDse  dismiss;  that 
inch  had  been  the  rapid  growth  of  the  naviga- 
lioQcf  the  Uoiled  States,  It  was  difficult  to  pro- 
care  good  ivorkmcn,  it  was  highly  important  to 
^p  them  in  the  coiiDtry,Bnd  would  be  extreme- 
\l  disBdvaDtageoas  to  have  them  drawn  out  of 
i>;  that  already,  owing  to  the  great  increase  of 
ihip-bnilding  in  Canada,  ageols  were  endeavoring 
loindaoeihem  to  leave  the  United  States  for 
that  country,  where  they  conld  earn  more  money 
tban  at  home.  That  if  the  bank  were  obliged  to 
■top,  the  master  ship-carpenters  could  neither 
iMrrow  money  nor  collect  their  debts,  and  must, 
cf  necessity,  dismiss  their  workmen,  in  which 
case  very  many  of  them  wonld  leave  the  United 
States,  and  probably  never  return.  That  be  did 
ut  believe  that  more  than  two  or  three  of  the 
penons  wbo  bad  contracted  for  vessels,  in  (he 
treat  of  the  diiaalalioa  of  the  bai^  votild  be 


able  to  fulfil  their  contracts  ;  that,  in  consequence, 
the  vessels  wonld  be  left  on  (he  hands  of  ib« 
builders,  who,  on  their  part,  would  be  unable  to 
meet  their  engagements;  and  that  the  vesaela 
must  finally  be  sold  for  (he  most  (hat  they  wonld 
fetch,  probably  at  half  their  value,  to  tbe  graat 
loss,  and  perhaps  ruin  of  the  builders.    . 

He  had  been  himself  largely  ia  business,  and 
had  dealt  for  many  years  with  the  Bank  of  tbe 
United  States;  he  bad  ever  been  treated  liberally 
and  kindly  by  it ;  he  viewed  himself  indebted  ia 
a  eonsiderable  degree  for  his  preaent  standing  ia 
society,  to  the  accommodations  he  had  received 
at  that  bank  ;  still,  in  the  coarse  of  his  busiaes^ 
he  occasionally  took  notes,  at  three,  lour,  or  six 
months,  which,  having  a  longer  time  to  tun  tbaa 
that  at  which  the  bank  discounted,  of  sixty  dayi^ 
he  found  i(  convenient  to  convert  into  money; 
this  hitherto  he  coald  always  readily  do,  by  earry^ 
ing  the  notes  to  a  wealthy  merchant  for  wbraa 
be  aometimei  did  business,  and  who  hitherto  had 
always  been  willing  lo  discount  them  for  him  at 
bank  interest ;  thai  being  cut  off  from  his  usual 
discounts  at  the  bank,  he  recently  endeavored  to 
avail  himself  of  this  resource,  but  found  it  wholly 
shut  against  him ;  thai  the  gentleman,  whose 
funds  had  hitherto  appeared  inexhaastihle,  would 
now  afford  no  relief  j  eonSdenee  was  destroyed; 
he  knew  not  who  was  safe ;  he  would  make  no 
new  discounts,  were  the  answers  he  obtained  ia- 
stead  of  money. 

Mr.  Qrice  stated,  that  thik  oul'of-door  discount- 
ing had  been  o[  great  sarvtce  to  tbe  manufaeta- 
rers  and  oiecbanics,  as  (hey  could  frequently  get 
money  from  it,  when  they  could  not  obtain  di^ 
counts  a(  the  banks ;  he  had  reason  to  belier* 
that  the  amount  of  money  thus  employed  in  the 
city,  at  the  leeal  and  advanced  rates  of  iuterci^ 
was  not  less  than  seven  millions  of  dollars ;  that 
this  resource  was  now  wholly  cut  tS;  (hey  wllo 
had  money  would  not  loan  it  at  any  rata,  and 
kept  it  on  nand,  either  to  secure  it,  or  to  derive  aa 
ezorbiiant  advantage  from  the  necessities  and 
sacrifices  of  others.  Mr.  Grtce  believed,  tbat^ 
with  very  few  exceptions,  all  classes  in  Philadel- 
pbia  were  in  favor  of  (he  reaewal  of  the  charter 
of  the  bank  ;  wiihoot  it,  he  believed  great  ntunr- 
bers  of  persons  wonld  be  rendered  bankrupt^ 
and  general  distress,  At  least  among  themannfae- 
turers  and  traders,  would  ensue. 

Mr,  Vogdes,  a  master  hoose-carpenter,  in  ex- 
tenaive  business,  informed  tbe  cummittee  there 
were  at  (his  time  bntldiDg  about  fire  hundred 
brick  houses  in  Philadelphia,  two-thirds  of  which 
belonged  to  the  mechanics  of  the  city,  who  are 
ia  tbe  habit  of  purchasing  lots  of  land  on-  credit, 
and  who,  with  [heir  nwn  capitals,  which  in  many 
instBDces  are  small,  and  by  borrowing  of  tbe 
banks  or  of  individuals,  and  buying  maieriala  on 
credit,  are  enabled  to  erect  buildings,  on  the  sale 
of  which  they  depend  for  the  means  of  mocting 
their  engagements ;  that  he  himself  at  present 
owns  buildjngs  of  this  description,  on  the  sale  of 
which  he  had  calculated,  to  the  amaan(  of  ana 
bandied  and  (birty  thousand  dollar*.  Heemptoya 
one  hnndnd  werkiiiee< 
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Mr.  Vogdca  Mated  Ibat  he  had  been  in  the  habit 
^  leceJTJDg  a  moderate  accomntodatioD  at  the 
bank;  he  had  erer  been  well  treatedbf  the  bank; 
the  direciora  bad  recently  reduced  hit  notes,  but 
not  in  10  great  a  degree  as  the  Slate  baoks  hid 
dwie:  ibai  the  expected  teriniaatioa  of  ibe char- 
ter of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  had  greatir 
iaeammodtd  hiiD,  and  others  probably  more;  il 
fcad  nearly  suspended  all  bosiaeMamoDg  the  inan- 
afaeturers  and  iDecbanics;  it  bad  ttopped  all 
aalea  of  real  estate,  which  he  does  n'ot  believe 
conU  now  be  effected  at  so  hirh  a  rate  within 
Aiity  per  cent,  as  the saleacoald  have  beea  made 
aiaometimeiiiice;  he  had  himself  encaged  to 
aell  two  housci,  one  for  ten  thomaad  dollars,  the 
eontnetors  for  which  bad  fallen  from  their  eo- 

Egeaienta,  under  one  imall  pretence  or  another, 
t  really,  ai  he  believes,  from  the  change  of 
timea,  and  the  difficulty  there  existed  in  procar- 
imf  moner  to  meet  the  engagements  even  of  the 
aost  wealthy  persons ;  be  himself  had  e  note  of 
one  of  the  most  respectable  and  nndoobted  men 
in  the  city ;  he  offered  it  at  three  banks,  but  could 
not  obtain  a  discount  on  it,  and  was  eoally  obljg- 
«d,  in  order  to  meet  bis  engagements  and  pay  hi» 
workmen,  to  sell  it  at  one-and-a-half  per  cent,  per 
nimth  discount;  he  knew  ■  broker  who  had 
Boiea  to  the  amount  of  half  a  million  of  dollars 
lying  by  bim  for  sale,  which  were  considered 
(000,  but  which  he  could  not  discount  at  any 
rate;  he  had  a  mortgage  which  be  was  con- 
Knioed  to  sell  at  eighteen  per  cent,  for  twelve 
nonthi;  and  his  son,  to  pay  his  workmen,  was 
obli(ed  to  have  his  note  discounted  on  the  best 
tetmaat  which  il  could  be  done,  which  were  at 
twD  per  cent  per  month. 

Mr.  Vogdes  is  concerned  in  some  rolling  and 
^Uing  mills,  which  work  about  Qve  hundred 
too*  of  iron  annually.  The  proprietors  have 
tfow  on  hand  about  one  hnndred  tons  of  manu- 
bemred  iron  ;  commonly  it  is  very  nieabte— at 
iweeent,  owin^  to  the  causes  that  have  been  men- 
tioned there  is  no  demand  for  il.    It  is  nsua]  for 


a  to  lay  in  their  stocks  when 
the  importaiioDs  are  largest,  generally  late  in  the 
Autumn  ;  this,  several  of  them  have  done.  The 
•rice  is  UKoaily  from  $108  lo  (ISO  per  ton— it 
Ws,  however,  fallen,  from  the  presunre  of  the 
timc^  to  eighiy-flve  dollars  per  Ion.  This  differ- 
ence the  manufaeinrers  mustKuffer,  which,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  want  of  sale  for  their  maaufactures, 
nnit  the  other  disadvantages  nnder  which  tbey 
hilar,  if  relief  be  not  speedily  obuined,  must  ruin 
Host  of  those  who  have  not  large  capitals  to  en- 
able them  lo  sustain  the  shock. 

He  does  not  believe  that  political  considera- 
tiou  eater  at  all  into  the  direction  of  this  bank. 
He  has  no  knowledge  of  a  well-founded  com- 
pbuBt  of  any  mechanic,  democrat  or  federalist, 
aol  fcceiving  a  discount  if  entitled  lo  it  and  the 
cireumstancet  of  the  bank  wonldadmit'of  it.  He 
■tnted  that  this  was  no  party  question  ;  that,  with 
n  very  few  excepitons,  all  classes  in  Philadelphia 
nee  in  favor  of  tne  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the 
hank.  He  is  anihorized  to  say,  that  the  person 
who  now  has,  and  for  the  last  twelve  moDus  baa 


had,  the  largest  accommodation  at  the  bank,  ii 
one  of  the  best  known  and  most  leading  demo- 
crats in  the  city.  If  the  charter  be  not  renewed, 
il  is  his  opinion,  the  most  serious  and  general  dis- 
tress will  be  the  consequence. 

Mr.  Ord,  a  respectable  rope  maavfactorer, 
staled  to  the  comniiitee  that  he  worked  np  annu- 
ally in  his  manufaetorv  about  one  hnndred  toai 
of  hemp;  ihat  he  seldom  wanted  disconois— 
when  he  did,  he  obtained  them  with  facility  fioia 
iheBank  of  the  United  Stales,  where  he  had  been 
always  well  treated,  and  the  business  of  which, 
he  believed,  had  been  conducted  fairly  and  libe- 
rally, witfaoot  reference  to  any  party  or  poliiicsl 
views  whatever.  He  bad  hitherto  been  able  to 
carry  on  his  business  with  ease.  He  had  large 
debts  out,  butnow  ail  confidence  was  destroyed; 
he  could  collect  nothing — nor  could  he,  wilbooi 
receiving  his  debts  or  borrowing  money  to  meri 
bis  engagements ;  and,  if  times  did  not  change,  be 
must  atop  his  busineea  and  dismiss  his  workmen, 
as  must  most  of  the  other  manufacturers  of  cord- 
age in  the  city  ;  that,  at  preaeDi,  all  business  was 
at  a  stand — no  sales  could  be  effected.  Hemp, 
which,  shortly  since,  was  at  $350  per  ton,  had 
fallen  to  $250,  without  finding  a  market.  He  had 
recently  bought  some  at  8200  per  too,  which  had 
sustained  so  small  a  degree  of  damage  as  to  make 
it  acarcely  worth  naming.  Kentucky  yarns  were 
alio  unsaleable,  alihough  there  were  never  so 
many  ships  on  the  stocks  in  Philadelphia,  and 
the  cordage  for  which  must  be  principally  man* 
ufaclured  from  these  yarns,  which,  but  for  the 
present  state  of  thin^  would  hare  risen  rather 
:han  declined  in  price,  as  the  vessels  building 


would  have  been  rigged  in  the  ensuing  Spring: 
that  the  cordage  for  them  would  have  been  want- 
ed neatly  at  the  same  lime,  and  could  be  made 


much  sooner  from  yarns  than  from  hemp,  which 
would  have  given  them  the  preference. 

Mr.  Ord  fully  concurs  with  the  other  gentle- 
men ia  the  diiitress  which  would  be  produced  in 
consequence  of  a  dissolution  of  the  cnarter  of  the 
bank. 

Mr.  Peering,  an  intelligent  and  respectable  car- 
rier of  leather,  informed  the  committee  that  be 
was  in  the  faabii  of  purchasing  domestic  and  for- 
eign bides  to  a  large  amount,  which, after  manu- 
facturing, he  sold  to  his  customers  in  the  interior, 
and  to  (he  boot  and  shoemakers  in  the  city,  gen- 
erally on  a  credit  of  six  month) — which,  how- 
ever, frequently  extended  to  twelve  months  be- 
fore he  received  his  money;  he  also  ships  con- 
siderable quautiiiea  of  leatber  to  other  parts  of 
the  United  States.  There  are  about  forty  curriers 
in  Pbrladelphia,  and  from  two  to  three  thousand 
persons,  iociading  those  who  work  the  leather, 
are  dependent  on  this  manufactory  in  the  city ;  a 
considerable  number  of  whom,  he  believes,  (un- 
less some  relief  is  obtained)  from  the  present 
scarcity  of  money,  will  begreailydistresaed,and 
be  dismissed  from  employment.    He  has  kept  iris 


account  principally  with  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Slaiea;  has  afways  been  well  treated,  and  has 
derived  a  great  facility  in  his  business,  both  lo 


the  North  and  South,  by  the  bank  collecting'  hi* 


IV  Google 


1«9 


BISTORT  OF  00N0BB8S. 


IN 


Fbuout,  1811. 


Bank  oftiu  VnOtd  Staiea. 


d«btt  for  him,  and  fuaitg  tbe  aautoot  to  bi* 
cfedii  in  Philadelphia,  fr^  of  commiMion  and 
therjtk  of  remiiting  monef.  Tbis,  he  believes, 
ii  ^Dcrollf  doae  by  the  bank  foT  the  merchaot*, 
ii»Dafacturers,aDd  mechanics,  who  m*f  reqneii 
il,  and  cannot  be  done  hj  the  State  banks,  because 
tbejr  ha*e  not  biaoche*  in  the  diSerent  seapotU 
or  the  Uoited  States,  even  if  ihey  bad  tbe  dispo* 
iJtioD  to  do  it.  He  baa  hitherto  been  able  to 
connDaod,  with  ease,  ai  large  an  amotint  of  mo- 
nef  aa  bis  bosinesa  required ;  at  preieni,  he  ceo- 
Dot  eotleet  his  debts,  nor  sell  his  tloek,  nor  gel 
diicouDta  at  the  banks.  Having  failed  to  do  it 
at  the  Bank  of  the  Uoiied  Stares  he  applied  to  a 
Slate  bank,  where  he  had  made  some  deposites, 
but  wilbogt  fiucceM. 

Mr.  Peering  stales  that  confidence  it  beginning 
to  be  impairM  area  in  bank  paper.  He  sborilr 
since  bought  some  bides  of  an  opulent  farmer, 
with  whom  he  bad  dealt  before,  and  who  had 
always,  without  objection,  receired  his  pnymenl 
in  checks  or  bank  bills;  in  the  recent  sale,  he, 
howerer,  declined  at  first  to  receive  ihem — after 
some  persuasion  he  did  take  them,  but  immedi- 
.  ately  went  to  tbe  bank  and  demanded  the  money 
and  took  it  home  with  him.  Very  many  uf  the 
inanufactiiiersand  mechanics  have  aDconola  apeo 
with  tbe  Bank  of  the  United  States.  He  Itaa 
fonnd  discounts  more  readilv  obtained  there  than 
at  the  Slate  bank.  When  be  left  Philadelphia, 
be  bad  no  personal  knowledge  of  any  one  direct- 
or of  the  banks.  He  has  heard  no  complaints  for 
many  years  of  the  coodtietof  the  bank,  theaflairs 
of  wbich  he  believes  to  be  liberally  and  honora- 
bly eondaeted.    He  believes  the  only  considera- 


tion with  them  ia  disconnling,  i*,  whether  the 
paper  which  is  offered  be  good  or  bad,  without 
refereoce  to  political  principles  or  coitduct  of  the 


party  offering  it- 
Mr.  FiBrio  g  asserts  that,  in  Philadelphia,  this 
it  DO  party  iioeatioo ;  nearly  all  clataea  wish  for 
a  coBtmnanc  «  of  the  bank.  He  does  not  believe 
thtie  are  a  liundred  master  manuiaciurers  and 
wofknien  in  ihe  city,  who  would  not  readily  have 
sieoed  the  m.emorial  had  there  been  lime  for  it. 
Tbe  sDbsctiption  was  very  hastily  filled  up ;  for, 
sithoagh  it  contains  the  names  of  between  five 
and  six  hundred  master  manufacturers  and  me- 
cbinics,  and  not  one  name  of  any  other  descrip- 
tion, it  would  have  included  a  large  number  of 
others.  He  carried  round  one  of  the  memorials, 
and  met  with  scarcely  any  one  who  refused  to 
tign  it.  He  does  not  believe  one  out  of  a  hundred 
wanld  object  to  it — it  was  not  true  that  it  was  a 
party  qnestion — be  was  a  democrat — the  whole 
delegation  were  democrats;  some  of  them  were 
froni  the  very  focus  of  democracy,  the  Northern 
Liberties ;  end  yet  they  were  aniions  tbe  charter 
of  tbe  bank  ahootd  be  renewed  ;  indeed,  if  it  were 
not,  or  some  other  relief  obtained,  a  great  many  of 
the  mecbaaici  and  manufacturais  must  stop  tbeir 
bosiness,  dismiss  tbeir  workmen,  and  some  of 
them  be  ruined,  as  they  could  now  neither  by 
loans  nor  by  collections  get  money  enongh  to 
meet  their  engagements  and  pay  their  expenses. 
The  journeymen  and  laborers  nave  not  yet  felt 


the  pressare.  becitise  they  have  been  kept  in  oa- 
ploy.  from  the  hope  that  baiioess  and  confideBO* 
wooid  be  reoeved,  and  money  again  become  aa 
plenty  as  it  had  been.  Should  this  not  be  tlw 
case,  tbe  clamor  and  distress  will  then  be  heard 
and  felt  more  universally  and  extensively. 

This,  sir,  was  the  narration  which  was  moat 
impressively  delivered  to  the  committee,  in  the 
sentimeois  of  the  delegation  there  was  no  vari- 
ance ;  all  tbe  members  of  it  suied  the  aoxictv 
and  wish  for  the  renewal  of  the  charter,  wbieb 
pervaded  neatly  all  ranks,  in  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia. They  united  in  the  opinion  that  partf 
considerations  did  not  miogle  with  the  quesifoat 
that  if  tbe  bank  were  permitted  to  run  down, 
they  should  individually  be  great  sufferers;  that 
a  scene  of  embarrassment  anddistress  would  over- 
whelm great  numbers  of  tbe  citizens]  that  ibm 
State  banks  could  afford  no  relief  haviog  alreadr 
extended  tbeir  discounts  to  the  utmost  limits  <^ 
prudence,  calculating  on  the  renewal  of  tbe  char- 
ter, or  the  forbearance  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Stales  ;  if  this  were'  not  obtained,  the  misebieGi 
they  have  described  must  be  experienced,  and 
the  manufacturers  and  mechanics  would  fall  tha 
first  sacrifices— for  the  merchants  were  ia  the 
habit,  either  by  auction  or  otherwise,  of  seliiof 
tbeir  property  for  endorsed  paper  or  collateral  ■»• 
curity.  while  the  manufacturers  and  mechanica 
were  left  exposed  on  a  single  name,  a*  it  never 
was  tbsir  usage  to  demand  security,  nor  cobU 
they  do  it ;  were  they  to  attempt  it,  they  would 
give  offence  to  their  employers,  and  lose  not  onljr 
their  present  but  all  future  business  from  themj 
and,  of  consequence,  severely  as  the  mercbanla 
would  suffer  by  this  unexampled  stopping  of  bo- 
siness, the  manufacturers  and  mechanics  would 
feel  it  still  more  seriously,  and  numbers  of  them, 
undoubtedly  be  ruined. 

A  deleeatioo  from  the  merchants  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  composed  of  very  respectable  men, 
end  equally  divided  as  t^rds  an  attachment  to 
tbe  two  great  political  divisions  in  our  counlrf, 
were  heard  before  tbe  committee.  They  confirm- 
ed the  represeniations  that  had  been  made  as  to 
the  conduct  of  the  bank— the  absence  of  partf 
influence  from  its  management — the  iotereat 
which  was  excited  for  its  continuance — thesiao' 
nation  of  business,  and  the  prostration  of  credi^ 
and  all  habits  of  punctuality,  which  theybelier- 
ed  would  eosae  from  its  dissolution.  They  also 
slated  the  serious  loss  it  would  occasion  to  the 
Oovernment  from  the  inability  of  tbe  imporieie 
to  pay  their  bondi,  and  their  disbelief  in  ihe  abil- 
ity of  tbe  Stale  banks  to  afford  any  permanent 
relief.  These  gentlemen  gave  it  aa  their  opinion 
that  the  more  liberal  these  banks  were  now,  the 
worse  would  be  their  situation  when  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  ceased  its  discounts;  thai  if 
the  affairs  of  that  bank  were  speedily  wound  np, 
tbe  State  banks  could  not  meet  their  engage- 
ments and  pay  for  the  notes  they  bad  in  circiSn- 
tion,  and  that  they  mast  of  course  stop  paymeat 
as  well  as  the  merchauia ;  that  in  sneo  a  stale  of 
things,  the  depositors  would  withdraw  their  de- 
posiiea  iasUtDuy,  and  tbe  bank  notes  which  wan 
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in  circulation  woald  immedratel^  reinra  upon 
the  banks,  wheo  thry  woald  be  onable  to  pay 
them ;  ibat,  already,  a  considerable  degree  of  sus- 
picion was  begiDDJDg  lo  prevail  of  the  secariiy 
of  bank  paper;  that  there  had  been  receotly 
brought  to  the  Bank  of  North  America  uoles 
which  had  been  issued  twenty  years  before,  and 
were  supposed  lo  harebeen  Iost,but  which  distrust 
had  again  brotight  lo  light.  That  neither  naviga- 
tion nor  meTchandise,  nor  exchange,  however  an- 
ezceplLonable,  could  now  be  disposed  of  eicept 
It  great  sacrifices;  that  flour  had  fallen  in  price 
from  eleven  to  seven  and  three-quarters  ofa  doU 
l«t,  or  eight  dollars  a  banel;  that  the  boose  to 
which  on*  of  the  gentlemen  belonged,  one  of  the 
first  in  point  of  standing  in  tha  United  States, 
bad  recently  received  orders  for  the  shipment  of 
thirty  thousand  barreln  of  flour,  which,  from  the 
nncertainiy  of  finding  fands,  or  procuring  pur- 
cbasers  for  bills  of  excbauge,  as  heretofore,  lucra- 
tive as  was  the  commission,  they  bad  declined  to 
execute.  That  it  Was  the  belief  of  these  gentle- 
tnen  that  the  drssolation  of  the  bank  and  t^e  col- 
lection of  its  capital  at  so  unfortunate  a  period  as 
the  present,  whs n  so  mnch  property  was  other- 
wise absorbed  and  sequestered  abroad,  would  be 
mttended  with  extremely  injurious  consequences 
to  the  comtnercial,  agricnltural,  and  maQulactuT' 
ing  interests,  and  to  the  revenue  and  prosperity  of 
the  country. 

Sir,  I  shall  neither  treitpass  further  upoti  your 
time,  nor  weaken  thi;  testimony  by  any  com- 
ments of  mine.  I  have  now  only  to  ask  the  in- 
dulgence of  tbe  Senate  while  T  trouble  them  with 
«  few  additiooal  observations,  and  those  chiefly 
oft  personal  nature.  Most  certainly,  sir,  I  am 
not  acline  under  the  bias  of  an?  sioisier'influence, 
or  partiality,  in  advocating  the  renewal  of  the 
charter  of  this  bank.  I  do  not  own  a  share  of  the 
Mock,  nor  have  I  owned  one  for  a  considerable 
time  past,  nor  do  I  owe  to  the  institution  a  dollar. 
A  few  years  since  1  was  in  the  direction  of  one 
of  its  branches — the  Bank  in  Boston— «nd  I  was 
le^  out  of  it  with  very  tittle  ceremony;  not  be- 
cause I  had  abused  tbe  confidence  reposed  in 
me.  for  at  the  lime  I  was  leA  out  of  the  direction 
I  did  not  owe  to  the  bank  a  single  cent,  either 
oa  my  own  account,  or  as  surety  for  another,  and 
jcaj  accommodation  at  the  bank  had  never  been 
targe.  I  was  then  young,  and  possessed  of  but 
little  property,  and  to  euable  me  to  exercise  an 
independence  of  action,  which  I  hope  ever  to 
preserve,  I  thought  it  proper  to  abstain  in  a  con- 
aidetahle  degree  from  accommodations  to  myself, 
ID  order  that  I  mirht  be  enabled,  if  necessary, 
more  freeljr  to  checu  undue  accommodations  to 
others.  Still,  sir.  this  was  a  conduct  towards  me 
not  caicnlaieil  to  produce  any  peculiar  partiality 
for  the  institution.  It  is  true  1  nas  subsequently 
offered,  from  a  source  which  I  respected,  a  seat 
again  at  the  Board  of  Directors,  with  the  noder- 
aunding  that  Ishonld  retain  it  as  long  as  I  pleased. 
this  I  declined,  and  should  ever  have  declined  it. 
Although  from  these  circumstances  it  cannot  be 
expected  that  1  should  feel  any  particular  r^rd 
for  the  bank,  yel  still  I  am  bound  lo  say  I  feel  no 


hostility  towards  il.  I  believe  it  has  been  an  ex- 
tremely nseful  inslitatiotr;  and  from  a  personal 
knowledge  of  the  management  of  ifaeafiaira  of  the 
Branch  Bank  at  Boston,  1  freely  declare,  that  in 
my  opinion  it  is  impossible  for  the  coDeernsof  any 
ruoneyedinfltitmioniobeconducted  with  more  cor- 
rectness, integrity,  and  impHrtialily— with  more 
discretion  towards  the  public,  or  greater  safety 
towards  the  corporation  which  created  it.  I  know 
the  directors.  They  are  honorable  and  eatimaUe 
men — and  al  the  head  of  the  bank  is  a  gentleman, 
an  Essex  junto  man  perhaps  he  may  be  called, 
who  would  grace  any  station  in  any  country. 

Sir,  1  have  received  from  tbe  most  numerom 
branch  of  the  Leeislature  of  Uassacbuaetts  a  re- 
quest that  I  would  oppose  therenewal  of  the  char- 
ter of  this  bank,  I  receive  the  request,  sir,  with  alt 
the  deference  and  respect  which  is  due  fVom  me 
to  an  expression  of  the  opinion  of  that  hooorabla 
body.  It  has  induced  me  to  examine  my  senti- 
ments, to  reweigb  and  deliberately  reflect  upon 
them.  Having  done  this,  and  having  come  into 
office,  without  an  intimation  of  ■  wish  on  my 
part  for  public  life — without  a  single  atipnlation 
aa  10  my  political  opinions,  or  an  iadicnlion  of. 
the  course  I  should  pursue,  lean  only  say,  I  should 
not  act,  on  a  question  in  which  I  considered  the 
public  intereets  as  implicated,  in  opposition  to 
the  conviction*  of  my  own  mind,  deliberately 
formed,  in  consequence  of  the  request,  or  if  yoa 
please  instruction,  of  the  entire  Legislatare  of  ihe 
State  which  I  have  in  part  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent, much  as  I  am  hound  both  by  duty  and  in- 
cljnation  to  respect  it,  nor  in  eooiequence  of  the 
request  or  instruction  of  all  the  coogr<^ted  le- 
gislatures oD  earth.  I  believe  the  renewal  of  tbe 
charter  of  tbe  bank  will  avert  many  evils,  and  I 


ihall  V 


e  for  il 


U  will  probably  be  said,  sir,  that  the  distresses 
which  will  be  incident  on  the  dissolution  of  the 
hank  have  been  greatly  exaggerated,  that  a  city 
in  this  vicinity  is  ready  to  meet  the  consequences, 
and  to  set  them  at  defiance.  Let  it  be  recollected, 
that  in  the  five  New  England  Slates,  a  country 
for  which  it  fs  both  my  pride  and  pleasure  to 
avow  a  marked  partiality,  we  have  hut  one  branch 
of  tbe  Bank  of  the  United  States,  aud  that  with 
a  capital  of  only  $700,000.  Surely,  then,if  a  single 
city,withBpopulation  of  thirty  or  forty  thousand 
persons,  can  meet  these  coasequencet,  we  can  snt- 
talo  thetn — but  we  shall  undoubtedly  suffer  much 
inconvenience,  not  however  so  great  a  degree  of 
it,  as  any  other  district  on  the  seaboard  of  tbe 
United  Sutes. 

It  is  possible,  sir,  that  apprehension  may  have 
magnified  the  evils  which  are  to  flow  from  the 
dissolution  of  tbe  bank — it  is  possible,  in  this  un- 
tried state  of  things,  there  may  be  found  a  power 
of  expansion  in  themoneyed  market  of  the  coun- 
try, which  will  be  equal,  or  nearly  equal,  lo  tbe 
unexpected  demand  that  may  be  made  upon  it. 
Should  ibis  be  the  resali,  I  should  be  extremely 
grBtifled>to  have  been  mistaken.  I  should  rejoice 
in  my  own  disappointment. 

When  Mr.  Llofd  bad  concluded  his  speech 
tbe  Senate  adjourned  to  to-morrow  morning. 
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Wedmbbdat,  Febiaarjr  13. 
The  eieiietimla  of  Nicbola*  Qilmaii.'SP* 
poiated  a  Seftator  bj  the  Legislarare  or  tbe  State 
gf  Sew  Hampthire,  for  the  term  of  six  yean, 
coiDDieitetiig  OD  the  4lh  day  of  Uaroh  aext,  vere 
read,  and  altered  to  lie  on  Sle. 

Mr.  Sbadut,  fiom  the  committee  to  whom 
*a*  referted,  on  the  Slst  January,  the  peiiiion  of 
Mosei  Aostin  and  John  R.  Jonet,  made  TCt>ort. 

WhereaiMD,  (be  fniiber  coMideratioa  of  the 
petition  wu  poatponed  to  the  next  aeisian  of  Con- 
Mr.  WoaraiNOTOH,  from  the  eommillee  to 
whom  w a*,  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
providiog  for  the  nie  of  a  tract  of  land  lying  in 
the  Btate  of  TeoDessee,  acd  a  tract  in  the  In- 
diana Territory,  reported  ii  nithoBt  enendment. 
Mr.  W.,  from  the  eommittee  to  whom  Was  re- 
ferred the  bill  to  extend  the  right  of  suffrage  in 
the  Indiana  Territory,  and  for  other  purpo«ea, 
reported  it  without  amend aaent. 

The  Seoate  retamed,  a*  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  ■'  Ao  act  making  appro- 
ptiationa  for  the  aapport  of  QorenimsDt  for  the 

!ear  eigbtecn  hundred  and  eleven  ;"  and  the  bill 
aving  been  amended,  the  President  reported  it 
to  the  Houae  accordingly.  And  on  the  qaeation. 
Shall  ihii  bill  ba  read  a  thi  rd  lime  aa  amended  7 
it  was  determined  ia  the  affirmatives 


United  Slates  ae  respect  the  pablic  lands,"  with 
amendmema;  in  which  they  iletire  the  eoneur- 
leiKe  of  the  Senate.  They  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Audrain ;" 
alio,  a  bill,  eatitled  "An  act  ealablisbing  navy 
hospitals ;"  in  whicb  bilU  ihcy  deeire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  bronghl  up  for  eencurrence 
were  read,  and  pawed  to  toe  second  readiog. 

Tbe  PaaetoEKT  communicated  a  letter  from 
Robert  Beverly,  slating  that  he  had  resigned  his 
sppoiotment  lo  the  office  of  President  of  the 
Ooion  Bank  of  Georgetown ;  and  the  letter  was 
re«l,  and  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Dnion 
Bink  of  Qeoigctown. 

The  Senate  resutned,  as  in  Commtiiee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  establiih  the  districts  of  Mem- 

areyniagog,  of  Oswegatchie,  and  of  the  White 
inntains.  Oa  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be 
csgrossed  and  read  a  third  timel"  it  was  deter- 
uned  in  tbe  affirmative. 

Mr.  Oilman,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
cooaider  the  subject,  made  repart.    Wherenpop, 

Ordered,  That  tbe  SecreUry  of  the  Senate  be 
directed  lo  pay  sixty-five  dollars,  out  of  the  con- 
tingent fond  of  the  Senate,  for  defraying  the  ex- 
pense of  opening  a  new  passaee  to  tbe  gallery  on 
the  west  Bide  of  the  Senate  Chamber. 

Mr.  WoBTHinaTOR,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed the  4ih  instant  to  eoaslder  the  subject, 
reported  a  bill  in  addition  to  tbe  act  to  regulate 
ihe  laying  out  and  making  a  road  from  Camber- 


laad,  in  the  State  of  Marylaad,  la  the  State  of 
Ohio;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  pasted  to  the 
second  reading. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  Ihe  consideration  of  i^e 
bill  respecting  the  Bank  of  Ihe  Uoitcd  Stales. 

Mr.  ANDERaon  spoke  in  support  of  his  moiloB   ' 
to  strike  out  tbe  first  section  of  the  bill. 

When  he  concluded,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland. 
remnrkinz  on  tbe  latenesa  of  the  Jiour,  Ac.,  ana 
ibe  probability  that  any  gentleman  wishing  to 
speak  could  scarcely  get  through  his  remarks  by 
tne  usual  period  of  sdjournmeot,  moved  a  post- 
ponement of  I  be  subject  till  to-morrow,  and  to 
make  it  tbe  order  of  the  day  for^hat  day.— Car- 
ried—13  [0  11. 


TauaaDar,  February  14. 
Mr.  CuTTB.  from  the  committee,  reported  cor- 
rectly engrossed  Ihe  amendments  to  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  Government  for  the  year  I8I1  f  and  th» 
hill  was  read  the  third   time  as  amended,  and 

Reaoived,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendinants. 

Mr.  CuTTS,  from  tbe  committee,  al.io  reported 

correctly  engrossed  the  bill  lo  establish  the  di»> 


the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  in  addition  to  tbe  "Act  to  regulate  the 
laying  out  and  making  a  road  from  Cumberland, 
in  the  State  of.  Maryland,  to  tbe  State  of  Ohio  ;'> 
was  read  the  second  lime. 

Tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  P»- 
ter  Audrain,"  was  read  the  second  lime,  and 
Messrs.  BaiDLEr,  Qebmas,  and  WoBTBiitaTON, 
were  appointed  tbe  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  establishing  nary 
hospitals,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
lo  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  repart 
thereon;  and  Messrs.  Gbbqo,  Llotd,  and  Gooi^- 
BICB,  were  appointed  Ihe  committee. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend' 
ments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  tha 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  a  further  disiriba- 
tioo  of  such  laws  of  llie  United  Slates  as  respect 
the  public  lands,"  and  concurred  therein. 

Mr.  Bbbnt,  from  the  committee  to  whom  were 
referred  the  amendments  of  the  Mouse  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  the  bill,  eoiitled  "An  act  to  incor- 
porate Ibe  Uoiei)  Bank  of  Georgetown,"  reported 
them  without  amendment;  and  on  motion,  by 
Mr.  Bbent,  that  the  bill  and  amendments  be 
postponed  iodefioiiely,  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative — yeas  5,  nays  2S,  as  follows  : 

Yais — Messrs.  Bradley,  Brsat,  Clsj,  Lambert,  and 
Whiteuds. 

Ni-ra — Mesns.  Anderson,  Chsmplh),  Condit,  Craw- 
ford, Franklin,  Oaillard,  GsrmBr,  Oilea,  Goodrich, 
Qngg,  Batmij,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Malhswson,  Kdering, 
Reed,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  Now  York,  Tail, 
Taylor,  Tamer,  «nd  Weithingtan. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  eonsideralion  of  the 
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araendmeDlii  to  tbe  bill  laat  mentioned,  aod  eon- 1 
■•urred  tbereip. 

A  mesiaee  rrom  the  House  of  Repmentatites 
fnrotmed  me  Seoaie,  ibat  the  House  concur  Id 
the  second  amendnieDt  of  ibe  Senate  to  ibe  bill, 
■CDtiiled  "An  act  providinj  for  the  remoyai  of 
th«  land  office  established  at  Nashrille.  in  ibe 
-State  or  Tennessee,  and  Canton,  in  the  Slate  of 
Ohio;  and  to  auihoiize  the  register  and  receiver 
'  of  public  moneys  to  superintend  the  public  sales 
-of  land  in  the  district  east  of  Pearl  ri*er,  and 
■disagree  to  the  other  amendmenla.  They  nave 
•passed  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  authorizing  the 
•Secretary  of  Stale  localise  a  general  iodei  to 
>ti)e  laws  of  the  United  Slates  tone  made,  primed, 
«Dd  disirihoied;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
for  establishing  trading- houses  with  the  Indian 
tribes;"  in  which  bills  ihey  desire  the  concur* 
rence  of  ihe  Senate. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 
The  Senate  resnuied,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  amend  and  eoatinae  in  force 
aa  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  iDcorporate  the  sub- 
nribera  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales,"  passed 
OB  the  2Sih  of  February  1791. 

The  qneatioa  being  to  strike  ont  the  first  sec- 
Cion — 

Mr.  GiLM.— Mr.  Pretideot:  It  b  with  great 
reluctance  that  I  find  myself  compelled  to  entei 
ioio  the  diaeosNon  of  the  subject  now  under  ibi 
consideration  of  the  Senate,  but  the  obserraiions 
which  fell  from  tlie  honorable  gentleman  from 
Oeorgia  (Mr.  CBAWFoan)  were  of  such  a  cbar- 
BCter  as  lo  impose  on  me  an  irresitiible  obligation 
to  present  that  *iew  of  the  subject  which  oas  ra- 
aolted  from  the  best  refleetions  I  hare  been  en- 
abled to  bestow  on  it.  This  obligation  arises  from 
the  rery  high  rciipect  I  entertain  for  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  Slate  I  have  ifae  honor  lo  represent, 
tbe  great  respect  I  feel  for  the  genllemau  who 
made  the  obserratioBS,  as  well  asfrom  the  respect 
whieb  is  maoifestlrdae  to  myself.  In  executing 
this  uopleaaaBt  laak,  I  labor  under  circumstances 
of  peculiar  embarrassment.  Tbisembarrassmeiit 
arisea  from  a  cooTicttoo  that  the  views  of  ihe 
anbjeot  now  proposed  to  be  eibibiied  will  disap- 
poinl  [be  expectations  both  of  the  opposers  and 
the  farorers  of  the  bill,  and  that  they  will  not  be 
acceptable  lo  either.  I  shall  nol,  however,  in  ibis 
insiance,  depart  from  my  invariable  habii,  when 
urged  by  duty  lo  participate  in  debate  before  ihia 
faoQorable  body,  of  disclosing  in  Ihe  most  undis- 
(uised  manner  my  real  opinions  upon  the  whole 
subJEcl,  free  of  any  consideraiion  of  political  dif- 
ficulties or  inconveniences  which  may  conse- 
quentlv  affect  myself. 

la  Ihe  £rsi  place,  I  End  myself  called  upon  to 
appose  a  law,  on  Consiiiuiional  grounds,  which 
bns  been  in  existence  for  nearly  twenty  yeara, 
aod  during  tbai  period,  I  am  compelled  to  admii, 
fcas  been  acquiesced  in  by  ihe  several  State  gov- 
«rnmenU,  as  well  as  by  the  General  Government, 
and  iis  republican  administrations.  It  ia  peculi- 
arly irksome  lo  me  to  question  the  consliiuiion- 
alliy  of  a  law  which  has  been  thus  aud  so  long 


acquiesced  in,  because  it  tends  to  give  tbe  char- 
acter of  instability  lo  the  laws  generally,  and  ia       ; 
my  jadgmeni,  tends,  also,  I o  impair  the  lacred       | 
character  of  the  laws,  and,  of  course,  lo  lessen 
their  efficacy.    Ia  a  Goremmeot  tike  oara,  where       | 
the  laudable  boaslof  every  ciiizenisthat  helivea 
under  a  governmenl  of  laws,  and  not  of  men,  no      { 
subject  sliould  be  touched  with  more  caution  and 
delicacy  than  one  which  questions  the  validity 
of  the  laws,  lessens  Ihe  confidence  of  the  ciiiiens 
in  them,  or  impairs  the  obligation  of  abedieace      ^ 
to  ibem.    ifet,  sir,  tbe  course  of  observations  I 
propoae  to  make  mav  have  some  of  these  tenden- 
lies,  which  I  should  extremely  regret,  and  this 
ipprebeDsion,  of  course,  produces  emtKarrassmrat. 
Connected  with  this  idea  is  another  circumstance 
of  embarrassmem.    I  cannot  help  observing  the 
inordiaaiezeal  manifested  by  theopposera  of  this 
bill,  evidenily  resuliing  from  a  belief  that  ils  re- 
jection will  lessen  tbe  powers  of  the  Federal 
Government.    Although  it  may  be  properly  di- 
rected ia  the  present  instance,  yet  I  think  I  have 
seen,  and  fear  I  may  hereafter  see  the  same  spirit 
directed  against  some  of  the  powers  and  proceed- 
ings of  (be  OovernmeDi  whieb  I  bava  deemed 
indispensable  lo  its  otvo  preservation,  and  its  ben- 
eficial efficacy  towards  the  people.    It  may,  per- 
haps, be  thought  by  some  not  beeomiag  in  me  to 
say  thailfaavenot  been  au  inattentive  observer  of 
the  progress  of  this  Government  for  twenty  y«art, 
and  more  particularly,  since  the  Republican  part* 
came  into  power.    Some  of  iba  aeenea  through 
which  I  have  passed,  have  produced  an  imprea>> 
ive  influence  on  my  mind.    Such  is  the  nature 
of  Ihe  Government  I  hat  its  administration  will 
vibrate  from  one  principle  to  aaoiher,  and  ii  will 
always  require  great  wisdom  lo  keep  lu  oscilla- 
tions from  wandering  too  fat.    Whilst  iboae  who 
preceded  us  in  power  endeavored  to  legislate  into 
the  Constitution  an  unnecessary  eonsiractive  ea- 
ergv,  leadiflg  to  wbai.hes  been  called  consolida- 
tion,  it  appears  lo  me  that  we  have  uken   loo 
much  the  opposite  course,  leading  to  disunion 
and  dissolution,  by  depriving  it  constructively  of 
its  legitimate,  necessary,  and  proper  powera.     If 
this  ooorse  should  be  unfortunately  persevered 


that  the  Crovernment  will  fall  to  pieces  from  the 
want  of  due  energy  in  the  administration  of  its 
legiiimaie  powers,  or  that  some  extraordinary 
means  must  be  resorted  to  far  its  resuscitation. 
When  we  cast  our  eyes  abrnad,  and  see  the  av- 
gressions  commiited  on  our  rights  by  all  the  bA- 
ligerents,  &c. ;  when  we  reflect  that  we  cannot 
calculate  upon  a  perpetual  exemption  frnm  wara 
and  other  political  calamities,  the  common  lot  of 
all  nations;  when  we  look  at  home  and  see  the 
State  GovemraeDts  interfering  with  and  controt- 
ling  the  proceedings  of  the  General  Government, 
eren  in  relation  to  measures  directed  towards 
these  aggressing  belligerenia ;  when  we  look 
around  us  at  home  and  see  everywhere  the  invet- 
erate struggles  amongst  political  partisans  for  po- 
litical power ;  wben  we  recollect  tbe  onmber  of 
choice  spirit*  amongst  u*  not  content  wiih  the 
dull  portuits  of  civil  life;  when  we  took  at  out 
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otiMuiTe  defencvken  frontier,  almoit  without 
liniu,  and  B«e  almoit  etaj  yeir  ambiliowa,  cd- 
l(rpr»ing>  indifidnals  wiib  hoaiilc  bihib  in  iheir 
hindt,  raised  in  defianee  of  ibe  kotborit^  of  the 
Uniied  Stiles,  &e.,  &c.,  ii  appears  to  me  woDder- 
fol  thai  geDileniea  should  be  dclighlad  with  gdt- 
niliog  ihe  CoDBiilDiioDal  powen  of  the  Qovern- 
ueDt  and  ecfeeblioE  its  Btcewacjr  (Dergiei.  It  is 
the  mare  wooderfuT  when  we  see  the  um«  geo- 
lleroeo,  who  seem  to  eonridcr  ererr  corlailraeDt 
of  power  as  an  iodiTidaal  liinmph  to  Ihemiel*es, 
ibe  moit  clamotons  a^iost  ibe  Oorernment  for 
not  taking  a  manlT  attitude  in  repelling  foreign 

Sgresiions,  dtc.,  wc.  It  appean  to  me,  sir,  we 
.en  see  the  same  genilcmen,  with  the  best  and 
most  p«t^atici«{eIltjon^iDdalgiDgiD  ibmirrec- 
oDcilable  opiaioas.  This  is  doI  the  first  time  I 
haTceodrarorFd  io  ati^mii  aod impressire  man- 
iier  to  present  this  subject  to  the  view  of  the 

Krty  now  in  power.    Hitheno  my  efforts  have 
ta  uoaraitiog. 

Lei  me  now  indoiRe  a  hope  that  thew  Te6ec- 
tioDs  will  meet  with  due  consideration  from  those 
now  eoinnted  by  the  people  with  the  mattage- 
ncnt  of  their  dearest  iaierests.-  If  indoeementB 
10  theee  obserntioas  were  called  for,  sorely,  suf- 
ficieot  could  be  found  dsting  the  Republicati  Ad- 
mioi  St  rations.  I  Deed  onljr  call  your  allention, 
sir,  to  the  leuooi  afforded  m  the  inefficacy  of  our 
measines  to  repel  forcien  a^grettioDS,  to  assert 
oar  rights,  and  do  onrseUes  justice,  Ac,  and  the 
causes  which  bare  led  to  this  inactivity  and  fee- 
bleae&s  of  the  Goreruatent.  Tbey  will  not  be 
fonad  in  any  defect  of  powers  in  the  Coosiitu- 
tion,  because  in  thai  respect  they  are  unlimited  ; 
it  is  becaiue  genttemen,  from  varions  weak  and 
gronodless  slacms  and  appreheosions,  hare  been 
ttawilliog;  to  exert  the  legitimate  energies  of  the 
Comtiltitioii  for  those  great  objects.  They  bare 
theorized  and  criticized  ihemtelves  into  suob 
fears  of  the  undue  exercise  of  power,  that  they 
will  not  daly  exercise  it  when  indispensably 
Bceesaary  to  tbe  national  charscter  and  interests. 
It  is  not  my  wish  to  extend  the  powers  of  the 
CoDstiintioD  beyond  tbe  fair  and  candid  inCer- 
prciatioo  of  its  meaDiof;,  because  that,  in  my 
jodgmeni,  will  be  sufficient  for  all  salutary  pnr- 
poMs.  I  only  regret  theuawi)liagfie%of  gentJC' 
men  to  act  up  to  that  point,  and  the  probable  coo- 
•eqneDces  resulting  frotn  that  indisposition.  I 
hare,  also,  to  unite  with  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  (Mr.  Cbiwfobd)  in  expressing  my  re- 
gret that  in  discussing  this  Subject,  boili  within 
and  without  the  wslU  of  Congress,  aod  particu- 
larly in  rarious  Repnbliean  newspapers,  an  un*-* 
wite  spirit  and  zeal  should  have  been  manifested, 
vhich,  being  more  repulsire  than  persuasive, 
have,  I  verily  believe,  tended  to  defi^t  their  uwn 
object,  nod  to  put  at  hazard  the  rejection  of  the 
bifj.  Why,  on  this  subject  particularly,  should 
we  witness  stich  a  ditplay  of  intolerance  and  ile- 
nonciaiion  1  Why  the  illiberal  assertion  of  im- 
proper motives  to  the  Republican  members  who 
■opport  the  bill?  Can  any  good  result  to  the 
aauon,  to  the  Republican  party,  or  to  the  favored 
side  of  the  ^oetlion,  bf  this  codrae  of  conduct? 


May  it  not  produce  an  injurious  ioBnenee  on  all? 
Tbe  subject  certainlf  presents  fair  grounds  for  a 
difference  of  opinion  amongst  iodiridoals ;  and 

moogst  Republicans,  without  Bearohiag  for 

uses  of  this  difiareacein  corrupt  motires. 
Why,  ihea,  upon  this  faariicular  occasion,  ahould 
the  free  exercise  of  opinion  be  hunted  down  by 
a  spirit  of  intolerance  or  denunciation  7  It  was 
this  spirit  which,  more  than  aoy  other  cause, 
blasted  tbe  hopes  of  tbe  republican  principles  in 
France,  and,  ifiadulged  in  to  excess,  will  destroy 
it  in  any  other  country  upon  earth.  In  the  due  ' 
adminisiraiioo  of  a  republican  Qoverniuent,  truth 
and  rigbtaloae  ought  to  be  sought  after,  and  they 
oly  be  '  '  '         '    '  " 


founaby  leaving  tbe  miud  free  I 
ivettigaiion,  by  guarantying  to  all  its  faeallies 
perfect  exemption  from  all  (« 


(be 


i  not  to  say  that,  io  my  judg- 

r:.j..i J  f_   _;n  1, 1. _ 


ikrm,    I  hes  , ,  _  ._^ 

mettt,  this  spirit,  if  indulged  in,  will  becotue  more 
dangerous  lo  the  due  administration  of  tbisOov- 
ernment,  more  deleterious  to  its  proceedings,  than 
the  adoption  of  any-one  single  measure,  bowerer 
unwise  or  impolitic—^ven  than  the  renewal  of 
tbe  charier  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Suies  for 
twenty  years,  which  now  seems  to  be  the  cause, 
the  pretext  for  exciting  and  stimulating  this 
fortunate  tpiriL  lam  ready  to  admit,  too,  that 
I  hare  never  seen  this  spirit  displayed  with  more 
positire  asaettion  and  bold  denunciation  upon 
any  question  than  upon  the  present.  This  cir- 
cumstance induced  the  gentleman  from  Qeorgta 
(Mr.  CBAwroBo)  to  indulge  himself  in  severe 
and  most  sensitive  inrectires  upon  this  topici 
and,  in  my  judgment,  not  without  cause.  But 
it  would  have  afforded  me  great  pleasure,  if  the 

Senileman  could  have  prevailed  on  himself  to 
are  viewed  these  proceedings  "in  the  calm  lighl 
of  mild  philosophy,"  and  not  to  have  presented 
to  the  Senate  an  example  in  himself,  in  appear- 
ance  at  least,  of  tbe  passions  and  prejudices  he  so 
justly  reprehended  in  others.  I  think  1  do  not 
mistake  myself,  Mr,  President,  when  I  profess  to 
enjoy  the  most  entire  exemption  from  tois  bane- 
ful spirit  of  intolerance — when  I  profess  to  feel 
the  greatest  respect  for  the  geoilemen  who  dif- 
fer Uom  me  on  this  occasion,  and  for  their  mo- 
lives,  wheo  I  profess  to  express  all  possible  indul- 
gence and  forbearance  towards  the  opinions  of 

'' gentlemen,  and  feel,  at  the  same  lime,  eonr 

s  that  I  shall  stand  in  need  of  tbe  same  li^ 
eialiiy  myself,  from  both  sides  of  the  question. 
Indeed,  sir,  1  would  not  deign  to  accept  a  victory 
in  argument,  founded  solely  upon  the  ascription 
of  improper  motives  to  my  antagonist.  It  is  my 
kinteolion  to  give  the  argumenis  of  the  genlleisea 
on  tbe  other  side  of  the  question  the  most  impar- 
tial and  attentive  consideration.  I  know  the 
gentlemen  ate  personally  entitled  lo  il,  and  their 
observations  merit  it. 

The  bonorable  genileman  from  Qeorgia,  (Mr. 
CaAwroRD,}  who  reported  this  bill,  as  the  cnalr- 
man  of  the  committee,  to  whom  the  subject  was 
generally  referred,  excited  not  a  little  surprise  in 
my  mind  hy  the  prefatory  remarks  which  fell 
from  him  in  support  of  it.  The  gentleman  pre- 
faced his  Brgumeals  by  obierring,  "  Umt  it  had 
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latterly  become  ih«  raihioD  to  enlogize  the  Cod- 
■titatiao  of  the  Ucited  Btaies;  knd  tbat  when- 
ever be  heard  larish  eBcoaiiDms  applied  lo  it,  he 
eonld  Dot  help  apprebeodiog  miiehief."  I  ae- 
Icaowladge  I  could  not  eonpTehend  the  bearing 
of  tbia  remark  upoo  the  qaeitioD  onder  diicua- 
sioD.  I,  sir,  have  loDg  been  ia  ihe  habit  i>f  ' 
eraiiDgLbeConsiiiniiao,aDdbBveoficDexprened 
my  admiration  at  the  wisdom  of  its  pTDTisions; 
and  I  leallf  had  hoped  ihat  I  might  hare  been 
indulged  in  ibeia  sieniitneaia  at)d  pfepoiwnjona, 
and  even  the  expresiion  of  them  upon  proper 
aceetioDt,  without  excitiog  in  the  mind  of  any 
aenileman  apprebeDiioDS  of  miKhief;  nor  can  1 
diviae  what  apeciea  of  mischief  the  Renilemaa 
apprehendi  from  thaicanie.  Mr.  F reside nt,  when 
we  look  over  the  whole  werid  known  to  ua; 
wben  wa  pariteulsrl*  oact  our  eye*  orer  ibat 
part  of  it, -with  whicti  we  have  ibe  most  iolt- 
maie  relatioaa ;  when  we  let  the  rapid  strides 
whieb  deBpoiiam  ii  making  over  the  whnle  hu- 
man race;  wbcD  we  observe  the  TarlouB  and 
powerfnl  means  now  io  ase  to  rivet  its  imtnova- 
bla  doBBioioo  upon  -mankind ;  when  we  reSeci 
that  Ihe  Cooatiiation  of  the  Uaiied  States  now 
affords  the  only  practtoal  exparimetit  upon  the 
republican  principle,  and  the  only  and  last  hope 
for  the  preseTValioo  and  exteneion  of  the  iiber- 
tiea  of  man  I  is  it  wonderfel  or  alarming,  that 
we  should  feel  and  express  some  partiality  and 
even  veneration  for  an  inslrnment  of  so  peculiar 
a  ebaraeter?  or  ahould  even  eadeavor  to  teach 
others  to  venerate,  to  cherish,  to  sopport  it  ^  An 
inttromrat,  whose  provisions  at  least  exempt  its 
from  the  general  scene  of  despotism,  and  may 
eventually  extend  ibeir  blessings  to  tb«  whole 
human  race?  Or  if,  la  dwelling  upon  the  wis- 
dom and  importaoee  of  its  provisions,  we  might 
pMsaversaine  possible  defects  without  scruuni- 
2ing  them  with  an  bypefcrliioal  eye,  mi^bt  not 
the  omission  be  indulged  without  producing  ani- 
madversion  orcansore?  Sir,  we  all  venerate  the 
republican  principle.  I  know  the  gentleman 
from  Oeorgia-(Mr,  CRAWPOaD)'does  ;  nor  do  1 
pretend  that  my  devotion  to  it  is  greater  than 
bis ;  but,  sir,  I  have  given  the  greatest  attention 
to  the  observations  of  the  gentleman  upon  the 
Conaiitaiioo ;  and  lean  now  say  that  my  vener- 
ation jor  the  instrument,  and  admiration  at  the 
wisdom  of  its  provisions,  are  not  at  all  impaired 
nor  dimiaisbed,  DOtwilbstandingthegentlenuti'a 
eritioisiBs,  &c.  I  will  now,  Mr.  President,  en- 
deavor to  exhibit  the  general  ebaraoler  of  the 
Constitution  ;  (o  point  out  the  mode  for  its  cor- 
reel  interpretation,  and  apply  it  to  the  subject 
BOW  under  consideration.  In  doing  so,  I  propose 
to  follow  the  course ot  observations  made  by  the 
honorable  chairman  of  the  committee  who  re- 
ported Ihe  bill. 

The  gentleman  proceeded  to  remark,  that  in 
taking  a  review  of  the  Constitution  he  found 
general  ax  well  as  incidental  powers  enumerated 
therein,.  I  did  doc  see  the  precise  application 
thaffsnileman  intended  to  make  of  this  remark, 
but  I  have  been  induced  to  review  the  Constitu- 
tion in  reference  to  thia  subject,  and  it  doea  ap- 


pear Lo  me,  that  the  einasiicaiion  and  dafinitim 
of  powers  is  ae  well  arraaged  as  human  wisdom 
could  devise.  I  know  that  nothing  is  perfeei 
which  is  the  work  of  man ;  that  no  language  is 
capable  of  perfect  definition.  But,  as  far  as  defi- 
nition can  be  drawn  from  language,  1  conceivB 
Ihe  CoDsticution  exhibit*  as  perfect  an  example 
as  is  ia  existence.  In  the  next  place,  the  eentl»- 
man  remarked  that  there  was  a  nnmber  of  caaea 
in  which  Oongress  bad  dsparied  from  the  partic 
ular  enumerated  powers  in  the  CoDsiitutioo,  and 
had  resorted  to  implication  or  construction  for 
the  derivation  of  its  powers.  The  remark  is 
pwfectly  correct,  and  I  am  very  ready  to  admit 
that  there  is  no  sach  thing  as  carrying  intoefiect 
enumerated  powers  in  any  jnstrament  whatever, 
without  the  intervention  of  certain  derivative 
and  implied  poner«.  But  if  the  gentleman  bad 
■ucceeded  in  Ghowlog  that  there  had  been  aher- 
raiions  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  Sutes 
from  the  enumerated  powers  of  the  Consiitu* 
tion,  would  he  think  it  eorrect  to  aee  those  aber- 
rations as  precedents  for  still  further  aberiHtions  t 
Ooj^l  they  not  rather  to  be  considered  ma  me- 
mentoes on  the  part  of  Congress  to  induee  them 
to  tread  with  more  care,  and,  if  they  find  that 
their  former  errors  could  not  be  supported  by  a 
(atr  and  candid  consiraotion  of  the  ConsiltDtion, 
to  retirain  the  laws  within  its  wholesome  pn>- 
visioasf  Certainly  that  is  the  use  to  which  the 
history  of  errors  presented  by  the  hoooiaUe 
ftaatleman  from  Qeorgta  ought  to  be  applied. 
Bat.  before  I  proceed  lo  examine  the  subject 
witn  more  accuracy,  I  cannot  avoid  lo  ex- 
press my  surprise  at  another  obGervatioa  which 
fell  from  the  gentleman.  The  gentleman  ot^ 
served,  that  the  argument  drawn  from  the  di>> 
lineiion  between  ends  and  means  was  "tacom- 
prehensible ;"  and  he  went  so  far  as  to  call  it 
"  noosentical  jargon."  It  is  not  only  comprehen- 
sible to  me,  sir,  as  I  conceive,  but,  in  my  opinion, 
Is  Ihe  only  way  in  which  a  just  cansitQction  of 
the  Constitution  is  to  be  attained.  This  restiltt 
from  the  peculiar  nature  and  organization  of  the 
ioslrument.  Permit  me  here  to  endeavor  to  il- 
lustrate my  idea  by  a  reference  to  the  Constitu- 
tion itself.  The  Conatitntion  is  an  instriiment 
which  grew  out  Of  the  situation  of  lbs  United 
States  at  the  time  of,  and  preceding  its  adoption; 
to  show  that  the  Constitution  recited  the 
great  objects  of  its  formation,  and  then  preacri bed 
the  means  for  carrying  them  into  efiect,  1  bez 
leave  to  refer  to  a  part  of  the  instrument  itself. 
The  preamble,  like  all  other  preambles,  vrm»  de- 
ligned  to  express  the  objects  of  the  iastrumeot 
)r  the  ends  to  be  effected  by  its  provisions.  "We, 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  in  order  to  form 
a  more  perfect  anion,  establish  justice,  insure 
domestic  tranquillity,  provide  for  the  common 
defence,  promote  Ihe  general  vrelfare.  and  se- 
'  cure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ournelvea  and 
'  our  posterity ;  do  ordain  and  establish  this  Con- 
'  siitution  for  the  United  Blates  of  Amerjoa." 
What  is  the  plain  Isngaase  of  this  preamble? 
The  answer  is  obvions.  That  certain  great  end* 
-  obftcu  are  here  proposed  to  be  effected.    In 
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vbat  mod*,  or  by  what  mean*  are  they  to  be 
effected  1  Tbe  preamble  telb  you,  air,  ■'  by  «b- 
lablishiB^  tbia  Coaitilutioa  /or  the  (Jailed  Slates 
of  America."  That  is  the  mode  in  wbieh  these 
sreat  endt  ate  proposed  Co  be  effitcred,  and  the 
body  of  tbe  JDUrument  preceriben  the  mtant, 
which  were  deemed  necessary  and  proper  to  the 
efiectnation  of  these  eiuia.  Tbia  subjecl  will  be 
beltei  nnderstood  by  throwiogr  the  mind  back  lo 
tbe  period  of  lime  when  this  Cooetitution  origi- 
nated, and  reviewing  tbe  Mouliar  political  citaa- 
tion  of  the  United  Stales  idea,  and  for  some  time 
anlecedently  thereto. 

At  the  time,  and  aotccadenily  to  (be  establUk- 
meol  of  the  present  CoHliiaiion,  the  nisiiog 
State  goTeraracals  were  in  possession  of  all  the 
powers  of  soTereigaly,  subject  only  to  feeble  and 
inefficient  artioles  of  eonKderatioa,  withoat  the 
means  of  executing  their  own  will,  and  resting 
for  its  execution  s^ely  on  reqnisiiioni  upon  Ibe 
reapeelJTe  Slates,  which  might  either  comply  or 
refuse  to  comply  with  such  requisiiions  at  their 
discretion.  A  non-compliance  was  almost  iura- 
riably  ihe  retok  of  State  dellbeniliOBs,  and  hence 
tbe  feebleoeis  of  tbe  old  Cob  fed  era  I  ion.  The 
present  Gonsiitntion  was  adopted  as  tbe  remedy 
for  this  great  and  alarming  eril.  Without  it, 
disuoioa  and  ruin  la  the  Stales  wonld  bare 
been  the  tneTilable  cooaeqaence,  because,  upon 
actual  experiment,  the  States  were  fouad  utterly 
incompetent  to  the  due  admintstreiion  of  all 
the  powers  of  savereigaiy  intrusted  to  ibeir 
management.  The  reason  of  this  incompetency 
was,  that  soma  of  the  most  important  powers 
of  Boieteignty  inherently  possessed  a  gecvra- 
pbtcal  influence  beyond  the  get^raphicBl  lim- 
its of  the  EBveral  States  iadiridually,  and  their 
jurisdiction  could  not  transcend  their  geographi- 
cal limits.  Of  this  description  of  powers  is  the 
power  m  declare  war,  &c,,  fo  regolale  com- 
merce, Ac,  and  all  the  other  enumerated  powers 
of  tbe  Coostitniioo.  In  consequence  of  the  cdq- 
flicting  systems  adopted  by  (he  sereral  Slates  in 
rdalion  to  some  of  these  powers,  which  were 
then  in  practical  operation ;  particularly  in  the 
conBioting  regulation*  of  eomnietce,  the  Stales 
were  getliog  into  the  roost  serious  collisions,  &o. 
Tbe  formidable  evils  necessarily  crowing  out  of 
the  stale  of  tbiogs  required  a  ^rmidable  nod 
competent  remedy.  The  great  subject  for  the 
coDtemplaiion  of  every  reflecting  mind  in  Amer- 
ica was,  what  that  remedy  should  bel  The 
wise  framera  of  our  admirable  Conatitaiion,  after 
great  delibaratton,  conceived  aud  ezeculed  the 
only  practicable  expedient.  Ii  consisted  in  sep- 
arating the  powers  of  sovereignty  ;  in  establish- 
IBE  a  Qeneral  Gavernment,  and  conferring  on  it 
alfihe  powers  of  sovereignty  whose  geographi- 
cal inflaence  was  foood  co-extensive  with  ihe 
geographical  limits  of  tbe  United  Slates,  and  re- 
serving to  the  Stale  governments  respectively 
those  powers  which  were  of  a  mere  local  cbar- 
aeter,  and  which  possessed  no  inSaenee  beyond 
Ihe  limits  of  the  Stales  respectively.  And  also 
to  confer  on  tbe  Oeoeral  Governmenfall  the 
mean*  nacenary  and  proper"  for  executing  its 


own  laws  ia  relation  to  these  enumerated  pow- 
witbout  aoy  dependence  apoa  requhiiions 
from  the  respectiTe  Stale  governtnents  for  this 
'ndispeinble  object.  The  idea  wasa  grand  one. 
lad  execDtad  with  an  admirable  simpTicity,  and 
Ihe  most  consummate  wisdom.  Hence  ii  appears 
that  the  great  object  of  the  framers  of  tbe  Con- 
sikation  was  to  esiabKsh  a  Grcnersl  or  Federal 
Oovernment,  and  lo  confer  on  It  all  the  powers 
of  sovereignly,  which  in  their  nature  and  ehar- 
aeter  possessed  an  ioftaence  co-extensive  with 
the  United  Stales,  and  lo  reserve  to  the  previ- 
Onsly  existing  Slate  governmenis  all  Ibe  powers 
of  sovereignly  of  a  more  local  character,  and 
whose  iofl^eDce  did  not  extend  beyond  the  geo- 
graphical limits  of  ibe  Slates  respectively,  and 
therefore  could  be  rendered  completely  sobaervi- 
leMt  toSiale  jurisdiction  and  management.  Tbeae 
tre  the  means  prescribed  in  the  Coosiituiion  for 
eflecting  the  ends  expressed  in  ibepraBmble.  To 
tbe  adnainislraloTS  of  the  Oeneral  Government 
the  framers  of  tbe  Constitation  have  said :  We 
give  to  you  all  the  powers  of  sovereignty  of  a 
general  charaeter ;  and  to  ihe  admibisirvtors  of 
the  State  governments,  tfaey  have  said  :  We  re- 
serve to  you  all  tbe  powers  of  soveirignty  of  « 
local  cbarteier.  I  verily  believ^  that  if  those 
various  Goveraaaents  abonld  be  admiaistered 
with  tbe  Wisdom  with  which  this  separation  of 
powns  was  made  in  the  body  of  Ihe  Censtitn- 
lion,  the  people  of  the  United  States  will  not  be 
disappointed  in  ibe  great  aod  interesting  objects 
slahned  in  iis  preamble.  Bat  I  cannot  help 
expressing  some  apprehensions,  that  from  an  in- 
oorrecl  underotanding  of  the  Conslitviion,  from 
an  unwise  spfrit  of  jealousy,  a  disposiiion  to  strip 
the  Goverament  of  ils  necessary  and  proper  en- 
etyiea,  dto.,  the  adminislraiors  of  the  Govern- 
ment may  not  only  disappoint  tbe  just  expecta- 
tions of  the  people  in  this  resi>ee<,  but  may  lead 
to  incBlaulable  political  miscbiefs  and  diiaslers. 
This  arrangement  was  In  my  jadgmeot  todispea- 
lable  to  the  preservation  of  tbe  republican  priQ' 
eiple,  and  all-imporlant  totbedeatBsl  interests  of 
the  people  of  Ihe  United  States.  As  far  as  the 
practical  experiment  baa  been  carried,  it  has 
been  attended  with  ibe  happiest  e&cts.  [still 
bope  for  the  best  in  its  future  opernliont;  bat  I 
also  hope  I  shall  be  pardoned  for  expressing  some 
fear*,  arising  from  various  manifestations  of  im- 
becility in  mea«uies  relating  to  our  inlernal  aa 
well  as  external  concerns.  From  lb  ia  short  his- 
tory of  ibe  origin  of  Ihe  Con  si  iiu  lion,  and  Ihe 
causes  which  produced  il.  it  evidently  appears, 
that  Ihe  General  or  Federal  Government  is  in  its 
nature  and  character  a  Government  of  enumer- 
ated powcrs:  taken  from  previously  existing  Stale 
governments,  ennmeraied  and  conferred  OQ  i^ 
reserving  alt  nnenumerated  powers  to  tbe  Slate 
governmeois,  or  to  tbe  people  in  their  individ- 
ual capacities.  Bnl  if  any  doubts  had  existed 
upon  Ibis  aubjeel,  two  ■mcndments  to  the  Con- 
sttiuijon,  growing  out  of  some  jealoosies  test  a 
Doutrary  loterpreiation  sbonld  be  given  to  the 
Consiiiulion,  have  been  adopted,  which  ought  to 
put  this  queetion  lo  resi  forever.    The  9tb  and 
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10th  irliclei  of  kmcndmeoti  to  tbe  Coutitmioii 
»e  ■■  follow : 

"  Tbe  eoumeriiioii  ia  tb«  CuutitutioD  of  cer* 
'  lain  rights  shall  Dot  be  eoastrueJ  to  deny  or  di>- 
'  pAragB  oibws  reuioed  bj  (he  people."  "  Thf 
'  powers  not  delegftied  to  the  Uoited  Slates  h; 
'  tbe  ConstiiuiioD,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the 
'  SiatEB,  are  rwcf  red  to  tbe  Siatei  leipeetivelr, 
'  ot  to  tbe  people."  Now,  sir,  on  language  be 
more  ezpticit  than  this,  in  declaring  that  this 
cbarlei  contaioa  certain  enumerated  powem,  and 
that  all  not  enumerated  are  reserred  lo  tbe  Slates 
or  lo  the  peopled  There  is  one  article  reserTiikg 
lights  10  the  people,  and  afterwards  anoiber  arti- 
cle reserring  them  to  ibe  Stales  and  to  the  peo- 
ple. White  on  this  subject,  I  beg  leave  to  read 
a  clause  in  the  Coniiilutioo,  which  I  find  among 
the  enumerated  powers,  and  which  has  been  con- 
strued bj  some,  as  intended  to  convey  a  general 
grant  of  powers  among  the  enumerated  powers, 
"Congress  shall  hare  power  to  lay  and  collect 
'  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  to  pay  the 
'  debts  and  provide  for  the  common  defence  and 
'  general  welfare  of  the  United  Slates."  The 
words  "  and  to  provide  for  the  comutoo  defence 
and  general  welfare,"  have  br  aome  been  con- 
sidered as  conveying  a  general  grant  of  power. 
Nothing  is  necessary  to  show  ibat  this  is  not  a 
fair  and  correct  constructioa  of  the  Cooitilu- 
tioQ,  bm  reading  ii  with  atientioa.  These  terms 
contain  no  grant  of  power  whatever,  but  are 
used  10  express  the  ends  or  objects  for  which 
particular  grants  of  power  were  given.  Psying 
tbe  debti  and  providing  for  the  common  defence 
and  general  welfare  are  great  objects,  intimately 
connected  with  the  particular  grants  of  power 
which  are  given  for  their  effectnation ;  and  with- 
DQt  these  particular  grants  of  power,  it  wonld 
not  have  been  poBsible  for  Congreu  to  effect 
them.  The  framers  of  tbe  CoDstitntion  have 
simply  selected  some  of  the  objects  expressed  in 
the  preamble,  and  declared  that  to  effect  them, 
and  to  i>ay  the  debts  of  tbe  United  States,  were 
the  considerations  which  induced  them  to  give 
to  Congress  the  "  power  to  lay  and  collect  tax- 
es," tfcc.  Thus  taxes  are  to  be  laid,  &c.  "  to  pay 
the  debts,  and  to  provide  for  the  common  defence 
and  general  welfare."  .  Could  they  have  chosen 
K  more  appropriate  phraseology  7  The  plain 
iasguage  to  Congress  is:  ''You  shall  have  pow- 
er to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  to  pay  tbe  debts,"' 
&a.,  end  to  provide  for  tbe  common  defence  and 
general  welfare,  or,  in  other  words,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  paying  the  debts,  &c.,  and  of  providing 
for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare. 
These  words  do  not  contain  a  general  grant  of 
powers,  but  express  the  objects  of  a  partictilar 
grant  of  powers.  The  framers  of  the  Constitu- 
tion could  not  bare  done  an  act  so  absurd  as  to 
make  a  geoeral  giant  of  powers,  among  an  enu- 
meration of  specified  powers. 

I  will  now,  Mr.  President,  proceed  to  eiamiDC 
those  instances  which  the  gentleman  has  pre- 
sented of  the  sDpposed  aberraiions  of  tbe  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  from  the  enumerated 
powers,  and  I  think  il  will  not  be  difficult  to 


show  that  there  i*  not  a  single  iasianee  quoted, 
but  which  is  dedueible  from  a  fair  and  correct 
interpretation  of  the  expreas  words  of  the  Con- 
stitution, giving  tbetn  their  common  and  appro- 
priate meaning. 
Tbe  first  instance  preaenied  to  our  eonsideia- 


prea 
tion  by  tbe  honorable  gentleman  from  Qeorgia 
f  Mr.  Cbawpobd)  of  the  exercise  of  a  power  ny 
Congress  not  enumerated  in  the  Constitution, 
was  tbe  erection  of  light-houses.  Tbe  gentle- 
man  from  Massaehnsetis,  (Mr.  Lloyd,)  to  whose 
dispassionate  observations  1  listened  with  great 
pleasure,  superadded  the  instance  of  the  erection 
of  custom-houses.  On  these,  both  of  the.gentle- 
mm  seemed  lo  place  gfeal  reliance,  as  cases  in 
point  with  Ihe  one  under  consideration.  Both 
these  powers  I  conceive  are  given  to  Congress 
by  tbe  extitess  words  of  the  Coostitniion  j  bat  if 
I  should  ne  mistaken  in  this  idea,  they  are  cer- 
tainly comprehended  as  incidental  end  subeervi- 
ent  to,  ot  in  other  words,  "  necessary  and  proper" 
for  carrying  into  effect  some  of  the  eunmerated 
powers. 

Tbe  express  words  of  the  Constiintion  gire  to 
Congress  the  power  ''to  lay  and  collect  taxea, 
duties,  imposts,  and  excises,"  dbc.  i  "  to  regnlaie 
commerce  with  foreign  nations  among  the  sev- 
eral States,  and  with  the  Indian  tribes;"  "  to  ex- 
ercise exclusive  legislation  in  all  cases  what  ever, 
&c.,  over  all  places  purchased  bv  consent  of  the 
Legislsture  of  the  Stale  ia  which  tbe  same  ahaU 
be,  fur  the  erection  of  forls,  ma^zlnea,  arsenals, 
dock-yards,  and  other  needful  buildings."  From 
these  clauses  of  the  Constitution,  taKea  in  con- 
nexion with  each  other,  I  think  Congress  pos- 
sesses the  power  to  erect  light-bouaes  and  cus- 
tom-houses by  the  express  words  of  tbe  Consti- 
lulion  }  for  both  of  these  descriptions  of  houaea 
must  necessarily  be  included  within  the  leim 
"  needful  buildings,"  or  the  only  construeiioa 
which  is  at  all  applicable  to  thaa  cases  is,  ihkt 
needful  buildings  ie  the  gener^  term,  and  light- 
houses and  custom-houses  are  particular  instaacee 
or  examples  under  the  general  term  ;  or,  if  1  may 
besoallowedloexpre9smyideas,otedful  buildings 
may  be  considered  as  the  genus,  of  which  light- 
houses and  custom-bouses  ate  patiioular  species. 
The  reason  with  tbe  framers  ot  the  Cooatitutioa 
for  usin^  this  general  terra  is  obvious.  It  ma, 
because  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  foresee  all 
the  particular  species  of  needful  buildings,  which 
might  become  necessary  to  the  salutary  opera- 
tions of  this  Governmeitt  in  the  course  of  its 
complicated  and  due  administration  ;  they  there- 
fore wisely  left  that  subject  to  the  diacossion  of 
Congress,  restrained  and  limited,  oeveriheleas,  bf 
tbe  requisition  of  the  consent  of  tbe  Legislatures 
of  the  Stales  respectively,  in  every  case  proposed 
j'or  tbe  exercise  of  this  discretion.  That  this  is 
a  plain  and  correct  iuterp relation  of  the  Coosti- 
tuiion  is  evinced  by  tbe  coucurrenl  opinions  of 
every  Legislature  of  every  State,  which  has 
heretofore  ceded  lands  for  any  of  these  objecUi 
and  it  is  lo  be  remarked,  that  Congress  has  never 
attempted  lo  erect  any  of  these  buildings  with- 
out tbe  CoDstiiutional  requisition  of  the  coDBcat 
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of  the  Sutu  mpMlivelf.  But  if  this  term 
"DCedfol  building"  bad  not  been  exprMsed  in 
ibe  CoQstitutioD,  I  shoutd  not  hesitite  to  admit 
with  these  geotlemen  that  cbp  erection  of  ligbl- 
hoases  and  c us lon-b oases  might  properlf  be  de- 
duced froin  the  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes, 
duties,  &c.,  whiefi  are  particular  grants  of  powei 
enametaied  in  ibe  Conslitotioo.  BecaoK  cus- 
tom-houses are  appropriately  necessaiy  to  the 
colleotioa  of  duties,  and  have  always  been  deemed 
iodispensable  for  that  object,  as  are  light-bouses 
to  the  due  regulaiiou  of  commerce. 

Thete  two  powers  are  indispensably  connected 
with,  and  subserf  irut  to,  particular  enumerated 
powers,  ftnd  are  therefore  «mong  the  means 
which  are  necessary  and  proper  for  their  elTecl- 
Dation;  aad  as  sueh  are  giren  to  Congress  by 
the  express  words  of  the  Coosiiiution,  which  are : 
CoDgress  shall  have  power  "to  make  all  lawn 
'  which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper  for  carry- 
'  log  into  execn lion  the  foregoing  powers,  and  all 
'  other  powers  Tested  by  this  Constitution  in  the 
'QoTernment  of  the  United  Slates,  or  in  anyde- 
'  partment  or  officer  thereof"  From  this  course 
of  interprelaiion,  the  gemlenien,  reasoning  from 
a  supposed  analogy,  hare  asked,  if  Coneress  can 
derive  the  right  to  erect  light-bouses  aDncustom- 
hoosea  from  their  necessary  agency  in  effectuat- 
ing the  particular  powers  to  which  they  are  said 
lo  be  appendant  or  appurtenant,  why  may  it  not 
in  the  same  way  derive  the  right  of  granting 
charters  of  ineorponiioo  for  the  same  objects  ? 
Or,  in  other  words,  if  Congress  can  constita- 
tiunally  erect  enstom-hoases  for  Ibe  purpose,  or 
as  the  necessary  means  of  collecting  duties ;  why 
may  it  not  establish  a  bank  for  the  same  object, 
Ac.  1  The  qaestioo  i)  admiiied  to  be  a  fair  one  ; 
and  if  a  clear  distinction  cannot  be  made  in  the 
tiro  cases,  it  will  be  admitted  eiiher  that  Con- 
gress may  coDBtiluiionslly  «siab)tsh  a  bank,  or 
that  it  has  heretofore  transcended  its  powers  in 
erecting  custom-hooses,  dta.  A  clear  and  most 
obTious  distinction  appears  to  me  to  exist  in  the 
eases  suggested  by  the  genilemeu  to  be  analogous, 
arfsing  nam  the  strikingdiffereoce  in  the  nature 
and  essential  eharaciet  of  these  powers.  A  cus- 
tom-house is  in  its  nature  incidental  and  subeer- 
lient  (o  the  collection  of  dnties.  It  is  one  of  the 
common,  necessary,  and  proper  means  to  effect 
that  end.  It  is  helieved  that  in  no  commercial 
countTjr  in  the  world  are  duties  collected  without 
them.  Besides,  the  erection  of  custom-houses 
does  DOC  involve  in  it  the  exercise  of  aoy  other 
higher  or  consequential  powers.  The  same  re- 
marks will  apply  10  light-bouses,  as  among  the 
common,  necessary,  and  proper  means  for  the 
tegulation  of  commerce,  Ste. 

Is  the  incorporation  of  a  bank  of  this  charac- 
ter 1  It  is  not  amoog'the  common,  necessary,  and 
proper  means  of  efieoiing  either  of  the  foregoi. 
ennmeraied  powers,  nor  of  any  other  enumeral 
in  the  Constitution;  still  less  is  it  inddenlal  __ 
sobaerTienl  to  any  of  the  enumerated  powers.  It 
wants  that  connexion,  affiliation,  and  subser- 
Tiency,  to  some  enumerated  power,  which  are 
eleatljr  poioteil  ont  in  relation  to  tlie  two  pow- 


ers, to  which  it  has  been  said  to  be  analog;ont. 
Besides,  does  granting  a  charter  of  incorporation 
to  a  bank  involve  no  other  higher  or  consequen- 
tial power  than  merely  erecting  a  needfnl  baild- 
in^  for  collecting  duties,  &c.  ?  It  certainly  does. 
It  involves  the  power  lo  ^rant  charters  of  ineor- 
poraiion  generally;  and  in  this  respect,  priaci- 
paLly,  its  character  is  essentially  different  from 
both  of  the  powers  cited  by  the  gentleman.  Tha 
power  to  grant  charters  of  ineorporaiioD  is  not 
an  incidental,  subordinate,  subservient  power)  it 
ia  a  distinct;  original,  snbsiantive  power.  It  is 
also  susceptible  of  the  clearest  definition ;  and 
not  being  among  the  enumerated  powers,  it  seams 
to  me  that  Congress  can  have  no  fair  claim  to  its 
exercise  in  any  case.  If  Coaaress  had  been  ez' 
pressly  authorized  to  grant  charters  of  incorpo- 
ratbn  generally,  then  granting  a  charter  of  in* 
corporation  to  a  bank  would  nave  been  nn  in- 
stance, or  among  the  means,  of  carrying  iolo 
effect  that  enumerated  power,  and  would  have 
been  as  much  connected  and  affiliated  with  it  a* 
is  the  erection  of  oustom-hotues  with  the  collec- 
tion of  duties;  but  the  power  to  grant  charters 
of  incorporation  generally  not  being  expressly 
^iven  in  the  Constiiuiion,  no  particurar  instanca 
involving  the  exercise  of  that  power  can  be  in- 
ferred by  a  fair  and  candid  interpretation  of  tha 
insirumeat.  I  do  not  mean  to  exaggerate  the 
consequences  which  might  result  from  an  assump- 
tion of  the  power  to  grant  charters  of  incorpora- 
tion, &c.  It  is  sofficienl  for  me  to  say  that  it  ia 
a  power  of  [irimarv  importance ;  that  it  involves 
as  many  incidental  powers  in  its  exercise  as  any 
one  of  the  enomeraied  powers;  that  it  is  equal, 
if  not  paramount,  to  any ;  end,  therefore,  in  my 
judgment,  eanuot  be  assumed  by  fair  construction 
as  incidental  and  sabservieol  to  any;  and,  of 
course,  not  as  amoDg  the  necessary  and  propM 
means  for  catryingany  into  effect,  lo  fact,  in  its 
natnre  it  does  not  in  the  smallest  degree  partake 
of  the  derivative,  incidental  eharscter.  It  ia 
original,  snbsiantive,  distinct  in  itself,  and  sus- 
ceptible of  the  plainest  deSnition.  Henee,  whilst 
I  am  willing  to  admit  that  a  power,  which  is  in 
its  nature  incidental  and  sntaMrvient  to  any  end* 
memted  power,  and  also  amoD^  ibe  necessary 
and^proper  means  for  carrying  it  into  effect,  may 
be  exercised  by  Congress  without  tha  express 
words  of  the  Constitution,  I  should  be  very  on- 
willing  to  admit  that  Congress  ibould  also  CJCei^ 
eisea  power  neither  incidental  or  sobservieDt  to 
any  of  the  antimeraied  powers,  nor  amoitg  ih« 
necessary  and  proper  means  for  carrying  any  into 
eff^t ;  still  less  sbotild  I  he  inclined  to  this  ad- 
mission, when  the  power  thus  proposed  to  be  de- 
rived, incidentally  or  constructively,  involves  in 
it  the  exercise  of  almost  unlimited  powers.  To 
illnstraie  my  idea  still  further  in  ibis  respact,  I 
would  observe,  that  the  power  to  regnlatedeseent^ 
and  to  regulate  the  distribution  of  intestates,  [ 
aoneeive  to  be  original,  distinct,  snbstaDiive^w 
ers )  and,  being  among  the  powers  which  could 
in  all  respects  be  limited  by  the  geogmpblcat 
boundaries  of  the  individual  Biai^,  and  were 
I  thercforfl  avong  the  powera  reserved  lo  thenaB* 
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agcment  ofthe  States,  might  as  eaailr  be  issanied 
bf  CoDgieM  as  JneitleDtnl  to  tome  ooe  of  tbe  en* 
umerBted  powers,  as  the  aisumpiioo  of  the  power 
to  grant  cDarters  of  in  corporal  ion,  which  I  cdd- 
a«ive  waa,  for  ibe  same  reason,  left  to  the  maa- 
agemeut  of  th«  States.  I  believe  no  ^Dtleman 
will  coDlend  that  Congreaa  can,  tioder  auy  can- 
did coosiruetion,  go  so  far  in  relatiao  to  those 
powers;  Dor  do  1  see  how  it  can  in  relation  to 
lb«  power  of  graotiog  charters  of  ineorporetioD. 

I  hare  not  DTCf  looked  the  ob^erration, sir,  made 
by  geatlemeo  to  destror  ibe  cffpcl  df  this  course 
of  resaoaiDg,  to  wit :  that  the  passing  vTery  law 
is  an  act  of  tovemi^ij  ;  that  to  pass  a  law  to 
erect  a  lij;ht-bouEe.  is  as  mnch  an  act  of  sover- 
eignlr  as  to  paw  a  law  lo  lav  and  collect,  &e^  or 
to  grant  a  charter  to  a  bank,  obc.  In  fact  that  tberc 
■re  DO  degrees  of  sovBrei^oty.  Without  enter* 
ing  into  ibis  reasoning  it  wtU  be  sufficient  to  show 
its  inapplicabiUty  to  my  argmnent  lo  observe, 
thai  I  hare  not  ffronnded  my  distiactions  upon 
aof  soggested  diDereoce  la  tbe  degrees  of  lorer- 
eigaip,  but  ufoa  the  eletr  and  obrioat  difference 
in  tbe  nature  and  character  of  the  power*  Dpon 
whieh  this  sorereigntr,  &s^  is  intended  to  ope- 
rate, 4bc. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Chawpobd) 
ob«er>ed,  that  the  dance  in  the  Constitution,  last 
read,  "Congress  sbell  have  power  to  pass  ell 
laws  which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper,"  dte., 
had  been  considered  by  some  as  entirely  inopera- 
tive, hut  that  he  thought  it  a  clause  of  great  Im- 
portaace,  ite.  In  this  opinion  I  entirely  concur 
with  the  gentlemaa  ;  I  consider  it  the  most  im* 
porUnt  clause  in  the  Coastitation.  It  is  in  my 
judgment  the  true  key  for  nnloakiiw  the  mean- 
log  of  all  ihe  other  clauses.  The  former  con- 
fedetation  did  not  posMss  tbe  means  necessary 
and  proper  for  earryiag  into  execution  its  own 

Ewera.  It  was  dependent  upon  tbe  State  Legts- 
UTca  for  that  purpose ;  and  it  was  loo  importaiit 
•  difference  in  lite  arganinuion  of  tbe  present  and 
formet  GoTeramenl  to  b*  left  to  construction.  It 
WMB  Iheiefbn  expressed,  to  deciare  the  true  char* 
Ml«r  of  the  pnaeu  Goverameat,  and  to  pro- 
claim ib  sovereignty  upon  all  lh«  subjects  of  the 
•lumeraicd  power*.  But,  sir,  the  most  impor- 
lam  beaiing  ot  this  clause  appears  to  me  to  be 
the  deainetion  of  the  department,'  which  sboold 
be  the  ultimais  depotitory  of  all  tbe  power  vested 
in  the  Oovernment  hy  the  Constiiotion.  Thoa 
Coogress  is  deolared  not  only  to  have  power  to 
pass  all  laws  which  shall  be  neceaaary  ai>d  proper 
for  carrying  into  ereciHion  the  powers  partica- 
larly  confided  to  its  muiagemeni,  but  "all  orher 
'  powers  vested  by  this  0<mst)t«ticin  in  the  Qot- 
'  eranent  of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  depart- 
'  meni  or  officer  thereof."  This  clause,  I  liiink, 
iniandtd  to  settle  all  diSerenees  between  the  de- 
partments respecting  the  ultimate  deposile  of 
(lower,  in  which  light  it  has  been  hitherto  too 
Litlsl  regarded.  None  of  these  CDOsideratioDS, 
however,  can  vary  in  the  amallesi  degree  the  re- 
anli*  I  have  attempted  to  draw  against  the  pawer 
of  Congress  to  resort  to  nnennmeraled,  onginal, 
■nbaUntire  power,  gmni  in  ita  vkanetei  ana 


operation,  as  the  necessary  and  proper  n: 


sfor 


consider  the  observations  of 
the  gentleman  (Mr.  Cbawfobd)  upon  the  fonnh 
article  of  the  Goniititniion  in  the  following  words: 

"Full  faith  and  credit  shsU  be  given  in  each  Slils 
Id  Ihe  pablic  sets,  records,  and  judicial  proceedings  of 
«verj  other  l^tate.  And  the  Congress  msy.bygeaeTil 
laws,  prescribe  the  manner  in  which  such  acta,  reoordi, 
and  proceedings,  shall  be  proved,  and  the  effect  thaisoC 

"  The  cituens  of  each  State  shall  be  entiCed  lo  sU 
privilege!  and  immnnitiM  of  citizens  in  the  sevend 
States. 

"A  person  cbaisedin  any  State  with  treason,  felony, 
or  other  crime,  who  shall  flee  from  justice,  and  be  Ibtmd 
in  BOOlher  Stale,  AtU,  on  deanad  of  the  Eiecntiva 
authority  of  the  Stat*  from  nhicb  he  Bed,  be  deliveied 
Dp,  to  b*  Mcnoved  to  the  State  havfag  juriedietton  J 

"  ^  psnon  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  State, 
under  the  laws  thereof  eeoaping  into  aooUieT,  ahall, 
in  consequence  of  an;  law  or  regulati^  tbenin,  be 
disdiBjged  from  such  service  or  labor,  but  dull  be  de- 
livered up  on  eUim  of  the  patty  to  whom  sudi  escvica 
or  labor  may  he  due." 

The  geutlemen  observed,  that  ihia  article  con- 
tained no  grant  of  power  whatever  j  it  waa  merely 
declaratory  of  certain  principles,  which  ought  to 
be  left  lo  Ihe  Slates  to  carry  into  effect;  yet 
Congress  bad  passed  laws  in  relation  to  several 
of  these  subjects,  dte.,  and ,  of  course,  transcended 
thelimiisof  the  GoDBiitulion,  or  rather  had  legis- 
lated upon  subjects  not  enumeraled,  &«.  To 
these  oDsetvatione  I  would  reply,  that  f  do  con- 
sider these  clauses  as  investing  the  Oovernment 
generally  with  the  exercise  <a  all  these  powers, 
although  the  particular  department  intended  for 
their  exercise  is  not  here  designated;  but  by 
reading  these  clauses  in  eonnevioo  with  the 
claos*  before  read,  it  will  be  foond  that  Congreaa 
is  intrusted  with  the  execution  of  these  powerr. 

Congress  shall  have  power  to  pass  all  lawa 
which  shall  be  aeaessary  and  proper  for  carrying 
into  effect  the  fore(^oing  powers,  and  all  nihei 
powera  vested  by  this  Constitution  in  the  Oov^ 
etoinent  of  tbe  United  Stales,  &c.  It  i*  then 
clear  that  other  powers  were  rested,  and  intended 
lo  be  vested  in  Congress,  besides  the  foreroinr 
enumeraled  powers ;  all  the  powers  in  the  fourtb 
article^  I  presume,  to  be  strictly  of  this  descrip- 
tion. That  this  is  the  understanding  of  the  art- 
icle is  evinced  hy  Ihe  cottcurrent  opinions  of  the 
Oeaerel  and  State  Oorernaenls  in  those  re- 
spects. 

The  difference  of  opinion  therefore  belween 
ihegeaileman  and  myself  consists  in  this:  That 
the  principles  here  declared,  he  thicks,  ought  xq 
he  executed  by  the  State  authorities,  and  I  thin£ 
they  were  intended  to  be  executed  hy  Congress[ 
ftnd  if  my  interpretation  he  correct,  then  Con- 
gress has  not  transcended  the  limita  of  ita  ao- 
thority. 

This  solution  is  at  least  satisfactory  to  myself. 
Another  argument  urged  by  the  honorable  ^n- 
tlemati  (Mr.  CiAwraan)  requires  some  atteotioD. 
The  gaulaman  consideied  iheOeoeialaDdStata 


Digitiz 


IV  Google 


i8d 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


190 


Bank  of  Ae  Umted  Slaltt. 


Bmar*. 


QararomeaU^  taken  coUectiTelj'^  ■■  formiiiff  o) 
eompletesoTereigni^;  be  LhcD  referred  lo a  cIbu 
it  ibe  Coostiiution,  which  he  coacsiTeJ  excluded 
the  Slate  goTerumeDls  froiD  (be  right  logrsi 
btok  charters,  and  iheoce  inferred  ihe  right  i 
Ibe  Oeueral  QoverDment,  &a.     Although  1  ba' 
fallcaufidenceJD  tbeopiDioasgeQerftllyeipresited 
bf  that  sentiemaOj  I  cannot  conenr  with  him  ig 
tbia  mode  of  deriviDg  power  to  the  General  Gov- 
ernment.    Ii  it  directly  repugnaat  to  (he  princi- 
ples of  construction  I  have  jnit  sog^ted,  and 
therefore  I  cannot  yield  rny  assent  to  ii. 

Tbe  tenth  «ectioa  of  the  flrsi  article  *sjt,  "ao 
'  State  ahall  enter  into  anr  treatf  of  alliance  oi 
'  confederation,  grant  Iriters  of  marqae  and  re- 
'prisal,  coin  monef,  emit  bills  of  credit,"  toe. 
The  particnlar  terms  of  ihii  mciioa  aeleoied  to 
exciade  ibe  Sta{es  from  incorporating  banks  arc 
these:  "NoSiateiballemitbillioforedit-"  The 
gentleman  sdpposeE  that  a  bank  bill  is  a  bill  of 
credit,  and  therefore  that  the  Statei  cannot  eitab- 
liih  ■□  iDstituiioo  to  iwue  a  bill  of  credit  Out 
ideOH  diSer  at  to  the  meaoiog  of  tbe  lertn,  "  bills 
of  credit."  At  to  tbe  argnaisnt  of  the  geaile- 
mati,  that  he  who  does  an  act  b]r  aoMber  does  it 
by  himself,  it  da«s  Dst  applf  to  ibe  preseatcase; 
for  if  we  r«cni  to  the  eharlefs  of  incorporation, 
we  shall  find  that  a  pariicalar  fund  it  fixed,  and 
that  thi*  fond  only  ■*  antwerabla  for  tbe  redemp- 
tioQ  of  theootea.  Theargnment  of  ih^genitemaa 
woald  aswrll  apply  to  every  comraoa  note  ^ivea 
by  one  individual  to  another,  because  the  States 
as  much  isGuebiUt  of  credit  by  protecting  promis- 
sory notes  a>  by  aulhotizing  banks  to  i»ue  such 
notes,  la  case  of  notes  given  by  individuals, 
they  beeom*  the  property  of  him  to  whom  they 
are  payable;  Ibe  drawer  is  retpoatiUe  for  tbe 
amoaai,  and  tbe  State  enforoes  the  pavmetii.  In 
(hat  case,  too,  the  whole  property  of  the  drawef 
is  pledged  for  tbe  payment.  la  (he  esse  of  bank 
bills,  nathing  is  pledged  but  Ibe  som  specified  in 
the  charter.  The  real  meaning  of  this  clause, 
therefore,  I  Dnderstand  to  be  (o  prevent  tbe  emii- 
tioa  of  bills,  (be  payment  of  which  it  to  be  made 
by  the  Slate*  themselves,  similar  to  the  old  Con- 
linental  paper  money  ;  for  that  was  evidently  in 
the  contemplation  of  the  fnimera  of  the  Goosti- 
tption  wfaeft  the^  very  wisdy  denied  the  poww 
of  itsaing  such  bills  to  the  States. 

The  eentleman  from  Georgia  next  read  the 
first  section  oflheriiird  article  of  the  Conttitn- 
(ioQ.  1  should  not  take  ap  tbe  time  of  the  Sen- 
ile in  noticing  it,  bnt  that  the  const  rac  tin  a  whioh 
[  then  pQt  upon  it  differs  from  (hat  which  he 
gave  as  an  universal  adraiisiea.  The  gentleman 
supposed  there  had  been  some  departurefrom  the 
ConstiiDtion  under  ifae  followiBgclaiise:  "The 
'jiAieial  power  of  (he  United  Stales  shall  he 
'  vested  ia  one  Supreme  Couti,and  in  such  infe- 
'  nor  courts  at  (he  Congress  may  from  time  to 
'time  ordain  and  estabtisb."  The  gsntlemaD 
obaervea,  that,  at  the  time  of  the  repeal  of  the 
jadioiary  act,  it  was  ([generally  admitted  by  the 
advocate*  ef  tbe  repeal  that  Ihe  8apr«me  Coait 
Was  not  laagibte.  that  was  not  the  opision  I 
then  exprMwd  j  and  the  opintw  I  thca  upms«d  i 


hai,  sincfl  that  time,  been  strengthened  and  cod'> 
firmed  bv  further  refleation.  I  do  not  know  how 
Ihe  gealleinan't  argument  can  apply  to  tbe  caw 
uoder  consideration,  unless  he  meant  to  show 
that  the  decision  ia  thai  respect  made  br  Con- 
gress was  uoconsiiiutiooal.  My  opinion  i^  that 
it  was  Conttiiutional.and  that  Congress  might 
constitutionally  modify  and  change  the  Supreote 
Conn  in  the  most  essential  point ;  and  permit  me 
here  id  prolett  against  the  nsual  mode  of  consli^ 
ing  the  Constitution  by  analosy.  Instead  of  ex- 
amining the  expressions  of  tne  Consiidition  it- 
self to  aicertain  hs  meantag,  we  are  often  referred 
to  certain  principles  borrowed  from  tbe  British 
jurists.  Tans  we  are  often  referred  to  (he  fun- 
damenial  principle  of  the  separation  of  depart- 
ments. &e^  the  independence  of  jadaes,  Ac,  at- 
tliougn  neither  of  these  terms  are  to  be  found  io 
the  Cantiimtion;  and  the  principles,  allhoogk 
correct  in  themselves  at  general  principles,  are 
subject  in  practice  to  material  qualifications  and 
limitations;  and  this  is  particularly  the  oasa  in 
the  Conititnlion.  It  appears  to  me  as  easy  to  as- 
certaia  the  trne  meaning  of  the  words  need  ia 
the  Consdiuiion  as  tbe  meaning  of  these  or  any 
other  terms ;  and  the  error  in  this  mode  of  res- 
soning  generally  arises  from  the  mi  sap  plication 
of  the  terms  (D  tne  subject  in  question;  or^  in  other 
words,  when  reasoning  from  analogy,  in  recol- 
lecting the  resembUucss  and  overlooking  the  dif- 
ferences in  cases  supposed  lo  be  analogous.  To 
aseeriain  (hs  true  meaning  of  the  Constitution, 
therefore,  I  have  always  had  reforenoe  to  its  owv 
words,  and  discarded  all  reasoning  from  its  ao^ 
ogjr  to  anything  else-  By  referring  to  the  clause 
respeciinff  the  judicial  deptriment  just  teed.  &nd 
taking  it  in  connexion  with  'the  elause  whicn  de- 
clares thai  Congress  shall  have  power  to  pass  all 
laws  which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper  for  ear- 


that  Congress  might,  according  to  the  express 
words  of  the  Constitution,  establish  tbe  judicial 
department  as  it  has  done,  and  from  lima  to  tinu 
alter  or  modify  it  bI  its  discretion,  Ao.;  aad  if 
Congress  thoBKhl  proper  to  increase  or  leuen  tb« 
number  of  judges  of  the  Supreme  Gonrt,  o — 


them,  I  would  ask,  where  it  the  Coaatilutional 
prohibition  1  I  see  none.  Congress  can  desig^• 
Bate  the  duties  of  (he  court  and  the  compensatf on 

le  judges.  They  may  take  away  the  dntioft 
■uu,  oraourte,  also,  the  eompeosation,  and  why  i 
Because  we  find  the  service  and  compensation 
inseparably  connected,  and  the  one  made  the  eon- 
tideraiion  of  the  other.  Congress  has  a  right  to 
designate  the  services  which  the  jndges  shall  per* 
form.  And  by  what  authority  will  they  retain 
ipensation  after  the  servieei:  to  be  performed 

taken  away  1  It  is  not  Ihe  name  of  office,  nor 
good  behaviour  in  it,  for  which  eompensation  is 


relation  to  the  Su- 
preme Court  is  very  obvious.    It  was  to  obtain 
uniformity  of  decision  j  and  if  Con^ss  e*tab« 
ii  sac  SupieiBt  Court,  they  perfecUr  ntisfy 
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e  pan  of  ihe  CoDstitncion.  Bat 
ow  the  gentlemaQ's  refereitce  lo 
tbiB  clause  could  affect  ibe  CoDitituiional  ques- 
tion in  the  present  case. 

I  hare  tbui  far  eodeaTored  to  explain  and  re- 
concile to  the  CoDsiitDlLoD  those  laws  pswed  b; 
Congress  whicb  the  ^entlemtii  has  conaidered 
eontrarr  to  tbe  CoostitutiaD. 

I  will  DOW  proceed  to  some  other  arsumeni* 
of  tbe  gentleman.  He  obaerred  that  tbe  b^nk 
law  had  been  io  exifience  for  twenty  years,  dur- 
ing which  lime  there  had  been  no  acqnieBcenee 
in  tbe  law.  1  concur  in  that  opiaioo.  I  docoa- 
sider  that  all  the  iDsiancei  presented  br  the  gea- 
tlemiD;  to  wit:  authoriziog  the  bank  to  lend 
money;  the  extensioD  of  iti  rijht  of  establishing 
branches  to  New  Orleans  in  1804  ;  and  also  the 
act  to  punish  counterfeltiag  bank  paper  in  1807, 
ought  to  be  considered  as  acts  of  acquiescence  by 
tbe  GoTerameni  in  the  conotitutionalUy  of  that 
Inw. 

I  bare  given  the  most  respectful  attention  to 
the  arguments  used  by  the  oppoaers  of  the  bill  to 
accoDnl  for  this  acquiescence,  and  to  obviaie  the 
tCBsoningdrawofroinit  by  its  friends;  and  whilst 
I  give  the  gentlemen  in  opposiiioo  great  credit 
for  the  ingenuiiy  of  the  argument,  1  canoat  con- 
cur in  the  reasoning  upon  which  it  is  founded.  I 
undersiaad  iitobe  bottomed  upon  the  idea,  that  the 
bank  was  in  tbe  Diiuceofa  contract ;  and  ibat  i; 
4er  its  iafltience,  private  rights  became  rested 
individuals;  and  thai,  therefore, the  Oovernmeot 
was  bound  to  carry  it  into  effect,  and  that  a  re- 
fusal to  have  done  so,  or  the  repeal  of  ihi 
would  have  been  a  violation  of  goud  faiifa,  &x. 
&c.  The  honorable  gentlemao  fiom  Tennessee 
(Mr.  AnnEHSON)  ob'serred,  thai  the  Republican 
Administration,  viewing  this  law  in  the  nature 
of  a  contract,  from  a  sacied  regard  to  the  preser- 
vation of  good  faith,  passed  these  several  acqtii- 
Mcinglaws.  dtc.  dee.  The  observation  of  ihef  en- 
tlenaa,  so  far  as  it  respected  the  manifestations 
of  good  faith  on  the  part  of  the  Republicans,  was 
eartftiDlf  both  justand  pertinent.  The  Kepablf- 
eanshave  certainly  fulfilled,  with  the  most  scrupu- 
lous fidelity,  all  the  public  eogagemeois  of  their 
Eedeeesaors  as  well  as  their  own ;  yet  I  do ) 
:Te  tbx  these  several  acquiescing  lawi 
passed  under  (he  pressure  of  any  onligution  for 
tbe  preservatim  of  good  failh. 

I  concur  with  the  baaorable  gentleman  from 
Georgia  (^Mr.  Cni.wFOBD)  in  the  conclusions  he 
drew  against  this  argument  of  the  imperious  ob- 
li(ption  due  to  coniracis  under  the  influence  of 
this  law :  but  not  precisely  for  the  reasons  he  as- 
signed  for  (hem.  Tbe  gentleman  observed,  that 
it  was  essential  in  the  formation  of  contracts  tbat 
(here  should  be  parties,  and  a  consideration.  That 
under  the  bank  law  there  was  do  sufficient  con- 
•aderation  for  the  fotmHiion  of  a  contract.  Id 
this  I  am  inclined  to  think  the  gentleman  is  mis- 
taken. I  presume  the  mistake  has  arisen  from 
•B  inattention  to  the  circumstances  under  which 
the  law  was  passed.  Under  ihi;  terras  of  the  law, 
there  werefacilitieagiven  to  the  United  States  by 
Uia  bank  of  very  considerable  value.    The  bonus 


given  was  oertainlr  a  safficient  considemtion  lo 
make  the  contract  binding  on  the  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  But  I  have  several  objections  to  this 
argument  urged  against  tbe  bill ;  in  the  first  place, 
parties,  and  a  consideration,  are  not  only  enen- 
liil  to  the  formation  of  a  contract,  but  parties  H' 
pable  of  con  tract  LDg.  If  the  bank  law  be  uncon- 
■titutioual,  then  It  caonot,  «s  I  cooeeirn,  give  a 
Constitutional  capacity  lo  tbe  artificial  person 
created  by  it  to  contract.  An  unconnilutional 
corporation  has  no  more  a  Consiiiuiional  or  legal 
cupaciiy  to  coniract]  than  a  married  women  or 
even  an  Jdioi;  each  equally  laboring  under  legal 
diaabiliiies.  The  argument,  iherefore..  which  is 
used  to  show  that  the  bank  law  is  uocoaitita- 
iioiial,nud  at  the  same  time  gave  a  Coastitutioaal 
capacity  to  an  artificial  person  to  contract,  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  in  the  nature  oftifdo  dt  M,il 
destroys  itself.  Hence  leonelude,  that  if  the  law 
be  uncoustitotional  in  itself,  it  cannot  coofer  on 
an  artificial  person  a  legal  capacity  to  coairaci, 
sod  tbat  any  contract  made  under  its  influence 
would  be  void  for  the  want  of  that  legal  cnpaciiy. 
In  tbe  nest  place,  if  it  be  urged  iliat  Congress  is 
bound  to  carry  into  effect  bIT  contracts  in  which 
individuBl  rights  or  interests  areeoncerned;  thea 
Congress  may  in  this  way  derive  lo  itaelf  all  the 
powers  it  may  want  foi  in  object,  instead  of  get* 
ling  ibem  by  the  shorter  route  of  the  assumplioo 
under  the  terms  common  defence  and  general 
welfare )  and  io  a  much  more  exceptionable  mode ; 
because  it  may  not  only  thus  acquire  any  power 
whatever,  but  may  also  acquire  it  in  perpeluiiT. 
Hence  it  appears  to  me  that  if  gentlemen  should 
succeed  in  establishing  this  argument,  they  would 
lose  more  by  the  admibsiou,  than  they  would  gain 
by  limiting  the  powers  of  Congress  to  the  enu- 
merations of  (he  Conetiwiion.  in  fact  that  argu- 
ment would  be  rendered  worse  than  ungaiory  by 
this  admission. 

But  I  have  «  third  objection  lo  ibis  argumeDt 
of  the  obligation  of  tbe  contract,  more  formidable 
than  either  of  the  precediug.  It  appears  to  me 
to  be  an  argument  against  a  fact  1  know  it  is 
so,  as  it  respects  myself.  I  have  been  present 
when  most  of  these  acquiescing  laws  have  been 
passed,  and  I  have  no  recollectioa  of  having  been 
iu&ueoced  in  Ihe  votes  I  gave  in  their  faroi  by  a 
view  of  the  sacred  obligations  due  to  contmcis; 
BOr  do  I  recollect  to  have  heard  this  causideiatioa 
urged  by  any  gentleman  at  the  time  of  paiisiog 
these  several  laws,  io  fact  at  the  time  of  passing 
the  law  for  punishing  counleifeiling  the  bills  i^ 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  I  recollect  no 
other  consideraiion  operating  on  me,  than  the  in- 
formationl  that  certain  unprincipled  individuals 
were  counterfeiiing  bills  in  general  circulation, 
to  the  great  injury  of  tbe  honest  pan  of  the  ckm- 
muniiy.  I  ihougbt  such  conduct  ought  to  be 
suppressed,  and  therefore  voted  for  pnnishing  all 
who  should  be  engaged  in  i(,withoui  much  atten- 
tion to  the  CoDstiiuiiiiaal  quesiioo  respecting  the 
bank  law.  I  cannot  without  some  violation  to 
my  feelings,  agree  to  have  any  of  my  public  con* 
duct  propped  up  by  an  afterihoughi,  nor  by  any 
other  coBsidetatjoaa  than  those  which  operated 
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Kt  tbe  lime.  Tbese  rematka,  bowerer,  will  ce 
Uinlraotapplyio  those  geDilemga  who  Toled  111 
der[Be9Ug:gea(ed  impressions.  Tlie general  prii 
eiple  operattDg  with  me,  wis  ihis — that  all  laws 
panedby  CoDgressmust  beconaidered  a*  CoDsd 
(uiioaal  until  they  are  repealed.  Theii  ui 
luiionality  is  a  good  reason,  and  the  best 
for  tbeir  repeal ;  but  so  loog  as  they  remai: 
sumte  book  unrepealed  ihey  must  be  considered 
CoDiiitntioDal,  and  in  idt  judgment  no  tribu- 
nal on  earth  can  question  their  validity ;  nor  can 
I  admit  that  they  are  subject  to  the  censorial 
power  claimed  by  the  Judiciary,  I  am,  therefore, 
disposed  to  admit  the  acquiescence  in  the  bank 
Iaw,Bnd  togWe  tbe  gentlemen  in  fa  Tor  of  renewal 
all  the  advantage  of  the  jirecedeiits  quoted  by 
them  for  that  object,  considered  under  all  the 
circumsieiacM  of  tbe  case ;  and  to  what  do  they 
amount  1  Will  Ihey  go  so  far  as  to  preclude  tbe 
present  CoJigrets  from  exercising  its  sound  dis- 
cretion upon  ihs  CoDstiiutiooat  question,  when 
tKoogbt  directly  to  lis  coasideralion?  and  when 
at  the  lime  of  the  several  precedents  quoted,  it 
was  only  collaterally  or  incidentally  considered, 
if  considered  at  all?  Cerlaioly  not — and  if  in 
exercising  the  right  of  reviewing  tbe  Constitution, 
the  present  Congress  should  be  convinced  that  a 
former  Congress  had  exceeded  its  limits,  is  it  not 
bound  by  every  conscieotiou*  consideration  to 
correct  tbe  error,  and  10  bring  tbe  laws  within  ils 
wholesome  provisions?  It  appears  lo  me  not 
only  to  be  the  right,  but  tbe  indispensabLe  duty 


of  Congress  to  do  so. 


t  upon  ■ 


n  Oongi 

IwilTnow  proceed  .    _    .  .    ,...  

important  observations  made  by  iwo  gentlemen 
upon  the  right  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  resj^ec- 
tive  Slates  to  instruct  the  Senators  of  the  United 
States. 

Acting,  as  I  now  am,  Hr.  President,  under  the 
ioSuence  of  insiruclions  from  the  Legislature  of 
ibe  Stale  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,!  feel 
myself  impea'iously  called  upon  to  notice  some 
obieivBtions,  which  fell  from  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman (Mr. CBAWFoaD,^and  tbe  honorable  gen- 
tlenun  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Leir,)  in  relation 
lo  (bat  subject. 

Tbe  gentleman  from  Georgia  ^Mr.  C.)  feelingly 
complains  of  the  tendency  of  instrnclions  from 
the  great  States,  to  embarrass  the  proceedings  of 
this  Government,  by  giving  an  undae  bias  to  the 
del iberai ions,  and  restraining  the  free  exercise  of 
opinion  in  tbu  honorable  body,  &.a.  &x.  With- 
oni  ptrticnlarlT  adverting  to  the  emphasis  laid 
by  the  hontMsMe  gentleman  upon  the  term  "great 
States,"  I  agr«e  jn  general  with  tbe  gentleman 
in  his  opinions  in  that  respect.  But,  sir,  in  tbe 
present  caae,  it  may  be  observed,  Ibat  the  ques- 
tion of  iustrBc lions  to  Senaton  was  6rat  moved 
in  the  Sute  of  Maryland.  Now,  sir,  Maryland, 
although  great  in  virtues  and  resources,  is  not  so 
great  in  point  of  popnlatioo  and  extent  of  terri- 
tory, as  to  have  obtained  the  denomination  of  a 
great  Stale.  The  proposition  then,  however, 
was  rejected  by  one  vote.  A  similar  motion,  I 
am  informed,  u  now  depending  before  tbe  Le- 
gislaiursafNewJersev.  NewJerter,IikeHiry-I 
llthCoit.  SdSsss.— 7 


land,  although  great  in  virtues  and  resources,  is 
not  so  great  in  point  of  population  and  extent  of 
territory  as  10  have  obtained  the  denominalion  of 
a  "great  State."  Indeed,  sir,ibE  right  lo  inairuct 
Senators  has  not  been  exclusivelv  acted  upon  by 
tbe  great  Slates,  generally  so  called,  during  the 
operations  of  tbis  Government ;  but,I  admit,  baa 
been  more  freqoenily  resorted  to  by  them. 

Tbe  gentleman  from  Peoosylvania  (Mr.  Leib) 
after  having  read  his  instructions,  informed  the 
Senate,  that  he  represented  one  oflhesreai  Slates 
which  bad  given  instrac lions,  and  that  he  felt 
himself  absolutely  bound  by  them  in  the  vote  he 
should  give  on  the  present  question ;  ibat  be  con- 
sideredliimself  the  representative  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  PenoBylvania;  that  it  was  the  principal 
and  be  Ibe  aeeot,  and  he  was  bound  lo  carry  into 
effect  ils  will,  &c.,  &c.  However  high  ma^  be 
the  resp£ct  I  generally  entertain  for  the  opinions 
of  the  honoranle  senlleman  (Mr.  L-}  I  am  com- 
pelled 10  diswni  Irom  him  in  these  opinions.  I 
feel  myself  compelled,  too,  to  express  this  dissent ; 
lest  it  might  be  supposed,  that  being  similarly 
circumstanced  with  that  gentleman  on  the  pre- 
sent  question,  my  conduct  might  be  influenced 
by  similar  c  on  si  d  era  lions. 

I  do  not  consider  myself  tbe  representative  of 
the  Legislature  of  Viraiuia,  altho«gh  I  feel  the 
most  unbounded  couGdence  in  iis  wisdom  and 
patriotism,  and  thebigbest  respect  for  its  proceed- 
ings. 1  consider  myself  the  repreaentative  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  delegated  to  (hal  char- 
acter by  the  Legislature  of  Virginia.  As  an  evt- 
denoe  of  ibe  correctness  of  this  opinion,  I  hare 
only  to  remark,  that  the  laws  which  1  contribute 
to  pass,  in  the  character  of  Senator,  are  oo-ex- 
lensive  wilh  the  United  Stales^  and  operate  u^i 
the  people  thereof  in  their  individoal  capaciiiet. 
They  do  not  operate  npon  the  Biaie  Legislalurea 
in  tbeir  corporate  characters,  except  in  eases 
where  in  that  character  they  are  connected  with 
the  Federal  Qovernmeni,  or  instrumental  in  the 
execution  of  some  of  its  powers.  Siill  less  do 
ihcv  operate  upon  the  Legislature  of  Virginia 
cxclusiTely}  of  course  I  cannot  consider  myself 
as  the  representative  of  that  Legislature  exclu- 
sively, as  ils  agent,  and  bound  In  all  cases  to  ex- 
eoaie  ils  will  upon  ibis  floor,  &c.  dbc.  It  is  not 
necewary,  nor  do  I  mean  to  question  the  right  of 
the  Slate  Legislatures,  so  long  piaciised  upon,  to 
instruct  tbe  Senaton  of  the  United  Sutes,  chosen 
by  them  reapeelively;  becanae  that  might  prt^ 
duee  an  anmeaniBg  and  vselesa  discussion  abottl 
terms ;  bat  I  mean  to  inqnire,  whether  the  ez«r- 
cise  of  the  right  imposeia  Conatilntional  oblin- 
lion  on  the  Senator  instructed,  to  obey  ;  in  wnal 
the  real  obligation  to  obedience  consists ;  whether 
the  iDstruclion  is  injunctiva  and  compulsory  on 
him,  or  addreased  only  to  his  discretion;  or.  in 
other  words,  whether  the  Senator  instructed  ha* 
not  a  right  to  disobey  7  And  whether  such  dis- 
obedience violates  any  moral  or  political  obliga- 
'    1?     I  also  propose  to  make  a  few  observations 

tbe  operation  of  insiruclioos  upon  ihc  Federal 
Qovernmeni  and  its  proceedings.  That  the  Se- 
atOT  ituliQCied  has  a  Coasttlulional  and  legal 
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right  to  disobey  his  insirDCiions,  Is  most  ob*iou« 
to  Dif  UDdErsUodtDg,  from  the  single  coDsideta- 
tioD,  that  m  law  passed  by  a  rote  in  disobedience 
of  iaslruetions  is  as  valid  as  a  law  passed  b]r  a 
vote  in  obedience  to  instructions.  Obedience  to 
initnictions  is  no  where  commanded.  Nor  in  diso- 
bedience of  initractions  aoy  where  prohibited  by 
any  wriiien  law  or  constitution.  The  act  of  dis- 
obedience does  not  sabject  the  disobeying  Sena- 
tor  to  any  punishment  whatever;  of  course  the 
disobedience  of  instructions  vJolatM  no  poliiieal 
doty,  and,  if  the  instruciions  be  addressed  only  to 
the  discretion  of  the  Senator,  bis  disobedience  of 
them  violates  no  moral  obligation  ;  provided  he 
exercises  a  sound  and  conscientious  discretion, 
founded  Dpoti  [he  best  reQections  be  is  able  to  be- 
atow  upon  the  subject  thns  nresenled  for  cooaid- 
eration.  I  therefore  concluae,  if  the  Srate  Legis- 
lalores  possess  th«  right  to  instruct  Senators  of 
the  United  Slates,  chosen  by  them  respectively, 
it  is  an  incomplete  right,  without  a  remedy,  or 
with  a  very  remote  one.  The  infiuence,  or  the 
(rne  obligation  of  insirnctions,  therefore,  arises 
from  the  expression*  of  opinion  by  the  Slate  Ln- 
gislaturesj  and  the  very  high  respect  which  isat 
all  times  due  from  the  Senator  to  the  expression 
of  such  opinion  by  the  Legislature  of  the  Stale 
he  represent/    A  respect  wnich  I  feel  so  strongly. 


*It  is  pmumed  thst  this  wu  (he  sense  in  vhich  the 
Legislature  of  Virgini*  Tiewed  this  ■abject  in  1 SOO.  In 
the  memorvbleinstnictiDaBof  that  daj,the  Legislalure 
preface*  tham  with  a  dsclaration  to  ths  Senator*  of 
th>  United  Stale*,  that  thvf  doem  it  important  '  to  ex- 
OTCM  their  opinions,'  upon  the  subject  of  iostructioni. 
Then  follows  a  oourso  of  reaaaoing  to  coDTince  the 
Senatonof  the  pTOpriet;  of  the  opinion*  thus  ■ipte**ad. 
The  in*tn]ction*  in  ibis  ea*e  tharefnr*  were  dearly 
atidraaied  to  the  di*eretion  of  tho  SenaUir*,  and  not 
coiiHdered  a*  imposuig  a  podtive  command. 

la  1808,  the  Legiilatura  of  Virginia  initineted  the 
Banaloia  of  that  Slate  in  the  Congrea*  of  tbe  United 
States,  to  use  their  best  endeavors  to  obtain  anend- 
■nenl*  to  the  Conititntiog  of  the  United  State*,  which 
in  efiect  would  mske  the  Banetors  oF  the  tJnited  State* 
lecallable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Lagiilature*  of  the 
Teapective  Stales.  It  ii  preiumed  that  the  Legislature 
did  not  consider  it*  instructions  mandatoij,  and  that 
the  inilmcted  Senator  wa*  bound  to  obey,  or,  in  other 
words,  had  no  tight  to  disobey.  Because  if  the  Senalor 
was  bound  to  obey  the  instructions  of  the  Legislature, 
it  might  instruct  him  to  rengn,  upon  the  some  prin- 
eipla  which  would  authorize  inslructionB  how  to  vote, 
and  if  the  initruclions  be  -mandatoty,  the  iastmcted 
Senator  nonld  be  bound  to  reaign  as  well  as  vote  con- 
fcnaably  thereto — of  course  such  an  amendment  to  the 
Conatitiition  would  be  unnecessary.  Tb*  Senator* 
liom  Virginia,  iriih  the  most  respectful  attention  to  the 
opinion  expressed  bj  the  Virginia  Logislalurs,  in  the 
moat  respectful  terms  presenled  the  instruction  to  the 
considerstioD  of  the  Senate  ;  bul  nsTer  thought  them- 
aetre*  bound  to  use  their  beat  endeavon  to  obtain  the 
amendment  to  tbe  Constitution,  at  they  nere  instructed 
to  do.  The  Legislature,  however,  forwarded  the  pro- 
posed amendment  to  the  other  Stale  Legislature*  for 
concurrence  ;  and  a*  far  as  inlbrmation  iayet  received, 
the  proposition  haa  been  unanimously  diaapproved  by 
every  State  Legialatuie  which  has  acted  upon  il, 


ihat  I  never  would  depart  from  an  opinion  thus 
expressed,  unless  in  a  clear  and  indisputable  case; 
but  thepointlcoDieod  for  is  not  injunctive, com- 
pulsorv,  or  mandatory.  Thai  it  is  not  in  ihe  na- 
tare  of  b  command,  but  addressed  to  the  discre- 
lion  of  the  Senator  iostrucled ;  taking  into  due 
consideration  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
coonected  with  such  instructions. 

It  may  he  said  that  the  Senator  is  responsible 
to  the  Legislature,  which  appoints  bim  at  the  ex- 
piration of  his  term  of  service;  this  is  true,  if  ap- 
Elied  to  the  indrviduals  who  may  compose  the 
icgislaiure  at  that  lime  ;  but  it  doe*  not  vary  my 
conclusion ;  because  every  act  that  be  performs, 
whether  inairncled  or  not,  is  an  act  af  respoosi- 
bility ;  and  the  most  wbich  can  be  inferred  from 
this  idea,  is,  that  it  increases  bis  responsibility, 
and  would  naturally  produce  caution;  but  cao- 
not  affect  his  right  lo  disobey. 

It  cannot  escape  attention,  that  I  purposely 
avoid  all  ubservauons  upon  the  rigbta  of  the  pes- 
nle,  Bs  the  legitimate  source  of  all  power,  in  ibejr 
oigheat  sovereign  capacities,  and  upon  whom  all 
laws  passed  by  their  Representatives  operate  la 
their  individual  characters,  to  instruct  all  (heir 
Representatives,  which  I  presume,  if  practicable, 
would  not  be  denied  by  any;  because  such  adis- 
casaion  would  be  unnecessary  upon  (he  present 
question.  The  inquiry  lam  mabing  respects  the 
right  of  one  set  of  Representatives  of  the  people, 
chosen  for  certain  purposes,  to  give  mandy^y 
insiractions  to  anoiner  set  of  RepresenlaiivK  of 
tbe  people  chosen  for  other  purposes,  wiihont 
any  wri((en  law  to  that  effect,  and  by  tbe  mere 
force  of  implication.  If  it  should  be  conieoded 
that  the  Senators  of  the  United  States  are  the 
Representatives  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  re- 
spective States,  and  not  the  Represenia tires  of 
the  people  of  tbe  United  Slates  in  their  individ- 
ual characters,  contrary  to  the  express  provisions 
of  (he  GonstiioiioD,  then  this  absurd  conclusion 
would  follow;  ibat  the  people  of  the  United 
States  are  governed  br  laws,  not  passed  hj  (heir 
Representatives,  but  oy  the  Representatives  of 
their  State  Legislatures,  in  their  corporate  ehar- 
ac(ers,  con(rary  (o  the  fundamental  principles  of 
all  Republican  Oovernments,  and  directly  oppo- 
site to  the  universal  expectations  of  the  whole 
American  people. 

But,  sir,  let  us  resort  to  the  Constitution  itself, 
Bnd  see  Ihe  actual  relations  which  do  there  exist 
between  the  Legislatures  of  the  respective  States, 
and  the  Senators  of  the  respective  States,  com- 
posing (he  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

In  the  third  section  of  the  first  article  of  the 
CoDsiituiLOn  are  theee  words:  "The  Senate  of 
'  the  Uniled  States  shall  be  composed  of  two 
'  Senators  from  each  State,  chosen  by  the  L^s- 
'  lalure  thereof  for  six  years,  and  each  Senator 
'  shall  have  one  vote."  to  anolfaer  place,  are  these 
words:  "And  if  vacancies  happen  by  resignation 
'  or  otherwise,duriag  the  recess  of  the  L^islature 
'  of  any  State,  the  Executive  thereof  may  make 
'  temporary  appornimeals  until  tbe  next  meetioR 
'of  the  Lesislature,  which  shall  then  fill  such 
'  vacBiiciea."    Theae  clauaes  of  the  Conitituiion 
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pmeni  all  the  relationi  betwHo  tbe  L^ulxarei 
and  Execuii?es  of  the  respeciin  Biatea,  and  the 
Seoalors  of  the  United  Suies;  aod  in  what  do 
ttief  coDiist  ?  Certaioi^p  Id  nothiDg  but  in 
ebooiing  the  SeDatora  \  when  that  is  done,  all  ibe 
fUociioDs  of  the  Legislaiare  and  ExecmiTe  are 
at  an  end  ^rua  od  that  panicalar  labjeci.  I  see 
no  iafiDeDce  giTen  either  o»er  the  Totes  or  the 
acta  of  the  Senator  daring  the  six  years  for  vhieh 
he  is  elected.  During  that  period,  the  Senator  ii 
intrusted  with  the  execntion  of  all  the  powen 
and  authorities  eonferred  upon  him  bf  tha  Con- 
■Utulion,  at  his  own  disereiion,  snbject  onlf  to 
his  Constitutional  responsibility  at  the  expiration 
of  his  term  of  service,  fiut  it  may  be  Mid,  that 
the  right  to  instruct  arises  from  the  neceasary 
eonoeiion  between  the  eoDstitnCtat  and  the  Rep- 
resentative.   To  this  it  may  be  replied,  that  thi 


deaeribed  only  by  the  eorpar«te  term.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  a  preteosioB  of  this  kind  by  the  elec- 
tor* of  the  President  of  the  United  States  would 
not  be  tolerated  evea  by  tbe  Stale  Lej^islatures. 
But  is  there  nothing  expressly  contained  in  the 
Conslitutioo  of  the  United  States  which  would 
afford  a  stronger  implioaiion  aMinst  the  exercise 
of  this  right  by  (he  Stale  Legidainrea,  than  the 
implicaiioo  from  which  the  right  it  aaid  to  be 
derived? 

i  thiak,  sir,  that  tbe  very  firat  words  of  (ha 
Consliiuiioo,  after  (he  preattibU,  afford  atroog 
._;  J ^f  ,(,g  exElasion  of  the  right  of  the  Slata 


tipoQ  the  general  principle  is  a  constructive  or 
an  implied  right;  but  I  doubt  its  application,  at 
least  in  its  full  force,  to  this  pariieolar  case.  Thi 
relations  In  this  case  between  the  constituent  anc 
the  Representative  are  expressly  prescribed  by 
the  Constitution ;  neither  of  them  can  claim  s 
original  or  native  rights;  atid  no  constriict 
nor  iinplication  ought  to  be  inferred  against 
provisions,  nor  inconsistent  with  its  obvious 
raeaning.  Besides,  if  this  mere  implication  be 
the  only  foundation  of  ihe  right  of  the  State  Le- 
gislatures lo  instruct  Senators  of  the  United 
Bttites,  it  would  equally  apply  to  the  State  exe- 
cutivea^  when  from  adventitious  eanies  they  ex- 
ercise the  riehtof  appointment ;  a  right  I  believe 
not  generally  admitted,  even  by  Ihe  Stale  Le- 
gislatures ;  especially  in  the  sense  contended  for, 
that  the  iasiruciioD  is  mandatory  and  conclusive. 
Will  it  not  also  apply  to  the  connexion  between 
electors  and  the  President  of  the  United  States'? 
I  find,  by  the  second  article  of  Ihe  Constilniion, 
ifaal  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  is  to  be 
cboseu  by  electors  appointed  by  tbe  several  Slates, 
and  they  of  course  become  the  immediate  con- 
stituents of  tbe  President.  Bui  what  would  be 
thought  of  tbeir  inferrinir  a  right  from  this  con- 
nexion to  iastrnct  the  President  of  ihe  United 
Slates  in  what  raanner  to  execute  the  powers  and 
daiies  of  his  office  1  And  what  would  be  the 
probabiliiv  of  a  concurrence  in  such  instructions 
frotn  Ihe  difTereni  electors  of  the  several  States  % 
The  President's  respontibiliiy  is  tested  at  Ihe  ei- 
pitation  of  ereiT  four  years;  that  of  a  Senator  at 
the  expiration  of  every  six  years ;  and  I  believe  that 
the  changes  of  the  individual  electors  in  the  sev- 
eral States  are  not  greater  at  the  expiration  of 
every  four  years,  iban  are  the  changes  in  tbe  in- 
dividuals composing  the  State  Legislaturea  at  the 
expiration  of  every  six  years.  Tbe  responsibility 
of  the  President  of  the  United  Stales,  therefore, 
may  be  considered  as  great  or  greater,  lo  bis  elec- 
tors, than  the  responsibility  of  the  Senators  of 
tbe  United  States  to  the  respective  State  Legis- 
latures: for -1  contend  the  responsibility  of  ihe 
Senator  is  not  to  the  Slate  Legislature  in  its  eor- 

Erate  character,  bat  lo  the  individuals  who  may 
ppen  10  compose  the  State  L^sUmre  al  the 
time  of  kis  elebtioo,  in  iheir  indiridiwl  oapaciiiea, 


Legislatures  to  give  mandatory  i 
the  Senalors  of  tie  Slate.  They  are  tbe  follow- 
ing :  "  All  legislative  powers  herein  granted  shall 
be  vested  in  a  Congress  of  ihe  United  Slatea, 
which  shall  conaisl  of  a  Senate  and  House  of 
Represenutives."  Now,  sir,  upon  the  prioci[^ 
of  maudatory  instraciioDi  from  the  Slate  Legit- 
latures  to  the  Senaiors  of  the  United  States,  will 
Congress  exercise  all  the  Iwislative  powers 
granted  b;r  the  Oonsiiiuiionf  Will  not  the 
Stale  Legislaiore*  esaenually  participate  in  the 
exercise  of  Ihe  legialalive  powers?  If  [bey  ceft 
command  and  direct  ihe  voles  of  one  distinct  and 
essential  branch  of  Congress  upon  all  legislative 
snbjecis,  will  it  not  bea  material  partieipatioa  in 
the  legislative  powers  granted  exclusively  to 
Congress?  Could  they  not  [bus  embarrass  tbe 
whole  proceedings  of  Congress  ?  Could  they  tiM 
render  all  deliberations  on  the  part  of  the  Senate 
unnecessary?  Could  ihey  not  thus  deprive  the 
Government  it<elf  of  all  energy  and  efficiency? 
Surely  ihe  wise  framers  of  the  Canstitution  could 
never  have  aaiicipated,  still  less  could  they  have 
saocliooed,  the  assertion  of  such  priucipleil 

These  considerations  bring  me  to  examine  the 
tendency  of  tbe  principle  conlended  for  upon  lite 
character  and  proceedings  of  the  Qeoeral  Oov- 
ernment ;  and,  sir,  had  it  not  been  for  the  opin- 
ions I  entertain  on  this  question,  I  should  not 
have  given  the  other  the  critical  examination  I 
have  aiiempted;  but,  air,  such  is  my  opinion  of 
Ihe  injurious  eflects  of  the  practice  of  giving  iik- 
slruciions  by  the  Legislaiutes  of  the  Stales  to 
lt)e  Senators  of  the  United  Statet.  that  I  deem 
it  my  indispensable  duly  to  give  the  subjects 
full  and  candid  ioresiigation ;  although  in  doiov 
■o,  I  know  I  shall  have  lo  encounter  strong  end 
honorable  and  perhaps  insuperable  prepessessiona 
agaiost  my  opinion*;  particularly  lb  the  State  1 
have  the  honor  to  represent.  I  with  it  to  be  un- 
derstood, however,  sir,  that  in  the  discharge  of 
my  duties  on  this  floor,  1  shall  always  obey  tit* 
honest  dictates  of  my  own  jodgmeni ;  and  when- 
ever I  see,  or  think  I  see,  danger  of  any  kind 
ibreaieniog  the  due  a4  mi  nisi  ration  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, 1  will  at  all  times  endeavor  to  expose  it 
to  the  view  of  the  people,  and  particularly  of  those 
from  whom  the  uointeniioqal  dajtger  is  appre* 
heoded;  regardless  of  any  consequences  to  my- 
self upon  the  political  thenire.  The  beat  mode 
of  appreciating  the  tendency  of  mandatory  in- 
sirnetkOHs  upon  the  proceedings  of  the  Federal 
Oavetnnwai,  will  be  to  hiiof  to  oni  reoollection 
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tie  greit  poioUef  difoeDH  between  tkepreaenl 
Go*eniment  end  former  eoofedention. 

Voder  ibe  farmer  eoDfederBiion,  the  States 
voted  in  their  corpoTiie  chBTieten ;  and  if  the 
Represent* tirea  oTanyone  oftlieni  were  equally 
divided  IB  opinion,  the  State  gave  no  role.  Uq- 
iettiit  preient  QoTeran]ent,eaeh  Representative 
Tolei  in  hU  individual  character,  and  npon  hia 
individiial  responsibiliijr.  The  VOTda  ef  the 
Constitution  are  "and  each  BEuator  aball  havr 
otM  vote."  Under  the  former  eoofedentioD,  tht 
Teqnuitions  of  Cooffreas  operated  npon  the  States 
in  their  corporate  Dcaracten.  Unoer  the  preaent 
Govemmeni,  the  laws  of  Conmse  operate  open 
thepeopteof  the  United  Stalea  in  their  indiridnal 
cbaracttn. 

The  former  Congress  did  not  peatets  the  means 
neeenary  and  proper  for  execntiog  its  own  will 
OpoD  the  (objects  conflded  lo  its  deliberation*. 
The  present  Congress  poiaeaaes  power  to  earry 
ioto  effect  its  own  will  or  its  laws,  npon  all  tub- 
Jecta  tonfided  to  it*  management.  These  arv 
amcrag  the  great  points  of  diSbreDce  In  the  char 
acter  and  powers  of  the  two  Ooremments.  Thi 
former  Government  fell  to  pieces  from  the  feeble 
lieas  of  it*  organization,  and  principally  from  thi 
vant  of  power  to  execute  its  own  will,  from  its 
dependence  npon  the  State  LegisJatDres  for  the 
«iecution  of  its  Tegoisiiiooi. 

Now,  air,  if  the  Slate  Legisiatnres  posaeas  the 
tight  to  give  mandatory  instraetiona  to  their  Sen- 
Stor«re»pec[ively,I*ee  very  little  difference  in  the 
charaolerof  the  present  and  former  coofedera- 
tion  ;  for  there  can  be  very  little  difference  in  the 

Saotioal  effect  of  the  principle  of  requiei lions  by 
sB^eas  upon  the  State  Legislatures  which  may 
be  rejected  at  their  discretion,  and  the  principle 
of  the  State  LegiMaivres  making  requisitions  by 
ntndatory  iDitreeiions  npon  DDeesienlialbfanefi 
Of  Conyress;  which  mast  be  obeyed  by  that 
bnneh  in  exetusio»  of  all  diacreiion  whatever. 
The  feebleness  and  incoDgruily  of  the  latter  prin- 
ciple is,  in  my  opinion,  ei  least  equal  to  the  flrst, 
andifadmided  andtndalged  in,  will  a*ceriai)t)y 
terminate  in  the  ruin  and  dissoltiiion  of  the  Gtov- 
erameot.  Anoiherinjariousteudeacy  of  manda- 
tory inatmctiona,  is,  to  add  to  the  locality  of  feel- 
togs  and  opinion*  in  the  deliberation*  of  this 
konorable  body,  already  too  strong  bynaiive  aod 
babitual  prepossession i  and  prediFeaiions.  Ano- 
nerinjnrious  tendency  of  mandatory  Insiraetions 
Maalufrom  their  inflaence  in  restraining  the  free 
««rBi»eof  opinion  in  the  delibemtioni  of  thi* 
hononble  body  t  and  if  generally  practised  upon 
mnid  reader  all  deliboraiioa*  unnece*eary.  The 
tneoagrnii  V  of  mandatory  iastrtictions  to  the  op- 
•latioB*  of  thi*  Government  will  appear  more 
obwons,  by  refiecllBg,  that,  if  the  same  meainre 
were  to  be  concurred  in  and  required  by  every 
«iaie  L^ialatnre  in  the  Union,  and  their  Sena- 
low  peremptoril}'  instructed  to  effect  it,  wlihout 
cserciaing  any  discretion  of  their  own,  it  ia  pro- 
bable that  such  would  be  the  difference  in  the 
Bode  or  detail  of  the  instruction*  from  the  re- 
ye'ire  Stale  Legislatarea,  a*  lo  ptit  it  out  of  the 
powei  of  the  Besaie  le  effect  their  ol^ ;  tke 


Senalor*  from  each  State  being  bound  to  pursve 
the  mode  pointed  out  to  them  by  the  Legislalnte 
of  the  State  they  respeclively  represent.  Indeed 
such  i*  my  opinion  of  the  tendency  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  manoatory  iastructiona,  (bat  1  should  re- 
gret very  much  to  see  it  establistied  and  frequeotlr 
resorted  to.  The  practice,  io  my  opinion,  woirid 
eventuate  in  produciog  feebleness  and  inefficiency 
in  theGeneral  Go*«rnment;  eoliiiion  among  the 
several  Slate*  ;  and  finally  disunion  and  disaola- 
tioQ  of  the  Qeneral  Qovernment. 

Sir,  I  now  am,  and  always  have  been,  attached 
toaaefficieni  Governments^  Qovernment  strong 
enough  to  repel  eiternat  violence,  and  to  insure 
domestic  tranquillity,  and  lo  secure  the  person 
and  property  of  the  individual  ciuxens.  The 
Federal  Government  I  conceive  lo  be  an  indis- 
pensable instrument  in  the  effeettraiion  of  these 
great  objects.  I  bare  often  wondered  at  seeing 
gen  tlemenoriearning,  of  taJenia^  and  of  patriotism, 
rejoicing  at  the  curtailment  of  it*  oecenary  pow- 
ers. They  seem  lo  me  to  enjoy  the  triumph  of 
everv  event  of  this  kind,  as  mneh  a*  if  they  had 
plucked  a  laurel  from  the  tirow  of  their  most  in- 
veieraie  enemy  aod  placed  it  round  their  own ; 
not  being  sufficienily  impressed,  in  my  judg- 
ment, with  the  importance  of  the  Federal  Gov 
ernmen  t  to  the  preservation  of  their  own  personal 
safety,  and  the  security  of  their  propeiiy,  &c. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Chawpord) 
was  pleased  to  say,  that  in  giving  iostruciioiu  to 
the  Senators  upon  this  occaiiou,  the  great  States 
had  been  influenced  solely  by  motives  of  avarice. 
I  regret  the  remark ;  and  i  think,  if  the  gentleman 
would  dispessionately  reconsider  it,  be  would  also 
regret  it.  I  ihiok  he  would  admit,  that  the  Le- 
gislature of  Virginia  could  not  hare  acted  under 
the  inffuence  of  such  a  motire.  And,  sir,  I  feel 
a  pride  and. a  pleasure  in  elandiog  here  to  repel 
the  impuiatioD,  and  to  do  justice  to  the  real 
motives  of  the  L^islature.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  de- 
termine what  are  the  panieular  circumatanoes 
iwhich  could  have  induced  the  gentleman  to  as- 
cribe the  motive  of  avarice  to  the  Virginia  L.k- 
gitlstureoB  thisoceasioB.  It  in  true,  thata  branch 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  wiih  the  triding 
capital  of  •300,000  la  established  at  Norfolk;  aad 
that  a  branch  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  is  also  e»- 
tabliahed  ihna.  But  these  circumstances  furaish 
no  potsible  motire  of  avarice  to  the  Virginia  I^e- 
gislature.  The  amount  of  capital  and  its  effect*, 
are  quite  nnimportant  to  the  State.  Norfolk 
itself  althoii«h  equally  respectable  aad  importeot 
with  any  other  portion  of  the  State  of  the  aatne 
extent  and  population,  is  not  sufficient  to  excite 
the  avarice  of  the  Virginia  Legislature.  The 
Legislature  of  Virginia  consists  principally  of 
agricol  to  rials  residing  in  the  interior  of  the  State, 
who  CQDoern  themaelves  very  little  with  banks 

'  bank  operations,  They  hare  made  no  cal- 
lioos  of  pecuniary  iBierests  upon  this  occa- 
sion. They  have  acted  in  giving  instruciioDs 
from  the  purest  and  most  honorable  motives,  from 
a  conrtetion  that  the  power  of  granting  chartera 
of  incorporation  was  notconferred  on  Congress  bf 
tiw  Cfiucitutioa,  bai  reaetvad  t«  the  Bntes  r«- 
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speciirelf.  Tkat  tbii  coBTietioD  aloDflwutfae 
iDdneeiDBiil  to  tbeir  inatrsctioiu  irilt  appear  ob- 
lioui  from  the  insimctioiiB  tti«aiMlm,  which  I 
t>^  leave  to  nad : 

"The  Gecetil  Amembly  of  Virgini«Tlew  with  the 
nnat  larioui  consern  the  lite  >ttempta  which  havebten 
luda  to  Dbtain  fiom  CongreM  ■  nncwBl  of  the  chmHer 
iBcoTparating  tha  Btnk  of  tb»  United  Statra. 

Tbia  AjHemUy  m  deeply  impnmtd  vrilh  the  eonrio- 
tim  that  tha  nigui&I  giant  of  that  ohartei  wu  anooii- 
ditatioDal,  that  Congiaai  haTB  no  power  wbaleTer  to 
naew  it,  and  that  the  exercisa  «f  (vich  ■  powar  would 
ha  not  only  itncoaitiluUaaal,  but  a  dangarooi  encraach- 
sent  on  tha  aaieraign^  of  tha  Statea.    Tharefiiie, 

Raolped,  That  the  Seatton  of  thia  StaU,  in  the 
Congreta  of  the  United  Stitaa,  be  initructed  and  our 
Se^reaentatiTe*  moat  eameetl;  lequestad,  in  the  ez>- 
eutioDof  their  i]utiea,aa  faithful  repiaaeDtatiTei  of  their 
counliy,  to  nie  their  beat  sfibrta  in  oppoiing  by  every 
tnesiia  In  their  powei  the  lenewal  of  the  charter  of  tha 
Bank  of  the  United  States. 

JaxoxbtSS,  1311. 
Ajiaed  to  EOBT.  TATLOB.  S.  S. 

JAS.  BARBOUR,  S.  H.  D. 

A  capj  from  tha  original, 
Tert :  lu.  Flkuabts,  C.  H.  D." 

It  UBBitifealljr  appnia  rrom  theaa  JDitinetiona 
that  a  GonTietioD  of  the  uneoaslilutionelilr  of  the 
wigiaal  bank  law  was  the  tola  miaetaieat  with 
the  L^ialature  for  giTing  [hem  ;  and  heie,  air, 

rirmit  me  to  expreas  a  hope,  that  the  erKDiDeau 
hare  u(%«)  in  faror  of  tois  opinian  will  amply 
jntlify  tha  Le^iiletare  ia  the  hoaeat  coDvktion 
nitdat  which  it  faaa  acted.  Pcnntt  me  also  to 
remark,  air,  that  while  I  oanaot  admit  that  io- 
structieoa  io  any  caae  poaaeaa  a  mandaiorr  in- 
flaence  orei  the  Seaatcn ;  and  while  I  think  the 
practice  of  eiriiig  itistraciioBi  io  ge&csal,  aod 
apoD  ^Deral  poiote  of  poliey,  i*  aitended  with 
iojurioiM  effecta  npoa  l^e  proceedinga  of  this 
wremineat,  dbc.— yet,  in  a  caae  of  lighta  reterved 
to  the  StBtea,  the  Legiriatnrea  not  only  have  the 
right,  but  it  ii  their  duty  to  expfeectbeiropinioBa 
to,  or  iaatract,  iheir  Senaaiis  (for  I  will  not  cavil 
about  term*)  to  teiisi  tbe  nattrpBtioDa  of  the  Qea- 
eral  QorerDmeDt.  It  ia  the  mildest  way  io  which 
their  agency  can  be  brought  to  bear  upon  all  such 
easaa;  aad  thia  beiiigaeaaeiii  poiot.the  iitatTDei* 
iog  Ltgialaturea  itaod  perfectly  jBstiaable  ia  the 
eoaduct  tbey  have  adopted  ia  that  reapect.  J 
hope,  air,  that  1  hara  re*cued  the  Legialatare  of 
Tir^lDia  from  iba  unmerited  imputaiiona  tfatown 

EiQst  it,  inadvHtendy  1  ana  sure,  by  tbe  gtn 
aau  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Cnawroaoj)  aad  hare 
thowQ  that  it  baa  oeco  iDftaeaced  by  the  pureat, 
tbe  moat  laudable  and  the  moat  honorable  tao- 
tiTea.  &c, 

I  iMve,  air,  ihns  preaented  to  tbe  Senate  the 
moat  impartial  and  compreheaaiTe  riewa,  which 
my  best  reOeotiona  have  enabled  me  to  uke  of 
the  ConatitDiional  qnesiioa  involved  in  the  prea- 
ant  diacussioD,  and  of  all  the  other  topica  wl>teh 
kave  been  iocideotally  conneeted  with  iL  I  will 
now  proceed  to  examiaa  the  aubject  io  another 
point  of  view. 

UpOD  ttrt  fncal'wB  re^tcctiag  tha  espedieacy 


of  the  renewal  of  the  bank  charter,  the  friend*  <^ 
tbe  bill  claim  the.  whole  weight  of  the  argument; 
wfaitat  some  uf  its  oppoaers  tacitly  acquieaoe  in, 
and  others  faiaily  oppose  this  lofty  pretcosioD. 
Notwiibatai>diag  these  circumitances,  I  enter- 
lain  very  great  doubts  upon  that  poiat.  Thero 
appear  to  me  to  beeonsideratioaaof  great  weight 
against  it;  perhap*  more  than  aofficiea(  to  ceo^ 
terbalance  thoie  urged  ia  fNTor  of  it.  Both  the 
gentlemea  in  favor  of  tbe  bill  relied  vary  mueh 
upon  the  liUggeatioD,  that  the  proapeiity  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  was  aUributahle  in  a  very  great  de- 
gree, indeed  almost  exclusively,  to  tha  citablish- 
meotaad  operation  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  I  believe,  sir,  nothing  ia  mote  diffiealt 
ihao  to  asceruin  tbe  true  cauaea  of  ibe  wealth 
and  proaperiiy  of  aationa  {  ver^  few  writers  have 
been  succeaaful  in  the  invettigation  of  that  in- 
triaaie  aubject;  but  tbe  adventitious  establisb- 
mentand  operation  of  theBaokoftheUnitedSta  tea 
are  amonyat  the  last  cauaea  to  which  I  would  aa- 
crihe  their  rapid  inetoaae  of  wealth  and  theii 
general  and  extensive  prospatity.  It  innoi  to  any 
adventitiousjioeal  cauaea  we  are  to  look  for  iheae 
anivaraal  eficots.  If  I  wne  tolook  for  their  te4 
oauses,  I  should  expect  to  find  them,  in  the  ge- 
nius and  wiidom  of  political  iaatimtioas ;  in  pti- 
mitting  every  cititen  to  employ  his  faoulties  at 
hi*  own  discretion,  for  the  altaionieat  of  pcoperty : 
and  aacuriog  to  btia  the  perfect  and  unooniTolled 
enjoytqeot  of  it  whea  acquired.  Each  citizen, 
thus  acquiring  wealth  and  prosperity  to  him- 
self, would  of  eoutaa  accumulate  tbe  general 
stock,  A«.  Tbeae  iaeatimable  bleating*  hare  also 
been  attended  with  sigaal  and  peculiar  advanta- 
gea,  with  an  axeraftion  fiom  wajta,  and  all  oihwc 
great  pdiiical  calaaiitiea,  iui.,  iie.,  whilst  that  po^ 
tioo  of  the  world  with  which  we  have  the  moat 
eztensire  commereial  raiaiiaii  haa  been,  and  atiU 
is,  uahappUv  involved  in  waualmoat  lntermiDa> 
ble  and  of  the  moat  disastroa*  characters;  from 
which,  till  latterly,  oar  commaroial  fellow  citi- 
sent  have  derivedadvaBiageeaUBoariacalcuIable, 
and  of  course  added  greatly  to  the  general  stock 
of  wealth  and  prosperity,  &c.  To  these  and  snah 
like  causes,  permanent  in  their  character,  aod 
universal  in  their  operatioa,  are  properly  to  b« 
ascribed  the  general  wealth  and  prosperity  of  the 
nation  ;  and  not  to  the  adventitious  circnmstanea 
of  the  creation  of  a  bank;  aiili  lea*  should  wa 
rely  upon  ibis  causa,  when  wa  reflect  that  tha 
bank  is  local  ia  ii*  operaiioDs ;  whilst  the  aeeoa 
of  prosperity  is  univaraat  thiongh  the  Unite4 
States,  perfading  those  paria  of  them  where  th« 
op^ttocsof  ibc  bank  are  scarcely  known,  and 
its  influence  never  felt,  as  much  aa  thoea  paria 
immediately  within  the  focal  point  of  ita  Inflit- 
en«e,  &c.  This  argument,  titerefore,  I  eoaeeive 
has  been  urged  by  tne  friends  of  the  bill,  greallf 
beyond  ita  real  merits,  aod  received  with  loo 
much  facility  and  oSeet  by  it*  opposers. 

Tbe  gentleman  fram  Georgia  (Mr.  CaAWFoan) 
upon  introducing  to  the  considaratioa  of  the  Sen- 
ate the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury, 
was  pJaased  to  say,  that  he  should  rely  in  aome 
degree  npoa  that  report;  aUhough  he  knew,  that 
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meDlioniDg  it  woolij  eieiie  ioTidiont  feeling*  in 
MmeortbemeniberE  of  this  body.  1  donot  kaow 
to  whom  the  geDtlemiD  meaoi  to  applf  hisalla- 
sion.  I  can  only  atf  for  mytelf,  tfatt  I  think  the 
report  is  eotiiled  to  ftrespecifut  ■tlention — chat  I 
wonld  give  it  the  sime  respi^ct,  that  I  woald  show 
lo  a  report  from  the  head  of  any  other  depart- 
tneat.  It  faas  always  been  my  inTatiable  habit, 
to  form  my  opinions  from  the  facta  coniaioed  in 
the  docomenti  before  me,  regardless  of  the  an- 
thora  of  ihem ;  not  ooald  I  crer  condescend,  in 
tke  discharge  of  mr  daly  upon  ibis  floor,  lo  per- 
mit pertoDBl  consiperationa  to  iotermingle  with, 
still  less  bias  my  deliberations.  But,  sir,  I  tee 
nothing  very  cperatire  in  the  Secretary's  report. 
He  Eay»  in  mbsiaace  that  be  has  fotnid  in  prac- 
tice tbe  Bank  of  the  United  Stales  ID  be  aeon  ve- 
nient  ioBtrumenl  for  facititBliug  ihemanagcmeol 
of  the  liMal  concerns  of  the  nation ;  which  I  be- 
lieve is  generally  admitted.  It  is  also  Irne  that 
the  Secretary  has  foand  it  conTenieni,  and  hat 
Tenlnred  to  eiptesi  bis  opinion  in  faror  of  the 
efnttiiniionality  of  the  bank  bill;  and  I  am  wil- 
ling to  give  credit  to  the  opinion,  for  what  it  is 
worth.  No  gentleman  woald  say  it  onghl  to  pre- 
clude iliefreeexerciseof  opinion  by  others;  and  1 
acknowledge,  upon  tbit  particular  snbjeet.  I  am 
not  inclined  lo  ^ire  it  t&e  weight  to  whicn  that 
gentleman's  opinions  would  m  entitled  upon 
other  occasions ;  because  he  hat  uniformly  mani- 
fested too  much  zeal  for  ibe  socceta  of  Ibis  bill, 
to  leave  the  mind  perfectly  free  in  the  inretliga- 
lien.  He  has  for  a  long  time  ui<ed  sncb  various 
and  incessant  mean*  to  effect  the  renewal,  that 
his  mind  must  be  in  some  degree  diresied  of  that 
coolness  and  impartiality  which  are  inditpensa- 
lile  to  a  critical  and  correct  analysis  of  iha  Con- 


The  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Cbawfobo) 
obseived,  that  it  was  better  to  have  a  bank  de- 
pendant on  the  United  Stalet,  than  to  increase 
the  dependence  of  the goTeromenI  upon  the  State 
banks,  over  which  the  GoTernment  of  the  United 
filatea  cannot  exercise  any  control.  I  would  sub- 
mit to  the  honorable  gentleman,  upon  further  re- 
flection, to  say,  whether  the  remarV  is  applicable 
to  the  bill  noder  consideration.  After  the  char- 
ter it  once  granted,  1  see  no  eontrol  reserved  lo 
the  GovernmenL  I  fear  tbe  controlling  iafiuence 
would  be  on  ihe  other  tide.  If,  however,  [here 
must  bean  United  Steles' Bank,  1  would  prefe 
one  of  that  character  to  the  present  project.  I 
have  too  much  coofidence  in  Coogrets  to  be 
alarmed  at  the  ioflnence  of  a  bank  under  its   '' 


-ith  capitalists. 

Tbe  honorable  sen tleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Ur.  Lloto,)  to  whose  dispanionale,  enlightened, 
and  dignified  obtervations  I  listened  with  great 
feature,  informed  us,  that  there  was  a  capital  of 
Sfty  millions  of  bank  paper  in  circulation  in  l' 
United  States,  and  tbe  specie  circulation  for 
aopport  did  not  exceed  ten  millions — and  that 
"Was  daily  dimiDisbiDg.  If  this  be  the  true  state 
«f  tho  euealatiug  mediiiiii,  1  ibiak  Iha  exicnaion 


if  hink  paper  circulation  already  too  great ;  and 
t  would  not  be  turprisiag  to  me,  if  a  knowledge 
of  this  fact  alone  thoold  lessen  its  credit,  its  ex- 
cess has  certainly  become  an  evil,  and  instead  of 
being  still  further  extended,  ought  to  be  cnrtailed. 
But  the  most  objectionable  circumstatice  to  tbi* 
exeet*  of  circulation  of  bank  paper,  I  conoeive  to 
be  its  inevitable  tendency  to  exclude  the  apecie 
circulation,  which  it  sutwtitutes.  A  apeeic  cir- 
culation is  certainly  greatly  preferable  to  paper 
circulation;  it  has  an  intrinsic  value  in  itself, 
whereat  the  paper  circulation  bat  no  intrinsic 
value,  and  its  currency  depends  npoa  the  value 


the  country,  and  substituted  by  one  of  no  value  ; 
and  in  times  of  war  or  other  great  political  ca- 
lamities,when  tbe  Government  would  stand  most 
in  need  of  the  aid  of  banks  for  its  support,  tbdc 
capacity  to  lend  would  be  Ibe  most  diminished, 
if  not  entirely  destroyed,  by  the  absence  of  specie 
capital,  which  the  circulation  of  bank  paper  has 
banished  from  the  country.  I  presume  the  gen- 
tlemau  would  not  consider  the  banishment  of  a 
circulation  of  intrinsic  value,  and  substiiniing  it 
with  one  of  a  representative  value  only.amongst 
the  prosperoDs  effects  resulting  from  tbe  opera- 
tion of  tbe  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
Llsyo)  favored  the  Senate  with  the  perusal  of 
his  notes  of  the  evidence  of  the  democratic  mer- 
cbanis  and  maoufaaturers  of  Philadelphia.  I 
paid  great  attention  to  this  inforraatioa,  derived 
from  practical  men,  and  should  be  sorry  to  tnis- 
conceive  it;  and  eeriainly  eould  not  disrespect  it. 
But  there  were  two  facta,  stated  and  awented  to 
by  all  of  them,  which  seem  lo  me  irreconeileable 
with  the  opinions  expressed  by  those  gentlemen, 
respecting  the  real  causes  of  the  present  searciiy 
of  money,  and  the  dislretaet  consequent  upua 
that  scarcity.  Tbe  first  fact  was,  that  tbe  bank 
in  Philadelphia  discounted  nrecisely  as  mach 
now,  and  proposed  to  do  ao  till  the  4th  of  March, 
as  it  heretofore  bad  done.  The  other  fact  wa^ 
that  the  paper  had  not  depreciated,  but  was  atill 
in  good  credit.  The  complaint  was  uoi  that  the- 
paper,  when  obtained,  was  not  of  good  credit, 
and  wonld  not  answer  their  porposes;  hut  that 
they  could  not  obtain  it.    Now,  sir,  I  cannot 


of  putting  down  the  bank,  when  precisely  th« 
same  sum  of  monev  is  now  put  into  circolaiion 
by  it  as  was  formerly  done,  and  ihe  money  itself 
in  ffood  credit.  The  pecuniary  distresses  eom- 
platned  of,  in  my  judgment,  are  not  properly  at- 
tributable lo  these  causes,  but  lo  some  oihera 
mote  inscruiable.  and  which  have  escaped  ihs 
obtervations  of  those  gentlemen.  Perbaps  tbejr 
may  more  justly  be  ascribed,  in  some  instances, 
to  the  general  emtiarrasiment  of  tbe  commercial 
world  at  present— par  tie  u  la  rly  tba  embarraas- 
meaia  of  American  commerce  at  the  present 
moment,  and  perhaps,  in  some  inalanecB,  to  soma 
unknown  embarrassments  and  difficoltie*  in  iha 
particular  occopationt  of  the  complaining  indi- 
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Tiduk  There  is  BDOther  fiet  to  ihaw  that  the 
alinn  at  present  is  great);  EzajtgerKted,  or  is  cer- 
tain'r  greatly  beyond  any  real  causa  for  il.  It 
will  appear  from  Ibe  Secretary's  report,  that  IJie 
Mu  due  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  are 
culr  1600,000  less  ihaalhey  were  twelve  moatbs 
ago;  of  course  the  discouuts  of  (he  whole  iasti- 
tttlioB  could  DDJy  be  lessened  to  that  extent,  aod 
it  is  impossible  for  me  to  believe  that  the  pay- 
ment of  that  triTta!  sum,  compared  with  the 
wbole  loercaniile  capital  of  the  United  Stales, 
could  be  seriously  felt  by  the  merchants  geuer- 
allfi  especially  as  they  hare  been  twelve  whole 
months  in  paying  it.  If  the  payment  of  that 
tam  in  twelve  months  conid  produce  alt  the  dis- 
tresses we  bear  of,  I  hope  we  shall  hear  no  tnore 
of  OUT  iiDmensG  mercantile  wealth,  and  the  great 
eztensioa  of  our  mercantile  capital.  Yet  this  is 
the  onljr  real  cause  for  all  the  clamor  and  alarm 
circulaiiag  through  the  country.  I  tkiak,  with 
some  conldenee,  that  the  consequences  of  puE- 
tiog  dowD  ibe  Bank  of  the  United  Stales  must 
be  artificially  exaggerated,  or  very  much  misap- 
prehended; and  this  opinioii  is  grounded  upon 
tbe  consideration  that  it  is  directly  repugnant  to 
the  interest  of  the  bank  to  cause  the  apprehended 
distresses,  aod  its  directors  certainly  huTe  the 
power  to  BToid  the  production  of  tbEct.  And  I 
ihiok  that  when  a  calculation  is  made,  and  a 
conclusion  drawn  upon  the  idea  that  a  moneyed 
iattttotion  will  pursue  its  ovrti  interest,  it  may 
fauly  be  said  (o  be  grounded  on  a  solid  consider- 
tlioo.  I  caoDOt  see  how  putting  down  this  in- 
stilutioik  can  materially  affect  the  pecuniary  abili- 
ties of  the  oatioa;  its  actual  fundsfor  discounting 
will  be  nearly  the  same;  the  position  of  them 
only  will  be  changed;  they  wilt  find  their  way 
ioloibe  State  banks,  and  their  ability  to  discount 
will  be  iacreaied  pro  portion  ably  to  the  increase 
ofibeirdeposites.  Nor  am  I  atall  alarmed  atthe 
SDggesiioD,  that  eleven  millions  of  dollars  nrill  be 
drawn  out  of  the  country  by  the  British  capital- 
iiti,  because  it  will  not  be  their  interest  to  do  so. 
Their  dollars  are  worth  more  here  than  in  Qreat 
Britain.  If  drawn  there,  they  would  soon  be 
melted  down  into  their  depreciated  paper  circu- 
lation. Tliey  might  also  draw  bills  to  advan- 
tage, so  that  I  doubt  whether  an  additional  dollar 
wHl'be  shipped  from  the  country,  in  consequence 
of  the  rejectioti  of  this  bill.  Certainly  they  will 
not  lo  any  great  extent. 

I  will  now,  Mr.  President,  saggest  a  few  con- 
sideniions,  which  I  acknowledge  have  gieat  in- 
fluence on  my  mind  in  deciding  on  the  ezpedi' 
eaeyofthe  proposed  renewal  of  the  charter  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  I  do  it  with 
great  diffidence,  because  I  have  not  yet  heard 
ihem  suggested  by  any  other  geptleman ;  at  least 
not  precisely  aa  they  aSect  my  mind.  I  will, 
however,  present  them  to  the  Senate,  and  do  not 
Kiih  them  to  be  appreciated  beyond  what  they 
are  worth.  Tu  the  incorporation  of  a  bank  upon 
ibe  principlea  uow  proposed,  the  great  advantage 
10  Ibe  stockholders  consists  in  legalizing  their 
nedit,  and  authorizing  them  to  draw  an  interest 
00  it,  as  well  as  on  iheir  mooey.    Individuab 


can  obtain  interest  only  on  a  loan  of  money — the 
bank  is  authorized  to  obiain  interest  on  a  loan  of 
credit,  and  that  interest,  according  to  the  report- 
ed dividends  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales, 
bat  beeo  eight  per  cent,  per  annum;  and  it  is 
probable  it  will  continue  quite  as  high.  This 
advantage  is  not  confined  to  the  credit  arising' 
from  the  money  owned  by  the  stockholders;  but 
also' that  which  arises  from  the  deposites  of  money 
belongiug  to  other  people — nor  la  this  all;  It  ez- 
tenda  to  the  credit  which  arises  from  the  eaor- 
mous  deposites  of  public  money.  It  appears  froioi 
the  Secretary's  report,  that  seven  tenths  oftho' 
whole  slock  are  held  by  British  capiialisis;  per- 
haps the  proportion  is  greater,  bat  covered  in 
some  instances  by  American  names.  It  also  ap< 
pears,  that  they  will  have  enjoyed  the  full  term 
of  these  incorporated  advantages  on  the  4ih  of 
March  nezt;  of  course,  a  refusal  to  renew  them 
cannot  in  uny  respect  be  considered  as  a  depart- 
ure from  good  faith.  Now  I  can  see  neither  the 
policy  nor  expediency  of  eitendiog  these  favors 
and  advantages  voluniarily  to  these  foreigners 
for  twenty  years  in  exclusion  of  our  own  citi- 
zens; at  least  to  the  extent  of  the  foreign  capital 
now  invested  in  the  institution.  I  think,  sir,  at 
the  same  tirii&  1  can  see  very  strong  and  pecu- 
liar grounds  or  objection  to  the  policy  and  expe- 
diency of  Ibis  measure.  My  objection  arises 
from  the  enormous  British  inSuence,  which  no- 
toriously pervades  this  country;  aod,  I  believe, 
affects  the  proceedings  of  Government,  so  seri- 
ously, that  It  can  hardly  be  said  to  be  indepeud' 
ent.  1  verily  believe,  that  ihix  baneful  iuflueDce 
has  already  driven  the  Government  from  meas- 
ures which  the  best  interest  of  the  nation  re- 

Whilst  we  find  Great  Britain  claiming  ezela- 
sive  dominion  on  the  ocean,  possessed  of  ah  im- 
ense  mercantile  capital  and  pecuuiary  resour- 
s  almost  inezhausiible,  we  find  many  of  her 
bjects  intimately  connected  with  our  citizeas 
commercial  pursuits.    We  Gnd  many  mer- 
niile  houses  in  that  country  associated  with 
mercantile  houses  in  this,  so  much  so,  that  when 
hear  of  great  failures'  in  Liverpool,  we  may 
look  out  for  squalls  and  breakers  at  New  York. 
Not  only  has  this  influence  operated  on  the  peo- 
ple generally,  but  I  slate  it  as  my  firm  cooviction 
that  it  has  operated  and  now  operates  on  theGov- 
—  -lent  ol  the  United  Stales.     Is  this  mercan- 
eonnezion  the  only  source  of  influence? 
Not  at  all,  sir;  the  influence  accruing  to  Qreat 
"-''lin  from   the  identity   of  language,  from 
lug  British  books,  from  the  precedeots  de> 
1  irom  her  systems  of  jurisprudence,  incul- 
cated in  early  life — from  iniermarriages,  and  vari- 
ous other  circumslaoces,  paralyzes  the  efforts  of 
our  country,  and  almost  reduces  it  to  a  state  of 
colooal  dependence;  I  consider  this  bank  asgiv- 
iog  that  diversified  influence  a  body  aod  form 
for  action.    Have  we  not  been  told  that  this 
bank  has  been  so  operative,  is  to  elevate  or  de- 
press the  State  banks  el  pleasure?    As  to  eo- 
larjge  or  contract  the  circulating  medium  1     And 
is  It  desirable  that  such  in  engine  should   «xist 
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in  the  haods  of  rorerKDera?  Take  away  (bis  ia- 
'fluence,  aod  Grrat  BritaiLi  would  slana  aearlf 
■on  ibe  same  rooting  in  relaiioa  to  us,  that  any 
-other  oaiioD  Joes.  I  have  Dot  overlooked  the 
observations  of  the  geDtlemao  from  Georgia,  in 
relsiioD  to  this  subject.  He  observed,  if  there  be 
-  any  influeDce,  it  is  reciprocal  j  that  these  foreign- 
ers, having  funds  in  the  United  States'  Back, 
will  use  their -best  exertions  (o  procure  a  respect 
for  our  riRhls,  or  to  keen  the  two  nations  at 
peace.  I  believe  they  will;  but  whilst  ihey  may 
'  have  an  infloence  in  this  country,  they  will  have 
'  noiw  in  their  own.  The  influence  of  seven  mil' 
Miewt  of  dollars  will  not  be  felt  In  that  country, 
'«%ere  three  hundred  millions  are  annually  ex- 

?'nded;  although  it  will  have  much  weigbthere. 
here  is  then  no  reciprocation  of  influence,  as 
the  gentleman  suppofes.  I  would  ask  the  gen- 
tleman,  how  this  influence  has  been  heretofore 
exerted  in  practice  upon  the  two  Oovernmenia? 
Has  it  been  able  to  induce  Great  Britain  to  relax 
in  her  hostility  against  ua  in  the  smallest  degree? 
Has  i(  prevented,  or  repealed  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, &c.T  Has  it  saved  from  impressment  one 
American  sestnenT  Did  it  prevent  the  attack 
upon  the  Chesapeake?  In  shorty  baa  it  restrain- 
ea  the  hostile  arm  of  Great  Britain  from  any 
hostile  act,  &«.?  On  the  other  hand,  how  has 
it  acted  on  our  Government?  Has  it  not  been 
instrumental  in  paralyzing  every  eSbrt  of  resist- 
ing these  hostilities?  Haa  it  not  cooled  us  down 
to  astale  of  humble  submission,  &,c.?  These  are 
its  natural  practical  effects,  and  will  continue  to 
be  so.  I  am  very  far  from  wishing  to  interrupt 
ihe  harmony  and  friendship  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain,  provided  [hey  can  be 
preserved  on  honorable  terms,  but  not  by  subrais- 
aioD  brought  about  by  British  influence.  I  find  I 
have  trespassed  too  long  on  the  indulgence  of  the 


on;  and  I  will  pass  over  all  others. 

It  has  been  asked  by  one  gentleman  whether 
this  was  a  very  propitious  time  for  putting  an 
end  to  this  establishment.  I  admit  that  it  is  not; 
that  very  serious  embarrassments  attend  our 
commercial  operations.  The  sequestrations  of 
France,  the  British  Orders*  in  Council,  as  well 
as  the  interruptions  from  other  countries,  must 
have  had  a  very  serious  eflfect  on  our  commerce. 
I  regret  that  this  measure  is  called  for,  at  so  in- 
auspicious a  time.  1  am  willing  to  admit  that 
if  we  enfoTCtt  the  n  on -intercourse  the  pressure 
will  Dot  be  lessened.  But  are  these  circumstan- 
ces so  inauspicious,  as  to  warrant  us  in  passiog 
over  solemn  Consiiiuiional  obiections  ?  Are  they 
auch  as  to  warrant  us  in  still  further  increasing 
British  influence  in  the  nation  1  These  are  sen- 
otis  considerations;  and,  in  roy  judgment,  furnish 
strong  grounds  of  objection  to  the  policy  and  ex- 
pediency of  the  proposed  renewal  of  the  hank 
charter.  Gentlemen  may  speak  of  the  impartial- 
ity of  the  bank  as  they  please;  but  it  is  notorious 
that  it  has  always  been  hostile  to  all  measnres  di- 
rected against  England,  and  egvinsi  the  Adminis- 
tnlion  geDcrally;  evinced  in  the  choice  of  direc- 


tors, &c.  The  ^ntleman  from  Georgia  (Mr. 
CRAwrpBo)  feelingly  complained,  that  this  had 
artificiallv  been  made  a  party  question  by  the 
course  adopted  in  its  discussion.  I  fear  the  re- 
marlc  is  too  true;  that  this  discussion  partakes 
too  much  of  that  character.  I  have  endeavored 
to  exclude  every  idea  of  that  nature  from  the 
observations  |nst  made.  I  always  regret  to  see 
any  question,  in  discussion  before  this  honorable 
body,  asnume  the  character  of  parties.  Il  is  al- 
ways unwise  in  the  party  in  power  artificially  to 
create  party  questions.  It  reminds  me  of  the 
silly  boatswain,  who,  not  content  to  sail  easily 
along  before  a  pleasant  breeze,  puis  up  his  whis- 
tle for  a  storm,  which,  When  it  arrives,  upsets  his 
vessel,  and  sends  her  to  the  bottom.  It  is  oat 
duty  to  examine  every  question  solely  on  the 
ground  of  ri)jht  and  wrong.  In  this  country, 
that  party  will  keep  loneest  in  possession  of 
power,  wJiicb  shall  do  right  and  Bdminister  jus- 
tice regardless  of  all  other  considerations.  I  hope 
all  my  eflTorts  have  heretofore  tended  to  produce 
these  ends.  It  has  been  at  all  times  myobjeci  to 
search  out  right,  and  vigilantly  to  pursue  it,  re- 
gardless of  incidental  consequences.  Influenced 
solely  by  thexe  considerations^  I  have  endeavored 
to  give  this  subject  the  most  impartial  ioveatin- 
tion.  I  have  done  so  with  the  most  respecifol 
altentiouito  the  motives  and  reasonings  of  other 
gentlemen.  I  know  that  I  stand  much  in  need 
of  the  same  liberality  and  indulgence  myself, 
which,  I  hope  and  doubt  not,  I  snail  receive  ia 

When  Mr.  Giles  had  concluded,  the  Senate 
adjouTBed. 

Fhidat,  February  16. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  theiramend- 
menta  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for 
the  removal  of  the  land  office  established  at 
Nashville,  in  the  Stale  of  Tennessee,  and  Can- 
ton, in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  to  authorize  the 
Register  and  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys  to  su- 
perintend the  public  sales  of  land  in  the  dtsti 

»imr  nf  P^firT  nvpr  "  AWaari^fA  tn  Kv  f  hp  Mnnvi 


of  Pearl  river,"  disagreed  to  by  the  Honse'of 
Representatives;  and, after  progress,  the  further 
:j— .;._   .1. * poatponed  until  lo- 


consideration   thereof  v 


On  motion,  by  Mr.  AnDGBaoti,  the  Senate  re- 
sumed, ti  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  David  Porter,  a  commander  in 
tbe  Navy  of  the  United  States;  and,  on  motion, 
it  was  agreed  that  the  consideration  thereof  be 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  enable  the  Qeorgeiown  Poto- 
mac Bridge  Company  to  levy  money  for  the  ob- 
ject of  its  incorjroraiion;"  and  the  bill  haviof 
been  amended,  the  President  reported  it  to  the 
House  accordingly.  On  the  question^  Shall  this 
bill  be  DOW  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  as 
amended?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 
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The  Seoale  resumed,  as  ia  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  (o  amend  and  cODiioue  in  force 
u  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  iocorporaie  the  sub- 
tcrtbera  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,"  passed 
OD  the  25th  day  of  Febntsrv,  1791. 

Mr.  CLiv.— Mr.  President:  When  the  subject 
itiToired  in  ihe  motion  now  under  coDsideraiion 
was  depending  before  tbe  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature,  a  disposition  to  acquiesce  in  their  de- 
cision was  evinced.  Fch-  allhouiih  (he  committee 
who  reported  this  bill  had  been  raised  many  weeks 
prior  to  the  determination  of  that  Honse  on  tbe 
proposition  to  re-charter  tbe  bank,  except  the  oc- 
casional reference  toit  of  tnemorialsand  petitions, 
we  scarcely  erer  heard  of  il.  The  rejection,  it 
is  true,  of  a  measure  broocht  before  either  bfatich 
of  Congress,  doea  not  absolutely  prectode  the 
other  from  taking  upthesaroe  proposition;  but  the 
economy  of  our  time,  and  a  jost  deference  for 
the  opinion  of  others,  would  seem  to  recommend 
a  delicate  and  cautions  exercise  of  this  power. 
As  this  subject,  at  the  memorable  period  when 
the  charter  was  granted,  called  forth  the  best  tal- 
eniB  of  the  nation — as  it  has,  on  varions  occasions, 
undergone  the  most  thorough  inveaiigaiion.  and 
as  we  can  hardly  expect  that  it  is  stisceptibla  of 
receiving  any  farther  elucidation,  it  was  to  have 
been  hoped  that  we  should  bavebeen  spared  an  use- 
less debate,  Thia  was  the  more  desirable  because 
there  are,  I  conceire,  much  superior  claims  upon 
HI  for  every  hour  of  the  small  portion  of  Ihe  ses- 
sion yet  remaining  tons.  Under  the  operaiion 
of  these  motives,  1  had  resolved  to  give  a  silent 
Tote,  nntil  I  felt  myself  bound,  by  the  defying 
manner  of  the  arguments  advanced  in  support 
of  the  renewal,  to  obey  the  paramount  duties  I 
owe  my  eouotry  and  its  consiiiaiion ;  to  make  one 
eStrl,  noirever  feeble,  to'  avert  the  passage  of 
what  appears  to  me  a  most  nnjustifiable  law. 
After  my  honorable  friend  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Oitxa)  had  instructed  and  amused  us  with  the 
Tery  able  and  ingeoioQs  arzament  which  he  de- 
livered on  yesterday,  I  should  have  still  forborne 
to  trespass  on  the  Senate,  but  for  the  extraordi- 
nary ekaracler  of  bis  speech.  He  discossed  both 
sides  of  the  question,  with  great  ability  and  elo- 

?;oence,  and  certainly  demonstrated  to  the  saijs- 
iciioa  of  ail  who  heard  him,  both  that  it  was 
Constitutional  and  DDConstilutional,  highly  pro- 
per and  improper  to  prolong  the  charter  of  the 
bank.  The  honorable  gentleman  appeared  to  me 
in  the  predicament  in  which  the  celebrated  orator 
of  VirgioiB,  Patrick  Henry,  is  said  to  have  been 
once  placed.  Engased  in  a  most  extensive  and 
lucrative  practice  of  the  law,  he  mistook  in  one 
instance  the  side  of  the  cause  on  which  he  was 
retained,  and  addressed  Ihe  eon rt  and  jury  in  a 
very  splendid  and  eoaviocing  speech  in  behalf 
of  hisantaToniAt.  His  distracted  client  came  up 
to  him  whilst  he  was  progre»sing,  and  interrnpi- 
iDg  him,  bitterly  exclaimed,  "you  have  undone 
tne  !  you  have  mined  me!" — "Never  mind,  give 
yourself  no  concern,"  said  Ihe  adroit  advocate; 
and  turniog  to  the  coart  and  jury,  continued  his 
argument  by  observing, "  May  il  please  your  hon- 


ors, and  you,  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  I  have  beea 
stating  to  you  what  I  presume  my  adversary  mar 
urge  on  bis  side.  I  will  now  show  you  how  fal- 
laciousbjsreasoningandgroundlesshis  pretensions 
are."  The  skilful  orator  proceeded,  satisfactorily 
refuted  every  argument  he  had  advanced,  and 
gained  his  cause  I  A  success  with  which  I  trust 
the  exertion  of  my  honorable  friend  will  on  this 
occasion  be  crowned. 

It  has  been  said  by  the  honorable  genlleman 
from  Oeorgia  (Mr.  CaAWroau)  that  this  has  beeit 
made  a  parly  question,  although  (he  law  incor- 
porating the  bank  was  passed  prior  to  to  the  for- 
mation of  parties,  and  when  Congress  was  not 
biassed  by  party  prejudices.  [Mr.  CnAWPoan 
explained.  He  did  not  mean  that  it  had  been 
made  a  party  question  in  the  Senate.  His  atla- 
sion  was  elsewhere.]  I  ia  not  think  it  altogether 
fair  to  refer  to  the  discussions  in  the  House  of 
Represen(a(ives,  as  gentlemen  belonging  to  that 
body  have  no  opportunity  of  defending  themselvea 
here.  It  is  true  (hat  this  law  was  not  the  effect, 
but  it  is  no  less  true  that  it  was  one  of  the  causes 
of  the  political  divisioos  of  this  country.  And 
if,  during  the  agitation  of  the  present  question, 
the  renewal  has,  on  one  side,  been  opposed  on 
parly  principles,  let  me  ask  if,  on  the  other^t  has 
noibeeo  ad  vocaiedonsimilar  principles?  Where 
is  the  Macedonion  phalanx,  the  opposition  in 
Congress?  1  believe,  sir,  I  shall  not  incur  the 
charge  of  presumptuous  prophecy,  when  I  pre- 
dict that  we  shall  not  pick  up  from  its  ranks  one 
single  stragglerl  And  if,  on  this  occasion,  my 
worthy  friend  from  Georgia  has  ^one  over  into 
the  camp  of  the  enemy,  is  it  kind  in  him  to  look 
back  upon  his  former  friends,  and  rebuke  tham 
for  the  fidelity  with  which  (hey  adhere  to  their 
old  principles? 

I  shall  not  stop  to  examine  how  far  a  repreaen- 
tative  is  bound  by  the  instructions  of  his  constit- 
uents. This  is  a  question  between  the  giver  and 
receiver  of  the  instraccions.  But  1  must  be  per- 
mitted to  express  my  surprise  at  the  pointed  dif- 
ference which  has  been  made  between  the  opin- 
ions and  instructions  of  State  Legislatures,  and 
the  opinions  and  details  of  the  deputations  with 
which  we  have  been  surrounded  from  Philadel- 
phia. Whilst  the  resolutions  of  those  Legislatures 
—known,  tegilimaie.  Coostiiutiona!  and  deliber- 
ative bodies — have  been  thrown  into  the  back 
ground,  and  their  interference  regarded  as  officious, 
these  delegations  from  self-created  societies,  com- 
posed of  wliom  nobody  knows,  have  been  received 
by  the  committee  with  the  utmost  complaisance. 
Their  communications  have  been  treasured  up 
with  the  greatest  dilijfence.  Never  did  the  Del- 
phic priests  collect  with  more  holy  care  the  fran- 
tic exprmsions  of  tbeagiiated  Pylhia,  or  expound 
them  with  more  solemniiy  to  the  astooiBheU  Gre- 
cians, than  has  the  Committee  gathered  the  opin* 
ions  and  testimony  of  these  deputies,  and  through 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  pompously 
detailed  them  to  (he  Senate!  Fhiladelpbta  has 
her  immediate  representatives,  capable  of  express- 
ing her  wishes  upon  the  floor  of  the  other  House. 
If  it  be  improper  for  States  to  obwnde  upon  Con- 
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zreas  tbeir  HaiiEQents,  it  it  much  more  bigblf  ■ 
foi  [be  uaauthorized  depuiiea  of  foriuiioui  eoi 


ID  this  bill  is  tbe  new  and  udcoDBtitDtioDtl  veto 
which  it  estabLishes.    The  CoDsiiiuiioa  h»i 
quired  only,  that  afier  bills  have  paswi!  tbe  Hi 
of  Represeoiatives  and  the  Senate,  they  shall  be 
preEeoted  to  the  Pfetideol  for  his  approval  or  re- 
leeiioD,  and  bii  determiaation  is  [o  be  made  known 
m  ten  days.    But  tbis  bill  provides,  that  when 
all  the  CoDsiitulional  sanctions  are  obiaioed,  and 
when  accoiding  to  the  nxual  rauline  of  legisti- 
tioD  it  ought  to  be  considered  as  a  law,  it  is  lo  be 
sabmiited  to  a  new  branch  of  the  Legislature,  c 
nisting  of  ibe  President  and  iweniy-four  Dii 
tors  of  tbe  Bank  of  tbe  Uai(ed   States,  holding 
their  seBsians  in  Philadelphia,  and  if  they  please 
10  approve  it,  why  then  it  is  to  become  a  law  1 
And  toree  months  ftbe  term  allowed  by  our  Is' 
of  May  last,  to  one  of  the  great  belligerents  ft 
rerokine  his  edicts,  after  tbe  other  shall  have  r< 
pealed  his)  are  granted  tbem  to  decide  whethi 
an  act  of  Congress  shall  be  the  law  of  tbe  land 
or  noil    An  act  which  is  said  to  be  indispensa- 
bly necessary  to  our  salvBtioD,  and  without  tbe 
passage  of  which,  universal  distress  and  bink- 
tupicy  are  lo  pervade  the  country.    Remember, 
sir,  that  tbe  booorable  gentleman  from  Qeorgia 
has  contended  that  tbis  charter  is  no  contract. 
Does  it,  then,  become  tbe  represenlatirea  of  the 
nation  to  leave  the  nation  at  the  meicy  of  a  eor- 

E ration?  Ought  the  impending  calamities  to 
left  to  the  hazard  of  a  contingent  remedy  1 
This  ragiant  power  to  erect  a  bank,  after  bar- 
ing wandeied  throughout  the  whole  Constitution 
ia  quest  of  some  congeoisi  spot  whereupon  to 
fasten,  has  been  at  lengib  located  by  the  penile- 
man  from  Oeorgia  on  that  provision,  which  au- 
thorizes Congress  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  &c. 
Id  1791,  the  power  is  referred  to  one  part  of  the 
instrument;  tn  1811,  to  another.  Sometimes  it 
is  alleged  to  be  deducible  from  tbe  power  to  regu- 
latecommerce.  Hard  pressed  here,  it  disappears, 
and  shows  itself  under  tbe  grant  to  coin  money. 
The  sasacious  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  1791 
pursued  (be  wisest  course— he  has  taken  shelter 
Dehind  eeneral.  high  sounding,  and  imposing 
terms.  He  has  declared,  in  the  preamble  lo  the 
act  establishing  the  bank,  that  it  will  be  very 
conducive  to  the  successful  conduciiog  of  the 
national  finances;  will  tend  to  give  facility  to  tbe 
obiaining  of  loans,  and  will  be  productive  of  con- 
siderable advantage  to  trade  and  industry  in  gen- 
eral. No  allusion  is  made  to  ihe  collection  of 
Uxes.  What  is  tbe  nature  of  this  Qovernraeot? 
it  is  emphatically  federal,  vested  with  an  aggre- 
gate of  speciBed  powers  for  general  purposes, 
conceded  by  ezistiog  sovereignties,  who  have 
themselves  retained  what  is  not  so  conceded.  It 
is  said  that  there  are  cases  in  which  it  ninst  act 
on  implied  powers.  Tbis  is  not  controvetted, 
but  the  implication  must  be  necessary,  and  obvi- 
ODsly  flow  from  the  enumerated  power  with 
which  it  is  allied.  Tbe  power  to  charter  com- 
panies ia  not  specified  in  the  grant,  and  I  contend 


ei^nl 


is  of  a  nature  not  Iraaarerable  by  mere  implica- 
lion.  It  is  one  of  the  moiit  ezalied  attributes  of 
sovereignty.  In  tbe  exercise  of  this  gigantic 
power  we  have  seen  an  East  India  Company 
created,  which  has  carried  dismay,  desolation, 
and  death  throughout  oneof  tbe  largest  portions  of 
the  habitable  world.  A  company  which  is,  in 
itself,  a  sovereignty — which  has  subverted  em- 
pires and  set  up  new  dynasties — and  has  not  only 
made  war,  but  war  against  its  legitimate  sovet- 
I  Under  the  influence  af  this  power,  we 
m  arise  a  South  Sea  Company,  and  a 
Mississippi  Company,  that  distracted  and  con- 
vulsed all  Europe,  and  menaced  a  toial  overthrow 
of  all  credit  and  confidence,  and  universal  bank- 
ruptcy. Is  it  to  be  imagined  that  a  power  so 
vast  would  have  been  left  by  the  wisdom  of  the 
Constitution  to  doubtful  inference?  It  has  been 
alleged  that  there  are  man^  instances,  in  the 
Constitution,  where  powers,  m  their  nature  inci- 
dental, and  which  would  have  necessarily  rested 
along  with  the  principal  power,  are  nevertheless 
expressly  eonmeraied ;  and  the  power  "  to  make 
rules  and  reglilalions  for  the  government  of  the 
land  and  naval  forces,"  which,  it  is  said,  is  inci- 
dental lo  the  power  to  raise  armies  and  provide 
a  navy.  Is  given  as  an  example.  What  does 
this  prove?  How  extremely  cautious  the  Con- 
vention were  to  leave  as  little  as  possible  to  im- 
plication. In  all  cases  where  incidental  powers 
are  acted  upon,  the  principal  and  incidental 
ought  to  be  congenial  with  each  other,  and  par- 
take of  a  common  nature.  The  incidental  power 
ought  to  be  strictly  subordinate  and  limiied  to 
tbe  end  proposed  to  be  attained  by  the  specified 
power.  In  other  words,  under  the  name  of  ac- 
complishing one  object  which  is  specified,  tbe 
power  implied  ought  not  to  be  made  to  embrace 
other  objects,  which  are  not  specified  in  (he 
Constitution.  If  then  yon  could  establish  a  bank 
to  collect  and  distribute  the  revenue,  it  ought  to 
be  expressly  restricted  to  the  purpose  of  such 
collection  and  dislribulion.  It  is  mockery,  worse 
than  usurpation,  lo  establish  it  for  a  lawful  ob- 
ject, and  then  extend  it  to  other  objects  which 
not  lawful.  In  deducing  the  power  to  create 
corporations,  such  as  I  have  described  it,  from 
tbe  power  to  collect  taxes^  tbe  relation  and  cod- 
diiion  of  principal  and  incident  ate  prostrated 
and  destroyed.  The  accessory  is  exalted  above 
Ihe  principal.  As  well  might  it  be  said  that  the 
great  luminary  of  day  is  an  accessory,  a  sattelite 
to  the  humblest  star  that  twinkles  forth  its  feeble 
light  in  the  firmament  of  heaven  ! 

Suppose  the  Constitution  had  been  silent  as  to 
an  individual  department  of  ihis  Goveromenl, 
;ould  you,  under  the  power  to  lay  and  collect 
:axes,  establish  a  judiciary  ?  I  presume  not;  but 
Tyou  could  deiive  tbe  power  by  mere  implica- 
:iDQ,  could  you  vest  it  with  any  other  authority 
than  lo  enforce  the  collection  of  the  revenue  7 
A  bank  is  made  for  the  ostensible  purpose  of  aid- 
ing in  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  and  whila  it 
is  engaged  in  ibis,  tbe  most  inferior  and  subordi- 
nate of  all  its  functions,  it  is  made  to  diffaio 
itself  tbtongbout  society,  and  to  influence  all  the 
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gnat  opcntioDt  of  credit,  eiroulatioD,  aod  eom- 
merer.  Like  ibe  Virginia  jastiee,  jatx  tell  the 
miD,  whose  turicejr  had  been  itoten,  that  your 
book  of  precedeDls  futoisbes  do  form  tot  hii  caie, 
bat  then  you  w^ill  Kraat  faim  a  precept  to  search 
for  a  cow,  and  when  looking  for  that  he  may 
ponibly  Bad  hit  turkey  1  You  say  to  thi*  corpo- 
laiion,  WB  cannoi  authorize  you  to  diieount — to 
emit  ]Mper — to  regalate  comraerce,  te.  Not 
Our  book  has  do  precedetKs  of  that  kind.  But 
then  we  can  authorize  fou  to  collect  the  .reve- 
nue, and,  while  occopied  with  that,  yon  inif  do 
whatever  elae  you  pleaFtt 

What  is  a  corporation  tuch  ai  the  bill  eoDtem- 
plaiesl  It  li  a  iplendid  atsociation  offaror«d 
individnalt,  taken  from  tbe  mass  of  society,  sod 
invealed  with  exemptioDi  and  lurrounded  by  im- 
manitiet  aod  pnVilegea.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Mawachusetta  [Mr,  LlotdI  has  said 
tliai  the  origiaal  law,  eMablisfaiDg  the  bank,  was 
justly  liable  to  the  objection  ofvestiiiK  in  that 
iDEtitution  an  exclusive  privilege,  the  faith  of  the 
GoTernment  being  pledged  that  no  other  bank 
■bonid  be  authorized  during  ita  existence.  This 
objection  he  supposes  is  obviated  bv  the  bill 
under  consideration;  but  all  corporations  enjoy 
exelosive privileges — that  isjthe corporators  have 
privileres  which  no  others  possess;  aod  if  yon 
create  fifty  corporations  instead  of  one.  you  have 
only  fifty  privileged  bodies  instead  of  one. 

I  contend  that  tbe  States  hare  the  exclaiive 
power  to  regulate  contracts,  to  declare  the  ca- 
pacities and  iDcapacities  to  contract,  and  to  pro- 
vide aa  to  tbe  extent  of  responsibiliiy  of  debtors  lo 
their  creditors.  If  Oongreu  have  the  power  to 
erect  an  artificial  body  and  say  it  shall  be  endowed 
with  the  attribute*  of  an  individuBl— if  yon  can 
bestow  oa  this  object  of  your  own  creation  the 
ability  10 coatraet,  may  you  not,  in  contravention 
of  State  rights,  confer  upon  slaves,  infants,  and 
femeecovert,  the  ability  to  con  tract?  And  if  you 
hate  the  power  to  say  that  an  association  of  indi- 
viduals ahall  berespoDsiblefor  their  debts  only  in 
a  certain  limited  degree,  what  is  to  prevent  en 
eitensioD  of  a  similar  exemption  lo  individuals? 
Where  is  the  limitation  upon  this  power  to  set 
Dp  corporations  T  You  establish  one,  in  the  heart 
ef  a  State,  the  basis  of  whose  capital  is  money. 
Tou  may  erect  others  whose  capital  shall  consist 
of  land,  slaves,  and  ^rsooal  estate,  and  ihni  the 
whole  property  within  the  jnrlsJiclion  of  a  Btale 
might  be  absorbed  by  these  political  bodies. 
The  existing  bank  contends  that  it  is  beyond  tbe 

ewer  of  a  State  to  tax  it,  and  if  this  pretension 
well  foiuided,  i(  is  in  the  power  of  Congress, 
by  chartering  companies,  to  dry  up  the  whole  of 


The  United  States  own  a  great  deal  of  land  in 
the  Slate  of  Ohio;  can  this  Gh)  vet  nment,  for  the 
purpose  of  creating  an  ability  to  purchase  ii, 
chatter  a  company  1  Aliens  are  forbidden,  I  be^ 
lieve,  io  that  State,  lo  hold  real  estate — could 
you,  in  order  to  nultiply  pateluuertj  caofer  upon 


them  the  capacity  to  hold  land,  in  derogailan  of 
the  local  Jaw?  I  imagine  this  will  hardly  be  in- 
sisted upon  ;  and  yet  there  exists  a  more  obvious 
coBnexion  between  the  undoubted  power,  which 
is  posseued  by  this  Oovernmenl,  lo  sell  its  land, 
and  the  means  of  executing  that  power,  by  in- 
creasing the  demand  in  the  market,  than  there  is 
between  this  bank  and  tbe  collection  of  a  lax. 
This  Qoveramenl  has  the  power  to  levy  taxes^ 
to  raise  armies — provide  a  navy — make  wai^reg- 
utate  commerce — coin  money,  &c.  It  would  not 
be  difficult  to  show  as  intimate  a  connexion  be- 
iween  a  corporation,  established  for  any  purpose 
whatever,  and  some  one  or  other  of  those  great 

Kwera,  as  there  is  between  the  revenue  and  the 
ink  of  the  Utiited  States.  ' 
Let  ns  inquire  into  the  actual  participation  of 
this  bank  in  tbe  collection  of  the  revenue.  Prior 
10  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1800,  requiring  the 
collectors  of  those  ports  of  entry,  at  which  the 
principal  bank  or  any  of  its  offices  are  situated, 
to  deposite  with  ihem  the  custom-house  bonds,  it 
had  not  the  smallest  agency  in  tbe  collection  of 
the  duties.  During  almost  one  moiety  of  the 
period  to  which  the  extstenee  of  this  institution 
was  limited,  it  was  noways  instrumental  in  the 
collection  of  that  revenue,  to  which  it  is  now  be- 
come indispensable  I  The  collection,  previous  to 
1800,  was  made  eutirelv  by  the  collectors;  and 
even  at  prtsent,  where  inere  is  one  poriof  eoinr, 
at  which  this  bank  is  employed,  there  are  eight 
or  ten  at  which  the  collection  is  made  as  it  was 
before  1800.  And,  sir,  what  does  this  bank  or 
its  branches  when  resort  is  had  lo  it  ?  It  does  not 
adjust  with  the  merchant  the  amount  of  tbe  duty, 
ncr  take  his  bond  j  nor,  if  tbe  bond  is  not  paid, 
coerce  the  payment  by  distress  or  otherwise.  In 
fact  it  has  no  active  agency  whatever  in  the  col- 
lection. Its  operation  is  merely  passive;  that  is, 
if  the  obligor,  after  his  bond  is  placed  in  the  bank, 
discharges  it,  all  is  very  well.  Such  is  the 
mighiv  aid  afforded  by  this  tax-gatherer,  with' 
out  wnich  the  Qovernment  cannot  get  alongl 
Again,  il  is  not  pretended  that  the  very  limited 
aisisunce  which  this  insiimiion  does  in  truth 
render,  extends  to  any  other  than  a  single  species 
of  tax,  that  is  duties,  la  the  collection  of  the 
excise,  the  direct  and  other  internal  taxes,  no  aid 
was  derived  from  any  bank.  It  is  true,  in  the 
collection  of  those  taxes,  the  farmer  did  not  ob- 
tain the  same  indulgence  which  the  merchant 
receives  in  paying  duties.  But  what  obliges 
CoDsreas  to  give  credit  at  all?  Could  it  not  de- 
mand prompt  payment  uf  tbe  duties?  And  in 
fact  does  it  not  so  demand  in  many  instances? 
Wbeiber  credit  is  given  or  not,  is  a  matter  merely , 
of  discretion.  If  it  be  a  facility  to  mercantile 
operations  (as  I  presume  it  is)  it  aught  to  be 
granted.  But  I  deny  the  right  to  ingisft  upon  it 
a  bank,  which  you  would  not  otherwise  have  the 
power  to  erect.  You  cannot  create  the  neceasi- 
ty  of  a  bank,  and  then  plead  that  necessity  for 
its  establishment.  In  the  administraiion  of  the 
finances,  the  bank  aeu  simply  as  ^W^'  >od  re- 
ceiyer.  The  Secteury  of  the  Trwwury  baa 
money  in  New  York  and  want*  it  m  CbatleaUn; ' 
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the  bank  will  furowh  him  with  a  cli«ek,  or  bill, 
to  make  the  remittaDce,  which  anj'  meichaDl 
would  da  jtiit  as  well, 

I  will  now  proceed  to  show  fa;  Taot,  actual  ea- 
periFDce,  Dot  iheorelic  reBMniog,  bat  by  the  lec- 
ords  iheinselTea  of  the  Treasury,  thai  ibe  opera- 
tioaa  of  that  departmeDt  may  be  hi  well  cod- 
dacted  witbout  as  with  this  bank.  The  delmioD 
bai  eonsialed  in  tbe  uae  of  certain  high-aoaading 
phrases,  dcxleroudr  u*ed  on  theoocasioD.  "The 
collection  of  the  revenue^' — "The  adminiatration 
of  tbe  fioance" — ''The  conducCinf  the  Steal 
nfiain  of  the  Qorernmeiit,"  the  usual  laoguagc 
of  tbe  advocates  of  tbe  bank,  eitott  express  as- 
■ent,  or  awe  into  acquieraence,  without  inqoiry 
or  exnminalioo  into  its  necessity.  About  tbe 
«omin«Dcement  of  ibis  year  there  appears,  by 
the  raport  of  the  Seoietary  of  the  Treasury  of  tbe 
7th  of  January,  to  have  been  a  little  upwards  of 
two  millions  four  hundred  tboosand  dollars  in  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States;  and  more  than 
one-third  of  this  whole  sum  wa«  InibeTauIti 
of  local  banks.  Id  several  instances,  where  an  ep- 
portnnitr  existed  of  selecting  the  bank,  a  prefer- 
1  has  been  given  to  the  State  bank,  or  at 


deposited  with  the  MaDbattan  Bank  9188,670, 
aUbongb  a  branch  bank  is  in  that  city.  In  thia 
Diatiiot,  9115,080  were  deposited  with  the  Bank 
of  Columbia,  althoagb  here  alio  is  a  branoli  bank, 
Bad  yet  the  State  banks  are  utterly  unsafe  to  be 
tnisted  I  If  tbe  money,  after  the  bonds  are  col- 
laaled,  is  thoi  plaead  with  these  bankt^  I  presume 
ther«  GUI  be  no  difficulty  in  placing  tbe  bonds 
themaelves  there,  if  they  mast  be  deposited  with 
aome  bank  for  collection,  which  1  deny. 

Again,  one  of  the  most  impoitant  and  compli- 
cated hreBcbes  of  tbe  Treasnry  Department  is 
the  management  of  our  landed  Byatem.  Tbe 
sale*  have  some  rears  amonnled  to  upwards  of 
half  a  million  of  dollars,  are  generally  made  upon 
ereditj  and  yet  no  bank  wbaterer  is  made  use  of 
to  facilitate  the  colleotioD.  After  it  is  made,  tbe 
amount  in  some  iostaneei  bas  bean  deposited  with 
banks,  and  according  (o  the  Secretary's  report, 
which  I  have  before  advened  to.  the  amount  so 
deposited  was  in  January  upwards  of  three  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  not  one  cent  of  which  was 
IB  tbe  vaults  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
orin  any  of  its  branches,  but  in  the  Bankof  Penn- 

alvania,  its  branch  at  Pitisburg,  tbe  Marietta 
ink,  and  the  Kentucky  Bank.  Upon  tbe  point 
of  respoDsibiilty,  I  cannot  subscribe  to  the  opin- 
ion of  (be  Secretary  of  [he  Treasury,  if  it  is 
meant  that  tbe  ability  to  pay  the  amouai  of  any 
depoeiies  which  the  Ciovernment  may  make  under 
any  exigency,  is  greater  than  that  of  tbe  Slate 
hanks;  that  tbe  accountability  of  a  ramified  in- 
alitutioD,  wboee  affairs  are  managed  by  a  tingle 
head,  responsible  for  all  its  memherL  is  more 
eiropie,  than  that  of  a  number  of  independent 
and  unconnected  establishments,  I  shall  not  deny ; 
bat.  wiih  regard  to  safety.  I  am  strongly  inclined 
to  think  it  is  on  the  side  of  the  local  banks.  The 
«orrnptian  or  miseoodoct  of  tbe  paient,  or  any 


of  its  branches,  may  baokrapt  oi  destroy  the 
whole  system,  and  the  loss  of  tbe  Ooverament 
ia  that  event  will  be  of  the  deposits)  made  with 
each;  whereas  in  the  failare  of  one  State  bank 
the  loss  will  be  confined  to  tbe  depoeite  in  tbe 
vBUlliof  that  hank.  It  is  said  to  hare  been  a 
part  ot  Burr's  plan  to  seize  on  the  branch  bank 
at  New  Orleans.  At  that  period  large  sums,  im< 
ported  from  La  Vera  Cruz,  are  alleged  to  bars 
been  deposited  with  it,  and  if  the  traitor  had  ao- 
complished  his  desiijB,  the  Bankof  the  United 
Stales,  if  not  actually  bankrupt,  might  have  beea 
constrained  lo  stop  payment  ' 

It  is  urged  by  tbe  geQileaan  from  Massachu- 
setts, (Mr.  Li^TD,]  that  as  ibis  nation  progresses 
in  Gommeroe,  wealth,  and  populaitoi,  new  ener- 
gies will  be  unfolded,  new  wants  and  exigenciea 
will  arise,  and  beace  he  infers  ibat  powers  maat 
be  implied  from  tbe  Ooasliiution.  But,  sir,  the 
question  is,  uball  we  siieicb  the  instrument  to 
embrace  cases  not  fairly  witbin  its  scope,  or  shaU 
we  resort  to  that  remedy,  by  amendmept,  which 
tbe  Constiiuiion  presaribesT 

Oentlemen  oooieod  that  the  construction  which 
ibey  give  to  tbe  Consiiiutioo  has  been  ae^iesced 
in  by  all  parlies,  and  under  all  Administrations ; 
and  they  rely  particularly  oa  an  act  wbicb  passed 
in  1804,  for  extendioK  a  branch  to  New  Ortnos, 
and  anolber  act,  of  1807,  for  punishing  those  who 
should  forge  or  utter  forged  paper  of  tbe  bank. 
With  regard  to  the  first  law,  paseed  no  doubt 
Upon  ihe  tecommeodation  of  [he  Treaaury  De- 
partineDl,  I  would  remark,  that  it  was  the  exten- 
sion of  a  branch  [o  a  Territory,  over  which 
Congress  possesses  power  of  legislation  almost 
uncontrolled,  and  where,  without  any  Coastitn- 
lional  impediment,  charters  of  incorporation  maf 
be  granled.  As  to  ibe  other  act,  it  was  passed 
no  less  for  tbe  benefit  of  the  community  than  lh« 
bank— to  protect  the  ignorant  and  unwary  froio 
counterfeit  papei,  purporting  to  bare  been  emitted 
by  the  bank.  When  gentlemen  are  claiming  the 
advantage  supposed  lo  ha  deducible  from  acqui- 
escence, let  me  inquire  what  they  would  hava 
bed  those  to  have  done  who  believed  the  estab- 
lisbment  of  tbe  bank  an  encroachment  upon  Sinio 
rights?  Were  they  to  have  resiiied,  and  how) 
By  force  1  Upon  the  change  of  parties,  in  l&OO, 
it  must  be  well  recollected  ihat  the  greaMst  tar 
lamities  were  predicted  as  consequences  of  that 
event.  Inieniiocs  were  escribed  lo  the  new  occu- 
pants of  power  of  violating  the  public  faith  and 
prostrating  nalional  credit.  Under  such  circum- 
stances, that  Ihey  should  act  with  great  cirenm- 
spection  was  quite  natural.  They  saw  in  full 
operation  a  bank,  ebariered  by  a  CongieBs  who 
had  as  much  right  to  judge  of  their  Constiiutional 
powers  as  their  successors.  Had  they  revoked 
the  law  wbiob  gave  it  exisience,  the  institution 
would,  in  all  pruhabiliiy,  have  continued  to  trans- 
act business  notwithstanding.  Tbe  Judiciary- 
would  have  been  appealed  lo ;  and,  from  the 
known  opinions  and  predilections  of  tbe  judges 
then  composing  it,  they  would  have  pronounced 
the  act  of  incorporation,  as  in  the  nature  of  a 
conliaet,  beyond  tbe  repealing  power  of  any  aiM- 
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tetiiOf  LegiilatDre.  And,  lir,  what  t  scene  of 
eoorusian  would  Eiich-a  state  of  tbiags  hare  pre- 
KDled — an  act  of  Congreas,  which  was  law  in 
iba  acatuie  book,  and  a  Dnllily  ob  the  jodicial 
reeordsl  Was  it  not  wisest  to  wait  the  natural 
diuolatioD  of  the  corporation,  rather  thao  accel- 
trate  that  erent  by  a  repealiog  law  InTolviof  to 
msny  delicate  considerations? 

Wheo  geatlemen  aiierapl  to  carry  ibis  mMsore 
apoo  the  gronnd  of  acquiescence  or  precedent,  do 
they  forget  that  we  are  not  io  Westcninster  Hall  t 
In  courts  of  justice,  the  utility  of  ttDiformity  of 
decision  exacts  of  the  judge  a  eonrormity  to  the 
adjudieation  of  bis  prrdecesBOr.  Id  the  interpre- 
tation iind  admtnistraiiim  of  the  law,  this  practice 
is  wiee  and  proper;  and  without  it,  ererything 
deppoding  upon  the  caprice  of  the  judge,  we 
ahonld  have  no  seenrity  for  our  deareat  rights. 
It  is  far  otherwise  when  applied  to  the  source  of 
legislHiioD.  Here  no  rule  exists  hut  ibe  Consti- 
totion  ;  aad  lo  legislate  npon  ibe  ground  merely 
that  our  predecessors  thought  tbemselres  author- 
ized, under  similar  circumstances,  to  lesislale,  ii 
to  sanctify  error  and  perpf  mate  usurpalion.  But 
if  we  are  to  be  anbjecled  to  tbe  trammela  of  pre- 
cedents, I  claim,  on  the  other  hand,  the  benefit  of 
the  restrioiioRB  under  which  the  intelligent  judge 
eaorioDsly  receirea  them.  It  is  an  established 
rule,  tfaai  to  give  lo  a  prerious  adjudication  any 
effect,  the  mind  of  the  judge  who  pronounced  tl 
tousi  have  been  awakened  to  the  subject,  sod  il 
mnst  bsTc  been  a  deliberate  opinion  formed  after 
full  argument.  In  technical  language,  it  must 
not  have  been  tub  giletaio.  Now,  the  acts  of 
1804  and  1S07,  relied  upon  as  pledges  for  tbe  Te- 
ehartering  this  company,  passed  not  only  without 
any  discussions,  whatcTer,  of  the  Constitutional 
power  of  Congress  to  establish  a  bank,  but  I  Ten- 
lure  to  say,  without  a  single  member  having  had 
bis  attention  drawn  lo  this  question,  f  had  the 
honor  of  B  seat  in  the  Senate  when  the  latter  law 
passed;  probably  voted  for  it;  and  I  declare,  with 
the  ntmost  sincerity,  that  I  never  once  thought 
of  that  point  t  and  I  appeal  confideutly  to  every 
hoaorabte  member  who  was  then  present  to  say 
if  that  was  not  his  situation. 

This  doctrine  of  precedents,  applied  to  the  Le- 
gidatare,  appears  to  me  to  be  fraucbt  with  the 
most  mischievous  eonseqnences.  The  great  ad- 
vantage of  our  system  of  government  over  all 
others  is,  that  we  hare  a  written  Constitution 
deSning  its  limits  and  prescribing  its  aniborities; 
and  that,  bowerer  for  a  time  faction  mar  con* 
vnlse  the  nation,  and  passion  and  party  prejudice 
■way  it«  fooetionaries,  the  season  of  resection 
will  recur,  when  calmly  retracing  their  deeds, 
and  all  aberratioits  from  fundamental  princinlc 
will  be  corrected.  But  once  inbstitnte  practice 
for  principle,  the  expositions  of  the  Constitution 
for  the  test  of  tbe  Constitniioo^.  and  in  vain  shall 
we  look  for  the  instrument  in  the  tnstrumeol 
iiaeir.  It  will  be  as  diffused  and  intangible  as 
the  pretended  Constitalion  of  England;  and  it 
must  be  sought  for  In  the  statute  hook,  in  tbe 
fugitive  journals  of  Congress,  and  in  reports  of 
the  SMteury  of  the  Treaanry.    What  woold  be 


our  condition  if  we  were  to  take  the  tnterpreta- 
tiofls  given  to  that  sacred  book,whic)i  is  or  ought 
to  be  tbe  criterion  of  oar  faith  for  tbe  hook  itself} 
We  should  ind  the  Holy  Bible  buried  beneath 
the  interprelBtioDS.  eloases,  and  comments  of 
countils,  synods,  and  learned  divine^ which  tuve 
produced  swarms  of  inioleraoi  and  furious  sects, 
partaking  leas  of  the  mildness  and  meekness  of 
ibeir  origin  than  of  a  rindiotive  spirit  of  hostility 
towards  each  other.  They  ought  to  afford  us  a 
solemn  war oing  to  make  that  Constitution,  which 
we  have  sworn  to  support,  onr  invariable  guide. 
I  coueeive,  then,  sir.  that  we  are  not  empow- 
ered by  the  Constitntion,  nor  bound  by  any  prac- 
tice under  it,  to  renew  iha  charter  of  this  bank, 
and  I  might  bore  rest  the  argutneot.  But,  aa 
there  are  strong  obieetioos  to  the  renewal  npon 
the  score  of  expediency,  and  as  the  disireases 
wbioh   will  auend  the  dissolution  of  the  baalc 


idulgence  Tor  a  few  moments  longer.  That 
le  temporary  ineonrenience  will  arise,  I  shall 
deny ;  but  most  gronadlesslv  have  the  recent 
Lires  in  New  York  been  attriotited  to  the  dis- 
contiDUanca  of  this  bank.  As  well  might  von 
ascribe  to  that  cause  [be  failures  of  Amsterdam 
and  Hamburg,  of  London  and  Liverpool.  Tbe 
embarrasmentsof  commerce,  the  se^uestratioD  in 
France,  the  Danish  captures— an  fine,  the  belli- 
aerent  edicts  are  the  obvious  sources  of  these 
failures.  Their  immediate  oause  is  the  return  ol 
bills  upon  London,  drawn  upon  the  faith  of  un- 
productive or  nnprofliable  shipments.  Yes,  air, 
the  protests  of  the  notaries  of  London,  not  thoM 
of  New  York,  have  occasioned  tbete  bankrapt- 
cies. 

The  power  of  a  nation  is  said  to  eoniist  in  tk« 
sword  aad  the  purse.  Perhaps,  at  last,  all  power 
is  resolvable  into  that  of  the  purse,  for  with  it 
you  may  command  almost  everything  else.  Tbe 
specie  circulation  of  the  United  Slates  is  esti- 
mated by  some  calculators  at  ten  millions  of  dot 
Ian ;  and  if  it  be  no  more,  one  moiety  is  in  tbo 
vaults  of  this  bank.  MaV  not  the  time  arrlvfl 
when  tbe  eoooentratioo  of  snob  a  vast  portion  of 
Ibe  circulating  medium  of  the  connlry  in  tbe 
hands  of  any  corporation  will  be  dangeroas  lo  our 
liberties?  By  whom  it  this  immense  power 
wielded  i  By  a  body  who,  in  derogation  of  the 
great  principle  of  all  our  itntituiions,  reaponsi- 
bililr  to  the  peonle,  is  amenable  only  to  a  ftw 
■looKholdera,  and  itiey  chiefly  foreigoera.  Sup- 
pose an  attempt  to  sabvert  ihts  Oovernment, 
would  not  the  traitor  first  aim,  by  tbroe  or  cor- 
ruption, to  acquire  the  treasure  of  this  corapanjr? 
Look  at  it  in  another  aspect.  Seven-tenths  of  its 
capital  are  in  tbe  bands  of  foreigners,  and  these 
foreigners  chiefly  English  subjects.  Wc  are  pos- 
sibly upon  the  eve  of  s  rupture  with  that  nation. 
Should  suoh  an  event  occur,  do  yoti  apprehend 
that  tbe  English  Premier  would  experienoe  any 
diffietilty  in  obtainiag  the  entire  eooCrol  of  Ibia 
inMltntionl  Repoblios,  above  all  other  nations, 
ought  most  Btndiously  to  g«ard  against  foreign 
influence.  All  history  proves  that  iha  internal 
aitaentlona  eioited  by  fordgq  iatngoe  ure  pro- 
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daced  the  downfall  ofilmost  eittf  free  Qoverii- 
meot  tbit  bat  biiherlo  existed;  and  fet  genile- 
men  contend  thai  we  are  benefited  hj  ibe  possM- 
aioD  of  thi»  foreign  captial.  If  we  could  have  it* 
me,  without  its  atieoding  abuse,  I  should  be 
graiiSed  also.  Bni  it  ii  in  vain  to  expect  tbe  one 
wiiboat  the  other.  Wealth  is  power,  and  under 
whatsoever  forin  it  exists  its  proprietor,  whether 
he  liree  on  ibis  or  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic, 
wilt  bare  a  proportionate  influence.  It  is  argued, 
that  our  poiwnioa  of  tbii  Enelish  capital  gires 
vs  a  certain  influence  orer  the  Briiiab  Oovera- 
BaeoL  If  Ibi*  reasoning  be  sound,  we  bad  belter 
leToke  the  interdiciron  as  to  aliens  holding  land, 
and  invite  foreigners  to  enfroas  the  wbofe  pro- 

CTtr,realand  personal,  of  the  country.  Wehad 
Iter  at  once  eschange  the  condition  of  inde- 
pendent proprietors  for  that  of  stewards.  We 
should  then  be  able  to  gorern  foreign  nations, 
according  to  the  arguments  of  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side.  But  lei  ns'  put  aside  this  theory,  and 
appeal  to  the  decisions  of  experience.  Go  to  the 
other  side  of  the  Ailamic,  and  see  what  has  been 
achieved  for  us  there  b]r  Enfflisbmen  holding 
seven-tentbs  of  the  capital  of  this  bank.  Has  it 
released  from  galling  and  ignominious  bondage 
jone  solitary  American  seaman,  bleeding  under 
British  oppression  7  Did  it  prevent  the  unmanly 
attack  upon  the  Chesapeake?    Did  it  arrest  the 

Sromulgalion,  or  bas  it  abrogated  the  Orders  In 
ouncil— those  orders  which  have  given  birth 
to  knew  era  in  commerce  f  In  spite  of  all  its 
boasted  efiecISgare  not  the  two  nations  brought  to 
Ihe  very  brink  of  war?  Are  we  qnite  sure  ibat, 
on  this  side  of  the  water,  it  has  had  no  effect 
faTorabla  to  British  interests.  It  has  o^en  been 
stated,  and,  although  I  do  not  know  that  it  Is 
ausceplible  of  strict  proof,  I  believe  it  to  be  a  fact, 
that  this  bank;  exercised  its  influenoe  in  snpport 
of  Jay's  treaty ;  and  may  it  not  hare  eonlriotiled 
to  blunt  the  pablic  sentiment,  or  paralyze  the 
efforts  of  this  nation  against  British  aggression? 

The  Duke  of  Northnraberland  is  said  to  be  the 
nosi  considerable  stockholder  in  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States.  A  late  Lord  Cbaoeellor  of  Eng- 
land, besides  other  noblemen,  was  a  large  stock- 
bolder.  Suppose  the  Prince  of  Es)ling,  ibeDuke 
ofCadore,  and  other  French  dignitaries  owned 
•even-eighths  of  the  capital  of  this  bank,  should 
we  witness  the  same  exertions  ([  allude  not  to 
anf  made  in  the  Senate)  to  recharter  it?  So  far 
from  it,  would  not  the  danger  of  French  influ- 
ence be  resounded  thionghont  the  nation? 

I  shall  give  my  most  hearty  assent  to  the  mo- 
tion for  striking  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  PopB.— Mr.  President,  in  risinf*  on  ihi» 
oocBsion,  I  never  more  entirely  obeyed  both  my 
feelings  and  my  jadgmeot.  The  principle  in- 
▼otveJ  in  the  decision  aboni  to  be  given,  is  in'my 
view  of  more  magnitude  than  aey  which  has 
been  presented  for  our  consideration  since  I  had 
the  honor  of  a  seat  here.  It  is  no  less  than  whe- 
ther we  shall  surrender  to  the  State  governments 
the  power  of  collecting  our  revenue  and  rely 
upon  the  old  system  of  requisitions.  We  are 
called  Dpoa  to  returti  to  that  state  of  imbecilitj 


and  chaos  from  which  this  political  fabric  wai 
reared  by  lbs  wisdom  and  patriotism  of  the  first 
statesmen  of  which  any  age  or  nation  can  boasL 
For  twenty  years  we  have  collected  our  reventis, 
borrowed  money,  paid  our  debts,  and  managed 
our  fiu;al  concerns  through  the  agency  of  a  na- 
tional bank.  That  it  has  answered  the  mostsan* 
guioe  expectations  of  its  authors  i  that  it  has 
been  well  managed,  is  admiiieil  by  the  most  de- 
cided opponents  to  the  renewal  of  the  charter. 
Although  in  public  debate,  in  newspapers,  coarl- 
yards,  musier-fietds,  &c.,  we  have  heard  much  of 
dsD^eroui  powers,  violations  of  the  Coasijtotion, 
British  influence,  and  poisonous  vipers,  &c.,  &e,, 
wbich  were  to  sting  to  death  tbe  liberties  of  the 
people,  yet  we  find  ourselves  as  free  almost  u 
tbe  air  we  breathe,  and  hardly  subservient  to  the 
mildest  code  of  laws  by  which  any  nation  was 
ever  governed.  In  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and 
tbe  Slate  of  Pennsylvania  generally,  where  these 
animals  called  banks  have  grown  to  the  moal 
enormous  size,  we  find  as  sound  morals^  and  as 
much  real  practical  republicanism,  as  in  ihooe 
parts  of  the  Union,  where  the  rattling  of  ibis 
viper's  tail  has  never  been  beard,  and  in  point  of 
solid  wealth  and  internal  improvements,  mark  the 
contrast.  We  are  required  to  disregard  the  les- 
sons of  that  best  teacher,  experience,  and  to  trj 
some  new  scheme.  However  captivating  new 
theories  and  abstract  propositions  were  a  few 
years  since,  I  believe  tbe  thinking  men  of  all  par- 
ties in  the  nation  are  perfectly  convinced  that 
one  ounce  of  experience  and  common  matter  of 
fact  sense  is  worth  more  for  the  purpuaeaof  le^is* 
lalion  than  a  ship-toad  of  theory  and  speculation. 
We  are  lold  that  we  must  force  into  the  vaults 
of  tbe  bank  a  large  portion  of  the  circulating 
medium,  and  thereoy  depress  the  price  of  every- 
thing in  the  market;  we  must  give  a  shock  to 
credit  of  every  kind,  check,  and  embarrass  every 
branch  of  agricultural,  commercial,  and  mftna- 
facturing  industry;  give  up  the  young  mechan. 
ics,  manufacturers,  and  merchants  with  small 
capitals  a  prey  to  the  cupidity  of  moneyed  men, 
who  will  be  templed  to  withdmw  tbeir  funds 
front  trade  to  speculate  on  the  wrecks  of  the  an> 
fortunate.  This  is  not  mere  matter  of  calouln. 
(ion.  I  only  state  facts  proved  m  us  by  the  moat 
unquestionanle  evidence.  We  ate  not  only,  sir, 
to  ruin  many  innocent  and  uooSending  individ- 
uals, but  to  derange  the  natioonl  finances;  and 
for  what  is  all  this  to  be  done  ?    To  promote  the 

Kublic  good  or  advance  the  national  prosperity? 
[o,  sir,  it  is  not  pretended.  We  are  gravely  told 
that  we,  the  Representatives  of  the  people,  must 
sacrifice  tbe  people  to  save  the  Constitution  of 
tbe  peoule,  whose  happiness  and  welfare  it  was 
intended  to  secure.  If  this  be  true,  it  is  indeed 
a  strange  Government  under  which  we  live.  I 
advance  the  opinion  with  confidence,  that  no 
principle  which,  in  its  practical  effects,  outrages 
tbe  common  sense  and  feelings  of  mankind,  can 
be  a  sound  one,  and  we  ought  to  examine  it  well, 
and  hesitate  much  before  we  give  our  assent. 
To  biin^  distress  on  the  eonnir^ ,  not  to  prevent 
a  TioUlion  of  any  peaitive  prontioa  of  the  Con- 
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BiJtDiioo ;  but  to  correct  what  we  mppOBe  lo 
bare  been  an  erroneous  cODEtruction  of  it  by  our 
predecetsors,  of  wbicb  neither  the  Statea  aor  the 
people  have  ever  complained,  appears  to  me  more 
nice  ihsa  wise. 

Diwuise  ibis  qaesiion  aa  you  will,  lir,  and  still 
it  wilfclearlr  appear  to  ba  a  cootest  between  a 
few  importing  States  and  Ibe  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates.  Resoluiions  bare  been  already  laid 
on  our  table  by  feDtlemen  from  the  two  Urge 
Stales;  from  wblch  insti 


tional  rereaoe.  I  am,  Mr.  President,  on  the  side 
of  the  people  of  the  United  Stairs.  Thin  is  in- 
deed a  question  of  party,  bat  of  a  rery  different 
chatBcter  from  that  which  will  be  attempted  to 
be  palmed  on  ibe  people.  It  is  a  contest  between 
the  friends  and  enemies  of  ibe  Federal  Consiim- 
tiOD  reWred ;  for,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  the  power 
of  laying  and  eollecling  imposts  and  duties  was 
strongly  objected  to  by  some  of  the  large  Slates 
bavia^  adrantageous  seaports^  before  the  Coo- 
siitniion  was  adopted.  1  ani  for  preserTing  both 
the  States  and  the  Union.  I  consider  the  safety 
and  indepeodence  of  the  several  States  and  the 
liberties  of  the  people  insepAiably  connected  with 
and  dependant  on  ibe  e£Bciency  of  the  National 
OovernmeDt,  and  it  is  to  me  unaccountable  thai 
(reDtlemen  in  farot  of  strong  measures  against 
foreign  natioDs  should  be  so  solicitous  to  strip 
the  General  Oorernment  of  this  very  essential 
part  of  its  power.  We  were  told,  a  few  days 
since,  that  our  Army  was  so  insigniScant  and 
contemptible,  I  hat  it  would  require  a  constable, 
with  a  search  warraQi,  to  find  it.  I  have  beard 
another  gentlemaii  of  very  high  standing  suggest 
the  propriety  of  reiroceding  the  ten  miles  square 
lo  Ibe  Slates  of  Virginia  and  Maryland.  Onr 
KOnboats  are  almost  roiien.  We  have  not  more 
frigates  and  olhet  armed  vessels  than  sufficient 
to  carry  oiar  Ministers  and  diplomatic  despatches 
to  foreign  Courts,  and  if  we  yield  to  the  States 
the  collection  of  our  revenue,  what  will  remain 
of  ihe  Petf  erai  Oovemment  with  which  the  peo- 
ple cai>  identify  their  feelings  or  affections  1  In 
whatwill  this  Qoveroment  consist?  It  will  be 
a  mere  creainre  of  the  imagination — a  political 
fiction.  A.nd,  analogous  to  the  fiction  in  the  ac- 
tion of  ejectment,  we  shall  have  to  suppose  its 
exiitence,  and  then  boiiomour  proceedings  upon 
that  supposition.  If  I  was  hostile  to  our  Federal 
Union,  or  wanted  to  prepare  the  public  mind  for 
a  surrender  of  this  happy  system  of  Government, 
I  would  join  in  the  hue  and  cry  against  this  in- 
stitution ;  I  would  support  every  measure  calcu- 
lated to  destroy  all  confidence  in  and  respect  for 
this  Ooverament  both  at  home  and  abroad;  I 
would  endeavor  lo  produce  throughout  the  cona* 
try  confusion  and  disorder,  and  a  state  of  glori- 
ous uncertainty;  then  persuade  tbe  people  to  seek 
security  and  tTanqoiltiiy  under  some  other  form 
of  GoremmeDL  Tbe  traDsttion  from  a  wild,  fac- 
tious democracy,  to  despotism,  is  often  easy  and 
geoeratlr  sodden.  Thb  exttemes  are  very  nearly 
tUted.     A  Republican  QoretnmeDt,  guided  by 


the  virtue  and  intelligence  of  a  nation,  is  tbe  firat 
of  human  blessings,  but  when  directed  by  tbe 
angry,  vindictive  passions  of  party,  the  worst  of 
which  the  imsginntion  can  conceive.  A  Repub- 
lic, to  be  durable,  must  inspire  eoofideace  and 
respect.  Such  instability,  such  variable  unaet> 
tied  policy  as  now  appears  to  be  the  order  of  the 
day,  could  not  have  been  anticipated  b^  any  man 
blessed  with  a  tolerable  degree  of  fatth  in  the 
success  of  this  great  republican  experiment.  Mr. 
President,  I  have  ever  been  opposed  to  yielding 
to  tbe  commercial  interest  BU  undue  influence  ia 
Ibis  Qovernment,  but  I  am  unwilling  to  make  an 
unnecessary  and  wanton  attack  upon  them.  Com- 
ing from  an  agricultural  Stale,  I  am  not  disposed 
to  increase  the  jealousies  which  unfortunately 
exist,  and  thereby  weaken  the  ties  by  which  theee 
States  are  held  tog^elber.  I  am  sensible,  too,  how 
much  the  prosperity  of  tbe  State  I  represent  dft< 
pends  on  a  prosperoasstaie  of  trade,  and  alibough 
Ibe  shock  Irom  the  dissolution  of  this  bank  will 
be  first  felt  in  the  commercial  cities,  it  must  im- 
mediately react  to  the  extremes  of  Ihe  empire. 
I  know  many  are  under  an  impression  that  Fed- 
eralists and  Bfitisb  agents  are  to  be  the  victims  } 
but  very  different  will  be  the  result.  1  refer  to 
the  evidence  detailed  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Massachoaetls  (Mr.  Llotd.)  But  is  it  pos- 
sible that  an  intolerant  spirit  of  party  has  pre- 
pared us  for  this  1  Are  gentlemen  ready  to  in- 
jure their  country,  weaken  our  Federal  Union, 
the  sheet-ancboT  of  our  political  safety,  to  reach 
their  political  opponents?  I  will  not  believe  it. 
When  I  see  around  me  some  of  the  soldiers  of 
tbe  Revolution,  actuated  I  am  sure  by  nobler 
views ;  when  I  see  the  professors  of  a  religion 
which  teaches  us  to  love  our  neighbors  as  our- 
selves, I  cannot  persuade  myself  that  Christiaii 
charily,  and  all  tbe  noble,  ffenerous  feelings  of 
the  human  heart  are  extinguished  by  this  demon, 
party  spirit.  If  ihere  be  a  nnn  in  the  nation 
who  can  witness  with  unfeeling  apathy  the  dis- 
tresses of  bis  fellow-citizens,  be  would  have  fig- 
ured in  Smithfield  in  the  bloody  reign  of  dney 
Mary  of  England,  in  binding  heretics  to  the 
stakej  or  in  the  saogainary  time  of  Robespierre, 
in  adding  victims  to  the  guillotine ;  but  he  is  un- 
worthy ine  blessings  of  a  free  Gorernmenl. 
Sir,  I  address  the  Senate  under 


contained  in  two  lines  of  Hudibran— "He  that  is 
convinced  against  his  will,  is  of  the  same  opin- 
ion still."  I  cannot  admit  this.  I  know  there 
are  gentlemen  fully  sensible  of  the  evils  about  to 
befall  theircountry,  wilbont  any  obstinate  ^ride 
lo  conquer,  who  would  rejoice  at  being  convinced 
it  is  in  their  power  to  avert  them.  Let  me  en- 
treat them  to  pause  and  reflect,  before  ihey  in- 
flict a  wound  on  their  country's  interest,  under 
the  influence  of  Caastitutionaldoijibt;  and  if  the^ 
err,  I  would  ask  them,  would  it  not  be  more  safe 
and  patriotic  to  eir  in  favor  of  the  ^oplef  Per- 
mit m*  now,  sir,  to  redeem  this  snbjcct  from  the 
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CODstitutioDBldiScullieBwilbwbich  it  baa  been 
encumbered. 

To  form  a  correct  opinioD,  we  mast  teirospeet 
the  defectx  of  tbe  old  QoTernmeDt,  and  ascenaia 
the  temedr  which  was  aaiicipaied  ia  the  present 
CooBiituiion.  I  beliere  it  will  be  conceded  that 
Ibe  great  cauie  of  tbe  iocfiicieDcy  of  the  former 
was  not  because  their  principal  field  of  legisla- 
tion was  100  limited,  but  was  owing  to  its  depen- 
dence on  the  States  for  the  meapi  to  carry  ibeir 
powers  into  effect.  For  tbe  traih  of  this  poai- 
lion,  I  appeal  to  the  bistory  of  that  day — to  the 
eandor  of  genllemeii  who  hear  me.  Tbe  present 
CoDBtilutioQ  was  framed  for  national  parpoKs, 
with  ample  authority  to  pass  all  laws  necesaary 
and  proper  for  tbe  attainment  of  ili  objects,  inde- 
pendent of  State  anthonty,  except  «i  far  aa  ex- 
pressly made  dependent  b^  tbe  Coostitniion.  The 
erroneous  impreMione  with  reeard  to  this  hank 
have  arisen  from  ignoiance  of  fads,  relative  to 
the  practical  fiscal  operations  of  tbe  Qovernmeni, 
and  from  confounding  an  original,  independent 
power,  to  establish  banks  and  corporations,  with 
«  necesEary  auxiliary  to  the  eiecatioo  of  (he 

Sowers  eivta.  By  the  Consiiiuiion  it  in  expressly 
eelarco,  that  Congress  shall  bare  power  to  pass 
all  laws  necessary  aad  proper  to  carry  into  enecl 
tbe  powers  previously  enumerated,  and  all  other 
powars  Tekted  in  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  or  any  department  or  oCBcer  thereof,  Our 
power  to  create  a  banlc  is  not  derived  by  impli- 
catioa.  No,  sir.  If  this  express  delegation  of 
power  had  not  been  iaserled,  we  mustliave  im- 
plied the  autbailiy  to  provide  the  meaas  neces- 
•ary  and  proper,  &c. 

But  the  Convention,  with  a  full  knowledge  of 
the  defects  of  tbe  old  Confederation,  and  deeply 
impressed  with  tbe  necessity  of  an  efficient  na- 
tional Oovernment,  determined  to  exclude  all 
doubt  by  granting  to  the  new  Qovemment,  in 
<xi»ess  and  anequivocal  language,  ample  au- 
tboriiy  to  use  all  means  neceisary  and  ptoper  for 
the  attainment  of  tbe  eadvfor  which  it  was  to- 

(litated.  If  a  man  was  requested  to  look  at  the 
joostitution  and  decide  whether  power  is  given 
to  Congreas  to  create  a  bank,  orcorpotatioossen- 
cnliv.  he  would  answer  in  the  negative.  This 
voulil  very  naturally  be  the  ansiApr  of  most  men 
upon  the  first  btush  of  tbe  Constitution.  It  is 
not  pretended  that  Coo(;resa  bare  power  to  cre- 
ate eorporations  as  an  mdependent  prepoaitioo. 
The  authority  to  establish  a  bank  or  earporaiions 
ii  only  contended  for  so  far  as  it  can  be  fairly 
considered  as  a  necessary  and  proper  auxiliary  to 
the  exeention  of  the  powers  graated  by  tbe  Gon- 
■titatien.  The  qaestion  of  cooitiiutiooalily  de- 
pends upon  facts,  dehors  the  inutrument,  of  which 
we  roust  be  informed  before  we  decide,  and  which 
contd  not  be  ascertained  before  the  attempt  was 
nade  to  give  motion  and  energy  to  this  political 
nachinery.  If  tbe  fact  be  ascertained,  by  tbe 
best  evidence  the  nature  of  tbe  subject  affords, 
that  a  bank  is  necessary  and  proper  to  effectuate 
the  legitimate  powers  of  Qovernmentj  tben  our 
power  is  excess,  and  we  need  not  resort  to  im- 
pUeation.    To  prove  to  tha  eotiafaction  of  the 


Senate  and  the  world,  ihia  material  faet,  will  be 
my  business  before'  1  request  their  naseat  to  the 
position  assumed,  that  Congress  have  an  express 
power  to  incorporate  a  bank.  To  do  this  it  is 
mdispensable  that  we  should  understand  the  prac- 
tical financial  concerns  of  the  QoTernmeot,  or 
have  the  iafarmaiion  of  those  who  do.  We  ap- 
propriate moaey  for  fortifications  on  the  report  of 
our  engineer.  Colonel  Williams,  and  for  the  Capi- 
tol, iK.,  upon  the  report  of  Mr.  Lalrobe.  To 
know  how  much  timber  or  other  materials  ate 
necesaary  for  a  ship  or  a  house,  yon  must  Qndei- 
staod  the  subject  yourself,  or  oaTe  the  informa- 
tion of  those  who  do.  For  myself,  I  am  ready 
to  admit  that  I  rely  much  upon  the  information 
and  experience  of  others.  To  ignorant  men,  and 
thase  who  do  not  profess  to  be  fully  acquainted 
with  the  nature  and  tnanafemenl  of  the  national 
finances,  the  following  evidence  is  presented. 
The  first,  and  with  many^  perhaps  the  best,  not 
heretofore  particularly  noticed,  which  I  shall  offer, 
is  the  Congreas  of  1781,  which  established  a  na- 
tional bank,  called  the  Bank  of  North  America, 
during  our  revolutionary  struggle,  tbe  utility  ana 
necessity  of  whicb  was  ascertained  by  the  cxpe- 
rience  of  that  day. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  tbey  create  a 
bank  under  powers  much  more  limiiM  than  ours. 
TiM  act  was  not  passed  preaipiiately,  but  was 
tbe  result  of  the  most  mature  and  deliberate  con- 
sideration. I  beg  leave  to  read  the  preamble  of 
the  law  which  contains  the  opinions  of  that  Con- 
gress with  regard  to  the  utility  and  necessity  of 
a  National  Bank.  "Whereas  Congress,  on  the 
36th  day  of  May  last,  did,  from  a  conviction  of 
the  support  whicb  the  anancea  of  the  United 
SiHtes  would  receive  from  the  eatahliahment  of 
B  National  Bank,  approve  a  plan  for  such  an  insti- 
tution, submitted  to  their  consideration  by  Revert 
Morris,  Eiq.,  and  now  lodged  among  the  archives 
of  Congress,  and  did  engage  to  promote  the  same 
by  the  most  effectual  means ;  and  whereas  the 
subseription  thereto  is  now  filled,  from  an  expec- 
tation of  a  charter  of  .Incorporation  from  Coi>- 
greas,  tbe  directors  and  president  are  appointed, 
and  application  has  been  ntade  to  Coogresc  by 
the  aaid  president  and  directors  for  an  aet  of  in- 
corporation: and  whereas  the  exlgenctes  of  Ibe 
United  States  render  it  indispensably  necesaary 
that  such  an  act  be  immediately  paased— Be  it 
therefore  ordained,''  dbc.  This  act  passed  on  the 
3Ut  day  of  December,  1761.  And  here  permit 
me  to  observe  that  this  National  Bank,  etyled  tbe 
Bank  of  North  America,  was  not  produeed  by 
British  iafiueoce  or  parly  spirit.  No,  sir,  the  lit- 
tle, slandering,  intriguing  pariyism  of  tha  present 
moment  was  unknown  to  the  patriots  of  that 
awful  period.  They  had  no  party  but  ibetr  coun- 
try—liberty  and  indepeadence  were  their  objects. 
Their  eouis  were  fired  with  a  noble,  a  generous 
enthusiasm,  on  which  Heaven  looked  down  with 
pleasure.  It  appears  from  the  journals  of  the 
Congress  of  1781,  that  the  members  from  every 
State  were  unanimous  in  favor  of  a  National 
Bank,  except  Hassachn setts,  Pennsylvaaia,  and 
Virginia— the  two  membeta  from  MasaachuaelU. 
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roied  Rgisinat  iij  tha  iwomembera  from  Feanirl- 
rania  were  divided — of  the  four  from  Virgioia, 
Mr.  Madison  alooe  Toled  against  it.  Here  i[  is 
ertdcQi  that,  in  the  rerf  infane;  of  our  Repoblic, 
before  indeed  it  could  with  propriety  be  said  to 
be  born,  when  ererv  boaom  glowed  wittt  enihu- 
naim  for  liberty  aod  a  pore  iTiiintereatcd  patrioi- 
isiD,a  National  Bank  vu  not  ihousht  that  dan- 
geroDa,  dreadful  monster,  which  the  very  wUe 
and  exclnaive  patriots  of  IBll  are  endeavoring  to 
rrprisent  ii  to  the  AtnericBii  people.  And  the 
eonstructioD  giren  to  the  grant  of  powers  in  the 
Arliclea  of  ConfederKion  by  the  Congress  of 
1781,  is  strong  evidence  of  onr  right  to  establish 
a  bank  ander  a  grant  of  powers  much  more  am- 
ple, and  with  money  coDGemi  vastly  more  exten- 
sive and  complicated. 

The  snt  evidence  1  iball  adduce  for  tbe  con- 
aideraiion  of  tbe  Senate,  is  the  opinion  of  ibe  late 
General  Hamilton,  appoiaied  by  President  Wash- 
ington, tbe  first  Secretary  of  the  Treasury; 
whose  province  and  dnty  il  was  to  inperintend 
the  national  Bnnnces.  His  alteo lion  was  there- 
fore particularly  directed  to  the  subject, and,  in  a 
very  able  report  to  the  first  Congress,  assembled 
under  the  new  GoDstitution,  he  recommended  a 
National  Bank.  Although  opinions  have  been 
imputed  to  this  gentleman,  very  foreign  to  my 
feelings  and  notions  about  Government,  yet  he 
bas  ever  been  aekoowledged,  by  tbe  candid  and 
liberal  of  all  parties,  one  of  the  first  American 
statesmen.  For  reasons,  which  it  is  unnecessary 
for  me  to  assign,  I  will  not  press  his  opinion  upon 
the  attention  of  tbe  Senate,  but  will  introduce 
other  and  per bapx  less  exceptionable  testimony. 
The  Congress  of  1791,  which  incorporated  the 
present  bank,  merits  the  highest  regard:  It  was 
composed  of  the  most  tnlightenea  and  dtstio- 
gaisbed  men  in  America,  many  of  whom  bad 
been  members  of  the  convention,  and  were  fully 
apprized  of  the'defects  nf  the  ola  and  the  objects 
of  tbe  Dew  Government.  A  latge  majority  of 
both  branches  voted  in  favor  of  the  bank.  They 
were  not  divided  on  the  qtiesiion  by  party.  Many 
who  have  ebntinaed  wiili  the  Repoblican  party 
under  every  Administration  voted  in  favor  of 
Ibis  bank.  Althoogb  different  speculative  or  ab- 
stract poliiicail  opinions  were  ilien  entertained, 
yet  the  spirit  and  passion  of  patty  had  not  diStis- 
ed  itself  so  generally  through  the  nation  as  at  a 
subsequent  period:  The  next  authority  in  favor 
of  this  bank,  and  one  which  must  at  all  times  and 
on  all  occasions  command  the  highest  respect,  is 
no  less  than  onrimmoiisl.Wasbingloir.  He  was 
Prraident  of  the  United  States  in  1791,  when  ibis 
bank  laur  passed.  After  it  bad  received  the  sane 
UoD  of  both  branches  of  the  Leglklalure,  with  that 
cirenmspection  and  prudence  which  regulated 
bis  condacl  through  life,  he  consulted  the  able 
men  who  composed  his  Cabinet  Council  on  the 
ConstitntioDalquestiaD  ;  they  differed  in  opinion; 
be  heard  their  argumebts  for  and  against  the 
measure;  and,  after  full  consideration,  approved 
tbe  law.  1  eaonot  yet,  sir,  take  leave  of  ibis  very 
important  leslimony  in  favor  of  the  bank.  The 
opiniou  of  oar  Washington  has  the  stroogeat 
llthCoa.  3dSas«.— 8 


claim  to  oar  confidence.  Let  us  pause  before  we 
disregard  his  solemn  advice.  This  is  the  hero 
wholed  oor  armies  to  victory  ;  this  is  the  Wash- 
ing top^  who,  at  the  close  of  our  Revoluiioaary 
war,  disbanded  a  disciplined  army  in  the  bosom 
of  the  Republic,  and  voluntarily  exchanged  tbe 
splendid  robes  and  epsigns  of  military  power  for 
the  plain,  humble  garb  of  a  private  citizen.  This 
Washington,  who  continued  an  American,  a  Rft- 
pulilicHU  in  heart  and  in  sentiment,  until  sum- 
moned to  the  mansions  of  bliss;  yes,  sir,  this  il- 
lustrious departed  hero,  this  practical  statesman, 
bas  solemnly  declared  to  tbe  American  people 
that  a  National  Bank  is  a  necessary  and  proper 
auxiliary  to  the  execution  of  the  national  powers. 
The  last  authority  I  shall  particotarly  notice  in 
eupport  of  this  institution,  is  the  opinion  of  tb« 

f  resent  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Mr.  Oallatin. 
r  this  gentleman  cannot  boast  of  tbe  military 
laurels  which  have  adorned  the  brows  of  the  pa- 
triots I  have  mentioned  ;  as  a  statesman  and 
faithful  II liblie  servant,  he  stands  inferior  to  none. 
Mr.  Qallatio,  from  his  first  appearance  on  the 
theatre  of  pablie  life,  has  been  considered  by  all 
parties  an  able  financier.  At  a  very  early  period 
the  finances  of  the  United  States  became  the  sub- 
ject of  his  pariicular  attention  and  inqairy  ;  tbe 
result  of  wttieli  was  a  treati&e,  published  in  179S. 
called  "ClallaiiD,  on  the  finances  of  the  United 
Slates,"  in  which  be  gives  a  decided  opinion  in 
favor  of  this  bank.  1  rely  much  on  his  opinion 
at  that  period,  because  it  must  have  been  tne  re- 
sult of  conviction,  and  not  ofany  party  feeling  or 
coDsideraliOn,  as  he  was  then  in  tbe  minority, 
and  continued  in  it  until  tbe  Administration 
changed.  His  report  to  the  Senate  during  the 
last  session  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  Administration, 
and  his  letter  to  the  committee,  show,  that  time 
and  experience,  ao  far  from  cbanging,  have  cod-  ' 
firmed  him  in  the  opinion  he  first  formed  on  th« 
subject;  to  which  I  might  add  every  Administra- 
tioii  and  almost  every  man  practically  acquaint- 
ed with  our  money  coacerns.  Is  not  this  mass  of 
evidence  sufficient  to  subsiaaliate  ihe  facts  upon 
tbe  existence  or  ntan-existence  of  which  the  con- 
stitaiionality  of  this  measure  depends  1  1  put  tbe 
question  to  the  eandor  and  good  sense  of  gentle- 
men, whether  they  are  not  satisfied,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  Constitution,  that  a  National  Bank 
IS  necessary  and  proper  to  effectuate  the  legiti- 
mate powers  ol  the  National  Qoverntnent?  If 
they  answer  in  the  negative,  I  can  only  say,  he 
who  will  neither  regard  the- suggestions  of  expe- 
rience, Dor  believe  tne  report  ol  the  great  politi- 
cal disciples  who  have  gotie  before  us,  would  not 
believe  though  one  were  to  rise  from  the  dead. 
And  wbati*  the  answer  to  all  this  out  of  doorsf 
Why,  that  we  are  not  to  be  governed  by  the  in- 
formation or  opiniofi  of  others,  however  well  ac- 
quainted with  tbe  subject;  we  are  so  self-auffi- ' 
eient  as  (o  disregard  the  best  tights  which  can  be 
presented  to  us.  The  cry  is  np  to  Ihe  bub,  dowa 
with  the  bank,  huz^a  for  the  parijr  1  ^o  lon^.Mr. 
President-as  I  shall  be  honored  with  a  seat  m  the  ' 
Senate  of  the  Union,  I  am  determined  to  respect 
my  station  and  my  own  feelings  and  cbKnetei 
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too  macb  to  be  dtiTen  ftloug  bf  ftay  tuch  idU, 
ridiculous  clamor. 

To  all  ihe  high  Buthoritf  I  hare  meotioDed  id 
■upport  of  aNaliooal  Baok,  ma^  be  opposed  tbe 
names  of  same  great  men  of  Virgiaia,,  who  hare 
long  sioce,  I  hope,  got  lid  of  their  errors  SDd  prO' 
judiceaj  amoDg  others  will  probablr  be  men  Hon- 
ed the  name  oribe  present  Presideoi,  wbo.Toted 
against  the  preseDt  bank  in  1791,  and  agaiojl  the 
Baok  of  Nortb  America  iu  1781 ;  ao  hibd  baa  a 
higher  le^pect  ihao  myself  for  his  virctiei  and 
Wisdom,  but  I  believe  it  is  do!  pretended  that  he 
erei  was  a  practical  fioaacier.  No  Stale  can 
boast  of  more  genius,  eloquence,  and  talents  than 
Tirgiaia ;  it  will,  however,  be  coaceded,  that  no 
people  are  more  deficient  io  practical  knowledge 
of  dnance  and  the  nature  of  moneyed  iflstilu- 
tions.  lodeed  they  were,  a  few  years  since, 
frightened  at  the  very  name  of  a  bank — as  soon 
as  they  heard  of  one,  they  begvi  to  write  books, 
make  speeches,  aod  pass  resolutloos,  to  lay  this 
ghost  of  tyranny.  It  required  all  the  eloqoence 
of  my  honorable  friend  from  that  Slate,  (Mr. 
Bbbnt.)  to  peiEuade  the  Legislature  that  the  little 
Bank  of  Alexaodiia  would  not  sweep  away  their 
liberties.  The  laleois  and  boldoess  with  which 
be  00  tbat  occaiioo  assailed  the  prejudices  of 
Viiginia,  iostead  of  injurios  him,  inspired  the 
jKople  with  the  highest  eoDHdenee  in  his  iaieg- 
rity  and  firmness ;  since,  however,  thev  hare  be- 
come acqoaioled  with  this  bank  aoimal,  they  find 
it  perfectly  harmless,  and  no  people  in  the  Union 
are  more  disposed  lo  foster  tbem. 

Tbe  people,  in  framing  this  instrument,  have 
avowed  the  objects  for  which  it  was  created. 
They  say  in  thepreamble,  "We,  the  people  of  tbe 
'United  States,  in  order  lo  form  a  more  perfeci 
'  union,  establish  justice,  insure  domestic  trao- 
'  quillily,  provide  for  the  common  defence,  pro- 
'  mote  the  general  welfare,  and  to  secure  tbe 
'  blessings  ofiibeity  to  ourselves  and  our  ^osteri- 
'  tv,  do  ordain  and  establish  ibis  Constitution  fur 
<  ine  United  States  of  America."  After  declar- 
ing  by  whom  and  in  what  manner  the  legislative 
power  shall  be  exercised,  the  qualificaiions  of  tbe 
eleetots  and  elected,  the  lerma,  &^.,  for  which 
the  Senators  and  Representatives  shall  be  respect- 
ively chosen,  and  making  various  other  provis- 
ions relative  to  the  legislative  department,  they, 
proceed  to  enumerate  the  principal  cardinal  pow- 
ers grante^to  Congress:  among  others,  that  lh« 
"  Congress  shall  have  power  to  lay  and  collect 
'taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  to  pay  tbe 
'  debts  and  provide  for  the  common  defence  and 
'general  welfare  of  the  United  States;  but  all 
'duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  shall  be  uniform 
'  throughout  the  United  States ;  to  borrow  money 
'  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States;  to  regulate 
'  eommerce  with  foreign  nations,  and  with  tbe 
'  Indian  tribes ;  lo  establish  an  uniform  rule  of 
'naturalization,  &.a.\  to  coin  money;  regulate 
'  the  value  thereof;  to  declare  war,  ice. ;  to  raise 
'  and  support  armies,  &c.;  to  raise  and  maintain 
'  a  navy." 

At  the  close  of  this  catalogue,  of  what  I  shall 
cvU  cardinal  powers,  they  have  inserted  tbe  gen- 


eral provision  before  noticed.  "To  make  all 
'  laws  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into  ef- 
'  feci  the  foref;oiDg  powers  and  all  other  powera 
'  vested  by  this  Constitution  in  the  Government 
'  of  tbe  United  States,  or  in  any  department  or 
'  officer  thereof."  This  provision cootainaagen- 
eral  authority  as  to  the  means  necessary  to  carry 
into  efiect  tbe  nalioool  powers.  The  Convention 
could  not  foresee  or  deBoe  wbal  laws  in  the  prog- 
ress of  the  Oovernmeni  the  varying  circumstao* 
ces  of  the  nation  might  require,  and  therefore 
wisely  submilied  tbem  to  the  discretion  of  Con- 
gress, to  be  exercised  oh  facts  and  circumstances, 
as  they  occurred.  It  has  been  said  this  disc  ret  ion 
may  M  used,  andsoma^  every  other  power  given 
to  Congress — ibe  security  of  the  people  against 
the  abuse  of  this  or  any  other  power  is  ibeir  own 
virtae  and  intelligence,  and  the  responsibility  of 
their  public  servants.'  The  question  on  every  taw 
bottomed  on  this  clause  of  ine  Constitotion  must 
be,  whether  it  is  necessary  and  proper,  or,  in  other 
words,  fairly  suited  to,  and  well  calculated  for, 
legitimate  national  objects ;  and  if  it  can  be  fair- 


ly considered  necessary  and  proper,  and  is  not  pi 
hibited,  then  it  is  certainly  within  the  pale  of^t 


tbe 


The  Constitution  may  with  propriety  be  com- 
pared to  a  ship  finished  as  to  all  the  substantial 
parts  before  she  in  put  to  sea.  The  people  have 
bnilt  the  national  vessel,  directed  iti  what  manner 
the  commanders  are  to  be  chosen,  and  made  it 
their  duty  to  provide  sails,  liggias,  seastores,  &c., 
necessary  and  proper  to  enablelier  to  perform 
the  voyages  for  which  she  was  destined ;  and 
those  appointed  to  navigate  her  are  not  only 
bound  to  provide  what  is  necessary  and  proper 
for  those  seas  where  temperate  and  gentle  breezes 
are  to  be  met  with,  but  fit  her  ■■    - " 


most  tempesiuoui  seasons. 

As  I  heard  much  said  about  absolute,  indispen- 
sable necessity,  I  may  be  pardoned  for  giving 
what  I  consider  the  sound  inierp relation  of  Ihe 
words  "  necessary  and  proper"  in  tbe  Constitu- 
tion. This  idea  of  absolute,  indispensable,  dec,, 
most  have  originated  in  an  excessive  jealouhy  oif 
power  or  a  decided  hosiiliiy  to  theFederal  Union. 
This  instrument  was  framed  by  and  for  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,  and.  In  the  language 
used,  was  certainly  intended  to  be  nnderstood  in 
tbat  sense  in  whico  it  is  uaed  and  understood  by 
ihem  generally.  If  you  ask  a  plain  man  what 
are  the  necessaries  of  life,  he  will  answer,  some- 
thing below  luxury  and  extravagance,  what  is 
calculated  to  afford  him  reasonable  comfort. 
Neither  a  house  nor  a  bed  is  absolutely  or  iodis- 

fiensably  necessary  to  a  moa's existence;  be  could 
ive  io  a  camp  and  sleep  on  boards,  or  on  the 
ground,  yet,  tbe  common  ^ense  of  mankind  would 

fond,  they  are  necessarjr  and  proper.  If  a  man 
a  journey  to  make,  either  to  Richmond,  in 
Virginia,  or  Lexington,  in  Kentucky,  although 
every  person  wo u la  pronounce  a  coacb  and  six 
superfluous  and  unnecessary,  all  reasonable  men 
would  sar,  be  ougbl  to  have  a  horse  or  a  back, 
but  it  will  not  be  pretended  that  either  are  indis- 
pensable, because  ne  could  perform  ii  on  foot.  If 
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a  gentlemBn  from  Baltimore  girn  his  agent  in 
slruclioos  to  pro?ide  eTeifthiDg  necessary  for  ■ 
Eut  Tadia  voyage,  what  would  he  expect  1  Cei- 
aioly  that  he  ihould  aroid  onDccettary  expente, 
bat  would  coDsider  him  aeiiug  withio  ibe  pale  of 
fail  luthoritf  if  he  proenied  onljr  what  was  rea- 
•onably  neoeasary  and  proper,  or,  in  other  word*, 
what  was  fairly  tuited  to  the  master  and  crew, 
and  well  calculated  to  enable  tbe  ressel  to  nach 
her  port  of  destination.  That  interpTeiatioB  Ii 
correct  which  beat  iceoida  with  the  common 
.MDse  and  uDdentandinE  of  manktod.  It  must, 
therefore,  be  evident  that  the  oiJy  qgectitHi  as 
tegKrds  the  Gonsiitutiontliiy  of  the  mnuure  to  be 
decided  is  a  qaeicioD  of  fact,  and  that  ii,  whether 
A  National  Bsok  is  r«a«inably  neceiiEary  and 
proper,  or  faiily  suited  to,  and  calculated  for,  the 
collection  of  our  reTenne  and  the  mauagenunt  c^ 
oar  money  coaeeroB.  And  this  fact  appNre  to 
be  admitted  by  the  geDtlemen  oppoted  to  the  bill, 
for  their  argamenta  are  predicated  upon  the  prob' 
ability  that  the  Ststetouka  will  antwer  the  na- 
lional  pgrpoaes.  This  is  a  complete  aarrender  of 
the  ConititiiiioDBl  objection;  for,  if  banks  be  ne- 
eewarjr  and  proper,  it  follows  that  we  hare  s 
ConititDtioBal  power  to  create  them,  and  it  will 
be  a  mere  question  of  expediency  whether  we 
will  nie  State  banks  or  a  National  Bank.  My 
eoUeagoe  (Hr.  Ct.t.v\  has  asked  for  the  congeni- 
ality between  a  bank  and  the  collection  of  onr 
revenue  1  The  a^ument  in  favor  of  using  Biate 
banks  shows  it,  but  in  the  use  hitherto  made  of 
the  bank  answer  the  question.  Is  not  a  baok  a 
proper  place  for  the  deposite  and  lafe-keeping  of 
iQDDey — more  so  than  the  cuatom-house  1  Is  (it 
not  a  convenient  agent  for  paying  and  receiving 
money?  Through  the  agency  of  ibis  bank  our 
revenue,  or  the  greater  part  of  it,  has  been  col- 
tocied,  our  financial  trensactious  done,  and  public 
mouey  transmitted  to  such  places  as  the  neceiai' 
ties  of  the  Government  required.  The  revenne 
eoUeeted  at  Boston,  Baltimore,  or  anv  olbet  port, 
is  paid,  if  required,  at  New  Orieana,  Natchez,  Sl 
Loais,  or  any  other  place,  without  rjsk  or  ex- 
pend. The  money  in.the  bank  and  its  branches 
IS  payable  at  lacb  of  them  as  the  convenience  of 
the  Qoveroment  may  require,  and,  by  this  ar- 
langement,  we  can  command  the  whole  of  ihe 
pablic  money  in  any  qaarler  of  the  Union  with- 
out risk  or  «zpen«#.  The  operations  of  this  in- 
Btiialion  have  been  confliu:d  to  the  seaboard.  The 
priocipal  baok  is  at  Philadelphia,  with  a  branch 
at  New  Tork,  BoeIou,  Baltimore,  Washington, 
Norfolk,  Charleston,  Savannah,  and  New  Or- 
leans. At  all  which  places,  the  Gbv^nment  bas 
contiderable  reventie  to  collect.  No  branches 
have  been  extended  into  the  interjor.  1 1  hhs  been 
connected  with  our  fiscal  arraagements  at  all  the 

Elacea  to  which  it  has  been  extended,  and  may 
•  fairly  deemed  a  coBvenieot,  necessary,  anda^ 
propriaie  aaxiliary  to  the  management  of  the  na- 
tional, concerns.  It  is. said  that  the  revenoe  is 
collected  at  many  ports  where  none  of  thtae 
hraDchea  are  plaeed.  This  is  true ;  the  bankand 
brancbes  are  fixed  osly  at  the  principal  seaports, 
where  a  large  aiaoaiU  (tf  rev ettoe  is  collecied. 


Everyone  draws  Into  iuvanits,  subject  to  Qm 
demands  of  Qoremmeni,  the  revenue  collected 
at  the  lesa  important  ports  in  the  same  quarter  of 
the  couDtry.  Boston  being  the  commercial  em- 
porium of  New  England,  the  Oovernment,  by  tha 
agency  of  the  briiach  bank  there,  is  enabled  to 
dravr  to  that  point  moat  of  the  reventie  received 
at  the  niiraerous  ports  in  that  qaarter  of  tha 
Union.  The  repeated  stmotions  this  bank  has 
received  from  the  different  Admioistraiioas,  and 
especially  from  Mr.  Jefferson  and  the  Republinn 

SBrty,by  authorizing  theextensionof  a  brwichta 
lew  Orleans,  and  selling  one  million  of  the  siock, 
ibe  prtnKrty  of  the  United  States,  to  British  sntn 
jects,  for  foor  houdred  thausBoo  dollars  mor« 
than  (he  nominal  amount  is  indeed  strangely  ao- 
countad  for ;  sentlemen  say  the  Oovernment  were 
bound  tofalal  their  engagements,  and  that  th« 
charter,  beinff  in  the  nature  of  a  cootracl,  was 
sacred.  I  had  thought  the  fashionable  doetrina 
was,  that  an  nqeonstitutionat  law  was  wholly 
nult  and  void.  It  has  bees  held  by  some  of  the 
Stales.  llowever  plansible  the  answer  to  cha 
argument  of  acquiescence,  it  furnishes  no  apolo* 
gy  for  a  positive  conflrmatioa.  Permit  me  to  as- 
similate a  common  case  between  individuals  to 
the  case  before  as :  a  man  in  Washington  exe- 
cutes a  joint  power  to  five  trustees  in  Kentucky 
to  collect  his  debts,  settle  his  land  business^  ice,, 
and  authorizes  them  to  take  ail  steps  necessary 
and  proper  to  eSecIoate  the  trust  or  power;  in 
the  progress  of  the  basiuess  a  measure  is  sug- 
gested as  necessary,  about  which  there  is  a  diver- 
sity of  opinion  among  the  trustees.  A  majority, 
however,  decide  that  it  is  within  iheir  authority; 
the  principal  is  informed  of  it,  doesooi  complain 
or  disavow,  but  positively  and  by  the  strongest 
implication  assents  to  the  construction  given  by 
his  agents.  In  such  a  case  there  would  be  but 
oneopinian.  In  1791  a  National  Bank  is  pro- 
posed to  Congress,  they  differ  as  to  the  conititn- 
tlonality,  a  large  maiority  decide  in  favor  of  it, 
the  people  Kod  the  States  are  ioforined  of  the 
measure,  the  Stales  do  not  protest,  nor  do  the 
people  complain  }. many  of  the  States  pass  laws 
to  protect  the  institntion^  it  receives  the  confirm- 
ation of  three  or  foor  different  A  dmi  nisi  rations, 
and  mriicularlr  of  the  one  composed  of  men  ori- 
ginally opposed  to  it;  it  violates  no  positive  pro- 
vinion  of  ihe  CoDi^titutioo;  no  mischiefs  bare- 
been  produced,  but  great  son  veoienee  and  advan- 
tage has  been  experienced  %  the  Oavemment 
and  community.  I  ask  whether,  under  such  cir- 
cumstaaeea,  the  question  ought  not  to  be  consid- 
ered setcledl  Is  no  respect  due  to  Ihe  opinioils 
of  our  predecessors  1  Is  a  question  of  constrac- 
tioa  neiret  to  beat  resf}  Why  is  a  judge,  sworn 
to  Guppori  the  laws  and  Conaiiiuiioo  of  the  eono- 
try,  bound  by  a  train  of  dedsions  contrary  to  his 
own  opinioos  1  Because  the  good,  the  peace,  and 
tranquillity  of  society  require  it.  The  conduct 
of  a  court,  as  well  as  every  department  of  Oor- 
eromeni,  must  be  regulated  in  its  coarse  in  some 
measure  by  a  regard  fur  the  public  weal,  it  is 
worthy  of  Mmark  that,  notwithsundiog  all  the 
fuss  abeat  implied  and  incidental  powers— if  you 
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except  the  ■edition  liw,  whieh  wma  lapfxiaed  to 
Tiolmle  a  positive  profiaion  gf  the  ConititulioD— 
the  same  practical  eonslruciioa  has  been  given  to 
thii  inBtrameni  by  everr  Admloiatrition  of  the 
Gorernmenl.  Indeed,  the  iphere  of  national  le- 
gislation h»  been  more  enlarged  under  Mr.  Jeffer- 
•od'i  than  any  other  Adminjatration.  All  parties 
have  found  taat  the  national  vewel  could  not  be 
navigated  without  laila,  risgiog,  and  everything 
neeetaarjr  and  proper.  Whence  wis  derived  a 
power  to  paat  a  law  laying  an  embargo  without 
limitation)  There  is  noihiDg  in  tbe  Conitita- 
lion  about  embargofa.  Whence  did  we  derive  a 
power  to  purchase  Louiaiana,  and  incorporate  it 
with  the  good  old  United  Slates?  There  it  no 
express  delegation  of  power  to  purchase  new  ler- 
ritory.  On  these  subjects  the  ConstitDtion  is 
tilenl.  I  have  approved  bplb.  No  State  can  lay 
an  embargo,  or  acquire  new  territory.  Our  power 
to  perform  these  acts  results  from  the  nainre  of 
.  tba  DalioDil  sovereignly  created  by  ihit  Constitn- 
tioQ.  The  RepuUican  AdmiDiairationt  have  no 
pretensions  to  the  approbation  of  the  people  on 
the  ground  of  having  restrained  any  latitude  or 
liberality  of  constmction.  Their  claim  to  the 
public  confidence  is  founded  on  very  different 
con  aide  rations.  They  have  repeaited  theinternat 
taxes,  paid  a  large  part  of  the  public  debt,  pur- 
ciiased  Loaisiana,  and  preserved  to  the  cation  the 
blessings  of  peace.  For  these  nets,  they  hate,  I 
believe,  ibe  thanks  of  the  nation.  Tbey  have 
mine,  most  sincerely. 

Great  stress  is  placed  on  the  twelfth  article  of 
the  amendments  to  the  Constitution,  which  de- 
clares the  powers  not  defeated  to  the  United 
Butes  by  the  ConMituiioo,  nor  prohibited  by  it 
to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  Siaies  respect' 
ively,  or  to  the  people.  I  most  confess  that  I 
cannot  discover  what  influence  this  can  have  on 
the  bill  under  eonsidaraiion,  or  any  other  meat, 
nre  whieh  may  be  proposed.  It  appears  to  me 
to  have  been  adopted  rather  to  qaiet  Slate  jeal- 
ousies and  popular  fears  than  with  a  view  to  pro- 
duee  any  positive  effect,  for  the  inquiry  most  ever 
be,  Is  the  power  given?  And  if  {tinted,  it  is 
not  retained.  The,  supporters  of  this, bill  do  not 
pretend  to  usurp  any  paver  retained  by  the  States 
or  the  people,  but  contend  that  the  power  to  pass 
the  bill  is  expressly  delegated,  if  iha  facta  asramed 
an  trae.  i 

It  ia  Dot  pretended  that  our  Sscal  eoncema  can 
be  managed  with  gold  and  silver.  If  onr  terri- 
toFT  wna  erf'  nogrenier  extent  than  Rhode  Island, 
Delaware,  or  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  gold  aod 
diver  would  auswer  the  purfKises  of  the  Oorern- 
ment,  but  it  would  require  a  number  of  pack 
hones  and  wagons  to  iraiiaport  ibe  public  money 
in  gold  and  silver,  over  this  immense  cDonlry,  to 
the  different  places  where  it  is  wanting.  Oar 
extensive  commerce,  and  the  great  extent  of  this 
empire,  renders  a  paper  medium  necessary.  Is 
the  power  to  create  this  paper  medinm,  or  nation- 
al currency,  an  attribute  of  Slate  or  national  sov- 
ereignty 1  I  put  the  question  to  the  candor  of 
genuemen,  and  solicit  a  serions  answer !  The 
nrgument  of  my  honorable  friend  from  Qeoi^ ' 


of  bank  paper,  founded  on  that  part  of 
the  Couatitution  which  declares  that  "  No  State 
shall  emit  b  Ilia  of  credit,"  aeon  ires  great  addition- 
al force,  when  these  bills  of  credit  are  made  to 
aaanme  ibe  character  of  money,  for  natioua)  pur- 
poses. In  the  same  article  ihe  power  to  coin 
money  is  expressly  prohibited  to  the  States,  and 
in  the.  catalogue  of  cardinal  powers  granted  to 
this  Qovernmeot,  is  that  to  coin  i^oney.  It  will, 
perhaps,  be  contended  that  this  only  applies  lo 
gold  and  silver,  bat  if  that  be  admitted  to  be  the  , 
literal  meaniDg  of  the  worils,  still  it  is  evident 
that  what  shalfbe  the  national  cnrrency,  whether 
specie  or  paper,  it  a  proper  subject  of  national 
legislation.  No  gentleman  will  oe  so  absurd  aa 
to  insist  that  any  State  or  States  ought  to  coin 
the  current . money  of  the  United  Stale*.  That 
the  power  of  the  Slates  to  eatabliab  hanks  mtf 
be  questioned  with  at  least  great  plausibility,  ■« 
perfectly  clear,  bat  as  tbia  banking  power  has 
been  so  long  exercised,  as  the  National  and  State 
banks  have  conducted  their  operations  very  har- 
moniously, aa  no  serious  evjls  call  for  national 
interferAoe,  I  am  not  for  disturbing  the  exist- 
ing stale  of  things;  it  is  better,  perbapa,  that  the 
banking  power  should  be  divided  between  the 
States  and  the  United  States.  That  tnnk  paper, 
if  good,  is  in  fact  money,  although  not  made  a 
legal  tender,  cannot  be  denied.  The  currency  of 
this  bank  paper  of  the  United  States,  although 
made  by  law  receivable  in  payment  of  revenue, 
rests  upon  a  much  better  foundation  l|ian  an  act 
of  Congress.  lis  national  characier,  the  extended 
owfations  of  this  bank  from  Boston  to  New  Or- 
leaos,  have  given  it  credit  with  the  people  of 
ever;  part  of  the  empire,  more  than  the  bank 
paper  of  any  particular  Slate  can  be  expected  to 
have;  so  that,  by  common  cohsent,  this  money 
coined  by  the  national  bank  has  become  the  eur- 
renl  money  of  the  Coiled  States.  I  hope  we 
shall  never  be  driven  lo  the  necessity  ofcom- 
pelliog  our  citizen*  by  law  to  receive  our  paper. 
We  should  so  ^uard  and  regulate  our  banking 
operations  as  to  make  the  iMtional  paper  at  least 
equal  to  gold  and  silrer,  in  every  quarter  of  the 

If  this  bank  is  removed,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  must  nattonaliza  the  bank  pepcc  of  the 
great 'importing  States;  for.  1  presume.  Congress 
wilt  never  decide  what  State  paper  shall  be  naed 
by  the  officera  of  the  Qeuetal  Qovemment. 
Moat  of  the  pofalie  money  ia  now  collected  and 
deposited  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States ;  if 
ibat  is  destroyed,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
is  to  deposite  in  the  Slate  bank^and  with  him  is 
the  pbwer  of  selection— a  iMwer  and  patronaf^ 
greater  than  any  ever  exercised  by  any  officer  in 
this  nation.  The  deposites  of  ibe  pulilic  money 
are  sought  af^er  with  great  avidity,  by  all  the 
Stale  iostiiutiona.  He  can  deposite  the  whole  in 
one,  or  divide  it  between  two,  or  three,  or  all  the 
banks  in  any  one  place.  He  cau  change  them  at 
pleasure.  He  may,  with  great  apparent  fairnesi 
and  propriety,  make  it  a  condition  with  every 
bftok  where  deposiiea  an  made  that  they  aball  ait 
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point  a  KTtiin  portiOD  of  the  direetora  of  l^s 
nomiDition,  ind  tbroogh  tfaem  he  can  reach  the 
credjt  of  sDf  man  wbo  mar  hare  accommoda- 
tions in  it.  It  is  true  we  hare  now  a  man  at  the 
head  of  the  Treasarr  who  majr  not  be  diipoaed 
to  abuse  this  power,  hm  we  ma^  not  always  hare 
■such  an  officer.  This  immente  power  and  ioSu' 
ence  mar  be  exercised  id  an  iariiible  manner, 
and,  of  coarse,'  witboai  responsibililj.  l»  this 
repubticsn  f  It  was  doI  a  few  years  ago.  I  bare 
always  onderstood  that  one  or  the  stroni{ett  and 
niost  popular  objections  to  the  Federal  Adminis- 
tration was  tbcir  disposition  to  increase  Execu- 
tjye  patronage. 

We  are  told  that  our  remittances  to  foreign 
countries  and  ito  different  parts  of  the  United 
'States  can  be  made  in  bills  of  exchange.  This, 
to  be  sure,  is  possible,  but  this  mode  is  less  con- 
Tenieni  and  more  hazardaus.  I  believe  the  Qov- 
ernment  bas  sostained  no  loss  in  (he  remittances 
made  to  Europe  through  the  agencv  of  this  iosti- 
tution.  They  are  able,  through  tne  medium  of 
their  several  branches,  to  ascerlaio  the  credit  and 
soireucy  of  sTery  commercial  honse  in  the  United 
States,  and  tlterebf  (o  purchase  btlls  for  foreign 
remiiiBBces  with  safety.  The  great  punctuality 
secored  to  the  Oofernment  in  the  payment  of 
their  rerenue  by  their  agency,  is  also  an  object  of 
some  consequence. 

Mneh  alarm  and  delation  hare  been  artfully 
1  spread  throngl)  the  eonnlry  about  a  TJoUiioa  of 
the  CoDtittution  and  a  consequent  desiructton  of 
our  republican  institutioss.  I  fear  the  people  are 
unfortanately  Jed  to  belicre  that  the  securiiy  of 
their  liberty  depends  too  aacb  npon  paper  barri- 
ers, and  too  little  npon  their  own  virtue  end  ia- 
tellijrence.  It  appears  to, me  that  the  Coastitu- 
tioa  is  oecasioDalry  made  a  mere  stalking  horse, 
to  serreibe  purposes  of  nnpriocipled  demago^aes 
-and  preteniled  lovers  of  the  people,  to  get  goto 
power  to  the  eiclusion  of  boaest  men.  They, 
with  ^reat  addfess,  distract  and  inflame  the  pub- 
lie  mmd  about  some  nice  CoDsiiiuiional  qOestion, 
or  ahstnci  proposition,  and  thereby  bring  the 
people  to  decide,  oot  which  candidate  Is  tbe  most 
I  entitled  to  Ibeir  confidence,  but  who  rides  the 
finest  electioneering  hobby.  We  are  misled  very 
much,  I  believf^  by  theories  and  terms  more  appli- 
cable to  other  Governments  than  oar  own.  In 
-Gresi  Britain,  ihey  speak  with  great  propriety  of 
the  Oorernmeni  and  people,  becauie  there  ts  in 
that  eogntry  an  immense  power  independent  of 
the  people.  Btit  here,  Where  every  public  fane- 
"tionary  is  responsible  to,  and  the  OoverDmeot  in 
the  bands  of  a  majority  of  the  people,  those 
terms  do  not  appear  to  me  applicable  in  the  sense 
in  which  tbey  are  nsed  in  other  coantries.  My 
reBeetioDs  and  |iraetlcal  observations  on  the  Qot- 
ernuMni  incline  me  lo  the  opinion  that,  with  re- 
^rd  to  measures  of  general  policy,  not  assailing 
individual  libeViy  or  right,  or  the  indepeadeoce 
of  any  State,  there  is  not  that  danger  to  be  ap- 
prehended from  a  liberal  construction  of  the  Con- 
stitution whicbi  gentlemen  seem  to  imagine.  Ba 
'long  as  the  Qorernment  is  in  the  bands  of  the 
people,  meaanres  affecting  the  wbolo  nation,  if 


oppressive  or  incoorenient,  will  be  resisted^  and 
corrected  by  the  public  feeling  and.  opinioB. 
This  is  not  mere  theory.  Look  at  the  State  of 
Conneclieut,  one  of  the  best  regnlated  democr^ 
eies  in  ancieot  or  modern  times,  whose  Legisla- 
ture is  as  omnipotent  as  the  British  Parliament. 
What  people  enjoy  more  real  liberty  and  inda- 
peadenee  7  In  what  eonnlry  is  to  be  found  more 
practical,  intelligent  repablicaaism  7  Those  prin- 
ciples which  secure  the  rights  of  the  pitizen  and 
the  responsibility  of  their  public  servants  are  held 
sacred,  but  the  Legislature  is,  I  believe,  mtn-  , 
stricted  with  regard  to  measures  ofgenersl  policy, 
'"  'a  a  truth  which  ought  to  be  deeply  impresseid 
the  American  mind,  that  (he  preservation  nf 
this  repoblicaa  system  depends  more  upon  the 
rirtne  and  intelligence  of  the  people,  ana  the  re- 
sponsibility of  their  public  servants,  than  paper 
restrictions.  Itis  nnrorluaate  that  every  measure 
calculated  to  advance  the  national  prosperity  is 
arrested  by  some  Constitutional  difficnily.  The  ' 
bills  respecting  the  Ohio  and  Delaware  canal^ 
which  passed  the  Senate,  hare  been  opposed  ia 
(he  o(ber  House  by  the  same  Constitutional  ob- 
stacle* urged  against  this  bank.  I  may  be  asked 
if  I  am  opposed  to  any  limitation  on. the  powers 
of  the  OovernmentT  to  which,  I  answer  no.  1 
think  tht:  nalnre  of  the  powers  to  be  exercised  by 
the  General  Qovernmetii  ought  to  be  defined  with 
as  much  precision  as  the  imperfection  of  human 
language  and  foresight  are  capable  of.  The  con- 
vention acted  wisely  in  giving  no  more  latitude 
than  was  necessary  to  the  success  of  the  eiperi' 
raenl.  Not  because  I  think  tbem  so  essential  to 
the  security  of  (he  righ(a  of  the  people  as  to  pre- 
vent onpleasant  and  dangerous  collisions  of  au- 
thority between  the  National  and  State  goTem- 
ments.  In  the  application  of  this  instrument,  by 
the  different  men  and  patties,  to  the  ground  snp- 
posed  to  be  eiqbraced  by  it,  some  trivial  variation 
frotn  what  may  be  deemed  by  many  the  true 
potitioal  meridian  was  to  be  expeetedj  and  a  small 
allowance  is,  perhaps,  due  to  human  fallibility. 
It  will  be  some  time  before  the  boundary  line  will 
be  plainly  marked  by  usage  and  practical  con- 
struction. Bo  far  as  it  has  been  asceriaioed,  and 
any  question  of  power  settled  by  common  con- 
sent, erery  consideration  coDoected  with  the  good 
of  onr  coQQtry  forbids  us  to  disturb  it.  Gentle- 
men endeavor  to  alarm  us  with  a  thousand  im- 
aginary dangers.  They  say,  suppose  Congress 
were  to  do  this,  that,  and  the  otoer  moastroas 
thing.  Ton  may  suppose  anything,  and  make 
what  deductions  you  please.  Suppose  the  people 
were  to  destroy  their  own  liberties,  what  then  1 
Their  liberties  would  be  destroyed.  Supposs 
they  were  all  to  collect  on  the  bank  of  the  Po- 
tomac, pluage  inio  the  stream,  and  drown  ihem- 
seires  ;  why,  to  be  sure,  they  would  be  drowned, 
but,  does  it  follow  (bat  there  is  any  danger  of  their 
doing  either?  All  this  aupposiog  seems  to  accord 
better  with  a  Bentiment  aaranced  by  a  celebrated 
Senator  a  few  years  since,  "that  the  people's 
worst  enemies  are  themselves,"  than  the  gen- 
erally  received  opinion  lespectmg  the  nature  of 
this  QoTemment. 
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This  bill,  proUblr,  is  oppoied  by  mur  under 
au  ezpeciaiioD  of  a  new  oaiioDal  bank.  As  ibis 
question  will,  at  leaat  appear  \o  be  decided  on 
ComtiiuliaDBi  groDod,  iheir  expecutioiiB  wilt 
hardly  be  realized.  Indeed,  it  is  queitionable 
wbelber  eiiber  foreigners  or  oor  own  citiseo* 
will  again  vest  money  in  a  lutional  bank.  The 
Xall  of  Ibis  will  throw  a  large  portion  of  the  baak- 
ing  capital  into  tbe  banlts  of  [be  great  commer- 
eial  States,  whose  influence  and  bosiiliiy  will  be 
increased  against  a  new  national  instiiuiioa.  But 
why  put  down  one  national  baok  to  raise  up 
'  another  1  How  are  the  people  lobe  benefited 
by  it  T  I  shall  be  told,  perhaps,  that  the  direc- 
tion ought  to  be  changed.  And  what  will  be 
this  change  1  Why,  merely  putting  oat  ona  set 
of  moneyed  men  to  put  in  another,  who  will  Tery 
won  be  the  same.  If  this  be  the  object,  I  will 
only  obterre, 


It  la  but  the  diflerence  between  Hopkins  and 
Stetnhold,  and  Sternhold  and  Hopkins.  A  new 
salional  bank,  with  an  increased  capital,  would, 
to  be  sure,  open  a  new  field  of  speculation  and 
increase  that  influence  of  which  gentlemen  pre- 
tend  to  complain;  for,  if  moneyed  tn^n  retain 
their  confidence  in  our  institutions,  the  same  mo- 
lives  which  Induced  foreigners  to  purchase  seven 
millions  of  tbe  present  stock,  will  induce  them 
to  purchase  the  stock  of  ibc  new  bank. '  I  hear, 
with  some  astonishment,  gentlemen  opposed  to 
ibis  bill,  and  paiticularlv.my  friend  from  Ten- 
nessee, (Mr.  AMDEaaoN,]  declaim  with  such  ap- 
parent earnestness  aboat  tbe  dsoger  of  ibis  in- 
stitution with  a  capital  of  only  ten  millions  of 
dollars,  when  I  recollect  the  partinlity  tbey  mani- 
fested for  a  bill  before  us  last  year,  which 


millions.  On  the  motion  lo  postpone  that 
(ill  the  first  Monday  in  December  last,  in  sub- 
stance a  motion  to  reject,  it  will  be  found  by  ref- 
erence to  the  Journals  that  most  of  those  on- 
})Osed  to  this  voted  againai  the  postponement.  If 
this  bank  of  ten  miirioDs  is  such  a  viper,  a  thirty 
million  bank  would,  Indeed,  be  a  monster.  Qen- 
tlemen  may  say  ifaat^  allhoueh  ihey  voted  against 
postponement,  ihey  intended,  ultimately,  to  vote 
against  the  passage  of  the  bill.  Let  ibis  be  con- 
ceded, and  still  their  votes  evince  a  decided  pref- 
erence of  the  new  to  tbe  present  institution.  I 
voted  for  tbe  postponement  because  I  was  not 
entirely  convinced  of  its  constitutionality,  nor 
was  I  satisfied  with  tbe  detaili.  The  banking 
operations  of  the  present  instituEion  are  confined 
to  the  seaboard,  and  may  be  considered  a  neces- 
sary and  proper  mean  suboidiaate  to  tbe  end  of 
aiding  the  finances,  but  the  bill  I  have  mentioned, 
contemplated  an  extension  of  branches  into  every 

Srt  of  tbe  country,  to  places  where  the  Qentral 
ivernmentbad  no  revenue  to  collect,  and  the 
creation  of  it  might,  perhaps,  be  deemed  tbe  ei- 
ercise  of  an  independent,  original  power, 
scendtng  the  limit  of  an  auxiliary  measu: 
do  not  design  (o  give  a  decided  opinion  of  (be 


ilionality  of  it  at  this  time.  Olbet  sub- 
stantial objections  to  that  bill  will  suffice  lo  jus- 
tify my  vote,  if  necessary.  If  the  object  of  gea- 
tlemen  was  to  eradicate  the  banking  system  from 
the  country.  I  might,  in  obedience  to  my  former 
prejudices,  be  mere  disposed  to  join  them.  But 
this  is  not  even  preieaoed.  The  sole  object  in 
the  death  of  this.is,  to  generate  more  of  these 

under  State  or  federal  authority. 

people  of  the  United  States,  tbtough  ib« 
medium  of  theNational  Government,  have  within 
their  control  thai  portion  of  the  moneyed  capittd 
vested  in  this  bank,  which  is  not  only  a  conveni- 
ent agent,  in  the  management  of  the  finances,  but 
furnishes  loans  to  the  Qovernmenl,  to  answef  oc* 
):asional  deficiencies  in  the  revenue.  If  we  ra- 
linquisb  entirely  oor  power  over  the  moneyed 
capital,  will  not  the  influence  of  the  interior 
States  be  diminished,  and  that  of  ihecomoiercial 
States  increased?  The  importing  States  will 
have  the  moneyed  capital ;  tbe  greater  pact  of' 
OUT  revenue  will  be  collected  by  their  banks,  and 
we  shall  not  only  be  dependent  on  them  for  loans, 
but  they  can  at  any  time  withhold  our  revenue, 
without  the  interposition  offeree. 

The  sum  required  to  be  paid  by  the  stockhold- 
ers, is  strongly  objected  to.  And  why,  sir?  Is 
there  any  ihiog  unreasonable  in  this  provision?' 
The  privileges  and  benefits,  to  be  enjoyed  by  them, 
they  will  derive  from  the  people  of  the  United 
States;  for  which,  justice  requires  them  to  pa/ 
the  people  an  equitable  equivalenu  This  sum  is- 
demanded  in  ihenatuce  of  a  lax  on  the  privilege 
granted.  The  pieuuum  contemplated  with  the 
probable  advance  on  the  five  millions  of  stock, 
authorized  to  besubscribed  by  the  United  States, 
will  amount  to  about  tbrec  millions  of  doUars, 
They  are  to  pay  three  per  cent  on  the  public  de* 
posites,  which  will,  I  suppose,  without  pretending 
10  have  made  an  aceurata  estimate,  amount  to 
several  millions  more  during  the  term  of  incor- 
poration ;  so  that  this  bill,  it  passed  into  a  law, 
will  bring  into  the  naiional  treasury  five  or  six 
millions  of  dollars,  for  the  benefit  ol  the  people 
of  the  United  States;  and  what  are  we  about  to- 
do  !  Why,  sir,  give  it  up  to  the  large  Stales  on 
the  seaboard,  in  whose  banks,  we  ate  told  by  gen* 
tiemen  on  the  other  side,  ihU  very  dangerous  for- 
eign capital  will  be  vested,  and  our  revenue  de- 
posited. Well  may  those  States  clamor  about 
State  rights  and  State  iolerests,  bill  bow  4he  in- 
terest or  imporiance  of  Kentucky  in  the  UnioOr 
or  of  any  State  where  none  of  tbe  naiionat  reve- 
nue is  collected,  is  to  be  advanced  by  the  destruc- 
tion of  this  ioslUuiion,  1  am  not  conjurer  enough 
to  discover. 

It  might  be  contended  with  some  plausibility, 
that  this  Government  is  under  an  implied  obliga- 
tion to  continue  this  hank  upon  equitable  terma, 
and  with  reasonable  modifications.  The  present 
stockholders,  both  citizens  and  fotaigners,  have 
paid  for  every  100  dollars  they  own  from  140 
to  150  dollars.  The  Oovernment  sold  at  about 
that  advance  a  few  years  ago.    When  the  Con- 

5 teas  of  1791  passed  the  law  declaring  that  there 
lonld  be  a  national  bank,  did  they  intend '  it  to- 
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be  ■  lemperar?  iDitiiatioD?  Id  tbe  otmeroas 
tranaTers  of  stock  i*bieh  hara  taken  pUce,  was  it 
M  andentoodl  Could  it  bare  been  eipeeied 
Ibat  a  GrOTerBment,  which  declared  a  naiioDal 
bank  necessarr  and  proper,  the  first  tTenty  years 
of  its  exifrtence,  would  dispense  wtib  it  after* 
wards?  The  limilaiiDa  of  the  cor|)oratioD  lo 
tbat  period  waa  Teiy  proper.  It  ii  highly  erpe- 
dteoi  that  Ibeae  efaarters  thooM  retaro  occasion- 
ally into  the  power  of  the  people,  to  afford  them 
an  opportaniiy  of  rerising;  and  correcime  them ; 
beaioes,  sach  a  1tmitati6n,  h'j  increaging  tbeir  de- 
pendence, gives  lome  security  to  the  commanily 
against  abuses.  Has  not  the  conduct  of  the  Qot- 
ernmeot  aathorised  an  expectation,  that  this  bank 
would  be  continued  1  And  if  it  fans,  are  they 
not  bound  by  the  rules  of  morality  xa  fulfil  that 
expectation,  unles*  the  Conaiiiutioa  or  public 
good  clearly  forbid  it  7 

Although  this  subject  has  received  much  false 
coloring  tbrongh  the  conniry,  by  charges  of  Brit- 
ish inmience,  &.C.,  I'did  not  expect  to  hear  it 
from  an  honorable  Senator  of  the  United  States 
— it  has  not  indeed  been  positively  asserted,  bat 
hinted  in  luch  a  manner  as  lo  make  an  impres- 
sion bo  ibe  cQnimuniiy.  Some  stale  circumstancea 
connected  nith  the  British  treaty  have  been  very 
onoecetsarLly  Ittsgecl  in  to  increase  the  prejudices 
against  this  bill.  Ic  bas  bean  iD<inuate(^  that 
British  influence,  operating  through  this  institu- 
tion, has  prevented  the  Qovarnment  from  taking 
strong  measures  against  Great  Britain;  but  in 
what  manner  this  has  been  effected,  gentlemen 
have  not  been  good  enough  to  explain.  Did  it 
pTereni  Mr.  JeSeraon  from  taking  a  war  course? 
For  I  believe  it  is  generally  understood  that  he 
was  opposed  to  a  war.  Has  it  operated  upon  the 
present  Executive?  Sucb  a  suggestion  will  noi 
be  made.  I  have, during  my  service  here,  given 
a  fair  and  faithful  luppuri  to  the  Ad mioiat ration, 
and  I  have  certainlf  voted  for  stronger  measures 
than  they  were  willing  to  accept.  It  is  doe  to 
the  tOlb  and  11th  Congresses,  who  have  be«n  so 
much  abused,  to  alatc,  that  their  couna,  as  re- 
gards the  question  of  peace  or  war,  has  been  in 
perfect  unison  with  the  views  of  the  lale  and 
present  Presidents.  Let  it  not  he  inferred  that  I 
am  disposed  toSnd  fault;  I  believe  when  we  con- 
sider (he  very  extraordinary  state  of  the  foreign 
world,  and  retrospect  the  embarrassing  circum- 
stances which  have  surrounded  us,  the  course 
pursued  by  ihem  onghi  to  be  deemed  substanti- 
ally correct,  ceriainly  so  as  respects  their  leading 
object,  which  has  been  to  avoid  making  this  coun- 
try a  party  in  the  present  war.  If  I  was  disposed 
to  ceitsnre,  it  would  he  for  not  making  an  effort 
to  chastise  some  of  the  British  armed  vessels 
which  lay  in  our  waters  after  the  affair  of  the 
Chesapeake,  in  open  contempt  of  the  President's 
proclamation;  If  a  single  vessd  had  been  driven 
out  or  compelled  to  strike  her  colors,  it  would 
have  healeil  the  wound  inflicted  on  the  national 
pride  and  feeling,  oommitied  by  the  Leopard. 

That  this  Oovernment  sboald  have  an  influ- 
ence with  foreif^n  Gbvernments  proportioned  to 
the  interest  their  subjects  have  m  our  faads,  is 


Srobable,  bat  how  this  interest  gives  them  an  in- 
uenee  here  1  am  at  a  loss  to  perceive:  foreign- 
ers cannot  even  vote  in  the  appointment  of  di- 
rectors, if  there  is  any  reality  in  this  idea  of  for- 
eiitn  influence  through  this  institution,  why  did 
gentlemen  permit  the  present  stockholders  lo  bs 
incorporated  into  the  bill  introduced  last  year  T* 
And  why  was  not  a  provision  inserted  to  prevent 
foreigners  from  purchasing  additional  stock? 

We  are  told  too  of  their  partiality  in  discounli. 
I  might  answer  thfs  argument,  by  asking,  what 
bankorwbat  administration  has  not  been  partial? 
What  member  of  this  Senate  bas  never  used  hla 
influence  in  favor  of  bis  friends  against  men,  per- 
haps, of  more  merit?  If  partial  evils  or  smalt 
im|>roprieties  are  to  antborize  a  war  of  extermi- 
nation against  out  institutions,  none  would  prove 
so  immaculate  as  to  escape  the  general  catastro- 
phe. By  the  bill  reported,  an  odious  feature  iti 
the  present  chatter,  granting  an  exclusive  privi- 


1  giv. 

goard  against  alf  the  evils,  real  or  imaginary, 
which  have  been  complained  of.  I  have  heard 
no  gemtleman  adToeate  a  simple  renewal  of  the 
elisrter.  This  charge  of  partiality  on  the  score 
of  party,  at  least  for  the  last  twelve  years,'haa 
been  completely  repelled  by  the  deputation  of 
Ave  from  the  mechanics  and  manufacturer*  of 
Philadelphia,  and  let  it  be  remembered,  too,  that 
these  men  are  repnblicans  of  the  first  water.  Wa 
are  arraigned,  sir,  for  the  great  atieniion  and  re- 
spect shown  to  the  two  depntationa  from  Phila- 
delphia, oneinbehalf  of  the  mercantile,  the  other 
of  the  man  ti  fact  urine  Interest  j  from  the  latter  we 
received  the  most  of  the  facts  which  have  been 
detailed  to  the  Senate.  They  did  not  come  armed 
with  any  political  reaolulions  to  inflnence  our  de-  ' 
liberations  ;  no,  ihey  were  sent  to  represent  the 
embarrassments  of  the  commercial  and  manufac- 
turing classes  in  Philadelphia,  arising  from  the 
apprehended  dissolution  of  the  bank.  And  waa 
it  improper  in  the  committee  to  hear  them?  Their 
candor  and  respectability  were  not  doubled  by 
those  of  the  committee  most  opposed  to  the  banx. 
Is  anything  more  common  in  England  than  (br 
Parliament  to  hear  witnesses,  and  even  counsel, 
in  behalf  of  any  class  of  men  whose  interest  ia 
supposed  to  be  affected  by  a  measure  depending 
before  them?  And  shall  we  deny  to  American 
citizens  privileges  enjoyed  by  British  subjects? 

Gentlemen  say  the  embarrassments  in  Philadel- 
phia could  not  have  been  occasioned  by  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States^  because  they  continue  to 
discount  as  usual.  If  I  recollect  the  evidence — 
and  I  hope  to  be  corrected  if  I  mistake  it— it  was 
tfaia— that  the  calling  in  often  per  cent,  on  their 
debts  occasioned  such  a  pressure,  that  they  were 
prevailed  upon  lo  extend  their  disconnts  until 
the  ultimate  decision  of  Congress  should  be 
known.  I  have  heard  it  seriously  urged  that 
the  evils  and  inconveniences  to  be  experienced 
from  itsdissolutioo,  prove  it  to  be  a  dangerous  in- 
stitulion  ;  the  same  argument  would  ptore  thai 
the  Government  ought  to  be  destroyed.    Noth- 
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-ofjMuion  or  misg'uidGi]  zeal. 

Imuatomit,  Mr.  PresideDt,miny  of  the  remarks 
H  iutenileil  lo  offer  to  the  Seoate  on  ibia  bill— I  ove 
rit  to  Other  geDiUmea  who  wish  to  eiprMi  their 
views,  Before  I  sit  dowD,  I  beg  leave  to  say  a 
'few  woTiIa  about  ihe  liberl)'  or  ivranny  of  the 
,  presi.  Ty^rBDTiT  ia  to  me,  sir,  a  hideoua  fieud  in 
every  poisible  foriD.  A  press  well  coDducled  i) 
ioTaluable;  but  this  paJladiuiD  of  our  rights  mar, 
if  permitted  to  exercise  an  undue  iii6ueDce,  be 
'made  the  ioslrument  to  entomb  the  libertiea  of 
this  people.  With  wl)tt  iodigDaiion  would  an 
.  attempt  through  ibe  medium  of  the  pmi,  to  io- 
tlmidate  a  court  or  jury  in  relation  to  a  coutro- 
venv  while  pendiog, be  vieneilj  and  whftt  courte 
■yioiM  be  taken?  I  nerd  not  answer  the  questiou. 
-AvI  is  it  not  equally  important  that  our  deliber- 
'Wons  should  be  free  from  an  improper  ind  irie- 
ttpoDsible  influence  1  After  I  have  given  my 
Tole,  I  am  ready  to  meet  lavestigation  ;  but  this 
aysltm  of  abusing  and  denouncing  members  who 
mayspeakor  vote  foror  against  a  meaiuredcpend- 
ing  before  Congress,  is  a  monstrous  o'utrvge  upon 
the  independence  of  the  National  Legi^laiure ; 
and  every  attempt  of  editors  to  inflaence  their 
decision  by  assailing  or  exoiiing  unfounded  pre- 
judice! against  them  respecting  a  subject  opon 
which  they  are  deliberatins  ought  to  be  tepro* 
bated  and  resisted  by  every Triend  to  his  coualry. 
If  it  ia  once  understood  that  Congress  are  con- 
trolled by  the  dictatorial  arrogance  of  the  prew, 
-what  will  ba  the  consequence?  Howtver  pure 
the  press  may  now  be.  if  it  should  become  an  ob- 
ject with  a  foreign  nation  to  give  a  direction  to 
onr  measures,  or  of  a  junto  oT  assassins  behind 
the  curtain  to  prnseribe  every  honest,  iodepend- 
,  eat  man  from  the  confidence  of  the  people,  a 
auSieient  number  of  them  will  be  purchasedat  any 
price,  and  ihrong}i  this  medium,  if  well  combined 
and  organized,  an  unseen  power  wUI  guide  our 
Councils. 

My  honorable  friend  from  Qeorgia  has  beea 
reminded  of  the  Macedonian  phalanx.  I  trust,  sir, 
we  shall  ever  be  found  associated  with  a  phalanx 
American,  Repnblican,  in  heart  and  seniimenl 
I  will  not  sacrifice  the  interests  of  my  constitu 
ents  for  fear  of  being  called  hard  names.  Thi 
epithets  of  quidism,  qaadroooism,  or  any  other 
ism  which  mslice  or  policy  may  suggest,  shall 
not  drive  me  from  the  course  called  Tor  by  tfai 
public  good.  I  am  proud  that  I  represent  a  peopli 
just,  generous  and  independent,  not  to  be  carried 
•way  by  unmeaning  clamor.  Before  they  dis- 
card a  public  servant,  they  will  view  him  both 
on  the  political  theatre,  and  in  the  walks  of  pri- 
vate life.  They  know,  too  well,  that  those  are 
not  always  the  Wt  Christians  who  sing  hallelu- 
jahs on  the  house  top,  not  have  they  forgotten 
the  celebratedSempronins,  who,  on  the  approach 
of  Cssar,  thundereu  war  in  the  Roman  Benate, 


Roman  people. 
Deeply  impreued,  Mr.  President,  with  the«pin- 


iha*  the  rejection  of  this  bill  will  give  at 
:  a  temporary  check  to  the  prosperity  of  die . 
rising  State  from  whieb  I  come,  I  sball  give  my 
negative  to  the  motion  to  strike  oat  the  first  sec- 
tion.   Yes,  sir,  not  only  the  interest,  but  import- 
ince  of  that  State  in  the  Union  is  about  to  be 
sacrificed.    When  I  look  b^vond  the  monntain*, 
and  remember  that  Kencuciy  has  nurtured   me 
'  nost  from  my  cradle,  that  she  has  bestowed 
m«  her  choicest  honors,  my  bosom  is  filled 
th  emoiiotu  of  xratiiude,  which  Impel  me  to 
say  on  lhis,a*  on  ell  other  occasions,  Kentucky,  I 
am  only  thine  1 

SiTUBniT,  February  16. 
Ir.  CuTTB,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
to  enable  the  Qeorgetown  Potomac  Bridge 
Company  to  levy  money  for  (he  object  of  its  in- 
corporation, correctly  engrossed  ;    and   the  bill 
was  read  the  third  time  aa amended,  and  passed. 
The  bill,  entitled    "An  act  aaihorizing  the 
Secretary  of  State  lo  cause  a  general  index  to 
the  laws  of  (be  United  States  to  be  made,  printed, 
and  distributed,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
ifcrred  to  a.  select  committee  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  Frakklin,  Gilhah, 
and  Reed,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  establishing 
radijig  houses  with  the  Indian  tribes,  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee to  consider  and  report  thereon  ;  and  Messrs. 
"~"TH,  of  Maryland,  Fhaheun,  and  BttiDLET, 


To  the  Senate  and  Home  of 

lUpretenlalivei of  l&e  UmledSlaie*:. 
I  now  isy  before  Congieas  the  lieaty  conelnded  on 
Um  lOth  of  November,  IBOT,  on  the  psrt  of  Ihe  United 
States,  with  tbe  Great  and  Little  Owge  tribes  of  In- 
dians, with  a  view  to  such  legal  provision  si  may  be 
deemed  proper  for  fiiUlling  its  itipulatimi. 

Fas.  16,  leil.  JAMEe 'MADISON. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  enclosing  a 
resolution  of  that  Legislature,  approving  the 
measures  of  the  General  Qovernmenli  which 
were  read. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  amend  and  continue  in  force 
an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  Bank  of  tbe  United  States,  passed 
on  the  S3th  day  of  April,  1791 ;"  the  motion  to 
strike  out  the  lirsi  section  being  under  consid- 
eration. 

MrSu: 


seal  in  Congress  (said  he)  the  course  of  proceed- 
ing was  to  fix  the  principle  by  reaolution,  and, 
that  once  fixed,  to  send  it  to  a  committee  to  re- 
port a  bill,    fiy  a  moiioa  to  aiHke  out  ibe  fint 
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Bank  sf  HA*  Un^td  atmlm. 


BSKATE. 


MslioD  the  prineipla  wilt  be  tried,  amd  the  Sea- 
tM,  if  ihe  moiioD  fails,  will  go  iaio  a  diieanion 
of  tbe  promioas  of  the  bill.  Tbis  I  eoDceire  a 
better  coarte,  thao  for  the  Senate  to  go  into  dis- 
«anioD  of  the  deiaili  of  a  *abj«ct  wbieh  would 
probablf  b«  nliimatelf  rfjected  on  tbe  geoeral 
grouod  of  priaeiple. 

Tbe  ^tlemao  who  iniTOdnced  tbit  labject 
apoke  witb  great  snintation  and  witb  great  feel- 
iDg  againK  the  picM  or  preMtt  which  bare  no-' 
dettaEea  to  gire  their  opiDJoDs  opoo  tbis  great 


not  beliefe  that  be  would  permit  hiniKir  to  be 
driren  ODi  of  his  opioioo  oj  aof  man  or  set  of 
men.  There  it  do  man,  >ir,  tbe  least  aequainied 
with  tbe  gmileman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Caiw- 
roRo)  bui  will  believe  bit  deeliraiion.  But 
aaother  reaolt  may  be  apprehended,  that  tfaone 
who  feel  so  great  an  ofieoce  at  ibe  freedom  the 
press  has  taken,  mij'  be  driven  into  tlie  opposite' 
conrae  hj  the  irritation  oftbeir  feelings.  Ceitaia- 
ly  those  feeling!  mast  have  been  extremely  strong 
with  the  genttemao  from  Kentvckv  (Mr.  Pope) 
to  bare  induced  him  toierminsle  his  speecb  with 
an  ontiioA  hostile  to  the  press.  Are  ihe  gentle- 
mea  from  Qeorgta  and  Kentacky  the  onlr  Sen- 
ators who  hare  bad  their  feelings  wounded  bv 
ibeeondoct  of  the  press  upon  this  subject?  Sir, 
if  tbe  gentleman's  optnions  and  seniimenis  hare 
been  censured  by  one  description  of  presses,  he 
may  find  oaosolation  in  baring  been  greatly  cnlr 
gixed  io  others.  For  more  th«n  n  year  those  o_ 
tbe  same  side  of  this  question  wiih  myself  have 
bad  their  opinions  tortured  ioio  erery  shape  to 
destroy  them  in  the  estiiaaiion  of  tbe  people ;  not 
only  in  this  session  bnt  during  the  last.  Bir. 
there  are  some  presses  in  the  Uoion  which  could 
not  exist,  whose  papsra  would  not  be  read,  but 
for  the  discussion  of  indiridual  eharaeter.  Ii 
aayadrmiage  to  be  derived  from  complaining 
of  tbis  1  It  results  from  tbe  nature  and  temper  of 
pur  Government,  and  tbe  best  way  I  hare  ever 
found  to  treat  it,  is  with  silent  contempt.  He 
who  does  otherwise  engage*  in  Ihe  contest  at  ■ 
great  disadvantage,  and  will  seldom  come  out 
tba  victor.    In  Ihe  same  presses  of  which  those 

Knilemen  complain,  I  have  seen  them  both  eu- 
j^zed,  and  properly,  for  their  conduct  on  the 
subject  of  the  embargo  anil  West  Florida  ques- 

If  tbe  press  be  an  evil  in  this  respect,  we  most 
«ubinit  to  it;  those  genitemen  who  take  a  high 
and  pTominenlstaniTmnst  expect  to  be  noticed. 
Sometime*  goBilemen  will  be  put  down  by  tbe 
press,  bat,  their  conduet  being  eorreet,  will  more 
frequenily  be  written  up  by  it*  abuse. 

it  bas  been  objected  that  tbis  qnestion  is  dis> 
cussed  on  the  ground  of  pariv;  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Oeorgja,  as  I  uoaeistood  him,  said, 
that  tbis  had  been  made  a  parly  question  elee- 
where,  and  might  be  so  here.  [Mr.  Cniwroao 
said  he  h*d  mentioaed  no  place,  but  had  said  that 
this  might  be  made  a  party  question.]  I  under- 
stood the  gentleman  to  say,  said  Mr.  S.,that  this 
may  again  be  made  a  party  questioD.  Batforthii 


obaervaiioo  of  the  gentleman  thasabjeci  of  party 
would  probably  not  hare  been  introduced  at  all; 
and  we  must  indeed  shut  oar  eyes  or  we  cannot 
avoid  seeing  that  this  is  made  a  party  question, 
at  least  on  one  side.  Do  vou  see  one  Keotlemao, 
one  solitary  gentleman  of  one  pany,  discrimina- 
ted generally  as  Federal,  wbodoes  not  vote  for 
this  measure  ihronghoui  1  Do  you  see  one  m^ 
lie  body  in  Philadelphia  or  New  York  which 
ha*  a  majeriiy  of  Federal  director*  or  agent*, 
vrhieh  has  not  come  before  you  with  memorial* 
drawn  op  with  the  ingenuity  of  lawyers,  to  im- 
pose on  your  judgment  1  Have  not  the  same 
party  prepared  memorials  and  sol  the  subscrip- 
tion of  erery  one  of  tbeireaste,  bringing  forward 
nearly  the  sane  number  of  petitioners  as  ibey 
have  of  Federal  voters  1  Hare  they  not  done  so 
ia  Baltimore  1  Of  ihatciiy  I  wonld  say  as  little 
as  may  be,  for  being  a  manulacturing  as  well  a* 
a  commercial  eiiy  it  baa  stirred  up  an  linimosiiy 
ia  soma  gentlemen  against  it  not  easily  account- 
ed for.  In  Baltimore,  on  a  warmly  contested 
election,  the  Federal  party  mustered  eight  hun- 
dred and  foiirteen  votes,  all  i hey  could  parade 
with  their  every  exertion.  To  the  petition  for  the 
renewal  of  the  charter  of  tbe  bank,  there  are 
eight  hundred  and  forty-odd  signature*  I  They 
have  gained  some  few  since  the  latest  conieiL 
Is  this  coineidenee  of  members,  this  exclasirdy 
Federal  petitioning,  no  mark  of  party  T  They 
have  also  got  one  public  body  in  Baltimore  to 
memorialize  io  faror  of  the  bank;  the  rcct  were 
not  to  be  intimidated  by  the  threat*  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  What,  sir,  bare  the  other 
party  dooel  Have  they  disturbed  the  quiet  of 
either  HonseT  Have  they  brought  forward  the 
mass  of  their  votersas  signers  to  petitions?  No, 
sir,  tbey  have  trnsted  tbe  subject  to  tbeii  Repre- 
sentatives, con  Rding  in  their  disposition  and  abili-' 
ty  to  speak  their  sentiment*.  The  representation 
of  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Norfolk, 
and  Charleston,  in  the  other  House,  hare  opposed 
the  renewal  of  the  charter.  Every  city  high  io 
estimallon  as  a  eommercial  erty  is  opposed,  to  the 
renewal  of  tbe  charter,  except  Boston.  This 
speak*  witb  a  strong  voice  what  are  the  feelin 


sir,  to  endeavor  to  work  up  tbe  feelings  of  party 
spirit  on  ibis  occasion  ;  but  the  thing  itself  wa* 
one  of  the  first  eaoses  which  created  the  present 
parties  and  separaied  man  from  man,  and  bro- 
iher  from  brother.  This  meastire  was  originally 
brooght  Ibrwird  and  adopted  when  the  represen- 
tation ia  Congress  wss  not  bottomed  on  an  ac- 
luat  supposed  censD!i  of  tbe  people  of  the  United 
Slates.  Biliy-Gre  members  composed  Congress 
then,  which  was  a  represeniaiion  tsken  by  acci- 
dent. If  a  proportionate  represeittation  hsd  been 
given  to  the  States  according  to  ibeir  population, 
the  law  probably  would  not  have  passed.  The 
States  of^Nortb  Carolina  and  South  Carolina  had 
each  Bre  Representa tires,  being  ibns  placed  on 
an  exaot  equality.  Now  North  Carolina  ha* 
twelve.  South  Carolina  only  eight.  What  was 
the  rote  then  1  Out  af  stily-fiva  membert  thirty- 
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sine  voted  for  ihe  bilL  II  was  not,  ■■  mj  frieDd 
fiom  E«atueky  said,  a  tubjecl  fuily  diacaswd  or 
carried  by  a  iremeadous  majority. 

The  baulf  bavJDg  been  formed,  it  may  not  be 
improper  for  me  to  ti^ke  some  view  of  ita  begin 
DiDfc  and  i(«  operation.  At  Oral  iCBOperat ions  were 
confiaedioPmladelphia;  it  extended  i(s  branches 
tome  lime  afterwards  lo  Boston,  New  York,  Bal- 
timore, and  CbarlesioD.  Wherever  it  extended 
its  influence,  diueusioD  commenced  ;  wbererer 
it  placed  ita  foot,  it  beoams  abioluiely  neeeisary 
for  ttie  States  to  erect  another  bank  to  connter- 
balance  ita  pecuniary  and  political  influence.  Id 
Philadelphia  it  began  to  oppose  cert«{D  people 
and  turn  down  iheir  paper.  The  Suie  of  Feoa- 
•ylvania,iadefeDceoniBoivncitizeDs,creited  the 
Bank  of  Peonsylvauia.  Here  wsa  a  check  upon 
iu  pecuniary  and  political  operations.  I  believe 
I  am  001  miataken  wbeo  1  say  that  soon  after  it 
commenced  in  Boston  a  new  bank  <rai  estab- 
lished there,  from  what  cause  I  know  not.  In 
Baltimore,  sir,  it  soon  taught  us  a  lesson,  and  we 
met  the  lesson  as  other  States  had  done.  Charles- 
Ion  and  New  York  ecird  in  a  similai  way, 
Operatlog  as  the  bank  did  on  the  politics  of  ttic 
country  before  iis  effects  were  aeutralised  by 
competition,  man  being  man,  place  him  where 

Ku  will,  those  concerned  in  tbe  direciioa  of  the 
nkfelt  power  and  exercised  it.  When  the  Brit- 
ish treaty  was  pending  before  Congress  the  presi- 
dent and  directors  (as  I  am  informed)  themselves 
carried  abooi  a  memorial  to  Congress  in  ilsfavor, 
with  what  view  and  with  whst  eSect  may  easily 
be  conceived.  la  Baltimore  (until  we  were  able  to 
check  them  by  other  banka)itx  political  influence 
Wts  great.  Prior  lo  the  great  straggle  between 
the  parlies,  in  179S,  they  did  permit  ene  democrat 
to  be  within  the  walls  of  the  sanctuary,  (as  a 
director,)  a  gentlemen  of  si  much  respectability 
and  independence  of  character  as  any  one  of  ibe 
direction.  He  was  however  (immediaiety  after 
daring  to  give  his  vote  in  favor  of  a  demooratie 
candidate) put  out;  and  since  that  time  no  man  ' 
of  democratic  priaoiples  has  been  permitted  to  en- 
ter ita  walls  as  a  director.     Men  must  shut  their 


o  the  direction  of  the  bank  iMit  in  this  city,  and 
New  York,  where  the  collector  was  admitted  a 
director  for  the  purpose  of  proteeiiDg  ibe  public 
money  at  the  iostance  (it  is  said)  oi  the  Secre- 
tary oi  the  Treasury.  Can  we  shut  our  eyes  so 
«s  not  to  see  that  men  hostile  to  [he  democratic 
party,  aad  of  course  to  the  suceess  of  the  admiit- 
tstratiou  of  the  Government,  ere  not  the  most  pro- 
per persons  to  have  charge  of  its  pecuniary  eon- 
ceros  7  I  would  have  been  very  tiQWilling  to  have 
gone  into  this  part  of  the  subject ;  bat  when  ihe 
(enlleman  from  Kentucky,  scarcely  abk  to  re- 
strain his  lagr,  cried  out,  parly !  party  1  I  was 
boand  to  show  that  it  was  not  those  with  whom 
lact  who  had  any  agency  in  pressing  the  subject 
of  mriy  into  tbe  prexeut  discussion. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  reprobates  the 
systemof  petty  miKbierous  intrigue  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  measures  through  Congress. 


No  man,  sir,  despisca-or  contemns  snch  eonduel 
more  than  I  do.  But  on  whose  side  has  this  in- 
trigue been  1  It  ia  necessary  to  put  ihe  saddle 
on  the  proper  horse.  Have  we  gone  to  insnraaee 
companiea  or  corporations  of  one  kind  or  ano- 
therl  Have  we  intrigaed  with  tfaa  people,to 
induce  them  lo  take  aides  with  us  1  No,  sir,  we 
have  been  tranquil,  we  wanted  no  aid  of  thai 
kind.  Have  we  sent  persons  here  ta  intrtgve 
with  members,  or  a  d^nty  to  remain  here  the 
whole  of  the  last  and  present  session,  to  exphiin 
to  Congress  the  effect  of  pulling  down  the  bank, 
and  ihreateo  them  with  destmetion  nnd  rain  to 
the  Uoiied  States  if  they  passed  the  measorel 
No,  sir,  we  have  bad  no  one  here.  Have  we 
stirred  op  the  people  into  town  meetings  lo  aid 
us  by  memorials  1  No  snch  thing,  sir.  Have 
we  called  meetings  and  induced  honest  mechan- 
ics to  come  here  lo  ioflncDce  Congress  by  idle 
fears,  impressed  upon  them  by  those  who  are 
interested,  lo  tell  a  tale  that  shall  answer  oni 
purposes?    No,  air,  we  hava  pnreaed   no  such 

Respectable  merchnnis,  I  observe,  form  a  part 
of  the  bank  denuties — for  what  ?  To  repreaeni 
the  late  fall  of  ine  price  of  flour  as  a  conseqaence 
of  the  danger  of  tbe  bonk  charier  nnt  being  re- 
newed, and  thereby  to  alarm  the  minds  of  mem* 
ben.  I  am  sorry  that  men  of  such  respectable 
character  did  permit  themselves  to  come  here  oa 
such  an  errsDd.  I  think  I  have  seen  in  the  pa- 
pers that  oneof  theoiauufactaTers(now  here)oa 
being  asked  to  BigD  a  petition  for  the  renewal  lA 
the  charter  for  twenty  years,  said,  he  would 
rather  cut  ofl'  his  right  hand  than  sign  it;  he 
wished  only  arenewal  for  a'short  time  to  give  ihe 
baak  an  opportunity  to  wind  up  ita  afiairs.  If  this 
slatemeni  be  true,  and  of  its  truthlhave  no  cause 
to  doubt,  it  shows  the  depth  of  that  intrigue  which 
seal  this  gentleman  here,  through  Ihe  inairumeo- 
tality  of  bis  eKceJlent  eharaclrr,  to  gel  a  renewal 
of  the  charter  for  a  period  which  he  never  con- 
templated. These  are  intrigues  for  which  men 
oagbt  lo  blush,  and  from  which,  I  thank  God, 
we  are  exempt.  Al  the  tiraa  these  depniies  ar- 
rived, there  were  three  mecimoics  of  Baltimore 
here,  of  character  inferior  to  none,  and  of  wealth 
interior  to  few  in  Philadelphia,  and  who  would 
have  given  a  different  view  of  the  subject,  if  they 
had  been  asked  to  appear  before  the  committee. 
I  thought  it  unnecessary — I  wanted  no  asaistaocs 
of  that  kind,  no  sp«cieB  of  intrigue.  They  did, 
however,  declare,  sir,  that  granting  this  charter 
would  be  adeaib-blnw  to  tl^  polities  of  the  Stale 
of  Marykttd.  They  did  believe  the  renewal 
would  be  injurious  to  them,  for  neither  they  nor 
many  of  the  manufactaters  of  Baltimore  had  re- 
ceived much  advantage  from  the  branch  baak; 
thev  bad  their  own  banks,  from  which  they  gen- 
erally received  accommodation.  Another  species 
of  intrigue  is  carried  on,  to  wit,  by  pamphleteer- 
ing. The  press  is  groaning  with  pampbieta— for 
what?  To  teach  Ibe  minds  of  members  on  ihia 
question,  the  necessity  of  renewal  and  probability 
of  destruction  to  Ihe  nation,  if  their  demands  are 
not  complied  with.    Our  lablea  are  covered  with 
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panisblets  of  tbat  tcadener.     Hai  thne  he«ii 
anmiog  of  the  kiod  on  our  part  1 

I  will  now  lake  a  ri«w  of  a  pari  of  tho  anbject. 
iato  which,  permit  m<  tomj,1  have  been  preWM 
bf  otboi  gmlenten,  to  wit;  What  has  be«D  tbe 
operation. of  the  bink  in  regard  to  the  eollectioo 
of  dDliM  prior  to  18001  Prior  to  the  iastiiution 
of  the  bank,  the  colieotors  took  the  bond*  of  the 
aeTebants  for  dutin,  receiTed  tba  money,  and 
deposited  11  for  aafe-keepiDg  in  the  Stale  Mnki, 
where  there  were  any.  After  the  bank  wai 
eteeied,  il  had,  for  wdh  time,  but  two  branehss; 
Biiil  the  reTenae  wai  well  coUeoiett,  I  are  in* 
formed,  where  the  braneh  banks  of  the  Uoiled 


deuce  in  the  banks  of  the  States  aa  we  ean  on  ihe 
bnncbes  of  the  Bank  ct  the  United  Blaiei.  The 
geatleman  from  MaasachnsetiB  toM  ot  that  in 
tve  New  Bag-Unil  Blates  there  was  bot  one  eoli- 
(arr  braneh  bank  ;  and  I  eoold  not  find  from  aor- 
ihing  ihat  the  geatleman  aaid,  that  he  apm«hend- 
ed  any  distms  would  OTcrtake  the  New  BiiglMnd 
Suteo.  The  gentleman  from  Kentuckr  (Mr. 
Fopa)  told  us  that,  io  BMloa,  the  branch  was 
the  gieat  bank  of  depoaite ;  that  in  the  trifling 
«at-porta  it  was  aoi  of  so  much  eoBwqneoee  to 
have  branches,  the  whole  ooUee lions  being  drawn 
ialotbe  hnnchbankaiBoBlon.  la  orderioshow 
that  there  is  aa  absolue  necessiiy  fet  these  branch 
baaks  io  thecoUeotioD  ofthe  revenue,  the  gantle- 
mao  (Mr.  Pope)  ourht  to  show  that  i be  com- 
pany CM)  place  a  batik  wbererer  money  is  to  be 
collected,  withoat  enlarging  the  preeeot  capital ; 
for,  if  it  weteeKlcndcd  beyond  its  present  amouai, 
bis  eoBseieace  wonld  be  pricked  ;  for,  if  I  nnder- 
atood  biio,  ha  does  not  saToeaieihe  conatiiniioD' 
ality  of  the  bank,  if  its  capital  was  extended  be- 
yond what  he  sanposes  to  be  Decenary. 

[Mr.  PoPB  said  his  idea  was,  that  a  bank  of 
thirty  milliMM  must  extend  its  hrancbes  where 
there  was  no  neeessity  for  tbem,  and  where  banks 
of  another  deacripiioD  were  compeieDt  Io  all  the 
ordinary  oarposcs  of  soeieiyj 

And,  ot  coorse  said  Mr.  S.,  if  the  capital  ex- 
tended beyond  the  limits  of  ibe  gcnileman^  idea 
of  pecesaiiy,  it  would  be  doubtful  whether  it  was 
Coneiituiionat  or  not  Can  a  ten  million  bank 
extend  itself,  as  the  gentleman  eontemplaies,  to 
eTery  place  where  the  United  States  hare  moa- 
eyt  to  colleet?  In  the  Stale  of  MsMachaseiis 
there  are  twenty-three  coHeetion  distriels ;  Bos- 
ton owns  eighly-thiee  ihcunod  tons  of  shiMtin? ; 
the  only  braneh  of  the  United  States'  Bank  in  the 
Stale  is  in  Boston,  whilst  the  other  pons  of  that 
Buiaown  two  hundred  thousand  tonsof  shipping, 
and  have  do  branch  in  any  of  them.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  erred  extremely,  when  be 
supposed  that  thoMlownsinMassaehusetts  which 
had  no  branch  were  of  litlle  importanee.  In  the 
town  of  Salem,  where  there  is  no  branch  bank, 
lh<ie  is,  perhajw,  more  Bast  India  trade  than 
from  any  town  in  the  United  Stales:  the  town 
of  NantnelteL  alss,  is  a  great  trading  place ;  the 
town  of  Porilaad  is  a  great  Hading  town,  and 
there  ate  a  ttamhcr  <d  other  towDs  oF  great  com- 


merce ID  Hassacbuseils,  none  of  which  have  a 
branch  hank,  and  yn  lam  informed  from  high 
Borhorily  that  there  are  no  towns  in  the  Union 
where  the  revenue  JEbeEiereolIecied  than  in  ihose 
towns.  The  branch  bank  at  Boston,  then,  may 
be  considered  asm  treasury  chest,  sad  has  nothing 
to  do  with  the  coIlecitonB;  an  office  where  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  keeps  an  acconnt  to 
knowwhetber  the  State  banks  iraDimit  the  money 
properly  to  Boston  or  not.  I  have  been  informea, 
sir,  oy  the  Comptroller  ofthe  Treasury,  that  no- 
where are  collections  better  made  Ihsa  where 
there  is  no  branch  bank.  It  is  among  the  most 
ridiculotis  of  all  ideas,  to  say  that  the  bank  has 
any  infiuence  on  the  payer  of  the  bond.  The 
influence  on  the  payer,  is  this,  and  ibis  only,  Ibac, 
if  the  meTohaot  does  not  pav  bis  bond  when  due, 
he  has  no  longer  credit  at  tne  cuttora'house ;  he 
is  compelled  thereaner,  and  tintil  his  bond  is  paid, 
to  pay  ibe  cash  for  all  duties,  and  in  that  way 
only  idea  he  snfl'er.  I  agree  with  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  that  the  creation  of  banks  has 


banks  as  from  those  of  the  Uoiled  States.  A  note 
given  to  an  individual  now  must  be  paid,  or  the 
credit  of  the  signer  is  lost ;  but  that  has  no  ope- 
ration as  to  the  collection  of  the  revenue.  In  case 
of  noQ-psymenis  of  bonds,  what  course  does  the 
bank  pursue  in  relation  to  custom-house  bonds  i 
The  same  as  with  ordinary  uotea.  If  the  bond 
be  not  paid  when  due,  the  cashier  retorna  il  to 
the  collector,  who  puts  il  in  suit.  Tbe  bank  is 
a  mere  place  of  depoiire  for  the  safe-keeping  of 
the  bond,  and  has  no  farther  interest  in  or  discre- 
tion over  it  after  it*  payment  is  refused.  There 
are  in  the  United  Slates,  including  the  Territo- 
ries, ten  banks,  emanating  from  and  including  the 
mother  Bank  of  the  United  States ;  and  without 
these  banks  we  are  lold  the  revenue  cannot  be 
collected.  This  does  appear  to  me  to  be  one  of 
the  moHt  extraordinary  arffumeats  that  ever  en- 
tered the  mind  of  man.  Lt^t  us  examiae  it.  In 
the  State  of  Massachusetts  there  is  but  one  bank 
to  collect  from  (wenly-tbree  ports,  possessing,  in- 
dependeoi  of  Boston,  one-fifth  of  tbe  whole  ton- 
nage of  the  United  Stales.  There  is  no  bank  of 
the  United  States  io  Conneclicui,  and  yet  Con- 
neciicut  pays  her  dutiea  as  punctually  as  any 
State  in  the  Union.  There  is  no  branch  in 
Rhode  Island,  and  who  ever  heard  that  Rhode 
Island  did  not  pay  ber  duties  punctually?  Ma- 
ryland has  eight  ports  and  but  one  branch.  Vir- 
ginia has  eleven  ports  and  no  branch,  but  a  little 
one  at  Norfolk,  whose  operation  is  conftoed  with- 
in the  limits  of  ihai  town.  Where  there  are  no 
braticb  banks  of  the  United  States  in  the  ports  of 
that  State,  (Richmond  and  Petersburg,  for  in- 
stance^}  the  duties  are  belter  paid  than  where 
there  is  a  branch— I  am  aothorized  to  say  so.  la 
North  Carolina  there  is  no  branch  bank,  and  yn 
there  is  no  difficulty  whatever  in  tbe  collection 
of  the  revenue.  South  Carolina  has  a  branch 
bank.  Oeorgia,  in  four  ports, has  but  one  branch. 
My  object,  it  will  be  observed  is  to  show  that  the 
reveuue  has  bean  aa  well  collected  where  ihera 
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were  do  branch  banks,  as  wbere  ibcf  hate  ex- 
ktetl.  Lei  me  (ell  the  femleiDBD,  (Mr.  Pope,) 
that  the  banks  or  the  United  Bliies  afford  ho  Ta- 
eility  in  the  coUection  of  the  revenue  thai  it  is 
possible  for  tbein  to  avoid.  I  state  thia,  aa  dedu- 
.cible  from  the  report  of  the  Seeielary  of  the 
Treanir^.  He  states  that  there  is  ia  the  Bank  of 
MaDbatian  one  hundred  and  eig^hly-eighitbou- 
saod  dollars  of  the  public  fnooef.  From, what 
cause  did  it  get  theie?  The  troth,  it  apbears, 
was,  that  the  branch  bank  of  the  United  state* 
in  New  York  refused  to  receive  Copneciieut  or 
Rhode  Island  paper,  .and  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treastiry  tvas  compelled  to  deposiie  it  ih  the 
Manbattaa  Bank,  which  bank  a^eed  ta  rfceive 
that  paper.  Here,  then,  sir,  we  see  that  a  £iiate 
Iwnk,  alihoDgb  it  gains  no  advantage  from  the 
deposite  of  New  York,  yet  bas  accom'modKed 
the  Treasury  by  taking  and  aeconntioz  for  the 
baok  paper  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Aland 
and  placing  it  in  a  situalioa  in  which  it  cin  be 
Inade  use  of  with  facility.  Again,  we  find  that, 
in  Georgetown,  the  Bank  of  Columbia  has'a  de- 
posite of  9115.000  of  public  money.  How  did  it 
get  there?    The  Secretary  informs, us 


'  tors  in  Virginia,  and  from  the  receipt  of  moneys, 
'  paid  at  the  Treasury  for  lands,  pateniti,  die.,  in 
*  bank  notes  not  rtceiwMe  at  the  office  of  discount 
'  and  deposite,  Washington."  That  is,  sir,  the 
branch  bank  of  Washington  refused  to  rciceife 
Virginia  paper  from  those  coliectori,  and  refused 
to  give  any  aid  or  assistance  in  the  coUeciion  of 
the  revenue,  except  that  which  w«nt  to.ibeii 
own  eiaolument.  Not  so  with  tha  Baak  of 
Columbia ;  it  opsmed  its  vaults  to  all,  and  if  any 
man  desire*  it  hs  may  deposits  in  the  ^ank  of 
Columbia  the  paper  of  Vir^ioia,  Maryiai^d,  or 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  cashier  will  give  him  a 
«heck  on  some  of  (be  banks  of  those  States  for 
the  amounL  This  tbey  will  not  do  in  the  Uanch 
bank,  Dosemleroea  suppose  that  tha  notes  of 
the  United  States*  Bank  pervade  the  whole  Uiu- 
ted  States!  No,  sir,  they  do  not.  Does  a  gen- 
tleman, representing  Ohio,  bring  bank  notes  ol 
«ther  Slates  lo  pay  for  bis  cooatitnents  foi'land 
bonght  of  the  United  States,  or  debta  diie  in 
Pbiradelphia  1  Can  be  go  to  the  branch  ^bank 
•ndpay  ihemT  No,  tbey  are  not  bank  Qoiei  of 
the  United  States,  but  of  the  individual  States, 
and  (he  branch  bank  at  Washington  will  refuse 
to  receive  them.  The  Bank  of  Columbia,  uu 
tha  contrary,  will  receive  them,  and  will,  if  h( 
wishes,  pay  the  money  in  Baltimore,  Philadel- 
phia, or  New  York,  or  will  pay  it  here  inio  the 
Treasury.  What  bank  is  it  that  collects  the 
eDue  derived  front  the  sales  of  Western  lauds? 
Not  that  of  the  United  States,  which  is  repr^ent- 
ed  as  indispensably  necessary  for  the  collection 
ot  the  revenue.  No,  air,  tbe  collection  is  made 
by  the  Bank  of  PennsylvaBta,  which  bank  esiah- 
Ushed  a  branch  at  Pittabarg,  and  collects  the 
money  due  the  United  Stales  from  the  purcbase 

«fpublic  lands, as  slated  ■-  ''- ^.l-o. 

cetarjr  of  tba  Tieasury. 


There  has  been  one  great  mistake  ealertutMd 
by  a  gentleman  (Mr.  LtA>yD)  with  respect  to 
New  Orleans.  He  sai^>OBes  that  there  ia  no  Ter- 
ritorial bank  in  (hat  city,  and  asks  how  the  col- 
lection of  duties  will  be  made  without  one.  The 
Bank  of  the  United  States  there  baa  a  capital  of 
only  8300,000,  that  of  ibe'Terriloiy  has  8600,000, 
as  good  a  twnk  too  as  anv  in  (he  United  States. 
And,  noiwithaUiDding  what  has  been  said,  the 
bank*  of  New  Orleans  are  In  as  good  credit,  and 
have  more  specie,  in  proportion  to  the  population 
of  tbe  city,  tnaii  any  banks  in  the  United  Statu. 
If  we.  should  be  fortanate  enough  to  obtain  a 
majority  for  destroying  this  bill  the  genlleinaii 
need  be  under  no  apprehension  for  any  injurir 
ous  result  arising  at  New  Orieana.  The  pub- 
lic money  will  Iw  as  rafe  there  as  in  any  twnlL 
and  we  shall  find  as  boooraUe  men  director*  of 
the  Territorial  bank  as  in  that  of  the  branch  bank 
of  (he  United  Slates  esubllsbed  io  that  city. 

There  is  scarcely  an  evil  which  haa  ttoi  hcea 
attributed  to  the  embargo,  and  which  ia  not  now, 
with  as  Rule  iasiice,  attributed  to  the  expected 
non-renewal  of  the  bank  charter.  Oreat  failnres 
bare  lately  uken  place  at  New  Yt»k ;  bills  of 
exchange  on  London,  to  a  large  amount,  have 
returned  iw>tested,  and  tbe  drawers  are  not  able 
to  pay  the  holders,  and  to  the  present  critical  sit- 
uation of  the  bank  some  gentlemen  attribaie  the 
distress  brought  upon  those  who  hare  suffered  by 
these  failures  and  protests.  But,  Mr.  President, 
what  is  the  real  cause  of  those  failures?  They 
aretionfioed  principally  to  New  York,  and  may 
be  atiribnied  to  the  Ibl  lowing  causes :  It  is  nato- 
ral  for  men  bwa  in  Great  Britain  to  eoienaia 
predilections  favorable  (o  a  commerce  with  th»t 
eounlry,  their  conneJEiaOB,  as  well  commercial  »a(^ 
family,  are  (here ;  their  credit  ia  there  ;  and,  from 
those  csusea,  the  house  itfhich  haa  failed,  and  car- 
ried BO  many  others  wi(b  it  in  its  fall,  ban  prob- 
ably directed  the  principal  part  of  its  commerea 
to  England ;  they  have,  no  doubt,  shipped  cattoa 
■ikd  tolneco,  the  trade  in  which  being  in  a  great 
measure  confined  to  Great  Britain,  the  natural 
Gonaequence  has  been,  that  the  marketa  of  Bog- 
land  were  ecmpletely  glutted ;  tobacco,  except  the 
very  fine  Virginia,  scarcely  paid  the  charges  of 
freight  and  commlssioo,  ana  the  loss  on  cotton 
must  have  been  nearly  fifty  per  cent.  The  eo»- 
signees,  under  those  circumstance^  refused  to  pay 
the  hills  drawn  upon  sbiplnents  of  those  article*. 
Tbe  bills  returned  protested,  and  ruin  to  the  Am*- 
rioan  shipper  bas  beett  the  consequence.  At  any 
other  tine  tbe  English  merchants  would  have 
accepted  the  hills,  and  held  the  cargoes  for  a  bet- 
ter raarketj  but,  at  that -time,  ruin  stared  every 
man  in  the. face.  No  niait  io  London  knew  who 
to  trust,  and  very  few  would  enter  into  engage- 
ments which  they  saw  any  difficulty  in  meeting. 
No  censure  ought  to  be  attached  to  tbe  Americait 
shipper,  for,  by  tbe  usage  of  trade  between  tha 
United  States  and  Barope,  the  American  mer- 
chant is  entitled  todraw  for  two-thirds  the  aiaoaul 
of  bis  cai^o  on  transmitting  invoices  a«d  bills  of 
lading  with  orders  for  insurance.  0(ber  cause* 
have  existed  to  cause  the  pteaeni  distreu  io  New 
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York  and  elMwhm,  lo  wit:  the  »eizar«,  deieo- 
tioD  and  confiicauoa  of  properly  io  DeotnKrk, 
Prtutii,  tod  Fiaaee,  of  thipt  idU  cargoes  to  the 
amonnt  of  many  millioai,  on  the  prooaeds  of 
which  eargoei  merchants  cucalaied  to  meet  their 
engmgementa  al  home,  and  to  meet  their  bills 
drawn  on  Lundea.  For,  sir,  the  merohaals  who 
make  larite  ahipmeats  to  the  CoDlineat,  order  the 
greatcit  proporiioD  of  their  proceeds  to  be  remit* 
ted  from  [hence  to  London,  and,  on  ihe  expecta- 
tion thereof,  draw  bills  .on  their  friends  there. 
Ditappoiotmeot  hai  been  the  aoDseqaenc*  of  soch 
MizutFS  and  losses;  protestf  of  inch  bills  and  ruin 
haa  followed.  Bu^  Mr.  Preaident,  we  might  with 
aa  much  propriety  attribute  the  lite  great  laiturM 
in  England  and  on  tb«  Continent  to  the  eipacted 
non-renewal  of  the  bank  charter,  as  thote  which 
IwTo  happenedin  New  York,  or  the  present  dittreaa 
of  the  merchanis  in  theUnited  States.  The  return* 
of  the  bills  protested,  to  so  large  an  amount,  of 
eourse  deauoyed  the  merchant's  credit  at  bank; 
he  failed,  and,  by  his  fall,  ha*  cansed  the  rain  of 
others.  When  a  great  bouse  fails,  it  is  like  a 
game  of  Bine  pin* ;  knock  ooe  down  and  it  will 
pobably  carry  with  it  four  or  fire  others. 

When  the  honorable  jientleman,  who  was  up 
yesterday,  mad*  an  obserTatiou  on  iheremarksof 
my  friend  from  Tenneuee,  (Mr.  AnDBnaoH,}  he 
certainly  wa*  not  warranted  in  whit  be  said.  He 
tapponed  that  my  friebd  from  Tennessee  gave  a 
rote  at  the  iul  sessioa  different  from  that  which 
be  abould  give  now.  I  can  otily  sar  for  biai  that 
he  (Mr.  AHoeaaoii)  then  ta  id,  uniform  I j,  "make 
your  bill  as  good  a*  jrou  can,  bnt  I  shall  rote 
against  it  on  Con»tiiutien*l  grounds."  Ha  wished 
the  bill  perfect,  if  it  should  .paat,  though  ha  wa* 
fully  determined  to  vote  agaiost  it 

We  hare  been  told,  Mr.  President,  in  ease  the 
charter  should  not  be  renewed,  that  we  shall  find 
in  future  greatdifficuliy  in  obtaining  loan*.  What 
loans,  I  ask.hare  Gorernmcnt  ererreeeired  fron 
the  Bank  of  theUniled  States!  I  reaolleel,  whm 
I  first  entered  CoDgress,  that  Government  were 
indebted  for  loans  mad^fiom  tb*  bank,  but  I  alaa 
recollect  that  the  bank  eomplBincd  of  the  loan* 
a*  an  iDconveoience,  and  that  Congress  took  the 
earlioat  meunre  in  their  power  to  pay  them  ol^ 
and  have,  since  that  period,  nude  no  new  loan 
from  the  bank  until  tut  made  payable  the  first 
of  Janusry  lasL  I  will>not  inquire  whether  even 
that  loan  wa*  neeesaary,  but  I  will  veninre  to 

Eomitt,  sir,  and  will  give  any  aeeurtty  that  may 
required,  that  the  State  buk*  will  give  a  um- 
ilat  aecoiDmodaiion,towit:  If  the  Seeretary  of 
the  Treasury  will  deposiie  with  the  Slate  banks 
two  million*  fiv^  hundred  thousand  dollar*  of  the 
public  money,  (the  aoKKiDl  of  the  late  loan,)  Ibey 
will  lend  Oovernmeht  to  the  same  amonnt,  and 
thus  do  as  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  has 
done,  lend  you  yonr  own  vtoneji,  and  very  kindly 
receive  from  you  an  iDtereatofaix  percent.  ^<te- 
for.  We  ate  told  that  the  bank  has  lately  lassen- 
ad  the  discounts  of  iodividdal*  ten  per  cent.,  and 
that  the  merchants  art  thereby  greatly  dutreised. 
Is  that  a  facti  If  it  is,  and  great  distress  has 
ensued  therefrom,  what  will  be  the  diatteat  of  the 


merchants  if  thetill  now  before  you  shall  pasa; 
aad  i4  agreeably  to  its  provlsiona,  Congress  shonld 
(at  any  time  hereafter)  call  on  the  Unk  for  the 
loan  Qi  four  million*  promised  by  the  bill?  If, 
sir,  a  lessening  of  their  diaeoaots  one-tenth  per 
eeut.  creates  distress,  what  will   be   ibe  conse- 

Jnencje,  when,  by  a  loan  of  four  millions,  called 
irfrom  the  bank,  the  bank  shall  be  compelled  to 
lessen  the  discoants  foar-tenths? 

Baf,  sir,  the  promise  to  lend  four  null  ions  from 
a  ban)t  of  ten  millions  is  idle ;  it  is  worse,  it  is  de- 
ception on  the  face  of  it.  The  loan,  if  made, 
would  not  be  from  the  bank  but  from  the  mer- 
chants, whose  disconnta  would  thereby  be  lessen- 
ed,ain  whose roia  would  follow. 

Weare  told  that,  if  the  charter  of  this  bank  be 
not  r^ewed,  and  the  fund*  of  the  United  Statea 
be  deposited  in  the  Slate  banks,  it  will  be  extreme- 
ly ntttafe,  beoanse.  it  is  aaid,  we  can  have  no  eon* 
trol  over  them.  And,  I  wish  to  know,  sir,  what 
conirol  we  have  over  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Statea  1  None,  btW  the  same  aa  we  may  have 
over  the  Btata  banks.  We  cannot  check  the 
operations  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
if  they  obtain  this  charter,  they  will  know  that 
they  can  hare  their  charter  renewed  whenever 
Ihe^  please ;  so  that,  the  fear  of  a  non-renewal  of 
their  cbsTter  will  hare  no  operation  on  them  in 
future.  You  will  have  a  much  greater  coatrol 
over  the  State  banks,  because  you  are  under  do 
obligation  to  put  money  in  them,  and  yon  can 
change  them  wheaerer  you  think  proper ;  the 
danger  of  lonng  the  pnblic  deposites  will  alwaya 
be  a  sufficient  control  over  their  conduct.  The 
secnrity  of  the  State  banks  is  doubled,  however; 
and  in  are  told,  very  gravely,  indeed,  tbai  there 
i*  much  more  aecnrity  in  the  mother  bank,  and 
her  nine  children,  than  in  ten  independent  banks. 
This  I  must  deny.  I  should, as  amerchani, place 
more  confidence  in  ten  independeni  honsea  than 
in  oD«  with  nine  branches. 

At  (his  point,  tit.  Smitb — being  nswell— gave 
way  for  an  adjonroment. 

HoKnAT,  Pebnury  18. 

Hr.;LBiB  presented  the  memorial  of  Ral]diBd* 
dows,!*iBting  that  be  haa  a  eoBsiderabU  qnantiiy 
of  m«rcbandiae  imported  in  the  ship  Oeoif* 
Waahington,  whereof  Laderie  Krumbhaar  ia 
owner,  and  which  ia  new  noder  detention,  oa 
having  irrtved  aubiequent  to  the  rcviral  of  th« 
BOD-intereoarae  lav,  and  praying  relief,  for  i««- 
sons  ^ated  at  large  in  the  memorial ;  which  waa 
read,  and  referred  lo  the  eommittee  to  whan 
was  referred,  on  the  7th  of  December,  so  moeh 
of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Statea  as  eoneern*  the  relation*  between  the  Uni- 
ted S(atea  and  Fraoee  and  Great  Britain,  to  eoft- 
sider  and  report  thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Oo  motion^  by  Mr.  ANDkaaON,  the  bill  for  tb* 
reliefbfPavid  Porter,  a  commander  in  the  Navy 
of  the  United  States,  was  recommitted  to  a  select 
committee,  farther  to  consider  and  report  there- 
on i  and  Messrs.  AiinBRaoN,  FaaNXLtH,  and 
I  Gaxna,  were  appointed  liie  committeei 
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Tbe  S«iikte  momed  theconsideratioD  of  tbeir 
mowadmeDla,  dingreed  to  by  the  Hooae  of  Rcp- 
rescDUtires,  to  the  bill,  tatided  "  Ab  ftet  pro- 
rius  for  the  lainOTaJ  of  tfae  laad  office  established 
at  Nashville,  ia  the  State  of  Teuneuee,  aad 
Canioa,  io  the  State  of  Ohio;  and  to  authorize 
the  Reguier  and  Receiver  of  Public  MoDefs  to 
HiperJDieDd  tfaepabliosalesof  laadio  the  district 
east  of  Pearl  river." 

Betotied,  That  the  Senate  recede  from  tb«ir 
amendmeats,  diiagteed  to  bf  the  House  of  Rep- 
reaeotacirei,  to  the  raid  bilL 

Mr.  Fraheuk,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  authoriz- 
ing the  Secretary  of  State  to  cause  a  general  itt- 
dez  to  the  laws  of  the  Uaiied  States  to  be  made, 
printed,  and  distributed,"  reported  it  without 
ameadment. 

The  Senate  leskmed,  as  in  Comlnitiee  of  ibe 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  tlw  relief 
ol  Richard  Tervin,  William  Coleman,  Edwin 
Lewis,  Samuel  Mina,  Jowptt  Wilson,  and  the 
Baptist  Church  at  Salem  Meeiing-bouse,  in  the 
UiMiuipfii  Territory,  and  the  biH  was  ordered 
(o  the  third  reading. 

BANK  OF  THE  DNITBD  STATES. 

The  Senate  resumed,  ai  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  amend  and  continue  in  force 
an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  incorporate  ibe  sub- 
scribers to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes,  passed 
on  the  25th  day  of  Febroary,  1791." 

Mr.  S.  Shitb  said  be  was  not  in  the  habit  of 
asking  the  indnlgenee  of  tb*  Senate,  but  on  the 
day  when  be  spoke  last  he  had  been  very  tinwell. 
He  then  bad  occasion  to  observe,  in  answer  to 
the  arguments  of  gentlemen,  on  the  course  of  pro- 
ceedings by  the  bank  on  its  first  Establishment. 
It  has  been  observed,  said  be,  by  an  honorable 
ceniJemBn  from  Kentucky,  (Air.  Pofi,)  "  that 
'the  question  on  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
'  vras  not  originally  a  p>^  question,  and  had  not 
'  excited  mach  sensibility  at  tlM  time."  When 
first  this  question  catoe  bdbre  Congress,  sir,  it 
excited  not  a  little  sensation.  The  doings  of  the 
convention  having  been  recent,  were  then  fresh 
in  the  minds  of  snob  of  the  members  of  Congtesa 
as  had  beea  in  that  body.  To  tliem  it  was  well 
knowa  that  an  nnsnceeesful  attempt  had  been 
made  in  that  convention  to  give  the  power  of 
cnatiog  charters.  Tb«  subject,  it  in  well  knawo, 
wasrery  fully  and  amply  discussed  on  the  pas- 
aage  of  the  cbaner.  The  hmorable  gentleman 
from  Georgia  baa,  in  the  coarse  of  his  argument, 
dMclaimed  all  anthority,  and  depends  (as  every 
gentleman  should)  on  a  fair  construction  of  the 
iMtrnment  itself.  Not  so  with  my  friend  from 
Kentucky,  (Mr.  Fopb;)  be  bottomed  bimsrif  on 
authority,  and  called  In  to  his  aid  the  great  name 
of  WASBTiieToN.  He  told  ns  also  of  the  able 
support  that  measure  received  from  a  gentlemen 
for  whoie  vifines  and  talents  be  always  had  the 
highest  respect,  althongb  generally  differing  from 
him  in  politics;  be  meant  a«aeral  Hamilton. 
H«  alia  called,  in  to  his  aid  the  opihions  of  the 
present  Secretary  of  th<  TiMsory.    Theae,  air, 


arc  powerfa)  aothorilies.  Q«neral  Wkoavtaron, 
it  is  true,  signed  the  charter,  and  gave  it  the 
sanction  of  hts  name  and  authority.  But  let  it 
be  recollected,  sir,  that  General  vVASBiirflTOii 
demurred  on  the  bank  bill  till  the  last  boor  of  th« 
ten  days,  and  that  he  signed  it  reloctanily  at  last. 
He  took  the  opinion  of  the  then  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  &lr.  Himilton,  on  the  subject;  it  was 
an  able  one,  and  he  being  at  the  head  of  the  I 
Treasury  Department,  it  had  in  eonseqnence  a 
powerful  efieoi  on  the  mind  of  General  Wabb- 
INOTON.  It  was  as  ably  resisted  in  point  of  argu- 
ment by  the  late  President  of  the  United  States; 
and  however  high  may  be  my  opioion  of  iha 
talents  of  Oenerel  Hamilton,  1  must  venture  to 
believe,  that  in  point  of  a  discri  mi  Baling  mind, 
Mr.  J«ffer«on  wa*  no  wise  hia  inferior.  Tha 
charter,  also,  was  opposed  by  the  then  Attorney 
GeBeral  of  the  United  States,  (Edmund  Ran- 
dolph.) a  man  inferior  to  few  in  point  of  legal 
knowledge  ;  and  but  for  the  impression  made  on 


General  Wasbinotob  by  General  Hamilton, 
(whose  being  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment added  great  weight  to  bia  opinion,)  ha 


itself,  the  authot- 


ifaerefore  lei  . 

jndgmenta  on  thia 

ities  being  eonnterpoised. 

I  hare  already,  sir,  taken  a  short  view  of  the 
course  of  the  proceedings  by  the  bank  for  the  col- 
lection of  the  revenue.  Permit  me  to  pursue 
that  point.  Prior  to  the  csubtishment  of  any 
branch  bank  in  the  United  Slates,  the  collectors, 
as  [  have  already  stated,  did  collect  each  for  him- 
self;  and,  after  the  money  had  been  so  colleifted, 
they  paid  it  over  into  the  banks,  either  of  the 
Stal«s  or  the  United  States,  where  it  wb>  de- 
posited for  safe-keeping,  the  banks  being  ac 
countable  Io  Ibe  Treasury  for  the  amonnl.  Tb»« 
was  no  difficulty  at  that  time  that  I  ever  heard 
q(  in  conveying  the  poblic  money  wherever  the 
exigencies  of  the  country  might  require.  After 
Ihe  branch  banks  we're  extended,  no  use  was 
made  of  them  but  as  plaees  of  safe-ke«piog  for 
the  public  money.  They  bad  no  instrumentality 
whatever  in  the  collection  of  the  revenue  prior 
to  ihe  year  1800,  simply  treasure  boxes  (if  you 
please)  in  which  the  public  money  was  depos- 
ited. This  was  tbe  course  of  business  far  nine 
Of  ten  yeara  after  the  charter  of  tfae  Bank  of  tbe 


bly  never  would  have  signed  it.  In  tbe  dii- 
cnsaion  of  that  queation  a  very  able  part  was 
taken  by  Hr.  Madison.  The  name  of  that  gen- 
tleman as  President  of  tfae  United  States  has  been  , 
made  use  of  by  tbe  gentleman  from  Kentncky; 
I  am  not  certain  that  we  are  antirely  in  order 
when  we  undertake  to  bring  into  debate  the  name 
and  opiniona  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  It  having,'  however,  been  done,  I  ahontd 
presume  that  I  shall  not  be  out  of  order  in  pur- 
suing the  same  coarse.  The  arguments  of  that 
geatleman  on  that  occasion  add  anoiher  wreath 
to  his  fame.  Neither  wbs  its  rejection  less  ablf 
advocated  on  that  day  by  my  friend  from  Vir- 
ginia (Mr.  GiLBB.)  In  point  of  authority  I  pro- 
duce'tnese,  as  at  least  equal  to  those  brought  for- 
ward by  my  friend  ftom  Kentucky.  We  sre 
.1      f._.  '  ift|  «s  we  ought,  to  e 
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United  Statei  bad  been  created.  No  use,  I  re- 
peal, whateTer  (for  Dine  fean  of  iti  ezisieDce) 
was  ever  made  of  tbe  bank  or  its  brancbes  for 
tba  colleeiioa  of  the  revenue ;  they  were  mere 
places  of  safe  deposite.  If  they  were  uecesssiy 
and  all'esKDtiat,  wby  were  tbey  oot  necessary 
and  equally  essential  at  all  times?  Was  not  tbe 
rereuue  dually  as  well  collected  for  the  first 
nioe  years  of  their  existence  as  it  has  been  since, 
and  witb  as  liiila  loss  to  tbe  pablic  1  In  one  tbous- 
and  cigbtbiiadred,a  bill  was  brought  inaud  passed. 
If  tnr  recollection  Krves  me,  I  was  tbe  author  of 
iL  Hy  object,  whether  I  was  the  author  of  it  or 
not,  was  not  to  aid  the  coHection  of  the  revenue. 
Such  an  idea  never  entered  my  mind.  I  knew 
the  collection  of  tbe  teTemie  was  then  well  made. 
What,  then,  induced  me  to  brin^  in  or  advocate 
that  bill  7  It  was  this :  the  eollectors  gave  bond 
and  security  when  ibey  entered  the  office;  I 
feared  that  they  might  aid  thoie  gentlemen  who 
became  their  securities,  and  from  time  to  time 
lend  to  iBem  (for  their  private  uses)  the  public 
money.  It  appeared  to  me  that  it  was  to  tbe 
private  interest  of  the  collectors,  as  welt  as  the 
public  interest,  to  deposite  tbe  bonds  uken  for  the 
revenue  in  the  great  towns  within  the  banks  of 
the  United  States,  Prior  to  1800,  the  eollectors 
took  the  bonds  themselves  and  kept  them  in  their 
offices.  To  put  it  out  of  their  power  (if  they 
were  so  disposed)  to  lend  their  friends  tbe  public 
money.  I  was  ioduced  to  support  thai  bill ;  and  I 
have  no  doubt  that  it  did  save  the  public  money 
in  some  inaiancei  from  the  effects  of  the  failures 
in  1798.  The  bonds  in  tbe  sii  great  towns  were, 
after  that,  as  the  law  of  1800  directed,  deposited 
in  the  bank  and  its  branches,  and  collected  fay  a 
short  notice  being  sent  from  tbe  bank  to  the  mer- 
cbaDt,  to  wit :  that  his  bond  became  due  on  a  cer- 
tain day,  and  tbe  bouds  were  ever  after  paid  in^ 
those  banks.  Tbe  banks  bad  no  instrumentality 
wbalever  in  obtaining (eicepc  in  that  way)  pay- 
ment of  those  bonds.  CompnUory  process  iras 
not  found  in  tbe  Bank  of  the  United  States,  bnt 
in  the  revenue  laws  ;  if  the  debtor  did  not  pay 
the  bond  when  it  became  due,  he  lokC  all  credit 
at  the  custom-house,  and  must  thereafter  pay 
cash  ;  he  is  put  under  the  ban.  This  is  a  lien  on 
bb  punctuality,  and  it  is  such  a  lien  an  secures 
to  Oovemment  the  puncinal  payment  of  tbe  re- 
venue. However  unable  the  merchant  may  be 
'D  pay  the  debts  due  to  individuals,  every 


ki,  (and  aa  far  as  my  information  goes,  I 

bold  to  say  it  13  a  correct  one,)  that  no  genileraao 
will  doQbi  chat  Slate  banks  will  be  as  efficacious 
in  the  coUeciion  of  the  revenue  as  those  of  the 
United  States  have  been. 

But  in  the  event  of  a  oon-renawal,  we  are 
asked,  how  are  we  to  pay  the  Army  and  Navy, 
and  the  public  officers  1  Precisety  in  the  manner 
we  have  always  paid  ifaem,  through  the  inslro- 
menlelily  of  the  banks.  At  New  Orleans  (wheie 
a  greater  part  of  our  Army  now  is)  the  public 
money  will  be  deposited  ia  toe  bank  of  that  Ter- 


ritory consisting  of  a  capital  of  9S0O,ODO— a  bank 
as  well  and  as  honorably  conducted  as  that  of 
tbe  Untied  States.  For  a  draft  of  the  Paymaster 
of  tbe  Army  of  tbe  United  States  on  that  bank, 
the  deputy  paymasiets  will  have  the  option  to 
take  either  paper  or  bard  dollars.  I  may  add, 
that  the  Territorial  bank  paper  is  as  well  received 
and  in  as  good  credit  as  the  paper  of  the  brancb 
bank  at  New  Orleans.  How  is  your  Navy  gene- 
rally paid  offi  By  a  Treasury  warrant  on  tbe 
Bank  of  Columbia,  (which  is  not  a  branch  bank,) 
and  which  is  paid  in  branch  or  other  paper  at  the 
opiioQ  of  the  bolder.  Would  this  paper  by  such 
means  be  made  a  coin  of  tbe  United  Staiesi  No, 
sir,  it  would  have  no  such  effect.  If,  however, 
the  purser  of  the  Navy  should  ask  specie  for  bis 
Treasury  warrants^  the  Bank  of  Columbia  would 
give  it  to  him;  it  is  at  his  option  to  take  the  one 
or  the  other.  In  like  manner  your  public  officers 
will  be  paid. 

In  what  paper,  the  eentleman  asked,  will  your 
duties  be  collected?  In  that  kind  of  paper  which 
tbe  collectors  or  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
will  think  as  secDre  as  thai  of  the  United  States. 
If  a  merchant  offers  to  pay  his  bond  with  paper 
not  approved  of  by  the  cashier  of  the  State  hank, 
(where  the  bonds  are  deposited,)  he  will  refuse 
to  receive  such  paper.  What  will  be  the  conse- 
quence? The  merchant  must  pay  approved  paper 
or  specie,  or  his  credit  will  be  lost  at  the  custom- 
bouse;  the  consequence  I  have  already  slated. 
As  I  have  observed,  sir,  let  tbe  genlleinan  look 
into  the  respective  Stales,  among  tbe  farmera, 
merchants,  and  planters,  of  the  interior,  and  see 
what  proportion  of  the  paper  in  circulation  is  that 
of  the  United  States— I  venture  to  say  not  one  for 
ten  ;  aod  it  arises  from  thiscircnmsiance,  that  tbe 
agents  and  factors  of  the  farmers  and  planters  do 
business  principally  with  the  Slate  banks. 

But,  Mr.  President,  some  kind  of  incoavenienc^ 
it  is  thought,  will  result  from  the  dissolution  ot 
the  bank,  because  its  paper  is  an  univeraal  medi- 
um. Sir,  there  will  beau  understauding betweea 
the  banks  of  the  different  States;  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  tells  you  that  arrangemenia 
are  nearly  completed  to  atuin  that  object;  tbe 
Secretary  does  not  complain  of  the  inconveni- 
ence that  some  gentlemen  appear  to  apprehend, 
lam  of  opinion  that  tha  more  accounts  the  Trea* 
snry  opens  with  the  State  banks  the  easier  will 
be  tbe  transmission  of  the  public  money.  What 
is  the  present  mode  of  making  remittances  by  in- 
dividuals from  New  York  to  Richmond?  A 
merctiani  in  New  York  wishes  to  purchase  five 
hundred  hogsheads  of  tobacco  in  Richmond.  If 
he  applies  to  the  branch  bank,  and  says  he  wishes 
to  make  a  remittance  for  tbe  purpose  of  purchas- 
ing tobacco  at  Richmond,  the  branch  bank  will 
not,  cannot  aid  him)  butif  he  applies  to  the  Man- 
hat  tan  j  Farmers,  or  Mechanics^  Bank,  tbey  will 
take  bis  motkey  and  give  him  a  check  on  Kich- 
mond  to  enable  bim  to  make  bis  purchase.  Here 
then  is  a  convenience  not  afforded  by  the  United 
States'  Bank  and  its  branches.  In  tbe  same  way  ' 
will  the  State  bank*  act  in  relation  lo  the  funda 
of  the  Oovernmenl.    Tbe  Qorernment  wants 


„Goog|e 


366 


EISTOBT  OF  OONOKBSS. 


266 


SlHATK. 


Bank  of  the  ViuUd  Staia. 


Fbbkdiht,  1811. 


1100,090  al  New  Tork.  The^  hare  il  not  there, 
bm  have  it  howeTer  ai  Richmond.  All  ibe  8ec- 
Tetarjr  of  ihe  Treasury  will  hSTe  to  do,  will  bt  lo 
direct  the  cHshJer  of  the  VirgfJDia'Bank  to  send. 
^100,000  10  New  York.  It  is  doae  erery  day  for 
iDdiTtduBla,  and  no  iDcoQveniAce  ii  esperieaced. 
Suppose  a  raerchanl  in  New  York  wanta  lo  buy 
a  cargo  in  Baliiniore ;  be  appliea  to  (be  brancD 
bank  in  New  York,  laket  out  their  notes  and 
seada  ihem  lo  Baltimore  to  buy  his  cargo ;  he 
will  apply  to  the  branch  batik  of  Baltimore,  aod 
say,  "here  are  notes  of  the  braoch  baok  of  New 
York,  give  me  money  for  themi"  No,  sir,  the 
cashier  wilt  not  receive  them,  the  braavb  bank 
will  not  take  the  paper  eren  of  the  mother  back. 
They  may  do  it  to  oblige  particaiar  centlemeo, 
but  they  are  doI  obliged  to  do  it.  I  hire  said 
that  tbe  paper  of  the  mother  bank  is  oot  a  pay- 
ment to  the  branches ;  nor  are  tbe  bank  note*  of 
the  branchea  lo  the  mother  bank.  Each  branch 
is  bound  only  to  receive  its  own  paper,  and  not, 
that  either  of  the  bank  or  any  of  its  branches. 
For  iosiaoce,  lately  (as  I  am  informed)  Ihe 
brantrh  bank  ofBaittmore  bein^  culled  on- by  the 
mother  bank  for  specie,  applied  to  the  Union 
Bank  for  specie,  for  >  debt  due  by  that  bank  of 
$50,000.  Assigning  ar  a  reason  that  they  were 
called  upon  for  specie  by  the  mother  bank.  The 
cashier  of  the  Union  Back  said,  as  was  DBtural, 
we  have  notes  of  that  bank  to  ibeamount  of  $100,- 
000,  we  will  pay  you  in  ibem ;  her  own  paper  will 
certainly  be  as  a  good  a  payment  to  ber  as  epecie. 
No.  was  the  answer;  you  must  eive  the  specie; 
and  Ihe  specie  was  paid.  The  Uajon  Bank  was 
in  coBMtjuence  compelled  to  send  lo  Philadel- 
phia at  Its  expense,  for  payment  of  the  notes 
which  it  held  of  that  rery  bank.  A  similar  trans- 
action (I  hare  been  told)  took  place  between  the 
Mechanics'  Bank  of  New  York  and  the  branch 
bank  of  that  city.  I  sute  these  cases  lo  show 
that  the  paper  of  the  mother  bank  is  not  a  uni- 
Tcrsal  medium,  not  eren  payment  lo  her  own 
branchea;  whereas,  in  the  understanding  which 
exists  from  Richmond  lo  tbe  Bank  of  Colnmbia, 
from  ibe  Bank  of  Columbia  to  the  bank  in  Balti- 
more, and  thence  to  New  York,  Ibe  paper  of  each 
will  be  received  by  each,  and  when  too  great  a 
balance  exists  against  either^  its  paper  is  sent  to 
Ibe  debtor  bank,  for  which  it  returns  specie.  I 
canool  believe  that  any  gentleman  can  seriously 
•appose  that  bank  paper  can  be  considered  as 
com.  It  is  true  thalliy  your  l«w  all  tbe  paper  H 
Ihe  mother  bank  and  its  branches,  is  receivable  in 
payment  for  dnties;  but  il  is  not  a  currency  in 
all  cases,  becanse  it  is  not  a  tender  in  any,  except 
for  dulies,  and  if!  owe  a  note  at  the  branch  bank 
of  Ballipore,  and  offer  to  pay  molber  bank  paper, 
it  is  optional  with  the  braneh  wheihw  it  will  re- 
ceive il  or  not.  I  have  no  way  of  compelling 
them  to  receive  it,  becaiise  no  paper  is  a  lender  to 
it,  bat  that  of  its  own  hraocb,  except,  as  I  have 
said,  for  public  dues. 

I  nave  been  referred  by  my  honorable  friend 
from  Oeorgia  {Mr.  C.)  to  the  late  letter  of  ihe 
Secretary  of  Ihe  Treasury.  I  bare  been  told  by 
my  friend  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Pope)  that  be  ia 


willing  to  place  his  faith  on  the  great  talents  of 
the  head  of  the  Treasury.  I  am  notgoin^  to 
contest  tbe  talents  of  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Trea> 
sury.  Nor  have  1  the  smallest  objection  to  his 
letter  on  this  subject  as  respects  tbe  information 
it  baagi  ven.  I  respect  it  as  that  of  one  of  the  high 
officers  of  our  Goverament,  and  hope  I  never 
shall  be  found  (from  any  fortuitous  circumsUn* 
ces)  to  doubt  its  due  aolhoriiy.  I  shall  treat  it 
as  I  would  all  the  reports  from  the  heads  of  de> 
partments,  with  respect;,  but  I  will  not  be  bound 
by  the  report  or  pin  my  faith  (as  my  friend  from 
Kentucky,  Mr.  P.  proposes  lo  do)  on  the  sleeve 
of  any  man  breathing.  I  did  not  object  to  tliia 
letter,  but  I  bad  an  objection  lo  htingiog  in  by 
committees  a  support  of  this  kind,  which  is  to 
have  the  preponderating  force  of  a  report  of  the 
head  of  a  department,  lo  the  aid  of  gentlemen  an 
that  side  of  the  question.  I  did  slate,  and  now 
repeat  it,  that  in  1793  and  1791,  so  powerful  an 
instrnmentdid  such  reports  become,  in  support 
of  improper  measures,  that  the  House  was  offend- 
ed, and  the  Secretary  of  ihe  Treasury  (Mr. 
Hamilton)  was  compened  to  conSne  himself  ever 
after  to  tbe  handing  in  reports  stating  facta,  with- 
out being  allowed  to  Eire  opinions  and  lo  use  ar- 
guments  in  support  or  them.  Aniniimation  was 
given  by  a  resolution  of  the  House,  and  we  had 
afterwards  no  arguments  seat. to  us  by  the  Trea- 
sury. We  received  facts,  statements,  and  docu- 
ments, and  were  permitted  lo  form  out  own  opin- 
ions. A  course  tiowerer  has  been  lalterlv  laVeD 
in  our  proceedings  which  Tally  justifies  tne  bon- 
orable  gentleman  from  Oeorgia  in  ibe  course 
that  he  has  pursued  as  chairman,  a&d  will  also 
justify  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  the 
(treater  part  of  his  letter.    1  am  not  to  be  under- 


ailte  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  writing 
the  tetter;  it  became  his  duty  to  answer  the  in- 
quiries of  the  chairman  bf  the  committee;  he  did 
so.  But  ibe  letter  is  nonr  before  us,  and  having 
been  referred  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Ren- 
luckr,  I  will  lake  it  up  in  its  parts,  and  in  doing 
so  I  hare  no  disposition  to  iomct  (he  least  wound 
on  Ihe  feeling  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
He  begins  with  saying.  "Haring  already  in  a 
■  report  to  the  Senate  of  Match  20, 1809,  expresMd 
'  my  opinion  in  laror  of  a  renewal  of  the  charter 
'  of  the  Bank  of  (he  United  States,  an  opinion 
'  which  remains  anchanged,  I  can  only  add  a  few 
'  explanatory  remarks  In  answer  to  tbe  inquiria  of 
'  the  committee,  as  stated  in  your  letter  of  vester- 
'  day."  Here  then,  sir,  he  bottom*  himself  and 
his  opioions  on  the  report  of  1809,  for  a  national 
bank — a  bank  truly  national,  not  of  the  limited 
capital  of  the  United  Stales'  Bank,  which  is 
scarcely  enough  for  tbe  pocket  expense  of  tbe 
merchants  in  a  single  city — not  a  ten  million 
bank,  which  was  adequate  to  all  the  purposes  for 
which  i(  was  intended  twenty  years  ago ;  bat  not 
now,when  weharegrownuptoastateofcompari- 
ttre  grandeur.  The  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasurf 
wants  a  bank,  Ipresume, something  similar  to  that 
which  was  proposed  at  the  last  sessioo;  lowhieb, 
if  1  recollect  right,  my.  friend  from  Kentack^  ttu 
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opposed.  If  tht  letter  of  the  Secretary  be  ibi 
■oihoritf  00  which  m7  Trifod  wishn  to  boitom 
biiDMir,  he  ought  10  lafte  the  whole  o[  it.  The 
Secretary  does  oot  mean  by  that  paragraph  to 
advoole  a  irmple  renewal  of  the  charter,  1    ' 

national  bank,  capable  o{  exieDdiiig  its  rami 

tions  into  erery  BtatCj  a»d  placing  branchea  in 
erttj  State  fai  town  where  large  cDlleciioDi  of 
pablic  moDer  are  made.  That  beiojf  the  riew 
of  Ihe  Secretary  of  the  Treasary,  f  with  we  bad 
known  how  at  the  last  leuioa  to  hare  drawd  out 
hh  aid  instipport  of  his  owD  measure.  Again 
Secretary  says, 'The  banking;  nyslem  ii 
'  firmly  established,aDd  iaiisramificstioDi extends 
'  to  erery  part  of  tbe  United  States.  Under  thai 
'  syaleto  (he  assistance  of  banks  appears  to  me  ne- 
'  cesaeryforfhe  puaetaal  collection  of  tbe  revenae, 
'and  for  the  safe  keeping  and  trangmiMioo  of 
public  moneys."  Here  ibc  Secretary  says,  I' 
iMinkiog  sysiem  has  extended  its  raraiScaiioos 
erery  part  of  tbe  United  Slates.  True,  sir,  h 
it  is  not  the  banking  system  of  the  United  States; 
that  system  only  affects  a  few  cities.  What  then 
are  the  ramifications  he  allodes  to?  The  Stale 
baoli&  throngb  whose  inslrumeotality  colleciions 
bare  beeeo  made  with  as  much  honor,  punctu- 
ality, and  correctness,  aa  by  tbe  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates, and  with  more  facility  (o  the  Gorero- 
ment.  because  those  banks  will  receive  the  paper 
of  otner  banks  in  payment;  whereas  the  branch 
banks  will  not. 

"That  the  punctuality  of  payment  is  princi- 
'  pally  due  to  banks  is  a  fact  generally  ackoowl- 
'  edged."  That  it,  sir,  that  the  banking  system 
has  introdnced  punctuality  between  man  and 
man,  which  baa  created  a  regularity  in  all  pecu- 
aiarr  transactions.  The  Secretarr,  howerer,  cer- 
ufnly  cannot  mean  to  attribute  that  punctuality 
to  tbe  Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  but  to  (he  gen- 
eral system  of  banking.  The  aenteoeo  is,  bow- 
erer,  ambiguous. 

"  lu  punctuality  is  to  a  certain  degm  enforced 
'  by  the  lefusal  of  credit  at  tbe  custom-house,  so 
'  lon^  as  a  former  rerenue  bond,  actually  dne,  re- 
'  mams  anpaid."  Mere,  sir,  I  disagree  with  the 
Seeretarv.  Panctuality  in  payment  is  not  in  a 
certain  degree  enforced  by  a  refusal  of  credit  at 
ihe  caatom-hoDse,  buihy  that  alone.  The  refusal 
of  credit  at  the  cnsiom-bouae  if  alone  the  real 
enforcing  caure.  It  was  not  therefore  wise  or 
correct  in  the  Secretary  to  insinuate  that  it  was 
only  in  a  certain  degree.  The  loss  of  credit  at 
the  custom. house  will  always  compel  (he  mer- 
ebantft  to  pay  their  bonds  to  the  United  States, 
howerer  t&ey  may  deal  with  indiriduals. 

The  Secretary  then  goes  on  to  state  that,  "  he 
'  thinks  nevertheless  that  in  order  to  insure  that 
'  precision  in  the  collection,  on  which  depends  a 
'  eorrespoading  discharge  of  the  public  engage- 
'  ments,  it  would,  if  no  use  was  made  of  luinis, 
'  be  found  necessary  to  abolish  altogether  the 
'  credit  now  given  on  the  payment  of  duties."  If 
noose  was  made  of  tnnks,  credit  bethinks  should 
be  abolished  at  (he  custom-house;  and  gentlemen 
who  read  this  cursorily  will  be  apt  to  apply  the 
remark  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slktea.  Not 
11th  Cos.  3d  Sbu.— 9 


■o  [he  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury;  the  sentence 
is  ambiguous,  but  he, mast  mean  (bat  if  there 
were  no  banks  of  any  kihd,  punctuality  between 
man  and  roan  would  not  be  so  assured,  and  the 
merchants  would  not  be  so  competent  to  meet 
their  eogagemenis,  as  ibey  would  if  aided  by 
banks. 

"State  banks  .may  be  used,"  (lajs  this  report.-) 
"  and  must,  in  use  of  ■  non-renewal  of  the  darter, 
be  Dsed  by  the  TreasDir.  'Preparatory  arrangameDta 
have  slresdy  been  made  to  that  eSect;  and  it  ii  be- 
lieved that  the  ordinary  bnslneas  will  be  transacted 
throDfh  thatr  medimn,  whb  less  coavmience,  and  in 
•one  reapeeta  with  perhaps  les*  safety  Ifaan  at  present,  * 
bnl  witbMt  aay  bisnparable  dJIBcDHy;  norwiU  tbe 
United  Btalaa  have  any  other  amtrol  over  the  manner 
in  wUA  the  bwsnaae  of  Ae  buAm  may  be  eondncted 
thaa  what  aiay  laaalt  frem  tiu  power  of  withdrawing 
&•  nablio  doHKleB." 


What  inconvenience  can  there  be  T  None  that 
1  can  imagine,  nor  will  there  be  anr.  The  safely 
will  be  the  tame,  for  let  me  again  repeat,  that 
ihe  Treasury  has  no  more  control  over  the  Bank 
of  the  United  Sletee,  nnder  the  law  as  it  now 
exists,  then  it  will  have  orer  the  State  banks. 
What  control  (it  may  be  asked)  wlH  tbe  Trea- 
sury hare  over  the  State  banks?  A  powerful 
one,  in  my  opinion.  If  it  do  not  appear  that  ihey 
are  conducting  your  and  their  afiaira  safely,  tbe 
Secretary  will  take  the  public  deposiies  from  sucb 
and  place  them  in  others:  you  can  thus  operate 
powerfully  on  the  interests  of  those  with  whom 
ib'e  pubtie  deposites  are  made.  Have  yoQ  more 
conlrol.noworertbe  Bank  of  the  United  States  T 
No,  sir,  not  so  much,  for  the  law  compels  theSee- 
retary  to  deposiie  the  poblic  bonds  withlbe Bank 
of  Ihe  Unit^  Sntes  and  its  branches,  and  he  has 
no  poorer  to  withhold  them. 

1  am  bold  to  tay,  sir,  that  the  Slate  banks  are 
eoodneted  with  as  much  |»udence  and  aa  mueh 
seeurky  in  tbe  large  towns  na  thai  of  the  United 
Slates,  Id  Vii^nia,  as  I  hare  already  stated, 
tb«n  Is  a  trifling  branch  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  of  000,000  dollars  capiul.  That 
branch  Is  in  a  cvrner  of  the  State,  with  which  the 
people  of  Virginia  hare  very  little  intercourae. 
Their  great  iotercoorse  is  With  tbe  banks  of  Rich- 
id  and  Predericksborg.  '  What  is  tbe  sute  of 
specie  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia?  It  is  supe- 
.  _.  to  that  of  the  Batik  of  the  United  States.  I 
believe  Ihe  cautal  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  is  one 
and  a  half  millions  of  dollars ;  it  has  near  two 
ons  of  dollars  in  its  rauKsat  present— it  sen- 
erally  divides  eight  percent. — tbe  last  dividend 
was  ten.  Here  then  Is  a  dividend  greater  iban 
that  of  tbe  Bank  of  the  United  States  j.and  the 
Bank  of  Virginia  has  noneof  that  check  from  the 
United  Slates'  Bank  which  is  deemed  br  my 
friend  from  Georgia  so  necessary  to  the  regularity 
ofStatebanks.  [Mr.CBAWFOBnexplained,  "that 
those  who  gave  testimony  against  themselves  cer- 
tainly might  be,  beliered;  and  the  State  banks 
had  themselres  stated  that  they  were  kept  in  a 
aalutary  check  by  iheBankortheUoi(edStB(es,|^ 
Mr,  S.  continued.  I  am  happy  to  learn,  air, 
whence  Ihe  genilemaB  drew  Ui  conelnsioD  that 
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the  Bank  of  the  Uail«d  Staiea  was  neoewarf  to 
keep  the  Suie  banks  ia  check.  I  do  doI  know 
what  species  of  directors  ibej  can  be  who  (eil  us 
that  it  ia  absolatelv'  neceasaty  that  we  iihould 
iiBTe  the  United  Slates'  Bank  to  check  ibem  and 
keep  them  from  infuriofi  themselves.  It  is  the 
old  doctrine  of  Mr.  Morns  terived  in  a  new  form, 
that  the  people  are  their  owo  worst  enemies. 
Can  it  be  believed  thai  the  ditectms  of  any  baok 
would  state  that  (be  Bank  of  the  United  Slates 
was  necessary  to  check  them  1  If  it  be  so  in 
Philadelphia,  it  ia  ceruinly  not  so  in  Richmond, 
where  they  bare  not  this  cbeclf.  So  far  from  ihe 
blanch  in  Virginia  keeping  the  State  bauks  in 
check,  tba  Bank  of  Virginia  atwaTe  keeps  the 
brancn  at  Norfolk  in  check.  The  Secretary  does 
not  give  bis  poaitive  opinion  on  ibe -competency 
of  State  banks  to  the  transnrisaion  of  rereniie,  &c. 
bnt  says,  "  it  may  be  added,  That  even  for  ordinary 
'  business  of  reaeiring  and  transmitting  public 
'  motleys,  the  use  of  a  State  bank  may  b«  torbid- 
'  den  by  the  State,  and  that  loans  lo  the  Dnited 
'  States  are  by  many  of  the  charters  forbidden, 
'  wilboui  a  special  permission  from  the  State." 
If  there  be  any  such  charieca,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  need  not  make  use  of  the  banks  which 
have  them;  he  may  find  enough  of  banks  that 
can  give  ample  security.  As  for  ihe  ordinar*^' 
and  extraordinary  businesa  of  the  Treasury  will 
the  banks.  1  have  already  shown  that  tor  lb 
ordinary  husinett  the  Stale  hanks  can  do  iia. 
efiectuaily  and  wilh  as  much  security  as  has  here- 
lofote  been  aSbrded  by  the  branches.  The  Sec- 
retary then  goes  OB,  sir,  to  give  his  opinion  in 
direct  contradiction  to  liie  bill  before  you,  and 
shows  ihat  whatever  reliance  genilemea  may 
have  placed  on  his  authority,  they  have  not  re- 
ported a  bill  in  conformity  to  it — 

"  It  does  not  seem  neoesaarr  to  advert  to  the  partic- 
ular objection*  made  against  the  present  charter,  as 
Ihnaa  may  easily  be  obviated  by  proper  altevMiotia. 
What  has  been  called  a  NatioDal  daak,  or,  in  other 
wards,  a  new  Bank  of  the  United  Stales,  igatead  of 
the  g^iiiDg  one,  maj  be  obtained  by  sooh  altaratiDnB. 
The  caplal  my  be  astaaded  and  nor*  eqaallj  dia- 
tiibnlad ;  n«w  atoekholden  may  be  aubstilnled  lo  the 
fbreignera,  as  bad  been  sugseated  in  the  rapoit  of  Sd 
MsT^,  1809  ;  and  any  other  modifications,  which  maj 
be  thODght  eipedient,  may  be  introduced,  without  in- 
teiTupting  the  operations  of  the  institution  now  in 
force,  and  without  disturbing  all  Ihe  commercial  con- 
cerns of  the  country." 

This  project,  sir,  was  tried  at  the  [aai  session. 
Weuoforiuoalelydid  not  get  the  aid  of  my  friend 
from  Kentucky.  It  was  tben  agreed  to  merge 
the  whole  capital  of  ihe  Bank  of  the  United  Stales 
in  a  Nafioual  Bank,  but  rejected  by  tbe  bank 
agenl— a  bank  of  thirty  millions,  which  would 
have  been  found  capable  to  extend  its  ramifica- 
tioDB  wherever,  banks  might  be  wanted.  Tlie 
Secretary's  letter  speaks  of  the  plan  of  tbe  Na- 
tional Bank  and  not  of  the  one  contained  in  ihe 
bill  presented  to  us.  The  Secretary  contiones, 
"  without  dwelling  on  the  ioconvenienceii  of  re- 
paying at  this  time  to  Europe  a  capital  of  seven 
milliout,"  &c.    The  Secretary,  Mr.  President,  is 


considered  by  hia  frienda  a  very  great  man  ia  fis- 
cal operaiioDs — iu  commercial  maltere,  I  may  be 
permuted  to  have  opinions  of  my  own,  and  to 
differ  from  hlm(wiihoutofrence  tomy  friend  from 
Georgia)  oo  a  question  simply  and  eiclusively 
commercial.  Now,  sir,  where  is  ihe  difficulty  of 
seodiog  these  seven  millions  (owned  by  foreign- 
ers; lo  Europe?  Theieis  no  more  difficnliy,  I 
answer,  than  for  the  merchant  who  owes  seveit 
thousaud  dollars  iu  England  to  remit  ii.  This 
seven  millions  will  not  be  taken  out  in  silver  or 
eold  to  send  to  England,  ae  is  feared  by  eenilemen. 
No,  sir,  men  do  not  carry  political  eaimties  to  the 
extent  lo  injure  their  own  interests.  The  foreign 
stockholders  will  not  remit  specie,  becaose,  if 
ihey  do  it  will  cost  tbem  from  five  to  seven  per 
cent.  If  they  do  not  remit  in  specie,  how  will 
their  funds  be  conveyed  to  England?  By  the 
most  plain  and  simple  mode  that  can  be.  The 
agents  of  the  British  stockholders  will  do  one  of 
two  things;  Ihey  will  vest  the  funds  in  the  State 
banks,  or  funds  of  tbe  United  States ;  or  direct 
their  agenU  lo  remit  the  amount  in  bills  of  ex- 
change— and  how  will  that  be  done  7  By  buying 
bills  of  exchnnge,  which,  for  every  aioely  pounds 
paid  here,  will  yield  them  one  hundred  pounds 
in  England,  becnuse  bills  of  exchange  are  tea  pet 
cent,  below  par,  and  there  is  no  cbance  of  their 
rising.  As  thejr  can  mike  ihiseaiu  by  bills,  does 
any  man  conceive  thai  ihey  will  not  thus  remit 
their  money,  if  remitted  81  alll  Well,  sir,  gen- 
tlemen will  perhaps  again  ask— can  we  spare 
this  money  from  tlie  United  States,  and  will  it 
not  injure  the  young  industrious  meehauics  and 
ruin  the  agricultural  interest?  Those  are  idle 
fears ;  an  exchange  of  property  will  take  place. 
Tbe  American  raercfaanis  have  at  this  time  more 
than  dou  ble  the  a  mou  d  i  (of  tbe  seven  m  i  llions)  o  o  w 
in,  or  which  soon  will  be  in,  the  bands  of  the  Eng- 
lish merchants,  which  they  will  be  glad  to  trans- 
fer by  bills  10  the  Briliahstoekbolder  for  his  funds 
In  ihesiock  of  tbe  Bank  of  tbe  United  States,  and 
thus  tbe  English  stockholder  will  receive  the 

E mount  of  bis  slock  without  one  dollar  of  specie 
eing  sent  out  of  our  country,  and  tbe  funds  of 
our  merchaois  now  in  England  will  thus  replace 
the  funds  of  the  English  slockhelders. 

Here  follows  an  apprehension  of  the  SecTetary 
founded  on  false  premises.  He  says:  "And 
'without  adverting  to  oiher  possible  dangers  of  a 
'  more  eeneral  nature,  it  appears  sufficient    to 

■  Slate,  that  the  same  body  of  men  who  owe  foQr- 
'  teen  millions  of  dollars  to  the  bank,  owe  aUo 
'ten  or  twelve  to  the  United  Suies.  on  which 
'  Ihe  receipts  inio  [he  Treasury  for  ibis  yearalio- 

■  eeiber  depend ;  and  that,  exclusivelv  of  absolute 
'  Failures,  ii  is  improbable  ihai  both  debts  can  be 
'  punclually  paid  at  the  same  lime."  Permit  me 
here  to  observe,  that  I  differ  wilh  the  Secretary 
00  tbe  question  of  fact.  I  cannot  believe  that 
ibe  ten  or  twelve  millions  due  by  lUe  merchants 
for  duiies  to  Ihe  United  Slates  are  due  by  the 
same  individuals  who  are  indebted  to  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  tbe  fourteen  millions  stated  by 
the  Secretary;  because  I  know  that  ihe  great 
body  of  the  merchants  who  owe  for  duties,  do 
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then  bouneM  with  tke  Btmie  btnln,  snd  oletynm 
ciuDot  be  thoM  who  are  staled  aa  debtors  to  the 
Buk  of  the  Unitod  States.  Some  of  my  frieods, 
for  whoseopinioni  and  pettona  I  hare  an  unbouDd- 
«d  reapeet,  are  (till  apprvbeaaiTe  that  great  distress 
will  Tesnlt  for  want  of  the  usual  discoQati  la  ibe 
merehants  of  tbe  United  Bta(ea  in  eaie  of  a  dod- 
reoawal  of  ibe  bank  eharter.  Tbe  fear  is  an  idle 
one;  ii  willbapreeiael]r  the  oldstdrf  of  therreeB 
ats.  It  wilt  be  Temenibered  nine  da^and  oOt 
raach  longer.  Tbe  conrae  of  prooeedin^  will  be 
this :  Tbe  SecTetarr  tell*  yoa  tbai  amagemeBts 
hav«  already  been  made  to  transfer  the  monef 
frMD  the  Bank  of  the  Uoitod  Btaiea  to  the  State 
banks.  1  believe  tha^  are  in  full  operatioo.  He 
will  take  three  milliaos  of  dollars  ftbe  public 
monej  now  deposited)  froia  ont  of  loe  Bank  of 
tbe  United  States,  and  pm  it  ioto  tha  State- 
bank*.  Add  thereto  above  foor  millions  of  de- 
pOGitet,  the  properlv  of  the  merchants,  whieh  will 
alao  be  taken  ool  of  Ibe  Bank  of  the  United  Stales 
■ad  pat  into  the  State  bank*.  That  is,  aeven 
tnillioBs  of  dollars  will  be  immediately  drawn 
froio  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  placed 
in  the  Stale  baoki.  Upon  ibis  roonef  ihe  State 
hanks  will  feel  ihamse Ires  justified  in  going  into 
larg«t  disooitnta,  and,  npon  such  fnnds,  will  be 
able  to  take  np  all  good  paper  thrown  ont  by  the 
Unked  States'  Baak  in  eoDicqneace  of  the  non- 
teoewal  of  its  charter.  Were  I  a  negotiator  in 
Ibe  Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  and  had  1  great 
diaaounta  in  that  bank,  and  were  the  monnys 
traosferrad,  at  I  baTO  aacgasted,  1  should  hare  no 
apprEhenrsion^  and  thoald  put  my  paper  In  tbe 
State  banks.into  whieh  the  deposites  are  remov- 
ed, with  a  full  DonUdence  that  it  woald  be  dis- 
counted. This,  iheo,  i«  an  idle  phantom,  raised 
to  daceire  gentlemaQ  who  are  not  particularly 
aequaintad  with  the  bosiaess.  What  is  tbe  rea- 
son, sir,  ibal  none  of  those  fears,  those  horrible 
terrors  (presented  to  oar  i[ftagioalion)  are  felt  in 
Ballinuirel  Tbe  merchanis  there,  generally, are 
of  the  Hepabliean  party,  and  feel  none  of  those 
fears.  And  yel,  air,  we  are  told  of  the  great  dii- 
treaa,  and  almoat  led  to  beliare  that  nnirertal  rnia 
will  ensue.  The  disirasi  will  not  be  felt  sixty 
dayaa^c  ibe  3d  of  Hareh.  If  felt  by  (toy,  it  will 
be  by  those  whocanaowpay  fire  •billings  in  tha 
pcMnd,  and  who,  if  ikey  go  on  three  montha 
longer,  wonld  aot  pay  sixpeaee.  We  are  told 
that  thia  bank  has  beea  honorably,  eorreoily,  im- 
paidally,  and  fairly  eondncted.  The  honorable 
gentleioan  who  aaade  this  dcolaratioa  asspred  as 
that  he  waanoi  raised  in  theaubject  of  banking) 
and  ibis  was  at  onoe  firing  a  most  conriocing 
reasoaaeaiasl  his  opinion.  He  reoeiret  tha  opin- 
ions of  the  gentlemen  who  are  moat  friendly  to 
the  instiiatioo,  probably  from  gentlemen  thai 
never  felt  a  partiality  for  any  other.  Let  the 
gentleman  apply  to  tnerahanli  on  the  other  side 
of  the  qaeaiioD,  and  be  will  receive  very  different 
information  inoeedi    la  Boston,  the   honorable 

Gnlleman  from  Hassachusetts  told  us  thai  the 
nk  has  for  its  President  a  geniteman  of  high 
talents,  creat  integrity,  and  respectability,  and  he 
did  Bot  depict  htm  laa  big Uy.    1  know  hint  well. 


and  am  bound  to  believe  the  information  the  gen- 
tleman has  gitea  as  to  the  well-managing  of  Ihe 
braech  bank  there.  By  ibe  well- management  of 
a  moneyed  iosiiintion,  we  undentand  an  atten- 
tion to  theadvanuge  of  the  stockholders.  In  that 
point  of  view,  no  doabt,  the  bank  has  been  well 
managed.  I  hare  a  letter,  which  goes  to  prove,  to 
my  satisfaction,  that  the  branch  at  New  York  has 
001  been  maoa^d  with  all  that  impartiality  and 
eorreetness  which  has  been  stated  by  the  deputies 
from  Philadelphia.  I  will  rend  an  extract  there- 
from ;  the  writer  is  a  gentleman  whom  I  highly 
respect,  of  mild  manners,  good  sense,  and  great 
respea lability.  He  says :  *- 1  can  speak  from  ez- 
'  perience  to  this  faei,  impariislily.  I  have  em- 
'  ployed  a  capital  of  between  two  and  three  hun* 
'  dre^  thoasand  doHars  in  trade  here  (New  York) 
'  fur  several  years,  and  from  beioK  considerably 
'engaged  in  DarJEation,roy  bondsiordniiesEo  tbe 
'  Uoiied  Stales  bare  amouoced  to  many  thon- 
'  sands  a  year ;  yel  1  can  aver  that  tbe  braaeh 
'  bank  has  never  aided  me  in  the  payment  by  dis- 
'  counts,  or  otherwise,  while  the  Maahatiao  Bank 
'  has  freelydiscouoted  the  paper  which  the  branak 
'  rdfoied,  merely  bv  reason  of  ihe  contamination 
'  of  pasting  tbron^b  Repabliean  hands."  I  know 
nothing,  Mr.  President,  out  from  such  informa- 
tion, as  to  the  partiality  or  impartiality  of  the 
bank  at  New  York,  except  from  common  fame, 
who  is  sometimes  said  to  oe  a  common  liar  ;  still 
some  confidence  is  doe  to  general  report.  la 
Philadelphia,  it  is  said  that  the  bank  has  been 
impartltily  and  honorably  eonduoled ;  and  I  will 
not  doubt  thegenitemaa's  words.  I  do  not  know 
whal  it  has- done  lately,  but,  some  years  ago,  I 
b^rd  such  a  detail  of  its  conduct  as  was  no  proof 
of  the  aNesatioa.  In  Norfolk,  I  will  venture  to 
say,  that  the  eoodnet  of  the  bank  never  was  con- 
sidered impartial;  and  I  had  a  letter  last  rear 
from  a  highly  respectable  merchant  in  that  ptaee, 
whieh,  if  now  in  my  possession,  woold  hare 
proved  the  contrary.  In  Baltimore,  sir,  we  have 
heard  it  said  in  another  place,  that  the  bank  dif 
counted  Bs  inach  for  BepuUicant  as  for  Pederal- 
ills.  I  cannot  eonlradict  ibis ;  I  eannoi,  because 
I  have  ootseen  their  boaks  g  bot  I  believe  there 
is  nat  one  Bepohliean  in  Baltimore  who  will 
give  hit  aasant  to  that  iaformalioh.  If  it  were 
the  case,  I  canid  not  wed  have  failed  lo  know  it. 
We  aught  not,  sir,  to  place  entire  reliance  on  the 
information  of  iBtcrasted  men.  We  were  told, 
bat  a  faw  days  ago,  and  the  iaformalion  was  de- 
rived, I  believe,  frota  the  same  identical  letter  aa 
the  staled  information,  "  that  the  Union  Bank  of 
Maryland  wai  ihe  first  baak  which  refused  to  re- 
ceive foreign  gold."  I  have  inquired  into  that 
fact,  lir,  and  find  that  the  Union  Bank  never  re- 
fused  it,  except  in  one  iaiiance,  until  the  Honae 
of  Representatives  rejeeiad  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate on  tha  sabjeet  of  foreign  coin.  I  have  a  letter 
from  the  cashier  of  that  bank  in  my  hand.  Ha 
writes :  "  that  Ihe  first  information  I  had  respect- 
'  ing  foreign  gold  was  from  the  cashier  of  the  . 

■  Bank  of  Baltimore,  (Mr.  Cox,)  who  handed  ma 

■  the  proceedings  of  the  banks  in  Philadelphia  on 
'  that  tnbjeat.    It  is  impotaiUe  for  me  to  aajT 
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'  whicb  wu  itie  fim  back  that  refased  to  take  ii ; 
'and  can  odIjt  stale,  for  ODrselfes,  thai  we  cantib- 
*  ned  to  receive  aod  pay  it,  at  iu  usual  valne, 
'  (with  one  or  two  exceptioDsJ  the  amoaDt  opt 
'axceediDK  i200  or  $300  differeace,  uotil  tbe 
<  House  of  RepreseoIatiTcs  refused  to  iDree  to 
'jour  reKolulioD  on  ibat  aabjeci  in  [fae  Seoate. 
'On  the 30(hofOcIoberlait.wereceived from  the 
'  Bank  of  Maryland,  tlO.OOO,  whhoui  dednettou. 
'  at  yon  will  see  by  the  eocloaed  cnrtifieote."  I 
■tate  this  fact,  lir,  at  this  time,  ooly  to  show  how 
caoiiou*  gentlemen  ought  to  be  in  placing  reli- 
aaee  od  information  of  this  kind.  It  is  impoasi- 
ble  forme,  living  as  I  do  in  Baltimore,  to  believe 
that  the  Republioans  bare  esparienced  impuiial 
conduct  from  that  bank. 

We  bavebeeo  told,  sir,  that  the  higb  improve* 
meni  in  theagricnliunlSiateof  Penntylvaniais 
lo  be  attributed,  in  a  great  mraiure,  lo  baoka, 
particularly  to  the  Bank  of  I  be  United  Btatea. 

The  geaileman  (Mr.  Fore)  called  upon  ua  to 
Temark  the  diS«tenee  in  the  impTorement  of  cal- 
tivatioD  between  that  Stale  and  oihcts,  aed  to  see 
what  the  SlR(«  owed  to  ibe  ioNitation  of  Inuiks. 
I  have  DO  doabt,  air,  that  the  iaatiintion  of  banks 
baa  contributed  aa  well  to  the  proapettty  of  agif- 
Cdlture  as  of  commerce ;  but  ibia  effeot  has  been 
nracb  more  produced  by  the  Stale  banks  than  by 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Statu.  Has  CoDoecti- 
Gut  any  branch  of  the  United  States?  None; 
and  yet  ihe  honorable  gentleman  from  Eentaokr, 
wben  he  travelled  through  that  cDUalry,  ooald 
not  hnve  failed  lo  see  aa  high  a  itnta  of  cuhiv^ 
tion  there  aa  in  Pennsylvania.  Now.  sir,  oa  the 
oilier  hand,  the  Siaie  of  Marylaod.  which  has 
the  mmahit  advantage  of  a  bnoch  bank  of  the 
United  Slates,  in  addition  tober  immenac  capital 
in  Stale  banks,  hai  not  as  yet  progreased  lo  that 
high  slate  of  cultivation  witnessed  in  Peonaylva- 
nin.  This,  more  probably,  proceeds  from  the  tem- 
per, habits^  and  cJiinaie,  'of  ber  populatioD,  iIiiiq 
from  the  cause  assigned  by  Mr,  P. 

We  nre  told,  Mr.  Prcaideni,  there  is  a  prodigi- 
oiuecarcity  of  money  in  ihe  great  eiliM.  Money, 
Ur.PresideDi,likeeveryothercoBim«dKy,  witlgo 
where  ii  Bnds  its  beat  market ;  and  if,  in  ibe  Scats 
of  Virginia,  there  b«  a  better  BMrbt  than  in 
Pkiladelpbia,  there  will  it  go,  and  there  it  his 
gone.  In  Virginia  they  bava  what  wtU  commaiid 
noDcy,  wbeat  and  lobaeeo ;  and  ihe  mvebknts 
from  ibc  great  allies  were  obliged  to  go  therefor 
tboae  products,  where  they  coold  buy  aheapar 
than  they  coQid  at  home.  Whai  was  the  eona«> 
qnencel  Money  went  where  it  found  the  best 
market,  aod  that  was  in  Virginia  ;  the  fact  i* 

? roved  from  the  qaantiiy  of  apecie  in  their  bank, 
'here  is  no  searetty  of  money  in  South  Carolina, 
where  .raerehania  were  obliged  to  carry  ihejr 
money  for  the  article  of  coitoa.  A  scarcity  of 
money  resulia  from  a  scarcity  of  means  of  acquir- 
ing il>  Prom  the  large  cities  we  have  exported 
all,  or  a  great  proportion  of  onr  niMna,  aod  we 
caoDoiget  back  the  money  for  want  of  the  usual 
■ateof  Dills  of  exchange  i  and  ihence  results  the 
great  aeareiiy  of  money  in  those  cities.  Ii  is  in 
vnta  to  tell  me,  as  I  lutve  heard  in  Ihe  onurta.  of 


the  diseossion,  that  United  States  paper  is  tbe 
only  nniveraal  medium.  In  the  interior  we  find 
ibe  paper  of  (he  Slate  banks,  and  of  the  Stata 
banks  alonCj  in  ciroulacioD. 

Id  tbe  antraadversloDs  of  the  gvntlamao  from 
Mtaiaehnsetta,  in  order  to  enforce  his  argument 
and  to  show  the  daliger  which  will  result*  to 
Siaie  bnoksj  he  broi^ht  forward  aa  example 
very  strong  id  point,  viz :  that  an  agent  of  one  oS 
those  banks  sent kertiifot  thepwposcof  obtainiitg 
thos^  depositea  bad  decamped  from  thia  eiiv  oa 
heating  of  tbe  failura  of  a  great  broker,  which 
endangered  ihebank,  of  whieh  he  was  a  director, 
to  sueE  a  degree  at  to  depreciate  iha  value  of  its 
slock  twenty  per  cent.  {Mr.  Luitd  ssid  be  bad 
stated,  it  aa  a  rnmor,  for  itioaatbenticity  of  whiob 
he  would  not  voDch.]  I  was 'going  to  say  (ob- 
served Mr.  S.)  that,  from  the  high  opinion  I  cd- 
lertaiord  of  the  delicacy  of  lint  honorable  gan- 
ilemaa  on  every  aabjtcl  touehiug  the  credit  of  a 
bank,  I  was  convinced  that,  unless  he  had  proofs 
as  strong  as  those  of  Holy  Writ,  be  would  not 
voiteb  in  such  a  ease ;  tfaat  he  would  be  caations 


which  he  made,  there  must  bare  been  some  mia- 
take.  One  week  before  ibe  geuileaMU  ia  qoca- 
tion  left  this  city,  be  gave  notice  ihat  he  should 
go  away  on  Thunday.  He  did  go  on  that  day, 
and  bad  previously  applied  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  for  a  aharc  of  the  deposites  of  the 
QovemmeM,  and  produced  a  report  from  hia 
bank  to  show  the  subsuntial  c ban eter  of  tbe  Me- 
chanics' Bank.  TheaccouDl  of  tbe  failure  of  the 
broker,  Mr.  Jadah,  did  not  arrive  until  two  daya 
after  the  gentleman  alluded  lo  had  left  ihia  city. 
He  could  not,  therefore,  have  relumed  to  New 
York  on  that  aceoaat.  What  la  really  ibe  fact) 
The  Mechanics'  Bank  of  New  York  sianda  on  as 
substantial  a  foundation  as  any  bank  in  Ihe  Unit- 
ed States,  and  has,  in  preporiioo  lo  ita  sioek, 
more  apecie  in  its  vaults  than  aay  bank  I  know, 
ezeepl  that  of  Tii^inia.  Mr.Judah  did  fail  f  but 
Ihe  stock  of  ihe  bank  did  not  experience  a  mora 
uonsnal  fall  than  that  of  other  baoka.  The  great 
failiiras  at  that  lime  ataggered  every  man  for  his 
own  safety.  Tbe  bankilookad  around  witheaa- 
tioa.    The  valoe  of  the  stoek  ia  every  bank  ca- 

C'ioced  a  depressioo.  At  that  m omen t.  the 
baniea'  Bank  paid  its  dividend  of  A\  par 
cent.,  aod  thr  stock  which  was  worth  3D  per  cent. 
above  par  did  go  down  to  15^<pcr  cant.  What 
waa  the  loei,  at  any  rale,  ausiained  by  ihia  great 
broker  1  Tbe  Mechanics'  Bank,  I  DDdarstand, 
will  not  lose  two  ihooaand  dcdiars  by  all  the  fail- 
urea  }  by  Mr.  Jadah  not  a  dollar.  On  the  contm- 
ry,they  haVe  mooey  topaybiiD.  I  mention  thia 
fact  to  abow  Ihat  lae  ahould  be.,extrnnely  can- 
lioiu  indeed  in  plaaing  nliance  on  facts  of  thia 
bind,  from  sources  over  which  we  have  no  con- 
trol. 

We  are  called  upon,  sir,  to  belieTO  that  tho 
borrowers  ax  New  Orleans  are  less  safe  than  ela^ 
where.  I  had  thoaght  they  were  more  safe,  be- 
cause they  have  more  vBiaaDle  produce  lOKtpon; 
becausB  they  have  more  specie  amosg  ihem  ibaa 
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in  •ay  Mkcr  part  vT  tbe  UaioB  ;  awl  bmOM  Iha 

Pie  of  the  wkidc  Wcttern  eoMUry  (mui  their 
ueti  than  for nlc,  bwI  da oM  pnettht  ner- 
«h*nis  too  much  ia  lewrit.  Oat  reaMn  bai  be«D 
aaaigaed  (bjrMr.  Lloy»)  whf  tre  *hoaM  reacw 
this  charier,  that,  io  ihk  city,  loaai  hsre  been 
BMrfa  lolhe  asiMni  of  9400,000,  whieh  areez- 
panded  id  eaaala,  boDwi,  bridftea,  aad  tmpron 
BMBtat  and  wa  aHMt  renew  the  charter  10  eaabi 
4lK)M  peapte  lo  go  OB.  That  taaMviB^,  tir,  ht 
■o  innDaacc  with  me.  There  ha*  been  ooe  pr< 
4igiotts  niatakfl  ia  ail  this  bmiaeu.  It  ii  takeo 
for  gtanied  that  tbfl  BOMhaKtB.sannot  m^  ihefr 
matea  at  bapk,  anlwN  tbcf  obtain  sew  (Maooanta. 
Thie  would  be  to  i«r  that  ther  warae«rrTio«  on 
trad*  without  any  ethn  Ihaa  baak  eapitat.  Tha 
loans  in  Ballinora  on  made  paper  are  a  inera 
4rop  in  the  backet  compared  with  the  eztensiTa 
tnde  of  that  eitj.  A  great  proportimi  of  tb« 
Dotei  vhieb  the  baak  rvporU  a»  pafabJe  are  on 
•bonafUe  Mlea.  The  borromr  doea  &m  depeod 
on  aaf  lokM  froia  banks  to  meet  lh«m,  bat  draws 
on  hi*  own  tMaas  to  pay  mob  note*.  Bat  tbere 
«ra  in  all  banka  what  i*  called  nvgiHiafala  paper. 
We  borrow  frooi  the  book  *  •tipalatad  (nm,  and 
niid*ntand  that,  nakat  the  fanak  i*  htri  preMed, 
it  will  aoniinoe  the  raoewal  of  doim  to  take  up 
that  atipdlated  evfli.  A  note  t*  li^ed  bjr  A,  and 
cndoiMd  bf  B,  for  whieh  no  property  ia  paid  ;  it 
ia  a  laero  note  of  aeeonnaodatioa.  That  note, 
when  it  eooae*  due,  ia  not  expected  to  be  paid, 
nnloM  by  a  renewal  with  (bo  same  endorser,  or, 
if  tb*  aBd(»8cr  beeomei  bad,  a  good  one.  Th«s,a 
4iraetor  of  the  bank  will  hare  diseonat*  to  the 
•Monat  of  •37.000  loaewaUe  at  bMik.  Ha  ch- 
Mrt  get  more  uml«M  on  real  paper.  Outbanksdo 
aol  4are  lo  diseonnt  beyond  their  meam,  bccansa 
tb«r*reobligad  to  pay  cash  for  eTery  legal  de- 
mand. The  gentlaman  frnn  Kenlnehr  has  told 
as  that  two  or  throe  inpotting  8tat«*  may  be 
beooAted  by  tho  di«ri««ion  of  the  bank.  I  wilt 
not  aaewer  the  argd«iant ;  it  is  sneh  a  one  ai  eaa 

ri  only  to  dtsnniie,  to  areata  enrf  aad  Jcalonsy.' 
woald  net  resort  lo  tbat  kind  of  argoaient,  and 
]  will  BM  partnit  myself  to  siuwer  it. 

Wear*  eaUed  apon,  in, a  maaBer  extremely 
imptessire  nideed,  by  the  gentlonan  from  Mas- 
ancbuseiis,to  bearkes  to  the  information  reeeiTcd 
from  the  eommliteeofmeobBnlosanifmerehaDtn 
BOW  here  fron  Philadalpbia.  I  am  well  inform- 
-ed,  sir,  that  both  those  liotDmiiteei  were  eom- 
pooed  of  very  teipeciable  men.  sonra  of  them  Re- 
publtcaosj  and  it  is  said  that  thay  complained  of 
a  T«ry  great  acareity  of  moaey,  and  that  trade 
was  not  brisL  1  will  ask  them,  sir,  if  they  ever 
knew  trBde  bvialc  in  iannary  or  Febmary  ?  It  ia 
precisely  the  same  at  Bnltiaore  ns  at  Philadet- 
phia;  when  (he  riven  ara-frozeB,  we  wiod  np 
oor  bodii  and  do  not  ecpeci  to  do  business. 

One  of  thoM  {featlemeo  stated  that  he  always 
found  a  ooBvenwBoe  in  having  his  noun  dis- 
^onated  in  the  Bank  of  the  Uifiiad  State)  [  and  if 
k*  coflid  not  get  it  there,  be  applied  lo  a  friend 
who  4iseouBted  note*  that  bad  a  longer  time 
4hto  two  moirths  to  no.  It  is  a  poauble  ease 
iku  Ihaan  pariona  nay  have  boon  Tciy  mwh 


employed  in  bniUine  honses  for  one  of  the  diroet- 
ora  u  that  bank.  It  msy  hsve  been  the  ease 
that  that  dlreetoi  aceomiiMdated  him  by  di*- 
cotMtiDe  his  [>aper  at  a  longer  time  than  sixty 
days.  This  kind  of  anplorment  between  mnn 
and  man  has  a  wonderfol  influence  on  the  mind 
of  man;  and  ho  who  receives  a  benefit  is  willing 
to  retaru  it  io  soma  war  or  other.  Mr.  Oriee 
appcara  (o  be  a  very  wortny  meehaoic  ;  but  I  an 
sorry  that  be  shonld  be  obliged  to  say  that  those 
who  coatraeted  with  him  ware  afraid  that  they 
could  not  comply  with  the  coatnet  on  account 
of  the  diScnliy  oeoasioned  by  the  non-renewal 
of  the  charter)  and  yet  he  told  ns  that  the  Ba»k 
of  the  Uaited  States  still  diseooBied  its  nsnal 
qimniity  of  paper.  I  am  sorry  to  sea  that  the 
merehanti  (>t  railadeiphia,  great  and  respeelable 
msrabants  as  they  are,  make  eooiraeti  Tor  ships 
and  mU  the  shipbtrilder  thai  they  are  obliged  hi 
depend  on  diacoanis  for  payment  for  the  ship*. 
I  did  net  cxpett  ifais  was  the  case  there ;  and 
will  vcature  to  say  It  is  net  the  ease  in  many 
other  i^aeei. 

One  of  tkooo  gentlemen  telb  as  be  had  to  pay 
one  and  a  half  per  eeni.  pet  moath  for  money. 
Sir,  he  got  the  money  very  cheap.  When  one 
gets  into  the  hands  of  (he  sbaveri,  or  what  the 
frenitemnn  calls  oaly  diaeotrnters^  if  be  gets  oat 
for  1)  per  cent,  per  menth,  be  u  not  coarsely 
shaved.  'Itii  not  an  uncommon  orice.  Moner 
is  wortb  what  it  will  sell  for,  and  in  Phifadet- 

Ehia,  sbavins  and  diwonndDg  is  considered  ac 
eacat  and  lair  aa  any  other  commercial  (rans- 
aetioQ ;  that  Is,  to  pay  and  receive  more  than 
legal  interest.  It  is  not  there  considered  as  dis- 
boaomble  or  im^Mptr,  whatever  it  may  be  in 
Baltiowre. 

It  is  the  belief  of  this  CMnmittee  of  merchant* 
tbat  in  imnaeqaenco  of  th«  noa-renewnl  of  tha 
ohatm,  flour  fell  to  971  in  Philadelphia.  How 
this,  air,  is  one  of  those  good  strokes,  those  exeal- 
leni  tbinge,  tbat  the  friend*  of  ibe  bank  use  to 
deceive  and  iafluence  the  agrrcultnral  interest 
with.  It  ii,  therefore,  braa^hthome  lothefarn' 
en  in  CoBKress.  I  state  th»,  to  abow  how  cau- 
tious genitemen  ooght  to  be  in  snfferiag  (heir 
minds  to  be  impvesetd  with  these  statementa. 
Tb*  fact  in  this  case  is  not  as  slated.    The  mt»- 

^1  at  which  flour  fell  was  on  the  receipt  of  an 

ncceuot  from  Liverpool  of  its  baring  fallen  to 
56*.  per  barrel ;  aad  that  th^re  was  no  demand 
for  cooiun^iion.  What  was  the  consequanee? 
Fif)y-«ix  ahitlin^  a  barrel  will  not  allow  more 
than  $7^  to  be  given  here)  eo  the  price  of  floor 
felt.  These  geatlemeD  also  informed  our  mioda 
further;  tbat  adeoaand  fcom  a  British  house  fn 
Lisbon'wa*  not  exeonied  by  n  bonse  in  Phila- 
delphia from,  the  want  of  funds.  This  may  be 
true;  bote  great  portion  of  that  very  order  has 
been  actually  ezeeuled  at  Baltimore,  at  ten  dol- 
'  M*  barrel,  payable  in  bills  of  exobange  at  a 
iisoount  of  tea  per  cent.  The  ramificationa 
of  oonmereeare  snob  that  no  one  w  bo  is  not 
daily  ctmrersaot  with  ihem  can  know  them. 
There  wns  no  occasion  for  a  fall  of  floiir,  because 
porta  of  Cadii  aikd  Lisbon  wore  stitl  open ; 
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bnt  there  wu  a  roomentarf  appreheunon  ihit 
Massena  had  got  into  Litbon^  and  comiaetcial 
men  were  for  a  motDeot  arraid  to  let  their  prcv- 
pCTljr  go  to  that  loarber.  This  labled  but  two  or 
three  days;  it  lastei]  just  at  loog  a*  the  terror  of 
the  noD-renewBl  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  Stales  will  la«t  The  gemlemeawho 
were  sent  on  here  happened  to  come^t  ■  fBTor> 
able  momeDt  to  scare  us  with  the  depression  of 
floor,  fiui  before  the  guestioD  is  taken  we  learo 
ill  rapid  rise  agaio  to  the  foriner  prices. 

Our  mindi  hare  beeti  alarmed  by  a  represent*- 
tion  of  the  immeme  iDSuenee  which  ihe  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  will  have  oyer  tbe  banks  lo. 
whom  depoailes  are  gi?eD.  1  should  have  no  ob- 
jeclioD  whatever  as  to  myEelf,  that  the  collector 
of  every  port  ehoald  be  ex  officio  a  director  of 
the  bank  in  which  deposites  are  made;  and  at  to 
the  argument  that  sach  •  power  wouldeoahle  a 
Secretary  of  Ihe  Treasury,  if  be  were  ■  bad  man, 
to  injure  iodividualii,  it  is  not  worthy  contidera- 
tion.  No  Secretary  would  daia  lo  take  such  a 
course;  the  thing  would  be  proclaimad  hare  in 
such  a  voice  as  would  Duke  the  oflender  decamp 
with  precipilalioD  from  his  office. 

Tbe  report  of  Mr.  Orr,  one  of  the  mechanics,  I 
bad  like  to  have  forgotten,  He  t«ys,  all  oqdG- 
dence  between  man  and  man  ia  destroyed.  My 
letters,  sir,  say  that  all  confidcDce  is  not  deitroy- 
ed,  but  ID  thoae  whose  ruhness  baa  been  thi 
£BUse  of  their  forfeiting  all  title  to  it.  In  order 
10  itrengthen  Mr.  Orr's  argument,  we  are 
that  the  price  of  bemp  is  fallen.  That  i«  true; 
but  what  does  tbe  fact  prove  1  Not  that  the  ap- 
proaching dissolution  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Slates  has  caused  it ;  the  reason  is,  that  the  a 
als  from  Russia  are  more  numerous  than 
before  recolUcted.  Every  resael  that  eomes  from 
Russia  bring*  hemp.  Again,  our  good  fnendi  to 
the  westward  and  in  Virginia  have  commenced 
the  culture  of  li«mp,  aod  carried  its  production  to 
»n  extent  nearly  equal  to  our  eonsumpiion.  Add 
to  thftt  cause,  that  the  demand  ia  much  l«8seii(d 
by  the  deslrnction  of  oar  tbippieg.  We  build 
few  ships  now.  We  ought  not  to  rely  oq  these 
facia;  they  result  not  from  the  ditioluiiaD  of  the 
Bank  of  tbe  United  Siatca,  batfrom  the  courae 

I  have  bcf<»e  taken  Mcation  to  remark  that 
certain  mechanics  were  here,  respectable  men, 
who  would  have  come  forward  if  I  had  wished 
them;  they  wonld  have  told  you  thai  they  did 
not  rely  on  the  Bank  of  the  Uniled  States  at  all, 
but  on  the  State  Binks,  for  ac  com  roods  lion.  I 
stated  that  one  of  those  gentlemen  thought  ibc 
renewal  of  the  charter  would  have  an  unforiu- 
nate  effect  on  the  poiiiies  of  tbe  Sute  of  Mary- 
land. The  party  lo  which  they  l)elonged  bed 
twenty  years  ago  declared  thachaner  of  iheUaiied 
States'  Bank  to  be  naconitiiutional;  ihey  were 
in  eatoeai  when  they  lieclared  so.  From  these 
ciicumtiancea,  a  renewal  of  tbe  charier  at  this 
time  would  go  to  conrince  ihe  people  that  tbe 
struggle  of  parties  was  nothing  but  a  business  of 
ina  and  outs,  and  not  depenotag  on  principle. 
Fot  myaelf,  sir,  the  quealion  never  caipe  before 


me  OB  a  ConMitvtiooal  argnment  before;  and  I 
do  confess,  «R  my  friend  from  Keataeky  aafB, 
ihai  I  was  not  very  squeamish  on  the  subject. 
But  the  able  argument*  of  my  iViends  from  Kea- 
iHcky,  Tenneswe,  and  Virginia,  have  made  » 
rery  serious  impression  on  me  indeed,  and  bare 
almost  brought  me'io  ibink  that  if  there  were 
no  Diher  objeation  I  should  vote  against  the  tnU 
on  tbe  Consiitaiional  qucttioa  alone.  But  lay 
mind  baa  received  a  wonderful  impresMOn  indeed 
from  the  argumenta  of  the  gentleman  last  np 
(Mr.  Pope.)  Heoarried  his  doctrine  of  constrae- 
tion  ao  far  that  it  appeared  to  me  that  he  r^ard- 
ed  no.  other  part  of  tbe  CoDstitniion  as  biodiite 
but  the  preamble.  In  support  of  his  doctrine  he 
brought  forward  the  example  of  the  State  of 
Coooecticut,  wbjuh  State  has  no  wrilteB  consti- 
tution, li  appeared  to  ma,  sir,  that  the  gentle- 
man's arguments,  if  valid,  reduced  us  preeiaely 
to  the  situation  of  Qreat  Britain,  to  look  for  our 
Constitution  in  laws,  precedents,  and  patliameif 
(ary  conalroction,  lo  have  no  written  guide.  My 
mind  became  alarmed ;  and  bereafm  I  shall  fa* 
very  mach  afraid  to  give  my  coaseni  to  those 
kind  of  conslrnctions  about  which  I  hare  not 
heretofore  been  very  squeamish. 

I  have  taken  up  the  time  of  tbe  Senate  to  an 
Client  at  least  equal  to  anything  I  had  intended, 
and  bevond  that  which  many  gentlemen  bo  doubt 
think  1  ought  to  have  occupied.  1  hare  net 
wished  to  prolong  my  dBcnssioa  to  an  unreason- 
able leogibj  and  abali,  therefore,  leave  untoaebed 
tome  points  t  had  hiteaded  to  have  noticed,  i 
am  nnwilliog  to  trespass  on  the  patience  of  tbe 
Senate ;  bccaiise  1  am  well  aware  thai  unlets  thia 
bill  paasesapeedily,  it  cannot  pass  at  alt.  Aware 
of  ihat,  1  was  willing  for  one,  and  so  were  all  tbe 
geotlemen  with  whom  I  act,  to  lake  a  silent  vole 
on  the  principle,  so  as  to  have  given  full  time  to 
gentlemen  who  brought  forward  the  bill,  to  have 
gone  through  with  its  proviuont.  But  anoiber 
course,  that  of  discnssion,  has  been  ihoagtit  pro- 
per to  be  panued,  and  I  have  deemed  it  proper  to 
expneas  my  tenliments. 

Mr.  8.  conclnded  with  hoping  that  he  had  net 
said  anything  to  wound  tbe  feelmgt  of  gentlemen 
in  opposition  to  biu,  for  whom  he  baa  great  re- 
spect. If  anything  he  had  said  had  hurt  the 
feeling!  of  any  one,  he  hoped  to  be  believed 
when  he  assured  them  tbai  tuch  was  not  bia  in- 

Mr,  Pops. — Mr.  President,  instead  of  inter- 
rnpting  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  I  pre- 
ferred lo  correct  him  after  be  bed  finished  bis 
speech.  I  have  examined  the  Journal,  and  can- 
Dot  find  that  any  question  aboat  extending  a 
branch  to  Kentucky  was  made;  bat  1  have  a 
very  perfeol  rccoUactioii  of  my  views  and  im- 
pressions in  relation  to  the  bill.  That  bill  pro- 
vided ihatsiz  millioBs  of  tike  capital  should  be 
divided  among  the  States,  to  be  subscribed  and 
paid  by  ibe  Slates  witkm  a  given  period.  I  waa 
aware  that  the  rich  moneyed  Slates  on  the  sen- 
board  would  BubiSrib&  bat  did  not  balieve  tbe 
new  Sutei  would  \.A  ibe  people  to  raise  tbe 
money.    In  order,  therefore,  tn  difftue  the  in- 
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terest  and  iDflaaace  coDcenlrated  io  this  moaeyed 
inMitDtion,  aod  thereby  preserre  to  each  Sute,'ir 
ibe  bill  puMd,  hcT  due  weight  in  the  Federal 
0ni6D,  I  proposed  an  amendment  to  this  effect: 
thai  the  eapitat  shoald  be  timiied  to  Iwenl;  mil- 
liooa — that  is,  (en  millions  in  addition  tg  ihe 
preMBt  stock — foar  ofwhich,  as  prOTided  in  the 
bill,  to  be  sabseribed  by  the  United  Stales,  and 
six  minions  to  be  divided  among  the  States,  and 

Eaid  oat  of  the  naiionat  Treasury.  If  my  plan 
ad  been  adopted,  and  a  branch  extended  to  Ken- 
lucky,  Ihe  di?idend«  made  on  the  capital  em- 
ployed there  would  hare  gone  into  the  Ireasarv 
«f  the  State.  It  has  been  a  iaroriie  policy  with 
me  to  produce  a  unity  or  coniolidation  of  interest 
in  this  nation.  With  that  view,!  bare  idrocated 
the  encotiragement  of  manafactures,  and  Ihe  ap- 
propriation of  a  portion  of  our  funds  for  the  im- 
prorenKnt  of  the  interior  by  roads  and  canals. 
Upon  the  mime  principle,  if  the  bank  hill  had 
been  permitted  to  assume  the  shape  I  propoaed  to 
give  II,  I  should  not  have  been  hostile  to  its  pas- 
•sffe.  A  consolidation  of  interest  is  necessary, 
perhaps  indispenMble,  to  gire  strencih  and  per- 
manency to  this  confederated  Republic,  and  free 
it  from  the  dangers  and  evils  consequent  upon  a 


consolidation  of  pi 


ofpow 


Ih: 


ral  lim 


pressed  mjr  opinion  on  this  floor 
eotisolidation  of  jlower.  We  ought  to  gnard 
■gainst  it.  Under  this  impreuion,  I  have  been 
opposed  Io  extending  the  coercive  agency^  of  this 
Qovemment  ttp«n  the  people  of  the  interior. 
Upon  the  same  principle,  1  bare  approved  the 
repeal  of  the  internal  taxes,  not  so  much  on  ao- 
connl  of  the  sams  demanded  from  the  people,  biit 
because  I  think  it  difficnlt,  if  not  impossibie,  to 
have  sn<jb  a  system,  reqniring  so  much  Federal 
agency,  well  managed  by  one  Governraent  over 
loia  immense  eouotry. 

Mr.  Brent  said  he  had  not  the  vanily  to  be- 
lieve. af\er  the  subject  bad  been  so  fully  discaised, 
that  he  shailld  be  able  to  sbed  any  new  light  on 
it;  bat  having  been  instructed, by  the  Legislature 
of  the  Stale  which  be  bad  the  honor  Io  represent, 
10  vote  on  Constiintional  principles  against  the 
bill  aoder  consideration,  and  as  he  was  reduced  to 
the  painful  necessity  of  t^ing  counier  lo  those 
inatruetion*,  it  seemed  to  him  to  be  indispensably 
aeeesnry  that  he  shonld  aubmlt  lo  the  Senate 
tbe  ground*  on  which  ha  acted.  It  is  (said  he>  a 
most  painful  sitoaiion  in  which  I  i>tand  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  in  beios  cora- 
pdied  to  vote  in  opposition  to  tneir  will,  morp 
esneciaily  as  it  is  a  prevalent  opinion  with  many 
whose  opinions  are  entitled  to  great  respect,  thai 
instructions  are  obligatory  on  a  Senator.  This 
question  is  one  which  has  never  been  sculed,  or 
even  fully  deliberated  on.  InatroctiODs  when 
heretofore  given  10  Senators,  have  generally  been 
in  aeeordanee  with  the  sentiments  of  the  Sena- 
tors, and  only  given  to  add  the  greater  weight  to 
their  opinions.  If  called  opon  de&nitely  to  pto- 
noance  with  regard  to  insimctioDs  on  questions 
of  expediency,  1  might  be  under  some  difficaltv 
•s  to  wbat  coarse  to  pursue ;  because,  althoogn 
hvre  is  no  elansa  in  the  Coostiditloii  ,to  that 


effect,  I  am  under  a  strong  impression  that,  ac- 
cording to  the  principles  of  oat  Ooveromen^ 
there  is  much  reason  to  believe  thai  the  respec- 
tive Slate  Legislatures  should  have  such  B  right; 
hut  on  a  Constitniional  question  (whatever  may 
he  Ihe  right  of  the  Slate  Le^slalures  in  other 
instances)  the  right  of  inslruction  may  be  denied, 
in  my  judgment — ihat  is,  so  far  as  to  be  impera- 
tive on  the  Senator.  To  give  a  voie  in  such  & 
maoner  as  in  his  estimation  to  inflict  a  vitml 
wound  on  ihe  Constitution,  is  more  than  the  Le- 
gislature of  Virginia,  or  any  other  Slate  Legisla- 
ture in  the  Union,  can  compel  me  or  any  other 
Senator  of  the  United  Stales  to  do.  The  resolu- 
tion of  Virginia  is  boilomed,  not  on  the  ground 
of  inexpediency,  but  on  tbe  principle  that  the 
ConsliintiOD  prohibited  Congress  from  granting 
the  bank  charter  in  the  first  instance ;  that  it  now 
prohibited  il,  and  therefore,  because  it  was  uncon- 
stitulional,  the  L^islature  have  insirucied  their 
Senators  in  Congress  to  oppose  il.  Now,  sir, 
although  I  shall  not  immedjately  and  directly 
violate  the  Constitution  by  voting  against  the 
bank,  yet,  if  I  vote  against  it  when  I  believe  it 
Consiituiional  and  necessary,  it  must  be  known 
that  I  vole  in  conformity  to  the  inptruclions  of 
the  Virginia  Legislature ;  and  so  far  as  my  vote 
goes,  it  will  warrant  and  sanction  ihat  interpre- 
tation of  the  Constitution  which  the  Legislaiure 
of  Virginia  has  ^iven — which  interpretation,  in 
conscience,  I  believe  to  be  erroneous.  Therefore, 
thoDgh  in  ordinary  cases  tbe  inslraciioDs  of  a 
Legislature  may  be  imperative,  (I  will  not  deter- 
mine that  question,)  I  conclude  that  they  cannot 
be  BO  when  they  reqoire  of  a  Senator  to  commit 
either  a  positive  or  implied  breach  of  the  Consti- 
tution, or  lo  vole  in  soeh  a  manner  as  to  wanani, 
sueb  interpretation  of  the  Coustliution  as  will 
deprive  it  of  an  essential  atlrlbate.  Virginia  has 
Ihe  physical  force,  but  has  she  a  moral  right  la 
violate  the  Ojustitulion  of  the  United  Stales? 
If  she  has  it  not,  can  she  give  il  to  her  Legisla- 
ture?. If  her  Legislature  possess  11  not,  can  they 
give  it  to  i  Senator  t  Can  the  Legislature  give 
me  a  moral  right  to  violate  the  Conslituiion  of 
the  United  Slates,  which  I  hare  sworn  to  sup- 
port? I  believe  not,  sir  j  and  that,  in  the  sitiw- 
tion  in  which  I  Btand,  their  insiruclioos  ought  to 
have  no  operation  on  tbe  vote  I  am  to  give  on 
the  subject  under  consideration. 

To  illustrate  this  question  more  fully,  let  me 
inquire  if  a  Stale  Legislature  shonld  instiuct  its 
Senators  lo  vote  for  a  law  to  take  away  the  trial 
by  jury  in  a  criminol  prosecuiion,  would  a  Sen- 
ator, lous  instructed,  who  ht|3  sworn  to  support 
Ihe  Coosliiulion  of  the  United  States,  consider 
himself  consnientiously  authorized  to  vote  for 
such  an  uoconstituiianal  measure?  When  a  Sen- 
ator is  elected,  he  is  entitled  to  hold  his  seat  fot 
six  years.  Suppose  that,  immediately  after  he  is 
elected,  the  State  from  which  he  is  sent  gets  into 
estate  of  direct  opposition  to,  and  insurrection 
against,  the  Qeneral  Qovemment,  and  shoald 
eoDtinne  so  for  the  whole  six  years  for  which  the 
Senator  is  elected,  does  this  vacate  his  seat? 
Will  he  not  siili  remain  in  the  Senate  of  the 
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UDited  SiatGi,  and,  if  he  doei  hi*  duty,  Tole  for 
&1I  measnrrs  that  tnaf  be  oeceuary  ta  restrnin 
<be  uDconaiiiuiioitBl  acts  and  insurreclioD  com- 
mitted bf  his  Stale?  Either  ioBtruclioDS  on 
<;oOBii(utioDal  questions  to  a  Senator  are  iinpeia- 
<ive,  or  ibejr  are  oot.  We  admit  that  a  Senator 
reiainii  bii  seat  ia  the  Senate,  erea  while  his 
Slate  19  engBged  iii  acioal  iDsurrectioD  and  re- 
tellioD,  and  coDsequeailr  in  the  eoDtinued  nola- 
tioD  of  ihe  ConMitutioD  of  the  Utiiied  Slates. 
While  a  Seoator  engages  in  the  deliberatioot  of 
this,  the  highest  Couocil  of  the  Dation,  is  he  to 
obef  the  iDslmclioni  of  a  State  Legi$lalure  who 
■re  in  the  daily  riolation  of  the  Coogtiiulion  of 
the  United  Stales,  and  are  eodeaToring  wholly  to- 
dealroy  it  bjr  open  atld  declared  insurrection ;  and 
which  Legislature  will,  coosequeiitly,  instruct 
ibeir  Senators  to  pursue  such  a  courss  as  will 
belt  accomplish  tbeobjectilhasin  riewl  In  this 
dilemma,  it  insiiuctions  are  icaperaiiTe.  which,  if 
obeyed,  violate  the  CousiiiutioD.  a  Seoator  wilt 
retain  his  seat  in  the  Senate  of  tbe  United  Stales 
for  Ihe  express  purpose  of  .using  every  means  in 
his  power  to  destroy  that  Constitution  which  he 
haa  sworn  to  support.  Can  it  be  iraigined  that 
It  was  inleoded  in  any  slate  of  things,  that  a 
Senator  should  hold  his  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  Stales  for  ihe  sole  purpose  ofdoin^  all  he 
could  to  overthrow  the  Constiiuiion?  Since  so 
mbsurd,  monstrous,  and  dangerous  a  priociple 
would  result  from  admitling  the  mandatory  iH' 
fluence  of  instructions,  when  they  touch  Consti- 
tutional questions,  I  deem  it  my  duly  not  to  {^ivc 
my  acquiescence  to,  ot  by  my  example  sanction 
Ml  doctrine  so  hostile  to  the  general  spirit,  and  sc 
unfavorable  to  the  preservation,  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  tbe  United  Stales. 

Much  therefore  as  I  respect  the  sentiments  of 
the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  and  much  as  it 
tresses  me  to  go  in  opposition  to  them,  I  believe 
t  shall  do  so  on  ihe  present  occasioti.  With  re- 
aped to  the  alarm  expressed  by  some  gentlemen, 
from  the  large  Staiea  coming  forward  and  ' 
Btructing  Con^reu,  I  am  satisfied  that  no  si. . 
iosidious  motives  are  JDslIy  atiribuiable  lo  the 
Legislature  of  ihe  Slate  which  1  have  the  honor 
to  represent;  lam  satisfied  that  its  motives  were 
honorable,  pure,  and  patriotic,  nod  ihis  mea 
is  a  testimony  of  the  coosisiency  of  character  of 
tbe  Stale.  When  tbe  charter  ot  ibe  Bank  of  the 
United  States  was  first  granted,  the  general  sen- 
<  timent  ofVlrginia  was,  Ibal  this  law  was  contrary 
to  the  Constiiuiion  of  Ihe  United  Slates.  UoiJer 
a  difletent  slate  of  things,  and  under  the  domina- 
tion of  a  difiereni  political  party  than  at  tbe  pres- 
ent lime  rules  the  affairs  ot  this  country,  she  pre- 
serves a  consistency  of  cbaraeier.  Believing  the 
bank  to  be  unconstitutional  then,  she  now  enter- 
tains the  same  sentiment  as  when  in  the  minority, 
■od,  with  an  honorable  consistency  of  character 
and  anxiety  to  preserve  the  Coostitution  inviolate, 
she  had  sent  forward  instruciions  to  her  Senators 
in  Congresf.  Whilst  therefore  I  appreciate  the 
■uotire  which  gave  existence  lo  these  iDstruction-<, 
■nd  highly  respect  the  source  whence  they  come 
and  the  high  consideration  to  which  ihey  are  eo- 


tilled  gencrmlly,  I  do  not  od  the  prMent  occasioa 
consider  them  onligaiory  as  to  the  vote  I  mh  ahoat 

lo  considering  this  questioo,  I  will  take  it  in  ■ 
ihiee-fold  view  : 

1st.  Whether,  on  the  first  promulgation  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United,  Sutes  a  right  didap- 
periain  to  Congre«s  to  establish  a  bank. 

2dly.  As  respects  tbe  ConstiluCional  qoeMiOD, 
whether,  on  an  adjudged  case  and  one  loo^  prac- 
tised on,  it  has  the  same  iveisht  as  if  original  1 

3d.  Whether,  admiiiiog  that  at  first  the  bank 
was  improper,  because  not  necessary,  it  be  not 
now  proper,  if  it  can  be.  proved  almost  iadispen- 
sably- necessary  1 

The  first  question,  whether  the  General  Qov- 
ernment,  when  ii  first  came  into  operation,  did 
not  poasess  the  power  of  creating  a  Natioaat  Bank, 
ii  ihe  primary  object  of  invesiigBiion.  In  objec- 
tion to  this  it  has  been  said,  that  to  carry  into  dT- 
fecl  an  eoumerated  power  is  one  thing,  and  the 
right  lo  incorporate  a  bank  ia  a  distinct  power. 
Those  who  take  this  ground  say  that  the  creation 
of  a  national  Bank  is  ao  original,  independent, 
and  substantive  power.  It  is  not  sufficient,  cay 
they,  to  show  that  it  is  a  conveoient  ioairument 
to  carry  into  effect  ao  enumerated  power,  beeaiise 
iliiaa  independent  authority  of  iuelf.  and  the 
genius  of  our  OoTeroment  prohibiia  the  deriva* 
lion  of  any  powers  by  implication  wiih  sciapu- 
lous  limitation.  It  is  true,  sir,  that  our  dovera' 
meat,  being  an  emanation  from  tbe  existing  Slate 
governmenlSj  the  rational  construction  i*,ihatall 
power  not  given  away  is  retained  to  them  or  to 
the  people.  If  thai  consiruciion  does  not  result, 
ibena  posiiiTeamendmeuL  which  has  been  otade 
to  the  Coosiituiion,  has  infused  ihia  piineiple  into 
it.  I  therefore  admit  in  its  fullest  latitude  the  eoo- 
struotion  that  all  powers  not  given  away  are  siill 
retained ;  vet  I  siill  contend  that  even  la  a  Oov- 
ernmeoi  lite  ours,  there  are  aome  reiuiiiog  pow- 
ers. Or  bywhai  right  do  we  create  a  mihtary 
school?  We  hare  a  light  to  raise  armies;  but 
we  can  have  an  army  without  a  miliiaty  school. 
Yet  it  is  Coasiitutiooal  lo  create  such  ao  institu- 
tion, because  every  given  power  implies  right* 
inferior  apperuining  to  the  power* granted.  We 
lay  an  embargo — is  there  any  clause  in  the  Con- 
stitution authorizing  us  to  lay  embareoes?  No^ 
sir;  we  have  &  rigbt  to  regulate  trade,  and  we 
hare  a  right  to  lay  embargoes  to  proieci  iL  We 
have  a  ri^ht  to  provide  for  arming  and  disciplin- 
ing the  militia.  Under  this  authority  we  build  ar- 
mories. Is  there  any  provision  in  iha  Constitution 
directing  it?  We  have  erected  forge*  and  even 
purchased  ore  banks.  These  are  iolerior  powers, 
necessarily  resulting  from  tbegrealer  powers  grant- 
ed. But  here  gentlemen  find  tbe  great  difficulty. 
Tbe  creation  of  a  corporation,  say  they,  is  an  act 
of  sorereigniy ;  it  cannot  be  used  as  a  neao,  be- 
cause it  isa  sorereign  act.  Why,  Mr.  President, 
every  law  passed  is  quo  ad  hoc  a  sovereign  acL 
A  taw  iocorporaiing  a  military  schoof  is  a* 
much  an  act  of  aovereignty,  as  to  the  particular 
subject  to  which  it  relates,  as  an  act  incorporating, 
a  bank.    We  create  a  military  achool— lor  ^Uv 
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purpOMl  Brcatwe  tke  lorrrMfn  kutborilr  hu 
power  10  niaUish  qd  utmy,  >Dd  ibi  power  to  ere- 
•ta  a  miliurf  tchool  ii  uueparablf  eoiiaeet«d 
with  ADd  necttMriir  appertaioi  to  U.  We  ssiab- 
|j>fa  a  ttaty — we  alia  eitabluh  a  roarioe  eotp*. 
Tbere  is  no  clanM  in  the  Cooititution  giring  that 
power,  bat  we  take  it  as  iateparable  froia  the 
power  to  ereat*  a  uavf,  becatwe  the  excrcua  of 
the  [realer  implies  ererf  lubordinata  power  ne- 
ecMarilf  eoQDeei'ed  with  il.  The  great  sfum- 
bliog  block,  however,  ii.  that  ihitiiootof  thoieio- 
d«peBdeDt,origiual,aad>ubstaiiii*ei>owers,whtch 
eanaoi be giTen  bjr  implieitioD.  BUckiiooe mvi, 
"  iniiiiieipal  liw,  ihua  andBmood,  u  propcrlf  de- 
'  fiD«d[OMarDleofeiTilcoaduet,  prMcritwdbf  the 
'  aupreine  power  in  a  Bute,  cominaBdiag  what  i« 
'  risbtendprohibitiDgwhaiiBwroDg."  Agieeablf 
1oti)isdeflDttioii,CTerf  lawpanedbyadeliMtralive 


corp*  II  ■■  maeb  an  aot  or  torerergoiy'  aa  aa  act 
inoorporatiog  the  Bank  of  Ibe  Uoited  Slates. 
The  oDif  qucstioD  is,  whether  ii  be  neeestariir 
io'cideat  to  the  eoumcrated  powers  given  to  the 
Oeneral  Qoverameol.  Tbote  who  eriliciw  mas' 
Bccurateljr  on  ik«  ConstituiioD  eDd  noii  nnwill- 
iagly  CDDcede  reauliiog  powers,  will  admit  them 
(o  a  certaia  cxteoi  even  in  oor  OovemmeDl.  The 
onljr  queilion  is  the  imtaediste  and  oecesMir  cob- 
nezioa  of  the  meaot  used  wilh  the  object  inieoded 
10  be  attained. 

In  iaqMlriog  tbeo,  sir,  wheibct  or  not,  at  the 
first  protyalgaiion  of  the  Caostitution,  when  it 
eame  Into  exiiuace,  it  wii  intended  that  Coo- 
greu  sbonld  pwieu  the  power  of  iaoorporailpg 
the  Bank  o(  the  United  State|L  let  us  inquire 
wbather  there  was  anj  poMibiiiijr  of  carrjiag 
into  effect  with  any  tolerable  eoDTcnieoaa  aad 
adraatage  the  several  provisions  of  the  Conniitu- 
tion,  unleM  ibis  power  cxisii.  li  is  said  ihat  joti 
do  not  posseu  the  power,  beeaate  it  is  attcmpied 
Id  be  derived  br  differeot  geailemen  from  so  nany 
different  pari*  of  the  CoastiiniioD.  Now,  Mr. 
Ptesideiit.  I  hare  oaver  before  nndersiood  (hal  a 
upaeity  to  derive  a  title  from  .several  differeni 
•ources  gives  you  lest  title  than  if  derived  from 
ode  source  alooe.  I  derive  ihe  power  from  the 
whole  eonlezt  of  the  ConititoiioD,  aliboogh  gen- 
tlemen seem  to  think  that  the  title  ii  iavalidated 
in  proportion  lo  the  nomber  of  aeciions  in  the 
CooaiituiioD  from  whence  we  derive  II  Li  order 
la  avoid  cODfuiioD  of  argutoent  in  examining 
thit  question.  1  will  derive  it  from  only  one  source 
■1  present,  tdoiigb  1  believe  others  equally  give 
it  by  a  necessary  eonsiruelioD.  At  ibe  time  the 
Constiiution  came  iaio  existence,  I  believe  there 
were  but  three  banks  in  the  United  States ;  none 
•oath  of  Philadelphia,  and  all  of  very  limited 
capiial.  The  Conatitution  of  the  Unlied  Stales 
gives  the  power  lo  levy  and  colleei  taxes.  1*  it 
poviible  to  imagitw  any  kystem  so  cooveoirat  for 
the  eol  lee  lion  of  this  reveune,  and  tending  ii  to 
tba  teat  of  Qovanment,  at  that  of  the  agency  of 
Wnlttl  1  aiD  not  in<{Uinng  whether  the  Siale 
tanks  can  do  it;  but  I  say  that  the  fremert  of  the 
Coatlilfition  maat  hue  had  luder  omuidemtioB 


the  slate  of  things  at  the  time  when  the  Contii- 
lution  came  into  esliieDce.  At  that  time  there 
was  not  one  bank  souih  of  PhiUdelphia,  and  the 
banks  whiehexistcd  were  very  liroitfid  iniheir cap- 
ital,and  their  paper  had  limited  circulation.  Con- 
gress, ia  Bueh  a  state  of  things,  ihiio,  has  the  pow* 
er  pr  levying  and  collecting  taxes  conferred  on 
It,  and  yet  Congress  baa  not  ibe  power  to  create 
banks  to  aid  in  ibecollectioo  of  id  tsxet,  notwith- 
standing a  clause  to  make  all  laws  necessary  and 
proper  for  iliat  purpose  is  coQtaiaed  Id  the  Con- 
tliiaiion.  No  genileiaaa  will  say  tbnt  the  agegcy 
or  banks  U  not  necessary  in  some  way  or  oibw 
in  collecting  the  revenue.  ladmit  without  them 
you  could  have  carried  ooour  GscalarraiigemeDis 
in  an  awkward  and-cnmbroui  form,  but  was  that 
the  intention  or  the  Constilulion  1  When  the 
power  to  collect  laxes  was  given,  it  was  inieoded 
to  give  ail  the  means  necessary  to  carry  ibii  power 
into  execution,  li  was  not  to  execute  this  power 
in  a  cumbrous  form,  but  with  the  gmtesi  facility 
with  wbich  the  power  is  susceptible  of  being 
wielded.  Now,  is  il  postibk  ibat  ifae  Constitution 
coQlem plated  ihai  ihe  reteaus  should  be  collected 
and  traasmitted  here,  subject  to  all  the  risks  and 
accidents  and  inconveniences  ihai  ailend  the 
transportation  of  tpeeie?  It  is  impowible.  But 
all  this  doubi  has  arisen  from  its  being  a  separate 
and  indepeadeot  power,  although  it  is  no  more  of 
that  character  than  any  other  law  passed  to  6X* 
ecute  the  enumerated  powers  of  Congress. 

In  a  word,  Mr.  Piesideat,  it  is  admitied  by  all 
who  have  spoken  on  this  quaslioo,  whether  for 
orqgaiost  Ibe  bill  under  coosideraLion,  ibal  the 
agency  of  a  bank  or  of  banke  affords  the  greatest 
bcility  and  tecority  of  aby  plan  ibat  can  be  de- 
TiMd  for  the  eoUeclion  of  a  revenue,  and  for  ib 
Irantmistion  to  your  Treasury. 

It  .is  admitied  that  no  bank  or  banks  of  a  capi-  . 
ul  or  of  tuffieienl  eirealaiing  paper  ihrou^bont 
ihe  United  Slates  adequate  to  ibit  object,  did  ex- 
ist when  the  Constitution  was  first  formed,  pro- 
mulgated,  or  adopted.  Il  Is  admllied  ihai  to  levy 
and  collect  laxei  it  one  of  the  enumerated  pow- 
ers of  Congress.  It  it  admitted  that  Congress 
has  all  power  necessary  and  coaveniBnt  to  carry 
it*  enumerated  power*  lata  execution. 

It  is  admitted  there  it  no  express  clause  in  the 
Constilulion  probibliiog  ilie  establish  men t  of  a 
National  Bank. 

If  these  principle*  and  facta  are  admitted,  doei 
it  not  demonstrate,  beyond  the  possibiliiy  or  Joabt, 
this  anquetiiunable  result,  lo  wit:  that  a*  Con- 
gress is  to  levy  and  collect  revenue  i  that  at  the 
agency  of  banks  affords  the  most  cetiain,  speedy, 
and  convenitot  meant  by  which  >  revenue  can 
be  collected  ;  that  as  neither,  at  the  period  when 
the  Gooslituiion  was  made,  promulgated,  ot 
adopted,  banks  oCsufficient  capital,  or  with  paper 
of  sufficient  circulation,  existed  for  tha  collectton 
of  the  leveoue,  and  lit  transmistion  to  your 
Treasury ;  (bat  as  there  was  do  positive  clause 
probibitiQga  National  Bank  in  Ihe  Consiiiuiioni 
that  at  Cocgtest  wai  to  have  a^l  power  necea- 
tary  to  carry  its  enumerated  powers  into  eseca- 
tion  j  ifaat  *■  fka  convention  wlia  framed,  and 
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tioDa,  and  the  ihen  eeneral  Mate  of  locieif,  it 
was  Ibe  inieniion  of  the  eonreniion  who  formed 
ihe  CoDstiiutioo,  nod  the  people  who  adopted 
it.to  dre  to  Coogrns  the  power  of  esiablishing 
ft  NaliODal  Bink-.  If  ai  the  time  of  adopliog  ihi 
Const' 

CoBgl 

any  of  its  coumerated  powers;  if  the  faregoiiig 
lesult  it  QodeDiable,  and  I  think  it  is,  I  would 
interrogate,  if  Congreaa,  on  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution,  possessed  B  power  to  establiah  ■ 
National  Baak,  what  has  since  deprired  that 
body  of  the  power?  I,  Mr.  President,  can  dis- 
cover notbing  which  has.  One  argnment,  much 
confided  in  vj  gentlemen  who  have  opposed 
the  preKni  bill,  is,  not  that  banks  are  not  neces- 
sary to  the  collection  of  Ihe  revenue,  bat  that 
State  banks  will  answer.  In  reiDrii,  I  insist  that 
no  State  banks  did  exist  when  the  Consiitniion 
was  first  formed,  therefore  the  power  to  create  a 
National  Bank  is  necessarily  etren  in  the  power 
to  levy  and  collect  taxes.  To  this  it  is  replied 
that  to  create  «  National  Bank  is  to  legislate  by 
implication}  it  is  a  separate,  aubsiantire,  and 
JDOependent  power ;  to  lery  a  tax  i«  one  thing, 
to  make  a  bank  another.  I  answer,  to  lery  a  lax 
is  one  thing,  to  create  an  officer  for  its  collection 
Bsoiher.  By  this  kind  of  chop-loffio  we  may 
prove  anything  unconsiiiutiooal.  I  ask,  when 
yoQ  levy  a  tax,  if  yon  do  not  provide  officers  for 
collecting  it.  I  lery  a  tax  and  create  a  bank 
throogh  whose  insirumentaliiv  I  inean  to  collect 
it ;  from  the  same  anihority  by  which  I  appoint 
a  collector,  I  have  a  right  to  create  a  bank  through 
whose  instramentaliiy  I  mean  to  receive  and 
transmit  it.  There  is  no  clause  in  the  ConsiitD- 
lion  saying  you  may  appoint  officers  for  the  col- 
lection of  the  revenue  specifically;  bat  theright 
to  appoint  officers  to  collect  rerenne  is  derived 
from  the  power  of  levying  a  tax,  from  which 
also  may  be  derived  the  power  of  establishing  a 
bank,  if  it  be  the  best  mode  of  collecting  the 
reveone.  It  is  said  you  may  collect  Ibis  tax  by 
means  of  ibe  State  banks.  Very  well,  sir,  1  say 
you  may  collect  the  revenue  by  means  of  State 
officers,  and  upon  tbe  principle  that  you  cannot 
establish  a  bank  to  collect  the  revenue,  because 
tbe  State  banks  can  collect  it,  I  lay  that  the 
State  officers  can  collect  our  uxes,  and  if  your 
aTgument  is  just,  you  cannot  appoint  any  oiber 
officers.  The  Consliiuiion  anthorizes  the  Presi- 
dent to  appoint  persons  to  fill  all  offices  estab- 
lished bf  law,  but  says  not  a  word  about  appoint- 
tng  officers  to  collect  tbe  tax  you  levy  ipec)6- 
oallv.  Dpon  the  construction  gentlemen  coo- 
lend  for,  tbey  might  say,  because  no  power  is  ex- 
pressly given  to  appoint  officers  of  the  customs, 
or  for  your  taxes,  and  it  is  oossible  to  collect  the 
levanue  by  the  agency  of  i&e  State  Eovernmenis, 
and  nothicig  shontd  be  done  by  the  United  States 
anthoriiies  which  can  be  done  by  the  States, 
therefore  these  collectors  of  the  customs  or  rer- 
enne should  be  luch  as  are  appointed  by  the 
Stales  for  State  purpoaei.    Thii  Kind  of  leaaoa- 


in^,  sir,  cannot  be  admissible,  and  ia  in  hostility 
with  a  most  manifest  principle  of  the  Couaiitti- 
lioD,  as  it  ft  evidently  a  prominent  feature  of 
that  instrument  that  the  General  OoreroaieBt 
should  have  within  itself  all  ibose  powers  necea- 
sary  and  conrenient  for  the  execution  of  its  enu- 
merated trusts,  entirely  free  and  independent  of 
the  interference  and  agency  of  the  Stales,  their 
officers,  or  ministers. 

]t  baa  been  iriumphamly  demanded  by  some, 
whether  we  could  create  a  trading  company.  I 
hare  not  a  doubt  on  the  subject.  If  tt  can  be 
demonsiraEed  to  me  that  commerce  wonld  be 
benefited  by  the  incorporation  of  a  mercantile 
company,  that  it  is  indisnensably  necessary  lo 
do  it  to  regulate  trade  to  aaranlage ;  under  sneft 
circumstances  I  hare  no  doubt  we  can  create  a 
company,  for  the  creation  of  a  company  is  ne 
more  the  exercise  of  a  eeparate  inde|wndeDt  ao- 
ihority  than  any  law  whicb  we  make  tvhea 
legitilaiing  under  our  enumerated  powers.  If  it 
be  inquired  whether  or  no  we  could  incorporate 
■  company  to  cut  canals  through  the  States,  I 
answer  that  there  is  in  the  Constitution  a  clause 
auihotizjng  Congress  to  regulate  trade  between 
the  States,  and  under  this  clause  we  could  do  it 
with  the  consent  of  Ibe  Slates.  We  could  not 
do  it  wiihoutj  and  I  derive  this  construction  from 
the  Constitution  itself.  It  is  a  fair  mode  of  con- 
struction laid  down  by  profesaional  men,  that 
where  there  is  intricacy  or  difficulty  in  the  eoit- 
siruction  of  any  legal  instrument,  you  mast  take 
the  context  together;  one  part  of  tW (nsirament 
must  be  used  to  elucidate  another ;  the  differenl 
parts  must  be  compared,  and  the  true  coostrtie- 
lion  thereby  obtained.  In  the  8lh  section  of  the 
first  article,  a  )fower  ia  siven  lo  Congress  "  to  ex- 
'  ercise  exclusive  leginFalion,  dte.  over  all  places 
-'  purchased  by  the  consent  of  Ihe  Legislature  of 
'  the  State  ic  whicb  the  same  shall  be,  for  the 
'  erection  of  forts,  magazines,  arsenals,  dockyard!^ 
'and  other  needful  baildings."  I  discover  here 
that  Ihe  Constitution,  in  order  lo  preserve  the 
soverei^ty  of  the  State  governmenls,  has  been 
exceedingly  vigilant  in  guarding  their  territorial 
rights.  Therefore,  where  a  power  is  given  to 
the  Oenenl  Qovernment  interfering  with  the 
territorial  rights  of  the  Slates,  there  is  a  clause 
in  the  Constitution  saving  territorial  rights,  and 
requirins  the  content  of  the  States  to  its  exer- 
cise. If^lherefore,  Qovernment,  in  Ihe  exercise 
of  its  enumerated  powers,  is  restrained  from  act- 
ing, where  their  acts  affect  State  territory,  tidteas 
with  the  consent  of  the  Slates,  ]  infer  that  we 
have  Dot  a  right  to  incorporate  canal  companies 
without  the  consent  of  the  Slates  through  which 
the  canal  is  to  go.  With  ibis  limitation  I  have 
liilie  hesitation  in  saying  that  we  have  a  right  to 
inoorporaie  canal  companies- 
It  is  said  that  the  corporation,  which  it  is  pro- 
posed lo  recharier,  independent  of  the  fkcility  it 
aObrds  to  Oovernmeoi  in  the  eolleciion  of  the 
revenue,  has  also  particular  advantages  given  to 
it;  that  it  is  a  monopoly;  and  what  rigbi^ilia 
isked^  has  Congress  to  grant  a  monopoly^  I  will 
ask,  ID  ntnin,  wfaen  an  officer  ia  appointed  ts 
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collect  the  cBBloms,  bta  be  Dot  a  laimrj  Kod  emol- 
nmetittl  la  not  ttvrj  office  in  lair  called  a 
fraDchiae  or  a  particDlar  pririlegel  If  the  offi- 
cer wbo  bas  tbete  era  ol  a  meats,  priritegea,  or 
franchises,  (call  them  what  yoa  vill.)  receives 
these  in  coDrideraiion  for  bis  serTicea,  bare  you 
not  the  powei  to  bold  oat  ioddcemeDts  to  asioei- 
ated  bodies  of  mta  to  form  an  iDstiioiion  frotn 
which  the  pablie  majr  deriTe  beneBt,  not  with  a 
Tiew  exclosiTely  to  tbcir  monopoly  and  benefiL 
btil  OD  account  ot  the  adranlBgn  to  be  deriTed 
from  it  hy  the  public  1 

If  it  is  urged  that  instead  of  this  incorponied 
company,  you  might  appoint  officers  in  ihe  dif- 
fereot  ports  of  the  filaies  in  which  the  greatest 
duties  are  collected,  and  issue  notes,  or  bills  of 
credit,  which  are  made  currcol,  without  creating 
a  bank  authorized  lo  make  dtscounls,  I  admit  we 
misht;  but  if  wc  believe  it  not  soconrenient  and 
safe  a  way  of  collecting  onr  revenue  as  ihrough 
the  agncy  of  a  bank,  ve  hare  the  right  to  asso- 
ciate nieri  in  a  bankinf;  company  for  this  por- 
pose,Bndgire  them  particular  privileges.upon  the 
same  princifriei  that  we  give  piivilrges  or  Oan- 
ebises  to  every  officer  we  tppoiol;  aad  although 
we  thus  confer  in  both  instances  privileges,  it  is 
done  for  the  public  good^  because  tbe  object  to 
be  effecied  can  oe  accomplished  by  no  other  mean* 
so  effectually.  If  yon  want  an  aasociation  of 
men  In  a  particular  manner,  to  make  them  sab- 
•errient  to  some  political  use,  you  have  autbority 
to  gire  to  those  associating  raen  whatever  privi- 
lege lOay  be  anScient  le  induce  ibem  lo  associate 
for  (hit  purpose.  You  do  not  give  them  this 
priTllege  for  their  owq  individual  adrantage, 
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t  as  the  lore,  the  bonus  for  associaiion,  liy 
.  jich  association  ib«  public 
1  would  ask  whether  Coogress  eoald  sot  lo-mor- 
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the  public  object  is  eSecte 


row  pass  ■  law  anlhoTizing  the  Presideoi  to  open 
a  Degmiation  with  Hope  and  Co.,  saying,  we 
bare  full  confidence  in  you,  and  yon  shall  oe  the 
United  Slates'  bankers?  This  may  besaid  lobe 
a  monopoly;  bat,  if  Congress  were  convinced 
that  ihiH  was  the  safest  means  of  colleeiiag  the 
nvenue,  1  ask  where  is  the  clause  of  the  Consti- 
tution which,  in  substance  ot  words,  prohibitt 
Congress  from  adopting  snch  a  measure?  Il 
there  be  no  clause  to  prohibit  this,  there  is  nc 
pTohibilion  lo  the.^saage  of  a  law  for  incorpo- 
raiiDg  individuals  in  an  association  from  which 
the  greatest  possible  facility  in  the  collection  of 
the  revenae  is  expected.  In  a  word,  sir,  itappcars 
to  me  that  the  only  rule  in  an  instance  ol  Ibii 
kind  is,  to  take  care  that  the  means  used  bare  a 
necesaary  reference  to  the  object  of  (be  power. 
When  l^islaling  on  the  enomerated  powers  of 
Congress,  the  only  limitation  is  an  inqoiry  whe- 
ther the  means  we  are  about  lo  use  necessarily 
relate  to  the  effectaailon  of  the  object  in  view. 
For  instance,  1  should  consider  il  a  violation  of 
the  ConslitBiioD,  if  Congress,  under  the  power 
"to  make  roles  for  the  government  of  the  land 
and  naval  foreea,"  thould  pass  a  law  regnlating 
military  testamentary  devises ;  because  the  inci- 
dent is  too  Temote,  it  is  too  great  a  sireieh  of 
power,theaoDstitutioaalily(»'UDconBtilttlionaiitr 


being  regulated  by  the  relation  of  the  means  to 
the  object  to  be  efiecied.    If  this  reasoning  be 
,  iben,  this  question  is  not  soluble  by  Ihe 
«  determination  of  the  question  whether  or 
this  Is  the  best  system  by  which  our  revenae 
be  collected;  we  must,  to  insure  its  rejec- 
i  on  Consiiiaiional  grounds,  prove  that  the 
power  of  etiahlithiog  a  bank  is  so  remote  from 
the  object  of  collecting  the  reveoue.  as  to  have  do 
inexion  with  it.    Admit  thai  a  better  srstem 
collecting  the  revenae  can  be  devised,  than 
t  of  a  hank;  il  does  noi  fol- 
unconsciluiional.    The  only 
il  is  so  remote,  as  that  by  00 
saiisractory  process  of  reasoning  yoa  can  prove 
its  analogy  lo  the  collection  of  the  revenue.    If 
il  be  shown  that  a  better  system  could  be  adopted, 
it  only  proves  that  this  is  iDoxpedieni ;  not  that 
it  is  unconstitutional ;  and,  sir,  il  has  been  a  mat- 
ter of  astonishment  lo  me^  that,  notwiibsianding 
it  was  so  univerMlly  believed  some  time  since 
that  the  ageecy  of  the  bank  was  excessively  con- 
ducive to  the  prompt  and  regular  collection  of 
the  revenae,  it  is  now  discovered  that  its  agency 
unnecessary.    The  geoilemen  who  are  now  of 
is  opinion    thought  otherwise  formerly,  and  - 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  is  beat  en- 
abled 10  decide  Ihe  question,  is  of  a  different  opin- 
"n  from  them. 

In  answer  lo  those,  sir,  who  say  that  Slate 
banks  afford  Ihe  facility  necessary  to  the  collec- 
tion of  the  revenue,  I  would  ask,  is  the  General 
Qovernmeni  to  be  dependent  on  the  State  bank* 
for  the  eolleeiion  of  tne  revenuel  Or  do  gentle- 
len  believe  ihey  would  be  as  secure  end  respon- 
ble  as  the  Bank  of  ihe  United  Slates?  As  to 
ie  remark  that  in  those  Stales  where  there  are 
no  banks  the  revenue  is  collected  with  as  mnch 
facility  as  where  there  are  banks.  I  would  reply 
that  where  there  are  no  banks  there  is  neverthe- 
less bank  currency  in  circulation.  Where  ihe 
Stales  have  no  banks  of  iheir  own,  Ihe  notes  of 
Ihe  Bank  of  the  United  States  are  in  circulaiioo 
and  the  cusioras  paid  in  those  notes.  A  National 
Bank,  I  am  under  a  sirone  conviction,  is,  if  not 
indispensable,  highly  conducive  lo  a  coavenieat 
collection  of  the  revenue;  tad  if  this  bank  be 
pal  down  to-day,  before  «  long  interval  of  lime 
we  shall  have  another  bank.  In  luy  eslimalion 
there  ought  to  be  a  bank  whoee  paper  circulates 
freely  throaghout  the  States;  other  paper  will  an- 
swer the  same  purnose.  I  recollect  to  have  been 
travelling  where  1  had  in  my  pocket-book  fire 
hundred  dijllars  in  good  bans  notes;  and  yet  1 
wa>  compelled  to  trespass  on  another  gentleman 
in  company  with  me  to  bear  my  expenses.  If 
the  notes  I  bad  wiih  me  had  been  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  Ihe  United  States,  Ibey  would  hare  cir- 
culated freely,  becanse  tlie  merchants  gladly  re- 
ceive them  from  ihe  planters  for  the  purpose  of 
remiitance,  &c.,  bat  it  always  will  be  otherwise 
with  Slate  banks.  From  their  nature  they  can-' 
not  give  that  general  circulatioa  which  is  derived 
from  a  general  bank. 

The  honoraUe  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
Cut,)  with  hi*  usual.  iageDuity,  spoke  of  th» 


,v  Google 


2T9 


HISTORY  OF  COKORESB. 


Bank  i^  the  UmUd  Sialt. 


Fhbbabt,  1811. 


enormaas  evil  and  ibe  danger  to  oar  libertiai  thai 
is  to  be  anticipated  from  Kiriag;  (he  poirer  to 
erect  eorporatioaa,  vhich  be  nyt  is  an  origioal 
power,  and  has  giveo  being  to  iDsiiiuiioni  wtiich 
KsTG  swelled  to  an  enbrmoui  magoituJe.  The 
example  of  the  Eait  India  Company  and  the 
South  Sea  Compaor  were  spohea  of  in  an  alana- 
ing,  imjjreisire,  ana  ingenious  naoDer.  But,  1 
asK,  air,  if  (he  State  ^arernmenls  do  not  poueM 
(his  gigantic  pawerl  I  see  nothiog  to  renUaia 
them  more  than  the  Oenecal  Gorernment.  I 
aee  (h>(  the  only  saperTiaors  as  to  the  Slate  goT- 
crnmGnts  are  (he  people  themselTes,  who  are  aU 
the  auparTlaor*  of  Congreas,  who  luTe  also  thi 
inTidious  jealous  eyes  of  the  State  governments 
constantly  upon  tbera,  as  is  illustrated  in  the  con- 
duct of  some  of  the  Slates  OQ  this  very  question, 
BDd  who  combineil  would  guard  this  power  froco 
abuse  by  (he  General  GoTernmeoI  mucb  more 
than  the  people  alone  will  guard  against  abuses 
by  the  Siaiei,  It.is  a  visionary  mode  of  reason- 
ing  to  argue  against  ihepostesnionof  power  from 
the  abuse  of  it.  TbegeotUmao  may  as  well  tel! 
us  that  we  may  raise  armies  to  so  moostrous  an 
extent  as  to  crush  our  liberties;  and,  therefore,  we 
ought  not  on  any  emergency  to  raise  an  army. 
He  roay  as  well  say  the  creation  of  a  m)li(ary 
echool,  which  1*  as  much  and  no  mora  a  result- 
ing power  than  the.one  in  question,  is  giving 
toGongreMagreaisnbstantiTeindepeudenipower 
to  create  a  vast  engine,  under  the  name  of  a 
militarjr  school,  which  may  swell  to  such  an  im- 
mense importance  to  make  it  an  instrument  to 
awallow  all  (he  liberties  of  the  country.  So  as 
lespects  sites  for  fotls  and  armories,  and  ore 
banks,  puwers  exereised  by  implication,  the  gen- 
tleman, from  the  unlimited  indulgence  he  gives 
to  a  gloomy  and  foreboding  imsainatioo,  may 
say,  you  may  purchase  the  territorial  rights  of  the 
Slates  until  yon  destroy  their  sovereignty.  There 
in  no  ead  to  the  extent  of  such  reasoning.  We 
must  rely  In  some  degree  on  ourselves,  on  the  vigi- 
lance of  the  Stale  governments,  and  on  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  people.  Wheo  the  whole  body 
politic  is  so  corrupt  that  there  are  no  eyes  on  onr 
lulers  to  see  when  they  transcend  the  powers'  of 
the  ConMitulioo,  all  is  lost,  and  no  paper  reserva- 

From  ihis  reasoDiog,  sir,  I  again  reiterate  that 
-  I  conclude  that  when  the  Consiituiiou  was  farmed 
and  promulgated,  it  was  the  intention  of  the  fra- 
mers  of  the  Constitution  and  of  those  who  adopt- 
ed it.  in  thejowers  ihey  gave  to  the  Congress  of 
the  United  Slates,  to  include  that  power,  and  es- 
tablish a  bank  if  such  an  iasiitution  was  consid- 
ered  convenient,  necessary,  and  proper  to  carry 
iota  execution  any  one  of  the  enumerated  powers 
Conceded  to  the  Geoetal  Government;  and,  if  it 
was  Constitutional  then,  it  is  equally  so  now. 

In  the  course  of  the  very  efaborate  and  able 
speech  delivered  by  my  colleague  a  few  days  past 
on  this  subject,  he  stated  these  (wo  pos(tions; 
that  a  right  to  grant  charters  of  iaoorporation  is 
not  of  ■  description  of  character  similar  to,  and 
bas  DO  analogy  with, any  of  theeanmcrated  pow- 
cn  of  Coogresa. 


2d.  That  the  right  to  grant  chartera  »f  ineor- 
poraiioo  was  a  distinct  and  sovereign  power, cqoal 
in  itself  U)  any  of  the  enumerated  poweraiffuited 
to  Congress. 

As  to  (he  first  positian,  that  the  right  of  crest- 
ing corporations  oc  banks  has  no  analogy  to  iba 
enumerated  )Mweni  of  Congress,  j^rmit  me  to 
observe  this  is  begging  the  question,  or  rather 
entirely  evading  it.  -  If  it  is  admitted  by  eveir 
one  (and  this  has  been  admitted)  that  banks  af- 
ford the  greatest  facility  of  collecting  your  rav- 
enue,  and  you  havea  righ(  to  avail  yourself  of 
the  best  means  to  carry  into  execuiioa  your  ean- 
merated  powers,  the  right  to  create  banks  bas  aa 
immediate  connexion  wiih  and  grows  out  of  the 
power  to  levy  and  collect  taxes,  which  bttagi 
this  merely  to  a  question  of  expediency. 

His  second  posilioa  was,  that  the  right  to  create 
corporations  or  banks  was  a  distinct  and  sovereiga 
power,  equal  in  itself  to  any  of  (be  enutoeraud 
powers  of  Congress;  tbaiit  wants  (hat  cpnaezioa. 
affiliation,  and  aubsetvieocy,  to  some  enumeraied 
power,  which  is  aeocssary  to  give  a  power  by 
implication.  I  know  niit  that  a  law  gr«ntiDg  a 
charter  of  inoorpaiationlsmore  an  act  ofaovei- 
eigni^  (ban  a  law  passed  on  any  other  subject. 
That  it  is  a  power,  original,  independeol,  and  of 
itself  equal  to  any  one  of  (he  enumeraied  powsra^ 
cannot  be  admitted,  because  it  has  not  been  coik- 
lended  by  any  that  Congress  possess  the  power 
of  creatLog  corporations  at  all  times  and  in  all  in- 
sunoes.  It  is  only  contended  to  be  proper  aod 
Constitutional  wheo  it  is  used  in  subserviency  to 
Ibe  enumeraied  powersof  Congress,  as  the  aeana 
best  calculated  to  carry  any  eoutiMratcd  power 
10(0  eiecuiion.  The  right  of  oreating  incorpo- 
rations for  this  purpose  only,  and  under  this  limi- 
tation, can  never  make  it  a  power  equal  in  cbarae- 
ter  and  magnitude  to  any  one  of  our  aoumeraied 
powers,  because  if  it  is  u*d  as  a  mere  substirvieai 
msirument  to  them  in  that  point  of  view — if  it 
can  be  demonstrated  that  they  are  ■  convenieiil 
means  to  effect  a  legitimate  object,  my  oollMgnt 
must  admit  their  consiituiionality,  becauM  be 
imphaiically  dwel(Dn  tbatcUuaaof  theCon- 
tion  which  gives  to  Coagress  the  power  (« 
make  all  laws  necessary  and  proper ;  and  (o  those 
who  apprehend  lhB(  this  power  may  be  abuaed 
~nd  Congress  may  attempt  to  exercise  it  in  in- 
»aees  not  within  the  pale  of  their  legitimaie 
ithority,  I  answer  (hey  may  also  ebuae  any 
her  power  they  nossess.  The  only  preterva- 
.  m  is  the  virtue  of  our  Legislature  and  (be  rigi- 
Isnce  of  otir  people. 

The  next  point  which  remains  to  be  investiga- 
ted is,  whether  (he  constitutionality  of  the  bill 
under  consideration  receives  any  support  from  it* 
rinciples  having  been  sanctioned  by  any  former 
ws  and  measures  of  the  Governmeat. 
Mr.  President,  I  am  ready  to  admit  that  where 
a  measure  obtains^  that  inflicts  a  violaiion  oooar 
Constitution  that  is  unquestionable,  palpable,  and 
Qotoriousj  however  frequently  and  however  sol- 
emnly (hiameasore  had  beentasciioned,  bowevec 
long  It  had  been  submitted  toand  endured,  would 
not  be  coasiderations  with  na  of  any  irnrtaner 
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or  creale  oae  monent  of  <do>bl.  Error,  howercr 
repeated  uJd  lubmilted  10,  i*  error  itilL  ftnd  cTerr 
o«e«siMi  ihoDld  beitni^fai  to  get  rid  of  it;  but  <ai 
■■  oecuioD  ta  ih'eori«a  of  wbieh  the  CooiiitD- 
tioaat  qoeftioB  wai  ooobirnt,  when  men  of  the 
pnrett  iaUgnif  nod  moat  illumiaed  iBtellinnee 
might  mnee  and  diffiar  aod  doatti,  I  (IwDld  im- 
agine that  auch  obm  ooee  aeled  on  khonld  aerer 
again  be  looehcd,  uakM  eenaideratioD*  of  irrcXi- 
ble  importaaee  Ind  t«  eueh  a  meainre ;  aad  I  im- 
agine ibal  CTetr  man  *f  candor  aaJ  ialeltigence 
who  weighe  with  due  deliberalion  the  qocrtioD 
noder  conNJer&iian,  will  at  leut  admtt,  if- the 
meaanre  is  not  eertaialf  Conaiitstional,  it  it  at 
least  of  that  dcMriptioa  ot  eharaeter  I  lu«e  la*i 
mentioned.  In  meh  an  inaMnee  aa  ihli,  will  it 
be  aaid  lliat  after  tbja  maaaore  hai  been  nacttoned 
by  Congrew  oe  fall  deliberBlion  and  debate;  af- 
lei  the  bill  ntabliihios  tbii  bank  had  received 
the  approbation  rf  ibe  Prctident,  who  reeened  hii 
■ignattirs  to  it  till  the  lait  moment  petnulted  hj 
the  Goneiiuiion,  and  after  he  had  riewed  the 
qiwilion  with  all  ilx  bcariegi  in  ever 7  altitude  it 
coQid  be  preMRted,  arier  foil  coniut'iation  with 
hia  Cabiaci  Muiistert  sod  otheri  of  high  iatelleo- 
toal  character;  after  the  law  ibni  Hnotioned  by 
tb«  Legidalnre  and  the  Freaident  ha«  been  ae- 
qaiesced  is  and  praetiaed  on  for  the  *paee  of 
twenty  yearn,  when  it  bai  been  emridered  ioTio^ 
lable,  and  corrabonitin|r  laws  paned  during  the 
admin jttration  and  legiftatjon  of  different  doml- 
nant  political  parlies;  when  ibote  lews  have  been 
laseuooed  by  the  solemn  adjadieaiion  of  all  onr 
jndgei,  both  of  the  Qeneral  and  State  OoverB- 
ments;  to  eoppose  that  all  these  cop  si  derations 
are  to  have  do  tnflaetice  as  to  putting  to  rest  a 
Cons titmioaal  quai ion  which  waidoubtfnlia  its 
origin,  is  10  be  leeptioal  and  lempuleas  beyond 
all  reasonable  booads.  If  CongRss  had  ao  right 
to  incorporate  a  buk,  was  it  nni  an  eet  of  anirpa- 
U«a  in  the  Preeideni  and  Conpeee  to  pass  laws 
paaishiog  individuals  for  the  forgery  of  >>■  P>- 
per  1  Ney,  more,  Mr.  President,  when  we  inflict 
death  for  toe  support  of  institutiooa  Coo greaa  bad 
no  right  to  create,  and  fbt  the  violation  of  laws 
the  ConstitMtioB  prehibil*  that  body  from  eoaet* 
iDg7-;-(and  tinder  the  denomtDatioD  of  cub  of  the 
poLtical  tecia  into  wbieb  this  oonntry  it  divided, 
agreeable  to  theprineipUa  now  eoateaded  for  by 
|eotleneft,soeb  Uw»  have  been  passed) — are.  not 
the  Kiecntiva  which  saaetioiie,  the  Congiees 
which  paesed,  and  the  whote  body  of  onr  Judi- 
ciary, both  of  the  Oeaeml  and  Stale  Ooverninenta, 
which  eoforees  sech  nneDaitliiilioDal  measures, 
lad  under  their  aurreptiiinai  authority  infliaCs 
death  npon  oar  fitizeas,  worse  than  nsurperil 
Are  they  not  murderers  1    Yes,  Mr.  Presidcnl,  I 


t  piedeeessora,  on  onnelvrs,  and  the  other 
great  Departments  of  our  Qovarnment  ?  Are  we 
nady  10  inform  the  Ameriean  people  that  this 
body  and  all  ibeit  coatiiiuted  nuihoriiies  have 
■ported  wiih-tbe  lives  and  illegally  abed  the  Uood 
Moor  ciiizensl  My  colleague  was  foreman  of 
the  jury  that  pmiumnMd  Beaicnce,oi  that  found* 


verdict,  on  the  fhmons  or  ratberialbiAOttsLofcwood, 
for  ffft^Z  of  the  paper  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Stales.    Tfaitveroiet  was  caoflrmed  by  the  judge 


ciaioDs  of  the  same  deteripiiaD,  to  have  do  infio-- 
eaee  on  the  decision  we  are  about  lo  give  respect- 
ing the  eooititutionaliiy  of  esiahlithing  a  Neiioaal 
Bank  1  If  they  are  not,  then  genllemea  view  ibe 
tM'bjecl  throDgh  a  ver^  different  tnedinm  than 
that  tbroBgh  which  it  is  presceted  to  my  vision. 
Then,  in  my  jodgmcat,  Mr.  President,  onr  sit- 
aatioB  is  at  arming  indeed. 

This  vibrating,  Conetitntiona)  doctrine,  lo-dny 
one  thing,  to-morrow  anoiber,  as  the  dotninatioa 
of  one  patty  or  the  other,  or  the  passions  of  the 
tnttmenlibsll  prevail,  will  reduce  our  Conititit- 
tion  to  nothing,  or  render  it  a  mere  insirnment 
fbr  depraved  men,- if  each  sbonld  get  into  power, 
to  Bccomptiih  their  wicked  purposes,  and  to  de- 
stroy the  liberties  and  ojppresa  the  virtnevi  peo- 
ple of  thii  country.  It  »  a  wiM  masim  of  onr 
manieipal  law  thai  in  novelty  there  is  daoger, 
bat  antiqaiiy  of  law  sanciifiea  error.  If  ihlt 
principle  is  jnitt,  at  it  retpeeti  municipal  law — 
(and  of  this,  in  my  jndgment,  there  eea  be  no 
donbi) — it  is  infinitely  more  so  when  applied  to 
faadsmental  and  Constiiniionalpriaciplet,  which, 
when  oBce  fixed,  on  all  questions  of  a  donbtful 
nature,  should  never  a|;ain  be  agitated.  The  in- 
flteiKe  wbieh  the  deeitioa  of  the  Judiciary  may 
have  oa  settling  the  eotuiiintionality  of  the  law 
incorporatiag  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales,  is 
not  intended  to  be  urged  by  roe  as  an  argDmeot, 
which  in  my  jodgmebt  ought  to  be  relied  on,  be- 
catwe  I  conceive  it  the  daty  of  the  Judiciary 
merely  to  expound  what  is  the  law  of  Congreta, 
and  to  determine  between  a  law  and  the  Coneti- 
tDiion  is  assuming  to  the  Judiciary  a  power  not 
apperiainiag  to  it— a  power  ineonaiileni  with  tha 
genius  of  our  Conatiluiion,  and  inch  a  one  it,  if 
eiereiaed  by  anv  jodkiarv,  under  a  popalav 
Qovenmetri.  will  nliimatefy  deitroy  tha  Gor- 
emmeat  itself. 

The  iofereaee.  therefore,  which  i«  derived  from 
the  rcatoniDj  above  insisted  on,  from  the  ileci*- 
ions  of  the  Adiciarv,  is  iiteaded  for  thoee  who 
inaiat  that  your  Feoeial  Jadiciary  have  a  rigkl 
to  decide  on  the  eonalimtionaliiy  of  any  law 
paaaed  byCoDfreta  which  comes  Under  its  cogni- 
iane«.  The  atd  I  myself  derive  from  the  sourea 
of  precedent  la  rapport  the  eoauitmionality  of 
this  meaeore  is  solely  from  the  reiterated  acts  of 
differettt  Congmoes,  and  the  approbation  of  dif- 
ferent Presidents,  and  theeonetirrenoe  under  them 
for  the  apaoe  of  more  than  twenty  years  daring 
ibe  prevnieaee  of  different  political  partite.  An 
attempt  has  been  made  by  the  honorable  member 
from-  Tennessee,  and  others,  to  iovalidaie  the  ae- 
coracy  of  the  inference  drawn  from  tbia  prinei- 


by  which  private  rights  became  vested,  and  there- 
fore the  Oovernment  waa  bound  to  earrj  it  inio 
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that  duriog  tbe  peTiod  of  tbe  republican  Admin- 
UtratiOD  aod  majorit)'  in  CaDgresi,  which  acted 
Upoa  thi»  bank  law,  it  was  conaidercd  in  the  na- 
tare  or  a  coniraef,  and  ai  such,  Gorsriunent  de- 
termined to  carry  it  into  efftcl  with  good  faith, 
knd  with  that  view  passed  tbe  sereru  corrobor- 
aiingf  laws  which  have  been  from  time  to  time 
enacted.  But  this  reatomng,  sir,  of  the  genCle- 
maD  from  Tennessee  has  been  so  fully  rrfuted 
by  my  honorable  coUeagae,  in  the  tery  able 
speech  he  delivered  on  ihia  question  sonae  days 
past,  as  to  obriale  the  necessity  of  further  com- 
menting an  it.  I  will  only  repeat  one  remark 
that  was  made  by  my  coUeagae.  If  the  bank 
law  was  UDconititutioDal  at  firsts  it  eonld  not 
gi*e  any  legal  corporate  existence  to  any  body  of 
men  to  forln  a  legal  contract  in  a  corporate  char- 
acter which  had  no  such  ezjsteace.  Therefbre, 
.there  existed  do  legal  contract ;  the  faith  of  Gov 
ernmeot  was  not  pledged  {  it  was  like  ■  contract 
with  a  married  woman,  or  an  idiot ;  it  was  tp>o 
facto  Toid. 

To  recapittilate :  I  derive  the  power  to  create 
a  National  Bank,  when  this  CoDatiiaiion  catne 
into  existence^  from  the  aituatioa  of  saeiaty,  and 
our  legal  instiiutiona  at  that  time,  and  the  diffi- 
culty, as  things  existed,  that  the  revenue  could 
be  collected  with  advantage  in  any  other  way 
than  by  the  agency  of  a  baak.  If  this  reasoning 
be  deemed  erroneous,  I  insist  that  the  Coosiiiu- 
lional  power  of  Congreas  to-create  a  bank  wa*  in 
the  first  instance  doubtful,  and  the  principle  hav- 
iag  been  recognised,  and  having  received  every 
t>nclioD  the  Qovernraent  cculif  give,  and  prac- 
,  tiaed  on  for  more  than  twenty  yean,  is  not  now 
to  be  sailed  in  questioo.  Adraitiing  that  on  both 
these  points  niy  views  are  erroneous;  say  that 
the  establinhment  of  the  bank,  at  its  commence- 
ment, was  improper,  still,  if  it  be  demonstrated 
that  the  existence  or  rechartering  of  tha  bank  ii 
indispensable,  or  highly  expedient  at  present,  to 
the  Jue  exerci»e  of  enumerated  rights  of  Cod- 
gresa,  that  which  was  improper  or  even  perhapa 
unooastitutiDaal  at  first,  because  it  was  not  necea- 
■ary,  becomes  Consiiiuiional  and  proper,  because 
now  expedient  or  essential.  Gongreu  is  clothed 
by  tha  Constitution  with  a  variety  of  delegated 
rights.  Now,  admitting  that  tbe  eatabliabment  of 
a  bank  in  the  first  instance  was  not  tMcessary  for 
tbe  due  exercise  of  the  legislative  rights  bestowed 
in  any  one  of  theae  ennroerated  power*,  if  our 
predecessors  in  office,  by  the  ereaiioo  of  a  bank, 
which  at  hcst  was  an  improper  ins  til  at  ion,  because 
not  necessary,  have  placed  our  fiscal  concerns  in 
such  a  sitUHiion  tbai  it  cannot  be  put  down  with- 
out great  injury  to  tht  revenue,  which  Congress 
i«  bound  to  levy  and  collect,  without  injuring  our 
commerce,  wituoul  impairing  oar  public  credit, 
without  iesseving  the  public  welfare,  ell  of  which 
Congress  is  bound  to  provide  far  and  protect ;  if 
this  can  be  demonstrated  to  be  the  probable  result 
of  pulling  down  tbe  bank  at  this  period,  I  would 
ask  whether  that  institution,  which  was  improper 
at  first,  became  not  neceasary,  doe*  not  becomr 
proper,  because  almost  indiapensaUe  at  present' 


Ib  cDoatrning  the  Constitution  of  tha  United 
Slates,  when  legislating  on  the  enumerated  pow- 
ers of  Congress,  1  lay  down  this  ruleof  coustruc- 
lion:  that  the  only  limitation  to  the  power  o( 
Congress  is  either  some  poritive  gr  implied  pro- 
hibition in  the  Constitution  itself,  or  tha  exercise 
of  an  honest  and  sober  discretion.  If,  therefore, 
there  is  any  reason  to  believe,  at  the  present  pe- 
riod and  existing  state  of  things,  that  by  patting 
down  the  bank  your  rerenue  will  be  greatly  im- 
-paired,  j^oor  commerce  will  be  injur^,  the  pab- 
ic  credit  lessened,  alt  of  which  Congress  is  to 
protect ;  does  not  such  a  sute  of  things  muke  it 

E toper  thai  that  bank,  which  ought  not  to  bare 
Een  created,  because  not  neeesaarv.  now  onglit 
to  be  continued  because  indispenaable  T  It  may 
Sere  be  said,  chat  I  am  varying  the  CoUBtitotioa 
if  I  say  that  a  thing  is  proper  to-day  wbicb  was 
not  proper  five  and  twenty  years  ago ;  that  this 
vibration  will  always  keep  the  CoDstitutioa  id  an 
uneerudn  slate.  I  say,  no.  My  doetrine  is  sub- 
ject to  no'anch  accusation ;  the  principle*  of  the 
Constitution  are  uniform  and  nnaltsraUe.  It  is 
an  uniform  and  unalterable  principle,  that  Con- 
gress have  the  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes; 
they  have  the  same  positive,  unchangeable  right 
to  exercise  alt  the  enumerated  powers,  the  only 
rale  of  construction  relating  to  iheta  Minf  ihac 
the  means  you  use  have  a  necessary  relation  to 
the  power  on  which  you  legislate.  If  the  meuis 
be  not  enumerated,  you  exercise  discretion  as  to 
the  means,  having  a  regard  to  the  existing  state 
of  things  when  you  legislate  concerniDg  them. 
The  same  means  m?y  be  necessary  and  proper 
now,  which  would  not  have  been  iweatr  years 
ago.  You  change  the  means  to  attain  the  end, 
but  the  end  itself,  tbe  enumerated  power  in  tbe 
Constituiioa,  remains  unchanged.  As  long  as 
the  Constitution  exists,  you  must  select  the  tneans 
most  proper  for  executing  the  enumerated  rigbu 
at  tbe  pteeise  moment  at  which  you  legislate  re- 
specticig  them.  If  this  he  the  true  consiinotiou 
of  the  Constiiutiaa  respecting  the  recharter  of 
the  bank,  tha  questiou  merely  resolves  itself  into 
an  iaquiry  how  far  such  a  measure  is  at  present 
expedient:  To  determine  at  this  moment  whe- 
ther or  not  it  be  CoimtitationBl.  or  in  other  words 
expedient,  to  incorporate  tbe  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  I  am  to  say  whether,  under  existing  eir- 
enmstances,  in  the  present  state  of  aociely,  situa- 
tion of  trade  and  revenue,  the  preservation  and 
continuance  of  this  insiituiion  is  essentially  ne- 
cessary. If  it  he  essentially  necessary,  we  have 
a  right  to  recharter  the  bank.  I  hare  been  pre- 
cise in  slating  this  view  of  tbe  subject,  beeanae  it 
has  not  before  been  Uken  by  any  other  gentleman. 
With  respect  totheexpedieneyof  rechanering 
this  institution,  I  am  somewhat  surprised  that 
any  doubt  should  b«  entertained.  It  appears  to 
me  that  gentlemen  have  become  incredoloua  b^ 
yond  all  passible  bounds.  I  believe,  sir,  it  was  a 
wise  saying  of  the  ssge  Plato,  that  incredulity  ia 
tbe  fountain  of  knowledge.  But  even  to  this 
maxim  there  mast  be  some  limit,  as  seems  to  be 
illustrated  on  the  present  occasion',  when  incredu- 
lity has  bean  earned  even  beyond  all  mtsonable 


,v  Google 


mSTORT  OP  CONGRESS. 


Febbubt,  1811. 


Bank  rf  the  VniUd  8latm. 


Bbhati. 


boandi.  Wben general ditlreu is  id  view;  when 
all  aroDDd  us  is  proof  of  tbe  fact ;  when  men  in 
the  best  eredit,  men  who  bave  heretofore  had  the. 
gfMiett  cororoand  of  money,  now  feel  (lie  want 
of  it;  when  there  is  a  general  cty  of  distress 
front  jroHT  large  tewDs ;  when  our  table  is  loAded 
with  petitions  from  all  orders  of  people  in  our 
couotry,  depicting  in  the  most  Tivid  colors  their 
present  saSerings  and  gloomy  anticipations; 
when  the  surroundtDg  banks  are  enrtaihng  one- 
half  of  their  aceommoilations ;  when  onr  whole 
commerce  is  paralysed  by  the  Tarious  aK?''es'> 
eioDs  it  has  experienced,  and  by  the  shock  waieh 
the  agitation  of  this  qnestian  has  already  ifiyea 
it,  for  gentiemeo  to  shut  their  eyes  to  the  effects 
of  the  diuolniion  of  this  institution  is  (o  me  as- 
toniihiog.  Id  aDoiher  point  of  ?iew  how  can  it 
be  questioned  7  The  honurable  gentleman  from 
Marylaod,  whose  knowledge  we  hare  all  bene- 
fited by  and  acknowledged  on  rarioas  occasions, 
baa  Mid,  what  is  most  anquestionably  true,  that 
mODey  is  like  any  other  artiele  of  trade,  raluabte 
in  proportion  to  its  abondanee  or  rarity.  Then 
if  yon  Elrike  oat  of  circulation  thv  increased  capi- 
tal circalaied  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
is  not  a  relatire  scarcity  to  be  expected? 

But  il  is  not  merely  to  the  extent  of  the  in- 
creased capital  circulated  by  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  that  money  will  be  drtren  oat  of  cir- 
eulaiioQ.  Those  gen (lemea  who  tell  yon  that  (be 
State  bsDksin  this  period  of  calamity  and  distress 
can  afford  sufficient  accDmrnadation,  are  in  my 
ettimatjon  infinitely  mistaken.  The  State  banks 
will  in  the  first  instance  frequently  tend  to  in- 
ereaie  the  evil.  Tbe  same  men  who  hare  ac- 
commodation in  the  Bank  of  the  Uniled  Slates, 
very  freqneDily  hare  it  also  in  the  Stale  banks. 
The  Bank  of  the  Uniled  States,  finding  ii  ne- 
cessary to  settle  (he  accounts,  is  anxiously  em- 
ployed in  drawing  into  its  vaults  all  the  roooey 
■lean  (0  settle  its  affairs.  The  State  banks,  know- 
ing (here  will  be  a  rua  upon  (hem,  are  also  draw- 
ing in  tbe  money  dne  them  by  (he  very  individ- 
uals whom  It  is  imagined  they  ean  accommodate 
by  extended  loans.  Those  Slate  banks  which 
were  to  relieve  the  merchants,  Ac.  will  join  in 
the  pressDre  ;  in  order  to  secure  themselves,  they 
miist  produce  tbe  same  curtailment  to  their  cas- 
tamers  whlcb  is  used  by  the  Bank  of  ibe  United 
States.  So  that  not  only  will  the  amount  of  ihe 
capitsl  circolated  by  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Slates  be  driren  out  of  circolation,  bat  much  also, 
for  a  time,  of  that  paper  which  the  State  banks 
were  in  the  habit  of  issuing  to  individuals.  Ills 
impossible  to  asf  to  what  extent  the  circalatiog' 
medium  will  be  diminished  ;  that  it  will  be  to  a 
great  extent  for  s  short  lime  there  can  be  no  sort 
of  doubt.  And  the  depression  of  the  price  of 
flour  at  tbis  period  is  proof  that  tbe  present  ap- 
prehensions have  already  produced  this  effect ; 
for  althoughl  would  yield  much  to  t))e  superiority 
of  ioformatiaQ  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
00  mercantile  affairs  as  on  most  others,  yet  in 
this  instance  bis  Informatiou  is  not,  in  my  esti- 
mation, correct.  It  is  a  notoriotia  (act  that  Boar 
is  now  io  »s  great  demand  ss  erer  it  tits  been  in 


Cadiz,  Lisbon,  asd  Gibrtltar.  It  is  not  long 
since  I  saw  an  acconnt  of  flour  having  sold  at' 
twenty  dollars  at  Gibraltar.  Now,  sir.  If  a  mer> 
chant  here  knew  he  coQid  get  (his  price  there,  of 
from  eighteeu  to  twenty  dollars,  as  is  unquestion- 
ably the  fact,  would  a  temporary  depression  of 
the  prices  at  Liverpool,  as  has  been  imagined  by 
(he  gentleman  from  Maryland,  have  any  effect 
here?  Naoe  at  all.  If  our  merciiants  could  get 
eighteen  or  twenty  dollars  at  Lisbon,  tbe  depres- 
sion of  price  at  Liverpool  would  not  have  the 
least  operation  here;  it  is  aa  unquestioned  fact 
(hat  the  price  in  the  pOrts  I  have  mentioned  is 
cDDStanily  kept  up — and  yet  the  price  did  fall  at 
the  moment  the  bank  aoestion  was  thought  to  be 
decided ;  I  (hink,  it  fell  ivro  doHars  immediately; 
and  it  was  no  doubt  from  (he  difficulty  of  obtain^ 
ing  money,  which  it  was  supposed  woold  result 
from  the  dissolution  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
aiatea,  that  this  article  fell.  When  you  diminish 
the  Quantity  of  money  which  is  to  tepreseut  tbe 
articles  of  trade  brought  to  market,  I  do  not  want 
the  gentleman's  mercanljle  koowtege  to  inform 
me — ii  is  a  plain  propoaiton — (hat  such  a  measure 
goes  to  depress  the  price  of  the  article  brought  to 
sale.  That  (he  destraction  of  the  Bank  of  (he 
United  S(a(es,  as  it  will  lessen  the  circulating 
currency  for  a  time,  must  go  to  depress  the  price 
of  produce  isnnqoestionahTe,  and  will  alsodimin' 
ish  for  a  time  the  circulation  of  the  notes  of  other 
banks,  because  they  mast  reduce  their  discounts. 
This  effect  may  be  but  temporary,  but  will  exist 
to  a  certain  extent. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  has  observed 
that  no  anprehenaions  are  entertained  by  the  peo- 
ple of  Baltimore  on  account  of  the  dissolution  of- 
the  United  Slates' Bank.  I  (hink  I  have  been 
informed  that  one  of  the  most  wealthy  men  in 
(bat  town  has  s>td  he  had  a  vessel  to  load,  and 
knew  where  he  could  send  her  so  as  to  clear  six 
dollars  per  barrel  on  fiour;  for  that  flour  at  (his' 
period  conld  be  purchased  here  a(  eight  dollars 
and  might  be  ^ojd  abroad  for  eighteen ;  but  in 
oonsequeoce  of  (he  entire  impossibclliy  of  obtain- 
ing money  from  tbe  banks  at  presenlj  from  tbe 
fear  eD(er(ained  respecting  (he  dissalution  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Stales  it  was  not  in  his  power 
to  load  his  vessel.  Biich,  sir.  I  have  been  ad- 
vised, i*  Ihe  situation  of  one  of  the  wealthiest  men 
of  that  town.  The  Bank  of  Columbia  has  atone 
stroke  lessened  its  discounts  fifty  pet  cent.,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  apprebensioa  entertained  respec- 
ting the  dissolution  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  What  has  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts told  you  t  That  (400,000  are  loaned  (o 
the  people  of  (bis  District  by  (he  Bank  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted Stales,  What  will  be  the  effect  )□  this  lltde- 
District  of  drawing  three  or  four  hundred  thon- 
sand  dollars  out  of  circulation  1  Sir,  to  tell  me, 
that  the  reduction  of  eiiculadag  medium  will  not 
produce  (it  may  be  but  for  a  short  time)  a  cor- 
respondent reduction  of  the  prices  of  produce^  is 
to  tell  me  that  I  cannot  see  the  noon  day  sun. 
How  long  this  reduciiou  of  the  circulaiiog  me- 
dium and  (he  consequent  depression  of  prices  ta^y 
last,  il  is  difficult  to  say. 
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When  lb«  nnnif  root  Ule  ftilaFw  and  biDkropt- 
fli«i BM ipokea  of,  whit  islhe  reply  T    Thatihey 
do  Dot  proceed  from  a  want  of  bank  accomiao- 
dationa,  but  from  ihe  proieuing  of  bills  abroad  ; 
that  oar  merehants  hare  mucb  property  abroad, 
but  the  difficulty  of  oblainiog  returoi  for  it  has 
been  such  ai  to  eiobarraM  our  slroDgest  houses. 
Ii  ibii  a  reason  why  we  should  accuinolate  diffi- 
cultiei  oa  our  mercbania?    Fil^een  op  iweDt| 
millioDs  are  said  ta  be  tied  up  id  forelen  couo- 
tries,  more  especially  id  Eogland,  bdJ  such  is 
tbe  silUBiioD  of  Eoglind  that  we  canbot  ge'  " 
miiiance*  frooi  there.    This  is  bd  adinirahle 
•on,  sir,  indeed,  for  selecting  this  particular 
ment  tot  calling  oa  the  merahBDis  lo  makt 
tminediale  p«ya)eot  to  the  amount  of  four 
miilious,  which  they  owe  this  institutioD, 
which,  if  put  down,  it  is  reasonable  to  belteTe  will 
iMuire  iminediate  paymeaL 

This  is  regalatipg  trade  with  a  witDes^  By  the 
annibilation  of  tbe  Bank  of  the  Dniied  Stales  a 
cnosiderable  portico  of  our  eitculatiog  tnedi 
it  destroyed.  At  the  same  period  our  meiehaau 
an  called  on  to  pay  their  debt  to  the  United 
State*'  Bank  lo  the  amount  of  fourteen  miltioos, 
and  their  revenae  bonds  smouDt  to  about  twelve 
Bullions.  Thi«,  too,  at  a  period  when  tbe  funds 
of  our  merohaDis  lo  a  great  extent  are  in  £iig- 
laod,  and  cannot  be  wittidrawn. 

To  me  it  appears  thai  the  situation  of  the  coun- 
'    try,  is  respects  commerce,  and  ererything  else, 
.  makesitiniportantgat  thit  crisii,  shore  all  others, 
that  this  institution  should  be  preserved. 

But  geDtlemea.aQd  rery  intelligent  gentlemen 
^11  us,  this  i*  a  mere  mooieoiary  prewurej  that, 
the  money  in  the  Bank  of  tbe  United  StateB.aad 
the  revenue  as  collected,  will  he  deposited  in  other 
.  banks,  who  will  issue  paper  or  specie  in  propor* 
tioQ  to  the  additional  capital  in  their  banks ;  thai 
there  will  be  a  mere  temporary  vacuum,  which 
will  soon  be  filled.  If  I  amibbe  placedinnnapatC- 
ment  from  which  all  respirable  air  is  exhausted, 
and  for  a  very  short  time  to  remain  there,  but 
till  all  vitality  u  extinguished,  it  will  truly  be  a 
delightful  CDasolal|oD  previously  to  advise  me 
.  that  tbii  vacuum  is  tediporarv,  and,,  afier  I  am 
destroyed,  the  equilibrium  will  be  restored  and 
fresh  air  admitted.  Precisely  of  this  nature  ii 
the  coDioIatiou  sSbrded  10  your  ruined  merchants 
and  others.  What  avails  it  if  the  cause  he  mo- 
meDtaiy,  but  the  effeota*  to  tbem  bepermaaentT 
This  awfol  momeni  will  bring  permaikent  de- 
struction to  thousands.  And  for  wnat  purpose  do 
We  produce  tbis  destruction  T  To  gel  rid  of  the 
foreign  influence  produced  by  the  stock  held  by 
fareigners.  Yet.  sir.  this  foreiga  capital  is  one 
of  the  most  beneficial  conseoue aces  aitendkur  the 
tank  inslitmioD.  ^ 

In  a  new  country,  constanily  developing  new 
resources  of  every  descriptioD,  an  increasing 
population,  Increasing  commerce,  agriculture, 
manufactures,  and  mmiiplied  objects  on  which 
capiial  can  be  employed  lo  great  advantage  to 
develops  the  wondeifully  increasing  energies 
and  retonrces  of  our  young  country,  we  can 
afford  to  pay  foreigners  good  interest  for  the 


use  of  their  oapital.  This  is  one  of  thenaat 
reasons  wiih  me  in  lavor  of  the  bank.  We  are 
admonished  that  tbis  foreign  capital  gives  tu  for- 
eigcen  a  dreadful  political  InBoence.  Admit  the 
assertion,  which  however  is  not  true.  Who  in- 
vited it  bereT  The  Government  iuelf.  Wa 
ourselves  sold  this  stock  lo  foreigners.  Our  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  with  the  knowledge  and 
consent  of  the  Oovemment,  bargained  anJ  tran»> 
ferrad  great  pan  of  it.  Is  this  cood  faitli,  is  it 
honorable  and  jnsil  After  we  have  received  a 
bonus  for  the  transfer  of  the  stock  to  individuals, 
under  the  idea  ibat  the  charter  was  inriolable 
and  secure,  to  destroy  the  insiitulion  to  get  rid  of 
this  foreign  capital  which  we  ourselves  had  iu* 
vited  here?  If  these  moneyed  banking  iatliiu- 
liiions  are  theta  horrid  cogiites  of  political  in- 
flueace  and  corruption  some  have  contended  for, 
the  only  way  to  obiain  any  good  they  afford, and 
yet  avoid  their  deleterious  effects,  i*  to  get  for- 
eigners to  send  their  money  here,  and  invest  it 
in  our  funds.  We  get  the  benefit  of  their  money, 
whilst  we  are  so  far  removed  from  them  that  they 
can  have  no  operation  on  us.  For,  sir,  it  is  no- 
torious to  those  who  are  informed  on  the  sahject, 
that  we  feel  less  inconvenience  or  political  influ- 
ence from  foreigners  who  hold  stock,  than  from 
natives  who  possess  it  This  inference  must  he 
obvious  when  1  stale,  that  foreigners  who  hold 
stock  have  no  vole  in  the  choice  of  direciora. 

Again,  sir,  is  not  the  critical  siiuatioa  in  which 
we  siand  in  respect  to  our  fureisn  relations  a  par- 
ticular reason  why  we  should  not  at  tbis  time 
make  experiments  which  may  injure  the  publiu 
revenue?  If  we  enforce  our  nan- intercourse 
law,  and  England  attempts  lo  resist  it  and  force 
her  imports  into  our  country,  by  Florida  and  our 
southern  frontiers  on  one  lid^  and  Canada  and 
Nova  Scoiia  on  the  other,  ii  is  at  leasi  qaestion- 
abte  whether  our  revenue  will  not  be  greatly  di-, 
minUhed.  In  our  present  unsettled  situation, ' 
with  out  merchants  siaggeriog  under  ihe  weight 
of  the  non-intercourse,  embargo,  and  foreign  spo- 
lialioQ— is  this  a  moment  to  try  experiments  t&at 
may  hare  the  effect  of  redu9ing  our  revenue,  by 
crippling  our  mercantile  enterprise,  and  farcing 
our  merchants  to  withdraw  their  funds  from  com- 
merce, in  order  to  pay  ibeir  bonded  duties  and 
bank  tlebul  Bui  will  the  destruction  of  thit 
bank  rid  us  of  the  dreaded  influence  of  foreign 
capital  T  Ko;  you  gel  in  its  stead  an  inflaence  in- 
finitely worsej  you  encourage  speculation,  wbicb 
will  produce  an  evil  of  an  Infinitely  more  pes- 
tiferous kind.  If  ibis  bank  he  put  down,  anoiber 
•re  long  I  h^re  no  doubt  will  b«  created,  for  that ' 
another  bank  must  and  will  be  created  is  avowed 
hy  many  who  vote  against  coniinuing  this,  and 
whenever  this  ukes  place  a  scene  of^sioek-job- 
bing  will  ensna  to  an  extent  which  cannot  be  now 
ralculated.  When  a  new  bank  and  a  new  stock 
is  created^  although  by  prohibiting  foreigners  to 
be  subscribers  in  the  first  instance  it  will  ai  first 
be  taken  up  b^  our  own  citizens,  yet,  if  ihe  Eu- 
ropean capiialiil  finds  it  lo  his  advantage  to  have 
money  here  he  comes  and  purchases  our  atock; 
our  cilixeiu,in  the  subxripiioa  to  the  new  stock. 
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engage  to  a  scene  of  the  most  detwain^  spce- 
utaiioDj  our  citizens  BfcernBrds  tell  this  stock 
to  foreigner!  whose  foreign  iofluence  we  wish 
10  aroid,  ani  after  hsviag  gone  thU  TicioQs  cir- 
cle we  arrire  precisely  at  the  point  where  we 
ttirted.  The  same  forpigners  who  now  hare  so 
mnch  of  this  bank  stock  will  reinvest  Ihcir  mo- 
nef  ID  the  stock  of  the  new  bank  to  be  created. 
Tbfs  disaolution  of  the  baok,  then,  it  irying  wild 
risionary  eiperimeiili,  possiblv  in  its  conae- 
^nences  eoDTolsing  society  to  its  centre,  sport- 
log  with  the  feelings  and  happiness  of  the  coun- 
try, impairing  mercantile  credit  and  enterprise, 
injurin^f  the  tracquillily  of  many  of  oar  most 
meritorious  citizens,  who  tee  ruin  hoTaring  orer 
them  from  the  measure  we  seem  like  to  adopt; 
and  after  all  this  is  done,  we  come  round  to  the 
precise  point  from  which  we  commenced. 

It  has  either  suggested  itself  to  my  mind  upon 
reflection  on  ih?  subject,  or  it  is  an  idea  snx- 

Sesled  by  some  political  writer,  (and  I  think  the 
illeris  thecase,)  either  Hume  or  Smith,  or  both, 
ihttB  gradnal,  silent  and  almoet  imperceptible 
increase  of  money  or  circutaiiog  medium  baa  the 
happiest  effects  on  society,  and  operates  as  the 
moat  salutary  stimulus  to  the  exertions  and  in- 
dustry of  a  nation,  because  it  operates  as  a  grad- 
nal though  perhaps  nominal  premium  to  indua- 
try,  by  increasing  the  price  of  CTery  article  thai 
is  brougfit  into  market ;  and  the  influeace  which 
the  discoTcry  of  the  mines  of  South  Amerca 
had  on  the  Eluropean  world,'  by  bringing  into 
circulation  an  increased  quantity  of  the  precious 
metals,  is  instanced,  as  well  as  I  recollect,  by 
some  of  the  economists,  as  an  illustration  of  this 
obseiTation;  for  the  increase  of  industry,  of  the 
arts,  and  of  all  social  comforts  which  soon  fol- 
lowed ihia  event  has  been  remarked  by  several 
political  writers.  If  this  invisible  increase  of  the 
circulating  currency  of  a  nation  is  from  the  causes 
abovemeniioned  productive  of  such  happy  effects, 
wilt  not  the  immediate  extinguishment  of  agrest 
National  Bank,  and  the  consequent  diminution 
of  (he  circulating  currency  of  your  country,  have 
BD  immediate  opposite  and  baneful  operation 
upon  society  1  Will  it  not  produce  a  temporary 
depression  of  prices  of  many  of  the  necessaries 
and  luxuries  of  life,  and  to  a  certain  extent  lessen 
and  benumb  the  vigor  and  exertions  of  our  citi- 
zens? It  is  true,  tliis  effect  may  be  temporary, 
becanse  new  banks  will  remove  the  evil — but  is 
there  any  reason  to  produce  this  evil  even  for  a  mo- 
ment;  or,  in  other  words,  should  we  produce  this 
deleterious  effect  for  one  moment  by  the  destruc- 
tion of  one  bank,  that  we,  or  the  States,  by  the 
erection  of  new  banks,  may  remove  the  evil  we 
ourselves  li  a  ve  CTcaiedT  This  see  ma  to  be  pro- 
ducing a  calamity  that  we  may  either  remove 
or  miiigBte  it. 

The  bank,  it  has  been  objected^  has  been  used 
as  an  instrument  of  improper  political  influence. 
Let  it  be  remembered,  Mr.  President,  that  I  am 
not  advocaiioK  the  mere  renewal  of  the  charier 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  1  am  only  for 
recbartering  it  on  certain  conditions,  or,  in  other 
words,  with  a  view  that  it  may  subscrilw  to  the 
lltbCos.  SdSss*.— 10 


amount  of  its  capital  to  a  newly  created  bank  on 
different  principles,  of  larger  extent  of  capital, 
and  with  a  poriiou  of  the  directors  appointed  by 
the  Oovernment.  This,  sir,  will  eff'ecloally  pre- 
vent the  directors  from  neing  the  bunk  as  a  poIt< 
lical  engine  against  the  Qoveroment  itself  and 
obviates  every  objection  on  thia  head.  Witness 
the  Bank  of  Virginia— how  effectually  is  anch  as 
operation  guarded  against  there  by  such  a  pro- 

I  have  DO  aympathv  for  the  directors  o^  this  . 
bank,  who  are  said  to  Dave  improperly  exercised 
this  political  influence — all  my  sympathies  are  in 
opposition  to  Ihem.  It  Js  not  for  (be  benefit  of, 
or  (enderoesa  for  these  directors  that  I  advocate 
(be  bill  on  your  table.  I  know  none  of  them,  nor 
care  anything  about  them,  further  than  not  to  do 
them  injustice.  The^  may  have  conducted  them- 
selves exceedingly  improperly — I  believe  they 
have  done  somany  years  past,  on  some  occasions — 
but  this  is  not  the  way  to  seek  redress  for  their 
misconduct.  Sir,  !  have  heard  of  a  man  who, 
when  irritated,  in  order  to  obtain  sat  is  faction, 
would  seat  himself  on  acbafing-diah  of  hot  coals. 
The  mode  which  is  proposed  to  punish  the  direc- 
tors for  tiieir  real  or  suppoaeu  misconduct  Is 
equally  wise  in  ibis  instance.  I  would  not  injure 
the  public  welfare  and  heap  ruin  on  very  many 
innocent  men  for  injuries  long  since  committed,  if 
at  ail,  by  these  directors,  and  which  never  can  be 
revived.  Besides,  this  evil  is  gradually  correct- 
ing itself.  When  there  was  only  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  or  very  few  others,  the  conse- 
quence was,  that  it  was  a  a^ieaof  favoriiism  to 
get  into  the  bankd,and  a  privilege  extended  only 
to  particular  friends. 

But  at  the  extent  to  which  banks  are  carried 
at  present  in  the  Northern  and  Middle  States,  to 
which  the  operaiion  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  is  principally  confined,  il  is  not  a  species 
of  favoritism  to  obtain  bank  accommodation.  In 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  -before  the  late  alarm, 
produced  by  agitating  the  question  we  are  now 
discussing,  every  man  who  could  produce  good 
paper  might  get  as  much  accommodation  as  he 
pleased  ;  and  to  this  extent  banks  should  alwaya 
be  carried  if  once  commenced.  This  ia  a  remedy 
for  favoritism,  and  prevents  the  bank  from  being 
formidable  as  a  political  engine.  If  we  go  to 
banking  at  all,  let  it  be  so  that  all  good  paper 
can  be  accommodated.  When  the  t«nka  com- 
pete for  paper,  it  is  then  not  a  system  of  favorit- 
ism. They  rather  seek  for  customers  than  select 
them.  Such  was  the  situation  of  Philadelphia. 
What  is  the  consequence  of  a  contrary  system 
in  Richmond  ?  In  conseunence  of  the  erection 
of  a  bank  there  with  a  little  capital,  the  dis- 
counts got  into  the  hands  of  a  few  favorites,  and 
Richmond  is  slated  by  some  to  baifc  almost  be- 
come a  nest  of  shavers.  Those  persons  who  are 
favorites  go  into  the  bank.gel  accommodated  with 
large  discounts,  on  the  strength  of  which  they 
shave  ihe  paper  of  others  i  but  in  Philadelphia  the 
situation  is  essentially  different,  from  Ibe  redun- 
dancy ofbanking  capital ;  thus  the  evil  of  noliii- 
eal  oppreasioo  and  intolerance,  to  wbich  tha 
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Bsnkof  thelTDUed  Stales  U  said  to  be  JDitru- 
mental,  ia  cured  by  the  eslablishraeot  of  other 
banks ;  but  it  is  possible  ibat  to  a  certniD  extent 
the  undue  ioflueace  of  backs  geuerally  may  be 
levived  by  putting  doirn  ihe  Bank  of  the  United 
SiateB  aad  creatinf;  a  want  of  banking  capital  in 
the  community.  If  there  be  a  greater  demand 
for  diicouDls  than  can  be  met  by  the  lemaijiing 
banks  after  that  of  the  United  Slates  is  destroyed, 
then  you  rerive  with  the  remaining  banks  that 
power  of  political  influence  and  faToritism  which 
you  are  so  anxions  to  avoid,  and  increase  the 
calamity  you  deprecate  by  llie  very  means  you 
take  to  avoid  it. 

In  a  perfectly  well  regulated  slate  of  society, 
it  aeenu  to  me  things  ihouid  be  so  ordered,  if  it 
can  be  effected,  that  every  Individual  of  the  com- 
munity should  obtain  loans  of  money,  oik  reason- 
able interest,  to  any  extent  for  which  he  can 
give  ample  security.  In  such  a  stale  of  things, 
an  opportuuiiy  ia  afforded  to  briu^  into  action, 
and  to  develope  all  the  resources  of  the  nation, 
to  improve  its  affricultare,  iis  manufactares,  its 
commerce,  and  alt  the  social  arts,  to  the  greatest 
possible  exieot.  Such  was  Ihe  state  of  Holland, 
■Dch  Ihe  state  of  Kngland  before  the  present  dii- 
turbancesin  Europe;  and  mark  the  result.  Each 
country  polished  and  improved  like  a  garden, 
their  commerce  extending  over  the  world,  and 
all  the  discoveries  and  arts  which  enrich  and 
adorn  social  life  carried  almost  to  the  utmost 
limit  of  perfection.  This  state  of  things  can  be 
effected  in  ihis  country  oaly  by  tbe  agency  of 
banks.  As  we  are  every  day  iocreasing  our 
Dopulation,  eoramerce,  and  agriculture,  dtc.,  and 
Drioging  into  action  an  increased  quantity  of  ob- 
jects on  which  money  can  be  advantageously 
employed,  a  proportlonably  iocreased  qoanliiy  of 
circulating  medium,  or  of  baoking  cspiial.  Is 
necessacy  to  keep  pace  with  ibe  improvemeDts 
and  progress  of  society.  If  this  reasoaingis  just, 
it  is  s<itf\y  improper  la  destroy  oui  grealKt  men- 
aced institution,  and  eonsequeoily  banish  from 
Circulation  a  portion  of  the  circuUting  medium 
at  a  period  when  tbe  slate  of  tbe  naiion  is  caps* 
ble  of  employing  to  useful  purposes  a  larger  capi- 
tal than  at  a  former  period.  If  it  is  apprehended 
that,  by  affording  ihis  facility  of  borrowing  mon- 
ey, to  the  esieot  I  have  insisted  on,  to  every  in- 
dividual who  can  give  security,  incautious  men 
vill  ruin  themsetvef.  1  answer,  they  will  do 
this  in  any  state  of  things.  To  argue  against  the 
use  of  an  Institution  rrooi  the  possible  abuse  of 
^  is  not  a  just  mode  of  reasoning,  A  seasual- 
ist  may  destroy  himself  by  excesses  in  the  en- 
joyment of  tbe  table,  yet  more  temperate  men 
will  eat  their  dinner.  That  society  should  be 
deprived  of  the  use  of  an  institution,  from  which 
its  prudent  members  can  obtain  great  advantage, 
because  Imprudent  people  will  be  ruinad  by  it,  is, 
'  to  tax  the  valuable  members  of  the  community 
fo[  Ihs  benefit  of  the  unworthy.  I  aiu  informed, 
Mr.  President,  that  for  some  years  past,  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  any  citizen  of  that  State 
could  obtain,  on  g 
nnch  money  si  h 


ing  prepress  has  she  made  in  every  kind  of  im- 
provement and  in  every  species  of  wealth  !  Look 
■  t  tbe  State  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represeat, 
whose  appreheniions  about  banking  iasiituiions 
have  made  her  averse  to  the  extension  of  sucb 
establishments.  The  result  has  been  that,  not- 
withstanding she  is,  perhaps,  the  greatest  agvt- 
culiural  Stale  in  the  Union,  furnishing  more 
copiously  (and  the  most  valuable)  articles  of  ex- 
port, and  possessed  of  all  the  materials  of  com- 
merce, she  is  dejiitute,  in  a  comparative  degree, 
of  commerce  itself.  When  cargoes  of  wheat, 
dour,  or  tobacco,  are  wanted  in  Europe,  a  mer- 
chant of  Philadelphia  is  applied  to  to  furnish 
these  articles,  though  they  are  to  be  purchased  ia 


of  society,  our  merchants  cannot  afford  to  advance 
tbe  money,  purchase  tbe  cargo,  and  draw  for  the 
amount.  On  tbe  contrary  bandy  the  Philadelphia 
merchant  can  go  into  a  baok,get  as  much  money 
as  he  wishes  to  purchase  a  cargo  with,  send  it  on 
to  Virginia  and  make  ibe  purchase,  and,  aftei  the 
vessel  IS  loaded,  draw  on  the  owner  for  the  amount 
of  the  cargo  and  his  commission.  Comparatively 
speaking,  all  mereaniile  proflt  is  drawn  from  us; 
our  produce  is  exported  and  our  Imports  imported 
by  the  merchants  of  other  States,  who  derive  all 
the  profits  of  our  commerce,  which,  in  a  differeac 
state  of  things,  would  remain  with  ns  aad  con- 
stantly increase  the  wealth  and  resources  of  the 
Stale.  I  have  been  induced  to  enter  into  this 
train  of  reasouiog  and  statement  of  facts,  in  or- 
der more  clearly  to  illustrate  this  position,  to  wit: 
that  in  order  to  prevent  a  banking  institution  or 
its  directors  from  having  a  pplitical  or  other  im- 
proper influence,  it  was  not  aecessary  to  destroy 
an  institution  which  was  in;iiself  useful,  but  to 
correct  its  abmea  by  exteodidg  the  banking  prin- 
ciple lill  all  good  paper  could  be  accommodated. 
I  have  slated  that  in  Pennsylvania,  until  the  pres- 
ent alarm  which  this  discussion  has  produced,any 
person  deserving  credit  could  obtain  it  to  any  ex- 
tent he  wished.  Tbe  banks.in  such  a  siiuatioa 
compete  for  customers;  and,  in  such  a  slate  of 
things,  the  bank,  not  being  able  to  accommodale 
all,  must  select  its  favorites,  which  gives  to  them 
particular  advantages  which  tftbers  do  not  possess, 
and  enables  them  to  apply  to  usurious  purposes 
the  money  they  get  out  of  the  bank,  by  lending  it 
to  others,  who,  If  there  was  a  sufficiency  of  bank- 
ing capital,  would  themselves  go  imo  the  bank 
and  be  accommodated  with  that  very  money  for 
which  they  now  pay  an  usurious  interest.  Such 
a  bank  is  an  evil,  and  in  such  a  state  of  society, 
where  there  exists  such  a  difficulty  of  loaniog 
money,  a  man  worth  Q30,000  may  have  his  for- 
tune sacrificed  to  pay  $5,000.  This  alaiement 
will  clearly  illuslrate  the  object  I  hare  in  view, 
which  is,  to  show  that  by  extending  the  banking 
system  to  the  proper  extent,  if  you  once  com- 
mence it,  you  destroy  its  political  influence  and 
prevent  it  from  being  an  instrument  of  either 
public  or  private  oppression.  Such  is  Ihe  situa- 
tion of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  at  pretenL 
Whalevet  may  be  the  diepositlon  of  their  direci- 
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on,  tbtj  ar«  Ineoinptteiit  Tot  all  ths  parpom  or 
iofliKDce. 

Mr.  Giua  nid  it  was  with  ftfjet  be  inlH- 
rtipied  hla  friead,  but  be  teemed  to  «appa«e  the 
baokiog  capital  at  Ricbmond  wat  to  small  at  to 
convert  thai  ciijr  into  a  tocietf  of  shaveni.  This 
was  not  correct.  He,  Ur.  G.,  had  a  eonreraatian 
witk  the  prasident  of  the  baok.  iiota  whom  he 
unJeratood  that  the  bank  cotila  do  mon  paper 
tbaD  was  ofiered  to  it. 

Mr.  BaEXT  said  he  had  heard  ao  poailire  ia- 
formalioD  as  to  the  fact  he  ttated ;  hot  it  wat 
well  kaowa  that  meo  at  good  as  tmj  io  the  Uoi' 
ted  States  had  not  been  able  to  gti  their  paper 
aeeommodaled.  U«  knew  the  President  of  ibe 
bank,  for  whom  he  had  a  lincere  Teneracion  and 
affection.  No  blame  attached  to  the  bank.  Me 
aaid  that  the  establish  meat  of  a  bank  aoy  where, 
however  pure,  provided  it  was  not  adequate  to 
the  wants  of  tocietf,  would  prodnce  ahavii^. 

Mr.  B.  said  be  had  rnaoy  other  remarks  which 
h^  wished  to  submit,  bnt  the  boor  wat  so  fat  ad- 
Taoeed  he  woald  not  treapass  farther  oa  the  at-, 
teatioa  of  the  Beaate  at  preseat.  If  a  fit  oppor- 
tunitf  thonld  hereafter  ocaur,  ha  might  again 
uke  the  liberty  of  making  a  few  observalioas  on 
this  aabjeet,  but  he  woald  trail  bimaelf  of  this 
occasion  to  say  that  he  did  not  mean  to  make  any 
reflection  on  ihe  Direclon  of  the  Bank  of  Vi 


were  ably  and  honorably  eonduoled  by  them. 

TuEBDAT,  February  19. 
The  credentials  of  John  Conuit,  appointed  a 
Senator  by  ibe  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New 
Jersey,  for  the  term  of  six  years,  commenciag  on 
the  fourth  day  of  March  next;  and  of  Williau 
B.  Giles,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Ibe  Slate  of  Virgioia,  for  the  term  of  six 
years,  commeacing  on  the  fourlh  day  of  March 
Deit;  were  seTeially  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  file. 

THe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
"Whole,  the  bill,  ealiiled  "An  act  authoriziog 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  cauae  a  general  index  to 
the  laws  of  the  [Tnited  Siatea  to  be  made,  print- 
ed, and  distributed ;"  anil  Ibe  bill  waa  ordered  to 
the  [bird  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  eatiiled  "  An  act  ptoTiding  for 
the  tale  of  a  iracl  of  land  lying  in  the  Slate  of 
Teonestee,  and  a  tract  in  the  Indiana  Territory ;" 
and  ihe  bill  was  ordered  to  the  third  readiag. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commiliae  of  ihe 
Whole,  the  bill  taafciog  further  prorisioas  for  the 
disposal  of  the  seotioas  of  land  heretofore  re- 
served for  the  future  disposition  of  Congress,  and 
for  other  purposes. 

Oo  motion  to  amend  the  bill,  section  1,  line, 
31,  after  the  word  "aare,"and  strike  out  as 
follows : 

"  And  Uiat  (he  whcde  of  the  pnrchast  money  shsil 
be  psid  by  the  porchaser  within  tliree  months  flttm 
Ihi  day  irf  tale,  othanriaa  the 


fMSHied,  end  the  land  rareit  to  tbe  United  Statea,  hi 
pnrtbasers  of  pnblic  lands  &it  to  complete  Iheir  inM 


.    -  ...   -  the  affirinaitve — yeat  2S, 

nays  2,  as  foUoiirs; 

YsAs — Miaan.  ADdarsm,  B^ard,  Osmpbell,  000- 
dit,  Ciawfard,  Catts,  FrsniMn,  GsiUard,  Oile%  Oil- 
tnan,  Goodrich  Gregg-,  Leib,  Pickning,  Road,  Bottdt 
of  Maryland,  Smith  of  Naw  York,  Tail.  Tajlm,  Tur- 
ner, Whiteside,  and  Worthingten. 

NAia— Messrs.  Bradley  and  Lambert. 

Tbe  bill  having  been  amended,  the  PRBstnairF 
reported  it  to  the  House  accordi^ly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  biu  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  1  it  iras  detai- 
mined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Cahpmll,  from  the  committee  to  whqm 
was  referred  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authot- 
ize  the  election  of  aheriffs  in  the  Indiana  Terri- 
tory," reported  it  viih  an  amendment;  whieb 
wuread. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Senate  resumed,  aa  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  bill  to  emend  and  continue  in  fore* 
an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  aub- 
scribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slatea,"  passed 


ha*  been  consumed  in  the  discussion  of  the 
subject  before  ns,  and  the  ground  completely  oc- 
cupied by  those  who  have  gone  before  me,  yet 
the  importance  of  tbe  subject,  the  immense  mag- 
nitude of  the  uohappy  consequences  likely  to 
result  to  the  nation  from  the  rejection  of  the  bUl 
on  your  lable,«o(DpeI  me  lo  ofier  to  it  all  tbe  sop- 
port'  in  my  power.  Indeed,  sir,  to  ibis  sense  of 
duty  to  the  nation  is  superadded  a  very  tacred, 
and  to  roe  indispensable  duty — my  duty  to  tbe 
State  which  I  have  the  honor  in  j>ari  to  repre- 
sent, as  well  as  another  duty,  which,  fi'om  the 
course  the  debate  has  taken,  it  not  to  be  ditrfr 
garded;  I  mean,  sir,  ike  duty  which  1  owe  to 
myself. 

1  cannot,  as  other  gentlemen  have  boasted  they 
can,  put  my  band  into  my  drawer  and  pull  oot 
the  iostruciions  by  which  I  am  to  be  directed  on 
ibu  imporunl  subject. 

The  State  of  South  Carolina  is  a  very  lawn 
stockholder  in  some  of  her  State  banks,  and  ii  a 
selfish  policy,  contracted  to  the  narrow  sphere  of 
the  unique  ad*aDiage  in  dollars  and^ents  of  the 
government  of  that  State — in  contradiction  and 
disregard  of  the  great  body  of  her  own  cilizeuo, 
and  the  ciiizens  of  the  rest  of  the  States  in  tbe 
Union — could  have  weighed  a  moment  with  her 
Legislature,  I  too  might  have  been  instructed. 
Let  me  not  be  anderstoad,  Mr.  President,  as 
drawing  any  compariion  between  tbe  conduct  of 
the  Slate  of  South  Carolina  and  the  conduct  of 
the  great  and  leading  Scales  who  have  acted 
otherwise ;  but  I  mnit  and  will  tell  of  the  chinga 
that  I  do  know.  I  rejoice,  sir^  that  the  State 
which  I  come  from  has,  in  this  instance,  been 
actuaied  by  that  magnanimity  and  patnoiisnt 
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wliieh  OD  all  former  ocusious  has  diitingoished 
her  coDdaet;  ihat  neiiher  lellithDess,  nor  paitf 
nge,  HOT  a  spirit  of  inioleraiice,  has  iuduced  her 
to  counteract  or  embarrBss  the  National  Le^isla- 
inre  in  its  pursuit  of  the  erreat  object  of  its  lusti- 
taiioD,  the  good  of  Ibe  woole, 

I  hope  it  nill  not  be  considered  as  savoriag  of 
^olism  wheti  I  aa^  Ibai  my  appoiniraent  to  the 
Tciy  honorable  station  I  now  bold  was  unsolicited 
ij  me.  That  my  ■eniimeots  on  the  subject  uow 
UDder  coDsideration  had  been  bf  me  uoequiro' 
eallf  expressed  at  the  last  session  uf  Congress, 

'  and  were  well  known  to  those  who  appoiaied  me. 
Naf,  further,  after  mj  venerable  and  respected 
predecessor  bad  resigned  his  seat  here,  and  had 
declined,  also,  his  appoiatmenl  for  the  ensuing 
*ix  years,  pending  the  election  of  a  successor  to 

'  him,  and  when  my  name  was  held  in  Domina- 
tion, a  resolution  was  offered,  similar  to  those 
which  we  have  beard  so  much  talk  about,  pro- 
posing to  instruct  the  Senators  of  that  State  to 
oppoae  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  Stales.  This  resolution,  aa  I  an 
informed,  lay  on  the  Speaker's  table  when  lb< 
election  was  gone  into.    I  was  elected,  and  the 

fwoposers  4)f  the  resolniion  bad  not  power  i 
nfluence  enough  to  raise  it  front  the  table 
which  it  lay,  and  it  died  stillborn  at  the  end  of 
the  session;  and  if  I  were  to  make  an  inference 
at  all  on  these  transactions,  I  should  suppose 
I  was  tacitly  instructed  to  vote  for  the  renewa' 
of  the  bank  cbarler.  But  I  seek  not  the  avoid' 
anee  of  responsibility.  It  is  here,  sir,  in  my  own 
bosom,  I  have  iasimctions  paramount  to  all  oth- 
era.  My  beloved  coQnlry  has  rested  the  matter 
here,  and  my  gratitude  is  superadded  to  all  other 
moral  obligations  operating  on  me  to  perform  thi: 
trust,  and  to  execute  this  duty  with  faitbfulc 


which  the  genileniea  who  have  gone  before  me 
have  pointed  out  to  you.  Id  sectioo  seven,  clause 
flrat,  power  is  given  to  Coogress  "  to  lay  and  col- 
'  lect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excise*,  to  pay  the 
'debts,  and  provide  for  the  common  defence  and 
'nneral  welfare  of  the  United  Slates;  but  all 
'antiea  shall  be  uniform  throughout  the  United 
*  States." 

Clause  second  gives  power  "  to  borrow  money 
on  the  credit  of  ifie  United  Sictes."  And,  in  the 
lait  clause  of  said  section,  power  is  also  given  to 
nakealllawswhichshall  be  necessary  and  proper 
for  carrying  into  execution  the  foregoing  powers 
vested  by  this  Constitution  in  the  Oovernment 
of  the  United  States,  or  any  department  or  officer 
thereof. 

Let  us  understand  the  meaning  of  the  words 
neceitary  and  proper,  in  the  last  quoted  clause, 
fbr  upon  a  correct  knowledge  of  these  depends. 
in  m^  opinion,  the  correctness  of  our  conclusioos 
OD  this  subject.  The  word  tuceuary,  in  its  tech- 
nical and  legal  sense,  in  the  meaning  affixed  to  it 
tn  common  parlance,  established  by  usage,  cus- 
tom, reason,  and  the  common  law  of  the  land,  is 
diSerent  and  distinct  from  the  signfficaiion  of  the 
-aame  adjective  derived  from  the  autntanlire  ne- 


aitiiti,  as  used  by  Hobbes,  Hutchinson,  Humc!, 
and  the  other  melaphysieians  of  the  last  centu  ry. 
It  is  well  known  that  tbey  used  the  substantive 
neceMtitt/  as  synonymous  with  the  word  ya/e,  and 
which  necessity,  according  to  the  opioiDns  of  one 
party,  controlled  omnipotenee  itself.  Tbis  neces' 
sity  was  supposed  by  them  co-exialent  yriih  the 
Deity  itself,  not  prospective  nor  discrctionarj, 
bending  in  oneway,  and  in  one  way  only,  all 
substance,  all  matter,  and  all  spirit.  This  mean- 
ing  of  the  word  is  only  to  be  found  with  ihesa 
metapbysiciana  and  philosophers ;  but  id  ottr  law 
books,  in  the  daily  and  hourly  use  of  the  vrord  la 
common  conversation,  it  has  no  such  meaniog. 
Whetl  the  old  Congress  passed  the  condiiiaoal 
charter — which  I  admit  they  had  not  a  delegated 
power  to  grant,  but  which  is  fully  in  point,  both  as 
to  the  signiGcalton  of  the  word  and, also,  of  their 
opinion  of  the  necessity,  and  even  indispensable- 
nessof  abankfor  the  administering  the  fiscal  cmi- 
eerns  of  the  nation — in  the  conclusion  of  the  pre- 
amble they  say  that  the  exigencies  of  the  United 
Statesr6nderitindlBpensably  necessary  to  pass  the 
act,  &c.;  and  in  ibe  laws  passed  during  that  period, 
when  this  Oovernment  was  in  the  habit  of  fot* 
lowing  the  English  custom  of  beginning  the  laws  I 
by  a  preamble,  you  find  the  word  nectMtarg  used     ' 


247;  idem,  page  276.)  in  fact,  among  frail  r 
tals  with  fallible  judgments  like  ours.     'WuB 
any  beings  endued  with  less  than  omniscience, 


rd  nectatary  must  be  only  applicable  to 
the  honest  judgment  we  can  make  up  concern- 
iog  the  subject  to  which  we  apply  it;  in  oilter 
words,  it  is  resolvable  into  that  sound  discretion 
with  which,  as  moral  agents,  we  are  in  the  first 
Instance  intrusted  by  oar  Maker,  and  in  the  in- 
stance BOW  before  us,  we  are  intrusted  with  by 
the  Constitution  and  by  the  citizens  who  have 
sent  Ds  here  to  trsnsact  their  business.  But  the 
'igid  ntcettity  which  our  oppoaeols  wish  to  eit- 
•„.»»  ™  ™.  .1,;.  ■"— ipbyMcai  oecesaily,  must, 
table  ;  it  mast  be 


■  ?"■? 


IT  lea 


from  its  very  nature,  be  imm 
unique,  and  could  not  exist  i 
degree;  and,  therefore,  the  word  Joined  to  it  ia 
the  Constitution  {proper)  could  have  no  mean- 
ing at  all.  The  laws,  to  be  passed,  must  be  necei- 
sary,  is  the  only  one  way  given  under  heaven  by 
which  you  are  to  effect  the  end  desired  ;  io  other 
words,  the  law  must  be  imposed  by  Fate.  It  is 
perfect  nonsense  to  say  that  there  is  a  latitude 
left  with  us  to  judge  whether  inch  a  law  is  prop- 
eror  improper.  I  have,  I  think,  brought  the  mean- 
ing of  the  word  ntcenary  to  the  level  and  with- 
in the  comprehension  of'^freii  human  intellect. 
The  signification  of  the  word  proper  1  tike  to 
contain  the  description  of  the  measure  or  lew  to 
which  (t  is  anplied,  in  the  following  respects: 
whether  the  taw  is  in  conformity  to  the  tetter, 
the  spirit,  and  the  meaning  of  the  Constitution; 
whether  it  will  produce  the  good  end  desired  ia 
tbe  most  ready,  easy,  and  convenient  mode,  that 
we  are  acquainted  with.  Let  us  apply  theaedefi- 
nitions  to  the  matter  in  hand. 
Our  opponents  have  admitted  that  banks  are 
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of  ibe  DHtion.  They  haje,  bf  their  siat^meatn, 
shown  that  there  ia  little  more  Ibsn  one-hair  uf 
ibe  amount  of  specie  io  the  country  which  the 
national  revenue  rises  to  anouBllr,  and  the  bur- 
^D  of  tha  BODg  is,  that  State  banks  will  do. 

Bioks  are.  iheD.  necessary  and  projier  for  the 
collecting,  transraitting,  and  safe  keeping  of  tbe 
nrenue.  Banks  are  created  by  Ikw.  Congress, 
by  the  CoostiiulioD,  hiTe  the  right  of  passing 
laws  necessary  and  ptoper  for  the  foregoing  pur- 
poses. Batiks  are  n^essary  add. proper  for  these 
purposes;  thetefoie.  Congrrss  have  the  right  of 
passing  a  law  to  maVe  a  bank  or  banks.  But,  the 
powei  of  granling  charters  and  creating  corpo' 
rations  is  the  exercise  of  the  highest  act  of  sov- 
ereignty say  oar  opponents.  I  kaow  no  scale  by 
ivhich  these  acts  of  sovereigoiy  are  graduated. 
The  power  of  legislation  implies  sOTcrergoty,  and 
the  deseripiion  of  a  high  law  and  a  low  law  is 
hardly  to  be  found  in  any  book  I  bare  yet  met 
with.    I  will  dot  dwell  on  this  topic.    The  ar- 

Siments  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
rent)  on  this  point  are  unanswerable.  It  is 
carious  to  obserre  (he  extremes  to  which  some 
of  our  statesmen  carried  their  doctrine  twenty 
years  ago,  on  this  subject  of  charters  and' corpo- 
rations ;  and  I  hare  recently  met  with  some  who 
deny  that  any  Qovernment  has  the  right  to  grant 
(hem.  Our  little  town  corporations,  and  our  city 
corporations,  in  the  State  I  live  in,  have  had  to 
pass  through  the  legal  ordeal  lo  satisfy  the  doubts 
of  those  who  entcrtBia  this  opinion.  But  now, 
«ll  ibe  Slates  undoubtedly  exercise  it,  or  rather, 
they  have  continued  to  exercise  it  from  their  first 


Territory.  If  this  power 
broad  terms  of  the  grant  to  pass  laws  for  this 
District,  in  all  cases  whatsoever;  and  if  the  na- 
timrted,  utiresiricled  ^raot  thus  made,  is  sappoaed 
to  dub  OS  with  the  higher  or  qnintepseniikl  sav- 
ereigoCy,  1  think  it  woold  not  be  a  difficult  mat- 
ter lo  PT0V4  that  this  broad  grant  is,  in  fact,  as 
nnch  limited  and  restricted,  according  to  its 
nature,  as  tbe  ^rant  of  power  in  the  concluding 
clause  of  the  eighth  section,  which  I  have  before 
cited. 

Can  Congress  even  pass  a  law  respecting  the 
Territory  orColambia,  which,  according  lo  ibeir 
opinions,  shall  notbenecessar^  and  proper  7  The 
well-being  of  iu^iiizens,  or  the  well-bein^  of  the 
citizens  oTthe  whole  nation,  (for  even  lEgislaiiog 
the  Terriiury  into  non-existence,  if  we  could  do 
to,)  these  would  be  the  motives;  in  fact  the 
Legislature  must  be  non  eompot  mentia,  who 
could  or  would  assign  as  a  general  reason,  for 
any  of  its  acts,  one  opposite  to  this  one  of  its  be- 
ing necessary  and  proper. 

Great  stress  is  laid  on  that  amendment  of  the 
ConstiiniioD,  which  says,  that  all  power  not  ei^ 
pressly  granted  shell  be  retained,  &c.  Sither  the 
^neral  clause  I  have  relied  on  gives  power  or 
It  does  not ;  if  it  did  not  give  power  why  was  this 
anendment  made  ?  And  if  it  did,  and  tnis  power 
was  offensive,  why  was  it  not  stricken  out  when 
4h«  amendment  was  madel    But  if  it  expressly 


gave  power,  which  I  contend,  its  being  suffered 
10  remain  is  proof  thai  it  was  not  the  design  of 
the  amendment  to  take  away  the  pow«r  given. 
Could  not  (he  Territory  of  Columbia  have  been 
governed  without  ereciina;  a  single  corporalioii 
in  ill  I  don't  mean  well  governed.  But  was 
there  that  fatal  necessity;  tnat  command  from 

"  Te  ftat*  fulfil  it,  and  j«  powen  appro**," 
to  erect  corpora  I  ions  7  This  legislation  to  erect 
corporations  being,  according  (o  onr  opponents, 
«ut  gaterU.  not  of  the  ordinary  kind,  and  only  to 
be  exeroised  where  the  express  authority  is  given 
by  the  Constitution,  I  ask  gentlemen  to  show  the 
clause  in  the  Constitution  which  expressly  gives 
ui  the  power  to  perform  this  sublimated  act  of 
legislatioD  in  this  Territory  any  more  than  in 
BQ^  other  part  of  the  United  Stales;  and  yet  at 
ihiB  very  session  we  have  sent  an  armful  ol  ihese 
high  acts.  The  shelves  of  the  office  of  Ihe  Sec? 
rotary  groan  under  the  pile  of  charters  we  have 
granted. 

I  said  it  was  easy  to  prove  thai  the  broad  grant 
given  10  Congress  to  legislate  for  this  Territory 
in  all  cases  whatsoever,  was  restricted  and  paled 
in  by  the  Constitution.  Congress  cannot  make 
ihe  duties  here  on  imports  leas  or  grttUer  than 
elsewhere  in  the  United  States — imports  and 
■  ■  e  the  citi- 
,  JOTi  > 

grant  them  litles  of  nobility ;  and  yet  the  inci- 
dents here  alluded  to  would  come  under  the 
description  in  the  clause  "of  all  cases  whatso- 
ever." In  truth,  sir,  there  is  not  aacintilla  of  the 
spirit,  nor  .a  single  word  or  letter  of  the  Coasti- 
tation,  that  loses  its  power  and  sanction  upon 
our  conduct  jo  legislating  in  this  particular. 
There  is  no  more  a  power  given  us  to  legislate 
ad  lUnivm  on  this  Territory,  nor  to  derive  there- 
for powers  by  implication,  than  is  given  us  in 
the  laws  we  pass  for  the  whole  nation ;  and  if 
this  power,  nn  gtnerv,  a{  creating  corporaliona, 
is  properly  deflaed  by  out  opponents,  they  ought 
to  go  back  to  the  works  of  yesterday,  as  welfaa 
lo  those  of  twenty  years  standing,  in  order  lo  in- 
troduce their  new  order  of  things.  I  might  here 
draw  a  comparison  of  the  tried  i<cheme  of  using 
the  United  States'  Bank,  and  the  untried  scheme 
of  osing  Slate  banks  in  aid  of  tbe  operations  of 
the  National  Treasury ;  but  i  should  only  he  say- 
iDg  with  less  force  what  has  been  so  fully  and  so 
coDclafivcly  said  by  the  gentlemen  who  have 
preceded  me.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  for  safe-keep- 
ing, for  transmission  and  payment  of  the  funds 
to  any  part  of  the  nation,  and  for  enforcing  tbe 

Eunciual  payment  hy  the  debtors  to  the  custom*, 
y  addressing  to  those  debtors  the  arguments  to 
the  sense  of  honor  and  shame,  aud  also  to  their 
interest,  (o  wit;  by  denying  them  credit  in  the 
bank  on  failure  in  punctuality — all  these  have 
been  afforded  to  the  Government  without  its  in- 
Burring  therefor  one  cent's  expense.  Are  we 
sure  tbe  Siaie  banks  can  or  will  do  this?  I  beg 
pardon  of  tbe  Senate  for  detaining  ibem  on 
topics  not  new.    As  this  is  liaade  a  ease  of  con- 
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BTjr  10  be  thus  p»tic- 

ihe  right  to  acl  oa  ibis  subject,  inBamucb  as  I 
think  the  bank  is  boih  necessary  and  proper  for 
the  purposes  abo?e  referred  to. 

To  me, it  appears  ibit  ibii  power  is  expressly 
graatej;  we  derive  it  Dot  by  implicaiion ;  bnt 
oar  opponeDls.  !□  tact,  are  pressed  to  the  oeces- 
siijr  of  usiog  implication  to  come  al  the  denial 
they  set  op  against  the  exercise  by  Cougress  of 
this  power. 

I  say,  further,  that  ibis  insiilation  i<  necesnrf 
and  proper  for  carrying  into  effect  another  gene- 
ral power,  viz:  The  power  to  borrow  money  on 
the  credit  of  the  United  States. 

I  am  one  of  those,  Mr.  President,  who  have 
always  thought  a  superabundant  Treasnry  was 
no  national  blessing.  Ii  is  very  easily  to  be  de- 
monstrated that  as  to  the  cBect  of  accumuiaiing 
national  wealth,  one  dollar  in  the  pockets  of  our 
citizens  would  add  twice  as  much  to  the  common 
Block  as  the  same  sum  taken  from  them  »a6 
lodged  in  the  strong  box  of  the  Treasury.  None 
bnt  the  nerve  of  a  rigorons  and  miserly  deipoi, 
■neb  as  was  the  father  of  Frederick  the  Great,  of 
Frnsiia,  could  ever  keep  it  together  after  ii  was 
eollecled.  I  fear  that  we  Repnblicans  are  go 
generous  in  our  nature*,  that  in  soma  way  or 
Cither,  for  some  favorite  project  of  a  fortification 
or  fortifications,  whether  by  land  or  water,  we 
■hould  let  it  go,  and  think,  too,  we  were  doing 
the  greatest  possible  good  with  it.  For  sudden 
emergencies  tneo,  I  conclude,  while  our  Govem- 
ment  lasts,  we  shall  have  to  anticipate  by  loans, 
taking  care,  as  I  hope  we  always  shall,  and  aa  we 
have  done,  to  provide  for  the  early  release  of  the 
Oovernment  from  Euch  obligations,  which  the 
necessary  or  sudden  emergencies  are  not  to  be 
Buffered  toaccumulate.  The  Bank  of  the  United 
States  t«rTes  for  effecting  boih  objects — quick 
and  reasonable  loane.  One  clause  of  tbe  bill 
compels  the  hank  to  loan  to  the  United  Slates 
the  amount  of  half  iu  capital;  and  the  form  of 
these  loans,  as  heretofore  practised  by  the  Oov- 
enment,  is  by  a  mere  entry  in  the  bank  btfoka, 
and  in  the  books  of  tbe  Treasuiy  of  the  United 
States,  of  the  money  borrowed,  and  the  interest 
•tatcd,  which  is  payable  thereon ;  in  other  words, 
there  is  no  transferable  stock  delivered  out,  and 
which  the  Governmentcannot  redeem  whenever 
It  pleases.  1  ask  genltemen,  if  tbe  Government 
ia  not  bound  to  provide  the  means  necessary  and 
proper  of  exercising  this  power  of  borrowing,  and 
whether  fhere  can  any  way  be  devised,  a  more 
propermode  for  ibeadvanta^e  of  the  nation,  than 
the  plan  proposed;  and  will  not  this  ready  re- 
Boorce,  which  we  have  for  five,  six,  or  seven  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  serve  to  keep  off  the  pressure  and 
the  combination  of  individual  ranacit]^  and  of 
Individual  concert  and  cabal,  with  which  your 
efforts  to  borrow  may  be  met  by  the  large  capi- 
taliatL  and  give  to  Government  time  to  borrow 
eten  from  foreigners,  if  with  tbem  we  can  make 
■  better  bareain  for  the  nation  7  I  know  some 
gentlemen  talk  largely  of  the  vast  sums  of  mohey 
which  our  citizens  nave  ready  to  poai  into  the 


lap  of  tbe  Government,  if  to  them  it  shonld  a, 

ply  for  a  loan.    The  same  boasting  look  place  at 


the 


e  this  Governmeut  made  its  only  ezperi- 


borrow  money  from  its  citizens.      , 

r,  when  there  was  a  mighty  rage  against  France^ 
id  the  Government  was  urged  into  tbe  expen- 
sive measures  of  that  day,  the  experiment  was 
made,  aad  we  had  to  give  usury — sir,  we  had  ta 

Sive  an  iotereit  of  two  per  cent,  more  than  the 
•gii  interest  in  the  Stales  where  the  loan  was 
e£cted.  The  present  crisis  is  an  awful  one. 
The  system  of  non-importation  is  now  io  open- 
lion,  which  hermetically  seals  the  lid  of  your 
Treasury  box  to  the  admission  of  revenue.  It  is 
known  we  shall  bave  to  borrow  money.  And 
after  you  put  down  this  bank,  where  is  the  loan- 
ing capital  of  the  nation  to  be  found?  I'll  telt 
Sou  where;  it  is  under  the  management  of  the 
late  banks,  and  those  banks,  at  least  in  the 
largest  money-holding  State  in  the  Union,  (Peon- 
sylvania,]  are  precluded  from  loaning  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  unless  by  consent  of  the  Legislature. 
Will  you  go  to  those  eeolle  and  good  soul*,  wba 
give  to  tbe  distressed  the  good  oargains  which 
the  genileman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Smith)  told 
us  oTl  Will  you  apply  to  the  mercy  and  kind- 
ness and  patriotism  of  those  ravenous  sharks  aotl 
shavers,  who  are  even  considered  as  acting  verjr 
moderately  when  thev  take  from  the  distressed 
their  one  and  an  half  per  cent,  per  month,  oi 
eighteen  per  cent,  per  year,  for  the  use  of  their 
money  1  I  dou't  expect  much  pairiolio  support 
from  such  men  -as  these;  they  would  spurn  you 
with  contempt,  if  you  offiired  them  your  pitiful 
and  beggarly  six  per  cent.  But  the  State  banks 
are  the  panacea  for  all  difficulties — they  may 
lend  you  the  money  you  want,  provided  you  get 
the  consent  of  the  Slate  which  graated  their 
charters.  But  all  the  States  have  not  reslrieied 
their  banks  from  lending  money  to  the  United 
Stales.  I  am  contemplating  this  not  for  a  day 
only.  Do  you  believe  that  New  York  or  Mary- 
land, after  experiencing  the  effect  which  this 
controlling  power  of  the  Slate  over  the  money  of 
its  citizens  .shall  have  on  the  General  Govern- 
ment, will  act  so  unwisely  as  14  forego  the  ad- 
vantage of  infiuence  in  the  Union  derived  frooi 
iheir  dollars  and  eagles,  and  act  so  nnjustly  to 
themselves  as  not  to  follow  tbe  example!  Why, 
sir,  not  for  seIGs  bo  ess-sake,  but  for  the  sake  of 
fair  play,  they  oughc  and  would  do  it.  The  States 
ought  as  little  to  disparage,  us  in  the  exercise  of 
our  lej^iiimate  functions  as  we  them — yet,  by  the 
operationof  these  State  charters,millions  of  money 
are  put  oui  of  our  reach  unless  by  their  consent — 
when,  by  the  Consiituiion,  we  are  undeniably 
permitted  to  borrow  money.  Are  we  come  to 
iliis — that  this  meagre  and  grim  demon,  this  Dr- 
ISnatcbawajr,  who  not  only  denies  the  powers 
derived  incidentally,  (although  we  have  exer- 
cised them  thonsands  of  times,)  but  before  whom 
withers  and  perishes  ibe  powers  expressly  grant- 
ed; that  this  Devil  Doctor  is  even  now  about  lo 
renew  lo  us  the  distress  of  tbe  honest  Qovcrnoi 
described  by  the  inimitable  Oervoaies? 
I  beseech  genUemen,  not  tobringonaptematnre- 
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oldage  Id  [his  Qoveromenti  Ibeseecb  them,  not 
to  drsfranchise  the  GovernmeDt  of  the  necessary 
powers  for  carrynog  it  into  effect,  and  oot  to  throw 
away  the  experience  aod  the  acquifsceace  of  the 
aatiOD  for  twenty  yea'm  duratioa ;  and  1  most  fer- 
veaily  beg  that  this  power  should  not  be  surren- 
dered to  the  great  aod  leading  States  because 
they  bare  ioconsideniely  askecTfor  it ;  that  Con- 
gress wMl  not,  in  imftaiioa  of  the  good  old  Lear, 
yield  toihememberaorour  family  what  is  whole- 
tome  and  necessary  hi  supporting  our  own  home- 
hold.  Soon,  very  soon,  tbe  eyen  or  ears  of  one 
or  more  of  ihe  members  of  our  family  may  be 
effended  atthesi^ht'of  our  commitlees,  our  men- 
diean I  missions  loDnging  about  the  lobbies  and 

Etleries  of  the  Stale  Legislatures,  as  some  of  us 
re   been  offendettiac  the  presence  of  the  mis- 
s  lonnging  aboqt  our  galleries  j  we,  who 


are  dow  supplicated, 


ill  then  be 


supplic 


While  We  succumb  tn  the  views  or  prejudices, 
Slate  policy  of  each  particular  Slate,  from  whence 
we  implore  the  per^isaion  to  borrow,  we  may 
socceedj  but,  act  independently,  run  counter  to 
their  ]t)cal  feelingEi,  they  wH)  oot  lend  you  a  doit. 
Think  you,  sir,  that  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
would  hare  consented  [o  your  making  a  loan  from 
its  banks  at  the  period  at  which  General  Bright 
was  in  battle  array  against  your  authority  1 
Think  you,  that  Massachusetts  would  have  treat- 
ed your  beggOTi  kiadly  during  the  embargo  fer- 
ment? Would  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
with  bis  high  standmg  in  that  State,  the  turn  of 
whose  politiei,  be  says,  may  depend  upon  the  con- 
tioDing  of  this  baok^ould  he,  sir,  with  all  his 
eominetcial  knowledge  and  the  elnquence  he  dis- 
plays, have  obtained  the  grant  of  a  f  iror  lo  the 
Goremment  of  the  ^nited  Slates  about  two  years 
ago?  Ah  no!  sir.  When  civil  broils,  when  po- 
litical intolerance  aad  party  rage,  shall  pervade 
a  Legislature,  tbey  frill  act  as  other  men,  and  if 
excited  only  to  the  height  which  (he  newspapers 
seem  anxioas  to  excite  them  on  the  present  oc- 
casion, there  might  be  rashness  enough  found  to 
induce  them  to  use  your  messenger  as  was  used 
the  good  old  Kent,  w^n  supplicating  in  (he  cause 
of  his  houseless  master.  The  geDtleinan  from 
Tireinia  (Mr.  Giles)  has  called  the  attention  of 
the  Senate  lo  the  9ib  article  of  the  amendments 
of  Ihe  Constitution,  viz:  "the  enumeration  in  the 
Constitution  of  certain  rights  shall  not  be  con- 
strued to  deoy  or  disparage  oYfter>  retained  by  Ihe 
people."  Now  Congress  hare  the  po-wer  to  bar- 
rote  money.  andfroJit  plain  and  necessary  impti- 


ns,J  we  have  the  potTer  to  fii  the  rale  of  interest 
to  be  given ;  yet  the  State  Legislature*  have  ihe 
power  10  fix  the  rate  of  interest  which  their  cit- 
izens lending  money 'shall  receive,  and  haveSxed 
and  established  that  rate,  and  eaforced  the  provi- 
sions on  this  subject  by  secere  penalties,  I  know 
not  how  Mr.  Adaus  found  the  Stales  so  iTiuch 
asleep  to  their  righiajwhen  he  templed  iheir  cii- 
iiens  to  become  usuYers,  and  this  too  in  denial 
and  disparagement  df  State  powers  actually  ez- 
eiciaedi    If  th«  present  Tigilanae  had  then  been 


exerted,  I  should  suppose  he  was  very  lucky  that 
he  was  not  as  much  harassed  as  were  some  of  the 
victims  under  his  sedition  law.  Carry  this  doo^ 
trine  of  rigid  construction  in  respect  to  this  in- 
stance  of  collision  of  Slate  and  United  Statea- 
authorities  lo  the  extent  contended  for  by  the  op- 
posers  of  the  bill — enforce  to  ihe  fullest  extentf. 
according  to  its  obvious  meaning,  the  amendmeni. 
last  quoted,  and  we  shall  be  surrounded  with  pow- 
ers which  we  dare  not  use.  We  maybotrowp 
but  Ihe  citixens  will  not  lend  for  the  legal  interest 
established  by  law — their  Stales  proTiibit  them 
lending  at  an  usurer's  interest,  and  impose  hear/ 
penalties  if  tbev  do,;  or,  10  embarrass  the  Oeneral 
Government,  (he  State*  or  so7H£  of  them  holdloy 
the  moneyed  capital  may  prohibit  individuals  ai 
Ihey  have  prohibited  ibe  banks  from  lending  to 
us,  and  thus  benumb  all  our  energies.  In  fact, 
sir,  the  doctrines  and  notions  I  have  heard  en- 
forced  here,  seem  oalculated  to  place  us  in  the 
situation  of  the  miserable  Tantalus;  the  limpid 
and  wholesome  stream  is  witbio  our  reach,  bat 
we  dare  not  reach  out  our  hands  loiake  Up  a  drop 
to  cool  our  tongues,  destined  to  the  sufferance  of 
eternal  Ihirsi.  Let  me  now  inquire  bow  the  de- 
struction'of  this  bank  is  lo  operate  on  the  naiioii 
at  large.  By  the  minute  detail  of  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Suite}  of  the 
mode  and  manner,  and  by  what  comiiKrcial  op- 
erations, the  foreign  capital  in  this  bank  is  to  find 
its  way  out  of  the  counlry,  I  take  it  to  be  one  of 
his  motives  for  putting  down  this  bank,  that  tha 
foreign  capital  shoold  be  drawn  out  of  the  coau- 
iry.  Indeed,  if  this  were  not  his  object,  I  cannof 
see  why  bis  aeariesi  artillery  was  brought  to  beat 
opoo  the  foreign  influence  which  he  alleges  thia 
foreign  capital  brings  into  the  country  j  and  yet 
neither  he  nor  any  one  who  has  cried  aloud  against 
this  «in  has  produced  a  single  instance  of  a  for- 
eign stockholder  having  exerted  bis  influenca 
against  ihe  Government  of  this  country.  (Bar- 
itif^s  book  on  American  affairs  might  be  adduced 
as  an  instance  of  ihe  opposite  effect  produced.) 

The  fanhesi  that  the  assertions  go,  is  that  our 
own  citizens^  Federal  bank  directors,  may  havs 
exerted  their  inflaence,aDd  they  and  their  money, 
which  is  not  proposed  to  be  annihilated  by  this 
bill,  may,  and  probably  will  be  brought  to  beat 
Hgaipsl.  us  again  and  again;  and  the  only  remedy 
1  see  would  beto  kill  them  and  take  their  money — 
ibis  would  effectually  destroy  their  influence.  To 
return,  sir,  tp  the  grand  object  of  drawing  out 
seven  millions  and  upwards  of  foreign  capital 
from  this  counlry.  1  know  ibat  some  have  as- 
serted, with  great  confidence  that  the  section  of 
the  Union  North  and  East  of  this  is  saturated 
with  Stmoneyedcapital,domeaiicated^s\i^e'\eD.i(ot 
all  Ihe  purposes  of  its  citizens.  I  cannot  prove 
thai  this  is  incorrect,  but  from  the  anxiety  sbowa 
by  those  people  on  the  subject  now  before  u^ 
by  ihe  moderaie  18  per  cent.  loans  we  hare  heata 
of,  1  should  remain  a  perfect  THomas  as  to  ths 
correctness  of  this  assertion.  Let  me  speak  of 
those  States  concerning  which  lam  belter  in- 
formed—I begin  with  Virginia  because  it  is  Dear- 
est.   This  State  b  indcDied  wiib  the  finest  baya 
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-aod  rivers  in  the  world,  her  shores  hi«  bold  and 
her  traten  deep,  aSurdiog  ports  and  harbors  in 
unore  abundance  than  are  la  be  found  in  any  Slaie 
■of  the  UtiiOD.  Look  at  the  weieht  of  tonnage  em- 
ployed  in  carrf  iog  to  the  Old  World  the  immense 
]>roceeds  of  this  produetire  country;  their  citizens 
«qual  in  intellect  and  enterorise  to  any  in  the 
irorld.  What  is  the  reason  tnat  thejr  pay  a  iran- 
mt  duty  annually  to  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and 
Baltimore,  to  more  than  doubie  the  amount  of 
their  Stale  bank  slock,  in  profits  to  the  Khipping 
merchants  in  thos^  cities,  in  freights  coastwise 
of  the  produce,  and  in  the  freight  aUo  coastwise 
of  European  supplies?  Does  this  evidence  do 
want  of  cDiDmarcial  mnneyed  capital  within  the 
reach  of  the  citizens!  Trayel  liirough  it,  com- 
pare it  with  ihe  Northern  Stales — at  every  step 
you  ace  apparent  the  disadvantages  it  labors  under 
.  in  this  respect.  Why,  sir,  the  circumsiance  of 
the  basin  at  Bichmond,  with  a  fall  of  nearly  one 
hundred  feet,  remaining  for  len  yean  a  stagnant 
pool  within  the  heart  of  her  capital  city,  when 
iviih  this  power  more  machinery  than  is  to  be 
found  in  half  the  manufaciuring  towns  of  Eng- 
land might  be  propelled,  lells  the  secret.  > 

[[  is  a  well  known  fact  thai  the  trade  of  North 
Carolina,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  vessels  with 
naval  stores  and  lumber,iiiakes  it*  humble  attorn- 
tnent  to  the  city  of  New  York.  South  Carolina 
and  Georgia  have  a  small  portion  of  their  com- 
merce direct  with  Europe;  but  the  thousands  of 
bagsof  cotloD  shipped  from  iheporls  of  Philadel- 
phia, New  York,  and  Boston,  the  circomstaace 
of  therebeing  eleven  packets  constantly  trading  to 


Hew  York  alone  from  Savannah,  and  as  n 


K 


from  ChadeBiou,  show  plainly  that  this 
transit  duty  is  paid  by  us  also.  The  French  Em- 
peror knows  (his  as  well  as  we  do  ourselves,  and 
bis  provision  for  adoiiiiiog  colioo  from  new 
York  is  not  because  he  did  not  know  the  article 
did  not  grow  there;  hut  because  he  knew  the 
capital  there  acted  like  a  loadstone  and  drew  the 
article  from  the  States  in  which  it  grew.  I  do 
not  mentioB  these  things  invidiously  ;1  wish  pros- 
-"-■*■'  to  those  cities  as  well  as  to  the  whole 
1— but  protract  not  the  growth  of  other 
parts  of  the  United  Slates  by  driving  out  the 
means  from  the  country  by  which  they,  have 
grown,  and  which,  if  let  alone,  might  be  exiended 
to  us  also.  No  man  who  has  attentively  consid- 
ered the  rise,  progress,  and  growth  of  these  Slates, 
from  their  first  colonizaiion  to  Ihe  present  period. 
can  deny  that  foreign  capital,  ty,Briii»hcapitai, 
haa  been  the  pap  on  which  we  firit  fed,  the 
strong  aliment  which  supported  and  Etimulated 
our  exertions  and  industry  even  to  the  present 
day.  The  Southern  people,  although  they  have 
received  the  soods  aod  sold  their  crops  to  Brit- 
ish agents  and  British  factors,  whether  in  their 
own  cities  or  those  further  north,  are  not  the  le&s 
republican,  nor  the  less  independent  in  ibeir  poli- 
tics nor  ibe  less  free  from  foreiED  partialities.  I 
will  here  mention  a  fact  which  I  happen  to  re- 
member, which,  among  ten  thousand  other  in- 
stances, might  be  mentioned  of  the  benefit  deriv- 
ed to  the  country  by  the  use  of  this  deteaicd  for- 


eign capitaL  In  ibe  progress  of'the  difging  of 
the  "Saotee  Canal,  the  greatest  work  of  the  kind 
in  America,  the  expense  so  far  exceeded  the  csl- 
culaiioDs  of  the  company  who  had  undertaken  it, 
that  many  of  the  siockholdera,  like  all  sangtiine 
calculators,  were  straitened  in  paying  up  their 
instalments  as  they  became  due — these  obtained 
accommodation  at  the  bank;  but  even  iben  it 
was  found  difiicult  to  progress,  end  at  leogtii  the 
company  actually  borrowed  of  the  branch  bank 
the  fundi  to  complete  it,  and,  unles*  it  has  vety 
lately  paid,  the  company  still  owes  a  very  con- 
siderable sum  to  Ihe  Bank  of  the  United  Statesj 
and  bui  for  this  accommodation  it  is  more  tbaa 
probable  that  this  great  woik,  which  is  capable 
of  facililatiag  to  a  most  convenient  degree  i be 
transportation  of  the  products  of  nearly  naif  the 
State  of  South  Carolina,  might  never  have  been 
accomplished.  We  have  heard  much  of  partie* 
and  party  spirit  in  Ibis  discussion.  I'll  tell  yon, 
sir,  who  will  compose  Ihe  parlies  in  the  immedi- 
ate concussion  about  to  be  produced  by  the  down- 
fall of  this  hank— the  withdrawal  of  fineen  mil- 
lions circulalioq;  medium  either  in  actual  paper 
bills,  or  in  bank  credits^  answering  Ihe  full  pur- 
pose of  circulating  medium,  while  the  mercbaais 
are  under  distress  from  foreign  aggression,  and 
while  iheOoTernment  has  commenced  its  restrict- 
ive system  on  mercantile  operations;  while  it 
will  make  the  money  mote  scarce,  will  make  it 
more  dear,  and,  of  course,  will  make  property 
more  cheap;  produce  will  fall;  it  has  fallen  ia 
consequence  of  the  aniicipatious  on  this  aabjecL 
The  small  Irader.^nd  the  young,  industrious,  and 
enterprising  mecnanic  ana  manufaoturer,  whose 
stock  (and  it  is  ihe  best  stock  in  Ibe  world)  is  bis 
honesivand  fair  reputaiioo,  and  on  which  the 
hanks  have  advanced  him  money,  must  payoff 
at  any  and  every  loss,  or  perhaps  bny  his  money 
at  the  moderate  premium  of  1^,  2,  or  3  per  cent, 
a  month.  These  men,  such  as  the  worthy  sup- 
pliants from  Philadelphia  represent,  will  he  de- 
livered over  to  he  devoured  by  the  sharks  and  sha- 
vers who  are  now  prowling  for  their  prey  among 
the  dlstrsases  and  calamities  you  are  about  to  in- 
flict on  that  class  of  citizens,  the  most  worthy  the 
careof  awiseOoveroment.  The  parties  are  the 
rich  cash-in-hand  men  on  the  one  side,  and  the 
great agricultnral  and  manufacturing  interest  and 
the  small  traders  on  the  other.  If  1  had  only 
heard  and  not  seen  the  gentleman  from  Tannea- 
see,  (Mr.  ANnERsoK.)  when  delivering  his  oration 
in  praise  of  republican  simplicity,  I  should  have 
thought  we  had  another  Diogenes  preaching 
from  bis  tub ;  but  there  needa  no  oratory  to  con- 
vince the  mission  in  your  gallery  and  theii 
friends  behind  them,  that,  after  the  big  fish  have 
eaten  the  little  ones,  ibey  will  neither  hare  mo- 
tives or  means  for  departing  from  the  chaste  fru- 
gality and  republican  simplicity  of  manneta  re- 
commended bv  the  words  of  the  gentleman ;  it 
will  be  only  those  who  have  fattened  n pan  the 
spoil  who  can  indulge  in  the  simple  style  and 

Bain  and  humble  habiliments  of  our  modern 
iogeoeiB. 
I  nave  said  I  rejoiced  in  tbe  prosperity  of  every 
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part  of  out  Uaion.  Bat,  eithet  the  geatlemsii  oi 
I  1m*«  proceeded  t<^ether  opoa  vfrf  miiiakei]  . 
groDDdi.  I  ibonght  tbe  leiaiag  of  W««t  Florida 
wa*,  HinODS  other  object*,  to  aoewer  the  purpoM 
of  giving  ID  outlet  for  tbe  product*  of  TenoesMe 
and  the  other  Weaiern  Staiei;  I  thoaght,  too,  the 

EatchaseofLooisiaDaat  Gfieen  iDillioiii.tobepaid 
J  the  whole  natioa.  was  for  this  object  slio ;  and 
1  eannot  aitppafe  that  the  effectiog  of  this  object, 
woold  lead  to  make  the  people  poor,  or  precerre 
amoDg  them  thii  repoblican  simplicity  of  mati- 
nen — on  tb«  eoDtrary,  I  do  hope  and  expect,  that 
it  will  tend  to  promote  the  tndustrf  and  enter- 
prise  of  the  citizens,  and  develope  the  vast  re- 
foarces  of  wealth,  profit,  and  atrenglh  of  our 
western  br« 111 ren.  Per-hspt  the  resolution  on  our 
tables,  for  imposing  additiDnal  dmies  on  hemp 
and  hempen  manafaolures,  ii  also  designed  lo  pro- 
mote the  wise  project  of  keepog  our  western 
brethtea  from  growing  loo  rich,  aud  thereby 
preserriog  one  republican  simplieitj'. 

I  have  notyet  done  treating  this  BIB  part^inb- 

J'ect.  I  did  not.  It  is  troe,  come  here  to  legislate 
arm  party  or  for  any  particular  Adminisii'a  lion — 
but  wbera  I  think  a  mewnre  it  subTcnire  of  the 
interests  of  the  nation,  and  snbreniTe  of  ibe  party 
to  which  lamaitached,  it  is  not  unfair  10  take  this 
Utter  aspect  into  view  also.  Let  it  be  recollected 
thai  the  present  Adrainislrttton  haTe  not  a  ■ingle 
leading  (for  they  arrogate  the  term  as  well  as  tlie 
BtAtea)  paper,  republican  nor  federal,  in  tbe  na- 
tion, except  the  paper  edited  here,  (which  is  mild 
in  its  tone  and  not  as  yet  disposed  to  rash  into 
the  fire  to  defend  the  powers  that  be ;)  !  **f  '«>  it 
be  recollected  that  there  la  none  of  these  irrespoo' 
aible  dictators  to  public  opinion  who  lift  a  quill 
■nourcanse.  The  constant  theme  ii  the  base- 
ness and  tergiversBiioB  of  the  tenth  and  eleT- 
eoth  Congress,  and  the  wickednessand  oorropiion 
of  the  lervanis  of  the  public,  and  erer  and  anon 
tbeir  lash  reaches  beyond  ourshodlder  and  strikes 
the  Executire  also — but  more  is  coming  yet 
from  them— (hey'  have  shown  their  teeth.  It  is 
true  we  may  follow  those  calling  themselves  re- 
publiCBit  in  the  rate  which  we  are  now  aboai  to 
givi.  But  do  you  think  for  this  act  that  they  will 
come  back  to  your  aid— that  they  will  take  us 
for  better  for  worse?  No,  sir;  when  the  evils 
which  will  be  produced  by  the  rejection  of  this 
bill,  when  private  distress  and  public  embarrass- 
ment shall  raise  the  outcry,  they  will  ride  on  the 
winds  and  direct  the  storm,  and  will  be  the  first 
to  crj' out  [here  is  no  energy  in  us,  and  to  join 
my  intrigue  lo  hurl  us  from  our  seats,  it  is  easily 
to  he  demonstrated  that  by  tbe  details  of  the  bill 
on  your  table,  if  its  friends  were  sulfered  to  per- 
fect it,  it  would  produce,  say  in  the  bonus,  one 
and  a  fourth  millioDsat  least,  perhaps  two  millions 
of  dollan-^premiumon  the  five  millions  of  iiock 
to  be  created,  two  and  half  millions.  In  the  whole, 
at  the  lowest  calculaiioo,  three  and  thiec-foortha 
millions  of  dollars,  which  will  be  given  up,  lost 
aud  abandoned  by  us.  Will  gentlemen  recollect 
that  only  half  of  this  sum,  taken  from  the  people 
hf  the  direct  tax,  harried  Mr.  Adams  and  nis 
ftienda  to  their  political  death  1    And  tbe  people 


ire  not  sneh  fools  as  not  to  see  that  what  is  lakeo 
,way  from  tbe  Treasury  is  taken  from  their 
pockets — yon  may  disguise  it  as  yon  will  by  pro- 
'asiinating  loans,  it  will  not  escape  their  delec- 

And  for  whom  is  this  mighty  sacrifice  lo  be 
made.  If  the  ministering  to  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States  is  worth  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Slates  so  mneb  ihat  it  will  accept  the  terms 
above-mentioned,  and  yoa  resolve  to  emplov 
others  to  do  the  same  thing,  is  this  ofQce,  worth 

much  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Siate«,  worth 

s  to  themt  This  is  the  lever.  Here  the  real 
patties  are  apparent.  The  nation — the  great  ag- 
ricultural interest,  the  solid  yeomanry  of  the 
country  on  one  side,  and  the  city  influence,  the 
London  and  Paris  hiSuence,  oa  the  other.  The 
mage  palpable  of  nearly  four  millions  of 
dollars  wrestes  from  the  Qovernment,-  and  of 
coarse  from  the  people,  and  sent  to  whom  7  To 
tbe  great  capitalists,  monopolists  of  Slate  banks, 
totbe  Leadw  hall -street  gentry,  whose  insatiate 
m«WB  could  not  be  glutted  by  the  ploodering  of 
an  empire.  Do  vou  believe,  sir,  that  the  great 
body  of  the  people,  who  are  actuated  bv  the  im- 
pulse of  feeling,  and  who  may  not  indulge  in  the 
□ice  distinctions  we  have  drawn  here  about  the 
Constitution,  but  who  have  exp«rienced  the  eou' 
venieoce  of  a  circulating  medium  carrentover 
the  whole  extent  of  the  Union,  and  who  have 
witnessed  your  numberless  aequiescenees  to  the 
legalily  of  this  iastituiioa,  and  read  yonr  lawt 
for  punishing  those  invading  its  rights,  and  your 
numerous  laws  for  trusting,  trading,  borrowing, 
and  receiving  favors  from  this  bank — will  (his, 
TOQr  recent  discovery  of  its  uoeonstilutionslity, 
be  an  excuse  for  giving  away  twenty  per  cent, 
on  all  their  produce,  and  for  the  giving  away 
double  the  amount  of  that  lax,  for  the  imposing 
of  which  they  condemned  your  predecessorsl  I 
fear  for  the  safely  of  the  Constitution  itielf.  It 
has  been  deopunced  by  those  who  have  de- 
nounced ns.  Tfae/eeling  is  quickly  transferred 
from  the  Diioisiers  under  the  CDaaiiiuiiod  to  the 
Constitmion  itself.  The  clamor  has  gone  forth 
that  we  want  energy- that  the  Consiiiutioa 
wants  energy — and  a  vast  remedy  has  already 
been  proposed  by  the  Aurora  itself— to  give 
Congress  the  power  lo  lay  an  export  duty  upon 
the  productions  of  the  country;  more  ofvour 
London  and  Paris  influence — to  lay  the  agrieul- 
tvral  interest, under  the  baa  of  the  empire.  Cou- 
solidaiiou  is  the  watchword.  Preserve  your 
Constitnilon  without  abandoning  it«  legitimate 
powers,  such  as  you  have  prospered  in  the  exer- 
cise of,  and  1  fear  not  this  hot^oblin;  but  weaken  it. 
place  It  tu  lean  upon  or  revolve  round  any  local 
Siaie  policy,  and  to  obey  the  beck  and  call  of 
any  one  or  of  all  the  leading  States,  and  the 
rights  and  interests  ofiheStHiel  represent,  nnd 
all  the  other  smaller  States  in  the  UqIoq,  could 
not  be  very  much  affected  by  any  change. 

It  is  acknowled^d  on  all  hands  that  there  is 
not  specie  enough  in  the  nation,  if  applied  solely 
to  that  pvrpose,  to  pav  our  annaal  impost.  The 
operations  of  the  Bank  of  Columbia  ta  tnoaftt- 
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TiDg  the  revenue  derived  rroia  a  pirt  of  Viivioia 
(and  of  (he  laod  fuaiia  from  the  westward,)  aad 
of  tbe  Maahaltan  Bank,  in  parforining  the  lame  > 
office  ia  respect  to  ibscolleGiioDsin  CaDaectieut, 
have  beeo  dwelt  upon  bjr  ibe  booorable  Senator 

>  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Shitb.)  Hlh  arKiiieiils 
drawa  from  the  facts  would  bare  been  more  eon- 
closive  if  he   could  have  iostanced  the  rame 

[  facilities  afforded  to  the  QovemmeDi  between 
baoks  discoooected  by  ihe  effect  of  that  neigh- 
borbood  ctrculaiioa  and  of  that,  course  of  trade 

I  very  apparent  in  the  instances  he  bas  produced. 
But  it  ii  not  conclusive  at  any  tale.  There  is  a 
neiehborhood  medium  of  circulation  (iha  State 
bBDa  paper,)  and  there  is  a  national  medium  (the 
United  Slates  paper.)  The  lailer,  under  the 
present  stale  of  things,  corrects  the  operations  of 
distant  banks  and  renders  tbeir  transfers  eajy; 
but,  deprived  of  this,  would  Any  of  them, 
situated  at  four  ot  five  hundred  miles,  or  at 
one  thousand  miles  disiaoce,  agree  to  make 
these  tranifera  for  the  Qoverniaent  free  of  ex- 
pensel  Could  they,  for  insrance,  iransfcr  the 
solid  bullioD  belopging  to  the  United  Stateafrom 
Orleans  to  Boston  or  Philadelphia,  withput  our 
affording  compensation  for  freight,  insurance^^? 
I  have  witnessed  the  advaoleges  of  this  nalioaal 
mediuiQ  in  the  State  1  live  in;  and  in  the  montha 
of  Autumn,  when  strangers  ate  fearful  of  ven- 
turing to  Cbaile&lon,  our  western  friends,  rather 
than  carry  Ihe  hard  dollars,  are  ia  the  habit  of 

I  giving  two  or  three  per  cent,  for  bills  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  Destroy  this  national 
medium, you  insulate  the  State  banks,  which  are 
so  far  asunder  as  not  to  be  wlihin  the  influence 
ofibeneigbborhood medium  of  circuiatioD.    The 

I       stroke  of  OUT  dreadful  wand  disconnects  the  liga- 

'  ment  by  which  tbey  are  bound  together  in  their 
distant  opera lioos. 

Oentlemen  tell  us  we  must  use  the  State 
banks,  and  of  consequence  the  Stale  bank  notes. 
Some  of  these  notes  bappan  to  be  worth  aothiog 
—Gloucester  bank  notes,  for  instance— and  tbey 
are  graduated  in  different  parts  of  the  continent 
from  par  down  to  twenty  or  tweniy-Bve  per 

I  cent,  below  pat,  and  the  market  value  is  in  some 
instances  perpetually  changing — oor  Treasurer 
must,  if  he  cbo^  separate  tbe  sheep  from  the 
goats— and  this  is  to  be  perpetual  labor.  Even 
good  notes  at  par  when  received  may  be  useless 

,  to  the  public  creditor  who  is  to  receive  them,  A 
Portland  bill,  for  insiauce,  would  not  get  me  a 
meal's  victuals  from  this  homo,  maj  an  Augusta 
or  Savannah  or  New  Orleans  bank  bill  would 
pot  have  ju  value  understood  in  New  Ensland. 
Indeed,  Mr.  Prpsident,  this  chaos — thii'  coDfusion 

,  —about  to  be  introduced  in  our  Treasury,  and 
tLe  legitimaifl  exercise  of  our  Constitutional 
powers  as  a  aovernmeni,  is  likely,  tqo  likely, 
agaiA  to  exhibit  lo  theworld  the  distraction,  and 
perhaps,  dispersion,  (which  Ood  forbid  I)  whitli  the 
seed  ofNoah  experienced  St  Ihe  Tower  of  Babel. 

'  I  have  given  candidly  my  boneit  vieWs  of  the 

subject  before  us,  meaning  no  uncharitablenesa 
to  those  honorable  gentlemen  in  tbe  Senate  who 
differ  with  me;  and  ia£nitelf  nther  would  1, 


that  after  tb«  trial  and  after  long  experieDcc  to 
come,  all  that  I  have  said  should  be  discavered  to 
be  fauoded  in  error,  the  effect  of  a  healed  imagi- 
nation, than  tbat  my  country  sbonld  anffer  a 
single  iwoK,. though  in  fulfilment  of  the  Ihiiiga  1 
have  ibis  day  uttered. 

Mr.  PioKERiNO. — Mr.  President:  HaTing  re- 
ceived, from  tbe  House  of  Representa tires  of 
Masaaebusetii,  an  initruction  in  the  form  of  n 
request,  ''to  oppose  Ihe  renewal  of  Ihe  charter  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates,"  and  some;  other 
lembers  of  the  Seitate  hovio^  received  from 
their  respective  Stales  instructions  to  the  same 
effect,  1  will  make  a  few  observations  on  tbesab- 

' pleaaed  to  hear  the  f^ntlennan  from  Tic 

ginia,  over  against  me,  (Mr.  aii.BS,)  after  reading 
bis  iosiructioDS  from  that  State,  express  bii  opin- 
i on  decisively,  that  instructions  from  constittieDCs 
were  not  binding  on  their  Legislative  R«preseB- 
talives.  Coocnrring  entirety  in  this  optnioD,  I 
will  offer  some  reasons  to  show,  that  they  are 
erroneous  in  principkle;  tbat  they  infringe  the 
rightfol  independence  of  repreaentatives;  and,  in 
respeet  to  members  of  Congress,  tbat  ihcy  vio- 
late the  Constitution  of  the  United  Slate*. 

In  a  somU  community,  where  all  iis  membera 
can  meet  together  and  consult  on  the  innsares 
neeessary  and  proper  to  promote  tbeir  eonmoa 
interests,  their  decisions  are- the  result  of  detibet- 
ation,  of  reasoning  and  of  the  inierehaage  of 
sentiments.  When  the  members  beeome  too 
numerous,  or  are  too  widely  extended,  to  admit 
of  tbeir  ^rsonal  attendance  in  a  general  asaem- 
bly,  it  seems  to  be  a  very  natural  provision  la  se- 
lect a  convenient  numbet  of  them  ID  meet  together 
to  maaage  their  common  concerns;  in  the  same 
manner  they  were  before  conducted  by  tbe  whole 
community.  And  thus,  from  the  very  nature  of 
ibis  iostitntioa,  it  becomes  the  daiy  of  the  pei^ 
sons  composing  the  representative-  body,  to  coik 
suit,  deliberate,  and  mutually  communicate  their 
reasons  and  (ipinions;  and  therenpon  finallr  to 
decide  on  the  measDres  requisite  to  be  adopted  for 
the  welfare  of  iha  cominunity.  Hence  it  follows, 
that  all  peremptory  insiniclions,  or  naked  re- 
quests, designed  lo  control  or  influence  Ihe  volea 
of  the  represeotaiives,  are  subversive  nf  the  futtda- 
menlfvl  principle  of  a  repreaeololive  OovernmeDt. 

Such  insiruciioas  or  requests,  addressed  to 
members  of  Congress,  do  also  violate  Mie  Con- 
siiioiioii  of  Ihe  United  Slates.  Tbe  first  senteac* 
in  tbat  Constitution  is  in  these  words:  "All 
legislative  powers  herein  granted  shall  be  vested 
in  a  Congress  of  the -United  States,  which  shall 
consist  of  a  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives." Now,  therefore,  if  Slate  Legislatarea 
underlake  to-dictate,  by  their  instrQciions,  or  bf 
requests  which  are  intended  lo  operate  equally 
with  instructions,  what  votes  shall  be  given  Ofi 
any  question,  by  tbeir  repreaentatives  in  Con- 
gress^ they  so  far  assume  the  'powers  vested  by 
the  Consiituiion  exclusively  in  Congress.  And 
if  their  insiructiooa  or  requests  are  obtjtd,  then 
tbe  State  Leoisla lures,  and  not  Congress,  enact 
laws  for  Ibe  United  Suuas. 
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Bmk  of  ate  (fialed  8taU»>. 


SntiTi. 


If,  indeed,  ■  Stale  Legiilaiare  ihould,'  is  the 
foriB of  instrnedons  or  requests,  «nier  inioa  Irain 
of  reuODins',  aoil  preieot  ■rguments  which 
Aoatd  conrioee  ray  uodtrstindtng  ibtit  uny  mea- 
tnre  uoder  coDsideraiion  in  Congress,  was  or  was 
nat  conaiitent  witlt  ihe  Constitmioa,  and  exhibit 
facts  which  prored  its  Diility  or  iajiirjous  effeei'i, 
then  I  ahoutd  yield  obedience  accordiDKly;  bql 
to  what  ?  to  ioBlrDctioM  or  reqaeats  1  No;  hot 
to  Traaon  and  to  truth. 

]d  BDotber  reipaet,  aneh  inatniolioDa  and  re- 
qneats  violate  the  ConsiitatioD,  in  regard  to  the 
membeTS  of  this  body.  Senaiora  are  cboaen  for 
six  years.  This  wai  intended  by  the  framfra  of 
tbe  ConstitDiioB,  to  fire  thpm  thai  independence 
wbich  ihoald  lecnre  freedom  in  thinking  and 
acting.  Bm,  if  Senatora  were  bound  to  obey  the 
instmcliona  of  their  respective-  Stale  Legfsla- 
tnres,  that  independence  would  be  wholly  de- 
atroved.  Indeed,  irwould  put  Senatora  as  abso- 
lutely in  tbe  power  of  their  constitueats,  as  if  tbe 
State  Legislatores  had  the  right  to  recall  and 
dismiss  them  at  pleasure. 

I  will  now,  Mr.  President,  make  some  observa' 
tiana  on  the  main  quFstion  onder  conaidenition. 
Whether  Congress  have  tbe  power  by  the  Consii- 
intion  to  renew  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Slates  7 

It  haa  been  said  that  the  power  to  incorporate 
a  bank  fut  the  United  Stages  is  a  sufastantiTeand 
original,  and  not  a  derivalirc  or  implied  power. 
ThiB  has  been  repeated,  hot  I  hare  h#aid  no  ar- 
gomenis  in  aopport  of  the'  poaitioa ;  ii  is  naked 
aaseriion. 

It  has  also  been  called  "  an  act  of  sovereign ty;" 
as  if  to  alarm  and  deter  ns  by  its  awfal  magni' 
tilde.  Bat,  sir,  the  aorereign  power  of  Gongreaa 
is  sometimes  exercised  on  subjects  of  compara- 
tively little  momeni.  A  few  days  since  we  pau- 
ed  a  bill  to  auihoriie  the  erection  of  a  bridge; 
and  another,  to  change  ihe  name  of  an  individual, 
to  enaUe  him  to  inbeiit  an  estate.  The  power 
of  Congreas  ia  sovereign  i  "  ' 
the  CoQstitdiion.  They 
taxes,  duties,  impoats,  and 
ney,  ragnlate  commeroe,  and  make  all  needful 
rnfea  and  regnlations  respeetin|{  the  territory  and 
other  properly  of  the  United  Slatei.  And  they 
bavo  the  power  to  make  all  laws  necessary  and 
proper  to  carry  the  foregoing  and  all  other  Con- 
■litmioaal  powers  into  execution.  When  pr»- 
posing  to  exercise  this  genera)  power,  in  any  case 
not  expressly  meotiooed,  we  have  to  consider 
whether  it  he  "  necessary  and  proper."  It  has 
been  said  that  "necessary"  here  means  indivpen- 
lable ;  something  Wiiboat  which  a  partienlar 
power  expressly  granted  cannot  be  carried  into 
execution.  But,  sir,  I  see  no  ffronnd  for  this  in- 
terpretation. In  the  afiairsofa  nation,  or  other 
community,  whatever  the  pablic  good  requires  to 
be  done,  isneeesaary  and  proper  to  be  done.  It  is 
a  moral,  not  an  ab^lute  neoessiiy .  It  is  neceasa- 
tary  for  me  to  be  here,  in  my  place,  beeause  it  ia 
my  duty  to  be  here.  Necessary  and  proper  are 
opposed  to  nnnecessary  and  improper.  Congress 
ihoald  do  no  aet  niueeasaary  and  impnqwr  ;  but, 


3  all  Ihe  purposes  of 
I  lay  and  collect 


'  like  Slate  liegialaturas,  do  whatever  is  necessary 
and  proper  ts  attain  ihe  objecls  for  which  they 
are  respectively  eoBaiitnted. 

In  deierminitiK  whether  any  proposed  measure 
be  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  into  execution 
any  power  expressly  given  to  Congress,  we  have 
to  consider  wneiher  inat  measure  have  a  juit  or 
useful  relaiion  to  the  end.  For  Insianoe,  tbe 
CoDstitotioa  liaving  piesttribed  no  mode  of  cok 
lectiof  the  rereaues,  it  rested  in  the  discretion  of 
Congress  to  adopt  such  a  mode  or  sveh  modes  as 
should  appear  to  them  best  adapted  lo  that  object. 
Instead  of  appointing  custom-house  officers  in 
the  large  commercial  cities  and  towns,  where  a 
banking  establisbnient  could  be  supported,  Gon- 
greaa might  there  have  erected  banin,  as  the  most 
certain,  punctaal,  sod  cheap  mode  of  collection. 
Suitable  officer*  of  a  bank  might  have  performed 
alt  tbe  duties  of  entering  and  clearing  vessela, 
and  all  other  duties  pertaining  to  the  Bustom- 
bntise,  without  any  charge  to  ihe  public  ;  the  de- 

eosiies  of  the  public  moneys  so  collected  in  those 
inka^  upon  which  tbe  usual  banking  operations 
might  be  carried  on;  yielding  an  adequate  com- 
pensaiion  forall  the  services  so  peiformed. 

The  ptiblre  re»nuea,  when  collected,  must  also 
be  safely  kept.  An  experience  has  demoDsirated 
that,  of  all  depositaries,  banks  are  the  safest.  And 
the  same  experience  has  shown  that,  as  the  pub- 
lie  naeneys  are  required  to  be  frequently  trans- 
ferred, for  the  public  expenditures,  from  one  State 
to  another,  tbe  Bank  of  the  United  States,  with 
its  branches,  has  furnished  the  best  lAode  of  trans- 
fer; it  being  effected  with  dispatch,  with  cer* 
lainly,  and  without  any  risk  or  expense  to  the 
United  States. 

Tbe  genileman  from  Seotucky  (Mr.  Clat) 
aAed,  if  badks  are  oecessaiy  for  collecting  the 
public  revenues,  why  give  them  any  other  powerJ 
The  answer  fi,  that  it  is  the  essential  natate  of 
banks,  whieli  renden  them  so  peculiarly  fit  to  col- 
tcottbe  rereDDes.  The  merchants,  whose  bonds 
are  lodged  ii^  the  banks  for  collection,  qre  also 
bdrtoweia  of  money  from  the  banks  ;  and  if  they 
fail  of  paying  their  bonds,  as  they  become  due, 
their  credit  willfail ;  they  can  obtaio  np  more 
loans  until  their  bands  are  paid.  This  has  just 
been  presented  to  oar  view,  in  the  most  striking 
manner,  by  my;  colleague. 

"  To  borrow  itaoney,"  is  another  of  the  great 
powers  expressly  vested  in  Congress,  And  ia 
this,  as  in  ibe  power  first  considered,  no  mode  of 
borrowing  being  prescribed  in  the  CoDslilution, 
CoDgreiB  are  to  devise  and  provide  the  means  in 
their  judgment  most  sure,  expeditious,  and  am- 
ple, to  obtain  loans.  A'ud  this  was  one  of  the 
gnal  objectsffor  wbich  the  Bank  of  ihe  United 
Stales  was  originally  incorporated.  The  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  near  me,  (Mr.  BtiBK.T,)  and 
th^  gentlemah  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Tat. 
L0R,}bave,io  very  forciblelanguage,  displayed  ih« 
impolicy  of  depending  on  State  banks  pr  indi- 
viduals for  loans,  in  public  emergencies.  At  soeli 
times,  these  banks  and  indiriduiils  may  be  most 
hardly  pressed  by  their  oinal  cDsiomers.  To 
anfier  tha  Baiik.of  the  United  States  tu  disaolve, 
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and  to  hare  recaurae  to  Sut*  bankj^ill  ba  so  far 
foing  back  to  ibe  eoadiiioa  of  the  Uniied  Stales 
iioder  the  articles  of  Confederatioo,  wfapn  oar 
Uoion  was  but  a  tope  of  land.  Wben  lb«  press- 
ure of  the  Revolulio&aTy  war  was  o*er,  indeed, 
whiU  Ibet  pressure  remained,  Coogress  in  rain 
made  requitiiioiM  oa  tbe  iodiriduil  States;  no 
moQer,  or  nobe  in  any  measure  adequate  to  ibe 
public  ezigcDcies,  could  be  obiained.  Afier  the 
war,  when  ibe  public  ireasorj'  was  emptf.  Con- 
gress inporiuned — implored  the  States,  individu- 
ally, to  grant  (he  power  to  raise  b  reveotie  from 
commerce,  la  defray  tbe  current  expenses  of  the 
Geoeral  OoVernment,  and  to  fulfil  the  puUic  ob- 
ligations, but  tbe  power  could  not  be  obtained. 
Btates,  deriving  large  TerenuM  froQi  commerce, 
choM  10  retain  ihem  for  iheir  own  ireasuries. 

It  was  this  helpless,  forlorn  eoodition  of  our 
country,  wbieb  forcibly  convinced  the  nation  of 
the  necessity  of  forraiog  a  new  system  of  Oov- 
ernmeol ;  and  our  present  Gorernment  was  the 
fruit  of  ihai  necessity. 

'*  To  regulate  commerce"  is  a  third  great  power 
Tested  in  Congress.  And  it  is  cOQceired  tfaa^  the 
exercise  of  any  power  well  adapted  to  gire  safe- 
ty, facility,  and  prosperity  to  commerce,  most  be 
comprised  in  the  poner  to  regulate  it.  Hence 
the  erecting  of  tight-houses  has  been  mentioned 
as  an  insiaoce  in  which  an  implied  power,  inci- 
dental 10  the  regulating  of  commerce,  has  be«o 
exercised.  But  it  has  heta  said  that  this  power 
.  is  expressly  giren  in  another  part  of  the  Consti- 
tution; that  bj  which  Coogresa  is  rested  with 
exclusive  legislation  orec  Ibe  district  which  is  the 
aeat  of  Qorernment,  and  over  places  ceded  to  ibe 
United  Slates  "for  tbe  erection  of  forts,  maga- 
zines, arsenals,  dock-yard*,  and  oiber  needful 
boitdtngs."  But  if  we  had  no  commerce,  no  nav- 
igation, ligbi-housei  would  not  be ''needful  build- 
ings," tbey  would  be  of  no  usewhatever.  -Hence 
it  IS  clear  that  they  have  a  ^irect  lelatio'n  to  com- 
lacrce  and  to  nothing  else ;  and.  therefore,  the 
erecting  of  ihem  is  properly  adduced  as  an  in- 
stance of  the  exercise  of  a  power  implied  in  the 
general  express  power  to  regnlate  commerce. 

Tbe  safety  and  facility  oT  commercial  opera- 
tions was  also  greatly  (o  be  promoted  by  means 
of  a  general  currency  which  should  have  equat 
credit  (hroaehout  the  Union.  Thi^  his  been  ac- 
compllahed  By  the  notes  issued  front  the  Bank  of 
tbe  Uniied  Stales,  noder  the  authority  of  Con- 
gress, exercising  the  power  incidental  to  that  of 
leguleiing  commerce. 

A  fourth  great  power,  whiob  I  mentioned  to 
have  been  vested  in  Congress,  is  that  of  "  malting 
all  needful  rulss  nod  regulations  respeciing  the 
territory  and  other  property  of  tbe  United  Slates." 
This  "other  property'' consists  partly  of  money. 
And,  as  Congress  have  power  to  make  any  regu- 
lations concerning  it  which  are  needful,  tbai  is, 
which  may,  in  their  opinion,  best  promote  the 

f;eneral  welfare,  this  money  may  be  (as  some  of 
thas  been)  vested  in  bank  stock;  and,  with  the 
ttnesi  regard  to  its  safety  and  good  management, 
in  the  stock  of  a  bank  erected  by  Congress^  of 
which  they  may  have  a  suitable  inspection ;  and 


where  it  may  safely  depmite  tbe  public  rertfnaes, 
ibera  to  await  tbe  public  demand;  and,  iii  the 
mean  time,  usefully  aid  thoae  banking  operations 
which  give  facility  to  commerce  and  to  public 
loans. 

But  as  an  evidence  that  (he  constitntionalitf 
of  tbe  Bci  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  the  Doited 
Stales  was  at  least  doilbtful,  we  have  been  told 
by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Smith,) 
that  Pteaideni  Washington  doubted;  that  his 
mind  was  in  suspense  to  (be  last  roomentj  when 
the  act  was  to  be  approved  or  disapproved.  That 
white  tbe  then  Secretary  of  the  Treaanry,  (Mr. 
Hamilton,)  a  very  great  man,  maintained  the 
ConstiiutionaL  power  of  Congress  to  erect  that 
bank,  another  man  (Mr.  Jefferson)  equally  great, 
then  Secretary  of  Bute,  and  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral, (Mr.  Randolph,)  a  distinguished  lawyer, 
maintained  the  contrary  doctrine — that  Coni;ress 
had  not  that  power.  It  is  true,  sir,  that  Wash- 
ington, cautious  and  circumspect  beyond  any 
man  I  ever  koew.did  suspend  aia decision  to  tbe 
last  day  allowed  him  by  the  Consiiiiition.  The 
confidence  with  which  the  Secretary  of  State 
and  the  Attorney  General  supported  their  opin- 
ions on  this  question,  was  sufficient  to  excite  In 
the  President  the  greatest  caution.  Both  were 
lawyers,  and  tbey  raised  many  legal'  objections. 
The  written  opinions  of  these  gentlemen  were 
(as  I  have  been  well  informed)  put  tnto  the 
hands  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  two  days 
before  it  was  necessary  for  tfae  President  to  de- 
cide. And  the  reasoning  of  Mr,  Hamilton,  in 
bis  written  argument,  enabled  the  President  to 
decide  wiih  sBtisfaction  ;  with  a  fall  convietiDB 
of  tbe  constilutioBBlity  of  ihe  act. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  objections  of- 
fered by  the  Secretary  of  State.  He  said—"  that 
'  the  proposed  iticorporation  (of  the  bank)  nndw- 
'  takes  to  create  certain  capacities,  properties^  or 
'  atirtbuies,  which  areagainHi  the  laws  of  alien- 
'  age,  descents,  escheat,  and  forfeiiurej  distriba- 
'  tion,  and  monopoly.  And  that  notbiag  but  a 
'oecessity,  in  viheible  by  other  means,  can  jaatify 
'  such  a  prostration  of  laws  which  constitute  the 
'  pillars  of  our  whole  system  of  jurispru deuce, 
'  and  are  ihe  foaodaiion  laws  of  the  State  gov- 
ernments." Washington,  sir,  was  not  a  lawyer, 
and  who  can  wotader  that  his  fair  mind  was 
alarmed  b)^  such  a  solemn  declaration?  That  it 
was  kept  in  suspense  by  the  assertion,  that  the 
act  for  establishing  the  hank  would  overturn  the 
pillars  of  oar  whotasystem  of  jurispradeoce,  and 
the  fonndaiion  laws  of  the  Siate  governments! 
But,  sir,  it  required  only  Ihe  knowledge  of  a  law- 
yer at  once  to  overturn  these  objections.  The 
fallowing  are  some  of  the  remarks  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury;  "If  these  are  truly  the 
'  foundation  laws  of  the  several  States,  then  hare 
'  most  of  them  subverted  their  own  foundations. 
'  For  there  is  scarcely  one  of  them  which  has 
'  not,  sipce  the  establishment  of  its  particolar 
'  constitution,  made  material  alterations  in  aome 
'  of  those  branches  of  its  juris  prude  nee,  espe- 
'  eially  the  law  of  descents.  But  it  is  not  con- 
'  ceived  how  anything  can  be  called  the  funda- 
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'mcDlallBwof  ■  State  ^o*eTiimeDt  wbieb  b  not 
'  etublishfil  in  its  ooDsiitmioD,  aailierable  by  its 
'  Drdinar;  legislBliire." 

''  To  erect  s  corporation,  is  to  inbititiiie  a  Irgal 
'  or  artificial  for  a  natural  person  ;  aod^  where  a 
'Dumber  are  concerned,  to  give  them  individu- 
'aliif.  To  iba[  legal  or  artiBeial  perton,  once 
'  created,  the  common  law  of  ever;  State,  of  it- 
'  self,  annezea  all  those  incideats  and  altribBies 
'  which  ore  represeoted  as  a  proMraiion  of  the 
'  main  pillars  of  their  jurliprndence.  It  is  cer- 
'  lainly  not  aecDTaK  to  sav,  thai  the  erection  of 
'  a  coloration  is  against  tnose  different  heads  of 
■  the  State  laws;  becanw  il  is  rather  to  c 
'  kind  of  pemoD,  or  entitf,  to  which  they  ai.  m- 
'  applicable,  and  lo  which  the  general  rule  of 
'  tboTC  laws  assigns  ■  different  regimen.  The 
<  laws  of  alienage  cannot  applf  to  an  artificial 
'  person,  becaose  it  can  have  no  conntrjr.  Those 
'  of  detcent  cannot  apply  to  it.  becaose  it  can 
*  bare  no  heirs.  Tfaosa  of  e^heat  are  forci^ 
'  from  it,  for  the  same  reason.  Those  of  rorfeit- 
'  ure,  because  it  cannot  commit  a  crime.  Those 
'  of  distribation,  hecausr.  thonrb  it  may  be  dis- 
'  solved,  it  cannot  die."  Sir,  I  beg  leave  to  add  a 
few  ezplanations.  By  the  laws  of  most,  perhaps 
of  all  the  Slates,  aliens  are  oot  permitted  to  hold 
real  estate;  but  in  all  they  are  free  to  hold  per> 
son.il  properly  of  every  kind,  anti  pariieularif 
bank  stock.  The  law  of  escheat  relates  to  the 
property  of  a  citizen  who  dies  without  heirsi  near 
or  remote,  and  wiUiou  t  a  will.  Id  such  case  his 
property  falls  to  ibe  State.  But  iosiancea  of  es- 
cheat do  oot  occur  perhaps  twice  in  a  century  in 
any  State,  and,  consequently,  is  of  trifling  mo- 
ment.  Although  a  corporation  cannot  commit  a 
crime,  it  may  violate  the  rules  prescribed  in  the 
law  for  its  establishment,  and  tnus  ineor  an  im- 
mediate forfeitare  of  its  charter.  Or,  if  for  such 
a  violation  of  its  fundamental  law,  or  any  mis- 
inaoaigement  of  the  institution  to  the  public  in- 

S[ry,its  charier  be  not  forthwith  taken  away,  the 
late  may  refuse  to  renew  it.  As  to  the  law  of 
diitribntioD,  that  operates  when  a  person  dies  in- 
testate. Bat  though  a  corporation  cannot  die. 
yet  the  individuals  to  whom  its  properly  belouj 


will  die;  and  their  bank  properly,  equally  wiU: 
their  other  property,  becomes  liable  to  the  law  01 
distribution. 


One  genilenan  ha*  Imagined,  that  if  Congress 
have  and  ezercise  the  power  of  erecting  corpora- 
lions,  it  will  operate  as  a  monopoly ;  and  may,  in 
the  end,  destroy  alt  the  powers  belonging  to  the 
individaal  States.  But  there  is  here  do  ground 
for  alarm.  The  act  of  Congress  which  eniab- 
lished  the  Bank  of  tbe  Uniied^States,  did  oot  and 
could  not  aflect  the  rights  ef  the  States  to  erect 
bank*.  Aecordingly  we  have  seen,  after  tbe 
Bank  of  the  United  Stales  bad  been  erected,  and 
ibe  profitable  operations  of  banks  to  their  pro- 
prietors were  kDOwa,  that  State  banks  sprang  dp 
in  abuodauee. 

It  has  been  said,  by  more  tban  one  gentleman, 
that  the  greater  portion  (as  far  at  least  as  seveo- 
tenths  of  the  whole)  of  the  stock  of  the  United 
Btatn'  Bank  being  owned  by  foreigners,  wad 


these  chiefly  Englishmen,  there  is  danger  of  a 
foreign  influetice  in  the  couniry.  and  that  such  an 
influence  his  been  manifest.  This,  sir,  appears 
to  be  an  extraordinary  remark.  In  what  has  this 
influence  been  manifested?  Has  the  Qovera- 
ment,  hare  individuals^  been  in  any  d^ree  re- 
strained in  the  ezpretsion  of  their  resentments 
against  Qreat  Britain — or  in  adopting  any  lOea- 
silre  deemed  advisable  towards  that  country? 

One  of  the  injurioas  consequences  of  destroy- 
ing  theBank  of  the  United  States  has  been  stated 
tolw,  the  withdrawing  of  seven  millions  of  dol- 
lars from  the  active  capital  of  the  United  States, 
and  transmitting  it  to  Europe,  where  that  portion 
of  ibe  bank  stock  is  owned.  To  this  it  has  been 
answered,  by  iheopposers  of  the  bank,  that  these 
millions  will  not  be  withdrawn,  but  tranvferred 
from  ihe  United  Slates'  Bank  to  banks  of  the  sev- 
eral States.  Tfow  then,  sir,  shall  we  get  rid  of 
that  daag^rouB  inflnence  of  foreign  ctockboldera' 
which  the  same  geoilemeo  urge  as  a  reason  for 
not  reoewtng  thecharter  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States?  Sir,  it  is  well  known  that  money  in 
Europe  is  less  valaable  than  in  the  United  States. 
That  moneyed  men  there  are  glad  to  loan  their 
money  at  an  interest  of  five  per  cent,  or  less, 
while  in  these  States  tbe  legal  interest  is  siz  per 
cent.    And  a  miriiitude  of  our  citizens  find  thei 


course  of  trade,  they  gain  ten,  fineen,  or  twenty 
percent.;  that  foreign  capital,  in  the  hands  of 
our  merchants,  has  resembled  the  five  and  the  ten 
talenta,  wherewith  they  hare  gained  other  flve 
and  other  ten  talents. 

Tbe  distresses  which  will  fellow  the  dissolution 
of  the  Bank  of  Ihe  United  Slates  especially  in 
the  great  commercial  cities,  have  been  forcibly 
described  in  ihe  plain  testimonies  of  the  com- 
mittee of  mechanics  and  manufacturers  from 
Philadelphia — a  committee  selected  wholly  from 
tbe  democratic  party ;  distresses  which  were  saffi- 
cieot  to  niove  a  heart  of  stone.  And  why  should 
this  bank  be  dissolved  7  li  has  been  said  that  the 
State  banks  are  competent  to  all  the  necessary 
operations  of  the  general  bank.  If  the  contrary 
had  not  been  shown.  It  might  be  answered,  that 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  incorporated 
when  there  were  only  three  banks  in  Ihe  United 
States:  one  in  Philadelphia,  one  in  New  York, 
and  one  in  Boston.  These  were  inadequate  to 
tbe  necessities  and  accummodaiLon  of  the  Qen- 
eral  Government  and  of  ihe  citizens.  To  supply 
this  deficiency,  it  was  necessary  to  erect  tbe  Na- 
tional Bank;  and  tbe  dignity,  honor,  good  faith, 
and  credit  of  the  United%tates  stand  pledged  for 
tbe  renewal  of  its  charter.  The  institution  having 
been  well  conducted,  and  found  in  the  highest 
degree  useful  and  beneficial  to  Qoveroment  and 
to  the  citizens  at  large,  it  ought  to  be  continued. 
Individual  citizens  and  foreigners  became  stock- 
holders on  a  well  grounded  especiaiion  of  th* 
aiability  of  tbe  Government.  It  was  in  this  just 
ezpectation  that  foreigners,  Englishmen,  pur- 
chased of  otir  Govctnment,  itself.  Its  remaining 
■hares  of  the  public  stock  in  the  Bank  of  the 
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Uniied  Slate*,  lad  at  an  ad  ranee  of  fany-fiTe  per 
cent. ;  so  tbaij  for  everj  hundred  dollan  laid  oui 
bv  th«  GoTeromeDt  id  the  purchaie  of  bank 
sbares,  the  United  Siaicc  rcceired  or  ibeH  for- 
eigners one  buadred  and  foriy-fire  dollars.  Aad 
how  wns  it  possible  for  ibe»e  fereigaers  to  coii- 
CEiTe  the  QoverDment  capable  of  deMrovidK  tbe 
work  of  ils  owq  hBDds,Biid  of  reducing  tneir  pro- 

Krtf  to  one  haadred  dollats  ■  share,  for.  whieb, 
[  eight  years  before  ibey  bad  paid  the  same 
GoTcrnueat  one  hnodrcd  and  forty-five  dollar*} 

Id  lirailiof  the  duraiioD  of  the  charters  of 
banks  to  iwentv  yean,  do  wiae  OorerBmeat  ever 
cooiemplated  their  destruction  ai  the  end  of  that 
term.  Known  (o  be  useful  institulipaa.  tbe  pro- 
[trieiors  bare  well  founded  claims  to  U>eir  coii- 
tinnance.  which  tbi  public  good  also  requim. 
But,  in  the  course  of  iwetily  years,  some  ioeon- 
TCDieDces  may  be  ezperieoced  which  osgbt  to  be 
remedied,  aad  soma  improremeau  discovered 
which  otight  to  be  adopted.  Beaidee,  being  jtro- 
fiiable  1«  the  projwieiors,  ibey  can  well  afford, 
once  la  twenty  years,  lo  give  to  the  OoTernment 
conaiderable  sums  of  mooey  ia  aekntwledgtnent 
for  the  beaefiu  detiTed  fmin  tb«acts  of  ioeorpo- 
latjon. 

Bat,  sir,  in  respect  to  the  English  stockbolden 
ia  the  Bank  of  tbe  United  Siaiei,  (and  tbe  foreigo 
alockboiders  are  chiefly  Englishmen,)  we  are 
under  s;>ccia)  obltnaiioDs  by  the  treaty  with  Great 
Britain  in  17M,  The  tenth  article  being,  perma- 
nent, is  siill  io  force,  and  ia  these  wordii; 

"  Neither  the  debt*  due  from  tndi*idaala  of  tbe  one 
natioa  v>  indindQak  of  the  otber,  nor  ihane,  nor 
moneys  which  Itaey  may  have  in  tbe  pufalio  fnndi,  or 
in  the  public  or  piivste  banks,  shall  vitt,  in  uay  erent 
of  war  or  national  diSerenoes,  be  aequMlerad  or  eon&i- 
cated ;  it  betns  anjnst  ind  iinp<^itic  that  d^iti  and 
f ntagementi,  contracted  and  mode  by  individnals  ba*' 
itig  confidence  in  each  other,  and  in  their  reuiectjre 
ir  Iw  dcftroyed  or  impaired  by 


GoTeinmenlt,  should  e' 


I  account  of  nattorwl 


national  anlhoriW  i 
and  discontents.'' 

Sir,  this  is  tbe  »ery  lime  when  the  eqttitable 
obligation  of  this  treaty  {and  as  a  mailer  entitled 
to  coDsideralion  in  equity  I  Jntrodace  ii)  applies 
with  force.  We  now  have  national  diSerenoes 
with  Great  Britain,  and  a  stock  of  discuntents 
sufficiently  sirona  and  extensire.  By  "  deslroy- 
ing"  the  Beak  of  the  United  Stales,  (and  to  re- 
fuse to  renew  ils  charter  is  lo  destroy  it,)  we 
esaeniially  "impair"  the  "  engagemenls,"  not  of 
indiTiduals  only  of  the  one  nation  with  individ- 
nals  of  the  other,  but  the  "engagei 
i^veromenl  itself  with  some  of  those  indifiduals. 
When  the  Barings  purchased  of  our  GoTernment 
two  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty  shares  of 
Block  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  for  whicH 
tbey  paid  one  million  two  hundred  and  eighty- 
aeTca  [hoosand  and  six  hundred  dollars,  would 
they  bare  made  tbe  purchase  if  tbe  Gofernmeot 
bad  intimated  its  iutentioD  to  destroy  the  bank 
in  eight  yearsi  No,  sir.  By  the  dissolution  of 
the  banki-lbe  stoek  so  purchased  being  reduced 
from  one  hundred  and  forty-five  to  one  hundred 
dolUt*  in  value  for  each  share,  a  difference  is 


made  (o  tbe  Batii^s  of  three  hundred  and  ninety- 
nine  thousand  and  six  hundred  dollars,  which 
they  lose. 

Sir,  I  have  no  personal  interest  in  tbe  Bank  of 
the  Uniied  States.  1  am  no  stockholder ;  I  have 
not  tbe  means  of  being  one.  Nor  is  the  branch 
at  Boston  of  equal  import  to  the  citizens  of  Has- 
sachuseiiii,  with  the  bank  itself  and  its  branches 
lo  the  inhabitant*  and  commercial  cities  of  otber 
Slates ;  altbough  the  wiibdrawiug  of  seven  oi 
eight  hundred  thousand  dollars  from  the  banking 
capital  of  Boston  woald  undoubtedly  prodaee 
some  aeriovB  ineonvenieaees.  Bui,  «ir,  I  eonsidet 
tbe  Bank  of  tbe  United  States,  with  its  branches, 
of  immense  imporlauee  to  tbe  cilixeos  of  tbe 
Uniied  Stales,  and  a  necessary  instrument  in  the 
hands  of  the  Government,  in  ihe  management  of 
our  great  natioBal  concerns.  I  shall,  therefore, 
give  my  role  for  the  renewal  of  its  charter. 

Mr.  BssKT. — Hr.  President,  barini  been  nre- 
rented  from  finishing  the  irmarks  which  I  nad 
intended  to  make  on  the  snbjeet  under  disenssion 
whea  I  last  had  the  honor  to  address  this  body, 
from  tbe  laie  hour  of  the  day  to  which  i(  was  de- 
tained, I  will  avail  myself  of  this  oppoiiDnily  to 
make  a  few'  desultory  obeervaiions,  which  the 
want  of  [ime  prevented  me  from  heretofore  sub- 
miitiac  to  your  consideration.  I  formerly  re- 
marked, that  many  gentlemen  had  avowed  that 
(he  prineipal  cauie  that  iodueed  them  (o  vote 
against  this  bill  was  the  larare  portion  of  the  stock 
of  tbe  Bank  of  the  United  Stales  which  wa*  held 
by  foreigners,  which  caused  a  foreign  influence 
to  exist  m  this  country,  which  was  incompatible 
with  its  safety ;  and  that,  after  the  termination  of 
this  bank,  ibey  were  willing  to  join  in  tbe  crea- 
tion of  another  in  which  our  own  citizeDs  only 
would  be  interested.  I  insisted,  that  if  it  was  de- 
sirable to  get  rid  of  foreign  stookholders,  (which 
1  did  not  believe.)  this  eoald  not  be  efiected  by 
the  destruction  of  that  bank,  for  the  reasons  I 
then  had  the  honor  to  suggest.  I  wilt  here  add 
one  or  more  additional  reasons  whv  I  entertain 
Ihis  opinion.  If  foreigners  can  employ  their  cap- 
ital here  to  greater  advantage  than  in  iheir  own 
eoiwtry,'ii  will  be  impossible  to  prevent  them 
from  Bubaeribiog  to  the  shares  of  the  new  bank 
yon  create.  If  you  propose  to  do  so  by  prohibit- 
ing them  from  being  slockholdera,  the  law  wilt 
be  avoided  by  the  suSseription  being  made  in  the 
name  of  our  own  citiMos,  who  will  hold  it  for 
foreigners  ]  or,  even  if  the  sbares  should  be  wholly 
taken  by  onr  own  eitiiens.  Ihey  will  afterwards 
sell  to  loreigners;  so  that  lile  same  foreign  influ- 
ence exists,  (if  such  is  the  effect  of  stock  being 
held  by  foreigners.)  Nor.  sir,  is  this  aj^Kehended 
foreign  iofiuenee  in  any  iHgreediminishtd,if  this 
bank  is  destroyed  and  a  new  bank  should  not  be 
created.  In  such  a  state  of  things,  those  for- 
eigners who,  if  there  existed  a  Bank  of  the  Uniied 
States,  would  bare  iprested  ibeit  money  ia  ia 
stock,  now  iovesi  the  same  quantity  of  money  in 
ihe  Slate  banks.  Of  course  the  same  extent  of 
foreign  influence  (as  far  as  foreigners  holding  our 
stock  produces  this  result)  in  either  state  of  things 
exists.     This  reaeoBwg,  Mr.  Ftesideat,   ia  a3< 
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dreued  to  lbo*e  ODlf  wbo  «te  H  t«tt  apiireheo- 
■ive  of  the  daogerous  iDflaence  which'  ihe  in* esi- 
ment  of  foreiga  Cftpiial  here  ptodaces.  For  mf- 
seif,  I  eDteiUia  do  auch  feare ;  aitd  for  ihe  reasons 
I  have  heretofore  bad  the  honor  of  atating,  do 
rer;  moch  question  whether  it  U  aot  moat  ad- 
vaotageous  thikt  foreigners  shouU  hold  ezteo' 
■ivety  the  stock  of  our  banki. 

Some  gentlemen  pre  anziiHis  for  ihe  diasolution 
of  the  bank,  beoause  ihef  are  of  ofioton  that 
.banks  of  every  kind  and  nader  every  modification 
are  injurioos.  Perhajpa  Iher  may  be  so.  Bat 
does  the  daatruction  oi  this  baak  retnore  at  di- 
miniib  the  evil  society  is  to  suffer  from  the  exist- 
ence of  banks  1  If  this  bank  ia  dissolrad,  tbe 
6m  te  banks  wilt  exist,  and  new  ones  be  created  to 
fill  up  the  vacaum  of  bank  circulating  paper 
irhicn  is  produced  by  ibedissolntionof  thU  nauk. 
If  Ihe  community  is  to  be  opprened  with  such 
Institutions  as  banks  to  the  same  extent,  whether 
or  not  there  exists  a  National  Dank,  is  it  not  bettA 
to  have  a  NBtional  Bank  than  to  put  the  Qovern- 
ment  to  the  necessity  of  carrying  on  Its  fiaoal 
arrangements  by  tbe  co-operation  of  Slate  banks, 
wbicE  are  in  no  respect  under  iu  control  % 

Among  other  reasons  urged  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Marjrland  why  there  wonld  be 
ao  I'ii  eon  lenience  attending  (he  dissolution  of  tbe 
Bank  of  tbe  United  Stales,  indeed  why  there 
would  almost  be  an  advantage  from  such  a  mea- 
sure— be  insists  there  is  at  tnis  time  about  Q20,' 
000,000  doe  our  mercbanU  from  those  of  England, 
and  such  was  the  deranged  state  of  the  commer- 
cial resources  is  that  country,  that  oar  merchants 
could  not  now  obtain  payment  of  their  British 
debts,  bnt  that  on  the  dissolution  of  the  Bank  <>r 
the  United  Slates  this  seven  millions  of  stock 
which  was  held  by  foreigners  would  be  applied 
in  part  payment  to  our  merefaania  of  the  debt  due 
to  them  from  the  British — so  that  thii  money 
would  not  go  out  of  the  country,  but  would  be 
immediately' paid  to  our  merchant*  and  go  to  that 
extent  to  the  loereaae  of  their  reaoDToes. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  it  appaars  to  me,  notwitlt- 
atasdiog  the  high  respect  I  entertain  for  the  hon- 
orablegeatlemao'smeTeaatile  and  political  knowl- 
edge }  that  in. this  instance  bis  opinion  is  not  ae- 
curate.    Either  the  British  merchants  tbat  are 
indebted  to  ours  are  solvent  or  otherwise.    If  the 
first,  they  can  pay  our  roercbanta  the  8'J0.000,000 
they  owe  them  in  the  present  state  of  things ;  if 
they  are  nut  solvent,  is  it  lo  b«  believed  thai  the 
■tocbbolderi,  after  receiving  money  front  tbe  bank 
totheamooDtoftbeirstDck,  will,  with  this  money, 
purchase  bills  whicb  wilt  be  protested  for  non- 
^ymentJ    For  such  must  be  the  result  if  the 
Btitisb  merchant  is  not  at  present  able  to  pay  '' '" 
debts  to  oar  merchant.    To  me  it  seema  n 
probable  that  on  tbe  dissoloiion  of  the  bank 
of  two  events  will  take  place.    Either  tbe  seven 
millions,  tbe  araoant  of  foreign  stock,  will  be  in- 
Tetted  io  our  Slate  banks,  or  it  will  \>k  remitted 
to  Europe  in  actual  specie.    If  it  should  be  ' 
vested  in  otir  State  btrnksj  the  same  extept 
foreign  influeitee  remain*  m  our  country  wb. 
we  are  so  auxious  to  get  rid  of— and  so  far  m 


s  to  tbi*  difficulty,  the  dissolation  of  the  prea- 
bank  has  no  operation.  If  these  seven  mil- 
s  are  not  inveited  in  Stale  bank  stock,  and 
good  bills  cannot  be  obtained  to  transmit  it,  as  is 
elearly  dedueible  from  the  statement  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland,  then  it  must  go  in  actual 
specie.  An  hoaorable  geatlemao  from  Mssaa- 
t^usetts,  of  great  and  unquesiionaUe  mercantile 
information,  has  supposed  there  is  not  in  tbe 
United  States  more  ihan  ten  million  of  dollan 
in  specie.  If  by  the  diisolotioti  o(  the  bank  seves 
of  these  ten  millions  are  to  be  exerted  from  oat 
country,  will  it  not  be  allended  with  serious  coB- 
seqnenoes,  more  aspecially  since  it  ha*  already 
been  discovered  that  the  quantity  of  the  preciona 
metals  in  the  United  Slates  haa  for  some  yean 

Est  been  diffiinishiog  to  such  an  extent  that  it 
s  been  ibougbl  by  several  important  tbat  Con- 
gress abould  take  some  steps  to  guard  against  tbe 
coBilnuaaceof  ihiaevill  A notber  reason  which 
might  induce  the  holders  of  this  stoek,  when  tbe 
amount  is  paid  off  to  transport  the  specie  instead 
of  parehoamg  bills,  is  tbe  great  and  incratsing 
difference  in  value  between  tbe  actnal  value  of 
the  same  nominal  amount  of  paper  and  specie  in 
England,  la  the  remarks  whteh  I  heretofore  had 
the  honor  to  submit  to  the  Senate,  I  suggested 
that  it  was  more  than  probable  thai  the  dissoln- 
ion  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  might  se- 
iously  affect  our  revenue.  In  addition  to  the 
reasons  then  insisted  on  a*  leading  to  this  con- 
on,  permit  me,  Mr.  President,  to  remark, 
tbat  if  at  the  same  moment  ;dq  diminish  the 
lulaiing  medium  of  the  nation  (which  to  a 
lain  eilent  is  effected  by  destroying  tbe  Bank 
of  the  United  Slates)  and  call  upon  yonr  mei^ 
chants  immediately  lo  pay  fourteen  mUliona  of 
dollars,  the  atnouot  of  (he  debt  ibey  owe  the  banks, 
and  at  the  same  time  tg  pay  twelve  millions  to 
tbe  Government,  which  is  the  amount  of  the 
bonded  nvenue,  at  a  period  when  onr  commerce 
Ma  struggiiog  for  many  years  with  tbe  ae- 
ulated  dimculliea  prodnoed  by  spoliations, 
by  embamo  and  Qoo-iniercoorse' laws— I  say, 
Mr.  President,  under  suah  oircumitences,  i*  it  DR- 
reoaonatde  to  entertain  some  apprehension  that 
our  merchants,  finding  themselves  unable  to  sur- 
mount all  the  difficiilties  with  whieh  they  ate 
surrounded,  will  in  their  choiceof  dtffieolties  pur- 
sue the  common  dictaiea  of  prudence,  and  cboosK 
ibeleasf?  Is  it  not  probable  that  they  will  in 
tbe  first  iiTstanee  lake  every  step  loseenre  their 
bank  endorsers  by  seittiog  their  debts  with  the 
hank  and  leave  the  Qoverntnent  to  bring  suit  on 
their  revenue  bonds?  fiuch  an  event  is  the  more 
to  be  deprecated,  as  this  is,  of  all  others,  a  period 
when  we  should  be  cauiioos  aboui  sdopiiog  any 
measure  which  would  diminish  the  receipts  m 
our  treasury,  already  much  curtailed  by  onr  late 
embargo,  and  whieh  will  be  considerably  affected 
by  our  non-importation  law. 

Tbe  remark  1  made  some  days  past,  in  rriaiion 
to  a  supposed  inoapaciiy  sf  the  Bank  of  Virgiait 
to  the  wants  of  the  country,  was,  that  it  had  been 
suggested  to  me  that'll  had  [mduced  ia 'Rich- 
mond a  gceat  deal  of  toory,  dr,  a*  it  is  cMtnoalf 
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ulkd,  moDey-shaTJu^.  la  makiDg  ihii  obterra- 
tioD,  Mr.  PruideDC,  it  wu  doi  my  inteatiOD  to 
reflect  ia  tbe  mcMt  diiiant  manaer  od  ihe  preii- 
dcDtoianf  of  the  director!  of  that  bank.  I  k.aow 
not  tbe  name  of  anjr  oue  genileniRP  in  the  direc- 
tioD.  For  all  that  I  kaow,  or  bare'  heard,  the 
a^ta  of  that  bank  are  e«  ably  and  as  honorably 
conducted  as  ihuie  of  any  baok  in  the  United 
Stale*  or  elaewhere.  The  fact  which  I  stated 
wai  one  4rbich  1  aappose  to  be  an  unavoidable 
M»ult  when  yon  go  into  the  banking  lysiem  and 
do  not  create  a  banking  capital  adequate  to  the 
wants  of  loeiety.  If  you  eslablish  a  bank  with 
ah  inadeiinBte  otpital,  fBToriies  go  imo  the  bink, 
get  the  money  out  olii,  and  apply  it  to  usurious 
pnrposet ;  it  ia  no  reflection  on  a  bank  to  say  that 
It  has  its  favorites.  When  more  applications  are 
made  or  more  good  paper  offered  than  can  be 
accommodated,  a  selection  must  be  made,  and 
■ome  applicants  remain  uoaccomroodated,  who 
Kill  be  compelled  to  gire  nsurioas  interest  to 
those  who  have  been  accommodated  for  the  very 
money  which  this  accommodation  bas  supplied 
Ihem  wjlh.  My  honorable  colleague  is  of  opin- 
ion that  the  Bank  of  Richmond  has  a  capital  of 
■uffieieot  extent,  and  that  all  who  deserve  accoia- 
modations  there  can  olitain  them.  I  can  only 
Bay  that  I  have  repeatedly  heard  a  very  different 
•talement  in  Riehmoad  and  elaewhere.  Another 
fact.  too.  I  beg  leave  to  mention.  I  am  well  ac- 
quBinieti  with  a  very  intelligent  officer  of  the 
branch  bank  at  Petersburg,  who  ha«  informed  me 
that  almost  always  more  good  paper  is  oSered 
to  the  board  of  directors  than  could  be  accom- 
modated, from  the  limited  extent  of  their  banking 
capital;   and  It  would   seem  an  extraordinary 

Kbenomenon,  that  when  Richmond  and  Peters- 
urg  are  .only  twenty-five  miles  distant  there 
ihontd  be  a  redundancy  of  banking  capital  at  the 
fortoer  and  sncb  a  deficiency  at  the  latter. 

I  now,  Mr.  President,  approach  Che  discnasion 
of  a  questioa  which  excites  with  me  more  sensi- 
bility ihan  Is  produced  by  any  eonsideratioa  coD' 
aected  with  ibe  subject  novv  deliberated  on.  It 
ia  principally  with  a  view  to  investinte  this  del- 
icate and  interesting  question  that  1  have  been 
ittduced  at  the  present  hour  to  solicit  the  ntten- 
'  tiou  of  this  honorable  body.  We  are  told  that 
thU  question  concerning  the  recbaneriog  of  tbe 
Bank  of  the  United  States  is  a  party  question, 
and  from  the  vociferous  and  earnest  reiteration 
of  this  assertion,  it  is  evident  that  this  invidious 
inference  i^  intended  lo  be  derived  from  it — to 
wit:  that  attbe  first  establishment  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  It  was  contested  on  Consti- 
lational  grounds,  and  that  Its  favorers  or  its  op- 
poser*  marked  the  Federal  or  Republican  charac- 
ter, and  designated  the  individual*  who  formed 
the  body  of  tbesc  two  great  poliikat  sects;  that 
Ibe  same  characteristic  adheres  lo  the  bill  now 
before  us,  and  that  such  of  those  who  have  here- 
tofore been  considered  as  appertaining  to  the  Re- 
pubtican  party  as  give  tbeir  sanction  to  this  bill 
must  hereafter  be  considered  as  apostatiziog  from 
that  political  sect  with  which  thfy  have  hereto- 
B»n  ben  arranged.    I  will  first  inqtiire  into  the 


justice  of  this  aatertion  as  it  relates  to  the  matter 
of  fact,  at  the  Grit  establishment  of  the  Bank  of 
tbe  United  States ;  aad  next,  as  to  the  honorable 
and  generoa*  inference  which  these  magoani- 
mous  asserters  attempt  to  derive  from  it. 

!Mr.  3.  Smith  wholly  denied  that  he  bad  ever 
led  tbis  a  party  question  or  viewed  it  in  thii 
light] 

Mr.  Bbebt  said  that  he  had  never  beard  the 
honorable  gentleman  make  such  an  assertion,  but 
he  had  been  informed  it  was  attributed  to  him. 
Tbe  honorable  gentleman's  declaration  is,  bow* 
ever,  perfectly  satisfactory  to  me ;  I  am  satisfied 
that  he  is  incapable  of  making  so  invidjons  and 
unfounded  an  accusBtion;  lam  too  well  acquaint* 
ed. with,  that  honorable  gentleman's  good  sense 
and  liberBliiy.  He  will  therefore  be  so  good  as 
not  la  consider  any  remarks  1  shall  make  on  the 
particular  question  that  I  am  now  investigating 
asappIyingiobim,but  to  others  whoact  with  biro 
M  to  the  general  and  ultimate  fate  of  the  bill  un- 
der consideration.  That  among  the  great  mass  of 
people  in  some  sections  of  tbe  Union;  particularly 
the -State  I  represent,  this  measure  establishing 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales  was  taken  up  as 
a  parly  question,  may  be  admitted;  but  that  it 
was  viewed  in  this  light  in  either  Honse  of  that 
Congress  which  passed  tbe  law;  that  the  vote* 
which  were  given  either  affirmatively  or  other- 
wise were  the  test  to  ascertain  who  was  of  the 
Republican  and  who  of  the  Federal  party,  is  an 
aatertion  destitute  of  alt  foundation ;  tot  whoever 
willfzamiae  ibe  yeas  and  najraofboth  Housea 
of  Congress  will  find  some  ol  our  most  distin- 
guished Republican  patriots  voting  for  the  bill, 
while  others  equally  eminent  and  zealous  in  the 
Federal  ranks  will  he  found  in  hostility  lo  iL 
Sir,  tbe  Journals  of  Congress,  testimony  derived 
from  solemn  and  unquestionable  records,  ■  spe- 
cies of  evidence  whieii  the  laws  of  our  country 
and  the  practice  of  our  courts  in  the  gradatioo 
of  the  different  species  of  testimony  places  in  th« 
highest  station  and  considers  as  of  ihe  most  im- 
posing authority,  demoaitrate  that  the  assertion 
that  the  question  concerning  the  establishment 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  in  the  first  in- 
stance was  entirely  a  parly  queitlion,  is  destitute 
of  sU  foundation  ;  that  an  assertion  so  susceptible 
of  refutation  by  testimony  so  irresistible  should 
have  been  made,  is  evidence  to  me  of  the  unjue- 
tifiable  length  to  which  some  gentlemen  will  per- 
mit their  zeal  to  transport  tbem.  Nay,  Mr.  Pre- 
sident, let  me  call  your  attention  to  Ihe  only 
member,  as  1  believe,  of  this  honorable  body  who 
was  a  member  of  Congress  when  the  law  eaiab- 
lisbinga  Bankof  the  United  Sutes  took  place, 
(I  mean  the  honorable  Mr.  Oilmjln.)  This  gen- 
tleman is  known  to  be  a  Republican;  yet  the 
journals  will  assure  us  that  he  voted  for  the  bill 
establishing  the  bank. 

If  the  opinion  of  tbe  constitutionality  or  others 
wise  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  is  the  cti- 
lerion  by  which  the  estimate  is  lo  be  made  of  the 
poll  ileal  sect  to  which  eaeh  individnal  bclooga, 
what  shall  we  ny  of  Mr.  Jefferson  and  the  ma- 
jorities of  the  two  HouBea  of  Congress  iariag  hia 
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AdminiilnlioD.  who  bj  rrprated  acts  recognited 
the  legalilf  snd  evnsiiiniioiialiiy  of  ihis  iaMitn- 
lioa  1  Shall  we  say  that  be  and  they  have  apoa- 
laiizei)  from  the  RepobKean  caate?  Dath«pre- 
■DmpmouiBDd  daring- aaacrlOfipreieod  to  impose 
■poD  09  a  belief  that,  duiiog  a  period  which  we 
bars  hitherto  mppo>ed  was  the  proudest  irioiDph 
orrepoblicaDisiD,  Ihoieorihe  domiaaat party  had 
apottaiized  from  the  Repabliean  cause?  Are 
we  to  believe  that,  dariag  the  AdmtDUtratioii  of 
Mr.  JeS^raoD,  the  great  apostle  of  repoblieaiiisai, 
one  with  whose  name  repabliean  iam  lia>  been  sop- 
Msed  to  be  ideniified — are  we  to  believe  that  he 
nas  ipoitaiiiedfrom  hispoliiical  party  1  Are  there 
aoy  to  presumptaODS  ai  to  imagine  tbev  can  Im- 

Cs  upon  (he  pnblic  roind  or  upon  this  honorable 
J  BO  nionstrons,  so  absurd  a  belief?  Can  you 
be  indaced  to  select  that  noment  which  has 
hitherto  been  imagined  moat  auapieioDi  to  Repab- 
liean principles  as  the  one  when  above  all  others 
there  was  a  total  aposlaey  from  them?  No,  sir, 
every  effort  is  vain  which  is  made  to  impose  upon 
ns  ao  irrational  a  belief.  On  the  contrary  hand, 
we  will  account  for  the  eoodact  of  Mr.  Jefferson 
and  the  Republican  tnajoriiies  in  Cdnf;re«s  dnring 
his  Administ^tioD,  Wben  they  sanctioned  by  re- 
pealed laws  the  conititutionality  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  by  tbe  considerations  1  proceed 
to  pQumerate.  Whatever  might  have  tieen  the 
atelracl  opinion  of  Mr.  Jefferson  respecting  the 
eonsiiiutionality  of  the  bank  on  iu  first  initiia- 
tion,  it  is  now  immaterial  to  inquire.  He  saw, 
when  he  came  into  the  Presidency,  that  this  was 
Id  its  origin  not  a  party  qnestioo;  bat  rhat  the 
Journals  of  Congress  wou^d  erinee  that  on  tbe 
vote  which  first  gave  a  sanction  to  this  roeaaure 
all  parly  dtstinetioa  was  confounded  ;  that  it  was 
one  of  those  questions,  which,  when  first  agitated, 
was  calculated  to  produce  >  diversity  of  opinion 
among  men  of  the  purest  intentions  and  of  tbe 
most  laminouB  understandings;  that  it  was  one  of 
those  doubtful  questions  which,  when  once  set- 
tled br  precedent,  should  never  o^in  be  agitated ; 
that  this  measure  had  been  sanctioned,  alter  tbe 
Ibllest deliberation  had  been  bestowed  upon  it;  and 
thaiwehadsotiKorporatedthisbankestablishment 
with  our  fiscal  and  other  Governmental  arrauge- 
meuts,  thai  it  could  not  al  that  time  be  nut  down 
without  impairing  the  public  credit,  and  without 
being  like  (in  various  other  points  of  view)  to  be 
I^odDCtive  of  very  serious  and  QQraeroos  calami- 
ties to  the  community.  From  all  these  various 
eoniideratfoDs,  Mr.  Jefferson,  when  he  came  into 
the  Administration,  as  also  the  majority  of  Con" 
greas  daring  that  period  considered  tbe  qaestioa 
retpeeiing  tbe  Bank  of  tbe  Untied  States  as  a 
settled  and  adjudicated  one,  which  was  now  to  be 
acquieiced  in,  and  pursued  a  srslcm  of  policy  in 
conformit;  with  this  sentiment.  On  any  other 
principle  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Jefferson  and  of  Con- 

E »s  would*  not  onlynot  be  justifiable,  but  would 
criminal  in  the  highest  sense.  If  (hey  had 
considered  this  a  party  qneslion,  a  oteasure  which 
the  Federal  party,  during  its  ascendency,  had  es- 
tablished, contra^ to  the  manifest  and  anquestion- 
aUe  principlee  ofihe  Gonstitatiou.  (as  some  gen- 
lltbCoK.SdSsiS— 11 


ilemen  now  eonteod,)  every  step  that  waa  taken 
to  aaoctioa  this  uDcoiutitutional  measure,  was 
inflicting  a  Dew  wound  on  the  CoesiilatioD,  and 
a  violation  of  the  sacred  oaths  they  had  taken  to 
support  it.  Toeay  that  it  was  done  for  the  sup- 
port of  public  faith,  because  the  law  incorpora- 
ting tbe  beak  had  made  a  oootraei  with  individ- 
uals, is  irrational  and  fallacious,  because  no  nn- 
constitutional  law  can  pledge  the  faith  of  Gbv- 
emment.  An  nneonatiiotional  law  ineorporating 
a  body  of  men  can  give  them  no  legal  eiistence 
which  can  be  binding  on  a  subsequent  legislature. 
It  is,aiwas  well  observed  by  my  colleague,  loenter 
into  a  contract  with  an  idiot  or  married  womao. 
Tbe  eoDtraet  is  iptajaeto  void.  If  an  uneonsti- 
lulional  law  cannot  pledge  the  fhitb  of  Qovern* 
ment,  or  a  sUbseqoent  lesislature;  nay  loore,  if 
it  ia  incumbent  on  a  subseqaent  legislature  to  r»- 
peat'such  unconitiiutional  law  ;  then  the  law  es^ 
tabtishiog  the  Bank  of  tbe  United  States,  if  it  ia 
of  this  description,  (that  is,  evidently  aaconstitu- 
tiODal,)  imposed  no  other  obli^tion  on  Mr.  Jeffer- 
■OB  and  hiii  Republican  majority  than  immediately 
to  repeal  it,  and  to  restore  to  its  original  purity 
that  Oootiitotion  they  bad  sworn  to  support ;  but 
when  the  very  opposite  conduct  is  pursued,  we 
most  presume  it  was  done  from  an  idea  thai  the 
couBliiutrDDaliiy  ofthebank  in  iia  origin  was  one 
of  those  questionable  principles  which  mi^ht 
create  donbt  between  individuals  of  all  parties, 
and  on  wbieh  men  of  the  best  nndersianding 
might  pause  and  hesitate ;  but  beinf  once  deler- 
tnioed  on,  was  to  be  eonsidered  as  an  adjudicated 
case,  which  the  repoae  of  society  made  it  proper 
should  oev^r  arain  be  drawn  iaio  discussion. 
This,  sir,  I  think,  is  a  justifiable  inference.  Are 
we  not  then  warranted  in  saying,  that  iheassep- 
lion  that  this  is  a  party  question,  with  all  the 
bearings  it  is  intended  id  have,  is  destitute  of  all 
fonndaiion  ?  That  the  law  cODcerniog  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  was  not  in  its  origin  a  party 
question,  ia  deoionstrated  by  the  Journals  of  Con- 
gress. Whenever  this  measure  was  agitated  dur- 
iDg  the  Admioistraiion  of  Mr.  JefferM>n,  it  was 
not  taken  up  as  a  party  queatiM,  because  all  par- 
ties gave  it  their  concurreni  support.  It  remains 
to  be  inquired  whether  on  the  present  oceasioa 
the  bill  under  your  consideration  is  to  be  viewed 
*»  a  party  question.  In  order  to  ascertain  the' 
cfaaraetat  ofaquesiioo,  that  is,  whether  it  is  a 
parly  One  or  not,  it  is  fi™t  neeessary  to  ascertaia 
who  atv  the  different  individuals  that  constitute 
the  different  parties,  and  how  these  individuals 
stand  in  relation  to  the  question  to  be  decidad  on. 
If  all  or  almost  all  of  each  political  sect  are  ar- 
ranged, one  for,  (be  other  against  the  measure, 
then  it  may  be  deemed  a  party  question;  but  if 
a  very  lar^e  portion  of  one  of  your  political  par- 
ties, carrying  with  it  some  of  your  most  distiu- 
guished  members,  is  fonnd  oj^osed  to  another 
portion  of  Its  own  parly,  you  can  no  longer  call 
this  a  party  question. 

Eacb  portion  of  this  divided  party  may  claim 
its  exclusive  ideotificaiioo  with  the  party  itself, 
and  upbraid  the  other  with  the  epithet  of  apas- 
Mie;  but  their  preiensious  will  not  be  admitted 
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tioii  of  Ibis  dirided  parir.  When  I  view  the 
JoiuDsb  of  tha  Ho  use  of  RepreBcutaiireB,  and 
cast  my  eyes  ov«r  ibayeat  and  aapoo  tbii  qu«i- 
tioD,  as  deeldeil  ibere  some  day*  past,  and  find 
•ome  of  the  moat  zealoai  aud  diklinguiihed  &e- 
pDblicaDi  io  the  affirmaiiva ;  when  I  reflect  on 
tbe  number  and  sreat  irei^bt  of  chRracter  of  (he 
B<puhlicaa  mctnbers  of  ibis  hooorable  body  who 
ooDcar  with  me  in  opioion  that  it  is  proper  the 
f»-incDrporaiioD  of  ibe  baolc  ebonid  prevail,  1 
•ODiider  it  as  ih«  hei^t  of  arrc^nce,  and  the 
moat  bascleu  of  all  unfounded  ptetenaioni,  in 
thoM  of  the  Republiosn  party  wno  ara  appoted 
to  this  roeoEure,  lo  call  ihi«  a  partr  question,  lo 
identify  themselves  exclusively  wiiti  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  lo  insinuate  that  such  Rspubli- 
cant  a*  Toie  for  thii  bill  have  abandoned  their 
political  priociptea.  By  wbai  authority  can 
those  Republican  gentlemen,  who  oppose  this 
bill,  approprlBte  exclasively  to  tbemaelves  the 
ebauGter  of  Republicans ;  are  there  not,  amona* 
thoMof  the  Republican*  who  are  in  Tavor  of  this 
neasure.  men  of  as  great  weight  of  charactor  a* 
those  wto  are  opposed  to  them  ;  meo,  who  can 
offer  at  distingnished  and  a*  proud  and  elevated 
pretensions  for  the  zeal,  ibe  diligence,  the  fidel- 
ity, and  the  foriiinde  they  displayed  in  the  Re- 
puiilican  cause  during  the  period  of  its  adversity, 
as  any  ibis  country  ooatamal  Who,  *ir,in  the 
hour  of  difficulty,  at  that  period  which  tried  mea'a 
aouls,  when  republicanism  meaoi  more  than  a 
name,  and  its  advocate!  were  siigmaiiced  ss  fac- 
tious demagogues  and  upbraided  with  every 
odious  epithet — who,  sir,  at  this  inauspiciooi 
-Uoraant  occupied  a  more  eminent  and  disiin- 
guisbed  station  in  the  Republican  ranks  tliaa  the 
present  Secraiary  of  the  Treasury,  who  is  the 
first  lo  recommend  this  measure  1  And  is  Albert 
Gallatin,  one  of  ibose  who  pre-eminently  contrib- 
uted to  form  the  Atia^  on  whose  shoulders  the 
jaia  of  Republicanism  Ksied,  ni  the  moment 
vhen  it  was  surrounded  with  such  auraerous 
and  fetocioiu  aasailantt— is  be  not  a  Republican  1 
Nay,  Mr.  President,  are  there  none  in  this  body 
of  the  veteran  politicians  who  cooitibated  to 
form  lba(  Spartan  bud  who  so  nobly  defended 
the  Republican  cause,  when  it  exposed  its  adro- 
oaH*  to  every  species  of  obloquv  and  political 
|)ersecution — axe  there  none  of  tnat  deseripiion 
in  this  body  that  mean  to  vote  for  this  bill  1 
It  will,  with  justice,  not  be  denied.  Mr.  Prew- 
dent,  who  are  the  characters  who  have  proclaim- 
ed this  to  be  a  party  question  1  Does  my  col- 
league, who  was  interior  in  »al  and  efficiency 
to  no  one  in  the  Councils  of  our  country,  at  the 
crisis  I  hare  been  speskiog  of— does  he  call  this 
a  party  question?  Doe*  the  honorable  gealle- 
BUQ  from  Marylaod,  who  also  bore  his  stare  in 
the  honorable  conflict  for  Republican  ptineipLesi 
does  be  call  ibis  a.  parly  question  t  No,  sir,  they 
each  know  the  reverse, and  are  loa  honorable  and 

i'aa  to  moke  such  an  insinuation.  It  is  not,  sir, 
com  those  political  reteraos  whose  standing 
ought  justify  ibem  for  making  some  pretention, 


that  this  exclusive  claim  to  Repntilicanism  is  ■«• 
sisted  on,  both  nithin  and  without  our  doors.  It 
ia  made  by  charscters  that  at  the  period  of  Re- 
publican adversity  were  not  knowo  ia  the  Conn- 
eil"  of  our  nation,  or  were  perhaps  in  most  ia- 
stODoes  boys  at  school;  and  are  thew  unfiedged, 
fais-weather  politicians,  in  these  halcyon  days  of 
Republicanism,  lo  ailribube  to  Ibemselvet  the 
exclusive  monopoly  of  Republican  priQciples,aitd 
siigmatize  as  apostates  those  veteran  politiciaiM 
tu  whose  persecHlion*  atid  exertions  the  triumph 
and  preservation  of  Republican  principle*  caa 
alone  be  attributed  1    Tiiese,  sir,  are  tnodest  pre- 


they  come  and  the  characters  to  whom  tbeyare 
to  be  applied.  If  to  be  of  an  opinion  that  there 
is  a  Constitutional  power  in  the  Qenerol  Oovere- 
ment  to  establish  a  National  Bank,  is  an  apostacy 
from  the  Republican  cause,  Iben  Mr.  Jefferaoa 
and  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  duriug  bis  Ad- 
miBi*tralion,  who  considered  this  a  settled  and 
on  adjudicated  point,  end  io  repealed  iitstaiicci 
legislated  on  this  principle,  and  paEsed  laws  r» 
cognisins  the  coDstituiiona\iiy  of  such  an  ioui- 
lulion — tWn,  sir,  Mr.  Jefferson  and  the  majority 
of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  during  bis  Ad> 
ministration  have  apostatized,  as  also  Itas  Albert 
Qsllatin,  who,  reljring  on  tbe  score  of  precedcni, 
has  considered  this  as  an  adjudicated  question, 
and  in  his  report  recommended  its  adoption — he 
also  has  aposlalized  from  the  Republican  party, 
Mr.  President,  I  remember  to  nave  heard  an 
instance  meniiooed  when  a  gloomy  and  ferocious 
fanatic  was  pronouncing  eternal  damnation  oa 
all  who  died  without  the  pale  of  his  cburcb — that 
a  more  benevolent  and  liberal  person  who  beard 
bim,inprder  tu  obviate  sucb  monstrous  doctrine, 
enumerated  a  great  many  of  tbe  moat  amiable 
of  their  common  acquaintance  and  even  rela- 
tives whom  tbe  hand  of  death  bad  taken  from 
them,  that  were  not  of  tbe  same  religious  tenets 
with  this  fanatic,  and  interrogated  him  what  had 
become  of  each  of  these  amiable  and  dear  friends 
and  relations?  The  fanatic  replied,  they  were 
all  in  bell;  to  which  the  interrogator  rejoined 
that  he  also  would  go  to  hell,  for  he  was  sure  if 
the  iniormoiioa  he  had  just  received  was  true  he 
should  'find  better  company  there  than  in  any 
other  region  he  could  repair  to.  With  the  soma 
desire  lo  gel  io  good  company,  if  Mr.  Jefferson 
and  the  majorities  of  Congress,  during  bis  Admin- 
istration, aud  Albert  Gallatin,  have  apoaiaiized 
from  the  Republican  party,  I  also  am  content  to 
be  an  apostate.  I  am  sure  I  know  of  no  political 
sect  that  have  manifested  opinion*  so  congenial 
with  my  own  a*  they  have  aooe,  and  with  ibem 
I  wish  10  be  associated. 

Mr.  President,  I  beg  leave  to  remind  these  new- 
born, unknown,  self-created,  exclusive  Republi- 
CSDS,  who  hurl  apostacy  and  other  denunciation 
with  such  liberality  against  all  that  will  vote  for 
(his  bill,  that  many  of  their  own  party,  many  of 
those  who  vote  with  them,  avow  a  belief,  that 
Congress  has  the  power  to  create  a  bank,  but 
tbey  do  itot  think  it  expedient  ai  pieaeu  to  r<- 
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ebwter  tbis  Iwak.  I  HvdentaDd  ilie  hmiarable 
member  from  Marjrlmid  bueaodidlf  Mil  hoDM- 
ablr«TOwed  tbii  optnioD— minr  Mhpn  are  knowa 
Id  eaienaio  ibe  mdib  ■eotimeau,  (ibougk  tbey 
will  aot  aeknowletoe  then  wirli  the  iame  «ai>- 
dor.)  who  have  and  will  Tote  b^imI  ifaia  bill. 
To  tboM  who  eotertaio  thii  MDiraiaiii  how  can 
Ihja  be  a  par')'  qnMtioal  The  onlf  ineidcnt 
which  gires'it  the  chaTaeler  of  a  wij  qoettion 
M,  the  opiaion  that  a  such  a  law  !■  GoDilliDttonal 
oc  oibccwiie  j  aad  a  delenni nation  to  Tote  in  the 
affirmative  m  ncgaiire,  as  (hat  (rpinioD  iball  dic- 
tate.' Now,  to  luch  geoileoiea  a*  beliere  the  law 
Conititntional  and  yet  tow  aninat  it,  it  eannoi 
be  a  party  qnetiioo.  ThoM  wbo  are  In  ihli  elt- 
nation,  aad  endaaror  to  orcrthrow  the  bill  br 
the  preJHdioe*  ikef  my  eraaie  afaJDit  it,  by  at- 
feeting  10  eaU  h  a  party  qseation,  tkoa^b  neerctlF 
■ad  in  thnr  own  miada  tbey  entertain  ao  cnen 
belief'—eaeh  ffntlemeo,  Hr.  PrsMdent,  aa  act  in 
this  maaner,  flght  nader  hite  eolorfc 

Mr.  Preeident,  it  ii  paiDfal  Tor  tDT  gentleman 
when  addrcasiDf  tkia  Uonie  to  iipeak  a(  hinaelf, 
and  to  laake  his  pait  political  coadnet  the  theme 
of  hia  obaerTatiooa ;  bat,  in  an  initance  like 
thi*,  when  lailnaatioDs  are  made  to  calculated  to 
eseite  the  moat  potgnaat  leiuibility— when  a 
eharfeof  inconeiitency  and  derelieiion  of  former 
pDlilical  priocipiea  ia  made,  it  ii  pardonable  to 
talte  a  raTiew  of  otir  paet  political  eondoei,  for 
the  pvrpOH  of  repelliog  charge*  which  create 
eraolioDB  propoitiflDcd  to  the  ardor  and  fidelity 
with  whien  we  are  eoD«eioiii  of  cheri^bing  tboie 
BfinciplM  which  we  are  accuied  of  haTiog  aban- 
doned. Daring  lbs  moat  arduous  conflictt  of  the 
Hepabliean  party,  at  a  lime  when  it  was  borae 
down  bv  domiaeeriag  and  tyraanieal  majoriilM, 
alihonga  1  occupied  tio  prominent  atatioa,  it  cer- 
tainly was  Dot  my  (brtoae  to  repose  opoo  a  bed 
«r  n»ei.  It  was  at  tbis  most  loaaspicioui  pe- 
riod, aa  it  rcsprcttd  the  fortune  of  the  party  to 
wkieh  I  wa*  atiaofaed,  that  I  firet  aoqnired  a  aaat 
in  the  other  bramb  tn  the  Natlocal  Legislaltrrt. 
The  foar  yeare  during  which  I  retained  it  may 
be  eonaidered  aa  the  rery  lim^  when,  above  any 
other,  party  iaiolerance  mn  carried  (0  tbe  grealex 
exceac;  when  a  BepoUicaB  wa*  almost-hnnted 
dowK  in  ihestraciB  of  Philadelphia,  wbara  Ctm- 
f  reaa  tbea  lat )  when  the  Republiean  membera 
wer«r«dnead  in  Congreee  on  gnat  and  critiDal 
qneaiioBa,  which  serTad  meat  preeiaaly  to  desic- 
■ale  (ha  two  parties,  to  a  Tery  inconsiderable 
body }  when,  to  be  called  a  Republican,  wee, 
tbe       ■        ■      -'  -     ■      ■ 


gate  outlawry  agaioat  yon  in  the  code  of  homtn- 
iiy,  aOd  to  cut  you  off  from  almost  all  the  chari- 
ties of  life ;  at  (hi*  period,  irr,  it  was  my  fortune 
to  rnraaeni  the  only  Federal  district  in  the  State 
of  Virginia,  (and  to  be  the  oaly  RopoUiana  rep- 
leMDlaiiTe  thai  this  diatrtct  either  before  oral^er 
elected  to  Coagren;}  it  was  my  fortune  to  reeeire 
doriai^  this  adverse  and  tempestooaa  period  al- 
most inntimerable  addreues  from  my  cbnstito- 
enia,  which  1  waa  made  ike  organ  to  preMBi  10 
tbe  President  of  the  ITnited  States,  stigmatizing 
wiib  tbe  aevereit  aBlmaAnnuMa  my  poUtioal 


condnct  and  that  of  the  party  with  which  I 
thought  and  acied.  Let  the  Journals  of  the 
House  of  Repreeenia tires  during  ibis  alarmtBg 
and  eTenlfnl  crisis  be  namined,  and  let  the  re- 
corded rotes  of  thai  body  be  resorted  to  in  order 
to  aaeeriain  whether  I  waa  inferior  in  prompti- 
tude. Bdelity,Bnd  ardor,  for  ihe  Repcblican  eauM^ 
to  abr  member  of  ihe  Repoblicsa  party.  Daring 
the  whole  of  this  period  I  was  suffering  under  the 
most  painM  siaie  of  ill  bealih,  yei  such  waa  my 
anxieiy  to  show  my  disapprobation  of  the  raiil- 
CDS  measuree  pursued  by  the  then  dominant  aad 
infkraaied  patiy,  thai  I  oecnpied  my  seat  in  Con- 
grees.  In  Tcry  many  insuneea,  whan,  if  I  had  at- 
tended to  my  own  ease  and  health,  Isbonld  hare 
coaOned  myself  to  the  bed ;  and  I  challenge  the 
most  minute  and  aeeoraie  inresHgaior  to  point 
ont  one  instance  where  any  measure*  were  taken 
in  CoDgteas  ealcvhtted  to  interest  pan_y  feeling, 
when  I  was  ibsenc  from  my  post,  or  Ikiled  to  at- 
test by  mr  Tote  the  sincerity  of  my  deTotitrn  to 
the  Republican  cause.  Under  these  circnmstan- 
eea,  I  had  flattered  myself  thai  I  had  some  hnni- 
ble  preieBBioni  to  tbe  public  confidence,  wiien  I 
prolmsed  my  early  ana  contiotied  devotion  to  lh« 
principles  of  repnUicaaism,  bnt  I  discover  that  I 
am  mistaken,  tad  that  a  new  order  of  fortunate 
politicians  have  eome  into  eiittenee  in  tbe  pre«- 
entpropilion*  hours  of  repablicanism,  and  have 
•o  exclusively  engrossed  the  whole  of  this  pre- 
eioos  eommodiiy,  that  they  will  not  permit  tDetr 
elder  order  of  poiitieal  men,  10  whose  esertiona 
it  is  indebted  for  its  very  ezisieDce*,  to  faaVe  one 
particle  of  il.  If  thi*  new  created  order  of  patri- 
ots will  banish  me,  and  all  who  think  with  me, 
on  ihis  occasion,  from  the  Republican  ranks,  they 
cannot  deprive  us  of  this  eonsolaiion,  that,  in  the 
•tale  of  exile  and  denunciation,  tbey  place  us  in 
company  at  least  as  respeciable  as  ibat  from 
which  we  are  driven.  If  10  be  associaied  in  the 
ime  political  class  with  the  late  President,  with 


In  contradiEtineiioQ  to  this  new  order  of  eictosire 
RepvUieans,  is  the  result  of  these  denanciaiions, 
I  am  willing  to  encounter  iheir  coBseqoeoces, 
Hr.  Preiident,  if  I  and  those  uf  the  Repuiilieaft 

Csrtywho  act  with  me  on  the  present  occasion 
a ve  apostatized  /ran  our  former  political  |»in- 
eiples,  I  can  say  whh  trath,  »o  far  as  the  charge 
rcspecta  myself,  that  the  motive  by  which  I  am 
meiaated  mustnot  tnU  be  diBinierested  but  very 
different  from  thatw^ich  generally  ttperatea  on 
the  human  mind.  In  the  most  gloomy  hour  of 
Reputdican  adversity,  daring  the  severest  denun- 
ciations and  persecutions  which  it  experienced; 
at  an  hour  when  onr  political  hemisphere  was 
pregoaot  wiih  a  tempest  which  threatened  de- 
siroction  to  all  Its  votaries;  when  I  represented 
the  only  Federal  district  in  the  State  of  Virginia, 
and  ray  cOnstitoents  were  constantly  sending 
on  loyal  addresses,  in  the  most  pointed  manner 
animadverting  on  the  party  with  whom  I  was 
Bssoeiated;  under  all  these  naversc  eireumstanceiL 
1  was  not  inftrior  to  any  one  in  Sdetity  and  Xtai 
for  tbe  ReptibiieaB  eaasc.    Bat,  M  ihia  peiiod  <tf 
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BqmblicKD  triampli,  when  lo  be  anociited  with 
that  psrtf,  is  the  Deit  passport  to  alt  the  honors 
and  offices  of  our  coaoirjr,  when  I  em  elected  lo 
a  seat  in  thia  Terjr  elevated  aoil  boDorable  bodf 

3  the  vote  of  a  Republicaa  Legistaiure  of  one 
the  most  uniform  add  uaanJDiausl^.IUpubli- 
CAD  States  ia  the  Uaioo  ;  io  such  a  criii«,  and  id 
■oeh  a  stale  of  thinirs,  I  bare  abandoned  the  Re- 
.  pnblicMi  parly  I  It'  the  charge  be  just,  1  can  only 
repeat,  that  I  must  be  actuated  by  moiJTes  very 
dioertnt  fVom  those  which  geDeri.lty  operate  dd 
the  hmnan  boaom.  No  consideraiioa  of  pecunia- 
T  aggrandizement  could  have  had  any  operation 
on  ma  in  lelaiioa  la  iheaubjeei  under  eoDsiden- 
tion  ;  any  other  than  a  wish  to  advance  ibegeu- 
eral  happiness  of  society,  for  I  aever  had  a  ^nk 
share  in  any  banlE  whatever,  nor  have  I  ever  had 
any  neeotialion  with,  or  reqnesied  or  obtained  a 
loan  of  one  penojr  from  (be  Bank  of  the  United 
States  or  any  of  its  branches.  I  must  liere  re- 
nark,  if  this  abandonment  and  tergiversation  of 
political  principles  is  iaslly  attribuiable  to  me.  I 
un  not  conscioos  of  the  motive  which  produced 
it.  Whether  1  ihall  be  considered  faithlul  to 
publican  principles,  my  country  musideiemi.-., 
and  to  this  tribunal  I  oheerfully  appeal.  But 
whether,  in  the  vote  1  am  about  to  sive,  I  shall 
evince  uniformity  of  political  principles,  is  not  t 

Juetiion  that  1  will  submit  as  a  matter  of  doubt 
}r  the  denisioo  of  any  one.  It  is  a  matter  of 
£ict,  sasceptible  of  immediate  and  eoaclnsive 
demonstration.  The  firnt  time  I  was  a  candidate 
for  a  seat  in  the  Hoase  of  Representatives,  a 
gentleman  who  was  a  competitor  with  me  for 
that  station,  published  a  lengthy  address  to  the 
fieeboldera  of  the  district,  which  we  each  wished 
lo  represent,  which  was,  m  some  meaiure,  a  pro- 
fession of  political  faith,  and  seemed  to  call  on 
me  to  make  public  a  similar  exposition  of  ray  po- 
litical sentiments.  Thequeuioo  concerning  the 
Bank  of  the  UnKed  States  was  then  a  topic 
more  generally  adverted  to,  than  it  has  been 
for  soma  years  past  j  it  was,  of  ootirse,  dilated 
on  in  the  address  of  my  competitor,  which 
imposed  an  obligation  on  roe  to  eipress  my  sen- 
timents on  this  subject,  in  the  answer  which 
I  published  to  this  address.  I  have  no  copy  of 
my  answer  in  my  possession,  nor  have  I  seen 
it  for  several  years)  bat  I  have  no  doubt  but 
some  ccnies  of  it  are  to  be  found,  and  if  they  can 
be  foand,  it  wilt  be  seen  that  I  therein  waive  all 
considerations  respecting  the  original  constitu- 
tionality of  the  bank,  and,  after  making  some  re- 
marks reipectioe  it,  which  I  do  not  now  recollect, 
conclude  with  observing,  that  however  inezpedi- 
ent  at  first,  it  cannot  now  he  touched  without  im- 
pairing public  credit  and  shaking  our  Constitu- 
tion to  Its  ba$i.  These,  I  tbink,  are  the  very 
words  Died  in  my  answer.  Thus,  air,  recorded 
evidence  may  be  produced,  that,  in  the  very  first 


fromulgation  of  my 
wtta  a  very  young 
man,  lavowed  the  sentiments  I  now  prufess,  and 
in  coaformity  with  which  I  now  act.  If  I  was 
*  Republican  ai  the  time  I  publi^ed  Ihia  answerj 


if  the  sentiments  it  contained  consigned  me  in 
the  public  eatimaiion  to  the  RepaUican  party,  if 
I  acted  and  shall  act  in  my  political  career  in 
conformity  to  these  sentiments,  I  have  aone  lat- 
ent suspicions  that  I  should'  have  some  preten- 
sians  lo  Che  character,  of  a  Repnblieao,  if  it  were 
not  discovered  that  a  new  order  of  patriots  has 
lately  arisen,  which  has  exolasively  appropriated 
to  itself  every  Republican  attribnie,  and  will  not 

Krmltany  of  its  beniKn  influence  to  animate  the 
soms  of  those  who  have  preceded  them  in  ttie 
theatre  of  public  life,  though  it  is  eielasively 
owing  to  the  exertions  of  the  latter,  that  its  g»- 
niol  and  hallowed  flame  has  not  been  entirely 
extinguished.  From  the  exposition  I  haye  just 
mad^  whatever  may  be  the  political  sect  with 
which  I  and  many  others  of  my  more  illustrious 
political  associates  ate  arrayed,  I  hope  it  will  at 
least  be  admitted,  that  I  have  acted  with  consist' 
ency  and  in  conformity  with  my  earliest  profes- 
sions. I  am  conscious  of  possessing  but  little 
political  merit,  and  my  anxiety  to  have  credit  for 
what  litile  I  do  possets,  is  augmented  from  my 
conscionsness  of  the  scantiness  of  the  general 
stock.  When  we  posseEs  hut  little,  that  little  ta 
out  all,  and  its  value  is  proportionally  enhanced 
from  this  consideration.  Coosiaiency  of  politi- 
cal opinion,  and  steady  adherence  to  those  tenets 
with  which  I  hnd  commenced  my  poltticat  life, 
was  one  of  those  humble  recommendations  for 
public  confidence  to  which  I  flattered  myself  I 
could  make  some  just  pteteosions;  nor  will  the 
review  I  have  just  taken  of  the  commeneement 
and  progress  of  my  political  life,  diminish  theae 
pretensioDB.  Whether  this  new  order  of  ezelo- 
tive  Republicans,  who  have  made  their  appear- 
ance npoa  the  theatre  of  poblie  life  more  recently 
iban  it  was  my  fortune  to  do,  shall  succeed  ia  ex- 
chiding  from  the  Republiean  ranks  the  late  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  and  the  majority  of 
Congress,  as  also  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
and  all  the  Republican  members  of  Congress  who 
voted  for  the  bill  under  considration  ;  i  say,  Mr. 
President,  whether  this  is  effected  or  not,  in  either 
eaae  tlie  charge  of  apoatacy  or  derelieiion  of  po- 
litical principles,  cannot  apply  to  me,  bceanse  I 
now  act  io  strict  eonformity  with  the  professioa 
of  political  faith  which  I  made  at  the  commence- 
ment of  my  public  life  (in  relation  to  the  Qovera- 
ment  of  the  United  States.)  With  whatever 
political  sect  I  may  be  associated  in  consequence 
of  the  affirmative  vote  I  sballgive  lo  the  bill  now 
delibented  on,  from  the  coo  ai  derations  already 
enumerated,  I  shall  at  least  stand  absolved  froia 
all  imputations  of  inconsisicncvt  insincerity,  or 
apostacy.  My  candor  cannot  be  impeached  ;  I 
cannot  be  accused  with  advocating  now  a  doe- 
trine  I  once  reprobated,  nor  of  vibrating  in  my 
political  opinions  with  a  vibrating  etate  of  things. 
Nor  has  any  one  the  right  lo  qaesiion  the  sincer- 
ity of  the  solemn  declaratioa  I  now  make,  that 
1  every  day  cherish  with  a  fonder  afieciion,  my 
attachment  to  those  just  and  leading  poliiicu 
principles  to  which  I  was  attached,  and  which  I 

tirofeasedat  the  commencement  of  my  political 
ife,  because. e vary  pusing  day's  experience servne 
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more  firmly  to  {oDTiaee  me  of  their  accaracy 
and  BDpeTl&tiveexeeUence,  >nd  that  the  preset- 
vatioD  of  those  principle*,  io  their  utmost  purity, 
is  beM  ealcnlaieo  to  pr^erTe  the  libertf  and  pro- 
mots  the  (eocral  weUare  of  the  nation. 

Wbdribdat,  February  so. 

The  following  Message  was  leceived  from  the 
FRBSiDGtiT  or  THE  United  Statsb: 
7^  Me  Sm^t  laut  Haiut  »f 

S^rttaiuaitu  of  the  Unittd  SbOet: 

1 1*7  before  CMigreu  >  Talnm  of  the  militw  af  the 
Uoited  Sutee,  •■  recaiTed  by  the  DeputneDt  of  Wvi 
from  the  MTenl  States  and  Territoriee. 

JAHEB  MADISON. 

FBammai  19,  1811. 

Ordertd,  That  ih<e  Meatageand  doeameats  lie 
on  the  uUe, 

Mr.  CoTTs  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  niakiag  further  prorisions  for  the  dispcis«l  of 
ibe  sections  of  land  heretofore  reserved  for  the 
future  disposition  of  Congress,  and  for  olber  pur 
poses,  correctly  eogrosaedj  aiid  the  bill  was  read 
the  third  time  as  amended. 

JiesolverL  That  Ibis  bill  pass,  and  that  the  ti- 
tle thereof  be  ''An  act  making  funber  proriiiona 
for  tbe  dispoKal  of  the  sections  of  land  neretgfure 
reierred  for  the  future  disposition  of  Congieaa, 
and  for  otber  purposes." 

Mr.  Qreoo,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  biII,cDtiUed  "AaaeiestabUshing  nary 
hospitals,"  reported  it  without  ameDdineDt. 

Mr.  Bbadlev,  from  tbe  commiiiec  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entii)ed"An  act  for  tbe  relief 
of  Peter  Audraio,"  reported  it  without  amead' 
ment. 

The  bill^ entitled  "An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  Ricb- 
mtd  Terrin,  William  Coteuao,  Edwin  Lewis, 
Samuel  Mims.  Jotieph  WiUoD)  and  the  Baptist 
Church  at  Salem  Meeting-bonse,  in  the  Misais- 
sippi  Terrritory;"  was  read  tbe  third  tip^  aad 

Tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the 
sale  of  a  tract  of  land  lying  in  ibe  Stata  of  Ten- 
nessee, and  a  tract  in  the  Indiana  Territory," 

read  the  third  time,  snd  passed. 

The  billeniiiled,  "An  aetautboriiingtbe  See- 
retary  of  State  to  cause  a  general  index  to  the 
laws  of  tbe  TTniied  Stales  to  be  made,  printed, 
and  distriboied,"  was  read  tbe  third  lime;  and, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Csawfobd,  postponed  to  tbe 
first  Monday  in  December  next. 

The  Fbesidcht  communicated  a  resolution  of 
tbe  Legislature  of  the  Stale  of  Kentucky,  ap- 
proving the  amendment  to  the  Constitution  re- 
specting titles  of  nobility  ;  which  was.  read,  and, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Bbadlbv,  ordered  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
Slate. 

BANK  OF  THB  ITHITED  STATES. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  amend  and  continue  in  force 
an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  tbe  sub- 
scribers to  tbe  Bank  of  the  Untied  Slates,"  passed 
M  the  aSth  day  of  Febraary,  1791. 


Hr.  CaAWPoin  said  he  regretted  extremely, 
that  at  so  late  an  hoar,  be  was  constrained  to 
throw  himself  upon  the  indulgence  of  the  Sen 


';rhicb  bad  for  so  many  days  attracted  their  at- 
Before  I  enter  upon  tbe  few  remarks, 
which  I  feel  it  my  duly  to  make  in  reply  to  tbe 
numerous  comments  which  have  been  made  upon 
the  obeerTStions  which  I  bad  the  honor  to  sub- 
it  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate,  at  the 
>mmencemenl  of  this  discnision,  permit  me^ 
..r,  to  acknowledge  the  tiberaliiy  and  indut- 
genee  with  which  those  observations  have  been 
generally  treated.  In  the  coarse  of  the  few  ob- 
servations to  which  1  intend  to  confine  myself,  it 
shall  be  mv  endeavor  to  exercise  that  indulgenca 
towards  olners  which  hss  been  extended  to  ma. 
Tbe  genileintn  from  Ceniucky  (Mr.  Ci.AT)coin- 
plains  of  the  committee,  because  they  have  li»- 
isned  to  the  representBtioas  of  two  delegatione 
frora  the  city  of  Philadelphia  who  presented  me- 
morials  to  the  Senate,  who  referred  them  to  the 
d  because  the  committee  hare,  in 
his  opinion,  given  an  Bdveniitjous  importance  to 
their  representations,  b^  the  minnieness  and  by 
the  pomp  and  parade  with  which  they  have  be«a 
detailed  to  the  Senate.  It  will  be  recollected 
that  the  committee  did  not  seek  tbe  post  which 
has  been  assigned  them  by  tbe  Senate,  nor  did 
tbey  desert  it  after  it  was  assigned  to  them.  Tbe 
object  of  referring  petitions  to  committees  is  to 
collect  thai  information  which  ibe  Senate  ought 
to  have  before  it  acts,  and  which  in  its  collective 


the  practice  of 


!nt  at  their  meetings,  to  mak* 


such  explanations,  and  to  give  sucb  iniormatioii 
touching  the  subject  of  their  petition,  a*  tbey 
think  connected  with  it.  It  is  tbe  duty  of  com- 
mittees to  detail  to  the  Senate  the  information 
which  they  collect,  to  enable  the  members  to 
take  a  full  riew  of  tbe  subject  upon  which  they 
are  called  upon  to  act.  The  committee  in  Iha 
present  case  has  done  all  this,  and  it  bis  done 
nolhinK  more.  Had  it  pursued  a  different  conrso 
it  would  have  justly  subjected  itself  to  tbe  ani- 
madversions of  Ibe  Senate.  To  tbe  informalioa 
collected  by  the  committee  from  these  delega- 
tions, and  laid  before  tbe  Senate,  mv  friend  fram 
Maryland  (Mr.  Buitb)  has  opposea  a  statement 
of  facts,  end  his  opinion  founded  upon  thoso 
facts.  As  the  situaiioa  and  lalenls  of  that  gen- 
tleman entitle  his  statements  and  opinions  ta 
great  weight ;  as  it  is  more  than  probable  that  the 
votes  of  several  members  will  ultimately  real 
npon  ibe  weight  of  bis  authority,  my  honorable 
friend  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Smith)  will  pardon 
me  if  I  tihould  examine  his  observations  rather 
according  to  the  rules  of  evidence,  than  those  of 
logic.  In  making  this  declaration  I  wish  to  ba 
explicitly  understood,  as  excluding  every  idea  of 
charging  tbai  gentleman  with  having  made  state- 
ments which  he  did  not  believe,  or  with  having 
^ven  opinions  he  did  not  entertain.  I  have  no 
doubt  bat  that  be  sincerely  believaa  ia  the  eof 
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lectaets  of  hU  slaiemeDta,  and  in  the  aecuncy 
of  bis  opinioDs ;  but  if,  id  the  courEC  of  my  ob- 
scrTBlioDii^  I  shall  prove  IncoDlestsbly  th&t  he  i« 
mistaken  in  some  of  hia  statements  and  opioiaas, 
it  will  leach  the  Seoaie  the  DecFSBiiy  of  weigh- 
ing the  Temaioder  of  them  with  great  circam-^ 
apectioD.  If  I  shall  bt:  able  to  show  ibai  he  ia 
■ii!<iakFii  ia  a  case,  the  efidence  of  which  ia 
matter  of  record,  that  circutnslance  alooe  will 
induce  the  Scoate  to  reject  all  idea  of  receiviog 
hia  EiatemeDts  and  opiiiioDs  with  implicit  COD& 
^eDce.  But,  sir,  before  I  proceed  further  ia  xaj 
observaiioas,  permit  me  to  ootice  an  eipreaiion 
which  fell  from  the  renilernan  from  Teaneuee 
on  my  right,  (Mr.  Wbiteside.)  I  understood 
that  gentlemaa  to  say,  that  those  Republicaoa 
who  thought  the  law  inGorporatiog  the  bank  waa 
CoDsiituiioQBl,  had  b«en  guilty  of  apoiiacy.  I 
hope  I  misunderstood  the  gentlemau;  if  I  am 
mistaken  it  wilt  aSbrd  me  great  pleasure  to  be 
corrected,  because  the  declaration  made  a  very 
•troBg  impression  upon  my  mind,  and  excited  the 
most  unpleasant  seasaiioos.  [Mr.  W.  explained. 
He  said  an  impreisioa  had  been  made  upon  his 
mind  that  the  bank  charier  was  unconaiitulional, 
but  that  he  had  never  eiamined  the  subject  mi- 
nniely  until  it  had  became  his  duty  to  do  it. 
That  that  examination  had  convinced  him  that 
it  was  unconstitutional,  and  that  those  Republi- 
cans who  DOW  supported  the  renewal  must  have 
apoatatized.]  Then,  sir,  I  say  that  ihia  is  lan- 
guage which  DO  gentleman  ought  to  use  towards 
anv  member  of  this  hanorable  body ;  and,  sir,  it 
Is  language  which  no  geoileinao  shall  without 
the  walls  of  the  Senate  use  to  me  with  impn- 
nilf.  [Mr.  W.  explained  by  saying  that  he  did 
sot  say  that  gentlemen  had  aposiaiized,  hut  Lhat 
lie  had  only  said  in  his  opinion  they  had  aposta- 
tized.] I  wish  the  gentleman  had  been  able  to 
make  a  satisfactory  explanation  of  his  unwar- 
.  lantable  declaration.  What  right  has  ha  to  make 
bis  opinion  of  the  CoosliiutiDa  the  test  of  other 
men's  republicanism]  By  what  authority  doea 
he  erect  his  opinion  a*  the  standard  of  republican 
orthodoxy?  as  the  standard  by  which  the  re- 
publicanism of  other  gentlemen  is  to  be  tried? 
The  genttemao  has  misiaken  his  standard  in  the 
Republican  party.  I  disclaim  all  authority  in  a 
ease  of  this  kind,  and  more  especially  the  author- 
ity of  the  ^eatleman  from  Tennessee. 

Mr.  President,  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Maryland  has  declared,  that  the  act  incorpora- 
ting the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  in  its 
origin  a  party  question.  [Mr.  Suits  exniaioed  : 
Be  did  nut  say  it  was  a  party  queiiion,  out  that 
it  had  given  rise  to  party.]  If  I  have  mistaken 
what  tell  from  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  I  am  not  in  what  fell  from  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  on  my  right,  (Mr>  Wbite- 
aiDE.)  Sir,  tbe  asseriion  is  not  only  without 
prool^  but  it  is  contradicted  by  matter  of  record. 
A  reference  to  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  the  bill  in 
both  Houses  of  Congress  will  prove  that  many 
of  our  most  distinguished  Republicans  voted  for 
OUT  bill,  and  some  of  the  most  respectable  Fed- 
anl  members  voieil  against  it.    In  the  observa- 


tions which  I  made  when  I  had  the  honor  of  ad-  I 
ig  Ihe  Senate  at  the  opening  of  this  dis- 
],  I  attempted  to  show  that  the  ideai  of  i 
party,  as  now  known,  did  not  then  exist  in  the 
"  ';d  States.  That  th«  parties  then  known 
those  who  were  the  friends  of  the  Federal 
Constitution^  and  those  who  were  opposed  to  it. 
Nothing  which  I  have  heard  advanced  upon  thi» 
lobjeci  in  reply  to  my  observations  has  made  tbe 
ligbiest  impression  npon  my  mind  against  the 
nf  the  opinion   which  I   then  nd- 


land  to  say,  that  the  CoDcress  which  ^saed  il 
hill  to  incorporate  the  haoE  was  eanricioiiiily  ap- 
portioned, and  consisted- of  sixty-five  member^ 
and  that  of  that  number  only  tbirty-nine  voted 
for  it.  That  if  the  members  had  been  appor- 
tioned ■«  tbe  CoostitatioB  directs,  upon  the  prin> 
ciples  of  population,  in  bis  opinion  the  bit]  never 
would  have  been  passed.  Sir,  let  ua  examine 
the  correctness  of  this  opinion:  Every  member 
present  bat  one,  from  the  States  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Coanecticot, 
New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  and  Del- 
aware, voted  for  the  bill,  together  with  two  from 
the  Stale  of  Maryland,  two  from  the  Stale  of 
North  Carolina,  and  one  from  the  State  of  Sontii 
Carolina.  The  eight  States  who  voted  unani- 
mooaly  for  Ihe  bank,  one  only  excepted,  opoa 
the  appoiiionment  nnder  the  nrst  enumeration, 
give  a  net  gain  of  tweoiv  toembert,  while  the 
other  few  States,  most  or  whom  voted  against 
the  bank,  give,  a  net  gain  of  sixteen  members. 


Tbw 


■,  if  V 


lay  I 


mambera  in  a  geographieaf  point  of  view,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  friends  of  the  bnok 
would  have  been  considerably  increased  fay  a 
cimvot  spponiooment.  The  vote  in  the  House 
of  Repreaen  la  lives  on  the  final  passage  of  the 
'hill  was  thiny-otne  to  twenty,  to  the  Senate 
the  yeas  and  nayi  were  taken  on  two  questions 
during  .its  pendency  there.  Upon  the  first  the 
yeas  were  sixteen,  the  nays  six.  Upon  the  mo- 
lion  to  strike  out  the  twelfth  section,  whieb  re- 
strains the  right  of  Congress  to  create  any  other 
hjink  during  the  existence  of  thai  about  to  be 
created,  the  jreas  were  five,  and  the  nays  eight- 
-  -      The  opinion  then  is  wholly  it 


tbe  gentleman  from  Maryland  has  said  that  ibis 
bank  has  been  mischievous  in  its  consequences, 
and  that  wherever  it  has  established  a  branch  it 
has  immediately  produced  a  necessity  for  crea- 
ting other  banks,  1  would  ask  what  has  created 
th«  necaraity  of  creaiing  banks  in  New  Hamp- 
shire, Vermont,  Rhode  Island,  Conneciicui,  New 
Jeraey,  Delaware,  North  Carolina,  and  tbe  West- 
em  BtatGBl  This  bank  has  never  established  a 
branch  bank  in  any  one  of  these  Slates,  and  yet 
they  have,  without,  I  believe,  a  single  exception, 
established  banks;  while  (he  State  of  Greorgia, 
where  a  branch  bank  has  been  long  established, 
has  not  until  within  a  few  months  past  eatah* 
lished  a  single  bank.  What  cause  is  i(  that  has 
I  influenced  tbe  Legislatures  of  Maryland,  Penn- 
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■ytvanla,  and  Mrerat  other  Suim,  to  create  so 
manr  ^ok*  vithio  a  few  raonibi  patt7  Is  ii 
owinff  to  ifae  raiirchieTDiia  effecU  of  the  Bank  of 
the  ifnited  Slaiesl  Sir.  the  bets  I  bare  stated 
show  conctoairelr  that  tbe  eaiue  assigned  by  my 
honorable  friend  from  Marjrland  caooot  be  the 
DDe  which  httJi  produced  tins  multiplicalioQ  of 
banks.  Some  other  canse  mail  be  lougbt  for, 
and  in  myopiDion  a  mora  raiional  one  is  ready 
■t  band.  The  effects  o(  the  bank  and  of  iis 
branches  where Ter  established,  u pun  the  ptosper- 
iir  of  the  people,  and  of  the  eoramerce  uf  the 
place,  remoTed  the  long-rooted  objeciioas  which 
existed  againal  banks,  and  hence  their  great  in- 
crease in  all  the  Slates. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  has  stated  ser- 
era)  cases  in  which  the  Biate  banks,  and  the 
Iranks  of  this  Territory  have  accommodated  the 
OoTcrnoient,  where  ine  United  States  had  re- 
fused. The  caMS  stated  prove  nothing, aod  oaght 
to  hare  do  influence  with  this  Qoremmeni  in 
establishing  a  perroaomt  system  of  revenue.  If 
tbe  State  and  Teiriiorial  banks  bare  upon  ser- 
eral  occasions  receired  the  bills  of  other  Slate 
banks  la  accommodate  the  Oovernmeot,  it  was 
because  it  suited  their  conTeoieoee  at  the  lime. 
It  was  a  mere  tetnporarjr  transaction,  and  forms 
an  exception  to  the  aeneral  rule.  The  charier  of 
BO  bank  in  the  United  States  compels  them  to 
take  tbe  paper  of  other  banks,  and  whether  they 
do  receive  t^em  or  not  will  depend  upon  conlio- 

Knt  circumitancesi  or  npon  whim  and  caprice. 
)  reliaace,  therefore,  ought  to  be  placed  upoa 
thedaraiion  of  any  regulation  which  is  not  en- 
forced by  their  chsrters.  The  gentleman  from 
Maryland  thinks  that  the  United  Slates  will 
fanre  ihe  same  influence  over  the  Slate  banks 
that  It  has  had.  and  will  have  over  ifaat  of  ibe 
United  Slates.  If  he  is  correct  ss  to  tbe  extent 
of  that  influence,  his  conclnsion  may  be  correctly 
drawn.  But,  sir,  is  it  true  that  the  National 
Oorernmetii  has  no  other  influence  over  this 
bank  than  that  which  can  be  produced  by  with- 
drawing of  its  depotitesT  If  it  is  so,  then  il 
must  be  admitted  that  the  United  Slates  will 
hare  the  same  inftuence  over  the  State  banks 
that  Ibey  wilt  Lave  over  one  of  their  own  crea- 
tion, because  they  can  aa  easily  withdraw  their 
deposite*  from  the  one  as  tbe  other.  But,  sir, 
the  Untied  States  hare  an  influence  over  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Stales,  which  is  wholly  in- 
dependent of,  and  unconnected  with,  the  right  of 
wlihdrawitig  their  deposites  from  its  vaults.  The 
bank  is  dependent  on  ibem  fur  its  existence.  By 
renewing  the  charter  for  short  periods  of  time 
yon  create  a  state  of  dependency  upon  tbe  Gov- 
ernment, which  will  at  all  times  make  the  bank 
completely  subservient  to  all  the  legitimate  ob- 
'jects  for  which  it  was  created.  How,  sir,  is  it 
with  the  Biaie  banksl  Upon  whom  are  they 
dependent  for  legal  existence  and  for  length  of 
days?  Upon  tbe  Slate  governmeols.  Suppose 
the  authority  from  which  ihey  derive  their  ex- 
istence should  place  itself  in  opposition  to  the 
Government  of  Uie  United  Stales ;  and  suppose 
that  tku  aiste  of  boMility  ahonld  happen  a  year 


asain 

what 


or  two  before  the  time  at  which  their  charters 
were  to  expire,  and  the  State  Legislature  should 
''  them  to  hold  the  deposite  o?  public  monaya 
it  the  demand  of  the  National  Government, 
coarse  would  they  pursue  under  such  cir- 
ances?  Sir,  the  case  which  1  have  staled 
is  not  a  mere  possible  case.  The  history  of  sev- 
il  of  Ihe  large  influential  States  proves  that 
this  state  of  hoatiliiy,  which  1  have  supposed,  ia 
-—  -- 1  imaginary  one.  Make  yourselves  de- 
il  npon  the  State  banks  for  the  colleetioa 
inamission  of  your  revenue,  and  that  op* 

Cition,  which  has  but  seldom  happened,  wul 
ome  more  frequent.  Their  diipositioo  to 
control  the  operations  of  the  National  Qorera- 
menl  wiil  increase  with  every  increase  of  the 
means  of  annoyance,  whicb  toe  folly  and  im- 

Erovidenee  of  Congress  may  throw  into  theii 
ands.  For  wbose  benefit,  sir,  is  the  OovertH 
meat  to  strip  itself  of  ihis  risht,  so  esseuliat  foi 
the  due  adatinistraiion  of  its  finances  1  Is  it  for 
the  benefit  of  the  great  mass  of  tbe  American 
people?  No;  not  one  in  an  hundred  of  them 
have  any  interest  in  the  Slate  banks.  They  feel 
no  interest  in  the  question ;  their  tiue  interest  i* 
more  eflectusUy  subserved  by  the  operations  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  than  it  can  possi- 
bly be  by  tbe  Staile  banks.  This  bank  alSbrda 
ihem  a  portable  currency  which  is  of  equal  value 
in  every  pan  of  the  United  States,  while  the 
credit  and  currency  of  tbe  State  banks  is  local. 

Mr.  President,  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Maryland  (Mr.  Smitb)  says  that  the  Bank  of  lb* 
United  States  does  not  faciiiiate  the  collection  of 
the  revenue.  If  1  understood  ibe  gentleman  from 
Masiachuselta  (Mr.  Lloto)  and  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  correctly,  human  imagioaiion 
cannot  devise  a  system  so  peculiarly  calcolated 
'"  ■itsare  the  speedy  coJleclion  of  your  revenue 
[hat  which  is  furniahed  by  banks.  Sir,  I  know 
nothing  of  the  details  of  the  banking  system — I 
never  was  inside  of  a  bank  except  two  or  tbrea 
the  branch  bank  which  has  been  estab- 
lished in  Ibis  city  ;  but  I  understood  the  gentle- 
m  from  Massachusetts  to  say,  tbat  when  a 
renue  bond  even  of  fifty  dollars  was  deposited 
the  bank  for  eolleetian,  if  it  was  not  discharged 
when  due,  ihat  the  obligor  was  refused  all  furibei 
Bccoinmodaiion  in  that  bank,  and  that  if  his  ao- 
commodation*  amounted  to  9100,000,  be  was 
called  upon  to  discharge  his  notes  as  they  be- 
came due,  the  right  to  renew  ihem  being  forJeilaJl 
by  this  act  of  default.  I  understood  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  to  say.  that  whenever  any 
person  was  known  to  be  iu  aefauLt  at  any  bttak, 
that  all  the  banks  of  the  place  immediately  re- 
fused him  credit,  and  demanded  ihe  payment  of 
his  notes  as  they  became  due,  by  excluding  him 
from  Ihe  right  of  renewing  them.  [Both  gentle* 
men  assented' to  ihecarrectoessof  the  stalemenL] 
I  have  then  understood  both  gentlemea  correctljr. 
This  simple  slaiemcDt  proves,  beyond  tbe  posa^ 
biliiy  of  doubt,  that  the  bank  is  the  most  power- 
ful engiae  in  the  collection  of  your  revenitv, 
which  human  ingenuity  can  devise.  Credit  it 
Ibe  true  baaia  oT  commeroe.    By  pUeing  your. 
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rerenae  bonds  in  the  bank,  the  wini  of  putictu- 
alitf  ia&iiDgle  case  towards  the  GoTerDineiiC 
shuts  (he  door  of  ererf  bank  to  which  the  de- 
faulter had  before  had  access,  and  aUo  of  every 
other  bank  of  the  city  in  which  his  commercial 
IrBDaactions  have  been  carried  od.  And  yet  we 
■re  leriously  told  that  (he  operations  of  the  baak 
lave  no  iofluence  Open  the  prompt  and  secure 
-collection  of  the  natiooal  rerenue. 

It  is  impossible  to  resist  the  convictioD  that 
tbe  prompt  and  secure  collection  of  our  rerenae 
is  principally  owiug  to  the  influence  of  the  bank. 
SdI,  sir,  the  bank  has  another  direct  influence 
upon  tbe  collection  of  your  revenue.  Bv  the 
rules  established  in  tbe  bank  at  Philadelphia, 
«Tery  person  whose  hood  to  the  Government  is 
deposited  i  here,  has  a  right,  upon  getting  ao  addi- 
tional endorser,  to  claim  a  discount  for  half  of  the 
■mouat  of  his  bond,  and  tbe  part  so  dUcounled 
Is  Immediately  carried  to  the  credit  of  iheUojied 
Btates,  and  the  bank  takes  upon  itself  the  risk  of 
the  ultimate  collection.  In  this  way,  sir,  one- 
half  of  the  bond  is  collected  at  the  sols  risk  of 
tbe  bank,  without  any  possibility  of  loss  on  the 
part  of  Oarer nmeut.  And  yet,  sir,  it  is  contend- 
fld  that  the  bank  has  nothing  to-do  with  the  col- 
lection of  the  public  revenue.  The  gentleman 
from  Maryland  says  that  the  scarcity  of  money, 
and  the  alarm  and  dismuy  which  the  delegation 
of  mecbanics  had  represented  as  existing  in  Phil- 
adelphia, could  Dot  be  the  effect  of  the  contrac- 
tion of  discounts  by  tbe  Bank  of  tbe  United 
States,  because  that  bank,  as  well  as  the  State 
banks,  are  going  on  with  their  ordinary  dis- 
counts. This  is  true,  but  the  eentlemaB  from 
Maryland  has  forgoiien  that  this  delegation  stated 
that  the  bank,  upon  the  rejection  of  their  memo- 
rial by  the  House  of  Representatives,  bad  con- 
tracted (heir  discounts,  and  that  a  correspondent 
contraction  had  taken  place  in  the  diicauois  of 
the  State  banks  which  had  produced  the  pressure; 
and  that  that  pressure  bad  spread  alarm  and  dis- 
may throuzb  the  city.  That  before  they  \th  the 
city,  the  directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  had  come  to  an  understanding  with  the 
directors  of  the  State  banks,  all  of  whom  had 
determined  to  resume  and  continue  their  ordinary 
discounts  until  the  lest  hour.  Nottviihsianding 
tbe  banks  had  resumed  their  ordinarj'  discounts, 
the  panic  which  bad  been  produced  did  not  cease, 
and  the  scarcity  of  money,  and  tbe  distrust  which 
bad  taken  place,  stilt  continued  to  exist  in  Phila- 
delphia. 


pressly  that  tbe  transmission  of  your  public  mo- 
sey for  tbe  payment  of  the  Army  and  Navy  must 
be  effected  through  the  agency  of  banks,  but  can- 
lends  that  that  object  can  be  effected  as  well  by 
the  State  banks  as  bya  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
My  friend  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Pope)  said,  ihut 
tbe  great  characteristic  difference  between  the 
present  GoyernmeDl  and  that  which  existed  un- 
der the  old  articles  of  confederation,  is,  that  the 
present  Gorernment  has  within  itself  the  m 


upon  the  Stale  goTernments;  whereas  the  oli 


Congress. had  to  rely  upon  the  States  for  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  measures  which  it  had  preriously 
devised  and  adopted. 

This  opinion  is  substantially  correct ;  for  the 
CoD&tiiuttonal  dependence  of  the  present  Govera- 
ment  of  the  United  Statesupon  those  of  iheStatea 
is  confined  to  its  organization,  and  not  to  tbe 
execution  of  its  Constitutional  powers  after  it  is 
organized.  The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr. 
WRiTEBioE)bas  said,  thai  we  argue  this  qaestion 
as  though  Congress  was  wholly  independent  of 
the  State  governments.  When,  sir,  1  had  the 
honor  of  submiiting  iny  reasoDs  to  tbe  Senate 
upon  a  former  da^ ,  I  expressly  stated  the  cases 
in  which  the  National  Government  was  depend- 
ent upon  those  of  the  States^  and  proved,  by  re- 
ferring to  the  Constitution  itself,  that  in  every 
case  of  that  kind  (he  Constitution  imposed  upOQ 
the  Slate  the  highest  obligation  to  perform  the 
acts,  for  which  the  Government  of  the  United 
Slates  was  dependent  upon  them.  The  Coosii- 
tutioD  having  defined  the  cases  ia  which  this 
Government  shall  be  dependent  upon  the  State 
government,  1  did  not  hesitate  lo  declare  it  to  be 
unwise  and  improvident  to  increase  that  depend- 
ence by  legislative  acts,  when  we  were  naable 
to  impose  any  obligation  on  the  States  to  perform 
(be  act.  The  same  g-eotleman  has  said  tliat  the 
oblection  to  employ  tbe  State  banks,  was  the  re- 
sult ofa  distrust  in  (he  S(ale  Eovetnmeots  rather 
than  in  the  State  banks;  and  that  this  distrust 
was  unreasonable,  because  the  State  gorern- 
ments  were  composed  of  rbe  same  description  of 
men  who  composed  the  National  Goveratnent. 
If  Ibis  be  called  argument,  and  is  entitled  to  any 
weight,  it  is  a  iwo-edged  sword,  which  cuts  both 
ways.  It  equally  proves  (be  un reason ableoeas  of 
the  distrust  which  is  felt  against  tbe  Qoverameat 
of  (he  United  States  in  relation  lo  the  ext  ' 
of  (he  right  to  incorporate  a  bank.  But,  s 
all  this  (he  most  satisfactory  answer  is,  that  I 
will  trust  no  man  to  do  for  me  what  I  can  do  so 
much  bstier  for  myself.  Why  trust  any  man 
when  there. is  no  necessity  or  reason  for  trusting 

Tbe  gentleman  from  Maryland,  in  speaking  of 
the  means  which  have  been  resorted  to,  to  pro- 
cure the  renewal  of  tbe  charier,  says  that  we  have 
not  procured  memorials  to  be  presented  to  Con- 
gress praying  thai  the  charier  might  not  be  re- 
newed—we  have  not  procured  pamphlets  to  be 
written,  published,  and  laid  upon  the  tables  of 
members,  proving  tbe  uocansiitutionaliiy  and 
inutility  of  the  bank— we  have  not  imposed  upon 
the  credulity  of  honest  mecbanics  and  manufac- 
turers, and  by  (hat  means  procured  delegations 
to  be  sent  to  pray  for  ihe  rejection  of  the  bank 
memorial.  Surely,  air,  the  gentleman  did  not 
by  these  declarations  mean  to  insinuate  that  any 
one  of  those  eentlemen  who  support  (he  bill  upon 
your  table,  liave  had  any  agency  in  procuring 
any  application  to  be  made  in  favor  of  ihe  bank. 
I  know  that  gentleman's  respect  for  himself;  his 
respect  for  the  Senate;  his  respect  for  tha  iadi- 
'  vidual  members  of  this  body,  as  well  as  his  re- 
spect for  the  general  rules  of  propriety,  exclude 
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the  poHibiUty  of  tii»  smkiDg  oocfa  an  iDiJDiuition. 
(Mr.  Smitb  explained,  by  nvinc,  I  eielodg  every 
idea  oTeneh  mu  iniiBiiBtioii.l  Sir.  1  will  tell  ihe 
bonorsble  senilemBD  from  MarTland,  what  hai 


It  iniiBiiBtioii.l 
honorable  senilemBD  from  MarTland. 
been  dooe  bjt  ihnae  who  are  opposed 


newal  of  ibe  charter.  I  do  doi  mean  the  mem- 
bem  of  Ibe  Senate  who  are  onpOMd  to  Jl,  but 
tboM  who  have  attempted  to  innaine  public  opin- 
ion upoD  thie  tjueitioB.  Letter*,  ilr,  hare  been 
written  from  thii  place  to  iadoee  the  State  Legi«< 
ttlDree  to  iDttruct  their  members  to  oppoae  the  r*- 
newal  of  the  elurter  of  the  bank.  I  will  aak  the 
bonomble  geotlemaa  from  Marf  land  whether  he 
does  not  keow  that  tetten  have  been  wriltea  for 
that  purpose  t 

Tbe  geDtlemao  from  Maryland  ha*  aaid,  and  I 
nm  extremely  aortj  that  he  oai,  that  the  Bank  uf 
tbe  United  Stales  bad  their  agebts  in  tht*  city 
for  two  sMiiooa,  inirigoiiiK  with  member*  of 
Congreai  to  obtaio  a  leoewai  of  their  charier.  I 
can  auure  that  KeDiiemao  that  I  hare  had  ai 
little  ti>  do  with  the  amenta  of  tbe  bank  a*  he  baa 
bad.  If,  (ir,  I  wa*  dispoaed  lo  retort  opoQ  ihoae 
who  are  opposed  to  the  renewal  of  the  charter,  I 
would  ask,  if  they  hare  not  seen  pubUshed  in 
tbe  democratic  paper*  of  Penntylvaaia,  Mary- 
land, and  Vir^iaia,  extract*  of  letter*  *a id  to  be 
written  in  the  City  of  Waahiatton,  eharsiag  the 
raetnbers  of  Coagresi  who  are  in  favor  of  it  with 
beinz  bribed  aod  corrupted,  and  with  being  die- 
MMcd  t«  sell  the  sovereignty  of  the  nation  to 
British  capitaliital  Have  ibey  not  seen,  in  the 
WDM  papers,  conrerutjons  detailed  with  great 
minntenuB,  which  it. is  pretended  have  passed 
between  metnberi  of  Congres*,  calculated  to  ex- 


I  will  not  for  a  rooment  indulge  an  idea  that 
these  letter*  bare  been  wriiieo  or  these  cod ver- 
■ationi  detailed  by  aay  member  of  thi*  body. 
Ttie  idea  that  auob  has  been  tbe  fact  is  too 
humiliating,  loo  degrading,  not-only  to  this  hon- 
orable body,  but  to  bnmaa  nature  iteelf;  to  be 
entertained  but  for  one  moment.  And  jet,  sir, 
the  author  of  a  charee,  as  baM  a*  i(  is  false, 
kEainst  my  honorsble  friend  from  Kantacky  (Mr. 
Pope)  has,  day  after  day,  occupied  a  seat  in  a 
gallery  of  the  Senate,  to  wbicfa  no  person  has  « 
right  of  Bccen,  but  by  an  iutroduelion  of  one  of 
the  members  of  this  body.  Sir,  the  highway 
tobbet,  when  compared  with  the  tnfanous  fabri- 
cator of  this  base  attempt  to  assasainaic  tbe  repiv 
taiion  of  this  honorable  member,  become*  a  vir- 
taous  and  estimable  character.  Such,  sir,  has 
been  the  warfare  which  has  been  waged  against 
the  renewal  of  the  charter.  Denunciations  and 
charges  of  political  apostacy  are  the  measures  by 
which  we  hare  been  atsailed  from  without  and 
from  within.  8tr,  1  have  shown  that  tbe  bank 
question  was  no  ^rty  qatstioa  tn  its  origin — 
that  it  was  a  question  upon  which  an  hooeai  dif. 
ference  of  opinion  always  has  existed,  and  does 
now  exi»l.  AimI,  shall  I  be  obarged  with  desert- 
ing the  standard  of  the  people,  wbile  I  am  tread- 
ing in  (be  footsteps  of  the  great  Father  of  hi* 
Goaotry?     SbaU  I  tremble  at  the  charge  of 


apoalaey  which  ha*  been  deaimnced  against  me 
by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Wbite- 
atni)  while  I  am  pursuing  the  course  which  haa 
been  approved   by  n  Gerry,  a  Lsogdon,  and  a 


Id  the  footsteps  of  these  well-tried  patriots  and 
enlightened  statesmen,  I  will  advance,  with  a 
firm,  undeviaiing  step,  nnappalled  by  the  howl- 
ing of  party  rage,  more  terri&e  than  the  yell  of 
the  aboriginal  sarage. 

The  ganilemen  ^om  Marytnnd  (Mr.  Skith) 
ha*  said  that  he  has  understood  thai  a  proposition 
wu  made  in  the  Federal  Convention  to  reatCon- 
grc*t  with  power  to  create  eorporatioos  generally 
and  without  limitation.  Had  I  been  a  member 
of  that  Convention,  I  should  most  certainly  hare 
voted  against  the  proposition,  beoauie  it  would 
have  been  unreasonable.  Why  ahoold  snch  a 
power  have  been  delegated?  Not  certainly  as 
necessary  to  exeetrte  the  delegated  powers,  be- 
cause tbey  are  very  limited — a  general  power  to 
ercaie  corporatioOi  wonld  have  enabled  Congma 
to  have  ereaied  them  ad  libUian,  where  there  was 
Do  possible  relation  between  them  «nd  any  one 
of  the  del^^ed  power*.  The  rote  upon  the  bill 
incorporating  the  bank  prove*  that  if  sacb  a  pro- 
posiiioa  had  been  submitted,  it  mnst  have  been 
rejected,  under  a  coorieiion  that  the  power  ta 
create  corporations  is  Incident  to  such  of  the  gen- 
eral power*  a*  might  require  an  act  of  ineorpO" 
ralton  eompteiely  to  execute  them,  and  iairly 
Tested  by  tbe  Constitution  in  Congress;  becaase 
ten  of  the  membera  of  that  Convention  were  in 
Congress,  and  voted  for  that  bill— ^becante  Qea- 
eral  .WiaHUtOTOK  signed  that  bill,  because  the 
only  member  of  ibai  Convention  now  in  Oongreaa 
voted  for  Ibe  bill,  and  is  now  in  favor  of  renew- 
ing Ibe  charter ;  and  because  there  were  but  eight 
member*  of  that  CoDrentioa  in  Congres*  w1m> 
voted  again*!  it. 

Mr.  President,  I  will  now  proceed  to  exmmin« 
ibe  objections  which  hare  been  offered  to  the 
eonslruetion  which  I  bare  givenio  sereral  clause* 
of  the  CoQititutioD.  In  the  observation*  wlueti 
I  made  upon  this  pan  of  the  question  when  I 
was  op  before,  I  enoeavored  to  prove  thuL  every 
eonslruetion  that  bad  beengirea  to  this  insien- 
ment,  upon  tbe  idea  uf  its  being  perfect,  waslikaly 
to  be  erroneous.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Gii.sa)  and  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
(Mr.  WaiTxaina)  still  view  it  as  the  mijdel  of 
perfection.  They  are  ceruioly  at  liberty  slIlL  to 
entertain  that  opinion.  Every  man  has  a  right 
to  erect  his  idol  in  this  land  of  liberty,  and  to  fall 
down  and  worship  ii,  according  to  the  disiatea  ^ 
his  own  CDDscienoe.  I  endeavored  alio  lo  prove, 
that  if  we  applied  the  same  rule  of  eoiMtrnclioD 
|0  thai  clause  of  the  Coastiiuiion  from  Which  wa 
endeavor  to  derive  the  right  lo  create  a  bank, 
which  has  been  applied  to  that  from  which  the 
power  loerectaUght'househasbeen  derived,  the 
Conitimtional  difficulty  aionee disappears.  Until 
my  friend  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Qilbb)  and  my 
fnend  from  Temessoe  (Mr.  AHDJcaaoii)  had 
olhuwiscdeelued,  1  bad  always  andefatood  tb» 
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right  to  erect  light-hoasei  hKd  been  azercited  a* 
iacidealaL  lo  tb«  power  to  r^alata  eommerce. 
It  teem*,  bowerer,  that  I  ■m  mntakeo.  and  that 
this  right  ia  iaeidental  to  (hat  clause witicti  gife* 
Conpeu  iba  right  to  eiereiae  exelasire  Icgislm- 
tioD  ID  CEttaro  placet.  The  clause  reads  in  the 
lolJowiDg  words: 

"  To  exeraie  eiclnare  legiilatloti  fa  all  cases  what- 
Me*er,  orei  audi  dhtiict  ^aot  exceeding  ten  mile* 
•^are)  aa  maj,  by  eeaaoo  of  partjealar  States,  and 
die  acceptance  of  Congiew,  beoooie  theaaat  of  ibe 
Oorernncnl  of  Am  Vmtad  Statea,  and  to  exeieiae  like 
aatfaorttj  OTsr  all  piseea  pnrabased  by  the  ecmaeat  of 
Iba  L^Mlatnie  of  the  State  in  whidi  the  eaOM  aball  be, 
iir  the  arection  of  fbila,  usgeaneB,  aiaenalst  do^ 
yard*,  and  other  naedfid  bnildinis,"  Ac 

Now,  lays  mj  friend  from  Teaacaaee,  this' 
clauac  givea  the  tight  to  erect  dockyards ;  and  as 
ioekrard*  mnst  be  on  the  seaeoast,  ilurefara, 
Cong  real  baa  the  right  to  erect  light-hi 
Anse  they  moat  also  be         '"   


in  form,  but  it  is  extrenMJy  illogiMl  in' 
Tb«  eoaclusioD  drawn  from  the  premnet,  i*  as 
BCOesMry,  aa  though  I  were  Id  say,  that  beeaoia 
iwo  and  two  nukes  four,  therefore  fl*e  and  Bre 
Bakei  twelve.  The  conclusion  in  the  latter  caae 
ie  aa  neeaaurr  as  in  the  former.  But  my  hon- 
Mable  friend  from  Virginia  (Mi.  Qilib)  derirea 
tl  from  the  authority  giren  in  Ihie  olauae,  to 
erect  other  oeedful  buildiDgi.  Bat  the  qiieition 
recnrs,  needful  for  wbat?  ^^1  cerlaioly  for 
the  purpose  before  specified.  What  are  Iheyl 
Fom,  Bagaiioea,  arsenals,  and  dockyarda.  Ifthis 
elattaa  gives  any  authority  to  erect  forts,  m*n- 
xines,  areenaU,  and  dockyard<i,  the  other  needful 
kaildings  spoken  of  must  be  needful  for  these  spe- 
eifled  purpoaes.  I  should  suppose  that  no  man, 
who  apendfl  only  a  few  days  in  this  city,  can  be 
at  a  loss  to  determine  what  is  comprehended 
under  the  term  "  other  needfal  buildinga."  Let 
kim  fo  to  the  dockyard,  oiekaamed  a  nary  yard 
in  thit  eiiy,  and  he  will  there  find  a  little  lowo  of 
"other  needfal  buildings"  in  the  words  of  the 
CoDsliiulioD.  But,  sir,  1  deny  that  this  clause  of 
the  Constitution  eipreasl)r  gives  any  right,  but 
that  of  exereiting  enluiive  legislation  in  the 
places  to  be  accepted  or  purchased  for  the  pur- 
pose therein  specified.  The  right  to  erect  forts, 
nagazines,  and  ar^nala,  is  fhirly  ineideniaJ  to 
the  right  of  deelaring  war,  and  of  raising  armies ; 
and  the  right  to  erect  dockyards  is  fairly  incr- 
denlal  to  the  ri^ht  of  providing  and  inaiBtaining 
Knary.  Bntiffor  the  sake  of  argnmeat  I  should 
admit  that  the  right  to  erect  forts,  dbc.  is  given  in 
ikis  clause,  how  can  it  be  proved  that  the  right 
to  erect  a  light-home  is  also  given  1  Forts,  mag- 
azines, arsenab.  and  dockyards,  are  ennmeraiNl, 
and  as  the  Constitution  says  that  all  power*  not 
eiprctsly  given  are  retained,  if  the  right  to  erect 
fcrtH,  maeaziDei  &«.  ia  given  in  this  clante,  moat 
clearly  the  right  to  erect  light-hoases  is  retained 
by  the  States,  because  it  is  not  to  be  found  in  the 
mvmeraiion  contained  in  the  ctanse.  When  I 
bad  the  honor  of  addressing  the  -Senate  before,  1 
qnttiioited  the  MUbotity  of  tlie  Stale  lOTantHwaia 


to  create  bcnhi,  I  then  stated,  and  I  again  ei- 
plicitly  sute,  that  it  is  with  relnetanee  that  I  have 
fell  it  my  duly  to  make  any  inquiry  into  the  Con- 
stitutional righiH>f  the  State  governmenls  to  in* 
corporate  hanks.  The  State  Legidatorea  ought 
to  have  reeolleo ted  the  Spanish  proverb,  which 
lays,  that  those  who  live  in  glass  houaea  ongbt 
not  to  throw  stones.  Before  they  andertook  !• 
queelion  the  Gonstitniioaal  authority  of  Congiea^ 
tbey  oaghi  to  have  thoroughly  examined  the 
foundalioB  upon  which  their  own  right  rested. 
The  honorable  geatleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
GiLse]  says  that  the  cottstrDCtion  which  I  have 
riven  to  that  part  of  the  Constitution  which  pro- 
bibits  the  States  from  emitting  bills  of  credit, 
would  apply  equally  to  promissory  nolec  given 
by  one  individual  to  another  under  the  laws  ofa 
State,  a*  to  B  bank  bill.  Permit  me  to  inquire  of 
that  ^tleanan  whether  he  ever  saw  a  law  an- 
ibariztng  one  nran  to  give  another  hispromiaaory 
note  1  He  may  searoh  the  pandects  of  Jaiiiniaa  [ 
he  maytara  over  the  leaves  of  the  roosty  volainei 
written  upon  the  common  law,  from  the  day*  of 
Bracton  anti  Flefa  down  to  the  present  day,  and 
his  search  will  he  in  vain.  For  i^e  right  to  oiake 
contracts,  the  right  to.  give  promissory  aolo^  i» 
antecedent  to,  and  independent  of  all  mvsicipnl 
law.  The  gentleman  will  find  laws  and  deeiaitma 
in  abundtiBee,  regulating  the  effect  of  eadorae- 
nents  and  other 'eollateral  eircumsianeea,  and 
preacribiag  the  masner  of  enforciag  the  payment 
of  promisacr^  notes,  bat  he  will  never  find  a  law 
giving  the  nght  to  execute  the  prominvry  iMt«, 
Bat  it  is  aaid  that  the  bills  of  credit,  which  the 
Slates  are  prohibited  from  emitting,  imiBt  be  bill* 
of  credit  emitted  on  the  credit  of  the  State.  If 
this  distinDiion  should  be  well  founded,  many  of 
the  State  banks  are  etill  snb^t  to  the  charge  of 
BnoonstitutiOBBlity,  because  in  many  of  them  th« 
States  are  direetly  interested,  and  wherever  thai 
is  the  ease,  their  bank  bills  are  bills  sfcirdtt  emit- 
ted ontbe  credit  of  the  State.  But  the  eorrect- 
nesR  of  this  distinction  may  well  be  denied,  be- 
cause the  restriction  is  a*  general  ae  it  conM 
possibly  be  made.  But  it  issaid  that  ihii  reatrie- 
tion  applies  only  10  hills  of  credit  which  are  made 
a  legal  lender  in  the  payment  of  debta;  that  bill* 
of  credit,  designated  in  the  Constitution,  are  tm 
ei'femint  a  legal  tender.  For  the  correctness  of 
this  eiposilion,  an  appeal  is  made  to  the  restric- 
tion which  immediaielv  fbllows  it.  which  re- 
strains the  right  of  the  Stales  to  make  anyihia; 
bnt  gold  and  silver  a  legal  lender  In  tbe  payment 
of  debt*.  It  appears  lo  me  that  the  latter  restric- 
tion excludes  most  emphatically  the  conitrueiiaB 
contended  for.  If  tbe  States  are  prohibited  from 
emitting  bills  ofcredit,  it  would  have  been,  tony 
the  least  of  it,  wholly  nugatory  to  say  tbey  sbontd 
not  make  them  a  legal  tender.  If  the  bills  are 
not  emitted,  it  is  impossible  that  they  can  he 
made  a  legal  lender.  To  suppose  that  the  re- 
striction upon  the  right  of  the  Stales  to  make 
aaythJDg  but  gold  and  silver  a  l^al  lender  has 
any  conaexioD  with  or  influence  upon  the  restric- 
tion to  emit  bills  of  credit,  is  as  absurd,  as  fosnp- 
fOM  that  tbeDecatofv^aftei  having  declared,  ihnr 
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"  thoB  •halt  do  no  taarAm,"  ahoiiU  bare  adilcd. 
but,  if  you  will  murder,  you  ihall  not  fob  aao 
strike  the  dead.  Tbe  coDsiruciioa  of  the  restraiot 
npou  the  right  to  make  auytiiiDg  but  go!d  or  silver 
a  leader,  is  that  ihey  shall  not  make  ipeciGc  ai- 
liclet,  as  tobacco  ot  cothiD,  a  (euder,  as  was  the 
ease  m  socae  at  the  Stales. 

But  it  is  said  that  (he  history  of  the  States  vill 
•bow  tiiat  the  biltit  of  credit  specified  iq  tbe  Gon- 
•titutioa  were  those  oolv  which  were  a  leyal  ten- 
der in  the  pay  laeDt  of  debts.  LetusesamiDe  this 
point,  according  to  tbe  rule  of  ecraetiuaiioa  ap- 
plied to  aootber  clause  in  the  ConstiiulioD  by  a 
large  majority  of  both  Houses  of  Coogress  dur* 
iog  the  pieseot  lessian.  Aooiher  clause  io  the 
Constitution  gires  Co Dgresa  the  power  to  admit 
new  States  into  the  UoioauDder  twolimilaiioai: 
lal.  That  DO  sew  State  shall  be  formed  within 
the  limits  of  any  Slate  without  tbe  consent  of 
ibe  State;  and,  2d.  That  no  new  State  should  be 
foriaed  by  the  junction  of  two  or  ntore  Slitea 
without  llie  consent  of  auch  Sutes,  and  also  of 
Congress.  These  liiiiiiationa  proTe  that  the  for- 
matioa  of  new  States,  within  the  limitt  of  the 
United  States,  was  in  view  of  the  Conrenlioa  at 
the  time  that  this  .clause  was  adopted  ;  and  iha 
subseiiuent  clquae,  which  gives  CoogreM  the 
power  to  make  rules  for  Ihe^overnment  of  iia 
Teriitones,  piovea  that  theae  Territories  were  at 
that  moment  under  consideration.  In  addiiion 
to  thete  reasons  for  helieviag  that  the  fratners  of 
the  Consiitniion  had  do  idea  of  forming  new 
States,  beyond  (he  limits  of  the  United  Slates, 
those  who  weie^oppoKd  to  the  admission  of  Or- 
leans as  a  Slate  contended  that  tbe  history  of 
tbe  United  Stales, proves  thai  the  power  to 
new  States  and  admit  them  into  tbe  Unioi 
intended  to  be  confined  to  new  Slates  wiihi 
limits  of  the  United  States,  at  ihe  formation  of 
the  Constitution,  and  that  a  different  conatri 
tiou  would  disparage  the  rights  of  the  origii 
Slates,  and,  of  course^  be  a  violation  of  the  Ci 
■tituticm.  What  reply  did  the  majority  of  Ci 
gress  give  to  this  train  of  reawning  7  They  said 
that  the  right  to  admit  new  States  c 
subject  to  any  other  limitations  or  re 
than  those  which  are  aootained  in  t^e  eUiise 
whicb  gives  the  right,  and  as  there  is  no 
tioa  upon  tbe  right  to  erect  new  Stales  without 
the  then  limits  of  the  United  States,  Congress 
have  an  unlimited  tight  to  erect  and  admit  utera 
into  tbe  UoioQ.  Let  us  apply  tbe  same  rule  of 
consiriictioD  to  the  restrictioa  of  the  right  of  the 
Sutea  to  eiait  bills  of  eredit.  The  ie«triclioit  is 
ageaeittl  one;  it  has  no  exceptions;  aad  every 
attempt  to  make  exceptions  ought  tg  be  repelled 
by  the  answer  which  was  given  to  those  who 
opposed  ihe  right  of  Congress  to  admit  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Orleans  into  the  Unionaia  Stale.  The 
coostrucuon  I  have  contended  fat  gaios  addi- 
tiooal  weight  when,  we  coosider  the  restriclioo 
which  immediately  precedes  that  nnder  aoeaid- 
eratioo.  Ha  Stale  (hall  coin  money,  emit  bills 
of  credit,  dec.  Bills  of  credit  ar«  hut  the  repre- 
seolatives  of  money.    Tbe  Coaatitutioa  gives 

CoDgr«M  tbe  tight  10  eoin  npoey,  and  to  tegvlau 


its  latue.  It  takes  from  tbe  8lM«s  the  rig^  to 
coin  money  and  to  emit  bills  of  eredit.  Why 
give  to  Congress  the  right  to  eoia  money  and 
/Kgolate  its  value  1  Becaasa  the  tBlerest  of  the 
nation  requires  ihat  ibe  current  coin  of  the  na- 
tion should  be  uniform  both  as  to  its  apecies  and 
value.  If  this  is  the  true  reason  why  the  right 
of  oaining  money  and  fixing  ita  valae  was  given 
lo  CoD^rasi,  does  not.  the  right  to  issue  that 
which  is  to  be  the  repj^sentalive  of  this  coini 
which,  in  fact,  is  la  Usurp  its  plaee ;  which  is  to 
be  the  real  aurrency  of  the  nation,  necessarily  be- 
long to  Congress?  Does  not  the  right  to  create 
a  bank,  which  shall  issue  this  representative  of 
money,  come  withia  the  same  reaaen  1  I  ihiok  il 

My  friend  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Clat)  eon- 
tends  that  Ihe  right  to  create  a  bank  will  pron 
desiiuctivs  to  the  righls  of  Ihe  Stales,  becanea 
if  Congress  eao  ioeorporatea  bank,  it  may,  under 
pretext  or  other,  create  other  corperationa 
uthorize  them  lo  hold  real  and  peraooal  es- 
tate, which  shall  be  exempt  from  Ihe  right  of 
UxalioQ  by  the  States.  That  if  thia  is  admitted; 
and  he  believes  it  generally  is  admiiied,  that  the 
Siatas  Gaoaoi  tax  bank  stock,  in  this  way  th« 
Staler  may  be  deprived  of  the  power  of  taxaiioo. 
Sir,  I  am  one  of  iha»e  who  do  not  admit  the  fact. 
[Mr.  Clay  said  that  he  did  not  admit  it  neither, 
tboDgh  he  had  underaiood  that  the  baok  held  that 
doctciae.]  I  am  extremely  glad  that  we  think 
alike,  ai  least  upoii  this  cotUieral  point.  Tb« 
right  of  ibe  States  to  impose  taxes  is  nnlimiied 
by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States;  they, 
therefore,  can  tax  every  species  of  property  which 
is  within  their  legislative  jurisdictioe.  The  ua- 
limiied  power  of  the  States  to  impose  taxea  is,  in 
all  probability,  ibe  Irue  cause  of  giving  lo  Con- 
gress ibe  power  of  exclusive  legislatioo  over  all 
places  which  should  be  selected  for  the  ereetiao 
of  forts,  magaEioes,  arsenals,  and  dock-yards,  be- 
cause public  property  10  a  great  amount  would 
necessarily  be  collected  in  theae  places  ;  and  Uit 
for  the  vesting  the  tight  of  legislation  in  Coo- 
gress  to  the  exclusion  of  the  States,  all  (his  prop- 
erly would  have  been  subject  to  taxation,  whieh 
would  have  produeed  great  embarrassment.  It 
has  been  .taio,  not  indeed  upon  ibis  floor,  but  by 
men  for  whose  opinions  I  entertain  a  very  high 
respeot,  thai  tbe  right  of  the  States  to  tax  bank 
stock  is  incooetstent  with  the  right  of  Congresa 
to  create  a  bank.  That  the  tight  of  laxaiion  d«- 
stroys  the  right  to  create,  because  the  States,  by 
immoderate  taxation,  could  drive  the  beak  out  of 
their  limits.  All  argumenls  drawn  from  the 
abuse  of  a  right  ou^ht  to  be  received  with  greal 
caution ;  but,  if  it  is  entitled  to  any  weight  Ik 
this  case,  il  equally  proves  the  uaeoastiiuiiunality 
of  the  State  banks,  because  Ihe  right  of  Congress 
to  iMf  and  collect  taxes  is  subject  to  but  two  re- 
strictions; that  ihey  shall  be  uniform,  and  that 
direct  taxes  shall  be  according  to  the  represeata- 
tiaa.  Suppose  Congress  was  under  a  necessiij 
of  raising  jlO,(K)O.QOO  by  direct  tax,  the  whole,  or 
nearly  (tie  whola,'of  this  sum  might  be  imposed 
:upDQ  Unk  sto«k,aKd  by  tbat. means  the  StaM 
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lanln  toiitir  dnirored.  The  ailroeaiCB  of  ihh 
docirioe  are  alio  adTocatei  for  State  banks.  If 
the  mbt  of  taxation  b;  the  Statei  nrovee  the  dn- 
eoD3littilioDalitroflheB«Dk  of  the  United  BiatM, 
the  rii^ht  of  CoDgreM  to  laz  equallv  proTcs  the 
uDeooiiitDiioDaliiy  of  the  Stale  baalta. 

To  the  ferrid  imagiMtioii  of  roy  frietid  from 
KnitDckf ,  (Mr.  Cl^t,)  this  power  to  create  a 
bank  aHieara  to  be  more  terrific  than  was  the 
lever  of  Archiro»d«s  to  the  frighivn^d  imagiDa- 
lioD  of  the  Romans,  when  thejr  beheld  their  gil- 
lie* suddenljr  lifted  ap  and  whirled  aboni  in  the 
air,  and  in  •  iDomeot  plunged  into  ibetMuoin  of 
the  ocean.  Are  these  appreheniions  founded  in 
fMutoD,  or  are  tbey  the  eliimeras  of  a  fervid  and 
perturbed  imagination  7  What  limitation  doea 
the  CoDBtitDiioa  contain  upon  the  power  to  lay 
and  collect  taxes,  imnosts.  dutien,  and  eiciseat 
NoDB  but  that  they  snail  be  uniform;  which  is 
no  limitation  of  ibe  amount  which  they  can  lay 
aad  collect.  Whtt  limitation  does  ii  cootiin 
upon  the  power  to  raise  and  snpport  armies? 
none  other  than  that  appropriations  shall  not  be 
made  for  a  lon^r  term  than  two  yean.  What 
reatrielioo  is  to  be  fannd  in  it  upon'  the  right  to 
proiTide  and  maintaio  a  nary?  None.  What 
upon  the  right  to  declare  wsr  and  make  peace  1 
none,  Dune.  Thn*  the  Constitution  gives  to 
the  OoTeromeot  of  the  United  Stales  nnlimited 
power  oTcr  your  pu wet— unlimited  ^wer  to  raise 
armies  sod  provide  navies—iinlimited  power  to 
make  war  and  peace,  and  you  are  alarmed  ;  you 
■re  terriSed  at  the  power  to  create  a  bank  to  aid 
it  )D  the  roanagemeDt  of  its  fiscal  operations. 
Sir,  nothing  short  of  my  most  profound  respect 
fbr  honorable  sentlemeD,  who  have  frightened 
themselves  with  this  bugbesr,  could  induce  me 
to  treat  ibe  subject  seriouily.  Gentlemen  have 
said  that  they  are  alarmed  at  the  exercise  of  this 
power,  atfd  1  am  bound  to  believe  them.  Sir, 
after  giving  CoDgreM  the  right  to  make  war  and 
peace ;  the  right  to  impose  taxes,  imposts,  duties, 
and  excise*,  ad  Ubilum;  the  right  to  raise  and 
rapport  armies  without  restriction  bs  to  number 
or  term  of  service;  the  right  to  provide  and  main- 
lain  a  navy  without  a  limitaiioc,  I  cannot  bring 
myself  te  tremble  at  the  exercise  of  a  power  in- 
cioeutal  to  only  one  of  these  tremeodoos  grants 
of  power.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr. 
Clat)  contends  that  we  have  attempted  to  give 
a  degree  of  weight  and  force  to  what  we  are 
pleawrd  to'  call  precedents,  to  which  they  would 
not  be  entitled  in  those  tribnnals  from  which  we 
derlveallof  our  ideas  of  precedents.  1  am  happy 
to  find  that  ray  friend  from  Virginia  f  Mr.  Gii.es) 
agrees  with  me  in  opinion  upon  inis  subject. 
Todeed  the  principal  difference  between  thsi  gen- 
tleman and  myself  is  nonfined  to  the  question  of 
expedience.  He  thinks  that  the  coostrueiioo 
which  has  been  given  to  the  Coastitntion  ought 
to  be  considered  as  conclusive  i  and  that  great 
iDConrenience  wilt  be  produced  by  ansetilins 
what  ought  to  be  considered  as  finally  settled  and 
■diudged. 

1  agree,  also,  with  the  gentleman  from  Ken> 
Mwky,  that  a  imcedent,  to  have  weigtl,  mu*t  be 


in  point;  that  the  issue  upon  which  the  deciaion 
Is  made  must  be  the  same  as  that  in  which  it  is 
adduced  as  anthoriiy.  To  this  I  most  heartily 
agree,  snd  will  rely  upon  it,  to  show  that  the 
cases  which  we  urged  as  precedents  are  eatiiled 
to  the  greatest  weight.  Id  all  cases  between  in- 
dividuals, they  are  supposed  to  understand  their 
own  interests  and  tbeir  own  cases.  The  plaintiff 
is  loppoted  to  understand  the  point  upon  which 
the  decision  of  his  case  must  depend.  The  de- 
fendant is  supposed  to  nnderstand  the  ground  of 
his  defence.  They  make  up  an  issue,  either  of 
fact  or  of  law.  It  is  this  issge  which  is  to  be 
Hried.  Any  detslaration  or  expression  of  the  judge 
which  is  not  confined  to  the  issue,  is,  of  course, 
entitled  to  nfl  weight.  Well,  sir,  what  is  the  na- 
ture 6f  the  precedents  upon  which  we  rely  1  1st. 
That  a  republican  Congress,  in  the  year  1W<, 
passed  ■  law  extending  the  operations  of  this  no- 
constitutional  institution,  as  they  cob  tend,  into 
territories  to  which  they  had  no  right  to  extend 
them  by  their  charter.  In  the  year  1B07,  tbey 
passed  a  law  punishing  the  forging  of  their  bills. 
No-W,  sir,  my  friend  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Ai»- 
dbbbdn)  says,  ibai  those  who  passed  the  bank 
bill  were  afraid  to  ventnre  that  far ;  they  were 
afraid  to  pass  a  law  to  punish  the  eounterfeiiing 
of  their  bills ;  but,  in  the  year  1796,  in  the  pleni- 
ittde  of  federal  domination,  they  passed  a  law  to 
punish  eounlerfeitingthe  bills  of  the  bank.  It  it 
certainly  tme,  that  the  Federal  pany  did  pass 
this  bill  in  that  year,  bot  it  is  equally  true,  that 
the  Republican  party  in  the  {denilude  of  their 
poverdid  passa  bill  of  the  same  kind  in  the  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  seven.  Well,  tir,  what  is 
the  issue  which  is  tendered  in  the  passage  of 
every  bill  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
First,  that  the  CAnstiiDiion  gives  them  the  right 
to  pass  the  bill ;  and,  second,  that  it  is  expedteaL 
Thefirst,  sir  isihe  most  imparlant  issue,  made 
up  between  the  National  Legislature  and  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,  in  passing  bills  by  which 
their  rights  are  to  be  protected  or  violated.  How, 
then,  are  we  told  that  these  laws  passed  auft  tt- 
^(10 — that  the  Con?  i  it  u  (ion  a  I  right  of  Congress 
to  pass  hoch  a  law  never  was  discussed,  or  even 
thought  ofl  Sir,  suppose  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  bsd  constituted  me  his  attorney  to  do 
a  particular  act  for  him,  and  I  had  performed  an 
act  nnder  that  power  which  had  no  connexion 
with  the  one  which  he  had  authorized  me  to  per- 
form, and  when  charged  with  this  violation  of 
my  trust,  I  should  gravely  say,  really  1  never 
examined  the  power,  but  look  it  for  granted  that 
I  had  the  right— that,  in  fact,  I  had  doae  it  tub 
nfenfio-^what  would  my  friend  from  Kentucky 
say  to  such  a  reply?  But,  suppose  I  bad  taken 
an  oath  to  discharge  the  trust  with  fidelity  and 
skill,  and  that  I  would,  in  all  things  touching  the 
trust,  confine  myself  to  the  power  delisted  to 
me.  Suppose,  I  say,  under  these  circumstances, 
I  shonid  violate  this  trust — shonld  iranaeend  the 
authority  given,  and  perform  ao  act  clearly  not 
delegaiMlT  What  would  the  gentleman  say  lo 
me  when  I  gravely  told  bim,  that  I  bad  not  par- 
ticolarly  examined  Uk  autbotity  tudp  which  I 
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MUd,  ihat  I  bad  dcWB  it  nA  tUmtw  J  Sir,  ihia 
waf  of  dispositig  of  thcM  formal  rolualar;  aet* 
of  ibe  Qoyerament,  taDcliooing  tha  legalilf  and 
eoDstitDtisnality  of  tba  bank  obsriw,  will  not  be 
accepted.  -  Some  more  bappr  expedient  miut  be 
deriaed.  But,  lir,  we  are  told,  tiiat  beeaaae  tbe 
ConUitatioa  eoDtaios  wilhiD  itself  the  piineiplet 
of  amendment,  that  If  aDV  doubti  ciiited  oo  this 
inbjeci,  it  ooght  to  have  been  ameoded.  Wfacn- 
erer  the  Stale*  have  CDDeeived  tbeir  ti^bts  to 
bare  been  affected  by  any  conatraelioD  whieb 
baa  been  girea  to  the  ConatitDiioa,  tbey  bare 
sbowa  tbht  the;  know  bow  to  obtain  relief. 
Wben  tbe  Soprciae  Coart  of  the  United  Stttes 
mdertook  to  aopport  ibe  doctrine  that  an  indi- 
Tidnal  could  sne  a  Stale,  they  did  not  iMiItate  to 
interfere,  and  tha  Conalitotion  wai  amended. 
Wben  an  embargo  waa  laid,  in  the  year  1807, 
ihoK  Stales  who  were  most  ioimieal  to  that 
meaaore  did  not  hesitate  to  offer  an  amandnient 
to  tlie  Conslilnijon,  WbencTer  a  eomlraeiion 
is  giren  to  tbe  Cooatitoiioa  ^br  a  legitimate  and 
competent  autboHljr,  those  wbo  ate  pppoied  to 
that  X oast rnelioD  oncht  to  oropoM  anMndmeni*, 
and  not  those  who  ar»  aaiisfied  with  it.  If  ibe 
eonatraetion  gireo  to  the  Coaiiituiion  by  tbe 
creation  of  tbe  bank  was  Ibsnghl  by  tbe  Repub- 
lican party  lo  be  Tieioos,  ihen  indeed  hare  they 
been  guilty  of  the  grossest  act  of  ogligence.  It 
was  in  ibci;  power,  and  most  Bisuredly  it  was 
their  daiy  lo  have  amended  the  Constitution, 
either  by  expressly  giriog  or  lakiog  away  the 
power.  It  was  tbeir  duty  to  hare  seated  the 
question  forerer.  Suppose,  sir,  you  now  decide 
that  it  is  u  neon  lit  I Q  lion  al  for  Coogress  to  ineor- 
porate  a  bank ;  this  will  not  settle  the  Constitu- 
tional qneMion.  It  will  unaettle  and  render  do- 
ceriaJD  wliat  has  been  settled  for  twenty  years. 
Yon  tay  you  bare  not  ihe  right  to  ineorpofste  a 
bank.  Ten  years  beoee  other  men  will  come 
into  power,  and  say  they  bare  the  righi,  Bod  will 
exercise  that  right  for  twenty  yean.  The  bank 
will  then  hare  been  CoDslitaliDnal  for  tweotv 
years,  DDConstitaiioDal  fbr  ten  years,  and  Coasti- 
lutional  for  tweoty  more.  Are  we  to  go  on  in 
this  QBtettled,  mfsemUe,  haltiog  manner  7  Qod 
forbid  1  Bir,  1  bare  closed  the  obserrations  wbicb 
I  thought  It  my  duty  to  make  in  reply  lo  the 
comments  which  bare  been  made  upon  the  re- 
marke  wbicb  I  had  prerioQsly  submitted  to  tbe 
consideration  of  this  honorable  body.  If,  sir,  I 
preferred  my  political  standing  inthe  State  which 
1  iiare  the  honor  to  represent  (tad,  sir,  I  do  not 
profess  to  hare  any  out  of  ii)  to  the  ^blic  wel- 
fare, 1  shotild  rejoice  at  the  snccesi  of  the  motion 
which  hai  been  made  by  the  hooorable  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  (Mr.  ANnEBBoii.)  But,  sir,  as  I 
beliere  the  public  welfare  inBaitely  mote  Impor- 
tant than  any  fleeting  popularliy  which  an  indi- 
ridiial  like  myself  oaa  expect  to  eoioy,  I  shall 
most  sincerely  regret  the  success  of  that  motion. 
Sir,  I  hare  nid  but  liitle  about  the  degree  of  dis- 
tress which  will  flow  from  tbe  dissolution  of  the 
tMuk,  because  I  bare  not  that  kind  of  eridenee 
which  would  enable  me  to  judge  of  it  with  any 
degree  of  Menacy.    Tbe  conmlsed  tfai*  of  tbe 


ioas;  ^  iaraieaae  losees  wUah 
our  eomraeree  ha*  sustained  by  the  operatioo  of 
tbe  decree*  and  orders  of  tbe  tyraots  of  the  land 
and  tbe  oecan,  imperinogly  admonish  us  to  be- 
ware of  making  untried  attd  dangerous  experi< 
ments.  By  snpportitig  this  iDscitution,  ibe  tol~ 
leriog  credit  of  the  commercial  class  of  yonr  citi- 
zens may  be  opheld,  until  the  storm  shall  hare 
passed  orer.  Bv  orerluroing  this  great  moneyed 
luslituiioo  at  toe  present  crisis,  you  m^y  draw 
down  to  undistinguished  ruio  thousands  oif  your 
unfbrtuaale  and  uaoffendiog  fet low-citizen*. 

[We  bare  to  rograt  Am  amiaaian  af  two  speKhes 
in  theconnaof  tbepnosdini  debate,  wUeb  are  was^ 
iiV  to  make  it  pedaMly  CMaplete— dat  of  Mr.  WUl^ 
Mda,  tbe  townsas  of  wboaa  Toioa  raaderad  it  iwpMsl- 
bla  fin  tha  raportsr  to  fidJow  hon,  and  that  of  Mr.  An- 
daiMD,  the  copy  of  tha  lepoit  of  which  was  mislaid 
befora  it  wu  enmmittcd  lo  the  meas — both  s 
in  ^ipoaition  lo  tha  reDawsi  of  the  cbartar.] 

The  qoestion  was  then  taken  on  atriking  out 
the  first  section  of  the  bill,  (eqairalent  to  a  re- 
jection,) when  it  appeared  that  there  were  for  tbe 
motion  17,  against  it  17,  as  follows: 

Tais— Heisra.  Anderson,  Campbell,  Clar,  Cutta, 
Frsnklin,  iSaillard,  Qennan,  Giles,  Gregg,  Lsmbrrt, 
Leib,  MslheiTian,  R«ed,  Robinson,  Bmilh  of  Maryland, 
Whiteside,  and  Worthington. 

Nit«— MesCTB.  Bsjard,  Bradley,  Brent,  Champlin, 
Condtt,  Cranfbrd,  Duu,  Oilman,  Goodrich,  Haner, 
Lloyd,  Pickering,  Topa,  Smith  of  New  Yoik,  Tait, 
Taylor,  and  Tmiiar. 

The  Senate  being  equally  dirided,  it  became 
Ibe  duly  of  the  Vice  Prebioent  to  decide  ihe 
qaestion  by  his  rote;  preriously  lo  which  he 
made  the  following  observations: 

GiirTi.>BiR :  As  the  subject  on  which  I  am  eallad 
opon  to  decide  hu  eidted  great  sensibility,  I  most 
solicit  the  indulgenea  of  Ihe  Benate  while  I  briefly 
state  the  reasons  which  lofloence  my  judgment. 

Petmit  me  lo  obwrre,  that  Ihe  question  lo  be  de- 
cided does  Dot  depend  simply  upon  the  right  of  Con- 
establish  under  any  modification  a  bank,  but 
upon  thnr  power  to  establish  a  National  Bank,  *a 
contemplalecl  by  this  bill.  In  other  words,  can  thsy 
create  •  body  politie  and  corporate,  not  eonitttntlag  a 
vail  of  the  Oaremment,  nor  otherwise  reaponuMe  to. 
It  but  by  fbifcitUN  oT  charter,  and  bsetow  on  its  mem- 
bars  pnrileKas,  immDnities,  and  esemptiana  not  reoef> 
niaed  by  Ika  laws  of  tha  Stataa,  nor  eqojad  by  lb* 
ciliaens  ganerattyl  It  cannot  be  dooblod  bnt  thai 
Congreaa  nay  paas  all  netussiy  and  proper  law*  te 
-'-ig  into  eieeutioa  the  pawenspedGoallfgnntad 
OararBnen^  at  to  any  department  or  offioar 
thereof:  but,  in  doing  so,  ihe  means  must  be  suited 
and  subordinate  to  tha  end.  The  power  to  ereata  eoi> 
lions  is  not  expressly  granted  j  it  is  a  high  attri- 
of  sorereignty  and  in  its  nature  not  accessorial 
or  darivattTe  by  implication,  bot  pTimsi^  and  indo- 
pendent.        ' 

beliere  that  thii  iDlerpretalion  of  the  Con- 
II,  in  any  degree,  defeat  the  pnrposoa  fire 
which  it  was  fbnued.  Oo  the  contrary,  it  doee  'PP^' 
1  ma,  that  the  opposite  eipoaitian  has  »n  ioBTitabla 
mdann  to  cansDlidstioD,  and  sffiirds  just  and  setiona 

In  tha  eowse  of  a  long  lift  I  hare  fMmd  ikatfioiv~- 
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•nwMDl  !■  not  to  be  ttnngthMMd  hj  an  MmupBoo 
of  dunblTul  powmt,  bnt  b;  •  wiM  and  Miugatie  exMn- 
tion  «f  IhoM  which  are  inaontolalile ;  the  bnaar  iie««r 
fkiU  to  proilucs  iDipicioii  and  dialmat,  while  the  lattar 
ioapiru  rwpact  and  confidexica. 

If,  boiteTel,  aftar  a  fair  eipaiiment,  the  punen 
Teated  In  Ihe  GoTenimaDt  iball  be  found  incompetent 
to  ths  ■[(■inmeni  of  tha  objects  for  which  it  waa  inati- 
tnled,  the  Coaatitution  happilj  funuahea  the  means 
for  ramedjing  the  evil  b;  amendment,  anil  I  ha*e  no 
doabt  that  iD  ancb  event  on  an  appeal  lo  the  patriot- 
hm  and  good  aenae  of  tbooicnniviiitjitwill  be  wisely 
applied. 

1  will  not  treapaaa  npon  the  patienee  of  the  Senate 
•■;  tonget  than  to  eay,  &4n  As  bert  auimiaKiaa  I 
hare  bMB  able  to  give  the  snbjact,  I  am  ooaiinined 
bj  «  setiaa  of  du^  to  daeida  in  the  affjiwatira  that 
ie,  that  the  fint  asolion  of  the  bill  ba  attickMa  oat. 

THDBaDAv,  February  21. 

A  mesaage  rrom  the  House  of  RepreuQlativei 

iDformed  the  Seaate  tbit  the  Houaa  have  passed 

»  bill,  CDtiileJ  "An  act  to  erect  ■  Jighi-bouse  on 

Booit  island,  ia  ibe  State  or  Mauachuieits,  to 


oIiDa,  and  to  place  buoj's  at  the  entrance  of  the 
barbor  of  Edgartown,  and  to  erect  a  coLumn  of 
■tone  OB  Cape  Elizabeth,  in  the  State  of  Masaa- 
chuseiis ;"  in  which  Ihef  desire  the  concurreace 
(^  tbtr  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurreace  Waa 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  rfading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  amend  and  coniinue  in  force 
■D  act,  entitled  "An  actio  incorporate  the  aub- 
■cribers  tq  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,"  passed 
on  the  35tb  day  «f  February,  1791. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Leib, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  postponed  to  the  flrsi  Mon- 
day in  Deeembar  next. 

The  Seaate  resumed,  at  in  CommLltee  of  the 
Whole  the  bill  to  extend  the  right  of  luff'ragE  in 
the  Indiana  Territory,  and  for  otaerpurpoaes;  and 
ihe  bill  baTing  been  ameodedpthe  Psesideht  re- 
ported it  la  the  Hoos«  accordjngly. 

On  the  queatioD,  Shall  tbia  bill  b«  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  awcndad  1  it  wm  deier- 
niued  ia  the  affirmatlTe. 

The  Seftale  mumed,  as  to  C«m>iittea  of  th« 
Whole,  the  bill  to  aoiborize  the  psymrat  of  cer- 
tain eertiftcates,  credits,  and  penBioos,  and  A>r 
oiher  purposes;  anil,  on  moiioD,  it  was  a^ed 
that  it  be  made  the  c«dcr  of  the  day  for  (o-mor. 
tvtr. 

The  Senate  resnmed,  as  in  Committee  of  Ibe 
Whole,  the  bill  In  iddiiion  to  Ihe  act  to  regulate 
the  laying  out  and  making  a  road  from  Cutnber- 
land,  tn  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  (he  Slate  of 
Ohio;  and  the  bill  having  been  amended,  the 
PaEaiDEKT  reporied  it  to  ibe  House  accordingly. 

Oa  the  quesiioD,  Shall  ibis  bill  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  1  it  was  deter- 
mined ia  the  affitmatiTe. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
■  WboU,  Ihe  bUl, eali tied" A«tptt»a<tlbMi2e  the 


election  of  sh«ri&  fa  the  Indiana  Terrilory,"  to- 
gcther  with  the  aajeodmcut  reported  thereio  l^ 
the  select  committee. 

On  motiau,  it  was  agreed  that  the  further  «od- 
aideivtion  thereof  be  poatponed  until  to  morrov. 

The  Seuaie  resumed  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whtrfe.  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  set  eatablisliing 
navy  hoipiials." 

Ordered,  That  it  p«s«  to  ibe  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resnroed,  as  Id  Committes  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  for  the  relief  of 
Peter  Audrain ;"  and, 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  the  third  reading:. 

Mr.  Shitb,  of  Maryland,  gave  notiee  that  to- 
morrow  he  should  ask  leare  to  bring  tft  a  Mil  to 
repeal  the  tenth  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "  Aa 
•el  to  ineorpOTate  the  sabicribera  to  the  Bank  of 
the  United  Blate* )"  and  to  repeal  the  third  sec- 
tion of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  snpplemeoury 
to  Ihe  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  eatabliali  the  eoa- 
peQsation  of  the  officers  employed  in  the  eollee- 
tlon  of  Ihe  duties  on  impost  and  tonnage,'  pused 
lOlb  May,  1800." 

Mr.  BnAOLiT,  from  the  eammiUH  to  whan 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  in  addi- 
tian  to  the  act, entitled  '-AnaeleoneemiDgCoa- 
suls,'  and  for  the  further  prolectioD  of  Araeriean 
seamen,^'  reported  it  amended;  and  the  knend- 
menl  was  eoosidered  and  agreed  to,  aa  in  Cob- 
mltiee  of  the  whole;  and  the  PsSBiDsitT report- 
ed the  bill  lb  the  Hotiae  aecordio^lv. 

On  the  qnesiioB,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  the 
third  time  as  amended?  it  was  determined  is 
ihe  affirmatire. 

Ur.  Oerre  gire   notii 
ahonld  ask  leave  to  bring 

aet,  entitled  "An  aet  provioiag  lor  toe  noai  ao* 
jusunent  of  claim*  toundm  and  fbr  tkesaleof 
the  puUie  lands,  in  the  Territories  «f  Orleau 
and  Louisiana." 

Frioat,  February  22. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  aet  to  erect  a  light- 
house on  Boon  island,  in  the  Slate  of  Maasachn- 
aetia,  to  place  buoys  off  Cape  Fear  river,  and  to 
erect  a  beaconal  New  Inlet,  in  the  Bute  of  North 
Osrolina,  and  lo  place  buoys  at  the  en  trance  of 
the  harbor  of  SUeariown,  and  lo  erect  a  colniaa 
of  stone  on  Cape  £  Ilea  beth,  in  the  State  of  H«*- 
aaehuaetis,"  was  read  the  second  line. 

Mr.  Lloto  presented  the  petition  of  Moaae 
Brown  and  others,  on  Ibe  sulyeei ;  which  vat 
read.  Whereupon,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Tnanna, 
the  bill  and  petition  was  referred  h)  a  select  cont- 
mitiee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Mesara. 
Lloyd,  Tdbner.  and  Cohoit,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

Mr.  HoasEv,  from  the  committee,  reported  Ite 
bill  lo  extend  the  right  of  suffrage  in  iha  Indiana 
Territory,  and  for  oiber  potposes,  eonecily  en- 
grossed ;  and  ihe  bill  was  read  the  third  tin*  ns 
amended,  and  passed. 

Mr.  HoBeET,ftom  the  coaunittee,  reported  the 
bill  in  addition  to  the  act  to  regulate  the  layinf 
itut  and  makiag  a  road  Inm  Cumbarland,  ia  the 
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State  of  Mnrrlud,  to  the  StMi  of  Okio,  eorrMllr 
eogroued;  aod  ibe  bill  was  read  the  ihiid  tina 
ai  imBtidai),  and  ib*  blank*  filled. 

Reaoiveit,  Tbat  ibi*  bill  ftat,  and  that  tks  title 
thereof  be  "  Ad  act  in  additian  to  tt>«  act  tn  itg- 
ulaie  the  laying  out  and  mafciof  a  road  from 
CnnibeTlaad,  in  the  Stale  of  Maryland,  lo  iha 
Bute  of  Ohii;-'' 

Ur.  HoitaaT,  froB  thacamwittee,  alto  reported 
the  amendment  to  Ibe  bill,  eolilled  "  An  set  in 
addition  lo  ibe  act,  entitled  'Aa  aot  concemwg 
Consuls  and  Vice  ConanlSi'  and  for  tbe  fortbet 
protection  of  American  aeanef,"  oorrecUf  en- 
gtosMd  }  and  Ibe  bill  waa  read  the  tbird  time  as 

Aeaotoed,  Tint  tkia  bill  pu*  trilta  aa  amentt 

Tbe  bilk,  entitled  "An  act  eataUiihing  nary 
hospitals."  was  read*  tbe  third  time,  and  paased. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  tket  for-  the  relief  of 
Peter  Andrain,"  was  read  tba  third   time,  and 

Tbe  Senate  reaHtiied,  aa  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  authorize  the  payment  of  eer* 
taiB  certificate*,  credits,  and  pensions,  and  fpr 
other  purposes;  end,  on  motioa  by  Mr.  Amdek- 
aoN,  that  the  farther  eonsideration  thereof  be 
postponed  to  tbe  first  Monday  in  December  aezt, 
It  wa*  determined  in  tbe  n^alife — yeas  S,  nays 
17,  as  follows : 

YtAt — Mtmn,  Anitncm,  Bradley,  Franklin,  Qer- 
■an,  Oi«gKt  Lambert,  Siaith  of  New  York,  and 
Tamar. 

Nais — Messrs.  Campbell,  ClsT,  Coudit,  Crawfbrd, 
Cutts,DanB,GilDiBii,  Heiaey,  Lob,  Uojd.Pope,  Baed, 
Stnilh  of  Mujlsnd,  Tail,  Tajlor,  Whit«*id«,  and  Wor- 
thington. 

Agreeably  lo  notice,  Mr.  Ctrrra  laked  and  ob- 
laioM  leare  to  biing  in  ■  bill  to  amend  the  act, 
entitled  "  An  act  prof  iding  for  tbe  Qnal  adjust- 
ment of  claims  to  lands,  and  for  the  sale  of  tba 
Eiblic  lands,  in  the  Territories  of  Orleans  aod 
Duistaoa ;"  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
tbe  second  reading. 

Aneeabty  to  notice,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Marfland, 
asked  and  obtained  l^re  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  re- 
peal the  tenth  seoiioK  of  theact,  entitled  "An 
act  to  ineorpoiate  the  sabseiibera  to  tbe  Bank  of 
tha  Uaiied  Statas,"  and  to  repeal  tbe  third  sec- 
tion of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  suppleisentary 
to  the  ae^  entitUd  'Ad  act-to  eatablisb  the  oom- 
IMontion  Qf  the  officers  employed  in  the  eoUec- 
lioD  of  tbe  duties  on  impoet  and  tonnage,'  cussed 
10th  of  May,  1800  f  and  the  bill  was  lead,  1D4I 
paaced  to  ibe  aecond  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  aa  in  Comnittea  of  the 
Whole,  ike  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  auihoriia 
the  eleeiioB  of  stiertfis  in  the  ladiana  Territory ;" 
together  with  tbe  ameiKlmeDt  reported  thereto 
by  the  select  ooqiraitiee ;  and,  baving  agreed  lo 
the  amendmcat,  tbe  pRsaiDBirT  repotted  the  bill 
lo  fb«  Hotue  aeeordingly. .  . 

On  the  qaeetion,  S<un  thi*  Mil  be  read  a  third 
time  a*  smanded  i  il  was  detannined  in  the  af' 
flmtaiive. 

The  PaamnnrrcomiiHuiMMd  a  reponof  tha 


Seoretary  of  tbe  Navy  on  tbe  practical  use  of  the 
"iraedo,  or  subinaritie  ezploiion ;  and  the  report 

id  doenuMBls  therein  rererted  to  were  rend,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  laUe. 

The  VioK  PaesiotiiT  notified  the  Senate  that 
he  should  be  absent,  after  this  day,  for  tbe  k- 
mainder  of  the  session. 

8i.TUBD«T,  February  23. 

The  VicB  FansiDENT  beinc  abaeat,the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  PaEeiDKHT  jm 
tempore,  as  the  Censtitulioa  proride*;  and  tbe 
Hon.  John  Porn  wa*  aleoted. 

Tbe  credentials  of  the  Hen.  Josti  Tatlob, 
appotnieit  a  Scnatar  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
Stale  of  South  Carolina,  for  tbe  term  of  sii  yearly 
conHDeaoing  on  the  fourth  day  of  Maieh  next, 
were  read,  and  ordered  to.lie  on  file. 

Tbe  bill  to  repeal  the  tenth  eeotion  of  the  aet, 
entitled  "  An  act  to  incorporate  the  subscriber* 
to  tbe  Bank  of  tbe  Uoited  Sutes,"  and  the  third 
section  of  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  supplement- 
ary to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  eitabtish  tha 
eompeasatioQ  of  the  officers  employed  in  tbe 
eolleqiion  of  the  duties  on  impost  and  tonnage," 
was  read  tbe  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  se- 
lect commiiiee,  to  consider  aad  repoit  thareoa ; 
and  Meairs.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Fbamklim,  and 
Amdekson,  were  appointed  the  Committee. 

Tbe  till  to  amend  enact,  eniiiled  "An  aet  pro- 
riding  for  the  final  adjustment  of  claims  to  land*, 


■eeoad  time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
McoDsider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Bbad- 
LHT,  Cahpbbll,  and  FfiAitKLtR,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Breht,  tbat  the  memorial 
of  Richard  Bland  Lee,  on  tbe  subject  of  tbe  dam- 
ages be  bBSEuatiioed  from  the  troops  of  tbe  Uni- 
tei  States,  when  itaiiooed  at  Harper's  Ferry,  and 
otherwise,  together  with  tbe  accompanying  doc- 
uiaenU,  be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  fV^rj  it 
was  deierniined  in  ihn  aegatire. 

Th«  PaE8iDH.-iT  GoiuDuinicatad  a  repoit  of  the 
Seereury  for  t be- Department  of  Treasvry.  with 
a  statementoftbacmoloment*  of  the  officers  em-' 
ployed  in  tbe  aolleeiion  of  the  eastoms  fur  ihe- 
year  1810 1  wbtok  were  nad,  and  ordered  lo  lie 
OD  tbe  table. 

Mr.  Smiti,  of  Marrland,  from  the  eommittee 
to  whom  was  referred  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  cnublishiDz  tradins-bousea  with  the  lodiaa 
tribos,"  rtlported  the  bilTanMnded. 

Mt.  CoTTs,  from  tbe  committee,  reported  tbe 
ameadment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  au- 
IboriM  the  election  of  sheriffs  in  the  Indians  Ter- 


1,  by  Mr.  Giles,  that  it  be  postpoaed 
to  the  first  Monday  in  December  next,  tt  wes  de^ 
lermraed  in  tbe  o^atire — yeas  13,  nays  14,  as 
follows : 

Ysxs— MesMs.  Biadlej,  Brent,  CUr,  Gondii,  CHh% 
Ooodiieh,  Lloyd.  PickeiiBg,Pope,  Bnulbof  Now  Yoik. 
Tait,  Tajloit  sad  Tanue- 


id  by  Google 


861 


EI8T0BT  OF  COKfiBfiSS. 


S62 


Ifii»~'Hw«n.AndcinoD,Oapbdl,Frm^lia,aul- 
brd,  Geraaan,  Gretf,  Lambert,  L^,  MBtbMrwn, 
Bce<i,  Hobuuon,  Smitb  of  Mtrjltai,  WhiUaida,  tnd 
Wortbiagton. 

Od  the  qncaUou,  Sliill  tht»  bill  pui  1  it  ms 
deietmioed  is  the  Dcgatire— ynt  13,  nsys  14,  aa 
follows : 

Yxii — MeMn.  Andcnoa.OainpbcIl,  Franklin,  Oail- 
Urd,  GenDiD,Gtegg,  LainbBrt,l<eib,Mathewaon,Kob- 
inaoD,  Smith  irf  Maryland,  Whiteiidai  and  War- 
thington. 

Nat*— Mema.  Bradley,  Brent,  Ciaj,  Condit,  Oilea, 
Goodrich,  Llojd,  Pickering,  Pope,  Reed,  SiahL  of  Svm 
York,  Tail,  Taylor,  and  Toraer. 

A  mnaaae  from  ibe  Houm  of  RepreeeatitivM 
informed  ibe  Senate  tbat  ihe  bill  entitled  ■'Ad  act 
incoTporatiog  the  Proiestsnl  Epiacopal  Choreh, 
in  (he  town  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lambia,"  which  passed  the  two  Houses  of  Cod- 
>r«u,  and  was  pmeDtad  to  the  Preiidenc  of  the 
United  States  for  his  approbHiion  aad  lignatare, 
and  reiuroed  b]r  hiiu,  On  the  Slat  initanC,  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  ii(  which  House  it 
originated,  with  the'  following  objeciiona: 

*■  Because  Ae  bill  exceed*  the  righlfnl  aolhorily  to 
which  GoTernmsnU  are  limited  by  the  euential  dis- 
tinction between  ciTil  and  religion*  fanctiona,  and  Tio- 
latas,  in  paTtieulai,  the  article  of  the  ConstitaliaD  of 
the  United  State*,  whichdeetarei that  "CnngTeMaball 
make  no  law  reapecting  a  retigton*  eatsbliabBieQt." 
The  bill  enact*  into  and  establiabea  by  law  sundry 
role*  and  proceadingi  ralatiTc  purriy  to  the  orga 
tion  and  poli^r  of  the  church  incorporatod,  and 
pnhending  even  tba  electiMl  and  remoral  of  ■  nueia- 
ter  of  tbo  >ame;  so  that  no  change  could  be  made 
therein  by  the  particular  ioeielj,  or  by  the  general 
Cbnrch,  of  which  it  i*  a  meiobfr,  and  wboee  authoii^ 
Tbi*  particuUr  church,  Uuretbre,  would 
■  religjoiueitablishmeutby  law:  alegalbrce 
ana  sanction  being  given  to  certain  aiticlcs  in  it*  con- 
stitntioD  and  admintitnition.  Nor  can  itbe  coniidered 
that  the  article*  thna  oatsblished  are  to  be  taken  as  the 
deacriplire  criteHa  only  of  theoaiporaEoidcDtitj  of  the 
•oeiety ;  inaamueh  a*  tbu  identity  urntt  depend  on  other 
eharaclerislica ;  as  the  MffQbtkftts  estabUAied  axe  gen- 
erally uiMBMntlal  and  alteraUe,  according  to  the  prin- 
dple*  and  oaooa*  by  which  ehnrehe*  of  that  denomi- 
nation ^asn  theaMalve*;  and,  as  the  inyunctira*  and 
-  prriiibltioM  cMitained  in  th«  regulations  would  be  en- 
nroed  bv  the  penal  eonaaqnanee*  appUcable  U  a  riola- 
tion  of  them  according  to  the  local  law. 

*'  Bacanae  the  biU  vasts  in  the  said  ineorporatad 
dnrch  an  anthorit;  to  prvtide  ftar  the  somott  of  the 
poor,  and  the  educatioa  of  poorchildranociha  aani«i 
an  Buthorily  which,  beisg  altogether  anperaBons  if  the 
provision  i*  to  be  the  reanlt  of  inons  dtatj^,  wodU  be 
Bprecadent  Ar  giving  te  relifioiu*acie1iea,a*aB(^a 
legal  agency  in  carrying  into  eflact  apiiUie  anid  civil 
diUy." 

And  that,  upon  a  recoDsidsratioii  of  the  bill, 
two-thirds  of  the  Houae  of  RepreaentaiiTe*  riid 
not  agree  to  pasa  the  ntne. 

Mr.  CuTTa,  from  the  committee,  repotted  the 
bill  to  authorize  the  payment  of  certain  cerlii- 
ealea,  credits,  and  pension*,  and  for  other  pur- 
paees,"  correctly  eogrossed  ;  and,  on  motion,  by 
Mr.  Bsani,ET,  it  was  agreed  that  it  be  poelponcd 


to,  and  nude  the  ttrder  of  the  da;  for  Hondaf 
next. 

Mr.  QiLXB  Eobmiited  ibe  reaolutions  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  State  of  Virginia,  inttrae ting 
ibejr  SenstOTs,  and  reqtteating  their  Deii^tea,  to 
use  their  best  efforts  to  obtain  from  Congren  an 
act  anihorizing  the  cheers  and  aoldienof  the 
Virginia  line  on  Slate  establishment,  their  faeira 
or  asaigos,  to  locate  warranta  which  they  may 
bold  for  lands  giaated  for  militatr  aerricea,  on 
certain  waiie  and  UQippniptiated  landa  ;  which 
were  read,  and  laid  on  tne  table. 

The  Senate  rctnmed,  a*  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Colleetota  of 
the  ports  ofNarfoll[,Baliiinare,aDd  Philadelphia; 
and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Reed,  the  consideration 
thereof  was  further  postponed  until  Monday  nest. 

Mr.  Leib  submitted  the  folloning  motion  for 
consideration : 

JUtoietd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  pay,  onl 

of  the  eontingent  fund,  the  ram  of doUu*  ta 

Henry  Miller,  William  Firitbnm,  and  Tobiaa  Wnp- 
■on,  eadi,  for  extra  serriee*  dmbig  the  prtaent  aea- 

Mr.  Gbeoo,  from  the  committee  lo  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  4lh  insCBOl,  ihe  memorial  of  the 
clergy  resideai  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  made 
a  report.  Wbereapoa  the  fiirfher  conai deration 
thereof  was  postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in 
December  next. 

Mr.  Bhadlet,  from  the  eommiiiee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  to  amend  «a  act,  raiitled 
'*  An  act  pcuriding  for  the  final  adjustment  of 
claims  to  lands,  and  for  the  sale  of  the  public 
lands,  is  the  Territories  of  Orleans  and  Louisi- 
ana, passed  on  the  Slsc  day  of  December,  1810," 
reported  it  amended  j  and  the  amendments  were 
considered  a*  in  Committee  of  Ihe  Whole,  and 
agreed  toby  unanimons consent;  and  the  Phes' 
iDENT  reported  the  bill  ta  the  Hoose  accord- 
ingly. ■ 

On  the  question^  Shall  this  bill  be  engrnssed, 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  7  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affii 


MoHDAT,  February  25. 
The  PsEsinBK-r  communicated  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  con- 
taining an  accouDt  of  ibe  expenses  of  the  national 
armorliea  at  SpringSeld  aad  Harper's  Perry,  ia> 
gether  with  a  return  of  the  arms  made  and  re- 

S aired  at  each  during  the  year  1810,  made  in  obe- 
ience  to  the  fifth  section  of  an  act.  entitled  "Ad 
act  to  provide  for  the  eteeting  ana  repairing  of 
arsenalijtnd  magazines,  and  for  other  ttorpcnea-," 
and  the  report  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  resolution  to  aaihoriie  the  €leci«ury  of 
the  Senate  to  pay,  out  of  Ihe  contingent  fund  of 
the  Senaiei  to  Henry  Miller  and  othera dol- 
lars each,  was  read  the  aeeood'time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the'  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  aeamen  of 
the  Dailed  Stales,  together  with  the  amendmenta 
reported  thereto' by  the  select  committee;  and, 
after  debate,  oi  moii^of  Ui,  Llotv,  the  further 
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eoDsiderKlioQ  ihereof  wai.  postpoaed  unlil  the 
next  ses»ioa  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Leib  presenled  tbe  memorial  of  the  stock- 
holders of  the  Bank  of  the  Uaiied  States,  pray- 
ing an  ezteDsion  of  their  charier,  to  far  as  to  eo- 
able  ibem  to  settle  tfae  accounts  of  ibe  bank,  for 
reasons  thereio  stated ;  and  the  memorial  waa 
read,  sod  referred  to  a  sel«ct  commitiet,  la  eon- 
iiit  of  five  Diembers,  to  consider  and  report  there- 
ob;  and  Menrs.  Cur,  Fbahkuk,  Akdbbbon, 
IiBiB,andBATARi>,w«reappointed  the  comraitlce. 
Mr.  GiufiN,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bUl  to  amend  an  aot,  eBiillcd  "  Ad  act  providing 
for  tbe  final  «diDstinenl  of  alaiBs  to  lands,  and 
for  the  sale  of  tue  public  lauds  in  the  Terriioriea 
of  Orleans  and  LaDbJana.''  eorre«tlf  engroased; 
■Dd  the  bill  f*ai  read  tbe  thtrd  lime  as  amended. 
AeMfperf,  Thai  this  bill  pass,Kad  that  tht  title 
thereof  be  "Ad  act  proTidins  far  the  final  adinsi- 
aa«nt  of  claims  to  lands,  and  for  the  sale  of  the 
public  lands,  in  the  Territories  of  Orleans  aitd 


3  rfpeal  tbe  act  passed  for  thi 
same  purpose, 'and  approved  Pebroary  16,  1811." 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  preMoted  ibe  petition 
of  William  Lorman  and  others,  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  and  residents  in  the  city  of  Bal- 
timore, stating  that  they,  toother  with  several 
others,  resident  mercbanii  la  Philadelphia,  are 
■everally  owners  of  tba  ship  Fair  American  and 
her  cargo,  arrived  a  few  days  since  in  the  port  of 
Baltimore  rrom  CaUutia.and  that  the  said  csirgo 
is  refused  entry  by  the  Collector  of  the  Costoras, 
on  an  alleged  vlolaiion  pf  the  act,  entitled  "Ari 
■el  to  interdict  the  commercial  inlercourse  be- 
twceo  tbe  United  Stales  and  Ore«i  Britain  and 
Frknce,  «nd  their  dependencies,  and  for  other 
purposes i^  and  praying  relief!  for  reasons  slated 
ai  large  Jo  the  petition ;"  wbich  was  read,  and 
laid  on  the  table. 

Tbe  PBffToawd  biU  to  anthorize  the  payment 
of  eeriain  certiflcaiea,  credits,  and  peosiont,  and 
for  other  purposes,  was  read  tbe  third  time. 

Oa  tbe  question,  Sbnll  this  bill  pass  1  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  14,  nays  13, 
as  follows : 

TxAs—MciMn.  Bayard,  CUy,  Coodit,  Crawford, 
uibua,  Ooodridi,  Uoyd,  PklbeiiDg,  Pom,  Rwd, 
Smitli  of  UujlsAd,  Talt,  Ta*t«i,  and  WMthlngton. 

Kxtm  Uamn.  Anaerssn,  Bradle^r,  Cntta,  FmUin, 
Gennui,  OrSRg,  UubHt,  Uih,  Mathnrsan,  amilh  of 
New  YoA,  Turnn,  and  WbitMide. 

So  it  was  rcMlved  that  this  hill  pass,  and  that 
the  title  thereof  be  "An  act  to  authorize  the  pay- 
Bient  of  certain  eettiSeates,  credits,  and  pensions, 
and  for  other  purposes." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  eoUeeiois  of  the  ports  of 
Norfolk,BBltimore,and  Philadelphia,  was  recom- 
mitted to  a  select  committee,  further  to  consider 
and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Shitb  of  Maty- 
land,  BnADLBT,and  Mathewsom,  were  appointed 
tbe  committee. 

TcBBDAT,  February  26. 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  io  Committee  of  the 
Whole  the  hill,  eniilled  "An  act  tar  eitabli^hing 
nth  CoH.  3d  Ssss.— 19 
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trading  booses  with  the  iDdian  tribes,"  toother 
with  the  amendments  reportpd  thereto  by  tbe 
select  coramiiteB;  and,  having  agreed  to  the 
amendments  and  further  ameailed  the  bill,  the 
President  reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly. 
On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  1  it  was  determined  in  the  afSr- 

The  Senate  resumed  the  resolution  to  author- 
ize the  Secretary  of  tbe  Senate  to  pay,  out  of  the 
continseat  fund  of  the  Senate,  to  Heury  Miller 

and  others, dollars  for  extra  services  during 

tbe  preaem  session.  And  on  the  question,  ShaU 
this  resolution  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  1 

was  determined  in  tbe  affirmative. 

WEDHBaDAT,  Febrnary  87. 
Mr.  Cdttb,  from  tbe  committee,  r«ported  tbe 
amendments  to  the  bill,  entiiUd  "An  act  for  es- 
tablishing trading  bonscs  with  the  Indian  tribes," 
correeily  engrossed;  and  the  bill  was  read  the 
third  time  as  amended,  and  passed: 

Mr.  BRAni.Er  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
should  Bsk  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  Gi  the  time 
for  the  next  meeting  of  Congress. 

Tbe  resolution  sabmicted  on  the  23d  instant, 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed,  as  follows; 
Seiolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
of  the  coDliDgent  fund,  the  suin  of  firtv 
o  Henry  Miller  William  FishbufD,  and 
Tobias  Simpson,  each,  for  extra  services  during 
the  present  session. 
Mr.  Obe«o  submitted  the  following  motion: 
Rttohed,  That  the  Becretsry  of  (he  Senate  be  di- 
rected to  deliver  to  Csleb  flojle  the  porlrwu  of  the 
late  King  and  Queen  of  Prance,  which  were  some 
time,  since  kept  in  the  Senate  Chamber,  and  which  an 
how  in  one  of  the  oommittee  looms.to  be  kept  by  bin 
until  the  SeQata  direct  otherwise ;  taking,  at  the  time 
«f  delivery,  his  oHig«tian  to  return  them  when  de-  . 

Mr.  Lloti),  from  the  eommittce  to  whom  wa* 
referred  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  erect  a  light- 
Boon  islnod,  in  the  State  of  Massachti- 
settB,  to  place  buoys  off  Cape  Fear  river,  and  to 
erect  a  beacon  at  New  Inlet,  in  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,  and  to  place  buoys  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  harbor  of  Sdgartown,  and  to  erect 
aeolumn  of  stone  on  Cape  Blizabeth,  in  the  Stale 
of  Massaahueetts,"  reported  it  with  amendments ; ' 
which  were  read  and  oonsidered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  agreed  to ;  and  tbe  President 
reported  tbe  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shalt  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  1  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  BoRSBT,from  the  committee,  reported  the 
amendments  to  the  last  mentioned  bill  correctly 
engrossed,  and  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time  as 
amended,  by  ti o a nlmous  consent,  and  passed. 

Mr.  CRAwpoai>,  from  the  committee  to  whom 

Be  referred,  on  ihe  tOth  December,  so  much  of 
the  Message  of  the  President  of  tbe  United 
States  as  relate*  to  the  occupation  of  West  Fieri- 
da,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  President  of 
theUniled  States  to  accept  tbe  service  of  a  nnift- 
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apanies,  DOt  exceeding  6tty 
ine  bill  wu  r«ad,  and  paued 


bei  of  Tolanieer 
thouMnd  meo ;  i 
to  the  teeonJ  reading. 


Thvrbdat,  Febraarjr  28. 

The  Senate  reiumed  the  moiioD  sabmiiicd  ret- 
terday  reipectioff  the  portraits  of  the  late  King 
and  Uueen  of  Fraoce;  andj  on  the  queition  to 
agree  thereio,  it  was  deierrained  in  the  negatire. 

Mr.  Shitb,  of  Mirfland,  from  tbe  cooimiltee 
lo  whom  waa  referred,  on  the  27th  December, 
the  memoriBl  of  Thomaa  Corcoran,  and  other?, 
citizeoBof  Georgeiawn,  io  the  District  of  Colgm- 
fcis,  made  report.  Whereopon,  (he  comraitlee 
was  discharged  from  tbe  further  consideration  of 
the  aubjecL 

Mr.  Lb  IB,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  14ih  December,  Isjt,  the  report 
of  the  Secretirj  for  the  Department  of  War,  on 
the  diieiplineoi  the  militia  of  the  United  States, 
made  report.  Wberenpon,  the  committee  was 
dueharged  from  tbe  further  consideration  of  the 

Ordtrtd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  re- 
turn the  documenrs  aceompaayioK  tha  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  War  of  the  14ih  December  last, 
to  the  War  Office. 

Mr.  WoBTBiNOTOK  presented  the  memorial  of 
/oseph  Gordon,  and  others,  praying  an  alteration 
jn  the  laws  proTiding  for  the  sales  of  the  lands 
of  tbe  Unitea  States,  as  mentioned  in  the  memo- 
rial; which  was  read,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
WoBTBEMaTOK,  PopE,  and  6R&DI.ET,  the  com- 
mittee appointed  on  the  14ih  January  last. 

Mr.  Bbadley  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  altering  tbe  time  for  the  neji 
meeting  of  Congress;  and  the  hilt  was  read?  and' 
passed  lo  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  aothorizinit  tbe  Preaideoi  of  the  Dnt- 
ted  States  to  accept  the  lerTice  of  a  number  of 
Tolunieer  companies,  not  exceeding  fifty  thousand 
-wen,  was  read  the  seeond  time,  and  eonsidered 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.    And  on  the 

Sreatlon,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
ird  time?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes 
informed  [be  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  snpplementary  to  ihe  act, 
entided  <Ao  act  concerniagihe  commercial  in- 
terconrse  between  the  United  Slates  aad  Great 
Bticaio  and  France,  and  their  dependencies,  and 
for  other  purpoaen,"  in  which  they  desire  Ihe 
concarrenca  of  tbe  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Tbe  following  Message  was  received  from  tbe 
Pbebident  op  the  Uwited  States: 
To  the  Senate  and  Home  of 

RepruetUatiea  of  the  VnUed  Statu: 

I  transmit,  and  recommend  to  the  attention  at  Con- 
gTMi,  a  report  of  tba  Socretar;  of  Bute,  relative  to 
deficiendea  in  the  returoa  of  tbe  census. 

FaaaiFiBv  38, 1811.  IAMBS  MADISON. 

The  Meosage  and  report  were  read,  nnd  refer> 
Rd  10  a  aelect  committee,  lo  conaider  and  teport 


thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and  Messrs.  Writi- 
ami,  Tatlob,  and  Brbiit,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

Frioat,  March  1. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  snpplementary  to 
the  act,  entitled  'An  act  concerning  the  commet- 
eial  intercourse  between  the  United  Suteii  and 
Oreat  Britain  and  France,  and  their  dependea- 
ciet,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time;  and  on  motion  by  Mr.  Lloyb,  that  it 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  eoaaidcr 
and  report  thereDD,  it  was  determined  in  tha 
negative. 

Mr.GsaMAK  presen  ted  the  memorial  of  Tbom|>- 
son  and  Edgar,  and  others,  merchants  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  stating  thai  Ihey  are  owners  and 
consignees  of  property  to  the  value  of  not  le« 
than  one  million  and  a  half  of  dollars,  which  has 
arrived  in  that  port  itnee  the  Sd  of  February, 
and  that  tbe  collector  has  refused  to  permit  the 
said  property  to  be  entered  at  the  eustom-honse, 
on  an  alleged  violation  of  tbe  noniotereoorse 
laws;  wherefore  the  memorialists  praj  relief;  and 
the  memorial  was  read. 

Mr.  Corra.  from  the  committer  reported  tke 
bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United* 
Slates  to  accept  the  service  of  a  number  of  vol- 
unteer companiei^  not  exceeding  fif)*  thousand 
men,  correctly  Mgrossedj  and  the  bill  waa  read 
the  third  time. 

Retoloed,  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  "An  act  antbonziog  tbe  President  of 
the  United  States  to  accept  the  service  of  a  num- 
ber of  volunteer  companies,  not  exceeding  fifty 
thousand  men." 

The  bill  altering  the  time  for  the  next  meeting 
of  Congress  was  read  the  second  time.  And  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  Bbadlet.  to  fill  Ihe  Uaoks  with 
the  words  "ibird"  and  "May;"  so  that  the  meet- 
ing be  on  the  third  Monday  of  May  next,  it  wna 
determined  in  the  negatire— yeaa  10,  naya  17,  aa 
follows : 

Y>Ai — Messrs.  Bradley,  Condit,  Oeman,  Gregg, 
Lambart,  htib.  Reed,  Hobinson,  Tatt,  and  Wbiicnda. 

Nji.x>— MsMta.  Baysrd,  Campbdl,  Claj,  FrankM, 
GaiUsid,  Gilman,  Goodrich.  Honey,  Llt^^  Mathew- 
son,  Pickering,  Pope,  Smith  of  Maiyhnd,  Bmith  rf 
Now  York,  Taylor,  Turner,  sod  Woid>tngt»B. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tdrheb,  the  further  eon- 
sideratioQ  of  the  bill  was  postponed  lo  the  first 
Monday  in  December  oeit. 

The  credentials  of  Jbukin  WaiTEsms,  ap- 
poiated  a  SeoBtor  bribe  Legislature  of  the  Stale 
of  Tennessee,  for  tlie  terra  of  six  years,  com- 
mencing oa  the  fifth  day  of  this  moolh.  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  file. 

Mr.  Campbell  jfave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
should  ask  leave  lo  bring  in  a  bill  for  tbe  relief 
of  Richard  Tervio,  William  Coleman,  Edwin 
Lewis,  Samuel  Minns,  and  Joseph  Wilson,  in  the 
Minissippi  Territory. 

Tbe  following  motion,  by  Mr.  PicKBina,  waa 
submitted  for  consideration : 

at$ok«d.  That  the  injimatioK  of  aaemy  on  Ika 
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pajMif  eoBmniHutad  eooidratiairf  to  tb«  SanaU  in 
lh«  jfrt  1808  and  1806,  ralalWa  to  LoviiuiiB  tad 
WmI  Florida,  or  an;  put  tbemrf;  ao  hr  >■  aneh  p^ 
ftn  rmpact  the  tiUs  oi  eltiia  of  the  UnitMl  StalM  to 
ihon  TaitilanM,  Im,  uid  i<  henliy,  takwi  o£ 
COHHEKCIAL  INTEKCODKSE. 

The  bill,  eniitled  "Ad  act  tappi  emeu  tar  jr  to 
the  act,  entitled  'Ad  act  coocerDing  tbe  commer- 
dal  intercourse  belweeo  the  United  Stales  and 
Great  Britain  and  France,  and  their  dependen- 
cies, and  Tor  other  purposes,"  was  resumed  as  in 
Coniinittee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motioD,  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  to  amend  the  hill, 
by  adding,  at  the  end  of  the  first  section,  the  fol- 
lontD({  words : 

■'Not  shall  inj  merchsadlae  b*  liable  to  forftitare 
which  maj  be  imported  into  tha  United  Stales  from 
an;  port  of  Great  Britain  or  her  dependencies,  on  oi 
before  the  first  daj  of  Maj  next  ensuing ;  whLeh  mer- 


1  the  negatire — jreu  7, 


Ii  was  determined  ii 
nays  19,  nsrollowa: 

Yxas — Maasn.  Bavaid,  BniDaj,  Qoodrich,  Heiae;, 
Lloyd,  Kckering,  and  Reed. 

NxTa  —  Msseta.  Campbell,  Clay,  Gondii,  Cnlte, 
Franklin,  Oaillsid,  Qenoan,  Qihnan,  Gregg,  Lambert, 
Leib,  Pope,  ftobiiUon,  Satth  of  Uairland,  Bmith  of 
New  Torfc,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tanier,  and  Wotihifigton. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  PicEiaiHS,  to  strike  out  of 
section  two,  line  Sre,  the  followiag  words: 

"AnAaoch  proclamation  (ball  be  admitted  aa  en- 
bne«,end  no  other  eridenee  shall  be  admitted  of  inch 
reToeation  or  madifleation,  in  anj  auic  or  proiecDtion 
which  ma;  be  institnted  nnder  the  fonrth  section  of 
the  act  to  which  this  act  is  s  ■appleinent:" 

It  was  determined  in  tbe  ne^tive — yea*  7, 
nayi  31,  as  follows: 

Yi^a — Mesne.  Bayatd,  Bradley,  Ooodtieh,  Hoieey, 
Lkiyd,  Pickering,  and  Reed. 

Nats  — Messrs.  Brant,  Catnpbsll,  Olay,  Uondi^ 
Cutis,  FranUin,  GaiUanl,  Oeiman,  Oilman,  Gregg, 
Lambert,  Leib,  Mathewson,  Pope,  RtAinsoat,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tail,  Tajkir,  TnnMr, 
and  WorUungtoo. 

On  moiioD,  byMr.  Llotd,  to  add  to  the  end  of 
tbe  bill,  tbe  followinj  words: 

"  Nor  (be  procmda  of  shipmsnto  wholly  owned  by 
a  citiiea  or  atitena  of  the  United  Stales,  whkA  'Mf 
ueuta  bad  been  made  to  the  British  poseMSMM  in  the 
West  Indiea,  prior  to  tbe  eeeond  af  Fskrwiy  leal,  and 
tbe  praceede  whereof  mey  be  imported  into  the  United 
Statee  on  or  before  the  Bist  of  May  next  ensOing." 

It  was  determined  in  the  ne^iire — yeas  8, 
nays, 20,  as  follows: 

Teas— Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Goodrich,  Horsey, 
Ll^d,  Pickering,  Reed,  and  Turner. 

Nats — Mesers.  Campbell,  Clay,  Conilit,  Calls, 
Franklin,  Gaittaid,  German,  Gilmsn,  Qcegg,  Lam- 
bert, Leib,  Malhewson,  Pope,  Robinson,  Smith  of 
Marybnd,  Smith  of  New  York.  Tail,  Taylor,  Wbite» 
iide,Bnd  Worthiugton. 

On  motion,  by  Ur.  Batabd,  that  the  farther 
coMideruioB  sf  Ilia  bill  be  pMlpmwd  uaiil  to- 


morro*,  it  was  delenaincd  in  the  aegMire— yew 
9,  naya  19,  as  follows: 

YiAB — Meaara.  Bayard,  Bradley,  German,  Qoodiish, 
Horsey,  Leil^  Lloyd,  Pickering,  and  Reed. 

Nasi — Meesrs.  Brent,  Campbell,  Clay,  CondH, 
Ctitts,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Qilmao,  Lambert,  Malhew- 
son, Pope,  Robinaon,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of 
New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Whilcaide,  and 
Worlhington. 

On  the  gueaiion,  Shall  (his  bill  be  read  a  third 
Iime7  it  was  deiermined  in  the  affirmative- 
yeas  20,  nays  6,  as  follows: 

YiAi—Messrs.  Brent,  Campbell,  Clay,  Condit, 
Cntli,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  German,  Gilman,  Lambert. 
Mathewion,  Pope,  Robinson,  Smith  of  MarTlanJd, 
Smilh  of  New  York,  Tail,  Taylor,  Turner,  While* 
side,  and  Worthiagton. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bayard,  Qiadlej,  Goodtich,  Honey, 
Lloyd,  and  Pickering. 

The  Scoau  then  adjourned  to  six  o'clock  tUa 
erentng. 

FtiDAT  Btmihv,  6  o'ctocit 

A  meMim  from  (he  House  of  RepiesenlatiTca 
ioformed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hare  passed 
t  bill,  entitled  "An  act  auifaoriziag  a  loan  of 
money  for  a  sum  noi  exeeeding  fire  millions  tf 
dollars;"  a  bill,  eotitled  "An  act  aathorizing  the 
iiiniog  af  debentures  in  oertaia  eases;"  a  bill, 
eniiiled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Macnam- 
ara  ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  annex  a  part  of 
the  Siaie  of  New  Jersey  to  Ihe  collectioD  district 
of  New  Tork ;  to  remove  the  office  of  collectot 
of  Niagara  to  Lewision,  to  make  Cape  St.  Vin- 
cenl,  in  the  district  of  Sackett'ii  Harbor  a  port  of 
delivery,  and  out  ol  (he  disiriets  of  Miami  aod 
Mississippi  to  make  two  new  districts,  to  be  called 
the  diatncls  of  Sandusky  and  Teche,  and  for 
other  porpoeen;"  a  bill, entitled  "An  acldeclnriDe 
Ihe  consent'of  Congress  loan  act  of  the  Siaie  oT 
Qeorgia,  passed  tbe  twelfth  o(  December,  one 
thousaod  ei^ht  hundred  and  four,  'esiablishing 
(be  fees  of  ihe  harbor  master  and  health  officer 
of  ihe  ports  of  Savannah  and  Si.  Mary's ;"  and 
the  bill,  eolitted  "An  act  to  extend  the  time  for 
Gorapleiiag  ihe  third  census  or  enumeration  of 
the  inhabiiaDts  of  tbe  Untied  States;"  in  which 
bills  Ihey  desire  the  coocurrence  of  Ihe  Senate. 

The  bill  iastbrouarhi  up  for  concarrence  vras 
read,  and  passed  lo  the  second  readinff. 

Tbe  bill,  CDtitled  "An  act  authorizing  a  loan  of 
a  sum  of  money  not  exceeding  five  millions  of 
dollars,"  was  read  the  second  time  bf  unanimous 
consent,  and  referred  lo  a  select  commiiiee  (o 
consider  and  report  thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  Llotd, 
Fbahxlih,  ana  Smitb  of  Maryland,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  (o  extend  the  time 
for  completiof  tbe  third  census  or  enomeretion 
of  ibe  inhabitants  of  Ihe  United  Stales,"  was 
read  ihe  second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and, 
on  motion  by  Mr.  Worthinotor,  the  bill  was 
read  the  third  litne  by  unanimous  consent,  and  . 
passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  aei  declaring  the  con. 
sent  of  Congress  tu  an  act  of  tbe  Slate  of  (Geor- 
gia, passed  the  IJKh  of  December,  on*  thoa«a»«' 
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«igtil  bvndredand  fcur,  ettuMiabiM;  the  fees  of 
haibor  mtiter  and  health  offleer  of^tbe  porli  of 
BiVkniMti  aod'St.  Mary's,"  ^**  '"^  ^^^  Mcond 
time  hf  nDiDimauB  conteot,  and  refened  to  a 
•elect  cotnminpe  to  cooMder  and  report  ibereoo  : 
and  Messrs.  T^tT,  Lloyd,  and  fiiitTH  of  Mary- 
laoit,  were  appointed  ihe  committee. 

The  bill,  eniiiled  an  act  to  annex  a  part  of  the 
Slate  of  New  Jersey  to  the  collection  district  of 
TIew  Yorb  ;  to  remove  the  office  of  collector  of 
Niagara  to  Lewistpn ;  lo  make  Cape  St.  Vincent, 
IB  the  diitrict  of  Sacketi's  Harbor,  a  port  of  de- 
livery; and  oDt  of  the  districts  of  Miami  and 
Mississippi  to  make  two  new  districts,  to  be  call- 
ed ihe  diiirictB  of  Saodutky  and  Teche,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  was  read  the  second  time  by 
OAanimojs  consent,  and  referred  to  a  select  i 
miiiee,  to  consider  And  report  thereon ; 
Messrs.  Gebman,  Cosoit,  and  Boadley, 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Llotd,  from  the  committee  lo  wham  was 
leferred  ibe  bill,  entitled  "An  aci  aathoriziDg  a 
loap  of  monef  for  a  sum  not  exeetdiog  fire  mil- 
lions of  dollars,"  reported  ihe  bill  amended. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
Macnamara,"  waa  referred  lo  a  sdeci  commiitee 
lo  consider  and  report  theraDo ;  and  Messrs.  Tay- 
I.OK,  Brsdi^et,  and  Tdbrbr,  were  appointed  the 


Satobday,  March  2. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act autborizing  the  issu- 
ug  of  debentures  in  certain  cases,"  was  read  the 
aecood  time,  and  neferred  (o  a  select  coramiilee, 
to  consider  and  report  the  re  nn  ;  and  Messrs.  BnAi^ 
LBT,  Lsin,  and  Smith,  of  Maryland,  were  ap- 
pointed the  coramittee. 

Mr.  German,  from  the  committee  to  whoi 
waa  referred  ttie  bill,  eoiiiled  "An  aci  to  annex 
part  of  ibe  State  of  New  Jeraey  to  the  collection 
district  of  New  York;  to  remoTe  the  office  of 
oolleeiot  of  Niagara  lo  Lewiston  ;  to  make  Cape 
Si.  Vincent,  in  the  district  of  Sackett's  Harbor,  a 
port  or  delivery  ;  and  out  of  the  districts  of  Miami 
ud  MiMJstippi,  to  make  two  new  districts,  to  be 
called  the  disiricl*  of  SaDdusby  and  Teebe,  and 
for  other  purposes  j"  reported  it  wilhoni  amend- 
■Dent. 

Ob  motion,  by  Mr.  Bmith,  of  Maryland,  the 
hill  was  read  ibe  third  time  by  unanimous  eon- 
•OIL  and  passed. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  commiiiee  to  whom  waa 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  declaring  Ibe 
eottsent  of  Coogress  to  an  act  of  the  Slaie  of 
Georgia,  passed  the  twelfth  of  December,  on 
tboosand  eight  hundred  and  four,  'establisbing 
tlie  fees  of  the  harbor  masier  and  health  officer  of 
the  ports  of  Saraooah  and  St.  Mary'i,' "  reponed 
it  without  amendment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Marybnd,  the 
bill  was  read  the  third  lime,  by  UBanirooua  con- 
sent, and  passed. 

Tb«  Senate  resomed,  as. in  Commlllee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  '-An  act  auihoriiing  a 
Imo  of  money  for  a  suiu  not  exceeding  fi?e  mil- 


llona  of  dollars,"  locei bee  wiib  the  ■  

reported  thereto  by  tne  aelecl  eommiilee ;  aad  tlw 
ameadmeni  having  been  a(|Tesd  to,  the  Preaidaat 
reported  the  bill  (o  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  qaesilon,  Slwll  this  bill  be  read  a  Aivd 
time  as  amended?  it  was  detnnined  in  iheaffirm- 
aiive.  The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time  as 
amended,  by  nnanimous  conBeni,  and  passed. 

Mr,  Tavloh,  from  the  committee  lo  whom 
was  referred  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  John  Macnamara,"  rejMrted  it  with  an 
amendment,  which  was  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  ihe  Whole ;  and,  having  agreed  to  tbe 
amendment,  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  tliis  bill  be  read  the 
third  time  as  ametided  ?  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative.  The  hill  was  then  read  tbe  third 
time  as  amended,   by  nnanimous  consent,  and 

The  Senate  resumed  tbe  motion  made  jtatet- 
day  by  Mr.  Pigkgbii«g,  that  the  Mjunctioo  of 
secrecy  on  certain  papers,  comrannkaied  cmifi- 
dentially  to  the  Senile,  be  taken  off;  «ad,  oa 
motion  oy  Mr.  Bayard, 

Retolved,  That  ihe  injunction  of  teeney  be 
taken  off  in  reiaiioii  to  the  vote  of  the  S^ate  tbia 
day,  on  the  resolution  of  the  first  March,  ^ered 
by  Mr.  PioKKBina. 

On  the  qncstinn  to  asree  to  ihe  original  motioD, 
it  was  determined  in  Ine  nccative— yeas  S,  nays 
14,  as  follows: 

'  Vais— M«MN.  Bayard,  Goodrich,  Lloyd,  Pkkaring, 
Reed,  Smith  of  Nsw  York,  Taylor,  and  Tnrver. 

Nats— Messjs.  Andenon.  Coodit,  Cutis,  iSwUia, 
OaiUard,  Gregg,  Lambert,  Leib,  Pope,  RoUnaoa,  8Mth 
of  Uarjland,  Tait,  Whileuda,  aod  WorUtingtim. 

COMMERCIAL  INTERCOURSE. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  ivi^emeiiiary  to 
tbe  act,  entitled  'An  aet  concern  iog  ibecomoMT- 
eial  iaiereoniae  between  the  United  StaiM  aod 
Great  Britain  and  Fnmct.  aod  their  d^teadeih 
eies,  and  for  other  porposas^"  was  read  Ibe  lUrd 
time. 

Onraation,  by  Ml,  Braolit,  that  the  bill  be 
referred  to  a  select  conmitne,  for  the  jMrpeec  of 
iuaeriiflg  the  following  section  after  the  aec«ad 
section: 

"  And  be  it  fiirtitr  enaeiid,  Tb^  in  Oa  ePMl  of 

aopearing  le  the  ^swhat  af  tbe  United  Btatss  that 

>  aaeree*  of  Fra; 


■be  tlotted  States  from  and  aBet  tbs  seesBd  day  ef 
Febnaiy,  one  Ibsasand  aifht  hnadnd  and  elena,  the 
Pnstdent  of  the  Uaitsd  Stales  shall  deeism  the  bet  biy 
prodauutaon,  and  the  said  proehmation  shall  be  con- 
dnsive  evidence  of  the  Act ;  and  thereopon  tbs  opoa- 
of  this  set,  sad  also  of  sncb  psita  of  tbe  aet  la 
wtlch  this  act  is  a  aunpleiseat,  aa  were  put  into  opeia- 
lian  bj  the  President!  ptoclamslion  of  tbs  secoad  oi 
NoTomber  last,  shall  cease  and  detemine." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative— yeas  9> 
nays  SO,  as  follows; 

TiAs — Messrs.  Andcrwn,  Baysrd,  Bradley,  Dsn^ 
Ooodrkh,  Honey,  Lloyd,  Pickering,  and  Pope, 

Naib— MsBM.    Braal,    CaiapMI,    Clay,    CaSHlib 
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Lwb,  kUftawion,  BoUnaon,  Boutfa,  of  Murlnd, 
Bmith,  ar  N«w  YMk,  Tut,  Ttylar,  Tumsr,  WUlMule, 
amd  WoithinftSB. 

On  the  q^aniiou,  Sfaill  this  bill  past?  it  vu 
delenniacd  to  the  ■fiLrmBiiTe — ;eu  ZO,jmj»  7;u 

Tbu— M«wn.  ADdBTMD,  Brant,  Cuipball,  Clij, 
CooJit.  FnnUui,  QulUrd,  GilnMB,  Onn,  I^nbart, 
MaUbaMHin,  Pop*.  Robuugn,  Snitb  of  Harrkod, 
Bmith  af  New  Yo^  Tut,  TajloiT,  Tamer,  WhitMid*, 


Nat*— Mcun.  B^ud,  Bmdiqr,  Dans,  Goodrid^ 

8q  it  wu  AwolMd;  ThM  ibw  bill  paaa. 
BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  Clay,  from  Iha  cooiniiltce  to  wbom  wu 
referred,  od  the  S9<b  February,  the  iiMDiorlal  of 
tbaatMkboldenof  iheBttit  of  the  United  Stales. 
prayiD^  ibat  an  act  of  Confess  mffrht  be  paned 
to  GomiaKB  ihs  corporate  poweri  of  the  bank  for 
m  furihet  period,  to  eiiable  it  to  leiile  sach  of  iti 
coDceras  as  may  be  depending  on  the  3d  of  March, 
1611,  made  the  followtug  report: 

That  your  canuiiUe*  bars  dnl;  vaigkad  Iba  aaa- 
teiita  oftha  nujtaeiUI,  and  ilBUbarala^  altandad  W  aBch 
«yplaiu>tiona  of  Iha  liana  <rf  tka  wanatialiato  •■  the; 
fatiTe  tboa^t  piopu-  to  praaeM  thMogh  Ihaii  ageMa. 
That,  boldiDg  ths  <K«nii>a  (ai  a  iB^ari^  ^  tbe 
auUM  do)  thai  lb*  ConititatiMi  did  uotaatboiiu 
ipaaa  originally  to  grut  tbe  ebarMr,  it  Ibllaiva, 


the  atockholdera,  ia  eqaall  j  rapagaant 

ti/ta.     But,  if  it  were  poaaibla  to  nin» 

nantal  obJMtwD,  andif  that  ml*  which  fi>ibida,daiiBg 

tbe  mne  wMion  of  tba  Senate,  tbe  re-egita^Mi  of  a 

propoaitioD  onea  decided,  were  diara|erd«d,  year 

laittee  woald  itill  be  at  a  Iom  to  find  any  iufl 


For,  ae  it  n»pect*  ths  body  itself,  it  ii  beiieTed  tbat  tbe 
-exietliig  tawt,  throngh  the  initrementality  of  a  tnlit 
properiy  conMimted,  aSird  ai  ample  meant  ai  a  qoali- 
fied  continnance  of  the  charier  would,  far  tba  liqnida- 
thin  of  iti  aceoania,  and  the  coUeetiaD  and  Bnal  diitri- 
bation  of  it!  ftinda.  Bat  aboold  any  incoa*enlence  be 
eiperiencad  on  flue  nibject,  the  committee  ere  per- 
aaaded  it  will  be  T«ry  partial,  and  aaeh  aa  tbe  SKata 
anlbcoitiaa,  npon  proper  ■ppHeation,  would  -  '  '■  - 
nedybr.    Anii 


.    And,  in  relatioa  to  tbe 


comnMoi^,  if  tbe  corporation,  itripped  of  ita  benklas 
powen,  were  to  ftilSI  iona  fide  the  duty  of  cloaing  ita 
•nin,  your  committee  cannot  aee  that  any  material 
adTantage  would  be  deriTod.  WbUat,  on  the  contraiy, 
if  it  ahould  not  ao  act,  bnt  ahenld  avail  itaelf  of  tbe 
tuBpotaty  proloDgatian,  in  oider  to  eSiict  a  more  dura- 
ble aitenaion  of  ita  charter,  it  might  ilt  ita  operationa 
become  a  nrioaa  econrge. 

Your  comtnittea  are  happy  to  aay  tbat  tbey  learn, 
fiom  a  aatiifaetory  eouice,  that  the  apprebeunana  whieb 
were  indulged,  ai  to  tbe  diatren  teialting  from  a  non- 
nmewa)  of  the  charter,  are  far  fiom  bcbg  reallud  in 

~ '  lii  information  haj  been  con- 

a  obTiona  that  the  Tacunm,  in 


tbf  VnUad  etalaa.  ««rid  be  flHad  1^  paper  kcai^ 

from  other  baaka,    Thia  operation  i»  now  aetnelly 

aroingon.    The  paper  of  the  Bank  of  tba  United  State* 

rapid);  returning,  and  that  of  other  banka  ia  taldng 


ral  into  their  Taulta  of  tboea 


tber  ineieaaad  by  a 

depodleii  whidi  are  in  the  poaaeaeian  of  tbe  Bank  at 
tbe  United  Stelee,  the  iiganoua  efleda  of  a  diaeolutioft 
of  tbe  eorporatioii  wtH  be  fimnd  to  eonelet  in  ai 


hare  been  aapperled  by  die  eiedit  of  otheta,  bnt  whoa* 
ioa^waat  or  tottering  ailnalieD,  knoeea  to  the  ba*^ 
baa  been  concealed  lioa  tbe  pnblb  at  large. 

Totu  ootTMaitlae  beg  leaTo  te  preeent  tbe  fbllowfaig 


JEeaoberf,  Tbat  tte  player  ofthM  aMaeoriaJlBtBoa^ 
Tbe  repvn  wa*  ortferad  t*  Us  on  the  taU*. 
OLAJM  OF  GENERAL  WILKINSON. 
Mr.  BaAiH.aT,  from  the  committee  to  wfams 
wae  referred  the  menioriRl  of  General  Jime* 
Wilkinson,  praying  to  be  remnneraied  for  mon- 
eys disbnrsEd  in  the  service  of  tbe  Uolted  SUtt% 
made  the  following  report: 
Thai  tbe  aaid  Wilkinaon  baa  exhib^ed  t*  tbaaa 
againtt  tbe  United  Statee, .  te  tbe  anoul  at 
booeaad  Mgbt  kaadrad  dotlaie  a^d  nin*t¥-eix' 
It  appean  to  year  fianmiilea,  from  tbe  ooeifr 
and  proo&  indaoed  by  tbe  pi 


r  tbe  petitioner  toeiplaiM 
•t  Iba  Doblk,  that,  of  tba 
claiawd  for  his  disbnias 


1,710  7S  a 
and  expeasee  iuenned  pending  Bwr'a  oelUBi* 
93,660  paid  for  a  tract  of  land  for  tbe  ^oUia 
■erTice,  now  oecnpied  by  the  tiaope  on  the  Maaotui 
rivar,  m«r  it*  tDoutb ;  fllK),  the  amount  of  bis  pfeeaag* 
&om  Baltimore  to  Chuleaton,  when  ordered  en  extra 
duty  by  tbe  President;  end  9S,131  S3,  for  hMsea^ 


irdnng  tbe  faactlons  of  a  wH 
s,  ibr  the  piupoee  of  diraatiar 


the    ,    __.     . 

Your  eommiltee  have  no  beeitanoy  in  aaying  that 
mpny  of  tbe  diargee  qrpeat  to  be  l^al  aad  fewtdetl 
in  jiatiee,  and  m^  ftaaiahapro^r  set  offagainatlha 
balanea  oppoaed  t|>  him  by  Ibe  Wei  PepariJaenl,  and 
tbat  the  raaidue  are  entitled  to  eqoiteUe  ooiiaideratiofl ; 
but,  f^mlbeihortaeaa  of  tbe  time,  and  tbe  preeeureef 
bu^eaa  before  the  expiration  i»t  die  eeeslon,  year 
committee  cennot  find  letatue  to  form  tbat  daliberal* 
and  clear  judgment  on  the  merite  of  the  eeteral  itaaw 
which  justice  to  tbe  petitioner  and  to  the  pnbNc  r^ 
qaire ;  they,  therefore,  beg  leave  to  ofGir  the  fallowing' 
reeolntioo : 


nAied,  That  the  fbrther  connderation  of  Ibe  po> 
litiou  of  Qeneral  James  Wilkinaon,  together  with  Ibe 
accompanjing  documents,  be  postponed  to  tbe  tiext 
meeting  of  Congress. 

Extnut  of  a  idltr  from   General  WHkirttM  Im  U». 
dumnmmt  ^  tie  MmmiUet  of  tit  Staaata 

WAiaiBOToa,  H&rth  1,  1811. 
BiBi  Ibare  nowthe  honor  topresent  to  tbe  honOT- 
abtc  committee  the  claim  which  I  eat  up  against  the 
United  States,  sustaioad  by  an  account  current,  duly 
Tonclud  and  axplsitted  (  and  I  could  eoBscientiotu|y 
add  to  tbto  amount  the  following  sums : 
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daim  tf  Otmrai  WiUdiuon. 


Mufv,  tSll. 


D  tha  bircaii  Mis  of  hauMbdd  goodi 
anmybDobi      -         -         .                  -          .     120  00 
Loat  on  tha  forced  uIa  od  >  camace  uid  pair 
.  ofbonM-        -     ' 326  00 


In  cODKqQaace  of  ■  peremptorj  order  to  rcp*ir  to 
Sichmond,  for  the  parpow  of  sUonding  Burt'a  ujij,  i 
im  obliged  to  Mnd  the  preceding  propcrtj  to  the  Tea- 
dae-niMtei,  irhere  it  wu  kno^ed-off  for  what  it 
waald  bring. 

Bnt  tbe  clamor  raieed  againitiBe  foreaiing  the  na- 
tioD  from  a  dill  war,  and  upholding  the  eiiiting  Ad- 
■ioiMratioD  in  office,  bj  the  moat  neiitoiiOQi  actiona 
of  taj  liTe,  haa  been  aucb  (hat  I  haite  been  heretofbro 
jMatraioed  from  aaking  for  juatice,  mnch  leea  aedung 
for  liberality;  and  now,  notbbg  but  tha  penurr  in- 
cnrred  in  the  public  eerrica,  and  mj  deaire  to  Tindicate 
m^  character  againat  the  official  calamniea  of  IBJ  one- 
Buca,  could  induce  me  to  make  tho  praaent  applica;- 
tion.    It  ia  poaeiblo  the  item  charged  againat  Q.  W. 


a  made  whj  thia  applicatloi 
o  long  port         ' 
e  whirl  win 

dioe  eidted  agafaul  tne,  I  do  lerily  believe,  had  I'aaked 
lor  bread,  I  ahonld  bate  been  offered  a  atone. 
'  The  committee  will  percciTo,  from  the  confidential 

lUOT  of  the  documenta  reiatiTc  to  Colonel  '• 

fiiit  to  the  dty  of  Haiico,  thai  they  ^ould  not  be  e 
yoeed,  and  IheMlbre  I  hope  ihej  may  be  returned 
ne.     It  will  be  obaerred,  thit  he  tendered  a  free  g 
of  hti  toila,  haierda,  and  eipenaea  in  the  public  at 
vice  :  but,  belieTing  that  the  acceptance  would  be  n 
worthy  the  nation,  and  &■!  the  propoaition  apmug 
out  of  a  aenae  of  delicacy,  oppoted  to  the  idea  that  it 
alioilld  be  aaid  that  he  bad  received  money  for  doing 
Oatwhichmigbt  becalledlheduty  ofaapy.Iinaiated 
on  bja  taking  tl>e  bare  eipenaea  ;  and  it  waa  on  t1 
•ame  ground  of  j«alonay  that  ha  refuaed  to  gita 
receipt 

With  great  reapeet,  Ac 

JAMEB  WILKIN80K. 
Bon.  Snrisir  R.  Biisiii. 


er,  on  bi>  roata  to  Mauoo ;  for  theaa  payiMnta  Kn- 
mona  would  give  ina  no  ccedil,  although  he  halda  iIm 
Toucbara. 

The  payment  to  Monnet  waa  for  cairying  advice  to 
the  Attorney  General  at  Richmond  of  my  approach,  anil 
viriona  other  wilneaaea  whom  I  waa  directed  to  being 
with  me  from  New  Orteaaa. 


Tha  money  paid  Job  Ruth  waa  for  the  pntpoae 

preaMd,  pending  Burr'a  conajMra^ ;  the  diitance  be- 
ug  ail  hundred  milea. 

Tha  amount  paid  D.  W.  Ellicott  waa  for  tha  ti 

port  of  public  property  from  Fort  Adama  to  New  Or^ 
leatte,  to  get  it  out  of  the  way  of  the  conapiratora. 

When  Bollman  waa  aeixea,  he  cumpUined  that  he 
waa  without  a  cent;  and  ts  prove  that  the  Govern- 
ment, white  it  protected  itae)/,  could  not  deal  hardlj 
with  bioi,  I  advanced  thia  aum  bv  the  haoda  of  Lieut 
William  Wilion,  now  Captain  wilaon,  and  itationed 
atNorfblk. 

The  money  paid  Gsra  Hawa  needa  no  explanation. 

"Hie  money  paid  Reibelt  waa  for  hie  aervicea,  and 
that  of  half  a  doien  othen  eihplojed  by  Urn,  to  viait 
the  taverna  and  auapected  plaeea  in  the  dty,  to  aee  and 
report  what  waa  paaaing. 

The  money  paid  Girard  waa  for  aerricea  pait  and 
proipectiva;  ha  had  beaa  Cobpel  Burling'a  interpret- 


The  char^  for  eittaoidinaiy  eipenaea  if  explained 
by  the  oath  of  Captain  Hoghea. 

The  charge  for  money  loat  on  the  pnrchaae  of  landi 
ia  deemed  a  fit  anbject  (or  legialaltve  boun^.  beixae 
my  abaencB  on  a  diatant  and  important  eervice  to  the 
country  eauaed  the  miifbrtune ;  and  the  public  haa  >*■ 
caived  from  another  penon  the  legal  price  of  the  land. 

Tha  charge  lot  laud,  purchaMd  on  the  MiaODri, 
will  be  explained  by  an  application  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment, where  a  deed  for  the  land  baa  been  lodged. 

The  amount  of  aundtiee  deducted  from  Sinunona'a 
account  may  be  tbua  eiplained: 

Tbe  New  Orleana  boat,  jn  which  the  General  em- 
barked, waa  loaded  with  ahot  and  abella  for  St  Lonk, 
and  not  New  Orleani,  in  the  year  1S06,  and  not  tha 
year  1806,  and  deacended  ta  for  aa  Maaau,  where  the 
load  waa  ahilled  into  bailee  to  aacend  the  Mtmm^L 

The  paint  and  awning  oharged  for  aald  boat  ia  ab- 
anrd ;  aa  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  will  apply  in 
any  way  to  aucb  flala. 

Tbe  tnuiRMrt  for  camp  equipage,  ba^age,  and 
■torea,  wea  charged,  becauae  it  ia  tecording  to  naage 
immemorial  in  the  American,  and  all  other  araiica; 
and  can  be  conaidered  no  emolumant,  becenee  thcae 
articlea  include  hooka,  papara,  tenia,  marqveea,  and 
proviaiona,  the  tranaport  of  wbidi  belonga  to  tbe  qnar- 
teitnaater'a  d^artment,  and  cannot  be  attended  to,  or 
provided  for,  by  a  general  officer. 
Da.  The  Unittd  Staia  to  Gttu  Jama  H^Ouusn. 
For  aundry  diaburaementa  incurred   pending  Burr'a 

cooapiracy,  and  aabeequeut  to  that  period,  either  an- 

provided  for  by  law,  rejected  by  the  (uKvunting  offi- 
cer, oi.improperlv  charged  b;  him; 

1806,  Not,  U,  To  caah  paid  Job  Ruth,  for  aanding  a 
deapalch  to    Governai   Claibame,   (V. 

No.  1,) «fiO  00 

Nov.  18,  To  caah  paid  for  the  tranaport  of 
public  property  to  New  Orleana,  to  U. 
W.EllioU,  CV.No.a.)  -  -  .  .  83100 
Dec  16,  To  caah  advanced  to  Erick  Boll- 
man,  by  the  handa  of  Lieutenant  Wil- 
liam Wilaon,  when  aeiied  and  aent  from 
New  Orleana  to  the  United  Statea,  (V. 
No.  3.) MO  00 

1807,  Jan.  IB,  To  caah  paid  Bira  Hawa  for 
the  tranaport  of  priaonen  and  guard  from 

New  Orleana  to  BBltimore,(V.No. 4,)  EU  00 

May  18,  To  caah  paid   M.  R.  Keibelt,  for 

aecret  aervice        ...    fgoo  00 
To  caah  paid  H.  Oimrd,  for  ae- 


the  nolo  of  William  Sinn 

per  hia  printed  account  rmort- 
ed  by  the  committee  of  Uod- 
greae,  February  23, 180B 
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Uabcb,  laii. 


frocetduig*. 


June  10^  To  CMb  paid  ibi  ui  expnM  amt  - 
from  Hunphm  to  BichDioiid,  on  pafalie 
Mniea,  during  Bim'i  thai,  to  JomiA 
'Hoanet,  (V.  No.  6.)     -        -        -        -  30  OO 

Jane  13,  To  ewh  paid  Bichard  Fain,  foi 
eaii«e;iag  witneaa  irom  Hampton  Road* 
to  Richmond,  during  Burr'*  trial,  (V. 
No.  7,)         -        -      ■  -        -        -        .  80  00 

Ta  •>  mncli  paid  for  tbe  aclaal  expanaM 
of  Wmltei  BaiUns,  Eaq.,  onavi«ttoth« 
dt;  of  Mexico,  on  public  and  Kciet  m^ 
tice,  daring  tbs  Antumn  and  Winter  of 
180B-7,  for  which  no  receipt  could  be 
obtained 1,760  00 

To  extTaoidiaar]^  eipenaea  oTer  and  atwre 
my  daily  pij,  in  New  Orlaana,  pending 
tba  eonainntc;  of  Berr,  from  the  S5th  of 
NoVNDber,  ISOfl,  to  the  Mtb  May,  1607, 
iudnaive,  181  daya,  at  $10  60  per  day. 

See  Ijie  depoaition  of  Captain  Hoghw, 
o.  9,) 1,000  00 

To  ao  much  loat  on  parchaaa  of  Und  &aiA 
the  public  in  the  Suta  of  Ohio;  tbe  raid 
land  being  forfeited  pending  my  oppori- 
tion  to  tbe  Bpaniude  on  tbe  Sabine,  and 
Burr'a  conapiracy;  which  lind  wii  af- 
terward aolo  for  tbe  legal  {nice,  ae  will 
appear  from  the  Treaiary  booka,  (*ae 
certificate  D,) S,S2«  M 

To  intereet  on  ¥1.334  90,  from  tba  day  of 
paymmt 806  8S 

To  BO  much  paid  for  the  tract  of  land  now 
occupied  1^  the  cantonmant  of  the  troop* 
on  the  Miaaouri  river,  aa  par  deed  tnna- 
mittad  by  the  Becretary  of  W*j,  Fefaraa- 
Tj,  1800,Bgiaed  tobepaaaedtomycredit 
iiy  the  lala  Preaident    -        -        •        ,     SfiOO  00 

To  the  sntount  of  rondry  artidea  improp- 
erly charged  to  my  account  by  WiUiam 
Simmona,  accountant  of  the  Wajc  De- 
partment, (V.  No.  8,)  -        .        .        -      1,678  73 

To  the  amount  lor  pueage  (rom  Baltimore 
to  Cfaarleaton,  Februaiy,  1809,  when  en- 
gaged on  a  public  miaaion,  under  the 
ordera  of  the  Preaident  of  the  United 
Statea,  to  Ae  C^taUi  General  of  tbe 
Havana 4.'W  00 


(Eimn  excepted  i) 


$11,809  88 


JA8.  WILKINSON. 
Tbe  cbargea  of  lonr  handred  dollar*  lAould  be  end- 
iled  by  •ervicee  rendered  under  tba  orders  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  u  I  psribrmed  the  (randation*. 

The  articlai  under  the  head  of  the  quirtermaiter'a 
department  are  iniquilouly  charged,  and  in  the  face 
of  tbe  advice  of  the  military  agent,  (see  documenta  A, 
B,  and  C  ;)  from  which  it  would  appear  how  aniioua- 
ly  Mr.  Himmons  eearchcd  for  itui  charge;  making  it 
even  a  eondttion  for  the  settlement  of  an  account  of 
many  thousand*  of  dollar*.  Il  will  strike  any  one, 
that  it  wia  impouUtle  the  priTslo  hor»a»  of  a  aingle 
officer  coold  have  conaumed  such  a  qnantitj  of  fbr- 
aga,  or  that  hi*  fire  would  have  reqnired  ao  much 
wood.  Tba  fact  i*  this :  a  guard  of  filly  man  helped 
to  conanme  this  fuel,  and  the  horses  of  gnets  and 
comers,  and  a  detadiment  ofmiKtia  diagoons,  wat« 
found  ont  of  the  forage. 

JAa  WILKINSON. 


Tbe  report  and  BccompaDyiiig  doemBeota  ware 
ordered  to  lie  ou  the  lable. 

The  Senate  adjouraed  to  6  o'clock  thts  eTcn- 

SxTDRDAT  BvEHiNo,  6  o^cloek. 

A  metaieefrom  the  Houseof  RepreseQlaiiTes  ■ 
informed  i1ie  Senile  thai  the  bill,  which  had 
passed  the  two  Houses  of  CooKress  at  the  present 
aessioD,  eniiiled  "An  act  for  the  reliefof  Richard 
Tervin,  William  Coleman,  Edwin  Lewis,  Sam- 
ud  Mims,  Joseph  WilsoD.aDiI  the  Baptist  Church, 
at  Salem  Meeiiog- house,  iu  the  Mississippi  Tet- 
rilory,"  aod  presented  [o  ihe  Preaideat  of  the 
Uaiied  Slates  for  his  apjirobatiou,  has  bten  re- 
turned by  the  Piesidem  of  the  United  Sutea  wiib 
the  following  objeclioai: 

•'  Bscanaa  the  bill,  b  reaerving  a  certain  parcel  of 
land  of  the  Daited  Sutai,  for  the  use  of  the  said  Bap- 
tiat  Uhurdi,  compriae*  a  princ^le  and  precedent  At 
tbeappToprialionoffuDdaof  tlie  United  Statea,  forth* 
Bae  and  inpport  of  religious  aodetie*,  contrary  to  the 
article  of  the  ConstiluLion  which  declare*  that  Congresa 
shall  make  no  law  respecting  a  religious  eitaUiahment". 

And  the  House  of  Represeoiativea,  in  wbieb, 
Hotua  the  J)>il  aeiginated,  have  ukeu  the  qae»^ 


,  That  the  said  bill  do  not  pass.  ' 

The  House  of  Repreaeatatirea  have  passed  a: 
bill,  eniiEled  "An  act  coneerniag  inralid  penaioo- 
era ; '  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  further  ap* 
propriaiions  to  completa  the  fortificatjoas  ooom 
meoeed  for  theaecnriiy  of  the  ports  and  harbor* 
of  the  United  Stales  j"  and  the  bill,  entitled  "Aik 
aet  for  allowing  a  reasonable  ooinpeBssiion  tff 
the  persons  who  have  taken  an  account  of  the. 
aeverat  tnanufacturiifg establishments  and  maDii-> 
faciHfeiwiihio  the  United  States;  in  which  billa 
Ebejr  desite  tbe  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  i 

The  three  bills  last  tnentioned  were  lead.aiid. 
passed  to  the  secood  reading. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  asked  and  obtained  leave  ta 
bring  in  a  bill  for  the  reliefof  Richard  Tervin, 
William  Colemao,  Edwin  Lewis,  Samuel  Himv 
and  Joseph  Wilson ;  and.  on  motion,  by  Hr, 
SmTH,  of  Maryland,  the  bill  was  read  the  Srab 
aod  second  lime  by  unanimous  consent.  On  the 
question,  Shall  ibis  bill  be  eDRrosaed  and  read  a 
third  timel  it  waa  determined  in  the  affirmative.' 
Tbe  bill  was  then  read  tbe  third  time  by  unan^ 
imous  coubent,  and  passed^ 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  aei  eoncerning  invalid' 
pensioners,"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unaii- 
imons  conseni,  and  considered  as  in  Committee 
df  tbe  Whole;  and  ihe  hill  having  been  amended,' 
the  President  reported  it  lotbe  House  accordingtv.' 
On  the  qpestion.  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time^as  amended?  it  was  determined  in- tbe  af*' 
firmative. 

The  bill  entitled,  "An  act  making  appropnx- 
lions  to  complete  the  iortifieaiions  commenced 
for  the  security  of  tbe  ports  and  harbors  ofths' 
United  State*,"  was  read  tbe  seeond  and  third 
times  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  allowing*  res- 
aOftaUe  eOmpensCtioD  to  iba  persom  who  hftv* 
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MucB,  l«ll. 


taken  ao  aceouat  of  the  tereral  ma nu fa c taring 
ctiablishmeDts  and  mannfaelures  within  iheUni 
*fd  SlRtes,"  was  r«ad  the  KCDnd  lime  bf  unau 

Od  moiioD,  by  Mr.  Tcbnbb,  [he  bill  laat  men 
iJDoed  was  read  the  ibird  lime  by  DnaDimoai 
'  content,  aod  parsed. 

Mr.  Campbell  presented  the  petiiion  of  a 
ber  of  inhabitants  of  the  Slate  of  Ohio,  prmyitig: 
a  coDtinuatioo  ofthe  road  from  the  Ciiy  of  Waah- 
iDjfron  lo  ihe  Ohio  river,  (at  or  near  Wheeling, 
Ai  the  Stale  of  Virginia,)  ihrouEh  the  State  of 
Ohio  and  ihe  Indiana  Territory,  for  reasons  mr- 
tioned  therein;  and  the  petition  was  read,  i 
ordered  Id  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow 
nomiog. 

BuHBAT,  March  3. 

A  meaaaee  from  the  Hoose  orRepregeDtaHves 
infbrmed  the  Senate  that  ihe  House  hnre  passed 
fhe  bill,  tent  from  the  Senate  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Richard  TerT^[l^  William  Cole- 
Ban,  Edwin  Lewis,  Samuel  Mims,  and  Joseph 
WiUon,"  with  an  anaendmenf,  in  which  ifaey  de- 
■ire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate ;  also,  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  acl  in  addition  lo  the  act  to  regalate 
the  laying  oat  «nd  makinga  road  from  Cumber- 
hnd,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the  Sale  of 
(Mg,"  with  an  amendmenl,  in  which  ihey  detire 
the  concnrrence  of  the  Seimie. 
.  They  have  pused  a  bill,  eBttlM  "A  d  aei  mak- 
lag a[^ropriat ions  for  carrying  into  effects  treaty 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Oreal  and 
Liuie  Osage  nations  of  Indiaes,  concluded  at 
Port  Clarke,  on  the  lOih  day  of  Novemlwr,  one 
fboasand  eight  hundred  and  eieht,  and  for  other 
purposes;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  in- 
cireaie  the  salaries  of  the  judges  of  the  circuit 
court  for  Ihe  District  of  Columbia ;"  in  which 
bills  ihey  desire  the  cpocurreoce  of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  bropght  up  for  concurrence 
were  severally  read  the  flrsi  and  second  lime*  by 
vnanimoua  consent,  and  mdered  to  the  third 
nadiug. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  acl  concerning  invalid 
penaionera,"  waa  read  the  third  lime  as  amended. 

Btmiitea,  That  this  t»ll  pass  with  an  aniend- 
mant. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
nent  of  the  Houae  of  Repreaentatitea  to  the 
bill,  entiiled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Richard 
Tervin,  William  Coleman,  Edwin  Lewis,  Sam- 
uel Mima,  and  Joaeph  WiUoa,"  and  concurred 
therein. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
menl of  the  House  of  Represeniatirea  lo  the  bill) 
entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  to  regulate 
the  laying  out  and  making  a  road  from  Cumber- 
land, in  the  State  uf  Maryland,  to  the  Stale  of 
Ohio."    Whereupon, 

Retohed,  That  they  concur  therein. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  Was  reCarEed  the  bill  to  repeal  the  tenth 
Motion  of  tha  act,  entitled  "Aq  act  lo  ineorporMe 


I  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  Uufted  etatea,^ 
and  the  third  section  of  the  act,  enriiled  "An  act 
supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled 'An  act  iceetab- 
lish  the  compeDMtioi)  of  the  officers  employed 
in  the  collection  of  the  dnlies  on  import  and  too- 
□age,"  reported  it  without  amendment;  and,  on 
his  motion,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  io  the  Grsi  Monday  in  December  next. 

Mr.  Shitb,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  recommitted  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  collectors  of  the  pons  of  Norfolk,  Balti- 
more, ahd  Philadelphia,"  reported  it  without 
amendment ;  and,  on  his  motion,  the  funhei  con- 
sideration thereof  was  poatponed  to  the  fiiat  Mon- 
day in  December  next. 

The  billi  entitled  "An  act  le  increane  the  sala- 
ries of  the  jndges  of  the  circuit  court  for  the 
district  of  Columbia,"  was  read  the  third  lime  by 
nnanimoDs  consent,  and  paiacd. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  t^ipropria- 
tions  for  carrying  inio  effect  a  treaty  Between  ihe 
United  States  and  the  Great  and  Little  Osage 
nations  of  Indians,  concluded  at  Fort  Clarke  on 
the  10th  day  of  Norember,  1S08,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  was  read  the  third  time  by  unanimotu 
ooaseal.  and  passed. 

Mr.  Bbidley,  from  the  committee  to  wham 
was  referred  the  bill,  eniitled  "An  act  auihotiz- 
ing  the  issuioK  of  debentures  in  certain  caaes," 
reported  it  without  amendmeati  and,  on  his  mo> 
lion,  the  further  consideration  thereof  waa  poei- 
poited  to  the  first  Monday  in  Deceaber  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  IlepreaentatiTes 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  Reuse  here  {taaaad 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  lo  ex- 
lend  the  right  of  suffrage  in  the  Indiana  Terri- 
tory, and  for  other  purpoaea,"  with  amendments; 
in  which  theydeeire  tfaecDDOurreoceof  the  Sen- 
ate. They  have  passed  a  hill,  entitled  "An  act 
sllowine  addiiiona!  compensation  to  the  Post- 
aster  Qeneral}"  in  which  bill  they  desire  the 
incurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  hill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  waa 
read ;  and,  on  motion  oy  Mr.  Bbadi.et,  that  it  be 
now  read  a  second  time  by  nnaniraoes  consent, 
it  was  objected  to. 

The  Senate  proceeded  lo  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representalires  to  the 
[tied  ''An  act  to  extend  ibe  right  of  suf- 
frage io  the  Indiana^^eriitory,  andfor  oiber  pnr- 
ises,"  and  concurred  therein. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  €  o'clock  in  the  even- 
ing. 

SOKBAT  BTBXtXO,  tVT  (fdotk. 

Raolved,  That  Messrs.  Turneb  and  Cosdit 
be  a  committee  od  the  part  of  the  Senate,  with 
such  committee  at  the  House  of  Representative* 
may  join,  (o  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States  and  notify  him,  that,  unless  he  may  bare 
any  further  comiouniaalions  to  make  lo  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  they  are  ready  to  adjourn. 

Ordered,  That  the  Seoretary  aeqvaint  the 
House  of  R«pre«entatire*  therewith,  and  reqtMst 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  on  their  part. 

Mr.  Batabk  asked  leave  to  bring  io  a  bill 
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mmkiagttutbmmpfmptiniivttttateomttttiag  the 
Capiu^  BBd  Tor  oiber  pnrpoH*  j  kai  the  untBi- 
BOO*  eaiwent  c^  ih«  SeaKte  being  necMMrr,  it 
mi  objteied  to. 

A  messigefrom  the  Hoiueof  RrpreientBtiTrs 
htTormed  the  Senate, ihst  the  Hoats  have  p«Ksed 
a  bill,  eniiiied  "An  act  to  remit  certaJQ  fio»,  pea- 
allies,  a  od  forfeiiurei;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  Ibe  relief  of  CbHrlei  Minifie ;"  alio,  a  bill,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  Ibe  relief  of  LieuieDiiDt  Colo- 
nel William  Dent  Beallj"  in  wbich  billi  tber 
deaire  tbe  coDcarreDce  nf  the  Senate. 

The  three  bills  last  brought  up  for  concarrence 
were  read,  and  severatlf  pgatpooed  DQtil  the  first 
Uondsiy  in  December  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill,  eolitled  "An  act 
allowiDS  additional  compensattoo  to  the  Post- 
master OeBeralj"  and,  on  motion  bjr  Mr.  Ahdek-  . 


SON,  the  f^Nlier  oomMeralioa  tfaereof  was  post- 
poaed  to  ihe  first  Mondar  in  December  i 


the  resoliUivBfot  ib«  appointment  of  n  join! com- 
mittee to  wait  upon  the  President  of  the  Uoiled 
Stales,  and  notifjr  him  of  tbe  intended' recesa, 
and  ba?a  appeioied  «  committee  on  their  pan. 

Mr.  ToauB,  from  the  jotoE  committee,  re- 
ported that  iher  bad  wattM  apon  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  who  informed  them  that 
ha  bad  no  farther  commutiieaiiona  to  make  to 
tbe  two  Houses  of  Congress. 

Ordendf  Thai  the  8eeret«T]p  DOtir;  tbe  House 
of  Bepreaeatativei  that  tbe  Beaate,  having  fin- 
ittted  lbs  besiaeia  bafore  them,  are  abooi  to  ad- 
joan.  Whereupoe,  the  PsBatDmr  adJounMd 
the  Gknaie  wiihoM  itj. 


PROCEEDINGS  IN  THE  SENATE, 

IN  SECRET  MaSHMK, 
AT  THE  THIRD  SBS8I0N  OF  THE  ELEVENTH  CONGRESS. 


THoaaoAT,  Jannarr  3,  1811. 

Tbe  following  confidential  Message  was   rc- 
oeired   from    the  Pbebidbut  or   the   UniTSD 
SraTca,  bf  Mr.  CoUs,  his  Secreurjr: 
To  the  Stnait  and  Routt  of 

B^pntenlaliva  of  tkt  Vniltd  State*. ■ 

I  commaQicite  to  Congivn,  in  coDfldsncii,  a  Ictt 
ef  die  Xd  of  Dccanber,  from  Oo«emor  Folcb,  of  Wi 
Flnida,  to  Ae  Sanslarj  of  Stats ;  and  snotlkef.  Of  As 
sans  date,  from  tha  same,  to  John  MeKee. 

I  oamm1uueat^  la  like  maitner,  a  letter  Iraoi  (he 
Britiali  Chsigi  d'Afiires  to  tha  Bacratarr  of  State, 
with  tbe  u)*w«t  of  Ihe  latter.  Althoogh  the  letter 
cannot  haTo  been  written  in  canseqaeoee  of  anj  in- 
atraetton  from  Iha  British  OoTarntnent,  founded  on  ihs 
Ute  order  for  taking  pMsessioD  at  tha  portion  of  West 
Florida  well  known  to  ba  tlaJMed  by  tho  Uailod  Btates ; 
•hbnngb  no  eMUiaanleafio*  baa  arc*  bean  made  bj 
Oat  OoTOnment  to  tkia  of  anj  atiMlatisw  wkk  Spain, 
omitmplalinK  aa  intsipoailiDB  wbwfa  angM  ••  mala- 
riall7  sflect  tbe  United  Stataa;  and  alAaai^  no  caH 
eaa  hero  been  made  b;  Spain,  in  the  present  instancv, 
Mr  the  Iblfilnent  of  anj  soch  sahnstiag  ewgafeaent ; 
yet  ths  ijiirit  and  scope  OT  tha  doeaaienl,  with  tbe  ao- 
cvedited  soorce  frotn  which  it  proesods,  Monited  Ibat 
it  ahonld  not  be  withbeid  ftom  Iha  eoiMetaliaa  (tf 
Congrasa. 

Tskiog  into  now  the  tanoi  of  tbase  sevCTai  cainMn 
aieations,  the  portare  of  Ihinga  with  whidi  tbsj  ate 
conasDtad,  the  intimate  relation  of  the  coontr;  adjain- 
m(  the  United  Suias,  eastward  of  the  river  Perdido, 
to  iheir  securltj  and  tianqiiiUilj,  and  the  paenlisr  ia- 
terssi  they  otharwiss  have  in  its  destiny,  I  rscemmeud 


to  Iba  MBridsntian  af  Goacsesa,  liM  seaaaaaMcnrw  af 
a  dceiaraliea  that  the  Unitad  (Mates  oenld  not  sae, 
wilboal  aertwia  inqaietade,  any  part  ef  a  aeighborins 
tasrilory.inirtueb  they  bars,  in  diOnent  r«ifoeiB,aa 
deep  and  so  just  a  eoneem,  pas*  iivm  the  bands  of 
Spain  Into  tboee  of  any  other  Ibreign  Power. 

I  recommend  to  tbeir  consideration,  aUo,  tbe  eips- 
dienc;  of  anthorisinK  Ihe  EiecutiTe  to  lake  temporary 
poaacsaion  of  any  part  or  parts  of  tbe  said  territory,  in 
porananBe  of  arraAgeoMnts  which  mij  be  deaired  by 
the  Spanish  anlheritiaa;  and  fbt  aiaUig  pntviaion  for 


termine  bow  far  it  may  l>a  expedient  I*  novide  for  the 
avent  of  a  aabversion  of  Urn  Spanish  snlhotitiea  wilUn 
tbe  temto^  in  qnettiMi,  aod  an  anirehandad  aocn> 


panej  tiiers<Df  by  any  other  foraifn  Power. 

JAMES  HADI80N. 

WisBiaanHt,  Januarg  3,  1611. 

Tha  Heasaca  was  read. 

On  motion  nr  Mr.  Ci.ay, 

Jtaolvad,  That  the  Metnga  frmn  the  PfeaJdeat 
of  the  United  Siaios.  of  this  daf,  which  haa  been 
just  read,  be  refirred  to  a  conmittee,  with  laare 
'-  report  bf  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Cut,  Mr.  Crawforb,  Mr.  BaADLav,  Mr, 
Smitb,  of  Marfland,  aad  Mr.  AxnaMOK,  were 
appointei  the  eomwittee. 

MoNDar,  January  7. 

Mr.  Clat,  from  the  committee,  appointed  the 

8d  iaHiat,  on  the  confidential  Message  of  the 
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Exteutitf  Proeeedi»g». 


President  or  th«  Uoiied  Slate*,  reported  a  ilecla- 
ration  and  bill  lo  enable  ibe  Preiidenl  of  tlie 
United  SiBiei  lo  lake  poueasion  of  the  country 
lyini;  eaat  of  tbe  Perdido,  and  loulb  of  the  Slate 
of  Georgia  and  the  Miasissippi  Territory,  and  for 
other  purposei;  which  were  read,  and  patMd  to 
a  uc{)nd  reading. 

On  moiioD,  by  Mr.  ANOEaaon,  that  the  bill  be 
now  read  the  Hcood  timej  it  was  objected  to,  at 


anil 


it  tbe  rale. 


I,  by  Mr.  CiiAwroBi),  that  llie  Secre- 
tary furnJBh  each  Seoator,  requiriag  it,  with  a 
manuscript  copy  of  the  said  bill,  it  was  determined 
in  iba  negatife— yea»  14,  nays  18,  as  follows: 

Yiia — Maws.  Bsjaid,  Champlin,  Crawfard,  Dana, 
Franklin,  Goodrich,  Honey,  Luabsrt,  Llojd,  Picfcer- 
ing.  Heed,  Smith,  of  New  York,  Tait,  and  Whil«aide. 

Nils — Messrs.  AnderMO,  Brsdle?,  Brent,  Camp- 
bell, Clay,  Condit,  Cutts,  Gaillanl,  German,  Ollmui, 
Gregg,  L«ib,  Mathewson,  Robinaon,  Smilb,  of  Marj- 
Und,  and  Taylor. 

Mr,  BaTAtiD  submitted  the  follaWiDg  resolution 
for  consideration; 

JUtohed,  That  the  Sacretir;  of  the  Sanste  be  fn- 
atrneted  to  eaow  to  be  printed  ooa  copy  far  aseb  mem- 
ber of  the  Senate,  ef  the  bill  and  declaration  this  day 
nported  to  the  Senate  by  iheir  select  conoiittee  ;  and 
lo  a^pt  indi  messares  as  will  ioanre  tbe  sama  being 
priutad  withoat  danger  of  the  ssCTet  proceedings  of  (he 
Senate,  on  the  subject,  being  disclosed.  - 

Oa  the  question  to  agree  thereto,  it  wag  deter- 
mined in  the  negative — yeas  7,  nays  S3,  ae  fol- 
l»ws: 

Yb«s — Messrs.  Bayard,  Champlin,  Qoodridi,  Hor- 
aey,  Lloyd,  Pickeringr,  and  Reed. 

Nut — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bradley,  Brent,  Csmp- 
bell.  Clay,  Coadit,  Crawiord,  Cutts,  Daaa,  Franklin, 
Gullord,  German,  Gilmsn,  Gregg,  Lambert,  Lnb, 
HatbewsoD,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Mirylsnd,  Smith  of 
Kaw  York,  Tait,  Tsylor,  ud  Whiteside. 

ToEBDAT,  January  8. 

Tbe  bill  to  enable  tbe  President  of  the  United 
Slates  to  lake  posaeasion  of  the  country  lying  cast 
of  the  Perdido,  and  south  of  the  State  of  Georgia 
and  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, was  read  the  second  time;  and,  on  motion 
by  Mr.  Clit,  it  was  considered  as  in  Comoiiilee 
of  the  Wbote. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Batard,  to  amend  the  bill, 
by  striking  out  of  the  first  section  thereof  the 
words, "  In  the  event  of  such  arrangement  for 
that  purpose  as  shall  have  been  made  with  the 
local  authority  which  may  then  exisi;"  and,  in 
lieu  thereof,  lo  insert  the  words,  "  lo  case  an  ar- 
rangement has  been  or  shall  be  made  with  itte 
local  authority  of  the  said  territory  for  delivering 
up  the  poBseMioB  of  the  same  to  the  United 
States:" 

Od  motion,  by  Mr.  Gilhah,  a  division  of  the 
qiNBlion  was  called  for ;  and  the  question  being 
put  on  striking  out,  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

Tbe  question  was  then  taken  upon  inserting 
the  proposed  amendment,  aod  determiQed  in  the 
•Simaiive — yeu  20,  nays  IS,  as  follows : 


Tiis — Messrs.  ADderson,B^ard,Brsiit,G«wpMl, 
Condit,  Crawford,  Franklin,  German,  Gragz.  I«inbevt, 
LloyJ,  MalbewioD,  Pickering,  Pope,  Re»d.  Smith  at 
Maryland,  Smith  of  Hew  York,  Tait,  Tsilor,  uiA 
Worth  Inglon. 

NiTi— Measra.  Bradley,  Champlin,  Ctav,  CultsL 
Dana,  Gsiliard,  Oilman,  Goodrich,  Horaej,  Ldb,  Eok- 
insun,  and  Whitende. 

On  motion,  bjr  Mr.  Batard,  further  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  striking  out  of  the  first  section  thereof 
the  words,  "Or  in  the  event  of  an  attempt  to 
occupy  the  said  territory  by  any  foreign  Oovern- 
meni.'Mt  was  determined  in  the  negative— yeas 
11,  nays  20,  as  follows:  "  ' 

YiAs— Mesan.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Champlin,  Dana, 
Franklin,  Goodrich,  UDraey,  Lambat^  Llojd,  Picker- 
ing, and  Reed. 

Nats— Heaars.  Anderson,  Brant,  Campbell,  Claj, 
Condit,  Crawford,  Culls,  Gaillard,  German,  Oilman, 
Oiegg,  Leib,  Pope,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Marrland. 
Smith  of  Nsw  TfoA,  Tail,  Taylor,  Whitemd^  and 
Wortbington. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Batabd,  it  was  agreed  to 
amend  the  fourth  section  of  Jhe  bill,  by  inserting 
after  the  word  "  enacted,"  tbe  words,  "That  in 
case  possession  of  tbe  territory  aforesaid  ahall  be 
obtained  by  ifie United  Siaiea,  aa  aforesaid." 

WEDKEapAY,  January  9. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  enable  the  President  of  the 
United  Stales  to  take  possession  of  the  territory 
lying  east  of  the  Perdido.  nod  south  of  tbe  Slate 
of  Georgia  and  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

Mr.  Llotd  presented  the  oaths,  or  affidavita, 
subscribed  and  sworn  to  by  Samuel  Turner  inn- 
John  G.  McDonald,  and  Lewis  H.  Machen,  for 
ibe  faithful  dischargE  of  their  respective  duties  as 
clerks  in  the  office  of  (he  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
of  the  Uoiied  Stales ;  which  were  read,  as  follows: 

I,  Samuel  Turner,  jnn.,  do  solemnlj  swear,  that  I 
will,  with  fidelity,  and  to  the  beat  of  my  abiUty,  perform 
tbe  duties  that  ma;  be  aawgned  to  me  as  a  clerk  in  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senals  of  the  United 
States;  and  thai  1  wiU,  fajlhruity  and  ioTiolably,  keep 
secret  all  tbe  confideotial  bnainea  of  th«  Seoata  nntu' 
I  may  be  apecially  absolved  tberefcom. 

SAMUEL  TURNER,  Jn. 
DinaicT  »*  Coi.DxBiA, 

Couniy  <^  WaaMitglm. 

On  tbe  Olh  day  of  Jannaiy,  181 1,  Samoal  Tnnier 
came  before  the  Bubecriber,  one  of  the  United  Sutea" 
jostioes  of  the  peace  for  the  count*,  and  made  oath  to 
the  tnub  of  the  above  statement. 

JOHN  OTT. 

I,  John  G.  McDonald,  do  solemnly  awear,  that  J 
will,  with  fidelity,  and  to  the  beat  of  my  abiUty,  par- 
form  the  dntiea  that  may  ba  aaaigned  to' me  as  a  deit 
in  the  office  of  the  SKrrtsry  of  the  f>enste  of  the  United 
SUI«;  and  that  I  will,  bithftilly  and  invielably,  keep 
•soret  all  the  confidential  business  of  the  Senate,  until 
I  may  be  spedslly  sbsolved  tberethim. 

JOHN  G.  McDonald. 

Sworn  to  and  snbecribed  before  me,  this  Vth  day  of 
Jaousij,  1811.       SAMUEL  N.  SMJILLWOOO. 
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I,  Lewft  H.  Mukn,  de  folsMnly  nr«u,  tbat  I  will, 
mlh  6Mitj,  and  to  ike  bat  of  my  diilitf ,  peifnm  flu 
dntiw  lb*t  ma;  b«  uMgn«if  (a  tne  m  a  clsrk  in  tb* 
oSca  of  tlw  SmmIwt  of  tba  8«imU  ;  and  tlut  I  niU, 
faithfully  add  imialabty,  keap  aacret  all  tha  couGdeii- 
tal  buainaaa  of  the  Saoata,  notil  I  may  be  apaciaUy, 
tbsolied  thoiefroiii. 

LEWIS  B.  MACHEN. 

Strom  to  and  anbadibed  befinv  me,  tki>  tth  day  of 
Jinnan,  1811. 

SAHL.  N.  SHALLWOOD,  J.  P. 

Wherronon,  on  motion  hy  Mr.  Lloyd, 

SeKl-eed.  That  the  Secrelary  of  ibe  Senate  be 
luiboiized  10  emplof  the  cl«rki  in  bis  oflice,  Who 
bare  aobscTlbed  and  taken  the  oath,  the  form  of 
which  has  beeo  read  to  the  Senile,  in  traDHcrifainj 
ot  otherniae  arranginc  the  bosiocss  confide niially 
commanicBted  to  tlie  Senate. 

Od  moiioD,  by  Mr.  Clay,  it  vlls  agreed  to 
amend  tbe&tst  section  of  the  bill,  by  inaeriiog  the 
words,  "or  anjr  part  thereof,"  between  the  words 
"aaine"  and  "to." 

Od  motion,  by  Mr.  Clay,  it  was  agreed  to 
amend  the  bill,  by  striking  ont  athtbe  words,  \n 
the  aecood  section,  preeediDg  the  words,  "aod  he 
may  for,  &«.;"  also,  by  ttrikiog  out  of  the  same 
section  the  words,"of  the  said  delBchmeat,  and."- 

Od  motion,  by  Mr.  Clay,  it  was  agreed  further 
to  aiDend  the  bill,  bj  stiiking  oot  of  ihe  third  sec- 
flon  the  words,  "for  paying  and  subsisting  such 
ptrt  of  the  deEschment  as  may  be  reqnired  for 
■eiaal  service,  and ;"  also,  the  word  "  other,"  be- 
tween the  words  ''such"  and  "expenses;"  also, 
by  inserting  after  the  words  "  necessary  for,"  the 
words,  "obtaining  possession  as  aforesaid,  and i" 
.  and,  also,  by  strikiDg  out  the  words,  "and  the 
Territories  of  the  United  States." 

On  motion,  bv  Mr.  Clay,  it  was  agreed  further 
to  amend  the  bill,  by  adding  to  Ihe  first  section 
the  remainder  of  the  original  second  seeiion ;  and 
by  adopting  lbs  origtnai  third  and  fourth  sections, 
■s  the  second  and  (bird  sectioits  of  the  bill ;  and 
having  gone  tbrough  the  amendments,  ibe  Preti- 
deot  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Fbamelih,  farther  to  amend 
Ibe  bill,  by  striking  out  -of  the  first  section  Ibe 
words,  "  or  in  the  erent  of  the  attempt  to  occupy 
the  said  territory,  or  any  part  thereof,  by  any 
foreifcn  GoTeinmenl,"  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative — yeas  10,  nays  IQ,  as  follows: 

YiAa — Mttan.  Bayard,  Bradloy^  C^mplra,  Prank- 
bn,  Goodrich,  florsaj,  Lambert,  Lbyd,  Pickering,  and 
Head. 

NjiTi — Maaara.  Anderwn,  Brant,  Campbell,  Clay, 
Crawford,  Cntta,  OaiUard,  Qennao,  Oibnan,  Orcgg, 
Leib,  Matkewaon,  Pope,  Robinaon,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Tail,  Taylor,  and  Wbitende. 

On  the  queaiionj  *'  Shall  this  fatU  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time,  aa  amended^  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Cbampuh,  that  the  injnnc- 


!*■— Mea«*  Bayard,  Champlin,  Goodrich,  Hor- 
My,  Uoyd.and  Pickering. 

Niia — Meaan.  Anderaan,  Bradley,  Brent,  Camp- 
beU,  Clay,  Crawford,  Cntta,  Franklin,  Giiilanl,  Ger-' 
man,  Qihnan,  Orem,  Lambert,  Leib,  Matbewion,  Pope, 
Racd,  Bo^aoD,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Whilande,  and  WortUngtM. 

Mr.  Amderbon  submitted  Ibe  following  mo- 
tion: 

Saohed,  That  tha  subject-matter  of  the  hill,  enti> 
Upd  "An  act  to  enable  the  Prealdent  of  ^e  United 
"'  '  a  to  take  poasiariwi  of  the  coantry  lying  east  of 
'enlida,  and  aoath  of  the  State  irf'  Georgia  and  tba 
MiaaiaBppi  Terflloiy,  and  for  other  pucpoaea,"  be  kept 
StiolaUy  aaeret  by  the  memben  of  the  Senata,  anti) 
la  Sanato  aball,  by  their  leaolntion,  take  off  tb«  !■• 
junction  of  aitcro^. 

Which  was  read ;  and  on  Ihe  question  to  agrev 
thereto,  it  was  determined  in  the  iffirmatiTe— 
yeas  HO,  my*  6, as  follows; 

¥ii»— Maaaia.  Anderaon,  Bimdie;,  Brent,  Clay, 
Crawford,  Cntta,  Franklin,  GaiJIard,  Oilman,  Onts. 
Lambert,  Laib,  Pope,  Rood,  RoUmob,  SmiUi,  of  Mary- 
land, Tait,  Taylor,  Whileatde,  and  Wonhingtma. 

Nils — Measrs.  Bayard,  Chamj^in,  Dana,  GoodMch> 
Lloyd,  and  Pickering, 

Mr.  UuTTS,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
biU  last  mentioned,  cortecily  engrossed. 

A  confidential  message  was  received  from  the 
House  of  Representalives,  by  Mr.  Mohtsohbry 
end  Mr.  Cuttb,  two  neiobers  of  that  body,  with 
the  following  resolution,  in  which  ibey  ask  the 
eoncarrence  of  the  Senate : 

Cdboki*!  or  TBI  Ubitid  St  it  is, 
In  HooM  of  Stpraentaliou,  Jan.  H,  1811. 

Taking  into  view  the  present  stale  of  the  world,  the 
pecuHar  situation  of  Spam  and  of  the  American  pro- 
vinces; and  the  intimate  relation  of  Ihe  teiritory  eaat- 

ird  of  Ihe  river  Perdido,  adjoiniogtba  United  BtatM, 

thsii  security  and  tranquilUta :  Therefara, 

Raohtii,  by  the  Saute  ana  Haute  of  Bmtteat' 
ativtt  of  ihe  Untied  State*  of  A-meriea  in  Coagret* 
auembled.  That  the  United  States  cannot,  see,  with 
indiflerance,  an;  part  of  the  Spanish  provincea,  adjoin- 
ing the  aaid  Stale*,  aaMward  of  the  nvar  Perdido,  paw 
from  Ihe  handa  of  Spain  into  thoae  of  any  other  Ibreigii 
Power. 
The  resolutitni  wu  Kid,  and  pasaed  to  a  second 

Thdhbday,  January  10. 

Tbe  bill  to  enable  the  President  of  the  United 

Slates  to  lake  possession  of  the  country  Iving  east 

of  tbe  Perdido,  and  sooth  of  the  Stale  ofOeorgift 

and  ibe  Mis^isRippi  Territory,  and  for  other  pur- 

Kses,  was  read  the  third  lime;  and.  on  motion 
Mr.  Clay,  to  fill  the  blank  with  the  words 
"  one  hundred  tbonaand  dollars ;" 

On  tbe  question  to  agre«  thereto,  tbe  Senai« 
l>eiDg  equally  divided,  the  Pteaideol  determiaed 
tbe  question  in  Iha  ftfiirroatire. 

On  the  queatinn,  "  Shall  ibie  bill  pass,  as  amend- 
ed 7"  it  wu  determined  in  the  aCro^tivft— yena 
23,  nnys  7,  as  follows : 

YiAe—Meesia.Andeiim,Bradh]r,  Brent,  CampbaD, 
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Clay,  CoDdit,  CnWted,  Catu,  FtuAUn.  GhMllasd,ail- 
m«n,  Qregg,  Lambert,  Laib,  Mattua«oD,  Fodb,  Bobta- 
■OD,  Smilh  of  Mujiuid,  Smith  of  Na«r  Y-u^  Tnt, 
TajloT,  WhitMide,  and  WortlunKtm.  ' 

Nati— Menn.  BajarJ,  Cbamplin,  QMdiich.  Bor- 
My,  IJojd,  Pickering,  and  Racd. 

On  Botioa,  br  Mr.  Cu.t,  it  waa  atreed  to 
amend  the  (iile  o{  the  bill,  by  inartlifiK  the  word 
"rirer,"  before  the  word  '-Perdido;"  end  after 
the  word  "  Slatea,"  by  ioiertitig  the  vof de  "  luider 
ee rutin  c on ti agencies." 

So  il  waa  Beaoieed,  That  this  bill  do  pwN,  Mid 
thai  the  title  thereof  be  "  An  aei  t»  esable  tbe 
Presidtiil  of  tbeUnited  Sutta,  nndair  ecrfkin  eoa- 
tingaDBJea,  to  take  peaaea* ion  of  the  eoatnir  lying 
CMt  of  tba'nt«rP«idid«,and  aonih  of  the  Staia 
of  Ckorgia  and  the  Mitaiseippi  Territory,  and  for 


00  Botioo.  by  Mr.  Clay, 
Rf^vtd,  That  a  cemmiltee  of  two  be  ap- 

I)»iMed  to  eartf  the  Mid  bill  to  tbe  Hoaaeef  Rep- 
rAaentalirea,  and  aak  iheir  eoneurreoee  therein. 

Omfererf,  Thai  Hr.  C[.at  and  Mr.  Batabb  be 
the  coBiinittee. 

Mr.  Clat  reported  that  the  eommiltee  had  pet- 
formed  (he  terrice  aasigned  ihem. 

The  following  coDfideaiial  Uesxage  wai  receir- 
ed  from  the  Presii>bht  or  tbb  Dhitbd  Statsb, 
bf  Mr.  Colea,  bii  Seeielaj;: 
Tb  the  Senate  and  Bbate  of 

B^ramtatiMt  c^the  United  Statu.- 

1  communicate  to  Cooyr««a,  in  coDldanoa,  Iba  iitmm- 
lation  of  a  letter  from  Looia  de  Onia  to  the  Caplaia 
General  of  Oaraeeaa. 

ITic  tanden^of  miarapwaaatatjona  aad  aaneationa, 
«Wch,  it  maj  b«  inftmd  ftom  thia  apecteiaii,  enter 
iato  moia  inpoitant  ooma^ndencaa  of  the  writer,  to 

pmnialf,  in  fonign  ooocila,  at  a  critioal  period,  --^ 

adrane  to  &•  peace  and  to  tbe  beat  iutniialB  o. 

•onntc;,  rendara  the  canlanta  af  the  letter  of  aoflldent 
memenT  to  b«  mada  knowfi  to  tbe  Lagialahire. 

JAMES  MAWaOIT. 

jAitTAai  10,  ISLI. 

The  Meeaa^  aid   letter  therein  referred  1 
VMM  read,  and  referred  to  «  aeleet  committee,  to 
coo  aider  and  report  t  hereon. 

Ord^Ttd,  That  Mr.  Batabr,  Hr.  CaAwroaD, 
and  Mr.  Cimt,  be  the  committee. 

The  rea^lutlon  realerdaf  receired,  confiden- 
tially, by  meaeage,  from  the  Hoasc  of  Repreaeni- 
aiives,  WM  read  the  aecond  lime;  and  on  motion 
by  Mr.  Crawfobd,  il  waa  referred  to  a  aeleet 
eommiltee,  to  consider  and. report  thereon;  and 
Mr.  Andbbbon,  Mr.  Crawfobd,  Mr.  Chut,  Mr. 
Bbadley,  aod  Mr.  ShitHi  of  Maryland,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Cbahplih  aubmiiied  tbe  following  motion 
for  eonaideration ; 

Bmhtd,  That  Oe  Pieddml  of  the  United  Statea 
be  reqoeatad  to  oniae  to  be  laid  belm  tbe  Senate  anoh 
eanmunicationa  aa  mi^  bava  been  made  to  lum  by 
beaia  deOttidinralBttoBtohia  ha*iii|  been  auioiiited 
a  ipecLal  Minialar  to  the  Uailed  Stataa  by  the  Sepaaaw 
Central  JbziU  of  Sfain. 


Tbe  reaolHioo  nbmii^  yeaterd«r  bf  Hr 
CaaMFi-iit,  waa  leaumed  ;  awl,  oo  hia  uMtae,  it 
was  agreed  to  wnend  the  reaontton,  aa  fbllows : 

Rt*ototd,  That  the  FWdrnt  of  tbe  United  Slalee 
be  reqaeatad  to  ceuaa  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  aocli 
eommnnicatiana  aa  m^  haaa  been  made  to  him  bj 
Lenia  de  Onii,  in  relation  to  hit  haviog  been  appotntad 
a  apai*al  Miniatar  to  the  United  StaNa  by  the  Bepreaae 
Central  Janta  of  Spain;  and,  alao,  in  regnd  to  tbe 
partiraki  akjact  of  fata  a|ipoiMlm«nL 

On  the  qiieicioo  (o  agree  thereto,  it  waa  deiet- 
mined  in  the  negnlive — ;e«a  9,  nayi  18,  «a  fel- 
low* : 

YaAa^MeaaM.  Bayaid,  ChampUn,  Dana,  Ooodnc^ 
Horaay,  Uoyd,  Fickerins,  Reedf  and  WottkiUBtoii. 

NATa— Meaaia.  Audenoa,  Brent,  Clay,  Con^ 
Crawford,  Cottt,  Franklin,  Gaillaid,  German,  Gitaia^ 
Qran,  Lambert,  Leib,  SitMth  of  Maryland,  Smith  of 
New  York,  Tail.  Tajk>r,  aad  Whitadde. 

Mr.  AxBBBSOR,  from  tbe  committee  appointed 
on  the  eiibjeei,  reported  tbe  coofideniial  reaMotiaa 
from  the  Heiue  of  Hepmeittiivea,  with  Ibe  fbl- 
lowing  amendiaeBt: 

Strike  out  aU  Ae  worda  aAer  ll»  word  "  Aa,"  Int 
tbe  Irat  line  af  Iha  leaofailiDD,  te  tbe  aad 


of  ^tainandof  her  AmeriaanpMTiBeeiieade* 

inf  tbe  induence  which  tbe  deatiay  of  Ibe  tenitay  ad- 
joining dM  BOuthom  berdei  of  tbe  Dnitad  StaUa  ataf 
na*e  upon  theii  aecuiily,  tranqailii^,  and  eonuMft* : 
Thenttire, 

Boohed,  h«  tie  SmaU  and  Bum  of  Stprttatta- 
Ifeer  e^  the  United  Statu  of  Amtriea  in  Cangru* 
aueuSled,  Tbat  the  United  Sialea,  under  the  pentiiat 
drmmatancea  of  the  eiiiting  criai^  cannot,  witbeot 
aerioni  ingaietnde,  aee  any  part  of  the  aaid  territory 
pam  inU  the  handa  of  any  ioreign  Power;  and  that  a 
daa  regard  lo  their  own  aafrty  compala  Ibem  la  feo- 
Ttda,nfdcr  ecrtein  eentingendea,  far  the  tempemj 
oeeapalion  of  the  aaid  Ierrit«i7;  th^,  altfce  nmetime, 
deelaia  tbat  the  aud  tarritory  ahall,  in  tbeb  lunda,  re- 
aain'aabjact  to  a  (btnre  aegollalian. 

Wbioh  report  waa  read,  and  eonsidered  aa  in 
Committee  of  ihe  Whole;  and,  on  motion  to 
adopt  tbe  report,  a  diriiion  of  the  qnesiion  waa 
called  for  by  Mr.  Daka,  and  the  queiiion  loatrike 
out  waa  affreed  to,  and  the  amendment  was  adapt- 
ed ;  and  the  Preaidenl  reported  the  resoliition  to 
the  House  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  the  resolniion  pais  to  the  third 
reading,  aa  amended. 

SATDBnAT,  January  IS. 
Mr.  Cona,  from  the  commiiiee,  repotted  iba 
aioendineat  to  the  oonBdential  reaolntioa  frota 
the  Hooae  of  Repreaentaiirea,  correotly  eo| 
and  the  resolution  was  read   tbe  ibiril  t 
amended. 

On  the  queaiion,  "Shall  thia  reaoluiion  pan, aa 
amended  1"  it  was  determined  in  ibe  affirmatire— 
'  yeaa  23,  nays  6,  aa  ibUowa; 


Oilisan,  Gregg,  I^mbert,  Leib,  Halbawao^  Fopat  Befc, 
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JMiM.  ftufth^  MwytoJ,  aMhh  4<  Hmt  7Mk,  IWt, 

ThIw,  WhitoMd^  Ud  WMtUufftM. 

Nah— MsMa.  CliMaptin,  Dtn^  OoodaA,  Llojd, 
PJcteoBg,  and  Bead. 

Ob  BDtiim,  by  Hf.  Woarmrarov, 

Retdved,  Thai  a  eSBmitwe  of  two  beappoioi- 
td  le  eavrf  the  aid  rMoltrtiaa  aid  «fim4»ni  lo 
tbc  Ho«H  of  RepreteaMlivc^  aad  Mk  tbvir  aoB- 
•arrute  therns. 

Ordered,  Tbai  Mr.  Cux  and  Ur.  PwKHiao 
be  th*  cobduUm. 


MoNDAT,  JaauMtj  li. 

Ur.  C1.AS,  from  the  vaniwiMe,  riporud  tiikt 
tbay  had  pwfofcil  ibe  doiia*  aMigs«d  tfaan  oa 
BatUf  day  ImI. 

Tba  foUowiaff  eoofidcwiaj  wiMaga  wai  rt- 
'«»if«dft«ai  l(wR«aaeorH«preamiatin«,  bf  Mr. 
HoNT«oHEBT  and  Hr.  Hiluh,  two  membm  of 
thatbadr: 

Me..  Paamnra :    The  Bt 
■TM 

tion  m^ug  a  dedaraben  with  napact  lo  ooi  Bouftem 
tontioT. 

The;  eonew  in  lh«  bin,  entitled  "  An  act  la  anable 
the  President  of  the  United  Statea,  under  certain  eon- 
tingenciee,  to  take  poweauan  of  the  coDntrj  Ijing  eail 
oftheiiTor  Pnidido,  and  »alh  of  Uie  Suts  of  Georgia 
and  the  Miaaiedppi  Territory,  and  for  other  porpowa." 

Mf.  CuTTe,  from  the  comniitiee,  reported  that 
ihef  this  day  examineiJ,  and  fotind  duly  eorotled, 
tbe  biU  and  rvMluiioo  tut  maniioncd. 


tmawv:    n«  H«aM  at  RepnMMathM 
,e  amendment  of  the  Senate,  to  Ike  roMla' 


TniaDAT,  Jaoaary  IS. 

The  folldwios  confideniitl  roeiaafe  was  re- 
eeired  from  ibe  Honse  of  ReprMintatiTea,  by  Mr. 
MoHTaoHBRT  and  Mr.  Millbr,  two  menfacra  of 
ibai  body: 

Mr.  Phesideht:  Tbe  S|>eaknof  th«  House  of 
RepreseDlaliT«a  .hariDg  tigoed  an  Enrolled  bill, 
Kud  an  enrolled  resolutioo,  we  are  directed  lo 
bring  them  to  tbe  Senaie  for  the  lignatore  of 
their  Prcaident. 

ThePHBUDBHT  tigtiedtke  enrolled  bill  and  rea- 
olntion  last  reported  to  hare  baeo  esamiotd;  and 
tb«y  were  deliTered  to  the  commitica,  to  be  laid 
before  the  Ptuidut  of  th«  tTniled  Stetea, 

FatDAT,  January  18. 

Mr.  CoTTB,  from  the  eonnniilae,  reported  that 
they  did,  on  the  15th  ioatant,  lay  before  ihe  Preai- 
detit  of  theUnited  Slate* theeorolted  bill,eninled 
"  An  act  to  enable  tbe  Preiident  of  ihi  United 
States,  onder  certatD  eoatingEaciea,  to  take  not- 
aeBsioEiof  ihecoanrry  lying  eaal  of  [hetiferPeF^ 
dido,  and  natb  of  the'Siate  of  Qeorgia  and  the 
Mistisiippi  Territory,' and  for  other  porpaBee;" 
also,  Ihe  tesDlmioa  making  a  declaraiioa  with 
respect  to  oar  Southern  frontier. 

The  following  confidential  message  was  re 
ceired  from  the  House  of  RepreaentaiiTes,  by  Mr. 
HoNTOOMBRT  aod  Mr.  Ob  at,  (wo  mem  ben  of 
that  body : 


Mr.  PaakiDBHv;  Tk«  PreaMeot  of  Ike  United 
Suiei  hatb  aotifiedike  Ho«m of  RepresentatiTca 
tkat  be  did,  oe  the  I5th  hwlaat,  approTe  and  niga 
ikerarolM  KtolMiM.mkingadeclBTatioii  wrth 
resneel  to  oar  Southern  frontier. 

The  foHoartag  ooaideoital  Message  was  ra- 
petTcd  from  tbe  PaansBNT  or  tbb  Uinnn 
8tatb«: 

Mr.  PaaiiTiiiT:  "ntePrasUmit  of  the  TToitad  Stale* 
did,  on  Ike  ISth  iiwteni,  appnte  and  eign  "Ad. act  to 
•aaUe  the  PTeadent  of  tbe  Unflad  States,  under  certain 
eaatJBgeiteUs,  I*  take  MsaassiMi  of  tiie  coaab^  Pyiag 
MSI  of  the  riT«a  Penllila,  and  mnA  of  tbe  State  of 
Oaeagia  wd  the  Musta^fi  TwiilM^  and  iar  Mker 


Ordered,  That  tbe  Secretary  com mnnieBie  tbe 
ame  to  tbe  Hoow  of  Represen  tat  ires,  codfiden- 

Bdhrat,  U«sb  3. 
Hr.  Clat  Mbaaiuad  tk«  foUoi^im  ttotiM  for 


Raahed,  iy  Uu  Senalt  and  Soute  ^  S^rumtit- 
finu  ef  ike  Unihd  State*  itf  Amtriea  in  Coagrtt* 
auembkd,  Tbal  the  act,  passed  during  the  present  se*. 
■OD  of  Conpass,  entitled  "  An  act  lo  enable  the  Presi- 
dent <^  the  United  States,  tioder  ceitain  contingBncies, 
to  lake  possession  of  iha  eountr;  Ijing  east  of  the  iiTer 
Perdido,  and  sotith  of  the  State  of  Georgia  and  tha 
Mluiaaippi  Territory,  and  for  other  puiposei ;"  and  the 
declaration  sccompanying  the  utne,  be  not  iHinted  or 
piibE^ed,  unleaa  directed  b;  the  Preeidont  of  tJM  United 
QiatOi,  any  ian  at  (wage  to  the  eontraiy  notwitl^ 
•landing. 

On  motioa,  by  Mr.  Clat,  the  resoltttion  was 

rice  read,  by  UDBBintouaconaeal. 

Od  tbe  questioDj  "  Shall  this  resolntioii  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time?"  it  was  deter* 
mined  in  (heaffirmalire. 

Mr.  Cnrre,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
resolution  lant  mentioned,  correciiy  engrossed ; 
and  the  retolation  was  read  the  third  time,  by 
nnanimoos  conseiH;  and 

Bttolved,  That  this  resolution  do  pass. 

On  motioD^y  Mr.  Tubher, 

Retdved,  That  a  committee  of  two  be  ap- 
pointed lo  carry  Ike  said  iiesolutioa  to  the  Houaa 
of  RepreaeBlatiyes,  and  ask  their  concurrence 

Ordertd,  That  Mr.  Tobner  and  Mr.  Smitb, 
ofMarrtand,  be  the  committee. 

Mr.  TnaiiEBjfrom  the  committee,  reported  (hat 
Ibey  had  performed  the  duty  assigned  them. 

A  confldEBtial  message  was  received  from  the 
House  of  Repreaentatires,  by  Mr.  Maa-raonnr 
and  Mr.  Mooas,  two  membera  of  that  body,  as 
fallows : 

Mr. PacaioEirr :  TheHooseofBepresentalires 
have  passed  ihe  eon&deotial  resolution  sent  from 
the  Senate,  with  amendments,  in  which  they  aak 
tke  oooeurrence  of  the  Senate. 

Tba  Senate  proceeded  lo  consider  the  amwid- 
menis  of  tbe  House  of  Represeotatirea  to  the  said 
resolutioo.    And 

RtKlKd,  That  thay  do  concur  thel^ein. 
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£jVCltftH   i^f^GMOtUft, 


On  motion,  bjr  Mr  Oaill&rk, 

Beaolved,  Tb>[  ■  commtiiee  of  twobeappoint- 
cd  to  inform  the  Houm  of  RepceMDlatira  tbat 
the  Seoate  hare  concuned  in  tbe  njd  amcnd- 

Oniend,  That  M(.  Wobtbinotoii  and  Mr. 
Batabo  be  the -committee. 

Mr.  fiiTABti,  from  the  eommittce,  reported  that 
ibeT  bad  peiformed  the  dulf  autgaed  them. 

Mr.  Cdtts,  from  tbe  comniiuee.  reported  tbai 
they  had  examined,  sod  fouod  daij  enrolled,  tbe 
bill,  eotiiled  "An  act  eooccrainsiheaettoanabia 
tb<  Ptetidenl  of  tbe  (Jailed  Sutet,  uoder  certain 
conliageoeiet,  to  lake  rOMtwion  of  th«  eooDtry 
Wing  eau  of  the  river  Peidido,  aad  eouth  of  the 
Stale  of  Georgia  and  the  Mii-Msiippi  Territory, 
nod  for  oiber  parpoiet,  nod  the  declantioo  aceom- 
paoying  the  heiw," 

AcoDfideDtialmettege  waa  teceired  from  the 
Hoaae  of  Rcpresenialirei,  by  Hr.  MoNTSaiuaT 
aod  Mr.  Moobb.  two  membcrt  of  that  body : 

Mr.  PiMiDBiiT :  The  Speaker  of  the  Houm  of 
ReprcMBta tires  having  signed 


ire  dircetcd  to  briflj^  it  te  the  S«iwt«  for  the 
signature  of  their  Freiideat. 

The  Pbbbidbmt  signed  the  enrolled  bilt,  bist  re- 
ported to  hare  been  examined,  and  it  was  de- 
lirerpd  lo  Ike  camniittee,  to  be  laid  before  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates. 

Mr.  Cnrra,  from  tbe  committee,  reported  that 
IheT  this  day  laid  beware  the  President  of  .the 
United  State*  the  eorolled  coofidcBlial  bill  last 
naeottoned. 

A  confidential  Message  was  received  from  ike 
PBEaiDRST  or  THB  Qhitid  Statbb, •■  ftdlows: 

Mr.  PaasiMirr;  ThePrestdentof  theUaitedStatsa 
thk  da*  spprovad  and  n(p>ed  tbe  confidential  hill,  rati- 
dad  ■  Ao  act  coneanuiii  an  act  t>  eBaMa  iha  Phul- 
dant  of  the  Uoitad  Stataa,  uader  eaitaiii  coutiiifenciss, 
ta  take  paasiwion  of  dte  eonnUylyiiiK  e«wl  of  the  livai 
Psrdido,  aad  aoulh  ef  tbe  Btala  of  Oeoi«u  aod  lbs 


OrtUred,  Tbat  Mr.  Ciim  aad  Mr.  Caimbia 
be  a  comsiitiee  to  aotify  the  Hoosg  of  Repreacal' 
wire*  Uureof. 
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PROCEJSDIKGS  AND  DEBATES 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


AT   THE  THIKD  SESfflON  OP  THI  ELETBNTH  COHORES8,  BEGUN  AT  THE  CITT  OF 
WASBUfGTON,  DECEMBER  8,  IBIO. 


MoKDAT,  Decembw  3, 19L0. 

Thia  being  ihe  ila;  inpomted  bp  ibe  Goniti- 
latioa  fof  Ibe  meeting  of  ConifreM,  the  foIlowiDg 
members  of  tbe  Houm  of  Represefiutirei  ap^ 
peared,  and  took  ibeir  seats,  to  wit: 

From  iVnc  Hampikire — Judoi  WiUon. 

From  Mat»aehu*ctt»—EiAM  Bacon,  WiUiaraBlj, 
and  Joseph  B.  Vunum,  Sf>eaker, 

From  Vcrmcoi— Sunual  Sbatr.    . 

From  Conneeficut— EpspbToditai  Champion,  John 
Davenport,  jr.,  Jonathan  O.  Itoaelej,  Timoth;  nUun, 
Jr.,  and  Benjamin  TaUmadge. 

PVoRt  New  York — Jamea  Emott,  Jooatban  Filk, 
Robert  Le  Hojr  Lt*inrrton,  Erartoi  Root,  Tbomaa 
Bammona,  loiia  "nomfon,  Uri  Tracr,  und  KUUu 

Avn>  Hnp  Jency— Adam  Boyd,  Jacob  Haftj,  and 
Heni7  Sontliaid. 

Frpm  i'MMyfaBMo— WillkBi  Andeno*,  David 
Bard.  Bobeit  Brom,  .William  Crawford,  William 
FindJaj,  Daniel  Heiater,  AaiOB  LyU,  William  Milnor, 
Jotu)  Rea,  Matthiai  Riohardi,  Adam  Sejbert,  John 
SmiliB,  Georgg  Smith,  Baomal  Smith,  and  Bobert 
Whilehfll. 

From  Slaryland — Charlai  Ooldiboraagli,  Aleian- 
dei  McKlm,  Philip  B.  Ke>,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  John 
MontgDmerj,  and  Nicholsi  B.  Moore. 

From  Virginia — J«mea  BreckenrulKs,  William  A. 
Burwell,  Mitthew  Clay,  John'DawMD,  DaTid  ».  Gar- 
luid,  Thoma*  Oholioo,  Peteraon  Goodwyn,  Joaepb 
Lewie,  jr.,  Tbomai  Newtun,  John  RoniM,  and  Jamei 
Slapbonaon. 

From  North  CaroHniM—WSlia  Abton,  jr..  Jamu 
Codumn,  Jsmei  Holland.  Thomai  Kenan,  Nathaniel 
Macoa,  Aighibald  McBrjdi,  JoMph  Peamw,  Richard 
Stanford,  and  John  Slanlej. ' 

From  South  CaroHna — Lraitiel  J.  Aleton.  William 
Bntler,  Joaeph  Calbonn,  Thomaa  KeoTo,  John  Taylor, 
and  Robert  Withenpoon. 

From  Gtorno— William  W.  Bibb,  HoweU  Cobb, 
and  George  if.  Tionp. 

Fram  Kaitvcky—loa«;ph  Duha,  Richaid  M.  John* 
■on,  and  Samnel  McKae. 

From   TenneMcc— Pleaatwt  H.  MiBei,  John  Bhea, 
and  Robert  Weaklej. 
Frant  OWv— Jeremiah  Morrow. 


Sevenl  n«wraemben,'ia  wit;  fiora  C«iB«e- 
lient,  £■>]«»■■  Hdrtiitstor,  Ntoraed  to  tetre 
ID  ike  place  of  Sanoel  W.  Dana,  appointed  « 
Ekoator  of  tbe  Uoiicd  Biateaj  from  New  JetM^, 
JoBif  A.  SooBBBR,  in  the  pleee  of  Jamea  Cut, 
deceaaed ;  and  from  Harrlaad,  Robbbt  Wbiobt, 
in  the  place  of  John  Brown,  reiigued  j  appeared, 
prodaeed  tbeii  eredaotiala,  were  goaliBed,  aod 
took  their  eeat*. 


iiL 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DawsoN,  a  eomroitlee  wae 
appointed  on  the  pari  of  the  Houee,  jointly,  with 
the  oommiliee  eppoioted  on  the  pen  of  the  Ben- 
ale,  to  wait  on  tbe  Preeideot  of  the  United  Sums, 
ana  inform  bim  that  a  quonim  of  tfae  two  Honeea 
is  aaeembled,  and  ready  lo  receive  *af  oommual- 
eations  be  may  be  pleased  to  make  to  ifaem. 

"lie  Clerk  of  the  House  was  directed  to  pro- 
cure newspapers  from  any  number  of  offices  that 
the  members  may  elect,  provided  ibat  tbe  ex> 
pcDse  do  not  exceed  tbe  amount  of  three  dtUly 

The  Hoase  then  adjoarned  until  lo-morrow 
moroins.  eleven  o'clock. 

TiTBSDAY,  December  .4. 

Beveral  other  members,  lo  wit:  from  Matta- 
ebuveiis,  Ricbard  Cdtts,  Ebenezed  Sbaveb, 
and  Cbarles  Thrheii,  jr. ;  from  Rhode  Island, 
ELtBHA  R.  Potter;  from  New  York,  Thomab 
R.  QoLD  i  from  Pennsylvania,  Robert  Jenkinb  ; 
and  from  Virginia,  Burwell  BAesErT  and  John 
W,  Eppes  ;  appeared,  and  took  their  leats  in  the 
House. 

A  new  member,  (o  wit :  from  New  York,  Sam- 
ITEL  L.  MiTcBiLL,  relnrned  to  serve  in  the  place 
of  William  Denning,  resigned,  appeared,  pro- 
duced his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  hit 

**JttiiATB*i>  Jbumiiiob,  Ihf  Delegate  from  Iha 
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H.orR. 


Sandtng  OmnuUM*. 


DSOEHBSR,  1810. 


Indiana  Terriiorjr,  and  Jolum  Fotdrab,  tbb 
Deli^terrooi  tbe  Territotf  of  Of  laaos,  appeared, 
and  took  ihfrir  seau. 

A  mcuagerrom  the  Senate  ia formed  the  H( 
that  a  quotum  of  ihe  Senate  i«  anembled,  and 
ready  (□  g^oceed  to  buaioen.    They  have  ap- 
pointed a  committee  oo  their  pan,  joioily,  wiih 
the  committee  appointed  oo   the  part   of  this 
HoDse,  to  inforai   the    President  of  the  United 
Slates  that  a  quotum  of  the  two  Houtet  is  i 
■emhM,  cad  ready -to  receire  may  acMnmunii 
iiDi»  chat  he  may  be  pleated  to  make  to  ibem. 

Mr.  Dawboh,  from  the  joint  committee  ap- 
Doioted  to  wait  on  the  Pre«dent  of  the  United 
State*,  reported  that  the  eommiltee  bad  pei- 
formed  the  semce  assigned  them,  and  that  the 
President  answered  >hat  he  would  make  a  com- 
municatioa  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  to- 
morrow at  twelve  o'clock.   - 

Wbdnebdat,  December  {>, 

SeTeral  other  loembeFs,  to  wit:  from  New 
Hampshire,  Damiel  BLiiasaLi.  aad  John  C. 
Chambebl^im  ;  from  UatsachuMlis,  J.  QoihoT, 
Samubl  Taoqakt,  and  Labah  Wunxran ;  from 
Vermont,  WrLLiAu  Csaubeklih,  Mabtin  Cbit- 
TBHDBH,  and  Jonathan  H.  Hvbbajid  ;  from  Con- 
.  Dcclieui,  Lewis  B.  Stdroeb;  Trom  New  York. 
VmcBNT  Matthbwb,  Petbb  B.  PoarBn,  ana 
EaEMBzaB  Saos;  >nd  from  Rhode  U|and,  RtcH- 
abd  Jacxsoit,  jr. ;  appeared,  and  look  their  seats 
.  in  ibe  House. 

A  Message  was  leecired  from  the  PrebioEmt 
or  TBB  UinTBD  STATaa,  wbieii  wa*  read  at  the 
Clerk's  lablf . 

[For  this  Messa^  see  Senate  Proceedings  of 
this  date.'ante  page  11.] 

The  docamenis  accompanylBg  the  Mes^gc 
JMring  been  read,  in  part,  the  House  adjourned. 

Thursdat,  December  6, 
Ttie  House  resumed  the  reading  of  the  docu- 
ment; accompanyinji  the  Preaideni's  MeMage  of 
yesterday,  and  having  gone  through  the  same, 
the  Message  and  documents  Were  cammiiied  to 
the  Comtikitlee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the 
Union;  and  three  tbousaod  copies  ordered  to  be 
printed  for  the  Qse  of  the  members  of  (he  Uout«, 
Hr.  Sodthabd  presented  to  the  House  certain 
proceedings  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Slate  of 
New  Jersey,  dtsapfffovio^  of  three  amendmenis 
proposed  to  the  Consiiiation  of  the  United  States, 
to  win  one  by  the  Legislaiure  of  the  Sute  of 
Massachusetts,  limiting  the  damiion  of  anyact 
laying  an  embareo  within  the  United  Sutes; 
one  by  the  Legidaiure  of  Virginia,  "  That  the 
Seoaiors  in  Congress  may  be  removed  from  office 
by  a  vote  o{  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of 
the  members  of  the  respsctire  State  Legislatures 
by  which  the  aaid  Seoaiots  have  been,  or  nay 
b^  amMintedi"  and  the  other  by  the  Legialature 
of  PennsyWaafa,  "That  an  impartial  tribunal 
may  be  established  to  determine  disputes  between 
the-General  and  State  Ootemmenis;"  which 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  taUe,  j 


RtM^A'Kd,  That  t^«CommilMe  on  Poai  Office* 
and  Post  Roada  be  insitucted  to  report  a  bill  aa- 
thorixing  the  members  of  the  Senate  and  Hoase 
of  Re presentB tires  to  frank  the  President's  Mes- 
sage and  accompanying  docaments,  transmitted 
to  both  Houses  a  t  the  opening  of  the  present,  ses- 
sion, noEwilbeiaoding  the  same  may  weigh  more 
than  two  ounces  avoirdupois:  Provided,  That 
each  member,  so  franking,  shall  endorse  on  the 
wrap|>er,  in  substance,  that  the enclostire contain* 
the  said  Message  aitd  doenimcnts,  and  cbeni  only,  , 
and  subscribe  his  name  to  such  endorsement. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  JoHNeait,  that  the 
House  do  now  resolve  itself  into  ibe  Cotnmiitee 
of  the  Whole  Honaa  on  the  stale  of  tba  Unioa  ; 
and  tbe  question  being  taken,  it  wbs  determined      ! 
in  the  negative.    .  i 

Tbe  Spbakbb  laid  before  the  Hoase  oeriificaies 
of  tbe  election  of  Ebkhshbr  HoirriiisToif,  of 
Conneeticui;  Jobn  A.  SoonnGa,Of  New  Jersey;  J 
RoBBRT  WaioBT,  of  Maryland;  and  William  1 
UcKi[it.£r,  returned  to  supply  the  vacane*  oc- 
casioned by  tbe  rratgoaiioa  of  John  O.  Jacksoo, 
of  Virginia ;  which  were  referred  l«  tba  Com- 
mittee (jfEiections. 

STANDING  COHMrrTEBe.  i 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  W.  Alstob,  tbst  the 
House  do  now  proceed  to  the  appointment  of  the        I 
Standing  Comniitteea,  parsnaot  to  the  rules  and 
orders  of  the  Home.  < 

Whereupon,  the  fullawiog  commiliees  were 
appointed :  i 

CommUtee  of  EUcliotu—iir.  Findi.i:t,  Mr. 
Cuv,  Mr/  Storsh,  Mr.  Troop,  Mr.  Tatia>b, 
Mr.  Van  Rbnbbblawi,  «nd  Hr.  Tao^abt. 

Ommtittee  of  tfiwa  and  Afbant— Mr.  Bma,       ! 

r.  W.  Alston,  Mr,  Tallmadob,  Mr.  Mont- 
,  Baooh,  Ur.  Sjiiuh.  and  Mr.  Jobh* 


Committee  ef  Commerce  and  Mamtfaxttrta — 
Mr.  Nbwtok,  Mr.  Mitcbill,  Mr.  Cottb,  Mr. 
PirEiH,   Mr.   McKiK,  Mr.   Bbtbebt,  and  Mr. 

OfmmiUet  efdaimt—'MT.  Root,  Mr.  Butlcb, 

r.  BaowN.  Mr.  Starlet,  Mr.  Gbolbon,  Mr. 
QoLDBBORonoB,  and  Hr.  Shaw. 

Committee  on  PiMie  Landa—MT.  Morrow, 
'•■r.  GoaBwyH,  Mr.  Ely,  Mr.  Born,  Mr.  Oolo, 
Mr.  Cobb,  and  Mr.  MqEbb. 

Q>mmitUe/or  the  Ditlrici  tf  CUumMo— -Mr. 
Vah  Hokh,  Mr.  L.  Alstom,  Mr.  Wbaxlkt,  Mr. 
G.  SMiTa,  Mr.  J.  C.  Cbaubrblaih,  Hr.  TaAor, 
ead  Mr.  BsBOjuitRiiMe. 

Cbmmtf/ee  on  tAe  Poet  O|po«<«i(l  Poet  Aada— 
Mr.  Rkba  of  Tennessee,  Mr.  Tbompmin,  Mr. 
Debha,  Mr.  Starforo,  Mr.  Tbovp,  Mr.  Cai^ 
BOON,  Mr.  Morrow,  Mr.  DatBrport.  Mr.  Cbit- 
RN,  Hr.  WBrrsBiLL,  Mr.  J.  Siiith,  Mr. 
PoTTEB,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Sbavek,  and  Mr. 
Hdptt. 

OimvHtieeofSepisalattd  V«jiniahedBunnem-~ 
Hr.  Southard,  Mr.  JACXflOH,  and  Mr.  Witbbk- 

BPOOR. 

ammi'rtM  o^jlecounff— Mr,  N.  R.  UooR%  Hr. 
Tdbnib, and  Mr.EaiiM, 
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msToitn  OF  congress: 


Dbccmber,  1810. 


AmendwuiU  to  the  Con»iitutwt. 


H.  OP  R. 


Fbiut,  Dee«iDb«  T. 
Aaolher  member,  to  TJl:  from  New  Jersey, 
William  Helm*,  appeared,  and  took  b'\a  seAt  id 
the  House ;  alio,  a  new  member,  to  wit :  from 
Maryland,  Sahuel  Rinooold,  reiuroed  to  serve 
in  the  place  oF  Roger  Neisoo,  resigned, appeared. 

C reduced  his  ciedenitala,  wai  qualified,  aod  look 
is  seal  ia  the  House- 
Mr.  Lewis  preseoled  a  peliliou  of  tbe  Presi- 
dent aud  Directors  of  the  Farmers'  Bank  of 
Alezaodria,  si||ned  by  Ricbard  M.  Sca[t,  their 
President,  praying  that  a  charter  of  iocorporation 
may  be  granted,  according  to  the  terms  of  their 
association,  or  upon  lueh  other  terms  as  Congress 
inay  thiok  proper  to  prescribe;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Culumbia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bacon, 

Heaohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  SUte  be  di* 
rected  lo  lay  before  this  House  a  list  of  the  names 
of  persons  who  hare  inrented  any  new  or  useful- 
art,  machine,  or  composition  of  mitter,  or  any 
improremeat  thereon, and  to  whom  patents  have 
issued  for  tbe  same,  from  that  office,  subsequent 
to  the  twenty-third  day  of  Janoary,  one  thousand 
eiftbt  hundred  and  fire,  with  the  dates  «o4  gene- 
ral objects  of  such  patents. 

Resoleed,  That  the  Commiilee  of  Ways  and 
Heaos  be  instructed  to  prepare  and  brioK  in  a 
bilt  establishing  a  snitabTe  annual  talary  for  (he 
additional  Auistani  Postmaster  General,  author- 
ized by  tbe  act  regulating  the  Post  Office  Eslab- 
UshmeQI,  passed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress. 

On  (uotioa  of  Mr.  Root,  the  House  reauWed 
itself  into  a  Commiuee  of  the  Whole  an  the  slate 
of  tbe  Union. 

Mr.  R.  then  noted  tbe  appointment  of  sareral 
committees  on  the  President's  Message;  but  it 
being  auggested  Uiat  the  documents  had  not  been 
laid  on  the  tableaof  the  membetf,theeoaimitiee 
rose  without  deciding  on  anythiq;  in  relation  to 
the  Meseaye. 

On  moiioi)  of  Mr.  Fibk, 

RtMnlotd,  That  the  apportionment  of  Repre- 
sentatives amongst  the  seraral  States,  according 
to  the  third  enumeration  of  the  people,  ought  to 
be  in  the  latio  of  one  Represematire  for  every 
■  ■  thooaand  persons  in  each  State ;  aod  tba[  a 
eommittce  be  appointed  to  bring  is  a  bill  accord- 
ingly. 

Mr.  Fibk,  Mr.  MoiELay,  Mr.  Moorb  of  South 
Carolina.  Mr.  ^inct,  Mr,CooHBAN,Mr.  Baio, 
and  Mr.  Millbk,  were  appointed. 

Tbe  Houae  ailjourned  aoiil  Monday. 

MonnAV,  Deeember  10. 

Several  other  mnnbere,'  M  wit;  from  Masaa- 
ohusetts,  OinEOK  Oakdrbb;  from  New  York, 
QiunoH  8.  MyKroBD ;  from  Pennsylvania,  Jobi* 
PoBTBB ;  from  Virginia,  Jo B.f  Lovs  and  Dakul 
Brmtet  -;  and  from  North  Carolina,  Lbmoel 
Sawver;  appeared,  and  took  their  seats. 

The  Sfbae^b  laid  before  the  House  a  ceciificate 
of  the  election  of  William  T.  Babbt,  elected  lo 
lltbCoK.  SdSiss^lS 


KDpply  the  raeaney  occasioned  by  the  resi|;natioD 
ofBeajamiQ  Huward,  of  Kentucky;  which  was 
referred  in  the  Commiilee  of  Elections. 

Mr.  L&wiH  presented  a  petiiioa  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  Poioraac,'in 
Alezaadria,  in  the  District  of  Colnmbia..  prayiuf 
for  an  act  of  incarporalioo  to  take  effect  frotn  the 
third  of  March  next;  which  was  lead,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Commitiee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Oq  motion  of  Mr.  Davenport, 

Raolwd,  That  two  Chaplains,  of  diflerent  de- 
nominations, be  appointed  to  Coagress,  for  the 
present  session,  one  by  each  House,  who  shall  in* 
terchange  weekly. 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Commiilee 
on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  presented  a  bill 
toambotiza  the  tranaporiatioa  of  eertain  docu- 
ments by  mail,  free  oi  postage;  which  wbi  read 
twice  Rod  ordered  lo  be  engrossed,  and  read  the 
ibird  lime  today. 

Mr.  Kbt  presented  a  petition  of  Lewis  Grant 
Davidson,  of  the  Ciiy  of  Washington,  staling 
(hat,  for  (he  purpose  of  inheriting  a  targe  eaiaie, 
he  has  assumed  the  surname  of  Davidson,  having 
heretofore  been  diiljnguished  by  tbe  surname  of 
Grant,  and  praying  that  a  law  may  be  paued 
ratifying  and  conBtminc  to  him  and  his  heirs  for* 
ever  the  said  •nrname  of  Davidson- — Referred- to 
Mr.  Key,  Mr.  Ehott,  Mr.  Sawtbb,  Mr.  SoGr- 
FEY,  and  Mr.  S.  Smith,  to  coaaiiler  and  report 
IhereoB  to  the  House. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THB  CONBTITUTIOy. 

Mr.  Macon  said  that  be  had,  late  in  tbe  last 
seuion,  laid  Upon  the  table  a  moiinn  lo  amend 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  He  had 
done  it  at  that  lime  merely  with  a  view  to  give 
notice  of  his  intention  to  oBer  nocb  a  proposilion 
at  tbe  present  session.  This  ainendmenl  spoke 
so  plainly  for  itself  that  it  was  UDUcccssary  lo 
explain  it.  It  would  be  seen  thai  its  object  wm 
to  prevent  any  member  of  Congress  from  accept- 
iozanappaiatmentin  thePre.idenlial  termduring, 
which  ne  might  be  a  member;  for  inslance,  ili 
would  go  to  prevent  any  member  of  the  present 
Congress,  from  accepting  an  appointment  under 
the  present  Chief  MagiaUaie.    The  following  t* 

Bttohtd  hu  the  Se»tat  and  Onttef  B^rtaaUtr 
tivt*  of  Iht  Urtxttd  StaU*  of  Amtriea,  i»  Caagrmt 
aiKmbkd,  hm-lAirA  ofbath  l£nMe«cDn«um»;,  That 
the  fbllowini  seetioD  M  submiUed.  la  the  Legistaturei 
of  the  several  Slates,  irtiiel^  when,  ratided  bv  the  L»> 
futatuTw  of  thtee-fbnrtb*  oi  the  Slates,  shall  be  valid 
and  bmding  as  a  port  of  the  Constitutiim  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

"Ne  Senator  or  Represantstfvs,  after  having  taken 
his  past,  disll,  daring  the  time  ibr  which  he  was  elected, 
be  eligible  to  any  civil  appointmcDt  nnder  the  snthoiity 
of  the  United  Slates,  nor  diall  snj  penon  be  eligible 
10  any  sneta  appointment  until  tbe  eipiiatian  of  the 
Pieatdenliel  lam,  dming  wtueh  each  person  shall  have 


This  resoloiion  was,  oo  motion  of  Mr.  MaconI 
referred  to  the  Commiltee  of  the  Whole  on  tbe 
■iBteof  the  Union. 
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PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 

Oq  motion  of  Mr.  Albton,  ihe  Hooie  TMolv«d 
itMlf  inio  ■  Coramiiiee  of  ihe  Whole  on  ibe 
•latt  of  Ihe  Union,  Mr.  Maoon  io  the  Charr. 

The  MesMije  of  ihe  President  of  the  United 
8lBle#  baving  been  read — 

Hr.  Root  mored  tbe  following  resoluiiona : 

1.  -BtMohtd,  That  so  much  of  tba  Memga  of  the 
Prsiidenl  of  (hs  United  SlitM  u  reUtei  to  the  nitiiect 
of  ODi  foreign  ralttioni,  be  refeired  to  *  wlect  eom- 

S.  Hetohiei,' Tb%t  w  much  m  nlttei  to  th«t  pirt  of 
West  Florida,  tniuind  bj  the  cewion  of  LouialuiB, 
be  refeired  to  t  telect  eonimittee. 

S.  Raohed,  That  so  much  u  relate*  to  the  eneonr- 
agemint  of  AmericaR  tuanDfaetarM  and  naTi^tion, 
bc'raftrred  to  the  CommlttM  of  Commerce  and  Man- 


i.  JUtoktd,  i'hat  M  much  m  icIatN  to  tbe  im 
lion  of  a  National  Univetsi^,  b«  refttnd  to  a  aelact 
sonmiittoe. 

B.  Baalvai,  7%at  lo  much  ai  relate*  to  the  vi^tien 
of  lawi  interdicting  the  sUto  trade,  be  referred  to  tbe 
Committee  of  Commerce  sod  Mana&cturea. 

6.  JUtohtd,  That  that  part  relating  to  fortificatioai 
be  refbrred  to  a  select  committee. 

7.  Raohed,  That  that  part  in  regard  lo  tbe  mitltia, 
U  referred  to  avelect  committee. 

8.  Saohtd,  That  *o  much  as  relttea  lo  the  Catft 
of  EngiDecre  and  Htlitaij  Acadetn;  b«  referred  ' 


When  Ibe  resoluijoo  Tespecling;  West  Florida 
WM. under  eooKideraiioD— 
Mr.  Newton  Haid  be  wished  lo  know  from  itie 

feollenian  who  moved  the  reiolulioo*  whf  hi 
ad  inokeD  of  a  part  of  West  Florida  only' 
Wbelher  ibe  whole  was  not  included  in  the  ces 
sion  7 

Mr.  Root  said  be  bad  supposed  ihal  no  more 
territory  bad  been  acquired  by  tbe  Treaty  of  St. 
IldefoQso,  than  lies  west  of  the  Perdido;  whilel 
West  Florida  was  uoderstoad  to  extend  as  far 
east  19  Pensacola.  But  if  the  whole  bad  been 
ceded,  10  much  the  better ;  all  that  part  "  acquired 
by  tbe  cession,"  was  embraced  by  the  rESoluiioa. 

Mr,T.  MooBE  nioTed  lo  amend  the  resoluiioo 
so  ai  to  read  "  so  tnnch  as  relates  to  West  Flor- 
ida, at  ceded  to  the  United  Siates." 

Mr.  MiTCHiLL  remarked  that  tbe  resolution 
ma  about  as  perspicuous  as  could  well  be  devised. 
If  there  was  any  ambiguity  in  it,  it  was  derived 
from  the  Message,  in  which  West  Florida  was 
meniioDed,  although  he  beliered  no  sucb  name 
was  to  be  fouad  in  the  cooTention  for  the  cession 
of  Louisiana.  If  the  resolulion  eonfotmed  lo 
the  message,  it  was  oat  wonh  while  lo  go  into  a 
discussiou  as  to  the  different  appellations  which 
had  at  different  times  been  given  to  the  territory 
in  question.  Mr.  M.  took  a  brief  view  of  the  dif- 
fereni  traosfers  of  that  territory,  observiog  that 
tbe  term  West  Florida  waa  not  Luowa  ia  Spanish 
geography,  being  an  airangement  made  by  the 
British  whilst  ibey  held  posseuioni  so  that,  in 
fact,  this  was  a  qaeslion  of  British  and  American 
geoaraphy  ob  one  aide,  and  Spaniab  and  French 
on  the  othei.    Upon  the  whole,  u  the  nsolulioD 


camsponded  with  the  language  of  the  Measage, 

■nd  was  sufficienlty  inielligible  at  prweiil,  he  wa* 
opnpaed  lo  the  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  lost. 

When  the  resolution  respeciing  the  encourage- 
ment of  American  navigation  aud  manafaclurea 
was  under  consideration — 

Mr.  BoRWELL  suggested  Ihe  propriety  of  refer- 
ring the  subjects  to  two  distinct  eommitleea.  This 
motion  was  supporCed  by  Mr.  Alston.  It  vm 
eonlended  that  the  duties  of  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures  were  tuSeiently 
arduoua,  without  burdening  ihem  also  with  the 
subject  of  mauufactureq.  Mr.  Albton  took  oc- 
casion 10  observe  that  the  subject  of  raanufae- 
lures  bad  heretofore  been  rather  neglected,  and 
it  was  proper  that  more  aElenlion  aliould  be  paid 
to  it. 

Mr.  Newtom  opposed  the  motion  for  dividiag 
the  subject  between  the  two  committees.  How 
were  they  to  encourage  manufactures,  he  asked, 
unless  by  layiug  additional  duties  upon  foreign 
tonnage  and  maDotacturei?  Mr.  N.  repelled  the 
iosiouatioo  that  manufactures  had  experienced 
neglect  under  ihe  suidsnce  of  tbe  Comtuittee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufsctttrei.  He  contended 
that  on  thi  eontrary  tbey  had  thriven  and  flour* 
ished  under  Iheir  care,  although  theHonae  bad 
neeer  consented  lo  lake  as  eflectual  meaaares  for 
their  support  as  bad  been  recommeaded  by  the 
committee. 

Mr.  MiToaiui.  said  he  loo  was  opposed  to  ler- 
ering  things  which  had  in  their  oattire  an  esaen- 
lial  connexion;  for  instance,  be  ibought  that  the 
proposed  aeparaiion  of  the  aubjects  of  commerce 
and  mantilaetnres  was  noiialural  and  preposter- 
ous. On  a  review  of  whet  had  been  done  by 
Congrexs,  be  ibought  the  friends  of  domestic  man- 
ofactures  had  much  canse  to  be  satisfied.  He  re- 
cited the  various  eneoarBgemeDis  which  bed  been 
given  '10  manufactures  by  Cnngress,  in  permitting 
the  importation  of  ihe  raw  materials  free  of  doty, 
and  io  laying  heavv  duties  on  the  imporlation  of 
manufactuied  articles.  On  tbewhole,  he  thought 
that  aa  commerce  ami  manufactures  io  fkcl  were 
inseparable,  they  ought  not  to  be  divided  by  any 
resnlalion  of  the  House. 

The  motjon  to  amend  was  lost. 

Oq  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  the  resolutioa  re- 
speeting  forliScRtians  was  amended  by  inseriiag 
ibe  words  "land  forces  and"  preceding  the  wvrd 
'"fortifications." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BtasriT,  the  following  res- 
olution was  adopted: 

e.  Haohed.  lliat  so  much  as  relatoi  to  Ihe  Navy 
of  the  Vnilad  States,  be  lefemd  to  a  aalael  oonmiUec. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  resoln- 
tions  to  the  House,  which  were  immediately 
adopted;  and  the  several  eommiitees  ordered  to 
be  appoinled  accordingly. 

Mr.  Eppes,  Mr:  Taylor,  Mr.  Fisfc,  Mr.  Moat- 
gomery,  Mr.  Seaver,  Mr.  Cfaitlenden,  and  Mr. 
Desha,  were  appointed  a  committee,  purtnant  to 
the  first  resolution. 

Mr.  Wright, Mr.  Sage, Mr.  Qardoer,  Mr.  Craw 
ford,  Hr.  Lewis,  Mr.  MeBryde,  and  Mr.  Rhea  of 
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ItaatKte,  were  ippoiated  i  commiKee,  punuaDi 
to  the  aecoad  resolutioo.  ■ 

Mr.  Miiehill.  Mr.  Burwell,  Mr.  M&coQ,  Mr.  X 
Porter,  Mr.  Pitkio.  Mr.  Wfaemlon,  lod  Mr.  Ring- 
(pld,  were  appointed  a  eommitlee,  pnrsuaai  to 
the  fourth  retolulioi. 

Mr.  DiwsoD,  Mr.  Helini,  Ur,  Cobb,  Mr.  Bea 
of  PennaflraDJa,  Mr.  GbampK>D,Mr.  LmngatoD, 
aad  Mr.  Hubbard,  were  appoioted  a  commiiiee, 
paranant  to  the  tix\h  rcaolutioa. 

Mr.  RooL  Mr.  Turner,  Mr.  Potter,  Mr.  GoUi, 
Mr.  Holland,  Mr.  Butler,  Mr.  J.  Smith,  Mr. 
Weakler,  Mr.  Morrow.  Mr.  McKee,  Mr.  N.  R. 
Moore,  Mr.  Qeoree  Broiih.  Mr.  Sc udder,  Mr. 
Hantingdon.Mr.  William  Chamberlin, Mr.  filais- 
dell,  and  Mr.  JeQDingi,  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee, purauBDt  10  the  sKvenlh  resolutioo. 

Mr.  Peter  B.  Porter,  Mr.  Lore,  Mr.  Lyie,  Hr. 
Pearson,  aad  Mr.  filf,  were  appoiaiad  a  commil- 
tee,  pariMBl  to  the  eighth  rfsolutioo. 

Mr.  Baneit,  Mr.  Mmnford,  Mil  ftaiDer,  Mr. 
KeiwD,  Mr.  Milaor,  Mr.  Taylor,  aad  Mr.  Jack3( 


Mr.  BicoK  moarked  that  a 
mtghi  eiiat  whether  tha  ii 
the  non 

mge,  irai  referred  to  the  Ci 
and  Manafaeturei  or  to  the  ComEoittce  oa  For- 
eigD  Relaiiont.  To  remore  ihi*  doubt  he  moved 
Um  foll(»viBf  raiolatioa,  whiob  »a»agT*ed  ta  ; 

10.  StMohtd,  That  •»  laucb  of  tba  MnMfe  ef  ^ 
Prendant  of  tha  Unitad  Slatea  as  nlalaa  to  tha  dallKta' 
wIniA  may  b«  fevnd  to  exbt  In  (be  pMrUoni 
act  ecmeamjnf  tba  Bomnarcial  intaTcoorfe  betwatn 
tbe  Uoiled  Sutaa  aod  Qraat  firilaia  aod  Fraaeo,  b* 
raiwrad  to  the  Conuniltee  on  Foraign  Kahltoaa. 

ToaaajiT,  Deoembat  II. 

Sereral  other  membeta,  to  wii{  from  New 
To  rk.  Me  an  AH  EniOKBRBACKtit ;  from  Tirgioia, 
Edwin  Qbat  aad  J*coa  Swoopa;  and  from 
South  Caroliaa,  Riobahd  Wirmj  appeared,  aod 
look  their  seals. 

Mr.  Vam  RcnsaELAEB  presented  a  petition  of 
•uodry  officer*  and  soldUra,  and  the  beir*  of  offi- 
oers  and  loLdiers,  whoaeived  in  tba  Briiitb  arm]' 
in  America  in  the  war  between  England  and 
Fiaoee,  betareea  the  jreari  1755,  and  1763,  now 
retidiog  ia  the  county  of  Albany,  State  of  New 
York,  payiag  that  iheitclaimi  to  Uoda  for  aer- 
Tic«s  in  the  aaid  war  may  be  ioTeaiigated,  aad 
that,  if  any  be  found  due  to  tbem,  they  mav  re- 
ceire  granta  for  the  aaoM.— Referred  to  the  Com- 
miiieaoatbe  Public  Landa. 

A  ntaaage  fron  tha  Beiate  raformed  tha 
Hooae  that  the  Seoala  have  raaolrad  that  two 
Gbairiaioa,  of  diflerent  deBominaiieiMj  ba  appoint- 
ed to  Cougaew,  fnr  tlw  pfeieni  aesaioa,  who  ahaU 
interchange  weekly. 

An  engroaaad  biU  to  tnlhofize  (he  ttanaporta- 
lioD  of  eeriaio  doeamenta,  free  of  poatage,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  puacd. 

The  Home  proceeded  ta  oonaider  the  raaoln- 
tioa  [rom  the  wwata,  fot  ike  appointBoM.of  two 


Cbaplain*  ro  Congreu,  who  ehall  inierchange 
weekly ;  aod  the  lame  being  read,  waa  agreed  to 
by  the  House. 

The  House  proceeded,  by  billot,  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Chaplain  to  Congress  on  their 
part;  and,  upon  examining  the  ballots,  it  appeared 
that  the  whole  number  of  rotes  were  one  htia- 
dred  and  Gre,  that  fifty-seven  were  ffiren  for  the 
Reverend  Mr,  Lbb,  forty-seven  for  tlieRererend 
Mr.  Bheckekridqe,  and  one  for  the  Reverend  Mr. 
fin  OWN. 

Mr.  Lee,  bavlog  a  majority  of  the  whole  nnm- 
bergiren,  was,  consequently,  declared  duly  elected. 

WaDnaaDAT,  December  12. 

Two  other  memben,  to  wit :  from  North  Caro- 
tina,  Mebbace  Prakeliit  and  Williah  Kbn- 
nbdV,  appeared,  and  took  their  seats. 

A  Meatare  wai  received  from  the  President  of 
The  Doited  Slates,  traosmittinr  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  Stale,  from  which  it  will  be  seen, 
that  a  very  considerable  demand  beyond  the 
lepl  appropriations  has  been  iaciirred  for  tha 
aopport  of  seamen  disireased  by  seiznres,  tn  dif- 
ferent  parts  of  Europe,  of  the  Teasels  to  which 
they  belonged.'— The  Messue  and  report  were  - 
referred  to  the  Commiliee  oTWajrs  ana  Meana. 

Mr.  JoHHBON  presented  a  petition  of  John  and  - 
Edward  Tanner,  of  Louisiana,  praying  the  aid 
and  patronage  of  Coogreas,  in  openioE  a  caoU 
navigation  between  the  waters  of  the  MisajBippi 
and  St.  Fraoeii  Rivers;  also  the  pre-emption 
ri^hl  to  a  certain  tract  of  land  on  wbich  are  two 
mitt  seats;  and  to  be  aoiborized  lo  open  a  road 
direct  from  New  Madrid,  in  Louisiana, ito  Naih- 
ville,  in  Tennessee ;  aod  that  the  said  road  may 
be  established  ask  post  road  of  the  United  States. 

Ordertd,  That  ao  much  of  the  said  petition  aa 
respects  a  pre-emption  rieht  lo  land  be  referred 
to  the  Commiliee  on  the  Pabltc  Lands ;  that  ao 
much  as  relatea  lo  opeaing  a  road  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Foai  Roads ; 
and  thai  that  part  thereof  which  leJalea  to  open- 
ing a  canal,  be  referred  to  a  select  commi^ee. 

Hr.  JoHNson,  Mr.  RionARDflj  and  Mr.  Swoon, 
were  appoioted  the  said  committee. 

*Ir.  Kit,  fr«m  the  committee  appointed,  on 

tenth  instant,  aa  the  pelitido  of  Lewis  Orant 

Davidson,  made  a  report ;  wbieh  was  .  lead^  std 

the  reaolutioo.  therein  contained  concurred  in  by 

the  Hoase,  as  followa: 

Renlvei,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ia 
reasonable,  and  ought  to  tie  granted. 

Onknd,  That  a  bill  be  brought  in,  pursnent 
to  the  said  resolutioo;  aod  that  the  same  com- 
mittee do  prepare  aod  bring  in  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Uoaaow, 

JtetobKi,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Pablie 
Lands  be  instructed  tb  inquire  whether  any,  and 
what,  further  provision  is  neeesaary  lo  be  made 
for  settling  ibe  claims  to  land,  and  for  sorreyin;  ' 
and  sale  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
Territories  of  Orleaoa  and  Louisiana;  and  that 
the  committee  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  FiiK,  from  (he  comiDiltac  appointed  tiu 
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aeTMth  iiMtiini,  prrseut^d  a  bill  for  ih«  appor- 
tioDineiit  of  Represeatatives  among  tbe  Kveral 
Buiea,accordtflgioti)eihirdenumerat>(iD;  which 
w*a  lead  twice  and  commiued  lo  ■  Cummuiee 
of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

A  Di»saf[e  from  ibe  Seoate  iofornied  the 
Home  that  the  Senate  haT«  appoinled  the  Rer. 
Hr.  Addison  a  ChaplaiD  to  CoozrCBs,  on  iheir 
pari,  during  tbe  present  leEsion.  Thejr  bare  also 
paaied  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  HuspeDd  the  sec- 
ond t«c<iou  of  tbe  set,  eniiiled  'An  act  regulatiog 
Ibreign  coioi,  and  fur  other  purpoiei ;"  to  whicE 
Ihcv  desire  ibe  concurrence  of  ihi»  Home. 

The  Mid  bill  was  read  twice  sod  committed  lo 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 
PATENT  OFFICE. 

Mr.  MiTCBiLL  remarlied   that   Coogress  had, 


lectoal  propeity,  passed  several  statutes,  together 
eonaii tilling  what  was  called  the  paleni  office. 
He  said  it- wai  eitremelj' erident  lo  everyone 
vbo  inqaired  into  Ibe  tul^eet,  that  the  power 
(ranted  to  the  Becretary  of  State  in  this  respect. 
Waa  in  complete.  Adreitiag  to  ihe  meBsDiei  taken 
'M  the  last  Bession,  and  eommcooed  at  this,  to- 
ward* the  improTement  of  the  state  of  that  office, 
Ifr.  M.  said  be  wished  lo  go  a  step  further  hy 
adopting  iJie  following  resolutiDa; 

"RtMlved,  That  a  coniaiiite«  be  appointed  lo 
inqoire  whether  any,  snd,  if  any,  what  amend- 
ments  ought  [o  be  made  in  the  several  acts  tn- 
Miring  to  indiTidoals  an  exclvsire  privileo-e  in 
tbtir  aeveral  inTeaiioni  end  diAcover[es.ana  thai 
thev  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise." 

Tbe  resolution  wa«  agreed  to;  and 

Ur.  M[TC»iLL,Mr.  STEPHBdaon,  aud  Mr.  Kxn- 
PUT,  weie  ippoinied  a  committee  pursuani  to 
,  the  *aid  resolution. 

FINANCES; 

Tbe  following  letter  and  report  were  receirtd 
from  the  Becrelary  of  the  Treasury  ; 

TaiiiDBT  DipiaTiKiTT,  Dee.  11,  1810. 

0ib:  I  have  the  hanor  to  eocliMe  ■  report,  prepared 
!■  obedience  to  the  act  entitled  "Aa  act  to  eitsblub. 
flte  Treasoi;  Departmsat." 

I  haie  the  honor  la  be,  ftc, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

An.  BriAxiB  of  Ihe  Hmae  of  Sept. 

Thisdbt  Diubtkvtt,  Dte.  10,  IBIO. 

b  ebedianee  t»  the  durectiens  of  the  set  supplamen- 

tai7  to  tbe  set  entitled  "  An  act  to  ealabliah  the  Tres- 

aaij  Department;"  the  Secretary  of  the  TrctsuTj  re- 

apei^Iilllj  suhmiU  the  foUoning  report  enil  estitDste* : 

Sevtnae. 

The  net  revsnae  srinng  fhiiD  dntjei  on  nerchan- 
dbe  and  tonnage  wbkh  occmed  dnring  the  year  1808, 
aanvnted  taVI0,84B,0Oa. 

The  Bet  reveone  siiiing  tram  tbe  seme  eanrcM, 
which  accrued  dnriag  the-  year  1806,  unouatedi  as 
win  appear  bj  the  sUtement,  (A,)  to  SS,bS7,0(IO. 

The  alatemenl  (B)  eihibiu  in  detail  the  MferBl  bm- 
^•s  of  meicbaodise  and  other  sources  from  which  Ihat 
MMane  was  derived  during  the  year  ISOS. 


It  is  ascerUioed  that  tbe  net  revenue  arising  front 
he  same  dutiei  bee,  for  the  first  three  quarten  of  tlia 
rear  1810,  exceeded  ^7,600,000;  snd  it  is  believed 
tbal  it  will  not,  for  the  whole  year,  fall  ibart  of  twelve 

The  mlei  of  public  Und>  nmlli  of  (he  OUo  riTer 
have,  daring  the  yesr  ending  on  the  30th  of  Beprcm- 
ber,  1810,  as  sppeon  by  the  sUtement  (C,)  omonnted 
to  160,000  acres,  and  tbe  payments  by  patcfaascn  to 

feio,ooo. 

The  oame  ■tatenent  shows  that  the  total  amount  ot 
■alee,  from  the  esiablishmeni  of  the  Land  Offices  ia 
the  year  IBOO,  to  the  30lh  of  Seplambar,  IBID,  have 
amounted  to  3,168,000  acres,  which  have  prodoead 
96,061,000;  of  which  ram  91,646,000  remain  doe 
by  purchasers.  The  oolea  in  the  Hiesissippi  Terri- 
tory being,  ofter  deducting  eipenses,  appropriated  in 
the  first  ptsce  to  ths  pijyment  of  91,350,000  to  the 
State  of  Georgia,  are  distinctly  stated. 

Heogipu  and  RxptndUw. 
1.   Ytar  en£ng  M  the  9WA  of  Septemitr,  ISIO. 
The  actual  receipts  into  the  Tressoiy, 

during  the  yesr  ending  on  the  SOlh 

of  September,  IBIO,  have  amotmt- 

edlo 98,686,861    IT 

M^ng,  togethervrfth  the  balance  in 

the  TreaaUTT,  on  the  1st  of  October, 

1809,  and  omaunCmg  to  -        -       6,838,936  01 


An  ag|Tf  **^ 


14,517,797  I» 


The  dioboreements  dnring  (he  «ama  year  have  cob< 
aisled  in  the  fallowing  items,  via : 
Civil  department,  inoluding  misoeQanesiia  espansva, 

and  ihoee  incidental  to  the  intercoorse  with  foreifK 

notioBs 9l,a49,»W  06 

Military  and    Indian 

deputmenla  -  S,6I4,S23  16 

Navy        -        -        -  1,674,736  60 

4,188,360  SS 


S,T3l^8Sa  01 


Interest  on  tbe  public  debt 

ToUl  current  aipenees  -  -  -  8,174,368  SS 
Payments  on  account  of  the  prinoipal 

of  thepnbUi^debt.        •        -        •       3.884,409  H 

Amounting  together,  as  wid  appear  more 

in  detail  by  the  aUtement  (E)  Is  •  11,068,767  « 
And  leaving  in  the  Treasury  <Hk  SOth 

ef  Beplembei,  ISIO,  a  bolanee  of   -      S,46*,0S9  7t 

14,«17,7»T  IS 

It  therefore  appeals  that  the  actnal  reoetpta  into  lb* 
Treasury  have  exceeded  the  current  eipenaea  of  Gov- 
emment,  inclnding  therein  the  interest  on  the  debt, 
by  a  sum  of  Ave  hundred  thousand  doUsiai  the  ex- 
penses hod  during  die  pieoeding  year  sicaeded  the 
receipts  by  a  sum  of  thtrteeo  hmidred  tbooaond  del- 
lata.  The  diflennce  ariaee,  not  Aom  an  inereaae  ia 
the  receipts,  lot  from  a  diminntioa  in  die  ezpeneea, 
partionlon;  those  of  the  Military  and  Naval  Dspert- 

S.  Lait  quarter  of  Me  year  1810. 

The  receipt!  li>r  that  quarter  will,  it  is  beiieved,  be 

more  than  sufficient  to  defray  the  cuRanlaipeBaeeaiid 

interest  on  the  debt  aocruing  dniing  the  same  periitd. 

Bat  the  pajnente  to  b«  made  on  aeeonnt  of  the  pnie 
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nxm  Hun  $6, 100,000.  ■  Uwn  first  negotiated  for  tS,- 
700,000,  and  afterwink  radnfad  to  <|tS,TOO,000,  be- 
eama  iinrfwij  Tha  Toceipta  and  diabnnaniaBti  ibt 
thatqaarter  Ma  tberafcra  Mtiiiiat«d  aa  MIowt: 
Saciipta  int«  tha  Traaaar;  flmn  Iha  ■»• 

diDannTsniw  ....     9X,6D0,000 

Pracaadi  of  the  loan  raoeiiablg  on  Slat 

of  Deoamtker,  1810    ....        S,7II0,M0 
Balance  in  tiie  TraaaniT  on  let  of  Octo- 
ber, 1810 a,4S0/H)0 


8,710,000 


EzpSBaea,  cini,  nililaiy,  and  naTal, 

eatimfttcd  ....        1,670,000 

btanat  acccning  on  the  dome*^ 

debt DO0,D0O 

-8,1 

F^menta  on  aceenot  of  Ibe  public  ihbt, 
in  onler  to  eemplete  the  annnil  ap. 
prapriation  of  eight  millione,  and  in- 
cluding the  Taimboraenient  of  Slat  of 
December,  1810,  aa  the  ni  per  cent. 
and  deferred  itodu,  and  that  of  eame 
date,  of  93,761, Its  exchanged  aii  per 


eeBt.atock 


8.   Year  IBLl. . 

Tha  ootatanding  tetaaae  bcnda,  after  dedDcdsK  tba 
•xpetMea  of  coUectioii  and  allowing  ftir  bad  debt*,  will 
sot  prober,  en  Ike  IMoT  Januuy,  IBtl  Ul  ihart  of 
alcTen  miltiona  and  a  half  of  doUaia ;  tke  aetoal  ra. 
oeipte  for  tba  jui  IBII,  on  aooonnt  of  the  aalae  of 
knjla,  maj  ha  eatimated  at  fiia  hnndred  Iboauaddol- 
lare;  and  it  ii  preaumed  that  the  parlian  of  thareTenve 
ariiing  from  importationi  anba^uant  to  the  preeent 
jeiT,  which  will  be  raceiTcd  in  1811,  will  be  more 
than  auffident  lo  pa;  the  debeatoreapajable  in  that 
jear.  The  actnal  reeeipta  into  the  Treaiurr  during 
that  jami  ma;  tiuiefore  be  ertlmaled  at  913,000,000. 

Eatimatinc  tbeeipenaeaof  Gorernmcat  for  tha  year 
IBIL,  not  to  exceed  the  aaonnt   actuaJlr  expended 
during  the  7eai  ending  on  the  80th  of  Septanbar, 
1810,  thai  !■  to  aa;— 
Eipenaea  of  a  ci<ril  natuia,  both  domea- 

tic  and  foreign  .        .        ...     9I,M0,000 

Hilitarjand  NaTalDspartmeBie  -  4,IM,000 


0,480,000 
3,000,000 


The  aggregate  of  tiie  ontreat  eipenea, 
excluHTelf  of  the  pajnanta  on  ao- 
caant  of  tha  principal  of  the  debt, 
would  not  exceed      .... 

Tha  pajmenta  on  account  of  the  princi- 
pal of  the  debt  will  be  applicable  to 


the  a, 


lain 


eflbeted  thia  year,  and  to  the  rein- 
baraetnent  in  part  of  the  eonierted  lix 
per  eeat.  atock,  and  mnat,  in  Mder  to 
complete  the  annual  appropriation  of 
eight  millioaa  of  dolleia,  wnoant  to  -        5,U0,0W 


Making  far  the  whole'amonnt  of  the  ei- 
penditnreaof  the  year  1811  18,430,OM 

oraboM  one  nilUoa  of  tUiHan  note  than  tha  rM«^|M 

forlhaaane  jeer. 

If,  themfbre,  thia  eatimata  eonid  be  telied  on,  bb 
ithori^  to  bornnr  one  miDion  of  doHara  wonid  b* 


anda  half  of  the  principal  of  the  debt,  leaving  at  the 
aante  time  in  the  Treaaary  a  balanoe  of  two  iniUioDa 
wT  dollara,  a  anm  net  gretier  than  what  under  eziat- 
inf  ciicnmataaeea  it  ia  eligible  to  raeerve.  But  a  deC- 
•iwDcj  may  take  place  in  tha  racwpte  if  the  aiaoonl  of 
dabenttiree  ritoald  exceed  what  fiaa  been  eetiraated| 
and  br  the  eipeneea  far  the  Military  and  Naral  D^ 
paitnealB,  (whiA,  acMfding  to  the  eetimateaof  thnw 
aepaitmanta,  and  oielanrdT  of  the  aKB  naeeewrj  fat 
fiirtiScatiou,  amonal  W  $4,010,000,)  may  be  graattr 
Uwn  the  amonal  actoally  expended  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  SOth  of  Baptember,  1810.  In  order  t* 
provide  fat  Iheee  and  ether  gnfereaeen  eoDtin|aBde«v 
the  propriety  of  aolhoiiBng  a  reloan  not  oxeeeiliNS  iii 
Iha  wh^e  the  araoant  of  the  prinojpal  of  the  debt  i*- 
daring  the  aaate  year,  ia  reapactfuUy  asW 


Public  DAt. 


amonnlaU  during  tba  year  enffing  on  the  80di  day  of 
SeptoQther,  1810,  to  93,884,000,  and  daring  the  tama 
yeara  and  a  batf  ending  on  the  aame  &^  to  near 
937,700,000,  •xdnerrelyor  more  than  eis  millioaa  tf 
dollai*  paid  in  coafonnlty  with  the  piorieiana  of  th* 
CoBTentim  with  Great  Biilain  and  oif  the  Loaiainaft 
CanTeiilioB> 

Taking  the  calendar  yeai  ISIO  W  itaelf,  the  priif 
dpal  of  the  debt  actually  reimbuiaad  will  nn"iitt  ta 
9M  63.376,  Tii: 

AnnHal  reimb«ri«ment  of  ux  per  cent, 
and  deferred  ilocka    -        -        .        .     91,4II,UI 
eimbunement  of  the  aix  per  cent,  ex- 
changed itock  ....        -        3,701,13fi 


C,103,87C 
S,76(UN» 

ML3,37« 


The  loan  authorlied  by  the  act  of  lait  aawion  bad 
it  Gral  been  nrgoliaUd  in  Ibe  latter  end  of  Hay  far 
93,700,000;  but  tha  eipeneec  baling  proien  lea* 
than  had  been  ei^>poaed,  it  wai  by  mutaiil  conaant  re- 
duced in  October  to  93,700,000.  With  that  ot^  in 
Tiew,  in  orJer  that  no  greater  aum  ahould  be  nlUmalo- 
ly  borrowed  thui  might  be  neceoary,  and  alao  in  or- 
r  ta  KToid  ai  long  aa  practicable  an  increaae  of  atoi^ 
the  market,  anil  that  of  a  mare  permanent  apades 
of  debt,  a  temporary  loan  from  the  Bank  of  the  Uni-. 
ted  Blatei  WH  preferred  to  auv  other  mode.  It  ia  is- 
imbunable  on  the  laat  day  of  December,  ISII,  with  a 
reaerration  that  fbe  bank  may,  ia  oaM  of  a  »»«•. 
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Bam]  of  it*  diaitcT,  demand  id  aajtiaT  p^nicnt  on 
giTiiiB  thi«e  aoDtbi'  notice.  Thii  condilion  mtj,  ir 
•QfoTCed,  uv«  lotoiB  iDtcrut  to  (be  pahlic,  and  can 
pTodDce  DO  ineoBTanieiiM,  u  tlwra  will  be  go  gieatat 
4tfflcvlt7  in  eflecting  k  new  loan  (if  Deccaaary)  in  the 
middla  than  ia  the  latter  eoil  of  tbe  jeai.  The  docD- 
■BDta  P.  O.  U.  I.  abow  both  tb«  object  and  the  tacma 
of  tta«.loHi. 

Fran  what  baa  Iwen  alated,  it  afpeaii  that  nq  other 
proTiaioiMire  atcemrj  for  tbe  jeai  ISIl.thaa  a  ooo< 
linaaDce  of  the  additional  3}  per  etnt.  duij,  comnion- 
ly  callctl  the  Meditenanean  Fund,  and  an  anthoHty  to 
borrow  *  anm,  piobablT  nmch  leaa,  and  oortainlir  not 
greater  than  the  amonnt  of  tbe  principal  ot  the  pi^ 
Ik  debt  wbicb  will  ba  MinburaM  dming  tiio  jeot> 
Bnt  w  in  eonlbimky  with^  tbe  act  «f  lat  of  Hay, 
ISIO,  lEe  impaitatian  of  articlee  tbe  frowlfc,  jrodnce, 
or  nenn&cliue  of  the  dofnlnUma^  colontsa,  end  de- 
pende'ncie*  of  Great  Britain  will  be  prohiMled  alter 
the  Sd  daj  of  Febmery  neit,  if  that  nation  thall'not, 
bafbro  that  time,  ao  iotoIm  or  nodiJy  bar  cdkta  aa 
that  they  iball  ceaae  to  riolate  die  commerce  of  tbe 
OMitod  State*,  mkm  pm>i«eni  a[^Mar  BeeeaeHy  for 
tta  porpOM  of  anpplying  die  dtfidency  in  the  reventM 

'  £if  bem  that  ewwc,  end  of-grhng  ' 


It  ba  at  thia  Una  aatinuMd  with  e>y 
daftee  of  preeiiioii.  Tbs  exptijenca  of  tbe  aaentag 
jfi  oan  aiona  aSord  lufiietent  data  lor  a  psmaBeot 
and  detailed  plan  adapted  to  that  itale  of  thing*.  Mid 
calcniatad  to  innire  peneverance  in  the  BTatom  *a 
long  a*  may  be  thooght  proper.  Bnt  in  tbe  mean- 
whUc,  it  appear*  eatenlid  to  lay  the  foundation  of 
nieb  plan,  and  to  guard  in  titoa  ageiut  any  fteat  de- 
ieit  )n  the  receipt*  of  Qie  jrear  I81S.  It  i*  brlieved 
diet  nnder  eiiating  oircn  mils  nee*  it  would  be  ■□l!i- 
eieDt  to  rtnder  tboae  receipt!  equal  or  nearly  eqaal  to 
the  ntrrent  expenditure,  including  therein  the  iaisrest 
on  the  pnUie  debt,  and  aatimaled  at  aboni  eight  mil- 
Nona  of  deUan;  and  with  a  Tiew  to  that  objeet.-a  con- 
Mdeixble  and  Imnwdiale  increaie  of  the  preaent  datie* 
•B  importationa  ia  reapedftatly  inggeated. 

It  i*  not  leaa  important  fliat  the  >et  ihontd  be  free  of 
legal  diScDltie*  and  of  weU-fbonded  otncetion*,  and 
that  it  ahonld  be  enfbreed  by  every  practicable  mean*. 
On  that  BUbjeet  the  following  obier*Btion*  are  anb- 
mittad.- 

I.  Th«  law  of  let  of  M^-,  IBIO,  ha*  neiUier  ei- 
preidy  defined  the  edicta,  tha  reTocation  of  which  ii 
txpMud,  nor  made  a  notification  bjthe  Freaident  the 
eTidence  and  lole  evidence  of  the  fact.  It  Ibllaw*  that 
in  caie  of  an  nniatisfoctory  modificKlion  of  her  edict* 
by  Great  Britain,  the  deeiaion  of  the  qne*tiaD  itaelf, 
whether  the  non-importation  be  actually  in  force  or 
Bot  will  be  left  to  the  coorta,  whence  dejayi  tnd  em- 
barraaament*  will  ariie  wliicb  will  contiderably  impede 
tbe  operation  of  die  law. 

S.  Tbe  non-importation  it  lo  take  place  on  the  3d 
day  of  February  neit,  If  a  roTocntlon  ibaU  not  have 
taken  place  before  fliat  day.  But  (hi*  m*;  baxe  Uken 
■dace  and  not  be  known  an  that  day  in  the  United 
atatei.  If  the  collectont  ibitain  from  aelzing  mer- 
ehandtse  imported  after  tbit  dey,  until  the  fact  ihall 
baTC  been  ascertained,  and  the  edicts  (ball  not  h*te 
been  revoked,  tbe  merchandiie  will  oioape  foiieitore, 
and  tbe  law  during  that  period  will  be  inoporatiie.  If 
they  ante,  and  Ae  edicta  ibiU  haye  been  revoked,  tbs 
■^Mrea  will  hove  been  illegal,  and  the  collector*  will 


ba  liable  >o  penonal  aoita.  TUa  iaoeaieniMiee  may 
be  remedied  by  a  prariaian,  ^bvcttog,  that  daring  that 
period  it  ahall  ba  tbe  dnty  of  tbe  coUeeter*  to  maka 
■eiinica,  bnt  that  the  go^  ibaLi  be  reaKavd  to  IjM- 
partie*  on  their  giving  bend  with  anretiea  for  ihovalDo.. 

8.  Na  »xetfti«m  haa  been  Made  by  tha  »et  in  Eavor 
of  veaael*  which  have  **iyed  for  the  Britirii  Ea*t  Id- 
diea  prior  to  the  Pretident'*  prodamatiiMi,  aad  tbo 
abort  period  ef  ihreo  aontha  from  the  due  of  that 
pradunalion  to  the'  day  when  Uie  law  ia  lo  take  effi^t 
will  occa^on  ferfeitorea  or  htavy  foeaea  in  raw*  af 
ftono  ,^dt  American  propnty  in  England  paid  far  ot 
ordered  prior  to  the  proelaciation.  It  seema  in  every 
point  of  view  eligible  that  caaes  cleail^  foreacen  ihonld 
oa  provided  for  by  law,  inalead  of  being  left  to  Eiec- 
utiva  diacretiob, 

4.  Iti*  believed  that  an  abandoninent  by  the  United 
State*  of  their  ahare  of  the  .panaltie*  and  forlbilaraa 
which  may  be  incnrred,  and  the  diitribntian  of  the**, 
according  to  the  eircumatanee*  of  the  caae,  among  tha- 
coliectora,  tbe  other  cuatom-hoDte  officer*,  the  inapeci- 
or*  who  heretofore  have  had  no  ibare,  and  the  iiUbnn- 
era,  woufd  inaure  p  greater  degree  of  ual  and  irigi- 
lanee  in  detecting  and  preventing  infraction*  of  Ibo' 
law. 

fi.  Some  additional  nroviiion*  will  b*  neeaaaary  lo 
enforce  the  law  on  tbe  northern  frfmtier  of  die  United 
States  among  which  m*f  be  reckoned :  the  exaction  of 
■ome  new  coUeclioti  dietricte,  puticulaity  on  the  river 
St.  Lawrence  and  in  the  eaatem  part  of  the  Btate  of 
Tennont ;  an  inwaajo  of  aalaiy  to  the  coUaotoia  in 
that  qaaiter,  inaamnch  t  uqdei  the  non-importattoD, 
that  part  of  their  compenaation  which  i*  derived  fros 
foea  wilt  ba  eooaiderably  rednced  ;  and  thai  which 
*ri«ei  horn  coinmt**ioiM  altogether  loat ;  and  an  an- 
thority  to  the  armad  force  of  the  United  State*  to- 
make  admre*.  And  it  mail  be  added,  that  the  pecn- 
liar  Mtnalian  of  iboaa  diatricta  will  lendat  taudemMi- 
tioH  oitramely  dilBnlt,  nnlaa*  liie  abligatiom  be  im- 
poeerf  M  paraau  claiming  marchandiaa  aaiwd  ihsra  lo- 
iwsve  that  tbe  aane  waa  legally  tmpartad. 

All  wbtA  ia  reapaetAilly  aubDnltad. 

ALBBRT  OALUTIN. 

Tbe  letter  and  report  baving  been  road,  ao 
much  theieor  ai  relates  lo  the  revenue  wai  re- 
ferred lo  the  Commiitee  of  Way*  tod  Means, 
and  so  much  aa  relates  to  tbe  act  respecting  com- 
mercial JDlercouiie,  dec.,  to  tbe  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations. 

TEToaaDAT  Dtcembei'  13. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  From  Georgix,  Dch- 
■la  Smelt,  appeared  and  took  his  aeai ;  aJso  two- 
other  afiw  members,  to  wil;  JoaEPn  Ai.um,  tnat 
Mafsachuseits.  in  the  place  of  Jabea  Upbam,  re- 
signed, and  WtLutH  T,  Barrjt,  from  Keniucky, 
ia  tbe  place  of  Bcnjamio  Howard,  rcnf  acd,  ap- 
peared,  were  qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  MDHPoan  presented  a  petition  of  sundrj 
mercliBolE  of  ih«  city  of  New  York,  statiog  ihe 
many  sod  great  inconvenieBces  to  which  tliey 
will  be.sobjected  by  the  revival  of  tbo  non-inler- 
coorsE  with  Great  Britain,  in  imporiing  gooda- 
whieh  Aaiwbeen  ordered  and  partly  paid  for, and 
praying  that  Congress  will  "  authorize  the  toiir 
of  ^oods  imparled  from  that  couoiry  to  auch  date- 
as  wilt  relieve  ihem  from  the  cmbanasaroeiits  be-- 
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fore  nieniioDed.''"Rererreil  to  (be  Committee  on 
Foreign  ReUtioos. 

Oq  motion  of  Mr.  Jobmsoh, 

Xemtlved,  That  the  Committee  ofWtysand 
Heios  be  initroeted  to  prepare  lod  briag  in  a  bill 
Sling  tbe  Domber  and  compenBatioa  of  clerks  in 
the  serertl  Departments  of  tbe  OoTernment  of 
tbe  United  Stairs. 

Mr.  MiTCHii.1.  prnsnted  a  petition  of  ibe  Presi- 
dent aoI^  Direciom  of  tbe  Cayuga  Manufacturios 
CompanT'in  tbe  State  of  New  York,  praying 
the  remiision  of  the  duties  they  hare  secured  lo 
be  paid  on  the  importattoti  of  twenty-fire  salt 
—Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Cr 


and  MenDfacturei 

Mr.  Lhitib  preiented  a  petition  of  the  pilots 
narigatiog  tbe  Chesapeike  Bay  and  risers  fallios 
into  ibe  same,  praying  to  be  BUihorizcd  to  eol- 
iee<  pilotage  on  Teurls  coming  ihroagh  the  said 
bay  or  riTers  to  the  District  oi  Colornbia. — Re- 
ferred to  ibe  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manu- 
iaeintes. 

apporhonmbnt  bill. 

The  Hoaee  rewUed  itielf  into  «  Committee  of 
iIm  Whote,  on  tbe  bill  to  apportion  tbe  Reprenent- 
Blirea  aecordiDg  to  tbe  third  anamenition  of  the 
people  Df  tbe  United  Stares. 

The  qtieaiion  reeorriog  on  Blling  the 'blank 
with  tbe  Bomber  of  loals  wkiel>  ihould  entitle 
to  a  BepreieotBti?^— - 

Mr.  FtaK  rem«ited  that  the  conmittee  ^of 
wbieh  he  in*  ehairman)  who  ftpcried  the  bill, 
bad  not  agreed  on  any  precise  number^,  but,  con- 
soiling  the  opinion  of  others,  railier  thatY  hh  own, 
be  would  more  to  Bll  the  blank  with  a  number 
not  BO  large  as  he  should  with.  The  precise 
amonnt  of  the  population  of  tbe  tJoited  States, 
by  the  present  census,  could  not  be  aseertBined, 
bat  a  ratioBBl  esltmaia  might  be  made.  Calcn- 
latlng  tbe  ratio  of  increase  for  the  ten  years, 
since  IBOO,  at  the  aame  rate  as  ten  yean  preced- 
ing that  period,  the  present  popolation  may  be 
estimated  at  about  leren  million).  At  a  ratio  of 
one- Represeblalire  far  erery  45.000,  the  number 
of  Repreeenlatives  would  then  be  165.  If,  how- 
ever, that  popabition  should  reach  7,500,000  sooli, 
as  many  belitTcd,  tbe  number  of  Represen  tali  res 
would  flmouoi  10  166.  Ifit  should  exceed  7,500,- 
000  and  reach  9,000,000,  aa  some  calculated  it 
wontd,  this  oumber  would  give  1T7  Represeitla- 
lires. 

The  question  was  taken  on  filling  tbe  blank 
with  the'ralio  of  45,000  Muls,  and  lost. 
For  Ibis  ratio,  39 ;  against  it,  Sfl. 
Mr.  W.  Albton  said,  as  no  number  but  45,000 
bad  been  mentioned,  and  the  committee  had  ei> 
presaed  their  ditapprotialion  of  ibal  number,  he 
fell  inclined  to  propose  a  larger  one,  although  he 
bad  boGD  willing,  in  order  to  ooiie  with  others, 
to  take  the  ratio  proposed  by  Mr.  Fi ex.  If  the 
ratio  fell  to  less  than  45,000  or  60,000,'tbis  body 
wonld  become  too  oumerotis  to  transect  busi- 
ness. If  gentlemen  would  turn  their  attention 
to  ^e  increase  of  the  leu  years  previous  to  1800, 
ihay  wouU  be  atliafied  ibai,  with  a  parallel  in- 


erease  since  that  period,  a  less  ratio  than  15,000 
wopid  afford  nearly  200  members.  He  said  be- 
fell convinced  that  a  nomeroui  body  would  not 
afford  more  talent  than  a  smaller  body.  If  the 
CooKressiooal  districts  were  larger,  the  chance  of 
obtaining  men  of  talents  would  be  quite  as  great 
at  least  as  in  smaller  districts.  One  advanlage- 
of  large  districts  in  the  Southern  Stales,  he  said, 
wouLobe,  IP  put  an  end  10  tbe  mode  of  election-- 
eering  practised  in  some  of  ihem  ;  it  would  ihea* 
be  impossible  for  tbe  eaodidates  to  ride  Ihrwgbi 
ihem  as  they  now  did.  Mr.  A.  aaid  he  was  eUwi^ 
ly  of  opinion  that  business  could  be  done  as  weN 
and  as  satisfaclorily  with  100  as  wiih  20O  mem- 
ber*. He  therefore  moved  10  Bll  the  blank  in  the 
biU  whh  50,000. 

Mr.  Bo¥o  made  tome  remarks  in  faror  of  a 
mall  ratio.  From  the  lerns  of  the  CoosiittKion, 
making  30,000  the  minimom,  he  drew  the  infer-, 
enee  thai  the  iiluetrions  framars  sf  that  inslru- 
menl  bad  considered  30,000  aa  the  most  proper 
ratio.  He  adrerted,  l«o,  to  tbe  safely  produced 
by  having  many  counsellors — a  small  body  rai^ht 
be  M  away  to  act  rashly,  by  passion,  which 
would  not  have  the  same  operaiioo  on  a  larger 
bo*f. 

Mr.  Macoi*  said  he  wis  decidedly  of  opinion 
that  the  ratio  ought  to  be  fixed,  before  the  resnit 
of  tbe  eeosQs  was  known.  He  ha^no  objection 
!o  a  moderate  increase  ofthe  Dumbe[  of  members, 
if  they  amounted  to  so  many  that  one  side  of  the 
Mouse  eoold  oot  hear  the  oilierside  speak,  debate 
was  at  end,  and  the  purposes  of  deliberative  le- 
gislation defeated.  He  should  have  liked  the  bill 
belter,  he  said,  if  it  had  declared  that  the  House 
of  Representatives  should  hereafter  consist  of  a 
certain  number  of  members,  and  had  lef)  the  ap- 
porliottment  then  to  be  made  according  to  the 
population.  On  the  subject  of  electioneering,  he 
said,  it  became  him  at  least  to  say  that  that  por- 
tion of  the  people  who  lent  him  here,  bad  not 
been  concerned  in  it.  Whatever  might  have 
been  tbe  practice  elsewhere,  so  far  as  concerned 
biaconsiiioeais,  there  had  been  no  going  about 
or  haranguing.  And,  on  the  subject  of  efection- 
eering,  said  he.  wherever  the  people  are  free, 
there  will  be  eleclioneerin^.  It  belongs  to  free 
Qovernment.  Possibly  different  farts  of  the 
country  may  differ  as  to  the  mode.  .In  some,  men 
go  themselves  about  electioneering;  in  others, 
their  friends  do  ii  for  them.  lo  some,  newspaper 
publications  help  an  election ;  in  others,  they  de- 
stroy it.  In  some  places,  I  have  heard,  the  sacred 
pulpit  is  not  free  from  it;  in  others,  a  divine 
would  be  destroyed  that  w'oolit  attempt  it.  There 
was  not  mWe  electioneering  South,  Mr.  M.  be- 
lieved, than  elsewhere ;  certain  he  was  that  can- 
didates could  not  there  spend  the  sums  of  money 
which  he  bad  heard  of  bein?  spent  elsewhere  ii\ 
an  election.  He  concluded  oy  saying  he  was  in 
favor  of  a  moderate  increase  of  Represen  lati  res. 
He  was  not  afraid  that,  from  a  multitude  of  coun- 
sellors, nothing  would  be  done;  it  was  quite  aa 
much  to  be  feared  from  too  few  that  they  wobI<] 
actrasblv- 

Mr.'  Skilii,  orging  the  importance  of  flii« 
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SowioD,  tbe  necenilr  of  mtiora  reflection,  and 
ii  own  doubia  as  to  ibe  proper  ratio,  mored  tbal 
4be  CoiDmilie«tiie,  report  progrew,  and  ask  leave 
tosilBpaio. 

The  Comraiilee  rote — 53  to  4 &— and  obtained 
.Icare  losiiagaia. 

FOREIGN  COlNa 
TheHoDteresolred  imell  fnio  a  Cottmitieeof 
ifie  Whole,  on  the  bill  rrom  the  Senate,  to  sus- 
pend the  second  section  of  the  act  for  reflating 
loteign  coins. 

The  bill  went  ibroafh  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  was  reported  to  the  Home,  Tbe 
quesiioD  occurred.  Shall  the  bill  be  read  a  third 
*nie  t 

Tbe  folloCTJDg  section,  from  ifae  act  of  Febru- 
■  wij  9.  1793,  in  tliRi  proposed  to  be  suspended : 

"  Smc.  8.  ProvitUd  o&aa^r*,  and  be  it  furtktr  m- 
•^Khd,  That,  at  tbe  eiptratioa  of  thrae  ;«*n  Daxt  <n- 
■aiof  dta  ttme  wbon  tha  coinaga  of  gold  and  dlter, 
agreeahly  to  Ibe  act,  •ntitlad  "An  act  oatabtithiDf  a 
Mint,  and  legnlatinr  the  caina  of  the  United  State*," 
t  tbe  Mint  of  lh«  United  States^ 


ooins.uid  ilKbreign  dliercaina,  eieeF^BpaaiihiatUad 
dollan  and  parta  at  f  udi  doUan^  diall  oaaae  to  ba  a 
legal  tender,  aa  afoieaud." 

Mr.  Root  objected  to  the  passage  of  the  bill. 
Bf  an  act  of  April,  1806,  the  above  section  had 
been  autpen^ed  for  three  yean  from  ibat  dai«, 
which  period  ofEnspansian  bad  long  ago  expired. 
Why,  be  asked^  now  make  that  a  tender  (not  by 
tale,  but  by  weight)  which  had  not  been  so  for 
nearly  two  years  past'?  Me  said  he  certainly 
abould  not  gire  his  vote  for  wbtl  would  subject 
our  ciiizens  lo  su  much  inconveoieDee.  Was  it 
to  provide  for  coin  in  the  banks,  which  could  not 
OtbeiwiHe  be  disposed  of  unles*  at  a  discoont,  oi 
aold  to  be  recoinedl  If  foreign  gold  was  made 
t  legal  lender,  from  tbe  want  of  meatw  of  aacer- 
Uining  ilK  ralue,  much  perpleiily  would  be  pro- 
duced. Every  farmer  or  mechanic  did  not  poa- 
■eas  scales  for  weighing  it,  and,  if  [hey  did,  prob- 
ably bad  not  sufficient  acquaintance  with  it  to 
know  to  how  much  so  many  pranyweighti  aad 

Siins  araotinted.  Besides,  he  said,  it  would  be 
tteritig  to  him,  as  a  citizen,  lo  see  the  emblems 
of  bis  own  country  circulating  among  ut  in  pref- 
erence to  those  of  a  foreigD  Power. 

Mr.  MiTCHiLL  said  be  was  one  of  those  who 
thought  tbe  bill  of  no  great  public  moment,  but 
be  bad  rather  il  ahoold  pau  than  not.  He  staled 
the  reason  wby  this  section  had  been  heretofore 
Buspeoded,  namely:  that  tbe  Mint  had  not,  as 
bad  been  expected,  ibrowa  into  circulation  a  suf- 
ficient quatittiy  of  coin  for  the  current  eichaoge, 
the  failure  being  produced  first  bya  waotof  i>kill, 
perhaps,  in  tbe  coiners,  and,  subsequently,  by  a 
WRot  of  bullion  to  work  upon.  Besides,  when 
our  dollars  were  coined,  it  wai  known  to  every 
one  that  there  was  a  prodigious  ezportaiioa  to 
Great  Britain  and  the  East  Indies ;  and,  when  it 
arrived  in  Qreat  Britain,  it  was  well  known  that, 
aa'  from  tbe  most  scrupulous  boneatv,  the  United 
States'  doUaira  coalained  leai  alloy  toao  lite  >il*er 


coins  of  other  calioos.  they  were  melted  down  by 
tbe  silversmiths  for  plate  and  for  otber  porpoaea. 
If  it  was  eipadienl  to  allow  foreign  coins  lo  cir- 
culate, as  they  now  do,  by  common  cinteBt ;  for 
the  purpose  ol'avoiding  liiieation,  he  waswilliav 
to  make  them  a  legal  Ceniler,  The  law  had  al- 
ready sufficiently  guarded,  by  various  provision*, 
which  Mr.  R.  Tead,REaiost  the  circulation  of  spu- 
rious, or  any  other  inao  good  coin.  Wiib  soch 
guards  of  its  purity,  tbe  alafm  of  hi*  eoUeagua 
was  quite  grouodleM.  The  coins  were  now  cir- 
culating (£/ac/o;  tbe  bill  propoaed  merely,  when 
good,  to  establish  a  legality  of  lender  in  relation 

Mr.  SoDTHano  was  io  favor  of  the  bill.  He 
viewed  the  decision  on  tbe  bill  as  hanging  on  that 
of  a  question  of  policy ;  whether  it  was  eipedi- 
ent  to  permit  ihe  circulation  of  any  other  coin 
than  American  and  Spanish  milled  dollanl  He 
thought  a  legal  circulation  of  gold  coin  would  be 
raore  advantageous  than  otherwise, and  therefore 
he  was  in  favor  of  Ibe  bill. 

Mr.  Bacon  said  that,  on  tbe  yeaeral  principle, 
heconldnotaee  why  foreign  com  ehoaMbenaade 
a  legal  tender,  becauM  banks  could  collect  and 
have  it  recoined.  But,  at  the  prcscM  aioaieat, 
nnder  the  particular  cirCDuutaaeeagiowinK  oih 
of  the  DOn-reuewal  of  the  charier  of  the  Bank 
of  tbe  United  Staiea,  which  h«  underaiood  waa 
winding  up  it*  aSairs,  and  had,  of  ecmrae,  keavy 
demands  upon  the  State  baakc ;  and,  niidcr  the 
presaure  produced  by  liis  demand,  or  an  iacreas- 
ed  pressure  created  by  the  bank  to  aerve  tbeir 
owD  purpose*,  if  foreign  coin  were  not  made  a 
legal  tender,  the  shock  upon  tbe  baoka,  «ad 
ibrough  them  upon  the  commnniiy,  would  be  very 
severe.  Mr.  B.  said  he  was  not,  in  tbe  prenent 
crisis  of  afbiis,  inclined  to  give  to  the  Biink  of 
the  United  States, a  facility  toaugmeat  thaprea- 
sure  which  really  existed.  These  coiisidef«ii»aa 
might  not  be  entitled  to  weight,  but  to  allow  lime 
for  I'urthereonsideraiiooof  them,  be  moved  that 
Ihe  bill  lie  upon  the  table  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  BcHWBLL  (aid,  in  his  opinion,  tbe  geotl*- 
man  who  was  last  up,  had  lakeu  a  correct  view 
of  the  subject.  As  far  as  b«  had  any  inforinatian, 
the  Bank  of  tbe  United  States  pressed  very  much 
upon  the  Slate  banks,  refusing  to  receive  gold 
coin  in  payment  for  their  notes.  Whether  the 
law  passea  or  not  would  have  no  material  effect 
upon  the  country  at  Urge.  Foreign  gold  coin 
was  already  circulatiog,  and  every  one.  who  bad 
a  debt  due  to  him,  was  willing  lo  eloae  it  by  re- 
ceiving (bat  coin  in  payment.  But,  Mr.  B.  said, 
he  did  believe  that  the  crisis  alluded  to  was  one 
which  deserved  the  consideration  of  the  Uonae; 
and  he  believed,  by  passing  such  a  law,  that  they 
would  enaUe  the  State  banka  to  stand  the  storm 
gathering  over  them. 

His  ioipressioo  waa  that  the  Bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  to  obtain  the  renewal  of  tbe  charter, 
would  make  every  effort  to  enlist  in  their  view* 
all  tbe  moneyed  insiiiuiiens  of  the  country ;  and 
if  any  one  showed  a  disposition  to  oppose  tfact*- 
Dewal  of  their  charier,  that  it  would  receive  do 
quaricr  froiD  ibe  Bank  of  the  Uahad  Siatea. 
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Tbe  qauiily  orforeifn  gcM  coin  in  (he  counirr 
couid  DDE  b«  CO  a  lid  era  ble,  bat  mr^hi  be  an  object 
to  iha  Bute  baukn.  To  those  gentlemen  who 
wished  to  Kujtaia  the  Stale  baolu,  (he  object  ot 
tbis  biH  mnM  be  very  ■ei:ep(able.  He  called  the 
aiteniioB  of  the  Hoose  to  a  p»raerlph  he  had 
aMB  in  ihe  newspapers,  itatioK  (bar,  from  the 
aingle  por(  of  Philadelphia,  in  (he  last  year,  there 
had  been  exported  between  two  and  three  mil~ 
lions  of  tiWer  doltan;  and  inferred  thence  the 
probable  icareity  of  United  Stale*'  eoina.  Mr.  B. 
was  in  favor  of  the  bill'i  lying  for  eonsideratiott. 

Mr.  Sbybbrt  Mid  that,  for  tbe  intbrmation  of 
(he  HODM,  be  would  Mate  fbat  Ihe  case  which 
bad  been  sunpcsed  as  tiketrto  exist  had  really 
oeearred.  Tne  Bank  of  the  United  Stales  bad 
pressed  upon  the  Stale  banks^  refuiinz  to  receive 
il  payment  foreign  gdd  coin,  whien  had  been 
tendered,  unteas  at  a  reduced  valae.  He  was, 
therefore,  of  opinion  that  the  bill  ought  to  pass. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on  ibe  table — reas 

Fbibat,  Deeemhn  14. 

Another  new  member,  to  wil:  frbni  Hassaehu- 
aatts,  Awttka  Bwilow,  eleeled  to  supply  the 
vacancf  oceasioned  by  the  retlgnation  ofWrl- 
liam  Biedman,  appeared,  was  qualified,  ami  look 

Mr.  8orTB4Ho,  from  t*e  Committee  of  Rerisal 
and  UnfinwheJ  Business,  made  a  repnrt  In  pari ; 
which  WR*  reid,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr,  NawToif,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufaclnre*,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petitions  nf  Iwac  Olas»,  and  Arehibafd 
MeCall,  pretentcd  a  hill.atitbarizing  tbe  iatalng 
of  debentures  in  certain  eaaes;  which  wat  read 
twtc^  and  commiHcd  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Wednejday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Oold,^ 

Buolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law. 
for  ascertaining  and  aettling  the  controverted 
boundnryoftbe  public  land,  at  West  Point,  in 
Ihe  State  of  New  York  ;  and  that  they  have  leave 
lo  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  OoLO,  Mr.  Orat,  Mr.  Winn,  Mr.  Alleh, 
and  Mr.  Fbankun,  werr  appointed  a  committee, 
pursuant  to  the  said  reaolniioti. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  P.  B.  PoiTer, 

Aeaotoerf,  That  the  Committee  af  Commerce 
and  Mannfielures  be  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  removing  the  office  of  tbe  Col- 
lector of  cosloms  for  the  District  of  Bnflalo,  in 
Ihe  State  of  New  York,  from  the  village  of  Buf- 
falo, to  Black  Bock. 

On  motion:of  Mr.  Newton,  the  Honae  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  suspend  the  sec()nd 
ieolion  of  iht  act  regulating  foreign  coins. 

Mr.  (Idihot  moved  a  recommitment  of  the 
bill  ut  ■  select  committee,  on  the  groaod  that  it 
would,  he  apprehended,  fl*  it  at  present  stood,  ro 
(0  admit  iba  gold  coins  of  foreign  Power*  to  ctr- 
cabte  at  tbeirnomioat,  instead  vflbeirrHil  value  \ 
by  wbicb  BMaoa  eenain  eoina  would  bettoiBe  > 


leodrT  at  their  nominal  value,  which  were  not 
worth  so  much  by  four  cent*  in  tbe  dollar.  To 
the  principle  of  the  bill,  be  said,  there  coQld  be  no 
objection  ;  and  he  only  wished  that  a  committee 
should  be  appoioied  to  examine  ibe  operation  of 
the  bill  and  ascertain  whether  it  would  be  as  be 
suspected  or  not. 

After  a  fe  w  obeerralions  from  Messrs.  Mitcrill 
and  Bacon  on  (be  siibjec(,  the  bill  waa  referred 

Mr.  ClDiNcr,Mr.  MiTCHBLi,,Mr.  Newton,  Mr. 
Sbybert,  and  Mr.  Pitkin,  were  appointed  (he 

Mr.  Sbepfet  presented  Ihe  memorial  of  Simeon 
Knight,  s(s(ing  tha(  he  whilst  acting  as  a  pay* 
master  in  (he  Army  of  (he  United  Slates,  bad, 
under  the  authority  of  the  late  Secretary  af  War, 
(KeDernl  Henry  Dearborn,  paid  to  Brigadier  Gen- 
aral  Jamei  Witkin*on  the  sum  of  St,450,  beinft 
Ihe  amount  of  extra  radons  allowed  him  as  com- 
mander of  aieparaie  post  whiFsl  at  New  Orleans; 
but  that  oapresentinghiivoneheis for  settlement 
at  the  War  Office,  jiayment  of  Ibe  same  was 
withheld;  and  praying  relief.— Referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claim*. 

Mr.  Vah  Horn  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
first  and  aecond  chambers  of  the  Cily  Council  of 
Wsshinglon.  praying  for  certain  alterations  in 


APFOSTIONMENT  BILL. 
The  Honte  fesolved  ilself  into  a  CommitiM  of 
the  Whole,  61  to  44,  on  ihc  bill  for  apportioning 
the  Reprpaeniatives  according  tu  the  third  enu- 
meration of  the  people  of  the  United  State*. 
'  The  question  pendinir  when  the  Committee 
rose  yesterday  was  on  flllinr  the  blank  Tor  the 
ratio  of  apportionment  with  M,000. 
This  question  was  lost,  yeas  26. 
The  question  having  been  taken  on  filling  tha 
blank  for  the  number  to  entitle  to  one  Repreaent- 
ativa  with  43,000,  and  lost- 
Mr.  FiaK  bid  it  wonid  be  gratifying  to  him  if 
any  member  would  slate  his  reasons  in  faror  o( 
a  small  number.  They  were  now,  he  said,  legis- 
lating on  a  great  question;  one  a*  materiallv  af< 
feeling  the  rights  of  the  people  a*  any  wnich 
would  come  before  them  during  the  present  eei- 
•ion.  He  bad  been  dinappointed  in  (he  resniuof 
several  questions  which  had  been  decided  in  Com- 
mitiee;  for,  fVom  ihe  best  calcuialion  he  could 
make  from  tbe  last  returns,  the  ratio  of  dne  for 
every  forty  fhousand  would  yield  an  aggregate 
number  of  upward  of  one  hundred  ana  eighty 
members;  more  than  conld  be  accommodaied  in 
(his  roera,  a  lar^r  number  than  wa*  admiasible 
undpr' a  rule,  mentioned  yesterday,  viz:  that 
more  should  not  be  admitted  than  could  hear 
each  other  speak.  If  we  increase  the  number  ac- 
cordiDg  to  the  standard  which  seems  to  be  con- 
iidered  proper  by  some,  to  what  extent  will  it 
not  carry  Q*  1  If  we  once  ettabll*h  the  rule  (hat 
tbe  Representatives  shall  be  so  apperiiooed  aa 
that  no  Stale  shall  be  deprived  of  ■  Represeou- 
live,  we  thall,  for  the  nex(  tea  yekia,  hiTe  at 
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leait  two  hoadred  and  iweaty ;  and,  Tor  the  leu 
Tears  followiag,  perliajpa  three  haodred  and  6ftr. 
Did  any  gentlecOBD  wish  sucb  ozteDsioD  of  their 
namber?  How  disproportiooate  would  Jt  be  lo 
the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  from  which 
it  was  already  remarked  that  every  measure  of 
imerest,  every  measure  called  eneT^tic,  origitia'' 
ted.  Numbers  were  not  important  in  the  Natioaal 
Legislature,  the  members  of  which  were  deputed 
to  Iraosaet  Datioaai,  not  local  bosiDeu;  not  to 
guard  personal  rights  or  property,  buttheioteiest 
of  the  nanoa.  Aod  were  not  an  hundred  ot  au 
hundred  and  fifty  members,  Mr,  F.  asked,ascDm•' 
1>eIeDt  lo  transact  busiaecB  as  double  that  num- 
W  ?  He  had,  on  this  question,  no  Tiews  but  luch 
■a  resulted  from  a  desire  lo  Gi  on  [he  moat  proper 
ratio.  Independent  of  the  repreaeniation  of  aaj 
of  the  ferriiories,  if  erected  into  Slates,  if  the 
ratio  of  forty  thousand  were  filed  on,  it  would, 
at  the  lowest  calculation,  give  one  hundred  and 
eijfivt^-MTeD  members;  and,  if  the  present  ratio 
of  thirty-three  thousand  were  coqtinued,  there 
vould  be  two  hundred  and  twenty  or  two  hub- 
dred  and  thirty  members  in  the  thirieeoih  Con- 
Mr.  Boiosaid  be  felt  himself  called  upon  to 
make  some  remarkii,  tboujih  be  did  not  expect 
anything  he  eoald  «ay  would  make  any  ^reat  im- 
presgion.  The  argument  of.ihe  incapacily  of  ihe 
House  to  contaiii  a  large  number  of  members 
oushi,  he  said,  to  have  no  effect.  The  room  was 
bvnl  for  their  accommodation,  aud  if  it  should 
prove,  hereafter  too  small,  could  be  changed  or 
altered.  The  Goaititailonj  he  apprehended,  had 
intimated  that  thirty  thousand  was  the  proper 
ratio,  and  that  so  it  ought  .to  remain,  until  the 
people  saw  Gi  to  amend  ibe  ConiiiiutinQ.  He 
denied  the  right  of  Congreia,  by  any  act  of  ibeira, 
to  take  away  from  a  Slate  one  or  more  of  ihe 
Representatives  wjiich  it  now  has.  Re  beiievbd 
It  would  be  contrary  to  the  Coostimtion. 

Mr.  G01.D  considered  Ai/t  bill  as  ■  very  impoi- 
laot  one,  as  &iing  itie  consiractioB  to  be  pnt  on  a 
ptovision-  of  the  Conatiiutioa,  While,  on  the 
One  hand,  it  migbc  be  admitted  (hat  hnainess 
would  be  in  general  baiter  done  by  a  small  num- 
bet  of  Bepreseota lives,  yet,  on  the  other  band, 
there  were  important  coDsiderationsinfavor  of  a 
large  number,  as  genitemen  would  Bod  by  refer- 
ring  10  the  discussions  at  the  period  of  ibe  adop- 
tion of  the  Conatiiuiion.  It  was  then  feared  by 
soma  that  the  represeniatioo  of  so  great  a  people 
wonld  be  too  imaH,  If  gentlemen  would  refer 
to  a  number  of  papers,  drawn  up  by  an  associa- 
tion of  gentlemen,  at  that  time,  and  published 
uader  the  liile  of  "The  Federalist,"  they  would 
fiod  various  arguments  used  to  induce  the  Legis- 
lature to  make  Ihe  represeBiatJon  full;  so  that,. 
at  that  period,  no  appiehens ions  had  existed  of 
the  Representatives  becoming  too  numerous. 
On  the  eonirary,  it  was  supposed  that  ihe  public 
eonfideoce  would  be  impaired  by  baviag  a  amall , 
delegaiioD.  In  advening  to  the  relaxed  state  of 
the  UoioD,  and.  how  much  it  was  eiposed  to  be 
shook  by  attempts  to  weaken  it,  it  was  supposed 
th»b  pithlic  GODfideocfl  would  be  iivpueu,  and  > 


Eueral  saUsfaetloa  given,  bv  the  leleetioti  of  ■ 
ge  number.  It  was  true,  Mr.  Q,  said,  itwi  rep- 
restniation  might  swell  so  much  aa  10  operate  to 
the  exclusion  of  legislation  ;.  but  the  Hoose  of 
Representatives  would  ,npl,  even  if  ihe  preaent 
ratio  were  retaiiied,  be  so  numerous  as  tnaaf 
other  legislative  bodies  in  the  Union,  He  had 
no  objection  to  increasing  the  numbers  of  the 
House  of  Represea  la  lives  to  such  an  amoam  oi 
would  permit  public  business  to  be  done  with  fa- 
cility, Geotlemeo  iuigbt  differ  as  to  the  precise 
ratio  ;  hut,  while  ihey  argued  iu  favor  of  a  amall 
number,  from  the  inconvenieoce  of  a  lai^  dele- 
gation, he  hoped  they  would  conceive  with  faiin 
that  well-grounded  apprehensions  .might  be  en- 
tertained of  theevils  which  would  result  from  its 
beii^  too  small. 

Mr.  PoTTEB  expressed  his  belief  that  Mr,  Fi&a 
bad  misealciilated  iheamouutof  the  present  ^p- 
ulaiion  of  iheUniied  Statea.  He  was  also  agKinst 
so  large  a  ratio  as  forty  thousand,  aa,  in  all  pnib- 
abiliiy,  Rhode  Island  would  then  haveafraetioa 
of  thirty-nine  thousand.  Ha  aaid,  he  conld  not 
conceive  the  necessiiy  of  acting  00  the  subject 
at  this  time,  or  why  gentlemeo  should  be  afraid 
of  kuowiug  what  was  the  actual  popalatio«i  oi* 
«aeh  Slate.  He  was  himself  in  favor  of  the  old 
ratio ;  for  that  which  was  proposed  would jprob*- 
hly  deprive  Rhode  Utand  of  one  of  her  Repie- 
seniatives,  and  a  Stale  might  as  well  be 
sented  as  to  Iwve  but  one  Elelqaie.  It 
possible  for  one  HepreaeDtativc  to  be  vmsipresent, 
and  the  iuterests  of  the  Blate  raigbt  aoawtiiaea 
suffer  from  his  absents.  The  Slate  of  Delaware, 
Weil  represented  as  she  was,  having  bntooe  Rep- 
reseniative  in  Coogi>ess,  was  uorepreaantad  half 
her  time.  The  ratio  of  forty  thnufand,  he  appre- 
hended, wvuld  not  add  one  to  the  present  number 
of  the  House  of  Rep resenta lives. 

Mr.  MiTcniLL  said  be  waa  in  favor  of  the  larp- 
esi  number  proposed  ;  and,  not  ttaviug  been  able 
to  obtain  ibat,  he  should  vote  for  the  targeat  m 
which  a  majority  could  agree.  Id  tbe  district 
represented  by  hiscolleague(M^.MniiF<]BD)and 
himself,  there  were  prooably  one  hundrwl  mai 
twenty  ihousand  souls,  and  yet  be  had  not  beard 
any  murmuring  ihai  they  were  not  adequately 
represented.  Mr.  M.  said  he  was  guided  in  his 
decision  on  this  subject  by  oonsideiationa  of  va- 
rious kinds ;  one  of  which  was,  the  increased  ex- 
pease  of  Governmeot  from  an  enlarged  repre- 
sentation. If  genilemeli  aervbd,  Aonorte  fniraa. 
as  io  the  British  Ooverament,  he  said  he  ahouia 
not  ha*e  ihe  same  objeciion.  There  was  tfaera 
no  great  expense,  tai  but  a  comparatively  small 
aiteadance,  tbe  number  necessary  to  form  a  quo- 
rum being  mnch  smaller.  But,  when  it  wai  taken 
into  consideration  that  every  Repreaentaiivehere 
drew  a  quantum  of  the  public  money,  it  became 
a  serious  question,  00  economical  considerations, 
whether  they  ought  to  make  so  large  a  draogfat 
on  the  public- funds  as  an  increased  repteaenta- 
[ion  would  require.  In  a  Qovernment  watching 
its  treasury  with  so  toQch  care,  and  having  bnt 
two  modes  of  procuring  revenue— from  oont- 
merce  and  the  public  landa — they  ought  10  ba 
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caaiioas  bovJbey  coQiumcd  the  fiaancea  of  the 
conarry. 

Aootber  consideration  in  ftTOFofa  large  niLo, 
Mr.  M.  laid,  vai  this:  that  ibia  body  was  now, 
io  hi)  jud^msut,  quite  ai  nuoieroui  ai  .wai  coa- 
listent  with  a  distinct  perrormance.or  the  public 
busioeas.  He  n cant  no  reflection  oa  the  Jiouse 
when  he  remarked,  that  it  now  required  all  the 
skill  of  the  Speaker  lo  keep  order,  and  as  luucb 
esertion  of  ibe  lungs  ai  possible  Tor  a  speaker  to 
make  himself  beatd.  If  ihix  assembly  became 
more  rouliiludiuoas.  he  could  not  *ee  how  it  wa^ 

Sossible,  onder  alt  toe  resiriciioos  that  could  be 
evised,  tbat  public  busiOess  could  be  performed. 
Be  believed  an  aeaenibly  of  persons,  howeTer  in- 
diTidiiallv  respectable  aod  digaiScd,  when  they 
got  together,  under  ihe  influeuoe  of  warm  feel- 
■nga,  or  party  prejudices  and.  excitemenu,  .would 
exhibit  sucb  a  sc^ue  of  disorder  as  to  reAecl  do 
credit  on  ibemselTes.  A  restriction  to  the  nuoi' 
ber  of  t be  members  cotuposiag  the  House  of  Rep- 
reieotative?,  would  conduce  exir«tBeIy  to  the  dig- 
nity of  that  body,  lathe  dispatch  of  businew,aQd 
Io  ibe  comfort  of  their  constiiuenta. 

CoDgress,  Mr.  M- sa'd.  did  not  coDTene  here 
to  legislate  on  all  ike  subjepti  of  ibe  righu  of 
cilizeui.  Our  GoFernmeoL  is,  h«  coateuded,  a 
peculiar  piece  of  macbioery,  au  imperiuM  tntm- 
perio.  The  RepreKatslires  to  Coagrett  left  be- 
hind ihem  Legislaioretj,  whose  ptOTioceit  waa  to 
take  care  of  the  personal  rights  and  the  rights  of 
property  of  our  citizens.  Wiiti  these  coDoerns, 
said  Mr.  M-,  we  have  ootbing  U>  do.  We  meet 
here  UQdei  a  ConslLtutioa  exprewly  framed  and 
devised  for  legislatiog  on  select  subjects,  wbicb,oD 
account  of  the  generality  of  tbeir  nature,  coold 
not  be  conGded  to  the  several  Slates.  When, 
then,  we  coosideribe  narrow  grounds  we  have 
to  legislate  on,  that  our  grekt  privijcgea  are  left 
at  home,  we  sball  ba  cooviuced  that  theie  i*  no- 
occasion  ihat  this  body  should  be  as  anraerous  a* 
if  we  were  conceraed  in  the  great  questions  of 
property  and  right,  which  are  secured  by  the 
Coniititulion,  under  the  guardianship  of  ibe  Stale 
Legislatures,  and  of  the  courufor  toe  furtbeiing 
of  justice.  If  I  were  to  quote  a  precedent  of  a 
Legislature  for  commanding  influence,  and  for 
-wisdom  and  sagacity  in  carrying  us  Jhrouslt  an 
arduous  contest  wbilsi  striisgling  for  our  liber- 
ties, 1  sbould  quote  the  Old  Congress— limited  in 
number,  but  remarkable  for  the  honesty  aod  fidel- 
ity, with  which  ihey  performed  what  a  more  nu- 
merous body  could  not  hare  accomplished.  A,nd, 
if  I  wished  to  cite  an  iuslance  of  tbe  evils  to  be 
dreaded  from  a  numerous  assembly,  I  isbould 
quote  the  NaliQDal  CoQTemioti  of  France,  where 
tenreseotatireA,  assetablioE  in  great  number,  ei 
hibiied  sucb  a  spectacle  of  disorder  as  I  hope  « 
shall  nerer,  b^  a  multitude  of  coucsellois,  ra 
tbe  risk  of  imitating.  The  great  object  is,  thi 
the  people  ihould  be  salisGed  with  their  repie- 
aeniation  in  this  House,  and  that  ibey  should  be 
perfectly  iaforrned  of  the  character  a*  to  boa- 
esiyj  probity,  and  inielligencej  which  their  Rep- 
resentative potsessBs.  Now,  sir,  it  is  my  opiaion 
tbat  if,  from  every  foity  tboasand  souls,  the  peo- 


ple select  auoh  a  HenresentaiiTe  aa  fVom  hi*  prop- 
erty is  not  likely  to  oe'awerved  from  his  duly  by 
the  hope  of  office,  if  ibey  are  secure  of  his  ioieg- 
lity,  and  satisfied  of  his  capacity  to  perfgrm  the 
fuDciioDs  delegated  to  him,  they  will  be  Aa  well 
satisfied  tbat  forty  thousand  souls  should  be  rep- 
relented  fayoae,  as  tbat  every  thirty  thousand 
ahould  be  eaiiiled  to  a  Representative.  It  is  not 
proportion  to  the  number  of  legislators  tbat 
advaniagea  acerae  to  a  nation,  but  in  proporiioa 
to  the  weight  of  cbaraeter  of  stieh  persoas.'  And 
io  free  Oorarnraenis.  predicated  on  such  prioci- 
ples  as  ours,  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  people 
will  choose  sucb  persons;  and  for  this  reason, 
that,  in  coasidering  the  theory  of  our  Coostiin- 
lioa,  -we  must  first  suppose  ihe  electors  are  intel- 
ligent, and,  ia  the  nest  place,  that  they  are  virtu- 
OBI.'  If  these  be  not  two  pillars  on  whieh  the 
Cotulitntioo  reMa,  in  its  true  theory,  1  know  nol 
what  that  Constitution  is.   . 

Under  tbe  impresMona  which  he  entertained 
OS  this  subject)  Mr.  M.  hoped,  before  tbe  qoestioa 
was  taken  on  the  number  forty  .thouiaad,  that 
gentlaiQen  would  reflect  on  tbe  serious  coase- 
quences  of  rejecting  this  namber  and  taking  a 
'ler.  Under  tbe  eonvietiAn  that  a  repEeatn- 
n  on  tbe  ratio  of  one  for  every  forty  thoo- 
sand  would  be  entitled  to  the  full  confiJenee  of 
the  peapl4,  and' under  tbe  serious  apprehension 
that  from  an  increased  representation  great  det- 
rimratwoold  reaitli  to  tbe  pablie  business,  befell 
himaelf  compelled  to  vote  for  the  number  vow 

The  qucalion  on  forty  tbouaand  was  taken,  and 
eaitied— yeas  78.  The  Committee  of  tbe  Whtrle 
and  reported  the  bill,  and  tbeqaestion  oc- 
curred of  concurring  with  iha  r^wrl  of  the 
Committee. 
Mr.  PiTXtx  said  tbat  he  had  net  eipected  that 
bill  of  so  much  importance  would  hare  pro- 
greaaed  so  far,  and  goae  through  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  in  ao  rapid  a  manner  aa  this  bad. 
What,  he  asked  of  the  House,  waa.  settled  by  tbe 
passage  of  this  bill?  Nothing  wan,  or  could  be 
settled  by  the  present  CoD^asa,  unless  the  re- 
turns were  made  from  the  different  States  of  tbe 
number  of  inhabitants  in  ^aeh  State,  before  the 
bill  became  a  law ;  for  Cong lesB  alone  could  des- 
ignate and  specify  the  number  of  Represeata- 
tivea  which  each  State  should  send.  The  laws 
beretafore  passed,  designatiag  the  number  of 
Repreaentaiivesf  had,  at  the  same  time,  declared 
tbe  ratio,  aod  specified  tbe  number  of  Represent- 
atives of  each  State.  Cbngtesa  alone  were  com- 
petent to  decide  on  the  tegaliir  of  tbe  teiarnt, 
and  on  their  act  alone  could  the  State  Legisla- 
tures proceed.  Mr.  P.  presumed  no  member 
would  say  ihat  it  should  be  left  to  the  Executive, 
or  any  Department  of  the  Oorernmxot,  to  say 
bow  many  Representatives  each  State  sbould 
send  to  CoDgress.  The  present  Congress  might 
fix  the  ratio  as  they  pleased,  but  it  would  Qot  be 
obligatory  on  the  next  Congrea*,  who  could,  and 
undoubtedly  would,  modify  or  reverse  it  as  they 
sbould  Ibink  proper.  This  bill,  was,  tbeiefore, 
prematun^  and,  ia  faot,  wonld  not  aattle  Ihe  pria- 
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ciplewbicb  it  propoMd  to  dfcide.  He  lAn,  ibere- 
fore,  on  tliis  groaoil.  opposed  lo  (o  the  paissg'e  of 
tbUbill;  and  be  believed  the  incoDTeDienee  of 
decidii^  it  DOW  would  b«  greater  ibati  if  the 
buBii>««s  were  m  rest  ualil  after  the  Feturo*  were 
niaile. 

With  respect  to  the-  number  by  which  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Uaited  Stfttea  aboutd  be  reptetenied 
for  the  eosuiog  tea  yurs.  Mr.  P.  saiil,  he  would 
sgree  that  ibere  was  a  cODsiderabie  diferally  of 
opiaioo,  Dot  oolf  ID  thia  Houhi;,  but  io  ibe  natioa. 
But  he  had  been  Dot  s  little  astonished  to  bear 
the  arg'umenu  of  some  gentlemen,  eridenily  tn- 
coDsisieot  with  tlie  piioeiples  of  the  CoAstito- 
tioD.  This  la  «  Gaveroineat  of  the  peap^  and, 
as  population  iacreaaes,  repreieDiation  aboutd  alio 
increaie,  in  a  certain  propoitioD.  This,  Mr.  P. 
eoasidered  one  of  the  first  maiiros  of  QoTern- 
meoL  QentlemeD  had  asked  whetber  the  most 
important  laws  bad  not  poerally  originated  io  the 
OLber  branch  of  (iie  LFgisiBture.*nd  had  ibence 
drawn  tbe  inference  that  a  small  number  was  best. 
If  this  argumeDt  prov«d  anything,  what  was  '\\.1 
Wh V,  as  energy  yraa  the  great  principle,  and  as 
the  OoTernmenc  of  Boaaparle  was,  probably,  the 
matt  energetic  in  the  world,  that  hia  Ooverninent 
was,  therefore,,  belter  than  our).  Our  Gorern- 
mentgsaid  Mr.  P.,  is  not  a  GoTernmentj'iB  this 
branch  especially)  of  energy.  Il  ft  a  Oorern- 
meoi  of  confidence  ;  and  wneti  our  population  is 
double  its  preseiit  atuount,  the  people  will  not  be 
aatiafied  with  ihe  same  nuiaber  of  Represenia- 
tiTES  as  is  now  fixed.  I  was,  therefore,  air,  Dot  a 
little  surprised  lo  see  so  many  geotlemeo  rote  for 
a  ratio  of  fifty  ihouaaod,  when,  by  fixing  on  that 
ratio,  even  our  preseot  number  would  beleasened. 
I  ask  wheiber  this  accords  with  the  principles  of 
republican  Oavernment?  1  apprehend  not,  sir. 
It  IS  very  well  Icoown,  that  the  Constitution,  wheu 
adopted,  was  a  mailer  of  compromise  among  the 
Stales  i  and  that,  in  consequence  of  this  compra* 
ipise,  the  Slates,  which  were  before  in  some 
measure  independent  of  each  oiber,  aacrifieed  a 
pan  of  their  rigbis,  agreeing  lo  be  representefl  in 
general  Congress,  but  in  a  certain  way.  I  doap* 
prehend,  sir,  that,  I*  respect*  fixiiig  ibe  ratio,  it 
will  be,  at  preteni,  most  for  the  interest  of  the 
United  State*,  and  our  best  policy,  so  to  arrange 
it  at  that  no  Stale  of  the  Union  should  be  de- 
prived of  any  part  of  its  representation  on  this 
floor.  This  principle, atsomefutnre  period, per- 
haps, will  not  he  the  one  which  will,  at  ought  to 
govern  tbi*  House ;  because  ineqaalities  are  con- 
itajiily  arieing,  And  new  Stales  are  forming  to  the 
West  and  South,  which,  in  conrseuf  time,  would 
increase  the  repreientaiion  in  ihi*  House  in  such 
a  degree  as,  at  some  distant  day,  to  deprire  some 
of  the  old  tbirteen  Scales  of  a  represeniaiion  on 
ihia  floor.  But,  wheaerer  the  time  comes  when 
iheold  States  wilt  be  placed,  in  some  measure,  in 
*  degraded  situation,  what  will  be  their  feelings? 
It  will  be  a  fruitful  caiue  of  Jealousy,  and  will 
add  anoibei  tp  the  aoarces  which  already  too 
much  pre  rail. 

I  ibiok,  therefore,  that  gentlemen,  when  they 
xefieet  upon  it,. will  be  of  opinion  thai  the  present 


istbe  mo«t  correct  ni]e,tbat  they  will  donothinfc 
which,  shall  tend  to  divide  the  States  into  aectioDS 
of  North,  Bast,  West,  or  South.  I  do  not  like 
these  disiineiibos  at  all;  tbey  will  come  scM>a 
enongh  without  our  seeking  them;  and  I  fear 
they  will  oome  too  soon.  If  the  ratio  be  now 
fixed  by  which  some  States  will  be  deprived  of 
a  part  of  tlieir  present  representation,  it  will  tend 
lo  excite  jealousies  which  it  will  be  difficult  to 
allay.  These  SUIes  will  feel  themaelvea  degra- 
ded ;  right  or  wrong,  they  will  suppose  that  tbeir 
.influence  is  diminishing  in  the  councils  of  the 
nation.  I  apprehend  that,  by  fixing  the  ratio  at 
forty  thousand,  this  will  be  the  case  with  three 
or  four  States.  Unless  there  be  some  imperiogi 
necesaii;  for  ibis  course,  I  ask  gentlemen,  whe- 
ther it  be  wise  or  politic  to  pursue  il  7  The  great 
family  of  Ihe  nation  was  originally  campo^d  of 
.  thirteen  branches,  all  of  whom  contributed  stock 
toil.  When  the  time eomes  when  these  braDchet 
see  their  members  on  this  floor  lopped  oS*,  very- 
unpleasant  feelings  will  be  excited.  The  ratio 
of  forty  thousand,  depriving  some  Stales  <>f a  part 
of  ibeir  present  represeniaiion,  wilt  probably  leave 
them  lai^e  fractians,  which  must  remain  for  ten 
yeari<  unrepresented.  lam  willing  ioSk  on  such 
a  ratio  as  shall  place  every  Stale  at  leut  upon 
its  present  footing  in  this  House,  I  apprehend, 
when  tbe  returns  are  received,  that  the  ratio  of 
ibiriy-^even  or  thirty-eight  thousand  will  attain 
tbisobjem.  In  ten  years  more  it  may  be  politic  to 
fix  on  such  a  ratio  as  shall  take  from  some  State* 
one  or  more  Representatives ;  bnt  at  that  lime 
such  a  course  will  be  more  readily  acquieaced  ia 
Lhao  DOW. 

As  to  the  expense  of  an  additional  repreeenta- 
tioD,  Mr.  P.-said  it  ovght  not  to  be  thought  of  a 
single  moment.  Whilst  we  have  a  representa- 
tive Oavernmenc,  ekpeuse  will  attend  it.  In  the 
Slate  LegjslBiurea,  some  of  whose  biancha  con- 
lain  from  two  to  five  hundred  members,  no  in- 
oonvenienee  ofthis  kind  had  been  fonna  which 
had  induced  them  lo  change  the  repreaeata- 
tioD.  Neither,  Mr.  P.  said,  could  Ite  content  to 
the  argument  that  the  mailers  which  eame  before 
Congress  were  of  aaeb  small  imporunce  com- 

Cired  with  those  which  eame  before  Ihe  Slate 
egislatures,  (hat  therefore  the  number  of  Rep- 
reseolalive*  ought  to  be  diminished.  The  acts 
of  Congress  were  vastly  more  important;  they 
went  10  efiect  the  liberty  and  property  of  every 
man  in  tbe  nation,  and  to  an  inflnite  extent  almost. 
That  an[umeBt  therefore  had  no  weight. 

Mr.  F.  concluded  by  hoping  that  the  Hoose 
woQld  fix  on  some  ratio  between  thirty-three  and 
forty  thousand,  keeping  in  view  Stale  feeliags  as 
well  as  ihe  principle  ihat  represeniaiion  should 
gradually  inerease  with  nopotaiion. 

Mr.  QciifCY  said  that  the  agitation  of  thisqaes- 
lion  at  (he  present  moment  had  taken  him  ai 
much  by  surprise  as  it  bad  the  gentleman  from 
Conaeeiieut.  He  had  no  idea  that  a  question  so 
pregnant  with  interest  would  be  hurried  through 
the  House  io  this  way.  Hii  object  in  rising  waa 
to  obtain  a  posiponemenl  of  the  quesiion  till  some 
time  in  the  next  freek,  for  the  consideration  of  a 
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poini, which  to  bit  miod  wai  iroporlBot.  Hftob- 
jeeiMt  to  lh«  bill  00  ihe  prioeiple  ibat  it  woald  be 
■  vjoiation  of  <be  Cooaiiiotion  lo  pas*  it.  It  went 
to  mabliab  a  ratio  whieh^  in  in  effect,  matt  be 
aboTiive.    TheGorisiiiuiten  sar*; 

"l{«pT«MBt>tiTa*iDdiliree(t>iM*ha)lbe>ppoitiotied  ' 
sniODK  theMvaral  State*  which  n»Tba  included  within 
thia  Union,  according  W  ihair  reapactivs  nomban, 
wUA  ahall  be  dctafmuad  bj  adding  to  Ihe  whole  nom- 
ber  of  free  peranM,  iDdnding  tboae  boond  to  lerriee  for 
a  term  of  jeMa,  and,  •idnding  IndJaa*  not  taxed,  thraa- 
fiftha  «f  all  other  pefMMu.  The  actaal  enauervtiiHi 
ahsU  be  made  within  throe  yean  aflet  the  fint  mact- 
iiig  of  Uie  CooBteaa  of  the  United  Btalae,  and  withia 
OTery  aubaeqnent  term  of  tan  ;ean,  in  such 


hot  each  State  ihali  haia  at  laaat  one  RepreMntatiTe." 
Tho  Conalitation  iben  had  epesifiully  made  it 
the  dniy  of  the  Houte  Co  apporiioa  ihc  irpieMn- 
tatioa  of  each  Siate  accordiug  toils  reipeciiTe 
nnmbera.  Was  it  Dot,  ha  asked,  iafiDJIely  absurd 
»nd«  direct TiolaiioQ  of  iheCoaiiiiacioa,  li^appor- 
tioD  ibe  repreaenlaiion  befoce  these  ODmhm  were 
koowD  7  Whea  the  ConiiiluiioD  had  miiide  it  a 
'o  a  thing  acoordiog  to  a  aiandard  pre- 
rould  litey  do  that  ihiDg  before  that 
eould  be  m  poueaiioD  of  the  House  I 
Suppose  that  in  1791,  before  the  ODmbers  of  the 
Stales  were  known,  Coogr***  had  uuderMkeo  to 
Bz  tbe  ratio  of  repieseDtaiioa— woald  net  iba 
Hall  baTe  rung  with  tbe  ezeUmaiions  that  it  was 
a  TioUtiuD  of  Ine  CuDitilntioa  1  And  bow  would 
thia  hill,  Mr.  Q^  aaked,  leac  violate  the  Coasiitn- 
tion  thai)  such  an  act  Woald  haTe  done?  For, 
as  to  the  nurabcra  to  m  ascertained  bjr  tbe  pre- 
•eat  ceoins,  Coogreea  were  as  little  competent  to 
decide  as  tbejrwere  before  anfceDsaswaa  taken. 
This  was  the  groiind.on  which  he  objected  to  (be 
bill  at  unconstiiatioaal,  and  which  he  tciahed  an 
opporlunitT  iborooghly  to  eiamine.  He  there- 
foie  mored  that  the  bill  lie  on  the  table. 

Hr.  FiBE  said,  it  had  tieea  deemed  desirable 
to  fix  the  ratio  before  the  numbers  of  each  State 
were  ateeriained,  so  at  lo  aroid  tbe  difficulty 
which  would  arise  from  tbe  fraciioas,  aad  to  af- 
ford an  accommodation  to  the  State  Legialaturea, 
which  would  be  in  aetsioo  before  the  next  maet- 
ing  of  Congrcas.  It  would  indeed  be  neeesaaty 
to  paw  a  hiW  declaring  (he  number  of  Rcpreaeo- 
tatitea  to  be  teat  by  each  State ;  bnt  ibat  woold 
be  a  mere  matter  of  form,  if  tht  ratio  were  pre 
viousty  Bseertalned  by  law. 

Mr.  F.  treated  the  idea  of  ifais  bill's  being 
conatituiiotnl,  at  altogether  unwarranted  by  faet  i 
for  it  did  not  Bx  the  a  p  port  ie  omen  I,  bat  merely 
the  ratio,  according  to  wWeh  the  RewesenutiTes 
thonid  b«  apportioned  amoa^  the  Staiea  when 
their  lespectire  anmbers  were  known. 

Mr.  P,  obaerved  that  it  would  seem  thpl  CoD- 
gresa  bad  heretofore  enlcrtaiDed  a  livelier  idea  of 
the  impottanceof  anumeronsrrpreseDlBiion  than 
the  people,  for,  at  far  as  the  litter  bad  acted,  they 
had  abown  tbemselrca  averse  lo  a  large  delega- 
tion. Ur,  F.  read  the  following  paragraph : 
**  Abt.  1.  Jkltm  the  fttit  tBOMTotian  la^niied  bg 


the  flrst  ii&leDf  the  Corutitation,  there  shall  be  one 

representatiTe  fbr  evcty  thirty  thoounil,  nntil  the  num. 

bar  ihoU  (moont  to  one  huadred,  atttr  which  tbe  pio> 

peitian  ihMI  tM  ao  ragsla  ted  by  Congreta  that  there  shall 

bs  not  less  than  one  bandied  BepreaentatiTBs,  or  Icaa 

than  one  RepreaeDtathrs  for  every  forty  Iheosand  per- 

~ns,  until  the  nanberof  RspresentatiTeaahail  Ooioant 

two  hnadred ;  aAer  which  the  preportion  shall  be  a* 

regulated  by  Congieta,  that  there  ihall  lie  not  laae  than 

0  bnndred  RepreMDlativcs,  nor  mora  Hiin  one  Rep- 

■enlalivD  far  every  fifty  theusaud  penons." 

This  he  said  wu  one  of  the  two  articles  of  the 

Constitation  which. had  noibeen  ratified.    Wbat 

was  the  inference  but  that  the  people  were  op- 

po«ed  to  an  enlarged  repretentaiion  7 

It  hat  been  argued,  at  an  objection  lo  ibe  bill, 
that  tbe  next  CoDgre«  would  not  be  bound  by  it, 
aa  they  might  repeal  or  amend  it.  Did  not  ihii 
n^umeni  apply  with  eqgal  foree  against  all  le- 
giaiatiou  1  It  might  with  equal  propriety  be  saii 
tdal  (be  apportioaoMBi  act  of  1802  wai  not  ob> 
ligatory  on  tbe  aeveral,  Congreaaa  which  lao- 
-  ded  it,  because  it  might  have  been  repealed, 
t  as  iheyJid  not  see  fit  to  repeal  1 1,  neither 
did  he  suppose  tbe  next  Congress  would  see  fit  » 

^eal  this,  if  passed  into  a  law. 
Ir.  PiTxiH  aaid  he  was  only  very  eorry  that 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  did  not  see  itM 
difference  between  this  and  ordinary  taws,  which 
takeeffvct  immediately  after  theifpaseage;  whilst 
this  law  could  hare  no  effect  until  1813,  and  irae 
a  dead  letter  until  another  law  was  passed  to  give 
it  life.  No  State  Legialaliiie  could  with  safety 
proceed  to  district  a  Slate  according  lo  tbe  ratio 
prescribed  by  thia  bill,  because  it  ouuld  not  take 
effect  till  the  next  setsioa  of  Coagresa.  Qeo(l»< 
men  would  find  that  tbe  apporiionment  law* 
heretofore  enacted  had  not  been  passed  nntil  the 
seafion  preceding  the  4(h  of  March  on  which 
they  were  to  bare  effect;  and  be  could  see  no 
possible  reason  for  changing  ihe  nsuat  eoursc. 

Mr.  WaiGHT  wjs  in  favor  of  postponing,  and 
decidedly  oppoaed  to  tbe  bill.  He  wasagaioot  it, 
because  it  proposed  to  bestow  on  others  a  power 
residing  in  Cungrees.  If  thia  law  were  to  pats, 
could  the  Secretary  of  Slate  he  anthcrrized  to 
deelare  the  number  of  Eepreaepiativea  to  which 
each  State  was  entitled  t  Could  Concrete  trane* 
fef  to  him  legislative  power,  and  antnortze  titA 
to  declare  of  bow  many  members  this  body 
should  consist?  He  presumed  not  Tbe  power 
was  vested  in  Congress,  and  not  in  tbe  Secretary 
of  State.  Bat  gentlemen  were  desirous  now  lo 
£x  the  number  of  aoult  which  should  entitle  to  ■ 
RepresenUtive— .and  wbyl  That  the  State  Le- 
gnlatores,inidersianding  tbe  anmber  of  Repre- 
sentativct  10  which  ibey  are  entitled  frora  know- 
ing the  census,  may  proceed  to  district  their 
States,  in  anticipation  of  the  taw  to  be  pasted  by 
Congress.  Boc  (heir  acts  would  not  be  concln- 
tiye,  beeaosa  Congreaa  mif(hl  change  the  ratio, 
and  ibey  would  have  to  undo  all  they  had  done. 
Hr.  W.  hoped  that  this  bnsinett  wonid  be  pbat- 
ponedi  until,  as  heretofore.  Congress  should  be 
poBsesied  of  all  the  infosmalloa  of  which  the 
nalsraof  tbacaaairouM  admit.    When  thtcen- 
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BUS  nas  received  from  the  Presideat  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  tbey  would  be  much  better  able  to  act. 
ihBD  now.  In  tbis  case,  Mr.  W.  uid  he  held 
himself  imperiously  bound  to  folloir  the  steps  of 
bis  predecessors.  He  held  it  b  correct  maxim  in 
geQeral,  that  the  practice  of  to-day  should  be  the 
precedent  for  lo-morrow.  Why  need  they  de- 
cide this  basiueiB  immediately?  There  were  yet 
some  months  in  the  session,  and  lime  eoon^h  to 
roiect  on  the  subject.  Why  leeislate  by  halres? 
If  this  law  were  passed,  Mr.  W.  asked,  was  it 
porfectl  Did  it  declare  to  how  many  Repre- 
sentBiiTM  each  State  should  be  entitled?  He 
said  he  could  refer  to  cases  in  which  errors  had 
occurred  In  the  cmstn ;  and  it  was  io  the  power 
of  tfae  House  alone  to  correct  any  errors  which 
might  have  escaped  the  Secretary  of  State.  In 
Maryland  a  mistake  had  occnrred  ia  the  last  enn- 
memttoi),  of  thirty  or  forty  thoussnd  souls.  He 
belieTed  that  a  great  portion  of  the  district  com- 
prising Cecil  and  Hartford  coaniies  bad  been 
omitteij ;  and  he  reeollecied  perfeetlj^  well  that 
the  error  was  corrected ;  and,  by  turning  his  eye 
to  the  proceedings  of  that  day,  he  could  see  other 
errors.  Ho  wished,  wben  the  House  acted,  that 
theysbonld  do  it  nnderstandin?ty,  and  with  all 
ttte  evidence  before  thfcm  of  which  the  case  was 
avscepiiUe.  He  hoped  the  bill  would  he  post- 
poned until  the  retnrna  of  the  census  were  re- 
ceived in  the  osaal  mode.  He  bad  no  object  in 
Tiefr  but  to  exercise  anderstandingly  the  func- 
tions delegated  to  Congress.  Had  the  apportion- 
meoi,  he  asked,  ever  before  been  Qied  before  the 
ce Dins  Was  known?  No;  and  he  demanded  of 
honorable  gentlemen  some  reason  why  a  oe* 
course  should  now  be  adopted.  As  lo  the  idea 
of  a  confiict  among  the  States  for  the  ratio  which 
riiould  best  suit  their  respective  numbers,  he 
ritould  feel  no  difflcnliy  on  that  score ;  he  should 
be  strongly  inclined  to  favor  the  small  States. 
He  should  be  strongly  disposed  to  give  to  Dela- 
ware and  Rhode  Iifaud  as  large  a  representation 
uposMble.  The  large  States  had  so  preponder- 
ating an  influence  in  relation  to  them,  that  their 
rightA  ought  to  be  much  respeeled  ioueed- 

Mr.  W.  said  ht  was  in  favor  of  postponement, 
bttCBBse  be  wonld  not  delegate  to  the  Secretary 
of  Satate,t>r  to  any  other  authority,  the  powets 
belonging  to  Congress ;  and  because  he  was  un- 
willing to  do  now  what  Confess  ibovgbt  it  tkeir 
duty  not  to  do  heretofore. 

Mr.  W.  Alston  opposed  the  'postponement. 
He  was  as  loth  to  depart  from  old  praetiees  a> 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  if  those  practices 
were  found  to  be  good.  But  wben  they  proved 
iBGonvenient  or  aseleis,  it  was  certainly  right  to 
depart  from  then.  What,  then,  bad  experience 
taught  them  on  tbis  subject?  Wby,  that  if  the 
latio  was  not  filed  before  the  census  was  known, 
great  inconvenience  would  result  to  many  Stales. 
Congress,  at  their  last  sesaioa,  being  apprized  of 
tbte  circumstance,  had  in  their  law  directed  that 
oompleta  retnriu  should  lie  made  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  Sial«  by  the  first  of  Haroh  next.  It  waa 
well  known  that,  if  they  did  not  fix  the  ratio  be- 
fon  Ite  firal  of  Blank,  tbey  weald  not  b«  aUa 


to  fix  it  after;  when  the  ratio  was  fixed,  how- 
ever, the  apportionment  would  not  be  the  work 
of  an  hour.  If  it  l>eeame  necessary  to  deprire  a 
State  of  a  Representaiive,  be  asked  whether  it 
would  not  be  more  palatable  that  it  should  be 
done  now  than  after  the  oensua  waa  known  1 
The  Stale  deprived  of  a  Representative  coaid 
not  complain;  the  ratio  would  affect  it  in  the 
same  proportion,  whether  it  gave  ot  took  a  mem- 
iwr.  That  argument,  tberefofe,  was  entitleil  to 
no  cotisi deration.  Mr.  A.  espreased  bis  snrjmse 
that  theatoall  Stales  appeared  to  be  oppoaeJ  lo 
a  targi  ratio ;  for,  if  it  woald  be  an  advantage  on 
any  side,  it  would  be  decidedly  in  favor  of  the 
smalt  States.  Hethougbt, indeed,  that  the  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  large  Slates,  in  voting  for  a 
large  ratio,  had  shown  great  magnanimity  and 
liberality. 

Mr.  Wright  said  the  gentleman's  intentions 
to  the  small  States  were  benevolent  indeed,  bat 
he  was  a  little  mistaken  as  to  the  comparaiive 
advantages  lo  the  small  Slates  of  a  large  or 
small  ratio.  Virgints,  in  losing  one  Representa- 
tive, would  lose  one-twentieth  of  her  weight  in 
this  Mouse.  Rhodri  Island,  under  the  same  eir- 
cumstauces,  Would  lose  one-half.  The  sacrifice 
of  a  member  would  be  unimportant  to  a  large 
State ;  but  to  a  small  oiie,  it  would  be  important 
indeed.  There  were  the  strongest  reasons  oo 
eirth'why  they  should  wqit  patiently  and  see  the 
returns  before  tbey  acted,  and  thus  have  an  op- 
portunity to  do  the  small  Slates  that  justice  to 
which  they  are  entitled. 

Mr.  GoLDSBOit,otraH  was  in  favor  of  poetpone- 
ment,  and  was  sorry  to  see  tbe  bill  attempted  to 
be  hurried  through.  Qentlemen  had  not  ma- 
turely considered  the  subject,  and,  oo  reflection, 
would  be  convinced  that  iheir  voles  were,  if  not 
a  direct,  at  least  an  indirect,  violation  of  the  Con- 
Btiiution.  This  was  premature  legislation  on 
what  properly  belonged  to  the  oett  Congress,  and. 
which,  act  on  it  as  they  mi^hi,  would  unques- 
tionably come  before  Congress  at  their  next  ses- 
sion. If  it  should  be  found  that  the  ratio  agreed 
on  operated  unfavorably  on  the  Diimbers  of  any 
State  or  States,  they  would  be  anxious  for  a  re- 
consideration of  the  subject.  It  would  he  im- 
material whether  the  snbject  should  be  brought 
up  by  a  bill  de  novo,  or  by  a  bill  to  repeal  this  if 
it  should  indeed  become  a  taw;  Ihe  ardor  of  ois- 
cttssion  would  be  the  same  in  either  case.  If  this 
ba  admitted,  the  only  argnment  in  favor  of  tbe 
bill  is  done  away.  The  Constitution  having 
directed  that  apportionment  should  be  made  ac- 
cordingly to  the  whole  census,  Mr.  G.  said  that 
he  could  not  see  how  Congress  could  fix  il  before 
ihey  knew  what  that  census  was.  He  did  not 
know  that  every  gentleman  on  tbefloor  was  igno- 
raut  of  any  of  the  returns;  some  might  be  already 
apprized  of  tbe  returns  of  their  own  Slate.  Bach 
one  made  estimates  ue  doubt,  in  his  own  mind, 
a*  to  the  probable  result;  and,  for  himself,  Hr. 
Q.  said  he  bad  been  endeavoring  to  make  some 
sort  of  a  calculation ;  and  if  Ihe  bill  passed,  and 
the  ratio  shoald  prove  unAivorable  to  the  nnm- 
bara  of  ike  StaC*  which  k«  hid  the  honw  n  lep- 
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reMHi,  he  shonld  h*l  bhotelf  bemad  lo  mo 
TepUJ  of  tbe  law;  uid  thejr  would  faave 
waole  dueussioa  over  again.  There  w*a  aaotber 
reatoQ,  Mr.  G.  Mid,  wliich  bail  tome  weight  on 
bia  mind  :  thai  il  nould  be  bed  lo  adopt  tuch  a 
ratio,  after  a  kQowtedge  of  the  respective  Qucn- 
becs,  at  shoojd  leave  each  Suie  the  staallett  pov 
■ibie  surplus.  Suppose  several  Stnlmvere,  aficf 
fAssieg  ibis  bill,  to  be  foun^  10  bare  a  fraction 
of  35,000.  He  believed  geoilemeo  would  agree 
lh>t  it  wgold  not  be  proper  to  leare  them  uorcp- 
resented.  The  idea  of  a  •mall'  Stale  derifiug 
advaolsge  from  a  large  ratio  was  eoiirelv  errt^ 
'  neous.  For  iastsnce;  bf  a  large  ratio,  Delaware 
mi^hi  keep  only  her  preteol  Repretentaiive, 
while,  bf  a  small  ratio,  she  migbt  peihtp*  have 
two.  UpoB  the  wbalt,  Ur.  Q.  taia  it  would  be 
best  10  h«ve  the  tabjeet  lo  (be  next  Coagreu, 
who  alsne  could  aei  oa  i(  earrectlr,  and  whwc 
Bcl  alose  could  gnid«  the  Bialea  in  their  pro- 
ceed iogs. 

Mr.  Tallnadob  ihoaifat  this  w8«  pF«niattire 
kgislaiiog  Bod  wasting  lue  limeortbe  Mouse oo 
this  topic.  H<  raferrM  lo  the  course  punned  by 
former  CongreuM,  whicli  was  quite  differecl 
from  that  now  proposed.  There  could  be  do 
other  rational  wa;r  oi  eonsiroia^  the  CoDstiiuiiou 
but  bf  saying  that  the  enumeratioD  must  be  made, 
aod  the  census  be  before  the  House,  beibie  iLcy 
determined  what  the  ratio  should  be.  All  Uie 
benefit  which  could  he  derired  from  paMia^  the 
present  bill  would  be  that  the  States,  perceiriog 
what  the  rBiioWas,  misht  proceed  to  lajr  out  the 
'  States  into  districla.  But,  if  this  law  would  be 
repeaiable,  and  ell  ijbat  was  done  might  be  no- 
dona,  what  possible  adranlage  would  thera  be  iii 
passiag  tbe  law?  This  law  would  not  oalj  be 
useleu,  but  reellf  worse  than  Dothing.  He  was, 
therefore,  most  decidedly  in  favor. of  pMipona* 
ment  till  Monday;  and  he  thooght  it  was  already 
very  fulljr  ascertained,  that  all  the  mecobrrs  »f 
the  House  had  not  given  the  subject  that  impor- 
tant ooneiJeration  which  il  loerited.  In  the  Com- 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  it  had  seemed  as  if  it  wse 
goiti^  through  almoat  with  the  rapidity  of  an 
unanimous  volt.  By  ibis  limft,  he  was  Mire, 
however,  that  it  bad  at  least  become  a  question 
wliether  this  law  was  proper  to  pats  a(  all,  and 
the  opinions  of  many  on  the  subject  had  certainly 
cban^d  as  to  the  ratio.  He,  thercfqn,  hoped 
th«  biU  would  be  postpoBtd  till  Monday,  and  than 
that  it  would  be  farther  post  poo  ed  indeBoitely. 

The  quesUDo  on  the  biU's'  lying  on  ibe  table 
was  carried— 65  lo  43. 

Aod  on  motion,  the  House  adjoursed  until 
Uooday. 

MoNDAT,  December  17. 

Anothe;  member,  lo  wit:  from  New  York, 
Joan  NicBot^ftON,  appeared,  and  took  bis-srat  la 
the  House. 

Mr.  PoTOBAe  Reseated  a  petition  of  tbe  L«- 
sislninre  of  the  Territory  of  Oxleani,  praying  to 
have  [he  aaid  Territory  ersotrd  into  an  jnde|KB- 
dent  aute,  la  taioj  tba  aame  {uivitege*  wu)  im; 


monitiea  enjoyed  by  Ihe  other  Sisim  pf  tim 
UDion. — Referred  to  Mr.  Maoon,  Mr.  Gluy,  Mr. 
I^BiBTBR,  Mr.  N1CH01.SON,  Mr.  Babbt,  Mr.  Bi» 
BLOW,  and  Mr.  Winn;  and  that  they  have  leave 
to  report  by  bill,  or  oiberwise. 

The  Spbahbb  laid  before  tbe  House  two  report* 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nsry,  one  of  mooefB 
transferrtd  during  the  last  recess  of  CoDKresa, 
from  certain  branches  of  «xpenditure  ia  the  Navy 
Deparlmeat  to  other  branches  of  ezpeaditure  in 
the  same  Department ;  the  other,  a  view  of  tha 
stale  and  disposition  at  this  time  of  the  Navy  trf 
the  Uniied  Slates;  which  were  read,  and  referred 
lo  the  Committea  on  the  Naval  Establish  ment. 

The  Bpbakbb  also  laid  before  tbe  House  Ihe 
annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treatury, 
of  th*  amooni  of  duties  and  drawbacks  00  ffooot 
imported  into  and  exported  from  the  Uniied 
States  during  the  years  1807, 1808, 1809. — Ordered 
to  lie  00  Ihe  table. 

Mr.  Kppeb,  from  the  CiHVimitiee  of  Waya  aad 
Meant,  presented  a  bill  tofizihe'eooipensationof 
the  adnilLonal  Assistant  I'ostmatieT  Qeneral; 
which  wari  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Wltede  to-morrow. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Mobbow, 
■fytohed,  TiM  the  Committee  on  tht  Pablie 
Lands  be  directed  ^to  consider  and  report  on  the 
expediency  of  making  provitioQ,  by  law,  for  lay- 
ing out  and  making  the  two  roads  provided  for 
by  a  treaty  concluded'  at  Brownslowo,  on  the 
tweiity-&nh  day  of  November,  1303,  and  for  Ihe 
disposal  of  tbe  public  lands,  the  Indian  tide  lo 
_0.k ...•: ..:.>.»j  ).»  •! .--.A  I •_ .  -_j 


Mr.  BisaETT  said,  that  it  would  be  recollected 
that  at  the  last  aetsion  of  Congress  a  report  bad 
been  made  by  tbe  Navy  ComEniltee,  on  the  tab- 
jeet of  a  navy  hospital,  which  report  had  not  been 
acied  upon.  This  subject,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  did 
then  aud  now  believe  to  be  on«  of  great  import- 
ance lo  the  United  Slates,  aod  which  ought  10 
claim  the  terions  attention  of  Congress.  To  biiag 
it  again  before  them,  he  moved  lo  refer  the  papers 
relating  to  tbe  gubject  to'  the  Committee  on  the 
Naval  Establishment.    Agreed  10. 

TAZOO  BETTLERB. 

Hr-  Tboup  aaid,  it  would  be  recollected  ibaL 
by  the  law  of  1B07,  the  President  was  anthorizci 
to  remove  by  force,  from  the  public  lands,  persont 
claiming  uoder  any  other  liilea  ihan  such  aa  wen 
derived  from  the  United  Slates.  .  He  had  no 
doubt  but  this  law  bad  been  duly  executed^  but 
be  naa  deairons  of  obtaining  all  the  information 
be  could  acquire  on  this  subject,  and  therefore 
moved  a  resoluiion  to  the  foliowjug  effect : 

Boohed,  That  the  Seorelar;  of  the  Treasurj  b«  4i- 
ractail  lo  Is;  bsfors  this  House  an;  iafamiatian  be  ntf 
hsTc  toucshiog  an;  settlement,  contrary  to  law,  on  thi# 
public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territoij ;  bj  ^^^'?^ 
what  periods  and  extent,  and  what  messuies  bad  bean 
taken  to  remove  such  intrude™  on  the  public  laaos, 

Mr.  Rqb4  wished  to  see.  the  retnlulioQ  moM 
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g«De»l  in  ita  tpplicmiioo,  and  tlt«rcrore  mored  to 
•Irike  oul  tliB  words  "in  ibe  Miuisaippj  Terri- 
torjr."  He  could  not  lee  anjr  reasan  why  tbii 
Territor*  aboe  ihould  be  included. 

Mr.  McKeb  could  not  we  the  propTwty  of  oalt- 
iag  opoD  ibe  Secretary  of  the  TreBnury  for  the 
namei,  &c.,  of  rH  naanthoHzed  Miile'n  oo  the 
public  landi;  for  it  waa  well  ondcmood  thai 
■one  ietdemeDtt  had  beeo  made  on  the  public 
Uoda  ID  Louisiana  Terri  lory,  perhaps,  which  did 
tfot  require  tbe  iolerposilion  of  (be  OofernmeD^— 
a  prop«siiion  being:  nowpendiog  before  ihe Com- 
miltee  of  Public  Lauds  for  opening  an  office  for 
tbe  sale  of  the  lands  ihaa  nettled. 

Mr  Tbodp  said,  bia  object  was  t«  obtain  in- 
formatian  as  to  cetuio  Inndi  in  the  Mhsiniippi 
Terriiory  i  tbe  liile  to  which  cba  United  Slates 
had,  on  the  one  hand,  decUred  to  be  Tasted  in 
them,  and  (be  Supreme  Court,  on  the  other  band, 
bad  deelared  not  to  be  in  the  United  Ststei,  but 
in  (bote  per«ons  claiming  under  the  Yazivi  apecu- 
laiion.  This  decUioo  must  either  be  acquieaeed 
JD  or  resiued  by  the  United  Stalei.  1(  ftcqui- 
•aced  in,  it  must  be  in  one  of  two  ways.  The 
United  States  munt  either  permit  the  Supreme 
Court  to  execute  iti  jud^rneoi  in  the  ordinary 
course,  or  muat  periuit  quiet  poaaeuioo  to  be  taken 
by  the  claimoDls.  Wlielher  ibey  acquiesced  in 
one  way  or  the  other,  two  di^iinei  great  tightii 
were  affected :  Srsi,  the  great  iutereaiof  the  whole 
people  of  the  Uaiied  States,  clatmiag  equal  and 
common  proprietorship  of  tha  soil ;  and,  secpnd, 
Ibe  great  inierest  of  the  people  of  Georgia,  to 
whom  ibe  United  Slate*  had  acrced  to  pay 
$1,250  000,  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  aales  of 
these  lands.  If  the  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  Slates  was  acquiesced  in,  the 
Bute  of  Qeotgia  would  be  (bus  defrauded  both 
of  her  laad  and  money.  But  if  the  QoVernmenl 
of  tbe  United  Slates  would  not  iubmil  to  this  de- 
cision, but  resist  it  to  the  laat  extremity,  what 
course  could  be  taken  but  to  employ  the  whole 
mililary  force  of  the  United  States  to  eject  all 
persons  not  claiming  under  the  auiboiity  of  the 
United  States?  If  that  deacrlntion  of  perfnhi 
claiming  the  territory,  in  whose  behalf  a  decision 
was  lately  made,  taking  forcible  possession,  should 
obtain  such  a  fooiing  as  to  be  able  to  oppose  to 
the  authority  of  the  United  States  a  considerable 
'  force, -there  would  perhaps  be  no  alternative  but 
fbr  the  United  Slates  to  remoTe  ihembyan  exer- 
tion of  its  military  power,  or  lamely  to  acquiesce 
in  the  lawless  aggression.  It  was  from  these 
considerations  that  be  w«s  desirous  to  have  in- 
fotmatioQ  on  the  subject  of  the  late  aeitlementi 
there. 

Mr.  Rhea  was  of  opinion  that  the  decisioa  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  and  the  questions  arising 
from  ii,  might  bare  been  led  on  tbeir  own  bottom 
for  tbe  prpscDt;  and  assigned  seven  I  reasons  why 
he  thought  general  information  was  desirable  oa 
thb  sutieei. 

Mr.  Rhea's  motion  to  strike  out  the  wordsi  "  in 
the  Mississippi  Territory,"  was  negatived — oO  to 
w^  and  Ihe  resoluiioQ  then  passed  without  oppo- 


AFFORTIONMENT  BILL. 

Tbe  House  resumed  the  conaideratioo  of  tha 

bill   for   the  apporiiontnent  of  Repreaenlaiirea 

amoof  the  several  States,  aocording  to  tbe  thi^ 


Tbe  question  paading  wason  concarrenee  with 
CoRtmiitee  of  ibe  Whole,  in  filling  the  blank 
with  "40,000.^ 

Mr.  STDRoaBrose  and  said  before  he  shoold 
sit  down  he  intended  to  make  a  motion,  wbicb 
wonid  supersede  tbe  one  before  the  House.  He 
agreed  with  several  gentlemen  who  preceded  him, 
that  the  subject  now  under  consideration,  was  of 
the  mostserioiuimporlance  to  the  United  States^ 
Hu  regretted^  that  there  had  heretofore  appeared 
a  disincliaalion  to  deliberate  upon  it  in  propor- 
tion (o  its  importance.  He  thought  there  bad 
been  a  partial  view  in  one  respect,  taken  i>f  this 
subject,  which,  if  extended,  might  be  usefot  ia 
ibeir  decisioa.  He  considered  it  as  almost  a  self- 
evident  proposition  that  by  establishing  a  large 
ratio,  tbe  large  States  would  be  gainers,  at  tbe  ex- 
pense of  the  small  ones.  He  had  fU-epared  a 
statement,  as  to  Ihe  apparent  relative  interew  of 
tbe  different  Siatas,  and  their  fractions  at  ih« 
census  in  1800,  which,  alihaogh  not  perfectly  ae- 
curaie,  yet  was  anffieiently  so  for  nis  puniose. 
Virginia  had  a  fraction  of  about  16,000,  North 
Carolina  about  29pD0.  Pennsylvania,  he  ondei^ 
siQud.  had  a  small  one.  Those  of  Massachuietta 
iind  New  York  he  had  nut  ascenained.  Tbe 
Stales  he  had  mentioned  tnay  be  comipdered  aa 
ibe  large  Slates.  Two  of  tbem.  New  York  and 
Pennsylvania,  are  not  only  large,  but,  owins  lo 
peculiarly  favorable  cireumstances.  hare  aad  will 
eoniinoe  to  increase  ia  iheir  population.  Wha- 
ther  they  are  all  progressing  rapidly  in  th«tr  pop- 
ntalitm  or  not,  ihey  are,  so  far  as  respects  a  pre- 
ponderaoce  in  our  councils,  interested  in  Szibg  a 
iarte  ratio.  Tbe  Slates  of  Kenincky,  Tennessee, 
ana  Ohio,  although  small  at  present,  yet,  owing 
to  a  variety  of  faTorable  eircumiiaaees,  such  as 
ihe  quality  of  ibeir  soil,  iheir  ge^rapbieal  situa- 
tion, and  other  «ncoDragemetits  to  em igra lions, 
must  for  fifty  or  on«  hundred  yean  rapidly  in- 
crease in  population ;  they  are  also.  Iberefora,  in- 
lerested  in  a  large  ratio.  But  look  at  some  of 
tbe  small  States,  which  have  been,  and  will  coo- 
lioue  to  be,  nearly  stationary.  Qeorgia  at  tha 
last  oensni,  had  a  fraction  of  about  S.OOO,  Sovth 
Carolina  23,000,  Delaware  31,000,  New  Jersey 
8.000,  Connectient  20,000,  Rhode  Island  9,000. 
If  the  last  Biatn  mentioned  have  not  iacraased 
much  in  iheir  population,  as  is  generally  sup- 
posed, the  probabiliiy  is,  if  the  ratio  bow  pro- 
pored,  viz:  40,000,  is  agreed  to,  that  each  of  thiKa 
must  lose  one  ot  morii  of  their  Representatives. 
In  looking  at  the  justice  of  such  a  ratio,  compare, 
for  instance,  the  Stale  of  Delaware  with  that  of 
Virginia.  The  former,  as  she  had  before,  will 
aow  have  a  fraction  of  31,000.  Supposing  Vir- 
ginia has  the  same,  then  the  conseqneaee  will 
be.  that  nMrly  half  of  the  population  of  Delaware 
will  be  a  are  presented,  and  oaly  a  23d  part  of  that 
of  Virginia.  And  here  ho  said  he  would  notim 
a  Biatement  or  arganMBi  of^  geatlcmaa  (Hr.  W. 
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Alston  J  from  Nonh  CiroUna,  the  other  day. 
'  who  3tia  >  large  ratio  was  in  faror  of  Fbe  matl 
I  Sratn,  and  against  ihe  large  ones ;  fur,  raid  be, 
I       if  Delaware  bave  a  fraclion  of  3»0e0,  aad  Vir- 

K'lia  bare  the  Mnie,  ihe  former  State  ititi  hure 
If  of  ibvir  population  SDrepreaeoted,  aiKl  ib« 
'  latter  State  only  a  2Sd  part;  tberefore  a  larga 
racio  it  in  fa  tor  of  ibe  Hnall  States.  He  tbouglii 
I  it  DDaceenaty  to  make  any  comment 
I  nwoaiog,  and  therefore  would  teare  It. 
'  Mr.  8.  observed,  that  he  had  Mid  ibe  apparent 


■rwlly  ivppoMd.  Tht:  aeTtn  millioim,  a  rtiiio  of 
one  for  erery  35,000  will  give  preeiaelv  2(XI  mem- 
bera,  which  be  ihoughi  would  be  a 


cease  of  the  real  interest  of  thoie  gebllemen  who 
represented  the  Urge  State*.  He  said  it  w«a  in 
haman  naiure,  (and  from  that  only  could  W« 
reaaon)  "when  men  feel  power,  ihey  forget  right." 
Was  it  to  b«  expected,  that  the  large  Stalea  on 
Ibis  fioor,  hariog  the  power  to  eomrol  the  amall 
ones,  will  not  bs  tempted  tosscrlSce  their  jc 
tereats?  What  will  be  the  eonsequeneet  Tho' 
whose  rights  are  not  regarded  wilt  soon  become 
Dneasy;  Jealoosies  wift  arise;  the  harmony  of 
the  members  of  this  Familjr  will  be  endaogered; 
ibe  perpetnily  of  this  Unioo  will  be  hazarded. 
He  therefore,  again  appealed  to  the  real  s 
which  gentlemen  felt  respecting  their  true 
teresi.  He  obserred,  that  it  bad  been  said,  the 
imatl  Bt«i«s  have  a  seearity  from  ttieir  equal 
Tepresentation  in  the  Senate,  He  beliered  ex- 
perience bad  already  proved^  and  would  continue 
nerearinr  to  confirm  tbe  opinion,  that  very  little 
security  is  to  be  expected  from  thaf -circumstance. 
It  afforded  the  smalt  States  very  little  coosotatlon. 
From  the  consirnctioo  of  our  Chirernmeni,  it 
will  ever  be  the  case,  that  the  inflaence  of  the 
targe  States  in  this  House  will,  opon  great  na- 
tional  and  interesting  questions,  operate  apon  tbe 
deliberations  of  Ihe  Senate.  If  tbe  large  Stalea 
shall  bsppen  to  be  united  in  their  views  as  to  the 
Chief  Magistrate,  the  electoral  votes  which  are 
tobe-girea  will  always  hftve  the  .effect  which 
they  are  calcnUted  to  produce. 

Another  reason  which  had  been  urged  in  favor 
of  a  lar^  ratio  was  the  diffiotilly  of  doio^  bnsl- 
ness  with  a  large  representation.  Mr.  S.  said 
this,  like  many  other  theories,  was  delusive  and 
would  not  bear  the  test  of  fact  and  experience. 
He  said  the  State  of  Connectietit,  which  he  had 
tbe  honor  to  represent,  proved  the  truth  of  hi* 
remark.  He  said  the  popular  branch  of  the  Le- 
cislatureof  that  Stale  was  composed  of  about  two 
hundred  members,  wbo  aat  three  weeks  only  in 
the  Spring,  and  tbe  same  in  Autumn,  In  a  room 
not  more  ihan  half  the  size  of  this,  and  be  would 
presume  to  aay  it,  atlhougb  he  represented  that 
State,  and  Ibis  statement  woald  be  corroborated 
by  thoje  who  had  attended  the  deliberationa  of 
that  body,  tbat,  for  order,  decorum,  and  dispatch 
ef  business,  they  were  nor  surpassed  by  any  other 
deliberative  body.  He  did  not  by  (his  mean  16 
imply  soy  disparagemeot  to  other  Leaisltiures, 
For  aa^fal  be  knew,  they  all  condacted  their  busi- 
iM*«  witlr  equal  decorum.  He  was  not  over  tax* 
ions  to  confine  tbe  ratio  to  what  it  i«  at  presebl. 
If  the  population  ahsU  •mtHtnt  to  what  k  u  gen- 
llth  Cos.  Sd  SBn.r~I4 


He  aald,  an  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
York  the  otber  day  advanced  a  doctrine  to  which 
be  could  by  no  roeaos  subscribe.  Mr.  B.  said, 
beioga  Repiibliean  himself,  he  thought  it  did  not 
bv  aoy  means  eonport  with  true  Republicanism. 
The  geoileiaan  said,  that  onr  eltizeoa  were  to  look 
altogether  to  their  State  Legislatures,  and  not  to 
tbe  National  LiegislatQre,fortheproiectioQof  thctt 
rights;  he  thought  it  highly  important  ibat  the 
States  ahould  hare  a  proper  representation  here, 
so  as  to  guard  against  the  encroachments  of  tha 
Gkneral  Oovernmeat  upon  the  personal  ilgbta  of 

He  asked  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  whe- 
ther he  had  not  at  any  lioia  heretofore  been  jealous 
of  ihe  encioaebment*  of  ibis  Government  on  Ihe 
personal  rights  of  our  citizens  1  As  to  the  other 
geatlemaa  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Fisk,)  he  said 
his  remark  mras  not  anplicable  to  him;  for,  he 
said,  if  he  had  been  rigotty  ioformed,  tbatgenile- 
I  bad  never  al  any  time  heretofore  been  jeal- 
of  any  sucb  cneroaohmeots. 
[r.  S.  tald  fu*iher,  if  harmony  among  th« 
membtrs  of  this  Union,  and  perpetuity  to  the 
same,  were  desirable,  the  large  States  would  take 
heed  bow  they  unnecessarily  degraded  the  small 
one*.  He  then  appealed  to  the  small  and  sta- 
tionary Stales,  how  ihey  ought  to  act  upon  the 
present  occasion. 

He  aaid    be   trusted   all   difficulty   would    be 

'oided,  if  we  Wonld  consent  jo'waii,  and  ac- 
evnmodate,  er  far  as  may  be,  the  ratio  lo  the 
acioal  numbers  which  shall  be  returned,  and  to 
tbe  fractioas  which  will  then  appear  upon  any 
ratio  which  shall  be  proposed.  He  therefore 
moved  an  indefinite  poaiponement. 

Mr.  Sawybb  said  that,  as  he  was  a  friend  to  a 
represcniaiive  democracy,  and  for  diffusing  its 
bleosio^  as  generally  as  possible,  he  should  vote 
for  an  indeanite  {wiipoaemeni  rather  than  for 
filling  the  blaokwiih  the  number  proposed.  If 
any  argument,  on  account  of  the  toereaFed  de- 
lay  in  our  proceedings  from  an  increased  num- 
ber of  members  ia  to  prevail,  it  would  justify  us 
likewise  in  reducing  the  ^esenl  number  to  anv 
eonlemptiUe  amoOnt.  Did  we  consult  dispatch 
more  than  public  instice  and  safEty,  we  bad  bet- 
ter coaamit  onr  affairs  to  tbe  bands  of  six  or  eight 
BMmbers ;  for  we  have  as  much  right,  under  tbe 
Cons  I  it  u  lion,  to  diminish  the  present  number,  aa 
to  fixa  ratio  which  would  give  no  exprenion  to 
the  voices  of  our  increased  numbers.  Tbe  Con- 
stitulion,  by  r^uiring  a  frequent  cnumeratioo, 
eilker  bad  an  eye  to  itie  rights  of  our  iacreasing 
populaiioD,  or  must  ooonin  a  clause  of  superero- 
gation. Shall  we  render  the  Constitution  a  dead 
letter  1  Shall  we  ^vade  one  of  its  most  jmpera- 
live  clause*  1  Shall  we  lose  sight  of  one  of  the 
grealeat  safeguards  of  the  people,  for  fear  that 
the  present  body  might  be  a  liitle  incommoded, 
.br  the  wiblie  business  reiarded,  by  uiog  on  « 
nii»  aJapted  to  am  piecent  numbers  1    Milter 
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than  dettagt  A  tawdrf  Hlruetore,  ibe  btmiiDgt  ol 
reprecenUiioQ  are  lo  be  withheld,  and  thousaoda 
of  AmerJciD  cilizent  doomed  lo  a  political  death. 
But  ^EDtlemeii  Dcfd  not  Teel  Blarmed  Tor  the  fate 
of  tbu  hall ;  it  ma*  conreoieatlr  cotil»ia  maof 
more  ih^n  would  be  iDtroducea  by  the  lowest 
noinber  proposed.  As  to  aoy  delay  that  might 
be  occasioDed  in  our  proceedings,  that  is  not 
owing  to  our  number*,  but  to  a  defect  in  out 
roles.  Tha  evil  exiKi  already,  for,  under  out 
present  tegulatioDs,  six  or  eight  member*  may  at 
aoy  lime  arrest  our  proceedings,  and  put  the  will 
of  the  majority  at  defiance,  as  long  as  their  phys- 
ical powers  will  hold  them  out.  We  hear  of  bo 
■ach  delay  in  the  British  Parliament,  nor  in  o 
Slate  Legislatures,  that  coDiaio  twice  our  nut 
bers.  And  If  a  proper  regulation eiisied  here, 
with  them,  by  which  some  end  tuight  be  put  to 
the  abuse  of  debate,  we  should  find  that  a  e 
aiderable  influx  of  new  nuembers  would  prodi 
little  or  no  delay  in  our  proceedings.  But  if  it 
did,  that  should  never  be,  with  ma,  a  reason  for 
Mifliog  the  voice  of  my  fellaw-ciiizens,  and  of 
denying  them  one  of  the  genuine  aiiributes  and 
]Kood  appendages  of  their  liberty.  Let  us  carry 
that  vital  priociiile  of  the  Constiiuiion  ai  far  at 
it  can  be  conveniently  exieoded,  end  not,  from  a 
fear  of  a  tittle  delay  in  our  proceedings,  incur  ibe 
danger  and  the  ahime  of  a  poor  and  pitiful  rep- 
resenlBlion.  Surely  the  rights  of  the  United 
Stale*  are  as  important,  require  as  many  persona 
to  manase  them,  asa  cetnmon  State.  If  the  mo- 
tion to  fiU  the  blank  wiih  forty  thousand  were  to 
prevail,  it  would  ettafalish  a  representettTe  aris- 
tocracy. Bnch  .a  number  would  bear  no  just 
proportion.  It  would  be  a  mere  mockery  of  rep- 
ress mat  ioa  :  an  insult  to  a  free  people,  which 
they  would  not  willingly  forgive;  and  if  they 
anbmilted  to  it  they  would  prepare  themselves 
be  slripped  of  their  power.  I  never  expected  .„ 
bear  in  this  House  (seid  Mr.  S.)  arguments  that 
would  justify  the  diasoluiion  of  it ;  and  which,  if 
I  be  not  mUuken,  were  mode  use  of  by  Crom- 
well and  Bonaparte,  ns  prologues  to  the  political 
tragedies  they  were  about  to  ici.  One  gentleman 
aays  the  Slate  Lesislatoretare  the  proper  guar- 
dians of  our  riglts;  another  says,  we  can  do 
notbingonaccount  of  our  numbers.  If  so,  it  is 
high  time  ibe  people  were  rid  of  the  expense  of 
this  establishment.  To  such  absurd  coodusiaos 
do  all  arguments  tend,  when  directed  against 
reason  and  truth.  Fortunately  for  mankind,  ibey 
require  only  to  be  expoied  to  be  refuted.  They 
dissolve  in  the  aimosphere  of  truth.  As  I  think 
the  proposition  nojust,  as  I  know  it  (o  be  uncon- 
Btiiuiional,  and  as  I  believe  the  State  from  whieb 
I  came  i*  not  desirous  of  truuing  its  aAirs  in 
fewer  hands,  1  am  for  postponing  indefinitely,  and 
agaiQst  filling  the  blank  with  the  number  pro- 
posed. 

Mr.  MoBBLSr  said  be  hoped  the  motion  of  his 
faonorable  colleague  for  the  indefinite  postpone, 
ment  of  the  present  bill  wonid  prevail.  He  said 
when  be  heard  the  chairman  t>f  the  committee 
who  reported  the  bill  declare,  when  be  o^red 
U*  tewlutioB  for  the  appoinimeoi  of  that  emt- 


rainee,  that  he  should  call  it  up  at  an  early  d>^, 
and  every  day,  until  it  was  diipoaed  of,  he  did 
expect  lo  hear  some  cogent  reason  assigned  fat 
the  exireotdinary  di:ipaich  which  ihatgenileman 
seemed  to  consider  necessary  on  so  important  k 
subject.  But,  so  far  from  hEaring  from  that  ot 
any  other  gentleman  any  saiitfaciory  reuon  for 
precipitating  the  pansage  of  this  bill,  the  more 
the  subject  was  discussed,  the  more  he  was  coO' 
vinced  that  it  would  be  premature  at  least,  if  not 
unconstiiuiional,  a*  contended  by  the  honqrabte 
gentleman  from  Matsachusetts  on  his  left,  to  pass 
any  law  upon  the  subject  at  this  lime.  It  would 
certainly  be  n  departure  from  all  former  prece- 
dent. Why  not  wait  witit  we  could  get  a  com- 
plete return  of  the  census,  rather  Ann  act  upon 
the  partial  light  we  now  possess,  which  i*  worse 
then  nothing,  becanoe  it  places  us  upon  an  une- 
qual fooling?  Some  gentlemen  may  have  ob- 
tained accurate  information  respecting  the  pres- 
ent population  of  the  States  they  represent,  while 
others  (which  was  the  case  with  nim^elQ  had 
obtained  none.  He  really  could  perceive  no  good 
reason  why  ther  should  proceed  to  act  in  Ibe 
dark  upon  s.  suEijecI  of  so  much  consequence 
wbe«.  by  postponing  it  to  a  proper  time,  we  shall 
have  light  which  shall  enable  them  lo  act  nnder- 
siandiogly.  Unless,  indeed,  (which  he  was  un- 
willing to  suppose,)  geollewen  lored  darkneci 
rather  than  ligbt,  because  they  feared,  at  least, 
that  their  deeds  might  be  evil. 

With  reprd  to  the  ratio  that  it  would  be  most 
expedient,  upon  general  principles,  to  establish  by 
the  law,  which  they  were  about  to  pass,  he  was 
not  prepared  positively  to  say,  but  bad  heard  no 
reason  which  convinced  him  that  it  was  best  to 
vary  it  essentially  from  what  it  at  present  is.  He 
certaiQlv  should  cooiider  it  inexpedient  to  in- 
crease tne  ratio  so  as  to  diminish  the  pieseni  rep- 
resentation of  any  of  the  States.  The  time  may 
come,  when,  from  our  increaited  population,  this 
mieht  be  necessary  ;  but  that  time,  ae  imagined, 
had  not  yet  arrived.  To  fix  the  ratio  with  the 
present  population,  so  as  to  retain  the  present 
representaijon  in  all  the  States,  would  not  aug- 
ment the  number  of  Reoreseniatires  to  such  a 
degree  as  lo  be  aliendea  with  any  great  disad- 
vantages in  any  point  of  view.  From  the  best 
calcufatioos  that  could  be  made,  the  number  of 
Representatives,  ii 
"    o  hundred,  ales 

several  of  the  State  Legislatures,  But  an  ob- 
jection had  been  made  by  some  gentlemen  that 
even  litis  number  would  be  incouveoieot  as  it 
reapwted  the  personal  accommodation  of  the 
members.  He  believed  ihai  the  people  would 
hear  with  surprise  such  an  objection  as  this  as  lo 
ibis  spacious  hall,  which  they  then  occupied, 
which  bod  cost  the  nation  such  immense  sum^ 
and  which  was  so  large  that  it  was  with  difficul- 
ty that  gentlemen  could  make  themselves  heard 
from  one  side  to  ibe  other  of  it.  They  would  be 
led  lo  suppose  that,  when  a  man  becomee  a  mem- 
ber of  CongreiBj  he  becomes  not  only  nominally, 
but  literally,  a  great  man. 
It  Lad  auo  been  Mid  that  tha  pnblic  biuiocK 
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«oaid  be  traDfia6led  wilh  more  energy  and  di«- 
nalch  ia  ■  body  leM  numerous.  And,  if  he  rigbt- 
ly  recollected,  lomethiDg  like  a  compiriiOD  was 
made  by  Mt  hoBoiable  gentleman  from  New 
York,  whom  he  now  saw  in  hta  place,  and  who 
was  lately  a  diitiognished  member  of  the  Senate, 
batveen  the  facility  and  dispatch  with  which 
boiineM  is  traoMcled  in  that  body  and  this. 

Sir,  taid  Mr,  M.,  deliberation  aa  well  as  div 
patch  is  sometimes  found  useful  in  legislation. 
And  he  begged  leave  to  remind  that  gentleman 
of  an  jasiance  in  which  the  candor  of  the  gen- 
tleman would  induce  him  lO  concede  that  iha 
nation  found  safety  in  a  mnltiiade  cf  coaDsellors. 
He  alluded  to  the  expeditioni  passage  of  a  taw, 
in  the  Senate,  when  that  gentleman  held  a  seat 
in  that  body,  mspendiog  the  privilege  of  the  writ 
of  habeas  corpat.  Had  that  have  passed  with 
tbe  same  eclal  through  tbrs  House,  he  bellered 
the  nation  would  have  tbanked  themif  thejr  bad 
exercised  a  little  less  dispatch  and  energy,  and  a 
little  more  deliberation.  He  said  ha  did  not 
mention  this  hy  way  of  censure,  because  ha  be- 
lieved the  vote  in  the  Senate  was  nearly  unani- 
mous, and  bis  own  political  friends  were  impli' 
caled  in  it.  This  example,  however,  showed  that 
tbere  was  more  safety,  at  least,  if  not  wisdom,  ia 
a  multiLQde  of  counsellor*. 

But  it  had  been  said  that  by  an  iacreue  of  nmo- 
bers  debate  would  he  increased,  Tbli,  be  said, 
was  an  evil  which,  if  gentlemen  would  reflect, 
tbey  reallv  need  not  dread;  for  the  present  num- 
ber, it  had  been  already  seen,  eoalil  talk  any  sub- 
ject the  year  in  and  the  year  out  without  any 
difficulty.  He  said  he  had  not  meant  to  say  soy- 
Ihing  on  this  subject;  and  to  allude  to  a  remark 
of  a  worthy  seulleman  lately  a  member  of  this 
House  f  Mr.  Upbaii)  who  said  that  the  cacoelhet 
ioquendiyrmt  contagious,  and  he  bad  insensibly 
caught  it ;  lest  I  should  be  thought  to  bare  caught 
it,  said  Mr.  H.,  I  wUl  sit  down.  Indeed  I  should 
not  have  risen  but  for  some  remarks  of  gentlemen 
professing  to  be  good  Republloaos,  who  bare  ex- 
pressed sentiments  not  palatable  to  my  constitu- 
ents, who  as  well  as  myself  are  really  Republi- 
: — tsratberaristocraiical,  and  lending 


e  best  form  of  Government. 
Mr.  Macoh  said  that  on  this  question  he  was 
not  ashamed  to  avow  that  he  had  changed  bis 
mind  ;  and  be  did  so,  because  he  bad  reasoR  to 
believe  that  gentlemen  from  some  of  the  States 
could  calculate  what  ratio  would  beet  suit  their 
population.  Now,  he  knew  uothing  of  what 
would  suit  the  State  he  came  from ;  aod  Ke  was 
therefore  for  postponing  tbe  bill,  that  all  might 
stand  on  tbe  same  ground  when  they  oame  to  de- 
cide this  question.  Try  the  gentlemen  who  were 
in  favor  of  postponement,  and  they  dreaded  the 
ntio  of  forty  thousand  ;  but  seven  or  eight  and 
thirty  thousand  they  tbouihtwoutd  not  be  amiss. 
When  be  heard  this,  he  thought  that  (hey  must 
knoiv  ■  little  more  about  it  than  be  did ;  and  he 
had  aecordiogly  written  to  the  Marshal  of  the 
8iat«  of  North  Carolina,  to  know,  as  nearly  as 
possible,  what  wm  tbe  cenms  of  lihat  iSute.  Upon 


tbii,as  opon  many  other  questions,  the  irueqnea-' 
tion  was  kept  quite  out  of  view ;  for  if  gendemeii 
would  look  back  to  the  debates,  and  turn  over  tha 
Jooroals  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this  question 
heretofore,  they  would  find  every  member  speak- 
ing and  voting  for  the  number  which  best  suited 
the  Slate  which  be  represented. 

With  respect  to  what  woald  be  too  ereat  « 
number  to  do  business  lyith  convenience,  Mr.  I£ 
said  he  bad  some  time  ago  slated  his  opiaioo. 
He  believed  there  was  always  more  danger  of 
their  legtslatiog^too  fast  than  tooslow;  be  believed 
that  every  majority  that  ever  existed  hadalwavs 
been  in  a  hurry.  When  be  first  had  a  seat  in 
this  House,  this  was  a  maxim  of  one  of  tbe  bat 
legislators  he  bad  ever  known  :  vote  when  yop 
are  in  tbe  majority,  talk  when  you  are  in  the  mt- 
ndrity. 

Mr.  H.  said  he  disliked  the  act  for  the  sus- 
pennion  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  as  much 
as  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut:  but  they 
should  put  LO  it  its  older  brother,  the  sedition  law ; 
tbev  ought  not  to  be  divided.  All  majorities,  he 
saiu,  Would  have  tbis  itch  for  legislating  fast,  and 
all  minorities  for  talking  a  great  deal ;  a  majority 
always  understood  that  ii  must  put  its  acts  against 
all  a  minority  could  say.  He  asked  gentlemen, 
whether,  in  tbe  present  stale  of  things,  it  was  fair 
to  press  this  question.  He  bad  stated  what  be 
baa  done,  and  another  gentleman,  Who  represented 
a  State  much  nearer  ihaa  North  Carolina,  had 
also  wiilten  to  his  marsbal,  and  probably  would 
get  the  informatiot)  he  wanted  to  day  or  to-moN 
row,  and,  no  doubt,  would  then  be  as  well  pre- 
pared  to  act  as  others  were.  As  this  would  not 
be  tbe  case  with  himself,  Mr.  M.  said  he  was  in 
favor  of  postponement,  that  all  might  have  an 
equal  chaoce  of  aciing  uoderstandingly. 

Mr.  Pitkin  said  that  tbe  gentleman  last  up 
bad  meaiLooed  that  probably  some  gentlemen 
were  acquaioted  with  the  census  of  tbair  States, 
and  therefore  better  prepared  to  act  than  others. 
So  fat  as  respected  himself,  Mr.  P.  said  be  could 
inform  tbe  gentleman  that  as  to  the  census  of 
Connecticut,  he  knew  it  not:  he  did  not  even 
know  the  number  in  bis  own  little  villajre.  He 
knew,  however,  that  from  the  year  1790  to  the 
year  1800,  the  increase  in  that  State  was  about 
14,000 ;  it  was  so  small  on  acoount  of  the  great 
emigration.  Tbe  emigration  had  not  been  less 
for.  the  last  ten  years.  Of  course,  therefore,  tbe 
increase  would  not  be  much  greater  than  for  the 
ten  preceding  years ;  it  might  be  about  fifteen  or 
sixteen  thousand.  He  knew  also  that  the  ratio 
of  40,000  would  take  an  increase  of  30,000  more 
to  enable  Conueciicut  to  maintain  its  present 
footing  in  the  House  of  Representatives;  and, 
judging  from  the  former  increase,  he  knew  that 
Connecticut  at  the  ratio  of  40,000  mast  lose  on« 
of  her  members.  This  to  be  anre  might  not,  he 
said,  be  of  great  consequence  to  tbe  Union;  but 
at  the  same  lime  it  might  be  to  Couneciicut.  Mr. 
P.  said  he  bad  no  other  data  than  this  mode  of 
estimating  it,  on  which  to  judge  of  the  • 
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KaeDlatlon,  he  declared  hiraielf  in  fttoi  of  bdeS- 
title  pootponemeDt; 

Hr.  FiNDLGT  nii  thp  qneslion  wu  taken  in 
Ibe  ComioiUee  of  ibe  Whole  with  liiUe  ditcns- 
■ion,  because  it  met  wfih  little  oppoaiiion,  but  he 
bad  tiDce  leriously  reflected  oa  the  lubject,  and 
.  made  op  hia  mind  to  rote  for  the  indefinite  VO't- 
^emealortbeqneBiion.  Hebeliered  that  Cod- 
pessbad  power  to  determfne  the  ratio  in  one  law 
and  the  apporlioniDent  in  another,  bni  this  had 
nerer  before  been  done,  and  not  beinc  neceuary 
lie  did  not  tbink  it  expedient  to  aoopt  a  new 
method  now.  He  was,  noweTer,  in  faror  of  in- 
ereaiing. the. ratio  eonsiderably,  eren  though  (i 
might  affect  some  Slates  more  ihanoiheri;  the 
Stateawoald  always  here  unequal  fraettoni  when 
tbe  ratio  wonid  be  increased  ;  therefore,  this  ar- 
gnment  would  always  apply.  This  would  be  the 
case  eren  by  cotninutDg  the  pteaent  ratio. 

When  Ibe  Grit  ceosas  was  taken, he  was  a  mem- 
ber and  atleotive  to  the  subject.  The  Federal 
CoDveniioD  had  agreed  that  tbe  smallest  ratio 
ahould  be  40,000,  bat,  on  the  snegeMioD  of  the 
President,  it  was  floBlly  fixed  at  30,000.  Himself 
and  many  other  memhcra  endeaTcred  lo  have  this 
igreed  lo  as  the  &at  ratio,  bflieTing'that  it  would 
be  increased  with  the  population  at  every  new 
vnumeraiion.  The  Senate,  boWerer,  agreed  to 
begin  with  40.QO0,  and  ioststed  oa  ft,  till  it  eame 
to  a  conference,  of  which  he  whk  one  of  the  con- 
ferees. Finally.  howeTer,  33,000  the  yiresent  ratio 
was  delerminea  as  that  which  left  the  smallest 
fraction  in  the  whole  uorepresenied.    Though  be 


what  he  was  willing  to  rary  it  .somewhat  less  or 
more,  not  in  faror  of  any  pariicutar  States,  boi 
ao  as  to  leave  the  emallest  number  o(  citizens  on 
the  whole  unrepresented. '  He  beliered  that  this 
was  their  doty,  and  they  could  not  do  it  till  tbe 
MDmertiion  was  known.  He  did  not  think  the 
Iwo  last  days  of  the  session  was  a  suitable  lime 
.to  delibente  on  making  the  apportionment ;  tbe 
Honse  Waa  then  too  much  engaged  with  unSn- 
ished  business,  and  eeneralty  too  thin.  He  was 
in  favor  of  leaving  the  whole  to  tbe  o»l  House 
U  had  been  dooe  always  heretofore.  If  we  did 
not  do  so  be  believed  that  the  next  House  would 
hare  asmnch  powerio  change  our  law  as  we  bed 
to  make  it;  and  as  it  required  making  two  laws 
]D<tead  of  one,  he  was  not  conrincedof  the  ne- 
cessity of  changing  the  usqat  method  which  had 
heretofore  given  satisfaction,  nor  of  any  rcalad- 
-  Tantage  arising  from  tht  change. 

The  veas  and  nays  on  iodefinile  postpoiiement 
were  taken:  and  were — yeas  55,  nays  63,  as  fol- 
lows: . 

Ybis— Joaa;^  Allan,  Abijih  Bigelow,  Daniel 
iUawdell,  Adsm  Bojd,  Jsiaei  Bntckenridge,  Joba 
C.  Chamberlain,  Wiltism  Chunberib,  Epiphroditdi 
CbampioB,  Martin.  ChiKenden,  Honell  Cobb.  John 
DavBiiport,  jun.,  William  Ely,  Jimn  Emott,  Willism 
Tinilley,  ChariM  Goldsboiougti,  Thomu  R.  GoM,  Ed- 
win Qray,  Jonathan  U.  Hubbard,  Jacob  Hnfty,  Ebe- 
MMt  Hnntin^n,  Richard  Jkckaon,  jnn.,  Robert  Jbn- 
linsi'nwmas  Kcaaa,  Hennan  Knkkerhaeker,  Joaaph 
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Mottbews,  Archibald  MeBijde,  Wil- 
liam Milnor,  Nkhalas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moora,  Jere- 
mish  MorraiT,  Jonsthsn  O.  MiMelsvi  Joseph  Paaraon, 
UnoAy  Pitkin,  janior,  Blidia'R.  Pottar.Jeha  Ilea  of 
Panasylvania,  Sainuel  RinggoW,  Lamnel  Sawyar,  Idm 
A.  Bcndder,  Adam  Seybert,  Danial  aief%,Hean 


Soutbaid,  Jamas  Stepbei 


ID.  Law  is  B. 


Snoope,  Samoa!  Tanart,  Buiiamin  Tallmadgv,  Jokn 
Tivlar,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  laban  Wheaton,  Jaaaaa 
WiboB,  Robert  Witharspoon,  uid  R^wrt  Wright. 

Nats— Umoel  J.  Alston,  Willia  AlstoB,  jon.,  Wil- 
liam Anderaon,  Eiekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  WilliaM 
T.  Barry,  BurwsU  Baasetl,  William  W.  BiU^  Robert 
Brown,  William  A.  Bnrwell,  William  BntlcT,  Joa^ 
Calboun,  Matthew  Clay,  Jamea  Cochran,  WiUiaaa 
Crawford,  Richard  Cutta,  John  Dawion,  Joaei^  Desha, 
John  W.  Eppea.  Joaatbaa  Fisk,  Mechack  Franklin. 
Gideon  Gardner,  David  8.  Gariand,  Thonaa  Gholaon, 
Paterson  Goodwyn,  Daniel  Heister,  William  Helms^ 
James  Holtind,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  WiUian  Ken- 
nsdy,  John  Love,  Aaron  Ljle,  Bamuel  McKee,  Alex- 
ander McKim,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  Samuel  L.  Mitch- 
ill,  John  Montgomerf,  Gurdon  S.  Mnmrord,  Tbamas 
Newton,  John  Nicholson,  John  Porter,  Petar  B.  Por- 
ter, Jobn  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richinla,  John 
Roane,  Erastus  Root,  Bbeneur  Bsge,  Tboanc  Sun- 
moDB,  Bbeneaar  Beavar,  Sannd  ^aw,  John  SmiUa, 
George  Smith,  Jobn  Smith,  Sannel  Smith,  ffichaid 
Staniord,  John  Tbempaon,  Uri  Ttaey,  Geoiia  M. 
Troup,  ChaHea  Tomer,  jr.,  Robut  WeaUaj,  Kobcat 


Troup,  t;bail<a  -Comer,  jr., 
Whitahill,  and  Richard  Wini 


So  the  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Pitkin  said,  as  it  was  probable  some  gen- 
llemeo  bad  voted  against  indefinite  postponement, 
nnder  an  impression  that  the  returns  of  the  census 
wontd  be  received  in  snfficie&t  time  to  act  apoa 
tbem  during  the  present  session,  and  thus  Bare  10 
v>me  of  the  Btaies  the  inconreiilence  of  an  extra 
lession  j  he  should  move  to  posipooe  the  farther 
coiuideration  of  thesubject  to  tbe  second  Monday 
in  February,  in  the  hope  that  we  ahould  obtain  « 
majority  in  favor  of  such  a  course. 
-  Mr.  SiirLiG  declared  himaeir  oppoicd  lo  tbe 
nresent  motion  and  for  ibe  same  reason  forwbich 
he  was  opposed  to  indefinite  postponement.  Be- 
cBUse  he  wished  the  ratio  to  be  fixed  before  the 
returns  were  made,  and  before  the  members  could 
have  an  oppoitanity  of  caleolaiing  the  fractiona 
which  mignt  be  left  to  individual  Siatea.  He 
was  in  the  Heuae  when  the  laat  eensua  waa  taken, 
and  the  existing  apportionment  made-  Oa  that 
oeeaaJon,  when  the  result  of  the  popnlaiioa  was 
knowD,  there  was  a  kind  of  accommodatioD,  is 
fixing  the  ratio,  between  those  Stales  who  had 
ftaclions— ibey  combined  together  lo  make  that 
apportionment  which  would  leave  the  atnallest 
fraotioD  of  oorenresenied  population  to  tbe  indi- 
vidoal  States  which  they  represented.  He  saw 
no  reason  to  induce  an  opinion  that  the  ameeif 
cumaiance  would  not  occur  on  tbe  present  occa- 
sion, were  the  reioras  to  be  made,  prerioas  to  fix- 
ing the  ratio.  It  has  been  observed  that  if  the 
ratio  was  fixed  now,  injustice  would  be  done  to 
some  of  the  small  States.  This  be  coold  not 
perceive,  for  the  ^iociple  was  equally  impartial 
to  all;  and  even  if  tbe  intereat  of  a  small  Si«i« 
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-■boutd  Ruffer,  tbe  intcre*!  of  m  part  ihonld  rield 
to  that  of  tbe  whole.  Mr.  S.  cnieeed  into  a  uief 
examiiuilua  of  tb?  detail*  of  this  tubject,  and 
■eaacliuled  with  «xpre*Aing  liis  hope  that  the  ^ilt 
voulduot  be  poitpooed. 

Mf.  MiLNOB  Mid,  ibu  when  this  subject  had 
been   first   bcoughl  Iota   Tietr^ADd   Jb« 


kill  appeared  >o  plausible,  that  be  had  hi 
been  ao  Advocate  for  fixing  the  latio  at  tbe  pica- 
(ot  tiin«.  Under  ibu  impression  he  bad  voted 
in  Conuuiilee  «f  the  Whole;  but  the  obeerva- 
tiona  aincemadBframTariou*  sides  of  theHoa»e 
had  coDTineed  bitn  that  tbis  was  not  the  tiine 
whea  the  ratio  oasht  to  be  fixed. 

The  fceolleoiin  lut  up  bad  remarked  thai,  Gz 
ihe  ratio  a*  ifaef  would,  tbe  relative  weight  of 
««eh  State  woulij  not  ba altered.  TItis  idea,  Mid 
Ur.  M.,  WW  not  warraoied  by  an 
into  the  auhjeet.  Rhode  Islaod  Iras  now  refrc 
•eotKl  bf  two  membersi  Virginiabf^.  If  the 
ratio  waa fixed  at.nueb  a  rsteai  to  take  one  frwn 
each  of  these  Siaiet,  he  aaked  whether  ibeir  rel- 
ative loss  would  be  the  urne.  II'  ao,  it  wa*  a 
truth  of  whieli  he  had  do  con e*p lion.  It  much 
aatouiahed  him  to  find  that  (centlemen  who  weie 
the  greatest  sticklers  for  3iate  rights,  and  ex- 
tremely afraid  that  the  Oeaeral_  Qorerameat 
should  encroach  upoq  them ;  ibat  these  gentle- 
men were  desirous  to  £z  on  a  ratio  which  went 
to  dtcaiaiah  tbe  influeoee  of  the  amall  States, 
aad  iocrease  that  of  the  larger  ones.  He  was 
biiuseir  a  siocere  friead  to  the  State  gorern- 
meikts,  and  deemed  it  aU-importaot  to  preserve 
them  In  ibeir  purii;.  This  >s  s  coafederaied, 
not  a  eoQsolidated,  Governtnenl,  and  while  we 
wish  to  preserve  oar  freedom,  it  should  remain 
ac  it  is.  The  dimiQisbiag  the  iofiiieBee  of  the 
(malt  States  would  have  a  teiideacjr  to  consoli' 
date  the  QoTeromenl — to  do  awajr  thi  Coofed- 
eratioQ-  Alihoagti  ibi«  i*  a  Ooteromeat  of  lim- 
ited powers,  yet,  ia  a  vicieiy  of  csset  which 
-come  under  the  notice  of  tbe  OoTerQiDenl,  there 
was  j[reai  danger  of  the  State  governmeots  being 
greatly  iofriogedupop.  It  was,  therefore,  bis  view 
to  preserve  a  full  lepresentaiion  of  the  smaLer 
States  upon  ihe  floor  of  this  House. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  was  equally  igooraat  with 
olhei  gentlemeo  bow  the  ratio  would  aSect  the 
Bumbeu  of  tbe  respeetire  Stales;  but  he  had  an 
idea  how  a  large  ratio  would  aSect  a  nomber  of 
tbe  Stales.  At  least  he  believed  the  ratio  of 
forty  ibousaed  would  probably  deprive  ibe  State 
of  New  Hampshire  of  a  Representative  on  this 
.floor;  Rhode  Island  would  certainly  lose  one; 
Mew  Jersey  and  Maryland  might  alio  lose  one. 
With  respect  to  his  own  State,  he  wae  at  a  loss 
whether  it  would  or  would  noi  lose ;  but  be  cou- 
fesaed  that  he  was  doubtful  whether  it  had  so  in- 
«reiised  as  to  admic  the  ratio  of  forty  ihounatid, 
and  continue  its  presenl  representatjoiL  Hebe- 
tiered  that  tbe  rep  reseo  tat  ires  of  the  Eastern 
-States  ought  to  be  cautious  how  they  increased 
Ihe  ratio  to  forty  ibousand,  when  they  knew  that 
the  interests  of  Tennessee  and  Ohio  would  be 


so  promiaent  whea  they.  had.  a  tepreaeoLiuioQ  ut 
the  floor  according  to  the  third  ceosua. .  There 
wjere  a  variety  of  conaiderations  which  ongbt  to 
induce  tb«  House  to  be  extremely  cautious  hoi^ 
they  cu^down  ibe  Middle  and  Eastern  Siaies  lo 
a  less  representaiion  than  thef  now  possessed 
Qeotlemen  oughf,  if  possible,  to  avoid  creating 
causes  of  jealousy  between  the  several  Stale*. 
Mr.  M.  dwell  on  the  imporiauGe  of  preserriu 
harmony,  it  was  painful,  to  urge  th«te  coosi? 
erations ;  but  he  was  so  strongly  itupreaied  witi 
ibem  that  be  was  compelled  to  press  them  upo* 
tbe  House. 

Mr.  M.  said  be  believed  the  evils  to  be  feared 
from  a  dirainiebed  tepresentation  were  much 
btronffer  than  from  an  Increased  one.  He  was^ 
thererore,  in  favor  of  postponement  till  tbe  result 
of  tbe  census,  wv  known. 

Mr.  Tailob  objected  lo  the  bill  because  il  ws* 
iocomjilete  for  the  object  it  had  in  view;  beeatiB* 
it  would  be  necessary  to  pass  another  law  de- 
claring to  how  many  R^reseoutives  each  Stale 
should  be  entitled.  It  waa  iheo  demanded  of  tbe 
House,  by  tbe  bill  on  the  uble^  lo  legislate,  as  if 
were,  abstractedly  on  this  subject.  He  said  he 
was  not  prepared  lo  do  so,  for  a  very  obvious  rea- 
son at  once  staring  bim  in  the  face— that,  if  they 
did  l^islate  on  it,  the  next  Legislature  voulci  b< 
eompeleot  to  repeal  the  Isgialation  of  this  day. 
Indeed,  be  believed  it  would  be  bis  bouoden 
duly,  if  tbe  law  were  now  passed,  and  at  the 
end  of  the  session  he  shonld  find  that  the  ratio 
adopted  would  leare  t^  Spulb  Carolina  a  ftac- 
tloo  of  thiriy-flre  thousand  unrepresented ;  if 
such  proved  to  be  ih«  ease,  be  could  not  dare  to 
rbfase  lo  reconsider  bis  vote  and  amend  the  law 
so  as  to  make  it  more  advantageous  to  bis  consii- 
luenta  or  tbe  State  be  represented.  Did  genile* 
men  suppose,  if  it  should  appear  tha(  fiv^  or  six, 
or  seveu  States,  might  have  an  immense  frao* 
lion;  Ibat  be  sbonld  eo  disr^ard  tbe  iniereat  of 
his  constituents  as  to  consider  binding  ibis  thing, 
which,  if  they  regarded  tbe  Constitution  and  tha 
praetiee  under  it,  ihey  had  not  a  right  to  pro- 
nounce binding  1  The  Constitution  had  directed 
that  the  apportionment  should  be  made  according 
to  numbers ;  but  the  bill  proposed  to'  make  it  be* 
fore  the  numbers  were  known.  He  called  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  a  fact  which  would 
show  pretty  clearly  what  had  been  tbe  opinion 
of  the  Stales  on  the  lubjecl  of  legislating  ab- 
itractedly  on  tblt  head.  Congress  bad  propo^, 
a  1787,  soon  after  the  adoption  of  tbe  Cooslitii- 
tion,  several  amendments,  among  which  was  ona 
fixing  limit)  to  tbe  ratio  of  apportionment,  Jbc 
This  propoiition,  Mr.  T.  uid,  appeared  to  be  a 
very  reasonable  one,  taking  it  abstractedly ;  but 
what  had  the.  States,  ibe  people,  to  whom  they 
-ere  accounUble,  said  on  tbe  subjecti  Had  that 

tide  become  a  part  of  the  Coostitaiionl  No: 
it  bad  been  rejected  b^  the  Slates.  And  would 
the  House  take  upon  itself  to  do  that  which  (ba 
States  had  said  it  was  expedient  that  the?  should 
Dotdol  He  hoped  not.  He  though^  irom  the 
very  aireumtlance  of  their  refusing  lo  adopt  Ibia 

tii;l;e,  that  Congress  were  precluded  from  pro- 
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«M(Kn^  ■Df  foribK  uatil  ihey  nhouM  b«  able, 
tecordiDg  to  ibe  letter  of  the  Consiitniioti,  la 
■ppoTtion  the  re  presents  I  ion  •ccoiding  to  the 
Dombers  legally  ticenBined.  Tbe  gmt  deiider- 
m(um  io  lb>«  ease  was  a  fair  and  eqaal  leprpien- 
talioB  of  the  people.  If  this  eqnatiiy  could  be 
belter  attained  by  a  ratio  of  lbirty-8Te  tboUMod 
(ban  by  a  ratio  of  forty  ibonaaod,  (and,  by  tom- 
|iaiiDg  ibe  retarnH  of  »ach  State^  ibal  would  ba 
'  siceriained,)  it  would  become  tbetr  boniidea  daty 
to  fbnher  that  principle,  keeping  ia  view  the  cod- 
TenieDce  of  IcgiHlaiion,  not  making  tbe  Houae  to 
consist  of  6ve  or  of  ivro  hundred  at  present.  He 
was  in  favor  of  postponement,  ibai  the  appor- 
tionment mi^hl  be  made  according  to  the  letter 
of  tbe  Constiruiion,  apportioning  Ibe  representa- 
lion  accordiog  to  numbera. 

Mr.  W.  Alston  uid,  thai  posiponetnem  to  a 
day  wilbin  the  lession,  was  more  objectionable 
to  niro  than  indeSniie  potlponemeDt.  He  wished 
to  aToid  the  difficulty  reiultiog  from  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  nnmbers.  If  a  particDiar  ratio  ifaonid 
•nil  the  census  of  lhre«  or  four  of  the  larger 
Blales,  ihey  woald  unfie  and  totally  diarqprd 
tbe  smaller  Stales.  If  the  large  Slates  would 
take  n  large  ratio,  he  was  willing  to  anee  to  it ; 
fbr,  take  anv  ratio  which  sbonid  deprive  North 
Carolina  of  one  Representative,  and  they  would 
deprive  Virginia  of  two;  and  when  they  came 
to  vote  for  President,  Virginia  wonld  be  nearer 
to  her  than  if  ihe  bad  taken  a  stnall  ratio.  He 
defied  gentlemen  to  show  that  the  adoption  of  a 
lirge  ratio  would  not  have  Ibis  bearing.  Gen- 
tlemen most  be  convinced  that  whatever  ratio 
reduced  the  representation  of  a  small  State  woold 


aeniaiive  to  every  Stale  that  had  a  Targe  fraction. 

Mr.  MiTOBiLL  said,  that  Dolwithiianding  the 
TSrioos  observations  which  had  been  made  on 
this  subject,  it  seemed  to  him  to  stand  on  its  ori- 
ginal basis.'  On  tbe  day  to  which  it  was  pro- 
CKd  to  postpone  the  bill,  other  matters  would 
&nnd  lo  qcGupy  the  Houae,  calling  for  all  its 
Uteniioni 

Mr.  M.  said^he  was  disposed  to  pursue  this 
business  and  brmg  it  to  a  close ;  that  was,  lo  pass 
or  reject  the  bill  by  a  direct  vote.  It  seemed  to 
him  thai  a  f\>odameiiial  error  had  prevailed  on 
this  oecasien;  gentlemen  having  talked  of  the 
relative  weight  of  the  States  being  affected  by 
the  bill.  If  they  consider  the  provisions  of  the 
Cotrstitniion  with  respect  to  Ihe  representation 
In  tbJB  House,  it  was  a  representation  per  capita, 
aa  ihe  Senate  was  a  representation  by  States. 
When  Ibe  Slates  were  brooghi  ioto  view  by  tbe 
Consiiiutioa  on  this  point,  according  to  the  eon- 
Btmction  he  put  upon  it,  ibey  were  considered 
merely  as  organs  to  assist  the  General  Govern- 
ment io  taking  tbe  census.  If  this  was  the  case, 
and  be  believed  ibis  view  of  the  subject  was  cor- 
rect, when  they  came  to  a  calculation  of  the  re- 
tuns  made  of  the  polls,  what  cause  was  there 
br alarm  on  this  occasion?  He  could  see  no 
t  for  it;  for  if  there  was  a  diminution  of 
"""'  in  any  State,  there  waa  a  correspondent 


increased  number  and  reprehenlatioB  in  the  por- 
tion of  the  Union  Io  which  they  bad  emigrated  ; 
and  It  would  be  very  anfair.  vben  a  poriioo  of 
the  popuiatioB  of  a  Siaie  or  district  had  emi- 
grated, that  this  district  should  be  represented  ia 
the  same  proportion  as  when  it  possessed  double 
its  preseni  popnlaiion.  This  was  a  sort  of  two- 
fold represeniaiion  which  he  conid  not  recoceile- 
wiih  the  ConstltniioB. 

But  Mr.  M.  iiiviied  gentlemen  to  eonaider  thi* 
question  in  relation  to  State  iDflaeoce.  Expe- 
rience had  taught  him  that  genileroen  did  not 
vote  by  States,  but  by  per  capita.  Hov  often, 
he  asked,  did  genilemea,  coming  from  the  same 
Stale,  vote  as  differently  as  if  ihey  came  from 
Ihe  most  remote  part  of  the  Unioa.  Tbe  fact 
WB^,  thai  tbe  members  of  ihe  House  voted  by 
polls,  each  according  to  what  his  sense  ot  duty 
dictated.  He  considered,  therefore,  that  there 
ws's  no  groond  for  ibis  ijuesiion  about  the  iofin- 
tnce  of  the  Stales,  as  snch,  in  the  House.  It 
Btruckbim  rbis  was  something  held  up  tofrighlea 
tbe  House,  which,  on  examination,  would  bo 
fonnd  to  ezhibii  no'tbinfr  terrific. 

In  another  point  ot  view,  Mr.  M.  said,  fa» 
thought  the  great  inieresis  of  tbe  Union  were 
represented.  He  staled  what  these  were.  Iik 
ibe  original  settlementof  this  country,  there  were 
tha  interests  of  ibe  first  aeiilers  on  James  River 
and  that  of  the  settlers  at  Plymouth — the  Virsi* 
nia  and  Tityr  England  interests.  Thew,  said  E<^ 
were  the  germs oribe  nation  ;  the  source  whence 
have  spruDg  up  the  great  mass  of  tbe  people- 
whom  we  eoDstiiute  and  represent.  What  waa 
ihe  conseqnence  t  If  from  Virginia  colonies  had 
extended  over  the  Southern  and  Western  States, 
New  England  bad  also  sent  forth  swarms  which 
bad  spread  over  New  York,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania, 
and  everywhere  that  ihey  had  thought  proper  to- 

Slant  themselves.  When  we  reflect,  said  Mr. 
[.,  on  the  Influence  of  the  opinions  which  these' 
emigrants  from  each  Btalrcarry  with  them,  and' 
which  will  be  brought  into  this  House,  the  two 
ioteresls  may  be  considered  as  nearly  balanced 
io  this  House.  On  that  ground,  iherefore,as  re- 
spects feeling  and  opinion,  I  view  the  provisiona- 
of  this  biU  as  exactly  eqnal  as  they  are  in  respeet 
to  Ibe  population  of  the  several  States. 

Mr.  M.  said,  his  opinion  was,  that  If  they  de- 
cided on  Ihe  billatall,  tbef  should  do  it  promptly 
and  might  decide  it  as  well  now  as  at  a  futnre- 


'Whilst  on  tl 


the  floor,  he  said  he  would  make  « 
remark  or  two  on  what  bod  fallen  in  relation  to 
the  smallnesi  of  bodies  inclining  them  to  act  with 
a  promptness  not  always  consistent  with  wisdom. 
He  said  he  did  not  contend  that  any  body  of  men, 
associating  under  any  form  of  Goreroinent. 'were 
infallible.  As  long  as  tbey  labored  under  the  in- 
firmities of  their  naiure,  all  bodies,  whether  large- 
or  small,  would  be  subject  to  the  errors  incident 
to  humanity.  If  they  were  not,  they  would  ap- 
proach the  Dirioe  Nature,  and  be  no  longer  toe 
frail  creatures  which  ihey  found  tbemselrei  to- 
be.  As  to  Ihe  particular  matter  of  the  bill  for 
the  suspension  of  the  habeas  corpus  law,  Mr.  Af  .- 
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uid,  he  had  given  it  bis  bo&Mt  and  hearir  ftp- 
probtiioD,  under  exisiio^  e4rcara«t*DeM.  A  dar- 
ing and  desperate  iodividual  bmd  nDder»hen  a 
eoaapiincjr asainstthe  peactand,ha  b«Keved,the 
iaiecriijr  of  ilie  Uoiied  Statei.  This  coMpiraar 
was  rnown  to  have  been  extended  aad  ramiGed 
to  a  Rreai  exieni.  It  wat  not  known  how  far. 
But  it  became  a  wite  an^d  ptovMent  L^iilature 
to  aid  the  Eseeative  against  anjr  evil ;  and  there 
were  ceriaio  persons  who  blew  the  trumpet  of 
fame  at  that  lime,  who  made  the  alarm  much 
greater  than  it  was  in  reaiiiy,  _  Besides,  said  Mr. 
M.,  it  will  be  remembered,  that  that  was  not  a 
general  suspension  of  the  habeas  corpm  law  :  it 
interfered  with  none  hut  those  concerned  in  trea- 
sonable project^.  But  the  genlleman  from  Con- 
necticut exulted  that  the  storm  blew  over ;  that 
ihe  House  of  Represensa lives  did  not  aeree  to 
the  bill,  and  it  was,  therefore,  cruihed.  It  may 
have  been,  raid  Mr,  M.,  that  the  mere  numhera 
of  the  House  prevented  its  passage;  1  should 
bave  ascribed  it  lo  the  wisdom  of  the  House— 
and  I  will  explain  why  they  might  with  wis- 
dom hare  rejected  it.  They  received  it  some 
days  aAer  the  Senate  nad  enacied  it.  They 
took  i[  into  cODtidetatioD,Biid  got  further  intelli- 
gence what  ibe  Stales  were  doing  to  oppose  it: 
and  permit  me  here  to  remark,  that  tb«  result  of 
ihisbuMDeas  showed,  the  strength  ofihe  Qovera- 
ment  when  the  SiKles  were  in  union  with..  iL 
Without  ihair  co-operation  it  wonld  b«as  weak 
B8  a  ro|>«  of  saod.  What,  sir,  took  place  at  that 
timef  The  Legislature  of  Keotueky  wiayed  its 
forces  with  proropitude)  Tennessee  prepared, 
and  Ohio  was  actually  in  arms.  Here  nasa  oon- 
ffederacyof  8taies,and  Ihis  mischief  was  arrealed, 
bat  not  owinff  to  any  act  of  the  Ooveromeni 
of  the  United  States,  uolesi  by  the  Bxeculire  in 
callinff  DO  the  State  authorities  lo  act.  Thiais 
iha  history  of  liie  ease;  and,  after  this  view  of 
the  subject,  I  hope  roy  friend  from  Coanecticut 
will  reconsider  what  be  has  ihoDsht  proper  lo 
offer,  and  lake  into  considerntioaj  also,  that  mul' 
titadinauB  bodies  aometimes  do  things  of  a  serious 
nature  without  deliberation.  I  need  not  call  ID 
his  recollection  the  precipitancy  with,  which  the 
Patliamenf  of  England  beheaded  the  last  of  tbe 
Stnaits)  and  with  which  the  multiinda  eruci- 
Sed  the  Saviouf  of  tbe  World.  There  ate  many 
inatance*  aa  record,  in  which  DUmeroQs  bodies 
hav«  acted  with  that  promptitude  and  iudisnte- 
lion  whicb  is  ascribed  to  the  Senate  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales.  When  genilemen  considered  this 
question,  and  reflected  on  the  great  mass  oi  bu>i- 
uess  before  them,  he  was  persuaded  they  would 
not  consider  the  bill  a  proper  subject  for  further 
postponemeol, 

Mr.  PoTTBR  spoke  in  faror  of  postponameitl. 
Me  could  not  see  Miy  good,  bat  a  great  deal  of 
evil,  to  result  from  now  acting  on  the  subject. 
The  census  of  Rhode  Island,  he  said,  would  pro- 
bably prove  to  be.  seventy  ei|;ht  or  seventy-nine 
thousand ;  and  to  fix  arbitrarily  on  a  ratio  which 
sbonld  deprive  her  of  one  of  her  present  Repre- 
senlatives  would  be  a  hardship,  and  an  act  of 
injiutise. 


Mr.  SHsrPGT  Mid,  b«  had  b^en  induced  to  bs 
in  favoi  of  ifaa  bill  heretofore,  from  a  belief  that. 
those  collisions  arising  from  Stale  iniereiis  wouU 
be  entirely  done  away  by  it ;  and  with  anoltor 
view,  that  the  Stales  might  be  enabled  toMeke- 
provision  for  the  election  of  their  memben.  He 
found,  however,  upon  reflection,  that  this,  likO' 
every  other  subject,  ought  to  be  determined  on 
all  the  information  in  the  power  of  the  persons 
determining  it ;  that  this  case  did  not  diner  from- 
the  general  rule  requiring  that  ihey  should  legist 
late  wiih  their  eyes  open.  He  had,  therefore^. 
now  changed  iheopinon  to  which  hehadstroifgly 
aitacheil  himself  at  the  last  session.  He  bad  been^ 
under  the  erroneous  impression  that  fixing  the 
ratio  closed  tbe  subject  forever;  bulonrefleetion.. 
he  found,  that  but  half  what  wasnecetywry  wuulii' 
be  acDOmplisbed  by  passing  this  bill.  L<it  oesee- 
{satd  be)  how  fiiiog  the  ratio  might  operate; 
and  iben  I  ask  any  gentleman  ntiacned  to  libei^ 
ality  and  justice,  whether  he  would  feel  himself 
bound  by  thp  deiermination  of  this  House,  if  b« 
should  bis  a  member  of  the  next  Congress.    Sap- 

Kse  (he  population  of  Virginia  should  prove  to 
nine  bandred  and  nineteen  thousand. and  tbat 
of  Rhode  Island  seventy-nine  thousand.  Eacli 
of  those  Slate*  at  the  rate  of  forty  thousand, 
would  have  the  same  fraction  of  thirty-nine  thou- 
sand. .  Could  I,  sir,  who  consider  the  predomio- 
ant  moiivea  for  action  to  be  principles  of  justice, 
be  in  favor  of  such  a  ratio  1  Putiiojg  State  iBr 
flueoce  entirely  out  of  (he  question  la  this  case, 
I  should,  alihoivh  in  favor  ot'a  very  large  ratio, 
onaquealioo  of  tbatkiud,de(fin)ineon  ihetatfo 
of  thirty-nine  thousand  ;  if  a  ratio  of  forty  or  fiftr 
thousand  would  produce  the  same  Ksuli,  lahouM 
be  governed  by  the  same  principle. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  had  told  thetn 
that  the  representation  in  this  House,  was  a  re~ 
presentation  per  capita.  .  Would  it  be  so,  if  in 
one  quarter  ol  it  forty  thousand  were  represented 
by  one  man,  whilst,  in  another  quarter,  seventy- 
nine  ihoflsaDd  had  only  the  Mirae  representation, 
because  they  lay  in  a  different  seeiion  of  the 
Union  ?  Mr.  S.  said,  the  representation  was  not 
pa- capita,  but  by  S(B(es.  Tbe  whole  Union  waa 
not  thrown  into  election  districts,  without  regard 
to  Slate  limits.  Bach  State  sent  here  the  num- 
ber of  Representatives  decreed  to  it,  according  to 
a  rule  fixed  by  the  Con  si  i  tut  ion. 

Mr.  S,  waa  in  favor  of  pottponement  to  a  day 
wiifaia  tbe  lesMon,  because  the  returns  migbt 
arrive  in  lime  to  enable  the  House  to  decide  on 
it.  It  had  been  observed,  tbat  ihere  would  be  so 
much  business  before  the  House  they  would  not 
be  able  lo  take  up  the  snbjecr.  What  did  this 
prove,  but  that  this  was  an  object  of  secondary 
moment,  and  did  not  imperiously  demand  the 
aiteniionufihe  House  at  this  (ime7  Ifitshould 
hereafter  imperiously  call  for  a  decision,'  the  ma- 
jority of  tbe  House  bad  hero  control  and  would 
be  able  to  take  it  up. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  posiponiog  the 
bLl  to  the  second  Monday  in  Febtury,  and  car- 
ried—yeas ea,  nays  SI,  as  follows; 

Yus~JoMph  Allen,  Lemuel  J.  AUaa,  Abyab 
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Wgttow,  IHniel  Blatodtti,  Adam  Boyd,  Jamea  Bm^en- 
rU^,  WilUMD  Butler,  Jowpb  Calboun,  John  G.  Chsin- 
-%wl>lii,  Witlnm  Chimbniiii,  Epapbraditiu  Cbam- 
(fkm,  Kkrtin  Chttttrndeii,  HoweU  Cobb,  John  Daien- 
'urt,j[qWi1liunEly,  Jime»Emott,  Williun  FiixlIeT, 
•UideoD  GuilDcr,  ChaHw  Gold«ban>Dgh,  Thomu  K. 
t3oid,  Edwin  Grij.  Jaaatban  H.  Hubbard,  Jtcob 
Huft;,  EbencMi  HunlingUm,  Richard  Jackion,  juo., 
Bobart  Jenkins,  Thomai  Kenan,  Harcaan  Koickerbac- 
ker,  Joseph  Lewie,  jr.,  Robert  La  Roy  liTJngiton,  Na- 
thaniel MaeoD,  Vincent  MaWhewa,  Archibald  McBrjde, 
Pleuant  M,  Miller,  William  Milnor,  John  Mantgom- 
erj,  Nichola*  R.  Moore,  Tbomai  Moore,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Jonnihnn  O.  Moeeley,  Joaepb  Peanon,  Timo- 
thy Pitkin,  jr.,  Eliiha  R.  Poller,  ioaish  Qoincy,  John 
Rea  et  Penns^lTsniB,  Samuel  Ringgold,  Lemuel  Ban- 
yer,  John  A.  Scodder,  Adam  Soybert,  Daniel  Sheffey, 
tleoTge  SoMth,  John  Smilll,  Henry  Southard,  Richard 
SttnibTd,  Jamea  Stepfcenaon,  Lewi*  B.  Slnrgei,  Jacob 
awodp*,  8«ma«l  Taggart.  Beajtmia  Tallmadfe,  John 
TMlor,  Ardtibald  Van  Horn,  Klllitn  K.  Vin  Ren*- 
Mber,  Laban  Whealon,  Jamei  WUaon,  Robert  Widi- 
•npooD,  and  Robert  Wrigbt. 

Maii— Wilttf  AlMan,jr^  William  AodaiMn,  Eifr- 
kiel  BacOD,  David  Bard,  William  T.  Barry,  Bmirell 
Bawatt,  William  W.  Bihb,  Robert  Brown,  Matthew 
Clay,  Jamea  Cochran,  William  Ciawford,  fiicfaard 
CuUa,  John  Dawson.  Joieph  Deeha,  John  W.  Eppei, 
Jonathan  Flak,  Meihack  Franklin,  UaviJ  8.  Garland, 
Thomas  Oholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Daniel  Beleter, 
William  Helms,  James  HoIlanJ,  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
William  Kennedy,  Aaron  Lyle,  Samuel  McKee,  Alex- 
ander McKim,  Banuri  L.  Mitchill,  Gurdon  8.  Mum- 
ford,  I^omai  Newton,  John  Nieholson,  John  Porter, 
Peter  B.  Porter,  John  ittea  of  Tenneaaee,  Matthias 
Sidiarda,  John  Route,  Eisatna  Root,  Ebeneier  thga, 
TbMDM  Sammona,  El^necMr  Searer,  Samuel  Shaw, 
}obn  Broilie,  BamBel  Smith,  John  ThomMon,  Uri 
Tr«(7,  GM>rge  H.  Trotm.  Ghailea  Tomar,  ir,  Bobeil 
Wctkley,  R«bMt  WhitJuU,  and  Riohanl  Wii». 


ToBSDAY,  December  18. 

Another  tnember,  to  wil:  from  MaaMchnelti, 
BAS2ILLAI  OiHHETT,  appeared,  and  took  hit  seal 

Geohob  PoinfiiXTBS,  the  Delegate  Trom  thi 
UiiaiMippi  Territory,  alio  appearea,  and  took  big 

Mr.  Sbvbsbt  preseniei)  «  petition  of  the 
chacrtii  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  praying  that 
CoDgres*  will  authorize  the  imp  or  la  lion  orgooda 
into  the  United  States  Trom  {dace*  befond  the 
Cape  of  Oood  Hope,  after  the  lecond  day  of  Peb- 
nary  next,  aoythiDg  in  the  act  of  the  last  seiaion 
coDoerninK  the  commercial  iniercoarte  between 
the  Uoited  Statea  and  Great  Britain  and  Prance, 
le  the  coDtrary  nDimthxandiB^. — Heferied  te 
(he  Comniiltee  on  Foreign  ReUttani. 

Mr.  FtNDLET  preiented  ^petition  of  [he  Siock- 
liolJers  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  State*,  aigaed 
by  Darid  Lenox,  their.  Prea idea t,  prating  the  re- 
newal of  their  charter  of  incorporation;  which 
Wat  read,  and  referred  la  a  select  committee,  to 
coaaider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Houae. 

Mr.  Bdbwsll,  Mr.  FlKnL».  Mr.  Sootbabd, 
Mr.  MiTcaiLt,  Mr.  Fbamklin,  Mr.  Butleb,  Mr. 
3-  C.  CflAHBEsuiii,  Mr.  W.  Chahsbbuh,  Mr. 
MowLBT,  Mr.  N.  R.  Moobb,  Ht.  UtLUi,  Mr. 


Shklt.  Mr.  JoBHBON,  Mr.  MoBBOW,  Mr.  Jacx- 
aon,  Mr.  Qarkbtt,  and  Mr.  Pomnxx^R,  wera 
inied  the  laid  eommiiiee. 

_  r.  NawToit,  front  ibe  Committee  of  Com- 
meree  and  Manufaoturei,  pre*eaie^  &  iAli  for  tb* 
relief  of  George  Arraroyd  and  Coropanv ;  whick 
was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  CoiBEaiUea 
of  the  Whole  io-mofn>w. 

GENERAL  WILKINSON. 

.  _r.  Peabbon  anid  thai  during  the  lut  seasion 
of  Congress  a  committee  had  been  appointed  by 
this  House  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  Briga-  •> 
dier  Oetieral  James  Wilkinson;  but  from  a  pari 
of  the  report,  which  he  read,  the  House  would 
recollect  that  the  committee  had  not  broaght 
their  inresligatiao  to  a  eoncluslon.  In  order  to 
perfect  what  had  been  thus  commeoced,  he 
moved  the  following  resolutioo;     , 

Baehtd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  iriqnira 
into  the  eandocl  of  Brigadier  General  Jamaa  Wilkin- 
son, in  relation  to  bia  hiring  at  any  time,  whilat  ia 
the  aarrice  of  the  United  Sutea,  corruptly  receired 
money  from  the  Goiemment  of  Spain  or  its  agcnta,  or 
in  relatioD  to  his  hiTing,- during  the  time  afbreaud, 
been  an  accomplice,  or  in  any  way  concerned  with 
the  agents  of  any  fi>reign  Power,  or  with  Aaron  Burr, 
in  a  project  agsinet  the  dominiona  irf  the  King  of 
Spain,  or  to  diamember  theae  United  States.  And 
that  the  aaid  coenBMttaa  biquire  generally  into  the 
cendno*  of  the  said  Janea  WilkinaoB  aa  ftnga^ar 
OeneralaftheAmyolUieUDHad  Slalea:  Ttkattba 
Mid  CMMuittee  bsira  powar  U  aend  fm  penom  and 
papaM  and  eampel  ibdr  attandanca  and  |»odac*iei^ 
am)  that  Ibay  report  Ifce  laanlt-of  their  infoiiT  la  thit 

Mr.  P.  said  h«  would  hardy  retnark  th»t  bar- 
ing been  a  member  of  the  committee  at  the  laat 
aeaaiofi  be  wai  wall  convinced  that  ibe  commit- 
tee had  not  drawn  their  ioTettigaiion  to  m,  eon- 
olnaioD;  for  although  he  bad  aiudkiuiljr  ayoided 
coRVeraing  on  Ibis  aubject,  Of  eommooieating 
viihaoyooe  in  relation  to  it,  yet  erideDceua- 
■oughl  tor  had  come  to  bii  knowledge,  wliiek 
had  not  been  before  the  eoaamittce,  and  wbkh, 
if  to  be  relied  on,  he  deemed  material  to  the  ia- 

The  Hooie  agreed  to  eonaider  th#  rewlaiion, 
61  10  35. 

Mr.  Root  said,  he  hoped  this  question  woold 
not  be  lahan  very  hastily.  He-  wished  the  mo- 
lion  might  lie  on  iba  lable  for  two  or  three  days. 
He  believed  one  member  of  ihe  reaoInliaB  to  be 
unneceatary,  nay,  improper.  He  taid  he  was  bm 
now  prepared  to  refer  lo  documents  orreparla,OT 
to  the  sentence  of  a  military  court  of  inqniry  to 
prove  it.  He  alloded  to  that  member  of  the  reso- 
lulioD,  which  regarded  the  Spanish  buainess. 
There  had  been  cansaa,  he  aaid,  unfolded  to  the 
Cammiiiee,  a  till*  laat  session,  which  woold  show 
the  improjiriety  of  inquiring  into  the  busioesa  ot 
the  Spaouh  pension.  It  would  be  premature 
now  10  state  Ihe  reasons  which  goTerned  bis 
mind  in  wufaing  to  strike  it  out.  He  moredthut 
the  resolution  should  lie  on  iha  table. 

Mr.  Tatlok  aaid  lie  had  always  baeu  of  opin- 
ion that  Ihe  power  of  this  Houae  did  noteueiMl 


IV  Google 


43S 


HIBTOBT  OF  GONGRESa 


I3i 


Dbocmbu,  1810. 


amend  ITOWumw. 


H.  w  K. 


to  tba  sal^cci  of  tbi*  taqflirf.  That  opinion, 
however,  b«d  Bot  bteo  in  caiBcid«nae  with  the 
opinion  or  ■  majoritf  of  iKis  Hanse.  Neiihcr 
•Doald  b«  now  uienipt  to  argue  tfaii  ground  orvr 

yiD.  He  «raa,  and  ^e  beliered  agiwal  majOMlr 
iha  Hoote  wm,  prettjr  well  tired  of  Ibia  sub- 
ject;  and,  if  (be  inreUjgatioa  wm  to  oome  to 
anyibiDg,  he  vroold  be  Tor  givkig  to  lb«  commit' 
tee,  'wbo  weie  to  hare  the  tubjeet  in  charge,  tbe 
carlieet  nowible  opportuoiir  lo  coromenee  their 
labors.  For,  he  laid,  b«  believed  if  ib<$  individual 
poMaeaed  a  graia  of  popularity,  a  peDDt-w«fht 
of  weight  of  character,  ibis  mode  of  wingiog 
forward  this  *ubject,ui  lale  in  the  MCtion  ihatit 
was  impoMible  to  aooie  to  a  oonctaiion;  thii 
holding  up  hie  character  on  the  lenier-liDoka  of 
pablic  ouioioD,  tbe  eoarse  ponued  thtopgboHt 
tba  wbolB  bnaineee,  would  make  tbe  worse  the 
batter  tide.  He  said  he  was  unwilling,  if  this 
person  waa  tinwertbr  ihe  confideBee  of  the  Oor- 
erotnent,  that  ha  should  bold  a  situallna  where 
the  QoTernnwDt  could  not  lake  hokl  of  faitn,  aod 
he  would,  therefore,  not  poaipone  Ibe  aabjeet  a 
day  or  an  hour,  but  give  it  to  the  committee,  if  it 
WIS  the  itense  of  tbe  House ;  for,  ha  would  say, 
that  tbaOovernineDt  of  (be  United  Siatn.  iaro- 
apect  to  Ibis  inditidoat,  from  the  lime  of  his  be- 
iBg  ordered  from  command,  bftd  their  hands  tied, 
sol  taviag  tba  power  of  dismiasiag  htm  from 
«ervic^  even  if  it  had  been  proper.  If  he  had 
dona  »o,  it  would  have  been  aaid  that  he  had 
•natcbfd  tbe  victim  from  pablic  opinion,  ud  bad 
dianiaacd  him  from  aervies  leat  his  improper  ac- 
tkmt  abould  implicate  tbe  Exeootive,  who  had  so 
long  continned  him  in  eommaad.  CeMore  ba* 
been  passed  npon  this  officer  by  Ibe  Oovemmeiil, 
iaasmueb  as  he  ha*  been  tupersedad  in  an  im- 
poriant  eommaod,  previously,  too,  as  it  appears, 
to  the  motion  of  tba  genileman  from  North  Car- 
olina, (Mr.  pBABS0N,)at  the  last  sewion.  Mr. 
T,  said,  he  was  not  for  puttiofc  it  off;  he  was  for 
meeting  the  thing.  If  ^ottemea  of  the  House 
were  determined  to  iBquire,  be  said,  let  it  be  speed- 
ily, so  that  there  might  be  an  end  to  the  bnii- 
oess,  and  (o  the  uBJiist  ingptuations  on  ibe  dor- 
ernmeai  for  keeping  faim  in  employ,  when  it  was 
the  OfHiiion  of  many  (be  had  already  expressed 
his)  that  he  abonld  be  temovcd.  Mr.  T.  said,  he 
was  againsl  posiponement  for  a  day-or  an  hour. 
BrcB  if  he  were  aoxions  Jbr  Ihe  reputation  of 
the  individual,  he  sbonrd  be  of  the  same  oplDioo. 
He  waa  anziotia  alio  for  the  reputation  of  the 
EzecDltve  retaining  bim  in  office,  which  would 
be  conmitted  by  beeping  bim  in  commaod,  if 
CoDgresc,  by  a  sort  of  committee  of  safely,  an 

had  not  stopped  in  between  him  and  tlum.  He 
was  extremely  averse  to  pod po Dement. 

Mr.  Smilib  said  be  agreed  wiib  his  friend  from 
Booth  CaroliBa  in  one  respeei,  but  could  not 
rutewiib  bim  on  this  queelion,  beeause  he  con- 
sidered this  business,  from  its  commencemeM  to 
this  day,  as  an  oneonstituiional  proceeding  on 
the  part  of  this  House.  The  Houaa  appeared 
determined  to  go  on;  so  let  them,  bat  it  sboold 
KM  be  wiib  tbe  aid  of  bia  roie.    When  «  few 


more  difficulties  had  been  oreated  by  lh«  pn^ 
oeedinK,  they  would  come  to  a  proper  under- 
steading  of  the  subject.  He  was  not  soriy,  he 
said,  but  so  far  from  it  was  glad,  that  thissubject 
bad  been  renewed  ;  for  the  excess  of  tbe  evil 
would  correct  itself  most  eOeciually,  when  every 
man  would  tarn  his  eye  upoo  himxelf,  and  re- 
flect.open  the  precariuusness  of  bis  own  silua- 
lioD,  if  a  committee  of  this  House  could  hang 
him  up  before  the  public,  at  the  same  time  ibat 
he  was  liable  to  be  brought  to  trial  before  another 
authority.  -He could  not  aid  the  progreas  of  tbe 
inquiry  by  any  role  of  his,  though  be  lejoiced 
that  the  matter  was  again  taken  Dp. 

Mr.  PiTxiN  said,  that  if  this  subiect  were  new, 
and  now  for  the  hrst  time  agiiatcd,  be  presumed 
there  would  be  no  objection  to  its  lying  on  the 
table.  But  SI  it  was  not  new,  the  subject  hav- 
ing been  partioolarly  before  the  House  at  the  last 
■etsioo,  ami  m  ioquir^  partially  had,  and  a  re- 
port made  on  the  subject,  he  could  see  no  suffi- 
cient  reason  for  its  lying  on  the  table.  If  tbe 
majority  was  determined  ibat  ibere should  be  no 
further  inquiry,  it  ought  to  be  decided  immedi- 
ately, for  ihe  reasons  mentioned  by  thegenile- 
iDsn  from  South  CaroliDa:  for  the  honor  of  the 
Executive,  and  of  ifae  person  whose  conduct  waa 
ihe  BUbJEcl  of  inquiry.  The  limited  duration  of 
tbe  sessioD  was  also  a  strong  argument  in  favot 
of  an  early  decision. 

Tbe  question  oo  the  resolution's  lyiag  on  the 
labia  was  lost— yeas  33.  nsys  7S,  u  follows: 

YiAs— David  Bud,  BaTwellBanetl,  Robert  Brown, 
Jimpb  Calhoun,  Msttbe*  Clay,  Williun  Cranfbrd, 
Jonuban  Fisk,  Meihaek  FrsnUtn,  Thomas  Gbobon, 
William  Helms,  James  Holland,  Jacob  Huftj,  Tbomas 
Kenan,  Aleisndet  McXim,  John  Montgomeij,  Hichp 
olis  R.  Moore,  Onrdou  B.  MnnUbrd,  John  Nicholson, 
John  Porter,  John  Rhea  of  Tenoesne,  Matlbtaa  Rldi- 
■rds,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Ro»ns,  Erastiu  Boot, 
BfaetMier  Sage,  Ebeneser  Seever,  Bamnel  Shaw,  John 
BmillB,  Heiuy  SaMbsrd,  John  Thompsen,  tin  Traej, 
Robert  WhiteblU,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Nxi>--Jo*epb  AHea,  Lemnel  J.  Alstoit,  WilJls  Al- 
•ten,  jr.,  Wm.  AtnJsraon,  Wm.  T.  Bsri;,  AbHafa  Big- 
dow,  Daniel  Blaiadell,  Adam  Boyd,  Janea  Braekea- 
ridge,  Wm.  A.  Burw^.  Wm.  Boiler,  John  C.  Obam- 
berlain,  Wm.  Cbambeitui,  Epapbroditos  Chsnapian, 
Martin  Cbitleiulan,  Howell  Cobb,  James  Cocbran, 
Riehitd  Cults,  John  DaTenport.  junior,  Joaepb  Qerii^ 
William  BJ;,  Jame*  EmoU,  William  Finilley,  Bar- 
litlal  Qsnnett,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  S.  Ouland, 


ilMat^ 

thews,  Archibald  Mc'BiTaii,  Pleasant  M.  Millfr,  Wil- 
liam Hilner,  SimarJ  L.  Mitchill,  Thorns*  Moorn,  Jon- 
athan 0.  Moaele;.  Thomas  Newton,  Joasph  Phimq, 
Tlmeth;  Pitkiti,  jr.,  Peter  B.  Porter,  EHsba  R.  Putter, 
Joiriah  4nine7,  John  Rea  of  PeDBsylvania,  Thomas 
BammoBs,  John  A.  Scndiler,  Adam  Ujbert,  DaUtel 
Bhaffey,  Dennis  Bnett,   Oeoi^  Smith,  JabnBmlth, 


Bamuel  Bmitfi,  Biobard  Stanford,  James  eteuhensen, 
-       —    -  -      .    -  -  .  if^-    ■ 

I.Ti 

Dhulaa  Toner,  jr^  AnhibaldVan-  Uo^,  KilUaft  it 


Lewie  B.  Slnrges,  Jaoob  Swoope,  Samnel  Taggart, 
~     '      '    Tallmadge,  JobnTa^lai.GeDige  M.Troap, 
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Tan  RenncIaCT,  Robert  Weakley,  Labta  Whealon, 
Ibidh  Wilaon,  Richard  Winn,  and  BaUett  Wilhei^ 

Mr.  Love  morrf  lo  postpone  ihe  forlher  con- 
»iderttlron  uolil  to-morfow.     Lost — 46  lo  53, 

Mr.  Trodp  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
addintf  llierelo  the  rollowiog:  "and  furiher,  that 
Ihesaid  James  WilltinsoQ  be  DOliGed  ofibetime 
■nd  place  of  meeiiag  of  said  eommiitee,  and  be 
heard  in  his  defence. ' 

Mr.  Stafford  Hid  he  had  never  doubted,  as 
well  from  ihe  Consiiiuiion  ai  from  ihe  plainest 
dictates  of  rotnmon  sense,  tbat  the  House  had 
Ihe  light  lo  inquire  into  the  stale  atid  ronduct  of 
ihe  Army,  or  that  of  one  of  its  commandiog 
officers,  and  had  more  than  once  aotborized  coni- 
mittees  for  that  purpose  j  but  ibe  form  of  a 
court  lo  sit,  collect  testimony,  hear  and  fry  a 
military  oflScer,  bad  never  before  been  attempted, 
because  to  ibe  mere  purpose  of  inquiry  no  such 
ihin^  was  necessary,  if  proper.  If  the  commit- 
tee I*  to  go  into  this  fbrm  in  the  business,  and 
then  again  the  Hou*e  in  like  manner,  there  would 
be  no  end  to  ibe  bosiness.  The  amendment  now 
proposed  assuming  the  form  of  trying  Oeneral 
WilWinson,  he  hoped  i[  would  nol  be  adopted. 
He  had  no  idea  of  a  committee  of  this  House 
calling  a  gentleman  of  ihe  military  ^nrb  before 
Ibem ;  hear  him,  as  it  is  said,  in  his  defence,  and 
it  would  seem,  as  a  thing  of  course,  aflerwarda  to 
pronounce  guilty  or  not  gmh^. 

Mr.  Pearson  said  it  had  been  believed  by  the 
committee  at  (he  last  aession  of  Congress  that 
thev  had  the  power  lo  reccire  any  evidence  Gen- 
eral Wilkinson  might  think  proper  to  bring  for- 
ward, and  in  the  manner  which  should  have 
been  deemed  most  consistent  with  ihe  duly  of 
Ihe  committee,  and  the  honor  of  ihe  House  who 
appointed  them;  and  he  believed  that  every 
member  of  tbe  committee  had  been  at  all  times 
during  lbs  seuJOQ  perfectly  willing  lo  receive 
any  communication  which  QeDeraT  Wilkinson 
might  have  ibougbi  proper  to  offer.  Ifiiwas 
the  object  of  the  mover  merely  that  the  commit- 
tee should  receive  any  evidence  relative  to  the 
sobject,  be  conceived  that  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman,  though  not  improper,  was  utinecea- 
sary.  He  believed  it  was  the  understanding  of 
all  gentlemen  who  were  in  favor  of  Ihe  resuia- 
tion  that  leslimouy  should  not  be  entirely  tx 
partti  bm  the  committee  ought  not,  be  con- 
ceived, lo  be  bound  to  receive  the  evidence,  un- 
less they  deemed  it  conducive  to  the  end  of  ihe 
inquiry.  He  was  opposed  lo  ibe  amendment 
more  because  ii  was  unnecessary  than  improper. 

Mr.  Tboijp  supported  bis  amendment.  Was 
it  potsibie,  he  asked,  ihal  this  House  could  ever 
think  of  coming  to  a  decision  on  the  character 
■nd  conduct  of  an  individual  without  hearing 
him  in  his  defence  1  If  they  heard  tx  parte  tes- 
timony, was  it  possible  that  they  would  oome  to 
■n  ex  jtarU  conclasion  1  Oener^l  Wilkinson 
must  either  be  heard  by  the  committee  anpoinied 
or  by  the  House  in  his  defence  before  they  pro- 
nounced on  his  conduct,  or  acted  in  relation  to 
him  as  if  they  had  done  lO.    EFtippose  tho  Honae 


should  on  this  occasion  choose  to  eooaider  itself 
■s  an  inquisitorisl  tribunal^ — as  the  grand  iafjaeal 
of  the  nation  as  it  was  Called — why,  it  mig-ht 
happen  that  the  General  might  be  tried  twice  for 
the  same  offence,  by  what  was  ealled  the  grsod 
inquest  of  Ibis  House,  and  by  what  was  called  the 
grand  and  petty  jury  of  his  country.  The  House 
would  observe  that,  in  the  case  of  their  proceed- 
ini;,  although  there  wai  a  ^nd  jury  to  (iad  the 
bill,  there  was  not  a  petty  jury  to  determ  ine  the 
question  of  guilty  or  not  guilty.  After  prononii- 
cing  as  far  as  they  coald,  the  House  were  to  mm 
him  over  to  the  laws,  according  to  which  he 
must  appear  before  another  grand  inquest,  and 
afterwards,  be  tried  whether  guilty  or  not  guilif, 
before  a  petty  jury.  If  they  proceeded  iri  tbis 
way  there  would  be  a  double  ptosecmion  for  the 
same  offence.  Mr.  T.  was  therefore  decidedly  of 
opinion  that  if  the  House  pursued  Ihe  Bobjeet, 
General  Wilbinson  ought  to  have  hii  Constite- 
ironal  and  legal  right  to  confront  bis  accusers. 

Mr.  Rrka  said  this  amendment  would  cap  the 
climax  of  Ihe  unconstitutionality  of  their  pro- 
ceedinfc;  for  it  would  give  to  the  inquiry  all  Ibe 
formality  of  trial.  General  Wilkinson  was  lo 
put  in  his  plea  of  gullljr  or  not  gnllly  ;  ifae  com- 
mtttee  must  rejoin  ;  evidence  must  be  liken,  on 
which  the  committee  would  pronounce.  This 
would  be  ■  trial  to  all  intents  and  pnrpoaes,  ex- 
cept that  in  other  cases  Ibe  party  was  not  called 
upoD  to  answer  before  bills  were  fouad.  If  there 
was  any  provision  eODiained  in  the  Consiiintiot 
to  warrant  such  a  proceeding,  it  was  unknown  to 
him.  If  be  were  desirous  lo  add  to  the  absurd- 
ity of  the  original  rewlniioo,  be  should  vote  for 
the  amendment,  but  he  had  no  sueli  dispositioa. 
He  bid  risen  for  the  purpose  of  reqiiiriag  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  questioo. 

Mr.  W.  Albton  said  that  unqoestionaMy  if 
the  House  had  a  right  to  inquire  into  the^nilt, 
they  had  a  right  lo  ini^uire  also  into  the  mno- 
oence  of  General  Wilkinson.  It  -was  admitted 
on  all  bands  ihat  the  House  were  not  to  proceed 
lo  final  judgmem  on  General  Wilkinson.  Wonld 
it  be  right  or  just  lo  collect  everything  against 
an  individual,  to  blast  his  character  forever,  wtth- 
otit  hearing  hi*  side  of  the  question  7  Who  knew, 
if  they  beard  him  in  his  defence,  Imt  the  charges 
against  him  mi{;ht  be  all  disprored  f  If  truth 
were  the  only  tbinr  they  were  in  search  of,  could 
any  man  object  to  bearing  boih  side*  of  the  quet- 
lionT  Everyone,  who  bad  ever  atteaded  courts, 
must  have  been  satisfied  that  one  story  was  good 
until  another  was  told.  The  objeeliona  lo  (his 
amendment  showed  ilint  one  side  of  (he  ques- 
tion was  wanted  and  not  the  other. 

Mr.  SiiiLin  said  he  wished  lo  know  one  thing 
of  the  gentlemen  who  patronised  this  resolniion  : 
what  was  their  object?  The  business  had  ar- 
rived to  that  stage  that  it  was  time  to  declare 
what  they  ultimately  meant.  Did  they  meao, 
after  the  inquiry  was  finished,  ihat  the  House 
Was  to  decide  on  the  goill  or  innocence  of  ihti 
officer?  If  this  waswbaiwatmeant,  theyought 
to  tell  ii,  and  in  that  case  the  amendment  waa 
neeeaiary.    If  the  eommitlee  puscd  sentence. 
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for  ibere  wu  no  aueh  power  there.  He  supposed, 
hwever,  tb«t  ihejr  did  not  mean  to  carry  tbe 
maiter  so  far,  but  merely  to  pursue  the  inquiry, 
and  blast  the  man's  character  br  publishing  the 
tesalt  of  a  ane-stded  iaquir^.  Mr.  S.  appealed  to 
gentlemeu  wbeiber  after  ihii  General  WiikinsoD 
could  hare  a  fair  trial  before  either  of  the  courts, 
ciTil  or  miiitarr,  before  whom  he  might  be  called. 
He  hoped  at  all  events  they  would  derlare  what 
was  iheif  object  j  either  to  judge  the  man  aod 
pronounce  sentenee  on  bitn,  or  publish  to  the 
world  everythlof  they  coold.  collect  against  ihe 
character  of  the  iDau.  Icdeedj  in  hi>  opinion, 
Ihe  House  had  eot  into  a  (iiuaiion  in  which  they 
would  always  and  ihemaelTei  when  they  took  ■ 
wron(f  step.  His  opinion  bad  uniformly  been 
that  (he  House  did  not  possess  an  inquisitoriat 
power  as  such  j  that  where  tbey  bad  no  power' 
to  impeach  they  had  no  power  to  make  inquiry 
into  ibe  condnci  of  an  iodiTidnal. 

Mr.  Pbarbon  mid  on  further  reSe<;tion  be  bad 
thonsht  proper  to  accept  the  amendment  offered 
by  Mr.  trocp  ta  a  part  of  his  motion. 

The  amendment  of  Ur.  Tnour  having  thus 
become  a  part  of  Mr.  Peaii80n's  resolation — 

Mr.  T.  MooKE  said  that  now  this  amandmeni 
waa  incorporated  in  the  original  motion,  he  foand 
himself  tmder  the  necessity  of  voting  oninst  the 
whole.  He  bad  always  considered  that  the  Hooie 
had  a  right  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  Oese- 
ral  Wilkinron,  but  lie  could  never  agree  that  they 
bad  a  tight  to  try  him.  The  genileman  from 
Pennsylvania  had  slated,  that  if  the  House  pro- 
ceeded and  seat  that  officer  before  a  conrl'mar- 
lial  with  the  ncntFace  of  the  House  on  his  back, 
it  would  be  holding  him  up  to  pablic  view  in  a 
way  which  would  lie  very  unfavorable.  For  his 
part,  Mr.  M.  saidj  he  could  see  that  officer  in  no 
other  point  of  view  than  as  a  person  before  a 

Band  jury,  against  whiHn  a  bill  was  to  be  found, 
ow  would' that  operate?  Would  it  prevent 
justice?  No;  every  day's  experience  proves  to 
Ihe  contrary.  The  amendniaot  carried  with  it 
Ihe  appearance  of  putting  Oeneral  WitkiosonoD 
bis  trial.    Mr.  M.  was  therefore  against  it. 

Mr.  STA.RPOBD  said  he  had  no  idea  thai  the 
HoQse  had  a  right  to  go  into  the  fall  form  of  try- 
ing a  military  officer  by  one  of  its  committees. 
Believing  the  ■mendmeni  had  given  the  propo- 
sition a  form  which  tendered  it  questionable  whe- 
ther in  passing  it  tbey  were  borne  oat  by  tbe  Con- 
stitnlioD  or  not,  be  must  vote  againit  the  lesolu- 
lioo  in  thai  cbarecler.  Tbe  House  had  on  a 
former  occasion  collected  testimony  and  sent  it 
to  the  Executive— ^n  which  testtmony,  he  pre- 
sumed, the  court  of  ioqDiry  had  been  held  In  due 
form.  He  was  not  disposed  (o  go  farther  in  this 
case  than  sending  the  testimony  to  be  eoUected 
to  the  Executive.  He  therefore  moved  to  strike 
out  those  words  which  had  been  inserted  in  the 
lesolulionat  Ihe  suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Oeorgia. 

Mr.  Butler  taidj  that  situated  as  he  had  been 
during  the  lait  hssiod  of  Congress,  he  foand  him- 


ilf  called  upon  to  answer  the  qaestion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Psnosylvinia,  who  asked  what 
genltemen  meant  by  this  inquiry.  I  trust,  Mr. 
Speaker,  (said  he)  1  shall  he  among  Ihe  last  either 
in  this  House,  oc  elsewhere,  thai  would  say  or  do 
any  act  that  would  nnjustly  detract  Aom  the 
merits  of  the  man  that  is  brave  aitd  virtuous] 
and  the  General's  bravery  was  not  doubted.  But, 
whilst  I  am  anxioils  to  guard  tbe  reputation  of 
the  individualj  1  wish  to  pay  some  attentioii  to 
tbe  honor  and  independeuce  of  the  American  Re- 
public ;  and  believing  as  I  now  do,  that  Qenersl 
Wilkinson,  as  Commander-in-Chieiof  the  Ameri- 
can Army,  has  been  guilty  of  iatproper  conduct, 
I  am  willing  this  House  shall  moke  the  inqniry, 
and,  after  hearing  the  evidence  on  both  sides,  if 
the  charges  exhibited  against  Qeaenl  Wilkinson 
shall  be  refuted,  I  wish  to  say  to  the  world  that 
be  is  an  innoeent  and  persecuieJ  man  ;  and  if,  on 
the  other  band,  afler  matare  investigation,  tbe 
faols  as  already  stated  in  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, of  which  I  wa*  last  session  a  member, 
should  appear  to  be  correct,  as  a  Representativs 
of  the  people  of  the  United  Slates  1  will  not  hes- 
itate to  say,  that  Oeneral  Wilkinson  ought  to  b* 
made  a  public  example.  That  was  my  meaning 
when  on  the . committee  last  session;  what  may 
be  the  idea  ,of  .the  committee  of  this  session  ia 
not  for  me  to  say. 

Tbe  qlieetion  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Stan- 
pord'r  motion,  and  tost — yeas  20,  nays  80,  as 
follows; 

Yais-Jeeeph  Allen,  Daoiel  Blsisdell,  James  Breckr 
enridse,  BobMt  Brtmn,  WilKun  Chainhiiflin,  John 
Daisnpnt,  jr.,  WillisBi  Ely,  Edwin  Gray,  Robert  Le 
Roy  LinngstoD,  PlesMnt  M.  Miller,  Samuel  L.  MilcbiU, 
Tbonss  Moore,  Timothy  Fiikin,  Jr.,  fUisha  B.  Potter, 
John  Rhea  of  PennsjlTania,  Bichard  Stanford,  Arcki- 
beld  Van  Horn,  KillisJi  K.  Vui  Benueloer,  Robert 
Weakley,  and  Iisban  Wheaton. 

N«vs — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Ese- 
kiel  Bacon,  Darid  Bud,  WilliaiD  T.  Butt,  Buiwell 
Bassett,  Abij&h  Bigalow,  Adam  Boyd,  William  A. 
BuTwell,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhaun,  Epa[4iro- 
ditus  Chuaplon,  Martin  Chittenden,  Mettheir  Clay, 
Howell  Cobb,  Jamea  Corhran,  William  Crawford^ 
Richard  Cntts,  Jomph  Deihi,  James  Emott,  William 
nndley,  Jonathan  rUk,  Meahack  Ftankbn,  Baiallai 
Owinett,  Oidaon  Qatdner,  David  S.  Gariend,  Thoraae 
Uholton,  Charles  GoMsboMUgli,  Paterson  Goedwjn, 
William  Helms,  JamM  Holland,  Jouatban  H.  Hnb- 
be^,  Jacob  Hn%,  Ebeneiei  HontbiglaD,  Richard 
Jackioo,  jr.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Richard  M.  JohnsoB, 
Thomas  Kenan,  Willitm  Kennedy,  Herman  Knicker~ 
backer,  Jowph  liswis,  jr.,  .\aron  Lyle,  Viacent  Mat- 
thewa,  Aichibatd  McBiyds,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexan- 
der McIOm,  William  Milaor,  John  Montgomeiy,  Nicho- 
las K.  -Hooie,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Gutdou  ^  Mum- 
ford,  Thomaa  NcBton,  John  Nicholson,  Joaeph  Pear- 
son, John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Josiab  Qubcy,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  Samuel  Ring- 
gold, John  Roane,  Erastiu  Root,  Ebeneier  Sage, 
Thomas  Sammons,  John  A.  Scudder,  Ebeneier  Sea- 
Ter,  Adam  Bevhert.  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Bheffly, 
Deunu  Snielt,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smia, 
Bemuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Jamea  Btsphensoa, 
Lewis  B.  Stur^es,  Jaoob  Swoops,  Benjamin  Tall- 
madge,  John  Taylor,  John  Tkonipe<».   Vn  Tracy, 
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Oaert*  H.  Troop,  CtuilM  Tnnur,  jr^  Bobwt  Wbita. 
bill.  J«niH  Wilian,  Richard  Wino,  Bsiwt  Wilhar- 
afoon,  ud  Bobert  Wright. 

The  qncBtioD  rcoairin;  ok  ifae  molatioo  u 
«aeaded->. 

Mr.  MiTcHiu.  uid  b«  was  opposed  to  it  oa  tba 
broad  gToasd  tbM  it  bad  alreadr  oocapicd  too 
mueh  of  ibe  attCDtioD  of  the  Houae.  He  lh«io- 
fore  wuhed  tt  disiniHed,BDd  thai  the  person  oon. 
eerned  migbi  be  left  to  be  dealt  with  bjr  the  Bx. 
eeutire  as  the  Couiiiiuiioo  dtrecls^  and  as  he 
would  be  if  it  were  out  Tor  ibe  ioierfereeoe  of 
the  House.  Mr.  M.  taid  bs  thought  ih«  Houee 
bad  better  adhere  to  its  legislatire  funeiioas,  in 
which  it  bad  eouugb  to  do,  and  to  leaTe  to  tba 
Bieeuiira  lo  perform  bis  fupciion*  a*  Com- 
maitder. in-Chief  of  iba  Armin  of  the  Uoiied 


vld  not  detain  the  Hoaae 


Mr.  Root  Mid  h«  « 
hj  moving  to  alrike  01 
tioo,  for  be  was  oonvi 
bad  been  taken  Ibat  the  resoloiioD  would  , 
it  DOW  stood;  bnt  a*  he  had  at  ih«  Iwt  sei 

Toted  for  a  reBoluiion  similar  to  Ibat  under 

•ideralion,  and  bad  Ibe  honor  to  be  appointed  one 
of  the  eoniiiultee,be  felt  it  a  dutf  which  be  owed 
lo  bimietf  and  the  Houac  lo  stale  aooie  of  (be 
reasons  which  had  indnoed  bhn  to  ehaofe  his 
opinion  on  the  sobject.  An  aged  and  honorable 
friend  ^Ht.  Smiub)  had  at  the  lisiBeMioagiteii 
admoniiioB  of  the  impropiielr  of  their  proceed' 
ing,  and  Mr.  R.  said  the  longer  he  sat  upon  the 
eommiliee  the  UMwe  he  becaraa  eoMTJneed  of 
Ibe  iDeorreelness  of  bis  vote.  At  (hat  time  tbe 
popular  claiaoT  had  been  loud ;  the  pablie  bad 
■ppeared  10.  demand  the  inquiry ;  and  be  bod 
beard  of  the  Ismenlable  destruetlon  of  the  Armf 
io  the  mnrshes  of  Terre  au  Bteuf.  Without 
much  rrfleeiion  on  ibe  coDstiiutionaliiT  of  the 
question,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  Voted  far  the  inquiry; 
and  he  bad  thought  (hat  perhaps  someihing  might 
grow  out  of  ii ;  thai  Ibe  House  might  withhold 
supplies  as  long  as  the  Executive  couiinued  Jd 
comioaDd  a  man  whom  the  House  on  a  full  in- 
vesiigaiioii  should  deem  aanorihf  of  the  publio 
cooSdeooe.  He  bad  thought,  also,  thai  it  might 
lead  to  aaother  object — ibe  repeal  of  the  law 
ercalirig  the  office  of  Brigadier  Qeoeral.  This 
iaquirr  by  the  Houie,  Mr.  R.  said,  be  believed 
bad  prevented  ibe  disnaiMioa  of  General  WiUiO' 
son,  or  at  least  an  Biecutive  ioquirv  iqiq  bis 
emduet.  He  said  that  ha  had  found  that  a  eom- 
miitee  would  be  unable,  and  must  of  neeessiir  be 
uneble,  to  Jo  jasiice  to  the  character  of  the  indi' 
vidusl  and  justice  10  the  nation.  By  what  roeaiix, 
be  asked,  could  the  commitiee  comprl  the  attend- 
nnce  of  witnesses ;  and  how  were  they  lo  be  in- 
formed of  ihe  persuQs  proper  to  be  subpcsnaed 
Dniess  from  officers  who  bad  beeo.  or  now  were, 
under  the  command  of  General  Wilkinson,  and 
were  willing  to  volunteer  their  services  against 
himi  How  should  these  things  be  known,  unless 
from  those  whose  object  ii  was,  iastead  of  allaj- 
ing,  to  increase  the  popular  clamor  7  To  be  sure 
Ihe  reaointion  now  looked  as  if  General  Wilkin- 
MR  waa  to  ba  beard  beAiie  lEtBcomiaiilee;    But 


were  the  House  eerutji  ibai  b«  would  avail  bia* 
self  of  the  opportnaitf  1  He  bad  not  at  tbe  last 
session  asked  to  be  heard  by  (he  committee,  be- 
cause ihe  powers  of  (bat  committee  did  not  ex- 
tend  10  declaring  his  guilt  or  Inaoceoee. 

This  resolution,  Mr.  R.  said,  embraced  ibrce 
objects,  two  of  which  had  been  already  suffi- 
eiently  ejuniaed.  His  eoaJucl  on  the  marabea 
below  New  Oilea.n>  hfd  been  sufficientlr  invee- 
ligated  by  a  conmiUee  appointed  at  the  last  aea> 
sion  expressly  to  inquire  into  that  subject.  Hit 
eooduct  as  to  the  Spanish  pension  bad  been  in- 
vestigated before  a  military  covrl  instimied  for 
ibe  purpose ;  and  )>y  thai  court  it  bad  been  r^ 
ported  thai  there  was  no  evidence  of  bia  having 
been  a  Spanish  pensioner,  but  ibai  hia-haviagte- 
eeived  mooey  from  tbeSpaiiish  Ooverameai  wat 
on  account  of  a  tobacco  contract.  Bui  even  if 
that  were  not  tbe  fact,  ibe  length  of  time  elapsed, 
and  the  circumslancee  attending  the  iraosaetion, 
wonld  be  sufficieDi  to  render  an  investigation  on 
thai  point  inexpedient.  As  long  ago  a*  178S  m 
1787.  when  tbe  mouths  of  tbe  Mississippi  were 
held  by  Spain,  the  inhabitants  on  its  waters  were 
taking  measures,  if  ooi  for  independence  of  tba 
United  Slatea,  at  least  for  a  coaoeiioa  witb 
Bpaio.  But  was  ibia  anyibing  new?  Had  it 
not  been  commnoieated  to  General  WaBBinaTOM, 
and  also  to  Mr.  Adams  1  Yes;  and  what  ba4 
ibey  donel  They  had  given  iosUuctions  10  search 
inie  Ihe  matter ;  bat,  when  Ihe  treaty  bad  bee^ 
made  with  Spain  in  1796,  and  the  associaUon 
was  dissolved,  there  having  been  many  persons 
invol  red  whose  names  had  been  heard  on  (bia 

ide  (he  Alleghany,  the  GoveriimeDt  had  iboi^ht 
prn^r  not  to  make  the  iuveiitigaiion.  At  the  last 
session,  Mr.'  R.  said  he  had  seen  letters  emnmu- 
nicated  lo  Mr.  McHenry,  when  Secretary  or 
War,  giving  informaiioa  on  the  subjeeL  Tbos* 
letters  had  not  been  put  ufwn  the  files  of  tba 
W'ar  office,  but  had  been  retained  among  his  pri- 
vate papers.  It  had  been  deemed  prudeat  by 
WAaaiNQTON  and  AnAua  (o  snfler  tbe  matter  to 
go  lo  reel.  What  occasion,  then,  was  tb^re  novr 
to  revive  ibis  inquiry;  to  rake  a p  the  ashes  of 
the  dead?  With  a  knowledge  of  every  thing  re- 
lating to  ihe  subject.  General  Wilkinson  had  beea 
permitted  by  three  sucoessive  administiaUoos  to 
remais  ia  office. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  felt  a  confidence  (hal.  if,  upon 
iovesiigaiion,  (he  charges  against  bim  nad  been 
found  10  be  well  grounded,  Qeoetal  Wilkinson 
would  have  been,  before  this  lime,  removed  frooL 
the  command  from  which  ha  bad  been  suspended 
but  for  Ihe  inquiry.  He  was  unwilling  that  ano- 
ther inquiry  by  the  House  should  protract  tba 
time  when  a  proper  inquiry  should  take  place, 
and  bis  dismission  from  service  ensue,  if  it  should 
then  appear  necessary.  He  was  tbeiefore  opposed 
*~  (he  resoluiion. 

Mr,  QHOLaoH  uid  he  had  voted  in  favor  of  iba 

oiioD  10  Jay  the  resolution  before  iha  House  on 
the  table.    He  had  alto  voied  for  its  postpone- 
ilil  to-morrow.    But  be  was  not  governed 
,  of  tbe  reaeoas  which  bad  been  assigned 
by  eoQe  of  the  gentlemcit  wilb  whom  be  bad  (b« 
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bonar  oflwtD^  anoeiated  in  tbtne  votes.  Bo  Tar 
from  it,  be  could  not  queitton  the  CoDitilulionHl 
■athority  ofihe  House  to  pass  tbe  resolution.  He 
bad  been  iodueed  to  aopport  the  two  firit  mou'Dni 
that  were  nude,  because  a  want  of  preparation 
to  set  on  this  subject  bad  beeo  expressed  on  the 
floor^  and  beeaose  be  hwdo  necessity  Tot  preeip- 
itancjr  in  its  dispoiition. 

As  ii  regards  tbe  CoDsiitatidttal  competency  of 
this  HoDse  to  )DTeslig;ate  ibe  mi'sprlsioDS,  tort- 
fiaaancea,AiiA  nial-coii{lDet,geaemnf,of  any  offi- 
cer, wbeiher  civil  or  milttarTi  belonniDg  to  thi 
Oo'  ^    p      . 


!■  DpioioD,  said  Mr.  Q.,  Has  been 
ilctorily  foriaed.    I  not  onl^  be- 
lieve that  tbe  Home  possesses  this  power,  as  inci- 


into  the  conduel  of  bd^  officer  Conslitulioiialljr 
inheres  la  aad  appertains  to  this  House,  as  tbe 
immrdiale  detegBie*  and  agents  of  tbe  people, 
who  expect  from  their  ReprMentatires  a  vigifant 
auperiDieDdeoee  oyer  all  their  public  coacems. 

At)  hottorable  aod  very  Tenerable  genilemaQ 
from  PeDasjrIvania  (Mr.  Bhiub)  has  said  that 
iDquiriea  such  as  are  contemplated  bf  tbe  pre*, 
eni  moiioQ  are  confioed  to  civil  officers  oalv. 
WithoiH  goiog  at  large  into  this  doctrine,  wilt 
that  geDlIenian  allaw  me  to  state  to  bim  a  case, 
aod  ask  ofhim  how  be  would  act  in  it.  I  know 
he  is  incapable  of  any  other  than  a  candid  anawer. 
Suppose,  then,  the  United  Stales,  in  a  cHiical 
emergency,  had  irabodied  an  army  of  fifli  or  an 
hundred  ihonsand  tuen,  and  Its  commBDaer  was 
auspeeted  of  Irailorism  or  corruption,  would  the 
gentlemaa,  under  such  circumaiaoeet,  appropri- 
ate money  and  vole  supplies  for  such  a  Ueneral, 
or  for  an  aimy  eomnainded  by  himi  I  do  not 
atiempt  to  show,  that  ia  point  of  enormity,  the 
case  of  Oeoeral  WilltinsOn  bears  any  proportion 
to  the  case  which  I  have  supposed  very  possibly 
might  exist.  The  priticiple  hoverer  in  either 
case  is  precisely  tbe  same,  and  I  make  no  dovbt 
the  worthy  geatleraBDj  in  the  case  which  I  bare 
imagined,  would  consider  an  inquiry  necenarv, 
with  a  Tiew  to  ippTOpriatiaQ ;  for  I  know  be  would 
not  Tote  supplies  for  ao  army  to  be  commaiided 
as  1h«  on*  I  have  menlioned.  On  Constiiniitmat 
winciplea,  tbererore,  I  have  no  doubt  whatever 
but  we  hare  a  right  to  make  this  inquiry. 

The  qoesiioD  then  oecnrs,  will  tliis  right  be 
judiciously  and  discreetly  exercised  in  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution  1  The  steps  which  were 
taken  at  the  last  sessioii  on  this  subject  were 
ituafficient  and  incomplete.  If  it  was  right  to 
commence  the  iaqairy.it  is  much  more  so  to  con- 
dude  it,  and  the  resolution  is  only  designed  to 
eonsnnmaie  the  inresligation.  In  this  view, 
then,  I  think  it  ought  to  be  adopted.  But,  sir,  in 
my  opinion,  we  ought  to  proceed  in  this  inquiry 
as  an  act  of  justice  to  Oencrat  Wilkinson.  Some 
of  the  leeiimony  which  has  been  taken  may  hare 
an  onfBTorable  bearing  on  that  officer— it  was 
IX  parte.  He  had  no  opportunity  of  confronting 
bis  accusers.  The  present  resolution,  with  the 
amendment  of  the  gentlemait  fromOeorftia.fMr. 
TatfOP,)  will  lead  lo  a  full  and  fait  examlnalisa ; 


and  under  it  OenerBl  Wilkinson  will  have'that 
opportunity — a  right  which  I  thought  at  the  Ian 
session  ought  to  have  been  yielded  to  him.  Is  (t 
not  better,  therefore,' that  tbe  whole  Irnth  should 
be  known.  Perhaps  the  very  next  deposilioa 
that  miy  be  taken  will  contain  evidence  in  favor 
of  the  accused  If  so.  should  we  be  warranted  id 
excluding  it?    I  think  not. 

I  will  avail  myself,  Mr.  Sfieaker.  of  this  oeca- 
aion  to  advert  to  an  irapulation  wiiich  has  been 
made  against  this  body  in  rdsiion  to  the  present 
subject.  It  has  been  often  alleged,  and  has  beea 
suggested  in  debate  to-day,  that  General  Wilkin- 
ton  IS  pertecBted  by  this  House.  I,  sir,  have  DO 
hesitation  In  protesting  against  this  insinualioD. 
For  all  theactions  of  men  vre  must  look  some- 
where for  motives.  Where  there  is  persecution 
itiere  must  ba  some  design ;  and  wherein,  let  me 
ask,  can,  according  to  any  human  probability, 
exist  the  inducements  for  this  numerojs  assem- 
bly, collected  from  the  rarioni  spctioni  of  thia 
extended  country,  to  combine  and  eonfederatn 
against  a  single  individaal.  occupying  the  sphere 
oFb  Brigadier  Oeneral?  Sir,  when  the  thinff  is 
examined,  it  wilt  appear  at  once  Irrational,  fdo 
not  beticve  it.  As  for  my  own  part,  while  I  at 
this  time  forbear  lo  give  any  opinion  as  to  either 
the  gnill  or  innocence  of  General  Wilkinson,  I 
disclaim  any  dispoiition  lo  treat  him  with  injus- 
tice. I  feel  noiratiment  of  enmiiy  towards  him; 
I  only  wish  a  fair  disclosure  of  all  tbe  circum- 
stances respecting  the  charges  against  bioi,  and, 
when  the  efideoce  shall  hate  been  fully  devel- 
oped, I  will  then  decide  impartially  upon  it. 

Mr.  PEARflOif  said  he  should  not  have  addresed 
the  Speaker,  had  it  not  been  for  the  ubservatioDa 
Which  fell  from  the  geoileman  (Mr.  Root)  from 
New  York.  Thai  geolleman  appears  desirous  of 
suppressiog  an  important  part  of  the  inquiry  con- 
lemplaied  ny  the  present  resolution — a  pari,  too, 
which  has  already  undergone  conaiderame  inve»- 
tigation  by  the  committee  of  the  last  session, and 
upon  which  more  evidence  baa  been  reported 
than  either  of  ibc  other  points  of  their  inquiry. 
A  volume  of  testimony  has  been  collected,  tend- 
ing to  prove  the  connexion  of  Oeneral  Wilkin- 
irilh  the  agents  of  Spain— testimony  imporl- 

in  its  nature,  and  which  has  been  almoat 

piovidentialty  preserved.  Is  this  alleged  oflbnee 
ao  trifling  or  the  evidence  so  imperfect  aa  to  be 
totally  disregarded ;  or  does  the  gentleman  aup- 
poie  or  wish,  by  striking  off  that  part  of  the  rea- 
olutioa  10  wnich  his  observations  refer,  to  put  ao 

'  all  future  iavestigatioa,  and  quiet  the  pnblie 
1  on  a  theme  which  has  excited  so  much 
sensibility  Bitd  so  much  indignation? 

The  gentleman,  boweverj  ha*  stated  that  thia  ia 

jld  affair;  that  the  administrations  of  Washing- 
and  Adams  had  some  knowledge  ofil;  ibat  the 
Spanish  connexion,  if  any  existed,  had  long  been 
at  BD  end,  and  therefore  it  ought  to  be  consigned 
to  oblivion.  He  has  also  thought  proper  to  stale 
Ibat  Coloael  McHeory,  fcrmer  Beereiary  of  War. 
had  received  private  letters  on  the  subject  or 
WilkiosoD's  connexion  with  the  Spanish  Oot- 
ennMt  |  that  tboae  lettari  were  not  depoaiiad  in 
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ihe  War  offiee,aDd  thai  iw  iDrntigaUon  did  take 
place.  It  i^  irue,  sir,  that  ihia  U  aa  old  affair — 
at  least  it  had  its  origin  many  jr ears  ago — but  ihat 
it  bas  long  been  al  aa  end  is  not  cqaally  certain  ; 
iadeed,  ibe  documeala  before  nic — the  report  of 
the  committee  of  last  seuion — afford  stroDS,  if 
not  iDcoQlesiftble  eridence,  of  the  eflistence  oftais 
Spaoish  coooeiioD  as  late  ai  (he  year  1804. 

[Here  Mr.  P.  read  extracts  from  (he  depositioDs 
of  James  M.  Bradford  of  New  Oriean,  Isaac 
Briegs.and  William  BimtnonigEaq.,  Accotmtaat 
of  ibe  War  Department,] 

From  these  depositions  it  appears,  that  in  the 
year  1804,  General  WillciDton  expended  aboul 
ten  thDiisBod  dollars  in  (he  purchase  of  su^rs  at 
New  Orleattsj  that  this  circuiDsiaQceexciied  some 
suspicion  as  to  (he  manner  of  Qeneral  Wilkin- 
son sobuioing  so  large  a  sum  of  money.  He  was 
ques(ioned  on  the  subject,  and  alleged  that- he 
had  receifed  il  from  Lieutenant  Taylor,  then  mil- 
iury  agent,  for  drafts  on  (ha  United  States.  The 
Aceouaiant  of  the  War  Department  expressly 
states,  that  no  such  drafts  were  drawn,  and  that 
the  only  money  that  he  appears  lo  bavo  receired 
from  Taylor,  at  aoy  time,  was  three  thousand 


that  Qeneral  Wilki 

received  about  ihe  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars, 
of  a  late  Mexican  coinage,  in  Campeachy  hags, 
from  the  officers  of  Spain,  but  that  it  was  due  to 
bim  on  account  of  former  mercantile  contracts 
with  ihe  Spanish  Qoyernment, 

Thus,  sir,  it  appears  that  this  "  old  basineH,'' 
as  the  gentleman  terms  it,  has  been  continued,  at 
least,  to  the  Tear  1801.  But,  sir,  had  it  ended  at 
a  period  as  distinct  as  its  caajDaenosment,  is  it, 
therefore,  expiated  by  the  length  of  time  7  Does 
the  statute  ol  limiiaiion  bar  an  iDresllgation  7  ' 
there  a  period  when  crimes  are  to  be  fo^i 
and  puuiiihments  not  to  be  thought  of  7  If  so,  1 
trust  the  period  has  not  arri?ed,  and  the  antiquity 
of  the  suljject,  hidden  as  this  las  been,  adds  ad- 
ditional claims  to  iavesttgation.  And  the  gen- 
llemaoj'by  iniroduoing  hi*  remarks,  has  afforded 
■  strong  reason  in  faror  of  our  adopting  the  res- 
olution in  its  present  form.  As  to  any  iuforBui- 
lion  which  may  hare  been  given  to  the  two  first 
.Administrations,aBfai  as  I  am  able  to  understand, 
it  was  of  that  uncertain  and  questionable  kind 
which  could  not,  probably,  lead  tuany  ce 
resuti.  It  is,  also,  true,  tnat  information 
f  iven  an  ibe  subject  to  Mr.  Jefierson  whilst '. 
idem,  and  Dothiag  was  done,  except  indeed,  ibe 
mock  court  of  inquiry,  in  1808,  wbicb  resulted  ID 
less  than  nothing.  Not  a  record  of  their  proceed' 
ings  is  now  ID  be  found,  and  the  peisoD  accused 
has  been  permitted  to  pocket  the  papers.  Part  of 
these  were,  indeed,  obtained  from  Qeneral  Wil- 
kinson, by  Ibe  committee  of  last  session,  but  they 
wera  deemed  by  the  committee  so  uaimporiani 
and  irrelevant  (with  the  exception  of  A.  Elli- 
cot's  deposition,  which  was  taken  on  the  part  of 
Qeaerai  Wilkinson,)  a*  not  lo  deserve  a  place  in 
this  report. 

As  to  the  prirata  letters,  which  the  genlleniaa 
lu«  alluded  to,  iR  tbe  poescasioD  of  Coloael  Mc- 


Henry,  I  feel  it  my  duly  to  remark  that  Colond 
McHenry  was  summoned  lo  attend  Ihe  commit- 
tee at  the  last  session ;  that  be  produced  sereral 
letters  which  were  addressed  to  bim  in  his  prirata 
capacity,  from  persons  in  the  Western  couatrr, 
staling  iheit  suspicions  of  General  Wilkiason'a 
connexion  with  the  agents  of  Sp«tQ  ;  those  let- 
laid  before  ihe  commiciee,  and  they 
were  allowed  to  use  them  as  they  thought  proper. 
The  coramiitee  (of  which  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  was  a  member)  unanimously  deter- 
mined  that  those  letters  were  not  at  all  material 
to  their  inquiry,  and  it  was  deemed  unnecessary 
eveD  to  take  copies  of  them,  which  were  Frankly 
ofiered  by  Mr.  McHecry.  1  think  it, also, proper 
to  stale  that  Colonel  McHenry  informM  the 
committee  that  the  then  Adminisiralioa  wera 
not  free  from  suipieion  as  to  the  pariijr  of  Qen- 
eral Wilkinson i  bui,as  mutual criminatioDt  were 
1e  by  General  Wayne  and  General  Wilkiif 

,  the  ExeculiTe  bad  directed  an  inquiry  against 
General  Wayne,  and  intended,  at  ili  termination, 
to  proceed  against  General  Wilkinson,  but  Iha 
death  of  General  Wayne,  and  the  change  t>t  Ad- 
ion,  prevented  this  deienbinaiion  from 
being  carried  into  effect.  If  it  should  be  tb«t 
those  who  have  gone  before  us  have  not  doM 
their  duty,  let  us  do  ours. 

Mr.  Fi8K  taid  as  it  was  hit  intention  to  give  a 
different  vote  upon  this  question  from  that  which 
he  had  given  at  the  last  session,  he  would  state 
some  orihe  reasons  which  had  induced  him  to 
change  his  opinion.  Whenever,  said  he,  I  have 
reflected  upon  the  vote  I  gave  upon  that  occauon, 
I  have  been  more  dissatisfied  with  it  than  with 
any  vole  I  ever  gave  before  or  since.  A  similar 
resolution  to  this  did  pass  this  House  during  the 
last  session^  without  much  discussion,  and  by  a 
large  majority.  It  was  referred  to  a  committee, 
who,  after  much  investigation,  reported.  What 
more  was  done,  or  what  more,  indeed,  can  be 
done  by  this  House  in  relation  to  this  subject,  I 
am  unable  to  say.  And,witbout  questioning  the 
constiniiionality  of  this  proceeding,  it  may  be  in- 


quired what  good  is  to  result  from  it  1  What  i* 
iis  object  7  And  unless  gentlemen  will  point  oat 
the  probable  benefii  of  this  inquiry,  and-specify 


Kin 
'I"      , 
to  be  diiecled,  why 
shall  wa'go  iulo  \i1 

But,  sir,  it  is  not,  in  my  opinion,  perfectly  clear 
and  settled,  that  the  Coosiiiutional  powers  of 
this  House  do  extend  to  inquiries  of  this  natore. 
For,  no  one  will  pretend  that  it  is  a  power  to  be 
found  among  those  specifically  delegated  to  Con- 
gress bjr  the  Constitution.  If  we  do  possess  the 
power,  it  is  by  implication.  And  for  what  put- 
pose  is  il  implied?  May  it  not,  sir,  well  be  ques- 
tioned, whether  the  Constitution  has  delegated 
to  Googress  power  to  act  in  any  case  in  which 
that  aci  shall  Dot  be  effectual  and  eonelusive;  ia 
any  matter  in  which  their  acts  create  no  obliga- 
tioDs,  or  impose  no  duty?  If  we  proceed  to  ihe 
ulBtost  extent  contended  for  in  this  case,  whose 
rights  will  be  concluded  by  anything  we  sbsll 
dot  Shall  we  impose  an  obligation,  or  enjoin  a 
dRty  upon  the  President,  oi  tk«  officer  into  wkoM 
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eonduet  il  ia  propoKd  toiDqniT«f  Ccruinlr  doI. 
Tfaeo,  sir,  for  wtiat  purpose  litis  laborious,  slpen- 
sire  jnqairf  7 

If  tbe  Constitution  wsrranU  as  to  make  an 
inqoiry  of  thit  kind,  in  any  esse,  it  must  be  oo 
■ome  great,  urgent,  aud  serioui  occasion ;  at  a 
time  when  lome  evideal  danger  may  ba  aTeiied 
be  il,  sod  some  obvious  good  result  from  it. 
Tbese  ioTestigalioaa  arc  not  to  be  lightly  iosti- 
luted,  for  we  may  readily  imagine  cases  in  which 
such  an  inquiry  as  is  sow  proposed  would  be  pro- 
duclire  of  the  most  serioos  aod  fatal  cossequea- 
ces,  not  only  to  ihs  individual,  but  to  thiioalion. 
When  the  inquiry  comaieaees,  tbe  officer  is  to  be 
notified  to  atteDd.  He  is  to  be  beard  before  the 
committee  in  bis  defence.  This  aupposea  the 
presence  of  the  officer,  and  if  be  is  not  here,  he 
iSj  1  presume,  to  be  ordered  from  the  Army  and 
bis  commsad  to  appear  before  ua ;  any  orders  he 
may  have  from  his  superior  o£eer  to  tbe  cod- 
trary  notwiibsianding.  He  cannot,  during  the 
iaresiigation,  if  it  last  two  years,  as  this  has,  or 
will,  if  this  reaolution  pass,  be  tried  by  any  other 
tribunal,  suspended,  or  cashiered ;  because  it  will 
not  be  contended  even  that'  any  two  tribunals  of 
conourrent  mriadictioDS  shall,  in  this  country, 
proceed  at  the  same  time  to  try  tbe  tame  person 
lor  one  and  the  same  offence.  For,  if  one  should 
acquit,  and  tbe  other  convict,  the  accused  is  cer- 
tain to  be  punished.  To  suspend  or  cashier  him 
would,  be  to  prejudge  bit  cause.  He  must,  then, 
be  retained  in  the  service,  whether  guilty  or  no^ 
till  Congress  shall  proceed  (and  all  latfie  bodies 
move  slowly)  to  determine  their  opinion  upon 
the  committee's  report. 

But  tuppose,  air,  this  House  tl)oiitd,  after  iheir 
intjuiry,  form  an  opinion  highly  unfayorabLe  to 
Ibia  officer,  aod  even  express  tlut  opioion  ie  the 
form  of  a  resolution,  cbargiof  bim  with  a  viola- 


tbi 


I  of  tbe  orders  of  the  Secretary  (rf  War.    Hat 
t  a  right  to  denjr  the  charge,  and 


tbe  accused  of  tbe  charge;  to  which  mutt  he 
aabmit  7  Bball  he  be  acquitted  by  a  eourt  mar- 
tial for  a  charge  touching  his  eonduet  as  an  officer, 
and,afteTthaiacqaittaI,  be  removed  by  the  Presi- 
dent, and  thus  disgraced  aod  sacrificed,  because 
this  Moose  have  expressed  an  unfavorable  opin- 
ion concerning  him,  which  opinion  a  competcQi 
tribunal  to  decide  shall  have  declared  to  be  incor- 
rect and  Dojuatl  ReatLy,  sir,  tbisis  sappoaiog 
no  extreme  case,  bpt  a  case  which  may  oceuij 
and,  if  il  ahanid,  ia  what  manner  would  our  pro- 
ceedings be  viewed  by  this  nation  1  The  rigor- 
oos  ana  eruel  operation  of  tbe  precedent  we  are 
about  to  establish,  by  adopting  this  resolutioo, 
may  be  mch  as  cannot  atid  will  not  be  borne  by 
the  ciiiieos  of  this  community. 

Why,  then,  sir,  shaU  we  be  pressed  into  Wl 
Nothing  effectual  BUd  benehciaL  can  result  from 
it  (o  tbe  nation  during  this  Cougiesa,  if  ever. 
The  teene  of  action  is  at  a  great  distance.  The 
inquiry  is  vastly  eaten  si  ve.  Tour  committee  are 
to  inquire  generally  into  the  conduct  of  Oeaeral 


WilbinsoD,  and  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 
To  tend  whete,  but  to  New  Ocleaas,  tbe  Mistia- 
sippi  Territory,  aod  to  places  more  distant  7  Is 
it  expected  tbat  evideooe  can  be  procured  from 
these  placet,  exaatined,  reported,  and  acted  upon 
by  this  House  before  thefourih  of  March  7  Itia 
impossible.  In  what,  then,  i:  all  this  proceedios 
to  result  but  in  an  expeose  of  the  time  of  thia 
House,  and  the  money  of  this  nation  7  At  tbe 
last  session,  this  inquiry  was  commenced,  and, 
when  Congress  adjourned,  it  was  left  unSnitbed, 
apd  this  it  to  be  its  fate  tbe  present  session.  We 
shall  but  leave  it  for  tbe  next  Cougress  to  finish 
or  neglect,  as  ihey,  in  their  wisdoib,  may  decide. 
Tberefore,  tir,  without  expressing  any.  opinion 
upon  what  may  be  .called  the  merits  of  the  case— 
(he  conduot  which  is  to  be  the  subject  of  this  in- 
quiry—I  am  decidedly  opposed  to  tbe  adopting  of 
this  resolution.  It  is  recording  a  precedent,  the 
constitutionaUiyof  which  may  be  scriousljr  ques- 
tioned ;  the  influence  and  operation  of  which,  in 
other  cases,  and  upoo  other  occasions,  if  not  in 
this  case,  may  be  piodueiive  of  mutiny  aod  dis- 
order io  your  armies^  embarrassment  to  (he  Exec- 
ulive,  and  of  oppression  and  ruin  to  the  individur 
als  who  may  have  the  misfortune  to  be  subject- 
ed to  it.  Let  genetal  rumor  and  common  fame 
accuse  auy  omcer,  however  distinguished  by 
bis  services,  or  bonoied  with  confidence,  if  this 
House  direct  an  inquiry,  tbe  trial  matt  be  tre- 
mendous to  that  individual,  althou^^h  we  hare 
□either  the  power  to  acquit  or  convict  him.  It 
ought  not  to  be  instituted,  unless  there  is,  at  least. 


lot  be  expected.  It  ia  to  be  a  trial 
without  end,  and  the  officer,  whether  guilty  or 
innocent,  is  neither  to  be  dismissed,  punished,  ot 
restored  to  hit  command,  but,  to  remain  io  pay  to 
defend  hiaconduct  for  twenty  years  of  his  life,  till 
Congress  are  ready  to  express  an  opinion,  in  an- 
swer to  common  fame,  conceroiog  him.  And,  aa 
we  cannot  pretend  to  do  more  than  exprett  an 
opinion,  I  am  willing  to  forbear  even  that,  aod 
vote  Bsainst  the  passage  of  ibis  resolution. 

Mr.  Macoh  said  he  was  sorry  ihat  they  bad 
changed  the  form  of  the  resolution.  If  he  had 
been  in  the  House  at  the  time  it  was  done,  he 
tboutd  have  objected  to  it,  because  tbe  General 
could  as  well  bare  attended  tbat  committee  with- 
out a  summons  as  be  did  last  .session  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the 
Army.  It  couLd  not  be  possible,  in  the  naiuie  of 
ihibgii,  tbat  any  committee  which  had  been  ap- 

Eointed  cunld  have  refused  to  hear  General  Wil- 
iosoo  if  he  had  wished  to  have  been  heard. 
Mr.  M.  said  he  would  not  give  any  opinion  as  to 
the  guilt  or  innocence  of  General  Wilkinsoi. 
He  wished  not  only  him  but  every  man  in  the 
nation  to  be  innocent,  and  mote  paiticulerly  did 
he  feel  ibis  wish  in  relation  to  one  who  had  gone 
tbroogb  the  Revolution  with  as  much  honor  as 
General  Wilkinson  did.  Whenever  such  a  man 
was  convicted  of  any  species  of  crime,  it  lessened 
the  national  character,  which  ought  to  be  dear 
to  eveiy  "xta.    It  was  impossibte  that  there  could 
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be  tnythiDg  like  persecution  in  this  esse, 
whal  rosierials  muit  b  mao  be  corapoBed  in  this 
eouDtr^r,  who  was  deairoas  of  petsecuting  ■  man 
that  went  ibrough  the  Reroluiioa  wiih  glorf? 
Every  one  maat  wisli  him  to  be  iDDOcenL 

Upon  the  whole,  Mr.  M.  »id  lie  aboutd 
For  the  resoluiton,  tboogh  he  disapproved  of  part 
of  it.  He»id  it  seemed  to  him  as  though  it 
Tould  be  somethiog  like  a  ceotDre  oa  ihe  former 
•oramitlee  nol  to  poriiie  ibe  inqoirjr. 

The  ConBtirutiooal  qaestion  he  considered  as 
lettled.    It  had  been  again  stirred,  bowefer,  and 

SiDilemen  who  last  year  had  thought  the  inquiry 
onstitutiooal  now  seemed  donbtfu).  But  it  had 
been  said,  iliat  if  they  had  ibe  Consiitational 
power  to  inquire,  it  was  a  power  which  sboold 
not  be  erercised  unless  on  great  eccaaioni,  espe- 
cially at  R  lioie  when  no  rnan  can  tell  how  long 
the  nation  will  now  be  in  p«ace.  If  ibis  were 
Dot  one  of  those  questions  which  demanded  an 
immediate  inquiry,  he  should  like  to  know  what 
was.  What  the  President  might  hare  intended 
lo  do.  Mr.  M.  said  he  knew  not,  unless  fiom  what 
bad  oeen  suggested  to-day.  But  whatever  the 
President  might  do  was  nathibg  lo  bim.  If  be 
wished  his  iaiention  to  be  known  to  the  House, 
be  ought  bimseir  toeommunicBteit  by  a  message 
in  writing.  To  whom  did  the  Army  belong! 
Was  ii  a  National  or  Eieculive  army  T  It  was 
the  army  of  the  nation,  and  the  Legislature  had 
a  right  10  inquire  into  the  ftate  of  n.  If  it  was 
the  army  of  the  Exeomive,'  as  in  Monarchies 
where  the  Sing  can  say  my  army,  my  navy  and 
everything  was  of  the  Executive  and  not  of  the 
naiioB,  then  he  woald  admit  that  (he  House  bad 
not  the  right  of  inquiry.  Suppot^e  Aaron  Borr 
had  been  CommaQder-in-Chief,  and  they  coafd 
nol  hare  got  clear  of  bim  in  anjr  other  way; 
wonld  not  Cocgren  hare  been  justified  in  with- 
holding his  pay  and  that  of  the  armv?  If  they 
had  not  done  so,  they  would  have  deserved  the 
halter  he  was  preparing  for  them.  EverytblDg 
belonging  to  appropriation,  Mr.  M.  said,  was  pe- 
culiarly the  properly  of  thisHoase;  and  In  times 
of  old  [be  Remiblicaas  had  been  so  lenacioaa  of 
the  rights  of  this  House  that  they  did  not  like  an 
approprtaiion  to  originate  in  the  Senate. 

Another  objection  to  the  inqniry  was,  ibat  it 
woald  not  be  completed  within  the  session.  This 
objection,  Mr.  M.  laid,  would  go  to  a  vnt  many 
things  at  every  second  session  of  Congress.  If 
it  could  not  M  Qnisbed,  it  might  progresi.  A 
tnan  who  waits  for  lucky  days  on  hia  ptaatatiou 
•carcely  ever  makes  anything.  It  had  been  said 
too  that  the  inquiry  was  tx  parte.  Was  it  more 
<olhan  everything  else  in  t^e  HouseT  Was  it 
more  so  than  the  inquiry  into  the  sickness  at  New 
Orleaaa— and  yet  no  complaint  had  been  made 
On  that  head.  If  the  committee  appointed  on 
Ibis  subject  had  in  view  to  take  leatimony  to  ex- 
culpate Wilkinson,  they  would,  id  Hr.  U.'n  opin- 
ion, nol  only  deserve  ceosare  but  expulsion.  In 
every  ease  of  inquiry  occurring  in  Ihe  House  tes- 
timony was  taken  as  it  was  last  year  and  as 
proposed  DOW.  The  argument  of  expense  was 
equally  wnk.    It  wu  oot  the  Mpenie  of  inqniry, 


or  even  of  the  eivil  Hit,  wbiefa  made  the  iMiioaa 
of  the  earth  groan  under' taxes  too  burdvnaome 
to  be  borne.  It  was  something  far  differeai — it 
was  armies  and  navies — the  force  which  enabled 
soma  men  to  rise  to  greatness  on  the  liberiiea  ot 
their  country.  It  is  these  which  prodace  taxes. 
The  civil  list  and  the  expenses  of  inquiry  are 
scarcely  a  drop  in  the  bucket.  It  so  bappeoa, 
that  we,  tike  all  other  nations,  make  more  to  do 
about  little  ezpeoMS  than  about  millions.  If  w« 
cannot  get  alongwith  this  expense,  we  oogbt  lo 
put  down  some  establnhmenia  muob  more  ex- 
nenslre  and  certainly  of  no  very  great  benefit. 
There  are  perhaps,  even,  on  Ihe  civil  list,  osdess 
offices  enoi>gb,  it  put  down,  to  save  nuffieiei 


Mr.  PiTXtA  said  be  rose  simply  to  call  tbe  at- 
tention of  gentlemen  to  a  part  of  the  report  i>f  a 
committee  at  the  last  session ;  aboat  which  he 
had  heard  nothing  said  as  yet.  Ii  was  thai  part 
relating  to  the  mode  of  Qenerat  Wilkinson's  ob- 
taining money  from  the  pablio  Treasury;  not 
only,  as  ic  appeared  to  bim  from  the  doenmeni^ 
contrary  to  tne  Con siiiu lion,  hut  directly  cooirar^ 
to  every  principle  of  law — and  ibis  was  a  part 
about  which  he  presumed  there  was  do  qiKsooa 
of  tbe  right  of  tbe  House  to  make  inquiry.  And 
be  thought,  if  gentlemen  bad  read-  the  report  of 
thecommittee,  it  would  ba  impossible  for  theto, 
as  guardians  of  the  people's  money,  to  hesitate  to 
vote  for  further  ioqairy  on  the  subject.  That 
committee  had  before  them,  among  other  dcposi- 
tions,  that  of  the  Accountant  of  tbe  War  Depart- 
ment—and Mr.  P.  undertook  10  say,  that  it  ap- 
peared from  that  depocitioo  and  the  docnmenu 
accompanving  it,  that  General  Wilkinson  bad 
got  into  his  hands  and  still  held  ibouiaads  and 
tens  of  thoasands  of  dollars  of  the  public  money, 
contrary  lo  law.  Mr.  P.  here  qooted  theilepoBi- 
tioQ  of  Mr.  SimmoQi  on  the  anbject.  Qcaeral 
Wilkinson  bad  also,  he  said,  drawn  money  from 
tbe  Paymaster  of  the  Army  contrary  to  taw  i  foi 
which  be  had  given  only  bis  receipt,  and  for 
which  he  had  never  accounted.  He  called  the 
attention  of  ibe  Houae  also  to  anoibtr  fact.  It 
was  stated  by  the  Acconntaot  of  the  War  Da- 
pariment,  that  Oeneral  Wilkioson  had  acca  fit  to 
direct  the  payment  of  money  from  the  Treasury 
for  the  freight  of  his  own  flowr  from  Baltimore 
to  Charleston  and  Havana,  during  tbe  time  or 
the  embargo.  He  had  certified  an  aceoont  to  be 
correct,  and  ordered  the  payment  of  the  money, 
for  the  freight  of  a  cargo  of  flonr  which  wna 
afterwards  carried  to  Havana  and  tbara  dla- 
tribnled  by  himself.  Mr.  P.  wished  to  know 
whether  it  was  nnderstood  that  Oeneral  Wilkin- 
son was  authorixed  to  draw  money  from  the 
Treasury  for  the  freiglil  of  his  own  property 
from  one  part  of  the  United  Stales  to  anotheil 
Another  tbing  in  these  documents,  Mr.  P.  said, 
he  would  calf  the  atlentioD  of  gentleman  to,  of 
three  or  four  yean  siandin(f-~io  the  caae  of  C)en> 
aral  WiUdnaon'a  diraetiog  paytncM  ooi  «f  tkc 
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Evblie  noDcr  for  th«  iraasporuiion  of  tbree  or 
Mir  tbouMBd  noands  weight  of  whM  was  called 
his  btgg«geloPitUbuf?.loadJaf  tberetriih  rbree 
or  four  wacoDs.  Mr.  P.  quoM  Itw  depouUon 
of  Captain  Peter,  (Utiog  (hat  pajrmecii  bad  been 
mada  furiheiraniportitioaof  bitpriraiepropertf 
by  the  public  axeot.  Now  he  witbed  lo  koov 
01  genileroea,  if  thcM  depMitioas  were  eorrMt, 
(aod  ch«y  bad  aer«rbeeD  coatradieled,)  irhailier 
the  House  ou^hl  not  lo  proceed  ia  this  inquiry  ? 
Oiighl  ibe;  not  to  fire  lo  General  WilkioMn  at 
least  mD  opporiuRiiy  lo  refute  iheml  And  was 
it  not  iheir  duty  to  iaquire  whether  this  moaejr 
had  beep  applied  agteesblr  to  law  T 

He  Uii  he  could  aoi  refrain  from  calling  the 
atteittion  of  the  House  lo  one  other  fad  in  lela- 
liou  lo  lUeKal  drafts  ufmoneir  from  ihe  Treasury. 
It  was  a  charae  for  horses  pQrchasad  for  ths  Uoi- 
led  Slates.  [Mr.  P.  quoted'iheilocunieoisoa  this 
■object,  relaticig  loan  allege  purcikase  of  horses 
iiBoecessarily  aod  ai  ao  extraragani  prioe  fur  the 
public  letrice,  in  the  sale  of  which  ii  is  insinua- 
ted in  one  of  ibe  depositions  ibai  the  Qcaeral 
was  himself  interesied.]  If  the  House  are  not 
to  inquire  into  these  things,  (said  Mr.  P.)  why 
let  us  all  have  an  equal  chance  with  the  Com- 
tiModer  of  ihe  Army,  lo  freight  our  flour,  trans- 
port our  goodi,  and  aell  oar  horsei.  If  these  facts, 
stated  in  the  docunieots,  are  true,  on  that  grouod, 
if  on  no  other,  we  oughl  to  prosecute  the  inquiryj 
aod  ascenain  whether  money  ii  thus  to  be  drawn 
from  the  Treasury  contrary  to  the  Constitution, 
and  to  law. 

Tb. 
cided 

Tiu—Joseph  AHn,  Lemuel  J.  AMon,  WiTIU  Al- 
ston, jr.,  Eaakid  Baeon,  Wittiam  T.  Banr,  Barwall 
Bassatt.  WiUian  W.  Bibb,  Al>^  Bigalow,  Daniel 
BlainMl,  JaasM  BrMkcniidgv,  WUliaai  A.  BnrwaU, 
WiUism  Batter,  John  C.  Cbaisbailaiii,  WiUwm  Cfaain- 
beilio,  Epaphroditna  Chain[Hini,  MsiIIb  Chittfniles, 
UowsU  Cohb,  Jama  Cochian,  Bichard  Cutis,  Joha 
Daveopart,  jnniar,  Joseph  Dashs,  William  GIt,  Jamss 
EmaU,  Mashsck  FraOkUD,  Banillai  Uanoett,  David  S. 
Gailsod,  Thomas  OholsOD,  Charles  Oolilsboiough,  Pe- 
terson QoodiTjn,  Tbomu  R.  Gold,  Bdwia  Gray,  Dan.- 
id  Heister,  Jouuhan  H.  Hubbard,  Ebcneier  Uanting- 
ton,  Richard  JackiM,  jr.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  Thomsa  Ksnan,  William  Konnady,  Harman 
Kniekerbacker,  Josspb  Lewis,  jr,  Robert  La  Roy  Lit. 
ingston,  Nathaniel  Mscon,  Vincent  Matthews,  AT<Ai- 
bald  MeBrjde,  Samnel  HcKee,  Pleasant  M.  MUler, 
WiUam  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.Moaslsj.Oaidm  B.  Mum- 
fcrd,  Thomas  Nowlon.  John  Nidwboo,  Jesmfa  Pear. 
son,  Timoth7  Pithln,  jr.,  Pelar  B.  Portar,  Blisha  R. 
PoUai,  JoMab  <JaiiK7.  John  Rea  of  PennsylTania, 
Thomas  BamtnOBa,  Adam  Ssjbert,  Ssolal  Bheffir, 
Dennis  8«el^  OaMge  Smith.  Joha  Bnith,  Samuel 
Bmidi,  Jamea  StMfbaiiaen,  Lewis  B.  Stnrgss,  Jacob 
Bwoepa,  Bwnuel  Taggait,  Banjamin  Talhoadga,  John 
Thompaeo,  Geono  H.  Troop,  Charies  Tmnar,  jonior, 
Archibald  Van  Horn,  Kitlisn  K.  Van  KensMilBeT,  Bo- 
bert  Weakley,  Labsn  Wbeaton,  James  Wilson,  and 
Bobert  WitbeTspoon^-79. 

Msts— Wiffiam  Aaderson,  Da»!d  Bard,  Adam  Bojd, 
Robert  Brews,  Joaeph  CsJhoiin,  William  Crawfbrd, 
WiUiam  Pindlsy,  JMaihan  Fiak,   WiUam  Halm*, 
lllbCoir.  3dS£3t.'lfl 


Samoel  L.  Mjidiilt,  Jolm  Mtmtgomery,  Nicbolaa  B. 
Moore,  TboBea  Moore,  Joha  Porter,  John  Rbea  of 
Tcnnesaea,  Matthias  Richan^  Samoel  Ringgold,  John 
Boaoo,  Biaatoa  Root,  Ebeneur  ^e,  John  A.  Scod- 
der,  Ebennsr  SesTSr,  Samuel  Bhaw,  John  BmiliSh 
Henry  Southard,  Ridtard  SUnfbrd,  John  Taylor,  Uti 
Tracy,  RobeU  WbitefaitI,  Richard  Winn,  aod  Robert 
Wright— »9. 

Mr.  Taocp,  Mr.  Saob,  Mr.  Wilson,  and  Mr. 
Bukokehbidqs,  were  then  appointed  ihe  cooi- 


W&DNBan*i,  Decembei  19, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAamm, 

Ordered,  That  the  petitions  of  Amilie  Biig»- 
Qie  Beaunuircbais,  heir  and  rap reseota live  of  the 
laie  Caron  de  Beaomarchais,  dMcased,  by  J.  4- 
Cbevallio,  her  altoniey,  presented  the  iweoir- 
founb  of  Daoeinber,  1805,  and  the  second  of  Apnij 
IBOO;  together  with  the  Message  of  the  sixiQ  o( 
February,  1807,  from  the  President  of  the  Uoitei 
Slates,  and  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
of  the  foorteenib  of  December,  1807,  upon  the 
subject  of  ihe  claim  of  ibe  said  refireteniative, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claim*. 

Mr.  John  Shitb  presented  a  peiiijon  of  Jobfa 
Brumbach  and  others,  of  the  State  of  Virginia, 
staling,  that,  in  consequence  of  the  lenewal  of 
the  paieui  granted  to  Olirer  Evans,  fur  an  ini- 
provemeni  In  milli  for  manufaciufiog  flour,  they 
ha-ve  been  and  will  be  subjected  I o  much  incoa- 
venience  and  expense  in  haviog,  after  ihe  expira- 
tion and  pcior  lo  the  renewal  of  the  patent,  usejl 
the  said  ImproTemeBt,  and  praying  that  Congress 
will  exempt  Ihem,  and  all  oihers  »imitsrly  siioa- 
led,  from  all  damages  wbieh  tbe  Mid  Bvans  may 
reeorer  sgainii  them,  and  that  they  may  continue 
to  use  the  said  improrement  free  of  expense. — 
Referred  lo  the  commitiee  appointed,  on  the 
twelfth  insiaol,  to  inquire  what  alieration*  are 
necessary  in  the  acia  respecting  paientt. 

Mr;  MoBBow,  from  ibe  Commitiee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  presented  a  bill  proridinf^  for  the  &atl 
adjustment  of  claims>io  lands,  and  for  the  sale  of 
tbe|Hiblii]  lands  in  tbe  Territories  of  Orleans  and 
Louisiana ;  which  were  read  Iwiee  and  eommit- 
ted  to  a  Cummiilee  of  the  Whole  on  Friday  oeM. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Jan  rim  on, 

Jtetolved,  That  a  eommiilee  be  appoioled  ta 
inquire  into  ibe  expediency  of  extending  the  Uni- 
ted States'  road  from  Vioceoaes,  Indiana  Terri- 
lory,  10  the  Western  boundarjr  of  the  county  of 
Dearborn,  in  the  said  Terriiory,  so  as  to  meet  the 
Stale  road  from  Chilicothe,  in  the  Stale  of  Ohio^ 
to  the  Western  boundary  of  said  State;  with 
leave  to  report  thereon  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  JsHNiHGe,  Mr.  Kkickebbackeb,  and  Mr. 
Tbohpsok,  were  then  appointed  tbe  said  com- 

Mr.  Eppxa,  from  the  Oommiilee  of  Ways  and 
M^ans,  to  whom  was  referred  the  President^ 
Meisage  of  the  twelfih  instant,  presented  a  bill 
making  an  additional  a|iprupriation  to  supply  a 
deficiency  in  tbe  appropriaiioo  for  the  teller  and 
protection  of  diatretaedAmeneaaeeamen}  which 
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wm*  mi  twice  sod  comiBitled  lo  ■  Commitiee 
of  the  Whole  on  Friday  nest. 

Mr.  RpFEB.  from  tbe  nine  committee,  also 
pteMiiled  a  bill  to  coDiiDae  in  foraej  for  a  further 
time,  the  firet  lectJon  of  the  act,  enlitlvd  "An  aet 
further  to  protect  the  commerce  aad  ■eatnen  of 
the  United  Slain  against  the  Darbcrv  Powers ;" 
which  wag  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Friday  next. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Taocr  be  excused  from 
fetTing  on  the  coramiLtee  appointed  yesteri^y,  to 
inquire  into  the  conduct  of  General  Jamet  Wilk- 
iiiH)n,aD(I  that  Mr.  Bibb  beappointed  in  his  place. 
'  A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Lote,  thai  the 
House  do  come  to  the  fallowing  rvsoltilioB : 

Raohetl,  That  the  BecraUij  of  th«  Treunry  be  di- 
tected  to  1*7  before  thie  Bailee  infbcmetion,  fini,  of  the 
•tDOunt  of  debts  dne  from  individual*  and  bodice  cor- 
Boiela  to  the  Bank.of  tbe  United  Btatee,  dtetinguishiDg 
UM  emeant  due  bj  boed,  mortgage,  or  other  ipedaKy, 
ftom  that  payable  by  nalca,  bills  of  exchange,  or  other 
■otety,  not  nndei  seal  to  the  said  bank  end  its  bivuJiee, 
and  whet  portion  of  said  debts  an  oomidered  ee  tfand- 
iof  accommodation  lo  the  cnstomete  of  eaid  bank  and 
its  branclMs:  Second,  of  the  anonnt  of  natee  of  the 
said  bank  and  ill  brancbea  now  in  drculatioD  1  Thirdly, 
whether  the  reveoae  of  the  United  Btatee,  or  what 
poitioni  of  it,  are  ordered  (o  be  deposited  in  the  said 
bank  end  it*  branchea;  whether  any  portion  of  it  is 
ordered  to  bo  ilepoailed  in  other,  aiiJ,ir*«,  whet  other 
banks;  and  what  will  be  the  probable  amonnt  of  de- 
positee in  fevor  of  the  United  states,  inanyof  the  said 
'  banks  or  their  brsncbes,  end  which  of  them,  on  the 
flret  day  of  Mardi,  in  the  yearoaethontand  eight  hun- 
dred and  elsTen. 


Mr.  QoLD.  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  fourteenth  instant,  presented  abill  to  authorize 
tbe  Secretary  of  War  to  ascerlaia  and  settle,  by 
the  appoiDlment  of  Commiwonen,  the  exterior 
line  of  the  public  land  at  West  Point,  with  tbe 
adjoining  proprieior ;  which  naa  read  twice  and 
committed  to  a  Commitieeof  the  Whole  to-mor- 
«w. 

>  Mr.  EppEB  presented  to  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  Slate  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  of  the  applicatioo  of  the  mo- 
neys appropriated  for  (he  relief  and  proteciioa  of 
diitrened  American  seamen  ;  whlcli  was  read, 
■nd  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Van  Horh,  from,  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  presieoted  a  bill  for  con- 
tinuing tbe  cbirier  of  the  Bank  of  Alexandria,  in 
the  District  of  Columbia ;  which  was  read  twice 
and  eommitted  (o  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
OD  Friday  next. 

Tbe  House  resolred  iisetf  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  OD  the  bill  fixing  the  compensation 
of  the  additional  Assistant  Postmaster  Qeneral. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  the  hlanit  in  the  bill 
,for  the  salary  was  filled  with  "81,S00." 

Tbe  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  as 
.  amended ;  which  was  ordered  to  be  eitgiossed  for 
a  third  leadiDg. 


8TATB  OF  THE  ARMY. 

Mr.  NiwToii  said  it  would  be  recolleeicd  that 
the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  at  the  last 
eeseion,  lo  ioqaire  into  the  cause  or  eatisee  of  tbe 
mortality  in  the  erm^  at  New  Orleao^  owing  to 
tbetate  hour  at  which  it  bad  been  iottodaeed 
(ibe  S7ih  April,)  we*  not  aeted  upon;  he  would, 
therefore,  move  that  the  report  be  referred  to  a 
Commitiee  of  ibe  whole  House.— Agreed  to,  67 
to  17. 

Mr.  Bmilib  hoped  that  the  rote  on  the  refer- 
ence might  be  reconsidered;  as  he  consid^ed  it 
a  procedure  totally  without  precedent,  thai  an 
anfioisbed  act  of  the  last  session  ehould  be  made 
the  subject  of  reference  in  this  informal  way. 

On  this  question  of  order,  considerable  debate 
look  place;  in  which  Messrs.  SmuB,  Prmii, 
WaioBT,  Tatlob,  W.  Alaton.  end  SouTBaaa, 
advocated  the  reconsideration,  and  Messra.  Nbv- 
TON,  MiLNOB,  «Dd  HiLLiR,  oppoaed  it.  The 
question  wae  decided  in  faTOr  of  reconsideratioa, 
49  to  39. 

Tbe  question  being  lakeo  oa  the  reference  oC 
the  report  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  it  was 
loet 

Mr-  Newton  mored  to  refer  iiio  a  eeleeteona- 

Tbis  motion  was  declared  to  iiaiid  on  the 
fame  gronod  in  point  of  order  as  a  motion  to 
refer  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Nevyon  ihen^  introduced  the  followii^ 
Tetoluti^a: 

JlesoJwA  That  a  couDiiHee  be  eppnnted  to  inquire 
into  the  eaaee  «r  eaiwes  whkii  peednBed  the  great 
mortality  in  tbe  detachment  of  the  AiMy  of  the  Untied 
Stales,  elatioMd  at  New  Orleans,  and  that  tht?  !»*• 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  pepera. 

Hr.  Tatlob  mored  an  amendment  to  tbe 
resolution,  which  went  to  refer  tbr  consideratiaa 
of  this  subject  to  ibe  committee  yeaterday  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  eoodvet  of  Qeneral 
Wilhineon.  He  made  this  motion  with  a  riew, 
ae  Oeneral  Wilkinson  wna  erideatly  as  much 
the  object  of  this  innuiry  as  of  the  other,  that 
two  eommilleea  should  not  sit  at  the  same  time 
for  the  same  purpose;  that  two  torturing  irons 
should  not  be  applied  to  Ibe  riclita  at  the  same 
time.  Messrs.  nEwTOH,  Fcndlkt,  and  Bacoe, 
opposed  tbe  amendment  offered  hy  Mr.  Tatlob, 
on  the  ground  that  the  sahjects  of  inquiry  were 
separate  and  distinct.    It  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  oa  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Newton 
was  decided  in  iu  faror,  yeas  66;  and  a  comniU- 
tee  of  seren  wasappoinied. 

Mr.  Nbwtok,  Mr.  Cochbam,  Mr.  Winn,  Mr. 
MtiNroBo,  Mr.  Cbawfobd,  and  Ur.  Chahpioh, 
were  then  aj^poioted  a  committee,  puaoant  to  tbe 
said  resolution. 

Thursdat,  December  20. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  JE[niiE(oa,lbat  the 
House  do  come  to  the  following  reiolutioiu: 

Rttataed,  That  it  is  expedleat  that  the  Esecntire 
anthoritiea  of  tbe  several  States  and  Tatriteriss,  of  the 
United  States,  tsspeetiTriy,  should  be  alUlMiiasd  and 
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Awiendment  l6  the  Oonttitvtbm, 


diracliad,  %j  hir,  to  ipprahetid,  aemra?  «nd  dcGrer  to 
tb«  GowMBOt  of  th*  IndiMW  TBoitmry,  fiir  tha  tinw  be- 
ing, or  hii  afent.  any  hgitiTC  or  fufiHrai  ftont  Jq» 
tioe,  epon  daautd  bemf  BUkda  (rfthe  EiMntn*  ulbor- 
it7  of  a»f  nch'  SM*  or  TbtHIm;  to  whidi  asBh  fag'- 
«iT«  or  fagiliiM  ihtU  1im»  i»d,  nd  v '-^-- 


deioMided  with  hariog  oamDiittcd  tiawon,  foUm;, 
othei  crime,  within  tha  joiudictiao  sf  tba  una. 

JZeaolMrf,  AbMM,  That  it  U  Ufwdicnt  Ibat  any 
panon  holding  an  o&ce  ar  offioaa  of  fottl  at  tniat 
from  tha  Goveoioc  tf  th*  Indiiuu  TmHorj,  Ooilica* 
of  th«  peace  and  militia  ^kata  exc«f  led,)  ahimid  In 
by  law,  declared  inoligible  to  and  diaqiiaUfted  to  act  i 
either    the  Honae   of  Bepieaenta^aa  or  Legialalii 
Council  of  Mud  Territon,  aa  member*  Iheieol^  until 
atich  office  or  officn  dull  hare  been  rMtgned,  and  inch' 
commiasion,  with  the  reugnadon,  ihatl  ha>e  been  trani- 
mitlcd  to  the  offlea  of  the  Secretaty  of  the  Teitiloij 

The  reaalatioD  was  md,  and  ordered  to  lii 
thtt  table. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  fix  the  compeaMtio 
the  ftdditioeal  Aulsunt  Postmuier  General  vat 
read  the  tbird  lime,  aod  psisied. 

The  House  reaaWed  itself  iotoaCaiBmittee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  ibe  bill  for  the  relief  of 
George  Armroyd  and  Compan;. 

No  ataendmeat  being  made,  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  thiid  tiioe  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Yin  Hobn.  from  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Golamoia,  presented  a  bill  to  ineorpo- 
nte  the  aubscriber*  to  the  Bank  of  Waihington ; 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Cora- 
mlKee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  BaBiBTT,  from  the  committee  appointed 
the  nineteenth  jnstant,  preseoied  a  bill  to  locot- 
poraie  the  Protestant  Kpiicopal  Church  in  the 
town  of  Alexandria ;  which  was  read  twice  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Taeidaf  neii. , 

AMENDMBNT  TO  THE  CONBTITtlTIOH. 

On  moiloa  of  Hr.  MaooN)  ibe  Hooae  retolved 
itwif  into  a  Cornmlitee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  UnibB,  on  the  motion  introdyeed  bv  Hr. 
Magow,  for  adding  to  the  Oonititution  the  fol- 
lowing article ; 

'■No  Senator  or  Repnaentetrre,  after  baring  taken 
Ua  Beat,  AaU,  daring  dt«  time  for  which  he  wm 
dected,  be  eligible  to  any  oirll  appointment  under  the 
BMhority  of  the  United  Btalaa,  nor  sball' any  person 
be  eligible  to  anj  sneh  appoiatmant  until  (he  expiiv 
liott  of  tha  Preaidaitial  term,  during  which  aueh  per> 
aon  diill  hare  been  f  Senator  ar  RepteaenlaClTe." 

Hr.  Rhba  aaid  that  (his  amendment  wonld 
go  to  cutiail  (he  piiTilefres  of  oar  citizen*,  and 
to  introduce  an  ionovation  of  ibe  Constitution. 
For  these  two  ample  reacona  he  moved  to  amend 
it  br  striking  out  the  following  words:  "nor 
•hall  an;  peraon  be  eligible  ta  aov  snch  appoint- 
ment nntil  the  expiration  of  the  Presidential 
term,  daring  which  such  person  shall  hare  been 
a  Senator  or  Repreeentttire." 
Ur,  Hadok  defended  bU  piopiMiliOit  SDd  op* 


posed  Mr.  Rbea's  motion.  He  said  that  the  ob- 
jection  to  his  propoaition  becanse  it  was  new, 
was  not  sonad,  if  the  motion  was  reasooable  in 
iiHlf.  The  amendment  went  to  complete  the 
intention  of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution, 
which  was  that  no  member  of  Coofress  should 
be  appoitited  to  anj'  office.  It  woold  preveot 
pa ri^  spirit  from  going  too  far  for  office;  from 
making  places  when  going  oot  of  office,  to 
aecnre  to  itself  some  sort  of  power  in  other  de- 

Cirlmeots,  when  it  could  not  retain  it  in  the 
(fislaiure.  As  to  depriving  men  of  their  right 
by  coming  to  Coagrest,  it  was  an  emplj  irga- 
ment;  according  to  which  the  Constitution  <le- 

Erired  men  of  Ibeir  right  by  prohibiting  a  mem- 
it  from  holding  aq  office  whilst  in  lhalca|Mei(]r,' 
or  from  terving  in  any  office  created  while  he 
was  a  member.  But  in  what  tespeei  would  tbia 
restriction  aHecl  the  commnnilyT  Could  not 
offices  as  well  be  filled  out  of  Congress  aa  in  it? 
Congress  had  already  legislated  as  far  as  in  their 
power  on  this  subject  by  passing  a  law  to  pre- 
~  ;Bt  contractors  from  hpldiog  a  scat  on  ihi!  floor. 
The  independence  of  (be  L*glslalore  was  the 
object  If  there  was  do  coTeioueness  of  office,  if 
human  nature  wa*  perfect,  we  should  want  no 
law*.  But  laws  become  neeessary  to  check  the 
frailitfes  of  our  nature,  and  this  provision  would 
aerve  to  repress  the  inordinate  desire  of  man  for 
offiee.  Inileed,  said  he,  it  is  aa  necessary  almost 
to  guard  agamst  a  virtue  as  against  a  vice. 
Take  the  ease  of  h  man  who  has  long  been  in 
Congrees,  whose  worth  all  acknowledge,  about 
to  retire,  and  we  know  that  he  has  not  where- 
withal to  support  himself— we  should  almost, 
forgetting  our  duty  to  the  Oonsiilntion,  be  wil- 
liDK  to  make  a  place  expressly  for  him. 

Mr.  M.  said,  it  appeared  to  him  that  nothing 
could  be  more  incorrect,  as  related  to  the  inde- 
pei>deBce  of  the  Lo^ialature,  than  for  men  to  be 
sitting  here,  knowing  that  when  they  retired 
they  were  lo  have  an  office.  Knowing  that  they 
were  to  hare  it,  was  not  worse  than  wishing  to 
have  it;  because  in  either  case  the  independence 
of  the  eipe«taat  was  destroyed.  The  practice  of 
bestowing  offices  on  members  of  the  Legislature 
had  already  oblaineil  to  an  extent  not  before 
kaown.    It  was  a  practice  pleasing  to  members, 

id  it  wonld  grow.  Suppose  any  member  want- 
.  an  appoiotOient,  and  should  go  to  his  friend* 
and  get  recommendations  from  twenty,  thirty,  or 
forty  of  them.  Would  it  not  operate  almost  as  a 
command  on  the  ExeetjtiTe,  when  he  saw  a  ma- 
jority of  the  Legislature  declaring  that  this  tnaa 
ought  to  have  an  office?    If  be  were  lo  refuse  h« 

ould  soon  feel  the  consequences. 

Believing  the  purity  of  tbe  Legislainre  to  de- 

Ceod  on  the  existence  of  such  a  proTision  as  he 
ad  proposed,  Mr.  M.  said,  he  could  not  consent 
to  strike  it  out.  Everything,  said  he,  depends  on 
tbe  Legislature.  Make  the  members  of  the  Le- 
gislature office-hunters,  and  yon  make  the  nation 
so.  If  the  Executive  archives  could  be  consulted, 
it  wonld  be  seen  that  the  applications  for  office 
in  the  natim  at  large  bad  progressed  much  in 
""   — .proportiota  aa  those  from  the  membera 


IV  Google 


46S 


mSTORT  OF  OONOEESS. 


456 


of  CoDf  rem.  And  i*  it  not  Bilural,  sir,  ikat  the 
people  who  MDd  a  nian  to  Congresi,  ttt'ing  hhn 
proTided  viib  a  mug  place,  ivouIdwaDt  the  tame 
tbinc?  I  am  witling  lo  extead  ihe  priociple;  I 
«n  almost  willing:  ">  ^o  as  far  as  upon  tbe  jury 
prJDeJpIe  in  iriati  far  life.  I  am  willing  not  onl; 
lo  FXcIude  oursrIvK,  but  to  exclude  our  liiadrcd. 
Could  BBytbinKbe  more  nioniffiDg,  Mr,  M.  atlt- 
ed,  ihaD  lo  sie  evrry  liiil^.appotaitaent  in  the 
natioD  fiiTenioibe  Legislature?  Tu  bim  ilwas 
a  moitii'j'iDg  circnmiiaDce.  He  could  ineniion 
namer;  but  ihal  It  wan  always  ^ainrul  to  bim  lo 
do  so.  He  bad  ceen  this  piactrce  growing  wilb 
onr  growth;  and,  if  not  ctecked,  it  would  come 
10  be  one  of  ihe  greatest  of  evils.  If  the  geDlle- 
'  niBD  from  TeaDeii»e  could  demonsirate  ihil 
there  was  sucb  a  poTeriy  of  latent  io  the  naiios, 
Ihsi,  by  itte  exeiuaion  of  memben  of  Congiew 
from  iffice,  the  busiues*  of  the  uaiion  would  be 
arrested,  bt  would  vole  fui  his  molioD,  and  not 
otherwise. 

It  bad  been  laid  that  the  proposed  amendment 
to  the  Conniilniion  went  to  depritethe  ciiizm  of 
hisr^bL  It  appeared  to  Mr.  M.  that  this  rieht 
ofcfficewas  not  a;  good  thitiif.  He  knew  that 
BO  man  in  the  Home  wav  farther  from  offioe- 
buutin^  iban  the  genlleioaD  who  made  the  mo- 
lion— his  remark  applied  to  the  subject,  and  had 
DO  particular  applicaiion  lo  men.  If  eiperieoce 
bad  not  coDviuced  genilemen  that  somethiog 
waated  doing,  he  decpaired  of  convincing  them. 
He  hdped  the  motion  would  not  be  agreed  to. 

Hr.  Bovn  said  that  of  the  Republican  princi- 
ples of  the  gentleman  last  up,  ha  had  no  doubt; 
but  ibeee  principles  night  be  carried  too  far  to 
aupport  themstlvei.  Tbe  gentlemao's  argumeoi 
•upposed  that  ibe  ability  of  those  peraous  sent 
here  being  known  to  the  Pieaident,  ihey,  there- 
fore, ought  not  to  be  appointed  10  office.  The 
'  argumeni  wa>,  becaose  a  person  was  recommend- 
ed to  oSice  by  the  best  men  in  the  nation,  hr 
ought,  therefore,  cot  to  be  appointed.  It  went 
upon  the  supposition  ibai  the  Presideui,  an  offi- 
cer chosen  from  Ibe'people  for  hissuperior  ririue, 
vould  appoint  venallv.  But  let  us  beware,  said 
Mr.  B,,  uf  linkeriDg  the  Constiiniion,  From  Ihe 
Tery  tnDoratian  wnich  the  amendment  proposea. 
I  should  oppose  it ;  because  it  ii  necessary  to  the 
life  and  vigor  of  the  Coaatituiion  that  we  med- 
dle with  it  a*  little  as  possible.  By  sofrequeotly 
khering  the  Constitution,  we  shall  keep  the  peo- 
ple in  a  perpetual  ferm«nt,  not  knowing  whether 
they  have  a  polar  alar  or  not. 

Mr.  Bdrweul  consider«d  the  part  propoaed  to 
be  struck  out  as  the  moat  valuable  pan  of  tb« 
amendment.  If  that  were  sirDck  out,  there 
weotd  be  hardly  any  part  of  it  worth  retaining. 
This  question,  he  said,  was  particularly  fortunate 
for  those  composing  the  majority  of  Congresa. 
Ii  furnished  them  an  opportunity  to  convince  ibe 
world  at  large,  that  they  were  not  governed  by 
mercenary  moiivesj  that  the  coone  they  pursued 
was  dictated  by  their  judgment  alDne.  What 
could  tend  more  lo  reconcile  all  parties  ir  ''" 
nation,  ihau  a  perfect  confidence  that  no  sin 
moiivea  governed  the  vote  of  any  member  of  this 


HouseT  And  who  could  charge  any  member 
with  corrupt  motives  wben  tbe  Con  alt  tu  lion  had 
precluded  him  from  offiee?    Thiswas  indeed  an 


they  supportetf  the  present  or  future  Prendent  of 
the  United  Btaies ;  sod  that,  in  gi*iD|;  iheir  suf- 
fra^  for  a  President,  Ihey  were  not  influenced 
by  tnterested  motives.  Mr.  fi.  waa  willing  him* 
self  to  give  this  pledge. 

The  objeetioD  of  ibe  gentlemaD  from  Tenne*- 
tee  tbal  inis  provision  would  abridge  tbe  privile- 
ges of  ibe  members,  was  entitled  to  very  liula 
weight  indeed.  The  Constitution  had  already 
in  this  way  abridged  their  privileges.  It  hid 
already  disqualilied  Ihe  meraben  of  Congress  n 
a  cer,iain  degree  from  holding  office ;  thia  propon-  . 
lion  went  to  extend  the  principle.  The  strength 
of  a  Government  like  this  depends  io  a  great 
degree  on  the  confidence  of  the  people  in  those 
who  for  the  lime  being  control  its  operations. 
He  trusted  that  a  majority  of  this  House  would 
prove  to  the.  people  and  to  the  world  that  ihev 
were  governed  bv  ibe  purest  motives.  He  catlea 
[he  ellenlino  of  the  House  to  the  Brilith  Qovcra- 
ment.  Was  it  not  notorioua,  he  asked,  that  who- 
ever was  prime  minister  could  always  conmiand 
a  majority  in  ParlismeotT  Had  it  Dot  been  fre* 
quenily  seen  that  men  one  day  in  a  small  roluor- 
ity,  could  the  next  day,  when  raised  to  office, 
wield  a  msjorily  of  tbe  same  men  as  bad  beforo 
opposedtbemi  What  didibisariiefroni?  Was 
it  not  from  the  influence  of  the  Treasury,  not  ' 
only  on  ibe  borough  pan  of  the  House  ofCom- 
moDS,  but  on  that  part  elected  by  the  people 
ibemselvefi.  the  Qovermeot  in  the  taller  case  act- 
ing not  only  on  the  Representative  but  on  tbe 
people  whom  be  represented  T  This  example 
showed  the  importance  of  guarding  at  an  early 
day  against  a  similar  corrupiina  here. 

There  was  but  a  single  objection,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  Mr.  B.,  to  the  adoption  of  Ihe  resolution — 
that  gentlemen  who  were  members  of  the  House, 
whose  talents  and  personal  deportment  might  bt 
kaown  to  tha  Executive,  mign I  adrantageonily 
be  selected  to  office.  But  could  the  Bxecuiin 
have  a  thorough  knowledge  of  sueb  personal 
Were  there  not  reasons  to  induce  ifaem  to  bids 
their  motives  and  character,  and,  desiring  office, 
to  regulate  everrthing  they  said  or  did  by  their 
views  Id  that  object?  Mr.  B,  said,  he  bad  him- 
self supposed  that  talenCB  were  dispersed  in  tjnj 
part  of  tba  Union,  and  thai  nolfaicg  was  mora 
absurd  than  to  suppoae  that  only  one  individual 
in  the  nation  was  competent  to  fill  any  office 
Characters  for  office  might  he  found  in  ever^ 
pan  of  tbe  nation  equallyasfit  and  as  well  qnali- 
fled  as  tboae  who  came  bete.  Another  eonsidei^ 
alien  had  great  weight  with  him.  Howerec 
tbe  Constitution  might  have  guarded  against ib« 
inftuenoe  of  menibers  of  Congress,  it  was  neveiv 
Ibeless  a  fact  that  members,  ^m  their  situaiioD 
and  knowledge  of  the  nation  at  large  bad  more 
inBuet^ce  than  any  individusla  scattered  througli 
tbe  country. '  There  were  few  men  of  so  much 
celebrity,  ao  great  lalenta,  whose  Uaitaeeadant 
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wrih  WIS  to  nnerallf  teknowledged  that  ih^ 
were  wxitDBlftlif  knowQ  ihroagh  the  ooramUDiif . 
There  mi  learoely  bb  individaal,  ibtl  h»d  not 
been  id  Ctmcreu,  ibal  w*i  Icqowd  out  of  (he 
State  in  wbicK  he  resided.  What  w«i  more  iro- 
portaal,  be  uked,  io  the  seteetioii  of  a  penoit  to 
fill  ibe  Chief  Migialraer,  than  to  nake  tbe  meoi' 
ben  uf  CoDgreM  as  impartial  ai  pouible,  and  lo 
induoe  ibem  lo  ioquire  eccuralilf  into  the  char- 
aeter  of  the  peraoa  |ir«p«wd  for  that  bigh  office^ 
Thia  wai  a  time,  ia  ku  opinion,  wmq  they 
ahould  foriify  theniaelre*  agaiaii  tbe  danger  ap- 
pMheuded,  and  justly  appreheoded,  hy  the  gea- 
tieman  from  North  CaroliiM.  Mr.  B.  Mid  he 
hoped  there  was  virtue  cootigb  in  this  Hoqae  lo 
sajaction  Ihia  priaeiple,  altboDgh  the  gentleman 
fram  Teonessee  Hippo*cd  it  woald  abridge  the 
priTitegca  of  the  eiiizen.    ' 


I  wBi  ■  pnneipK 
f  of  ibis  House  roi 


irbicb  might  •eflore  the  pui 

many  years  to  come.    He  hoped,  therefore,  the 

■DiRndment  would  not  sacceed, 

Mr.  Rbba  said  he  fell  biraself  under  coDsidcr- 
•ble  oUigafioDS  to  the  Keoilemau  from  North 
CarolinaTor  einnpiing  him  from  the  eharge  of 
otfiee-huniing.  He  did  not  know  that  be  should 
ever  ask  for  or  hold  an  oSee  under  the  Qo*ern- 
meot ;  b«t  tbai  would  not  prevent  hint  from  say- 
ing wliat  hetbousht  on  this  sobject.  A  mate- 
rial obieclion  againtt  this  proposition  was  one 
which  Aad  not  yet  been  noticed.  If  it  became  a 
part  of  tbe  Cunslimiion,  it  would  eoDsiaotlv 
create  a  powerrul  league  among  inflaecilial  cilt- 
zens,  against  tbe  Presideot  of  the  United  States, 
combined  to  gel  htm  oat  as  soon  as  possible. 
The  frame rs  ofthe  Constituiiou  bad  completed 
this  matter,  u  fkr  ■■  neeessBry,  by  declaring  that 
no  members  of  Congress  should  be  eligible  to 
■ay  office  ereated.  or  the  emoluments  whereof 
had  been  raised  auriog  the  lime  for  which  h« 
was  elected.  He  had  no  objectious  to  that  part 
of  tbe  resoiaiion  which  went  on  ihat  ground ; 
bat  he  believed  it  ihoald  be  wttb  serious  deliber- 
ation ibat  anytbiog  tike  tbe  remainder  of  the 
propoaitioD  was  adopted.  He  was  willing,  with- 
out seeriBelng  hia  idea*  of  propriety  and  ezpedi* 
eacy,  to  leave  to  tbe  world  to  judge  of  the  pro- 
priety  ofhiamotires.  The  voieoo  tfiisproposiiion 
would  be  but  a  bad  criterion.  His  condaci  sbould 
be  Jud^  by  his  rotes  in  general,  and  not  on  this 
proposition,  if  sneb  a  vote  at  thia  wasio  purify 
all  bad  qualities,  tbe  Legitlaturt  which  bad  taken 
tbe  head  of  Charles  ibe  First,  alluded  to  by  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  might  bare  pass- 
ed this  vote,  and  ihu*  absolved  tbemsclvc*  of  ibe 
wrong  the^  had  done.  If  ibey  went  on  in  this 
,  way  altering  the  ConslitBlion,  ila  form  would 
IQ  tine  be  so  maob  changed  that  the  people 
woaldnotrecognisait.  Instead  of  ttrengibening 
tbe  prineiples  of  freedom,  ibey  might  befritterea 
away  till  tbey  were  lost  in  chaos.  Ameodmeoia 
ought  to  be  made  with  a  sparing  hand.  In  the 
O[naion  of  Mr.  R.  the  present  mode  of  election 
secured  the  purity  of  ine  House  as  far  as  the 

Sintlemaa  could  desire.    There  were  but  two 
tales  ia  the  Union  in  whiah  Representatives 
irere  not  elected  loag  before  their  lerm  of  *er- 


viee  commenced;  during  (be  whole  of  which 
lime  of   probation  they   were    precladed  from 

Mr.  Shilib  made  some  observaiions  favorahle 

the  motion  of  Mr.  Micon.  He  thought  tbe 
parity  of  ibe  rcpreseBtailve  body  was  eKSentialto 
the  eiiitenae  of  the  Goverameot;  ihni  the  exelu- 
from  office  established  by  the  Consijiuiion 
was  not  tnffic lent,  tbe  abuses  now  being  nearly 
as  great  as  if  no  such  exclusion  existed — for 
there  was  hot  little  difference  in  priociplc  be- 
tween a  man's  aceepitng  an  office,  while  a  mem- 
'  n,  and  his  expecting  to  receive  it  at  the  end  of 

e  two  years  be  bad  to  serve. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  RasA  was  negatived, 
yea«  13. 

Mr,  BaooN  suggested  some  amendment  in  the 
|thrBseotogy  of  tne  resolution^  and,  doubts  exist- 
ing on  Ibc  subject — 

On  motion,  tbe  Committee  rose,  and  the  reM-- 
luiionwB*.  on  ihe  suggestion  of  Mr.  SBarrar,  re- 
ferred to  a  select  com  mil  lee,  with  directions  to 
report  their  opinion  ibereon. 

Mr.  Macon,  Mr.  Pitkin,  Mr. Bacox, Mr.  Snar- 
rXT.  and  Mr.  MiTcBtLL,  were  then  appointed  tbe 
said  conmiiicf. 

Fbisax,  Deeember  31. 

Two  other  memben,  to  wit:  from  Virginia. 
Jorb  Glofton,  and  Walteb  Jones,  appearea 
and  took  their  seau)  a  new  member,  Ed  wtl: 
William  McKchley,  also  from  Virginia,  ap- 
peared, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

ba  motloa  of  Mr.  Sodtbabd, 

Setolveii,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  - 
inquire  into  tbe  propriety  of  passing  a  law  to 
prescribe  the  mode  of  taking  evidence  in  cases  nf 
eonlesied  eleetlous  for  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  Stales,  and  to  eoot- 
pel  Ihe  attendance  of  witnesses;  and  that  tba 
commiliee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  othet- 

Mr.  SotiTBABS,  Mr.  Lrvib,  and  Mr.  Tdbmbb, 
were  appointed. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Mobbow, 

Naoleed,  That  tbe  Comroitlee  on  the  PoUle 
Laada  be  instructed  to  inquire  iaio  the  proprieir 
of  providing,  by  law,  for  tbe  remoral  of  the  land 
office  at  Nashville,  and  tbe  land  office  at  CanlMi, 
so  ibat  Ibey  shall  respectively  be  kept  within  the 
distriets  for  which  they  were  eslabliabed;  and 
that  they  inquire  into  tbe  propriety  of  dispensi^ 
with  the  a  lien  dance  of  tbe  Qorernor  of  the  Mic 
siulppi  Tetritory,  at  the  public  sales  of  the  pub- 
lic land  in  ihedisirictSaat  of  Pearl  rirer,as  now 
directed  by  lawj  and  that  the  committee  report 
by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Pearson,  Mr.  Qcibct,  Mr.  Jebninob.  Mr. 
MoEm^  and  Mr.  Garland,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  reliefof  Oeor^e  Arm- 
royd  antT Company  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  MoBHow,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  praacatcd  a  bill  for  the  tenoral  oftha 
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land  office  eiliblUhed  at  Naihrille,  in  (be  Slate 
of  T«Dae«Ke,  aaJ  at  Caatoa  in  the  Suiie  of  Obio; 
mni  to  auihoiiie  the  register  aad  receirer  of 
pablie  moaeys  to  aaperiaieud  the  public  *&!««  of 
land  in  the  district  cast  of  Pearl  rirer;  which 
vu  read  twice  aod  committed  to  ■  Coatmiitee 
of  the  Whole  on  Hooday  next. 

Oa  motioa  of  Mr.  Baoon, 

RctoLved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  lo  lay  before  ibit  Houk  a  statement 
of  all  such  sums  as  may  bare  been  paid  to  the 
CodsuIb,  Vice  Consuls,  Commercial  Ageni*,  or 
Tice  Commercial  Agents  of  the  Uoiied  States  in 
Toreiga  countries,  by  the  masters  or  commanders 
of  Amerioao  vessek,  far  the  purpose  of  coniiilo- 
ling  a  fund  for  the  relief  af  destitute  American 
seamen  in  foreign  poils,  uader  the  third  section 
of  the  act  sunplemeniary  to  the  act  concerning 
Consuls  and  vice  Consuls,  passed  the  iwenty- 
Mghth  da^  of  February,  1803. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  S  wo  ope, 

Betoived,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
Suites  be  reijuested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this 
House  inch  information  as  he  may  potsess  rela- 
tive to  the  duties  as  at  present  imposed  by  the 
Emperor  of  France,  on  all  afticles,  the  importa- 
tion of  which  into  the  dominions  of  France  is 
permitted  on  board  of  American  vessels ;  and 
whether  aU  articles,  the  prorfuca  qfUu  American 
toii,  will,  on  their  esportaiuHi  from  tbe  United 
Slates^  oDtain  a  free  aamisuoa  into  the  ports  of 
Fiance;  and.if  no^  whatartieleaofstid  toodnoe 
«r«  prohibited. 

Mr.  Swoops  and  Mi.  Bi.atBi>CLL  were  apfxiinl- 
•d  a  committee  to  present  the  said  reiolalion  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States. 

On  motioa  of  Mr.  Vad  HoaN,  the  House  re- 
■ol*ed  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  44 
to  43,  on  the  bill  to  oontiuua  the  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  Alexandria. 

A  desaltoiy  discussion  arose  on  the  bill,  it  be- 
ing objected  to  it  that  it  barely  recited  the  title 
ofihe  law  which  it  was  proposed  lo  continue, 
wilhont  specifying  any  of  lia  ptorisions;  and 
^that  a  law  on  such  a  subject,  giving  exclusive 
'privileges  to  a  corporate  body,  should  be  enacud 
with  the  greatest  precisiou  and  eaulion. 

After  an  hour's  discussion,  in  which  Messrs. 
Love,  Tavloh,  Milnos,  Van  Hokn,  QniRoy, 
Tai-liiadoi:,  Baooii,  Suiut,  and  Lbwis  partook ; 
on  motion  of  Mr.  TayLOR,  the  Committee  roae 
and  reported  progress;  and,  leaye  to  sit  again 
being  refused,  the  bill  was  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eppeb,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
nuking  up  the  deficiency  in  the  appropriation  of 
1810,  for  the  relief  of  distressed  American  sea- 
men in  foreign  conniries.  After  some  detailed 
statements  from  Mr.  E.  of  the  objects  of  this  ex- 
penditure, the  blank  in  the  bill  for  (he  appropria- 
tion was  filled  with  675,&59  69. 

The  Committee  roae  and  reported  (he  bill, 
which  was  ordered  to  'be  engrossed  for  a  third 
leading. 

Oa  motioa  of  Mi.  ErPia,  the  Hotuw  leiolved 


itself  into  a  Coramiuee  of  tba  Whole  on  the  bill 
for  cootituiing  in  force  the  first  aectiiv  uf  kd  act 
entitled  ''An  act  further  to  proleet  ibe  commeiee 
and  seamen  of  the  United  States  againat  (be 
Barbaty  Powers." 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  with- 
out ameodment,  which  was  passed  to  a  thiri 
reading  without  opposition. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JnMNiNoa,  ibe  Honse  took 
up  for  considetalian  (be  resolution  offered  by  him 
yesterday. 

On  the  su^estion  of  Messrs.  Qvinct  aad 
pEas80M,tbe  resolution  was  soTaded  aa  to  refer 
the  subject  to  a  select  oommitiees  with  a  view  to 
embrace  an  inquiry  into  the  geoeral  sinte  of  tha 
laws  relative  lo  fugitives  from  jttstiee;  which,  it 
now  stated,  were  very  defective. 

Mr.  PEAfiaoH,  Mr.  &DINDI,  Mr.  JBMvmsB.Mr. 
MoKiM,  and  Mr.  GaaLAJti),  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

CUITDRE  OF  HEMF. 

Mr.  Sbepfe?  remarked  that  the  inlennption  of 
ctRnmerce  to  theB-iliic  had  given  a  apring  to  lie 
culture  of  hemp  in  this  country,  whictt  would  bt 
much  relaxed  if  the  coraiberce  should  be  opened. 
He  was,  he  said,  one  of  those  who  ,had  always 
considered  the  CDCOuragemeni  of  agricolture  aa 
one  of  the  first  objects  of  a  good  OovevDment. 
He,  therefore,  proposed,  with  a  view  to  ascertain 
bow  far  it  was  proper  lo  encouraga  the  coltuie 
of  hemp,  (o  offer  a  resolution  to  inquire  into  the 
subject*   He  did  not  know  how  far  it  would  be  pro- 

Krlo  adopt  the  measure  which  he  conteiaplnied ; 
'  was  not  advised  whether  the  culture  in  the 
United  Slates  was  sufficienifor  the  coosumpiiaa. 
If  ED,  be  should  feel  disposed  to  restrict  the  im- 
portation from  abroad.  The  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufaciures  would  be  beat  able  to 
ascertain  bow  far  it  was  proper  to  protect  the 
culture  of  our  own  raw  material.  He,  therefore, 
submitted  the  followiug  tesoluiion: 

Saoind,  That  tba  Couuittee  ot  OomaMscs  an4 
MsnnfiKbm*  ba  instsadad  to  inqnira  into  the  eipedi- 
eaej  of  •Dconragiog  lb*  cnltura  of  h*tn|h  b;  jvoUct- 
ing  impost  dnlias,  or  prohibithig  th«  impoHatioii  at 
that  sTBele  into  the  United  State* ;  aad  that  tha  Cob- 
mitlse  have  leave  to  report  bj  bill  or  othsrwiaa. 

Mr.  MiTCBii.1.  said  he  bad  do  inclination  to 
oppose  the  passage  of  the  resolution,  ita  object 
being  merely  to  taqaire;  and  resolutions  for  in- 
quiry, generally  speaking,  were  those  which,  »f 
all  others,  the  House  ought  to  pass.  He  would 
just  mention,  however,  his  perfect  coovictioa 
that  the  rexources  for  the  supply  of  this  article 
were  ample,  and  that  enough  coold  be  raised  on 
the  Genessee  fiats  and  Wallkill  river  in  the  Sl»t« 
of  New  York,  to  supply  ibe  north,  and  in  the 
State  of  Kentucky,  to  supply  the  South.  Tba 
interruption  of  cooimetce  with  the  Baltic,  crea- 
ted an  eitraordioary  price,  which  was  bouaty 
enough  for  the  present.  How  far  it  might  M 
necessary  to  extend  the  principle  duriDg  frea 
commerce,  he  did  not  say. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  without  a  divi- 
sion. 
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TtTLB  TO  LAMBB. 

Mr.  ViM  HoRit  presemed  the  memorial  of  the 
United  Wabaah  ■nd  liliooig  Company,  siaiiag, 
that  they  purcbiied  ceilaia  Unds  froiQ  itie  la- 
dians  JD  [hejetT  1773,  and  pnyiog  from  the  Uni- 
ted Slate*  ■  confirmaiioa  of  theii  title  to  tucti 
part  of  the  xame  ■•  Coogtvf  aball  deem  expedi- 
ent. Mr.  Var  H.  moved  to  lerer  the  nwaorial 
)o  the  (>mn>ittee  on  Public  LtndR. 
Mr.  McKiH  objeoied  to  the  rcfereoee  on  the 
toyod  that  it  wu  ■  aubject  on  which  Congren 
■d  freqiieaity  legnlaicd,  and  had  shown  ihcir 
indiBpoBitioo  to  comply  with  the  irlah»>  of  ibe 
laemorialiMi;  «Dd  that  it,  ihererere,  would  be  « 
waste  of  lime  to  refer  a  petition  on  the  principle 
of  which  the  Hbate  hsd  ni  freqnently  decided. 

Mr.  Taw  Horn  replied,  that  the  right  of  peti- 
tion wai  one  lecoted  to  erery  citizen  by  the 
Constitution;  and  that  the  House  was  bohud  to 
listen  to  their  prayers;  that  this  was  a  subject 
great  iroportanee  to  the  peiitioacm^  and  their 
claim  was  one  which  a  nommitlee  of  Congress 
bad  BD  far  recognif  eil,  in  1801 ,  as  to  reeommead  a 
comproibiK  of  it.  Qesidei,  ibe  rerereove  of  every 
petition  wa*  a  matter  of  course. 

The  refetenoe  as  propoeed  wa*  a|re«d  to. ' 
And,  OQ  moiion,  the  Houe  adjonratd  anlil 
Mdwlayi 

MonnAY,  December  84. 

Tlireeolber  membars,towii;  W114.1AM  Halb, 

from  New  Hanapabire;  BaiijAitiM  PtOKKAir  Jr., 

ffosi  MaaaachuAeiu;  and  Tbohab  NBWBeui,trom 

New  Jersey ;  appeared,  and  took  iheir  seata. 

Mr.  SatBeBT  preseoied  ■  petition  of  the  mem- 
ber* of  tl>e  Chamber  of  Commerce,  in  the  city  of 
PhilBdeiphia,prayingth«  renewal  ofihediaTier  of 
iocorporatioD  of  ibe  Beak  of  the  United  States.— 
Referred  to  the  committee  appaiDi?d,  no  the 
eighteenth  instant,  oa  the  petitinn  of  the  atock- 
bo)d«*  of  tfa«  said  bank. 

An  engrosMd  bill  making  an  additional  appro- 
priation to  supply  a  defieieeey  in  the  appropri»- 
tioa  for  the  relief  and  [Hvtection  of  distressed 
Amerieaa  seaaBen,  daring  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  bandred  and  lea,  wa*  read  the  third  time, 
and  pamed. 

An  engroHad  bill  10  continue  in  force,  for 
further  time,  the  first  section  of  the  act,  entitled 
"Aa  act  rurthcr  to  nrotaet  ibe  commerce  and  sea- 
men of  the  United  States  against  tbe  Barbary 
Powers,"  was  read  the  Ibird  lime,  and  passed. 

Mr.  HoLLANU,  from  tbe  commiitee  appointed 
on  tbe  peiitioQ  of  Return  J.  Meigs  and  others, 
presented  a  bill  giving  a  further  compeniation  to 
the  witneiiws  who  attepded  the  trial  of  Aaron 
Burr, before  ibe  cirenil  court ofihe  United  States, 
for  ttia  district  of  Virginia ;  which  was  read  twice 
and  eommiiied  to  a  Committee  of  Ibe  Whtde  on 
Thursday  next, 

Tbe  Hoase  weal  inlo  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  tbe  bill  providiag  for  Snat  ■djastment 
of  claim*  to  landi^  and  for  the  sale  of  tbe  public 
lands  i a  the  TerrMOTie*  of  Orleans  and  Indiaiia. 
After  aone  iaconaiderable'  ameBdmeois  to  the 


bill,  Ibe  Cetnmittee  rose  and  reported  the  bill, 
which  was  ordered  to  He  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.SaerrBT, 

OriUred,  That  the  aeveral  memorial*  and  pe- 
tition* of  the  late  Rerolaiionary  army,  presented^ 
in  December,  1906, and  January  1B09,  be  referredi 
to  a  eelect  committee. 

Mr.  SHErrtr,Mr.HALB,Mr.8HA«,Mr.  Tract,. 
and  Hr.  Wilub  Albtox,  were  iheu  ttppointed'^ 
the  said  eommiitee. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Poinhutib, 

Jtmohed,  That  tbe  Seereiary  of  the  Treesarfr' 
be  directed  to  lay  before  this  House  sueh  infor— 
matioR  a*  be  may  poaMM  relative  to  the  claim 
of  the  Board  of  Conunissionere  west  of  Pearf 
river,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  to  additional 
compensation  for  their  services ;  together  with  hit 
opinion  a*  to  tbe  equity  of  said  claim. 

The  House  went  inicf  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  aulhorizrng  tbe  Secretary  of 
by  the  appointment  of  Commissioners,  to 
Bin  tbe  exterior  line  of  (be  public  land*  at 
West  Puiot,  A,c.  Tbe  bill  wa*  so  amended  as  to 
leave  the  ultimate  decision  00  the  report  of  the 
Commissioner*   to  Congress.    Tbe   UommlMee 

[ported  tbe  bill  a*  amended,  wbieb  wa*  ordered 

<  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading, 

Tbe  Speakbb  presented  a  letter  aad  meaiorial 
of  Peter  l^andait,  praying  to  be  aUowed  and  paid' 
bis  share  of  priiw  money  in  three  vessel*  can-' 
lured  by  him  in  ibeRevolalionBry  war,  wkite 
eommaDdtr  of  the   United  Btaies'  frigate   Air 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Moxtqomriit, 
that  the  said  letter  and  memorial  be  referred  to 
the  Oommitiee  of  Claims ;  and  the  quesiion  be- 
iDR  taken  thereon,  it  passed  in  tbe  negative. 

Tbe  Sfeaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  ibe  Treasury,  prepared  is. 
obedience  to  tbe  act  regulating  the  currency  of 
foreign  coins  in  the  United  Slates;  which  waa. 
read,  and  referred  to  tbe  committee  appointed, 
tbe  fourteentb  instant,  on  tbe  bill  from  tbe  Sen- 
ate further  to  suipend,  in  parlj  tbe  act,  entitled 
"  An  act  regulating  foreign  com*,  and  foi  othei 
purposes," 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bacox, 

Resolved,  That  a  commiitee  be  appointed  10 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  for  the 
formation  and  prioiing  of  a  complete  general  in- 
dex lo  tbe  several  volumes  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  Stales,  as  now  publiehed,  including  those 
which  may  b*  passed  at  tbe  present  session  of 
Congress;  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  hf 
bill,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Bacon,  Mr.  MATxaewe,  and  Mr.  Joreb, 
were  appointed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morrow,  the  Commiitee  of 
tbe  Whole  was  discharged  from  the  considera-' 
lion  of  ihe  bill  for  tbe  removal  of  the  land  office 
established  ai  Naibville  in  tbe  Stale  of  Tennes- 
see, and  Canton,  in  ihe  State  of  Ohio,  and  to  au- 
thorize Ihe  Regiiier  and  Receiver  of  Publio 
Moneys  to  superintend  Ibe  public  salts  of  landa 
in  Ibe  district  east  of  Pearl  river;  and  it  wa*  r^ 
committed  to  the  Committee  on  Pablic  Lands, 
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CLAIMS  rOK  MILITARY  8&RriOE8. 
Mr.  MoRiow,  from  the  Commitueon  tiiePub- 
mc  Lindii,  midea  report  od  ifac  several  pedtjoni 
•«f  the  otBcem  and  loldUn,  and  (be  heiri  or  offi- 
Oen.and  solJiers  who  served  in  ihr  BHlifh  srmjr 
fa  America,  in  the  war  bciwcen  Great  Brioin 
and  Prance ;  which  wa«  read,  and  ibe  lesolulion 
therein  coQtained  concurred  in  by  ihe  House. 
The  report  i>  aa  rollowi ; 
The  Committea  an  Pnblic  Lindi,  to  whom  wm 
ttmA  Mvaral  pditniu,  claiming  land*  for  tniUtaiT  ■ 
vioaa,  parfbrmBd  in  tha  war  of  ITU,  between  Qraat 
Britain  and  Franca,  report ; 

I  That,  eoBMdering  the  nl^ject-niattet  of  the  laid  pa- 
titioaa  higU.i  inpoftaal,  on  account  ai  the  ialereat  it 
hai  recently  exciud,  aad  the  apeciilation  it  hH  | 
lf««  to  in  TiHoni  parti  of  the  United  Statei,  the 
mittea  hiTe  cirefullj  exitnlned  the  8tala  p*pen  and 
linbUc  docnnenlB,  of  the  period  of  the  >ba*e  war,  to 
aceattain  the  original  loundilion  of  Ihe  (uppoecd  claim. 
In  punuing  thie  inTatigation.tliB  committee  beve  nol 
liecQ  able  to  diicorer  that  an;  engig«ni?nt  or  contract 
whatever  wai  made  or  entered  into  by  the  Goiem- 
litent,  or  tinder  the  tuthorit;  of  Greit  Britiin,  irlth 
^  offieaia  and  loldieii  of  the  provincial  troopi.  «ei 
in  the  war  aforenid,  lor  ■  grant  of  landa,  either  i 
eneaiu«geoMnt  to  their  entering  into  the  eervtce, 
a  compeniation  fait  aorrice*.  All  that  the  committee 
have  been  able  to  find  on  the  nbjeet  ii  in  a  ptodani- 
Odd  of  tha  King  of  Great  Britain,  of  the  Tth  of  Octo- 
iMr,  l7SS,(after  tha  closing  of  tha  WIT  and  diAandiDg 
of  dta  troop*,)  and  ii  in  tha  (tallowing  wonk; 

"  And  tohtmu  wa  are  daKroui,  npon  all  occaaiout 
to  taatify  our  tdjiI  lenia  and  approbation'  of  tha  eon- 
4act  altd  biaverj  of  the  offieen  and  eoldiaii  of  oui 
fvij,  and  to  reward  tha  lame,  we  do  hereb;  command 
and  empower  our  Ooremon  of  tha  levaral  provinoei 
«n  tha  continentAf  North  America  to  grant,  without 
.Cm  or  reward,  to  inch  ledaced  offieen  ai  have  terved 
id  North  America  during  die  late  war,  and  are  actually 
Maiding  there,  and  shall  personally  apply  for  the  aane, 
<1m  lUlowing  ipiantitiea  of  land,  subject,  at  the  eipira- 
tton  often  yeara,  to  the  aame  quit-rents  •■  other  lands 
an  antnect  to,  in  the  province  within  which  tbey  are 
■nnled,  es  also  subject  to  ,the  same  condilions  of  cat- 
wation  and  inprovenent,  vis: 


' "  To  every  person  hating  the  rank  of  a  Bald  officer, 
0,000  anas. 

"To  every  captain.  3,000  acres. 

"To  every  subattcra  aritsffoniceT.SiSOO  acree. 

«  To  every  non-coiamiaaionfld  ofScer,  800  acree. 

"  To  ever;  ^vate  man,  fiO  acre*. 

"  We  do  likewiaa  aathoriis  and  require  the  Gov- 
WQor*  slid  comoianden-in-ehiaf  of  bH  out  aaii^  oolo- 
niea,  opoD  the  continent  of  North  Aiaarica,  to  grant 
the  Uka  qnantitiea  of  land,  and  upon  the  saqis  condi- 
tions, to  such  reduead  officers  of  our  navy  of  like  rank, 
aa  served  on  boardofonrsfa^of  war,  in  North  Amer- 
ica, at  the  times  of  the  reduction  of  Loniabourg  and 
Quebec,  in  the  late  wv,  and  who  shall  personalty  «^ 
|d7  to  OUI  respective  Oovemon  lor  such  giaats." 

Id  this  StalB  psper,  the  conmittse  can  perceive  no 
fcnndation  whatever  for  the  present  claim  upon  the 
United  Statee.  Instead  of  a  contract  nilb  the  officers 
and  soldiers  for  land,  tbe  proclamation  contains  a  mere 
Inslrucllon  to  the  provincial  Govsmors — en  instruction 
emanating  from  the  mnniflcence  of  ibe  Sovereign,  and 
Av  eoaEming  a  gtatdty,  not  iamed  for  the  satisfaction 


of  any  previoaa  claim  or  demand  npsn  Osvwrfunenl. 
That  tbe  grant  intended  bj  the  above  praelamalioa 
was  ratber  a  testimony  of  respect  and  approbation, 
than  ■  donation  of  value,  appeata  Irom  tha  prescribed 
terms  on  which  it  was  to  be  msde,they  being  the  eame 
on  which  lands  were  granted  to  others  in  the  pravincee, 
with  the  exception,  that  the  military  grants  were  to 
be  made  Iree  of  office  lees,  and  exempt  li-am  payment 
of  qnlt-rentsfbr  ten  year*.  Had  •mitieation  bean  made 
to  ibe  lend  offices  of  the  ptoviocial  gaverRmeBta,  as 
was  tbe  duty  t^  bH  tbe  elaimanls,  there  can  bo  no 
doubt  bnt  that  granta  wonld  have  been  rnailllj  m^a 
to  the  full  ailent  of  the  bonnty  Ulaaded  by  tbe  pne> 
lametion,  subject,  howarver,  to  tbe  neoal  cooditioB  for 
settlement  andimptovement.  Tortj'tewta  yaats  have 
now  elapaed  since  tha  foregoing  proclamation,  during 
which  period  the  above  claim*  have  laid  donaanl,  and 
the  committee  do  conceive,  Ihul,  upon  fair  and  jutt 
principle*,  those  claims  would  have  been  conudered 
derelict  end  abandoned  hed  tbe  Govemnient,  under 
which  tbej  stose,  continued;  but  to  admit  them 
sgainst  the  United  Stslea,  placed  as  they  now  are, 
under  s  Goiemment  founded  on  a  revolution,  which 
baa  intervened,  is  reqnired  by  no  piincipTe  of  justice, 
and  would,  in  Ibe  opinion  of  tbe  comaittee,  be  an  an- 
eulhorised  diepoeitian  and  ncrifice  of  tbe  puUic  prop- 
erty of  Ibe  United  Statea.  On  no  piineiplB  of  na- 
tional law,  or  by  any  treaty  or  convention  between  the 
United  States  and  Oraat  BritaiB,  are  the  U^ad  Slatee 
bound  to  perform  the  engagements  of  the  formes  Gov- 
ernment of  Great  Britain,  eepedally  for  mare  boun- 
ties; nor  would  the  pnr^oaes  for  which  tbe  several 
States  have  ceded  land,  within  their  respective  Jnris- 
dielieas,  to  the  United  Statea,  warvant  ths  appropiia- 
tioa  of  thoaa  lauds  fbr  the  satkbotini  of  the  claims  in 
question,  wsta  Ida  sim*  battw  foanded  than  b^  the 
eommitlss  they  are  ootkceived  to  be.  The  committeo, 
therefore,  beg_lesve  to  submit  tha  foHowinf  taMluliasi : 


NATT  AGENTS'  ACCOUNTS, 
r.  SwoorE  Mtd  that  in  the  course  of  ihem- 
■ioo  of  Congress  held  in  Ji^ae,  1909,  •  repMt  in 
pan  had  been  made  by  a  eonHDiliee  gcaerallf 
called  the  inTcsiigaiing  eommiitee'  Among  ihe 
BccuuDia  compriaed  in  this  report,  he  said  he  had 
found  two  which  bore  mystery  on  the  face  of 
them;  a  deaire  to  unravel  which  wae  th«  uaiire 
for  bii  rising.  The  accoun  ri  to  which  he  rc/inred 
were  those  of  Degeo,  Purviance.  and  Cumpaay, 
Navy  Agenis  at  Leghorn.  By'  seulemeni  the 
first,  ai  tbe  Navy  Oepat linen t, on  the  30tfa  Jbb^ 
1S08,  the  United  States  appeared  (o  be  indebted 
to  them  more  than  $23,000.  fiy  a  reference  to  an 
accoutit  seliled  in  March,  1309,  he  found  that  billa 
~e  amount  of  ^250.000.  bearing  date  prior  to 
iraisei(leroem(viz;  from  May  180S,  to  Feb- 
ruary IS07,)  were  charged  to  them.  For  tbe 
putpoie  of  □btiioJDg  the  means  of  reconciling 
theKe  apparent  incouaisieociet,  he  moved  the  fol- 
lowing reaoluiions: 

Eetohtd,  That  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Navy  be  directed 
to  explain  to  ibis  House  the  causa  wherefore  the  asv- 
cral  bUls  of  eichaoge  amounlmg  to  9306,000,  and  of 
various  datei,  from  May  lOth,  1905,  to  PefamaiTSI, 
1807,  were  ehargeil  ia  account  No.  S,  of  Dc^ea,  Pnc- 
viaaco,  and  Company,  Navy  Agents,  at  I,»^nm.  an 
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MUtad  1  Dm  Nko  De^wtoMil  oh  iIm  17ttL  daj  of 
March,  1S09,  aod  br  what  reuoni  the  nnu  wars  not 
incIuJed  in  the  *eeQUDl  of  tha  uid  JWen  bq J  Com- 
panj,  Trlfich  wu  Mltled  in  the  Navj  Department  an 
the  30th  of  June.  1808;  and  elMi  to  infnim  this  Haaie 
whether  the  nil]  bills  nera  purchiied  b;  (he  tb<n  8e- 
entary  of  tha  Navy,  or  by  a  Navj  Agent,  if  hj  the 
Utter,  tliBt  B  copy  of  the  aaid  Nafj  Agvnt'e  iccoDiita 
•mbTBcing  the  period  of  paichaM,  altta  aeconiiBiij  the 
iilbrmation  raqnired. 

Raohtd,  That  the  BaeroUrir  of  tha  Traaaarr  be  di- 
rected to  lay  b«far«  tha  Hoaie  any  hifbnaatiDa  which  be 
may  baVe  obtainad  thnngh  our  Miniater  In  Franea,ia 
aaawer  to  tha  letter  addreawd  to  him  on  the  Mth  day 
of  Juno,  1600,  (or  from  bot  athai  loBrM,}  TelatiVa  to 
tha  Ainda  wbicJi  tha  dnwen  of  bill*  (froin  Kay  lit, 
1806,  to  FetKuary  31,  lS07,)on  UagM,Farriaaea,aDd 
Company,  NaTyAgeoia  at  Leghorn,  had  in  the  haiida 
of  the  aaid  Degan  and  Company,  at  the  time  of  tha 
trauamianen  of  aaid  bill*,  or,  at  the  time  whan  they 
were  oaaam)  tc  the  credit  of  the  Uoilwl  8tat«*  by  the 
aaid  n»vy  Ag:ant*. 

Theie  resotuiioos  were  agreed  lo  without  op- 

To-morrow  being  Chrittmas  day,  the  Hoiue 
■djourued  (o  Wedaesdav— 62  to  23. 

Wed  If  EH  DAT,  December  36. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mobbov, 

Betoleedj  Tbal  the  Coromiilee  od  ihepublie 
Lands  be  lostructed  to  inquire  what  provitioQ 
ouf  ht  to  be  made  respecting  the  location  of  Vir- 
ginia land  warraots,  west  of  the  bouodarv  liae 
designaietl  by  the  act  of  the  Iweniy-third  day  of 
Match,  1804,  and   that   ibey   report   by  bill,  or 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jobnson, 


KTJsa  and  brini  in  a  bill  lo  ameni 
laws  and  pant  of  laws  of  Congrei*,  eslaUiihing 
tiadiag-taouBCs  with  the  iDdtan  tribes,  and  for 
other  purposes  of  Indian  trade  and  iaIereuurM. 

Mr.  JoBNBON,  Mr.  P.  B.  Pobteh,  Mr.  Ltlb, 
Mr.  McKiHLEY,  and  Mr.  STanLEr,  were  theo 
appointed  the  aaid  oommiiter. 

A  moiion  wai  made  by  Mr.  MoKihuey,  that 
the  House  do  eome  to  the  lallowing  reaolation : 

Bfohti,  That  a  eommiltoe  be  appointed  loinqmra 
int*  the  aipediencj  of  apptopriating  a  sun  of  money. 


Marietta,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  to  be  laid  out  nader  Iha 
dkection  of  thv  Preaident  of  the  United  States,  aod  to 
be  repaid  out  of  the  fund  "loi  opening  turnpike  and 
other  roads  leading  from  tha  water*  of  the  Atlantia  to 
the  Ohio  river,  end  lo  tha  Slate  of  Ohio ;"  and  that 
they  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  waa 
dElerraioed  in  the  oegsilre. 

The  House  resoired  iiself  iotoaCommiUee  of 
the  Whole  on  ibe  bill  for  incorporailDg  the  Pro- 
testant Episcopal  Church  of  the  town  of  Alexan- 
dria,in  theDiutici  of  Columbia;  ind.afiersome 
lime  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and  had 
Icare  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  MoBROw,  fr«m  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 


lic Laads,  to  wboca  was  recoronitted  the  bill  pro- 
viding for  the  remoral  of  the  land  oSce  estab- 
liabed  at  Naihrille,  in  ibe  State  of  Teones!.ee, 
and  Ganioo,  in  the  Slate  of  Ohio,  and  lo  auibor- 
iie  die  Register  and  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys 
to  auperintend  ibe  pubUe  sales  of  laud  in  the  dis- 
trict east  of  Pearl  ri*er,  reported  several  ameod- 
iDcnts  thereto  i  which  were  retd,  and,  togelher 
wiih  ihe  bill,  eonmiiled  lo  a  Commiiiee  of  the 
Whole  on  Friday  next.      . 

Mr.  Bdrwill  offered  the  following  retolulion, 
remarking  that  a  similar  resolution  had  been 
adopted  in  lfl04,  and  a  bill  reported,  but  not  aeted 
on  from  the  pressure  of  other  basineM  i  and  he 
petumed  there  eould  be  no  objection  toprorid- 
lag  ■  remedy  in  a  case  where  the  omission  had 
been  entirely  by  accident.  This  limitaiion  of 
lime  for  entering  claims,  Mr.  B.  said,  was  almost 
unknown  in  any  other  country  than  the  United 
Stales,  snd  generally  affected  moat  scTrrely  those 
who  were  particnlsrly  entitled  to  indulgence. 
All  those  persons  who  might  be  supposed  to  be 
disposed  to  defraud  the  public  were  alwayii  at- 
tentiye  lo  their  intereils;  but  there  was  a  clau 
of  honest  claimants  who  were  inattentive,  and 
who  were  generally  the  sufferers  by  the  act  of 

The  followiog  is  the  resolution  offered  by  Mr. 
Bdbwell,  which  was  referred,  on  the  snggesiion 
of  Mr.  PoiNDExTER,  to  ibe  Committee  on  Fnblle 

"Raofted,  That  a  flirther  time  of  six  months  ought 
to  be  allowed  to  claimants  to  land  in  Ihe  8tale  of 
Georgia,  south  of  the  Stale  of  Tennessee,  to  regi*t«r 
the  evidences  of  their  title*  with  the  Secretary  of  HUta 
of  the  United  SUtes." 


Thuhsdat,  December  27. 


sooted  boandarj  with  North  Carolina, , 
presented  the  Iweoly-sixth  of  April  last,  be  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee. 

Messrs.  Bibb,  Macon,  Calbooh.  STEPHEHBOit, 
and  RiMOQOLD,  were  appointed  the  said  coin- 
Mr.  Macom,  from  the  commiitee  appointed,  on 
the  seventeenth  instant,  on  a  petition  of  iheLe- 
gisisiure  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  presented 
a  hill  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Territory  of 
Orleans  to  form  a  constiiu lion  and  Stale  govern- 
ment, and  for  the  admission  of  such  Slate  into 
the  Union  on  an  equal  fooling  with  the  original 
States,  and  for  oiher  purposes  ;  which  was  read 
iwictk  and  comnitltd  to  a  Committee  of  tfae 
Whole  on  Monday  next. 

The  House  resumed  ibe  eoosideratfOD  of  the 
biU  providing  for  the  Bnal  adjusimeni  of  claims 
lo  laodD  and  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  in 
Ihe  Territories  of  Orleans  and  Indiana. 

After  several  abortive  attempts  lo  amend  tha 
bill,  viz.  by  Mr.  Poindbxter,  to  insert  a  provision 
respecting  the  mode  of  taking  evideacE  in  relation 
tofanduilesj  by  Mr.  Bisn,  to  ttrikeogisomoeb 
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of  tb«  bill  >»  girw  to  xltlera  on  tbeie  Uodt  a 
light  of  pre-emption ;  aai  bv  Mr.  Jobhbon,  io 
Md  a  provision  giving  id  advantage  tu  p«rfODi 
faaTiDf;  erected  mills  on  ihe  lands — the  blH  ^ra* 
ordered  to  be  eeBroMrd  for  a  third  reading. 

An  mgrosHd  bill  lo  authorize  the  Seerdarf  of 
War  IO  aseenain  and  aeiile,  bf  ifae  anpoiniment 
of  Commissi  oners,  cba  evierior  line  of  tbe  pnblie 
land  ai  West  Point  with  the  adjoiDlng>  propfie> 
tor,  was  read  the  third  lime,  and  paued. 

Mr.  Root,  from  the  Commiiiee  ot  Claim!>,  re- 

?irted  uofavorably  to  ibe  petiiioo  of  RichaH 
Bjlor,  and  farorablf  to  the  peiLiiooa  of  Araey 
Dardin  and  Jared  Shaliuek. — Reports  aommiited. 
NAVT  AGENT  AT  LEQHORN. 

Mr.MaHTOOMGiivsaid  itwouid  be  remembered 
that  OQ  the  24th  of  the  preaenl  month  two  reso- 
lotions  had  been  adoiited  on  the  subject  of  billa 
of  exchange  an  ihe  Navy  Ageat  at  L^hoin.  Me 
confeued  he  wai  much  gratified  at  the  subject's 
baring  been  brought  forward,  as  it  had  been  much 
agitated  io  some  parts  of  the  United  States.  He 
wu  desirous  of  a  full  develanmeot  of  the  trans* 
action.  He  had  examined  lue  resolutions,  and 
did  not  think,  from  the  language  of  them,  thai  all 
the  information  would  be  procured  by  them  that 
was  desirable.  He  Iberefure  rose  to  submit  the 
following  resolution,  to  which  he  presumed  there 
could  be  no  objection  : 

-Boofatrf,  That,  in  addilioii  totha*Uteaigat  roqairad 
17  the  two  Teaolationi  of  ^ia  Houm,  paawd  tbe  twonty- 
fimrtb  of  this  month,  in  relation  to  certain  bills  of  ex- 
change drawn  on  tile  Navy  agmts  at  Leghorn,  the  Sec- 
retary of  tbe  Treasury  and  the  SecreCarr  of  the  Navy 
he  Mverally  directed  to  lay  before  this  Kotue  snch  fur- 
tiler  informatian  relative  to  the  caae  aa  may  be  in  their 
poanesion,  and  a*  may  be  nedmisiy  to  a  full  knowJedga 
of  the  soljaet. 

WITNESSES  ON  BURR'S  TRIAL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Holland,  the  House  r^olved 

itaelf  into  a  Cominiitee  of  the  Whole,  on  ibe  bill 

makinf  further  compenmion   lo  the  witnesses 

attending  on  Burr's  trial  ai  Richmond. 

The  following  is  the  bill : 

-Beit enaeted, ^^  "Hiat  Ihe  wilnsuea  who  attended 
at  Richmond,  on  the  trial  of  Aaron  Borr,  be  aliawed 

per  day,  and cents  per  mile,  in  addition  to 

their  fonner  compensation :  F^nmdtd,  That  the  same 
doM  not  exceed  uiree  dollars  pet  day,  far  their  atlend- 
anee  at  Richmond,  and  twelve  and  a  half  cents  per 
mile,  travelling  (Vom  and  ratnnnag  la  their  respective 
place*  (rf  residence." 

The  bill  having  gone  throvgh  ihe  Commiitee, 
was  reported  to  the  House. 

On  Ihe  question  of  filling  the  Aral  blank  with 
the  som  ot  one  dollar  and  seveniy-fiva  cents- 
Messrs.  M«co  it  and  PiTKiK  opposed  it  00  Ihe 
graund  that  it  was  improper  lo  disiingnish  this 
case  from  other*  occurring  before  the  Supreme 
CoQrt.  If  compensation  was  due  from  the  Oov 
ernmenlin  nnecase,  ii  wasdoabtleaa  due  in  others 
also.  No  doubt,  it  was  said,  sactiGces  were  made 
by  some  of  those  geatlemen  who  nuended,  and 
ii  wa*  a  heavy  tsz  on  tbnu ;  but  it  wu  a  tax 


which  all  eiiizeiw  of  the  United  Bratea  w«re  lia- 
ble to  pay  when  catled  upon  to  give  tesiimony— 
it  was  a  tax  which  ihey  paid  for  their  liberty.  If 
ihe  general  provision  bf  law  wi5  not  adequat^ 
it  ought  to  be  increased  j  bul  the  wltneises  had 
attended  with  a  full  knowledge  of  what  they  had 
to  expect,  and. it  would  be  improper  to  make  ihit 
case  an  exception  from  the  general  rule. 

Mr.  H01.1.AHD  and  Mr.PoinnEXTEB  contcDded, 
in  reply,  that  ihiawas  a  oase  diSereot  from  all 
others  and  therefore  ought  10  be  taken  out  of  the 
general  rule;  ihai  tbe  Attorney  Qeoenl  of  Vir- 
ginia and  the  clerk  of  ihe  conrtbad  each  aeiiiallr 
received  81,000  for  additional  service*,  tbo^b 
ib«y  had  no  occasion. 10  move  a  step  from  bom* 
ID  the  business,  ntHl  one  thousand  dollars  bad  been 
given  fay  the  QoTcrnmeni  to  a  reporter  for  a  fair 
report  of  the  case.  It  was  said  that  it  codltl  not 
be  argaed  tbal  Ihls  was  a  case  inferior  in  import* 
ance  10  the  impeachment  of  Chase  ;  and  yet  in 
tbal  caae  as  much  had  been  allowed  a*  was  here 
BFkcd.  It  was  also  said  that  in  this  case  a  partic- 
ular request  bad  been  made  to  each  iadivtdual  to 
Atleod,  in  order  to  insure  a  trial  j  tod  that  the 
wiinesse*  had  therefore  attended,  ibongh  at  great 

Thequeaiiouan  filling  the  blank  waa  fi»atired, 
46  to  27. 

Thequestlbn  on  filling  the  second  blai>kwilh 
seven  and  a  half  or  with  five  was  also  loat. 

Mr.  Lewis  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  one 
dollar  and  flfiy  ceois. 

Mr.  Babbett  made  n  motion  sepereediDe  (bat, 
viz.  to  postpone  the  bill  indefinitely.  For  in- 
definite posiponement  S4;  against  It  25. 

So  the  bill  was  lost. 

CURRENCY  OF  FOREION  OOINa 

Mr.  QaiRCT,  from  the  eoramitiee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  fourteeiuh  instant,  th«  bill  seat 
frnm  ibe  Senate  to  snapend  the  second  section  of 
the  act,  emitted  "An  act  regnlating  foreign  coins, 
and  for  other  purpoaea,"  made  a  report  i  which 
araa  read,  and,  logether  with  ibe  bill,  referred  10 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  «■  Hontfay  next. 

The  report  ia  as  fotlows: 

That  tbe  ganaial  daalfB  of  the  bill  beiag  to  jniinsia 
the  cumnt  aioMy  of  the  United  Sulea,  by  —  hTrrtsg 
forugn  gold  and  silver  eoini  agiin  lo  become  a  tsgal 
tender,  is  itupoitant  in  ita  object,  and  may  b*  benefiaal 
in  ita  conwquenoes.  It  Is  very  apparent,  tbat  the  de< 
nial  lo  foreign  coins  of  the  privileges  of  cnnen^,  and 
of  bsing  a  legal  lender,  hsa,  at  once,  Uia  comhioetl 
eflect  of  circumscribing  the  juat  ■pbare  of  mwcsntlle 
action,  and  of  eneaungiDg  tbe  axpoitation  of  that 
species  of  coin,  to  which  theee  priTilegea  are  denied. 
In  the  present  circumstances  Jll  the  United  States,  it 
seems  particularly  nnadvisable  to  permit  any  statata 

Srohlbitions  to  eontiune,  which  hste  ■  tendency  lo  pro- 
uca  such  an  efiect  The  statute  currency  of  Ihe  Uni- 
ted States,  which  now  consist*  only  of  the  coinage  of 
the  Mint  of  the  United  Butes,  and  of  Spanish  milled 
doUan  and  parts  of  dollars,  is,  abo,  probably  insnfi- 
cient  lor  the  ordinsiy  porpoees  of  domestic  eichange, 
and  is  ecTtainry  wlwdiy  inadequate  lo  suf^Kwt  an;  pe- 
cnliar  embarnaaniaBt  of  our  drcvlstinK  medinas, 
wbit^inUiaevsBtof  thedissolalMB  oflka  Bank  nS 
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Uw  ObIimI  Mataa,  cbmm  bw  b«  Mtit^aud.  Yaar 
«MBilW*  «wie,  Ihaiefora,  of  -opuioiit  IfaU  fimifa 
B«ld  e«iM  oniht  to  be  nladi  «aiTMU  Bioiiaj  uid  ■  Ityal 
Imder. 

ioat  unwiittM,  having  CMMtd  •  Mtor  lo  b«  >d- 
AvMad  to  Dm  Bwralu7  of  llw  Tnmv^,  in  nUtiwi  to 
Iha  iiTtDtr  ■tatoU  rM«  at  whkh  lorafB  omiu  wars 
mad*  enireot,  ncaTcd  iToai  hiBtlw  t«olatlanB«e»n- 
pM»iBg  iUb  repMt.  Fran  «fii«k  it  appBan,  Au  tba 
gald  coina  of  Spain  and  iu  doiwDioaa,  had  baoB  aati- 
matad  by  th>  bnner  italate  of  tha  UoiUd  SUMa,  at  a 
rata  of  four  per  ooit*  abcwa  thar  intrinne  valac ;  in 
ofliar  wonla.  that  the  qDantity  of  para  gold  eaolaiBed 
in  twvnty-MTen  grain*  aod  two-fiftiu  of  a  ^rain  of 
Bpaniah  alandanl  coin,  ioMaad  of  boinK  eqnal  to  Mw 
hnndrad  centa,  tha  ttatnte  i»l«,«rM  onlj  aqnal  in  nine 
to  about  ninMy-aii  cent*. 

Upon  noiTBg  thia  infivnation,  two  gannal  inqni- 
foggaattd  for  the  conaUantion  of  the 


1  MtabUrit  tha  old  atatsta 
rata,  now  dM**etad  to  be  emnaoni,  or,  wbadur  a 
naw  (IMqM  iMa  for  it  tboald  be  aMabtiabed,  whkA 
■ha^  e0nfi>rm  to  ita  intitntic  value  1  3d.  Vp<m  the 
anppoahion  that  it  ahenld  b«  drained  adriaaUe  to  en- 
act a  new  aUbite  rale  br  it,  canfaviabla  to  fta  itttrin- 
•ie  *ahM,  whadMr,  aa  •  Imb  of  fitor  par  eant.  opon  all 
Uw  Spaniah  fold  in  the  UnHvd  Stataa,  weald  »aa  be 
incnned,  bjtha  pi— ent  haldan,  in  fnaadnanee  of  no 
Ikttlt  of  tfeatn.  bnt  aoMy  1^  leaaon  nf  the  emncoaa 
aattmat*  of  a  law  of  the  Unitad  Statea,  any  aont  or 
eqaitafalo  aonnleraliona  reqwrad  IhM  Ihit  ki**  rfioidd 
be  tMinnvd  by  tha  United -Statea  T 

CDneeiniDg  Ae  flnt  objeet  of  inqoiry,  the  cdtntntt- 
tee  will  attempt  to  add  nothing  to  (be  istiirielory  ein- 
ddatinn  contained  in  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Tteainiy,  and  only  eipreai  their  entire  concumnce 
wIA  hia  ojHnion,  that  "  Ilie  atatnte  nte  of  tbrae  coina 
ahopld  be  made  to  eonlbnn  with  their  intrJniie  xalue." 

With  rnpeet  le  the  aecond  inqniry,  which  the  Secre- 
laiy  repreaenta  ai  "of  a  more  doubifbl  nature,"  the 
committee  were  of  opinioDi  that,  whatever  aqnitsble 
conrideratioRi  might  eitat,  the  attempt  to  apply  relief 
under  the  partiratar  circamatancee  of  thie  Ion,  w«a 
bexpedient,  and,  br  the  most  p«rt,  impracticable.  For, 
it  ia  Tery  apparent,  that  there  it  no  fbnndaHon  or  color 
tor  indemnifiealioD,  on  seconnt  of  any  recetptg  of  Iheae 
coini,  aubaequent  to  the  lOdl  of  April,  IS09,  when  the 
law  making  ihem  a  legal  lender  expired.  Now,  ao  far 
aa  it  raepect*  indiridaab,  tite  eaaea  ^if  aneh  in  &ct  ex- 
iat)  in  wUch  tha  pnaeat  hoUeta  ef  thoaa  coina  reeeiT- 
ed  them,  anteaedani  to  (hat  period,  mnat  be  ao  extnine- 
ly  rare,  aa  t»  reader  a  general  pronaion  fti  Ihair  refief 
BOatcaly  necMaaiy.  AtKtaa  to  banka,  aoehii  thaiDo- 
ceaaiva  circala&iD  of  apeae  Ibrongh  their  vantta,  that 
it  ia  hardly  to  b«  lOppMed,  that  any  one  inatitntion  in 
tlM  GnitadStntea  could  diMingnkh  ihe  amount  of  dM 
apaciea  ofeein,  which  it  had  reoiiTed  urior  ta  the  10th 
of  April,  IBO&,  fma  that  which  it  bad  rseoiTed  atabH- 
qnently.  And,  allhengh)  in  a  few  inalancea,  thia  might 
be  the  caie,  yet,  it  aeema  ftr  better  Oiat  in  thaie,  Ihe 
loaa  ahovM  remain  where  it  haa  &llan,  than  that  the 
coMnnnily  Aould  be  eapnaed  to  the  mnlti^iad  franda 
and  iBeoDTaDiaiMea  which  the  altem^  to  indanui^, 
apon  any  general  principle,  would  mevitably  intro- 

Yom 
on  tho  ndqed  of 


ion  with  the  ynpned  attention  in  tba  rale  oTSpani* 
gtU  coina,  foBsd  thai  the  operation  of  the  reipteli** 
proTiiionB  wanld  ba  aMbanaaaed  and  oenfaaed,  In-lhefa' 
nature,  and  inconvenient  in  tbnr  ibnn.  The  Kllfran 
the  Senate,  propoied  lo  auapend  the  aeoond  eeetion  af 
"An  act  regulating  Ibreign  coins  aod  for  atber  purwt- 
■e*."  Thia  act  paued  on  the  eth  of  Februiuy,  1703, 
and  the  effect  of  thia  iuapenaion  nu,  lo  revive  [he  |m>- 
Tiuoni  of  the  act  paaaed  on  the  lOlh  of  April,  1808. 
Whether  the  intended,  would  be  the  legal  isanlt,  your 
conunittee  had  aome  doubt.  But  (hey  Bad  noae  that 
the  propoaed,  Wat  a  very  inconvenient  weuit,  to  a  direct 
object.  They  were  alao  of  opinion,  that  it  wiu  ki^ljr 
eipeJient  that  ill  the  proviaions,  touching  a  ■ubjectof 
auch  nuiveriHl  concern,  ihould  be  concentrated  in  ono 
bill,  and  cliveeted  of  everything  which  might  embarraal 
r«earch.  They,  therefore,  report  the  whole  bill  from 
the  Senate  atricken  out,  aAer  the  enacting  dauae,  and 
propoae  an  amendment,  compreheudiag  all  the  provia- 
lon*  neeeaiary  on  the  aabject  of  the  cnrreney  of  lbr> 
eign  coina. 

Btrike  out  Irou  the  word  "that,"  in  the  aecond  line, 
and  inaert. 

From  and  after  the  paaaage  of  thia  act,  foreign  gold 
and  iilver  coina  ahall  paaa  current  aa  money  within 
the  United  Statci,  and  be  •  1^^  lender  tat  th*  nay- 
of  all  ilebta  and  demand^  al  the  seteral  uM  r» 
•pectivftrataa  fbllowinf,  and  not  odternae,  fit : 

Tiie  g^  coina  of  Oreat  Britain  and  PMtiM^  ef 
ibrir  praaenC  atandafd,  at  tlwrata«f  on*  handradceata 
far  every  twentytaeven  graina  of  the  aeUul  wajffat 
Ittcraofi  tbagald  coina  of  Spain,  and  the  dominienaor 
Spain, of dteir  pteaenl atandard,  attbaralaaf  anabtlft- 
dnd  eenta  far  eveay  twen^-aigtU  graina  and  «sty  han- 
dtadlhaofa  grain  «f  tba  actaal  weight  thereot  Spanidi 
niUad  doUaia,  at  the  rale  of  oae  hnndrad  canu  lor 
each,  the  actaal  weigkt  triiareof  ahall  not  be  kaa  Aan 
leventecn  pennywcigfala  and  leven  graina,  a^  in  pro* 
poftion  lar  Ihe  paita  of  a  doUar.  Cioatna  of  Pnna*, 
at  tha  rata  of  one  hnndrad  and  Ian  cent*  Ibr  eaA 
crown,  Ihe  aaUal  weight  whereof  ahfU  notbeleaatbaK 
eigbloen  pennyweighla  and  fliteen  gnin*  and  an  halT 
of  a  grain,  and  In  ptapmlJon  iec  Ae  parta  at  a  erown. 
And  it  shall  be  the  da^  of  the  Beivetaiy  of  Hw  Tnaa* 
ury.to  oanae  aasaya  of  the  feraign  gold  andailTeTaMBn 
made  corraM  bytb)aaet,lobahadaltb«  Mint  ef  tha  - 
United  tUaHa  at  laaat  once  in  avsry  year,  and  to  Biaho 
iport  ef  the  reanlt  Ihemof  la  Uongreea,  Ifac  the  por- 
tbam  to  make  andi  altatationa  ia  ihia 


act  a*  may  become  re^nle  B 
valae  of  auah  Ibraign  ooin*.  And  it  shall  be  tb*  do^ 
of  the  Sm^lary  of  tha  Treaaaiy,  to  feaass  assay*  of 
the  lbre%n  goU  and  nlver  eoina,  of  Ihe  deeoi^lion 
mada  cnrtent  by  thia  ad,  which  ahall  iasae  aubee- 
quenlly  to  the  pasMge  of  thb  act,  and  aball  drcnlalo 
in  the  United  Sutoa,  al  the  Mint  afoTMatd,  at  leaat 
ODD*  in  every  year,  and  to  make  report  of  ^le  reanK 
thereof  to  Congrcn,  tor  tha  purpoee  of  enaUing  Con- 
graa*  to  make  aoeh  coin*  oorrent,  if  they  shall  deem 
the  laBS  prqwr,  at  thinr  real  itandard  vahla. 

Sac.  3.  And  be  it  further  otaettd.  That,  at  the 
•ipiration  of  three  yean  from  and  after  Ihe  paaaiBg  of 
thia  act,  all  fiireign  gold  coins,  and  all  fneign  ajlvar 
coiaa,  exoept  Bptniah  milted  dollara,  and  perls  of 
*uchdf4lata,shalIeaaaeMbaa  l^al  lander  aa  «£«*■ 

Bic.  Z.  And  beU  fiKiitr  ataaltd.  That  the  act,, 
entilkd  "An  act  tagolafing  the  enn*»<7  of  foreign 
ooiM  in  lb*  Unilad  Btata,"  aad  alao  attfy  aactkM  and 
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H.  0 


CWrency  of  Foreign  <Mn». 


Dbcgmbck,  1810 . 


psit*  of  lectHKii  of  anj  act  or 

i«I«tiT«  to  tb«  cDrranc;  of  farsign  coini  in  the  United 

6(»t«i,  be,  uid  the  ntat  mn  herabj,  Tepeatad. 

TaiiauBT  DiFiBT]ii3T,i)«c.  IT,  1810. 

Sib:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  A 
14th  and  Ifilb  inilant.  The  ■«>;>  for  the  jear  1810 
are  daily  eipecled,  but  not  jet  roceivad.  1,  therefore, 
beg  leave  to  refri  the  committee  to  thoie  made  accord- 
ing to  Ian,  in  the  year  1809,  Ihe  reinlt  of  nrhicb  U  ei- 
hibitsi]  in  lbs  tetter  of  39th  June,  ISOB,  from  the  Di- 
rector of  the  Mint,  annned  to  the  report  from  this 
Department,  of  8lb  December.  .1809. 
•  It  appeara  tVom  Iboie  aaaaya  that  the  intrioaic  TaltlB 
of  all  foreign  coina,  the  gold  coina  of  Spain  excepted, 
wbicb  were  made  a  legal  lender  by  Ihe  act  of  10th  of 
April,  I80B,  either  agreet  preciwl;  wilb  the  legal  value 
filed  by  that  act,  or  diilera  Irom  it  by  eo  email  a  frac- 
tion, w  to  render  any  alleratiaa  in  (hat  reaped 
ceMary.  But  the  difference  in  the  value  of  Spanuh 
gold  coini  i«  conaiderable. 

It  niri  be  recollected,  that  Ihe  value  of  gold  .  ...  __ 
(he  Unitad  Statee  ia  eitabliabed  in  conformity  vrilh  Ihe 
following  principle!,  vii ; 

lat.  The  unit,  or  iilver  doHar,  contains  371}  graina 
ef  pure  ailvor. 

ii.  The  comparatiT*  Taloe  of  gold  and  ailver 
the  ratio  of  16  to  1  ;  that  ii  to  aa;,  that  fifteen  oi 
of  pure  lilvar,  are,  aoeoiding  to  law,  equal  in  value  to 
ODeoaneeof  pare  gold. 

8d.  The  ataodard  gotd,  or  that  of  which  g^d  ooina 
of  tiw  United  Statea  are  made,  oonlalni  etaven  part* 
of  pure  gold  and  one  part  ofalloy;  or  one-twelOhpart 
itf  ila  weight  ia  ■Uo;. 

Thanoo  it  IbUowa,  Itt,  that  94}  (being  the  Ifilh  part 
of  371})  pun  goU,  are  equal  to  one  dollar.  Sdly,  that 
X7  graiae  of  aUndard  gold  of  the  United  Statei,  cod- 
taintBg  S4)  grains  of  para  gold,  are  abo  anal  to  one 
dollar. 

In  fixing  the  r^e  at  which  foreign  coins  ahonld  paas, 
dto  object  itas  to  aaeertaiu  the  atandaril,  or  qnantityof 
pnre  gold  contained  In  a  given  waigifat,  and  to  pli 
then,  acoording  to  that  inttiDaic  vidne,  exactly  oi_  ^ 
par  with  ooina  of  the  United  States.  The  act  of  lOth 
of  April,  1S06,  was  predicated  on  the  aappoaition  that 
S7  3^  graina  of  SpaniaA  atandaid  gold  oantaineal  S4} 
grains  of  pure  gold,  and  were,  Iherefore,  equal  in  value 
to  B7  graiju  (tanduil  gold  of  the  United  StatM,  or  to 
one  dollar  cnrraat  maaey  of  the  United  Btatas.  But 
that  supposition  is  prenn  by  the  assaya  to  have  been 
onoiwous ;  the  slaodaid  of  Spanish  gold  ooioe  bsfaig 
worse,  or  containing  nnra  alloy,  than  was  then  belie*- 
ad.  That  atsndai^  varies  according  to  the  ysara  of 
the  eoioaga.  The  coins  of  Ihe  year  160B,  are  the  low- 
est and  ivorat  by  mors  than  four  and  a  half  per  cent., 
than  the  value  Siad  bj  the  act  of  lOtb  of  May,  1806. 
Those  of  the  year  IS07,  are  worse  than  ihoM  of  the 
year  prior  to  18(16;  and  those  of  the  year  1808,  are 
worse  than  those  of  1807.  Those  of  the  yeara  prior 
to  1806,  though  better  than  the  aubasqnenl  cranages, 
are  almost  three  and  ■  half  per  cent,  wmas  than  Ihe 
value  flisd  by  the  act  of  May,  1806t 

Taking  the  geneni  avenge  of  the  several  cmnages, 
il  appears  thsl  they  should  be  taken  M  the  rata  of  38 
fiS-lOO  grains,  (instead  of  ST  40-100)  for  one  dollar; 
•nd  that  the  dif&re>ice  between  their  intrinsic  valae 
and  that  fiied  by  tha  act  of  April,  1800,  ia  slmost  (bur 
percent.  (3  986-1000  per  cant) 

ii,  therefoiQ,  tha  act  should  be  revived,  wilhoot  any 
... — : ^^-"^-B  coins  in  pay. 


tnent,  wosld,  in  hct,  be  cdapelM  to  leeciva  only  nine- 
ly-eii  inilaad  of  one  hundred  cants  on  oveiy  dollar 
paid  to  hf«.  The  unavoidable  affect  of  puttioK  in 
circulation  any  one  speciss  of  coin,  at  a  rate  bi^ar 
than  its  known  ititrinsio  value,  is  to  inviteils  importa- 
tion and  increased  ciiEulation,  and  to  drive  out  of  dr- 
cnlation  the  other  specieB.  Every  bank,  if  called  to 
pay  its  notes  in  specie,  will,  in  that  case,  pa;  frith  that 
species  of  coin  :  and  tfae  wbale  paper  drenlatiMg  nta- 
dinm  amst,  after  a  while,  ba  dspreeialed  in  tho  aaaa 
proportion.  Tha  only  guard  against  the  abuae,  and 
consequent  deprociation  of  bank  paper,  is  a  strict  ad- 
harance  to  Ihe  principle,  Ihat  psyment  may,  at  aar 
lime,  be   demsoasd  in  specie,  rated  at  it*  intriBw: 

On  the  other  band,  it  is  not  less  true,  that  the  goU 
coins  of  Spain,  were  made  a  legal  tender  by  law,  for  a 
certain  numbar  of  years,  at  a  bigbet  rate  tliaa  thsy 
were  really  worlb  ]  that,  to  the  vsry  last  daj  ot  that 
period,  every  person  was  compelled  to  reeeiva  them  in 
payment,  at  that  rate;  and  that,  at  tiie  aipirnlian  of 
the  pariod,  a  qouitity  of  that  gold  neeassarUy  ramain- 
td  in  the  bands  of  some  persons,  on  whom  tho  loss 
falls,  by  the  unavoidabLe  efieotof '  the  law,  ami  withoat 
any  fault  of  theirs.  It  t*  in  older  to  rriieve  those  pet^ 
sons,  that  it  ia  proposed  to  make  tha  loaa  fall  ob  the 
communis,  by  reviving  Ihe  law,  wtthont  altoratwn; 
that  ia  to  say,  by  putting  again  the  coins  in  carcalsti—, 
at  a  higher  rale  than  tb«r  inlrinsie  value, 
.  The  two  qnesliHis  put  by  the  eommitlae,  are,  wIm- 
Ihor,  Ihe  statute  rate  of  these  coins  should  Dot  be  nadie 
to  conform  with  IhMr  intrinsic  value,  and  whether,i> 
order  to  ralioveindividDalslrotn  the  loss  multingGnia 
the  late  erroneeua  legal  estimate  of  their  valne,  it  wonld 
not  be  eligible  that  the  difference  ahould  be  paid  bf 
Oovemmcnt. 

To  the  flmt  question,  I  can  have  no  hesitatioa,  for 
the  above-mentioned  reason^  to  anawei  in  the  affiim- 
stive.  The  second  question  is  of  a  mora  donbtfhl  na- 
ture. But  if  it  shall  be  thought  just,  that  the  kw 
ahouJd  fall  on  tha  community,  rather  than  on  ioditid- 
nata,  It  will  certainly  be  preferable  to  paj  at  ooca  tha 
difference,  rather  Uiari  knowingly  to  make  tha  coina 
again  a  legal,  tender,  at  a  higher  rate  than  they  are 
worth..  Should  that  measure  be  adopted,  the  mode  pio- 
poaed  by  the  committee,  vii ;  to  direct  the  Mint  to  re- 
ceive Ihat  species  of  gold,  for  a  short  time,  at  the  ftwmer 
ataluto  rate,  the  United  Statee^fiaying  the  difference, 
appears  also  the  most  simple  and  eligible  manner  oif 
eflecling  the  object.  The  following  provlaiana  are,  in 
that  case,  respectfully  suggested : 

1st.  That,  as  tha  aBsaya  of  the  coins  of  the  fMUs 
1809  and  IBIO,  have  not  yet  boon  received,  and,  m 
Spanish  gold  ceased  to  be  a  legal  tender  earij  in  the 
year  1800,  the  revival  of  the  Uw  mduDg  thcu  a  le«af 
lender  ^ould  ^)p1y  only  to  coina  eoined  prior  to  the 
year  1809. 

2d.  That,  for  tha  same  reasons,  the  aUtiits  v«lm 
should  be  flied  st  a  nle  not  higher  thsn  the  avct^*, 
of  the  assays  heretafbre  made ;  that  is  to  say,  that  they 
should  paas  st  a  rat*  not  higher  than  SB  9S-  lOO  gruna, 
for  one  hundred  cenls. 

3d.  'Hut,  for  the  ssma  ressons,  Ihe  ohligstion  oo 
the  Mint  to  reoeive  thase  coins,  at  theii  fbmer  steials 
rela,  should  be  limited  to  coins  coined  prior  to  tha  ysar 
J6Q9. 

4th.  That,  as  the  indemniEcation  to  the  individuals, 
arises  from  equitable  considentioiis,  and  not  (rum  an 
absointe  l^al  obligation,  tho  period  dtuaog  whioti  tha 
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JUitaimipffi  nrrilorf. 


H.  or  R. 


TMaiwd  at  tba  Mint,  mt  tfatir  fcmer 
1  Tiliifl,  be  MMd*  N  ihort  ■■  to  practnda  the 
iHtr  of  embrtoatt  ^Mohttioe  imfortuuna.  On< 
moQlh  bom  the  pawuf  td  the  Ikw  wooid  Hom  agf 

6th.  Tb>t  no  inch  coin  ihall  be  thu  leceiTid  it  the 
Hint,  U  it»  Jbrmei  itMate  Telua,  unleaa  proaf^  or  et 
leutsQ  affidaiit  be  made,  tbat  (he  petwme  claiming 
the  beuiefit  or  tbe  proniton,  had  actually  reeeiied  the 
■ame  at  that  lalae  piior  (o  the  time  when  the  law 
making  it  a  legal  lender  expired. 

It  will  alao  be  neceMarr,  in  that  cMe,  that  an  appio- 
priation  ahoold  be  made  to  enable  the  Hint  tn  can; 
the  proviiian  into  eflect.  The  amount  of  that  appro- 
priation ahould  be  at  the  rate  of  fimr  pn  cent,  on  the 
anppOBed  anoaDt  of  Bpinnh  gold  now  in  tht  United 
StatM,  which  maj  be  embraced  bj  aneh  proTiiiona. 
Bat,  haTing  no  knowledge  whatever  of  that  amount,  I 
euiiiM  eoggeM  an;  prtciie  mm. 

I  baiTe  [b«  honor  to  ba,  reapecifnllr,  lir.  year  abedi- 
ant  aMTCnt,  ALBERT  OALLATIN. 

Hod.  Jo*m«  Qnivcr,  Ciou-nuM,  ^t. 

Tkba*d>i  DuimTxiiT,  Cec34,  IfilO. 

6i>:  Thi)  jem't  aiaaya  have  been  received,  and 
will  be  aent  to-morrow  to  Congreaa.  Theae  make  the 
average  for  French  gold  coina  27  63-1 OO  graina,  and 
for  BHniiib  cain^  SB  e£-100.  1[  muataleeba  obaerved, 
that  Francb  erowna  ware  rated  too  low.  Iiutead  of  ita 
being  neceamy  that  they  ahould  weigh  18  penny- 
weighls  and  17  grains,  the?  Ought  to  be  recefved,  if 
weighing  IB  pennjwejgbta  and  IS}  graina ;  it  appear- 
ing bom  the  aaaaya,  that,  if  of  the  flrat-mentioued 
weight,  Ibay  are  worth  11(1  eantaaDd  M-lOO  of  a  oent, 
inatead  of  1 10  eenla. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ALBBBT  GALLATIN, 

Hoa.Ja*iia  Q(Fiitcr,4<. 

Fbidat,  Drcember  28. 

Hr.  MdKih  presented  a  pecitioafioro  iheraer- 
ehanla  of  fialumure,  in  the  Slate  of  Uaryland, 
to  the  came  effect  with  the  petition  from  the 
mercknals  of  the  cit^  of  New  York,  preseoied 
the  thiTleenlh  iDateni. — Referred  to  the  Gominit- 
tte  OB  FoteigD  Relation*. 

On  moiioQ  of  Hr.  W.  Alston, 

JUtotvei,  That  the  Preaidcnt  of  the  Uolied 
Stale*  be  requeated  10  cause  to  be  laid  beTore  ibi* 
U(HU«  an  aeeonni  of  the  expeBdiinrc  of  the 
noner  appioprlaied  on  (hefiniofMar,  ooe  ihoa- 
nad  eight  baadted  and  ten,  for  completing  the 
Capitol,  aad  for  other  purpoaea,  distiagtiiibiiig 
the  aome  expended  for  eaeli  iiem  of  apptopria- 
lion,  sad  the  son*  expeaded  in  paynent  of  debu 
previoasly  ioeorred,  * 

Heatra.  Alston  and  Riobabim  were  appointed 
«  eoniaiitee  to  present  the  fotegoiDg  reaolutioD 
lo  the  Pr«*ide&t  of  ib«  United  State*. 

Mr.  BaasETT,  from  ibe  Committee  on  the  Na- 
val Kstabli*hmeDi,  to  whom  was  leferred  the 
tevnral  peiiiions  of  the  offieera  of  the  Navy,  pre- 
•eBted  a  bilt  in  relatioa  lo  the  pensioos  and  ra- 
tioaa  of  the  officers  of  ibe  Navy;  which  waa  Mid 
twice,  and  aommitled  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Mooday  next. 

Mi.  Baook,  from  tho  flommiUee  appoiated  OB 


the  twenty-Aiurlh  iBiiaot,  prewBted  n  bittadlbor- 
iziof  the  Becretary  of  Slate  to  eauae  a  general 
index  to  the  tawa  of  the  Untied  aialea  to  be  made, 
printed,  and  distribaied;  wbieh  was  read  twice, 
-and  ooDamittcd  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Timday  next. 

Mr.  MoBmow,froa  the  Conaiitlee on  tfaePab> 
lie  Land*,  made  a  report  respecting  the  locaiiini 
of  Virginia  military  land  warrania,  in  purnoaneff 
ofareaalaiianofthetwentyaixlhitiuaat;  wbish 
was  ^rad,  and  referred  lo  ■  Committee  erf  the 
Whole  on  Tuesdar  oexi. 
■  The  Hosae  reaolrcd  itaeif  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  a  select  committee 
on  the  petition  of  Alexander  Scott,  of  South 
Ca»lina;  and,  after  aoiae  time  spent  iberein, 
■he  Commiitoe  roie,  and  had  leave  lo  rit  again. 

MISSISSIPPI  TERBITORT. 
Hr.  PoiMDEXTtB  offered  the  following  retolo- 

lUmhtd,  That  a  cMnmitlee  be  a[^M>inted  to  inqnite 
into  the  expediency  of  audkorisag  the  people  of  t^ 
Misaiaaippi  Tanitwy  to  elect  a  convention  lo  form  a 
conatitntion,  preHiatoiy  to  the  admiaiion  of  that  Tn- 
rilor?  into  the  Union  a*  a  sepuate  and  iodependant 
State :  and  that  the  commiUee  have  leave  to  report  by 
bill  or  olheiwiae. 

Mr.  Pitkin  espreaaed  a  wish  that  it  (honld  lie 
on  Ibe  lable  a  few  daya,  for  the  purpooa  of  further 
coneideratioo. 

Mr.  PommrTEH  a»ked  what  obieciioo  there 
could  be  to  the  adoption  of  a  raioluiion  to  in- 
quire. Why.  when  the  object  of  ibe  reiduiion 
itself  waa  merely  ioquiry,  shoold  it  lie  on  the 
table  for  inauiry  7  If  the  House  were  dUpoaed 
to  inquire,  ine  sooner  tbey  did  it  ihe  better;  and 
a  committee,  if  appointed,  would  make  it  a  fmr- 
tienlar  dniy  to  ioveatigale  all  ibe  poinu  in  rela- 
lion  to  the  subjeel. 

Mr.  WmsBT  said  ihat  this  reaolution  did  not 
go  to  fix  a  new  principle;  it  was  already  fixed  by 
the  Goostitu lion,  thai  the  Territories  ahould,  of 
right,  become  Slates  wheneTcr  their  popdatiMk 
amounted  to  itixiy  ihousand.  When  it  n  proba- 
ble ibal  their  nilmbera  bad  reached  this  point,  it 
waa  the  doty  of  the  House  to  investigate;  aed 
when  tbey  fonnd  it  to  be  so,  ibey  had  nothing  to 
do  but  declare  the  fact,  according  to  which,  by 
the  Constitution,  tbey  were  eoiiiled  to  becom« 
Biaus,  He  could  see  no  possible  ebjcetion  to 
the  inquiry. 

Mr.  Pitkin  said,  ibe  idea  of  the  Hisslsai^ 
Territory  becoming  a  State  at  ibis  time  was  new 
to  bim.  It  was  eotiiled  when  it  contained  aixtr 
thoBsand  iababitants,  but  ought  not  to  take  rank 
a*  a  State  before  that  period  arrived.  He  waa 
opposed  to  diacassiog  or  passiog  the  rasoluiion  at 
tbie  time,  becanse  it  would  be  holding  out  the 
idea  thai  tbe  people  of  ibis  Territory  were  of 
courae  to  be  admitted  as  ■  State,  and  that  this 
committee  waa  appoioted  merelv  to  enable  them 
lo  form  a  eonsiiiution  before  tneir  time.  _  Per- 
haps there  were  not  as  maov  iohabitanis  in  ibe 
Territory  as  in  many  eounliea  of  PennsyWani* 
and  aoBH  oUiar  Slates.    TJtia  reaolnUon  wooU 
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be  eftnsi^red  ■■  «  oort  of  i4edge  to  the  pcojd*  j 
mod  all  (hi*,  Mr.  P.  said,  wiibout  tber*  being  in 
faet  aof  petition  from  the  Turiiorjr  on  the  cab' 
jeer. 

Mr.  Bibb  «atd  he  would  betelf  remark,  that  hi 
•uipeeied  the  gcDilemaa  from  Maryland  bad  mis 
anderitiMid  the  object  of  the  delegate  from  Mj< 
aiuippi.  It  wai  certainly  true,  that  the  Minii 
•ippi  Territory  could  claim,  ■■  a  ricbt,  to  bi 
Mnitied,  at  a  Slate,  into  (be  Union  wbenerer  it 
■faonld  contain  lUtf  ihooiaDd  aouli.  It  w^s  per- 
fectly well  uoderstood  that  it  did  not,  ai  ifresent, 
eoouin  more  than  half  that  nanber.  Conae- 
quentif,  the  (wlr  qnetlion  foe  a  committee  to 
inqaire  into  would  be,  iball  the  Mtrainippi  Ter- 
litor^  be  admittod  hi  a  State  before  *hc  has  the 
leqouiie  number  f  Thii  moet  be  the  only  object 
of  the  resoluitoo. 

Mr.  PoiNDEXTBR  Mid  the  KeDiIemBu  had  mii- 
OBdenuood  hit  object,  «adhil  been  minaformed 
as  10  the  fact.  Two  coaniiu  in  the  Territory 
would  give  balf  tbe  aumbAr  reqntred  to  eoaati- 
mte  it  a  State,  a»d  the  Territory  contained  tan 
oonntiei.  iDTcatittatioa  wae  hie  eoleobjeet.  The 
geotlcmao  from  Coooeetieut  had  taid  it  wai  a 
novel  tnbjeet.  To  bim,  the  •pposilion  of  the 
gBBilenian  was  ver^r  dotcI.  When  a  proposition 
was  made  to  ieTesiigate  a  lubject  of  importance 
to  any  eeotion  of  the  Union,  were  gentlemen  to 
•ay  the*  wocid  not  inTcsiigate,  when  they  might 
withbold  from  the  people  absolute  riebls  by  t»- 
fusing  to  make  the  ioquiry  1  The  difference  of 
upioioD  appeared  to  be  whether  they  should  make 
the  inquiry  fully  or  ineSeoIualty.  The  latter 
-would  be  tbe  effeet  of  its  lying  on  the  table. 
Even  admitting  that  the  population  of  the  Terri- 
tory wae  not  sixty  thousand,  it  was  a  oDesiioQ  for 
tbe  diioretion  of  the  House,  whether  it  wootd  be 
proper  loadmii  them  earlier  or  not.  Bui  if  pre- 
cedeot  were  wanted  for  this  proposition,  it  might 
be  found  in  the  report  br  a  eoramttiee  of  tbe 
House  of  a  bill  fcr  the  Eulminion  of  ibo  Terri- 
tory «f  Orleans  m  a  State;  and  be  would  ren- 
Wre  to  afiirm  thgi  there  wai  no  oSeial  aeeooni 
of  the  population  of  that  Territory.  Mr.  P.  said 
-he  wa«  informed  that  there  was  a  nwnorial  on 
this  eabject  on  its  way  from  the  Mis«1s»ipp(  Ter- 
niorr.  He  solicited  inqairy,  not  only  into  the 
numbers  but  the  politieal  character  of  the  Terri- 
tory, and  into  their  eondact  lowardi  the  Oeoe- 
ttl  Oofcmment  whenerei  it  had  been  assailed. 
When  the  borders  had  been  ioraded  by  the  Span- 
iitdi,  in  a  few  days,  iwo  bondred  and  fifty  mili- 
tia were  batf  way  on  their  march.  When  the 
choice  spirits  of  the  East,  wearied  with  the  doll 
pursuits  of  ciril  life,  were  desirous  of  estsblisb- 
iihiog  an  empire  in  the  West,  the  ciiirens  of  the 
MBBisaippi  Territory  rallied  aroond  the  standard 
of  the  CoDsiiiutioQ,  and  put  them  down.  These 
eireumstances  had  prored  their  disposition. 

Mr.  TsoiiP  said  b«  wished  the  resolaiion  to 
tie  on  the  table,  not,  because  be  was  unfriendly 
to  the  admisatoD  of  the  Territory  into  the  Uaion ; 
br  from  it ;  but  it  was  obvious  that  there  was  no 
mfbrmation  before  the  House  od  which'ii  eonld 
ML    It  was  true  that  a  populMlon  of  sixty  ihtni- 


aand  was  not  nteesaary,  bat  a  ceitKiB  nnMoHt 
must  be.  What  that  amount  was,  Conncea  conld 
not  asecrtain,  beeanse  it  had  no  inloraaaiioa. 
How,  then,  conld  the  House,  with  any  propriety, 
direct  a  eommiiiee  to  inquire  into  a  subject, 
which  it  was  morallrimpo3sibleforillodo,ereii 
if  in  a  Commiiiee  of  tbe  Whole  for  the  pnrpose, 
hBving  no  iorbmiBitan  before  ill 

Mr.  Bibb  said  he  was  not  opposed  to  tlie  ad- 
mission of  the  Territory  into  the  Union,  but  he 
wished  the  House  to  understand  the  nature  of 
tbe  fuqairy.  fie  would  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Mississippi  Territory  whether  he  did  not  know 
there  were  not  sixty  thousand  people  within  the 
Teritory.  He  was  aware  that  Congress  might 
admit  any  Territory  id  the  rights  of  a  Sute^e* 
fore  it  attained  a  population  of  sixty  thoasaad 
souls;  and  tbe  only  question  into  which  nn  in- 
quiry would  really  b«  made,  after  the  adopiioo 
of  the  resolnlioD,  would  be  whether  tbe  Temtory 
should  be  admitted  a*  a  State  with  a  leas  popu- 
lation ihin  sixty  thousand,  or  not. 

Mr.  PoiitnBXTER  safd  the  census  of  the  Terri- 
tory had  not  been  returned ;  consequently,  he 
could  not  say  anything  as  to  the  precise  popda- 
tiOD. 

The  motion  for  ihe  resolution  to  lie  oi  th« 
table  was  lost— M  to  51. 

The  resolution  was  then  modified,  on  the  sag* 
gesiion  of  Mr.  Piteiii,  to  read  as  followa: 

Uttottd,  The!  a  eommittee  be  Sippeinted  to  inqnirs 
into  As  eipe£ene7  of  admitting  tiw  Misowppt  'fes>> 
lilory  into  the  Union,  m  a  Mpuata  and  indqwadsat 
State. 

The  resOltitioa,  as  amended,  being,  under  coft* 
sideraiioD,  Messrs.  Pitoh,  Takuunai,  Golm- 
BOBonoB,  and  ^tJinoT.  opposed  iis  passage,  and 
Messrs.  Shilie,  Macon,  Rhea,  of  Tenneseae, 
Wrigbt,  Babky,  and  Poimbbxter,  supported  it. 

The  erguaieats  agBinst  the  resolaiion  ware, 
generally,  that  It  would  be  ginng  a  pledge  to  tha 
people  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  tMt  the^ 
should  become  a  Stale  before  their  numbert  enti- 
tled them  tocliim  that  distinction;  ih«i  there 
was  no  memorial  or  petition  from  theae  people^ 
praying  admisnoB  into  the  Union,  wbion  was 
oresuraptive  proof  llial  they  were  not  very  nnz- 
Tous  for  that  ennt;  that,  as  every  State  in  the 
Union  was  entitled  to  at  least  one  Repraonta- 
live,  these  people  would  be  rapresented  («ren  if 
hut  thirty  Ihoosind)  an  folty  as  thoogh  tbey  had 
a  sufficieiit  population  to  entitle  Ihem  to  one  Rep- 
resentative; that,  without  information  as  to  the 
poputaiion,  it  was  improper  to  act  at  all,  u  so 
acting  might  excite  hopes  whieh  could  not  but 
'  :  met  by  disappointment. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  was  argued,  in  faror  of 
the  resolution,  that  Territorial  govern ments  were 
nncongenisl  to  the  spirit  of  trar  Ooreniiaent,  be- 
ing in  some  measure  controlled  by  arbitrary 
power^  bavine  no  voice  in  the  choice  of  their 
councillors ;  tbat,  although  there  was  no  mcme- 
tial  fVoni  the  Territory,  the  sense  of  the  people 
was  decidedly  expressed  through  ibe  medmm  of 
their  Delegate  on  this  floor,  who  waa  the  tegili- 
male  organ  for  tbe  eonveyanoe  of  ibeit  aeoti- 
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m«u  lo  ihe  Honw]  that. the  rMtiiHial  tStits 
required  at  leait  «s  moeh  WMiiioti  a>  tfae  House 
could  Iwstow  Ota  them,  and  it  m*  tbcMTore  eipe- 
dtent,  as  sooQ  a*  po«iible,  (o  give  to  the  Territo- 
rf,  by  mabiDg  it  a  Slate,  tfae  right  of  regutatiaK 
il3  ovD  municipal  coneerua;  itnt,  supposing  afl 
Ibese  argutnents  to  hare  do  weight,  tQe  resolu- 
lioD  merely  proposed  ioquiry,  which  was  scarcelf 
ever  liable  to  objectioD. 

The  fullowiog  are  (he  yeas  and  oajrs  on  iha 
resolution : 

Ykas— Willum  ADilenoa,  Eiekiel  Bicou,  Band 
Batd,  William  T.  Barry,  BnTwdl  BaMctt,  Williani 
W.  B9>li,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brohn,  WilKam  A. 
BuTwdl,  WiHiam  Bailer,  Jiweph  Oalhoira,  Matthew 
Cl^,  John  Clopton,  Jame*  Cochran,  William  0»w- 
'fold,  John  DawsoD,  Joae^  Dosha,  Will iaqi  Findlcj, 
Jonathan  Pisk,  Meabach  Franklin,  Gideon  Gardner, 
David  8.  Oariand.  Thomas  Ohabon,  Edwin  Gny, 
Dmniel  Hettter,  William  Halmi,  Jamei  Holland,  Jacob 
Huftj,  Richard  M.  JohnsDD,  TfaomM  Renui,  Wilham 
Kennedr,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Sanrael  Mc- 
Kee,  Alexander  McKitn,  William  MdUnley,  Pleaaant 
M.  Millar,  WHIiajn  Milnor,  Samael  L.  Mhi^ilt,  John 
Montgomery,  Nicholaa  R;  Moore,  Tfaonas  Moore,  Jer- 
•miah  M<HTow,  Ourdon  8.  Mnmroid,  Thomas  New- 
bold,  Thomas  Newton,  Peter  B.  Port«r,  Elidia  R.  Pot- 
ter, John  Rea.  of  PennsjlTania,  John  Rhem  of  Tennes- 
'Me,  Matthias  Richards,  Samoel  Ringgold,  Braitas 
Root,  Ebeneier  Sage,  Lemnel  Sawyer,  John  A.  Scnd- 
der,  Bbeneier  Bearer,  Samael  Bhaw,  Daniel  Sheflay, 
Dennis  'Smrit,  John  Smllia,  Oeorge  Smith,  John 
Smith,  Sunnel  Smith,  Heniy  Sonlhard,  Richard  Stan- 
ford,  JAa  Taylor,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Geo. 
M.  Troup,  Charles  Tnmer,jnn,  Archibald  Vnn  Hum, 
Robert  Weakley,  Robert  Whilehill,  Richard  Winn, 
Bobett  Witheinoon,  and  Robert  Wrrght—TT. 

Nits— Joaeph  Allen,  Abijah  Bigclow,  Daniel  Blaii- 
dell,  James  Breckenridge,  John  C<  Chamberlain,  Wnt. 
ChamberhD,  Epa^broditns  Champion,  Meitin  Chitten- 
den, Howell  Cobb,  RiAard  Cnlts,  Jefan  Davenport,  jr. 
WiUiam  Ely,  James  Emott,  TbomM  R.  Odd,  Dharlaa 
Gobiibaroagh.  William  Bale,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard, 
Sbeneiar  Hnntington,  Richard  Jaeksoa,  Jan.,  Robert 
Jenldna,  Herman  KiuckMbaokar^  Robert  Le  Roy  Lit' 
ingston,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBnde,  Jon; 
athan  O.  Moseley,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Joiiaii  Quinay, 
Thomas  Sammans,  J  ohn  Stanley,  Jamas  Stepheoaon, 
Lewie  B.  Bturgea,  Jacob  Bwoope,  Samuel  Taggart, 
Benjamin  Tatlmadge,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  La- 
ban  Wheaton,  and  James  Wilson. — 37. 

Messrs.  PormiBXTEB,  McKm,  HorTT,  Andgb- 
aoif,  BTtROEs,  Tan  Rehhselair,  aod  Cloftoh, 
were  appoJDted  the 


Satohd&t,  December  29. 

Oo  motien  of  Mr.  Sawtsr. 

Aeeoleecl,  That  a  committee  be  appoiuied  ic 
inquire  into  the  espedieocf  of  aheriDg  or  extend- 
ifig  the  timea  of  bolding  the  Federal  District 
Courts  nf  North  Carolina  ;  and  that  they  han 
leare  to  tepoTt  by  bill,  or  olheiwise. 

Mesats.  Sawtex,  SBBrFBr,  aod  Heisteh,  were 
appointed  a  cDmDiiitee  pursnadt  to  the  said  reao- 
latioD, 

Mr.  Van  Hobr)  from  tfae  Comnnitiee  on  tbe 
District'of  ColimlMa,  pieseotcd  a  bill  coBceming 


the  Bank  of  Alexdodria;  whieh  was  read  twice, 
and  commtited  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  oti 
MoBday  next. 

Mr.  MoHiiaw  presented  petilioDS  from  sandry 
iahabiianis  of  tbe  State  of  Ohio,  ptayhig  that 
Congress  wUI  raduee  tbe  price  of  certaiu  lands 
Ijring  within  tha  4rst  purchase,  which  said  laitds 
are  of  a  very  inferier  quality. — Referred  to  tbe 
Gommittae  on  tbe  PuUio  Laada. 

H6tin«Y,  December  31. 

Another  uMmbcr,  to  wit:  from  Delaware, 
NicBoua  Van  'Dtu,  appeared,  and  uok  Us 
seal. 

Mr.  SosTBunt,  fitND  the  oommittee  aapoiMad 
on  tbe  twe«tr-6rst  instant,  pre«enl«d  a  btfl  to  re- 
vive "  An  act  to  prescribe  the  mode  ef  taking 
evidence  in  cases  of  contested  etectioo  for  mem- 
ber* of  til*  House  of  Represenlatives  of  tbe  Uoi- 
ted  Slates,  and  to  uompct  the  attendance  of  wit- 
ne^aca,"  and  Id  addiliMi  to  tbe  same  ;  which  was 
read  -twice,  and  etxDmilted  to  a  Conmittee  of 
the  Whole  on  Wednea^y  next. 

A  motion  was  made  bv  Mr.  Bacon,  that  the 
House  do  come  to  the  following  leFoluiion  ; 

Rttolved,  Thai  the  Committee  of  Clainu  be  in- 
strneted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  ot 
■aCpending  the  ^iwation  of  Ae  several  acta  of  limita- 
tion, ■>  far  as  they  now  operate  to  bar  the  payment  of 
the  Allowing  deocriptlen  «t  claims  against  the  Unitod 
Statas,  to  wit: 

Firtt,  Loan  office  certificates. 

Setond,  Indents  for  ioteiest  on  the  'pablic  debt. 

Third,  Final  settlement  certifiGalea. 

Fourth,  Commisaioiiers'  certificates. 

Fijlh,  Army  certifieatee. 


1  lien  at  army  eeitUeatas 


atxti.    Credits  given  i 
oan  soiled. 

Stpenih,  Oradite  tin  fbt  pay  of  Ao  Army  Ibr  which 
DO  certiGcates  wen  nwed  ;  and 


The  reaoluiion  was  read  and  ordered  (o  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Sawyeh.  from  the  committee  aopoinled  on 
the  tweDty-Qinifa  iniiaiiL  presented  a  bill  to  alter 
the  times  for  holding  the  district  coQnsof  the 
district  ofNorth  Carolina ;  which  was  read  twice, 
aod  ordered  to  be  eagrosKd,  and  read  the  third 
time  on  Monday  oezi. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
PaEBinENT  or  the  Uxited  StacTes: 
Til  tie  House  of  BtpramtMeu  vf  the  United  Staim  - 

I  lay  before  the  House  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
afStsla,  complying  with  their  reaohitiaa  of  the  Iwenty- 
fintuwtanL  JAMES  MADISON. 

DicisbsbSB,  1810. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  that  part  «f  the 
same  which  relates  to  a  tariff  of  duties,  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  CcHnmeree  and  Manufan- 
lures,  aod  the  residue  thereof  referred  to  tbe  Com- 
niijtee  on  Porciga  Relations. 
'  Mr.  JBNNiHsa,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  RJuete«ilith  instant,  presented  a  hilt  to  an- 
thoiize  the  laying  out  apuUic  road  from  the  liae 
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ntabliihvd  bf  the  tfwaty  of  QnenTilte  lo  the 
Noftbbaoii,  in  ihe  Slaie  or  Ohra;  which  wm 
twice  read,  anil  commiiicd  toaCommittrcof  the 
Whole  on  Wedopsday  nexr. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton, 

Raohed,  Tbat  tlie  Coumiitee  of  Covtmcrce 
Md  MtDuraeiiire*  be  ioitraeted  to  iiN)uure 


ported  into  and  exported  from,  ibfl  Unitad  Siaie^ 
to  veiteli  belooging  to  ciiizea*  of  the  United 
Suiet. 


public  lands  ra  ih*  Terriioriei  of  Orleans  „_ 
Lonifiaaa,  mi  read  iba  third  time,  and  paswd. 
Oa  motioa  of  Hr.  CId{not,  ih«  Honae  rwolred 
itietf  into  a  Cammiliee  of  the  Whole  oo  ibe 
■mendmeBti  reported  by  the  aeltel  eounnitiee  to 
the  bill  from  lb*  Senate  respeciiof  foretsn  eoiot. 
[The  imeDdineDtsgo  lo  make  all  foreign  coin 
eurrent  at  iia  BtaQdard  value,  and  to  repeal  all 


ID  force  three  year*.]  The  bill  went  ihroujtli  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  waa  ordered  to  be 
eOBroued  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

A  bill  for  ibe  reiuoval  of  ctfrtaia  land  officei, 
>Jtd  regaUlina  certain  sale*  of  laadi  la  the  dis- 
trict east  of  Pearl  river,  went  through  m  Com- 
miilee  of  the  Whole,  and  Was  i^rdered  (o  he  en- 
growed,  and  read  the  third  time  to-miirrow. 

A  Message  was  rectiived  from  Ibe  Phebident 
OP  THE  UNfTBb  Stateb,  as  follow* : 
Ta  tht  ffoate  of  Rqtratntaiitie*  of  ihe  Untied  Slaltt  .• 

I  laj  boibra  the  Home  of  BeprMentalivw  a  Mipple- 
■aotat  t*[Wrt  of  the  Secniary  of  Stale,  sootaiDinK  in- 
fcrmation  receiTed  mdcc  tha  ilits  of  mj  Ut«  Meaaage 
•a  Iba  aabjact  of  their  nwdalion  of  the  twenty-first 
inataot.  JAMES  MADISON. 

Dbomx*  31,  leio. 

The  Meisare  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactares. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Swoops,  three  thoatftod 
eopiet  of  the  said  Message  and  docamenia  were 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  uie  of  the  members 
of  I  he  House. 

APFBOPSIATIONS. 

The  SpEiKEH  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  Ihe  Treaaorf ,  of  the  esiimaie*  of 
appropriations  neceuary  for  Ibe  aerTice  of  the 
rearlSll;  which  wairefetred  to  the  Committee 
of  Wajri  and  Mean*. 

Tha  report  i*  as  foUowi: 

TuMDST  DipiBTniT,  Dtt.  ai,  laio. 

8ixi  I  have  tha  honor  to  tnnttnjt,  herewith,  the 
■Btimate*  of  the  approprialiMi*  proposed  for  the  aarrice 
of  the  year  181 1 ;  alio  •  atatemant  of  tbe  receipta  and 
«zpeaailar«a  at  the  Treaatiry,  Ibr  the  year  entfiDK  on 
tha  30th  da;  of  Septenber,  1810. 

The  appropriationr,  at  detailed  in  the  aeliaialeB, 
amonniiDg  in  lh«  whida  to  fl*e  milliona  nine  hondred 
thonaand  five  hundred  end  nins^-fiTe  doUaza  and 
twanty-fiTe  canta,  tii ! 


FoitheoivitUst 6S83<K>  81 

For  miacellaneon*  expenaaa  -  -  -  471,B6B  IS 
For  iouroonne  with  fareign  naCtaoa  -  118,393  68 
Fh  HlliUi;  Eitabtiahmenta,  indnduif 

one  hundred  and  foity-aii  thottaand 

fire  hundred  daUarCi  Ibr  the  Indian 

Department,      -        -        -        -  2,791,600  M 

For  tbe  Naval  EatabHahment,  including 

tha  Marue  Corpa,     ■  1,8TIVST4  09 


Total 


«S,MH,fiW  S6 


The  aatimata  ofthe  Secntai;  of  the  War  Da^airtmaat 
ia  ealeeJntcd  on  the  whcdenambetof  troope  aatboriawl 
l^  lew;  b«t  it  doea  not  indode  the  peimaneot  BBSuitiae 
to  certain  Indian  tribea,  not  Ihe  aunnal  anpn^nation 
of  two  handled  thonaand  doUara  lor  fnintabing  anta 
for  the  militia,  thoaeobjects  being  proTidad  Gn  bj  per* 
meneni  laws.  Nor  is  any  eatimate  made,  af  tbe  anm 
which  roa;  be  wanted  dnrinf  tbe  eaeaing  year,  CMr 
completing  foitificationa.  The  auma  which  aaajr  be 
actually  eipended  in  the  year  1611,  for  thoee  eeveral 
o^ieclB,  are  not,  therelote,  included  in  the  aggregate 
atiOTB  elated. 

Tha  fundi  ant  of  which  appropiiatienB  may  be  made, 
fbi  tfao  purpoaei  before  nentianed,  are, 

1.  The  sum  of  aii  hundrBd  (houaand  doUua  of  the 
proceeds  of  dutiea  on  import!  and  tonnage,  which  will 
accrue  in  Ihe  year  1811  j  which  sum  u  by  law  an- 
nually raaerred  for  Ibe  lupport  of  GoTemment- 

S.  8o  much  of  the  balancea  of  approprialiaoa  nnex- 
pendndunlhe  Slstof  December,  1810,  aaianot  wanted 
ta  defray  the  expenaea  of  thai  year. 
.  3.  Tbe  sarplus  of  ihe  reveaiia  and  iucunie  of  the 
Uniled  Stalea,  which  may  accrna  te  tha  end  of  the 
year  1811,  after  aaliafyiag  the  objectalbr  which  afi^KO- 
priaiiona  have  been  luretofore  made. 

4.  Tbe  prooeeda  of  lui^  loan  er  loana  a*  may  be 
authorised  by  Congraaa. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  reapectfuti*,  •a,  vow 
obedient  aervant,  ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Hon.  BvBAKsa  of  tie  Hmtt  nf  Ktpt. 

ToMDAY,  /anoarr  1, 1811. 

Tbe  House  met,  bni  %  guornro  not  being  present, 
■djouraed  until  to-morrow  morning. 

WxDNGaDAT,  January  2. 

Two  other  new  raerabers.  to  wit ;  from  New 
Hampahire.  Nathaniel  A.'HArBN;  and  fran 
Maryland,  Job x  Cahpbbli.]  appeared  and  took 
their  aeats. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Staklet, 

ReKlvtiL  Thtt  the  CoofBittne  of  Comnercs 
and  Mannfaciure*  be  inHtrneted  to  inquire  iato 
ihfl  extiediencf  of  providing,  b^  law,  for  «  reinia> 
sion  of  penaliies  involuntarily  mcutied  by  infmc- 
tions  of  tbe  laws  prohibiting  commercial  inier- 
courte  with  Oieat  Britain  and  France, -and  their 
dependencies. 

The  SpBAKBB  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  JaBN<TAiLoB,reiigaiiif[  his  ten t  na  nmeca- 
ber  of  thn  Honse,  from  ihe  Slate  of  South  Caio- 
liaa,  in  consequence  of  bavins-  accepteii  aa  np- 
poinimeat  as  a  Senator  of  the  United  Stsiea. 
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Fbreign  CMtw — OHeant  Tirrilory. 


Mr.  JBXNiiiaa  presented  a  reBolglibo  of  Ibe  Le- 
gislaiure  of  the  IndiaDa  Tcrriiorjr,  inBiraeiing  him 
to  procDTe  the  pasnga  of  an  act  authonztng  the 
people  of  the  said  Territory  lo  elect  ttie  shetiffs 
ofthe  reaped  ire  COD  D  ties  in  Nid  Territory. 

The  reaolution  was  read,  md  referred  to  Mr. 
JBNifiRaa,  Mr.  HAVEH.abd  hfr.  Nicbolbon. 

Oo  motioD  of  Mr.  Root, 

Xe^olved,  That  the  Secretnr  of  the  Treatary 
be  directed  to  lay  before  thii  Houm  m  itatement 
of  the  whole  expenae  la  ibe  GoTerniBent  of  the 
MiDiof  iheTTaJted  Btatei.einee  its  first  e«tabli»h- 
meot;  the  profit!  oa  the  copper  eoioafe;  the 
amoont  of  gold  coined  ai  the  Mint;  and  the  rate 
ner  centum  of  ezpenee  In  refining  gold  bullion 
mIow  the  itaodard  fiaeDEM. 

An  engroated  bill  proriding  for  the  remOTal  ot 
tbe  land  oflke  eilabllsbed  at  Nashville,  in  the 
Slate  of  Tennetsee,  and  Canton,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio^  and  to  authorize  tbe  register  and  receiver 
of  public  moDey*  to  soperintend  (he  pablic  sales 
of  land  in  tbe  district  east  of  Pearl  river,  wa* 
read  the  third  time,  and  paissd. 

The  SrsAEBB  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretsry  of  the  Treiwury,  transmitting 
a  report  of  the  Commitsionen  appointed  for  the 
pnrposeofezamiDinglheelBints  of  persons  eialm- 
lag  lands  in  tbe  District  of  Kiskaskii ;  which 
were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commiitee  on  the 
Public  Lands. 

FOREIGN  COIN. 

Tbe  bill  seoi  front  tbe  Seoate-.  entitled  "An  act 
10  suspend  the  second  Feciion  of  the  act,  entitled 
'An  act  regalatiag  foreign  coins,  and  for  other 
purposes."  as  amended,  was  read  tbe  third  lime. 

A  motion  wa*  made  by  Mr.  Botd.  tiiat  the  bill 
be  recommitted  lo  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House ;  and  tbe  question  being  taken,  -it  was  de- 
termined inthenegaiiTe.  Tfaequeetien  was  then 
tahea  that  the  same  do  past,  and  reiolred  in  the 
affiroiBiire — yeas  83,  nays  20,  as  follaws :  - 

Yiis — Joes^  AUeit,  Lemael  J.  Alston,  Borwell 
Bissett,  Wiilism  W.  Bibb,  Abijsh  Bigelow,  Duiirt 
Blaiadell,  WiUiun  Batter,  Joiia  C.  Ghsmbeikin,  Wii. 


Findley,  HeshaokPianklin,  Bsnilloi  Qannslt, 
Qideon  Gardner,  Datid  S.  Garland,  Tbonsa  Gholson, 
Chsrles  OoldabaraDih,  Thomss  R.  Oold,  Edwin  Gray, 
William  Hale,  WJlUsn  Helms,  JoaMhan  H.  Hubbsrd, 
Ebenezer  HQntio|toD,  Robert  JenkiDs,  Richud  M. 
Jt^nson,  Williani  Ksnnedy,Nsthaniel  Mscon,  Vincent 
Mstthewi,  Archibald  McBTTde,SinMel  McKee,  Pleas- 
ant M.  Miller,  William  Hilnoi.  Banrael  L.  MitebiU, 
Nicholaa  R.  Moors,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Gordons.  Mnrnford,  Thomas  Nentk^,  Thomas  New- 
ton, John  Nicholson,  Benjamin  Fiehmui,  jr.,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  jr.,  Pater  B.  Porter,  Bltihji  R.  Fatter,  Josish 
Qnioey,  John  Sea  of  PennsylTsnia,  John  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nsessB,  Bsmnal  Btn^old,  John  Roane,  Ebeneier  Ses*) 
Thomas  Sammons,  Ijemael  Bawyer,  John  A.  Scudder, 
Adam  Seybert,  Bunoet  Shaw,  Daniel  Shefley,  Dennis 
Smelt,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samael  Bmiih, 
Henry  Southard,  Richard  Slsnrord,  John  Stanley, 
Lewis  B.  Storges,  Jacob  Swoops,  Samael  TaggarE, 
llthCuil.  SdSESS.— 16 


Benjanui)  Tslbnsdgs,  John  Thompsoo,  Uri  Traey, 
Robert  Weakley,  Lsban  Whealon,  Robsrt  WhitsbiU, 
James  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wii^L 

Nats — DstU  Bsrd,  Adum  Boyd,  Robert  Brown, 
Joseph  CalbottO,  Uattbew  Ulay,  iotm  CIo^i^mi,  Wil- 
liam Crawford,  Richard  Cutts,  Dtoiel  Hcuter,  Jacob 
Hufty,  John  Lore,  Aaron  Lyle,  William  MoKinley, 
John  Montgomery,  Malthiaa  Bickwrda,  ErasMs  Root, 
Ebenner  BesTer,  John  Smilie,  Chaiies  Turner,  jr., 
•nd  Archibald  Tan  Horn. 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  QmHor,  the  title'  of  the  bill 
was  amended  to  read  as  follows;  "An  act  tagu- 
laiing  the  ourreney  n£^foreign  coins,  aod  provi- 
ding for  their  assay." 

ORLEANS  TERRITORT. 
The  Honse  lesolred  itself  into  a  CommittMof 
the  Whole,  o'n  the  bill  for  admitting  the  Territory 
of  Orleans  as  a  State  into  the  Union. 

Ur.  MiTCBiLi,  rose  to  ask  for  informaiioD  as  to 
the  population,  dbe.  of  (bat  Territory. 

Mr.  PoiNDazTBB  said  he  had  no  donbt,  from, 
the  knowledge  that  he  bad  of  the  Territory,  that 
it  contained  at  least  siiiy  thousand  sonls. 
ubject  of  population  therefore  thqce  coi. 
imculty.    How  far  it  would  be  proper 


subject  of  population  therefore  thqce  could  be  no 
difficulty.  How  far  it  would  be  proper  to  poet- 
pone  the  considers lioa  of  the  bill  till  the  bill  be- 


Mr.  PoTORAS  eorroborated  the  statement  of 
Mr.Poitmcx-reB.  He  said  be  derived  bis  state- 
ment from  the  Qoveinor  of  tbe  Territory  him- 
self. The  Territory  contained  at  least  60,000 
souls.  It  had  a  right  to  become  n  Slate;  and  he 
.could  not  see  iheUast  pretence  for  an  objeclioik' 
to  it.  Congress,  however,  would  aei  as  in  their 
wisdom  tbey  should  deem  it  fit. 

Mr.  Tbodp  moved  for  the  Committee  to  ris^ 
uifing  a*  a  reason  fot  the  motion  tbe  evident 
TBot  of  preparation  in  tbe  House  to  act  on  the 
subject.  He  also  alluded  to  tbe  difficulty  arising 
from  including  within  a  State  the  territory  be- 
iwaeo  the  Missi«:.ippi  and  the  Perdidq,  yet  in  dis- 
pute aod  sabject  to  negotiation. 

Mr.  Qholson  opposed  the  Commiltee't  rising. 
He  consider^  tbe  bill  before  the  Senate  merely 
as  a  declaiatory  bill,  and  not  at  ^11  altering  (hA 
present  state  of  that  Territory. 

Mr.  W.Albtuh  said  there  could  be  no  question 
of  tbe  propriety  of  admittiog  the  Territory  as  a 
State,  whilst  it  was  in  the  power  of  Congress  lo 
make  coadilioos  with  them.  After  the  popula- 
tion was  ascertained, to  amount  lo  60,000,  they 
would  become  a  Stat^  Witboat  asking  the  leave 
of  Congress. 

Mr.  Bibb  said  it  was  very  far  from  bis  inten- 
tion to  oppose  the  paMage  of  the  bill.  On  the 
contrary,  ne  was  favorably  disposed  to  it;  but  a 
difficulty  had  occurred  to  him  which  he  would 
state  as  a  reason  for  delayiog  a  decision  on  the 
bill  for  tbe  present.  The  bill  proposed  including 
in  ihe  State  all  that  part  of  the  Territory  whiob 
lay  west  of  tbe  Petdido,  &e.  The  President,  by 
his  Prcclaraation,  althougii  he  bad  required  its 
occupation,  had  declaied  that  the  right  should  be 
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OrUatti  Timloty. 


Jakuart, 18 1L 


11  right  of  negoitmlion  on  ttte  eubjecl 
be   taken  from  tbe  President? 

Mr.  Trodp  B>id  he  had  made  the  tnotioo  to 
tiie,  becBUH  he  mw  ibai  the  Committee  were  ob- 
rioualy  Dot  readjr  to  decide.  ladepeadenl  of 
Other  consideraiioDs,  Mr.  T.  Mid  the  ratio  or  rep- 
tcKntalion  wai  doI  vet  flzed — and  did  it  not  be 
come  Congreu  to  i&Ee  care  chat  the  population  of 
the  Territory  did  aot  fall  abort  of  that  ratio? 
Would  it  be.  proper  that  30,000  inliabilaDta  in 
Orleans  ihould  hare  k  reptewniatiTe  when  fatty 
or  fifty  Ihoound  were  required  for  the  same  priv- 
ileee  id  other  parts  of  the  Union  ? 

Hr.  Bahry  said  that  the  necessity  of  State  ^ov- 
ernmeDl,  the  want  of  proper  control  by  the  Geo- 
eral  QoVemment,  and  its  inability  to  attend  lo  the 
municipal  concerns  of  the  Territory,  imperiously 
called  upon  Coogrttt  to  erect  it  into  a  Sratp.  It 
was  nDimporiani,  as  respected  the  ratio,  that  the 
bill  should  be  delayed  till  that  was  ascertained. 
Although  the  precise  populalion  coQid  not  be  as- 
certained, yet,  from  what  bed  fallen  front  thegen- 
llemeo  from  Orleans  and  Mississippi  Territories, 
it  was  probable  that  the  Territory  had  already  t 
right  to  become  a  State.  Mr.  B.  said  it  was  im- 
portant that  CoDgress  should  act  on  this  subject, 
for  a  Tarieiy  of  reasoos.  It  was  a  point  of  the 
Union  particularly  itnporiant  to  tbe  country 
which  he  represented,  new  Orleans  commanded 
the  river  through  which  the  whole  productions 
of  the  Western  and  of  some  part  of  the  Southern 
eouDCry  were  carried  to  market.  It  became  im- 
portant in  another  respect,  that  the  people  in  that 
country  thould  havethepowerof eelf-goTermneni. 
He  alluded  to  the  necessity,  in  the  present  posture 
of  aSairs,  that  ihey  should  bare  the  power  of  aelf- 
prcserTaiion  to  protect  themselres  in  the  eojoy* 
ment  of  their  rights,  and  that  the  powers  resulting 
from  State  iorereiguiy  ought  therefore  to  be  ez- 
teudedloIhenaithiiKme.  The  objection  which 
had  beet)  urged,  reapecling  the  question  of  title, 
was  equally  uolmportaot.  Admitted  in  its  full 
force,  it  would  only  require  a  tuodifScaiion  of  the 
biH,  reterviog  inCoogress  the  power  of  changing 
tfae  boundarv  of  the  Territory  ;  and  this  would 
be  a  desirable  modifieBtton  because  of  the  unde- 
fined limits  of  tbe  Territory.  Thisohjeciiou  did 
not  meet  the  merits  of  the  bill,  but  merely  sng' 
gested  a  roodiScation,  I(  was  importaoi  now  to 
Mion  thesubject,becatt*e'Congres3  had  (he  power 
,10  impose  conditions  on  the  Territory.  If  they 
waited  until  it  had  attained  a  population  of  60,- 
000,  they  cDuld  not  say  tio  to  thedemaods  of  these 
people.  Passing  this  bill  would  (end  to  show  that 
an  atlachmeot  to  ilfem  and  a  disposition  to  con- 
ciliate them  existed  in  Congress;  and  would  at 
the  same  time  admit  of  imposing  conditions  on 
them.  And  when  it  should  become  necessary  to 
discuss  the  details  of  the  bill,  the  reasoos  would 
be  found  cogent  for  reiaioiog  the  conditions  it 
contained.  One  very  important  condition  was, 
that  their  laws  should  be  enacted  and  records  kept 
in  tbe  language  common  to  all  the  States), as, 
after  they  became  a  State,  a  great  part  of  the  pop- 
■UtioD  being  Preneh,lhey  might  prefer  that  lan- 


guage. All  the  objectioDs  which  had  been  msde 
to  an  immediate  decision  on  this  subject.  Mr.  B. 
said,  were  uasubstsniial.  The  State  of  Ohio  bad 
been  admilied  into  the  Union  before  the  had  at- 
tained the  population  designated  by  tbe  Consti- 
tution. The  situation  of  the  Orleaat  Territory 
to  a  great  part  of  the  Western  coDotry  was  infi- 
nitely more  imporiaot  than  that  of  any  other  Ter- 
ritory ;  and  the  jpeople  of  that  portion  of  the 
Union  of  course  felt  greater  anxiety  in  relation 
to  it  than  io  relation  to  any  other. 

Mr.  Sbeffst  said  be  was  not  prepared  to  act 
on  tbe  subject,  because  the  materials  on  which  to 
decide  were  not  before  the  House.  Whilst  be 
wa«  disposed  to  treat  the  iobabitants  of  the  Or- 
leans Territory,  as  brolbera,and  netaa  TaseaU,  he 
wasDoi  ready  to  trantferttae  inheritance  purchased 
by  the  blood  of  our  fathete  lo  foreigners.  While 
he  looked  upon  these  peo^e  as  equals,  and  wai 
disposed  to  do  ibem  justice,  he  thought  all  they 
could  demand  at  his  nand*  was  to  be  placed  oa 
that  equality  to  which  they  were  entitled.  It  bad 
been  said  that  the  population  was  this  mach  or 
that  much.  How  much  ?— Mr.  S.  asked.  Si«r 
thousand  ?  Forty  thousand?  Tbirtythoasand? 
Would  any  gentleman  wtto  regarded  bis  honor 
ttll  Che  House  that  there  were  30,000  inhabitants 
in  the  undisputed  Territory?  He  beliered  not* 
And  would  gentlemen  favor  this  French  popu- 
lalion at  the  expense  of  their  own  interests  and 
rights  T  It  was  true  indeed  that  Ohio  became  a 
State  before  she  bad  60,000;  but  the  ratio  of 
representation  whs  then  but  30,000.  If  be  wer« 
to  reason  on  ibis  subject,  Mr.  8.  said  be  would 
say,  under  che fostering  band  of  theOenctal  Gor- 
ernment,  let  them  become  acenstomed  to  our  Qo4- 
eroment)  before  those  were  permitted  (O  gorero 
ifaemaelves  who  had -so  lately  emerged  from  des- 
potism. He  was  not,  he  said,  directly  boitile  to 
the  edmiuion  of  this  Territory  into  the  Union  ; 
but  be  made  these  obsemtions  in  answer  to  spec* 
ulations  ushered  in  lo  lead  the  Honee  fnna  ita 
duly.  Ther  ooghl  to  have  the  necesMiT  infor- 
mation. The  idea  of  a  gentleman  from  Ckorgia 
bad  also  occurred  lo  him.  respecting  (he  «ztensiab 
of  the  timitt  tothe  Perdido.  When  ihaEsecacire 
had  dlreeied  the  occupation  of  that  Territory  it 
had  given  a  pledge  ihai  it  should  be  subject  to 
future  neifotiation.  And  would  gentlemen  say. 
that  the  Executive  could  convey  away  any  part 
of  a  State?  Alihougti  it  shoold  be  hereafter 
clearly  proved,  that  the  Territory  was  not  ceded, 
what  is Ite  bound  to  do?  To  establish  a  doctrine 
spurned  at  by  all,  that  ibe  treaty-making  power 
has  a  right  to  cede  a  Stale  or  any  periof  a  State? 
Certainly  doL  This  consideration  was  sufficieut 
to  induce  the  House  to  look  about  then  before 
they  proceeded.  Why  should'  they  be  harried  on 
without  information  i  The  particular  situation 
of  tbe  Territory  bad  been  mentioned  as  a  ground 
for  an  immediate  decision.  What  was  its  situ- 
ation? It  is  far  distant;  so  is  tbe  Mississippi 
Territory.  The  latter  has  b'een  nursed  in  ib« 
principles  of  civil  liberty;  the  former  has  not. 
Tbe  latter  is  composed  chiefly  of  our  own  citi- 
sens ;  the  former  is  oot.    Mr.  &,  said  he  had  al- 
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ways  Dndenloo4  that  New  OileatiB  was  ihe  roojt 
vDlnereble  point  ofiheUDion,  andil  wastherefore 
llie  more  proper  still  to  keep  the  power  in  our 
own  hands. 

Mr.  Macoh.  said  he  wonid  treal  these  people 
as  ha  woald  the  people  of  erery  oiher  Territory. 
They  were  a  pari  of  Ihe  Dation,  and  so  ou^ht  to 
be  considered.  There  onght  to  be  no  question  as 
to  what  stock  ihev  iprnng  from ;  the  trne  qaes- 
tion  was,  ouftht  they  to  be  a  State?  The  true 
policy,  Mr.  M.  thoaBhi,  waa,  as  they  were  to  be- 
come a  part  of  the  United  Slates  to  make  them 
ane  and  indivisible  as  soon  as  poaainle.  They  had 
already  served  a  sufficient  apprenticeship  to  the 
United  Slates,  hat  oot  under  a  free  GorermneDt, 
for  the  Territorial  goveraments  were  not  free. 
The  advantage  of  exacting  or  them  the  condition 
of  asJDg  the  same  language,  waa  a  gr^ai  one.  How 
conld  l^ey  be  made  one  with  the  United,  Stalei 
nntess  by  the  use  of  the  same  language  7  Mr.  M. 
wished  lo  treat  this  Territory  ai  well  as  the  others, 
and  no  belter ;  he  woold  not  trpat  aae  as  a  daugh- 
ter and  Ihe  other  as  a  step-daughter.  He  was  as 
willing  now  to  make  Orleans  a  State  as  he  had 
been  lo  make  Ohio  a  State.  The  great  object  is 
lo  make  bs  one  people ;  to  make  this  nation  one. 
As  to  the  Mississippi  Tenitory,  it  had  not  serred 
■  much  longer  apprenticeship  than  Orleans,  haring 
only  been  acquired  bv  the  treaty  with  Spain  in 
1795.  ffhe  people^fOrleana  possessed  certainly 
as  BirDQff  an  attachment  to  the  nation  as  ceald  be 
cipecteo  from  the  time  they  had  belonged  to  it. 
When  the  Spaniards  invaded  the  Territory,  they 
stepped  forward  promptly  10  repel  them;  and 
when  some  eiliiens  of  the  old  States  forgot  the 
love  ev eiy  honest  heart  awes  to  his  country,  they 
ahoweil  their  attachment  to  the  Union  by  the 
readiness  with  which  they  lent  their  aid  to  repel 
them.  To  make  them  a  Stale  would  make  thai 
attachment  still  greater,  and  il  was  therefore  ad- 
visable la  act  OD  the  subjecc 

The  CommitteenowToee,  reported  progrcis,  and 
asked  leave  to  sit  again ;  but  before  leave  was 
granted,  the  Hoaa«  adjoomed. 

Tbubsdit,  January  3, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jobhson, 

Jlemlved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  directed  to  Inquire  into  the  propriety  of 
designating  a  portion  or  the  public  land,  west  of 
Ihe  Mississippi  rirer,  to  Eatisfy  the  claims  of  in- 
dividuals holding  uoder  the  act  of  Virgin  isof  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  aeventy-oine,  and 
report  their  opinion  to  this  Huuse, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wituerbpoon, 

Reaoloed,  That  the  Speaker  address  s  leller  to 
the  Kieeuiive  of  the  State  of  South  Qaroliaa, 
communicating  information  oftbe  resignation  of 
John  Taylor,  one  of  ihe  members  returned  fram 
that  Stale  to  serve  in  ibis  House,  thai  measures 
may  be  taken  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned 
thereby  in  Ihe  re  presentation  of  thai  State. 

Mr.  Sbybiht  presented  a  petition  of  aandry 
tnerohaniB^  manufacturers,  mechanics,  traders, 
and  other  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia,  praying  the 


renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States.— Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lote,  the  House  proceeded 
to  consider  a  reBolalion  submitted  by  him  on  the 
nineteenth  ultimo;  which  was  again  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Mr,  Rbgi,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  eommittee 
appointed  on  the  eleventh  ultimo,  presented  a  bill 
further  providing  for  Ihe  gtivernment  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Louisiana;  which  was  read  twice  and 
committed  lo  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Mon- 
day next. 

Mr.  PBAKflON,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  twenly-Brsi  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  sup- 
plementary to  an  act  passed  the  twelfth  of  Feo- 
rnary,  n&S,  entitled  "An  act  respecting  rugltirea 
fromjasiiceand  persons  escaping  from  the  service' 
of  their  masters,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  which 
was  fead  twice  and  comtniltedtoa  Committee  of 
Ihe  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

TERRITORIES  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  Bibb  said  it  would  be  recollected  that  in 
the  course  of  the  discussion  yesterday  on  the  sub- 
ject of  admittiof  the  Territory  of  Orleans  as  a 
State  into  the  Union,  he  bad  explicitly  declared 
himself  in  favor  of  such  a  course  whenerer  there 
was  information  before  the  House  to  jnitify  it. 
The  hill  now  before  the  House  on  that  subject 
provided  for  inclnding  in  thai  Territory  the  tract 
of  country  the  occapaiion  whereof  had  recently 
been  directed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  He  had  said  yesterday  that,  although 
this  step  had  been  takeA,  the  President  bad  given  ' 
a  pledge  that  the  Territory  should  hereafter  be  a 
subject  of  negotiation;  and  that  in  making  il  a 
Slate  they  would  forever  preclude  negotiation  on 
the  subject.  Mr.  B.  said,  when  the  bill  again 
came  up,  it  was  his  intention  to  more  to  strike 
out  the  provision  relating  to  this  Territory;  btu 
before  tbat  bill  came  up,  he  thought  proper  to 
move  the  following  resolution: 

Bttohed,  Thst  a  eammitlee  be  appobled  to  iaasira 
mie  ths  aipedieneyofannaiingto  Ihe  Missisaippi  Ter- 
ritory, or  of  creating  into  a  se^nte  Territorial  govem- 
ment,  the  tract  of  country  lymg  south  of  the  31it  d»- 
nee  of  north  latitude,  and  eitending  from  the  rivet 
Perdido,  to  a  line  drsnn  along  the  middle  of  the  takes 
Maoiepas  and  Pontchortiwn,  and  the  liTer  Iberville,  to 
tiajanclioD  irith  the  river  Missiwipiii. 

The  discnssion  of  this  resolution  had  [WigreeBed 
to  some  extent,  when  a  MessoKC  was  received 
from  the  PresidcDt  of  the  United  States. 

The  Speaker,  having  opened  Ihe  Message,  de- 
clared il  to  be  ola  confidential  nature. 

The  subject  then  nnder  discussion  was  post- 
poned ;  tlie  galleries  were  immediately  cleared, 
and  all  sirangera  excluded. 

The  doors  wcfc  closed  the  remainder  of  tba 
sitiiug;  which  continued  till  4  o'clock. 

PaioiY,  Janoary  4. 

The  SpEaKER  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 

from  the  Secretary  of  War,  iranamUiing  an  ao- 

count  of  Ihe  sale  of  public  ■ ""  ** ' 
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MBryluid)  in  obedience  to  bq  ■et'of  the  leeond 
of  April,  whieb  wai  reftl  mod  ordered  (o  lie  oa 
tke  imbl«. 

Oa  matiqo  of  Mr.  JcRifiNaa, 

Se$oleed,  Thai  ■  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  exptiieocy  of  openiay  k  road 
from  VincenDeB,  in  the  Indiuk  Territory,  to 
DaytoDr  ia  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  report  tbeir 
opinion  thereon  to  the  Hout'e. 

Mr.  jBnHiHoa,  Mr.  Bovd,  and  Mr,  Campbell, 
were  appointed  tbe  aaid  committee, 

Mr.  FiHDLET  prewnled  a  petition  of  the  Synod 
«f  Pillibur{f,in  the  State  orPennsylTtniB.prayiDg 
that  the  laws  and  regulations  for  the  goTernmeot 
«f  the  Poal  Office  Bsiibliabment  may  be  %o  altered 
or  amended  u  to  prohibit  mail  utagea  and  post 
riil<  "  -  -  •  -  "■  -  '  -  "■  .  ■  .  . 
men,  on 
Qeneral. 

Hr.  BiBBBTT,  rrom  the  Committee  on  tb«  Na- 
Tal  Establiehment,  prerented  a  bill  eatabli&hing 
Navy  HoipilaU ;  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
tnitled  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Wad- 
Dwday  next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed.ibe  bill,  entitled  "Ad 
act  making  an  additional  approprialioo  to  supp' 
adeSciencyin  the  appropriation  for  the  relief  ai 
protection  of  diitressed  American  aeameD, daring 
the  year  1810,"  with  an  amendment;  to  which 
they  desire  ihe  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  said  araendmcDt  was  read,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  gf  the  Whole  to-day. 
■  Another  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
HoOfie  that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  enii 
tied  "An  act  to  Ci  the  compennation  of  the  addi 
tional  Aesistaot  Postmaster  General,"  with  ao 
amendment  i  to  which  ibey  desire  the 
trf  this  House. 

The  amendment  was  read,  and  .committed  to 
the  Cotnmiitee  of  the  Whole  on  the  amendment 
to  the  bill  "making  nn  additional  appropriation 
to  sajiplya  deScieocy  in  the  appropriation  for  the 
teller  and  protection  of  distressed  American  sea- 
men, (Turing  the  year  1808. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  STUBoca, 
Jleiolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales  be  requested  to  lay  before  this  House  i 
copy  of  his  Froclamatioo  issued  the  2d  No?eia- 
ber,  tSlO  i  and  alio  a  co^  of  the  circular  letter 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Tresitiry  10  the  Collect- 
on  of,  the  Cusiomi,  in  pursuance  uf  said  Procla- 
im tioti. 

Mt.8TDR0EBa&d  Mr.  Campbell  were  appoint- 
ed a  committee  to  present  ihe  said  resoluiioa  to 
the  President. 

Mr.  Tin  Horn  presented  a  petition  of  the  in- 
habitant! of  Georgetown,  in  the  District  uf  Co- 
lumbia, praying  that  Coogress  will  aulborixe  the 
corporation  of  said  town  to  clear  out  and  deepen 
the  channel  of  tbe  Potomac  river  between  said 
town  and  the  mouth  of  the  Eastern  Branch. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District 
Colambia. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  t_. 
■nfiniahed  budness  of  the  2(1  insiaol;  and  ihf 


question  that  the  Conmiltae  of  the  Whole  House 
hareleare  to  siiagain  on  the  said  bill  being  taken. 

was  reaoUed  in  the  affirmatite. 
Tbe  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  tbe  aotendments  of  tbe  Seiule  lo 

be  bills,  entitled  "An  act  making  an  additional 

ippropriation  to  supply  a  deGciencyin  the  appro- 
priation for  tbe  relief  and  protection  of  distr^aed 
American  seamen,  duriog  the  year  1810,"  nnd 

An  act  to  fii  the  compensation  of  the  additional 
Assistant  Postmaster  General;"  and,  after  aonie 
time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and  re- 

Dried  their  agreement  to  the  atoeadmeat  to  the 

rst  mentioned  and  theii  disagreement  lo  the  last 

lentioned  bill, 

Tbe  Hoiueproceeded  to  consider  the  said  report 
oribeCommiiteeof  the  Whole,  and  the  qaestioti 
being  taken  thereon,  it  was  conciirred  in  by  the 

Mr.  Macok,  from  tbe  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  his  proposed  amendment  to  the  Consti- 
tution, reporteJ  the  following  in  lieu  thereof, 
which  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole: 

"No  Senator  or  RapnaaalatiTe  shall  ba  sppain(eii 
to  any  civil  office,  place,  or  i^ipoliUnMit  nodi  the  aa- 
ibority  of  tbe  Uniud  States  ontil  the  cxpiiatiaa  of  tba 
Presidential  term  in  which  such  penoa  shall  bava 
served  ae  a  tJenator  or  Repreaentative." 

BANK  OF  THE-  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  BoBWGLL  reported  the  following  bNl: 
A  Bill  cantinaing  in  fbrce  fbr  the  Urm  of tbe  act 

entitled  "  An  act  to  iocarpoTBte  the  solacribara  lo 

the  Bank  of  the  United  States,"  on  Ike  tenna  and 

conditioita  therein '  mentioned. 

Bt  it  enaettd,  bv  the  SentOe  and  Hmue  of  Aepre. 
tmlaHvei  of  Ihe  United  Slatei  of  ATnerica,  in  Ctm- 
grta  oMembied,  That  the  act  to  ineorparsta  tbe  *nb- 
■criben  to  the  Bank  Vt  the  United  Sutes,  jiuhI  th« 
SSIh  day  of  Febnnrjr,  in  the  year  of  oar  Lord  ITVI. 
be  and  the  aama  is  \unbj  cantinBod  ia  ftree,  aobjeot 
to  Ihe  provisions  and  oonditlatia  ia  ttiia  ad  apecified, 

fcranddafinglhofiHtbertemof y«us,&ctnand 

...  j^  »f  M«cb  neat. 
rowJw^itoper—  — " 

esideol  and  I 

the  .United  States  ahall,  on  or  belbre  the day  of 

next,  pa;  Into  Ike  Tremuyof  Ihe  United  Sutes, 

for  the  nae  thereof,  one  '"'H"'»  two  hoadiad  and  flftj 
tboosaod  ilsQan. 

Sic.  3.  And  he  U  furtkei  enaeltd.  That  the  Pre»- 
deat  and  Directors  of  the  said  Bank  sballiat  all  tine*^ 
from  and  after  the  ptnlng  of  this  act,  and  during-  the 
continnaneeof  the  siine,  ba  hotden  and  bound  to  make 
a  lorn  or  loans  lo  the  United  Stal«a,  if  reqoired  and 
anthoriied  bj  laiv,  of  any  aum  or  sums  of  money,  not 
eioeeding  at  any  one  time  fire  milliana  of  dollare,  re* 
imbnrsabie  at  the  pieasaia  of  the  Tidted  Btatea,  and 
at  a  rate  of  inteiest  not  eieecding  aii  per  centum  per 
year :  Protided,  That  it  ahall '  be  the  dniy  of  the  Sao- 
rataiy  of  tbe  Trewury  to  make  hia  application  in  wrt*. 
ing  to  the  PreaUent  and  Direclora  of  Ihe  aaid  Bank, 
fin  such  loao  w  loaaa,  at  least  three  oleudsr  months 
prior  to  the  lime  when  such  loan  or  loans  AaU  be 
required :  -  Pnmdad.aJao,  That  the  sam  of  two  millionB 
seven  hundred  and  fiAj  thouaand  dollan,  bonooed 
during  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  ten,  shall  be  eon- 
aideiod  aa  part  thereof  aad  that  no  freater  ainoant 
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■hall, be  nqnir«d  in  anj  qntiter  of  »  year  than 
miUunafdalUre:  AndproBidtd.farlhtr,  Th^tijli 
loiDl  ^>11  b«  reiinbaiubla  it  or  before  the  eij^ation 

tk  llw  nid  term  of jetn,  anlem  it  ebdl  be  other- 

wJM  Bireed  between  tiM  idd  corporation  and  (he 
United  State*. 

8ac.4.  Xtt<f&«  Jf/nrtAercnotfA)^  That,  if  the  laid 
Preudent  and  Direeton  ehall  on  any  aceuion  ftil  to 
ftirnbh  an7  loan  or  loatu,  to  be  raqnijed  by  the  United 
Btatee,  in  the  manner  herelnbeftre  enacted,  tbeir  eer- 
poratien  ahell  (brtliiritlt  b«  diMdted,  and  tb»  power 
Ihereof  Aal\  ee«M  a.oA  temlntie,  aDytUpg  in  thu  act, 
or  in  the  nd  hereby  eontinBed  in  foraa,  to  the  etintiaiy 
thereof  in  aaywtee  notwitbetandnig'. 


neetias  efter  lueh  Bleetiaa,Mall  be  capable  of  eernngr 
by  rirtua  of  luch  electiona,  nntil  the  firit  Monday  in 
Januaiy,  eighteen  hnndred  and  twiihe. 

Sic.e.  ATtdbtil/tirlhtrenactfd,  That  the  act,  en- 
titled "  An  act  to  puniifa  fhiiidg  cammitted  an  the  Bank 
4if  (be  United  Statei,"  paued  the  twenty-foutth  day  of 
February,  eighteen  haodredand  seTen,  be  and  the  fame 
j«  hereby  conttiiDed  in  force  dnting  the  eontinaance  of 
the  laid  corporation  ;  and  the  nme  ihall  at  all  timw 
hereaAar,  and  in  all  nwpecta,  be  deemed  and  taken  to 
apply  to  the  aaid  coTparBtion.in  tbe  «em«  manner  that 
k  hia  bae*  deemed  and  taken  to  apply  to  the  Mme 


B«D.'7.  And  it  it  fiiHher  matted.  That  the  Pren- 
dent'  and  Siraeton  of  the  laid  Bank  ehall.  after  the 
fimrth  d>y  of  Hereh  next,  pay  to  the  United  Stetee  an 
interact  at  the  rata  of  three  per  centam  per  year  oa  all 

■ama  of  money  abOTe  the  cum  of milHotu  ofdoller*, 

-whti^  ehall  aceannlale  to  Aa  creditef  Oa  Treaanrer  of 
ttiB  United  Statea  ia  aaidbenk,  or  in  tba  bmn^aa  of  the 

'•■me,  end  which  ehall  remain  there  fcr :  Prvided, 

It  ehall  be  the  dnty  at  the  Secntaiy  of  tba  Treaaary, 
from  lima  to  time,  to  giro  notice  in  writing  to  the  Fie- 
aident  and  Direeton,  at  leaat  — • —  days  beftire  the  term 
«r  time  at  which  the  aaid  inteieat  ahul  begin  t»  accioe 
and  be  computed;  which  notice  in  writing  (hail  epe- 
cify  the  exact  amount  of  deporite  ao  to  remain  fer  the 
whole  year  aa  afbreeaid. 

Sec.  B.  ^n<f  be  U  further  maettd,  That  the  Unilad 
Statea  ahall  be  authorized,  at  any  time  during  the  con- 
tinusnce  of  thia  act,  to  increaaa  the  capital  Mock  of  the 
said  oorpotatiOD,  in  auch  manner  a>  may  ba  hereafter 
preaeribed  by  law,  and  for  which  the  United  8l«tea 
ahall  ba  Aa  inbecriber,  and  own  to  an  amount  not  ei- 

-ceading  in  the  whoi*  < ihaia^  and  not  eicaading 

in  any  one  year eharea ;  Proetded,  That,  daring 

tbe  time  the  United  Statea  Aall  ao  hold  atoek  in  the 
■aid  cerporeiion,  they  •hall  have  the  right  to  appoint, 
in  iDch  manner  a*  ■bail  heieafler  be  d^ared  by  taw, 

a  number  not  eicaeding  of  the  direetora;  Aad 

jiTBvided,  alto.  That  the  aharea  thna  to  be  eubeeribed 
and  added,  by  and  on  behalf  of  the  United  atatea,  ehall 

nolbe  lold  at  a  price  Iee«  than par  centum  advance 

on  eadi  diare. 

8«c.9.  AndbtUfarlhtreaaeted,  That  tbe  twelfth 
•action  of  the  before-mentioned  ad,  enUtled  "An  act 
to  incorporate  the  eubecriberi  to  tbe  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  paiad  the  aecond  March,  aevanteeo  hundred 
and  ninety-one,  be  tpi  the  eaine  ia  hereby  repealed. 

Sac.  10.  A/td  htit  farther  enarttd.  That  it  ahall  be 
Ibe  duty  of  the  Prcaident  and  Director*  of  the  laid  Bank, 


on  or  before  the  day  of neit,  to  aignifir  to 

the  PtendenI  of  tbe  United  Bute*,  in  writing,  their 
acceptance,  in  behalf  of  the  aaid  corporation,  of  the 
teima  and  condition*  in  thii  act  contained ;  and  if  ther 
■ball  Ul  to  do  (o,  on  or  hafott  tbe  day  aboTe-mentiMia^ 
than  tUi  act  abaU  eeaae  to  be  in  fbrM. 

Mr.  BAiBBTT  aaid  he  had  a  ConslitatioD&l  ob- 
jeelioa  to  the  bill,  and  could  not  by  bis  rote,  aane- 
lioQ  ii  In  any  ahape.  He  therefore  mored  that 
the  bill  be  rejected.  He  did  not  wish  lo  discan 
the  motion  tosiay,  but  would  rather  it  ihoold  tie 
orer  litl  Monday.  He  made  hia  moiioa  nov,  to 
enter  his  proieat  at  tbe  ibreahold  ag;ainat  the  bill 
OD  ConatilDlionar  grounds.  He  had  hoped  tbe 
committee,  who  had  the  subject  under  coasider- 
■tioD,  woald  have  sobmitted  the  questioa  of  con* 
sliiutLODality,  io  some  ahape,  before  they  had  gone 
)D(D  details;  that  not  baring  been  the  caae,  he 
was  compelled  to  make  thia  motion. 

Mr.  BnawELL  concurred  with  hii  colleaffue  is 
his  okjectioDs  to  tbe  principle  of  the  bill,  it  wis 
his  decided  conviction  thai  the  Constitution  did 
noigire  to Coogress [hepower  toeatabliab a  Bank 
of  the  United  Eltstes.  This  being  his  itn press! on. 
and  a  matt  deliberate  one.  because  he  bad  ?ifweil 
the  subject  io  erery  light  lie  could,  in  the  siiualioB 
be  occupied  as  a  member  of  the  committer  be 
coald  not  but  vote  for  the  rejection  of  the  Dill; 
alihoagh  he  had  intended  to  tnare  that  it  should 
uke  the  Dsuat  course  of  all  bills.  In  this  whola 
business  be  said  he  bad  been  guided  by  the  in- 
siroetioos  of  the  committee.  When  firat  the  sdI>- 
ject  bad  been  presented  to  the  committee,  he  bad 
orged  the' same  objec'tioos  as  were  now  stated; 
but  without  effect.  On  the  details  of  tbe  bill  the 
miltee  had  differed  very  materially,  and  re- 
porting it  in  its  present  form  was  the  revolt  of  a 
nutual  acooromodation,  in  order  to  bring  tht 
object  before  tbe  House.  The  billas  now  re- 
ported, he  said,  was  rery  similar  lo  the  one  re- 
E Dried  to  this  House  at  the  last  session  ;  it  differed 
utin  two  points,  the  one  was,  in  repealins  the 
12(b  teetioD  of  the  Act  of  1791,  which  preclttdad 
the  OoTernmentfromestablishiDgany  other  bank, 
tbe  other  In  nnthoriziog  the  QoTeramrnt  to  in- 
crease the  capital  and  take  shares  itself  with  a 
pToponioaaie  direction.  If  tbe  qnestton  of  re- 
jection was  put,  he  was  bound  to  rote  for  it,  be- 
cause he  could  not  vote  for  the  renewal  either  ou 
the  gronods  of  constitutionality  or  expediency. 
But  he  iboDghi  it  would  be  fair  to  take  up  tbe 
tisciJssion  at  a  future  day;  and  if  a  majoritr 
ihbnld  be  really  of  opinion  that  the  Conatituiion 
bad  given  to  Congress  the  power  of  esUblishlDg  * 
corporations  within  the  limits  of  the  Slates,  willi- 
-  ■  their  consent,  that  they  might  hare  an  oppor- 
ijr  of  making  the  bill  as  TarorabU  as  tW 
coald,  and  guard  againit  all  the  abuses  to  wbic& 
inch  an  institution  was  liable.  It  wa;.  imporient 
0  erery  point  of  riew  that  it  should  be  decided 
IS  speedily  as  possible,  whether  as  it  regarded  the 
people,  the  stockholders,  or  the  pecuniary  arrauge- 
—ents  of  tbe  Qorcrnmeot,  If  the  geutlemaa 
oald  content  to  postpone  The  discussion  of  hia 
otioD  to  Monday,ii  woald  meet  bis  approbation. 
Hr.  BissiTT,  eomplytng  with  the  wishes  of 
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bufrjeod,  withdrew  hismoiioQ  Tor  lejeeiioD,  lod 
tDOTed  topostpoae  ihe  further  coDsidcratioo  of 
the  bill  to  Meodar.  Ooe  of  the  great  argumeois 
naed  io  favor  of  the  renewal  and  againat  ibe  CoD' 
BtitatioDtl  objeetioD,  was  the  acquie*ceaee  of  ihe 
State*  in  the  act ;  he  was  desirous  to  reject  thii 
bill  before  arffumeaii  of  an  aequiescence  od  the 
pan  of  ihis  House  coold  be  drawn  from  their 
conBtdeiBtion  ot  it. 

Mr.  MiTCBiLL  said  he  wBi  agaiiiat  the  motioD 
for  pottponement ;  the  cbairnian  of  the  commit' 
tee,  ne  said,  had  well  expressed  the  reasona  which 
bad  induced  the  committee  to  report  tbii  hill. 
Thef  bad  been  disposed  to  being  ibi*  t.ubject  be- 
fore the  Home,  that  it  might  he  there  acted  on 
ja  Committee  of  the  whole  Home.  The  gen- 
llemao  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Dabsett,)  who  had 
firii  spoken,  had  expressed  his  maoly  and  booetl 
dicapprobaiion  of  the  bill,  and  had  protexted 
apiDHt  it  a«  unconstitntional.  Mr.  M.  said  he 
wished,  after  haTlDtf  expressed  his  opinion,  that 
Ihe  geoilemaa  would  have  permiued  this  bill  (o 
lake  the  ordinary  course  of  bills.  That  wta  the 
wish  of  the  committee.  The  bill  eoniained'kn 
insulated  section  for  renewing  the  charter,  ■  mo- 
lion  Io  strike  oat  which  would  give  ample  scope 
to  debate  ob  the  Coastituiional  qaesiion. 

Ur.  Oholbon  rose  to  make  a  question  of  order, 
wbeihcr,  when  objecttoo  was  made  to  its  passing 
to  a  second  reading,  aiiy  motion  in  relation  to  ' ' 
bill  could  be  received,  unless  lo  rtjecl  it.  Beti 
iDg  the  bill  to  be  uneonstiiutiooal,  and  feeling 
bimaelf  bound  by  bis  oath  to  vote  against  it  in 
alfittilages,  he  was  desirous  to  take  aTote  on 
rejection. 

Messrs.  Basbbtt,  Qaoi^ON,  Pitkin,  Bdhwell, 
Nbwtoh,  and  Sbbpfbt,  spoke  to  the  question  of 
nder. 

Tbe  Bfeaxbb  decided  that,  when  opposition 
was  made  to  the  second  reading  of  a  bill,  the  mo- 
lion  of  rejection  superseded  every  other  motion, 
except  a  motion  of  adjournment. 

Mr.  Gbolbom  renewed  Ihe  mgiioii  to  reject 
Ibe  bill. 

Hr.  Sdefpbv  intimated  that  aa  he  was  not  sat- 
isfied that  i(  was  within  Ihe  power  of  Congress 
Io  pass  such  a  law,  and  therefore  wished  the  sub- 
ject discussed,  he  should  vote  agsiost  rejection. 

Mr.  Macoh  said  this  was  a  great  question, 
toncbing  the  whole  moneyed  Interest  of  the  na- 
tion, and  materially  affecting  the  collection  ot 
the  rerenue.  He  was  as  clearly  of  opinion  that 
it  was  expedient  to  renew  (he  charter,  as  be  was 
that  it  was  uneonsiitutionel.  He  did  not  believe 
the  wisest  men  among  ibem  couid  tell  the  evils 
vhieh  wonld  result  from  (he  disjolutiou  of  the 
bank.  Nothing  but  the  most  perfect  coavidjon 
tn  his  own  mind  (hat  ibey  bad  not  (be  power  to 
)MM  the  bill  would  compel  him,  when  iheqneB(ion 
was  put,  to  vole  against  it.  A  decision  ought 
not  to  be  delayed.  They  must  decide  whether 
they  would  take  the  paper  of  (he  State  banks  or 
IcBve  a  power  in  (he  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
or  somebody  else — as  great  a  power  almost  as 
could  be  gi?en— to  say  what  State  paper  sbould 
be  received,  in  payraeat  of  the  revenoe,  or  wbe- 


tber  nothing  but  specie.  He  wbs  againit  aoj 
postponement. 

Mr.  SoDTBARo  said,  he  thought  it  would  be 
proper  to  permit  Ibis  hill  (o  take  the  commoii 
course.  He  could  not  see  anything  so  very  ob- 
noxious in  it  as  to  induce  the  House  to  reject  it. 
He  was  himaelf  unfriendly  Io  the  renewal  of  the 
charier;  but,  as  the  people  were  much  intei^ 
ested,  Bod  petiiioui  on  tbe  subject  have  been  re- 
ceived from  many  respectaUe  citiscna,  it  wa« 
their  dut^  to  meet  tbe  qnetiioD  fairly,  to  give  it 
that  coDsEderatioa  which  (he  imponance  of  the 
subject  required.  His  tetsou  for  voting  against 
tbe  rejection  was,  that  tbey  should  meet  theque^ 
lioD  fairly. 

Mr.  SEYBBflTsaid,  if  hewaseompelled  togire 
a'decifive  vote,  he  must  vote  for  the  reJectloD  of 
Ibe  bill.  NevertbelFss,  he  was  very  willing  to 
bear  the  subject  discussed,  and  to  receive  light 
on  ii.  He  ihoughc  gentlemen  were  too  much  tn 
a  hurry.  This  was  a  subject  in  which  the  whole 
Union  was  macb  interested,  and  ought  to  be  fullj 
discusied. 

Mr.  Dawboh  said,  lUal  although  he  beliered 
the  bill  uoconstituiional^  he  must  vole  against  re- 
jection, because  he  believed  it  ought  lo  be  fully 
discussed. 

Mr  BtcOR  said  he  was  opposed  to  tbe  bill  ob 
CoBsiitutional  grounds;  but  his  mind  was  not  ao- 
fully  made  up;  he  had  not  so  much  coaSdeo«» 
in  bis  owa  infaltibility,  that  be  would  reject  all 
discussion.  He  (boald  therefore  vote  against  re> 
jeclion ;  but  he  hoped  (hB(  this  vote  would  not 
t>e  considered  aa  prccludiog  him  froia  votiog 
■gainst  the  bill. 

Mr.  Shilik  said,  whatever  they  might  ultt* 
mately  do,  the  questron  was  of  too  great  magni- 
tude to  be  decided  without  debate.  !i  was  a  re- 
spect due  to  the  intnest  whieh  the  subjeei  bad 
excited  in  (he  public  mind  that  it  should  take  the 
usual  course  of  busitiess.  He  hoped  the  Honae 
would  not  reject  tbe  bill  without  bearing  the  ar- 
guments in  favor  of  it.  By  vaiing  against  re- 
jecdoo,  be  did  nut  consider  himself  committed  as 
to  hit  future  vote. 

Mr.  Wriobt  said,  be  wished  the  subject  post- 
poned  to  WedneDdav  next.  If  tbe  ffemlemaa 
from  Virginia  would  consent  to  withdraw  bis 
moiioii  for  rejection,  it  would  be  a  great  accoo' 
modaiLon,  and  give  an  opportunity  to  examine 
thesubjecu  His  present  impression  was,  ihatoo' 
charter  ought  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  OoLDeaoBODOB  said,  that  Ibe  vole  oo  (his 
question  would  not  be  conclusive  of  anjlh'mg. 
He  bad  been  happy  (hat  gentlemen,  in  priocipTe 
opposed  to  the  bill,  bad  declared  (hat  they  should 
vole  against  rejection  because  they  wished  for 
discussion.  He  hoped  no  genlleman  would  con- 
sider himself  committed  by  this  vote;  he  cer- 
(sinly  should  not. 

Mr.  McE^B  said  he  bad  not  expected  that  so- 
great' a  question  ai  this  was  to  have  heeo  decided 
to  a  few  hours.  He  had  reserved  to  himself  time 
to  ezamiue  difiiculties  io  relation  to  the  subject  ^ 
and,  not  havinfr  done  so,  must  now  for  that  reeaoa 
vote  against  tejecuon. 
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Mr.  GHOLsoif  iMd  tuppoMd,  that,  at  the  Vjoh- 
tioD  of  cDnsiituiionaluy  had  been  the  rabjeel  of 
di»ctMsion  for  Iventf  yean  jiait,  every  ^nlle- 
inaa'i  mind  was  made  up  an  it:  bat,  leeing  lo 
many  genilemen  uofrwodly  to  coe  btU  about  to 
vote  agBiasl  rejeciion,  and  SndJDg  thai  tbe  qaei- 
tion,  wbefi  »hm,  wanld  decide  aotbing,  be  with' 
itwt  the  morioB  for  rejeetioa. 

The  bill  went  to  a  secaod  m<lii>|  of  conna, 
■nd  waa  referred  to  a  Committee  of  ib^  tVhoie. 
TEERITOBT  OF  ORLEANS. 

The  House  reraWed  iteeir  into  a  Committe*  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  admiciiDgihe  Territory 
of  Orleane  into  tbe  Union  as  an  iudependenl 
Slate,  Ac. 

Mr,  WflMTOit.— -Whenerer  a  bill  ii  offered 
for  our  MOfltion,  io  order  that  it  tnay  become  a 
law,  it  ia  proper,  before  we  give  it  foeh  mdciiod, 
that  we  knonld  iotjuire  whethu-  tbe  Bubject  of  ic 
ia  such  aa  we  have  CfioatiiuiioiiaLanthoriiy  lo 
legiilaienpon  ;  and  if  so,  whriber,  from  acoo- 
lideratioi  of  lime  and  circumctance^  it  be  expe- 
dient ao  to  do. 

It  ipiiearE  to  me  thai  the  bill  now  before  as 
it  objectionable  on  both  ibe«egroiuida,and.  if  lo, 
there  is  a  double  reaooa  why  it  should  not  past. 
h  few  momeotB  will  be  lafficient  fur  the  remftrka 
i  hftTe  to  iDake  upon  either ;  and,  if  ihcy  iball 
be  deemed  of  no  conaeqiienGe,  there  will  be  this 
conBolatioa;  that  they  will  hare  occupied  but  rery 
little  time. 

The  mbjeet  of  this  bill  is  tbe  Orleao*  Terri- 
lory,  and  the  olgect  of  it,  to  form  that  Territory 
into  a  Biate,  the  people  of  which  arv  to  be  *w- 
jeci  10  tbe  tame  dniiee,  end  entitled  to  the  eame 
privilegeB,  at  the  people  of  the  United  Stale*  in 
their  iederaiire  eepaciiy.  it  will  be  oinerted 
that  ourConstitDiiOD,  byitseo&ctingebnie,  was 
ordained'  and  eitablished  for  the  then  United 
Stales  of  America.  The  United  Sutes  being 
thai  incluilcd,  implies  an  exdaaioo  of  ail  others. 
It  mav,  therefore,  be  fairly  coneludei)  that  those 
that  tramed  this  ConxiiniioD.  and  those  that 
adapted  it,  never  intended  that  lie  immediate  op- 
eration ahould  extend  to  any  people  that  did  not 
then,  or  ihet  ibonld  not  thereafter  be  tnclnded 
wittna  tbe  limits  of  the  United  States ;  that  they 
did  not  intend  to  enter  into  a  pannership  of  this 
tort  withoat  tome  knowledge  of  those  that  should 
compose  it,  lest  the  impfoper  conduct  of  some 
might  end  io  the  ruin  of  all.  The  Territory  of 
Orfeans  certainly  was  not  within  the  limit*  of 
the  United  Siete*  when  theConstitulion  was 
enablished.  It  was  known  to  be-otherwise.  The 
people  there  were  foreigncM  to  us,  end  subjects 
of  another  Oovernmeci.  That  it  could  not  have 
been  intended  thai  the  CoDstitntion  sbonld  em- 
brace these  people  and  this  Teriilsry,  may  be 
ar^ved  from  tbe  extreme  danger  of -carrying  the 

Kinciple  into  oeeiation.  If  we  may  extend  our 
nits  Btall,  without  the  consent  of  the  people, 
further  I  ban  what  is  expressed  in  the  Cotntiiu- 
tion,  who  eantell  where  will  be  onr  ultimate 
bounds,  or  what  nnmber  of  States  we  may  have 
in  the  Union  1    Porchan  anA  conqoMl  are  ah> 


{'eete  of  ambition.  The  .great  Nepoleon  may 
live  more  land  to  sell,  and  Spain  now  poatew 
what  she  cannot  retain.  May  we  not,  in  tim^. 
have  the  whole  of  South  America,  some  of  tbe 
West  India  iriands,  and,  poasibly,  Qreat  Britain  7* 
And  if  so,  Bpon  the  same  principle  that  we  forta- 
ihe  Territory  af  Orleans  into  a  State,  we  maf 
form  these  Terriloriea  into  as  many  aeparue- 
States  as  we  please,  and  admit  thetn  into  the' 
Union  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges  that 
any  of  onr  States  now  possets  and  enjoy.  Then 
what  wilt  become  of  the  Old  United  States,  who 
first  entered  into  ibe  compact  conlained  in  the 
Canstituiioo,  and  for  whose  benefit  alone  that 
iDslrnraeot  was  made  and  executed.  Instead  of 
these  new  States  being  ennexed  to  us,  we  shxtl  be 
annexed  lo  them,  Ipse  our  independence,  and 
become  altogether  inbject  to  their  control.  Be- 
sides, it  may  be  recollected,  that,  when  onr  inde- 
pendence and  natioaal  existence  was  acknowl- 
edged by  the  other  natiooa  of  the  world,  the 
Territnty  now  i»'oposed  to' be  received  into  iba 
Union  made  no  part  of  tbe  United  Sutes  ao  ao- 
knowledged ;  if,  therefore,  this  be  done,  a  jealoim 
may  be  created  in  iboee  other  nations,  end.  ■gomi- 
bly,  they  may  have  some  reason  toccmpUin  that, 
ioaddiiion  to  tbe  immense  iocrease  uf  fiopular 
lion  within  our  ancient  limits,  we  should  extntd 
our  boundaries  to  far  as  lo  indade  oiber  coun- 
tries. '  This,  however,  by  those  who  justify  the 
GhJverDmenls  uf  other  nations  in  the  pursuit  of 
their  projects  for  universal  dominatioa,  will  be 
thought  deserving  of  very  little  eoQBtJeraiioD. 
But,  It  may  be  well  quettiooed  how  far  the  taking 
of  positions- ibat  may  lead  to  war  comports  with 
that  pacific  diipositien  which  the  people  of  the 
United  States. bare  been  soaDzious  lo  maintain: 
and,  whether  the  obligation  they  have  placed 
themselves  under,  by  adopting  the  Constitation, 
to  guaranty  to  every-St^te  in  the  Union  a  reputk 
liean  form  of  government,  and  to  protect  each  of 
them  against  invasion,  can  be  mane  to  extend  to 
Ihe  Orleans  Territory,  or,  whether  lite  President 
can  have  any  authority  to  send  our  militia  there 
to  repel  any  invasion  or  suppress  anjr  insurreO' 
tion  that  may  happen  there,  are  inquiries  worth 
some  aiteaiion  before  we  pass  this  act.  And 
there  will  be  fonnd  another  difficslty  io  the  way 
of  carrying  the  object  of  it  into  full  effeat.  If 
the  people  of  that  Territory  are  admitted  into 
ihe  Union  at  a  Stale,  oa  an  equal  footing  with 
any  of  the/tiow  Uoited  Stales,  they  will  have  a 
right  to  send  to  our  Legiilaiute  not  only  Repre> 
sentaiives  ia  proportion  to  their  numbers,  bor, 
also,  two  Seoaiors,  and  the  Constitution  makes  it 
a  necessary  qualification  for  a  Senator  that  ha 
should  have  beea  a  citizen  of  the  United  States 
at  least  nine  years,  i  period  further  back  than  it 
can  he.  pretended  that  any  of  the  people  of  that 
Territory  ever  belonged  to  the  United  States,  na- 
lele  they  be  emigranls,  and  have  not,  thereby, 
lost  their  ciiizenship.  And  a  President  of  th« 
United  States  they  never  can  have  from  amoitg 
their  own  people,  unless  he  be  yet  to  be  born,  for 
DO  person  except  I  nstaral  horn  citizen,  or  a  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States  at  the  time  of  Uie  ndop- 
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tioo  of  ths  ConUitutioo,  can  be  eligible  to  the 
office  of  Pretideni.  But,  it  hn  bten  MJd  that 
-Congircw  hava  tlmdy  pUEcd  ■  law,  whsreio 
'tfaey  b*.Te  siipuUted  vtiib  lho*e  people,  ihat  ibey 
-ebftll  be  formed  into  a  SiiU  when  they  shall 
)|wTe  gained  a  certain  Dumljer  of  lolIabirMKs.  In 
■aaiwer  to  this,  ii  is  8u£oieat  to  taf  ibai,  if  ii  be 
i&eori'ect  to  promis*  to  do  «  wron^  'bias,  it  is 
more  iDcorreoC  still  to  do  iL  if  Ibu  bill  be  uo- 
coDstitutional,  bo  wax  thai  law. 

But,  in-  opposiiioa  lo  all  this,  it  will,  uodoabt- 
edly,  be  said  that  several  new  Statea  bare  been 
formed  b^  Coagress  ttoee  the  adoption  of  tbe 
CoDstituuon,  and  Ibat  ihef  are  well  aathorized 
by  that  insimraent.  This  is  aaniitied.  "New 
Stale*  may  be  admitted  by  the  Congress  into  this 
Unioo."  But,  if  we  look  into  the  article  where 
this  authority  is  to  be  found,  we  shall  find  it  ap- 
plicable to  the  terrilOTiesi  theo  ioctuded  wilhm 
the  limits  of  the  United  Sute*,  or  to  a  division 
of  some  of  the  States  then  already  fonned ;  be- 
yond which,  it  is  believed,  this  authority  has 
never  been  nercised.  The  Old  Confederation 
did  ezpre»Rl^  auihoiiie  the  adoiiasioa  of  Canada 
into  the  Udidd,  bat  the  present  Constitution  does 
nut.  If  such  an  authority  bad  been  proposed  to 
have  beeu  given  to. Congress  by  it,  perbapa  it 
had  never  b«en  adopted. 

If,  however,  it  abould  be  believed  that  this  bill 
Uigbt  tnw  into  ajaw,  in  striot  oonformiiy  with 
the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  Convtitutioa,  it  is  ap- 
prehended that  ibe  measure  wogld  beeztremelr 
impolilio  and  ioexpedient  At  the  present  moment. 
We  have  not  even  the  possession  of  a  part  of  the 
eoDntry  proposed  to  be  embraced  by  this  biti,  and 
both,  title  and  posansion  have  been  disputed.  It 
i«  tme  we  have  bought  ilie  whole  ooontry,  and 
dearly  paid  for  it,  but  siill,  if  we  have  not  a  jnst 
title,  we  ought  not  to  expect  to  hold  it ;  and  it  is 
NOW  admitted  to  be  a  subject  of  negotiation ;  and, 
eve«  if  our  iitlet  sball  be  found  to  be  good,  and 
we  gain  a  peaaeabte  poasuaion,  siiJl,  if  we  bare 
s  rigkl  to  buy  a  thing,  I-  know  not  why  we  may 
BoteeM  it.  But,  as  ibe  expediency  of  thiameae- 
lue  baa  been  eonaidered  by  other  gentlemen,  I 
fotbmr  to  add  lolhe  remarks  I  have  already  made. 

Hr.  MiLLiB  said  it  would  be  observed  that 
there  were  two  applications  to  this  House  for  ad- 
mission into  the  Union  as  States;  one  from  the 
Mississippi  Terrilorr,  and  the  other  from  the  Or- 
leans Territory.  -  Tne  laitar  only,  said  he,  is  con- 
tempiated  by  the  bill  beibre  you.  Neither  of  these 
Territories  have  the  niHober  of  iababiiaoii  tfr- 
qoited  b^  law  to  enable  them  to  demand  their  ad- 
mission lam  the  Union  as  a  matter  of  right.  It 
may,  therefoTe,  be  said  with  propriety  lo  be  an 
appltcalion  for  a  favor,  goina  directly  to  an  ami- 
cable discussion,  and  which  we  may  grant  or 
lefoss  without  running  the  risk  of  breaking  any 
legal  or  moral  obligation. 

it  has  been  oMected  against  the  bill  that  the 
population  of  tbe  State  proposed  will  not  be 
American.  Without  intimating  how  far  this 
consideration  raay  have  iofluenos  on  my  mind, 
under  the  circumstances  in  wbioh  liut  country 
■us  bean  lately  placed,  1  cannot,  howevar,  bw  rt- 


mark  that  it  is  aalnml  fbf  ttan  to  carry  bis  feel- 
ings and  prejudices  about  him.  I  was  bora  in 
Virginia,  sir,  and  I  have  doI  yet  lost  some  of  my 
Virginia  reclioas,  aotwilbstandiBg  an  afasence  <it 
fifteen  years,  and  I  cannot  see  why  we  sfaovJd 
expect  tbe  people  of  Orleans  to  act  and  feel  dif- 
ferently from  other  people,  more  paiticBlarty, 
when  the  French  nation  is  towering  so  far  above 
the  otWr  oBiions  of  ths  earth ;  ther  will  have 
a  secret  pride  in  their  glory,  they  will  ba*«  some 
sitacbments,  to  what  extent  I  cannot  ray;  bat, 
inasmuch  as  we  know  that  if  we  send  Paddy  to 
Paris,  that  Paddy  he  will  come  back,  ifae  idea  is 
certainly  not  unworthy  of  oar  consideration. 

The  bill  on  yonr  table  has  anotfacf  objection, 
of  some  weight  with  me,  in  relation  to  iis  policy. 
Yott  propose  to  do  them  a  favor  by  gran  ting  them 
an  admission  to  the  rank  of  other  States  before 
they  can  legally  demand  il,  and.  .at  iha  sanie 
time,  you  propose  terms  bcyood  wiiich  they  can- 
not go.  This,  sir,  resembles  very  moch  a  polite 
invitation  to  walk  in,  but  under  an  injunction  to 
see  tlisl  yoDr  feet  arc  well  cleaned,  and  your  toes 
liirned  out.  It  is  a  nig^rdty  sort  of  policy  that 
I  sm  sorry  lo  see  eagtiUfd  in  the  bill.  Jf  joa 
design  to  be  liljeral,  be  so;  do  not  destroy  you 
liberality  by  an  ungenerous  sentiment.    . 

Again,  sir.  there  are  ohjectiaos  to  the  bill,  u 
presented,  tdai  renders  it  impossible  for  me  to 

fivt  it  my  sanction.  It  will  be  seen,  sir,  that  the 
ill  proposes  tn  annex  that  portion  nf  West  Flor- 
ida in  dispute  between  this  and  tbe  Spanish  Sor- 
ernmcDt  to  the  Stats  to  be  formed  out  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Orleans.  The  Psesideai  has  declared 
to  the  world  that  this  portion  of  the  coiutry,  in 
OUT  hands,  shall' be  subject  to  mutual  arrange- 
meats,  hereafter  to  be  entered  into  between  the 
two  Qoveramcnis.  But,  oooa  annex  it  to  a  Stats 
and  the  powerto  negotiate  ceases.  Whai  power 
tutTe  we  to  negotiate  about  the  tcrrilory  of  any 
of  tbe  Statea?  .  We  bare  noae. 

A||aio.  sir,  1  never  will  coosent  that  the  bay  of 
Mobile  shall  be  annexed  to  any  State  which  ia- 
cludes  New  Orleans  and  the  mouth  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, unless,  indeed,  they  are  both  iaclnded  in 
the  same  State  with  the  wtiola  country  natlh,up 
to  the  Tennessee  line. 

If  you  annex  West  Florida  to  the  Stale  to  ba 
composed  of  the  Orleans  Territory,  they  will 
then  possess  a  naitow  slip  of  the  country,  incln- 
diog  nearly  the  whole  of  the  seacoast  of  Orleans, 
(including  the  bay  6l  Mc^ile,)  with  a  most  szien- 
sife  up-country,  composed  of  a  great  part  of  the 
Mississippi  Territary,  and,  I  may  say,  Tennessee, 
wholly  dependent  on  them,  perhaps,  ibr  leave  to 
go  out  into  tba  bay,  and,  certainly,  for  tbe  tut- 
prQvement  of  its  navintion.  And  this,  sir,  is 
rendered  more  probabk,  as  we  know  men  net 
mostly  for  their  own  interes(.  And,  as  New  Or> 
leans,  from  its  present  population,  will  .govern 
the  councils  of  that  Stale,  let  me  ask,  sir,  if  it 
wiU  not ,  be  their  ia(cte»t,  as  much  as  possiUe,  to 
divert  tbe  trade  and  capital  fram  the  Mobile  to 
the  Mississippi!  And  what  security  have  we 
that  she  will  not  do  sol  None;  ann,  from  the 
Bawre  of  our  QovetsmeBt  can  have  nane. 
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UpoB  iIh  plui  I  pMpoi^  fratn  ibaaztcitof  tbe 
oouKirf  propMcd  to  b*  aoDeied,  ibe  people  wbo 
iababii  it,  ia  lime^  will  b«T»  ihe  prapondaninoB, 
«Bd  tbeir  iDlerMt  will  djeiau  ibe  proper  eoune 
to  be  poTMed  in  reUlioB  to  the  free  paiMge  sf 
ibe  Mobile. 

We  BMf.  alto,  with  aoma  eertaioir,  prononMe 
thai  ibe  popnlaiioa.of  ibe  MiaiiaMppi,  if  il  is  not 
now.  will,  u  a  few  ranra,  be  the  grealeal  (lave 
popnlatioD,  in  propoTtioD  (o  ttte  whtiea,  of  anf 
counirr  io  tbe  Uoiied  Statei.  It  it,  ihea,  of  »o 
cortaeqDeo^  to  bava  iboae  Mitleneat*  u>  eon- 
nected  with  other*,  oompoted  of  white*,  ai  ibai 
tbey  majr,  at  all  liiDea,  be  able,  within  the  limiti 
of  their  iarisdieiioo,  to  tupprn*  ininrreelioai  of 
that  aortf  It  not  thi«  aoanwderatioa  that  ooghi 
to  be  taken  iaio  aeaouai?  1,  tbeve&re.  move 
you,  lir,  to  strike  out  tbe  whole  of  tbe  bill,  from 
the  words  "a  bill,"  for  tbe  parpoce  of  ioaeniaf  a 
«eetioD,  br  w«r  of  ara^Ddiaeni,  the  effect  of 
which  will  be  to  eoniolidate  boib  tfaa  Territories 
into  a  siogle  Slate,  which  will  iacliide  the  whole 
of  tbe  MMiitir^  bdoBf  iag  lo  the  Uaited  Siatea. 
east  of  the  Uwiuippi,  and  Rinith  of  the  State  of 
Teancawe.  This  plao  will  avoid  tbe.objeetions 
mada  to  the  want  of  niiiDbera,  and  will  gire.alfo, 
an  American  papolaiioa  to  ihe  Bute,  if  that 
should  bedeeirable;  and  will,  alio,  sToid  tbe  dif- 
fieolty  occaiioaed  fron  the  sttaation  in  wbiefc 
Weal  Florida  ia  at  this  time  plaaed.  To  this  plav 
I  san  eee  but  one  objeciioa  that  ongbl  lo  have  any 
aort  of  tnflneiwe,  and  ibat,  sir,  ezinta  more  in  idea 
than  realilf.  It  it  to  tbe  sixe  of  Ihe  propoeed 
State.  Di*id*  and  anbdiriile  this  eoootrf  a*  jwa 
will,  their  imereata,  In  a  political  point  of  view, 
will  b«  the  Miae.  Their  repra««ntation  in  this 
House  win  neither  be  inereucd  nor  dimiDiahed 
bjr  a  eonaolidalion.  In  the  Senate,  the  plan  pro- 
poaad  is  ^really  to  the  advantage  of  the  old  Slates. 
In  that  Houae.  they  will  have  but  two  Senators 
iuMcad  of  four  or  six,  according  to  tbe  aumbir  of 
State*  that  may  be  atade. 

Then  is,  also,  no  legal  objeeiioB  lo  this  )At%. 
Tha  Treaty  of  1803  with  the  rreneh  Repablie, 
only  provide* for  their  admisaion  into  tbe  (Jnlan, 
without  regard  to  their  isniiorial  limits,  aitd 
there  is  no  faw  repDgnnnt  to  the  plan. 

Hr.  Rha  ot  Teoaeseea  said,  h*  was  opposed 
to  and  would  vole  against  the  ftropoaed  ameod- 
mani ;  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  design  of  this 
ameodmeot,  like  oihen  whieh  had  been  offned, 
was  to  delay  and  preTeDi  the  fttMa^e  of  the  bill. 
At  that  time,  it  was  more  tban  probable  tha  state 
of  thing*  required  more  aeiion  and  lets  deUyj 
even  caution  itself  might  exeeed  the  limits  of  pra> 
deoee  and  sound  u oil ersta tiding.  It  is  denied  that 
GoDKTESs  have  power  to  alter  the  bonndaries  of 
the  Oileans  Territory  in  ihe  manner  eODiempla- 
ted  by  the  proposed  amendmest.  Tbe  Treatv  of 
Paris  it  peremptory  oa  thii-  snbjtcl;  and  al< 
though  Congress  may  have  power  to  alter  tbe 
boondaries  of  tbe  Territory  of  Orleans  as  it  re- 
spects itself^  which  at  this  tinte  it  doubtful,  tbera 
is  no  power  to  altot  them  so  as  to  annez  part  of 
Ibat  Territory  to  another  territoty.  The  third 
article  of  the  Treaty  of  Fans  hai  provided,  that 


tbe  people  of  Louisiana,  Ihar  is,  the  people  (rf* 
Orleans  Territory, as  now  formed,  shall  be  incor- 
porated into  tbe  Union  of  iha  Uoiiad  Slates  and 
admitted,  as  -soon  a*  pouible,  according  lo  the 
prinoiples  of  ihe  Federal  ConsUlutioD,  to  the  tn- 
juyment  of  all  tbe  rights,  advantage  and  immi^ 
nitiea  of  citizens,  not  by  divisions  and  subdivisions 
which  night  procmstinaie  their  admission  for 
fifty  fear*  to  come,  not  by  dividing  them  and  an- 
neiing  them  in  part  to  another  territory  or  terri- 
tories, tMt  by  themselves,  undivided, as  sn  iotagml 
whole.  The  treaty  alluded  to  is  ihe  act  of  this 
nation  (  ii  i*  a  solemn  compact  made  between 
the  United  States  and  the  French  Republic;  it 
is  by  tb«  Constituitao  a  topteme  law  of  the  land, 
irrevocable  and  perempiorilf  oemmandingezeen- 
lion  in  everypart  to  ibe  full  extent.  That  treaty 
was  mode  on  the  30ib  of  April,  1803,  in  the  san« 
year  the  people  of  Orleans  Territorv  end  the  eo- 
lire  Province  of  Loairisaa  were  loieDioly  deliv- 
ered over  to  the  United  States,  and  from  that 
time  to  this,  abont  seven  years,  tbey  have  beea 
Ibe  RBoplc  of  tbe  United  Sutes;  and  it  is  strange, 
wonderful  strange,  indeed,  that  attempt*  shall  now 
be  made  lo  prevent  those  people  from  the  eojof* 
meat  of  all  those  r^his,aavaniagas,  and  immun- 
iiiet,  which  theFreaeh  Republic  secored  to  tbem 
and  the  United  Slates  have  cooAntred  by  tatifr 
oaiioo  of  that  treaty.  Tbe  peimle  of  Orleans  ate 
nniiousty  detirous  to  heaomeaBiau,  and,  by  tha 
best  infonnatioB  hod,  their  population  appear* 
BuScient. 

It  may  be  Improper,  said  Hr.  R.,  to  admit  the 
people  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans  as  a  State  into 
tbe  Union,  wilboat  conditions.  In  that  Territory 
is  Kgreal  qoantity  of  land*  the  property  of  the  Unt- 
tal  Slates;  these  Und*  tha  Untied  Statas  are 
bound  to  pay  for  to  the  peraon*  to'  Whom  the 
French  Republic  hias  trtntferred  the  evidence  of 
the  debt ;  and  altboagh  the  people  of  the  Terri- 
teijr  of  Orleans,  do  not  *et  up  any  pretension  of 
daim  to  tbe  said  lands,  it  nevertheleM  is  prnden^ 
to  the  end  that  difficulties  may  be  prevented,  to 
have  aoooditioo  in  the  terms  of  thsir  admission, 
that  (hey  shall  never  inietfeie  wiLh  the  right  w 
•oil,  or  any  measure  Congress  mar  deem  proper 
to  adopt,  to  secure  the  title  in  bona  /UU  pur- 
chasers. Because  it  is  probable  they  will  have  a 
large  black  popniaiion,  and  therefore,  to  prevent 
'     I  necessaryto  annex  them  to  tbe 


may  defeod  th«n  ia  timea  of  such  contemplatej 
insurrection,  is  not  of  farce  to  cause  Coogrest  to 
violate  anolema  treaty;  besides  if  such  ioiurree- 
tioQ  ever  will  be,  the  upper  country  can  as  veil 
defend  them  therefrom,  usconoected  as  connected. 
Tosuppress  all  snob  iaiurrcetioDs  is  the  butintet 
of  the  Union,  and  Congress  have  ample  power 
ID  call  out  sufficient  force  from  any  point  of  tha 
United  Slates  to  suppress  all  suoh'iosurreciJoDa, 
il  a  soScieai.quaatity  of  folly  at  any  time  may 
exist  to  iaciie  and  promote  iosurreetion  against 
the  laws  of  the  Uaioo.  It  is  not  lo  be  presumed, 
muctt  lest  LO  be  drawn  into  argument,  that  the 
people  of  tbe  Territory  of  Orleans  when  a  State, 
Will  ever  attamptti 


o  prtwni  the  people  of  Ten- 
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iient«  from  pawing  (beir  produce  to  the  ocean 
by  ihe  Vfvf  of  Mobile,  and  ki  lo  daiog  to  force 
toem  to  rau  it  dowo  the  Misaiasippi  to  New  Or- 
leaoa.  Ttie  rauaage  of  ibe  produce  of  TeoocMee 
to  the  oceaa  by  way  of  Mobile,  will  be  ai  beneS- 
cial  to  ibe  coDtemplued  State  of  Orleans,  ai  if  ii 
paaieil  hy  ihe  nay  of  the  Miuiiiiippi ;  bat  if  the 
Slate  of  Orleant  should  erer  attempt  an  act  of 
aach  auperlatiTe  demeoiaiioD,  bow  would  it  be 
execnieaT  Would  it  be  by  force  ot  by  impoii- 
tioa  of  datlei?  To  attempt  it  by  force  would  be 
more  than  madaeu;  to  attempt  it  by  impoiiiioii 
of  dutiei  ii  out  of  all  reaaoo.  Tbe  8tb,  Oth, 
and  lOib  seetioDs  of  the  first  article  of  the  Coti- 
atitnlion  of  tbe  United  Statei  hafe  amply  pro- 
Tiiled  anioBt  an  awumption  of  power  of  that  na- 
ture. What  therefore  bis  bcea  urged  in  support 
of  tbe  proposed  atneadnient  appears  to  be  with- 
out foundation.  Bat,  sir,  tbe  ameadtneDt  pro- 
poaeato'form  into  one  Stale  all  the  extensiTe 
connirr  louthof  the  Stale  of  Tenaeatee  and  east 
.of  the  Mistfiuippi  river,  ■  country  greater  in  ex- 
tent then  Virginia.  Tbe  bad  policy  of  such  a 
meuitre  is  so  apparent,  that  it  is  improper  to  waste 
time  talking  abonl  it. 

Suffer  me,  sir,  said  Mr.  R.,  to  take  some  no- 
tice of  wbac  has  been  said  hy  a^  honorable  mem- 
ber of  this  Honse  relative  to  tbe  principles  of  tbe 
bill.  Wa  bave  been  told  by  that  geatlemsn  that 
though  States  may  be  idmitied  into  the  Union, 
BO  territory  which  did  not  belong  to  the  original 
Stales  can  be  admitted  to  be  a  S[ate.  I,  said 
Mr.  R.,  do  Kulemnly  proteit  against  this  docUrJoe, 
and  do  deny  ita  eonslitatiooiiity.  It  is  with 
States  as  with  indiTiduals;  if  an  iadiTidual,  the 
head  of  a  family,  parchases  a  farm  adjoining 
that  on  which  he  lives  and  resides,  and  probably 
acquires  all  the  right  and  title  thereto,  will  any 
one  deny  it  to  be  bis  1  Will  aoy  one  uy  that  be 
has  not  power  to  incorporate  it  with  his  foroicr 
farm,  so  that  both  shall  be  one,  or  in  other  words, 
that  purebascd  with  the  other  shall  be  but  one  1 
It  ik  believed  no  one  will  say  to.  The  purchaser, 
^air,  can  do  more;  he  can  place  fait  ton  or  sont 
tbereon,  and  although  so  placed,  and  out  of  their 
father's  house,  ihey  will  still  remain  bclooginc  to 
the  family.  The  United  States,  a  sovereign, 
liave  power  to  purchase  adjacent  territory.  If 
all  the  territory  of  Louisiana  bad  beeu  vacant 
and  unsettled,  and  ciiixeoe  of  the  United  States 
bad  from  time  to  time  purchased  lands  therein, 
and  settled  ibemaelvet  and  families  ibereoa,  and 
.in  time  became  sufficiently  numerous  lo  form  a 
State,  on  the  catio  of  representation,  the  Cousiii- 
tuiiiiD  of  the  United  Slates  has  fully  provided  in 
that  case  for  their  admission  into  the  Union..  If 
they  cannot  be  admitted  into  Ihe  Union,  will  the 

fenileman  tell  us  nhatbe  would  do  with  them? 
ow  be  would  dispose  of  them?  bow  be  would 
yovern  or  manage  them?  He  appears  unwilling 
m  that  ease  lo  manage  and  govern  tbemuBited 
ia  tbe  social  bands  of  friendly  anion ;  it  remains 
then  only  for  him  to  govern  ibem  under  a  despotic 
tod  of  iron  in  the  hand  of  unreleaiing  tytvanf 
from  age  to  age.  What  diSarence  is  there  be- 
tween Ihe  eaae  of  the  people  of  the  T«nilory  Of 


Orleans  as  they  now  are,  and  the  case  alluded  toT 
Only  thi):  in  place  of  a  waste,  wild,  and  nocnl- 
livated  territory^  the  United  States  obtained  in 
an  faoaeit  and  rigbieous  manner,  without  bJood 
and  carnage,  a  fruitful,  luxuriaai  territory,  eor- 
ered  by  a  great  number  of  people,  wbo,  since  the 
lima  of  their  being  eeded  to  the  United  States, 
have  manifested,  as  much  asin  their  power,  their 
aitaebraeotand  aliegianoe  to  the  United  States; 
and  shall  they  be  the  worse  for  that  1  They 
have  here lofo re  told  you,  tir,  and  they  now  tell 
you  again  by  tbeir  toeniorial  that  they  pledge 
themselves,  and  do  lolemolv  swser  allegiance  and 
fidelity  to  the  nation,  and  ao consider  tbemselvea 
a  part  thereof;  and  aball  not  tbeir  solemn  declar- 
ation be  believed  J  or  shall  a  jaundiced  jeatoniy 
forever  preveiM  them  from  the  enjoyment  of  the 
rights,  advantages,  and  immaniiiet.  so  solemnly  ' 
guarantied  to  them  t  But  if  the  objection  of  the 
gentleman  could  at  aoy  time  bereiotore  have  had 
weight,  it  now  comes  too  late.  The  United 
States  have  acted  on  tbe  treaty;  tbey  have  en- 
acted twoIawaprovidiogTerriiorialgovernmenlt  i 
for  tbe  people  of  Orleans,  and  they  areaolemnljr  I 
boond  and  pledged  to  progress  with  them  no  til 
they  do  admit  them  into  the  Union  on  the  fooi- 
io^  of  tbe  original  States.  I  am  almmteertais, 
Mid  Mr.  R.,  tbal  the  gentleman  who  made  the 
objeation.  elotbiog  himself  with  tbe  maatle  of 
peace  and  brotherly  love,  will,  on  more  nmture 
refieo lion,  cease  to  press  bis  objeetioo,  and  will 
hold  out  to  the  people  the  right  hand  of  fellow-  ■ 
ship,  aod  say  to  tnem :  come,  toy  brethren,  we  , 
ate  ill  of  one  family,  let  me  embrace  you. 

It  hat  been  said  by  tbe  same  gentletnait,  if  yon 
make  these  people  a  State  where  will  tbey  find 
Senators  1  That,  said  Mr.  R.,  is  not  an  inquiry 
for  the  cottai deration  of  this  Hooae.  Let  them 
be  a  State,  and  £od  Senators  how  and  where 
Ibey  can.  The  qualification. of  Senators  is  oot 
to  he  atceriained  by  this  Uoasc.  When  they 
are  a  Slate  and  send  Sebators  to  Congress  the 
Senate  of  tbe  United  States  will  judge  of  the 
qualifieatioBt.  Here  let  Ihit  point  rest,  and  ob- 
jectioBs  relative  to  the  senatorial  order  ocaae. 

The  same  gentleman,  if  f  understood  him  right, 
said  if  we  do  go  on  thit  way  we  may  take  the 
West  India  islands,  and  even  Great  Britain  her- 
self, a  ad  make  tbein  States;  and  aoppose,  said 
Mr.  R.,  that  ibat  hereafter  shall  be  tba  case,  it  it 
as  reasonable  to  suppose  that  that  hereafter  may 
be  to,  as  it  was  one  thonsand  years  ago  to  sup- 
pose that  Qceat  Britain  Would  now  hold  suver- 
eigotv'over  the  Mogul  Empire.  But,  said  Mr. 
R.,  if  it  would  please  tbe  Almighty  Maker  of 
worlds  to  move  the  foundations  <tf  the  West  In- 
dia itlandt,  and  place  them  close  alongside  of  the 
United  States,  1  would  have  no  objection  to  the 
admission  of  tbem  as  States  into  tbe  Union,  if 
the  people  thereof  were  willing.  And  if  the 
same  Aliaighiy  Maker  of  worlds  would  plesa^ 
by  a  trameodous  convulsion,  to  tear  up  the  firm, 
adamaniiue  foundations  of  the  fast-anchored  isle 
of  Briiain,  and  to  place  it  in  contact  with  tha 
United  Slates,  I  would,  with  all  williagDe>»,giva 
my  conaent  to  admit  it  a  Stale  into  the  Union, 
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proTJdad  Iba  people  ihrreof  cooMoted  iberela, 
knd  I  iroold  embraM  lh«n,  ancl  ctll  Ibeu  mjr 
fellow-qtlizvis  «od  bnilbcrB  of  (be  Mme  fainily ; 
bat  B  boondlns  oeean^  and  the  deniiiueB  of  bb- 
tioDa,  forbid  ibe  hope  of  aiKh  eTcau.  It  hai 
been  aaid  that  Orlcaaa  u  Tulnerable,  and  there- 
fore yoa  ought,  lir,  to  keep  the  ffOTeiDioeal  ia 
yoar  own  hands.  I  draw  a  eonclatioQ  directly 
OOOtrBrf.  If  Orleana  be  vulaerable.  giTe  Ibe  peo- 
ple thereof  everTlhiag  to  defend ;  ihey  hare  now 
tbemaeUc*,  their  wire*  and  cbildres,  lod  their 
properir  oaly  to  defend;  gi*e  ihcm  ail  the  rights 
of  freenten  and  eitizeDi,  \q  the  full  extent  of  the 
terio,  lo  defend  ;  let  thetn  have  ^etf-garfrDmeDl', 
let  ibem  have  bU  the  righti  of  ciiizeni;  let  tbem 
haTe  a  aoatiiiution  and  State  goverDment,  aod  ■ 
sorereigniy  io  dcfead,  aad  then,  and  not  aniil 
then,  fOB  will  malfe  ibein  warrior^  indeed;  they 
Kill  then  fight  for  ihemMlrea  and  for  the  United 
StBiei,  if  invadn),  because  they  will  then  bare 
«vervihiDg  wonh  eoDtending  for,  and  became 
yOQ  UBTe  liberBlly  eadawed  loem  with  all  ibete 
ibiDga,  ibeugrsteful  hearts  wiibirresi«tible  vigor 
will  attenglben  their  anna  to  widd  ibe  iword 
Bgsiast  the  eoemiea  of  the  United  Sutei. 

The  object  of  the  bill  is  not  to  iraatfer  a  part 
of  a  State  to  a  foreign  territory,  not  is  it  to  favor 
B  French  population  at  the  expenie  of  the  rights 
of  the  United  States,  nor  i*  it  the  object  of^th* 
bill  to  iranafer  to  foreignen  what  has  been  ob- 
uined  by  the  blood  of  the  old  Btatei.    The  Ter- 
ritory of  Orleaaa  ii  not  B  foreign  territory;  it  i« 
a  territory  of  the  United  State*  made  and  de- 
clared to  be  so  by  two  lolenin  laws  of  the  Coa- 
greu  of  the  United  States,  bottomed  on  the  irrer- 
ocBble  treaty  of  Paris.    The  population  of  the 
Orlenoi  Territory  i>  not  b   French  ponalalion; 
wbBterer  that  population  wb«,  before  the  treaty 
Blinded  to,  it  ia  dow  Bod  far  about  seven  years 
paat  baa  been  «  population  composed  of  cillzens, 
to  B  certain  extent,  of  the  United  Stales.    Nor  ia 
it  the  object  of  the  bill  lo  transfer  to  foreigners 
what  bu  been  oblaioed  br  the  blood  of  the  old 
StBtra.    The  bill  coaiemplate*  to  make  tbe  Ter- 
ritory of  Orleana  a  Stale ;  the  population  of  ibat 
Territory  la  compoaed  of  citizens,  lo  a  oerlatn 
extent,  ot  tha  United  Slates ;  wbatever  the  bill 
therefore  contemplates  to  give,icpropoieslogive 
to  citizent  of  the  United  Staiea.    The  United 
Stales  of  America,  with  B  vast  profusion  of  pre- 
cious blood,  and  with  a  great  expense,  purchased 
tbe  rights  of  freetscn,  selPgoreraiiKnt  and  inde- 
pendence to  theffltelTes,  BDd  therewith  also  the 
light  aod  ability  to  cammuaicate  those  sacred 
rights  to  people  of  all  nations,  tongues,  and  kin- 
dreds,  who,  at  any  time,  embodying  ihemselveB 
within  the  United  Slates,  according  lo  the  laws 
thereof,  or  being  iohahiiaois  of  lerriioriea  con- 
tignoQs  thereto,  the  United  Stales  might  deem 
proper,  at  any  time,  the  consent  of  all  parties 
loiercstad  therein  being  peaceably  obtained,  to 
adopt  at  their  own,  to  embrace  ibem  as  their 
ehildreo,  and  to  bring  thero  with  parental  affec- 
tion into  the  bosom  tS*  tbe  American  family. 

If  it  could  be  made  appear  that  tbe  United 
BiaM  «aald  become  poorer  oi  weaker  by  giving 


to  the  people  of  Orleans  what  they  request,  there 

would  be  some  reason  to  argue  against  the  hill : 

let  Ibem  be  a  Bute,  and  the  United  States  will 

be  more  powerful,  becnUM  the 

an  agreeing  family  is,  the  mort 

let  them  be  a  State,  and  they  b 

duced  as  citizens  to  acquire  wealth  by  industry, 
md  every  increase  of  their  wealth  will  be  an 
ncrease  to  that  of  (he  United  Statet. 
Mr.  Qholson  said  that  the  observntions  of  the 

Koilemaa  from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Macok) 
d  rendered  it  unnecessary  for  him  to  make 
y  of  (he  remarlis  to  ibe  committee  which  he 
had  intended.  Id  no  point  of  view,  said  Mr.  G,, 
in  which  this  subject  has  been  considered,  can  I 
perceive  any  reason  for  adopting  the  ameod- 
ment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  TenneaBee, 
(Mr.  Miller.)  If  that  gentleman  will  only  ad- 
vert to  the  treaty  of  eession  between  France  and 
tbe  United  States,  and  to  the  act  of  Coogresa 
passed  purfoaoi  lo  (bat  ireaty,  be  will  readily 
discover  that  tbe  amendment  he  proposes  cannot 
'le  sanctioned  without  a  manifesl  violation  of 
lublie  failb.  By  the  third  arlicle  of  the  treaty. 
t  is  stipulated  that "  the  inhabUanta  of  the  ceded 
tertiioty  shall  be  incorporated  in  the  union  of 
Vhe  United  Slates,  and  admitted  an  soon  as  pos- 
sible, Bccording  to  the  principle*  of  the  Federal 
CoDslitution,  to  tbe  eojoymeDI  of  all  the  rights 
advantages,  and  immunities  of  cillzens  oiihe 
United  Btatea."  On  the  second  of  March^  1805, 
CongreM  proceeded  by  an  act  Of  legislaiian  to 
fulSllhis  engagement  with  Fiance;  andaccord- 
iosly,  bv  the  7th  seciioo  of  that  act,  provided 
''tnat  wnenever  it  shall  be  ascertained  by  an  ac- 
'  lual  census  or  enumeraiioa  of  the  inhabitanta 
'  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  taken  by  proper 
'  authority,  that  the  number  of  free  inhabiuou 
I  included  therein  shall  amount  to  sixiy  tbouaand, 
'  they  shall  tberenpoD  be  authorized  to  form  for 
'  themselves  a  consiiluilon  and  Stale  govern- 
'  ment,  and  be  admiiied  into  the  Union  upon  Uia 
'  footing  of  the  original  States,  in  all  respecta 
'  whatever,  conformably  lo  the  provisions  of  the 
'  3d  ariicle  of  the  treaty  concluded  at  Paris  on 
'  the  thinietb  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hua- 
'  dred  and  three,  between  the  United  Steles  aod 
'  the  French  Renublic."  Now  if  to  the  Orleans 
Territory  you  aad  tbe  Mississippi  Territory^,  and 
of  the  fvo  erect  one  Siaie,  you  evidently  will  not 
comply  either  with  your  stipulations  wiib  ih« 
French  Republic,  or  wiih  your  covenant  to  tbe 
Orleans  Territory^  For,  by  these  yon  have  agreed 
that  Orleans  shall  become  a  Stale  and  not  part 
of  a  State  only ;  and  there  is  a  wide  and  sub- 
staniial  diaiiaction  between  ineorporatiog  Ihal 
Terriiory,  together  with  other  Territories,  into  a 
;le  State,  as  bu(  a- fractional  pari  thereof,  and 


government,  and  to  be  admiued  into  the  Unioa 
upon  the  fooling  of  the  original  States."  In  ibe 
former  case  ibey  may  pouibly  have  no  inSnence 
whatever  in  appointments  to  the  other  branch  of 
tbe  Legialalure,  and  all  their  inierior  regulatiouB 
may  a£o,  by  poaiituliiy,  be  dicuted  to  ibem  bj 
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■n  ■mndant  popolition  in  the  rRDiradn  of  thi 
8uie.  Id  tbo  laiicr  cue  thef  will,  of  eoDt^e, 
li«*«  the  entire  direciioa  in  rpgird  10  ibeir  sys- 
tem of  police  and  their  State  itntitotioDa,  ai  ' 
will  morMTer  hafe  a  ri^ht,  not  pariieipaied 
by  any  other  perion*,  of  Kiiditig  two  Seottors 
Omgreii.  Id  fact  ther  will  be  a  diaiinoi  Slate 
soveTeignty.  Surely,  than,  there  ii  a  freit  and 
obvious  difference  between  what  we  bare  w 
ofleD  promised  thete  people,  and  what  ia  now 
propoud  fof  ibem. 

But  it  is  contended  by  tbe  gendcmin  from 
Mnuacbuseit*  (Mr.  Wbeatoh)  that  Congress 
bare  not  the  ConsiitottoDal  power  to  form  1 
Btate  of  the  Territory  in  tjueaiion,  ioHimoch  a: 
it  WB«  aeqalred  by  the  United  Stiles  since  ifai. 
adoption  of  the  Constitution.  When  to  adjust 
tfais  difficulty,  we  refer  to  thai  instrnaient,  wt 
find  but  one  section  on  the  subject,  which  is  in 
the  fotlofrins  words :  "  New  Slates  may  be  ad- 
'  milted  by  the  Congreu  into  this  Union,  but  no 
'  new  State  shall  be  formed  or  erected  within  the 
'jurisdiction  of  any  other  State;  nor  any  State 

*  M  formedby  the  junction  of  two  or  more  States, 
'  or  jMrtK  of  Stsies,  witbooi  the  consent  of  tlie 

*  Lesislatures  of  the  States  concerned  as  well  as 
'  of  Confess."  In  ibia  delej^tion  of  power  [ 
ean  |>erceive  nothing  to  warrant  the  iDfcreBEe 
that  it  is  coofined  to  tueh  territory  only 
United  SiBlea  then  possessed,  or  that  it  etcludes 
the  incorpftration  into  the  Union  of  subaeqnent 
^quieiiioo*.  Indeed  ihii  it  altogether  a  dotcI 
doctrine,  and  all  the  Interpretations  of  the  Can- 
•titution  have  been  contrBry  to  It.  Upon  exam- 
JDation,  I  presame  It  would  prore  too  mncb  eren 
for  its  advocate.  For,  if  the  constniciion  insisted 
on  would  enlade  Orleans  from  the  Union,  it 
would  likewise  exclude  the  Missirsippi  Territory, 
aince  the  Utter  as  well  a*  the  former  wai  nc- 
qiiired  by  the  United  States  posterior  to  the 
adoption  of  tbe  Constitution;  and  the  i;ent)eman 
ka«  not  applied  his  doctrine  to  the  Miatisaippi 
Territory ;  nor  will  it.  I  imagine,  be  aitempted 
to  be  shown  ibtt  the  Hiasiasippi  ia  to  he  ahnt  <Tui 
of  the  Union,  contrary  to  our  enmsements  to 
Oeorgia,  when  abe  ceded  to  the  United  Stales 
that  I'errilory.  The  gentleman  himself  will, 
fierfcapa,  abandon  this  ground  opOD  a  bettM  con- 
•iderailon  of  it. 

It  has  been  with  extreme  regret,  air,  that  I  hare 
keard  so  onen,  and  npon  so  Risny  former  oeea* 
>iona,  as  well  as  in  the  present  debate,  the  charges 
of  French  infloence  and  disaffection  to  thisOor- 
eramenl,  made  either  in  express  terms,  Qr  else 
intelligibly  intinnated,  against  the  people  of  New 
Orleans.  Suffer  me  to  ask.  sir,  where  are  the 
eridenees  to  support  theae  impntations?  Cer- 
tainly not  before  this  House.  Oentlemen  may 
bare  reeeired  from  exiraneoos  sources  such  im- 
pressions on  their  own  minds.  But  if  we  exam- 
ine the  history  of  these  people  since  their  con- 
BCiioB  with  m.  abundant  testimony  Will  be 
found,  not  only  to  exonerate  tbem  from  the 
eharge  of  disaffection,  but  to  demonstrate  their 
fidelity  to  the  American  OoreiBment.  When 
OB  At  BcqaiiltioB  of  thai  country  the  idobi  ndi- 


eal  innoTations  upon  its  laws,  eattOfDi,  onge^ 
and  civil  proceeding  were  introdaeed,  tkoe  peo- 
ple peaceably  iDbmitted  without  may  sympioa 
or  insuwency.  When  tbey  saw  many  of  iheir 
dearest  rights  endangered  or  prostrated  by  new 
and  unprecedented  modes  of  judicial  proceeding, 
and  by  the  chicanery  of  desperate  adrenmren, 
they  made  no  nnlawfol  appeals  for  redt«M, 
When  tbeir  port  of  entry  was  moat  UDwairant- 
•  bly  wrested  fiom-them  and  detirered  into  the 
posseaaioD  of  an  indiridnnl,  they  awaited  tbe 
ordinary  process  of  law  to  be  reinstated  in  that 
oM  of  it  which  nature  had  deereed  for  them,  and 
of  which  they  couid  by  no  earthly  power  be 
righlfully  deprived.  And  when,  in  fine,  yoor 
very  borders  were  invaded  they,  as  faiitafiil  eiti- 
zena  were  readr  to  defend  them. 

It  is  to  acts  litre  thee  that  I  would  refer  to  de> 
eide  the  qaeation  whether  the  people  of  Orleau 
are  diaafiected  (o  this  nation.' 

Mr.  Bibb  conceived  that  the  Hooae  eovld  nM 
adopt sachan  amendmentas  that  proposed,  witb- 
pm  the  content  of  Qeorgia;  for  withoni  her  ean- 
sent,  they  could  not  make  aa  addition  to  or  divi- 
sion of  the  Mississippi  Territory.  It  was  trae, 
he  said,  that  he  had  on  a  former  day  proposed  to 
make  an  addition  of  territory  to  the  Utosisrippi 
Territory,  but  it  was  only  during  such  time  as  il 
should  remain  a  Territory.  To  this  there  couM 
be  DO  objection,  as  there  wet  no  prohibition  to  it 
in  the  compact.  It  had  been  bis  intention,  ifth* 
House  bad  thought  proper  to  tanotion  his  motion, 
to  have  made  a  proposition  to  tbe  State  of  Oeor- 
gia to  admit  that  terriiofy  to  be  ioeorporaied 
with  the  Mississippi.  The  amendment  now  of* 
fered  evidently  proposed  a  violatioi  of  the  com- 
pact with  Georgia. 

Mr.  Macon  nid  this  bill  bad  taken  rather  a 
eorious  course.  The  principle  and  detail  liad 
both  been  attacked;  ana  yet  no  proposal  bad  been 
made  to  try  whether  the  House  would  legislais 
00  the  snbjeet.  He  hail  proposed  an  amendment 
ay  some  of  the  cbjeetkus  to  tbe  detail; 
ad  of  being  allowed  to  amend  the  bill, 
(he  House  were  met  by  a  Constitutional  objee- 
frnm  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
(Mr.  Wbbitok)  10  the  power  of  Congress  to 
make  a  Slate.  If  this  objection  was  good,  Mr. 
M.  said,  he  admitted  tbe  bill  ooghi  not  to  pasi; 
far,  Mr.  M.  said,  on  this  point  he  conld  not  agree 
with  tbe  Eenileman  from  Tennessee,  tfaal  because 
a  treaty  had  been  made  in  relation  to  it,  it  waa 
too  late  to  object  to  the  eonslituiiooality.  Hr. 
M.  aaid  no;  it  wai  never  too  late  to  return  to  th« 
CoDstitntioo.  If  the  article  of  tbe  Oassritntion, 
however,  did  not  mean  that  Congreas  might  take 
States  out  of  new  territories,  what  did  it  mean? 
There  was  no  tfceaaiott  for  11  in  relation  to  the 
old  territories;  for  the  ordinance  of  the  Old  Con-  * 
greas  bad  secured  10  them  the  right;  and  these 
ordinances  were  as  bitKfing  aa  the  treaties  wbieb 
Congress  bad  entered  into.  The  cGangeoftbe 
form  of  Oorerameni  did  not  affect  nattooal  obli- 
gatioDS.  Tbe  right  to  become  Slates  was  on« 
which  Conrress  could  not  lake  from  the  old  Ter- 
liionea.    The  right  of  creating  Biacca  ok  of  ao 
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qoired  territoiiea,  vu  one  vbick  ke  ht4  ilway* 
caaieadcd  foe;  bdiI  It  bad  b«et\,uaicd  bj  mtlcHi 
one  of  ibose  wbo  formed  ib«  CoattUution,  that 
rhii article  bad  refereQcetoCtmada,  "New  Slates 
ma;  b(adi^iuedby  iheCoogiess  into  the  [TDian." 
At  the  lime  this  pioriiiioa  wh  made,  Floiida 
ud  LQViaisaa  were  not  [bought  6T,  Canada 
w«a  tho  lerritory  kept  in  riew.  Much,  lir,  laid 
Mr.  M^  aa  the  United  Staiei  wanted  ibe  aoHlherD 
Montrf ,  and  great  aa  is  the  eoDTenietice  of  pos- 
Msaing  it,  I  iteTex  would  ha*e  ooDsealed  to  bave 
nfceit  it  10  b»Te  kept  them  in  Territorial  gar erti- 
neikt  forever.  1  do  not  want  proTJnaei.  I  am 
exlreiBcly  sorrf,  sir,  ibal .wbcaeTet  ibis  aubject 
ia  agitated,  we  are  loel  by  the  objection  tbat 
these  people  are  of  French  deaccDt.  I  have  be- 
fore eipresied  laj  opiaioa  oa  thii  subject,  and  it 
ia  needle**  to  repeal  it;  bat  if  geniieiaea  wish 
tiKm  to  beeome  onr  bretbrea  in  Tea(ii]r,  make 
litem  oar  equals;  act  JDtt  toward*  them.  Do 
nnto  Ibem  as  yoa  would  Ihef  aboatd  do  ntito 
you,  and  make  them  yoar  friend*.  I  know  an 
aptnioD  IB  mMriaioed  that  only  those  wbo  an 
of  tbe  favored  race  ean  be  fcee.  I  luww,  sir, 
that  tbe  BogliKh  nation  has  been  freer  than  any 
Blber;  hut  tbe  time  has  been  that  Hollaod  Swe- 
den, and  oiliers,  bare  been  free — power,  however, 
STercame  raghi,  and  the  people  loi(  their  Uberlies. 

I  cannot  consider  il  any  qnesiton  for  our  con- 
tideriiion,  "Who  shalE  b«  iheir  Bena tors  and* who 
tbeir  Repreteola tires.  They  have  had  lonie 
time  a-  delegate,  and  will  find  delegate*  in  th« 
Senate  a*  well  as  tbe  House  of  Represeotatires. 
It  seems  to  me,  air,  ihat  the  gentleman  from 
Tetmestee  need  not  to  hare  referred  lo  the  dis- 
pute between  the  Potomac  apd  the  Delaware, 
becausetbe  Conititdiian  ha*  pot  an  cad  to  these 
•oiirce*  of  atrife.  It  is  true,  sir,  tbat  the  Orleans 
Territory  i>  a  slave  ceuntrv,  and  I  would  be  gisd 
if  they  could  get  clear  of  toem;  but  Ihat  does  not 
at  all  affect  this  qaesiioa. 

The  present  situation  of  Mobile  «Dd  Otieaas  is 
tbe  reason  why  I  want  some  alieraiioaM  the  bill. 
I  wonid  rather  not  have  them  under  the  same 
Qoverament.  t  have  endeavored  to  ascertain 
the  present  ponalation  of  tbe  Orleans  Territory, 
■o  called.  There  is  a  differeoce  'of  opiniwi 
amtme  IhosawoUiaforiHed  on  the  sabjecti  froaa 
45  to  55,000.  He  wished  gentlemen  would  per- 
mit them  to  try  the'  qnesiion  on  the  princtplo  of 
the  bill,  and  tucertain  wbelbn  the  Uonse  wonld 
do  nnyUtiog  with  it  or  not. 

Mr.  PoiHOBXTBR  observed  that  the  propoaliioB 
of  the  gvtHleman  from  Tentessee  for  ioeorpota- 
ting  tbe  present  Mississippi  Territory  with  ^eit 
Florida  and  the  Island  of  Oileaos,  to  the  sea, 
with  a  view  to  fo^m  of  the  whole  one  State, -did 
not  meet  hii  approbation.  From  the  Tennessee 
line,  which  would  be  the  nortbem  bovndar^  of 
the  Slate,  to  the  confluence  of  the  Mississippi 
with  the  bay  of  Mexico,  is  a  distance  of  from 
eight  hundred  to  a  iboBsiind  miles,  in  ibe  nearest 
direction,  and  following  tht  meanders  of  the 
rivtfr  not  lem  in  tny  opinion  than  twelve  handred 
Biles.  Taking  the  distaooe  generalW  from  the 
Hiseittippi  to  tbe  Oeoigia  boe,  I  obould  jadga  it 


to  be  ab^tii  fire  hundred  miles,  and  from  the 
nortbernmost  point  of  the  State  of  Georgia  to 
tbe  junction  of  ibe  Cbaiahoochee  with  the  sea, 
canitoi  be  far  short  of  a  thousand  miles.  This 
vast  tract  of  conBirj,  in  my  humble  conception, 
is  too,  extensive  for  tbo^  purpose  of  local  State 
gorernmeoL  Indeed,  cir,  il  could  hardly  be  ei< 
peeled,  over  such  an  immeiuie  territory,  inter- 
spersed with  numerous  tribes  of  lodiana,  that 
even  the  Executive  funetionaries  of  Government 
could  be  eble  to  perform  titeir  duly  ia  the  exe- 
cution of  their  laws. 

Tbat  geographical  limits,  other  than  those 
which  now  divide  tbe  Orleans  and  Mi^sissimii 
Territories,  might  be  dssi^ated,  to  compart  more 
with  the  future  eooveoience  and  prosperity  of 
tbe  country,  cannot  b«  denied.  I  wooldsuggeal 
for  tbe  redeciioo  of  gentlemen  who  have  to  act 
on  this  subject,  tbe  expediency  of  making  the 

Ct  rivet  Mississippi  the  high  toad  betweeo  the 
«rn  and  Western  States,  to  be  formed  on  it* 
waters ;  that  oo  one  Slate  should  possess  both 
banks. of  that  river.  In  tbat  event  to  commence 
on  tbe  eastern  shore  at  tbe  mouth  of  the  Yazoo, 
in  latitude  32  30  ;  thence  in  a  direct  line  to  the 
head-waiers  of  the  Chatahoochee,  thence  to  the 
sea,  aod  along  tbe  coast,  in  a  souibwestern  direc 
lion. ,10  Lake  Barralaria,  thence  up  ihe  Chafalaga 
to  its  junction  with  ihe  Mitsissippi,  and  tbcnce 
up  that  river  to  the  uouih  of  tbe  Ya'/oo.  This 
tract  of  country  would  include  about  three  de- 
grees of  latitude ;  it  would  combine  all  the  settle- 
ments on  the  EaUera  nide  of  the  Misiiwppi,  ex- 
cept the  county  of  Madison,  which  could  he  dis- 
ptwedof  as  the  wisdom  of  Congress  might  heteaC-' 
ter  direct.  There  are  various  political  considera- 
tions which  operate  in  favor  of  tbe  formaiioa  of 
such  a  State.  The  people  of  the  Territory  of 
Orleans  are  petitioning  to  become  an  indspendeol 
State,  and  1  for  one  hope  the  prayer  of  their  pe-. 
lition  will  in  snbsiavce  be  granted.  Il  is  said 
tbat  the  French  populatioa  of  the  city  of  New 
Orleaiia  ate  unlrieaoly  to  the  American  Qovern- 
menc.  That  they  have  strong  prejudices  in  favor 
of  France,  Alihot^h,  sir,  I  do  not  attaeh  so 
much  impotiance  to  that  circumstance  as  some 
geoilemeo  do,  I  am  willing  to  admit  that  Fteoob 
emigrants  in  Louisiana  feel  an  attaehment  to  their 
nalire  couoiry, .  1  do  not  blush  to  say  that  were 
I  in  France,  or  in  any  other  foreign  country,  I 
could  never  forget  that  I  was  born  an  Ametietn 
citizen.  1  could  never  relinqoigh  my  atiaehmenla 
to  the  land  of  freedom.  In  which  1  inhaled  roy 
Srst  breath.  Judging,  therefore,  of  the  feeling* 
of  others,  by  my  own,  I  cannot  doubt  thai  many 
influential  French  inhabitants  of  New  Orleans 
entertain  a  predilection  for  the  country  which 
gave  them  birth.  But,  sir,  within  the  limits 
nbicb  I  have  submitted  to  the  eottsi deration  of 
the  Committee,  .there  is  an  Amsrican  population 
at  least  suSicieot  lo  neutralize  every  exotic  pre- 
judice which,  may  exist  iti  New  Orleans.  A  peo- 
ple wbose  origin,  whose  feelings  and  principle* 
are. American,  and  wbo  are  prepared  to  rally 
around  the  siandatd-of  the  CoBSiiiuiion.in  every 
■cpne  of  difBculiy  aitd  of  daitger 
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Thne  ii  RDoihcr  considereitoQ  which  has 
weieb[  od  my  mind,  is  hvar  at  such  a  diTttion 
of  thne  Teiritoriei.  The  Stiie  to  b«  formed 
would  command  the  mouth  of  the  Miiiinlppi 
■nd  Mobile  riven — the  gmt.oaitetc  (o  the  com- 
merce of  the  weatern  ponioD  of  the  United  SiBiM. 
It  would  be  BoSicieniir  eitenatTC  lo  concain  a 
popalilioB  of  one  millioD  of  fnhabiiantj. 

The  varieljr  of  climate  and  soil  which  it  eon- 
laiBs  affords  a  sure  basis  on  whieh  to  predict  the 
rapid  iocresse of jis physical  tlrength.  Wetnigbt, 
therefore,  at  some  fiiture  day,  not  far  distaoi,  rclr 
with  confideaceon  the  inlernal  resonrces  of  socb 
«  Slate,  for  the  defence  of  these  important  posi- 
tions agaiast  the  sudden  iocunioDs  of  a  fbrcign 
force.  The  deep  inteteit  which  the  people  re- 
aiding  on  these  waters  must  feel,  in  preserving  ■ 
commuDicatiDO  with  the  Ailamic  Btatea,  woald 
atimulaie  them  to  repel  at  ever y  hazard  an  at- 
tempt to  dislorb  that  interconrse.  A  powerful 
SlHte  on  the  sooihern  seaeoast  of  the  Ignited 
Siatet  is  an  object  of  great  magnitude  in  perpet- 
naiios  the  Union,  which,  for  the  happiness  of 
the  great  American  family^  ought  nerer  to  be  dis- 
■olved.  L  have,  sir,  thrown  out  these  baity  hints 
that  gentlemen  mayimprore  (bemif  tbeyshonid 
be  deemed  of  sufficient  value  to  merit  coDsidera- 
tion.  Bo  far  ai  the  people,  whom  I  have  the 
honor  to  repreaeot  on  this  floor,  are  concerned  in 
any  projiostiion  which  may  be  toade  relative  to 
a  partition  of  the  lerrilories  of  the  United  States, 
on  the  waters  of  the  Miwissippt,  I  viih  it  to  be 
dislinetly  underalood,  (hat  I  asK  for  them  those 
rights  and  privileges  only  whieh  betoag  to  an  in* 
dependent  comtnoo  wealth,  with  the  houndariei 
Wiiieh  are  prescribed  by  loe  articles  of  cession 
and  a^reemEDt  between  the  United  States  and 
Georgia.  I  seek  not  to  dismember  neighboring 
territory,  to  give  an  addltionil  nnmber  of  acres 
tothit  whieh  I  Tepreienti'we  are  already  suffi- 
ciently Tolurainous  in  that  narticolar.  But  if, 
from  a  full  view  of  the  subjeoi,  any  change  in 
the  present  limits  should  be  thought  conducive 
to  general  convenience,  and  compatible  with 
•ouDd  policy,  those  which  I  have  mentioned  ao- 
pear  to  me  most  likely  to  produce  those  desirable 
ranlts.  With  these  impressions,  I  feel  it  my 
dnty  to  resist  the  amendment  which  has  been 
proposed  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee. 

Mr.  Milleh'b  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Saturdat,  January  5. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sbybbbt,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  provide  for  the  safe-keeping  of  the 
books  which  belong  to  the  Library  of  Congress. 
Mr.  Setbebt,  Mr.  Qdihct,  and  Mr.  Macon,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Qdinct  presented  the  memorial  of  sundry 
merchants  and  others  of  Boston,  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  stbtiog,  that  before  they  bad  been 
apprized  of  the  revival  of  the  non-inierconrte  as 
vespecir  Great  Britatn,  they  had  sent  orders  to 
England  and  Ireland  for  merchandise;  that,  be- 
fore the  news  coald  raaoh  Englaod,  thtii  TCMels 


iroold  have  sailed ;  and  praying  that  a  further 
timtf  might  be  allowed  for  them  to  reaeh  this 
country,  una  See  led  by  that  law. — Referred  lo  ibe 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  BETbRBT  presented  a  petition  from  ran- 
dry  merchants,  manufactorere,  mechanics,  tr«- 
dert,and  other  inhabilanteofPhilBdelphia,  pray- 
ing the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  Baakof  the 
United  States. — Ordered  to  lie  on  the  (able. 

On  the  Kuggealion  of  Mr.  Moktoomery,  that  he 
had  some  com  muni  eaiioni  to  make  to  the  Hoase, 
which  in  his  opinion  requited  secrecy,  the  doors 
were  closed;  and  having  remained  bo  far  sone 
time,  were  opened ;  whan  the  Hoose  adjontned. 

MoHnAT,  Janoary  7. 

Mr.  Jmhimob  presented  a  pelitiou  of  the  La- 
gialatire  Council  and  House  of  RepreuDiativea 
of  the  Indiana  Territory,  praying  for  permiasioK 
to  locale  a  oerlain  quantily  of  ue  public  landi 
lyin^  gn  the  main  fork  of  White  river,  to  be  e^ 
tablub«d  aathe  pwmaneot  seat  of  Go*emueot 
in  aaid  Territory  |  the  Indian  title  to  which  land* 
has  been  exiioguished  by  (ha  Treaty  of  Port 
Wayne.— Referred  to  the  ConuniUe*  oa  the  Pd^ 
lie  Lands. 

Mr.  SiTBERT  presented  pelitioas  of  sundry  mer- 
chants,  man ufac lure ra,  mtebaaics,aod  traders,  of 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  praying  (he  renewal  of 
th«  United  Slates'  Bank  charter. — Ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Van  Hoan  presented  a  bill  to  incorporate 
the  anbicriben  to  (ha  Farmers'  Bank  of  Alexan- 
dria [  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  lo  a 
Committee  of  ihe  Whole  on  Wednesday  oest. 
■  Mr.  MOBBowrfrom  the  Comrailtee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  expediency  of 
laying  oqi  and  making  the  roads  designated  in, 
and  providing  for  the  dispoBal  of  the  lands  ae- 
qtiired  by,  the  Treaty  of  Brownstown,  in  puna- 
ance  of  a  resoJulion 'Of  the  seventeenth  ultimo; 
which  was  read,  and  ibe  resolution  therein  con- 
tained coBcurred  in  by  the  House,  as  follows: 

Retolted,  That  provision  ought  to  be  made,  by 
law,  for  laying  oat  and  making  the  roada  desig- 
nated by  the  Treaty  of  Brownstown,  and  that 
provision  be  made  for  the  disposal  of  the  paUie 
lands  acquired  by  the  said  treaty. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  be  brought  in,  parsuaol 
to  the  said  resolaiioo  ;  and  that  the  Comaiittea 
on  the  Public  Lands  do  prepare  and  bring  in  tha 
same. 

Mr.  UoHROw,  from  the  same  commitiee,  pre- 
sented a  bill  for  Che  relief  of  Richard  Terviik, 
William  Coleman,  Edwin  Lewis,  Ssntnel  Mitn^ 
Joseph  Wilson,  aod  the  Baptist  Church  at  Salem 
Meeting  House,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  commuted  lo  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Monday  nexi. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  alter  the  times  for  holding 
the  district  courts  iu  the  disttict  of  North  Caro- 
lina was  read  the  third  lime,  and  the  farther  con- 
sideration thereof  postponed  until  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  MiLMDR,  from  the  commiiiee  appoiaied, 
on  the  twenlK-foartb  ultimo,  on  the  petiljot  ol 
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Tboinu  Campbell,  made  K  report ;  wbkb  wai 
read,  and  referred  lo  a  Commitiee  of  Ihe  Whola 
'  OD  Thonflay  oext. 

The  report  ii  as  foUowa  t 

That  it  appMra  to  jow  ccnnntttM,'  tliat  Ciptaiu 
Campbell  was  ■  brtTS  and  merilorieDs  officer  ;  that  lie 
Kureil  bithftilly  darinff  tha  whole  of  the  Rerotntiotia- 
r7  irar ;  that,  in  tha  cOTiiae  of  that  aerriee,  he  wai  tb- 
pealedly  and  wreTBl^  wounded ;  that  Ihoao  wonnda 
hate  not  only  rendSred  him  anaUe  to  gainaliraHhiiod 
by  manual  labor,  but  have  landand  hia  life  a  coutiuD- 
ed  aoene  of  infleiiDg,  and  have  eabjectad  him  lo  n- 
peated  and  heavy  expenaea.  The  petitioiMT  ftirlher 
atatea,  thai  ha  haa  a  wile  and  five  childran  to  provide 
for ;  and  that,  owing'  to  hia  debility,  and  the  heavy  ei- 
pvnaea  to  which  be  bea  been  anbjected  in  conaequenca 
of  hia  wounda,  he  Gnda  it  dilBcnlt  to  pcoride  a  aubeut- 
onc«  fat  them.  Under  thtaa  eiicaiiiitancaa,  the  peti- 
tioner  praya  diet  the  boanty  and  nnniflcence  of  hia 
conntiy  may  be  aitended  toward  him,  ao  ■■  to  render 
tha  dedine  of  «  ttfe,  which  baa  been  devoted  to  the 
eervice  of  hie  coqntry,  more  comlbttable  than  jt  wilt 
odierwiae  be. 

YoDT  cMomtlfaa  cotleeiva,  that  the  heroea  of  fte 
Ravohition,  who  nobl^  itejipad  fbntard  andezpuided 
their  blood,  and  aantSeed  their  bealth,  in  defcnding 
their  eonntry'a  ri^ta,  have  a  eUoDf  cMin  npon  the 
jutice  and  Uberidlly  of  tha  Oovarnment ;  and  they 
believe  few  esaea  can  arba  erUbitiiig  a  atiauaai  claim 
than  that  of  the  petitioaer,  whan  waco»aidar£alaBgth 
and  aflverity  of  hia  anfiaringa,  and  tha  baavy  aipenaea 
lo  which  they  have  aatifeclad  him.  Under  tbeae  im- 
preaaiona,  the  foUowioK  reaolDtion  ia  anbmitted  to  the 
eonndatation  of  the  Honae : 

Saohei,  That  the  aum  of doUan  ba  granted 

ta  Captain  Thouaa  Campbell,  in  coaiideration  of  the 
heavy  ezperuee  toiriiteh  hehubeen  lubjeeted,  Ineon- 
aaqnence  of  wounda  received  while  in  the  acrvioe  of 
hia  eonntry  in  tha  Bavotntionery  war. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Moktooxest,  ibe  doora 
were  then  closed- 

Tdesdat,  Januari'  8. 
The  House  *at  during  the  whole  of  thia  day 
vilh  cloaed  doors.  ,  . 

Wbdhesdat,  Janoary  9. 

The  SpEaKBB  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
of  tbe  Secreiaiy  of  the  Treaiury,  prepared  in 
obedieoee  to  a  reaolation  of  ibe  seveateealb  nt- 
limo,  respectiDg  unlawful  selllemenia  oo  public 
luda;  which  waar«ad,aBdreferred  to  tbeCom- 
miltae  on  iba  PuUic  Landa. 

A  meaaag^e  from  tbe  Senate  informed  ibe  House 
thai  the  Senate  bave  passed  a  reiolu(ioa  for  Ibe 
appoinlmeiit  of  a  juint  commiitea  to  have  th« 
applicaiioQ  of  ihe  money  appropriated  for  iLie 
purchase  of  books  for  the  Library  of  Congresi; 
to  which  tbey  desire  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 


companted  with  a  report ;  which  were  read,  aud 
the  bill  waa  read  tha  second  time',  aod  committed 
tos  Committee  of  the  Whale  to-morrow. 
Ur.  UiTt>a:iLL  preaehted  •  pttitioM  «f  tha  Pre>- 


idant  and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  New  York, 
prayittfr  the  renewal  of  Ibe  charter  of  tbe  Bank 
of  the  United  States ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  tbe  Commiiiee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
bill  for  the  renewal  of  tbt  charier  of  ibe  Bank  of 
(he  United  Statei. 

A  Mesta^  was  received  fVont  tbe  President  of 
the  United  States,  eoramunicatiiig  a  report  of  tbe 
Director  of  the  Mioi,  of  ihe  operations  of  that 
establishment  dorioe  the  last  year. 

About  two  o'clock,  Mr.  Burwell  moved  the 
order  of  the  day,  on  the  bill  continuing  in  force 
the  act  iQCDrporaiing  tbe  subscribere  lo  the  Bank 
of  ihe  United  States;  which  was  not  agreed  lo — 
ayes  C5,  noea  60. 

EDWABD  0.  BHOWH. 

Mr.  Root  made  a  report  «n  the  jKlition  of 
Edward  C.  Brown,  that,  being  barred  by  the 
sMlute  of  limitations,  tbe  commitiee  recommend 
that  tbe  prayer  of  the  petiiioo  be  not  granted. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Golo,  that  it 
ahoald  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  of 
Claimi,  with  instructions  to  make  a  detailed  re- 
port on  ihe  merits  of  ibe  petiiioo. 

In  tbe  course  of  the  discauion  of  this  motion, 
tbe  expediency  of  the  act  of  limilalion  was  fully 
debated,  and  also  the  tiueation  which  has  so  fre- 
quently and  diShsely  been  debated  in  the  House, 
whether  it  was  proper  in  any  caae  whatever  to 
make  excepiiona  to  tbe  operation  of  the  act  of 
limitation.  In  this  argument,  the  expediency  of 
the  iodiscriroinale  operation  of  the  limilalion  act 
waa  aupporied  by  Meaan.  Root,  Shilie,  and 
Maook,  and  tbe  oonirary  opinion  maintained 
by  Messrs.  PioKMAn,  Lewib,  Gold,  Wriobt, 
Dbbha,  Qoldsborodoh,  and  GHoLaoN. 

Tbe  question  was  decided  in  favor  of  a  recom- 
mitment and  of  course  iacidentally  against  ihe 
operation  of  the  staiuie  lo  bar  all  claims — for 
recommilment  67,  against  it  49,  as  follows : 

Yais— Joseph  AUeni  IjsmUsl  J.  Alaton,  William 
AndaieMs,  William  T.  Sany,  Abyah  Bigelow,  Jamea 
Brackenridga,  John  C.  Chambrriaini  Epapfatoditoa 
Cbamjnon,  Msnia  Chittenden,  Matthew  CIsy,  Wil- 
liUQ  Crawford,  J*^n  Davenport,  jr.,  John  Dawson,  - 
JoM>ph  Desha,  WilUan  Ely,  James  Emott,  John  W. 
Bp|i«e,-Uavid  S.  Gsilsnd,  Thomas  QholsoD.  Charles 
Goldabonnuih,  Thomas  R.  Odd,  WUIiam  Hale,  Na- 
thaniel A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heister,  James  Holland, 
JoBsthan  U.  Hubttard,  Bbanaaar  Huntiugton,  Bichaid 
Jadwon,  jr.,  Robert.  Jenkina,  Ridiard  M.  Johnson, 
HMman  Knieketbaeker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Robert  Le  ■ 
B^  LivingMon,  John  Love,  Vinceat  Mai  thews,  SamnsI 
McKee,  William  McKinley,  Pleasant  M.  Milter,  WU- 
Iiam Milnor,  John  Honlgomarj,  Jonathan  O.  Moaeley, 
Thomas  Newton,  Joaaph  Pearson,  BaDJamin  PickmaD, 
jr.,  TimalhyKtUn,jr.,EliabaR.  Potter,  JasishtJuiDcy, 
&amDeIKinggold,Daniol8heSby,DenniaamBlt,  George 
amilh,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Bmitfa,  Heory  SautbsiJ, 
Jsmea  8t«pb«DS«n,  Idnta  B.  Stutg^s,  Jacob  Swoope, 
BamDel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Jabo  Thomp- 
son, Nicholas  VaU  Dyke,  ArchibslU  Van  Haca,  Killian 
K-  Van  Bensaetaar,  Lsban  Wheatoo,  Jsmea  Wilson, 
Sobert.Withar^oon,  and  Hobart  Wright. 
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VtUHD  A.  BnnrtB,  WiUiaB  Bnllw,  Je—fh  Oallunn, 
J«BW  Codnu,  Riefamrd  Uotti,  WitUaa  PindUy,  JaiM> 
thin  Fkk,  HMhMk  Frankio,  BuiUlai  OmmU,  Bdwio 
Oraj.WiUiun  Helnw,iM!obBiiltr,  WilltanKaDoadj, 
AMm  Ljlsi  NftUftiua)  Maeoo,  Aleiaodu  McKim, 
Sunael  L.  Mitchill,  Nicbolt*  R.  Moor*,  Tlu»u  Moon, 

;  Qwdon  8.  Mmatftti,  Tlunu*  N«wbotd,  John  Ntchol- 
Mn,  Joba  Porter,  Fetcr  B.  Portei,  John  Rra  of  Pann- 

'  nlwii*,  loha  Rhra  of  TeoncMM,  Malthiu  fUctuirdi. 

:  Jmh  Rouie,  EruUii  Root,  Bbenewr  St^e,  Thoiou 
Smbdumi^  John  A.  Scudder,  Ebtoti*!  Suier,  Adam 
Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Joint  Bmilia,  Richard  Btan- 
ilml,  John  Stanler,  OH  Tracy,  Ohartei  Tamer,  Jan., 
Bobert  Weakley,  Robert  Whitehill,anil  Richard  Winn. 
Ordered^  That  Mr.  Calhoun  be  appoiated  or 
(he  CoramtttK  od  Forpign  Relailom,  m  the  place 
of  Mr.  TarLOB,wbob»>rBHg»eid  hia  seat  in  this 
Hoaac. 

MISSISSIPPI  TGRRITOSY. 
Hr.  PomuBXTBR  fr<Mn  the  comniitMe  (owbom 
m*  referred  a  resolwioa  oT  the  Hogae  of  Repre- 
teoiatirea  to  ini^aire  ioio  the  ezpadietic;  of  id- 
mitlinc  the  MiiiKaippi  Territory  iato  ihe  Untoo, 
as  a  aeparale  and  indepeadent  Stale,  made  the 
followiog  report : 

Hiat  there  haa  eiiited,  within  the  Terriiory  afore- 
a^,  a  tainpararj  furerninetit  nmilBT  to  that  preacrib- 
ed  by  the  ordinance  fcrdie  Territory  Narthweetof  the 
lirer  Ohio,  onee  the  aerenth  day  of  April,  one  Aon- 
BHidM*«n  tinndnd  and  ninety  eight;  and,  although 
theiaiadonaf  CMig<««  baa  baen  displayed  in  'ratiODa 
modifleationa  of  that  ordinanca,  it  baa  'neTer  caaaad  to 
contain  pfinciplea  iaconpialiUe  with  the  righta  of  freo- 

.  men.  Tba  BxmnAit,  who  ia  (i«qu«ntly  a  total  itran- 
g«r  tothe  local  wcunataaoaa  of  the  ceuntiy,  poaaaaaea 
an  tuUmilBd  veto  on  all  lawa  paaaail  by  the  Re|veaenl- 
atiTe  braoeb  ol  the  Legialaluie.  In  aiMitJoa  to  which, 
he  ii  clothed  with  the  odioui  authority  la  prorogue  and 
diea(d*s  the  General  Aaembly,  and  thereby  proetrate 
all  power  within  (he  Territory  to  regnlale  iu  local  and 
municipal  conearna  ;  dieae  high  prero^tiTca  emanat- 
ing from,  and  fit  only  to  belong  to  kingi  and  deapola,  may 
beaierclaed  at  the  diecretioti  of  the  tioiamor,  who  !•  not 
even  laqviFed  to  aaaign  a  raaaoD  on  which  tfae  act  i* 
fbanded.  The  only  aec^rity,  whidi  the  people  orer  whom 
lU*  fbiu  of  garemneM  b  eatabUilied,  ban,  againat 
(be  ftequent  and  wanlan  abaae  of  tbeee  powen,  ia  to 
be  bund  in  the  mild  and  eoodliatoiy  di^oatioa  vnU 
tormly  naniftated  by  the  General  GovammeBt  tbward 
ita  TerrHoriea ;  but  eiparisnce  haa  ahown  (bat  crfBeera, 
aitoatedat  aremotediatattcafnn  Ihe  tribulial  to  which 
thay  are  naponaiUe,  loo  fraquntly  "  ftel  power,  and 
llMget  riiftt,^  and,  by  eluding  tha  vigilanee  of  rigid  In- 
veatigation,  are  enabled  (o  practiev  act*  of  i^preadon 
with  inqinni^.  Yoor  comntitte*  ferbear  M  enter  into 
n  eseminBlion  of  the  Tarioaa  objectioB*  which  might 


napecta,  they  am  hoalile  to  the  free  Conatilutien  which 
gnaranttei  the  tibertie*  of  every  AnMrican  dtiaen. 
Your  committee,  therefore,  eonaider  it  an  ac^  both  of 
atriet  justice  and  aound  policy,  to  emancipate  orecy 
Territory  of  the  United  Btatea  from  (he  tramrnel*  of 
that  probationary  Taaaalese,  whenever  Ihe  number  of 
inhabitanla  within  the  boundariea  of  Ihe  Territory 
ahalt  &irly  eUtille  them  lo  a  Rapraaentati' 
Congren  of  the  United  BUtea.    Yottr ■ 


nitnrtwr  of  eoola  wMiln  the  Mlaaiaaippi  Territory,  n* 
oOcial  retnrtka  of  tba  eanana  have  not  yet  been  made 
to  the  Department  of  Blata,  agreeably  to  ifa/aet  of  tbe 

inhabitentaof  tbe  United  Statae-,  eonaeaaeaily  it  bo- 
eame  neceaMiy  and  piopw  to  aeek,  tbroagb  oIlMr 
fhannela,  the  raquiaite  mibniMtian  on  that  en^^ecb  U 
appear*  lo  your  oommiUaa,  Irom  tba  beat  andenc* 
whidi  Ifaey  liave  been  enabled  to  oollect,  and  on  wU^ 
tbay  confidently  raly.  that  there  an  in  lb*  ■aatbam 
and  eaatam  countiea  of  Iha  TaniloiT  about  the  nam- 
bei  of  tluixy-fife  thoiiaand  aotil*,  and  that  tb  coonly 
of  MadiaoD,  aitilaied  on  the  northern  citmnily  of  iba 
Temlory,    near  the  great  band  of  the  Ton 


mant  between  the  United  State*  and  Georgia,  to  v**t 
in  them  the  onqualilied  right  lo  baeeme  a  meinbo  of 
the  Union.  Connected  with  tbeee  conaidemtione,  Um 
length  of  time  which  it  win  necteaarily  reqnm  bi  fimn 
«ooBatitnt»on«andpiit(he*ain*inop«i»tiBi^  afiiedan 
BtroDf  ^edge  that,  antaiior  to  the  Anal  adwjwien  nf 
thaabreaaid  Territory  into  tbe  Union,  Ihe  uunher  at 
ita  inbabitanta  will  amount  la  at  leaat  aii^  thnnaand. 

YaiU'  ceminiUse  are  of  opinioii  that,  where  no  Cob- 
■litutioiul  difficulty  oecnia,  tha  iMttBtiOB  of  new 
Stalaa  on  ihe  aouthem  extremity  (^  the  Unim  ought 
not  to  be  delayed.  It  i*  a  remvkable  fad,  in  Ihe  ut- 
nala  of  this  country,  that,  on  the  river  Hiaataaii^i, 
which  it  achnowledgad  by  all  to  be  of  ihe  drat  in^Kut' 
ance,  both  in  reference  to  ila  commercial  advantagea, 
and  tha  vaat  extent  of  fertile  territory  through  which 
it  fiowa,  there  doe*  not  eiiat  a  aotitaiy  State  govera- 
menl.  To  nmta  everyportion  ofthe  Ajnehcan  family, 
by  tba  indiMoluble  cord  of  afiection,  and  to  perpetuate 
the  integrity  of  the  Union,  are  otjecta  pamBoont  to 
all  other*  which  can  be  preaented  to  the  view  of  the 
National  Le^fidature.  Theae  reaulle  cannot  be  Mcnr- 
ed  but  by  an  ofoal  diitribntieD  of  righta  and  privilegea 
through  every  aeetion  of  onr  eiteaaive  country.  Let 
each  enjoy  ctvil,  [lolitieal,  and  leligiaDB  liberty,  *nl:ject 
to  the  control  tj  independenl  local  ■utboriUee,  while 
the  fcateiing  hand  of  the  Federal  Government  dtall 
piolaiit  them  in  Ibeae  eMoymeal*  from  domeaiie  lend* 
and  eilernal  violence.  Yanr  oanunillee,  with  the  tee- 
gung  impreaeiona,  do  not  heaitale  to  Mcommend  the 
bllowingieeolntion: 

Saohei,  That  it  ia  erpedient  to  admit  the  Mian*- 
■ippi  Territory  into  the  Union,  a*  a  aeparato  end  inde> 

endent  State,  on  an  equal  IbotiBg  wHb  the  original 
Mea ;  and  that  proviaion  ongfat  to  be  made,  by  law, 
to  BOthmtu  the  pMjJs  of  eaid  Territon  to  elect  a  eon- 
vention  to  form  a  conatitolioB,  tobe  aobnilted  to  (Jok- 
gtea*  fcr  their  ^pi^iation. 

Mr.  PoiHDGKTBR  Wiibed  (he  repon  to  be 
adopted,  and  again  referred  loa  select  committee, 
with  imtrnctioDS  to  report  a  bill. 

On  moiion  of  Mr.  Pitkin,  the  reaolnitoa  was 
referred  to  s  Committee  of  the  Whole — yeaa  64, 
nay}  3S. 
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B  proposed  Hoieadmeiit  was  befoi 
:  tae  last  iLme  the  aubject  was  ua- 


Mr.  Millbb' 
the  Comiiiiiiw 

der  coDsidmiion ;  aod  tbe  qaetiioa  of 
now  recurred  oa  [he  wnie  motioo. 

Mr.  Barrt  and  Mr.  Bacon  opposed  it. 

The  anendinfBl  was  disagreed  to  bf '  a  large 
mkioriif. 

Mr.  Babrt  then  proposed  (be  rtdlowittg  amend- 
ment  to  the  bill: 

Prwided,  Thai  th>  United  HUtei  hereb;  rtntne  th< 
ptnrer  of  slteriog  the  boandi  of  >aid  Territory,  so  u  not 
matsriallj  to  diminiih  its  extent,  eicept  so  &t  u  re- 
late* to  that  portion  of  it  ■tuated  (onth  of  the  Slit 
decree  of  north  latitude,  snd  eut  ofa  line  diawn  slang 
the  middle  of  tbe  l&kM  Ponlchartrain,  Manrepas,  and 
the  Tinr  Iberrillo,  to  its  janctioa  with  the  Mi    '    ' 

Kwer  orar  which  i«  hereby  BX'pfemfy  leserv 
lited  Stales,  to  be  duposed  of  hi  any  mar 
may  be  deemed  proper. 

After  Eotne  coa*ers«(ioa,  in  which  Mr.  Shrp- 
FET  declared  his  iatmtioD  of  moving  the  amaod- 
ment  which  follows,  aod  Mr.  Poikbextbr  ex- 
pressed hi>  approbatioD — 

Hr.  Barry  withdraw  hia  amendneBt  lo  a»k« 
room  for  it.  ' 

Hr.  Saaprar  than  moved  to  iDsert  the  follow 
ing,  tn  place  of  that  part  of  tbe  bill  which  pre- 
scribed the  boundaries  of  the  fntare  State; 

"  All  that  tcTritocT  now  contained  wilhin  tbe  Itmiti 
of  the  Territorj  of  Orleans,  except  that  purl  lying  eairt 
of  the  river  Iberville  and  a  line  to  be  drawn  along  the 
middle  of  the  lakes  Maurepas  aod  Poatcharlrain  to 
the  ocean." 

Mr.  BiBR  stated,  itinc  if  this  atneodmeiit  was 
adopted,  an  he  hoped  it  woald,  he  should  call  up 
a  reaoluiion  which  ha  had  submiited  a  few  days 
ago  for  appoijitinK  >  committee  to  ioqui/e  whe- 
ther the  territory  West  of  the  Perdido  should  be 
added  to  tlie  Miiisisiippi  Territorf  or  avsume  (he 
form  of  Territorial  goTerament.  This  would 
become  an  after  question  for  the  House  to  decide. 
Mr.  WatQHT  Rud  Mr.  Hhsa  opposed  the  ainend- 
tnenl  oa  the  ground  that  the  Treaty  of  1803  with 
France  guarantied  to  the  tiodivided  Territory 
of  Orleans  a  right  to  become  a  Stale,  &o,,  on  the 
same  conditions  with  other  States. 

Mr.  Bibb  and  Mr.  Elt  supported  the  amend' 
mem  on  tbe  ground  of  the  eipediencjr  of  leaving 
that  part  of  their  territory,  tbe  right  to  which  the 
President  had  declared  should  be  a  subject  of 
future  D»otiation,  in  such  a  stale  as  would  ena- 
ble the  United  Slates  to  n^utiaie  reapeciiag  it. 
Mr.  Sbbfpet's  moiioa  was  aereed  to,  ayes  63. 
Mr.  MiLLGa  moved  an  amenament  lo  the  bill 
going  to  restrict  the  right  of  suffrage  to  while 
males.  He  did  it  oa  the  ground  that  the  mixed 
popnlaiioD  of  Orleans  was  so  numerous  that  they 
might  elect  a  person  of  color  to  the  Natinoal  Le^- 
gisTature ;  witn  whom  Mr.  M.  said  he  should  feel 
no  incliDaiion  to  act. 

Mr.  PoiNDBiTEH  stated  the  fact  of  there  being 

in  Orleans  many  of  the  description  of  people 

called  Creoles,  who  were  very  wealthy  aod  re- 

■peel able,  dbc. 

Mr.  Miller's  motion  w»s  negatived — ayes  17. 

The  period  for  the  dectiou  of  a  eoBTenlioD 

tltbCoir.  3dSs*9r-17 


was  fixed  at  the  rtiird  Monday  in  September  uext, 
and  ihe  time  of  its  meeting  on  the  1st  Monday  in 
Nuvemher. 

The  Committee  rose  and  repotted  the  bill  as 
amended,  which  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading  to-n 


Tbhrsday,  January  10. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nrwtoh, 

Retohed,  That  a  Commilteesf  Commerce  and 
hlanufdctores  he  iastraeted  to  iaquire  whether 
any,  and,  if  any,  whai,  alteratiooi  are  necewary' 
10  be  made  in  tha  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  eatal>- 
lish  the  compensations  of  tbe  of&cets  em  ployed  in 
the  eoUeclion  of  ihe  duties  on  imports  aod  ton-' 
'Dage,aad  for  other  jiurposes,"  passed  the  second 
of  March,  and,  also  in  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
relative  to  the  eompentationt  of  certain  officers 
of  the  customs,  and  to  provide  for  appointing  a 
surveyoi  in  the  district  tlierein  mentiaoed,"  pa*»ed 
the  twenly-sevenih  of  March, and  that  they  hate 
leave  to  report  by.  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  JoHNsoH  presented  a  petition  of  Urbain 
Quillet,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  bis  associates, 
known  b;r  the  Hme  of  "The  Society  of  La 
Trappe,"  in  the  Illinois  Tersitory,  pr«ying  to  be 
permitied  to  locate,  on  any  vacant  public  lands 
adjoining  their  establishment,  any  military  and 
donation  rights  which  they  may  be  able  to  pro- 
cure from  individuals. — Referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  PiTEiH  presented  a  petition  of  the  mer- 
chants of  Hartford,  in  the  State  of  Coaneclieut, 
to  the  same  effect,  with  the  petition  from  the 
merchants  of  Philadelphia,  presented  the  18th 
ultimo. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  . 
Relations. 

Mr..WRioBT  reported  a  bill  for  tbe  protection 
and  government  of  West  Florida;  which  was 
twice  read,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rbba,  reoom- 
mitied  to  the  committee  who  reported  it,  on  the  ' 
ground  of  itscoutaining  provisions  claahiag  with 
Iboae  yesterday  agreed  on  by  tbe  House  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Orleans  Territory. 

The  House,  on  motion  ot  Mr.  Bibb,  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  resolution  offered  by  him 
respecting  erecting  a  separate  territorial  govern- 
ment in  the  Territory  west  of  the  Perdido,  &c.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  Bias  tbe  same  was  committed  to 
tbe  committee  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  bill 
this  day  reported  by  Mr.  Wrioht. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  joint  committee  to  have  tbe  applica- 
cation  of  tbe  money  appropriated  to  purchase 
books  for  the  Library  of  Congress  was  twice  read 
and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  MuMroBD  presented  a  petition  of  suadry 
inhabitaati  of  the  city  of  New  York,  praying  tbe 
renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of^the  United 
States;  which  wa» read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  tbe  re- 
newal of  the  charter  of  said  bank. 

Mr.  Vak  Hobn,  from  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Oalombia,  presented  a  bill  to  amend 
tb«  ebarter  of  the  City  of  Washiogioti ;  which  - 
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vai  read  iwice,  and  cooimiiieil  to  a  CommUiee 
of  Ihe  Whole  on  Monday  neil. 

Ad  engrossed  bill  to  alter  the  limes  for  boldiog 
the  disinct  couitE  of  (he  district  of  North  Caro- 
lina, was  again  read  ihe  third  ittue,  aod  recom- 
mitted lo  the  committee  by  whom  it  was  reported. 
BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  tbe  House  a  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  obedieoce  to 
■  resolntion  of  (he  third  instant,  reapectini^  the 
alate  and  opeiaiioni  of  (b«  Baok  of  tbe  United 
States ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
millee  of  the  Whole  on  Ihe  bill  for  the  renewal 
of  the  charier  of  the  said  bank. 

Tbe  report  is  as  follows: 

TaiisuaT  DirAXTHivT,  Jim.  9,  1811. 

8ik:  I  hsve  the  honor  to  transmit  a  report  and  lan- 
dr7  itatamenta  prepared  in  obedience  to  the  renriution 
of  Ihe  Boom  of  Representativaa  of  tiie  3d  inatant. 


Hon.  SvaAEia,  ibtue  ofSqft. 

Tbe  Becretarj  of  tbs  Treasiirj,  in  obedianc»  to  tfa« 
raaolation  of  the  Hoase  of  BeprmantatiTea  of  tb«  third 
inBtant,  THpectfaUy  TcporU— 

That  tbe  annraed  atatementi  mailed  A,  B,  and  C, 
eentain  aU  the  infiwmatjon  which  tbe  raturna  made  to 
tbe  Treaaarj  aflbrd  on  the  subjecti  embraced  b?  tha 
raaohitioni  i^eaaid. 


tbe  Onited  SIkIm,  consisted  at  the  respective  datea  of 
tbe  aereral  returns  of  the  fbltowing  items,  viz: 
Bills  and  notes  discounted,  and  boudi 

dne  bj  indiTidusb        -        .        -915,136,187,04 
Balance  due  bj  other  banks  in  ac- 
count, after  dedocting  tbe  Bams  dne 
bf  the  Bank  of  tbe  United  States 
and  its  branches  to  sereral  other 

banks I,91B,'0S4  39 

Bank  notes  of  odiei  banks  on  hand  fill,909  06 

Treasorj  drafts  not  yet  ooUaelad,     -  91 ,466  01 

Orerdrawii     •        -        .        .        -  2lifi1%  07 

Converted  bx  par  cent,  stock  -  38,068  33 


17,048,381  TO 


asnhicb  SIS  noted  in  the  atateioent 
A,  tbe  amaant  due  on  bands,  and  also  that  of  notes 
disconnted,  which  bsTO  lic«n  put  in  suit,  is  dislinctlj 
stated  in  tbe  returos  made  to  the  Tieuury  ;  but  tbe 
af^egate  alone  is  given  in  most  of  them,  and  thejr  do 
not  in  any  instance  distinguish  the  ninonnt  "oonsid- 
ered  ss  standing  accommodation  to  the  customers  of 
the  bank  and  its  branehas."  A  recnrrenee  to  the  Ifltb 
regulation  of  the  7th  section  of  the  act  inoorporsting 
the  bank  will  show  that  tbe  only  statements  that  eao 
be  reqnited  by  tha  officer  at  tbe  head  of  die  Tressury, 
an  tlwea  of  the  amount  of  the  capital  stock  of  tbe  cor- 

S ration,  of  the  debta  due  to  tbs  Bama,oftbe  moneya 
posited  therein,  of  the  notes  in  ciiculation,  and  of 
Ibe  cash  in  band ;  and  that  he  has  no  right  to  ask  fee 
lbs  account  of  any  prlTata  indtTidoalS)  or  £»  any  otlm 


the  abovementioned  general  slatementB.  Noi 
e  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  any  knowledge  what- 
ever  of  the  accounts  and  operations  of  the  Bank,  bal 
what  Is  derived  from  tbe  official  atalemenis  tiattsmitHd 
to  him  in  conformity  with  tbe  abovcmentelMd  pnm- 
sion  in  tbe  cttsTCer. 

Tbe  statement  B  shows  Ae  amaant  of  notes  li^ 
said  bank,  and  its  branches,  in  circnlation,  at  the  dMs 
of  tbe  latest  retains,  to  have  been  S6,!fi7,373  S3. 

Tbe  Treasurer's  accounts  annually  laid  before  Co- 
greas  show  correctly  tjie  amDUDt  of  public  moneys  it- 
posited  in  the  varioua  banks  on  Ihe  last  day  of  es<i 
quarter.    But  Ibal  amount  is  daily  Buctuatlng,  sol 
cannot  be  stated  with  pedect  pFociaiao  except  oa  tht 
quarterly  etatementaof  those  acconnta.    TbeTreamra 
furnishes,  however,  tbe  Sacietaiy  of  tbe  Tieeanry  niA 
a  weekly  estimate  of  the  cash  on   hand,  and  wboi 
deposited,  and  taken  boat  the  latest  received  retum. 
A  copy  of  that  romisbed  on  the  7(h  instant  (maAed  C]     I 
is  herewith  transmitted,  together  with  leniarka,  dto«- 
ing  what  portions  of  the  revenue  are  generalljr  dsMs-    ' 
ited  in  tbe  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  itobrant^    | 
and  what  portions  are  depoated  in  odier  bst^a. 

It  is  probable  that  tbe  amount  of  apeete  is  tbs  Trea- 
sury will,  on  the  first  day  of  March  next,  ereeed  ftf 
000,000,  and  that  tbe  pToportioa  deposited  ia  tbe  bants 
other  than  that  of  the  United  States  aad  its  bnaebe^ 
will  not  materially  vary  from  what  it  la  at  prassat  Bat 
it  isimpraeticabie  to  form  aay  comet  cskMaMssftbe 
probable  aaaonnt  at  that -time  in.each  tdace  rasfaoivs^, 
aince  that  is  always  regulated  by  tbe  want  frffOadain 
each  place  for  the  current  service ;  accordiog  tovbicba 
the  public  moneys  are  daily  transferred  by  diaila6«n 
place  to  place,  as  the  occarion  may  reqaire. 


ORLEANS  TEBRITORY. 

The  bill  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Terriiorr 
of  Orleans  to  form  a  eonstituttoo  and  Stait 
government^  and  for  the  admissioa  of  saeh  Suie 
into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  ori- 
ginal Slates ;  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Pitkin  commenced  a  speech  agmiut  the 
bill,  chiefly  abjeettn^  to  the  detail. 

When  he  had  been  speakinjf  about  half  an 

Tl 

Btten 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pitkih,  the  hill  was  onlered 

to  lii;  on  ibe  table,  the  doors  were  closed,  and  so 
remained  till  four  o'clock,  wbrn  the  House  ad- 
journed. Uuring  the  sitting  wilb  closed  doors,  a 
Message  of  a  confidential  nature  was  received 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

SaTDBnar,  January  12. 

The  House  contiDued  their  sittings  with  closed 

doors  from  Thursday  evening  until  this  day.  whea 

they  were  opened  nboni  nine  o'clock,  P.  H„  and 

then  the  House adjouroed  uritilMonday  morning. 

MoHoaT,  January  14. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  three  bills  with  the 
foilowing  lilies : 
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completing  the  Copital—TVrmhii^  of  OHtant. 


H.o>B. 


"Ad  «et  aotboriiing  the  sale  and  graDt  of  ■ 
eeriain  qnaDtltjrof  puhUc  laad  tetheCliesapeake 
and  Delawara  Canal  Companr; 

'-An  act  for  ihe  relief  of  iha  heirs  of  the  laie 
Major  Qenenl  Aslhonjr  Wayaeg"  and 

"An  act  auifaof iziog  a  subteripuoQ,  od  the  part 
of  ihe  Uoited  State*,  lo  the  Mock  of  the  Ohio 
Canal  Compaoy ;"  to  whieh  hills  ihey  desire  the 
CoaciuKDce  of  thit  Houh. 

The  Spbakhb  laid  before  the  Hoasa  a  re- 
pon  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  ia  ohedienee  to  a 
reaotutioa  of  the  sefenth  ultimo,  respBctisg  pat- 
ents ;  which  waa  read,  aad  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
tabU. 

The  Sp»KBa  laid  before  the  Hoose  a  report  of 
the  SecKtary  of  the  Traaiary,  ia  obedience  to  a 
reaoluiioD  of  the  tweaiy-Arst  oliimo,  reapeetiog 
■Moeys  paid  to  the  Coniuls  for  Ihe  relisl  of  the 
deatUute  AmerieaB  Mameo  in  foreigii  potts; 
which  waa  K»d|  ^"^  ordered  to  lie  on  (he  table. 
On  motioB  ot  Mr.  SarBiitr,  leave  tras  ai*eD 
lo  withdraw  the  petition  of  syodry  merehants 
i>r  Philadelphia,  preaaaiad  the  iwenty-serenlh  of 
February  last. 

Mr.  SawrsK,  from  the  committea  to  whota 
waa  recommitted  the  eagioaaed  bill  lo  alter  the 
tinea  for  holdiagtbedistticteoiittsof  ihs  dimici 
of  Not ih  CaroUiw,  reported  an  aisciidatDry  bill ; 
whieb  wat  read  twiee,  and  eoniattted  to  a  Com- 
nitiee  of  the  Whole  lo-raorrow. 

COMPLETOTO  THE  CAHTOL. 
Mr.  Macon  submitted  the  followiDg  reeolution : 
Betoiatd,  That  the  Preaiiient  of  the  United  fitatai 
b«  requBstad  to  oaoM  to  be  laid  befora  this  Honsa  an 
•atiioate  of  tha  ■uin  aeceMsry  to  finish  the  GajHtot, 
dasignsting  what  may  be  necesssiy  lo  finish  each  wing, 
and  the  main  bailding,  and  what  time  may  be  rcqiured 
b>  finuh  the  whale  bnUding. 

Mr.  Rbb*  moved  to  strike  out  so  much  of  the 
resolaiion  as  would  conBaa  it  to  an  isquiiy  into 
the  neeestary  repairs  of  the  DDithaod  south  win(^, 
and  the  expenses  of  them. 

Mr.  Lewis  expressed  bis  surprise  that  any  ob> 
jection  should  be  made  to  receiviDg  iofbrmation. 
whatever  disposition  there  mi^ht  be  to  act  on  it. 
The  resoluiion  went  to  an  olyect  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  L.,  ought,  long  ago,  to  have  at- 
tracted the  atieoiion  of  Congress,  and  he  was 
happy  to  see  it  now  lakerk  up. 

Mr,  Macoh  said,  be  wished  to  have  a  whole 
view  of  the  subject,  and  not  lo  go  on  for  ever  by 
little  and  little  to  vote  a  great  amount  of  moaey 
without  haviog  aay  estimate.  He  said  they  had 
belter  look  at  the  Eubiect  altogether.  He  had  no 
idea,  however,  that  Congress  wonid  now  appro- 

Eriatealarge  luniof  money  to  this  object;  every 
ody  koew  the  Treasury  was  not  ia  a  siiualion 
to  afford  it ;  but  he  was  opposed  to  the  moiiao 
of  Mr.  Rhea,  because  be  wished  to  hare  a  view 
of  the  whole  (ubJecL 

Mr.  Stanfobd  said  he  had  no  objection  to 
caUing  for  further  estimsteR ;  but  the  Houae  had 
already  had  several  esiimates  of  the  expense  of 
finishing  each  of  the  wings,  which  were  among 
the  ptinted  tlociuneata  of  Ute,  House, 


Mr.  PicKHAN  hoped  the  amendmeut  wouU  not 
prevail,  although  he  might  feel  as  liltle  interest 
ID  the  subject  aa  any  one,  because  he  did  not  ex- 
pect, efcer  the  end  of  the  present  session,  ever  to 
see  Washington  again  ;  hot  it  would  be  a  grent 
gralificaiioQ  .to  him  to  know  that  this  haildinf 
was  finished,  aod  that  it  should  not  stand  as  a 
■ooDumeni  of  extra vaganee—Hif  extmrwaBSB 
produced  by  the  mode  in  which  monev  bad  been 
appropriated  and  expeaded  for  iu  If  the  Ooveia- 
meot  should  go  on,  a*  it  had  done  for  eight  or  ten 
^ears,  making  nlteralioos  or  repnira,  the  build- 
inga  would  be  in  no  better  etate  than  ihey  am 
now,  stihough  they  would  have  coat  a  giant  de*l 
more  ntoQcy  than  if  an  approfHiaiion  were  at 
oucB  nude-  to  finish  the  whole.  He  thenfore 
hoped  the  resolndon  would  paaa  witbont  mraead> 
ment. 

Mr.  Rhea  said,  if  be  believed  the  ^tleraan  , 
from  North  Carolina  waa  seriously  dispoaad  lo 
do  that  which  hia  motion  proposed  to  inquire  into, 
he  might  a^ee  to  it.  If  the  bnildings  were  fin- 
ished, repairs  would  alwaye  be  neeeesary,  nntaL 
materials  ^ould  bediaooveiwl,BB  dnrahlein  their 
nature  as  time  Itself.  The  id«B  that  the  making 
a  large  appropriation  at  ouee  weald  preclude  the 
necessity  of  other  appropriations  waa  as  retaon- 
able  as  that,  because  a  man  made  a  hearty  dinner 
□ne  day,  he  should  eai  none  for  a  wees  aftar- 
warde. 

Hr.  Rnaa'a  motion  for  ameadauat  waa  nega* 
lived. 

On  the  snggeslion  of  Mr.  TAbLHADOB,  the  iw 
oluiion  was  so  amended,  with  the  eonseet  of  Mr. 
MiDON,  as  to  call  for  an  account  of  ibe  debts  don 
to  individoais  at  this  time  for  work  done  on  the 
Capiiol;  and  alio  for  an  aecoant  of  the  whol* 
moneys  expended  on  the  public  buildings. 

As  amended,  the  rcsolutioo  was  agreed  to,  aad 
a  committee  appointed  to  present  it  to  the  Ptea*- 
dent  of  the  United  Slates. 

ORLEANS  TERRITORy. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
eogrosied  bill  to  eoabte  the  people  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Orleans  to  form  a  consutulion  and  State 
^vernmentj  and  for  the  admission  of  such  State 
into  tbe  Union  oD  aa  equal  footing  with  the  ori- 
ginal States,  aod  for  other  purposes. 

The  bill  being  on  its  final  passage — 

Mr.  Pitkin  said  he  had  heretofore  staled  that 
he  had  some  abjections  to  the  bill,  which  be  had 
intended  to  have  stated  to  the  House  when  the 
bill  was  capable  of  amendment,  but  that  he  had 
not  an  opporiuoity  so  to  do.  I  have  stated,  said 
Mr.  P.,  that  it  was  probable  there  would  be  some 
difficulty  belweea  Orleans,  when  it  becomes  a 
Stale,  aad  the  United  States,  respecting  tbe  ex- 
tent of  the  Stale  westward.  I  stated  that  the 
United  Slates,  in  consequence  of  the  purchase  of 
Louisiana  with  the  same  extent  that  it  had  when 
Spain  and  France  possessed  it,  had  claimed  tbe 
territory  as  far  as  the  river  called  Rio  Bravo  { 
that  the  negotiatioas  on  this  subject  between  the 
Qorernments  of  the  United  States  and  Spain 
were  pobably  unknown  to  many  member*  of 
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the  Room,  Bad  ibit  it  rrqgired  a  prcli; 
knowledse  of  ihem,  of  toe  exleol  of  the  cliim, 
uid  of  toe  ^eograpb;  of  ihe  coDDiry,  lo  nndpr- 
Btand  precisely  what  I  meant.  I  slated  that 
ihere  m*  an  exteoi  of  conniry  between  a  merid- 
ioaal  line  pasiing  ihrongh  Naeosdoebei  and  Rio 
Bravo,  of  four  or  fire  hnodred  tnilei  in  widib, 
vhich  the  Uoiled  Siaiea  bad  claimed  at  being 
their  projiertr.  In  the  Degotiationi  beiween  the 
twa  eoanlrin,  the  United  Stales  offered  to  cf de 
all  the  country  between  the  Rio  Bra?o  and  the 
Colorado  rnnninf^  east  of  it  to  Spain,  on  tbeeon- 
ditioD  ibai  Spam  would  cede  to  the  Uoited 
Sutei  all  the  lerritory  west  of  the  Perdido. 
This  propo«iiioB  was  rejected.  Our  Commis- 
•ioneri  were  ioatructed  to  auert  oar  title  as  far 
u  the  Rio  Braro,  or  at  least  to  the  Bay  of  Sl 
Bernard.  Ii  ii  ao  slated  by  the  President  of  ibe 
Dniled  States  in  Ihe  initodnciioo  to  ihe  compi- 
btioD  of  the  land  laws,  in  which  he  stales  that 
W0  Dfl^uestionably  hare  a  rif  ht  lo  the 
aa  ftr  west  a<  (be  sonrcet  of  iberirei 
All  into  the  Mississippi,  to  the  soarcea  of  the 
Red  river,  Arkansas,  and  Minsoari;  ibat  with 
tespeci  to  the  territory  immediately  bounding  on 
the  Oalf  of  Mexico,  we  hare  claims  to  th- 
"proTinee  of  Tesas,"  which  it  is  well  known  .- 
a  Tcry  large  profince.  By  the  hill  before  us,  ac- 
cording (o  this  constnietiDn,  juritdiclion  is  ex- 
tended over  this  very  province  ;  and  it  may  be, 
■od  ta  fact  will  be,  in  tlie  power  of  the  State  of 
Orleans  to  My  that  our  liraiis  extend  so  fsr,  and 
iberefore  to  exteud  their  jurisdiciioa  in  like  man- 
ner. In  my  apprehension,  therefore,  it  is  impor- 
latit,  while  we  are  making  this  Territory  s  Stat 
where  the  boundaries  are  disputed,  lo  retain  i 
oar  own  hands  the  power  of  settling  them.  It ._ 
known  that,  by  the  law  which  passed  providing 
ibr  the  government  of  the  Territory  of  Orleana, 
we  bad  libtriy  to  alter  the  bonndary  before  we 
nude  Ihem  a  Stale,  but  not  after.  Will  it  not  be 
in  the  power  of  the  new  State  to  insist  on  their 
Mht  (o  jurisdiction  over  the  territory,  at  least  as 
nr  west  at  the  Colorado,  and  to  prevent  Ihe  Uni- 
ted Slates  from  ceding  any  part  of  it!  For  in- 
Maaee,  sir,  the  United  Slated  may  wish,  as  we 
Aave  taken  Florida  a*  far  as  the  Perdido,  subject 
»  future  negotiation,  to  make  this  arraagement: 
to  cede  to  Spain  a  ceruin  proportion  west  fbr 
Basi  Florida.  Now.  sir,  I  ask  when  we  have 
Bade  this  country  a  State  if  we  can  do  ibis?  I 
believe  it  wilt  be  said  by  every  person  ihal  we 
cannot,  aftersbe  becomes  a  State,  alter  the  boood- 
«nes  wiihoat  her  consent.  I  do  apprehend,  ihere- 
ton,  there  will  be  difficulties  on  the  subject  here- 
after if  the  United  States  should  atlempt  to  set- 
Ue  the  boundary  in  a  manner  disagreeable  to  the 
Bute;  because,  if  they  cannot  extend  iheirjuris- 
^tion  west  of  a  meridional  tine  passing  through 
Ract^doches,  ihe  territory  will  be  in  extent  east 
and  west  but  about  one  hundred  miles,  and  north 
and  sooth  about  one  hundred  and  twenty,  and 
this  will  make  them  comparatively  a  imall  State. 
As  the  United  States  have  settled  a  provisional 
line,  to  wit:  a  meridfonol  line  through  Nacog- 
doehet,  it  should  not  be  in  the  power  of  the  new 


Stale  to  mend  Its  juriidiGlion  beyond  thai  line. 
Provision  miKbt  be  made  in  ibis  way.  The 
western  bouodary  might  be  made  to  confofm  to 
the  provisional  lioe ;  and  a  provision  raigbl  then 
be  made  thai  there  should  be  reserved  to  ihs 
Untied  States  the  privilege  of  adding  to  it  what- 
ever laud  it  should  acquire  westwardly.  Suck  a 
proTision  would  leave  n*  at  liberty  to  settle  Ihe 
limiu  without  tbe  interference  of  ihtt  State,  and 
without,  I  apprehend,  much  diffienliy,  Thiswti 
done  in  relation  to  the  State  of  Ohio.  Dnlc« 
the  right  had  been  reserved,  the  eoaseni  of  tke 
Stale  would  have  been  necesnry  to  a  eesoion,  or 
other  alteration  of  its  boundary.  Such  a  coane 
in  this  ease  will  be  perfectly  safe  fot  the  United 
State*,  as  well  as  for  the  new  State.  I  wish  we 
ma*  so  regulate  the  Territory  as  there  may  not 
in  niture  be  any  collision  beiween  (he  Stale  and 
Ihe  United  Slate*.  Tbe  province  of  Texas  is  in 
the  vieeroyiltr  of  New  Spain.  We  know  that 
the  Viceroy  sent  his  troops  lo  opptrae  lb«  pasaagB 
of  our  troops,  and  •  provisional  line  waa  estab- 
lished. New  Spain  is  very  powerful,  and  I  shonld 
be  very  sorry  that  the  new  Slate  ahould  bav* 
power  to  embroil  Ibe  United  States  with  iL  I 
would  ask  ihe  chairionn  of  the  eonimiltee  who 
reported  this  bill.whsl  were  bis  views  respeeliag 
the  western  boundary,  and  how  far  it  was  his 
idea  ihal  the  new  Slate  should-exieDd,  and  whe- 
ther it  would  oo(  comport  with  his  ideas  thai  the 
change  which  1  have  suggested  should  be  madcl 
I  could  have  wished  that  the  bill  was  in  such  a 
slate  of  its  progresi  that  I  could  have  moved  an 
amendmeot;  but,  as  it  is,  uoless  I  am  satisfied 
that  we  shall  not  be  involved  in  difficulty  by  the 
consequence*  I  have  staled,  I  shall  be  unwilling 
l«  pass  the  bill,  and  must  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  JoBNaoK  said  he  bad  listened  to  the  ob- 
jections against  extending  the  ligbi  of  self-gov- 
ernment to  ihe  Terriiory  of  Orleans  wiib  great 
aniiely.  Bo  longf  as  the  measure  was  subject  la 
modification  and  amendment,  said  he,  I  felt  dis- 
posed to  remain  silent.  Bui  the  question  bow 
presented  is,  shall  the  bill  pass  by  which  the  Ter- 
ritory will  be  authorized  to  form  a  State  govern- 
ment upon  certain  conditions.  The  conductor 
the  United  States  towards  this  Territory  has 
been  roagnaDlmous,  liberal,generous.  The  eon- 
dnei  of  the  people  deserved  it.  This  disposition 
on  Ihe  part  of  tne  United  Sistes  has  created  in 
that  people  a  love  of  iudepeodence,  and  a  confi- 
dence that  every  reasonaole  request  woold  be 
complied  with.  These  people  aska  favor;  what 
is  it?  The  power  to  erect  themselves  into  an  in- 
dependent Slate.  Is  this  uoreasooableT  Is  it 
onnaiural  that  freemen  should  seek  tbe  right  of 
poltiical  self-government  at  iheir  expense  and 
not  ouni  Do  ibey  present  a  paper  in  one  hand, 
and  a  threat  in  the  other?  No,  sir,  they  approach 
yon  as  respectful  memorialists  asking  a  favor  and 
not  even  demanding  a  tight.  What  reasons  of 
State,  then,  have  we  to  disappoint  the  just  ezpec- 
lalions  of  this  important  Territory  T  The  prin- 
ciples of  every  State  cooatituiion  in  the  Union, 
ibe  political  creed  $o  often  professed  on  ibis  Boor, 
the  sentiment*  of  freedom  as  oflea  expitased, 
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and  the  artidef  of  (he  Federal  CotuIiiuiioD  which 
circnnucribe  our  power*,  all  anile  to  eoforce  the 
cUiois  of  this  Territory  to  Stat*  sovereignij'.  I 
«aQi]ol,  I  will  not  therefore  wicttbold  niyuiDctioB 
from  the  wiihei  of  ifaese  p«op!e.  B^  ■  ebeoge 
of  eowluci  on  my  part,  1  will  doI  be  imlrunini- 
lal  in  cbansiiig  to  enmily  tbe  deep-rooted  at- 
taehinent  of  these  people  to  ibii  coiiniry,  aod 
OUT  republtcin  iD.Miluiiooa.  Tbe  30ih  day  of 
April,  1B03.  tbe  United  States  Requited  tbe  Ter- 
ritory of  Louiiinot,  tbe  OrlcADs  beiof  a  part,  by 
n  eooreotion  eaier^  iulo  with  Fr«Dce  at  Pari*, 
wbich  conventioa  wu  ratified  by  tbe  Pre*ideat 
of  tbe  United  State* -and  the  Senate,  uid  the 
Gnagteu  made  prof  iiioa  for  the  purcbue  money. 
The  people  of  tbe  Orleans  Territory  hare  been 
incorporated  into  the  Union  by  puichase  aoil 
adoption,  sod  are  eoiitled  to  all  the  rights  of 
American  citizens.  The  third  article  of  nid 
treaty  specific* — "  That  the  inhabitants  of  Lou- 
'itiaaa|(tbe  ceded  territory,)  aball  be  iocorpo- 
'  rated  into  the  Union  of  tbe  United  State*,  and 
'  adroiijed  as  soon  a*  poMible,  according  (o  the 
'  principle*  of  tbe  Ffderel  Constitaiion,  to  tbe 
'enjoyment  of  all  tbe  rishta,  adTaniages,  and 
'iniiDuaitie*  of  eitize,iis  of  the  United  States." 
We  ate  thus  totemnly  bound  by  compact  to  ad- 
rait  this  Tertiiury  inio  the  UnuMi  ai  a  Stale,  as 
aoon  as  poasible,  consiaieni  wiih  the  Consiiiution 
of  the  United  State*.  What  ptinciple  of  the 
CoDatituiion  will  be  violated  by  tbeit  admiaiian 
into  the  Unioo  a*  a  State?  la  fact,  we  are 
bound  by  the  ptineiple*  of  the  Coostiiution ;  we 
are  bound  to  tae  people  of  the  United  State* ;  ve 
are  bound  by  cucscience,  and  we  are  bound  by  a 
■till  more  »acred  tie  to  Uim  who  gave  us  inde- 
pendence to  extend  the  blening*  of  liberty  to 
the*e  people  wbeaerer  it  ii  practicable.  But  the 
undefined  limiu  of  ihii  Territory  have  furniahed 
frouod  for  aerioui  objeetioa.  The  western  and 
southern  boundary  remain  i<ubiecls  of  ditpute 
between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  and  it  is 
apprehended  that  it  will  produce  a  colliuon  with 
a  foreign  Power  to  erect  this  Territory  into  a 
State.  Tbe  ingenuity  of  tbe  gentleman  from 
Connecticut  has  discovered  this  difficulty,  but 
his  information  has  furnished  an  answer.  The 
present  iiate  of  thioffs  will  prove  the  reverse  of 
this  position.  Why  Ha*  not  tbe  Tertitotial  gov- 
■ernment  produced  this  collision  with  a  foreign 
Fowerl  Tbe  Territorial  administration  has  ex- 
tended as  far  to  tbe  west  and  south  as  will  be 
given  to  the  State  Qovemment ;  the  State  sov- 
ereignty, as  to  the  extent  of  couulrv,  will  be 
given  in  the  very  same  words  in  which  the  Ter- 
ritorial sovereignty  ha*  been  exercised  without 
war  with  a  fbreigu  Power.  Sir,  the  danger  is 
ideal,  and  the  imagination  should  not  b«  em- 
ployed to  embarraM  with  groundless  fears  upon  a 
aubjeet  of  so  much  magnttude.  But  I  will  prove 
the  objection  gionndless:  whether  a  Territorial 
or  a  State  government,  tbe  dispute  as  to  bound- 
ary, if  it  does  exist,  is  a  national  dispute  to  be 
settled  by  negotiation.  In  the  year  1782,  tbe  Uni- 
led  Slates  and  Qteat  Btitain  entered  into  a  pro- 
visioDaL  trtaiy.    In  the  first  article,  Qreat  Btitain 


the  second  article,  the  boundary  is  fixed  between 
the  British  provinces  and  the  Caited  States.  la 
the  year  1783,  Oreal  Britain  and  the  United  Statea 
entered  into  the  Treaty  of  Peaca  which  ended 
the  war  of  the  Revalutiou,  and  In  the  second 
articlf,  the  boundary  lines  between  the  United 
Slates  and  the  British  provinces  are  iasettedts 
conformity  to  the  provisional  article  upon  that 
subjecl'iu  1782. 

In  the  second  article  it  is  staled  that  the  east- 
ern boundar][  belween'the  United  States  and  thv 
British  provinces  should  be  formed  by  a  lias 
drawn  along  the  middle  of  the  rivet  St.  Croix, 
from  its  mouth  in  the  Bav  of  Fundy  to  its  source, 
and  thence  id  tbe  bighlauds  Which  divide  the 
waters  of  the  St.  Lawrence  and  the  Atlaotio. 
Subsequent  to  the  date  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace, 
doubts  arose  as  to  the  source  and  run  of  the  St. 
Croix,  a*  intended  by  the  treaty.  Two  watara 
were  known  by  the  same  name,  wbich  is  not  an- 
frequenl,  and,  as  was  to  be  expected.  Great  Brit- 
ain conteude^  for  tbe  river  which  would  givo 
ibem  the  most  territory,  as  did  the  United  States 
for  that  waiei  bearing  the  name  of  St.  Croix 
that  would  extend  the  limiu  of  the  United 
Stales.  This  dispute  arose  from  these  facts,  and 
remained  unseiiled  until  the  year  17M,  when 
Jay's  Treaty  wa*  entered  into,  and  by  muiual 
Fment  commissioners  were  appointed  to  ra- 
!  testimony  and  fiaally  settle  upon  tbe  trgo 
boundary  between  lbs  two  nations,  wbich  ma 
done  without  producing  war.or  without  the  State 
bordering  on  the  river  Sl  Croix  objecting  to 
such  a  pTooeedii>g. 

I  have  an  example  slill  more  iu  point,  and 
hicb  must  be  known  to  this  House,  and  with 
the  power  of  Spain,  the  very  nation  who  dis- 
putes the  boupdary  of  the  Orleans  Territory  to 
the  west  and  south.  I  mean  the  unsettled  aitd 
undeGnedlimitsofOeoritia  to  the  south  and  weat. 
bordering  on  the  Spanish  provinces  of  East  and 
West  Florida,  and  which  was  a  subject  of  dis- 
pute between  Spain  and  the  United  States,  until 
the  Treaty  of  1795  with  that  Power ;  the  second 
article  of  which  treaty  defines  the  boundary  be- 
tween the  State  of  Qeorgia  and  the  Spanish  prov- 
inces of  East  and  West  Florida;  and  by  the  third 
article,  Commissioners  were  appointed  to  ran  tha 
and  fix  the  boundary.  Until  this  Treaty 
with  Spain,  of  1795,  it  is  well  known  that  Spain 
bad  possession  of  Natchez  and  several  oitkar 
places  in  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  Spanish  troops  and  Governor  were  accord- 
ingly removed.  This,  I  presume,  should  satisfy 
us  upon  this  head.  Every  treaty  in  your  statute 
books  proves  the  practice  of  ualions  in  settling 
"Iroversy.  These  several  treaties  towbicbl 
'e  adverted  have  embraced  a  vast  variety  of 
subjects  of  dispute.  The  subject  of  contnMnd 
goods,  the  definition  of  a  blockaded  port,  the  dn- 
ties  upon  merchandise  aud  tonnage^  ara  disputes 
of  the  commercial  kind,  wbich  nations  settle  bf 
iMsotiation  and  war,  ana  in  character  there  is  no 
diffeieuce  in  comraetcial  and  in  leriilotial  diiH 
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pDin.  Sometnnn  a  dispute  may  rmbrac«  ■  fen 
acres  at  loil  unimporlniit  in  aaj  point  of  TJew, 
and  leas  imporlant  than  nianf  coininercial  rights  ; 
at  olfaer  times  a  territorial  dtfpute  may  arise  to 
impoTtaoee  as  embrBcing  a  most  raluable  tract 
of  eonntrf.  In  wbich  cases  sometimet  ibe  dis- 
pute map  differ  as  to  its  inrrinste  iniporiincp,  boi 
not  in  its  character;  and  this  naiian  vill  not  so 
ttt  consult  the  will  of  any  other,  as  to  keep  in 

JDlilical  chains  any  portion  of  onr  citizens.  This 
ispoie  may  exicl  oniil  lb«  preieoi  gentratioB 
•ball  be  grey  with  >ce. 

But  the  people  asE  us  far  ibe  right  of  self-goT- 
einment,  and  we  grant  it  npoa  condiiions  which 
make  it  a  great  faTor  to  us  that  the  Orleans  Ter- 
ritory will  become  a  Slate  upon  (hose  coDditiooi. 
The  acceptance  of  these  people  on  these  condi' 
lions  is  the  highest  eridence  of  their  wortb  and 
tnerii.  In  Iweife  months  (bete  people,  amoant- 
ing  to  sixty  ibonsand  eodIs  could  demand  of  vou 
18  a  right  wbtl  is  asked  of  yon  as  a  faror.  the 
first  condition  prescribed  is,  ihbl  the  public  lands 
belongioE  to  the  United  Stales  shall  eTcr  remain 
eiempt  Irom  taxation.  This  would  have  been  a 
.  aonrce  of  great  reresue  to  ibJG  people,  and  which 
could  not  bare  been  tioiisidered  unreasonable  if 
taxed,  as  the  lands  belonging  to  individuala.  Th 
•eeond  condition  is,  that  Blfibe  legislative,  jodi- 
eialj  and  executive  proceedinxs,  shall  be  carried 
on  )□  the  English  lingnage.  The  aceeptaace  of 
this  condltioD  proves  their  love  for  liberty,  their 
willingness  to  sacriflee  prejudices  at  the  shHne 
of  independence.  They  are  willing  to  destroy 
the  Duly  remaining  Tealige  of  French  nationality, 
tbe  French  language,  that  we  may  not  only  be 
one  in  sentiment,  one  great  family  in  principles, 
but  in  language,  habit,  and  external  appearance. 
It  is  a  great  sacrifice ;  one  which  they  ought  tc 
make,  and  one  worthy  alone  of  freemen.  Foi 
the  jgreat  purposes  of  liberty  they  are  not  only 
-willmg  to  lose  as  loon  as  possible  the  la- 
of  Fraitce,  but  recolleel  it  is  tbe  language 
&thers  and  mothers.  It  is  the  language  of  iheir 
native  country.  What  becomes  oftbe  deunncia- 
lions  which  we  have  heard  against  these  people, 
snd  the  charge  of  disafectloni  The  charge  is 
^nndless;  the  impntaiibn  is  without  founda- 
tion. It  has  beep  contended  on  this  floor,  thai 
the  people  of  this  Territory  can  never  be  admit- 
ted into  the  UuioD  as  an  independent  State,  and 
that  they  must  remain  in  a  state  of  political  vas- 
■■lage.  In  article  tbe  fourth,  section  the  third,  nf 
tbe  Federal  Constitution,  it  i*  stated,  that  new 
States  may  be  admitted  by  the  Congress  of  the 
United  Stales  into  this  Union.  Here  the  T 
Inie  power  ofBdraiitiug  States  into  the  Uni 
given  to  the  Congress.  If  Ibis  povar  is  givi 
Uie  people  of  tbe  United  States  in  Coagret  __ 
aemoled,  by  what  fiat  are  tbe  people  of  the  vast 
nnrchase  of  Louisiana  to  be  deprived  of  ttii ' 
freedom  t  By  what  law  of  nature  are  they  to  „ 
held  in  political  bondage}  and  by  what  article  in 
the  CoostitutioQ  are  tbete  people  disfranchised  1 
1  «nvv  not  tbe  spirit  which  dictated  this  sentiment 
of  galling  chains.  It  was  dictated  by  a  spirit  of 
haired  to  France  and  Frenchmea,  and  not  by 


that  spirit  of  independence  which  shoald' be  eber- 
ished  by  us  all.  Bui  they  are  Frenchmen ;  that 
is  iheir  crime.  They  are  American  citizens,  and 
they  deserve  the  name.  I  will  veniare  to  say 
that  there  ate  as  many  lovers  of  England  and 
English' monarc by  as  there  ate  lovers  of  Fiance- 
and  French  despotism  in  (he  United  States,  and 
as  many  lovers  of  England  in  ■■  many  square 
miles  in  the  United  Stales  as  lovers  of  France  in 


lir,  attend  to  the  h.ippy  effects  of  this  i 

1  respecu  theUuited  Butes;  we  get  rid  of 
(rouble  and  expense  of  the  territorial  gov- 

ment;  weshailno  longer  be  embarrasRed  with 
territorial  petitions  and  regulations.     We  shall 

longer  tear  of  rent  oust  ran  ceo  against  lerrito- 
il  governors  and  officera;  neither  Ibe  cries  of 
tbe  mjutcd  nor  the  clamors  of  enry  will  assalt 
us;  these  thinin  will  be  managed  by  the  State 
governtoent.  The  effect  of  this  measure  upon 
the  people  of  the  Territory  will  be  still  more 
beneficial  and  salutary  at  a  crtsit  so  interesiiog- 
to  the  American  people.  Every  man  baa  a  de- 
sire for  freedom.  By  dint  of  experience  man  will 
become  enligbtenea.  By  the  light  of  his  own 
errors  he  will  become  wise  and  gi}o6.  The  peo- 
ple of  this  Terkitory  hava  not  only  a  relish  for 
independence, but  ihey  bavelbt  capacity  of  enjoy- 
ing It.  Tbey  bare  not  only  beard  ihe  sound,  but 
they  have  in  part  enjoyed  the  snbstance.  Tbey 
have  been  some  lime  a  legislative  people.  Then 
emancipation  from  a  Territorfal  goremment  wilt 
have  a  most  happy  idflneoce  upon  the  morals, 
(he  character,  and  the  intelligence  of  ibe  people. 
Merit  will  soon  be  (he  test  of  promotion,  and  a 
noble  emnUiion  will  check  an  inordinate  passion 
for  gain.  Thespirit  of  liberty  will  soon  animate 
every  bosom;  and  the  mind  will  see  iu  own  en- 
largement. It  will  increasethe  physical  rnreeoT 
the  nation,  and  it  will  arin  the  people  with  addf- 
liona)  weapons  of  setf-preservaiion. 

Thns,  sir,  I  have  endeavored  to  nrova  that  nn 
serious  objection  can  be  urged  to  (he  passage  oT 
this  bill,  and  that,  by  ils  passage,  you  extend  tha 
blessings  of  independence  to  a  large  and  respect- 
able Terrilory,  wilhoni  abridging  the  right  of 
others. 

Mr.  QoiNCT,— Mt\  Speaker,  I  addresa  yon,  sir, 
with  au  anxiety  and  distress  of  mind,  iriih  me 
wholly  unprecedented.  The  friends  of  ibh  bill 
seem  to  consider  it  as  the  exercise  of  a  common 
power;  as  au  ordinary  affair;  a  mtn  municipal 
regulation  which  ttey  expect  to  see  pass  wrih- 
out  otherquestious  than  those  eon eeroiog details,. 
But,  sir,  the  principle  of  this  bill  miierially  af. 
fects  the  liberties  and  riehis  of  ihe  whole  people 
of  the  United  States.  To  me,  it  appears  that  it 
would  justify  a  revolution  in  this  coontrv  ;  and 
that,  in  do  great  length  of  time,  may  produce  it. 
When  I  see  the  zeal  and  perseverance  with 
which  Ibis  bill  hasbecti  urged  along  ils  Parlia. 
mentary  path,  when  I  kaow  the  local  interests 
and  associated  projects,  which  combine  to  pro- 
mote its  success,  all  opposition  to  it  aeems  mani- 
festly unavailing.  I  am  almost  templed  to  leave, 
without  a  siruggl^  my  country  to  iu  faie.    Bat,. 
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sir,  while  iber*  ii  life,  there  ia  hope.  So  Ion;  as 
thefttal  (haft  hai  not  yet  sped,  ifHeaveD  so  will 
it,  (he  bow  m>y  be  broken,  nod  ibe  vigor  of  the 
iDitehief-mediiaiiDg  artn  withered.  If  there  be  a 
man  in  this  Houm,  oi  natioD,  who  cherishea  the 
ConatiinttoD  under  which  we  are  assembled,  as 
tbe  chief  stair  of  bis  hope,  aa  the  light  which  is 
dettined-  to  gladden  bis  own  day,  aad  to  soften 


I  the  gloom  of  the  Brare,  by  the  prospect  it 

is  over  bis  chiidreij.  I  fall  t      '   ' 

inch  lentiments.    I  wUi  yield 


t  behind  him 


lachmeDt  to  this  Ci 
ibe  sages  who  Ixid  its  foundation;,  in  devotion  to 
those  principles  which  form  its  cement  and  con- 
stitute its  proportions.  What,  then,  must  be  my 
feelings;  what  ought  to  be  the  feelings  of  a  man 
cheiiuiiog  such  sentiments,  when  he  sees  an  act 
contemplated  which  lays  inin  at  the  root  of  all 
these  hopesf  When  be  seen  a  principle  of  action 
about  to  be- usorped,  before  the  opefaiion  of  which 
the  bands  of  this  Coo&tiiuiion  are  no  more  than 
flax  before  the  fire,  or  stubble  before  the  whirl- 
wind? When  this  bill  pastei,  such  an  act  is 
done,  and  such  a  Drinciple  usurped. 

Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  a  great  rule  of  human 
conduct,  which  he  wbo  honestly  dbserres  cannoi 
err  widely  from  the  path  of  his  sought  duty.  It 
is,  to  be  yety  scrupulous  concerning  tbe  princi- 
ples yon  select  a*  theiesi  of  your  rights  and  obli- 
gfttioDs;  10  be  very  faithful  in  noticing  the  resalt 
of  ibeir  application;  and  to  be  very  fearless  in 
tracing  and  exposing  their  immediate  effects  and 
distant  consequences.  Under  thesaaction  of  this 
rnle  of  conduct,  I  am  compelled  to  declare  it  at 
my  del ibprate  opinion,  that,  if  this  bill  passes,  the 
bonds  of  ihb  Union  are  virtually  dissolved ;  that 
tiie  Slates  which  compose  it  ore  free  from  their 
moral  obligations,  and  that,  as  it  will  be  the  right 
of  >II,  so  it  will  be  the  duty  of  some,  to  prepare 
definitely  for  a  separation — amicably  irihey  can, 
violently  if  they  must. 

Mr.  Qdingt  was  here  called  to  order  by  Mr. 
PoinbbXtbr. 

Mr.  ^iHCT  repeated,  and  jnsliBed  the  remark 
be  had  mada,  n^icb,  lo  sare  ail  miaappre  hens  ion, 
heoooinutted  lo-wriling,  in  Ihe  following  words; 
"  If  this  bill  passes,  it  is  my  deliberate  opinion 
'  that  it  is  virtually  a  dissolution  of  this  Union; 
'  that  it  will  free  the  States  from  their  moral  ob- 
'  nation,  and,  as  it  will  be  the  right  of  all,  so  it 
'  will  be  tbe  duly  of  some,  definitely  to  prepare 
'  for  a  aeparation,  amicably  if  tbey  ottn,  Tiolently 
'  if  ihey  mntii." 
After  some  Ittile  confasion, 
Mr.  PoiHDBXTER  required  the  decision  of  the 
Speaker  whether  it  was  eonsi stent  with  the  pro> 
firiety  of  debate,  to  use  such  an  expression.  He 
said  il  was  radically  wron^  for  any  member  to 
use  argnmenta  going  to  dissolve  the  Government, 
and  tumble  this  bo<^  itself  to  dust  and  ashes.  It 
would  be  fouDd,  from  tbe  gentleman's  ataiemeot 
of  bis  language,  that  be  had  declared  the  right  of 
any  portioa  of  th«  people  to  separate- 
Mr.  ^iriiicY  wished  the  Speaker  to  decide,  for 
if  the  geoileman  was  permitted  to  debate  the 
q«e*Uoa,  he  aboald  leac  one-half  of  his  speech. 


^1h^."i 


Mr.  PomnKxTEH  said  that,  by  the  interruption 
given  him,  be  perceived  the  galled  jade  winced. 
The  question  he  wished  to  propound  lo  tbe  Chaft 
was  this:  Whether  it  be  competent  in  any  mem- 
ber of  this  House  to  invite  any  portion  of  the 
people  to  insurrection,  and,  of  course,  to  a  disso- 
lution of  the  Unioni 

Mr.  ^uTNcr.  And  I,  sir,  will  make  this  qnea- 
tioD  ;  Is  it  not  (be  duty  of  a  member  (o  state  the- 
consequences  of  a  measure  which  appears  injv- 
riuDS  10  him?  And  the  more  pregnant  the  mea* 
sure  is  with  evil,  is  not  the  duty  of  stating  it  tbe 
imperious?    Sucb,  I  say,  will  be  the  cort-- 

—    "id  such  I  mean  to  prove 

wished  to  know  tf  the  gentle- 
lUHu  udu  any  more  right  10  debate  the  quesiion- 
than  he  had. 

Mr.  Q,DiNCY  resumed  bis  seat;  and 

Tbe  Speak£R  decided  that  great  latitude  iD< 
debate  was  generally  allowed  j  and  that,  by  way 
of  aigumcni  against  a  bill,  the  first  pan  of  the- 

Senileman's  observations  was  admissible;  but  the- 
itter  member  of  the  sentence,  viz:  "That  it 
'  would  be  the  duty  of  some  States  to  prepare  iar 
'  a  separation,  amicably  if  they  can,  violently  if 
'  they  mu^i,"  was  contrary  to  the  order  of  de- 
bate. 

Mr.  Lbwib  called  for  the  decision  of  anothar 
(|uestion  of  order,  viz :  Whether  a  Del^ate,  holi^ 
ing  a  MBi  in  this  House  hf  ooartesr  alone,  witl^ 
out  a  right. to  vote,  has  a  right  to  eaH  any  mem- 
ber of  the  House  to  order? 

Mr.  Nbwton  Hiked,  fbr  what  a  I>el^te  was 
sent  here,  but  te  take  care  of  the  political  right* 
of  tbe  Territory  be  represented  ?  And  where  be 
conceived  them  to  be  aStcted,  as  in  this  case^ 
he  bad  certainly  the  same  rights  as  any  other 
taemher. 

The  Speaker  decided  against  Mr.  Lewis's  ap- 
peal to  order. 

Mr.  Macon  expressed  his  wish  that  the  gentl»- 
man  bad  not  beep  inieirupted  in  his  speech,  al- 
though no  one  was  more  averse  to  hearing  any- 
thing said  about  the  disBolutioo  of  the  Union  than 
he  was. 

Mr.  Wright  wiiihed  that  thegeaileman  should 
now  be  permitted  to  pursue  his  speech. 

The  Speaker,  however,  having  decided  Mr. 
dciNcy'e  observations  to  be  out  of  order — 

Mr.  Q,uii(0T  appealed  from  his  decision,  and 
required  tbe  yeas  and  nays  on  tbe  appeal. 

Hon 

the.      .     ,  „  ._       

that  tbe  mles  of  the  House  only  ajipliei 
order  and  facility  of  public  business,  and  not  to 
the  sentiment!  expressed  in  debate.  Mr.  B.  said 
he  was  far  from  implying  an  approbation  of  the 
gentleman's  sentiments;  buthe  thought  the^  were 
a  mailer  altogether  between  himself  and  his  con- 
stituents. 

Mr.  Gold  quoted  Jefl'erson's  Manual,  to  shoir 
that  whatever  was  said  in  debate  of  a  disorderly 
nature  should  not  be  noticed  until  the  person 
using  such  words  had  gone  through  with  his 
remarks. 
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Meur*.  Pitkin,  Sbkffet,  RRSA-.tod  leTeral 
«tbers,  rose  to  speik ;  but  tbe  Spe&kbb  read  the 
jule  ivbicb  precluded  debate  on  ao  appeal  from 
tbe  Speaker!  decisioD- 

TbequealioQ  was  stated  thai:  "Is  tbedeciiion 
«f  the  Spukbk  correct?"  And  decided  aa  fol- 
laws: 

TiAi— Lemuel  J.  Aliton,  Willii  Alilon,  Jan.,  WU- 
4iain  Andenon,  David  Bard,  Williui  T.  Bany,  Adam 
fiojd,  Sabtrl  Brawn  Jcoeph  Calhoun,  Malthaw  Clay, 
JtBca  Cochran,  William  Ciawlbrd,  Hkhard  Culta, 
Jahn  Dawaon,  Joaaph  Draha,  WUliMn  Fmdlaj,  Banil- 
lai  Gannett,  Oideon  Gardnai,  Jama*  Holland,  Jacob 
Hufty,  Bicbird  M.  Jahaton,  Walter  Jonea,  Thomu 
Kenaa,  William  Kennedy,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle, 
Aleiandec  McKim,  William  McKinley,  John  Mont- 
gomery, niehola*  R.Mi>ore,  Jeremith  Morrow,  Thom- 
U  Newbold,  Joba  Nichobon,  John  Res  of  PenmylTa- 
nia,  John  Rhea  of  Tennesaae,  Matthiaa  Richarda,  Sam- 
Del  Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Eboneier  Sage,  Tbomaa 
Bammoni,  John  A.  Bcudder,  Ebenezer  Beaver,  Hatnuel 
Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie.  Beai^e  Smith, 
Henry  Soathard,  John  Thompaon,  Charte*  Tamer,  jr., 
Robert  WeaUey,  Robert  WhitebiU,  Richard  Winn, 
Boberl  Witherapoon,  aad  Robert  Wnght-^SS. 

Niia — loaeph  Allen,  Exekjel  Bacnn,  Burwetl  Baa- 
aett,  Witliam  W.  Bibb,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Daniel  Blaia- 
dall,  William  A.  Burwell,  Williaia  Batler.  Jaba  Camp- 
ball,  John  C.  ChamberlaiD,  Wm.  Chamberlin,  Epaph- 
toditua  ChaDpion,  HaJtin  Chitlendmi,  John  Mvea- 
wrt,  jnnioT,  Jainea  Emott,  Jonathan  Ftih,  Meahack 
Fiaoklin,  Daaid  8.  Oariand,  Charlea  Qoldaboroe^ 
Peteraon  Goodwyn,  Thomaa  B.  Gold.  William  Hale, 
Nathaniel  A.  HaTen,  Jonathan  H.Hiihbard,Ebeneur 
Huiitington,  Richard  Jackaon,  jun.,  Robert  Jenkina, 
Philip  B.  Key,  Herman  Knickerbackei,  Joaeph  Lewia, 
jun.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Liibgitoii,  Nathuiiel  Macon, 
Vincent  Malthewa,  Samuel  McEee,  WUliim  Milnor, 
Bimuel  L.  Milchill,  Jonathan  0.  Moaeley,  Thomaa 
Newton,  Joaeph  Fearaon,  Benjamin  Piekman,  jnoior, 
Timolhr  Pilkm,  jun.,  Eliiha  H.  Potter,  Lemuel  Saw- 
yer, Adam  Bejbert,  Daniel  BheiTt^,  Samael  Smith, 
Kchard  Stanford,  Jemea  Blephenion,  Lewia  B.  Siur- 
gea,  Jacob  Swoope,  Benjamin  Talloudge,  Uri  Tracy, 
George  M.  Tronp,  NIcholaa  Van  Dyke,  Killian  K.  Van 
Renaaelaer,  and  Laban  Wheaton — 6B. 

8o  the  deci«ioD  of  the  Speaker  was  reversed  ; 
Mr,  ftcmcT'a  obserTatioos  were  declared  to  be 
ia  Older;  and  he  proceeded. 

I  rejoice,  Mr.  Speaker,  at  ibe  teanU  of  ibii  a|>- 

Seal.  No!  Irom  any  peFEonal  coosideration,  but 
'om  the  reaped  paid  to  tbe  esseDtial  rights  of  the 
peopte,  it)  oae  of  their  Reprsen  la  lives.  When  1 
«>oke  of  a  aenaraiion  of  tbe  States  as  lesulliog 
from  tbe  TJolalion  of  the  CaostituIioD,  contem- 

Slaled  ia  this  bill,  t  apoke  of  it  as  of  a  necessity, 
eeply  to  be  deprecnied;  but  as  resultieg  from 
causes  so  certain  ntid  obvious,  as  to  be  absolutely 
inevitable  when  the  effect  of  the  principle  is  prac- 
tically experienced.  It  ia  to  preserTt,  to  yuard 
the  Constitutioa  of  tny  country,  that  I  denounce 
this  aiiempL  J  would  rouse  the  attention  of  gen- 
tlemen from  the  apathy,  with  which  they  seem 
beset.  These  obaetrations  are  not  made  ia  a 
corner;  there  is  do  low  intrigue ;  Dosecreimacb- 
■OBiiaQs.  I  am  on  the  people's  own  ground— to 
them  1  appeal,  concerniag  iheir  own  rigbii,  their 


wn  liberties,  their  own  intfot  in  wiDpiDg  this 
Constitution.  The  voicel  haveuttered,  at  which 
eotlemen  startle  with  such  agitation,  ia  do  oik 
friendly  Toice.  I  inieoded  it  as  a  Toice  of  warn- 
.  if  this  bill 
...  wbetiter  it  be 
of  wisdom. 


in;.    By  liiis  jieople,  and  bj  the  evi 
passes,  I  am  willing,  to  be  judged.  i 


branches  of  this  National  Government, 
without  recurrence  to  ctAiventiona  of  the  peopl^ 
in  the  Blaiea,  or  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  Sutea, 
are  authorized  to  admit  new  partners  to  a  ahare 
of  tbe  political  power,  in  countries  out  of  the  ort- 
ginal  limits  of  the  United  Slates.  Now,  this  as- 
sumed principle  I  maintain  to  be  altogether  with- 
out any  sanciion  in  the  Consiiiuiion.  1  declare 
it  to  be  a  maoifest  and  atrocious  usurpation  <^ 

Sower:  of  a  nature,  dissolving,  according  to  un- 
eniable  principles  of  moral  law,  tbe  obligations 
of  our  national  compact ;  and  leading  to  all  the 
awful  cunsegoeocea  wbic!i  flow  from  such  a  slate 
of  thinga. 

Concerning  this  as»umed  principle,  which  is  the 
basis  of  this  bill,  this  is  tbe  general  position  on 
which  I  red  my  argument — that  if  the  auihorily. 
now  proposed  to  be  exercised,  lie  delegated  la  (he 
three  branches  of  Ibe  Government,  by  viitue  of 
the  ConHlituiioD,  it  results  either  from  its  general 
nature,  or  fron  its  parltcular  provisions.  1  shaU 
consider  distinctly  both  these  sources^  in  relation 
to  this  pretended  power. 

Touching  tbe  general  nature  of  ibe  iosrnimeiit 
called  the  ConMilulion  of  the  United  States  there 
is  no  obscurity— it  has  no  fabled  desceat,  like  the 
palladium  of  ancient  Troy,  from  the  heave aa.  lu 
origin  ts  not  confused  by  the  misu  of  time,  or 
hidden  by  the  darkness  of  past,  unexplored  »gtm; 
it  is  the  fabric  of  our  day.  Some  now  living,  had 
a  share  in  in  construclino — all  of  ua  stood  by,  sod 
saw  tbe  rising  of  tbe  edifice.  There  caa  be  no 
donbl  about  its  nature.  It  isa  political  compact. 
By  whom  7  And  about  whatl  Tne  preamble 
to  the  instrntnent  will  answer  these  queaiiona: 
i  SlateB,ia 

imiDn,  tatsMiah  juatioa^  ii 

maatic  traoqiiiUity,  provide  fi>r  tba  commm  dpf<n»r<v 
promote  the  geoenl  waUaie,  and  aecuie  the  Uenings 
of  liberty  to  ouraetve*  and  our  poalecily,  do  ordain  and 
Bstabliib  this  Consdtutioii,  for  the  United  Statea  of 
America." 

It  is,  "  we,  the  people  of  tbe  United  Slater  for 
ourselves  and  our  posterity ;"  not  for  tbe  pecHile  of 
Louisiana;  nor  for  the  people  of  New  Orleans, 
or  of  Canada.  None  of  those  enter  into  the  scope 
of  the  insirument;  it  embracca  only  "the  United 
Stalesof  America."  Whothese  are,iimay seem 
strange,  in  this  place,  to  inquire.  But  truly,  air, 
our  imaginations  have,  of  late,  been  so  aeeuMomed 
to  wander  after  new  settlements  to  tbe  very  ead 
of  the  earth,  that  it  will  not  be  time  ill-spent  to 
inquire  what  this  phrase  means,  and  what  it  in- 
eludes.  These  are  not  terms  adopted  at  haiard; 
they  have  reference  to  a  slate  of  things  existing 
anterior  to  the  Coostiiution.  When  the  people 
of  Ibe  present  United  Biatea  b^an  to  contempUte 
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a  Mfcrance  from  their  Mfest  Sitle,  ll  wu«  loog 
time  before  ihey  fixed  deBoitelf  ibe  Dime  by 
wbicin  they  would  be  designaied.  In  1774,  ibe; 
ctlled  themaelTes  "  the  Coloniei  Rod  PtoTiocei 
ofNorih  America."  In  1778,  "  ihe  Reprneata- 
ttrn  of  the  United  Colonies  of  North  America." 
In  the  DeclaratioD  of  IndepeDdence,  "the  Repre- 
■eaitliTfs  of  the  United  Siatei  of  Americ*."  And 
finally,  in  the  Anictea  of  Canfed  era  lion,  the  style 
of  the  eonfederacy  is  declared  to  be  ''the  United 
States  of  America."  It  was  with  reference  lo 
the  old  articles  of  confedemiDn,  and  to  prexerre 
the  identity  and  established  individuality  of  (heir 
character,  that  ibe  preamble  to  this  Constitution, 
not  content,  simply,  with  declaring  that  it  is  "  we 
ihe  people  of  the  XJoiied  States,-'  who  eaiar  into 
this  compact,  adds  that  it  ia  for  ''ibe  United 
States  of  America."  ConeerniBfi  the  territory 
contemplated  by  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
in  these  general  terms,  there  can  be  no  dixpnte ; 
ii  is  settled  by  ibe  treaty  of  peace,  and  included 
wiihia  the  Atlantic  ocean,  and  St.  Croix,  the 
lake»j  and  more  precisely,  so  far  as  relates  to  the 
(Vontin,lieTiog  relation  to  the  present  argumenr, 
wiibin  ''a  line  to  be  drawn  ihrOQgh  the  middle 
'  of  the  river  Mississippi,  until  it  intersect  the  oorlh- 
'  ernmosl  part  of  the  thirty-first  degree  of  north 
<  latitude  to  the  river  Apalachicola,  tbence  along 
'  the  middle  of  this  rivet  to  its  junction  with  the 
'  Flint  river,  thence  straight  to  the  head  of  the  St. 
'  Mary's  river.and  thence  down  the  St.  Mary's  to 
'the  Atlantic  ocean." 

I  bate  been  thus  pariienUr  to  draw  the  minds 
of  gentlemeD,  distinctly,  to  the  meKning  of  the 
termi  used  in  the  preamble ;  to  ibe  extent  which 
"  the  United  States"  Iheo  iadnded  ;  and  to  the 
faet  that  neither  New  Orleans  nor  Louisiaoa 
were  wiihin  the  comprehension  of  the  terms  of 
Ihia  instrument.  It  is  soffictent  for  the  present 
branch  of  my-argument  lo  say,  that  there  is  noth- 
ing in  the  getieral  nature  of  this  compact  from 
which  the  power  eontemplated  to  he  exercised  in 
Ibis  bill  reaulta.  On  the  eontrarv,  as  ths  iairo- 
ductioD  of  a  new  associate  in  pirilucat  power  im- 
plies, necciMrily,  a  new  divialon  of  power,  and 
conseq^oent  dimlnalion  of  the  relative  proportion 
of  the  tarmet  proprietors  of  it;  there  c»n, certainly, 
be  Bothing  more  obvious,  iha a  that  from  the  gen- 
eral nature  of  the  instrument  no  power  can  result 
to  dioiiniah  and.give  away  to  strangers  any  pro- 
pgrtion  of  (be  ri|[hts  of  the  origioal  partners.  If 
such  apower  exiai,  it  must  befouad,  then,  in  the 
particular  provisions  in  the  Coosiiiulion.  The 
queaiioQ  now  arising  is,  in  which  of  thei<e  provi- 
stont  is  given  the  power  to  admit  new  States,  to 
be  created  in  lerritaries,  beyond  the  limits  of  ihe 
old  United  Stales,  if  it  exisi  anywhere,  it  is 
eiibet  in  the  third  seciioo  of  the  fourth  article  of 
the  Coimitiition,  or  in  the  Ireatpntaking  power. 
If  it  result  from  neither  of  ihese,  it  it  not  pretended 
to  be  found  anywhere  else. 

That  part  of  the  third  section  of  the  fonrth  ai^ 
tide,  on  which  the  advoeaiea  of  this  bill  rely,  is  the 
followiog :"  New  States  may  be  aiknitled,  by  Ibe 
'Congress,  into  this  Union;  but  do  new  Slates 
'  shall  be  fonned  er  erected  withis  iha  jiuijdic- 


'lion  of  any  other  Stale,  ner  any  Slate  be  formed 
'  by  Ihejunctionof  twoor  more  States,  or  parts  of 
'  Stales,  witluiut  the  consent  of  the  L^islaiurcs  of 
'  the  Biatesconcerned,asneUas  of  the  Congress." 
—I  know,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  first  clause  of 
this  paragraph  has  been  rend,  with  all  the  super- 
ciliousoessof  a  gnmrnafiati's  triumph.  "Mew 
States  may  be  admitted,  by  the  Congresi,  into 
this  Union."  Accompanied  with  this  moct  con- 
sequential inquiry  i  ''  Is  not  this  a  new  Stale  to 
be  admitted?  Aodisnot  here  an  express  author- 
ity 1"  I  have  no  doubt  ihix  is  a  full  and  salisfac- 
lory  argument  to  every  one,  who  is  content  with 
the  mere  colors  and  superficies  of  things.  And  if 
we  were  now  at  the  bar  of  some  stall-fed  justice, 
the  inquiry  would  insure  victory  lo  the  maker  of 
it,  to  the  manifest- delight  of  (he  constables  and 
suitors  of  bis  court.  But,  sir,  we  are  now  before 
the  trtbunal  of  the  whole  American  people;  rea- 
soning concern  inv  their  liberties,  their  rights,  ibeit 
Consiitutu>»>  These  are  noi  tube  made  the  vic- 
tims of  the  inevitable  obscurity  of  general  terms; 
nor  the  epori  of  verbal  criticism.  The  queaiion 
is  concerning  the  intent  of  the  American  people, 
the  proprietors  of  the  old  United  Slates,  wbeu 
ibey  agreed  lo  this  article.  Dtctiooartes  and 
spelling  bookit  are,  here,  of  no  auihority.  Neither 
Johnson  nor  Walter,  nor  Websier  nor  Dilworth, 
has  any  voice  in  this  matter.  Sir,  the  question 
concerns  the  proportion  of  power,  reserved  by  this 
Constitution,  to  every  Stale  in  (he  Union.  Have 
the  three  branches  uf  ihis  Qoveinmeni  a  right, 
at  will,  to  weaken  and  ontweigh  the  influence,  re- 
spectively secured  to  each  StAte,  in  this  compact, 
by  introducing,  at  pleasure,  new  partners,  siluaie 
beyond  the  old  limits  of  the  United  States  7  The 
question  has  not  relaii.on  merely  to  New  Orleaiu. 
The  great  objeeijon  is  lo  the  principle  of  the  bill. 
If  Ihis  bill  be  admitted,  the  whole  space  of  Lou- 
isiana, greater,  it  is  said,  than  the  entire  extent  of 
the  old  United  Suies,  will  be  a  mighty  theatre, 
in  which  this  Government  assfimeii  ihe  rlf^ht  of 
exercising  ihis  unparalleled  power.  And  iiwil)  b«  ; 
there  i)  no  concealment,  it  is  intended  to  be,  exer- 
cised. Nor  will  it  Slop,  until  the  very  name  and 
nature  of  the  old  parlnerp  be  overwhelmed  by  new 
comers  Into  the  Confederacy.  Sir,  the  quealioa 
goes  to  (he  very  toot  of  the  power  and  iofiuenee 
of  the  present  members  of  this  Union.  The  real 
inreniof  this  article  is,  therefore,  an  inijuiry  of 
most  serious  import ;  and  ia  to  be  ECitled  only  by 
a  recnrrence  to  the  known  history  and  known  re- 
lations of  this  people  end  (heir  Constitution. 
These,  I  maioiain,  support  this  position :  that  the 
terms  "new  Slates,"  lo  thisarlicle,  do  intend  new 
political  sovereignties,  to  be  formed  within  the 
original  limits  of  ibe  United  Stales  ;  and  do  not 
intend  new  political  sovereignties  with  leititorial 
annexations,  to  he  erected,  without  the  original 
limits  of  Ibe  United  States.  1  undertake  to  sup- 
port bulh  biaoehea  of  this  position  to  the  aatifac- 
lion  of  the  people  of  these  United  States.  At  to 
any  expectation  of  coaviciion  onihisfloqr  I  know 
Ihe  nature  of  ihe  ground ;  and  how  hopeless  any 
aigumeais  are,  which  thwart  a  concerted  course 
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I  Hear,  in  (be  Srst  ptaev,  to  the  eriJmee  of 
history.  This  furnishes  ihe  following  tfading 
fact:  thii  before,  aad  at  the  lime  DfiheadopiioD 
of  ihiiConstitDtioD,  ihe  creBiion  of  new  pohtical 
•OTereifoiles  within  the  limiii  of  the  old  United 
Stales  was  contemplaied.  AmonK  the  recorda  of 
the  old  CoDgrets  will  be  found  a  remlutioa,  paM- 
eJ  ks  long  ago  as  the  10th  day  of  October.  1780. 
coDtetn plating  the  cession  of  uoappropriited 
IkdiIs  to  the  UnitedStaIe>,ice>inpaaiedby  apro- 
Tision  that.  "  ibcf  ahall  be  disposed  of  for  Ihe 
'common  beoFfit  of  the  Untied  Slates,  and  be 
'settled  aad  fonned  into  distinei  Repoblicao 
'  Bialei,  which  shaJl  become  membersof  the  Fed- 
'  eral  Unitin,  and  have  tbe  same  rights  of  sover- 
'  eignlf,  freedom,  and  independence,  as  the  other 
■  States."  Afterward,  on  the  7th  of  Jaly,  1786, 
ibe  subjest  of  "  laying  oot  a«d  fonniDg  into 
Slaiea"  the  eonnirr  lying  northwest  of  the  river 
Ohio,  cane  vnder  Ihe  eomideraiion  of  the  aarae 
body  I  and  another  resolaiion  was  passed  recom- 
mending  to  tbe  Legislatore  of  Tii^inia  to  revise 
their  act  of  cession,  so  as  to  permit*  more  eligi- 
Ue  divisiot)  of  that  ponton  of  territory  deriTed 
from  her ;  "  which  States,"  it  proceeds  to  declare. 
"  shall  hereafter  beeone  members  of  the  Federal 
'Union,  and  hare  the  same  right*  of  iiovereigniy, 
'freedom,  and  independence,  as  the  original 
*  States,  in  conformity  with  the  resolmlon  of 
'  Congress  of  the  lOlh  of  October,  1780."  All 
tbe  Territories,  to  which  these  resolutions  had 
refeTCDce,  were  ondeniably  withia  the  incieot 
limjts  of  tbe  Dnited  SibIsi. 

Here,  then,  is  a  leading;  fact,  that  the  article 
in  Ihe  Constitution  bad  a  condition  of  things,  no- 
toHoas  Bt  the  time  when  it  was  adopted,  tipon 
which  it  was  to  act,  Bnd  to  meet  the  exigency 
Teaulting  from  which,  such  an  article  was  requis- 
ite. That  into  say;  new  Slates,  within  the  lim- 
its of  the  United  States,  were  contemplated  at 
the  lime  when  the  fanndaiions  of  the  Constitu- 
tion were  laid.  But  we  hare  another  authority 
upon  this  ptilnt,  which  is,  in  truth,  a  cotempora- 
neons  exposition  of  thJR  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. I  ailnde  to  the  resolation,  passed  on  the 
5d  of  Jnly,  1788,  in  the  words  following: , 

"  Wheieaa  appUcaliiui  baa  bean  lately  made  to  Con- 
■less  b;  the  LegisUtuto  of  Tiiginia,  and  the  district 
of  Kantacky,  for  the  admiuton  of  the  mid  diatrict  into 
the  Federal  Union,  as  a  seporatfi  member  thereoi;  on 
the  tornu  contained  in  the  ads  of  the  saiJ  Irfigiiiiture, 
and  in  Ibe  reaolotione  of  the  said  district,  relatiie  to 
the  premiaea.  And  whereas  Congreai,  having  fully 
considered  the  labJBet,  did,  on  the  third  dav  of  Jun 
last,  reulve  that  it  is  eipedinnt  that  Ihe  said  distrii 
be  erected  into  a  aorereigii  and  independent  Stale 
and  a  separata  member  of  the  Federal  Union  ;  and  ap- 
pointed ■  oommiltee  to  report  and  aet  aceon)iag:Iy, 
which  eomtnittee,  on  the  aaoomd  inatant,  nas  discharg- 
ed, it  appaaring  famine  States  had  adt^tpd  the  Con- 
atimtion  of  tfaa  United  Statas^  lately  (vbmitMd  to  con- 
ventiona  of  the  peoplo.  And  wheraas  a  new  Coafcd- 
ecBoy  is  Ibnned  aiiiMif  the  racing  Statea,  and  there 
b  reason  to  believe  that  the  Sule  of  Virginia,  indud- 
ing  iIm  said  diatrict,  did,  on  the  SSib  of  June  last,  be- 
eone a  manber  of  the  aaid  Cofflledeiaqt :   And  where- 


aa  aet  of  Oongreis,  in  the  present  state  of  the  gat- 
Dtaeot  of  tbe  coontty.  severing  a  pert  of  the  aail 
State  from  the  athar  parte  tkeieof^  and  a^BilliBg 
into  the  Confederacy,  formed  by  the  artidaa  of  Ca^ 
federation  and  perpeWal  union,  aa  an  bid^eaideBt 
member  thereof,  may  be  attended  with  man;  inconve- 
niences, white  it  can  have  no  efkcl  to  make  the  said 
diatrict  a  separate  member  of  the  Federal  Unieo, 
formed  by  tbe  adoption  of  the  said  Conetitntion,  and 
therefore  it  mnil  be  manifest];  improoar  £ir  Congrta 
aaaembled,  under  the  article*  of  Confederation,  lo  adopt 
any  other  meaaures  relative  to  the  premises  than  those 
which  expreas  their  sense,  (hat  the  aaid  diatrict  aogtit 
an  independent  meBiber  of  tbe  Union,  aa  aoon  as 
mstancea  abaU  permit  proper  meoaniea  te  be 
adopted  far  that  purpose, 


„ relative  la  the  ii      , 

Kentucky,  be  tranamitted  to  the  LegiilatDre  of  Vi^ 
nia,  and  also  to  Samuel  Hd>ewell,  Eaq.,  late  fan- 
dent  of  the  aaid  Convention  ;  and  that  the  >ud  I«gB- 
latnie,  and  the  iohabitania  of  the  aaid  diatriet  aAm- 
said,  be  informed  that,  as  the  Conatitntion  of  Iba 
United  Btates  ia  now  ratified,  CongrM*  think  it  unad- 
visabls  to  adopt  any  fiirther  meaaurea,  for  admiiring 
tbe  district  of  Kentucky  into  the  Federal  Union,  as  an 
independent  member  thereof,  under  the  ulicleaaf  Ceo- 
biderBtion  and  perpetual  union;  but  that  Congress 
thinking  it  expedient  that  tbe  said  district  be  made  • 
aepaiate  State  and  member  of  the  Uniao,  aa  aoma 
after  proceedingi  riiall  commence  under  the  and  Uon- 
stituUon  aa  circnmatancesafaall  permit,  recommend  it 
to  the  said  Legtatatore,  and  to  tbe  inhabitanta  of  the 
aaid  district,  so  to  alter  their  acta,  and  molutuma, 
relative  to  the  premises,  as  (o  render  them  oonlbnnab]* 
to  the  pmniaoiM  made  in  the  said  Constitlitiaii,  to  the 
and  diat  no  impediment  may  be  in  the  wwy  of  the 
apeedy  acoomplishBent  af  this  inpoMsnt  bnaiaese." 

In  this  resolution  of  the  old  Coogress,  it  is  ex* 
pretsly  declared,  that  the  Constitution  of  tbe 
United  Stales  having  been  adopted  by  BiQe 
States,  an  act  of  the  old  Congress  coold  have  nft 
effect  tu  make  Kentucky  a  separaie  member  of 
the  Union,  and  that,  alibonoh  they  thought  it  ex- 
pedient thai  it  ahonld  so  b«  admitted,  yet  that 
this  oould  only  be  done  ottder  the  proTisiona  made 
Id  llie  new  constilulioa.  U  is  imponible  to  have 
a  more  direct  coatemporaaeonseTiileitce  ibai  tbe 
case  CO  Diem  plated  in  this  artiole  was  that  of  the 
Terriloriea  within  the  limits  of  tbe  United  State*; 
ret  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Macon,)  for  whose  integrity  and  independence  I 
have  very^reai  reaped,  told  as  the  other  day, 
that  "if  this  article  had  not  terrilories  withoat 
'  the  limits  of  the  otd  United  States  to  act  upon, 
'  it  would  be  wholly  without  meaning.  Becanie 
'  Ibe  ordiaanae  of  the  old  Congress  had  aeouted 
'  the  right  to  the  Btates  within  the  old  United 
'States,  and  m  provision  for  that  object,  in  the 
'  new  coDBtitution,  wa*  wholly  nnnecesanry." 
Now,  1  will  appeal  to  the  genileman'a  own  can- 
dor, if  the  very  reverse  of  the  conclusion  he 
draws  is  net  tbe  true  one,  after  he  baa  considered 
Ihe  following  (act :  That,  by  this  ordinance  of 
Ihe  old  Congress,  it  was  declared,  that  the  bos nd- 
■ries  of  the  contemplated  States,  and  the  terms 
of  tbeir  admission,  should  he,  in  certain  particu- 
lars, apecifled  in  the  ordiBanee,  sn^aet  to  tbe  con- 
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tTol  of  Conmss.  Now,  ms  by  the  new  constitn- 
tioD  the  otaCoQgresswKs  about  lobe  aaaihilsted, 
it  was absolutelf  aecesxary  for  ibe  rery  falRImeoi 
of  ibis  ortiiaaEice,  that  the  Dew  constiiatioii  shoald 
bare  this  power  for  the  admission  of  new  Slates 
within  the  ancieat  limits,  so  that  tbe  ordioanee 
of  ibe  old  Congress,  far  from  sbowinz  ibe  inu- 
tiliEy  of  such  a  profiaion  for  tbe  Tei'riloriet 
within  the  ancient  limits,  expressly  pro7es  the 
reverse,  and  is  an  evidence  of  its  aeceasitj  to  ef- 
fect the  o1)ject  of  tbe  ordinance  itself. 

I  tbiok  Inere  can  be  no  oiore'  satisfactory  evi- 
dence addneed  or  reqaired  of  ihe6rEipart  of  tbe 
position,  thai  tbe  terms  "  new  States"  did  intend 
new  political  soveretgatirs  within  tbe  limits  of 
ibe  old  United  States.  For  it  is  here  shown, 
that  ihe  creation  of  sach  States,  wEtbin  the  teril- 
torial  limits  fired  by  ibe  treaty  of  1783,  had  been 
contemplated  i  that  the  old  Congress  itself  ei- 
pressly  asserts  that  the  new  ConstilutiOQ  gave 
the  power  for  that  objeci;  that  the  nature  of  the 
old  ordinance  required  sucb  a  power,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying'  fta  provisions  into  efiecC,  and 
that  it  has  been,  from  ihe  time  of  the  adoption  of 
tbe  Federal  Constitution,  aaco  this  hour,  applied 
exclusively  to  tbe  ndraissioa  of  States,  within 
the  limits  of  the  old  Doited  Slates,  and  was  never 
attempted  to  be  eliended  to  any  other  objeci. 

Now,  having  shown  «  purpose,  at  Ihe  time  of 
the  idoptioD  of  ibe  Constitution  of  the  United 
Slates,  sufficient  to  occupy  the  whole  scope  of 
tbe  terms  of  tbe  article,  ooght  not  tbe  evidence 
be  very  strong  to  satisfy  tbe  mind,  thai  the  terms 
really  intended  something  else,  besides  this  obvi- 
ous purpose ;  that  it  may  be  fairly  extended  to 
tbe  entire  circle  of  the  globe,  wherever  title  can 
be  obtained  by  purchase,  or  conquest, a-nd  the  new 
parmers  in  the  political  power  may  be  admitted 
at  ihe  mere  discretion  of  this  Legislature,  any 
where  that  it  wills.  A  principle  ibns  monstrous 
is  asserted  in  this  bill. 

But  1  think  it  may  be  made  satisfactorilv 
appear  not  only  that  the  terms  "new  States" 
this  article  did  mean  jwlitieal  lovereignlies  to  be 
formed  within  tbe  original  limits  of  ihe  United 
States,  BE  has  iuit  been  sbown,  but,  also,  nega- 
tively^ ihai  it  did  not  intend  new  polilieal  sove- 
reiKuties,  with  territorial  anneiation^  to  be  orea- 
tea  without  those  original  timfls.  This  appears 
first  from  the  very  tenor  of  the  article.  All  iw 
limiiatioQs  have  respect  to  the  creation  of  States, 
within  the  original  limits.  Two  States  shall  not 
be  joined  j  no  new  Slate  sbatl  be  erected,  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  any  other  Slate,  without  the 
consent  of  the  L^islataTes  of  the  States  co 
ed  as  well  as  of  Congress.  Now,  bad  foreiL 
ri lories  been  cotnemplated,  bad  the  new  habfts, 
customs,  manners,  and  language  of  other  na  ' 
been  in  the  idea  of  tbe  framers  of  this  Consuiu- 
lion,  would  Dot  some  limitation  haVe  been  devi- 
sed, to  guard  against  ihe  abuse  of  a  power,  in  its 
nature  so  encrmous,  slid  so  obviously,  when  it 
occurred,  calculated  to  eiciie  just  jealousy  amoog 
the  States,  whose  relative  weight  wonld  be 


11  the  rights  of  Ihe  counlryl  The  want  of  all 
imilaiion  of  such  power  would  be  a  sitoog  evi- 
dence, were  others  wanting,  ihai  ihe  powers,  now 
about  to  be  exercised,  never  entered  into  the  im- 


powerfnl  argument  against  the  extension  of 
ibis  article  to  embrace  the  rigbt  to  create  8lale* 
wiihotil  the  original  limits  of  the  United  States, 
dedncible  from  the  ntter  silence  of  all  debala  at 
the  period  of  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Consii- 
loiion,  lonehing  the  power  here  proposed  lobe 
usurped.  ]f  ever  there  was  a  time,  in  which  the 
ingenuity  of  ifae  greatest  men  of  an  age  was  taxed 
[0  find  ergumenli  in  favor  of  and  ag[ainst  any  po- 
litical meaiure,  it  was  at  ihe  lime  ot  tbe  adopilon 
of  this  Constitution.  All  the  faculiies  of  Ibe  hu- 
man mind  were,  on  the  one  side  and  ibe  olheT, 
put  Qpon  their  utmost  sireicb,  to  find  the  real  and 
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mala  Of  foreigners  into  their  Cooiittls,  and  tnio 


of  this  bill  to  point  out,  in  all  ihe  debates  of 
that  period,  in  anyone  poblication,  in  anyone 
newspaper  of  those  times,  a  single  inilmaiion,  bf 
friend  ot  foe  to  the  Conslirution.  approving  ot 
censuring  it  for  contaioiDg  the  power,  here  pro- 
posed to  be  usurped,  or  a  single  suggestion  that 
II  might  be  eziended  to  such  an  oiiject,a9  it  now 
proposed.  I  do  not  say  that  no  such  suggestion 
was  ever  made.  But  this  1  will  say,  thai  Ido not 
believe  there  is  snch  an  one  anywhere  to  be 
found.  Certain  I  am,  I  have  never  been  abh  to 
meet  the  shadow  of  sucb  a  snggesiion,  and  1  have 
made  no  iocDoaidetabte  research  upon  the  pilint. 
Sncbmay  exist — boiuolil  it  be  produced,  we  have 
a  right  to  reason  as  though  it  had  no  existence. 
No  sir.  The  people  of  this  country  at  that  day 
bad  no  idea  of  ihe  lerritorial  avidiiy  of  ihelr  suc- 
cessors. It  was,  on  the  eonirary,  an  argument, 
urged  against  the  avccesa  ol  tae  project,  that 
the  territory  was  too  extensive  for  a  Republicaa 
form  of  QoTerament.  But,  now  there  is  no 
limits  io  our  ambitions  hopes.  We  are  about  lo 
cross  tbe  Minissippi.  The  Miasoori  and  Red 
river  are  but  roads,  on  which  onr  imaginetion 
travels  to  new  lands  and  new  Slates  to  be  raised 
and  admitted  (under  the  power,  now  first  usurp- 
ed) into  this  Union,  amoag  undiscovered  landa, 
in  ibe  west.  But  it  has  been  sug^eaied  that  tbe 
ConTenfion  had  Canada  in  view,  in  Ibis  arti- 
cle, and  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  told 
this  House,  that  a  member  of  the  Convention,  as 
I  understood  bin),  either  now,  or  lately  a  member 
of  ibe  Senate,  informed  him  that  the  article  had 
that  reference.  Sir,  1  have  no  donbt,  the  genile- 
man  from  North  Carolina  has  bad  a  communi- 
eatioaEUcbas  he  in li males.  But,  for  myscif,  1 
have  no  sorlof  lailhin  these  convenient  recollec- 
tions, suited  lo  serve  a  turn,  to  furnish  an  apology 
for  a  parly,  or  give  color  lo  a  project.  I  do  not 
deny,  on  tbe  contrary  1  believe  it  very  probably 
that  among  the  eouisings  of  some  discursive  and 
cniring  fancy,  such  thoughts  might  be  started  ■, 
but  thatiiQut  ibeqnesiion.  Was ihi' an  avowed 
object  in  the  Convention  when  it  formed  this  ar- 
ticle f    pid  it  eater  into  the  conception  of  the 
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peopla  when  ti*  principlet  wer«  disi 
II  did  Dol,.it  could  doL    Th«  t 


liscauedV  Si 
■■  Tcry  intentioa 
..  luld  have  been  >  dltgraca  both  to  thli  people 
and  ibe  CptiTeDiion.  What,  sir !  Sliall  it  be  la- 
limaled ;  sball  ii  for  a  monieDt  be  admiiied,  tbat 
ibfl  DoblesE  and  puresi  band  of  patriots,  thia,  or 
may  oiber  couotry,  ctct  could  boast,  were  enga- 
ged in  machiDBUD^  meani  for  ibe  dismeiDber- 
ment  of  Ibe  territories  of  a  Power  to  whicb  tber 
bad  pledged  frieodsbip,  and  tiie  obserTinee  of  all 
the  obligatioDi  i^hicb  grow  out  of  a  striei  and 

Effect  Bmiiyl  Tbe  honor  of  our  country  for- 
ds and  disdaint  such  a  •uggetiion. 

But  there  is  an  argument  stronger,  even  than 
all  those  which  bare  been  produced,  (o  be  dravrn 
from  the  nature  of  the  power  bere  proposed  to  be 
ezercited.  Is  it  possible,  that  such  a  power,  if  i 
bad  beeB  intended  to  be  given,  by  the  peopli, 
ahould  be  leh  dependeal  npon  the  effisct  of  gene- 
lal  expressioDs;  and  such  too,  as  were  obviously 
applicable  to  anolber  itibject ;  to  a  particular  exi- 
gene f  contemplated  at  tbe  time?  Sir,  what  is 
(his  power,  we  propose  now  to  usurp 7  Nothing 
less  than  a  power,  chaoglag  all  tbe  proportion  of 
tbe  weight  and  influence,  possessed  by  the  pa- 
tent sovereignties  compoiing  this  Union.  A 
stranger  is  to  be  Introduced  to  an  equal  share, 
without  their  consenL  Upon  a  principle,  pre- 
tended to  be  deduced  fiom  the  CoDsiiiuiion — 
this  Oovernment,  after  this  bill  posses,  may  and 
will  niuUiply  foreign  partners  in  power,  at  its 
«WB  nieie  motion  ;  at  its  irresponsible  pleasure; 
in  other  words,  as  local  interests,  party  passions, 
or  ambitious  views  may  suggest.  It  is  a  power, 
tbat,  from  its  nature,  never  could  be  delegated  ; 
never  was  delegated ;  and  as  it  breaks  down  all 
the  proportions  of  power  guarauiied  bv  ihe  Con- 
stituiioo,  lo  Ibe  States,  upon  which  tbeir  essen- 
lial  security  depends,  utterly  annihilaies  the  mor- 
al force  of  tbis  political  contract.  Would  this 
people,  so  wisely  vigilant  concerning  their  rights, 
nave  transferred  (o  Congress  a  power  lo  balance, 
Ml  its  will,  the  political  weight  of  any  one  State, 
much  more  of  all  the  Stales,  by  aathoriziog  it -to 
create  new  States  at  its  pleasure.  In  foreign  coun- 
tries, not  pretended  to  be  within  the  scope  of  Ihe 
CoDstitucion  or  (he  conceptioa  of  tbe  people,  at 
tbe  lime  of  passing  it  7 

This  is  not  so  much  a  question  concerning  the 
exercise  of  sovereignty,  as  it  is  who  shall  be  sov' 
ereign.  Whether  tbe  proprietors  of  the  good  old 
United  Stales  shall  manage  their  own  sflairs  in 
iheir  own  way;  or  whether  they,  and  their-Coo- 
aiitution,  and  their  political  rights,  shall  be  iramp- 
leJ  under  foot  by  foreigners  introduced  through 
a  breach  gf  the  Consiiiutipn.  The  proportion  of 
the  political  weight  of  each  sovereign  State,  con- 
sUtuiiog  Ibis  Union,  depends  upon  the  number  of 
tbe  States  which  have  ■  voice  under  tbe  com- 
pact. This  number  the  Coostitulion  permits  ni 
to  multiply  at  pleasure,  within  ihe  limits  of  tbe 
original  Uailed  States;  observing  only  the  ex- 
pressed limiistions  in  the  Constitution.  But  when 
u  order  to  increase  your  pawec  of  augmealing 
this  numbar  you  pass  the  old  limits,  you  are  guilty 
of  a  violation  of  the  Constiluiion,  to  a  fundamen  I 


tal  point ;  and  in  one  also,  wMch  is  totally  iacMn- 
sisienl  with  the  intent  of  (he  contract,  and  (ha 
safety  of  the  Slates,  which  established  the  asso- 
ciation. What  is  the  practical  difference  lo  th« 
old  partners,  whether  iney  hold  their  liberties  at 
tbe  will  ofa  maiter,  or  wheiber,  by  admiitine 
exterior  States  on  an  equal  footing  with  ihe  ori- 
ginal Slates,  arbiters  are  eoostiluted,  who  by 
availing  themselves  of  ihe  contrariety  of  inieresti 
and  views,  which  in  sucha  confederacy  necessarilf 
will  arise,  hold  the  balance  amoDg  tbe  parties, 
which  exist  and  govern  us,  by  throwing  ihem- 
selves  into  the  scale  moat  conformable  to  their 
purposesl  lo  both  cases  there  is  an  effective  des- 
potism. But  the  last  is  the  more  galling,  as  we 
carry  the  chain  in  tbe  name  and  gait  of  ireemea. 
I  have  thus  shown,  and  whether  fairly,  I  am 
willing  10  he  judged  by  Uie  sound  discretion  of 
the  Americau  people,  (hat  the  power,  proposed 
to  be  uiurped,  in  this  bill,  results  neither  from 
the  general  nature,  nor  the  particular  provitiooa, 
of  (he  Federal  Constitution ;  and  that  i(  is  a  pal- 
pable  violation  of  it  in  a  fundamental  point; 
whence  flow  aU  the  consequences  I  bare  inti- 

BuL  says  the  gendeman  from  Tennessee  (Mr. 
RsBi)  "  these  people  have  been  seven  yearn  citi- 
of  the  United  States."    I  deny  it.    Sit— aa 


ciiixens  of  New  Orleans,  or  of  Loaisiana,  they 
'  IV*  been,  and  bv  the  mode  proposed  ihey 
ill  be, citizens  oHbe  United  Siatea.    Tbey 


gilt  upon  us  for  the  tnument,  but  no 
real  cemea(  can  grow  from  such  an  associaiioa. 
What  tbe  real  situation  of  the  inhabitants  of  ihose 
foreign  countries  is,  I  shall  have  occasion  to  show 

4.    Bui,  says  the  same  gentleman,  ''Ifl 
rm  have  not  I  a  tight  to  purchase  aoo* 
(her  farm  in  my  neighborhood,  and  settle  my 
IS  upon  it,  and  iu  (ime  admit  (hem  to  a  shara, 
the  management  of  my  household?*    Donht- 
■a,  sir.    But  are  these  cases  parallel?    Are  lb* 
three  braachesof  this  Government  owners  of  this 
farm  called  the  United  Stales  7    I  desire  to  thank 
Heaven,  ihey  are  noL    I  bold  my  life,  liberty, 
and  property,  and  the  people  of  ihe  State,  from 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  a  Repreaentaiive, 
hold  theirs,  by  a  better  tenure  than  any  tbis  Na- 
lional  Governnient  can  give.     Sir,  I  know  yoot 
virtue.    And  I  ihaok  the  Qreai  Giver  of  every 
good  gift,  thai  neither  the  gendeman  from  Ten- 
nessee, .nor  his  comrades,  nor  any,  nor  all  (he 
members  of  this  House,  nor  of  the  other  branch 
of  the  Legislature,  nor  the  good  geotlemsn  who 
o  the  palace  yonder,  nor  all  combined,  can 
these  my  essential  righia  and  those  of  my 
friends  and  constituents,  except  ia  a  limited  and 
prescribed  form.    No,  sir.    We  hold  Ihese  by  the 
laws,  customs,  and  principles  of  the   Comoion- 
wealth  of  Massachusetts.  Behind  her  ample  shield 
find  refuge,  and  feel  safety.    Ibeg  gentlemea 
to  aci  upoB  tbe  principle  that  the  Commoa- 
wealih  of  Massachuse[(s  is  their  farm. 

lut,  the  gentleman  adds,  "  what  tball  we  do, 

'e  do  not  admit  the  people  of  Louisiana  inio 

our. Union — our  children  are  setiliog  (ba(  coun- 

iry ."    Sir,  ii  is  no  concern  of  mine  what  he  doe& 
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Becaosr  bis  children  hare  tdd  wild  iDdancorered 
into  the  woods,  is  that  a  reason  for  him  to  hrrak 
into  my  bous«,  or  the  Jiodtcs  of  mf  friends,  to 
filch  ODr  children's  clothes,  in  order  to  cover  hl» 
children's  Dakednen 7  This  CoDstltntion  acTer 
was,  Bird  Dever  can  be  strained  lo  lap  orer  all  the 
witderaesa  of  the  We»t,  wiihont  esseolially  afleci- 
ing  both  the  ri^bia  and  eonrenience  of  its  ml 
proprietora.  It  was  never  eooslruoted  lo  form> 
covering  for  the  inbabilanls  of  ihe  Miasoori^  and 
the  Red  River  couniry.  And  whenever  it  is  at- 
tempted lobe  stretched  over  the  tn,  it. wilt  lend 
aaaoder.  I  have  done  With  ibis  part  of  m^arga- 
ment.  It  retl*  upon  this  fundamental  pnociplp, 
that  the  proportion  of  poliiical  power, tubjeei  only 
to  the  ibternal  modifications  permitted  by  the 
Consiitoiion,  it  an  inalienable,  essential,  intan- 
gible right.  When  it  iatoocbed^  the  fabric  is  an- 
nifailaied.  For  on  the  preservation  orthete  pro- 
poriiooa  depend  oar  rig'hts  and  liberties. 

If  we  recar  to  the  known  relations  exisiiDg 
ainoDg  the  States,  al  the  time  of  the  adoption  oT 
this  C^siiiation,  thesamcconclusiso  will  result. 
The  various  interests,  habits,  man ners,  prejadicea, 
education,  situation,  and  views,  which  excited 
jealoQsies  and  aoxielies  in  the  breasts  of  some  of 
our  most  distinguiabed  citizens,  touchiog  the  re- 
mit of  the  proposed  Gonsiitation,  were  potent  ob- 
stacles toits  adoption.  The  immortal  leader  of 
oor  Revolution,  in  bis  letter  to  ihe  President  of 
the  old  Congress,  written  as  President  of  the  Coa- 
veotion  wh  ich  formed  this  compact,  thtfs  speaks 
on  this  subject :  "  It  is  at  all  timer  difficult  to 
'  draw  with  precision  the  tine  between  those 
'  rights  wtkich  muet  be  surrendered  and  tho.-e 
'  which  m»T  be  reserved ;  and  oa  the  pretenl  oc- 
'caiion,  this  diflSculiy  was  increased  by  a  diSer- 
'  ence  among  the  severs)  States  as  to  their  situa- 
'tioB,  extent,  habiti<,  and  pariicnlar  interests." 
The  debates  of  that  period  will  show  that  Ihe  el^ 
feet  of  the  slave  votes,  opon  the  political  influ- 
ence of  this  part  of  tbe  country,  and  the  anticipa- 
ted variation  of  the  weight  of  power  to  the  West, 
were  subjects  of  great  jeatoniy  to  some  of  the 
best  patriots  ia  the  Northern  and  Eastern  States. 
Suppose,  then,  thai  it  had  been  disliocily  fore- 
seen, that,  in  addition  to  Ihe  efiVct  of  this  weight, 
the  whole  popolaiion  of  a  world  beyond  the  Mi»- 
sissippi  was  to  be  brought  into  this  aoit  the  oibcr 
branco  of  the  Legislature,  to  form  oar  laws,  con- 
trol OUT  rights,  and  decide  our  desiioy.  Sir,  can 
it  be  pretended  that  the  pairlotsof  that  day  would 
for  one  moment  have  Listened  loitl  They  were 
not  madmen.  They  had  not  taken  degrees  at  the 
hospital  of  idioey.  They  knew  tbe  nature  of 
man  and  the  effect  of  his  combinations  in  politi- 
cal societies.  Tbey  knew  that  when  the  weight 
of  particnlar  see  tloos  of  a  confederacy  was  greatly 
nneqoal,  the  lesnliing  power  woald  be  abtfsed ; 
that  it  was  not  in  the  nature  of  man  to  exercise 
it  with  moderation.  Tbe  very  extravagance  of 
the  inieoded  nse  is  a  conclusive  evidence  against 
the  possibility  of  the  grant  of  snch  a  power,  as  is 
here  proposed.  Why,  sir,  I  have  already  heard 
ef  six  Siate^  and  some  say  there  Will  be  at  no 
gteat  distance  of  time,  more.    I  have  alw  tieard 


that  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  will  be  far  lo  the 
east  of  the  centre  of  tbe  contemplated  empire. 
If  the  bill  is  passed,  the  principle  Is  tecoenised. 
All  the  rest  are  mere  qnestions  of  eipeoiency. 
It  is  impossible  such  a  power  could  be  granted. 
It  was  not  for  these  men  that  our  fathers  foogbt. 
Il  was  not  for  them  ihis  Constiiation  was  adopt- 
ed. You  hare  no  authority  to  throw  ihe  rights 
and  liberties,  and  property  of  this  people,  into  a 
"  hole h- pot"  with  tbe  wild  men  on  the  Missouri, 
nor  with  the  mixed,  ihougb  more  respectable  race 
of  Anglo- Hi  span  o-Q  alio  Americans,  who  hask 
on  the  sandsj  in  ihe  mouib  of  the  Mississippi.  I 
make  no  objection  to  these  from  their  want  of 
moral  qualities  or  political  light.  The  inhabi- 
tants of  New  Orleans  are,  I  suppose,  like  those  of 
all  other  countries,  somegood.tome  bad,  some  in- 
dlBerent. 

As  then  the  power  in  this  bill  proposed  to  be 
usurped,  is  neither  to  be  drawn  from  the  general 
nature  of  ihe  instrument,  nor  from  the  clanse  just 
examined;  il  follows,  that  if  it  exist  anywhere,  it 
must  result  from  the  treaty-making  power.  This 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Rhea)  as- 
serts— but  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
(Mr.M*coii)denies;  and  veryjostly.  Forwhat 
a  monstrous  posiiion  is  ibis,  ihat  the  trealy-mak- 
lag  power  has  ihe'eompelency  tocbangetbe  fun- 
damental relations  of  the  Contiituiion  itself  I 
Thai  a  power  under  the  Consiiiuilon  should  have 
tbe  ahiljly  to  change  and  annihilate  the  insim- 
menl  from  which  ii  derives  alt  its  power — and 
if  the  treaty-making  poirer  can  introduce  new 
partners  to  tbe  political  rights  of  the  Stales,  there 
"00  tengtb,  however  extravagant,  or  inconsist- 
itwilh  Ibe  end,  to  which  itmaynol  be  wrested.' 
The  present  President  of  the  United  Slates, 
when  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Convention  for 
adopting  the  CoDstitotioa.  expressly  declares  that 
the  treaty-making  power  has  limiiaiions ;  and  he 
states  this  as  one,  ''ihai  it  cannot  alienale  atiy 
essential  right,"  Now,  is  not  here  an  essential 
right  to  be  ilieneled?  The  right  to  that  propor- 
'ion  of  political  power  which  (he  Consiitniion 
as  secured  to  every  Siaie,  modlSed  only  by  snch 
internal  Increase  of  Slates  as  the  existing  llmila 
of  the  Territories  al  the  time  of  ibe  adoption  of 
the  Constitution  pi^rmilled.  The  debates  of  thai 
period  chiefly  turned  upon  the  competency  of 
ihis  power  to  bargain  away  any  of  the  old  Slates. 
It  was  agreed,  at  that  time,  that  by  this  power  old 
Slates  within  the  ancient  limits  could  not  be  sold 
from  us.  And  I  maintain  that,  bv  it,  new  Stales 
without  tbeancieni  limits  cannot  be  saddled  upon 
us.  It  was  agreed,  at  that  lime,  that  the  treaty- 
making  power  "could  not  cut  ofl*  a  limb."  And 
1  maintain,  thai  neither  has  it  the  competency  to 
elap  a  hump  upon  our  shoulders.  The  fair  pro- 
portions devised  by  tbe  Constitution  are  in  both 
cases  msrred,  and  the  fate  and  felicity  of  the  po- 
liiieil  beinff,  in  material  parlieolars,  related  to  the 
essence  of  bis  constitution,  affected.  It  was  never 
pretended,' by  the  most  enthusiasiic  advocates  for 
the  eileni  of  the  irealy-makiog  power,  ihal  it  ex- 
ceeded that  of  the  King  of  Great  BriWin.  Yet,  I 
ask,  suppose  that  Monarehshooid  make  «  treaty, 
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stipulaiiog  (hat  HiDorer  or  HipdosUo  Ehould 
hmve  a  rigbi  orrepreseotation  on  the  floor  of  Pat- 
liameoc,  wouid  such  a  trvalf  he  bindingl  No, 
siri  not,  as  J  believe,  ifaHauke  orComaionH  and 
of  Lords  could  be  found  veoal  eDOugti  to  agree 
to  it.  But  aJtbougb  In  ibai  country  the  tbree 
branebc:!  of  its  Irgislaiare  ate  called  omnipotent, 
and  tbe  people  migbt  not  deem  themieWes  justi- 
fied ID  resistaoca,  yet  here  ibete  is  no  apology  of 
tbis  kind;  the  limits  of  our  power  are  distinctly 
marked;  aud  when  the  three  branchea  of  this 
Ooreromeut  usurp  upon  this  CoMtiiuUoo  in  par- 
ticulars vital  to  (he  ILberiies  of  this  people,  I  ho 
deed  is  at  their  peril. 

I  hare  done  with  the  Coaatitotional  argumeiiL 
Wheihet  I  have  been  able  to  coavlnce  any  mem' 
ber  of  this  House,  I  am  igaorant — I  bad  almoal 
■aid  indifferent.  But  this  I  will  not  say,  because 
lam,  indeed,  deeply  anxious  to  prevent  tbe  pas- 
aage  of  ihis  oill.  Of  tbis  I  am  certaio,  however, 
that  when  the  diiseDslon  of  tiiis  day  is  paued 
ftway,  when  party  apirit  shall  do  longer,  prevent 
tbe  people  of  the  United  State*  from  looking  at 
tbe  principle  astumed  ia  it,  independent  of  gross 
and  deceptive  attachments  and  antipathies,  tbat 
the  ground  here  defended  will  be  acKnowledged 
«a  a  high  Constitutional  bulwark,  and  tbat  the 
IHinciples  here  advanced  will  be  appreciated. 

I  will  add  one  word,  touching  the  lituation  of 
New  Orleans.  The  provision  of  tbe  treaty  of 
1603,  which  stipulates  tbat  it  shall  be  "admitted 
aa  soon  as  possible."  does  not  therefore  imply  a 
violation  of  the  UonsiituiloD.  There  are  ways 
in  which  this  may  coastiiationally  be  efiecled — 
by.  an  amendment  of  the  ConMitutian,  or  by  refer* 
enee  to  oonventiuns  of  tbe  people  in  the  Btatrs. 
And  I  do  suppose,  that,  in  relation  to  the  objects 
of  the  present  bill,  (with  tbe  people  of  New  Or- 
leana,}  no  great  difficulty  would  ariH.  Conaidered 
as  an  important  accommodation  to  the  Western 
Slates,  there  would  b^  no  violent  objection  to  the 
measuie.  But  this  would  not  answer  all  the  pro- 
jects to  which  ttie  prioei|)Ie  of  this  bill,  wben 
once  admitted,  leads,  and  is  iniended  to  be  ap- 
plied. The  whole  extent  of  Louisiana  is  to  be 
eat  up  into  independent  States,  to  counterbalance 
at>d  to  paralyie  whatever  there  is  of  infiufnce  in 
other  quarters  of  the  Union.  Such  a  power,  I 
am  well  aware  that  the  people  of  the  Slates  woald 
never  grant  you.  And  therefore,  if  you  get  it, 
Ibe  only  way  is  by  the  mode  adopted  in  this  hill- 
by  QsorpaiioD. 

The  objection  here  urged  is  not  a  new  one.  I 
refer  with  great  delicacy  to  the  course  pursued  by 
any  member  of  the  other  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
tare;  yet  1  have  it  from  such  authority  that  I 
have  an  entire  belief  of  tbe  fact,  that  our  present 
Minister  in  Russia,  ihcQ  a  member  of  tbat  body, 
when  the  Louisiana  treaty  was  under  tbe  consid- 
eration of  the  Senate,  alihoagh  be  was  in  favor 
of  tha  treaty,  yet  expreased  great  doubts  on  the 
ground  of  coostiiunonatity,  in  relation  to  our 
control  over  tbe  destinies  of  tliat  people,  and  the 
manner  and  the  principles  od  which  they  could 
be  admitted  into  the  Union.  And  it  does  appear 
that  he  made  two  atratal  DWriiam  in  that  body, 


having  for  their  object,  as  avOwed,  and  mm  g*tb« 
ad  from  their  nature,  an  alteration  tn  tbe  Cons 
tutioo,  to  enable  us  to  comply  with   the  stipoia- 
lions  of  tbat  Convention. 

I  will  add  only  a  few  wordii  in  relation  to  tie 
moral  and  political  consequences  of  asurpin^  this 
power,  1  have  aaid,  that  it  would  be  a  vinoal 
dissolution  of  tbe  Union  ;  and  gentlemeD  «xprca 
great  sensibility  at  lh«  expression.  But  the  tive 
source  of  terror  is  not  the  declaration  I  hate 
made,  hut  the  deed  you  propose.  Is  there  a  monl 
principle  of  public  law  belter  settled,  oc  ranee 
conformable  to  the  plainest  suggestiona  of  reasaa, 
than  that  the  violation  of  a  contract  bjrooe  of  ihe 
parlies  may  be  considered  as  exempting  tbeoilwi 
from  its  obligations  7  Suppose,  in  private  Lie, 
thirteen  form  a  partnership,  and  ten  of  tb«in  as- 
derlake  to  admit  a  new  partner  without  the  coa- 
currence  of  the  oibet  three,  would  it  not  be  it 
their  option  to  abandon  the  paiinership,  after  ao 
palpable  an  infringement  of  their  righta?  Hov 
much  more,  in  the  poliiical  partnerships  whefs 
the  adminioa.of  new  asaociatea,  withaai  preWoos 
authority,  is  so  pregnant  with  obvioiu  iMogen 
and  evils  1  Again:  it  is  aeltled  as  a  pHae/pie  of 
nmralily,  among  writers  on  public  law,  that  no 
person  can  be  obliged,  beyond  his  iotent  at  the 
time  of  tbe  eoniract.  Now,  who  believes,  who 
dare  aasert,  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  people, 
when  they  adopted  this  Constitution,  to  a»|B, 
eventually,  to  New  Orleans  and  Loaiaiaoa,  a  por- 
tion of  their  political  power,  and  to  invest  all  the 
people  those  extensive  regioas  might  hereafter 
coQUin  with  an  authority  over  themselves  and 
their  desceadantti  When  you  throw  the  wei^ 
of  Louisiana  into  the  scale,  you  destroy  the  polit- 
ical equipoise  contemplated  at  the  time  of  /onn- 
ing  the  contract.  Can  any  man  veamre  to  affira 
"^  '  the  people  did  intend  such  a  compreheacioa 


an  you  now,  by  construction,  give  it;  or  caa  it  be 
concealed  that,  beyond  its  lair  and  aekaowiedged 
iotest,  such  a  compact  has  no  moral  furcel  If 
geailemen  are  so  aWmed  at  the  bare  mention  of 
the  consequences,  let  them  abandon  a  measort 
which  sooner  or  later  will  produce  tbeoi.  Hov 
long  before  tbe  seeds  of  discontent  will  ripen,  no 
UMU  can  foretell ;  but  it  is  the  part  of  wisdom  aol 
to  multiply  or  ncatier  tbem.  Do  you  suppoee  the 
people  of  the  Northern  and  Atlantic  States  will, 
or  ought  to,  look  on  with  patience  and  see  R^ire- 
srolaiives  and  Senators  from  the  Red  river  aoil 
MisGouri  pouriag  ihemaelves  upon  this  and  lAe 
othei  ftoor,  managing  the  cooeerns  of  a  seaboard 
fifteen  hundred  milesat  least  from  iheirmideaee. 
aod  having  a  preponderancy  in  councils,  into 
which,  coastiiutionally,  they  could  nevet  have 
been  admitted?  I  bare  no  hesitation  upoa  this 
point.  They  neither  will  see  it,  nor  ought  to  see 
It,  with  content.  It  ia  the  part  of  a  wiw  man  to 
foresee  danger,  and  to  hide  himself.  This  greet 
usurpation,  which  creeps  into  tbis  House  under 
the  plauiible  appearance  of  giving  content  to  that 
important  point,  New  Orleans,  starts  upagiganiie 
power  to  control  the  oaiion.  Upon  the  actual 
condition  of  things,  there  is,  there  can  be,  no  need 
of  coscealmenc    It  is  appueat  to  the  bUoint 
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Tisioo.  fijr  the  coune  of  Datura,  sad  eoDrormabU 
to  tbe  ickoowledged  priociplea  of  ihe  Contiiiu- 
tioD,  the  Kceptre  of  power  in  this  coqdu^  U  paw- 
ing lowirds  the  NorihwMi.  Sir,  there  ■■  to  ibii 
no  objeetion.  The  right  brlongt  lo  ibat  quarter 
of  tho  cwinlrf  ;  enjo;  it;  it  ia  Toara.  Use  the 
powers  graued  as  yon  pleiae;  but  take  eare,<in 

!'oor  haale  after  efiectual  doroiDJon,  not  to  over- 
oad  the  Kalra  by  heaping  ii  with  tboM  new  ac- 
quisitioDS.  Grasp  not  too  eagerly  at  rour  pur- 
pose. In  your  ^peed  after  uncontrolled  sway, 
trample  not  down  this  Constltaiion.  Already  the 
old  Slates  sink  in  Ihe  estimitiun  of  members, 
when  brought  into  comparison  with  these  new 
countries.  We  have  been  tulij,  that  '"New  Or- 
leans was  the  most  imporlaat  point  in  the  Uuian." 
A  place  oat  of  the  UnioD  (ne  most  imporiant 
place  within  ill  TVe  have  been  asked,  "What 
---•  some  of  Ihe  amall  States,  when  compared 


with  the Mi»si*sippi  Terriioryl"  Thegeotleman 
from  that  Temiiiry,  (Mr.  PoiKocxTaR,)  apoke 
the  other  day  of  the  Htninippi  aa  "of  a  bigh 
road  between"——.  Good  heaTena,  between 
wbBt,.Hr.  Speaker?  Why.  "Tba  Baitern  and 
Weatern  State*."  So  that  alt  the  Nortfawestetn 
Territoriea,  all  the  connirle*  once  the  extreme 
western  bogndary  of  our  Onion,  are  hereafter  lo 
be  denominated  Eastern  Stales. 

[Mr.  PoinoESTER  explained.  He  said  that  he 
had  not  said  that  the  Mississippi  w4s  to  be  the 
boundary  between  the  Eastern  and  Western 
Slatea.  {fe  bnd  merely  thrown  out  a  hint,  that, 
in  erecting  new  States,  it  might  be  a  good  higb' 
road  between  the  Slates  on  its  waters.  His  idea 
had  not  eiiended  beyoiid  the  new  States,  on  the 
waters  of  the  MisKiasippL] 

1  make  no  great  point  of  this  matter.  The 
geailemen  will  find,  in  the  National  InieUigeDcei, 
the  terms  to  whieh  1  refer.  There  will  be  aoeii:, 
I  presume,  what  he  hat  said, and  what  he  has  not 
aaid.  The  argument  is  not  affected  by  the  expla- 
nation. New  States  are  intended  to  be  foFmod 
beynnd  the  Mississippi.  There  is  no  limit  to 
men's  imaginations,  OQ  this  stthject, short  of  Cali- 
fornia  and  Columbia  river.  When  I  said  that 
the  bill  would  jusliry  a  refolution,  and  would 
produce  it,  I  spoke  of  its  principle  and  its  practi- 
cal consequences.  To  ibis  pricciple  iind  those 
consequences,  I  would  call  the  attention  of  thii 
House  and  nation.  If  it  be  about  to  introduce  e 
condition  of  ibings  absolutely  ins  up  par  table,  i 
becomes  wise  and  nooest  men  to  anticipate  ihi 
ciil,  aiul  to  warn  and  prepare  the  people  against 
tbe  aveot.  tbare  no  hesitation  on  the  subjr" 
Tlte  extension  of  this  ptinciple  to  the  States,  c 
templated  beyond  the  Mbsisiippi,  cannot,  will 
not,  and  ought  not,  lo  be  borne.  And  the  sooner 
the  people  contemplate  the  unavoidable  reaiilt, 
the  better ;  the  more  likely  that  convulsions  may 
be  prevented ;  the  more  hope  that  the  evils  may 
he  palliated  or  remored. 

Mr.  Speaker:  What  ia  this  Kberty  of  whieh  so 
much  is  said?    h  ii  to  walk  about  this  earth,  ' 
breathe  this  air,  and  to  partake  the  common  blei 
ion  of  Qod's  providence  ^    The  beasts  of  the  field 
and  the  birds  of  the  air  unite  with  us 


privileges  as  these.  Bui  man  boaala  a  purer  and 
more  eiherial  temperature.  His  mind  grasps  ia 
its  view  the  past  and  the  future,  as  welt  as  the 
present:  We  live  not  for  ourselves  alone.  That 
which  we  call  liberty,  is  that  principle  on  which 
the  essential  security  of  our  poliiical  condition 
depends.  It  results  from  the  limitations  of  out 
political  system,  prescribed  in  the  CoDstiiution. 
Theselim[iatiaQs,salongasihey  are  faithfully  ob- 
served, maintain  <irder,  peace,  and  safety.  When 
they  are  violated  in  estenlial  patticulats,  all  the 
concurrent  spheres  of  authority  rush  against  each 
other,  and  disorder,  derangerasat,  and  convulsion 
are,  sooner  or  later,  the  necessary  consequence*. 
With  respect  lo  this  love  of  our  Unioit,  coa> 
ceining  whieh  so  much  sensibility  is  expiessed,  1 
have  no  fear  about  analyzing  its  nstore.  There 
it  in  it  Hoibiag  of  mjitery.  It  depends  upon  the 
qualities  of  tnt  Union,  and  it  results  from  iu 
effects  upon  onr  and  our  country's  happiness.  It 
is  valued  for  "that  sober  certainty  of  waking 
bliss,"  which  it  enables  us  to  realize.  It  grow* 
out  of  the  sfiectloQs,  and  has  not,  and  cannot  be 
made  to  have^  anything  universal  in  its  nature. 
Sir.  I  confess  it,  the  first  public  love  of  my  heart 
is  toe  Commonwealth  ot  Massac biise its.  There 
is  my  fireside;  there  are  the  tombs  of  my  ances- 

•■  Low  liea  that  land,  yet  Meat  with  fhiitfnl  atotes, 
Strdns  are  her  sons,  tturagh  rorky  are  her  ahores; 
And  nana,  ah  I  none,  so  Io*cly  to  my  aight, 
Of  all  the  lands  which  Heaven  o'enpreadsw ilh  light." 
The  lore  of  this  Union  grows  out  of  this  attack- 
meat  to  my  native  soil,  and  is  rooted  in  it.    I 
cherish  it,  because  it  affords  the  best  external  bope 
of  her  peace,  ber  prosperity,  her  independence. 
I  oppoae  this  bill  from  no  animosity  to  ine  peo^e 
of  New  Orleans,  but  from  the  deep  convtotiwa 
that  it  contains  a  principle  incompatible  with  the 
liberties  and  safety  of  my  couDlry^.    I  have  no 
concealment  of  my  opinion.    Tbe  bill,  if  it  pasae^ 
is  a  death-blow  to  ihe  Consttiutioo.    It  may,  af- 
terwards, linger ;  but  lingering,  its  fate  will,  at  nO 
very  distant  period,  be  consunimaled. 

When  Mr.  Q,i7iKcy  bod  concluded,  he  moved 
that  tbe  said  bill  be  postponed  indefioiiely. 

Mr.  Qaiii^nd  said  he  had  a  report  to  make, 
from  the  Committee  of  Enrolled  Bills,  of  a  con* 
fidenlial  nature. 
A  motion  was  made  to  adJDarn,ai>d  lost. 
The  hill  was  ordered  to  lie  oo  the  table,  and 
stangers  were  excluded  for  a  few  minutes. 

RELATIONa  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

When  the  doors  were  opened,  the  following 

Message,  received  to  the  coune  of  the  day,  was 

To  the  Senate  and  Hoate  of 

Repretertttaivf  of  the  Unittd  Slate*  - 
t  trsastail  to  Congress  copiss  of  a  letter  from  tbe 
Minister  Ptonipotontiary  of  tbe  United  Sut™,  ■!  Lon- 
don, to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  of  snotber,  from 
the  ssme,  to  the  British  SecreUry  for  Foreign  Affsirs. 
JAMES  MADISON. 
Ji>riri.H  IS,  1811. 
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ROaiion*  vith  Great  Brilain. 


Jamuart,  1810. 


Mt.  PinkDx;  M  Mr.  Bmi^ 

LosDDK,  Novtmbtr  B,  IfilO. 

8tB :  1  have  prMentad  ■  Mcond  Doto,  of  vhich  ■  I 
copy  ii  anckxed,  lo  Lord  Welleile;,  on  the  lubjeCt  of] 
die  Ordera  in  Council,  under  in  inprMMoa  ttut  Ihs 
tM/B  of  tbo  KiiiK'j  healtll  (fomhich  1  beg  to  Tefer  you 
to  tha  p>per  bereivitb  tmumitled)  did  not  icndsr  11 
improper,  mad  that  If  it  waa  not  improper  on  that  ac- 
coant,  it  wai  indiapeniable  on  ererf  other. 

The  day  had  fone  bj  when  tbe  Berlin  and  Milan 
JMreM  ware  to  ceaae  (o  ojperala,  aecordins  to  the  com- 
manication  nada  by  the  Gooeriunent  of  France  to  the 
American  Minlatar  •!  Pari*,  and  pobliahed  in  the  oA- 
dal  jonniil  of  that  Oorernment ;  and  yet  dd  itep 
wbateTei  had  been  takeui  or  apparently  tbenght  of, 
towardi  the  rcTOcatiou  of  the  Britidi  orden.  i  had 
neeiwd  no  explanation  of  the  reaaoni  of  thia  back- 
wtrdiMMi  and  no  laehaaaiuance,  loolungiathafatora, 
Bi  could  jnitify  an  opinion,  that  it  would  not  continue. 
Lord  WaUeal^'i  letter  of  die  SlM  of  Auguit,  which  I 
had  left  nnanawered  till  after  Ut  of  Noiember,  that  I 
might  ftand  on  the  iltongeit  poaiible  ground  when  I 
did  aniwer  it.  made  no  profeiMon  of  being  a  preaent 
measure,  and  (Ihough  from  obTiooi  molivei,  I  have 
not  10  repraiented  it  in  my  note  to  him  of  the  third 
imtnni)  wm  Tague  ind  equivocal  «■  a  pioiipectiTe 
pledge.  It  defined  nothing,  and  waa  »o  ta  from  war- 
rantinf  any  qwdfic  eipedatian,  that  it  eeemed  rather 
to  takeaway  the  very  UlUeofpreciuanwhicbbelODged 
to  fbimer  declaraliaoi  on  the  lame  point.  It  wai 
higlity  impottant  to  the  commerce  of  the  Cnlted  State*, 
that  thi*  ambiguity  ihould  be  cleued  away,  with  all 
practicable  eipedition,  and  if  it  eoulJ  not  be  renotad, 
that  no  preiumption  ihoutd  be  afibrded  of  a  diapoailion 
on  the  part  of  the  United  Statei  to  acqnieaee  in  it. 
My  note  to  Loid  Wellealey  wa*  writlea  and  deliiovd 


InAe  King't  actual  ntualion,  the  Orden  inOonndl 
«aB  loaicely  be  fermaUy  recalled,  efen  if  the  Cabinet 
•re  CO  inclined ;  but  it  do«i  not  follow  that  aomething 
nay  not  be  done  (though  I  have  no  reaaon  lo  think 
that  anything  will  be  done,]  which  may  be  productiTo 
of  immodiate  adTantage,  and  at  any  rate  prepare  the 
way  for  the  denred  repeal. 

I  have  tbe  henoi  to  be,  with  great  conaideration,  air, 
your  moat  obedient  humble  lerrant, 

WM.  PINKNEY. 

Hon.  ROBBXT  BntTi,  Seerttary  of  State. 

P.  8.  Thi*  lettra  ii  written  in  peat  haita,  that  I 
may  land  it  to  LiTeipool  by  thia  eTeniug'a  mail. 

WM.  PINKNEY. 
Mr.  Pinkney  to  Lord  Welleeley. 
GaiiT  CuKBiaLiiTs  Plici,  IfoB.  3,  1810. 

My  Loan  ;  In  my  note  of  the  SSth  of  Auguit,  I  had 
the  honor  to  itaie  to  your  Lordthip,  that  I  had  Taoai*ed 
fiom  the  Miniiter  Plenipolentiaj^  of  the  United  State*, 
at  Peril,  a  lettn,  dated  the  eth  of  that  month,  in  which 
be  informed  me,  that  he  bad  received  bnm  (he  French 
GoTemment  a  written  and  official  notic«,  that  it  had 
raToked  the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan,  and  that,  af- 
ter the  firat  of  Noiember,  thou  deereei  would  ceaae 
t«  have  any  effect;  and  I  eipreued  my  confidence, 
that  the  leTocation  of  the  British  Orden  in  Council, 
of  Januaiy  and  TfoTember,  IBOT,  and  April,  1809,  and 
of  all  other  order*,  dependent  upon,  analogou*  to,  or 
in  execution  of  them,  would  IdIIow  of  coune. 

Your  Lordship'*  reply,  of  the  31>tof  Augn*t,to  that 
note,  repeated  a  dedaiatioo  of  the  Britiih  Hiniater  in 


the  United  Sute*  ii 

jeaty'*  eamaat  denn 

reatored  to  that  fireedom  which  la  ni 

peri^,  and  hia  nadiBM*  to  abandon  the  ayalam  wkii 

had  bean  fbroed  upon  him,  wheaamt  tho  MMm] 

nlract  the  prinaplee  whidi  had  tendned  it 

*aiy  ;"  and  added  an  offidd  aMBianoe^  thai,  "-  waea- 

evtx  the  repeal  of  tiie  French  dacraee  eboold  b^Ta 

actually  taken  cffitcl,  and  iheoonimaTe*  of  neutral  na- 

tiODi  ihould  have  been  reatored  to  the  eonditioa  in 

which  it  stood  prenoualy  to  the  promnlgatiKi  of  those 

decree*.  Hi*  Majesty  would  feel  the  higbeat  aatiafac- 

tion  in  relinquishing  a  ■y*lem  which  the  conduct  tt 

tha  enemy  compelled  him  to  adopt." 

Without  departing,  in  any  degree,  Itdbi  mj  Gnt 
opinion,  that  the  Uiuied  State*  had  a  tight  to  exped, 
npou  erery  prindpte  of  juatioe,  Aat  the  prosMctire 
revocation  of  the  French  deeraes  would  be  immedialdy 
followed  by  at  leaat  a  like  remcatton  of  the  ordera  of 
England,  I  mual  remind  your  LortUhip,  that  the  d«y 
has  now  pawed  when  the  repeal  of  iJu  Berlin  and 
Milan  edicts,  aa  commanioalad  to  your  LordeUp,  ia 
the  note  above-mentioned,  and  paUialLed  to  iba  wbola 
irorld,  by  die  Government  ofPraiiee,  in  the  MMiileiir 
of  the  Oui  of  September,  wa*,  by  the  terma  of  i^  to  taka 
eflecL  TliaJ  it  lua  taken  effact,  oannot  be  doabtad ; 
and  it  can  a*  little  be  questioned,  that,  accoidiag  lo 
the  repeated  pledges,  giien  by  the  British  Gorenuaent, 
on  tlui  point,  (to  *ay  nothing  of  varioua  other  power- 
ful conaideration*,)  the  prompt  relinquiehment  of  the 
■ysteia.  lo  which  your  Loidibip's  reply  to  my  note  of 
the  25^1  of  August  alludes,  i*  indiipensable. 

I  tteed  scarcely  mention  how  important  it  ia  lo  the 
trade  of  the  United  Stales,  that  the  GoTemmenl  of 
Great  Britain  should  Une  no  time  in  disdoong  with 
(ranknest  and  prediion  its  intentions  on  this  head. 
Intelligence  of  tbe  French  repeal  has  readied  America, 
and  commercial  expeditions  ban  doubtless  bean  (bund- 
ed upon  iL  It  will  hare  been  taken  for  granted  tliat 
Iba  British  obslmetioni  to  those  eipeditioD*,  baring 
Ihu*  lost  die  sopport  wliich,  howaror,  iafufficienl  in 
■r  be  claimed  tar 


Ihua  lost  die  sopport  wliich, . 
1(0*11,  «ra*  tbe  only  one  diat  ec 
tbam,  han  been  witbdnr 


restored  lo  (he  dominion  of  law  and  Juatice. 

I  penusde  myself  that  this  confidence  will  be  aub- 
stsntially  justified  by  the  erent,  and  that  to  the  spoady 
recall  of  such  Oiden  in  Council  as  were  subsequent 
in  dale  U  the  decrees  of  France,  will  be  added  the  sn- 
nulment  of  the  antecedent  order  lo  which  my  letter 
roapecting  blockades  parttenlsrly  relates.  But  iC  not- 
witnitanding  the  cireumatancea  which  invite  U  such 
a  course,  the  British  GuTemment  shall  have  deter- 
mined not  (o  remove  those  obstructions  with  aH  pne- 
ticable  pmmpitude,  I  trust  that  my  Qoremment  will 
be  appriied,  with  a*  litde  delay  a*  poaidbia,  of  a  deter- 
mination so  anexpeoted,  and  of  such  vital  eoaeam  toita 
rights  and  interests ;  and  that  (he  reasoiu  apoa  which 
that  detarminalion  may  have  baan  finrned,  will  not  b* 
wilhhrid  from  it, 

I  have  tbe  honor  (oba,  with  high  considsratioa,  ray 
Lord,  your  Lordahip'a  most  obedient  humble  aervanl, 
WM.  PINKHB& 

The  Message  and  docnmeDls  ware  referred  to 
the  Gommiilee  of  Foreign  Relationa. 

Tdkbdat,  Jaotmry  15. 

Tbe  bill  from  ifae  SeoMe,  eniided  "An  aet  an- 

thorizing  a  subscrtplioD,  on  tbe  part  of  the  Uni- 
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ted  SriiM,  to  tke'stoeX  of  ihe  Otiio  CiwA  Com- 
panf,"  wa*r«td  titice,  and  comnitUed  toaCom- 
miiiee  of  iSe  Whole  on  Friday  n  ex  I. 

Tbc  bill  from  the  Seoale,  eniiiled  "  An  act  au- 
lborJ2Ing  ihe  kileaod  gr^at  of  ■  cerltjo quantity 
of  public  land  to  the  Cheiape*ke  and  Delaware 
Canal  CompaBf ,"  was  wad  tniee^  and  eommit- 
led  (0  Ihe  Commiuefl  of  tbe  VfhtAt  lut  meo- 

Tbe  bill  from.ihp  Senate,  entitled  "  Ad  act  for 
llie  Teller  of  the  heiri  of  the  late  Major  Qeneral 
Anthony  Wayne,"  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  8  Cominiltce  of  the  Wbote  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Kbt,  frota  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
twelfth 'utiimo,  pr«»ni(«d  a  bill  to  change  the 
■ame  of  Lewis  Qrant,  to 'that  of  Lewis  Qraot 
David«0ii. 

A  message  from  iheSetialeiDrormed  tbeHonu 
that  the  Senile  bare  passed  four  bills,  witbtbe 
followiDg  titles: 

"  An  act  auEhoriziogtheaurvejrin^BDd  making 
oTcertaia  roads  in  the  State  of  Obia,  as  cOaiem- 
plated  by  the  tieatT  of  Biownilown,  ia  the  tarti- 
lorv  of  Michigan ;" 

"  Aa  act  to  incorporate  the  sabscribarft  to  the 
Parmers'  Bank  of  Aleiandrla^ 

"  Aq  aet  to  iaeerpotaie  thr  Bank  of  Potomac ;" 
and 

"  Aa  act  to  incorporate  the  bank  of  Washing- 
ton;"  to  which  bills tfaey  desire  the  craieurrence 
of  this  House. 

Four  Meisa^es  were  receired  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  ODtced  States. 

The  first,  transmitting  to- the  House  of  Hepra- 
lentativei  re  porta  of  the  Supetioteodent  of  the 
City,  and  of  the  Surveyor  ot  the  Poblio  Build- 
ings. 00  the  lubjector  ineir  lesolulioa  of  ibe  26ili 
of  December  last. 

Second,  transmitting  tb  Congress  an  accoulit 
of  ibecontinzenl  expenses  of  the  Government  for 
the  year  ISIO. 

Third,  trassmitiin?  to  Coogress  a  report  from 
the  Surveyor  of  the  Public  Buildings,  relative  to 
the  proarasi  and  present  sta(e  of  them. 

The  loarth,  is  as  folktv* : 
l\i  (As  Bnue  ifStpramtatht*aflie_  VttiUi  SUOe* . 


firarth  iiutanL  JAMBB  MADISON.  . 

J^nunU,  1811. 

By  Ihe  Praidmt  af  t^  United  Slate*. 

~        A    PHOOUlliiTIOH. 

Wsnuaa  by  Ibe  fconh  saetion  of  the  net  of  Con- 
gross,  pmti  Ml  (he  Ant  day  af  M»,  1610,  antiaMl 
'An  act  OHMarBiiig  ilM  eoDScMial  tataNoncM  Im- 
twMB  (ha  Unitod  etaisi  and  OiMt  Britaia  aad  Praqee 


shall,  befiita  the  third  of  Mandi  iiext,ao.miodWr  ^r^ 
lake  hm  bdicts  M  ttiat  they  sb«U  eeaaa  ta  vkdate  dH 
UMtrsI  oonuDtiea  of  Ae  Unitad  ^tataa,  whiih  fact  the 
FrMideiit  of  Ihe  Dnitod  Btataa  shall  deoiste  bj  proola- 
sstioiv  and  if  iha  othar  natioii  shall  not,  within  thta« 
iDDntha  thannfter,  *]  mrake  or  modify  her  oiUcta  in 
lika  Btanna-,  than  tlM  tUrd,  jboilfa,  flfth,  aiath,  sevoith, 
si^A,  nikth,  ttnth,  aad  ai^Meatb  fwtisu  «f  tlMad, 
llthCoxSdSjgss.— la 


entitled  '-^<i  act  to  iatordict  the  comnMTCtsi  ia 
betwsen  the  United  States  sad  Great  Btilam  aod- 
Fjranca  and  tbdr  dependendss,  and  for  other  pni- 
poaea,'  afaall,  from  aodaftai  tlu  expiration  of  lhr«« 
months  from  tha  date  of  Ihe  praolamatioii  albrasaid, 
be  revtved,  aad  have  flUl  foice  and  efbct  so  Ihi  as  ra- 
lates  *a  the  dominioo*,  cdonies,  and  dapandendas,  and 
to  the  artjdes,  the  BTowlh,  produce,  ai  manufacture  of 
the  dominions,  colonies,  and  dependenciea  of  the  na- 
tion tlma  refnsing  or  neglecting  ta  rev^  or  modiQr 
her  edicts  in  the  mannti  afurcMnd.  And  tlMTaatria- 
tiMM  impoeed  by  this  aet  shall,  from  the  data  of  sOeb 
ptDdamatiaa,  cease  and  be  diaodDCinned  m  relation  to 
tha  nation  revoking  or  modifying  her  decieea  in  tha 
manner  aforesaid." 

And  whereas,  i(  has  been  officially  made  known  to 
this  Oovamment  that  the  edicts  of  Fiance  violating 
the  nenlral  oommeice  of  the  United  State*  have  been 
so  ravoked  as  to  ceaie  to  have  eSect  on  the  tnt  of  the 
preerat  month  :  Ho^r,  ^crelbre,  I,  Jias*  Mibiiov, 
Prerndtnit  of  Ihe  United  States,  do  hereby  proclaim 
that  the  said  edicts  of  Pruice  have  been  so  revoked  as 
that  they  ceased,  on  the  aaid  first  day  <rf  the  preaant 
month,  to  viidate  tfae  nenlral  commerce  of  the  United 
auiet,  and  that,  fmn  the  datn  of  tbese  pmants,  dl 
the  restrictions  impased  by  the  albreiaid  ad  thai]  cease 
and  be  discontinued  in  relation  to  France  and  her 


In  tea 


In  teatimany  whereof,  I  have  eanied  Ihe  aeal  of  the 
Uttiled  States  to  be  hereunto  aSiied,  and  signed  Ibe 
J-  .>  aame  with  my  hand,  at  the  dty  of  Washingi- 
■■  '-^  ton,  thia  ateond  day  of  November,  in  the  year 
of  oar  Lord'one  thoasand  eight  hundred  and  ten,  and 
of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  the  thir^- 
SRh. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
By  the  President : 

.  R.'  SxiTS,  Beerttary  iff  State. 

TaauDBi  DiriaTxiaT,  JKw.  S,  1810. 
SiBi  Von  wKl  barewith  receive  a  proclamation  of 
the  Preudent  of  the.  United  States,  annonncing  the 
levoeation  of  Ihe  edicts  of  Franca  which  violated  the 
nentral  eommarca  of  Ihe  United  States,  and  that  tha 
reatrictiona  impoaed  by  the  act  of  May  drat,  Ikal,  a*. 
onrdingly  caase,  from  this  day,  in  relation  to  Franoe> 
French  armed  vessels  majy,  Ihsrefbre,  be  admitted  inta 
the  harbm*  and  watera  of  iha  United  Btatea,  uiythiaf 
in  that  Ian  to  the  coutmry  notwithstanding. 

It  also  foUowe,  that,  if  Great  Britain  shall  not,  oB  Iha 
second  day  of  Febraaiy  neat,  have  ravokad,  or  modi- 
fied in  like  manner  her  acHcts  violating  Iba  neutral' 
eommerCB  of  the  United  Statea,  tha  third,  fonrth,  fifth, 
nith,  aevanth,  dghtb,  ninth,  teulh,  and  oghtaanlh 
aections-of  tlis"Act  to  interdict  Iheosmmerdal  ialM* 
coOrse  between  the  United  Slates  and  Great  Britain 
and  Franca,  and  their  d^endepcies,  and  br  other 
pwpoees,"' ahall, ineonformity  vrith  the  act firat  above 
auntioned,  ba  revived,  and  have  full  force  and  efiect  ae 
tu  aa  relalea  to  Great  Britain  and  her  dependenoiea, 
bota  and  after  the  said  second  day  of  February  nest 
llnleaa,  Ibeielbra,  yon  dial^  befm«  that  day,  be  c^ 
fidaUy  notifisd  by  this  DeputiQent  of  such  tevoeatica 
ai  modificatisn,  yon  will,  fiom  and  after  the  said  daji 
cany  into  elect  the  abovr  mentioned  seclioaa,  wbieh 
prdhibit  both  Ihe  antiance  of  British  veseela  of  evmr 
descriptioii  into  the  harbor*  and  vrateni  of  the  United 
Stales,  and  the  imporUtiDn  into  the  United  StaUa  at. 
any  articles  the  growth,  prodoea,  or  mannfaotnra,  af 
tlie  J~mj-i/»^,  eokwiaa,  aod  d^pandsnasa  of  Oiei^ 
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BfltMii.  Hid  of  anj  artidei  wbatavflr,  brouBbt  from 
lbs  laid  domhiioiu,  coIoDiei,  and  iepenieadet. 
I  ua,  rMpectTuUy,  lir,  tout  obedienl  Mrruit, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

To  tha  CoUectoc  of . 

The  MfMBgM  sod  documroti  were  read,  and 
ordered  lo  lie  on  the  table. 

COMMERCIAL  mTERCOURSE. 
Mr.  Eppeb,  from  tha  Coinmiitee  on  Foreisn 
Relaiiaas,  presented  a  bill  lupplemental  to  tbe 
■ct  concerniDf^  tbe  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  Stales  and  Great  Britain  and 
Prance,  and  for  other  parposes;  wbieb  wu  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  OD  Monday  nexr. 
The  bill  ia  as  follows: 
A  Bill  sapplementar;  to  the  act  concerningjthe  com- 
meicial  inlercourae  between  the  Uoiled  States  and 
Great  Britain  and  Fnnce,  and  fbi  other  purposes. 
Bt  it  tnadtd,  ^c.  That,  in  cue  Great  Britain  shall 
■0  revoke  or  moJIff  bar  edicts  as  that  the;  shall  ceaie 
to  Tiolate  the  nentral  commerce  of  the  United  Statee, 
the  Preaident  of  the  Unhed  State*  shall  declare  the 
fact  bj  proelamBtiaD,  and  such  proelamatioti  ahsll  be 
adnittted  at  eTidence,  and  no  otbar  cTidsnce  shall  be 
admitted  of  lach  rsTocation  or  modiStetiaa  in  ild; 
■uit  or  prosecntion' which  ms;  he  inttitated  andei 
this  act,  dr  tha  act  to  which  this  act  is  a  supplement. 
And  the  restrietioni  imposad  or  which  maj  be  im- 
posed b?  Tirtue  of  this  act,  or  the  act  to  which  this  is 
a  supplement,  ihall,  from  the  date  of  auch  proclama- 
Uon,  cease  and  be  discontinued. 

Sec.  S.  And  be  it  further  oiaeted.  That,  Iron  and 
after  tbe  sacond  daj  af  Fehraar;  next,  in  case  the 
proclamation  afoieeaid  shall  not  bava  been  iieued,  the 
entrance  of  the  haibors  and  waters  of  the  Ifnited 
States  and  the  tetritoriei  thereof  be  and  the  leme  is 
berebj  tnterdicled  lo  all  shipa  or  TcaseU  lalling  under 
the  flag  of  Great  Britain,  or  owned  in  whole  or  in  part 
b;  an;  citixen  oi  eubject  tbereofj  remeit  hired,  char- 
tered, or  emplojod  by  the  Gorernmenl  of  Great  BHtain 
ftr  the  sole  pnrpoee  of  carrjing  letters  or  despitcbes, 
and  alao  vesaela  forced  in  by  diitreM,  or  by  the  dui- 
fers  of  the  sea  only  excepted ;  and  if  anyahip  or  vecset 
■ailing  tinder  the  flag  of  Great  Britain,  or  owned  in 
whole  or  in  pert  by  any  citizen  or  autiject  thereof,  and 
not  excepted  as  afbrefisid,  shall,  after  the  aaid  geeond 
day  of  February  next,  arrive  either  with  orwithoatV 
cargo,  within  the  ]liiiits  of  the  United  Butea  or  the 
territories  thereof,  luch  ship  or  vessel,  together  with 
the  cargo,  If  any,  which  may  be  found  on  board,  shall 
be  forfeiled,  and  may  be  aetaed  and  condemned  in  any 
eonrt  of  the  United  Btatei  or  territoriei  thereof,  having 
oom  petent  jnrisdietion . 

Sec.  8.  .ifuf  be  U  further'  enatted.  That,  from  and 
after  the  fKcond  day  of  Fcfainsry  next,  it  ^all  not  be 
lawAil  to  import  into  the  United  States,  or  territories 
thereof,  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  whatever, 
from  any  port  or  place  sitasted  in  Great  Britain  or 
Ireland,  or  in  any  of  the  coloniei  or  dependonciea  of 
Great  Britain,  nor  from  any  port  or  place  in  the  actual 
possession  of  Great  Britain ;  nor  shall  it  be  lawftil  to 
impon  into  the  United  Sutea  or  the  territoriee  thereof,' 
from  any  foreign  port  or  place  whatever,  any  goods. 
Wares,  or  merchandiae  whatever,  being  of  the  growth, 
ptedoce,  or  manufacture  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland, 
4r  tg  any  of  the  eoloDie*  or  dependeocie*  of  Great 
Britain,  or  babig  of  tbe  growth  prodnee  CTmannfac 


tare  of  any  place  or  country  in  the  actual  p 
of  Greet  Britain :  Provided,  That  nothing  herdn  con- 
tained ahall  bo  construed  to  affect  the  cargoes  of  ships 
or  Teaacls  wholly  owned  by  a  ciliien  or  cilixent  of  the 
United  States  which  hid  cleared  for  any  port  beyond 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  prior  to  the  tenth  day  of  No- 
'     ,  eighteen  hundred  and  ten. 

4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tbtt  whenever 
any  article  or  articles,  the  importation  of  which  is  pro- 
hibited by  this  act,  shall,  sJler  the  second  day  of  Feb- 
rnsry  next,  be  imported  into  tbe  United  States  or  the 
territories  thereof,  contrary  to  the  trae  intent  and 
meaning  of  this  act,  or  shall,  after  the  aaid  second  da; 
of  Fehruaiy  next,  be  put  on  board  of  any  abip  or  ves- 
ael,  boat,  raft,  or  carriage,  with  intention  of  tniparting 
the  aame  into  the  United  States  or  the  teiriloiiee 
thereof,  all  such  articles,  a*  well  as  all  other  artidea,on 
board  the  aanie  ahlp  or  vesacl,  boat,  ratt,  or  carriage, 
belonging  to  tba  owner  of  such  prohibital  artidca, 
ahajl  be  forfeited;  and  the  Owner  thereof  ahall  more* 
forfeit  and  pay  treble  tbe  value  of  such  articjei. 
:c.  &.  Artd  be  it  further  enaelt^.  That  if  any  aiti- 
r  articles,  the  importation  of  which  ii  prohibited 
by  this  act,  ahall,  after  tbe  second  day  of  rebmsiy 
next,  be  put  on  board  of  soy  ahiporveaael,  boat  raft,  or 
carriage,  with  intention  to  import  the  same  into  the 
United  States  or  the  territories  thereof,  contrary  to  tbe 
true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  and  with  the 
knowledge  of  the  owner  or  maater  of  such  ship  or  ves- 
sel, boat,  laft,  or  carriage,  such  abip  or  ti  Mril .  boat, 
raft,  or  carriage,  shsll  be  forieiled,  and  the  owner  and 
master  thereof  sbsQ  moreover  each  forfeit  and  pa; 
treble  the  value  of  auch  articles. 

Sic.  B.  And  be  itfurlAer  enacted,  Hat  if  any  arti- 
cle or  articles,  the  importation  of  which  is  prohibited 
by  this  act,  end  which  shall  never^elaa  he  on  board 
an;  ship  or  vaaael,  boat,. raft,  or  carriage,  aniving  after 
the  said  second  da;  of  February  next  in  the  United 
State*  or  tbe  tcrriloriei  thereof,  shall  be  omitted  in  the 
manifest,  report,  or  entry  of  the  maater',  or  Uie  person 
having  the  charge  or  command  of  ancJi  ahip  or  vessef, 
boat,  raft,  or  oarage,  or  shall  be  omitted  in  the  entry 
of  the  goods  owned  by  tbe  owner  or  oonaigned  to  the 
conaignee  of  such  articles,  or  absll  be  imported  or 
landed,  or  attempted  to  be  imported  or  landed  without 
a  permit,  the  same  penalliea,fines,Bndforfeilnree, shall 
be  incurred  and  may  be  recovered,  a*  in  the  case  of 
similar  omission  or  smiariena,  landing,  importation,  or 
attempt  to  land  or  import,  in  ralation  to  artiolea  liaUe 
to  duties  on  thair  importation  into  tha  United  Statea. 
Sxc.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacUd,  That  every  col- 
lector, naval  oScer,  aojveyor,  or  other  officer  of  tlie 
customs,  shsll  have  like  power  and  authority  to  seiie 
goods,  wares,  and  laerchandiee  imported  contrary  to 
the' extent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  to  keep  tbe  same 
in  cuatody  until  itehall  have  been  ascertained  whether 
the  eame  have  been  forfeited  or  not,  and  to  enter  atiy 
ahip  or  vessel,  dwelling-boaae,  store,  boiling  or  other 
place,  for  the  purpose  oraearching  for,  and  ^i»ng  an; 
auch  good*,  wares,  and  merehandiaa,  which  be  or  the; 
now  have  by  law  in  relation  to  goods,  wue*,  and  mer> 
ehandlie  sut>ieci  to  doty;  and  if  any  person  or  penoM 
■hall  conceal  or  bny  any  goods,  ws^  or  Durelian> 
diae,  knowing  tbcm  to  be  UaUe  to  »eii«n«  by  tins  act, 
audi  penon  or  paraona  ahatl,  on  eonvictien  tbateof^ 
fbrfeit  and  pay  a  aom  deobU  (he  amount  or  valoa  of 
tbe  goad*,  waras,  and  merdiandiBs  ao  conoealed  ox 
pnrehaaed. 

Sac.  8.  And  be  itjviier  enaettd.  That  any  veati 
£  ihaUUaeixad  prior  to  the  &et 
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being  ueeitunnl  whelksr  Qroit  Bntain  riikll,  on  or 
before  ths  •Bcond  d*;  of  Fetnoaiy  next,  ha^*  larokod 
or  nwdified  her  edict*  in 'the  mwanBr  ■boTe-asntianed. 
■uKj  be  rMloted  on,  appliotlaD  of  the  ycrtiM.  on  theii 
giTing  bond  with  appioTed  lareliH  Mo  the  Uoited 
Slate*,  in  ■  iDm  equal  to  the  valna  tberec^  to  abide 
the  deciaioQ  of  llw  protwr  court  of  the  UmtsJ  Slate* 
tbereon — and  anj  iuch  bond  iball  be  conaiilered  a> 
aatii£ed  if  Great  Britain  (ball,  ea  or  before  (lu  amid 
aecond  daj  of  Fobnury  next,  have  levoked  or  modi- 
fied ber  ediota  in  the  maonei  aboie-meDlioned. 

Bbc.  S.  At%d  be  it  fttrthtr  tnaded.  That  no  veaael 
which  ahall  luiTe  deputed  from  a.  Bnci^  port  before 
the  eecond  daj  of  Febrnaij  next,  and  no  merchaniUae 
imported  in  Mch  reeMd  which  «haU  hare  been  pat  od 
boerd  the  aame  bdore  the  ptoekmation  of  the  Preai- 
deal  «r  the  United  Statea,  ofthe  aaoood  daj  of  ffo- 
Tember  leal, ahaU han  been ktt«mti  at  andipor^  ahall 
be  liaUe  to  mmuo  or  forfainiTe  on  aeeoaat  of  any  in- 
fraction  or  praanmed  In&aClion  of  tha  ptaruMu  of 
dti*  ec^aaitttheaettowhiclillua.Aeiiaaanpptemailti 
8bc.  10.  And  be  it  furtlur  tautUi,  That  the  fol- 
lowing aMiUaQB  ahall  be  made  to  the  o»A  or  afBrna- 
tioa  taken  b;  the  martn*  or  peraoiM  baTing  the  chaiffe 
or  command  of  any  ahip  et  leaael  amiinf  at  any 
port  of  the  Dnftad  Butee  or  the  territorlea  thereof, 
aiftei  the  aeoond  day  of  Pebroary  next,  th:  "1  fiulhar 
•wear  (or  affirm)  that  tbete  aie  not,  to  tlie^beat  of  my 
knowledge  and  belief,  on  board  (inaen  the  dmoniiDa- 
tion  and  name  of  the  Teaael)  any  grooda,  waiea,  or 
merchandiie,  the  importalioD  of  which  into  the  United 
Stelea  in"  the  teiriloriei  theiwif,  U  prohibited  by  law; 
and  I  do  Itutbsr  near  (<k  affirm)  that  if  I  ahall  here- 
after diaeoTBr  or  know  of  any  auofa  Roodi,  warn,  or 
meichandiaa,  on  bo»rd  the  aald  *eaaal,  or  which  afanU, 
h&ie  been  impoittd  in  the  lame,  I  will  immediately' 
ktid  without  dalay-  make  due  repent  thereof  to  tha  col- 
lector of  the  port  of  thia  district. 


mary  next  to  ttw  oath  or  affinnalioB  taken  by  inpcM- 
ttn,  conaifMaa,  or  aganta,  M  tite  tint*  of  entering  goodi 
imported  iolo  iIm  United  Btatva  or  tha  lerritoiia*  theie- 
01,  viz:  I  aleo  awear,  or  affirm,  that  tbare  are  not,  to 
the  beat  i^  Mf  knowled^  uad  belief,  amoog  the  aaid 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandiaa,  imported  or  cooaigaed 
M  efiinnld,  an;  goods,  wares,  or  mandiaadiae,  tha  im- 
portation of  whieh  into  the  United  States  or  tha  terri- 
tories thereof;  is  piobibited  by  law,  and  I  do  further 
Bwear,  or  affirm,  that  if  I  ahall  hereafter  diacoier  or 
know-  of  any  lucb   goods,  warn,  and  marchandise 


delay  report  the  ume  to  ths  colleclai  of  this  dislriet. 

Sic.  12.  And  be  it  fiirtha- enoctul.  That  all  penal- 
ties and  forfaituMs  incnned  under  this  act,  or  the  eel 
to  which  thia  act  is  a  supplement,  may  be  aued  Sat, 
prosecuted,  and  recoTcred  with  cost  of  suit,  by  action  of 
debt,  in  the  name  of  the  United  Stales  of  AoMrics,  or 
fay  indinoieDt  or  tafoimatioD,  in  an;  court  liaTing 
competent  jurkdiction  to  try  the  sBbie ;  and  such  pen- 
•Itias  and  brfeitDrea  may  be  examined,  miligaled,  or 
TBmilted,  in  like  raauuei  and  under  llie  like  conditions 
and  resUietiona,  »s  are  prescribed,  authorised,  and 
directed  by  the  act,,  entitled  "An.  act  to  proride  for 
mitigaling  or  remitting  the  tbrfeiturei,  penahiea,  and 
disabilitie*  accniing  in  certain  cases  therein  meqtioned. 


■Vanac 


d  the  lilt)  day  of  Febraary,  ISOO. 


8.  And  be  it  fitHhtr  marted,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  any  part  ofthe  land  or  naval  forces  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  any  put  of  Uii  militia  of 
any  Slate  or  Territory,  in  the  aetaal  serrin  ofthe 
United  Slates,  to  make  seiznN  of  any  vessel  or  mer- 
sefnire  aod  IMeitnre  by  reason  of 
any  infraction  of  Uie  proriaioni  of  this  act,  or  of  the 
act  to  which  this  set  is  *  supplemOnL  And  in  case  of 
any  such  seizure  made  within  the  wtten  ofthe  United 
State*,  or  within  the  twondaries  of  siLy  district  of  die 
United  StBtas,  ibsl  portion  of  the  forfeiture  arising 
from  such  sniure,  which,  Bccordinslo  existing  laws, 
would  hare  accraed  to  the  United  States,  shall,  after 
dsdoeling  the  duties  payable  to  the  United  Slates  on 
the  importation  of  the  merchandise  thna  (brfbited,  be 
distributed  among  Ibe  penon's  makiog  sudi  sebare,  in 
'' "  is  as  may  be  directed  by  the  Pre«dMBt 
Stales^  and  if  such  aeiiure  alull  be 
made  without  the  faonndaries  of  any  district  of  tho 
United  Stats^  the  whole  ofthe  fgrfeitan  arising  Eron 
re  shall,  after  dedncttng  the  duties  payaUe 
iportatton  of  the  mercbandiss  thus  fbrfeiled, 
'"is  manner  aforesaid. 

aic.  11.  And  be  il  further  enacted.  That  the  por- 
on  of  all  the  penalties  sjid  forieilures  which  may  be 
inearrsd  by  reason  of  anyin  fraction  of  the  proxisions  of 
this  act,  or  ofthe  act  to  which  this  act  is  a  supplement,  and 
which  portion,  according  to  existing  laws,  accrued  to  dis 
United  Stalos,  in  ell  cases  other  than  those  provided 
for  by  the  last  preceding  section  of  thia  act,  after  de- 
daoting  the  duties  paysble  to  the  United  State*  on  the 
importation  of  the  mercbandias  tbus  fort*eiled,  shall  be 
distributed  in  the  Allowing  manner;  that  is  to  aay, 
one-half  of  ths  residue  efihe  ssld  portion,  after  de- 
ducting the  dutiei  aforeeaid,  ahall  be  giTen  to  the  tn- 
'  )r  or  inspectors  or  to  the  captain  and  crew  of  the 
ne  cutter  or  Tesael  making  the  seizure:  and  tiie 
half  of  the  said  residue  shall,  in  casea  where 
there  is  an  informer,  not  being  in  the  service  ofthe  Uni- 
ted Stales,  be  given  to  such  informer,  and  in  cases 
where  there  ii  no  sudi  informer,  shall  be  given  to  tha 
celtector,  to  be  apportioned  smongsi  the  collector,  naval 
officer,  and  sarveyor,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  provi- 
ded by  liw  for  the  diitributioR  of  one-hatf  ths  penal- 
ties and  forfeitures  accruing  by  resson  of  infrvctioiu  of 
the  laws  for  the  collection  of  duties  on  the  importatiati 
of  merchandise  into  the  United  States;  and  in  alt  caaea 
whdteier  the  other  hsif  ahatl  be  distributed  in  the 
i«ne  manner  as  is  already  provided  by  law. 

Sic.  is.  And  be  il  further  enacted.  That,  in  all 
cases  of  seizure  of  mercbindiae  in  any  district  adja* 
cent  to  the  colonies  or  possessions  of  a  foreign  nation, 
made  on  account  of  any  infraction  of  the  proriaioni  of 
this  act,  or  of  the  act  to  which  this  set  is  a  supplement. 
It  shall  be  necessary  for  the  claimant  or  clumanta  to 
prove  ttist  the  merchandise  thus  seized  was  legally 
imported  into  tfia  United  Slates,  and  that  the  dutisa 
payable  on  the  importation  of  the  sune  bad  been  paid 
or  secured  to  be  paid,  and  in  failnra  of  making  sudt 
proof,  Ibe  merchandise  Urns  seized  shall  be  forfeited. 

Sic.  16.  And  be  it  fuHhtr  enaeted,  ThattiieFre*- 
dent  of  the  United  Slalea  be,  and  ba  hereby  is  anthn- 
ized  to  hire,  arm,  and  employ,  seventy-five  vessels,  not 
exceeding  in  tonnage  one  hundred  and  thirty  tpna 
each,  belonging  to  citizens  of  tha  United  States,  and 
so  manr  seamen  as  shall  be  necessary  to  man  the 
same  for  immediate  service,  in  anfonring  the  lawi  af 
the  United  State*  on  the  leacoasl  thereof,  and  to 
disouH  the  same  iron  tbs  strvics  of  iJm  Unitad  6t*taa 
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ldM««*MhaiUI4MBtUaulB«i]Mawiit:  Provided, 
Imwntr,  Tb»t  Hck  bmaf  or  cmployitig  ihkll  not  bp 
fer  •  MiB  ibcctdiDf  one  7m'. 

Btc  IT.  Jnd  k  if  furthtr  emtultJ,  That,  fbr  en- 
aUiDff  the  PreiUfBt  of  tha  United  liutu  I*  cmr  into 


to  be  paid  oat  of  uij  mooey  in   ihie  Trceaarf  net 
mbeme  appn^riatod,  ibBU  be  aad  the  aUM  M  bei^ 


MIDDLESEX  CANAL. 

Ur.  QuincT  praacnicd  &  p«iiiloa  of  the  Preai- 
teit  and  Direciora  of  the  Middlek«x  CaDal  Com- 
paDf,  in  the  Slate  of  MaMacbutetta,  praviiif  Gon- 
cren  to  auihorize  a  tuhMription,  on  iDa  part  of 
tka  Uoitrd  Siatca,  lo  the  capital  ttack  of  the  mid 
Oompatif,  sod  that  the  aaja  ■abaeripttoii  maf  be 
paid  for  ID  public  laodi;  which  wai  read,  aod 
ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  select  eotumiltee. 

Mr.  Seaver,  Mr>  Bmott,  and  Hr.  Qoodwtk, 
were  appoiotcd  the  ui'd  coioinittee, 

The  memoital  ia  ■»  followa: 

Botron,  Dee.  7,  1810. 
n  Ike'kottorable  Senate  and  Ifyute  of  Repretenlctive* 
of  the  Uniltd  Stale*,  in  GprigreiM  oMttnAltd  - 

The  memorial  of  [he  priipriMon  of  the  Middlaaai 
canal,  in  the  Bute  of  Muaubuietta.  uiespectTully  ad- 
dreaaed,  la  eiplain  ihe  groundi  of  thrlr  petition  to 
CoDgroH  the  tut  (eaaiOD,  and  lo  >Ute  more  Aillj  Ihe 
relUjoiia  which  the  noika  the;  bare  eiecutetl,  those 
thej  have  undertaken,  and  tboae  to  whieh  the  Datnre 
of  the  eountij  io  Ihe  lane  direction  invitee  their  en- 
terp"*"*  ^'■^'  t"  ^*  public  prorpeiity,  and  the  good 
policfa/the  Union. 

The  gieal  utility  of  catiilf,  and  their  beneficial  ii^ 
Iveoce  on  the  ptotpoiity  of  an  agricolliiral,  nianuftc- 
tarinti  and  commercial  people,  ao  long  eipenenced 
amortg'lbe  nalJoiu  of  Europe,  and  to  oflen  acknowl- 
adiged  b;  their  Gotemmenta  in  the  patronage  afiorded 
la  ibe  pr«)ectan  of  them,  and  e*ea  in  their  own  eo- 
lerpriaeaof  aiiaiilar  kind,  canoot  be  unknown  toyooi 
bonorable  body  ;  and  the  attention  which  Ihe  aubjoct 
baa  abeady  receired  from  Ihe  National  Legialature, 
frith  Iba  importance  juitly  given  to  it  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treaaury,  in  hiiible  report  to  the  Senate  in  the 
year  1808,  may,  it  ia  preaumrit  by  yonr  memorialiata, 
aanetion  their  appearing  before  jou  on  tbia  nccaaion. 

Tonr  memarialitta,  in  common  with  other  compa- 
niea  fiirmed  far  limilar  pnrpuaea,  haTo  hitherto  lailed 
of  reaping  the  advantagek  due  to  their  eDEerpriae, 
Ihongh  the' community  at  larg^e  hka  already  derived 
fiom  their  eiertioni  great  benefita,  withoul  riak  and 
whhont  coat.  In  the  complation,  therefore,  of  an  eo- 
teii>riae,which'tbe  public  »  ao  directly  concerned  in, 
yonr  memoiiallBla  hope  they  may  took,  widiout  diaap- 
paintaient,  fbi  the  foatering  aid  of  the  GoTernment,  lo 
trhoae  paternal  care  the  natian'i  beat  intereata  are 
confided,  eapecially  a*  the  aaiatance  prayed  for  will  be 
lariprocally  beneficial. 

The  origin  and  porpoae  of  the  Middleaex  canal  it 
already  known  to  your  honorable  body,  by  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treaanry.  Tom  memonalista, 
theiefbre,  forbear  to  treapaaa  on  your  attention  with 
nnneceaaary  deUila,  and  will  only  ao  far  otftr  a  general 
and  brief  deacription  of  their  canal  and  ita  dependen- 
ciea,  aa  may  aeem  to  be  at  thii  lime  neeenary. 

Tbe  riier  Merrimack  (which  ia  connected  with  Boa- 
Ion  harbor  by  the  MiddleMi  canal}  takea  Eta  riie  in  the 
■  -  -        ■  ■  a  of  New  Hampahire,  abont  thirtj 


milea  boai  Coaaeclient  mer,  aad  in  fia  a 
mvi,  paMing  Arovgh  a  rkk  and  poputoai 
cairaa,  abeat  the  caane  of  Ibe.Bttle,  aa  aqBa%  eopi- 
oiM  abeam  fnm  the  Lake  Winnipieiodwi^  nod  oiber 
iatailoF' watera  coBBeelad  therewith.  The  Aana  of 
theee  lakta  are  not  le«a  Aao  two  hondrad  milea  in  «i>_ 
tent,  and  aro  geBerallyaorToonded  with  goad  lan^' 
raoidty  aetlling,  bnt  atUI  bearing  great  qnanlitiaa  oC 
oak  and  pine  timber  of  tka  largeat  die,  and  of  a  aop^ 
tior  qnaJily.  From  this  jooetion  of  the  two  bnaehoa, 
at  the  diatance  of  ninel^  lailea  froB  Boaton,  lbs  tin* 
contiiinea  itaeoovie  aontliwardt  parallel  with  the  leadbiK 
TOade  of  the  eounliy,  till  it  taaebee  *    ~ 


wbaan  the  Middfeaax  canal  ooaHaaBiaetea  tlwae 
with,  at  the  djataacs  1^  twaatj-aavea    milaa  Am 

In  ita  eaoroe,  Ibe  oanal  ■  led  orar  aaeen  ii*am  end 
BtreaHB^  I9  aqoadneta.  It  ia  often  eaniad  i»  de^ 
jMadawa  by  higb  embaakmaala,  and  thMosfa  extea- 
aiaa  ledaoa  of  rocka;'it  ia  anpplied  widi  water  bum 

rar,  wbieb  opaBa  Into  it  G*«  loitee  6om 

Menimaek,  on  oim  atde,  andtwentyktwa  fran  Bw- . 
too  en  the  other.  Tiom  Ibenca  Iba  &11  lo  ibe  Mani* 
maA  ia  Ibittyoae  fbai,  br  tnai  Matm  lodta  1  and  toward 
BoaUm  one  bnndred  aad  Beran  feet,  hj  earantaaa. 
locka.  Tbe  general  width  of  tba  eaoal  ia  thirty  feat 
on  Ihe  aurikce  of  the  water,  md  twenty  at  lb«  bottom. 
Itia  oalenlalM}  to  carry  boaU  aeventy-fiw  teet  long, 
nine  and  a  half  feel  wiifa,  drawing  three  fcat  oC  water, 
carrying  twebtj-GTe  toM,  drawn  I7  oae  hone,  oo>- 
dneled.  I7  two  nwni  paaaing  the  wbale  dialanea  tt 
twanty-aavea  tnilaa  in  one  day.  It  alao  ooaveya  tafia 
of  timber,  Inaiber,  and  firo  wood,  five  bnndrad  feet  ia 
length,  wdb  one  borae,  <a  a  pair  of  men,  aHanded  by 
fitaiaao. 

The  eipanaa  of  coodooting  a  raft  of  oao  haadred 
and  fifty  tuna  of  timber,  thtoogh  tba  canal,  may  be  ea> 
tinalsd  apd  compared  with  land  cairiage  aa  Ibllowa: 
Five  man'a  wagea  and  meinteaiaoa,  foot  day  -  fSft 
One  pair  of  olan,  tarn  daya  .  .  .  .  ( 
Tidlninety  caatapar.tonon  IMtooa  •  -  188 
«1S0 


Ifdi 


«  tranaiiartad  by  land  carriage,  it  wnoM 

8aveDty-ft*a  tenn*  ot  fiva  eallle,  at  S3  a  day,  4  day^ 

u  tit  a  tean,  amoontiDg  to  •      •900  M 

Sevanty-five  man,  at  91  a  day,  4  d^a      .         SOO  00 

Eapettaeofeaehteam,  at  91  as  M» 

«!,»•  7» 
Tfaaaame.by  water  carriage,  aa^ovaatA- 

edibaiag     ■--.••        IH  00 


Makaa  a  aaviag  to  tb&«wner  or  tbe  pvMic 


VMM  7* 


The  elpenae  of  conveying  100  Una  iS  mer- 
cbandiae,  by  60  team*  of  6  cattle  each, 
to  tbe  diatance  of  fifty  milea,  or  aa  fer  a*  • 

tha  boala  now  aacend  tbe  Merrimack 
from  Boaton,  may  be  eatinated  at  9\h 
perton,  amonnling  to  •        -        -      ,  •  91,00100 

To  tranaport  the  aame  qnasti^  by  boata, 

coat  91  a  ton,  or 7»0  00 


Making  a  aaving  on  100  tana,  or  0  boata. 


«SOft  Oft 
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UidfUemx  Canal. 


And  if  tb»  ailTKnUgM  of  bknog  •>  i)»Q7  Men  ami 
<nUtIe,tliiu  libenled  from  iuipn>dBctiTat«lH>r,  emploj- 
od  in  ■gricuUurCi  and  otbet  pioductiYs  4T(KalioD*,  be 
coDnidiied,  iha  public  Uitl  sun*,  in  >  taiucb  grastei 

Althongh  in  tha  year  tSOi,  whea  the  caii«l  Traa 
cnmpletfld  to  tke  banka  pf  CbarLn  riier,  ^poaila  the 
town  of  Boston,  at  llie  diiEaiica  of  Ibh  tban  a  mile 
thorefrom,  tha  inddeenieDta  to  perMtpra  appeared  in 
•s  atTODK  a  tiffbt  aa  when  they  Snt  exdl«d  the  propri- 
mtota  to  the  eoterprin ;  and,  altbongh  the  union  of  ao 
great  arirer  and  coantry,  with  >  metrapolb  wheietlie 
pTOdnce  of  the  inlarior  mighrt  find  a  market  or  an  ent- 
Ist,  aMmad  atill  toptomiwiiltiniate'aaceew  andraniv- 
n«rKt>aa,yetiB«ehwnuiaBd  la  be  done,  boeh  lo«T«r- 
oame  tha  otMBvctiona  axiating  in  tiia  liTcr  HatrimtMlCa 
*ad  U>  laadtbe  pabliciloaf  habitoalcd  to  laBdeaitiaga, 
And  totally  inaspanenMil  in  lh«  oae  of  canala,  ta  tarn 
ita  aUentim  to  thia  fieat  kocouBotUtion.  Aad  *o 
much  BBbanaaament  had  ariaan,  in  aanac^aooa  of  tha 
death  of  aoiaa  of  tha  aaaodBtea,  whoaa  widowe  and 
^iJdren  becoming  holdaca  of  ibaiw,  wara,  «ilh  othara 
of  tha  proprieiora,  anaUa  to  auKain  tha  burden  of  far- 
theraaifaunanta,  adequate  to  theeapanie  pf  the  addi- 
tional works  Aqnidte  on  aaid  Mrar,  that  yoar  meno- 
rialiata  ware  unable  to  command  fundi  for  the  eiecn- 
tion'«r  aaid  T>orki.  The  iocome  of  the  principal  canal, 
though  increaains,  haa  been  inxafficient  far  the  cni- 
Tent    expenaee,  the  lepaira,   and  naceaiaiy   improve- 

Thi*  great  work  might  long  haTe  lemunad  in  thia 
state,  bat  for  the  aaaiataace  obtained  Awn  the  Legidi' 
tnreof  Haacachnaetta,  which,  by  granting  to  thecorpora- 
tion  two  lowBahlpa  of  eaatem  land,  enabled  and  indaced 
the  proprietora  te  irodartak*  aoiM  of  tiie  b  , 
neoMiary  t»  theeitenaio»  of  inJand  iia*igati< 
finally  oonteiBpUted;  ThMa  worka,  now  c 
ing,  nndar  eeiiaU  acta  of  iaeoiporation,  primipally 
with  the  fitoda  boiTDwed  an  tb»  credit  ef  the  landa 
■baTfr«>ai)lMned,  aonaiat  af  lecha,  dtitta,  and  eenak,  in 
ti)reaplaeM,Tis:in  Manimank.  Dombartoii,  and  Bmr-' 
Tjbay  Boat  neeaaaarily  coat  OMiaidfBably  mua  tban  tha 
aaid  land  is  aipeeled.eran  l«  bring.  Aad,  in  order  to 
'  make  the  MidiUoex  eanal  good  property,  and  aa  aitan- 
aiTcty  uaefnl  to  the  public  aa  it  ia  capable  of  being, 
other  works  mora  interior  «aght  to  be  aceompliihed  j 
eapecially  between  the  lakei  aboTe-mantionad,  and 
Meirimack  riret,  to  pan  a  number  of  &Ua  not  leat  to- 
gether tban  two  hundred  and  thirty  feet  in  perpendico- 
'  lar  height.  But  aueh  ii  the  fertility  of  thia  diitrict,  ind 
BO  great  the  qnantity  Of  eicellept  tinbai,  which  tlie 
public  wonld  tliereby  MTe  fiom  deetnicUoii  by  fire  in 
clearing  the  land,  that  ample  remnnaration  may'bacoa- 
Adently  expected. 

The  artielea  abo  cfbeef,  poA,  flaxseed,  ashee,  grain, 
and  Tarioua  othen,  whidi,  on  aeconnl  of  the  diatance, 
«nd  the  want  of  good  vuiia,  cannot  now  be  brought  to 
•  nuntet,  or,  If  brought,  are  oonanmed  by  the  eipelun 
attending  die  land  carriage,  would  become  of  anmeient 
value  te  cxdle  ■  spirit  of  general  induatiy  eren  in 
-the  BKM(  remMa  and  ononllitatad  parti  of  Mew  Hamp- 

Nor  do  theae  obaanatiosa  apply  <w|y  to  the  ahoies 
«f  ths  lakm,  and  tha  camby  to  tha  north,  bot  may, 
with  aqMl  protHiety,  baextanded  to  tha  coMnliaB  lying 
to  tbe.BOrthweat,  to  which  theae  oxtanriTa  walenand 
the  weatem  bnneh  of  the  riToi  woold,  with.soma  im- 
pioremenls,  afibrd  thia  ctieu  and  QonTsntant  laode  of 
waTeyanca.    Yourinaaaxi^ts,lmfalof  ( 


H.orB. 


too  fiu  on  Hm  time  and  atteuiivn  of  yoni  hononlla 
Iwdfi  i^rto  a  a^p  of  New  Hamfahire  to  ahoit  Iha 
extensive  water  communications  that  might  be  made 
widi  the  canal,  not  mentioned  herein,  and  hntea  la 
aUile  the  genenl  relations  aod  advaalagaa  liketj  to  ra- 
ault  fron  the  sssiataoea  for  whioh  thay  bate  pelitionad 
the  Nattonal  OarenmeDt.  The  immediata  affect  of 
anch  uaiatanca  wenld  be  to  ineraaae  the  nalian^ 
strength  and  wealth,  by  ghringialaatomilliOBaof  loaa 
of  timber  now  coaaidered  an  encnmbranee  to  the 
ground;  to  enhance  tfa«  ralue  of  land  far  agricnltmal 
pnrposea,  by  pEOridiag  a  ohalp  mode  of  cenTeying  ita 
prodnce  to  market,  while  the  inbaUtanta  of  ttw  coast 
will  te  BMre  •bandanlJy  and  aheaply  ittpplied ;  to  give 
Uraalagea  to  sownercs,  by  eoabung  tlM  marchent  to 
*    '  caigoea  at  ancb  rataa  aa  woald  enaUe  him  to  ax- 


to  angiDeDt  the  pofMdalioo  of  that  put  of  tha  oonntiy, 
and  eubte  the  inhditaala  to  reeei*e  articles  of  GHaiga 
growth  and  origin,-naw  hacoaie  neoaaiariea  of  life,  iff 
boat  iwTigationj  on  tHitter  terms  and  in  greater  qnan^ 
tiee,  thereby  eniWDraging  and  increasing  the  importa- 
tioa,  and  conseqnently  (be  revenues  ^'the  Oenwal 
Gorarnment.  The  eaay  osmmDweatian  wuh  the  in- 
terior, which  Am  proMaed  worka  will  afibtd,  will  ba 
the  neana  of  eaaantiaJly  atiangthaning  the  frootiar  in 
■  quarter  where  it  is  now  awst  weak  and  vnlnatabla. 
and  will  attach  the  iohabitanta  in  that  diiactioa  atill 
more  ta  tbi  tlnioB,  b^  a  sentttneat  of  insraadng  inter- 
est ;  our  ports  becemuig  more  and  more  the  sonrca  af 
thi*  aacommodaliDn,  and  the  Tent  of  the  [nvdnce  of 
thab  indnsHy,  The  canat  wilt  aleo  be  the  mediam  of 
euppliea  to  the  navy  yard  at  Chariaatown,  of  tha  bert 
nalrHial  of  avary  Und  fbr  repairing  or  building  ahipi^ 
w  fct  canpleling  Ac  whtiraa  and  dooha  which  &iamy 
ba  finind  ueeeaaary  to  cooatrtict  there ;  and  it  ia,  chh 
ceiTod  it  will,  in  this  aHMit,  safe  the  United  States 
Ihouaandi  ef  dollara  yearly,  and  enable  ita  agenta  to 


of  hestilftiei,  be  wanted  tor  ships  of  war. 

TauTmenofjaUsU  wenldferthsr  bag  l(B*e  to  remark, 
that  the  proriaions  of  the  act  whicA  has  already  paaaed 
the  honorable  Senate,  sre  such  that,  while  they  maj 
aSord  the  prepriMon  of  the  MiddleeeK  canal  ths  aariat- 
anoe  they  need  to  complete  and  cany  into  effiM:t  tha 
great  and  beneficial  pnipoaea  originally  con  tern  (dated, 
by  pardiaaing  a  portion  of  their  iniereet,  tha  QoToia- 
ment  dispoeee  of  an  unprodactt*e  proper^  in  landi^  ' 
iuTesling  tlie  proceeds  iti  an  institution  endowed  wifc 
perpetual  priiileges,  wbicb,  to  be  soen  profitabls,  la- 
quirea  but  effio^nt  aid ;  and  which,  frottt  ita  lery  aUvr 
ation,  cannot  bo  riTalled,  and  must  be  prograwiTC ;  sa 
that,  in  a  few  years,  the  GoTeinment  may,  if  occaaian 
ahontd  require,  aell  the  ahares  it  may  hold  for  money. 

You  menorialiats,  connnced  thst  the  views  lliej 
have  herein  taken  oftkeir  enterprise,  in  rclition  to  tha 
public  interesta,  are  well  (bunded,  cannot  bnt  beiieto 
that  your  honorable  body  will  be  of  opinion  ttiat  thl* 
is  one  of  thoa*  ocealions  alluded  to,  in  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Twkanry,  in  which  ihe  nwnu«aa 
of  Oovmnment  may,  ^ilh  the  greatMt  effect  and  priK 
pria^,  ba  brought  in  aid  of  private  enterpriss  in  pnUie 
unpiavMBBBta.    And  they  are  encowaged  ta  enlid- 


itwiUhi 


leto  apl- 
Un  add 


pear,  that  the  Jdiddleaex  eand  was  undertsken  a 
aiecnted  in  the  bith,  that  ao  tmpottant  a  part  of  Iha 
water  conuaunieation  with  this  large  and  Jkitile  ttni- 
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taf7  bong  affected,  ■  jnit  lenta  of  the  graattdTantaK* 
to  rainlt  therdiam'  would  itimnlalv  the  peopi*  to  Ifaa 
filtnatioD  oroompanica  for  clauing  the  ObclrnetieDi  of 
the  riier  Merhmick,  *»d  br  ciecatins  the  other  □«- 
ettmrj  work*  d«tail*d  in  thi*  utmoritl ;  ot  Ibst  Oov- 
vmnient  wonld  be  induced  to  take  the  ibuM,  original- 
ij  CMomd,  wbeaaver  m  ftpreeenUtiiMi  of  l]ieie  »dini< 
tagea,  to  an  a>tenai*e  dietrict  o(  tamtVrj,  ihouhl  be 
Made  to  ^rooir  hoDorablo  body,  and  thna  afibrd  the  aid 
BaeeaiH7  to  bring  into  aetiTity  reHuircci  w  impanant 
to  the  growth  of  the  Union.  Bot  the  want  of  an  ave- 
nne  <rf  aaajr  oommuDication  with  the  leacout,  having 
placed  it  ont  of  the  power  of  the  people  moet  imnedt- 
aldy  inlcrealed  in  New  Hunpahire,  toTaiae  Aindainf- 
ftdieat  fbi  the  paipoaea  herein  eontemplaled ;  and  mAi 
«f  monryed  capital  in  the  aeaporta,  with  m^  paitial 
*i«w«  of  tlie  iiu^ect,  hartag  been  deterred  \ij  the  hilfa- 
«rta  unpredncim  itate  of  the  Middlaaex  canal,  &o« 
oAgaging  in  liiuilir  enterpiiaea,  it  iaonly  then  from  the 
more  enlarged  liewa  oC  an  enlightened  Ooieninient 
that  the  wiihei  of  joqt  memoiialiati,  in  relation  to 
their  pb)ect,  can  be  realixed. 

IIm;  have,  therefore,  thought  thej  might  reLterate 
dieiT  aroeal  tb  Coiwrcaa  on  the  nieriU  of  their  peti- 
tion, wbich  hat  been  fi*arablj  recai*ed  bj  the  Senate. 
at  tta  laat  eeaaion  of  that  hrandi  of  the  Legialatnre, 
panraaded  the;  are  addraaing  thoee  who  cannot  fail 
•f  (Ming  an  iotermt  in  this,  and  all  other  can>vtn« 
toaehiDg  the  internal  improvementa  of  (he  United 
Slatea. 

AARON  DEXTER, 

Prtridtnl  of  tie  Corwrntim. 
JOHN  C.  JONES, 

Fint  Yiee  Prenitnt. 
BENJAMIN  JOT, 

Second  Vtet  FrenJtnt. 
WILLIAM  .GRAY, 
WILLIAM  PAYNE, 
EBENEZER  OLIVER, 
JOSEPH  HALL, 
BENJAMIN  WELD, 
JOSEPH  COOUDOE,  Jr. 
C.  OORE, 
R.  SULLIVAN, 
JOHN  L.  8ULLIVAN,      ' 

Agtni  of  the  Cerponttion. 
ORLEANS  TERRITORY. 
The  Houie  resumed  the  consideration  of  ihi 
bill  author izmg  the  people  of  Orleans  Territory 
to  elect  B  coDTentioD  to  form  a  conatttutioo 
pcratory  to  its  admission  into  the  Union  as  a 
and  iDaepeodent   Stale — Mr.  Q,dinct's  inoiiOQ 
for  iodefiaile  postpoQetneot  uill  under  eootidera- 
Uoa. 

Mr.  PoiKDEXTEB. — Mr.  Speaker :  It  is  with  ex- 
Ueme  reluctance  that  I  claim  the  indulgence  ol 
the  House,  to  participate  in  the  discussion  of  the 
■ubject  now  under  coo  side  rat  ion.  I  should  deem 
it  not  onljr  useless  but  inexcusable  to  treapaas 
your  time,  and  delsy  the  final  qnesiion  on  ine 
passage  of  tlie  bill  before  you,  but  for  the  doteI 


■tcbuaeita,.  (Mr.  Qdimct.)  The  leodency  of  thi 
Tnnarka  made  by  that  genileman'  is  manireetly 
bostilv  to  the  beat  interest*  of  the  nation,  andcal- 
mtUtwl  to  excite,  so  far  as  ibcit  influence  extends, 


Dirttt«r». 


spirit  of  revoU  among  the  people  of  the  United 
Slates.  I  cannot,  therefor?,  forbear  la  enter  xaj 
protest,  in  the  onlf  form  Constitutionally  pro- 
vided  for  the  peculiar  situotfon  which  [occap^ 
on  this  floor,  a^inst  the  estaUisbment  of  princi- 
ples fraught  with  such  dissstrons  consequenees. 
But,  afr,  as  various  objections  have  been  ntade  to 
the  passage  of  the  bill,  and  as  I  profess  to  be 
friendly  to  lis  general  objecu,  I  shall  endearor  to 
give  some  of  [bese  objecLions  a  concise  examina- 
[ion  before  I  proceed  to  notice  the  obaerTatioiu 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachosetts. 
Il  has  been  contended  by  an  honorable  gentle- 
an  from  CoDneeticut,  {Mr.  Prrxiif.)  that  iuaa- 
much  as  the  western  limits  of  Lioaisiam  remain 
idofincd,  the  Btate  ta  be  formed  of  the  present 
Territory  pf  Orleans  woold  eiiend  itejurisdie- 
lion  over  the  province  of  Trias,  to  Rio  Bravo^ 
aad  dowa  thai  .river  to  ita  conflneuce  witb  lb* 
to  include  the  Bay  of  St.  Bernard,  and 
the  whole  extent  of  couniry,  supposed  by  the 
QoTemment  to  be  transferred  by  the 
rh  Republic  under  the  name  of  Louisiana, 
circumstance,  it  is  alleged,  will  enable  the 
Govemmenc  of  the  n«w  Slate  to  involve  the 
United  States  in  war,  for  the  establishment  of 
the  most  weslern  boundary,  lo  which  we  have 
a»«erie(I  •  claim.  The  gentleman  has  himself 
referred  to  a  fact  which,  ia  my  estimation,  fnr- 
nishes  a  sufficient  answer  lo  this  objection.  He 
admits,  that  the  northern  boundary  of  the  State 
of  Mawaahuseits  was  never  definitely  esiabliahed 
until  commissioners  were  appointed  by  the  Gtot- 
ernment  of  Great  Britain  aud  the  United  States, 
lo  ascertain  vbat  was  the  true  river  Si.  Croix. 
Anieiior.  to  that  event  it  was  uoeertain  how 'far 
ikoilh  the  juriidictioB  of  Mauaehusett* extended; 
but  the  most  scrupulous  advocates  for  Stale  cor. 
•teignty  never  imagined  that  the  State  eoold  de- 
cide its  own  boundaries,  aud  call  upon  the  gen- 
eral Governmeot  lo  support  that  deeiaion  at  the 
point  of  tbe  bayonet.  The  difficulty  was  adjnst- 
ed  by  amicable  negotiation,  and  the  river  dis^ig* 
Dated  by  the  two  nations  became  ihe  permanent 
boundary  of  ihe  State.  Can  the  geotleman  dis- 
tinguish that  ease  from  the  one  which  exists  u 
to  the  western  boundary  of  Louisiana  7  By  ih«  - 
second  section  of  the  bill,  it  is  provided,  that  the 
Slate  shall  be  composed  uf  all  that  part  of  tbe 
territory  or  country  ceded  undo'  Ihenamt  ^Lour- 
Mi'ana  by  the  treaty  made  at  Pans  on  the  30t|i 
day  of  April,  1803,  between  tlie  United  Staiea 
and  France,  ''nou  eonlained  withm.lke  Unult  of 
(Ae  Tevriiory  of  Orleam,  except  that  part  lying 
west  of  the  liver  Iberville,  and  a  line  to  be  drawu 
along  Ihe  middle  of  the  lakes  Maure|»s  and  Pod- 
chaitraio  lo  the  ocean."  Tbe  Territory  of  Or- 
leans ia  limited  indefioitely  by  the  western  boua- 
darv  of  Louisi'ana ;  but  by  an  arraugement  made 
in  tlie  Autumn  of  1806,  between  the  Commandei^ 
in-Chief  of  the  American  Army  and  tbe  Com- 
mander of  the  Spanish  forces  in  that  quarter,  it 
was  agreed  that  for  the  prewnt  thfe  Spaniards 
should  not  cross  the  Sabine,  and  that  the  Amer- 
ican aeulemeniB  should  not  extend  to  that  river. 
To  carry  tbis  anangement  into  elCect,  tbe  Oov- 


IV  Google 


557 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


Jakdary,  1811. 


Territory  tf  OrUani. 


etDment  of  the  Uniied  Stttes  has  givrn  instrue- 
tiona  that  the  public  lands  should  not  be  disposer! 
of  weal  of  a  meridiBD  passing  by  Natcbiiocbes. 
BejroTid  that  line  I  tm  inclined  lo  believe  the  Ter- 
ritorial GorernmeDt  of  Orleans  bas  not  yet  ex- 
tended its  BQthorilr.  It  follows,  Ibercfore,'  by  a 
fair  coDsiruction  i>f  the  section  [a  which  1  hare 
referred,  that  the  Stale  to  be  formed  of  tbat  ter- 
ritory will  be  confined  within  the  same  limils, 
vitlil  by  an  act  of  ibe  Qeneral  QoTernineni  ibc 
western  boundary  of  the  cession  fball  be  Anally 
adjusted.  It  belongs  exclusively  to  the  higH  con- 
tracting parlies,  to  render  that  certain,  which  by 
the  deed  of  cession  isequtroeal,  and  whateTer 
line  Ihpy  may  content  lu  establish  as  the  western 
extremity  of  the  country  ceded  under  thenatae 
of  Louinana  will  conitiiute  the  permanent  limit 
of  the  Slate,  whether  it  extends  io  Rio  Braro  or 
the  Sabine,  or  a  meridiaa  passing  by  Naicbiloches. 
This,  sir,  is  conformable  with  ussne.  The  soaih- 
ern  boundary  of  Georgia  was  fixed  by  the  Treaty 
of  th«  27th  day  of  October,  1795,  with  the  King 
of  S^io;  and,  bjr  the  Treaty  of  1791  with  Great 
Britain,  the  true  river  St.  Croix  was  determined. 
Id  these  instances,  the  States  whose  interests 
were  involved,  existed  prior  to,  aud  were  parties 
in,  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution  ;  and 
yet  no  one  ever  questione  I  the  right  of  the  Qov- 
ernmeni  of  the  United  States  to  settle  the  line  of 
demarcation  between  them  and  the  colonies  of 
Great  Britain  and  Spsio.  I  put  it  to  ibe  candor 
of  tha  trealletnan  from  Conneeticol  to  say  whe- 
ther the  difficulty  which  he  suggests,  is  not  en- 
tirely removed  by  a  reference  to  the  practice  of 
the  QovernmeDt  on  these  occasion*,  similar  in 
their  nature  to  the  present,  and  differing  only  in 
circumsiaoces  which  rendered  Ihem  more  favor- 
able to  the  interposition  of  State  amhbrities. 

Bat,  Kir,  it  is  said,  that  the  rights  of  State  sov- 
ereignty ought  to  be  withheld  from  the  [leople  of 
the  Territory  of  Orleans  becaose  «  majoritv  of 
the  popolation  is  composed  ofvemi grants  from 
Prance,  and  the  descendants  of  Frenchmen — 
that  among  ihese.  there  exists  s  predominant  ac- 
tachment  to  the  dovernment  of  France.  I  shall 
not  attempt  to  controvert  the  fact,  that  there  are 
individuals  of  wealth  and  infiueoce  in  that  Ter- 
ntory,  who,  from  early  habits  and  edacation.  have 
imbibed  B  strong  predilection  for  French  lawsj 
cnstoms,  and  manners.  No  lapse  of  time,  no 
change  of  situation,  can  obliterate  the  impressions 
which  the  mina  receives  from  early  precept  and 
example.  Is  it  to  be  expected  that  a  people  whose 
laws  and  irsaees,  from  time  immemorial,  have 
been  materially  different  from  those  which  con- 
stitute (he  rnle  of  conduct  in  this  country,  and 
whose  ignorance  of  our  political  insiiiutions  re- 
sults from  the  very  nature  of  the  Government 
under  \rtiich  they  have  lived,  can  raddealy  trans- 
fer tbeir  affections  from  that  system  of  jurisprti' 
dence  which  has  been  bended  down  fVom  their 
ancestor!,  lo  a  Govemroeot  whose  laws  they  do 
not  ondprsiand,  ekherio  theory  or  in  practice? 
StKh  a  transition  cannot  be  reconciled  without 
the  aid  of  practical  experience,' by  which  the 
hlesainga  of  oar  frc«  Conslitntion  are  demonstra- 


ted in  the  security  which  it  effordc  to  -the  lift^ 
liberty,  and  proprity  of  the  citizen.  How  fai 
the  original  lahabitanis  of  Louisiana  are  liablfr- 
lo  the  charge  of  French  partiality  1  am  not  pre- 
pared  to  say;  but  1  belFeve  them  to  be  an  orderly 
class  of  society — well  disposed  towards  the  Gor- 
ernment  of  the  United  States.  Those  who  man- 
iffEt  the  greatest  regard  for  Frsace  are  to  ba 
fouiid  amon^t  the  emJgranCi,  whose  views  and' 
ei|>eciaiions  carry  them  beyond  the  sitnplicitv  of 
■  Kepublicaa  form  of  goverameot.  But  while 
I  admit  iheeii.'tence  of  French  influence  in  thai 
quarter  of  the  Union  to  a  certain  extent,  I  cannot 
make  it  the  basis  on  which  to  justify  a  refusal  (o 
emancipate  the  great  body  of  the  peo^e  from  the 
trammels  of  territorial  vassalage.  Is  it  a  good 
reason,  why  the  people  who  reside  within  the  cir- 
cle ef  the  Essex  junto  sboold  not  enjoy  equal 
rights  with  the  rest  of  their  fellow -citizens,  that 
those  who  compose  that  association  are  avowedly 
the  partisans  o.f  Eoglaod  1  I  presume  a  proposi- 
tion to  trench-  upon  their  rights  wDuld  be  viewed 
with  tbeuiiBost  abhorrence  and  detestation,  as 
no  act  of  political  intnterance,  unprecedented  in 
the  history  of  this  Oovernment.    And  yet,  sir,  I  1 

venture  to  pronounce  that  these  British  ailach- 
ments,  fosteced  and  cherished  amidst  the  wionga 
and-  insults  which  we  have  received  from  that 
nation,  not  only  in  this  Kuraery  of  tory  principUM, 
hut  in  most  of  the  commercial  cities  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,^  have  already  produced  more  mischief 
to  this  nation,  than  the  miserable  French  influ- 
ence exjsliog  in  New  Orleans  would  produce  in 
half  a  century.  In  a  Oovernment  like  this,  it  ia 
in  vain  to  expect  that  men  will  not  think  and  acl 
fortbemsetvesj  and  so  far  as  their  actions  do  not 
acnount  to  an  open  violation  of  law,  they  cannot 
be  restrained  j'and  I,  for  one;  am  rery  willing  to 
"tolerate  error  of  opinion,  when  reason  is  leift 
free  to  combat  it."  By  erecting  this  Territory  into 
a  separate  and  independent  commonwealth,  and 
cranting  to  in  inhabitants  equal  civil  and  polit- 
ical rigtits  with  the  rest  of  the  Union,  you  ^ill 
merit  Ibe  confidence  aod  affection  of  those  who 
value  as  ifaey  ought,  the  imporCanl  privileges  con- 
ferred upon  them.  You  will  arrest  from  those 
who  seek  to  disturb  the  tranquillity  of  the  coun- 
try, by  excJtiog  feuds  and  internal  disorder  among 
the  people,  every  pretext  far  the  accomplishment 
of  iheit  purposes;  and  you  will  invite  to  thi^eXr 
posed  section  of  our  country  a  population,  so  ne- 
cessary io  tbe  hour  of  danger,  lo  resist  the  occtl- 
EBlion  of  the  shores  and  waters  of  the  Mississippi 
y  an  invading  enemy. 
From  the  influence  of  France  nothing  need 
be  feared.  The  distance,  by  which  we  are  sei^ 
araied  from  that  great  Power,  is  a  sufficient  guar- 
antee that  no  attempt  will  he  made  on  her  part 
to  subvert  our  atithority  in  Looisiafaa.  France 
is  not  in  a  situation  to  assail  us,  if  such  a  dispo- 
sitton  existed  in  her  ruler.  The  want  of  naval 
power,  will,  for  iBany  years  to  come,  form  an  in- 
■uperarbla  barrier  to  tie  introduction  of  a  French 
army  into  the  United  States.  Bui  the  people  oT 
the  Territory  of  Orleans  can  never  be  prevailed 
o'n  toMmmit  their  Jeslinies  to  an  adventuier; 
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the;  enjoy  not  oalf  ih«  Decemrr  eomforU,  but 
ibe  luxurtea  of  life  in  abundtnce;  (heir  JDcreas- 
iog  weilib  ruraisheB  ■  cerlBiR  pledge  of  future 
«eatDe»i.  The  QovernniEDt  of  which  the;  now 
farm  a  compooeDt  part,  though  in  many  pariicu- 
Un  diScrenl  from  ihat  in  whose  Inwa  (hey  hare 
'Imed  educated,  is  exempt  from  ihe  desolBliDg  storm 
^which  cartieH  miierf  and  disirets  into  ererf  rer 
£ioD  of  the  Old  World;  and,  under  the  auspice* 
of  our  mild  and  Baluiaiy  Cousiiiuiiaa.  they -may 
.repose  in  full  coofidence  that  their  poliiical  eon- 
neiion.wilt  not  depend  oo'ibe  whim  or  caprice 
of  ihe  tyrants  of  Europe.  Il  caoaot  be  foreotteo, 
tli^I  in  the  situation  of  colonies  Ihey  were  nou^bt 
and  sold  like  herds  of  cattle,  al  the  will  of  foreign 
nalioas.  without  regard  lo  their  feelings  or  wishes. 
With  these  ia^uperable  lies  on  tbe  allt^iance  of 
the  people  of  the  Terrilory  of  Orleans,  I  coD- 
aider  it  aa  act  both  of  juaticf  and  policy  (o  receire 
4beai  as  brothers  in  tfie  great  American  family. 

Permit  me,  now,  sir,  (o  call  the  Hli«atioa  of  the 
House  lo  tbe  ar^meot  of  the  gentleman  froo) 
Massachusetts.  We  are  told  by  ihat  BeutletQaa. 
that  the  provisioDs  of  this  bill  are  in  airtrt  bos- 
liliiy  to  tbe  CoosiiiuiioD,  and  materially  aSeci 
tbe  rights  and  liberties  of  the  whole  peopCe  of  tbe 
United  Slates.  Tbal  the  creation  of  new  Slates, 
or  "  political  sorereigoiies,"  without  the  original 
limits  of  the  UniletT  Statesj  is  an  usurpation  of 
power  not  warranted  by  a  sound  construotion 
of  the  CoQsttiulion.  In  itie  consideraiioo  of  ihiA 
Bubjecl  two  questions  arise;  first,  whether  tb« 
United  States  can  acquire  foreign  territory,  and 
by  what  means?  And  whether  the  territory  so 
uquired  can  be  admitted  into  the  Uoion  as  an 
inaependeot  State  1  By  the  fourth  article  of  ibe 
Constitution,  Congress  are  authorized,  "to  dia 
pose  of,  and  make  all  needful  rules  and  regula 
tionsrespecting  tbe  territory  of  Ihe  United  States.' 
This  provision  contains  an  express  recognition  of 
the  light  not  only  to  possess  territory,  but  to  dis- 
pose uf  and  regulate  it  in  any  manner  which 
Coi>gress  may  think  cptisislent  with  tbe  general 
good.  If  then  the  power  (o  hold  territory,  and 
to  regulate  it  without  limitation,  is  expressly  giveu 
to  the  Oeoetal  Government,  the  rigbc  to  acquire 
it  follows  aa  an  indispeosable  attribuia  of  aover- 
eretgnty.  And  this  opioioois  supported  by  ifae 
enomeration  of  powers  given  to  Congress. in  the 
Constitution.  A  nation  can  extend  its  territorial 
limits  either  by  conquesi  or  by  iteeiy.    If  in  the 

eoseculion  of  a  juit  and  legitimate  war,  or  by 
ir  and  bona  j^  coDttacI,  one  natioo  acquires 
the  possession  of  territory  which  originally  be- 
loDged  to  aaotber,  it  becomes  incorporated  wilb 
the  domain  of  the  Power  to  whom  it  is  thus  trans' 
ferred,  aod  cannot  be  disiinguished  from  any  other 
portion  of  territory  overwnich  the  sovereign 
thoriiy  of  the  nation  extends. 

By  the  eighth  section  of  tb«  first  article  of 
tbe  Constitutioo,  the  power  is  given  lo  Congress 
"  to  declare  war,  grant  letters  of  marque  and  re- 

C'laL,  and  make  rules  concerning  captures  on 
d  and  water ;"  and  by  the  second  section  of 
tbe  second  article,  the  President,  by  and  with 
^  advice  tnd  coosenl  of  the  Senate,  is  rested 


lb  power  "  10  make  traatic*,  provided  tw<»-ibirda 
of  tbe  Senator*  present  cohcar."    From  these 

Kauls  of  power  lo  the  CoDsiitotioD,  it  la  mmifest 
at  the  United  Slates  can,  wiiboui  a  rio)ati<Hi 
of  that  instrument,  acquire  and  bold  foreigii  ler- 
riiory.  Theauibority  to  dispose  of,  and  the  lataai 
of  acquiring  trrritory',  being  exclusively  eoofided 
to  the  Gt'oeral  Goveromeat,  aod  prohibiied  to  tbe 
Stales,  it  would  require  clear  and  distinct  o^k- 
tive  expressions  to  confine  tbal  power  within  any 
particular  geographical  limits.  The  CoiislitutioR 
contains  no  probibilion  of  the  right  to  acquire 
itory,  either  by  war  or  compact,  but  ibe  lauei 
alternative  has  been  adopted  by  this  OovernmeBt, 
wbosa  policy  is  founded  in  justice,  and  whose  ob- 
ject is  peace. 

Having  shown  that  the  United  Stale*  posaea^ 
coastitutionally,  the  pawer  and  the  meaaa  of  ob- 
tainiog  foreign  lerriiory]  tt^e  only  point  which 
remains  to  be  discussed,  is,  whether  new  Slates 
may  be  created  without  tbe  ancient  limits  of  tbe 
UmieJ  State*.  In  ihe  invesiigaiion  of  this  pari 
of  the  subject,  (I  wilt  be  aecessary  to  take  a  cur- 
sory view  of  tbe  trealy-making  power,  and  of  the 
convention  between  the  Uoiiea  Slates  aod  France 
of  tbe  30<b  April,  1803.  It  is  an  uaivenal  prin- 
ciple iu  all  Goveromeots,  whether  their  fcHm  be 
despotic  or  free,  to  vest  the  Chief  Rxecniive 
MagtEtrBte,  ia  some  shape  or  other,  wiib  the  sole 
power  of  entering  igto  pacts,  Ireaiies,  and  conven- 
lioos,  with  foreign  nations ;  attdralihougb  the  cob* 
curreiicc  of  no-ordinate  departmeais  of  tbe  Qaw' 
eromentmay  be  necessary  to  give,  validity  to  tbe 
act  of  tbe  Execuiive,  in  no  instance  con  a  ueaty 
be  formed  without  his  assent.  The  national  ae- 
euiity  against  the  abuse  of  Ibis  power  consists  in 
the  Holicitude  which  each  feets  to  make  the  best 
bargain  for  the  people  over  whom  his  authority 
extends.  "Ia  BDsland,(*ays6ir  WiOiluiiBiv^- 
'  «lofie.)  itia  the  Eina's  prerogaliveio  aaake  irea- 
'  liea,  leagues,  and  aTlianeea  with  fbrNsa  States 
'  and  Princes ;  £»,  it  is  by  Ihe  laws  <?  natioaa 
'  essential  to  the  goodness  of  a  league  that  it  be 
'  made  by  the  sovereign  Power,  and  ihea  it  ia 
*  binding  en  ibe  whole  community  ;  and  ia  Bny- 
'land  tbe  sovereign  powetfuood  hoc  is  vested  ■■ 
'  the  person  of  the  King.  Wbatevet  coatracta 
'  therefore  he  esgages  in,  no  other  power  in  tbe 
'  Ein«domcBnlegallydelay,reiiist,oraaBul.  Aod 
'  yet,  lest  this  plenitude  of  authority  should  be 
'  abused,  to  the  detriment  of  the  public,  the  con- 
'  stitutioa  (as  was  hinted  before)  has  here  iaier- 
'  posed  a  check,  by  the  mean*  i^  Parliamentarf 
'  impeacbmeni,  for  the  punishment  of  such  Min- 
'  istefs  as  from  criminal  mottvrs  advise  or  cob- 
'  Cludeany  treaty  which  shall  aftermuds be  judged 
'  to  derosate  frop  the  honor  aod  ioieiest  of  the 
'  naiioQ.''  But,  says  the  gentleman  from  Maasa- 
chusetia,  "  Suppose  that  monarch  should  make  a 
'  treaty  stipulating  that  Hanover  or  Uiodosun 
'  should  have  a  right  of  representation  on  tbe  Boor 
'  of  Parliameut,  would  a^ioh  a  ircatv  be  biniMag  V 
The  obvious  reply  to  this  farrfetcoed  interroga- 
tory is,  that,  if  these  eduniries  formed  i  part  ei 
the  British  dominions,  ibe  necessary  slatntes  lo- 
earry  such  a  stipulation  into  effect  wotild  mak« 
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jlobligvloiy  OBttia  British  nation,  aad' no  power 
IB  the  Klogdoin  could  **  Ivgalljr  dtlar,  resist,  er 
anDuPit.  Thare  ia  aothiagin  ttre  British  coa- 
atitDiiofl  to  eoatrol  the-  treetv-UaktBg  paver  of 
[hat  conatiry,  and  therefore  toe  Kinx  D>a]r  proj>- 
erlv  coDtntct  for  ibe  etienaioD  of  citjE  aoU  polit- 
iealrtghts.  TheCooititDiiQnofthe  United  Stales 
j*  more  guarded  id  ihU  particular.  The  ireaif- 
m ailing  power  is  eompoaed  of  the  President  and 
two-thirds  of  the  SeiiHtors  preseei;  and  wbene- 
Ter  Hppro|>ria(iDas  ofnionef  are  aeeesiary  to  carry 
«  Ireaiv  into  effect,  the  immediate  Represeota- 
tirra  of  the  people  hue  a  salutary  ebeek  on  the 
other  two  tpiochea. 

This  viae  and  judioioiu  distribotion  of  power 
formtaD  impenetnibla  bulwark  arAand  the  libar- 
ties  of  the  Ameriean  people.  If ,  from  accident 
or  detigo.  the  President  shonld  enier  into  engago- 
ments  wiib  a>forrign  oalioa  iQeompaitble  with 
the  general  prindples  or  eipiesx  ptovislooi  of  the 
CouaiiKiiioD.  the  iaterpoaitioa  of  the  other  de- 
psrtineiits  will  afford  a  seasonable  eorieetiTe  to 
■uch  a  dereliction  of  duty.  It  is,  however,  to  be 
presumed,  that,  iu  all  aur  traoMciions  with  for- 
ei^  eounirtes,  the  iuflueDee  of  national  atlach- 
meniB  will  itiducetha  Execuiire  Councils  to  pro- 
.mate.aB  far  as  possible.tbe  welfare  of  the  United 
States,  it  Would,  indeed,  be  a  novelty  to  polili- 
eal  history,  that  ao  iBdWidoal  who  is  ratssd  by 
the  ToIuDtary  stiffra^  of  Jiis  feUow-citizeos  lo 
the  finiofflfic  io  tbeir  gift  should  prAsiiate  their 
TightsaBdhiapovertttfaefcetofa  foreign  Prince. 
Gratitude,  peraoual  raipect,  Ion  of  power,  and  in 
short  every  mottite  wfaish  etn  aeiual«'the  faumaQ 
mtod,  operate  to  prnduee  a  different  reinl  t.  Theiw 
are  the  only  TestriciioDs  which  have  boen  thooght 
by  the  founders  of  the  ConsiiiutioD  essentiarto 
guard  igaiust  the  eocroachmeots  of  the  (reaty- 
making  power  io  this  coaatry.  ^The  ennraera- 
tioa  in  the  CoMtitution  which  deSoes  the  powers 
of  the  tespeetivfl  departoienn  was  not  intended 
to  apply  la  Ireade*  and  conventions  eolered  into 
with  foretgn  aatious.  It  woald  have  been  unrea- 
sonabk  to  hare  attempted  a  apeoificaiisn  of  all 
the  cases  in  which  eaiernal  regulations  would 
from  time  tg  time  become  expedient  and  oeees- 
sary.  No  hamaa  being  could  foresee  all  the 
eontinffeneies  that  niighl  ocour  ia  the  practical 
operation  of  the  .GhrermQent  whidh  require  the 
interposition  of  the  ticaiy-ffiaktog  power.  I  ibere- 
fbre  aoflMnd  thai  a  treaty  once  ratified  by  each 
co-ordinate  department  of  thre  Ooreromeut  be- 
comes the  supreme  kwof  the  laad,  sod  is  as  bind- 
ing on  this  Hoase  a* an  article  in  [be  Coustiiu- 
tionitpelf.  Toillasirateihisposiiion  beyoadthe 
Teach  of  contradiction,  and  to  give  to  reason  the 
aid  of  an  express  proyisiDii  in  tbe  Couaiiiuiion, 
I  beg  leave  to  qaote  from  aniote  six  ihe-followibg 
words  -.  ''  This  CtmstiiitiioD,  and  the  laws  of  the 
'  United  Bikte*  which  tbaH  h«  roadejn  pursu- 
'ance  thereof,  oMtatifKotiw  mode  or  wAuAfbiU 
<  bemadeiuultTthemMorityo/aeUitUedSMe; 
'  s&oU  be  the  Mipreme  late  of  tlu.btnd.  And  the 
'Judges  in  ev^y  Stale  shall  be  bound  thereby, 
'  anything  in  the  ooMiitolion  or  laws  of  any  State 
'  W  Uw  ooutiaKy  ustwithstaadittg."    The  diaiiac- 
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tion  here  taken  between  laws  and  trtxies  cauMt 
be  Diisnodettiood :  laws  are  to  be  made  io  piirsa- 
■nee  of  the  Consiituiion,  treaties  "ander  ine  an- 
thoritir  ol  the  United  States."  I  admit,  sir,  that 
an  article  in  a  treaty  which  would  go  to'eontra- 
veneanexiHcsinroviEioaoftheContiitutioii  would 
notbebinoiagtnut  wJio  is  tobs  the  arbiter  between 
tbe  treaty-making  power  and  (be  Constitutionl 
Will  you  canfide  this  giganiic  power  la  the  Su- 
preme Coortof  the  United  Slates,  and  give  to  that 
tribunal  the  exposition  of  all  controversies  grow- 
ing out  of  (reatiei  or  cooreotioas  with  foreign  na- 
tions? I  presume  no  geittlctnan  wllh  adranee  a 
docl/ine  so  abtord  and  ridiculoaa.  If,  [hen,  the 
other  three  braochesof  tbe  Qen,eral  Qovernment 
determine  a  treaty  Constitutional,  by  passiof  tht 
necessary  lawa  to  carry  it  into  effect,  it  becomes 
at  once  the  supreme  law  of  tbe  laud  i^  abd,  so  far 
as  its  stipulations  secure  pertonal  privileges  tod 
the  tighli  of  property,  they  must  be  fulfilled. 

Let  us  DOW  inquire  what  arc  the  obligations 
which  we  have  eentracted  in  relation  to  the  inhnb- 
itantsof  LfOuisiana  by  the  Treaty  cf  Cession  with 
tbe  French  Repablio.  The  third  article  of  that 
treaty  stipulates   that  "The  iobabitants  of  tbe   - 


'as  possible,  aeoording  to  the  pricciples  of  the 
'  FederalCoDstitutioD,  to  theenjeymebtofall  the 
'  right!  sad  immuniiiet  of  citizens  of  tbe  United 
'  States;  and,"  in  the  taFan  time,  they  Aall  be 
'  maintained  and  protected  in  the  free  enjoyment 
'of  their  liberty,  property, end  the  religion  which 
'  they  profess."  And  are  ne  sitting  here  to  delib- 
erate whether  we  will  perform  these  silleiiin  ea- 
gageroeou  vrbich  have  l>een  entered  into  by  the 
,conititnted  authorities,  and  which  are  preseated 
to  us  io  tbe  iiDposing  attitude  of  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land!  Are  not  the  principle*  of  the 
Constitution  in  unison  with,  these  engagements  1 
Article  fonr,  section  three:  "New  Slates  may  be 
'  admitted  by  the  Congress  into  thii  Union ;  bnt 
'  BO  new  Stale  shall  be  formed  or  erected  wit&io 
'  the  juriadictioa  of  any  other  8tite,oorBny  State 
'  belonaedby  the  junction  of  iwoor  more  States,  ' 
'  or  parts  of  Siatea,  without  ihe^oasent  of  the 
'  Siaiea  concerned,  ts  well  as  of  tbe  Coagreas." 
Here,then.is  a  general  power  to  admit newStatw, 
'  I  challenge  any  gentleman  to  show  that  it  u 


which  contains  snch  a  limitation,  efea 
by  the  remotest  iroplicaiion.  Such  a  consiruc- 
tion  would  not  only  be  contrary  Io  tbe  letter,  but 
10  the  spirit  of  tbe  article  to  which  1  have  refer- 
red. For,  if  other  territory  than  that  which 
belon^d  to  tbe  United  States  at  the  time  of  the 
ndoptlon  of  the  Federal  Caoatllulioo  tvaa  not 
intended  to  be  iucorpotwied  into  the  Union,  whf 
has  it  been  the  oOBstant  prabtice  of  the  Ooveru- 
meat  to  annex  Indian  territory  to  the  old  States, 
and  10  form  (mw  States  of  lands  purchased  from 
the  differebt  tribes  oflndians  in  ibe  United  States? 
They  ate  foreign  Powers— acknowledged  and 
ir^ied  with  as  sttchj  from  the  commcnoemeat  of 
the  Qoveriti^li  and  the  otqeoiloai  urged  on  thb 
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oeeaiiioD  would  apply  wiib  equRl  force  Bgaintt 
ihe  citiDguiibmrnt  of  tbe  Indian  litie. 

I  trust,  sir,  ibat  eoough  ba*  been  laid  tottiirfj 
tretj  candid  indivLdual  of  this  body,  tfaat  tbe 
Territory  wbich  it  ia  tbe  object  of  ibis  bill  lo 
create  into  a  teparaie  CommonweaUh,  vms  fairly 
end  oonstiiuiioaally  arqaired  ;  tbai  we  are  bound 
by  the  Mcred  obliniions  of  treaty  to  extend  to 


that  there  extvta  no  Conttiiuiioaal  barrier  to  a 
folfiliDent  of  that  undertaking  on  tbe  {larl  of  tbe 
United  Stntn.  The  most  approved  wriier  (  Vat- 
Ul)oa  ptiblic  law,  declare!  tbat  "be  who  ha* 
'  toade  ■  pto(ui«e  lo  any  one,  baa  conferred  upon 
'  him  ■  irne  right  to  require  tbe  tbiog  promiied, 
'and  that,  coDiequenilv,  iwt  to  keep  a  perfect 
*  promiae,  is  to  tiotate  [be  right  of  another;  and 
'  IS  aa  manifest  aa  iojuMice  as  that  of  depriving 
'  a  person  of  bi«  property.    And  further,  as  the 


'^engagementa 
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*  a  ^rTeet  obligation,  tbay  produce  on  the  ditier 
*a  perfect  right.  Toviolate  a  treaty,  then,  is  to 
'  violate  tbe  perfect  riehi  of  bita  who  whom  we 
<  have  contracted,  and  tbia  is  to  do  him  an  in- 
'  jury."  .  I  eoDceiTe  ihe  character  of  the  natioa 
to  Iw deeply  involved  in  the  qaeation  now  before 
ibe  Hotise.  If  we  refuse  to  perform  the  legal, 
Bioral,'and  political  obligation  which  ii  imposed 
on  us  hy  ilie  Treaty  of  Cession,  to  incorporate 
tbe  inBabiianis  of  the  ceded  Territory  into  the 
Union,  and  to  admit  tbem  to  the  enjoyment  of 
■II  tbe  rights  and  pririteges  of  citizens,  we  shall 
deserve  to  be  branded  with  the  odiotti  epithet  of 
a  faithless  nation,  we  shall  merit  the  censure  of 
(he  civilized  world,  and  the  just  resentment  of 
lb*  people  to  whom  iheae  rights  and  privileges 
oogbi  to  be  extended. 

Ur.  Speaker,  I  enter  with  lively  aensibility  on 
tbat  potuoD  of  the  remarks  made  by  the  honora' 
ble  gentleman  from  Maasaehuaetts,  wbich  me- 
naea  insurreatioo  and  a  dissolution  of  the  Union. 
Bad  these  aentiments  fallen  from  the  gentleman 
in  tbe  ardor  of  debate,  while  the  imagiDaiion  was 
'  ioBimed  with  an  uneooqaerable  zeal  to  prove  the 
imttolicy  of  tbe  measure  aoder  consideration,  or 
bad  they  been  offered  in  the  ebape  of  pouible* 
tesullB,  1  should  have  regarded  them  only  with 
piiy  and  contempt;  but  the  gentleman  declares 
It  to  be  his  ''deliberate  opinion,  that  if  this  bill 
'  patsei,  the  bonds  of  ibis  Union  are  virtually 
'  dissolved ;  that  the  Stales  whicb  compose  il  are 
'  free  from  their  moraf  obli^tions,  and  that,  ae  it 
'  will  be  tbe  right  of  all,.so  it  will  be  the  doty  of 

*  some,  to  prepare  definliel  v  for  a  separation— 
'  amicably  if  thef  can,  violently  if  litj  must." 
Influenced  by  a  desire  to  stamp  on  these  exprea- 
■icns  tberr  merited  disgrace,  and  to  preserve  dig- 
nity and  decorum  in  our  deliberatioas,  I  felt  it 

,  my  duty  to  call  tbe  gentleman  to  order.  Per- 
baps  in  doing  so,  I  was  actuated  more  by  a  sud- 
den impulse  of  feeling  than  by  an  aec  urate  knowl- 
edge  of  Parliamentary  proceediags.  I  am  aiill, 
however,  impressed  witb  a  eonviciion  tbat  these 
aacred  w^ll:',  (ht  sanctuary  j)f  the  liberties  of  the 
Ameiican  people,  otlgbt  ooi  to  be  polluted  by 


to  rebeUion  against  the  Got- 
ernment,  ol  Whieh  we  are  a  constituent  pari; 
but  the  liberality  and  the  courtesy  of  tbe  Hoose 
have  overruled  that  opioiof],  and  the  gentleman 
was  permitted  to  proceed.  Are  we,  then,  aboat 
to  commit  an  act  which  is  to  burst  asander  the 
bonds  of  our  political  Union,  and  prostrate  ibe 
glorious  fabric  wbicb  has  been  reared  by  the 
valor  of  our  ancestors'?  Sir,  when  I  look  at  the 
events  wbich  led  to  the  acquisition  of  LiOuisiaoB, 
and  theeflbrts  made  at  that  time  by  those  who 
apposed  the  measures  of  the  Administration  to 
call  forth  the  national  energies  for  the  purpose  of 
securioir  that  impdriaot  ooint  by  eonqueit,lesi  i( 
should  fall  into  the  hanos  of  a  powerful  neigh- 
bor, and  compare  them  with  the  declaration! 
now  made  hy  the  genilemao  from  Massac bnietts, 
I  am  filled  with  astooishnKnt.  I  cantiot  believe 
that  tbe  party  with  whom  that  gentleman  is  in 
the  habit  of  acting,  will  support  tbe  viaionary 
theories  and  fraatic  aniicipatians  which  he  hai 
advanced  on  tbe  present  oocasiou.  For  the  honor 
of  every  real  American  who  is  rataked  with  tbe 
Federal  party,  I  hope  that  these  idle  dreama  of 
political  insaoiiv  will  be  suffered  to  vaniab  with- 
out a  struggle  before  the  effulgent  snnahiae  of 

I  should,  indeed,  rejoiee  to  find,  that,  is  thU 
instance,  aa  in  the'  baaelet*  impeachmeBt  inni- 
tuted  by  the  gentleman  against  tbe  illuatrioos 
Jefferson,  be  ihould  be  once  more  exhibited  to  k 
laughing  audieDce,  a  solitary  unit  on  your  jour- 
oals  in  tavor  of  prineiplea  so  abhorrent  to  everj 
good  citizen.  But,  sir,  permit  me  to  analyze  tbe 
caae  wbicb  it  is  said  will  .be  productive  of  this 
great  national  calamity.  Previims  to  the  adop- 
tion of  tbe  Federal  ConsiitutioD,  while  Louis- 
iana was  a  Spanish  province,  tbe  uee  BavigatiOD 
of  the  rivN  Mississippi  was  an  object  whieh  en- 
gaged Ihe  attention  and  oecnpied  the  labora  of 
tbe  ablest  statesmen  known  in  the  councils  of  the 
country.  In  the  celebrated  debates  on  the  ratiS- 
cation  of  the  Conatitetion,  in  tbe  Conveatioa  of 
Virginia,  it  waa  nrg^  ai  a  reason  against  tbe 
adoption  of  the  new  form  of  Government,  tbat 
the  commerce  of  the  Miasitsippt  would  be  ieai 
secure  than  under  tbe  Con  federation.  In  answer 
to  these  BD^esiioDs,  whieh  were  supported  with 
great  Zealand  ability,  tbe  diatingoisbed  cbaraciei 
who  DOW  fills  the  exalted  atatioo  of  Chief  Magis- 
trate, slated,  that  "  neither  the  old  Confederacf 
nor  the  new  Constitution,  involve*  tbe  right  to 
give  tbe  navigation  of  the  Mississippi."  ft  wsa 
admitted  by  ail  to  be  essential  to  ine  welfare  of 
every  aection  of  the  United  States  to  maintaia 
the  right  to  navigate  freely  Ibis  great  outlet  to 
the  products  of  tbe  Western  States.  Soon  after 
the  new  OovernmenI  was  establishedj  n^oiia- 
tions  were  commeiieed  to  secure  this  important 
objeclf  md  by  Ibe  fcurth  Article  of  the  treaty 
concluded  on  tbe  S7tb  day  of  October,  1795,  be- 
tween the  United  States  aitd  Spain,  it  was  stip< 
ulated,  tbat  "the  navigation  of  tbe  Mississippi, 
'  in  its  whole  breadth,  from  it^  source  to  the 
'  ocean,  shall  be  fVee  ontv  to  his  subjeeis,  and  to 
'  citizens  of  tbe  United  otatea,  unless  he  should 
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'  eilend  th)«  privilege  to  the  subjects  of  other 
'  Powers  by  BpecislcoQTention."  And  iotheSSJ 
article  of  the  Hme  treaty  it  was  agreed,  tbal  in 
"  CODiieqQeQce  of  the  ilipnlalions  contained  in 
'tbe  fourth  Hrticle,  His  Catholic  Ml  jest  y  will 
'  peiinii  tbe  citizens  of  the  United  Slates,  for  the 

<  space  of  three  Tears  frotn  tbis  time,  lo  deposite 
'their  mefchaDdice  and  efiects  in  the  part  of 
'  New  Orleans,  aad  to  export  theia  from  tbcnce 
'  without  layiog  any  other  duty,  ihati  a  fair  price 
'for  ihe  hire  of  the  stores,  and  His  Majesty  prom- 
■  ises  either  to  coDiioae  this  permisiion,  if  be 
'  finds  dating  that  lime  that  it  is  not  prejudicial 

<  to  tbe  ialerest  of  Spain,  or  if  be  should  not 
'  agree  lo  coniintie  it  there,  ha  will  assign  to 
'  them  on  another  part  of  tbe  banks  at  the  Mis- 
'  aissippi  an  eqniralent  establish nient."  The  sub- 
ject remained  in  this  sitnaiion  until  the  year 
1^^  when  the  Spanish  authorities  at  New  Or- 
lea OB,  after  the  eouatry  had  been  transferred  to 
France  by  tbe  Treaty  of  8i.  lldefooso,  prohib- 
ited tbe  deposite  of  American  "  merchandise  and 
effects"  at  New  Orleans,  without  assigning,  on 
anotber  part  of  the  banks  of  ths  Mississippi,  an 
equivalent  establishment.  The  circnmsiances 
were  communicated  to  Congress  by  President 
JefiersOD,  and  a  Special  BnToy  nominated,  with 
a  Tiew  lo  obtain  the  country  oa  both  sides  the 
Mississippi,  by  amicable  negotiation.  'Well,  sir, 
what  was  iheeonduct  of  gentlemen  whose  politi- 
cal opinJora  correspond  with  those  of  the  penile- 
m^  from  Massaehuselts  on  that  occasion  T  We 
vere  told  that  it  would  not  do  to  trust  to  tbe 
tardy  process  of  negotiation  In  a  matter  which 
inTolved,  so  materially,  the  Interest  of  the  nation ; 
immediate  war  Was  recommended,  and  the  wise 
measure  ad  opted  by  President  JefTersoo  was  fondly 
eondemned.  An  eloquent  gentleman  from  Penn- 
•ylvania,  then  a  member  of  the  other  House, 
(Mr.  Robs,)  asserted  that  "  (o  the  free  naviga- 
'  tioD  of  (hat  rlrer  we  nadan  nndoubled  righifrom 
'  Nature,  and  from  the  position  of  the  Wt 
*  country" — that  "boEiility,  in  its  most'oSe 
'  sbape,  had  been  offered  by  those  who  disclaim 

<  all  right  to  the  soil,  and  the  SDvereignty  of  thai 
'  country;  an  hostility  fatal  to  tbe  happiness  of 
'  the  Western  world.  Why  not  seize,  then,  what 
'  is  so  essential  to  us  as  a  nation?"  And  in  a 
subsequent  part  of  the  remarks  made  by  the  same 
geiTileman,  he  admonishes  tbe  Ooremment  ~ 
these  eniphatic  terms :  "  Plant  yourselves'on  I 
'rirer,  fSrtify  its  banVs,  invite  those  who  have 
'an  interest  at  stake  to  defend  it,  do  justic 

<  voarselTes  when  your  adversaries  deny  it, 
'leave  the  event  to  Him  who  rules  the  fate  of 
'  nations."  Tbe  disaffectjon  of  the  Western 
Slates  was  then  predicted  by  ihe  same  prophetic 
ipirii  which  now  warns  us  of  Baaiern  malcoU' 
teols.  New  Orleans  was  then  the  goat  of  their 
affections.  The  country  must  be  instantly  con- 
quered, or  the  Uoiiia  woald  be  dismembered, 
Bat  tbe  wisdom  of  the  Statesman  who  then  filled 
the  Executive  chair  foresaw  a  difibreat  re 
The  dignified  and  bonorable  appeal,  tvbich 
medelo  the  justice  and  true  interests  of  the 
French  lutiion,  tetouoated  in  the  purchase  of 


Lonisiana.  TJiis  event,  so  highly  advantageous 
tn  the  nation,  diffused  general  joy  throughout  the 
Uniled  Slates;  but  the  heroes  whose  valor  would 
have  hurried  them  into  a  premature  and  unjust 
war  to  accomplish  ibis  end,  fouod  no  difficulty 
in  expelling  from  their  minds  tbe  idea,  that  this 
country  was  "  so  essantial  to  ns  as  a  nation."  New 
Orleans  suddenly  lost  all  its  charms.  Louisiana 
becanie  a  wilderness  of  svsmps  and  marshes,  and 
tb^vBst  eitent  of  territory  which  we  had  ao 
quired  was  one  day  lo  produce  the  downfall  of  the 
Republic. 
The  gentleman  from  Massacbuseils  seems  to 
lagine,  that  the  crisis  has  arrived  when  this  pre- 
diction  is  to  be  fulfilled.  Tou  are,  says  be,  about 
D  admit  a  "new  partner  into  the  confederacy 
witboui  (he  original  limits  of  the  United  Slates, 
which  tends  to  diminish  the  political  power  of 
the  original  partners,  and  according  to  the  unde- 
niable ^riUciples  of  moral  law  the  obligation  of 
our  national  compact  is  dissolved."  What,  sir, 
does  the  gentleman  mean  by  political  power  in 
the  original  partners  7  Have  we  such  a  tbina  a» 
patent  power  In  tbe  United  States?  Thank  God, 
air,  we  nave  neither  Counts,  Dukes,  or  Lords,  nor 
members  of  the  Grand  Legion  of  Honor,  nor  any 
other  gtade  of  privileged  orders  in  this  couatrr 
who  possess  "political  power"  by  lineal  or  col- 
lateral descent,  or  by  purchase.  In  tbe  Qovero- 
meni  all  power  is  rested  in  and  flows  from  the 
people,  and  we  sit  liere,  not  as  their  masters,  but 
servants,  and  lo  that  august  tribanal  are 
insible  for  the  fidelity  with  which  weeze- 
I  trust  confided  to  us.  Political  power 
then  being  in  the'great  body  of  the  people,  it  can- 
not be  defiqlidy  apportioned  among  the  Stales, 
but  each  Siaie  possesses  weight  ^oportionate  to 
its  numbers.  If  for  instance  iwo-thirdsorihe  popu- 
lation of  Virginia  should  remove  to  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory,  which  they  have  a  perfect  right 
to  do,  ihe  influence  of  Virginia  in  ihe  National 
Councils,  in  point  of  represeatation,  would  be 
two-thirds  less  than  at  present ;  and  it  might  wilb 
equal  justice  be  said  that  a  Stale,  iaferior  in  p»- 
liiical  power  at  the  time  of  the  compact  was  eo- 
leied  into,  should  remain  in  that  situation  adin- 
Jinitum,  as  to  contend  tbar  a  number  of  citizens 
residing  in  a  Territory  belonging  to  the  United 
Stales  should  not  be  admitted  to  the  enjoymett 
of  those  poliiioal  rights,  lo  which  from  their  num- 
bers they  are.  entitled.  It  resells  from  the  very 
nature  of  our  Qovernmeni,  that  political  influ- 
ence fluctuates  in  ptoportina  to  the  Bugmenia- 
tion  or  dimiouiion'or  population,  in  thi  various 
sections  of  tbe  country.  The  addition  of  Gfly 
thousand  inhabitants  to  Ihe  whole  people  of  the 
United  Slates  increases  the  political  weight  of  Ihe 
whole,  just  in'Ihe  same  ratio  that  a  similar  addi- 
tion to  an  army  would  increase  its  physical 
strength.  If,  aj  the  gentleman  has  alleged,  the 
proportions  of  political  power,  in  the  several 
States,  it  an  "inalienable,  essential,  intaQgible 

I  right,"  it  must  fcrever  remain  ilie  same,  like  a 
chartered  privilege,  let  tbe  weight  of  population 
rest,  where  it  may.  Such  a  principle  is  inconsist- 
«Dt  with  the  genius  of  a  free  Qarerument,  and 
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fncbmpfetible  wtlb  the  aaiewtiga  ■nlhoiuy  ef  Ihe 
peaple. 

Mr.  Speaker,  on  ill  the  ^teat  questiODt  which 
bare  been  discussed  in  thii  Houie  for  the  1^' 
'foar  fears,  a  war  with  EnglaiiJ  aod  a  leparatioo 
of  Ihe  Eastern  States  from  the  Uoion  hare  been 
eoOBtacKly  [hrbwa  in  Ibe  way  to  obstruct  the 
meaiute*  of  the  AdmloisiratiDD.  Wby  these  tub- 
jecti  hare  (tone  hand  in  haad,  I  leave  geotlenieD 
who  are  in  the  secret  to  eiplain.  It  ought  not  to 
be  forgotten  that  on  a  propo»itian  to  repeal'the 
embargo,  BE  a  time  when  ilt  effects  were  cererely 
feit,  both  )□  Great  Bii tain  and  her  colooies,  the 
genilemaD  from  Massachuseils  io|d  us  thai  the 
people  of  New  EDgland  were  prepared  for  insur- 
rection and  revolt,  unless  (hat  measure  of  resist- 
ance to  the  aggressing  belligerents  was  relin- 
quished. And  contemporaDeousty  with  these  opin- 
ions, nttered  on  the  floor  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
aeaiaii*ei,  the  British  Minister,  resident  in  the 
Vnited  SiBies,  made  a  coDGdeniial  communica' 
lion  to  his  QaTeinmeat,in  which  a  dissolutioa  of 
tbe  Union  was  deemed  a  probable  event,  should 
the  coinmerciiil  embarrassmenis  of  ibis  countt 
continue.  Fioai  whom  that  Minister  recnved  hi 
infurmaiion,  90  gentleman  acquainted  with  the 
liisiory  of  that  iraosaction.can  doubt.  Hewho  de- 
liberately wields  the  "  misehier-meditatiag"  hand 
of  citil  com  motion,  will  seldom  hesitate  as  to  the 
mean*  which  he  employs  to  accotnplish  «  fav 
ite  object.  The. mind,  which  once  resolves 
political  parricide,  can  never  be  restored  to  a  se 
of  moral  virtue  and  integrity.  Aod  wrelctied 
deed  would  be  tbe  fate  of  this  country,  wera 
deatinies  committed  to  those  who  openly  stow 
that  'inteniion.  The  oototiQui  conspiracy  of 
Aaron  Burr  bad  for  its  basis  tbe  detestable  pro- 
ject of  didmemherlng  the  Union.  And  what,  sir, 
was  the  fate  gf  that  infatuated  individual  7  Ex- 
iled rromhisnaiivecountry,ia  which  he  once  held 
a  distinguished  place, ngt  only  la  the  adininistra- 
'  tion  of  Its  Government,  but  aiso  in  the  affectioiii 
of  the  people;  a  beggar  in  Paris,  and  a  fit  instiu- 
meot  to  be  used  by  foreign  Courts,  10  bring  dis- 
Uesa  and  ruin  on  the  couniiy,  from  which  his 
Grille*  have  expelled  him.  And  yet  that  man 
did  nut  dare  to  go  the  lengths  which  the  gentle' 
inaD  from  Massachuseils  bas  been  permitted  to 
go  within  these  walls.  Did  Aaroa  Burr,  in  all 
the  ramincatioDs  of  his  treasonable  projects,  ever 
declare,  to  anasse^nbly  of  citizens,  that  the  Slates 
were  free  from  iheir  moral  obligationsl  "And 
■  thit  as  it  will  be  the  right  of  all,  so  it  will  be  the 
*  duty  of  some  10  prepare  definitely  for  a  separa- 
'  tion,  peaceably  if' they  can,  riolenily  if  ihey 
'  must  7"  No,  sir.  Had  such  exptessioas  been  es- 
Ublished,  by  the.  evidence  on  his  trial,  I  hazard 
an  opinion,  that  it  would  bare  pivduced  a  very 
different  result.  Perhaps,  sir,  instead  of  exile,  he 
would  have  been  consigaeU  to  a  gibbet.  For  it. 
canuot  be  concealed  that  the  language  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  if  aocompanied  by 
an  oreri  act,  to' carry  the  threat  which  it  contains 
into  execution,  would  amount  to  ireasoa,  accord- 
ing to  its  literal  and  technical  detiaitlon  in  the 
CoQstituiiQnaodUws  of  the  United  Siatea.    The' 


fate  of  Aaron  Bflrt  ouaht  to  be  a  salutary  wktd- 
inc  against  treatonahle  machinations — and  if 
oiners,  baring  ibe  same  riewi,  do  not  share  ■ 
similar  fate,  it  will  not  be  because  they  do  not 
deserve  it.  Sir,  the  geotienun  from  >MassacliD- 
setla,  uitfortunately  for.  himsflf,  has  referred  to' 
the  opinions  of  the  present  Minister  in  Rusiia. 
Comparisons  are  indeed  odious — but  on  this  00- 
caiion  the  gentleman  has  iarited  the  eentrast. 
In  tbe  memorahie  discussioit  on  tbe  Louisiana 
treaty,  Mr.  Adams  said, "I  consider  the  object  at 
'  of  tbe  highest  advantage  10  us;  and  [be  geotle- 
'  man  from  Kentocky  biniielf,*  who  has  displayed 
'  wilhsomuchetnqueqce  tbe  immense  imputtance 
'  to  this  Union  q[  the  posseitsion  of  the  ceded  coud- 
'  try,  cannot  carry  bis  ideas  on  thai  subject  further 
'  than  I  do."  And  00  a  subsequent  occasion,  when 
called  upon  to  decide  ihe  delicate  question'whe- 
liter  a  member  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stales 
should  be  expelled  from  thai  body  for  treason  and 
misdemeanor,  with  which  be  was  charged,  Hr. 
Adams,  in  his  able  report  to  the  Senate  on  that 
subject,  uses  the  following-  stiong  and  perspicu- 
ous language:  "  If  tbe  ingenuity  of  a  demon  were^ 
'  tasked  to  weave  into  one  composition  all  the 
'  great  aioral  and  political  evils  which  could  be 
'  inflicted  oo  ib«  people  of  these  States,  it  would 
'produce  tiotbiog  more  than  a  teztura  of  war, 
'  dismembermeat,and  despotism.''  These  are  tbe 
sentiments  and  feeliussor  that  dis  tin  irui  abed  citi- 
who  is  .now  our  Minister  ai  tbe  Court  of  St. 
Petersburg.  They  breathe  the  spirit  of  an  Ameii* 
an,  who  "cherishes  theConstilaiion,uader  wbicli 
we  are  assembled;  as  the  cbiefsiay  of  his  hope  iU 
the  light  which  is  destined  tp  gladden  bis  own 
'  day  by  tbe  prospect  ii  sheds  over  his  children." 
Let  Us  examine  whether  the  gentleipan  from 
Massachusetts  falls  "  noi  behind  aim  in  such  sen- 
:aEs."  The  inhabitants  of  the  counlry  which 
Minister  in  Russia  declared  to  beofvucb  im- 
mense ihipoitance  to' this  Union  are  about  to  be 
admitted  to  a  pariicipatiun  ortboae  rights  trhieh 
belong  to  every  American  citizen,  and  tbe  couo- 
Uf  itself  incorpgrated  into  the  United  Staiea. 
Compare,  1  beseech  you,  sir,  the  language  of  lbs 
fjentleman  from  Massac  b  use  Its,  with  that  used  by 
the  Russian  Minister.  If  this  bill  passea,  (says 
tbe  gentleautii,)  ii  wilt  justify  a  revolution  in  ibis 
:ountry-^tbe  Union  will  be  virtually  dissolved^ 
:iril  war  wilt  become  sanctified  oaa  matter  of 
igbt  in  each  of  the  States,  if  they  are  not  permit- 
ted to  separate  peaceably^— political  jealousy  ia 
inculcated  between  the  Easiero  and  Western 
Slates.  Every  circumstance  which  is  calculated 
in  the  remotest  degree  10  excite  discord  and  divi- 
lions,  is  studiously  adverted  to.  Tbe  inhabiianu 
of  Louisiana  are  represented  as  wild  and  uncor- 
ered  in  the  woods,,  and  dependent  on  ibe'BasietD 
Slates  for  clothes  to  cover  iheir  nakedness — ihey 
called  atone  time  the  wild  men  of  Missouri, 
at  another  t^e  Anglo-Hispano-Oallo-Amer- 
icans,  who  bask  on  tbe  sand  in  the  mouth  of  Mis- 
sissippi; vdjiocapthe  climax,  we  ate  alarmed 
with  the  apprehension,  ihat.ois  new  Stales  aie  to 
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be  farmed  in  ih«  West,  whieb  aK  to  avrallow  up 
Ibe  power  of  ibe  origiQBt  psrlneTS  lo  the  Contti- 
tmion,  *Dd  coQtTol  the  nation.  Are  these  the 
iDf^gestions  of  a  mind  which  "  yielded  to  none  in 
its  Bitatbtnenis  lo  ibe  ComtitulioD  1"  Sir,  they 
sre  the  ebullitiona  of  political  drunkenaess,  de- 
signed to  produce  internal  "  war  dismembFrment, 
■od  devpoium."  I  do  ooI'ihinK  the  geDtlemin 
from  Manachusetis  has  anr  reason  to  eOD^tu- 
late  himaelf  on  ihe  teferencefwhich  he  made  to 
the  opinions  of  the  Runian  Minister.  On  (he  one 
hand,  we  diacerbnoihingbutpatriotitni  and  union, 
and  on  -the  other,  political  jealousf,  revolation, 
diranian,  snd  the  lntetMcabre  riisociate  of  these, 
despotiam.  But,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  people  of  the 
Easiem  States  will'  never  ffive  their  assent  to  a 
disHolutioD  of  the  Union.  They  are  bound  to  the 
Western  country  by  the  inseparaMe  ties  ofnstaM 
■od  of  interest.  The  hardy  aid  edrenturotieeoDS 
of  New  EnglaiKl  will,  in  a  short  time,  compose  n 
large  propurtioii  of  the  population  on  the  waters 
of  the  Mfsfissippi,  and  I  undertalre  to  aunre  the 
gentleman  from  Massachnietta,  that  they  wiH 
sever  leinrD  to  "break  ioio  his  bome.ror  tbe 
AoDses  of  his  frienda,  Id  filch  their  cnildren's 
clothes  in  order  to  cover  their  nakedoegs."  'In 
ihf  t  Dew  and  fertile  region,  ihe  band  of  industry 
is  rewarded  with  n'rich  return  of  Ibe  comforts  of 
life,  which  the  liberality  of  its  inbabitaots  dia- 
iributes  with  beaevolevce  and  hospitality,  Bc- 
•ides  ibese  natural  bonds,  which  are  every  day 
increasing  between  (he  Eastern  and  Western  por- 
tions of  the  United  States,  there  i^  a  reciprocal 
advantBge  ia  the  intercourse  which  is  preserved 
between  litem.  The  Western  conntry  is'  pecu- 
liarly adapted  to  the  porsnits  of  agriculture,  and 
the  river  Mississippi  is  the  great  highway  throu^ 
which  ifaetr  bulky  ariieles  are  conveyed  toaauic- 
abie  and  profitable  martcet. 

The  Eastern  Biaie*  have  long  been  and  will 
long  continue  to  be  the  carriers  of  theae  surplus 
products,  lo  ibeseapori  cities  of  the  United  Slaiee, 
to  the  West  Indies  and  lo  Europe.  Is  it  not  then 
tbe  interest  of  tfaose  who  are  engaged  in  the  oat- 
ryiog trade  togiveencoarsgetnent  toagriculiare? 
There  are  mutual  benefits  in  this  interchange  of 
labor  which  tend  to  promote  the  welfare  of  eaoh 
section  of  the  Union.  No  collision  of  interest 
can  ever  exist  between  the  growen  of  hemp,  floor, 
Botton,  tobacco,  and  ngpi,  and  the  carrier  who 
finds  enfploymeat  in  their  Iran sperta lion  to  the 
countrids  in  whictiihey  are  consumed.  If  any 
advBOtaire  eoald  be  derived  from  a  sepantion  of 
these  States  it  would  be  found  to  preponderate 
in  favor  of  the  Western  division.  We  should  at 
once  become  possessed  of  the  pablic  lands,  which' 
are  said  to  be  a  fund  on  which  tbe  nation  may 
rely  for  revenue  to  an  iocakul&ble  amount.  These 
lands  have  been  acquired  at  the  naiiODal  expense, 
and  it  would  therefore  be  iinreaMnabte  a^d  unjost 
to  confer  tbem  wbcdly  on  tbe  Western  States. 
But  if  the  deleterious  conseqtteltces  whioh  have 


Bnrely,  there  is  patriotism  enoogh  even  in  (he 
cllj  of  Boston,  to  connteraci  ibe  deteriorating 
principles  of  that  gentleman.  Let  us'  adhere  to 
the  maxims  of  wisdom,  and  by  a  anion  of  sentl* 
ment  and  action  convince  (be  nations  of  Europe 
that  we  are  loo  powerfdl  to  be  conqoered.and  too 
happy  lo  "be  seduced  from  the  allegiance  we  owe 
10  the  Government  of  our  choice. 

[During  the- course  of  his  speech  Mr.  PoinoEX- 
TEK  was  twice  successively  called  to  order  bv 
Mr.  PtABBOH  and  Mr.  Sbeffet;  butboih  all* 
to  order  beinx  withdrawn  before  any  decision  on 
them  by  tbe  Speaker,  they  are  not  here  noticed.] 

Mr.  Gold — Mr.. Speaker,  hitherto,  during  ih« 
dncussion  of  Ibe  interesitng  qaestion  before  thq 
Home,  I  have  remained  silent.  I  shall  now,  sir, 
in  rbj  turn,  atk  the  indulgence  of  the  House  for 
a  (kw  minutes.  ' 

On  Ihe  gKatCoDstilutional  qi]esti6n,  I  wilt  not, 
sir,  follow  the  honorable  deiegate  from  ihe  Mis' 
sifajppi  Territory  (Mr.  PoiifoEXTER,)  who  hat 
jnst  aat  down,  throOEh  all  the  details  of  hii  argu- 
nieni  ;  for  he  laid  down,  at  the  very  threshold, 
a  position  which  never  can  be  sustained,  be  the 
issue  of  this  bill  what'it  mav.  Under  the  provi- 
sion in  the  Cocstitutiou  declaring  treaties  ilieia- 
preme  law  of  the  land,  (he  gentlemen  confident- 
It  insisiH,  that  the  treaty-making  power  is  free 
from  all  the  restrictions  of  the  Conptiiution ;  that 
the  Comiiiution  sets  ap  do  land-Tnarks ;  afibrdi 
no  limiiaiion  to  this  power.  Hence,  sir,  the  treaty 
of  purchase  of  Looisiana  having  stipulated  for 
the  admiision  of  that  Territory  into  the  Union, 
no  provision  of  tbe  Constitution  can  arrest  the 
bill  before  Ihe  House;  it  must  take  effect^  be  Ihe 
consequences  wliat  they  may.  The  principle, 
sir,  thus  assumed,  would  subvert  the  very  foun- 
dation of  tJieCoostiiution  ;  it  violates  first  princi- 
olee^  and,  if  it  shall  prevail,  win,  like  Pharoah's 
loan  kine,  devour  the  whole  fruits  of  ibe  Consti- 
tutioo.  Against  this  principle  ofconslrucffon,  sir, 
I  beg  leave  to  enter  my  most  solemn  protest. 

I  turn,  sir.  to  the  real  question  raised  by  Ihe 
worthy  geaiiemati,  wtro,  as  chairmaD  of  the  com- 
mittee, rCporTed  Ihe  bill. 

Does  the  provision  in  tbe  CoDsthution,  that 
"-new  States  nay  be  admitted  into  the  Union" 
give  the  power  of  admitting  foreign  territory ,jer- 
rilory  without  the  limttsof  the  United  States  at 
lh«  adoption  of  ibe  Coniiiiotion  .7  Now,  sir,  if 
ihase  terms  of  the  CoDstkution  coald  not  be  fairly 
and  fully  satisfied  without  exieudiDffihem tofbt* 
eiga  territory,  then,  indeed,  wonld  ine  arguoieat 
in  favor  of  the  bill  be  strong  ;  it  would  be  cob- 
cluiive.    Bat  if  this  proviso  can  be  satisfied  bf 


been  in  the  contemplation  of  tne  framera  of  the 
Comiitotion — then  does  the  argument  wholly  ftil 
and  all  inference  from  tbe  above  terms  fall  to  the 
STouDd.  Need  I,  sir,  point  the  Hoitse  to  the 
Western  terrilory  then  within  the  Uoion,  a  fit 
and  proper  subject  fdr  this  provision  in  the  CoD- 
stitutiOB  to  operate  upon  ;  which  must  bavebiea 
in  aetoalaontemplatioo  at  the  adopiiao  of  tb« 
CofflititniJOD )  oot  o'  wbieh  on*  or  vion  8utc> 


id  by  Google 


671 


mSTOBT  OF  OONaEESS. 


572 


H.OFR. 


lirritont  of  Orieatu. 


Janvabt,  1811. 


ba*e  Bctuallf  been  forined  &Dd  admitted  into  the 
Uaiun  under  ibis  very  provision. 

Will  it  be  said,  sir,  lh>t  the  CoDitilulion  ap- 
E^ies  equally  to  territory  within  aad  wiihout  the 
Unioa;  that  itiere  in  do  difierence  in  the  appli- 
cation 1  If  iDiernaland  ezteiual  territory  be  sub- 
ject to  tbe  same  coDBideralioo ;  if  tbe  operalioD, 
on  being  admitted  into  tLe  Union,  he  tbe  tame  as 
to  theiolereats  of  the  old  United  States,  «nd  the 
gint  principles  of  the  Federal  comjiact;  then, 
sir,  nould  the  conniruction  contended  for  teceire 
some  aupporl  from  its  being  reaaonable  in  lelation 
to  the  lubject-mittar.  But,  sir,  it  nerer  can  be 
pretended,  that  it  is  indifferent, to  the  political. in- 
teteshoribeold  Slates, forming  ibeCoastitotioD, 
to  tbe  prioeiple  of  auociation,  whether  this  Ea- 

Ei re  should  be  botwded  by  its  existioK  limits  or 
J  the  shores  of  the  Pacific  ocean.  Whether  it 
■hould  be  a  Cotnmonweallh,  ef  reasogablali 
kdapied  to  tbe  lax  rule  of  a  popular  Cons  tilt 
or  a  QoTernmeni  of  acqulatliiJii  and  coaquesti 
whose  ambition  knows  no  limits,  and  in  whose 
eiieosioQ  the  original  States  would  be  loat, 

The  opeiatloa  of  acquisition  and  eztensioa  of 
empire  is  the  same  in  ibis  as  in  other  States. 
What  was  it  in  Rome?  When  that  Republic 
became  settled  and  in  the  possession  of  great  glory^ 
it  was  confined  to  Italy  ;  ambitioo  and  the  spirit 
of  conquest  greatly  extended  the  Empire,  partic- 
ularly to  Ibe  EasL  What  followed  1  The  seal 
of  Got ernment  is  removed  to  Byzantium  ^  a  di- 
vision into  the  Eaaiern  and  WAtenI  Empire  en- 
sued ;  and  Italy,  the  original  scat  and  nursery  of 
the  State,. was  lost.  How  many  Stales  will  be 
broi^ht  into  ezisieoce  by  the  prioeiple  of  this 
bill,  between  the  Mississippi  and  the  Pacific  ocean, 
cannot  now  be  foreseen  ;  they  may  equal  the 
Stales  on  the  east  of  that  r^rer.  It  is,  sir,  against, 
a  principle  leading  to  sueb  coaseqnences,  that 
each  and  every  otthe  original  States  may  say, 
*  non  tn  hac/adera  vent." 

But,  sir,  aside  from  the  Constilutional  ques- 
lion,  no  sufficient  reason  is  assigned  for  so  pre 
eipiiately  admitting  (he  Orleans  Territory  mio 
the  Union. 

If  the  act  of  the  second  of  March,  1805,  is  ob- 
served, if, en  the inhabiianis amounting to60,000, 
and  the  same  found  on  ■cioal  enumeration,  the 
Territory  is  admitted  into  the  Union,  public  faith 
is  satisfied  and  full  justice  doae.  Why  then, sir, 
before  a  return  of  the  census,  upon  loose  con- 
jectural estimates,  by  no  meaos  joitiryiog  the 
belief  of  tbe-reqoisite  number  of  6U,000,  is  this 
important  measure  precipitated  1  Why  is  the 
appointed  period  anticipated  1  Tbe  only  color  at 
reason  that  has  beefl  given  is,  that  Congress  can 
BOW  impose  letma—ierms  for  the  security  of  pub- 
lic and  private  property — and  tbe  bill  secures  to 
tbe  United  States  tbe  public  land  belonging  to 
ibem;  etempia  it  from  laxatioiJ  by  the  new 
Slate,  and  ninvfdes,  that  the  property  of  non-res- 
idenu  shall  not  be  taxed  higher  than  that  of  rea- 
idents.  This  sunestion  is  unfaunded  and  falU- 
oioui.  The  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  18^5,  which 
gives  tbe  pledge  for  a  State  relied  on,  expressly 
pwvidee  Ibat  ifae  constitatioa  to.  ba  formed  for 


that  Territory  shall  not  be  inconsistent  with  Ihe 
Territorial  Ordinance  of  the  13th  of  July,  1787. 
On  recurring  to  thai  ordinance,  it  will  be  found 
to  contain  every  essential  provision  of  Ihe  bill 
before  the  House.  It  excludes  the  new  Slate's 
interfering  with  the  primary  disposal  of  tbe  soil 
by  the  United  Slates;  exempts  the  public  landa 
from  taxation,  nnd  forbids  the  taxing  of  oon-tet- 
ideots  higher  than  residenls.  Thus,  air,  the  only 
reason  assigned  for  amicipaiing  Ihe  period  stipu- 
lated by  the  act  of  1805  falls  to  tbe  ground.  By 
adhering  to  the  provisions  of  that  act,  and  the 
ordinance,  in  requiring  an  aclnat  reiurn  of  the 
number  of  sixty  tbausaoi.  you  preserve  to  yonr- 
self  a  principle  on  which  you  may  restat  future 
applications  for  Stales,  which  will  be  urged  in 
rapid  succession  upon  you.  You  have  already 
on  your  (able  the  memoriBl  of  tbe  Missiaaippi 
Territory  for  a  State,  anxious  lo  rush  into  the 
Union  beiore  a  reiurn  of  Ibe  census.  Upper 
Louisiana  will  succeed,  and  Indiana,  Illinoii,  and 
Miehigan,follow  in  rapid  snccetsion.  New  Slates 
will  emerge  to  the  astonished  eye  in  the  western 
horizon,  like  the  figures  in  a  magic  laniern. 
Are  there  not,  sir,  cogent  reasons  a^inst  a 

Brecipitate  admission  of  this  Territory  into  the 
Inion  7  Can  it  cacape  gentlemen,  that  tbe  i&- 
habitaaiR  were  born  under  a  different  govern- 
meni,  differcni  constiiulion  and  laws:  they  are 
almost  strangers  to  the  tongue  in  which  tbe  pro- 
ceedings of  tbis  Qovernment  are  to  be  recorded  ; 
with  our  ConstitDiion,  laws,  and  principles  of 
jurisprudence,  they  have  liitle  more  acquaint- 
ance ibau  other  nations.  Tbe  reaMns  against 
anticipating  ibe  regular  period  for  their  admis- 
sion into  the  Union  thicken  upon  the  loind  in 
revolving  the  subject. 

It  only  remains,  sir.  (or  me  to  expren  my  deep 
regret  at  tbe  a iiimad  versions  and  reflections  so 
liberally  bestowed  by  the  honorable  del«ate 
(Mr.  Poimhexteh)  upon  the  gentleman  from 
Massaehuseits,  (Mr.  ^cincy,)  who  preceded  him 
in  the  debate. 

Id  tbe  Pariiameni  of  Great  Britain  (a  country 
so  often  stigmalized  on  this  floor)  will  be  found 
examples  of  free  debate,  fulty  equal  in  ardency, 
vehemence,  and  invective,  to  ail  that  fell  from 
tbe  eloquent  member  from  Massachusetts. 

We  have  Ihere  witnessed  the  old  Karl  Chal- 
baqt,  at  a  crisis  all-importanl  to  the  British  Em- 
wre,  (the  commencement  of  the  great  eonlest 
for  American  rights,)  sounding  Ibe  alarm  ai  the 
measures  of. administration;  pronoaneing  the  war 
on  America  fouuded  in  wron^  and  injustice,  and 
arraigning  tbe  knonn  favontt  measures  of  the 
King  in  a  strain  of  angry  and  terrible  invective 
that  can  scarce  find  Its  parallel  in  the  English 
language.  Shalltfais  Moitsejio  nil  thefuLlncasof 
freedom  secured  by  the  Constitotion,  be  afraid  to 
follow  such  examples?  It  is  here,  aif,  on  ibi* 
floor,  thai  free  debate  is  consecrated — here  differ- 
ent opinions  are  to  mingle  in  conflict.  To  re.- 
press  this  freedMn  wontd  touch  the  vital  princi- 
ples of  the  Constiiulion. 

White  the  free  and  ardent  observations  of  tbe 
gentleman  from  Maksachuselit  were  pointed  to 
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th«  conaeqaeoces  of  ike  bill,  ifiiuKd  into  a  law, 
I  wa*  (orrjr  to  ob*eiv«  id  tbe  honorable  delegate 
a  coilne  so  wideir  different — a  siudied  adherence 
to  oiKerratioiiB  of  a  personal  nature  which  could 
throw  no  lighl  on  llie  subject  before  us,  and  but 
ill  become  the  di^Ditf  of  (he  Housed 

Mr.  Bibb  said  if  he  were  so  dispoied  he  should 
be  perfectly  unable  to  follow  genllemen  io  their 
remarks,  baring  bcea  contiauaJlr  engaged,  since 
the  adjanrnmeul  yesterday,  io  the  duties  assj^oed 
him  by  the  House.  I  should  not  now  have  riseoj 
nid  Mr.  S.,  if  the  genilemaa  from  MisslMippi 
Territory  had  ukeo  the  ground  on  which  I 


o  justify  my  vote.  In  my  opinion,  sir,  the  ireatv- 
making  power  has  ?ery  little  to  do  with  the 
ject.     We  derive  our  power  from  the  third 


1  of  the  4ih  article  of  the  ConsciiuiioQ  . 
before  I  read  it  I  beg  leave  tostsie  a  general  rule 
^  eonatruction,  whichja  my  apprsheasion  should 
be  universally  adopted,  and  which  I  apply  to  this 
aectioD,  viz:  whenever  a  general  power  tagranted, 
and  cettaiO'Iiiniiatioiks  are  ezpreased,  the  expres- 
sion of  those  excludes  all  other  limiiaiion  or  deri- 
vation  by  implicatioa.  "New  Slates  may  bead- 
milted  into  the  Union."  Here  is  a  geDentl  po.var 
granted,  and,  In  my  humble  apprehension,  if  liieie 
were  no  liDuiaiioa,  it  would  give  ample  author- 
ity to  admit  States  into  tlie  Uoiou  from  lerrito- 
hea  not  belonging  to  the  United, States  ai  the 
time  of  the  adoption  of  (ba  Const itulian.  But, 
in  addition  to  the  ^vords  I  have  ouotedj  are'  tbe 
following  :  "But  no  new  St^te  snail  be  foimed 
'  or  erected  within  the  jurisdieiioD  of  any  other 
'  Slate ;  not  any  State  be  formed  by  the  juoc- 
'  tioo  of  two  or  more  Slates,  or  pans  of  States, 
'  without  tbe  aoDse&t  of  the  Legiilatures  of  the 
'  Slates  eoQeemed  as  well  as  of  the  Coagreas." 
Herfe  is  a  general  power  with  two  limitaiioos. 
Now,  accordiiig  to  my  role,  the  expression  of 
these  twO'McUides  all  idea  of  any  other,  and  I 
theace  fairly  infer  the  authority  o[  Consress  to 
pass  the  bill  before  you.  1  presume  gentlemen 
will  not  deny  the  eorrecfness  of  the  rule.  If  ii 
is  not  to  be  applied  in  this  particular  case,  some 
gentleman  who  thinks  so  wiU show  why  it  should 

It  will  be  recollected,  sir,  aaid  Mr.  fi.,  that  I 
was  among  the  number  yesterday  who  voted 
against  the  decision  of  the  Chair  on  a  point  of 
order.  I  cooceived  that  the  gentleman  &om 
Massachusetts  at  any  otticr  member  had  a  right, 
pending  a  measnte,  to  express  his  views  of  the 
consequences  to  result  froui  it ;  but  whether  the 
l^entleman's  concluiioaa  were  correct  is  a  dis- 
tinct question,  on  which  I  will  offer  no  argumeoi. 
Bull  will  close  the  few  remarks  I  have  to  offer 
to  the  Hoose  b/  readiog  part  of  an  address  to 
tbe  people  of  this  nation  by  the  first  character  it 
has  girea  bjrth  to.  , 

Mr.  B.  then  read,  as  a  part  oF  his  speech,  the 
followiag  extract  from  WAastnoroR'a  Farewell 
Address : 

"  The  UDit;  of  Qoveram«nt  which  constitnlas  yon 
MM  peo^  is  also  now  dear  Io  yon.  It  is  justly  so; 
br  it  i«  a  main  pillu  in  the  edifice  of  your  real  ind^ 
psolanoe ;  ibe  aa^ait  of  your  tranquillity  ^hoa«( 


yoDT  peaca  abtoiJ ;  of  joBr  sate^,  of  jotU'  prosperity, 
of  tbM  isij  liberty  wtuch  youso  bigblT  prize.  But  as 
it  is  esty  ip  farewe  th&t,  from  diHarent  causes  and  from 
difierent  qautera,  mueh'paioa  will  bs  taken,  miny 
■rtiSoss  employed,  to  weaken  in  your  ilitadi  the  con- 
TlctioQ  of  this  truth  ;  as  this  ii  the  point  in  your  polit- 
ical fortress  sgsihst  nhich  the  battsriesaf  iaternsi  and 
eiternal  enemies  will  be  most  constantly  and  actively 
(though  often  covertly  end  insidionsly)  'directed,  it  is 
of  infinite  moment  that  yon  should  properly  estimste 
the  immenm  velue  of  naUonal  Union  to  your  collect- 
ive and  indtvidaal  happiness ;  that  yon  should  cherish 
>  cordial,  habilQat,  aiid  imtoovable  attachoient  to  it ; 
accustoming  youraelvei  to  think  aod  speak  of  it  u  the 
palUdtnia  of  your  '  political  safety  and  prosperity  j 
watclunB  £v  its  preserration  with  jealens  aoiiaQri 
discoontenancing  whatever  may  sonest  even  a  snapi- 
cimi  that  it  can  in  any  event  be  aliuidoned,  and  u- 
dignanlly  fntoniog  npon.  the  fiiat  dawning  of  every 
attempt  to  alieaate  aav  portion  of  ov  conntr;  ftom 
the  rest,  oi  to  enfeeble  tbe  sacred  ties  which  now  link 
together  the  larioua  parts." 

.Mr.  WaiojiT.— Sir,  this  bill  is  not,  in  mf 
judgment,  a  violation  of  the  Constitiuion,  nor 
have  I  a  fear  that  it  is  fratigbt  with  those  direful 
consequences  with  which  tbe  genttemaa  from 
Uassacbnseiis  (Mr.  Auikcy)  threaiens  us.  It 
will  neither  justify  a  dissolution  of  the  Union, 
nor  lead  any  citizeo  aiiached  to  it,  even  amiiia- 
bly,  moeh  less  forcibly,  to  the  eontemplatioa  of 
it,  noiwiihatandiqg  the  predictions  of  that  gen- 
tleman. That  we  are  authorized  to  erect  new 
States,  I  will  prove  both  by  theory  and  practice, 
and  for.  that  purpose  I  will  Srsi  invite  your aiien- 
tion  to  tbe  articles  of  Coitfed  era  tioo.  By  one 
sectioa  it  is  expre$tlg  declared  that  Canada  may 
be  permiiied  to  eajoy  all  (be  benefits  of  tbe  Con- 
federation on  the  same  terms  with  the  oih» 
Slates  of  the  Union.  The  thtrteeii  States, under 
this  Confederatioti  conducted  themselves  safely 
through  the  war;  but  Gadiitg,  in  1787,  that  their 
requisitions  had  not  been  duly  r^peeled,  and 
that  New  York  had  rejected  some  necessary 
commercial  regulations,  whereby  their  fiscal  af- 
fairs  were  derajiged.  Congress,  by  a  resolutioo, 
re.solved  that  a  oonvenliou  of  States  should  be 
held  for  the  express  purpose  of  amending  the 
articles  of  Coofederatioo.  Under  this  resolution 
the  Convention  met,  and  proceeded  loibrm  tha 
present  Conslttotioa.  Thus  ir  will  appear  that 
tbey  were  to  form  the  new  Coaatitution  not  ex 
pari  materia,  but  out  of  tbe  very  materials  of 
the  Confederation. 

As  a  conclusive  evidence,  you  will  findaoum' 
ber  of  the  articles  in  each  instrument  literally  or 
aubstauiiaily  the  same,  and  thereby  be  justified 
in  giving  a  coostructioa  of  tbe  letter  of  tbe  Coo- 
stiiiitioD,  so  as  to  respect  tbe  spirit  of  the  Coofed- 
eratioa.  By  tbe  third  section  of  lih  article  of- 
the  CoQstiiution,  "New  Stales  may  be  admitted 
by  Coogre^  into  the  Vaion;"  and.  by  the  next 
member  of  tha  same  leciiaq,  *'  the. Congress  shall 
have  power  to  dispose  of  and  make  ml  needful 
rules  and  regulations  respecting  ibe  territory  or 
oiber  properly  belonging  to  the  Uoiied  States"— 
hence  1  can  Da«e  no  diiubi  that  Googrees  have 
the^wer  to  admit  new  Stalea  into  the  Uuioo, 
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that  power  beiof  expteulf  given.    It  ik  howem' 
eonieoded,  that  ibai  power  i>  limitad  to  ih«  ad' 


deratrcaied  by  ihe  Treaty  of  Peace.     And  iha 

(ircamble  lo  the  CoDititation  if  retiad  oa  to  esub- 
[•h  that  doeirine.  "We,  the  people  of  ihe  United 
Blates,  &«.  do  ettabliib  tbia  Catiiiiiution  Tor  ibe 
Vnited  States  of  AmericB  "  If  this  preamble  it 
ao  imperiOM  as  to  limit  the  potiiife  proTiuoua  of 
(be  CoMtitntioD,  it  will  certaiolr  limit  it«elf  to 
Ibe  Sialea  lint  tbnaed  the  CoBXiiuiioB— Ijae  no- 
gatiT«of  wkieh  haiibe«D  determiiied.  To  pro  re 
wbicb,  here  kt  ma  call  your  adentioD  to  tke 
ftot,  loat  Vermoat  wai  aot  a  raember  of  tbeCm- 
frderattoDiiioT  w«a  ifae  B  tnenber  of  the  Oon*eB- 
tioD  thai  formni  tbr  Coottituiion  ;  the  therefore 
was  not  oaeof  the  United  State* — was  fotei^ 
u  to  ihem,  anj  as  disttaeily  (roTeroed  as  any 
other  foreira  Pofrer ;  (be  in  1791  mi  tdmiiied 
htotbeUoiDD,  aod  ibe  laws  of  the  United  State* 
flXlendcd  to  her.  She  wat  not  tnn  of  the  old 
Stxtei)  aid  wai  cMrectty  admitted  under  the 
power  lo  adnut  b«w  Sraiei.  Ver'moDi  wai  ao 
ivpulsire  tea  eonfedcraoy  with  the  United  Staicv, 
t»  not  to  t)e-m«niioD«d  in  ihe  ArNdei  of  Canfed- 
enttjon.  Caa  it  be-  for  a  moenenl  doubted  that 
Canada,  exprenly  meniiooed,  aii^t  be  n»w  re- 
eerfed'qt  a  new  State,  hy  becotntog  indcpcsdaat, 
or  by  pDrchiae,  when  VermDDt.hRS  been  adiBii- 
fed,  wdo  wan  not  mentioned  in  ibeCon&deratioo? 
.  Can  there  be  ab  opinion  tbat  the  Framen  of  the 
ConatitutioD  intended  Canada shoald  be eicloded 
from  the  besefiti  of  ibeConiiitntjan,  when  before 
iilTited  into  it?  When,  by  ih^  express  letter  of 
the  insirnmeni,  "new  State*  may  be  adtniited," 
and  when  Vermont,  not  menticDed  in  the  Confed- 
eration, has  been  admitted  7  Such  a  conclusion 
can  never  be  the  rational  reanli  of  such  premisca. 
Bot  it  is  objected,  that,  as  thi>  Territory  was  ob> 
tained  by  treaty,  and  after  the  formation  of  the 
Conatitntion, it  eaniroi  be  admitted  into  the  UoioD 
■•  ft  State. 

I  ha*e  ihdwQ  that  new  Statea  may  be  admit- 
ted, that  Vermont  haa  b^  admitted,  and  Ibat 
Ganida  wn  exprcMlf  eatkled  aodcr  the  Coafed- 
oation,  and  by  iba  terma  of  ifae  Gonstitniion 
may  be  admitted  as  a  new  Stnt^.  "Gongrew 
.may  admit  newStftes  into  the  Uaron,  and  make 
all  needful  rules  aad  reguhtlioni  with  respeci  to 
the  terriiorr  or  other  property  of  the  United 
Stales."  This  i*  certainty  a  territory,  the  pro- 
pertT  of  the  United  Slates,  and  Congieu  ■■  cer- 
tainly, may,  if  needful,  that  if,  ezj>ed)eiit,admitit 
into  the  Union.  We  are  told,  I  presume  to  re- 
tard this  measure,  that  the  limits  are  in  diipate, 
tad  that,  if  madea  State,  they  oaonot  afterwards 
be  settled  by  the  United  States.  That  ihii  is 
aot  the  ease,  I  will  prore  by  theory  and  by  prae- 
tice.  By  the  tre«ly-makllg  power  vested  in  the 
President  and  the  Senate,  they  may  treat  on  all 
sobjects  within  the  treaty-making  power,  with 
foieiftn  nations,  and  where  tbe  limits  of  any  for- 
eign Power  adjoining  the  territory  of  tbe  United 
Biates  an  not  ascertained  to  their  mutual  satis- 
JaottoBjlbey  certainly mayaeitlatbcm  byatieaty 


praetic 

nations,  and  tbe  United  States  by  a  treaty  of  limits 
with  Qreai  Britain,  did  eettia  the  bennniag  of 
their  northeai>tern  limits,  at  the  rirer  S<.  Croix, 
whereby  tbey  gave  affMTeo  miles  to  Great  Brit- 
ain, which  was  taken  from  a  Stait—beocei pre- 
sume nodiScnlty  can  arise  on  the  sobjeoi.  Here 
let  me  remark  that  as  the  Uoiied  States  establish 
(he  tenimry  into  a  Stale  with  all  the  right  they 
hare  and  ira  more,  if  it  sball  be  found  that  (he 
property  belouged  to  a  foreign  Pnwer,  tbe  grant 
of  the  United  State*  of  that  to  which  ibey  were 
not  enlUled  cob  Id  vest  no  title  in  the  State;  tba 
grantee-,  nor  caa  they  com  plain,  as  that  is  ttie 
true  eonairueiion  of  the  granL  Sir,  a  straage 
reyerse  bat  atlMided  tbe  acqaisittoD  of  Lonisiaoa. 
At  first  New  Orleans  was  so  importaiH  to  tbe 
United  Siatea  that  they  ooitld  not  do  without  it, 
and  the  nari^ion  of  the  IfiMksippl  depended 
upon  its  acou(stiioe.  A  certain  BenaiororPenn- 
sylraaia  (Hr.  J.  Rosb.)  t>  Ihe  Senate  was  ao  de- 
voted iO'lt«BC4iH«ilioa,'pep,^U(iuf  perMc/oe,  that 
be  Tolutaiered  bis  services  to  take  it  by  foret^  with 
a  view,I  prcsUrae^tf  iorolvingihe  Uaited  States 
in  a  war,asa  diversion  in  fwor  of  Greet  Briiaio; 
bw  (hat  body  rapdlad  c*arr  idea  of  force,  and 
from  ioformation  that  it  might  be  pmchascd,  au- 
thorised their  Ediaisierio  pwcbase  it  (wbieh  was 
eflieoied  at  less  expense  tfaan  it  woald  ha««  eosc 
10  have  iak«i>  it,  whereby  iba  peace  and  blood  of 
the  nation  were  preserved.  Then  it' all  at  once 
beeotM  of  little  value ;  the  title  was  dispQied, 
and  the  exteat  of  tba  Ikniu  by  which  wb  were 
iofortDed  it  was  -told;  were  diepuled  by  the  Rep- 
reseoiBiive*  of  the  Amerban  people.  And  now, 
after  the  treaty  haa  been  ratified,  and  by  law  con- 
firmed, and  the  psrebastf  money  paid,  oor  title  is 
still  slandered,  and  tbe  extension  of  our  limits,  on 
this  floor,  disputed.  However,  I  hope  and  trust 
this  bill  will  pass,  aod,  agreeably  lothe  letter  and 
spirit  of  the  treaty,  thu  peo^e  will  he  received 
into  tbe  bosom  of  the  AmericaB  family.  Their 
fidelity  has  been  already  feated  by  a  devotion  M 
the  laws  of  the  UntMi,  when  a  ponion  of  the 
American  peo^a  were,  by  treason,  etide*Teriog 
to  dissevet  them  from  the  noion. 

Mr.  KcT  spoke  faldf  aa  hour  ugaiost  the  bill, 
and  Mr.  Macon  a  few  minules  in  reply  to  him. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  tbe  motion 
for  indeStiite  postponement,  and  lost,  as  follows: 

Tsis— Daniel  Blsiulell,  John  C.  Cbsmbsrlaiii,  Wil- 
liun  Chsuberlin,  Martin  ChittcndeD,  WiUian  Sij, 
James  EiDott,  CharteaQoldiborough,  Thomas  K.  Gold, 
William  Hale,  Daniel  HeiateT,  Richard  Jackson,  jon., 
Robert  Jenkins,  Philip  B.  Key,  Jweph  Lewis,  jnn., 
Robert  Le  Roy  Liviagstaa.ArehibaldMeBiyde,  William 
MUnor,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  BlUia  R. 
Potter,  Josiah  Qnincy,  John  Stanley,  Jacob  8wot^, 
Samuej  Taggatt,  fttchDlas  Van  Dyke,  Killian  K.  Van 
Rensselaer,  Labui  Whealoti,  and  James  WiVsen — SB. 

Niis— Lemnet  J.  Abhm,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Wil- 
liam AndersoD,  Eiekiel  Baoon,  David  Bard,  WifliaH 
T.  Bsrry,  Bonvell  Baasatt,  WiHtaan  W.  Bibb,  Adam 
Bayd,  Robert  Biewn,  WiHiass  A.  BnrwsU,  William 
Bntim,  Joeapb  CaUiann,  Uattbaw  Clay,  Jamea  Cocb- 
na,  William  «wrt«d;  Biefaatd  CMla,  Jelm  SawMB, 


IV  Google 


HISTOET  OF  CONQRBSa 


Januabti  IBll. 
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J(MephD«riM.J< 
Kthao  Fuk,Med 
eon  Qcrdacr,  D»*iil  8.  G«rl>iid,TboiDu  Gholmi,  Pe- 
terwoa  Gaodw?i>,  Wiiliun  Haliiii,J*QM  HcdI&nd,  Ja- 
(K)b  Hoftj,  Kichard  M.  Johnion,  Tbomu  KcDan, 
'WiUioiia  Keanvdy,  Aaron  Ljle,  Nathaoiel  Macon, 
Sajnual  McKee,  Aluandn  McKioi,  WUliam  HcKia- 
ley,  FleauDt  H.  Millra,  Samuet  L.  Mitcbill,  John  Mont- 
gomery, Nlchola*  R-  Hoore,  Thomai  Moore,  Jeremiah 
MorroTT,  Gurdoa  8.  Msmbrd,  Thomaa  Nawbold,  Thoi. 
NnwUin,  John  NichoUoQ,  Jobn  Portci,  Petei  B.  Porlei', 
John  Rea  of  PennsylTaoia,  John  Rhea  of  Tsnneaiae, 
Matthiaa  Richardi,  Samsel  Binggold,  John  Roane, 
Brastaa  Boot,Ebenaer8ase, Thomai Bamtnoni,  Lem- 
uel BsOTjcr,  John  A.  Scudder,  BbanaMr  SaaTOT,  Adam 
Seybert,  Samoel  Shaw,  John  Smilia,  Gieorga  Smith, 
John  Smith.  lUehard  Slknlbn),  John  Thompaon,  Uri 
Tracy.  Oaorga  M.  Trattp,  Ctbartaa  Tamer,  jr.,  Anhi- 
tnUd  Van  Horn,  Bobett  Waaklaj,  Robert  Whitehill, 
Richard  Winn,  Robert  WithanpotHi,  and  Sobart 
WriKbl— 78. 

The  main  qnntion  was  then  takea  that  thi 
aaid  bill  do  pass,  and  resolved  in  the  affirmaiive— 
yeas  77,  nsr"  30.  vt  Totlows : 

Yaii — Lemnet  J.  Alston,  WilKs  AUlon,  Jan.,  Wm. 
AnderaoD,  Bwkiel  Bacnn,  Darid  Bud,  Wm.  T.  Bsny, 
Barwell  Buaett,  WiUian  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  K«b- 
eit  Bnxm,  Wm.  A.  Borwrii,  WUlism  BaUer,  Jos^ 
Cslhonn,  Matthew  Clay,  Jamee  CochnLQi  William 
Crawford,  Richard  Cotta,  John  Dawaon,  Joeeph  Deaha, 
John  W.  Eppea,  WiUiam  Pindlsy,  Jonathan  Fisk, 
Meaback  Franklin,  Barzillai  Oannett,  Gideon  Gard- 
ner, Uavid  8.  Garland,  Thomaa  Gtiolaoo,  Felenon 
Goodwyn,  William  Hslml,  Jamea  Holland,  Jacob  HuC- 
ty,  Richard  M.  Johoaos,  Thomas  Kenan,  William  Ken- 
nedy, Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Samuel  McKee, 
Alexander  HAim,  Wm.  McKinley,  P.  H.  Miller,  Sam- 
uel L.  HiUMl,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Hoore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gnrdon  6.  Mum- 
ford,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newtoa,  John  Nichol- 
son, John  Porter.  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Penn- 
sylvania, John  Rlua  of  Teoneaace,  Matthiaa  Richards,' 
Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Graslas  Root,  Eben- 
eier  Sage,  Thomsa  Sammons,  Lemnel  Sawyer,  John 
A.  Scudder,  Ebeneler  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel 
Shaw,  Dannis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  Oeorgs  Smith.  John 
Smith,  Richsrd  Stanford,  Dri  Tracy,Gaorge  M.Tioup, 
Charlea  Tomer,  jr.,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert  White- 
hill,  Richard  Winn,  Robert  Wilherspooo,  and  Robert 
Wright 

Niis— Alrijah  Binlow,  Daniel  Blaiidell,  John  C. 
ChambsrUin,  Wm.  Chamberlin,  Martin  Chitleiulen, 
John  Davenport,  jnntar,  William  Ely,  James  Emott, 
Charles  Goldsborough, Thomaa  R.  Gold,  William  Hale, 
Daniel  Heiater,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Ebenexer  Hun- 
tington, Rieturd  Jackson,  jr.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Philip  B. 
Key,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Robert  Lo  Roy  Livingston, 
Archibald  HcBnda,  William  Milnor,  Jonathan  O. 
Moaeley,  Joaeph  Pearaon,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.  Elishs  R. 
Potter,  Joaiab  Quincy,  John  Stanley,  Lewis  B.  Slur- 


n  K.  Van  Kensaolaer,  Lahan  WhoalDii,  ««d  Jantea 
Wilnn. 
The  rotloning  is  the  bill  as  fiiMllr  passed : 
A  Bill  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Territory  of  Or- 
ieaos  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  government, 
tad  for  the  admisnon  of  such  State  'into  the  Union, 
llthCON.  3dSESS.^19 


Ml  an  eqoal  fboting  with  the  original  States;  and  for 
other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted  by  tht  Senate  and  Hoaie  of  Sm*. 
untalne*  of  the  UttUed  State*  ofAmeriea,  in  Con- 
grtu  atembted.  That  the  inhabitants  of  the  Territory 
of  Orleans  be,  and  they  are  haret^,  aathorixed  to  form 
for  thenuelvoe  a  constitntioii  and  Stale  fovaniment, 
and  aasnme  sndi  name  as  it  may  deem  proper,  vrith 
the  prorisioDf,  and  npon  the  conditions  hereiaaflai 
mentioned. 

Sac.  B.  And  be  it  JitHAo-  matted.  That  aald  SUta 
■ball  be  composed  of  all  that  part  of  the  territory  oi 
eonntry  ceded  ondar  the  name  of  Lootsiaoa,  by  the 
tnaty  made  at  Paris  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  April,  ona 
Ihonaand  ajcht  hundred  and  IhrBO,  between  the  United 
States  and  Franca,  now  contained  within  the  Umits  of 
the  Territory  of  Orleana,  except  that  part  lying  east  at 
the  rivei  Ibarvitle  and  a  line  to  be  drawn  along  the 
middle  of  the  lakes  Manrepas  and  Pontchailraiu  to  the 

Sao.  3.  And  be  it  furihtr  enacted.  That  all  &a« 
male  dtiiana  of  the  United  Slalaa,  who  shall  have  ar- 
rived to  the  age  of  twen^-one  years,  and  resided  with- 
in the  said  Territory  at  leaat  one  year  i^evlous  to  Ike 
dsy  of  election,  and  ahallhave  paidaterrit<Hial,«oQii^, 
dialriet,  or  pariah  tax ;  and  alt  persons  having  in  other 
Mlpecta  the  legal  qaalifications  to  vote  for  lepresentap 
time  in  theGsttaralAaeeiablyi  or  the  Tanitory  thereol^ 
bo,  and  Ibay  aie  bateby  wilhoriiad  to  obooee  repi^ 
atttlativea  to  form  a  coimantloD,  who  sbatl  be  af^ai- 
d  amongst  the  several  coubtiet,  distriela,  and 
parish*!,  within  the  said  Territory  of  Orleans,  in  sud 
nuLOner  as  the  Legislature  of  the  aaid  Territory  ahalj  . 
bj  law  direct.  The  number  of  represeatatives  shall 
not  exceed  sixty ;  and  the  eteclions  for  the  represent»- 
live*  afbieaaid  wall  take  place  on  Iho  third  Monday  of 
September  oext,  and  Aall  be  conducted  in  the  aame 
manner  as  is  now  ptovided  by  the  laws  of  the  aaid 
Territory  for  electing  members  ibr  the  Hooae  of  Hep- 


c.  4.  And  be  it  furtia-  enacted.  That  the  mem- 
bera  of  the  convention,  when  daly  elected,  be,  and 
tbey  are  hereby  anlhortzed  lo  meet  at  the  city  of  New 
Orleans,  on  the  first  Monday  of  November  next,  whidi 
convention,  when  met,  shall  first  determine,  by  a  ma- 
jority of  the  nbole  auaber  elected,  whether  it  be  ex- 
pedient or  not,  at  that  time,  to  form  a  constitntion  and 
State  government,  far  the  people  within  the  aaid  Terri- 
tory, and  if  it  be  determined  to  be  expedient,  then  the 
vention  shall  in  like  manner  declsre,  in  behalf  of 
peo^e  of  the  said  Terri  lory,  diat  it  adopts  the  Colk. 
stltDtioo  of  the  United  8late«;  whereupon  the  said 
convention  shall  be,  and  hereby  ia  authoriaed  to  form 
a  eonalitution  and  State  govemnuni,  fee  the  pec^  of 
the  aaid  Territory :  Pnmdtd,  The  oonatittitian  to  ba 
fiKOMd,  in  virtue  of  th*  authoritv  herein  given,  shall 
be  r^nblican,  and  consiateat  with  the  ConititDtian  <t 
the  United  Stales;  that  it  shall  contain  the  fanda- 
mental  priodplaa  of  dvil  and  religioas  liberty ;  that  it 
shall  secure  lo  the  dtiien  the  trial  by  jaiy  in  all 
criminal  caaes,  and  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus,  conliimably  to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitn- 
lionof  (he  United  Stalea;  and  that  after  the  admissfoa 
of  the  said  Territory  of  Orleans  aa  a  Stale  into  the 
Union,  the  laws  which  auch  State  may  psss,  shall  be 
promutguted,  snd  its  records  of  every  description  shall 
be  preserved,  and  its  jadidal  and  legislative  writteA 

Eroceedings  conducted,  in  the  language  in  which  the 
iwa  and  the  judicial  and  legislative  written  pioeeed- 
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fngf  of  Iho  Umted  Btalet  «re  wrwpublblied  and  lOn- 
dncted:  And  maided  ako,  Thtt  tho  nid  convenlioii 
AM  proTidfl  by  in  ordinuiM,  irrevocabls  withoat  lbs 
lAnnnt  oftba  Uoitvd  Slatei,  tfcat  Uu  pe^e  inbmbil* 
teg  the  mM  TentefT  do  tgre*  «ad  dadue,  tliM  tiu; 
ftxoTM  dbelun  all  right  or  titl*  to  the  wuU  or  bb- 
riMrffpritUd  bndt,  iTtag  wilUn  tbo  raid  TnrMrj ; 
BDd  that  Um  mom  afaaU  ba  aad  Twnia  M  &•  lola  wad 
knUM  dt^oaWon  of  tb«  Unitad  Btatea;  and,  mom- 
o*tt,  that  each  and  every  tract  of  land,  aold  by  Oi»> 
Ijtaa,  diall  be  knd  laMaia  eMapt  from  my  tax,  laid 
to  tba  arder  w  Bttdar  Iha  «DAuirity  «f  the  Btslo,  wbe< 
Wr  ftr  Blaia,  utaaVj,  townaUp,  ^aiiah,  a  any  othar 
MtpoaatthaUvat,  Ibrlba  tann  of  five  yaan,  from  kmd 
ifler  die  napccttva  d^a  of  dw  aalaa  thoaof ;  and  Out 
^bi  land*  Wtoa^t  to  penon*  naiduig  wttboat  the 
luH  Bteto,  Iball  aevw  be  taud  Ughtr  IhHi  the  landi 
Mlovgiag  U  penoni  rea&ig  tbareili;  and  Aat  mo 
%Ktat  MR  be  fanpoaed  on  landi  the  property  of  the- 
United  Slatea.  And  that  Iha  river  Miniuippi  and  the 
BVfigabte  riven  aadwalara  iMding  into  the  aame,  or 
into  the  Gftf  of  MoiM,  AaO  be  MmnMa  highm^ 
Wid  Ar  «VeT  ftM,  M  well  to  the  mhabitMita  of  the  laid 
fltalo  ulo  other  nlbeM  of  Ike  Uattod  Sutaa,  vrMnvt 
«Br  m,  iiBpoat,  or  duty  thNofcr. 

Sho.  6.  And  ht  Ufiirtker  tnaetid,  l^tt  h  «Me-*a 
artBTWitipii  AtU  deelara  Ha  wwm,  in  hrtalf  at  Aa 


(b*  «rid  Ttnitoiy  of  Orieana,  Iha  Mid 
won  Amwafter  u  mj  b«,  b  harabir  raqoirad 
to  ba  ttanflniKeA  to.  Oongreai  the  inatniiMnt  ^  which 
Ita  uaeot  to  the  OonMitatioD  of  the  Unitad  Stataa  ii 
Ana  «i*en  and  dedand,  and  aUo  a  tn>e  and  atlaeled 
copy  of  each  ooMCilUiDn  or  fntat  of  Stale  goaeea- 
iBMlt,  ai  fhailbeferiBcd  and  provided  ^aaidoomaa- 
^IM,  andlf  Iho  talM  ahall  not  tw  dlmprovtd  by  Con- 
«M«,  Iha  mU  filala  ahalt  be  admitted  into  the  Unlan^ 
upon  the  aame  footing  wUh  the  original  StalM; 

WwHBaDAT,  Jknuary  16. 

Tbe'bin  to  chin^  th«  nBine  of  Levfi  Ortmt, 
Id  thai  of'Lewis  GraDl'Daridson,  was  reid  twice, 
hod  ordered  to  be  eogroased,  BQd  reed  the  t^ird 
Upe  lo-morrow. 

Mr.  MiTcBiLL  picEtnied  a  peiition  of  the  Pri 
'i!dBDtaDd  liireciors  of  liiB  Mercbanb'  Bank.- 
jjhe  city  of  New  York,  prayiag  ibe  renewal  of 
M>«  ebarier  of  iha  UoitKl  Slates' Bank;  wbicb 
wei  read,  antl  referred  la  the  Committee  of  the 
'Whde  oa  the  bill  for  the  teoewal  of  ib«  laid 

The  bill  from  the  SeMie,  entilled  "  An  act  tb 
iMithoriiie  the  atirrayiag  and  makiDit  of  ccriaia 
nsd*  io  the  State  of  Ohio,  as  eanlemplaleid  by 
ttb«  treaty  of  BrownstvwD  in  ib«  Territtny  of 
Uiehigntt,"  waa  r«ad  twice,  aDdcomtultKd  to  the 
'CoiTimKtee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  bin  sent  from  the  Betiate,  emitted  *  An 
tict  to  incorporate  ibe  Farracis'  Bank  of  Alexan- 
dria," was  rfad  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Com- 
tnitlee  or  the  Wbole  oq  ihe  bill  concerninx  the 
Baokof  Alexandtia. 

JUtolved,  Tl)Bt  the  Secreiarjr  of  the  Treasury 
K  dincledio  lay  before  this  House  a  list  of  the 
directora  of  thefiaak  of  the  United  States,  aad 


of  the  Heverat  brsnchea  ;  and  a  statement  of  the 
stock  held  by  foreigners,  and  in  what  coimirie*, 
Dndof  Ihe  stock  held  by  citizens,  and  in  what 
States  and  Territories;  and,  also,  the  amoant  ot 
specie,  accordins  to  the  last  retDrns,  in  the  raalta 
of  ilie  bank,  diiiingnishing  the  part  which  beloD|{s 
10  the  bank,  Ibe  portion  bctoogiDg  to  iodiriduBls, 
a^id  to  the  Uoilcd  States. 

Tbe  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "Ad  act 
to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Washiogton,"  waa 
read  twice,  ond  committed  to  the  Cooamitue  of 
the  Whole  last  meotioned. 

Tbe  bill  seat  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ".An  aei 
to  itreorpoTBIe  the  Bank  of  Potomac,"  waa  read 
t^toe,  and  committed  to  the  Comminee  of  the 
Whole  last  mentioned. 

A  metsage  from  tbe  Senate  informed  the  Hoose 
that  Ibe  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  Ab 
act  for  Ihe  relief  of  Ebeoezer  Rollins;"  in  which 
bill  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  ibis  Honae. 
'  The  HouH  resolved  itnlf  into*  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Beoaie  for  the 
relief  of  the  heirs  of  Major  Qenetal  Anihonjr 
Wayne.  [The  bill  Baiborises  a  rraettlsnteai  of 
aaooDDiB  of  said  deceased,  supposed  to  hare  beea. 
too  hastily  adjusted.]  Mr.  Milrok  atated  the 
(rttjeel  of  tha  biH  with  gremi  precision,  nainntely 
detailing  many  snnw  of  mo'nef  doe  Qenend 
Wayne  at  ibe  time  of  his  deceace,  wilb  which 
his  heira  had  noi  been  credited  in  the  seideoient 
of  bis  secOunis.  Mr.  WainaT  also  apoke  in 
fiiTor  of  Ihe  bill.  The  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading,  and  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed 
without  opposIiioD. 

BAMK  OF  THE  UMITED  STATES. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  (he  bill  to  renew  the  ehaner  of 
(he  'Bank  of  lh«  United  SUica. 

Mr.  BosmLL  morad  to  strike  oat  the  firat 

1  hav*  ntade  this  raotinn,  air,  said  Mr.  B.,  be- 
eaoM  it  allows  the  greatest  latilode  of  diacas- 
sion  upon  the  important  points  which  are  prelim- 
inary 10  the  exaninalJoB  ef  the  details.  It  tries 
ibe  principle  of  tbe  biH,  and  may  sare  much 
TedioQs  ana  useless  labor.  Shoold  a  mtjOrity  de- 
cide in  favor  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Biaiea, 
as  an  nonest  man,  I  will  afd  in  formiogra  vj^uai 
'best  adapted  to  iheslateof  Ihe  couutrjr, and  most 
subsetdentto  the  purposes  of  such  an  instiluiion. 
Tbe  eenlleman  from  Connecticut  (Mr.  Moas- 
I.BY)  has  done  justice  to  my  cooduct, and  ibe  fair- 
ness with  which  Ihe  subject  has  been  treated.  I 
hare  been  anxious  to  present  the  guniiou  fairly, 
not  from  any  doobi  or  indecision  as  to  the  course 
I  should  puTsne,  but  from  its  magnitude,  and  the 
SBOEibiliiy  it  has  excited.  It  will  be  recollected  by 
the  Commiitee,  when  ihegentlemu  from  Pean- 
aylvania  ^n'caenied  the  memoriai  upcia 'which  tbe 
Secretary  of  the  Tressdry  founded  his  report,  ott 
that,  ai>  on  all  subsequent  occasions,  ray  on>o- 
sUioo  was  manifested  ;  and  I  will  add  that  the 
particular  aitenlioo  which  my  duly  has  com- 
pelled me  to  bestow  on  the  bank,  has  confirmed 
moie  strongly  forner  impiessitoiu. 
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TberaaarlwIahaUnwke-araiatflDded  ig«boir 
that  Cau%teai  possesies  no  |»ower  (a  iiKOtporale 
abaok;  to  ebow  iu  effect  on  ibe  OaTernraCDt, 
and  10  Baiiafy  ili«  Commictae  tbat  tbe  exercue 
of  ihe  power,  «vca  if  posMssed,  is  iaeipedieoL 
.  Wbile,  tit,  I  feel  the  most  ardeot  deaire  to  ooa- 
anU  ihe  eanTenieace  of  the  QoTenimwt  ani}  pro- 
gaoetal, 

am  reatiaioed  b^tbe  CuutilDtion  of  tho  United 
Slates  and  conude rations  of  sound  policf.  It  ii 
mj  moat  deliberate  eoDviction  that  tbe  Oonstiia- 
tiofi  of  tb«  country  gires  no  autboriiy  to  Con- 

Sress  u>  incorporate  4  bank  and  endow  ibe  itoek- 
olden  with  oharlered  iiaioiuiitiea;  and  evoa  if 
its  diuolniion  shotild  produce  luit]  to  the  mer< 
obatits.aod,  wha;  is  of  aqual  importance,  embar- 
nMmeat  to  the  OoTarontent,  tfaef  woold  not  be 
panmoiiDt  to  tha  aaored  obligaiion  of  lupwif  ling 
ihe  CoDstitntion ;  tbwigh  1  am  panoaded  tbe 
dreadful  evils  wbiol^  bare  been  predietad  ftom 
(be  BDnJbilatJoa  of  the  bank  will  soon  vai^, 
and  that  no  material  shock  will  be  ^vduead  by 
a*e.  Tbe  eoostroctioD  which  the  Con- 
D  has  receired  by  the  Tarioiu  persons  who 
bare  at  different  times  admioitiered  it,  haa  been 
ligid  or  liberal  according  to  the  conideaee  ia  the 
Greaeral  or  State  goTetnments.  Tbe  unqualified 
extent  EiTen  to  its  geoeral  powers,  and  the  iDeli>< 
aion  or^iacidental  powers,  as  flowing  from  and 
bdoD^ing  to  particular  enumerated  grants,  have 
conaiiiiilcd  the  easeoiial  poinia  of  difference 
among  those  who  baye  divided  upon  tbe  ptiaci- 
ples  of  the  Constitution.  This  bai  been  the  case 
not  only  in  tbe  exaroise  of  antboriiy  wb^etbe 
right  wu  questionable,  but  in  eases  where  the 
light  was  aodeoiable,  tending  by  its  operatioo  to 
increase  tba  weight  of  the  General  OavemmenL 
In  ^iviag  to  tbe  Consiiiution  tbat  eoBMrncikm 
which  sound  policy  requires,  and  a  jnst  regard  to 
the  harmonr  of  tbe  States  aad  the  parpelttatioa 
of  tbeir  Union  diciaXes,  I  cannot  find  any  part  of 
it  authoriziug  the  exercise  of  a  power  whieh, 
from  its  nature,  is  obnoxious,  its  tettden^y  alarm- 
ing, and  its  inflneDce  in  the -hands  of  tbaae  who 
mana^  its  eoDcems  irresistible.  The  power  to 
estaUisb  a  bank  cannot  bededuced  from  itM{>en- 
«Tal  phrases  "  to  provide  for  the  commoD  drfenee 
and  general  wvlbre,"  because  ihey  metely  aif 
naunee  tbe  object  for  which  the  Oauetal  Oovem- 
juenl  was  institnied.  The  only  means  by  whieh 
this  object  is  to  be  attained  an  speeiScaily  euu- 
meraied  io  the  Coustimtion,  and  If  they  are  not 
«mple,  it  is  a  defect  which  Coi^reM  are  not 
competent  to  supply.  I  thick  this  inferenca  the 
stronger,  inasmocb  as  those  means  were  eranied 
to  us  by  those  who  had  acted  under  Ihe  Coafed- 
eniion  and  experieiKed  its  defects,  aaU  knew 
precisely  to  what  exleot  power  was  requisite  to 
provide  for  the  common  defence  and  gsneral 
welfare.  In  relation  to  this  parliculaT  sot^ect, 
the  pTOeeediogs  of  the  Cooveation  itself  furnish 
the  plainest  eTid«ice,  by  rejecting  tbe  proposition 
to  vest  ft)  Congress  the  right  to  grant  incorpora- 
tions. I  readily  admit  the  motive  of  deliberative 
bodieacauDoi  always  be  knowa.  -  Varions  ccat- 


tiderations  might  bare  operated.  They  oitght 
have  supposed  the  power  already  vested.  But,  it 
is  incumoenl  oa  those  who  can  place  faith  ia  an 
iaieipretation  so  repugnant  to  ilia  caatigus  and 
goaraed  phraseology  of  the  iaittumeot  to  dem- 
onsirait  it.  If  tbe  right  to  incorporate  exists,  it 
is  a  general  grant  of  power,  equally  applicable  to 
all  tbe  objects  of  incorporation,  and  oannot  be 
■ssumad  as  a  means  to  o^rry  into  effect  any  pai- 
tienlar  grant  of  authority.  -To  my  mind,  it  is 
much  more  nataral  to  suppose  a  power  to  creala 
inoDOpolies  had  been  surrendered,  to  qoiet  the 
fears  of  those  who  saw  ia  tbe  Gonstituiioo  the 
germ  which  would  aooaer  or  later  palsy  the  vitals 
of  the  State  authoritv.  If  the  freueral  phrases 
are  dqI  explained  in  toe  maaner  just  mentioned, 
aud  powers  so  extensive  and  important  ate  de- 
rived from  tbem,  it  would  be  ridiculons  to  con- 
sider the  jurisdictioo  of  Congress  restricted  ;  thef 
would  confer  equal  authority  to  establish  monop- 
olies in  all  tbe  varioai  brao.ehes  of  individual  in- 
dustry and  commercial  enterptise.  Sir,  I  wijl 
cocciude  this  part  of  the  subject  by  reminding 
you  how  esseniisi  it  is,  when  we  are  giving  an 
iBterpreiatioa  to  the  Gonstiiufioii,  (o  which  tba 
States  are  parlies,  to  assume  only, what  clearly 
belongs  to  us.  Moderalioa  will  inspire  confi- 
dence, selfisbaev  will  excite  disgust  and  sua- 

Tbe  parts  of  the  Constitutioil  which  beat  any 
analogy  to  this  subject,  are 

IsL  OoDsreas  shall  have  power  to  lay  and  c(^ 
lECt  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excise^  to  pay  the 
debt^  ana  provide  for  the  common  defence  and 
general  welfare,  &.a. 

2d.  To  borrow  money  on  tbe  credit  of  tbe 
United  Stales. 

3J.  To  regulate  commerce  with  fotei^n  nations, 
and  amoDg  the  several  States,  and  with  Indian 
tri|Ms.    And 

4th.  To  tnake  all  laws  which  shall  be  necesssiy 
and  proper  to  carry  the  foregoing  powers,  and  all 
other  powers  vested  by  the  Constitution  jn  the 
General  Qaverooieat,  into  effect. 

It  will  Dot  be  denied  thai,  if  the  establishment 
of  a  bank  comes  within  the  meaning  of  the  power 
to  lay  and  collect  ui^a,  to  pay  tbe  debts  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  r^ulate  commerce,  or  ia 
necessary  and  proper  to  carry  the  foregoing  pow- 
ers into  effect,  It  would  be  a  fair  subject  for  legis- 
lation by  Congress.  But  can  any  one  pretend 
that  a  bank  would  be  a  mode  contemplated  by  the 
Coustitutiun  to  lay  and  collect  taxes  on  the  peo- 
ple for  tbe  purpose  of  raising  revenue^  Would 
It  comport  with  that  wise  priacipie  of  ooiformity, 
and  those  guarded  resiticiions  against  unequal 
burdens  on  the  people,  which  consiitote  Ihe  most 

ilnable  safeguard  Io  tbe  citizen  1  To  under- 
stand these  terms  we  must  give  them  a  meaning 
which  baa  been  affixed  by  their  usual  import 
When  we  speak  of  the  power  to  lay  laxe^  we  un- 
derstand by  it  a  demand  of  money  from  the  com- 
munity, regulated  by  fixed  and  equitable  princi- 
plea,  indisciiminale  as  to  persons,  and  the  species 
of  property  taxed.  To  suppose  that  every  law 
whkch  ifflposed  burdens  or  biuught  money  into 
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the  Trnturf  ira>  CaDititoiioml.  would  dcitrof 
ODT  equal  sysiem  of  gorerDneDi,  and  Mib*titi)i« 
B  eapricious  deipotiom.  It  would  htitc  the  ex- 
ploded doctrine  of  Tree  ciAi.  bene*oleDce>,  lad 
ihil  ihameful  Irain  of  eiloriioii!i  piacticrd  bv  ihe 
old  GDvernmeDtiiof  Europe.  Dopiit  fall  wiihio 
the  povtr  to  pay  the  debii  of  the  United  Siateal 
Tbii  ciBDse  relatet  eDiirely  to  the  ippljcaiion  of 
the  fundi  afieT  thejr  bave  been  aecumtilated ;  it 
k  in  coDforiDitv  with  ibai  irticle  which  pledget 
the  public  faith  for  debts  wbieh  had  been  con- 
tracted, ai  welt  as  thoae  which  might  be  created 
in  {lariDinee  of  the  aathorfif  to  borrow  mooef 
op<m  the  faith  of  the  United  Statei.  Iftbepower 
to  iDcorporate  a  bank  grew  ont  of  the  obliffation 
to  pay  the  dehu  of  the  United  SlaIe^  its  charter 
should  be  «o  worded  as  to  erase  wheoeter  tbef 
were  extinguished;  and  it  wonld  be  no  longer 
for  Coogreis  to  fii  a  definite  period  for  ita  expi- 
Taiion.    If  ihe  right  of  iocorporaiion  was  eret 


illy  fol- 
yei,n<i 


I  to  be  given,  it  would 
low  from  the  rrgtitalron  of  . 
ODC  hi*  contended  ConBreis 
nfvnee  companiei  within  the  Btate*.  Those 
who  contend  the  bank  is  ConBtituiioiial,  comider 
it  «a  DecesMTy  and  proper  in  collecting  ibe  r«Te- 
Bue.  That  it  may  be  an  useful  instrument,  I  do 
BOI  deny.  It  forms  depositories  convenient  to 
the  OoTcrnment:  but,  yoa  should  reealleet  de- 
positorie*  equally  safe  and  conrenieni,  can  be 
procnred  without  being  porehsped  at  the  expense 
of  exorbitant  and  inTidious  pritilqes  to  a  partic- 
nlar  class  in  the  commnnity.  I  appTcbeDd  the 
Constitution  means  something  exireortely  differ- 
ent when  it  empowers  the  Oeneral  Qorernmenl 
to  collect  Uies;  it  relatet  exclusirelv  to  the  au- 
thority thus  given  to  Congress  of  employing  com- 
rlsory  proceai  in  coercing  the  payment  of  taxes; 
•nablcs  Gongresa  to  create,  within  the  jarisdic- 
lion  of  the  States,  officers  of  the  revenue,  and 
through  them,  to  exercise  over  the  property  of 
the  citizens  a  eonenrrpotjurimlieiion,  from  which 
they  otherwise  would  be  precluded,  and  from 
which  they  had  been  precluded  before  ibe  adop- 
tioo  of  the  Constituiion  ;  it  enahlea  them  to  im- 

Ke  penalties  and  forfeiturea,  and  to  inflict  pnn- 
raent  for  resistance  to  their  authority.  Bat, 
air,  admit  for  a  moment  the  bank  may  be  formed 
to  collect  the  reveooe,  ottsht  it  not  be  exelusiTely 
used  for  that  object?  Whence  the  power  to 
nake  it  an  instrument  of  commerce?  Wby  in- 
Tcat  it  with  a  capital  immensa  in  amouci,  and 
,  aovereign  in  its  control  over  the  txteroal  and  in- 
ternal commerce  of  the  country?  Sir,  I  most 
again  call  your  attention  to  the  limited  naiiire  of 
oar  Government;  we  must  administer  it  as  we 
find  it,  and  not  as  we  think  it  onght  to  be.  Un- 
der this  view  of  the  subject,  so  long  as  I  under- 
atutd  the  right  to  "  lay  taxes"  to  consist  in  draw- 
ing supplies  from  the  people  for  public  purposes, 
,  and  not  to  tax  one  portion  of  the  community  for 
Ihe  benefit  of  another,  and  "  to  collect  ibem,"  the 
right  10  enforce  payment,  I  cannot  construe  them 
to  anthorize  the  esiablishmeot  of  a  hank.  Sir,  a 
bank  baa  been  improperly  considered  a  means  of 
cxccatiog  some  power  exclusively  given  to  Con- 
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a  distinct  class  of  political  power,  thai,  before 
they  can  be  converted  into  aeana  incidental  to 
an  object  withoni  the  jorisdieiioo  of  the  Oeneral 
Qovernment,  they  must  be  shown  to  be  tbso* 
lutelf  neceiMry.  Permit  me  to  atk,  how  has  it 
been  ascertajaed  that  a  bank  is  necesiary  to  the 
operations  of  Ihe  Government  ?  Has  tbeeipeti- 
roeoi  been  tiled  7  Upon  a  qneatioo  iaToIviog  ■ 
breach  of  the  ConsiituiioB,  it  would  be  aafer  to 
be  guided  by  experience  than  conjecture. 

Sir,  I  am  wdl  aware  that  I  can  add  nothing 
new  upon  tbe  Constitutional  points.  Thesabjeet 
wai  more  thoroBghly  examined  in  1791,  and  more 
ably  efueidated  iban  any  other  since  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Government.  The  celebrated  spccen 
of  Mr.  MiDiaoN.  to  wbieh  I  ascrtbe  my  coovic- 
lion,  has  been  recently  presented  to  us  in  the 
newspapers,  and  gentlemen  most  be  familiar  with 
it.  I  cannot  give  aJditional  weigbt  to  the  argu- 
ments, but  I  thought  it  proper  lo  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Comuittec  to  that  partof  the  aubjecl 
by  tbe  remarks  I  have  made. 

I  said,  sir,  it  must  be  shown  that  the  bank  is 
necessary  10  the  operalionaof  the  Gorerniaeat — 
without  it*  aid  our  fiscal  coDceros  cannot  be 
managed.  So  far  from  sabBcribing  to  the  neces- 
sity of  the  bank,  I  believe  the  revenue  woald  he 
equally  safe  in  the  State  banks,  and  could  be  dis- 
tributed nitb  ioooDsiderable  difficulty.  The  rev- 
enue received  in  most  of  the  States  ia  nearly 
equal  to  tbe  expenditure  within  them,  and  when 
a  deficiency  occurred  in  any  one,  it  could  be  sup- 
plied by  arrangements  witn  «he  different  banks, 
by  traaspo nation,  or  inland  bills  of  exchange,  in 
tbe  manner  that  tbe  public  engagemeitte  are  ful- 
filled abroad.  I  will  venture  to  assert  the  Secre* 
ury  of  the  Treasury  will  find  no  difficolty  in 
coDiraciing  with  individuals  and  corporate  iasii- 
tutioni,  upon  the  most  ample  security,  ro  tmnsfer 
the  public  revenue  upon  terms  cqaally  advan- 
tageous lo  the  United  Stales.  Among  the  aev- 
aral  Slates  commercial  inteicourse  is  great,  and 
daily  increasing;  the  constant  traffic  wbieh  tbe 
diffi>rent  portions  of  the  cooolry  maintain  with 
one  another,  will  give  facility  to  the  operations  of 
tbe  Qovernmeoi,  and  obviate  tbe  obsucles  which 
are  nniiei^ted ;  the  very  commerce  which  en- 
ahlea tbe  Treasury  to  remit  wiib  ease  immense 
soma  to  every  part  of  Berope  ia  the  resnli  of 
this  ioterebange  among  tbe  Hiales,  and  inanrea 
equal  facility  ai  home.  Where,  tlien,  is  ibe  ne- 
cessity for  Ibis  bank?  The  accommodation  of 
the  bank  to  the  Qovernment  in  times  of  emer- 
gency, and  the  use  of  itM  resources  to  support 
public  credit,  have  been  urged  aa  moiirea  for 
its  establishment;  how  far  such  consideration* 
weaken  Coostituiional  objeotioos,  it  is  needless 
to  state.  If,  sir,  the  bank  becomes  a  aoatce  of 
supply  to  the  Oovernment  lo  an  adequate  extent, 
it  ceases  to  be  one  to  the  merchants.  It  ibere- 
fore,  cannot  ana  we  r  in  both  eapacilies.  Thcsame 
neoeasity  which  throws  the  Qovernment  opoa  the 
ebarity  of  the  banks  renders  it  incaftahle  of  dia- 
cbargioy  Ibe  obligation,  and  while  the  fond*  of 
Ihe  institution  are  locked  up  in  the  QorenneDj, 
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il9  comin«rcial  fuoetioDi  mustceaH.  The  relief 
which  Budden  and  temporar*  embBrrasimenta 
require,  cbd,  ki  all  limes,  be  adminiatere'l  bj  the 
State  bianka,  and,  therefore,  snpersedeii  ihe  necei< 
ail;  of  aid  from  tiu»  bank.  Wbeoever,  by  dj«i»- 
un,  the  ordinary  soarcei of  BUpplf  are  eihaosted, 
«r  the  unavoidable  objects  of  eipeoditUFe  exceed 
the  revenue,  a  more  copioiu  aod  ptrrnaaent  ali- 
meai  will!  be  found  in  the  wealth  and  capital  of 
the  ciiizeo*  tbau  by  loann  fVom  banks.  Instead 
of  divertiag  the  letive  and.  p^duciire  capital 
'from  useful  uhBaneio,  the  aluggiah  and  inert  mau 
wiU  b«  drawn  forth  in  iuaid,  lo.sappori  public 
credit  and  cherish  privBte  eoierprise.  Bui,  sir, 
is  it  prudent  to  rel^  upon  an  mstitulion  thai 
may  refose  you  auistance?  What  will  be  the 
iofluence  of  ■nab  an  inititution  ou  tbe  Oovern- 
men!,  and  the  country  at  laige'?  It  canoot  escape 
Tour  recolleciian  that  the  establishment  of  ine 
Bank  of  tha  United  States  was  ibe  origin  of  a 
■fsiem  which  assumed  as  its  basis  the  enlarge- 
ment  of  tbe  natiooal  jurisdiction.  Whether  the 
priociplee  of  eipediency  lo  which  ii  owes  its 
fiiitb  be  regarded,  or  the  overweening  inftuenae 
it  esiabliihed  over  the  moDeyed  instiuiioos  and 
mercbwitk  of  the  States,  tbe  charge,  to  say  the 
least,  is  plausible.  The  close  and  intimate  oon- 
nezioD  between  the  GoveTDmenlaod  bank— Ihe 
dependeDce  of  the  former  for  loaas^  and  the  lat- 
■tetfor  public  deposites,  have  given  the  Exeauiire 
irrBDch  it*  full  share  of  influence  end  odium — 
ahows  incoDtesiably  it  was  created  to  augment 
the  power  of  the  Oeneral  Govcrnmeut,  and  the 
Slxecutive  in  particular.  Yei,  ^ir,  it  was  (^he 
commenceraeDt  of  ibOBa  political  animosiiiea 
which  have  pnisoned  the  source*  of  social  later- 
«aUTse ;  it  wan  the  origin  of  that  doctrine  of  coa- 
■tructire  power  which  ibrogates  the  ConatitD- 
tioD  and  nullifies  the  restrictions  imposed  upon 
-CoDgreai.  So  long  as  it  exists,  the  body  politic 
will  experience  tbe  a^taiions  and  copvuleive 
4hroeB  of  well  grounded  jealousy  in  ihri  Slates. 

Sir,  ia  the  administreiion  of  this  Government 
two  tbiogB  atone  tre  necessary  to  insure  its  du- 
rability. You  must  first  avoid  every  measure 
which,  will  produce  uneasineRs  among  the  Slates, 
or,  second,  tliai  will  extend  the  jaiisdiction  of  the 
United  Slate*  Qovernmeol  to  subjects  purely  lo- 
-eel.  I  do  not  mean  that  the  rightful  anihoriiy  of 
-Congress  is  to  be  abandoned  for  fear  of  giving 
-offence,  but,  whenever  called  on  to  take  a  step 
which  will  produce  uneasineas,  ^on  should  be  per- 
fectly satisned  the  teller  and  spirit  of  the  Consti- 
tution bear  you  oul.  Do  not  gentlemen  perceive 
the  tendency  of  this  measure  to  involve  us  with 
-the  Stale*  upon  delicaie  poioii?  Has  aol  the 
United  Slates'  Bank  produced  serious  alarm  1 
'Will  not  the  alarm  be  increased  by  iisconiinu- 
-anceattbisiimel  Yes,  air,  some  of  the  Slates 
have  already  taxed  this  institution,  others  have 
wailed  under  the  expectation  we  shall  render  a 
eollisioD  onpeeessary.  Suppose  tl)a  ctiaiter  re- 
newed, and  iha  sIocKbolders  should  be  taxed  in 
.■uch  a  manner  as  to  destroy,  virtually,  the  privi- 
leges you  have  gqarsntied  to  them  ?  Are  yi>u  to 
leave  them  aoprotected,  or  will  you  dnw  the 


sword  ia  their  bebolfl  While  yon  have  tim^ 
avoid  a  siiuatioo  not  less  perilous  than  the  most 
serious  foreign  war.  Sines  the  establishment  of 
the  bapk,  the  States  have  created  banks — their 
people  have  acBOmuUted  capital,  and  they  will 
not  tamely  witness  the  perpetUitioQ  of  an  iostl- 
tuiioo  whose  strength  can  at  any  moment  over- 
throw  whatever  Stale. bank  they  may  mark  for 
destruetiou.  Howeverparadoxical  it  may  appear, 
I  consider  the  Oeneral  Government  strengthened 
by  narrowing  its  jurisdiciiou ;  it  will  produce  dis- 
union whenever  they  interfere  with  local  cot)' 
eer^is.  The  habile,  lacs)  interests,  and  passions 
of  this  country  vary,  and  no  one  is  a  compeieot 
judge  of  whai  will  suit  ihe  feelings  of  the  State 
out  of  which  be  lives.  But,  sir,  there  are  gene- 
ral principles  in  which  our  feeliogs  and  inlereeK 
are  identified  ;  there  ate  subjects  upon  which  we 
may  safely  aci,  and  trust  to  Ihe  co-operaiion  of 
every  man  and  State  in  the  Union.  Does  the  bank 
afibcl  Ihe  people  locally?  The  answer  is  obvious:  it 
not  only  underiakes  to  fix  ihe  amount  of  capiiil, 
but  interferes  with  the  rights  of  properly  most 
essentially— it  may  change  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  Stale  law  at  to  the  liability  of  properly 
for  debts,  and  the  mode  of  recovering  ihem.  Let 
me  caution  you  against  the  renewal  of  tbe  char- 
ier; it  is  pregnant  with  the  most  baneful  conse- 
quences to  the  iranquilliiy  of  the  coaniry.  Is  it 
not  better  to  sacrifice  ihis  golden  calf  upon  the 
altar  of  concord,. restore  confidence  and  harmony 
among  individuals  as  well  as  Sutes,  and  to  reu- 
nite Ipe  lovers  of  the  Constiti^lioa  7 

In  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasorr, 
the  convenience  of  ohlainiag  loans  from  the 
book  is  meniionad  as  an  inducement  to  establish 
aNationet  Bank.  To  me  tbe  abuse  of  this  con- 
veaience  is  more  dreaded  than  any  other  evil 
which  will  follow  from  ^e  measure.  Whera 
lure  you  seen  a  National  B^ ok,  connected  with 
the  Government,  which  has  not  utilmalely  riiio- 
ed  the  circulatinii  medium  of  the  nation  1  It  is  >• 
notorious  fact  that  money  has  depreciated  teti- 
ously,  from  tbe  unlimited  circulation  of  paper, 
and  il  the  Government  should  be  compelled,  by 
necessily,  th  use  ihe  funds  of  the  baQk,they  must 
permit  the  idcieased  circulalioa  of  its  paper,  al- 
though its  money  capital  remains  stationary.  In 
this  situation  the  Government  must  tolerate  an 
operation  which  will  inerease  ihe  evil  of  which 
wecomplaiD.  The  example  ol  England  isasal- 
Uiary  monitioD  to  ns,and  we  ought  to  profit  from 
it.  In  that  eounirv  there  was  a  time  when  Iha 
stability  of  the  bank  was  a  national  phrase,  '^  At 
good  as  the  Bank  of  England."  How  is  it  nowl 
The  funds  of  the  bank  have  been  borrowed  In* 
Ihe  Government— ils  paper  circulation  increase^ 
and  Parliameni  has  been  compelled  to  make  it  ■ 
tender  for  the  payment  of  all  coqtracts.  Who, 
sir,  con  estimate  the  complicated  mischiefs  of  a 
depreciated  paper  currency,  without  specie  for  its 
redemption!  Should  we  be  involved  in  war,  oi 
our  properly  seized  abroad,  nothing  can  prevent 
universal  bankruptcy— one  wide-sprcBd  ruin  will 
pervade  the  Goniineni.  At  this  lime  the  country 
It  inuadated  with  paper  boltomed  upon  the  whols 
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floatkig  and  teal  ^p«r(f  of  ibe  eommuDitr: 
■hontd  ID  alsrm  #ziBt,  cin  these  funda  be  conTcrt- 
ed  into  money  to  redeem  ils  credit  1  Cfertainly 
aot.  Will  il  not  be  pradeni  to  dimmish  ttie  ex- 
tent of  ihi«e*il  by  pDUin^  down  (hii bank  wbich 
is  the  fbuDtaiD  from  which  the  whole  syjtera 
flowtl  It  il  of  little  impoMBDce,  as  it  regarda 
the  tDtenial  trade  of  a  country,  ^hai  consiitntea 
the  repreieatation  of  property.  Paper,  iron,  or 
BDylbing  else,  which  pasie*  cnrrent,  will  aoKwer 
eTery  parpoie  of  barter  and  trade*,  bat,  in  iti 
commerce  abroad,  it  i*  indispeiiMble  that  the  cir- 
cnlaliii)i;  medium  ihould  be  eqnally  valuable  mod 
readilf  ackoowiedeed  among'  all  commercial  na- 
tions; otherwise,  ill  the  operatioai  of  commerce, 
carried  on  with  money,  will  be  Bbandoned  or 

iirosecuted  ander  disadvantages  equal  to  the  dif- 
ereoce  in  the  value  of  the  enrreocy  at  home  and 
abroad.  In  countries  actively  engaged  ia  busi- 
Deu,  this  branch  of  trade  is  not  only  great  in 
amount,  bnt  by  far  the  most  profitable.  How 
unwise,  therefore,  not  only  to  substitute  for  the 
preeious  metals  paper  currency,  whose  value  is 
eonfinedto  the  United  States,  buttoaogment  the 
^uaotily  until  it  depreciate*  even  among  o«r- 
aelrcs. 

I  cannot  sofliaiehtly  ezpreia  my  apprebenslon 
at  a  state  of  things  which  expoaea  na  lo  irrepara- 
Ue  injury  whenever  a  foreign  nation  ahali  Intep- 
rbpi  our  commerce,  or  m^  regret  at  the  daily  as- 
eendency  of  this  fatal  policy.  In  mjr  opioioa,  sir, 
the  true  corrective  will  beapplied,  if  the  Govern- 
ment, iuiead  of  receiving  the  paper  of  a  pattic- 
nlar  bank  in  payment  for  the  reveaoe,  iball  re- 
qnire  specie  as  the  only  tender.  Such  an  opna* 
tion  would  secure  to  the  country  its  due  propor- 
tion of  the  preeiofls  metals,  would  reslratn  within 
rational  and  aseful  limits  the  circulation  of  paper, 
would  insare  stability  to  the  moneyed  iasiilu- 
tioDs,  save  the  people  from  the  dreatffuf  scene  of 
bank  swindling  which  is  exhibited,  and  restore 
'  the  eqaality  olirade  with  foreign  nations,  which 
depends  upon  the  fixed  value  of  the  circulating 
medium.  lam  far  from  intimating  that  banks 
are  useless,  when  established  with  a  dae  regard 
to  the  actual  wants  of  the  country.  Measured 
by  that  standard,  they  form  the  chief  resouree  gf 
industry,  lobricate  the  wheels  of  commerce,  and 
accelerate  their  mntten — but  (he Constitution  has 
wisely  intrusted  this  measure  to  the  States ; 
they  are  the  most  competent  judges.  If  the  Bank 
of  the  United  Slates  tended  to  restrain  the  mul- 
tiplication of  banks,  and  the  ruinous  emission  of 
paper,  I  acknowledge  it  would  be  a  powerful  ar- 
gument in  its  favor — it  would  go  fat  to  satisfy 
me  of  its  expediency.  But,  instead  of  producing 
ibis  eSeet,  we  have  seen  them,  like  mushroons  in 
a  genial  soil,  spring  up  under  its  fostering  protec- 
tion ;  the  Bans  of  ihe  United  States  has  an  in- 
terest in  vhemultiplieation  of  similar  insliluiions, 
because  they  all  tend  to  secure  it  from  danger, 
and  enable  it  to  increase  the  discounts  to  the 
greatest  amount ;  before  the  Uuiied  States'  Bank 
can  be  elected  all' the  other  banks  must  be  rain- 
ed, because  the  advantage  of  public  depoiites,  and 
the  great  extent  of  capital,  will  afford  the  meana 


of  ireriiag  the  atom.  What  has  been  the  fact 
upon  this  subject  1  Have  not  Ihe  most  shameful 
aystems  of  bank  awindliog  been  practised  7  Tim 
Slate  of  Massaehnsetts  found  it  neeeasary  either 
to  suppress  her  banks,  or  limit  their  diaconats. 
They  found,  upon  examining  the  vaalu  of  ih« 
banks,  the  whole  of  them  did  not  coniaifl  apeefe- 
equal  to  the  paper  issued  by  a  single  one.  Yea, 
air,  instead  ei  Snding  a  sound  body,  they  found  ■ 
corpse'  rotten  and  decayed ;  the  specie  had  fled 
and  the  public  were  lef^  without  the  praspect  oT 
remuneration.  Have  yon  forioiten  the  Bank  of 
Rhode  IslaiHl  7  This  bank  had  issued  notes  to 
the  amount  of  9800,000  upon  a  capital  of  $451 
Will  gentlemen  tell  me  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Slates  has  cheeked,  orwill  keep  down,  ia  future^ 
similar  impostitoas?  I  am  justified  in  consider- 
tag  this  bank  instrnmenia!  fo  depreciating  the 
currency  of  the  eoontry,  and  banisbfng  its  snb- 
aian I J at  capital. 

There  b  nobranehof  iitdniry  morenNtnially 
injured  by  the  artifieial  state  of  credit,  and  tlw 
depreciated  cerrency  of  the  eojotry,  than  mana- 
faeturea.  ThepreeariooseoAditionof oofflmerc*- 
haa  naturally  turned  the  public  attention  to  this- 


cles  of  substantial  ntiUiy  for  themselves.  The 
w«r  in  Eampe,  by  deranging  the  op«nliona  oV 
the  manufacturer,  and  the  taxes  with  which  faia 
indnairy  has  been  burdened,  have  conspired  to 
giVa  a  vigorous  impulae  to  them  here.  Bat,  air, 
we  shall  probacy  wilneastheirdeRiraclioahythe 
rapid  denreciaiion  of  paper,  which  raisn  the 
price  of  labor,  and  impedes  the  aceottplisfament 
of  Ibis  moat  desirable  object.  The  exchange  crf~ 
labor  between  the  inbabiiants  of  America  and 
ibe  Old  World,  has  always  been  dlsadrantageoin^ 
We  have  not  only  paid  full  profits  upon  the  ea|>- 
hal  and  labor  employed  in  the  prodnction  of  what 
iseonsDined,  hat  we  have  paid  the  taxes  wbieh 
the  prodigai  Governiiteats  of  Europe  have  laid 
upon  them. 

Upon  this  subjeet  a  stroDg  appeal  has  beeB 
made  to  onr  Ifeeliiigs ;  it  has  been  said  the  disao- 
luiioa  of  tbe  bank  wilt  produce  the  moat  aerioiis- 
pressure  in  the  commoQiiy,  and  will  devote  num- 
bers to  rain.  I  am  coafident  no  man  would  be 
more  gratified  ibaa  myselF,  to  afford  relief  Ifr^ 
those  who  may  sader,  if  [  was  not  precluded  bf 
Consiiiuiional  diffieullies.  While  I  admit  (he- 
sufferings  of  individoal*  will  be  gi«at,  I  am  equal- 
ly oonvioeed  the  picture  is  highfy  colored  and  the 
facts  exaggerated. 

The  lime  when  the  charter  erpires  has  been 
known  to  every  person  ;  Che  presumption  against 
its  renewal;  strong.  How  can  you,  therefore,  be- 
lieve lbs  creditors  of  the  bank  have  made  no 
provision  to  meet  the  event?  It  ia  acarcely 
possible  to  eoncefre  that  funda  have  not  been 
provided  to  extricate  themselves.  When  I  cay 
tbe  presumption  against  the  renewal  of  the  ehai^ 
ter  has  been  strong.  I  do  not  allude  an  mnch  la- 
the sentiment  in  tnis  House,  as  to  the  solemn 
declaration  of  the  President  of  ii 
tionality— 
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[Mr.  MicoN  called  Mr.  Burwell  io  order  for 
Qsm^  the  name  of  ihe  Presideot  in  debate.] 

Sir,  ihe  TJolaLion  of  order  has  been  inadverl- 
enily  committed  ;  his  name  was  not  nsed  lo  pro- 
daee  anr  effect  here,  becao«e  I  really  am  unac- 
<|uau)tea  wilh  hi*  preseai  opinion*,  except  aa  1 
infer  them  from  bis  Speech  in  1791 ;  I  cannot 
tl  of  arguments  iheo, 


suppose  he  would  Q' 
and  acl  open  another 

Under  such  circurasiaiicea,  it  woold  be  crii 
nal  in  this  House  to  yield  CooslitotioDal  obj< 
liouK,  and  surrender  important  considerations  of 
policy,  to  shelter  those  who  hare  ebut  their  eyes 
to  the  law.  Th?  Legldature  cannot  resist  with 
too  tnnch  BrmDess  such  an  appeal;  it  is  placing 
ibem  at  the  mercy  of  a  few,  and  iBc'riflcing  the 
general  good  to  the  clamors  or  follies  of  the  txa- 
provideot. 

It  has  been  said  that  08,000,000  in  specie  will 
be  required,  from  circmation,  to  meet  the  de- 
mands of  the  baok,  and  that  the  atnonnt  cannot 
be  procored  in  the  United  Stales.  I  Teniure  to 
assert,  upon  the  statement  furnished  bjr  the  bank 
agents,  the  sum  trill  not  exceed  S2,500  000  orer 
and  above  the  specie  in  the  vaolts  of  the  bask. 
After  paying  and  settling  wiih  the  community, 
the  bauk  will  owe  lo  the  siockholders  $10,400.- 
000.  If  they  retain  the  specie  now  in  the  raulis, 
amounting  to  ||5,000,000,  ihe  demand  upon  the 
commaniiy  will  be  lessened  to  ihai  extent;  if  it 
fs  paid  out  to  meet  the  return  of  their  notes  in 
circulation,  it  passes  iulo  other  banlu,  and  will 
return  to  them;  lo  that,  in  either  case,  it  will 


must  be  deducted  $500,000,  the  amount  of  real 
estate  belonging  to  tbe  corporation,  S2,750;000, 
loaned  to  the  Qorernment,  and  about  830O.00O  in 
•  soil,  leaving  a  balance  not  exceeding  82.500,000. 
Will  it  be  said  that  this  sum  cannot  be  raised  in 
a  couairy  whose  export  of  specie,  for  the  last 
year,  amounted  lo  $3,000,0007  Will  It  be  said 
that  the  system  of  banks  has  reduced  us  to  this 
low  ebb,  and  yet  we  are  called  upon  to  perpetu- 
ate the  evil  ?  From  this  -view  of  the  subject,  it 
appears  that  tbe  creditors  of  the  bank  will  be 
compelled  to  raise  $7,500,000. 

Can  any  gCDllemen  seriously  believe  that  this 
sum  will  ruin  the  country  7  If,  sir,  we  Judge 
from  (he  number  of  banks  springing  into  exist- 
ence in  the  diflerent  Stales,  the  conclusion  is  irre- 
sistible, that  there  is  a  redundancy  of  capital 
more  than  ample  to  accommodate  all  the  debtors 
of  the  baok.  Scarcely  a  sinale  Legislature  has 
separated  without  granting  charters.  You  have 
this  morning  deposited  in  Comntiltee  of  the 
Whole,  the  cemetecy  for  the  District,  five  banks, 
with  an  ageregaie  capital  of  three  and  a  half 
millions.    This  thing  must  b     '  '  '      ' 

ery,  or  there  is  a  redundancy  . . 
fraodulent,  the  sooner  tbe  delusion  is  dissipated 
the  belter. 

I  shall,  for  tbe  present,  admit  these  applica- 
tioDt  are  evidences  of  capital,  and  contend  they 
will  operate  effectually  to  relieve  the  commu- 
nily.    But,  sir,  it  will  W  fbuod  from  the  state- 


ment of  Ihe  bank  ageott,  the  directors  have  twr 
traded  debts  nearly  or  quite  equal  to  the  amootr 
due  ihem,  and  that  they  will  find  difficulty  it^ 
meeting  the  claiois  against  ihem.  These  claima 
will  naturally  be  IraDsferred  to  those  who  are  in.- 
debied,  or  deposited  in  State  banks,  where  thejt 
will  constitote  funds  upon  which  accommoda^  - 
lion  can  be  extended.  The  moment  you  destrov 
theliank,  ihe  notes  it  has  issued,  to  the  amonu 
of  (5,000,000,  will  retnrn  ;  tbe  deposites,  amouab- 
ing  to  nearly  eight  millions  and  a  half,  will  coon 
into  Ihe  market;  these,  added  to  ihe  private  cap- 
ital which  can  be  spared,  will  supply  tbe  meaos 
of  lustaioing  the  shock. 

I  feel  confident  the  removal  of  public  depos; 
iles  wilt  so  far  to  remedy  the  evil.  Tbe  loan- 
obiained  from  the  bank,  and  payable  the  1st  of 
January,  will  add  to  the  facility  of  talisfying  iha- 
claims  of  the  bank.  Even  the  fnnds  of  the  nt^ 
stitution  itself  will  rapidly  glide  intocbannebol' 
proSt,  and  Goniribuie.  (o  the  object.  Thus,  air, 
this  omnipoteni  association,  whoiie  influence  per- 
vades the  Continent;  whose  nod  dispenses  pro- 
teclioD  or  ruin,  like  an  angry  cloud,,  will  be  di»- 
armed  by  the  conducting  powers  of  the  Stata 
banks;  there  will  be  no'expfosion.  Its  substance 
irilt  be  secreted,  mixed  with  their  juicee,  ani) 
strengthen  the  general  system. 

In  the  public  discussions  upon  thia  subject,  we 
have  been  told  the  quantity  of  specie  has  been 
reduced  below  the  actual  wants  of  trade,  and 
liiat  tbe  poriLoii  of  slock  held  by  foreigners  will 
be  carried  abroad  io  money.  Those  who  endeavor 
to  alarm  us  in  this  way,  ate  either  ignorant  theia- 
selves,  or  ihey  calculate  largely  upon  our  credu- 
lity. It  is,  sir,  a  melancholy  fact  that  specie  hoa 
been  almost  banished  from  circulation  by  paper, 
and  from  tbe  vaults  of  tbe  bank*  by  exportation) 
abroad,  in  a  commerce  which  does  not  replace  IL 
It  is  equally  true,  that  this  bank  has  contributed 
more  ihan  any  other  to  prodoce  this  deplorable 
Tesult.  But  it  is  evideoi  the  exportation  must  be 
limited  in  amount,  or  the  import  of  specie  coia- 
mensurate,  if  we  do  not  continue  tbe  present  st»- 
lem  which  threatens  as  with  b  currency  eiclo- 
aively  paper. 

As  to  the  exportation  of  specie  by  tbe  foreign 
btoekholders,  nothing  can  be  more  absurd.  Have 
not  the  motives  which  induced  them  to  inreM 
their  property  in  the  United  States  been  streogtV 
eoed  7  Yes,  sir,  funds  in  every  part  of  Europe 
are  fluctuating  and  insecure;  the  grip  of  laxa- 
tion  has  embraced  them,  and  you  must  think 
wotse  of  the  judgment  of  these  proprietors  thad 
I  do,  if  you  suppose  thev  will  quit  a  country 
whose  insiiiutioDs  are  safe,  and  whose  property 
is  advancing  rapidly  in  value.  But  laying  aside 
coDsideraiions  which  of  themselves  are  sufficient 
pledges,  the  rate  of  eiebange  renders  the  remit- 
tance of  specie,  particularly  silver,  altogether 
improbable.  Would  any  man  in  his  senses  ship 
specie  10  England,  when  he  can  purchase  bills  of 
exchange  eight  or  ten  per  cent,  below  par?  Will 
he  loK  four  percent,  insurance,  freight, and  com- 
missions, when  he  cau  make  eight  or  ten  by  re- 
mittances in  bills  of  exchange  t    These  queationa 
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■carrj  conriciion  to  eterjr  mso,  unles*  he  suppo- 
ses iDDDey  i»  vorih  moie  ibao  ihi«  diScrvnce  over 
the  paper  currency  of  ibe  couoiry.  Alihough 
the  exchaoge  is  in  favor  of  Holland  four  per 
cent.,  ii  wouU  be  cheaper  lo  lose  Iliat  amount 
than  pay  fifleeii  or  twenty  per  cent,  insurance, 
dtc.,  for  the  iraniporiHiiou  of  specie,  lubject  to 
risk  from  Briiish  cruiserx.  and  seizute  from 
'FrCDch  rulers  in  port.  No  one  tirill  say  (hat  the 
Dnlch  have  any  molires  to  draw  iheir  lund)  from 
th«  United  States. 

AHer  showing,  I  hope  to  youraaiUfaction,  that 
apecia  cannot  be  remitted  in  the  actual  Mate  of 
tniogH,  1  will  suppose  foreigo  Eionkbolders should 
transfer  iheir  capitalj  bow  would  that  affect  ihii 
country?  From  what  I  have  said,  it  appears 
that  the  one  million,  held  io  Holland,  and  six 
millioDs  in  England,  if  withdrawn  from  the  Uni- 
ted Slate^  would  only  be  aa  exchange  of  funds 
with  the  American  merchant,  and  would  not 
aSect  Ihe  money  in  circulation.  I  confidently 
believe  the  present  embarrassments  of  merchants 
arise  from  the  spoliations  of  the  belligerents,  and 
principally  from  the  accumulation  of  funds  io 
England,  which  ihey  caanot  withdraw  but  at  a 
great  toss.  For  sometime  past  shipments  have 
been  almost  confined  to  England  ;  the  prices 
have  been  good,  and  the  proceeds  far  above  the 
demand  for  English  mercnandise;  added  to  this, 
whenever  shipments  have  been  made  eUewhere, 
the  profitable  purchases  of  bills  have  increased 
'  their  funds  in  Great  Britajn. 

The  fact  is  clearly  demonstrated  from  the 
stale  of  exchange,  wnich  for  the  first  time  is 
greallr  in  our  favor.  If,  then,  the  stockholders 
■boula  remit  their  funds  by  bills  of  exchange,  it 
ivould.  briog  six  millions  into  the  market,  and 
not  only  relieve  the  American  merchant  frum 
the  unfavorable  slate  of  exchange,  but  would  at 
once  furnish  ibe  means  of  meeting  bis  engage- 
tnents  and  relieving  his  embarrassments.  It 
would  be  a  loss  of  that  much  capital  to  ihe'Uni- 
ted  States ;  but  wc  can  bear  the  loss,  as  is  evident 
from  the  rapidity  with  which  new  capital  is  sup- 
plied to  form  new  banks.  Should  they  give  a 
preference  to  moneyed  inatituiions  here  Ine  com- 
munity would  be  equally  relieved. 

U  m%J  be  abbed,  if  foreign  capital  remains, 
shall  we  not  be  exposed  to  its  influence?  I  do 
not,  sir,  object  to  (he  use  of  foreign  copiial  by 
individuals,  but  I  never  will  consent  to  organize 
it  under  the  patronage  of  the  Grovernment;  io 
the  hands  of  an  individual  its  influence  is  com- 
paratively insienificani.  Combined  is  the  form 
of  a  National  Bank  it  becomes  truly  formidable 
to  the  best  interests  of  the  nation ;  be^iides,  I  well 
know  that  individuals  who  can  obiain  money  at 
an  interest  less  than  the  profit  it  yields,  cannot  be 
prevented  by  law  from  borrowing.  In  this  form 
It  may  subserve  the  purposes  of  Industry,  but 
cannot  control  fjublio  opinion  or  obstruct  public 
measures.  If,  sir,  the  pressure  upon  the  commu- 
niiy  should  not  be  removed  in  the  mode  I  have 
aucgested,  the  bank  will  naturally  proceed  in  (he 
collection  of  its  debts,  in  a  manner  best  calcula- 
ted to  secure  itaslf.    I  cannot  imagine  measutea 


..ill  be  adopted  which  will  force  the  roerchania 
either  to  fail  or  to  refuse  payment.  Such  con- 
duct on  the  part  of  the  bank  would  be  Wantonly 
cruel  and  unjust,  and  would  probably  terminate  ia 
great  losses.  In  the  event  of  such  a  .prixedure 
llie  merchants  would  compel  the  bank  to  resort 
to  the  ordinary  course  for  the  recovery  of  debia, 
and  under  such  circumstances  I  do  notapprebend 
(heir  credit  would  be  aifected  with  other  banks. 
The  alarming  scarcity  of  specie,  produced  by  ibe 


facility  which  the  bank  has  furnished,  (o  jpi 
it  for  exportation,  and  speculaiions  in  bill 


dd 


ri   jui   eipuEiaiLuu,  auu  Bpin;uuiiiuna  m  uiiis  soia 

by  the  agents  of  the  British  for  the  use  of  their 
troops  in  Canada  and  the  West  Indiei,  cannot  be 
loo  strongly  impressed  on  the  mind  of  the  Com- 
too  soon  Slopped  by  the  Government. 
that  a  temporary  inconvenience  results 
from  the  latter  mode  of  exportstiou,  because  il  is 
WD  brought  back  in  return  for  provisions  sup- 
plied by  the  Middle  States.  It  must  be  known, 
sir,  to  you.  why  the  import  of  specie,  which  nur- 
tured the  East  India  trade,  has  ceased  since  the 
revolution  in  Spanish  America,  which  opened 
the  direct  trade  to  (be  English  for  auppliea  of 
ih  and  East  India  to^nufacturei,  and  the 
facility  of  shipping  specie  direct  to  Spain,  with- 
out the  intervenlion  of  bills  of  exchange  obtained 
tbis'conoiry  on  Europe ;  the  supply  of  Ameri- 
can produce  to  the  Spanish  colonies  has  never 
been  more  than  sufficient  to  keep  up  the  neces- 

J  quantity  for  our  own  use  and  for  the  India 
e,  to  an  extent  limited  by  ovr  own  waois; 
hence  the  disadvaniage  of  the  paper  ■ysiem, 
which  furnishes  the  means  of  proseoutinff  this 
trade  after  its  utility  is  done  away.  Oentlemen 
will  t«ll  me  this  evil  will  correct  itself,  and  that 
the  merchants  will  not  persist  io  a  branch  of  buii- 
aess  unproGiable  for  want  of  markets.  I  readily 
admit  this  position  to  be  correct;  but,  before  all 
those  sanguine  adventurers  will  be  convinced, 
who  are  tempted  by  the  accommodation  of  the 
bank,  we  shall  be  lo  far  drained  of  our  real  capi- 
tal, as  to  be  incapable  of  sustaining  public  codG' 
dence  io  the  stability  of  our  raooey  institutions. 
There  ts  one  effect  from  (he  extent  to  which  the 
banking  system  has  been  pushed  in  this  country, 
which  deserves  aerious  attention.  I  think  the 
capital  of  the  bank*  shsuld  rather  fall  short  than 
exceed  the  demand  of  those  engaged  in  trade; 
whenever  there  is  an  excess  of  capital  the  com- 
petition will  be  among  the  banks  to  lend,  and 
they  will  advance  funds  to  those  who  are  not  en- 
titled to  credit.  This  fictitious  credit,  given  to 
individuals  wi(hout  property,  will  expose  the 
farmers  and  planters  to  ine  most  serious  injury, 
because,  whenever  they  fail,  their  property  wilt 

60  entirely  into  the  coffers  of  the  bank,  or  the 
ands  of  iheir  endorsers.  In  Baltimore,  where 
the  bank  capital  has  always  exceeded  the  demand 
by  solvent  customers,  and  where,  lo  give  full  em- 
ployraeat  to  their  funds,  the  banks  have  been  in> 
duced  to  accommodate  merespeculators;  failures 
have  happened  to  the  amoant  of  a  miUion,  with- 
out property  to  pay  the  creditors  twenty  cents  ia 
the  dollar.  This  has.  been  Ihe  effect  of  eices. 
sive  bank  capital. — [A  genilemap  from  Mary. 
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Isnd  eorrected  Mr.  BhiiwEll,  bjr  Btaring  that  ihe 
railurea  had  ncMded  in  the  aggregaie  ibe  aom 
he  bKd  mFinioned,  bni  in  no  ainzle  inxtanca  had 
the  Idh  to  eraditon  exceeded  9600,0001—1  %ikoA 
corrected.  Ontr  six  hvodred  tboosand  dollirs! 
Why,  *ir,  ihia  moderBie  sura  Would  ruio  a  whole 
COUntT  if  it  hadfallcD  upon  the  farmers.  If  the 
apprebennoD*  of  the  public  should  coerce  yon  to 
renew  the  chaner  at  this  lime,  I  shall  connfder  it 
perpetual.  The  seme  raeina  which  secured  it 
now  will  not  h«  forgDiten,  or  neglected  hereafter. 
You  may  rest  assured  the  magic  terror  of  bank- 
TOptcf  will  be  reriTed  wben  there  is  neeaiioD. 
PerhajM  the  growing  wealth  of  the  people  may 
hereatier  raise  them  aboTe  the  control  of  the 
bank,  with  ten  millions  capital,  bnt  if  you  shoaid 
UDfortuoalely  adopt  the  faroriie  project  of  some, 
to  Mtablish  I  grand  National  Bank  with  a  capi- 
tal stock  equal  to  thirty  millioos  oi' dollars;  if 
afterwards  you  keep  pace  wiih  the  growth  of  the 
DatioQ,  you  may  indeed  despair  of  all  control 
OTcr  ii  in  foiure.  It  will  beconle  so  iacerworen 
with  the  6Bcal  Iransaclions  of  society,  and  so  io- 
limately  blended  with  the  existence  of  ihe  Qov- 
ernmeni.that  their  dtiraiion  will  be  eoeqnal.  The 
dangerout  power  of  a  bank  extended  over  ih* 
CoDiinent,  with  a  capital  which  would  necessa- 
rily embraee  in  its  funds  all  the  individuats  of 
wealth  and  inflnence,  would  produce  the  same 
effect  with  a  national  debt  to  that  amount;  and 
when  you  recollect  that  thit  maehine  will  be 
eODiroIted  and  msuaged  by  the  ExeeniiTe  branch 
of  the  Qovemmenlyoneannot  bat  feel  the  most 
aerions  apprehension  of  the  consequences.  Sir, 
I  do  not  diacnsi  this  question  with  partyfrelingi; 
I  look  forward  to  the  time  wh^n  ihe  bank  and 
Oovernment  will  feel  in  unison,  and  act  In  con- 
cert. The  oppoaitioB  of  Ihe  bank  is  temporary, 
and  will  soon  yield  to  its  obTious  interest.  It  is 
thai  period  to  which  my  fears  are  directed.  Who 
can  doubt  that  the  present  misunderstanding  is 
the  result  of  momentary  causes?  Yes,  sir,  the 
quarrel  ii  an  nnnatoral  one,  explanations  will 
take  place,  reconciliation  will  ensue,  and  then  we 
may  deplore  their  intimate  friendship  infinitely 
more  than  iheit  hostility  now. 

Banks  are  commercial  instjtDttoni ;  the  Arst 
Impulse  of  ihetr  naiore  is  to  make  money  end 
support  the  power  which  can  promote  their  prof- 
its; the  indiridasls  concerned  in  them  will  feel 
political  passions,  and  may  indulge  them,  but 
they  will  learn  from  experience  the  wisdom  of 
suppressing  their  passions  when  they  hazard  Ihe 
lois  of  profit  and  patronage.  '  I  have,  Ihetefore, 
felt  no  dispDsiiion  to  know  anything  about  the 
directors,  or  to  hear  ihe  inilanees  of  political  in- 
tolerance and  individual  faroritism.  It  would 
be  silly  to  found  our  views  of  the  tendency  of 
such  an  Insliiution  upon  its  conduct  daring  a 
partienlar  period,  t  am'againat  giving  any  set 
of  men  such  exorbitant  power  over  the  persons 
and  property  of  the  community;  I  am  opposed 
to  a  moneyed  aristocracy,  which  can  hunt  down 
whoever  nay  be  offensive  to  them,  and  not  from 
BMiiliiy  to  Ihe  panienlar  penoua  who  noweom- 
POM  Ihe  bank    Bir,  tbe  ttma  may  arrive  when 


the  Qovernment  may  (all  into  the  hands  of  men 
whose  policy,  in  my  esiimatioti,  leads  to  the  de- 
struction of  ihe  Consiiruiion,  and  the  corrup- 
tion of  public  virtue.  Would  you  wifh  to  see 
such  men  bolstered  up  by  the  inflnence  of  a  Na- 
tional Bank?  Would  you  be  satisfied  to  see  the 
^od  sense  of  Ihe  country  hoodwinked  by  mane* 
inftuence?  A  corporation,  posseaaed  of  suon 
ample  funds,  could  control  preates  or  establish 
Ibcm  to  support  the  most  ioiquilous  men,  and 
advocate  the  most  detestable  pripciples.  You 
should  bear  in  mind  that  this  influence  cuts 
both  ways,  and  it  Is  better  10  leave  public  opin- 
ion unfettered,  trusting  to  the  sound  sense  and 
discretioo  of  Ihe  people,  free  from  the  operation 
of  alt  extraneous  power. 

What  would  the  world  say  if  you  should  de- 
molish this  bank  10  create  anctherl  Is  there  a 
man'in  ihe  community  who  would  not  condemn 
you,  and  justly  reprobate  a  policy  so  short-sighted 
and  selfish  ?  SucD  conduct  would  give  full  scope 
to  swindling  and  speculation,  and  scenes  which 
stain  with  shame  the  history  of  this  Republic 
would  be  renewed.  Sir,  the  system  of  paper 
credit,  against  which  I  have  entered  my  protest, 
and  to  which  I  attribute  ihe  artificial  and  inse- 
cure ilaie  of  this  countrr.  deserves  nothing  from 
you.  You  need  not  TJolate  Ihe  Constitution  to 
preserve  and  extend  it;  without  your  fostering 
care,  enough  will  remain  to  alarm  those  who  pre- 
fer solid  wealth  10  tbe  mere  appearance  of  It; 
although  those  who  think  the  wealth  of  a  nation 
can  be  augmented  by  printing  a  few  reams  of 
paper  will  be  dissatisfied;  ibey exult  in  the  de- 
ception and  premature  prosperity  which  flows 
from  public  delusion,  and  will  he  overthrown  tbe 
flrei  moment  your  real  condition  may  be  tested 
by  difficulties.  I,  sir,  have  been  accustomed  la 
think  the  wealth  ofa  nation  consisted  in  its 
productive  labor,  and  its  capital  could  be  safely 
augmented  only  in  the  ratio  of  the  diflerence 
between  its  coasumption  and  productive  Jabor. 
This  is  the  true  mode  of  acquiring  capital,  the 
process  will  be  slow,  but  the  advance  will  be 
permanent.  It  will  depend  upon  principles  of 
economy,  iadustry,  end  steady  exertions;  it  ia 
incompatible  with  prodigality,  speculation,  and 
profligate  acquisition  of  wealth.  Virtue  is  the 
basis  of  one,  delusion  and  imposture  of  tbe  other. 
A  people  thus  situated,  steadily  exerting  its  paw- 
ers^will  turnisb  ample  means  to  procure  eircula- 
ituK  medium,  anil  jirudent  habits  will  add  to  it 
with  anfficient  rapidity.  I  have  always  preferred 
being  a  happy  to  a  splendid  nation.  Sir.  1  have 
now  closed  my  remarks ;  the  particular  situation 
assigned  lb  me  by  ihe  House  in  relation  to  this 
subject  has  compelled  me  to  state  the  eiieoi  of 
my  objections  to  the  hill.  I  have  carefully  re- 
frained from  expressions  which  could  wound  the 
feeling*,  or  impeach  the  motives  of  those  who 
differ  from  me  in  opinion.  I  have  no  disposilioa 
to  say  anything  about  the  transactions  of  the 
bank— they  are  all  unknown  to  me,  and  I  care 
nothing  about  them.  My  conscientious  belief  is, 
that  the  law  was  unconstitutional,  and  I  aincerfr- 
ly  truM  we  shall  dealroy  what  has  'o  long  de- 
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fitttd  it*  origisal  pariif,  cloM  up  ihc  brweb 
which  h«i  bMD  made,  and  eament  it  by  a  toia 
upon  prioeiple.  I  eoDfeu  tbe  coaBolaiiou  I  ahall 
fiel  in  ihe  «aeeeu  of  mf  moiioa  will  b«  pvatlr 
diminithtd  if  it  obuinB  by  the  interveDHoii  of 


other  moiivM. 

When  Mr.  B.  liad  concladed.  ibe  Commille* 
roM  and  reported  piagitm;  and  ttie  House  ad- 
jODiBcd  at  ■  iiliU  pait  foor  o'clock. 

TniBDAT,  Jannary  17. 

The  bill  fron  the  Senate, eniiUed  "An  act  fat 
the  relief  of  Ebenezer  Rollins,"  wu  »«d  twice, 
and  committed  toa  Committee  of  tbe  Wbole  on 
Monday  next. 

Tbe  ScEaKEK  laid  before  tite  House  a  further 
report  of  tbe  Comptroller  of  the  Treaiary  of  un- 
settled balances;  which  was  read,aDd  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  ubte. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SETBEnT, 

Buolved,  Thai  the  joint  committee  apoiated 
by  the  Senale  and  House  of  RepreHntsiivei  of 
the  United  States,  rnpectina;  the  Library  belong- 
iag  to  Congress,  be  direciea  to  inquire  into  Ibe 
Cipedieocy  of  raakiog  provision  for  the  perma- 
nent sare-keeping  of  the  books. 

Mr.  Jenninqs,  from  the  committee  appointrd, 
on  the  fifth  instant,  to  inquire  into  the  expedieoey 
of  0[)eainK  a  road  fiom  Vinceonet,  towards  Day- 
ton, in  Ohio,  made  a  report;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  tbe  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  on 
the  bill  to  authorize  the  layioe  out  of  a  public 
road,  from  the  line  established  oy  the  Treaty  of 
Oreeorille,  to  North  Bend,  in  the  Slate  of  Oliii 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

That  tbe  OMniDg  ef  aoch  a  loaJ  was  eontam^led 
b7  CMiBr«  m  tbe  act  puseil  April,  1806 ;  but  the 
meneTi  approphateil  for  that,  and  utnilar  porpoaBa, 
hare  been  uund  iiuufficiant  to  secosipUrii  the  desiied 

That  the  opening  of  tbefontentplated  road  wonld 


ftom  that  Mnuce  fci  BscBwary  eipeaditure,  indapend' 
ent  of  tbe  general  advantage  l«  be  derived  from  >d 
addition  to  the  Bnnber  of  our  pnblie  loada. 

Thai  H  will  be  found  Ibe  moat  diieet  coarae  fnnn 
PillabnTR  to  ViDoennea  and  St.  Loiia,  and  will  bo 
doubt  become  the  duef  post  mte  to  die  Terrilmias 
■t  of  the  riven  Ohio  and  Hissiaoppi,  from  the 


the  eeatof  Govarnmait  of  the  Btata  of  Ohio, 
eommittee,  tbenKne,  bq  leave  to  submit  the  Iblletfiiig 
leaolniion: 

Betoktd,  That  it  is  eipedieat  to  Cf  uie  to  be  opened 
a  road  from  Vincennsa,  or  from  some  point  on  tl 
load  leading  from  Vincennea  to  the  falls  of  Ohio, 
the  eastern  bounds^  of  Indiana  Terriloiir,  in  a  proper 
direction,  towar^  Dsyton,  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  Effgs,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  preseoted  a  bill  making  appropriatioDi 
for  the  support  of  Government,  for  the  year  1811; 
which  wail  received,  and  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted toa  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  Eppeb,  ftoiD  the  same  committee,  also 


presented  a  bill  makii»;  anpropriationB  for  the 
support  of  the  Miliury  Efitablisbmeni,  for  the  year 
181 1 ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  commiued  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Satorday  next. 

Mr.  Eppeo,  from  the  same  committee,  alao 
presented  a  bill  making  appropriation*  for  the 
support  of  the  Nary  of  the  United  States,  for  ibtt 
year  1811;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  SaiUf 
day  nexL 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gold, 

Retoioed,  That  a  committee  be  appainted  ts 
inquire  into  the  eipedieoey  of  providing,  by  law, 
for  tbe  more  cooventeut  taking  of  recognisance* 
of  bail  and  affidavits  in  causes  dependiitg  in  lh» 
respective  courts  of  tbe  United  States ;  and  that 
they  have  leave  to  repotl  by  bill. 

Mr.  O01.D,  Mr.  Vah  Dyke,  Mr.  GBOLaOM.Ur. 
Whitihili.,  aod  Mr.  Rau,  of  Teanewet^  wete 
appointed  the  said  committee. 

Mr.  JoHNaoN,  from  ijie  eoipmittee  appointed 
on  the  twenty-iiztb  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  for 
establishing  trading  bouse*  with  tbe  Indiaa 
tribe* ;  whteh  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  od  Saturdsr  next. 

Mr.  Fmoi-ET  presented  a  petition  of  Arthur 
Si.  Clair,  late  a  Major  Oeneral  in  the  Bevola- 
tiouary  Army,  pravioK  that  his  claim  foi  mt>- 
neys  advanced  while  in  that  station  may  be  re- 
examined, and  that  he  may  be  allowed  the  full 
amouflt  of  tbe  money  so  aidranced,  anything  ia 
an  acLof  the  last  aessioo,  Ibr  his  irelief,  to  tha 
contrary  not  withstanding.— Referred  to  a  select 
committee. 

Mr.  Clat,  Mr.  McBhtde,  Mr.  UAt.B,  Mr. 
Newbold,  and  Mr.  NicBOLaoH,  wer«  appojated 
the  eommittee. 

Mr.  Havem  introduced  the  following  resolu. 
tiott,  with  some  remarks  on  the  frequeney  with 
which  cases  pepdiag  before  the  courts  of  tha 
United  State*  of  prosecutions  for  violation  of  the 
embargo  and  oan-ioiercourse  laws  »ere  decided 
against  the  United  States,  and  the  ilLeffects  which 
such  freqnent  failure*  must  have  on  the  commu- 
nity, creating  a  disrespect  far  (be  laws,  Sec.: 

Retokied,  That  the  SccrelMT  of  tha  Traaaary  be 
dinctad  to  lay  befiire  this  Hoaaa  auob  infbrmalitm  as 
he  ma;  have  leMMting  the  pmaecutWMa  whidi  bat* 
bean  commaaeed  in  the  reflective  ilirtriet  coatia,  6m 
supposed  violation  of  the  several  embaigo  and  diid- 
intsTMDne  laws,  and  what  sums — paiticolarij  apad- 
tjinf  tboae  which  have  been  brongbt  to  final  issee  s* 
well  ss  those  now  pending ;  stating  also  tbe  eipensea 
ioenrreil  b;  the  United  States  in  tbe  seveial  and  re. 
ipective  proeecutioni,  and  the  amoont  of  fitrfeituree 
and  pensJtiss  recovered;  and  that  portion  of  them  for 
nhich  the  United  Htates  have,  or  msj  have  credit  at 


This  resolution  was  agreed  to— ayes  42.  noes  33. 

Mr.  Van  Hohm,  from  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  presented  a  bill  makiag  an 
appropriation  for  fauildJnga  jail  in  Alexandria 
county,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  for 
other  purposes;  wbicb  was  twice  read, and  com. 
milted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Moo- 
day  next. 
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H.  OP  R. 


On  noiioii  of  Mr.  Fi-rKin, 

Itesolv«d,  Thai  a  committee  beKppoiated  to  in- 
qair«  iato  the  expediency  of  BtleriDg  Ibe  timei 
orholdJDg  the  circuit  court  in  [be  districts  of  New 
York,  Cooneciicat,  and  Vermont ;  lod  that  thef 
report  bf  bill,  or  otherwise, 

Mr,  Pitkin,  Mr.  Qooowtb,  end  Mr,  Rosert 
Browh,  were  appointed  the  said  eommtttee. 

The  Speaker  obsetTed  that  he  waa  informed 
that  the  Secreiarr  to  ibe  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stktea  wka  in  waiting,  with  ■  conBdcnttal 
message. 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  SonTHABDj  thr  galleries 
were  cleared,  and  the  doora  closed.  They  were, 
aHer  a  fev  minutes,  again  opened. 

SIEMOHIAL  OF  CAPTAIN  TINGEY. 


To  ike  tuManUe  tke  Hoiue  ef  RifrfotbdiM*  of  A* 
DniUd  atmttt  m  CoagitM  amtiMtdi 

Tha  memorial  oT  Thmau  Tlngej,  Csptiin  in  Ae 
Navy  ot  the  Unitai  SMoi,  ud  Oonmandut  oT  the 
Msvy  Yaid,  Wailunglon,  noftUtaXtf  ibatretb: 

That  daring  tlie  laat  SDamter,  na&T  pUblicafiom 
wer*  ^Kutateil  through  the  meAam  of  s  newip^er 
printed  in  thb  dij,  eaddad  ••  The  Spirit  of  Snan^- 
aii,"  ^gned  bj  a  certain  «  Joaepb  B.  PaMaaa,"  aad 
■1m>  hf  an  aao^mew  wnler  nadet  the  ■ga^nee  of 
••An  inhabitant  of  F  •!>•«,"  leadini  to  indaeeabo- 
lief  in  the  pablie  mind  that  yoarmamodaliit  had 


1  wilfoU^  1^1 

Ehei  withjoMonation*  of  other  acta  of  doroliction  of 
dotj  in  the  public  eerricck  alaa  to  ths  prejudice  of 
tlic  ialereit  of  Qke  public 

Yoor  memarialiit,  theralbie,  eonadoua  of  rectitnde 


whole  time  he  hu  had  the  honor  of  bdng  iti  their  Mr- 
vice,  reepectfhllj  hopes  that  your  honorable  Ronse 
will  direct  a  thorough  inTeitigatiOn  into  his  conduct 
in  laeh  manlier  *■  in  •jtna  wiadom  shall  be  deemed 
JBit  and  proper. 

VoQT  meiaorialkt  foihesre  to  tnnhle  7011  with  an 
annmeratimi  of  Aa  eanee*  whieh  have  delayed  the 
preaentation  of  bia  stwnottii,  or  with  an;  ef  the  doo- 
nmente  on  whlA  be  ftaada  Ue  mtneet,  baieTingthty 
may  be  with  Men  pnpiie^  eabmittad  beraaftar  in  <* 
tail  to  (hoee  ts  wbecn  jour  huKnabta  bod;  Ma;  «n 
mit  the  deeiied  inreatigBtkia,  shoold  ;•■  deem 
proper  to  honor  Us  memori*]  with  jour  notice. 

THOMAS  TIHGET. 
NaT!  Ylfttj,  Wauuibtob,  Jan.  14,  ISII. 

Vitiotta  n^otiona  were  made  in  relation  to  tbla 
petition. 

Mr.  JoBRsoit  was  in  favor  of  referring  the 
tetter  for  iaqniry.  He  thooght  the  Honee  had 
power  10  inquire  into  the  eondoci  of  anf  officer 
of  the  OoTerDment. 

Mr.  Lot!  eoneeived  this  to  be  a  stibjeftt  with 
which  ihe  Honse  had  nothing  to  do,  end  was 
therefore  in  favor-of  giving  the  petitioner  leate 
to  withdraw  his  petition. 

Mr.  Bmilib  said  it  was  an  extraordin'arjr  piece 
af  bnsincM,  with  wbiob  the  Hoasa  bad  nothing 
to  do.    He  eoald  aot  nnstloa  the  dodrine  as  to 


the  powers  of  tfaia  Hotise,  under  which  ibef 
bid  already  entered  into  an  investigation  of  tbc 
conduct  of  a  Brigadier  Qeaeral  of  the  Army. 

Mr.  NewTOK  thought  the  sobjeet  had  been  in- 
troduced too  late  IB  the  seasoa  for  them  to  aet 
on  it,  if  they  were  disposed  to  do  »o.  But,  h« 
said,  he  was  too  well  acquainted  with  comtnil- 
leee  of  inquiry  to  be  too  liberal  in  their  ase. 
They  oneht  only  tobe  applied  to  culprits  of  tha 
first  grade,  and  not  to  tbe  investigatiott  of  tha 
conduct  of  every  officer  who  ehoee  (o  apply  foi 
aa  inquiry  by  the  Hooae. 

Mr.  FiBK  proposed  a  resolution  for  appointinf 
a  commiliee  to  inqoire  generally  into  the  slate  Of 
ihe  navy  jrard  at  Washington,  but  snbsequeatly 
withdrew  it. 

Mr.  WaiQHT  waa  opposed  to  entertaining  tha 
petition  in  any  manner,  or  giring  the  least  rea- 
son to  betieva  that  they  kontd  interfere  with  it. 

Mr.  PioKMAit  moved  that  the  petitioner  faava 
leave  to  withdraw  his  memorial. 

Mt.  Lova  moved  10  amend  the  motion  so  aa  tli 
read  a*  follows :  AMnfeed,  That  the  petition  c^ 
Thomas  Tingey  eootaios  matter  not  proper  for 
the  investigation  of  this  Houaa,  and  that  the  pe- 
titioner twre  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition, 

Mr.  SaamT  was  opposed  to  the  amendment. 
He  said  it  stated  what  waa  not  trne  in  fact. 
What  were  the  aRegations  on  which  this  memo- 
rial was  founded  T  Peoulation  in  tbe  ptiblic  trea- 
sore  waa  alleged  ;  and  would  the  gentleman  aar 
the  Uovse  had  not  anthotity  to  iaquire  into  it? 
Had  not  the  House,  in  oppoaition  to  all  each  at- 
guatents,  pronounced  a  determiaaiion  10  inquira 
lato  the  conduct  of  an  ofieer  whom  ibey  aosid 
aot  impeach  1  Mr.  S.  said  it  was  not  Correct  t» 
say  that  this  Honse  tmd  not  a  right  to  inquira 
int«  Ihe  fraadsoB  tbe  noblic  Tressnry— * 

■■'    ■  '    '      '     ■i  ei     ■  '    ■ 

a  proi 
of  ihe  auihority  of  the  House,   be  wooti 


never  interfere  to  inquira  into  the  improper  eon- 
dnet  of  any  officer  of  ibe  Qovenmem  on  bis 
own  mere  motion.  He  boped  the  Honse  woald 
on  this  accasioo  do  wbal  was  necessary  and  prop- 
er, and  would  not  travel  oat  of  the  record  to  pass 
an  abstract  resolution.  He  hoped  the  amendmeat 
would  aot  be  agreed  to,  becHuse  it  wonld  ha  ua- 
oeeesnry  and  nnitae  in  point  of  fact.  The 
House  had  already  acltled  the  principle  that  il 
had  a  right  to  inquire. 

Mr.  Love  eskcd  if  it  waa  not  agreed  on  hH 
hands  that  this  mailer  was  improper  for  tbe 
Honae  to  inquire  into?  If  so,  what  abjection 
could  there  be  10  putting  it  on  record  1  What 
was  there  "abstract"  in  this  proposition  1  ir 
there  was.  it  was  merely  whether  Congress,  a 
body  of  representatives  met  (0  legiilate  on  publie 
bDainew,  had  a  right  to  entertain  the  complaint* 
of  petty  officers,  01  to  notice  all  ihs  slanders 
which  found  their  way  iolo  newspapers.  If  this 
resolution  were  passeo,  it  would  prevent  a  waste 
of  time  en  foture  sitnilar  applications.  The  gen- 
tleman had  ashed  whether  Congress  bad  not  a 
power  to  inquire  into  fraud  or  peenlation.  Mr. 
L.  doubted  mncb  whether  they  bad  a  power  to- 
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inqntre  by  bf iogiog  tbe  officer  before  ibem.  Were 
the;  to  be  occupied  in  coDMderiag  the  cvrnplaiatt 
of  every  peur  officer,  u  low  n  a  corporal  or  seV 
gfaniT  Tbe  head  of  the  deparimeDt  wa«  ihi 
proper  organ  for  refotming  abiuei;  and  lie  was 
aroeoable  lo  CoogreM. 

Mr.  PiciHAH  Mid  it  would  not  be  proper  to 
adopt  tbe  amendntent  proposed,  witboui  laying 
the  whole  memorial  on  the  jonmslE;  which  was 
VDUiual.  DiBerent  reaaoas  bed  been  urged  by 
different  gentlemeit  for  not  acting  on  the  subject ; 
sod  it  would  be  most  proper  And  most  consiste 
with  the  uaual  course  of  proceeding,  limplr 
give  leave  to  withdraw  the  petition. 

Hr.  Elcon  said  the  genllemiD  from  Virginia 

iMr.  Lote)  would  aeeomptiih  a  great  point  in- 
eed,  ]f  he  could  at  this  short  notice  induce  (he 
House  to  reverse  a  deciaion  they  bad  so  lately 
made.  Mr.  B.  contended  it  was  lawful  for  the 
House  to  infestigaie  such  matters;,  but  it  did 
not  follow  that  it  was  always  expedient  to  do  so. 
Id  cases  of  great  public  coocera,  a*  in  the  ease  of 
General  Wilkimon,  it  might  be  proper,  but  itdid 
not  follow  that  tba  malversatioTi  of  every  petty 
officer  was  to  become  a  subject  of  inquiry.  There 
wiu  00  Dccasioo  lo  aaaign  on  the  journals  any 
reason  why  the  petition  should  be  withdrawn, 
aod  he  was,  therefore,  against  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Newtok  said  that  the  House  bad  settled 
it  as  a  prioeiple  that  it  was  a  grand  court  of  in- 
quest for  this  nation ;  aod  whenever  they  thonghl 
proper  to  eiercire  this  power  over  any  officer. 
tbey  had  a  right  so  lo  do,  and  he  hoped  in  Ood 
they  always  would  do  it.  But  if  they  commeneed 
inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  every  navy  agent,  tea., 
there  would  never  be  an  end  to  business  of  tbii 
•ort.  They  could  neither  do  the  nation  or  the 
individuals  justice.  He  hoped  they  would  not, 
by  agreeing  to  the  amendment,  deny  the  Consti- 
tniioual  power  of  the  House,  bnt  would  give  the 
petiiiooar  leave  to  withdraw  his  paper*. 

Mr.  McKiN  Mid  he  was  decidedly  in  favor  of 
inserting  the  words  proposed  as  an  amendmeut, 
viz:  that  the  memorial  contained  matter  not 
proper  lo  be  inquired  into  by  the  House.  J(  was 
the  most  appropriate  expression  that  could  have 
been  employed.  What  was  the  object  of  tbe 
aemorialist  1  A  jusiiflcation  of  bis  own  pri- 
vate reputation  ;  which  is  alleged  to  have  been 
traduced  in  a  newsnaper,  and  by  private  charac- 
ters. Mr.  MoK.  asked,  are  not  the  laws  open  to 
bim?  Why  not  resort  to  them?  Why  bring 
the  subject  before  the  National  Legislature,  when 
lie  has  so  good  a  remedy  before  another  tribunal  7 
lo  fact  Mr.  McK.  said  he  was  disposed  to  hsve 
a  general  inquiry  into  this  subject,  lini  be  doubt- 
ed the  expediency  of  commenciog  it  at  this  period 
of  the  session.  But,  above  all,  he  was  opposed  to 
ibunding  any  inquiry  on  a  petition  of  this  nature. 
Mr.  Love  said  be  found  bit  amendment  iu  a 
very  lingular  position;  that  some  of  his  friends 
were  very  much  in  favor  of  it,  but  embarrassed 
-by  a  decision  they  had  already  made  on  tbe  ease 
«I  General  Wilkinson.  To  reKeve  them  from 
thu  awkward  dilemma,  he  withdrew  hia  propoaed 
wnandment. 


It  was  then  resolved  that  the  memorialist  have 
leave  to  withdraw  his  memorial. 

BANK  or  THE  nNITED  BTATEa 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  blllibr  renewing  thecharlei 
of  the  Bank  of  tbe  United  Slates — the  rootios 
for  striking  out  the  first  section  still  under  con- 
sideraiioD. 

Mr.  FiHK.— Mr.  Chairman:  I  regret  that  wears 
called  upon  to  vole  for  or  against  striking  oat  the 
Srat  section  of  this  bill,  at  this  lime.  I  could  have 
wished  that,  upon  a  bill  af  so  much  interest  and 
importance,  we  could  have  pn>ceeded  to  hive 
Glled  the  Uanka,  and  made  such  ameodmenis  as 
would  have  obviated  many  objections  which  may 
be  urged  against  it  in  its  present  form.  I  am  not 
prepared  to  give  my  vote  in  favor  of  a  renewal 
of  the  charier  of  the  Bank  of  tbe  United  Slates^ 
either  apon  the  terms  upon  whieh  it  was  origin- 
ally granted,  or  in  the  manner  eontetn plated  by 
this  bill;  yet,  upon  conditions  iaaa  objeeiionabl^ 
1  abonld  feel  myself  bouud  to  vote  in  favor  of  a 
renewal.  But  the  question  presenled  upon  tbia 
motion,  is  not  upon  what  terms  this  charier  shall 
be  renewed,  but  whether  it  shall  be  renewed  opoa 
any  terms,  snbjeet  lo  any  cooditioos  Congrcaa 

In  ibis  view,  I  eoasider  it  the  moat  imponant 
subject  upon  whieh  this  Congress  will  be  required 
act.  It  is  deierraJaiDK  a  question  which  is 
ineetcd  with  our  fittanees,  wiih  the  circulaiioK 
medium  of  the  country,  and  witb  oar  agrienltural, 
commercial, and  manufacturing  interests;  and,a8 
such,  it  cannot  but  be  interesting  to  every  class  of 


The  interests  and  prosperity  of  the  United 
State*  are  not  only  intimately,  but  inseparably, 
connected  with  trade.  Tbe  market  of  the  farmer 
depends  greaihy  upon  the  merchant  and  the  ship- 
per. And  the  price  and  demand  of  every  arlicU 
of  produce  is  in  a  great  degree  regulated  by  the 
difficulties  or  facilities  of  payment.  Levtbediffi- 
cully  of  paying  be  increaaed,  and  the  priea  of 
prodoce  immediately  falls;  for  ib«  demand  for 
exportation  becomes  very  limited,  the  markka 
are  overstocked,  and  prices  redaced.  Anysoddea 
check  toonr  commerce,  wbM her  preducM  by  onr 
own  mnoieipal  regulations,  or  the  ontiagn  of 
foreign  Powers,  checks  the  market  and  the  priee 
of  produce;  so  that  not  only  the  merehanls,  but 
the  farmers  feel  its  effects.  I  scarcely  need  recur 
to  the  history  of  the  limes  when  trade  was  prin- 
cipally suspended  in  this  country,  m  show  how 
severely  ihe  su:<penslon  operated  upon  every  claaa 
of  our  oiiizens,  and  in  every  part  of  the  country. 
This  period  in  our  potitieal  aooal*  will  be  long 
remembered.  So  great  Vras  the  disiress  in  aome 
States,  and  agricultural  Stales,  too,  that  their  Le< 
gislaiures  deemed  it  necessary,  fur  the  protection 
of  the  debtor  from  the  power  of  his  creditor,  to 
stay  tlie  administration  of  justice,  and  probibit  by 
siaiuie  the  issuing  of  an  execution  for  the  eoUee- 
lion  of  any  debL 

This  proves  tbe  connexion  which  sufaaisls  b«- 
iweeo  the  two  great  agrieuliuml  and  cr "' 
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iDlerctUof  ibis  eouolrr.  AtrieultUrB,  eommatee, 
and  aitQuracuirei  coasiituie  the  ■ouree  of  our 
weatih,  revcDue,  ind  prosperity.  To  foster  and 
eheriih  the  principlei  upon  which  rest  out  ex'iU- 
iug  hopes  and  future  pro^)eeU,  can  never  b«  ■ 
qaestion  of  doublTul  palicjr  with  a  wise  and  p>t- 
lioCic  legislature. 

We  hitve  wcB  that  commfrca  ia  eswotial  to 
our  iatereati;  but  commerce  will  not  flourish 
withoal  credit.  It  dctcc  has  prospered  ludepeiid- 
ent  of  credit.  As  credit  ia  esaeniial  to  trade,  ao  u 
punotuality  to  anpport  credit.  Loolt  at  the  buai- 
neas  of  auf  commercial  pcopJK  aod  aee  how  much 
of  it  ia  done  upoD  credit;  and  lee  the  integrity 
BDd  fidelity  with  wfaiclt  puoctuatitjr  ia  maiDiaiaed 
i&  order  to  support  their  credit. 

For  several  centuiiea  pasl,baDks  bare  heen  thp 
aaecenful  medium  ihrougb  wbieh  credit  hat  not 
ooly  beoD  presented,  but  great  wealth  acquired. 
This  asaarlion  is  watraoied  by  the  history  of 
theae  iDatiioliatia,  and  of  (he  countries  where  they 
hare  been  patronized.  The  Qtat  ha  ok  established 
in  Europe,  was  ai  Oenoa,  ia  1407-<-four  handred 
aod  four  yeara  ago;  thia  waa  soon  followed  .^y 
one  at  Venice.  • 

The  Bank  of  Amsterdam  waa  eaiabtishcd  in 
1609,  and  shortly  ailer  thote  of  Hamburfr  aad 
Rotterdam;  and  the  Bank  of  England  Id  ISM; 
the  Royal  Bank  at  Paris  in  1718 ;  the  Bank  of 
North  Amertea  in  1784 — a  iQemorable  period  in 
our  hiatory-^aad  the  Bank  of  the. United  Slates 
iu  1791. 

All  these  different  iaaiiinitoDs  abow,  tbat  en- 
lightened  legislators  have  eolertatned  but  one 
opinion  ujpoo  this  subject  both  ia  Europe  and 
Atoariea  for  the  last  four  hundred  years.  They 
have  seeo-and  acknowledged  tbeir  uiilit]r.  Banks 
kave  long  since  been  considered  not  only  eesen- 
tially  uaeful  in  the  transaction  of  commercial 
eoneems,  but  as  highly  uecetaary  to  aid  the  fiscal 
operations  of  GoreroRient.  And  a  more  unan- 
awerable  argument  cannot  be  urged  in  faror  of 
their  general  utility  than  their  uniform  saceessj 
to  this  may  be  added  the  prosperity  of  the  people 
and  the  eoaniries  where  banks  bare  been  sup- 
ported. Their  immediate  adraotages  are,  a  eon- 
TeDieal  circulaling  medinm ;  the  safe  depositary 
thev  afford  for  casn  and  funds.  And  they  serve 
to  keep  the  itaodard  of  money  steady  and  cor-, 
reet;  to  insure  punctuality;  to  preserve  credit; 
to  inspire  confidence^  and  to  promote  a  spirit  of 
industry  and  enierprMe.  They  are  not,  as  many 
kave  asppoaed,  in  their  nature  hesiile  to  Qovem- 
ment  aod  dangerous  to  liberty.  Tbey  rather 
form  K  bttrrier  to  tyiannv  and  oppression.  Their 
priiMipai  busiaeas  it  to  fend  money  at  the  eom- 
mon  rate  of  ioterest,  aod  thus  prevent  uttiry. 
The  owoera  of  baniu  are  generally  ricb  men, 
who  have  not  only  their  personal  liberty,  but  a 
large  property  to  risk,  by  sedition^  treason,  and 
rebellion.  It  is  their  iolereit  to  resist  oppression. 
We  need  scarcely  point  to  the  eontincDt  of  Bm- 
lope  for  proof  of  the  fact,  when  we  assert,  that 
trade  aod  banks  cannot  flourish  where  despotism 
ptevaila.  Despolie  power  generally  ruina  trade 
tad  banks,  but  ao  iiutaaee  o««nrs  in.  hiaioiy 


where  banka,  not  nitder  tbe  control  of  govern- 
ment have  ruined  a  Slate.  A  bank  owned  by 
Qovetnment,  and  under  its  commaod,  would  be 
an  engine  daogeroua  to  the  people.  But  when 
owned  by  individuala.  neither  the  people  nor  the 
Government  bave  atiyihiDg  to  fear  from  it.  It 
ia  then  depeodeut  on  both  for  iia  busioeM,  ptot* 
periiy,  and  uaefulness. 

With  the  evidence  wbich  both  history  and  ex- 
perience offers  to  onr  reflection,  we  cannot  doubt 
the  utility  of  banks,  aor  deny  but  that  they  have 
been  beneficial  to  us.  Aod  we  are  jusiined  in 
the  conelosion,  that,  under  proper  reKulations, 
they  may  subserve  the  best  interosis  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States.  They  are  now  in  sue- 
cesaful  operation  in  altiuMt  every  State  in  ib« 
Union,  and  tbat  they  have  been  utefuL  the  pres- 
ent prosperous  slate  of  the  country  abundantly 
tiToves.  We  enjoy  as  perfect  seeuriiy  for  life, 
iberiy,  and  property,  as  any  people  under  any 
^overnmest  ever  did.  Tbese  are  tbe  great  ob- 
jects  of  a  good  govemmeal.  And  we  may  tri- 
uinphantly  ask,  where  is  the  oation  or  people  that 
enjoy  these  with  more  freedom  and  safety  ihaa 
the  American  people  1  A  parallel  for  our  liberty 
and  prosperity,  for  the  last  tweilty  years,  is  not  to 
be  found  in  the  history  of  man.  Our  wealth, 
popuklion,  aod  resourees,  have  increased  beyond 
what  anyone  would  have  calculated  or  imag- 
ined, and  beyond  what  atrangera  and  foreigners 
now  believe.  Industry,  wealth,  aod  contentment, 
pervade  every  quarter  of  our  country,  and  pov- 
erty aod  oppression  are  unknown  to  oar  citizeas. 

In  1791,  the  year  this  bank  was  incorporated, 
our  ezporia  amounted  to  about  eighteen  millions 
of  dollars;  and  in  1804,  tbey  had  increased  to 
about  seventy-six  miUioae,  gaining  in  thirteen 
years  Gfty-eigbt  millions;  and  our  tonnage  io 
about  tbe  same  {iroporiioo. 

Much  of  this  prosperity  in  to  be  attriboled  to 
tbe  active  capital  whioh  has  excited  indusivy, 
and  a  spirit  ol  enterprise  among  us,  and  the  ac- 
tivity of  this  capital  has  been  in  a  great  degree 
created  and  promoted  by  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Sutes.  Its  operations  have  been  extensive  In  all 
our  trading  towns.  It  has  aided  in  loans  and  dia- 
oounls,andasaiBted  in  the  collection,  safe-keeping, 
and  transmisaion  of  our  revenues.  It  baa  been 
the  depoaitary  of  our  Treasury,  and  is  now  be- 
come iacorporaicd  with  the  adminiatration  of  the 
fiscal  department  of  our  Qofernment.  The  con- 
nexion which  it  has  formed  with  almost  every 
branch  of  busioesa  in  the  coooirf.  ia  not  sligU 
aod  trifling,  and  ao  eaaily  to  be  severed  aa  aome 
seem  to  believe.  Its  operalioDa  are  deeply  iaiei' 
woven  with  the  dealings  and  concerns  of  all  the 
men  of  business  in  tbe  United  States. 

With  a  capital  often  millions,  it  basfornished 
aecomraodatioQs  of  fifteen  millions  a  year.  This 
has  been -employed  principally  in  trade;  in  mak- 
ing prompl  and  cash  payments  to  our  farmers  for 
their  produce.  This,  again,  has  furnished  to  our 
citizeiM  a  ready  and  profitable  market  for  every 
article  of  produce.  These  high  profits  of  a  good 
market  have  gone  into  the  hands  of  the  farmer, 
to  cultivate,  improve,  and  onnch  the  country. 
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And  tiKTel  (brongh  tny  State  in  (b«  Uaibn,  aod 
their  rBtett  ma;  be  readilf  seen,  affording  a  prot- 
pect,  consoling  and  elrvating  to  the  phiUnthro- 
pJKt  and  the  patriot.  Th«  land  ia  bighjjr  euki- 
Tated,good  bailding>,  turnpike  ruada,  bridges, and 
other  ezpeoMTe  improTement,  indicate  the  wealth 
of  our  eitizeca,  and  the  prosperity  of  the  connlTf. 
Money  has  been  freely  circalatec,  inide  baa  been 
active,  prodoee  high,  and  our  eouoirf  bmt  been 
improved  by  these  Dnexampted  advantages  to  a 
decree  far  beyond  what  the  moat  nnguine  cal* 
euTations,  twenty  years  ago,  could  bare  antioi- 
paied.  And  yet,  sir,  we  are  gravely  told,  that 
thi*  bank  has  nearly  mined  the  country  ;  that  it 
{s  threatening  our  beat  iateresta  with  deatruction. 
Aa  welt  might  gentlemen  tell  us  that  totaMark- 
Bess  prevails  at  noOD~day,  or  tbat  the  sob,  in  his 
meridian  iptendor,  aflbnl*  neither  light  nor  heat 
to  any  part  of  this  globa. 

The  priflcipal  portion  of  the  trade  and  basi- 
nees  of  the  United  Siatca  hat  been  conducted  by 
a  paper  medittin ;  meiallie  has  acareely  been  «een. 
The  Btnonnt  of  this  circulating  mediam  ta,  cay 
fifty  millions.  Now  what  ia  propoaed  by  deny- 
ing a  renewalof  the  United  Biai«t'  Bank  ehar- 
fer?  ThRt  this  bank  shall  close  its  coDcerna,  and 
of  course  stop  ail  its  accommodations.  This 
nmt  necenanly  check  and  change  at  laast  one- 
third  of  the  circulating  mediom  of  the  eoaatry. 
It  will  undeniably  require  $iifi(30flOO  to  be  di- 
rected to  one  operation,  and  for  a  time  to  one 
GiBt— fbr  the  eapiul  is  910,000,006;  th»  ia  to 
collected  to  divide  amoo^  the  atockbolder*. 
There  are  (19.000,000  due  to  the  bank  i  this  must 
be  colleeled.  This  will  oecaaioa  a  demand  for 
Ibia  amount  from  other  aoarcet :  it  must  be  paid. 
And  the  $5,000,000  in  the  bank  makes  the  snm 
of  tSl,O0O,000,  which  muat  be  anddenly  called 
in.  The  effect  this  will  liave  upon  the  various 
intervsts  in  the-conntry  can  neither  be  deaeribed 
of  cooceived.  It  must  inevitably  ^ive  a  geoeral 
and  heavy  shock  to  fill  paper  credit^  thiaoredit, 
so  much  and  profitably  io  operation,  must  reeeive 
■  severe,  if  not  a  monai  wound.  And  what  i«b- 
atitutehave  we  for  this  when  Ksball  be  destroyetll 
Silver  and  gold  coin  cannot  be  relied  on.  There 
ta  not  from  the  hesi  estimate  an  amount  to  ex- 
ceed $10,000,000  specie  in  ell  onr  eitiaa  aod  trad- 
ing towns,  and  this  will  be  collected  by  this  baitk. 
The  price  of  all  stocks,  anil  every  kind  of  pro- 
duce and  species  of  property  most  inffer  a  great 
depression,  for  a  scarcity  of  money  enhances  its 
value,  and  consequently  depresses  the  value  of 
ever);  other  species  of  property.  That  this  sud- 
den, if  not  total  change  in  our  system,  ranst  oc- 
casion great  embarrassment,  produce  failnves,  dis- 
Sl^iniments,  and  distresa,  anong  our  cttiaeiu, 
r  certain. 

To  aay  the  least  of  aueh  a  measure,  ia  to  term 
it  an  experiment  which  no  well  regulated  State 
baa  ever  dared  to  make,  from  the  first  insiitnCian 
of  civilized  society  to  tfae  present  time.    Stronger 

Svetnments  than  oihb,  in  risking  such  an  exper- 
ant,  would  insme  their  overthrow  and  ruin. 
Perhalps  the  goiKl  fortaoe  of  tbc  American  peo- 
fts  ia  a  aoficieai  giuiHlea  acaisat  all  the  disa*- 


trooa  concequanees  which  avy  other  people  might 
experience  from  such  a  meaatire.  But  I  own, 
■ir,  I  dare  not  incur  by  my  vote  the  awful  mpoo- 
sibility  of  this  bold  aod  untried  experimesi.  an- 
|es«  compelled  by  the  Couatiiution.  This,  in  ntf 
moit  deliberate  t^nkio,  the  GouMtiaiiea  doa 
not  require. 

But  the  qaestion.  of  constitutionality  1  ahall 
not  at  ibiaiimeditcuts.  Jf  it  iaaqDcstioa  whick 
Congteat  may  diseuai  and  decide,  it  was  diaeuBcd 
and  deliberately  decided  at  the  time  this  ehartet 
was  granted.  The  decialon  it  then  received  hat 
met  with  the  general  approbation  of  the  Statea 
aud  of  the  people.  Branchea  have  been  estab- 
liahed  in  a  number  of  the  States,  and  the  bills 
have  circulated  without  opposition  or  difficulty 
in  all.  And  comtterfeiters  of  this  paper  are  pnn- 
isbable  for  forgery  by  (he  •latutea  of  the  difier- 
ent  States.  For  twenty  year*  thia  iDatitsiion  hat 
recaived  tfae  countenaDce  aod  patioaage  of  the 
Qoverament.  In  thia  paipoitage  ihareliaa  bees 
no  difference  in  the  several  AdniaietratioBs,  ua- 
iMt  that  of  (he  Republican  AdmintstntioB  hat 
bccB  the  moat  Mtieasin.  Thb  bank  has  boea 
enapleyed  by  the  Government  tO'  keep  it*  trea^ 
ure,  to  collect  aad  transmit  the  reveaue;  and  the 
Ooveraaoent,  it  will  be  recollected,  originally 
owned  two-fifths  of  ibe  capital,  which  has  beat 
told  at  a  great  advance.  The  United  Statea 
owned  92,000,000,  equal  to  five  tbonaand  shares. 
2,493  shares  were  sold  in  1796  aad  1777.  at  an 

advance  of  35  per  cent.  -  ~  -  (097,300 
Tw«Dty-flTe  per  cent,  gain  -        -    398,600 

First  sale  ■monatcd  to         -        •        -  1,396,800 

887  share*  sold  in  1797  -  .  .  114,800 
At  tweacy  per  oent.  advaiiee,  gain  38,960 


By  the  R^ublican  AdaifinBtratiot)  in 
ISOS,  two  thousand  two  buudred  anA 
twenty  shares  -        -     '  -        -        -    888,000 

Add  46  per  cent,  advanse,  gain    -        •    399,600 


Soifaattlw  United  States  gained  9731,000,aod 
of  this  9399.600  has  been  received  by  the  Admin- 
istration under  Hr.  Jefferson.  This  sale  was 
aaaetioned  by  a  vote  of  the  House  of  Repreaent- 
ativ««,  although  it  wasioa  foreigaer,  an  Eagtiah- 
man,  Hr.  Baring;  and  our  Qovemment  gained, 
On  thia  aaie,  8390,600.  This  conduct  of  the  Oov- 
ernment  and  of  the  then  Republican  majority  of 
the  House  of  Rcpresenutivea  did  not  evince  any 
senjplesaboot  the  constitutionality, of  the  eliarter. 
If  it  was  deemed  nncoasiitnttonal  and  daagerons 
to  the  liberties  and  interests  of  the  pef>ple,  ii  was 
not  for  thtisa  who  eatertained  this  opinitHi  to  give 
and  Mtppofi.    Ttier  oaght  father 
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to   hare  taken 
stopped  its  uperai: 


to   faafe  cheeked  and 
Aod  there  is  liothnig  is 


le  Brgament  that  the  faith  of  the  Ooveronient 
as  pledged  ibr  twenty  years,  and  tbe  law,  ■!• 


though  uncoDHiitutionar,  could  not  h 


OoTernment  by 
^ess  should  establish  a  moDarchicBl  goTernnieDl 
fa  any  State  or  Territory,  and  bf  taw  KUirantee 
it  to  the  people  for  iweoty  years,  would  any  one 
dare  to  contend  that  the  faith  of  Goremment  was 
pledg«d  for  twenty  years,  and  this  law  could  Dot 
be  repealed?  Certainly  not.  And  why?  Be- 
cause sDch  a  law  wooid  be  aDconsiitutiimal.  It 
would  be  the  dnlr  of  the  LestsUinre  to  repeat  it, 
because  the  metnWs  are  sworn  to  sopport  ibe 
Consiiiation  1  And  how  will  genilemeQ,  who 
bare  been  member*  of  thi«  House  niany  years, 
and  entertaioiBff  theoplnian  that  this  charter  was 
a  Tiolation  of  the  ConMitution,  and  roiiogto  ap- 
probate the  sate  of  the  bank  slock,  and  for  otber 
mesBUret  to  countenance  its  operation,  and  nerer 
attempting  lo  rid  the  country  of  this  monster,  re- 
concile their  condnec  with  their  duiyl  It  can 
otily  be  reeoncited  by  the  tonclusion  that  they 
did  not  question  the  coDiiilutionality  of  the  char- 
ter. Thia  eonelnsion  it  wmrnnted  by  the  aet  of 
Congress,  passed  18th  of  February,  1604 — ^Laws 
United  Btates,  Totame  7,  page  87,  in  these  words, 
CDtilled  "An'act  snpptemtntary  to  tbe  aet  to  in- 
corporate ibeaubMnhen  to  the  Bank  of  theUoi- 
ted  States: 

"Beit  aiaeied  by  the  Senate  and  Route  ofRevre- 
tenlatnet  of  the  Imited  State*  of  America  in  Con- 
grtee  aetembkd.  That  the  Prmdeat  sad  Direclon  of 
%e  Bank  of  the  United  BtMm  shall  be  sad  they  are 
fcereby  lOthoriMd  to  eslablisk  ofiess  of  diMonnt  and 
deposite,  in  an;  pan  of  tbe  tenitoriw  or  dapsttdeitcles 
of  tbe  Uoiied  States  im  the  nanner  and  on  tbs  isnu 
yceaeiibsd  in  the  actto  which  tUeisasopplMiMat" 

If  the  original  Jaw  was  uBcoDstilDlional,  this 
act  extending  the  pewers  of  the  corpotaiioD  was 
equally  uneooBtitniloaal.  This  act  was  parsed 
by  a  Republiean  Coni^ress,  who  did  not  believe 
tbat  tbe  original  dharter  wot  otrconsiitoiioDal.  It 
it  bul  iMely,  rery  latelr,  that  Coastitutional  dif- 
fienltiea  have  snggesied  themselTes  lo  some  gen- 
tlemen. B*eo  ai  this  time,  ibe  Admininraiioa 
bas  BO  objection  lo  the  constilutioDality  of  the 
measure.  Tbe  report  of  tbe  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  the  proper  officer  to  speak  the  opinion 
of  the  EieeutiTe  upon  this  qoestion,  Is  my  aa- 
tboriiy  for  the  ataeriion,  that  the  ExeentiTe  will 
have  BO  Constitution  at  ditBcukles  to  eoeounier  in 
passing  a  bill  for  the  renewal  of  ibis  charier. 
That  report  was  made  pursuant  lo  a  resolnlion  of 
this  House,  and  ba^t  been  laid  upon  our  tables.  It 
stales  no  objections  to  the  renewal  orihechaiier, 
bat  points  om  the  advantages  (he  aoTernment 
have  derived  from  tbls  bank,  and  hereafter  may 
derive,  if  it  shall  be  conlinned.  How  is  it  that 
this  repoTi  of  tbe  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
npoa  a  question  of  financial  economy,  is  not  re- 
spected as  were  his  reports  in  fonner  times  1  Has 
he  lost  his  taletiU  at  calculation?  Does  he  tell 
VBwetcome  tmtht,  or  is  there  aometbitif  "  rotten 


in  Denmark?"  Great  exertions  have  been  made 
to  excite  sensibilities  and  clamor  against  the  re- 
newel  of  this  charier.  Tbe  money  ehaogers, 
stock  brokers,  and  tpeeulators,  vultures  that  prey 
upon  the  vitals  of  the  comniQnily,  have  been  fiy- 
Ing  through  tbe  country,  denouncing  all  who 
should  express  or  entertain  an  opinion  in  favor  of 
the  measure.  Bot,  I  tr^st,  we  are  not  yet  srriyed 
to  that  period  in  the  history  of  our  Government, 
when  Congress  must  legislate  under  the  bissinga 
of  the  gallery,  or  tbe  denunciations  of  prostituted 
or  misguided  presses.  If  we  are,  sir,  we  may  bid 
adieu  to  our  Uberiies.  Unawed  by  these  vatici- 
nations,  it  becomes  na  to  examine  patiently,  and 
decide  deliberately,  ibis  great  question  preseaied 
to  onr  consideration  for  (Hcisi 


ledti 


this  qnestioD,  we  a 


rally 


the  present  state  of  our  counlrf,  n  ^ 

proper?  And,  in  pursuing  this  inqufry,  let  me 
recvr  lo  the  report  of  the  Seerelaty  of  the  Treaa- 
Drj',  and  see  if  the  aitt  of  this  institution  is  re- 
quired in  the  administration  of  the  financial  de- 
partment of  the  Goverament.  Will  not  his  ex- 
perience enable  him  to  answer  the  question 
correctly  1  To  what  better  auiborhy  nhall  we 
resort?  What  are  the  principal  duties  of  the 
Treasury  Department?  The  collection,  safa- 
keeptog,  transmission,  and  disbursement  of  public 
moneys.  For  performing  all  these  daiies,  this 
bank  has  been  the  efficient  and  faithful  agent. 
In  twenty  yean  past,  it  has  collected  and  disbar*< 
ed,  at  its  own  risk,  not  less  than  $100,000,000 
public  maoeys— ifyou  allowihe  revenue  to  hare 
averaged  $5,000,000  a  year,  it  would  amoant  to 
this  sum  received  in ;  and  same  amount  traos- 
miited  and  disbursed  amounts  to  9300,000,000  in 
twenty  yearsl  Having  «  greater  capital  than 
any  other  company  in  the  coumrr,  the  pubtie 
money  is  more  secure  wiih  this  eampany  than 
any  other.  It  then  assists  essentially  in  the  safe- 
keeping of  the  money, and  this,  the  report  telhus, 
Is  one  of  It*  advantages  to  the  Governmeot.  But 
its  more  eteential  assisiance  to  the  Government  ta 
in  the  colleeiioa  and  transmiasion  of  tbe  revenue 
at  its  own  risk.  Our  revenues  are  seeared  br 
bonds,  and  these  bwHls  are  payable  ai  this  hank 
and  its  branohea,  in  the  different  porti  of  collec- 
tion. They  are  accordingly  lodged  in  the  bank 
for  payment,  and,  when  due,  they  must  be  punc- 
tually paid,  or  the  debtor  loses  bit  credit  at  the 
bank,  and,  of  course,  in  the  commercial  world. 
Hence,  every  exertion  is  made  lo  pay  at  ihetime 
the  bond  becomes  due;  nod  hence  our  revenue 
has  been  paid  with  such  scrupulous  punctuality, 
and  so  few  losses.  And,  is  it  not  an  object  of 
megoilode,  that  we  provide  for  the  safe  aod  sura 
eDlleeiion  of  our  reveaaea,  which,  in  prasperons 
years,  may  amount  to  eighteen  or  ivrenly  millions 
of  dollars  ? 

Put  down  this  bank,  and  how  then  are  your 
revcnoes  to  be  collecied  ?  Tbrongh  the  medium 
of  the  State  banks  }  You  dowhat  no  prudent 
man,  in  his  individual  eonoerns,  wotlld  think  of 
doing.  You  discard  a  faithful,  honest,  respona^ 
Ue  afcat,  whose  integrity  and  Adelity  you  hav« 
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koowR  for  tweDif  yean,  and  yon  place  yonr  es- 
tate io  the  baods  bdJ  at  tbe  disposal  of  twenty  or 
thiriy  eoiire  stransen,  of  whoae  cbaracter  and 
tespooiibiliiy  yoakaaw  nothioz,  Dor  have  the 
meaas  of  acquiriDg  any  knowledge,  and  over 
whose  conduct  you  have  no  contror  Should  an 
individual  act  ihui  with  his  property,  be  would 
be  deemed  to  have  lost  all  regard  uir  ic,  if  not 
considered  a  raadmao.  la  re«ortJag  to  the  State 
banlu,  we  are  offering  the  amount  of  our  revenue 
as  a  bounty  lor  ioliigues,  cabali,  and  faction* 
Lbrough  the  country.  In  almoat  every  Slate 
there  are  a  number  of  bank*,  and  each  will  en- 
dearor  to  get  tbe  revenue  collected  io  that  Slate, 
to  keep  and  trade  with.  It  muit  be  ^ivea  to  one, 
or  divided  among  them  all.  If  one  is  selected  a* 
the  favorite,  all  the  teii  become  Jealous,  dissatis- 
fied, and  exert  their  capital  and  influence  against 
tbe  favorite  bank  and  iii  patron,  the  Goveromeat. 
This  willawaken  a  spirit  of  faction  ID  every  State 
yet  noknown  in  this  country.  If  all  aie  to  be 
Mtifted  in  their  request  for  the  depoiiiei,  tbe 
Oovernment  must  open  separate  Recounts  with 
alt  tbe  different  banks  in  the  qountry,  to  the 
amount  of  6fty  or  sixty;  and  new  companies  will 
be  formed,  and  new  applicants  request  to  divide 
the  business  and  share  the  pioGts.  Indeed,  there 
will  be  00  cod  to  the  sceaes  of  speculation  and 
iotiigue,  which  will  soon  appear,  if  tliiseoutsa.is 
adopted  by  tbe  Gov  em  meat. 

Again:  the  OitverniaeDt  have  no  means  of  as- 
certaining the  system  or  principle*  upon  which 
these  diSerent  banks  conduct  their  business ;  they 
are  creatures  of  tbe  States,  and  in  no  way  an- 
swerable to  the  General  GovernmeDt.  Tbe 
Treasury  cannot  inspect  theit  books,  nor  ascer- 
tain their  funds ;  of  course  we  must  be  ignorant  of 
their  respooiibilily.  And  yet  we  are  tu  deposite 
tooneys  i>i  ibeir  bands,  to  five  or  ten  limes  the 
amount  of  their  capital.  But  few  of  the  Slate 
banks  have  a  capital  beyooij  a  million.  In  New 
York  and  Boston,  the  revenue  deposiies  may 
■mount  to  6ve  or  sismillioitia  year;  and  are  we 
to  intrust  this  with  ■  corporation,  whichfir  it  fail- 
ed, would  not  pay  more  than  a  fifth  part  of  it? 
Besides,  you  may  not  be  able  to  command  thr  ~ 
moneys  when  required,  if  left  with  those  ot 
whom  you  have  no  power.  It  is  poasibte  sot 
of  these  State  institution*  may  be  hostile  to  yuai 
Oovernment ;  they  may  refuse  payment,  and  ihii 
refusal  be  supported  by  tbe  State.  Shall  we  place 
our  public  treasure  under  tbe  control  of  Slates 
which  can  order  out  their  militia  to  oppose  and 
resist  the  exeoulion  of  our  laws,  or  reliue  their 
aid  to  enf<m;e  them  7 

But,  sappose  the  reveni^  collected  and  safely 
kept  by  tbese  different  banks,  how  is  it  to  he  safe- 
ly and  speedily  transmitted  to  different  parts  of 
the  Union  to  answer  the  demands  of  Qovern- 
meoi,  and  at  whose  risk  and  expense?  Can  the 
opponents  of  this  bill  obviate  this  difficully  f  It 
is  a  difficulty  of  a  two-fold  nsture,  first  in  finding 
a  safe  mode  of  conveyance,  and.  secondly, a  con- 
venient medium  to  transmit.  Specie  cannot  be 
pmeutedj  and  what  Slate  bank  bills,  if  sent, 
would  pase.  current  in  every  part  of  the  United 


States, as  the  bills  of  this  bank  do?  Caroliaa 
and  Kentucky  bills  are  unknown,  and  would  not 
in  New  York  and  Boston  ;  and  New  Tork 

would  not  pau  in  Kentucky  or  Carolina. 

New  England  bills  do  not  pass  in  New  York  but 
'  a  considerable  discount.  But^  under  ihe  pree- 
.  t  system,  if  Oovernment  have  fire  million*  de- 
posited in  Boston,  and  it  is  required  to  be  paid  at 
New  Orleans,  a  draft  is  given  by  ihe  braoch  in 
Boston,  upon  that  in  New  Orleans,  and  the  moiwy 
is  paid  at  the  latter  place  as  soon  as  the  nwilcan 
travel  there. 

Again :  if  tbe  (3avernmeB(  is  to  take  tbe  risk 
of  collection  and  distributing  the  revenue,  let  us 
inquire,  what  this  can  be  done  for  ?  The  reveooe 
amounts  to,  say  ten  millions  dollars,  collected  and 
paid  out  annually ;  and  allow  ctne  and  a  half  per 
cent,  for  transmitting,  as  low  a  rale  as  it  would 
be  done  for,  and  this,  on  twenty  millions,  amoiinl* 
to  six  hundred  thousand  dollars  a  year,  a  sum 
equal  lo  out  civil  list. 

But  another  serious  evil  is  to  beencoantaredin 
putting  down  this  bank — you  deprive  the  coaatry 
at  once  of  a  eireutaliog  medium.  Silver  and 
gold  cannot  be  bad-rand  what  paper,  but  that  of 
the  United  States'  Bank,  will  pass  carreat  in 
every  part  of  the  Union  7  Jfone.  Yon  can  out- 
"  in  twenty-four  hoursj  the  credit  of  any  other 
:  in  the  country.  Tbu  evil  will  be  most  se- 
riously felt  in  the  interior.  It  wilt  at  once  check 
emigraiion  from  the  North  and  East  to  the  West. 
For  those  who  wish  to  remove  will  not  be  able 
to  sell  their  properly ;  it  will  fall  esseniiaUy  in 
vsluej  and,  if  they  should  sell,  coin  not  being  in 
circulation,  they  could  not  procure  any  paper 
money  which  would  pass  current  to  pay  tbe  ex- 
penses of  travelling  from  Massachusetts  to  Ohio 
and  Tennessee;  and  if  tUey  should  arrive  tber^ 
they  would  have  nothing  lo  purchase  land  with. 
The  sales  of  oor  land  must  stop  for  a  time,  at 
least  until  specie  can  ha  bf  ought  into  circulation, 
for  specie  only  is  taken  in  payment;  this  comea 
now  through  oanki — but  the  banks  will  require 
it  allfortbeirown  support. 

And  will  not  the  people  inquire,  why  all  this 
pressure  and  embarrassmentf  They  eertainly 
will.  And  will  tbeybesatisSed  with  tbe  answer, 
tbal  tbe  bank  was  uncoostitniional  and  could  not 
therefore  be  continued  7    No ;  tbey  will  not  b^ 


lieve  it.  They  will  justly  reply,  that  tUs  s 
of  lliirus  ought  to  have  been  foreseen  and  i 
vided  for  by  tbeir  rulers,  a*  it  might  hare  been. 


In  tbe  ten  past  years  of  peace,  plenty,  aad  pros- 
perity, which  we  bare  experienced,  instead  of  da- 
rising  a  system  to  take  the  place  of  the  preacnt 
bank  on  the  5ih  of  March,  what  have  tbe  ruleia 
done?  They  seem  never  to  hare  once  thoiuhl 
of  the  event  that  is  now  about  to  happen  1  Bf 
tbe  acts  of  Oovernment  tbe  country  baa,  in  a  d»- 

K;e,  been  deprived  of  the  capital  which  m^bt 
ve  been  here  lo  meet  the  crisis.  About  thirty 
million  dollars  have  been  sent  out  of  the  coun- 
try, and  much  of  it  io  specie,  lo  pay  the  public 
debt,  when  payment  was  not  demanded.  All  in- 
ternal taxes  have  been  repealed,  and  reliance  for 
revenue  has  been  made  on  imposts  and  tonnago, 
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wki«b  «r«  now  about  to  hil  na,  and  that,  too, 
when  the  Treasary  is  oearly  eihaasied.  For, 
after  paying  the  (2,750,000  to  this  baak,  there 
will  not  retnatn  much  more  than  this  imoant  in 
the  TresRUfr.  The  rereDue  hands  onimaadiDK, 
to  the  amoant  of  about  ten  million  dollars,  Will 
not,  cannoi,  be  paid  if  bank  aceommodaliotia  are 
10  Slop.  Reeoorae  mupt  be  had  to  loans,  the  lait 
resort  of  emplf  panes  and  emptf  head^^and  a 
preas  for  monef ,  «Dd  its  high  pricey  will  reoder 
toana  difficait  to  be  effected, and  sobjecttheGov- 
erameDt  to  a  high  rate  of  internt. 

These  eoDsideralioDS  sDggest  to  us  the  rmperi' 
ot»  necessity  of  continuing  iheoperatioDiof  this 
bank,  under  such  restrictions  as  may  be  deemed 
most  advisable,  and  thus  to  keep  in  motion  the 
present  system  of  credit,  and  support  the  existing 
principles  of  doing  baiiness  EhTOUghout  the 
eotintry. 

And  what  are  the  reasons  for  refusing  a  renewal 
of  Ibis  charter  7  Let  them  beenimiDed,and,  ua 
lesa  iheyareiolid  and  substaalial,  let  them  not 
prersil.  One  reason  assigned  ie,  that  it  em- 
ploys a  foreign  eapiiat,  which  is  iDJuiions  to  our 
country  J 

This  IS  not  an  objeciion  of  any  weight-,  and,  if 
it  were,  have  Congress  ibe  power  to  prohibit  the 
employment  of  for«iga  capital  in  the  Uaited 
States  1  If  we  prerent  it  from  being  employed 
in  this  batik  it  may  go  into  the  State  banks,  or 
take  any  oiber  direction,  not  prohibited  by  the 
Constitution  or  taws  of  thecouotry.  Bnt  it  has 
ever  been  the  liberal  policy  of  this  Government 
to  invite  foreign  capital,  iii  foreigners,  to  eome 
among  ux. 

Gentlemen  seem  to  eonsider  that  portion  of  ihi« 
stock,  held  by  foreigners,  as  having  no  other  con- 
aezioo  with  our  own  citizens  than  compelling 
them  to  pay  eight  per  cent,  per  annum  interest 
for  it.' 

Let  09,  for  a  moment  see  how  this  raoaey,  to 
the  amount  of  seven  millions  two  hundred  thou- 
s«Dd  dollars,  owned  by  foreigners,  is  employed, 
and  the  objeciion  urged  oa  this  gronnd  must  van- 
ish. It  will  not  be  deaied  bat  that  it  is  used  in 
trade.  And  it  is  wanted  here  to  make  cash  pay- 
ments for  shipments  made  to  Europe.  This  en- 
ables the  American  merchant  to  make  prompt 
Cayment  for  the  goods  be  imports  from  Barope, 
f  which  be  obtains  them,  say  eight  per  eenl.  be^ 
low  (be  credit  price,  while  he,  instead  ot  obtain- 
ing this  credit  m  Europe,  obtains  ii  at  the  bank 
for  six  percent.  Here,  ihea,isadiffereDeeof  two 
per  eent.  in  favor  of  the  American  merchant. 
This,  on  seven  millions  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  amounts  to  one  bandred  ^nd  forty-four 
thousand  dollars  a  year~~iii  twenty  years,  to  two 
millions  eight  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  dol- 
lars. This  is  one  item  saved  in  retaining  this 
capital  in  this  instil  ntioQ— and  91,200,000,  the 
■um  to  be  paid  by  those  stockholders  for  the  priv- 
il^e  of  coniinnmg  their  capital  in  this  bank,  is 
another  item— and  another,  larger  than  either  of 
these,  is  the  advance  upon  the  stock  proposed  to 
be  sabaeribed  by  the  United  States,  which  may 
be  estimated  at  92,000^000.'  Theae  tMetber, 
]  1th  CoK.  3d  Sbss.— -SO 


araoonted  lo  (6,060,000,  which  the  Government 
and  citizens  of  this  country  will  receive  bv  pass- 
ing this  bill.  So  far,  this  would  be  raising  a 
revenue,  and  not  liable  to  any  Guastitattonal  ob- 

But,  it  is  said,  this  capital  has  an  inflnenca 
upon  elections  unfriendly  to  liberty.  Whatever 
may  have  formerly  been  the  political  infinence  of 
this  instiiutionj  the  competition  of  banking  busi- 
ness has  long  since  rendered  it  harmless  as  a  po- 
tilical  engine.  But,  while  gentlemen  complsia 
of  its  accommodations  being  partial,  they  propose 
the  sintfular  remedy  of  destroying  them  entirely; 
becanse  it  has  committed  the  lauU  of  not  accom- 
modating everybody,  it  must  now  cease  to  aecom' 
modate  anybody. 

tf  we  have  not  too  much  capital,  out  citizens 
will  find  a  profitable  use  for  this.  That  this  is 
wanted  and  engaged  ia  business  is  in  con  testa  bly 
proved  by  the  dividends  which  this  bank  has 
made,  of  eiffht  and  nine  per  cent,  profit.  If  the 
charter  sbBll  expire  on  the  4ih  of  March,  this  tea- 
million  dollars  capital,  which  may  and  probably 
will  be  collected  in  specie,  will  be  again  thrown 
into  cirauhtion  here  or  sent  out  of  the  country. 

Suppose  it  retained  here,  wlial  are  we  to  gala 
or  lose  by  the  eiperimentT 

The  scarcity  of  specie  conseqaent  to  this  (ite- 
ration, will  sppreciate  lis  value,  and,  in  like  pro- 
portioD,  depreciate  the  price  of  every  other  kind 
of  property — say  ibiriy  per  cent.  These  foreign 
stockholders,  ba-ving  seven  millions  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars  in  specie,  will  be  able  to  specu- 
late op  the  distresses  of  your  own  citizens.  They 
will  be  the  gainers,  we  Ibe  losers.  If  they  can 
make  by  the  bargain,  as  ibey  undoubtedly  may, 
thirty  per  cent. — ibis,  on  seven  million  two  hna- 
nrad  thousand  dollars,  would  amount  to  Iwomit- 
Hofls  one  hundred  and  sixty  ihonsand  dollars, 
frhieb,  added  to  the  present  eapital,  would  benine 
millions  three  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dol- 
lars. This  amoDul,  vested  ia  aav  other  bank 
slock,  or  valuable  property,  woula  continue  to 
yield  them  eight  per  cent,  profh  annually.  This, 
on  nine  millions  three  hundred  and  sixty  thotH 
sand  dollars,  aTnouois  to  seven  hundred  and  for- 
ly-four  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars  a  year- 
one  hundred  and  sixty-eight  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred dollars  more,  in  a  jrear,  than  the^  would  re- 
ceive by  eontunuing their  capital  in  this  bank.  It 
is  evident  that  a  refusal  to  renew  the  charter  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea  will  not  pr«veai 
the  use  of  foreign  capital  among  us,  as  has  been 
urged  by  gentlemen  opposed  to  a  renetnl.  J  do 
not  allude  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginik,  (Mr. 
BoswELi;,)  ho  does  not  cen^ider  it  an  objeciion 
that  so  much  of  this  stock  is  owned  by  foreign- 
ers. But,  let  OS,  for  amoment,  suppose  that,  on 
a  dissolaiion  of  this  bank,  this  capital  gSes  oni 
of  the  coantry  ;  It  is  owned  bv  pro^ielors  viSb 
reside  in  England,  where  bullion  is  fifteen  per 
cent,  above  their  paper  eurrencV,  and  if  this  seven 
millions  two  hundred  thousaod  dollars  should  be 
sent  to  Europe,  it  would  drain  nearly  all  the  spe- 
cie from  the  country.  Unless  it  can  be  employ- 
ed here  to  more  advantage,  it  will,  aa  an  articM 
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of  mercbandise,  leiie  <he  coumry  for  a  twtt«r 
mitket.  But  it  will,  at  any  raie,  be  is  (he  hands 
of  those  who  may  not,  afier  the  refusal  to  renew 
the  charter,  feel  very  solicitous  In  aid  (be  opera- 
tions of  your  GoTeninient,  or  r^liese  (heilislcess- 
e*cf  the  people,  hy  spadiDg  this  specie  into  circu- 
lation aniDiiE  us.  We  should  require  e(roDg  ar- 
guiIieDtE,  inJeed,  to  induce  ua  to  adopt  a  measure 
which  may  ai  once  drire  out  of  the  couoiry,  or 
lock  up,  so  large  a  portion  of  the  specie  capital. 
Whecber  it  goes  mit  of  ibe  coaniry,  or  remaiat 
for  a  year  ioactiTe  here,  the  eSec(  upon  ihe  com- 
muniiy  will  be  (he  ume.  Tbe  great  demand  aod 
high  price  of  specie  will  deprers  (he  price  of  every 
kind  of  stock  and  every  species  of  properly  }  oar 
wheat,  cotton,  hemp,  tobacco,  and  every  article  of. 
produce,  mutt  suGTer  a  depression  of  at  least  teo  per 
ceot.,  perhaps  not  Snd  a  laarkel  at  any  price. 
The  natioa  will  be  subjected  at  once  (a  iba  lass 
of  a  sum  at  least  equal  to  the  amount  of  the 
whole  capital  of  this  bank.  For  (be  amount  of 
produce  and  merchandise  iu  tbe  country  may  be 
estimated  atone  hundred  milliooi  dollars;  alow 
of  ten  per  cent,  would  be  ten  millions  dollars,  a 
sum  equal  to  our  revenues  for  one  year.  By 
whom  is  this  lose  lo  bt  eustained  1  By  the  mer- 
cbania  1  No  ;  it  wilt  fall  upoo  tbe  farmers,  tbe 
manufaclocers,  and  mechanics  {  your  rich  mon- 
-eyed  capitalists  are  safe — nay,  they  are  the  only 
men  who  will  profit  by  suoh  a  state  of  confusion 
.aod  distress. 


the  mechanic,  atid  even  the  laborer,  who  ali 
mud  suflei  most  severely,  by  the  expcrinteni  ., 
breaking  up  this  bank  and  your  present  syiiern  of 
paper  credit.  Of  this  we  may  alt  be  convinced 
when  100  late  to  remedy  tbe  evil.  The  efi^cc'it 
may  produce  may  be  entirely  diSerent  from  what 
tbe  opponents  to  this  bill  now  believe.  Instead 
of  a  blessing,  it  may  prove  a  scourge  and  a  eune 
10  the  country.  Politicians,  we  all  know,  are 
liable  to  err  in  their  catculatioas,  and  often  mis- 
take the  real  bearing  and  effect  of  (heir  meaa- 
ores  upoo  the  community.  The  Turkish  Qow- 
erDmeni  once  devised  and  adopted  an  infallible 
expedient,  as  the  rulers  believed,  to  prevent  a 
•carcity  of  corn,  by  prohibiting  tbe  eiportation 
of  ibis  article.  But  the  consequence  of  this  fa- 
vorite measure  was  a  famine,  want,  and  calami- 
iiy,  instead  of  plenty  and  happiness,, 

And  are  gentlemen,  wbo  are  apposed  to  tbe 
lenewal  of  this  cbaiter,  q^uite  sure  what  will  be 
the  consequence  of  itoppiog  ac'onoe  the  opera- 
tion! of  this  hank?  I  apprehend  not.  They  all 
admit  it  will,  for  a  time,  occasion  some  embar- 
nasment  to  our  citiiens  and  our  Treasury,  but 
they  differ  as  to  tbe  extent  of  the  evil,  and  let! 
0*  that'  all  the  calatnity  is  to  be  far  outweighed 

athe)>lMsings which  are  to  follow;  and  aaoiw 
er  blessings  which  are  to  result,  is  the  check 
which  is  to  be  giveiv  to  trade.  We  are  told  that 
there  is  loo  mocb  credit  and  too  much  trade, 
that  failures  are  eontiouafly  occurring,  and  that 
although  tbe  merchant  fail,  the  farmer  bear*  Ibe 
loM.    A.  single  glapoe  at  ilie  manner  of  transact- 


ing business  in  our  commercial  towns  must  coo- 
vlnce  any  gentleman  that  when  a  merchant  stops 
payment,  he  is  seldom  indebted  to  tbe  farmer. 
His  credit  contracts  ere  with  the  banks  and  mer- 
chants in  town:  instead  of  nurchasing  jiroduce 
from  the  farmer  upon  credit,  toe  mercbani  obtaina 
a  credit  at  tbe  bank,  procures  bills,  and  is  in  this 
way  able  to  purchase  from  the  farmer  for  ready 
money;  and  if  the  niercbaht  fails,  his  creditors  in 
IDWD,  not  in  the  conntry,  are  generally  the  snf- 
ferers.  By  lessening  or  destroying  banc  accom- 
modation, you  transfer  the  credit  from  the  city 
to  ihe  country.  Then  if  a  merc|iant  should  fail, 
bis  creditors  m  the  country,  the  farmer?,  would 
suffer.  Should  this  be  ("he  effect  of  puitingdoirn 
this  hank,  the  agriculturist  who  now  selU  bis 
wheat,  hemp,  cotcoo,  and  tobacco,  for  e^sh,  will 
he  compelled  to  sell  upoo  credit  and  take  the 
risk  of  failure  from  the  banks  and  mercbants  to 
himself.  Is  this  the  manoer  in  which  trade  is  to 
be  lessened  by  slopping  bank  credit  1 

But  it  has  been  urged  that  we  have  too  much 
paper  in  circulation.  Admit  it.  Tbe  destruc- 
tion of  this  bank  will  increase,  Dot  diminish,  the 


atcly  follow  the  closing  of  ih«  concerns  of  this 
institution  as  the  least  of  the  evih  the  commu- 
nity will  experience  from  a  refusal  to  renew  tbe 
charter.  Congress  may  indeed  prevent  the  ope- 
ration of  tbiti  bank  after  the  4th  of  March,  but 
Congress  can  neither  prevent  a  spirit  of  trade, 
nor  subdue  the  passion  for  speculation.  For, 
while  we  are  debating  the  expediency  of  destroy- 
ing this  bank,  in  order,  to  free  the  country  from 
the  mischiefs  of  an  extended  bank  credit,  we  6nd 
new  hanks  springing  into  existence  in  every 
direction.  We  have  no  less  than  five  bills  now 
table  (or  incorporaiiog  this  number  of 


banks  in  this  tea-mi le-square  t 


And  the 


gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Bokvbll)  bas 
told  us  that  Ihese  appTicalioas  are  an  evidence  of 
capital  or  of  coriuptioc,  but  1  consider  them 
raiitcr  as  evidence  of  the  destroyingsplrit  of  spec- 
ulation, which  threatens  lo  siaod  upon  the  ruins 
of  the  United  States'  Bank  till  the  country  shall 
be  overwhelmed  with  Dew  emissions  of  paper 
from  Ihese  new  manufactories.  The  banks  es- 
tablished by  the  Slate  Legislatures  will  scramble 
for  tbe  privilege  of  filling  the  chasm  to  be  made 
by  tba  destruction  of  tbe  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  Already  are  they  preparing  for  the  pat- 
riotic eadeavor.  Our  State  Legislatures  are  to 
be  importuned  lo  become  batik  jobbers  and  joint 
undertakers  and  copartners  in  the  enterprise. 
The  profits  ate  to  furnish  revenues  sufficient  to 
satisf^  both  avarice  and  amhiiioo.  Notwith- 
standing the  provision  in  the  Const!  lutioii,  that 
no  State  shall  ''emit  bills  of  credit,"  ve  &ad  al- 
most every  State  in  the  Union  interested  in 
banks,  authorizing  corporations  to  issue  bank 
bills,  wbich,.  so  far  as  they  exceed  tbe  capital 
upon  which  ibay  are  issued,  are  in  the  nature  of 
bills  of  credit.  Several  States  own  slock  in  these 
bank^  and,  as  such  stockholders,  are  responsible 
&t  the  |>ayment  of  these  bills.    Peonsjlvaitia, 
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Tiwiois,  and  Vermont,  sre  large  stocfchaMers  in 
their  State  banks;  New  York  and  North  Caro- 
lina have  aho  an  interest  in  some  of  their  banks, 
The  States  canaot  be  reitralDed,  nor  is  it  to  be 
wtabed  that  they  should  be  prohibited  altogether 
from  incorporatint;  banks.  BqC  what  difficulties 
are  we  t«  experience  in  resorting  to  these  nui 
ons  and  coqaiciing  insiilutions  for  the  colleci 
safe-keepio^,  and  transMission  of 
The  deposiies  ot  the  GoTernment  will  render 
banking  profitable  to  (be  favorite  bank  thai  re- 
oeires  them.  The  aid  of  the  QoTernment  will 
raake  this  bank  superior  in  funds  and  credit  to 
any  of  the  others  which  do  not  share  this  solid 
patronage.  This  will  prodoce  jealousies  and 
coUisiona  of  interests  between  ban'ks  in  the  same 
State,  and  thus  form  cabals  against  the  Stale  and 
General  Ooveroments.  It  will  Dot  stop  here, 
bat  will  extend  from  State  to  State.  If  the 
States  and  State  banks  are  to  regulate  trade  in 
tfi«  article  of  paper  money,  they  may  prescribe 
the  terms.  To  give  the  preference  to  their  own 
paper,  they  may  exclude  thai  of  any  other  State 
from  circulation  among  them,  in  the  same  way 
thai  the  paper  of  nniQcorporaled  banks  is  ex- 
cluded by  tome  Slates,  an*d  bills  of  a  certain 
amouDi  from  others. 

The  great  commercial  Slates  will  have  in 
their  power  the  paper  of  the  small  and  agricul- 
tural Slates.  For  where  there  is  most  trade 
there  the  mnt  current  bills  will  be  the  most  ral- 
nable.  The  bills  of  New  York  and  PennsylTa- 
nia,  from  the  great  trade  and  frequent  intercourse 
between  their  capital  citie^  would  be  in  greater 
demand  than  any  other;  the  bills  of  either  State 
WDulii  pass  current  in  the  other,  and  this  would 
give  them  a  credit  and  currency  superior  to  all 
oiber  btlts.  They  would,  of  course,  drive  the 
others  ont  of  the  market.  And,  sir,  it  is  possi- 
ble that  other  banks  may  attempt  to  make  up  in 
the  quantity  of  their  paper  the  deficiency  in  its 
quality  and  credit,  and  all  may  overtrade  their 
capital,  diicooat  far  beyond  iheir  funds,  untH  a 
general  depreciatioa  of  their  paper  shall  produce 
general  failure,  and  universal  distrust  in  all  paper 
CTcdic.  It  ia  the  duty  of  the  Government,  if^iu 
their  power,  to  avert  sncb  a  state  of  confasion ; 
to  protect  and  preserve  the  country  from  such 
complicated  ruin.  But  we  are  about  to  invite 
at>d  precipitate  this  destruction  by  throwing 
away  the  only  m«ans  we  possess  to  prevent  iL 
Stop  this  banK,  and  what  cheek  is  there  then  to 
limit  the  discount  of  all  other  banks?  They 
may  issue  paper  to  any  atnount.  and- without 
funds  to  redeem  it.  There  may,  and  very  prob- 
ably wilt  be,  a  common  interest  and  feeline 
among'them  to  uphold  each  other,  nntil  all  shall 
deem.it  advisable  to  fall.  Hitherto  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  by  its  large  capital,  anij  the 
amount  of  its  specie  always  on  hand,  has  con- 
fined the  discoonis  of  other  hanks  to  certain  lim- 
its, and  compelled  them  to  observe  some  propor- 
tion between  Iheir  loans  and  actual  funds.  And 
ia  this  way  it  has  served  as  a  barometer  to  ascer- 
tain th«  credit  of  other  banks,  as  a  resulator  to 
kacp  tbem  within  aneh  boands  aa  might  be  safe 


to  the  community.  But  take  away  this  regu-' 
iator,  aod  the  other  banks  may  go  on  without 
fear  or  restraint  to  loan  millions,  wirhoui  having 
a  dollar  in  their  vaults,  until  alt  will  be  reduced 
to  bankruptcy,  as  we  hare  already  witnessed,  in 
some  parts  of  New  Eoglasd.  We  have  been 
told  by  gentlemen  that  this  bank  has  been  the 
cause  ofihe  excess  of  bank  paper,  which  has 

Frevailed  in  some  of  the  Eastern  Slates.  Tbia 
deny..  What  has  been  the  conduct  of  banks  in 
that  quarter?  A  considerable  number  of  banka 
were  established  in  the  interior  of  Massachusetts 
and  New  Hampshire.  And  they  went  on  to  is- 
sue Iheir  bills  to  a  great  amount,  without  regard 
ra  their  actual  funds,  and  without  any  specie  la 
redeem  them.  And  had  these,  bills  circulated 
only  in  places  where  banks  were  conducted  in  a 
manner  equally  loose  and  unprincipled,  the  im- 
position would  not  have  been  readily  detected; 
Dot  when  these  bills  appeared  at  the  bianch  bank 
ofthe  United  States,  their  real  value  was  tested; 
:hey  were  returned,  and  the  svsteca  of  banking 
without  specie  or  capital  was  broken  up  and  de- 
itroyed.  It  Will  hardly  be  contended  that  our 
■evenues  wonld  have  been  perfectly  secure  in 
these  banks.  And  whai  assurance  have  we  that 
tbeywill  he  more  safe  iit  theothersl  TheOov- 
ernment  of  the  United  Stales  cannot  limit  their 
discounts,  inspect  their  books,  or  ascertain  the 
state  of  their  funds,  or  the  principles  upon  which 
ihey  act.  It  never  can  be  seriously  insisted,  thai 
it  would  be  advisable  to  deposite  the  public  mon- 
eys  in  this  manner.  It  would  be  ofiering  tbe 
revenues  of  the  Government  as  a  bounty  for 
bank  factions  and  bank  frauds.  And  why  shall 
we  be  driven  to  make  the;e  dangerous,  ruinous 
experiment*?  We  experience  no  hardships,  no 
real  difficulties  growing  out  of  our  present  sys- 
tem. If  we  continue  it,  none  are  to  be  appre* 
headed.  We  shall  preserve  a  paper  medium, 
well  known  and  long  approved ;  with  which  tbe 
people  of  thia  cooniry  are  well  satisfied. .  For 
not  a  single  remonstrance  has  been  offered  against 
Goalinoinj  the  operations  of  this  bank,  white 
housands  of  petitioners  hare  solicited  Conereaa 
o  renew  the  charter.  Nothing  but  considera- 
tions of  the  most  imperious  nature  should  induce 
Congress  at  this  timeto  refuse  a  renewal  of  this 
:harter,  and  thus  compel  the  extensive  moneyed 
iperations  of  this  company  to  stop  at  once.  The 
situaiioil  of  the  country  is  at  this  period  pecu- 
liarly unfavorable,  if  not  unequal  to  such  an  ope- 
ration. But  a  small  amount  of  specie  in  circula- 
tion, and  the  course  of  exchange  eoniinoally  les- 
sening the  quantity,' draining  it  from  the  coun- 
Iry;  a  lar^e  portion  of  the  merchants*  properly 
seized  in  Europe;  our  Treasury  nearly  exhausted; 
,  non-importntloQ  aboot  to  be  adopted;  our  rev- 
nue  to  be  thus  cut  off;  our  Army  add  Navy 
xpenditures  to  be  increased;  and,  in  this  state 
four  national  affairs,  we  are  about  lo  deelroy 
11  conSdence  in  paper  credit;  to  adopt  a  meas- 
ure which  must  produce  general  disappointment, 
failures,  and  bankruptcy.  However  unco ncemed 
and  secure  some  gentlemen  may  feel  about  (he  ' 
eoQ'aeqaeiicee  which  may  ceittll  from  aoch  «  etat* 
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of  Ibiogi,  I  ckDDOt  bat  coplemplaU  chem  with 
the  most  fearful  tppreheDsioo.  Cid  the  people 
extend  their  conSdence  to  the  wiidom  anaeipe- 
iitncy  o(  tne«Eurea  which,  ioil»d  of  pronotiDft 
the  general  welfare,  produce  geaeial  distieta? 
Why,  sir^  we  seem  to  eherith  aa  little  regard  for 
Ihe  opiaiona  of  ibe  people  aa  rf  (her  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  QorernmcDi. 

But  Ihe  remedr  for  all  the  erilt  i^iowiBg  out 
of  thia  breaking  oown  meainre,  is  to  be  fouod,  we 
are  told  by  tome  of  iia  advocateigio  ike  eilabliih- 
meat  of  ■  new  National  Bank  upon  the  ruins  of 
tbii.  The  couotry  li  to  be  aabjected  to  the  apasma 
and  ihroea  of  death  and  birih,at  iheasineinaiani, 
in  order  to  preaerTc,  by  ihia  bold  practice,  rt* 
CoQctiiuiion.  TbisisareSaement  inStatequack- 
ery,  which  moat  prove  fatal  to  the  ptlieat. 

Are  the  advocatea  for  a  National  Bank  quite 
aare  that  they  could  obtain  a  law  of  Congreu  for 
ita  eaiabliihtnent,  if  the  Uoiied  Siaiee  Bank  were 
oat  of  the  question  1  1  apprehend  not.  Many 
serious,  if  not  inaurinoaDiable  difficult  lea  would 
be  found  to  eiiit.  Wheu  an  increaaed  demand 
for  money  should  have  rendered  it  scarce,  it  would 
jllv  comport  with  that  diseretion  and  iotelligeoee 
which  oupht  ever  to  diclingoisb  tbe  proce^inss 
of  Congreaa,  to  increaae  iheicarciiy  of  thia  article 
breDlarftiogtbeiraniediale  demand  for  it.  While 
^,000,000  would  be  employed  in  dosing  tbe 
concerns  of  one  bank,  $30,000^X10  are  to  beesiled 
for  to  commence  tbe  operalioos'of  another.  Tbii 
would  be  teryioga  requiailioD  upon  all  the  cir- 
culating medium  of  Lh«  country  at  once.  It 
would  create  a  detnand  which  could  dm  be  satis* 
Sed.  If  ibii  ohjeclion  eonid  be  removed,  there 
•re  oihera  dill  stronger  (o  be  obviated.  It  would 
be  fouod  diffieuli  lo  convince  tbe-States  concern- 
ed in  banka  that  their  inieresia  are  to  be  promoted 
1^  a  great  rival  bank,  with  a  capital  and  ability 
•quel  to  (he  managemcni  of  all  the  banking  bou- 
BCM  in  the  country.  Will  (he  ereal  commercial 
States  of  Utsstchusetia,  New  York,  and  Pean- 
.  aylvania,  accede  to  (hianeBsurel  Theywillnot, 
tinleaa  they  disregard  all  the  ptoliti  (hey  might 
derive  by  uniting  to  give  credit  and  eurreney  lo 
the  paper  of  their  own  hanks;  unleaa  they  neglect 
to  improve  tbe  advantage  they  would  to  such 
cue  have  over  the  oibet  States.  If  tome  States 
now  recommend  to  their  Repreaenlalivea  to  op- 
pose a  renewal  of  ibia  charter,  woald  ihey  be  lesi 
attentive  to  their  own  interests,  and  mora  aparing 
of  their  advice,  when  a  National  Baoksbould  be 
attempted  1  No,  sir;  nor  Vould  tbeir  recotn- 
mendation*  be  less  regarded  tbio  upon  the  preacnt 
oecasion.  Ifa  bank, wiihbuttlO.OOO.OOOcapilal, 
baa  awakened  State  jealonsies,  and  roused  to  ae- 
tioa  State  interest*  against  it,  whit  are  we  to  ex- 
pect when  a  new  haak  of  93)^000,000  should  be 
proposed  1  That  such  an  iDSlitudon  could  be  es- 
tablished without  opposition?  No;  itcouldnot' 
succeed  against  the  opposition  it  must  and  would 
encounter.  Put  down  the  Bank  of  tbe  0nited 
States,  and  however  csieotiil  an  inititniion  of 
the  kind  may  be  found,  either  to  furnish  a  circn- 
uting  medium  which  shall  pass  current  thronsli- 
mt  the  United  States,  or  aid  in  (he  adoiniatTBUen 


of  lb?  floaoees,  the  OoreronteDt  will  not  bare  lh« 
power  to  establish  i(.  A  law  for  the  purpose 
would  never  be  sanctioned  by  a  majority  of  (>o(b 
Houses  of  Congress.  And  if  we  caimot  conlinns 
the  present  iMDlt  apoa  any  terms,  no  other  oogfat 
ever  to  be  authorised  by  Congress.  For  to  what 
a  state  of  tbinga  might  a  new  National  Bank, 
with  twenty  or  thirty  miiliona  capital,  reduce  the 
country  at  the  expiration  of  twenty  years  from 
this  time  7  lu  atock  might  get  iD(o  the  hands  ol 
foreignari,  or  be  owned  by  those  who  would  be 
found  in  the  opposition  to  the  Admioistraiiou; 
and,  Burely,  thia  would  furnish  reasons  as  power- 
ful for  putting  dowit  tbe  Naltooal  Bank  as  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  And  the  couatry 
would  be  compelled  to  submit  to  another  general 
shock,  and  perhaps  destruction,  of  _p*per  crediL 
If  we  have  not  stability  and  discretion  sufficient 
aatiene  and  support  such  an  insttlution,  w« 
t  certainly  should  not  undertake  to  establish 
For  we  are  exposing  the  coontry  to  alteraata 
affluence  and  penury — maJiing  exp^meut*  ruin* 
ous  to  the  people  and  desiruoiive  to  (ha  Oovarit- 

Some  gentlemen  tell  us  that  this  corponiioB 
can  close  ita  concerns  wuhout  occasioning  an^ 
embarrassment  in  (becommunity.  If  tbe  trial  la 
to  be  made,  I  most  sincerely  wish  thcv  may  not 
be  mistaken  ;  but  to  me  it  appears  utterly  imprac- 
licable.  The  genilejian  from  Virginia  (Ur. 
Bdhweli.)  seems  to  think  that  the  shock  will  be 
slight  BQit  scarcely  perceivable;  that  ibb  angry 
clou,d  will  be  disarmed  by  (he  coaduciing  {lowera 
lof  the  State  banks.  But  can  he  assure  us,  that 
such  will  be  the  result  from  anv  actual  axperi- 
meuts  which  have  ever  been  maae  in  this  branch 
of  philosophy  7  I  believe  aot.  And  it  i«  to  be 
apprehended,  that  even  if  this  eload  should  dia- 
sppear,  iloudt  of  discontent  and  faetioo  will  soe- 
ceed,  and  may  soon  be  seen  hurrying  and  cha- 
sing each  other  over  the  political  firmament  of 
America,  notil  the  tempest  comes  on  which  shall 
close  forever  the  prospect  of  oar  united  strength 
and  happiness. 

Tbe  times  are  dangerous  for  national  experi- 
ments. When  we  look  around  ns  we  find  tlte 
political  paKion»  of  man  rising  to  madness;  long  ' 
eslabliabsd  Governments  breaking  up  their  attong 
foundations,  and  the  world  almost  deluged  with 
blood  and  warfare ;  we  alone  stand  upon  tha  nar- 
row islbmu*  of  peace  and  prosperity.  And  is  it 
for  ns  to  complaio ;  to  be  discontented  with  (h* 
pre-eminent  happiness  we  etyoy ;  to  hazard  ant 
preteBt  enviable  condition  upon  the  doubtful  re- 
sult of  this-  great  and  sudden  change  1b  the  ad- 
mi  nistrat  ion  of  our  national  finances!  No  air. 
It  becomes  us  to  beware  of  ianovaiions;  to  weigh 
well  the  consequencea  of  embracing.any  new  aya- 
tem,  or  abandoning  an  old  one.  But,  sic,  I  wilt 
□ot  detain  the  Committee  longer.  I  have  already 
occupied  more  of  their  time  than  I  intended;  bn( 
a  sense  of  duty  has  compelled  me  to  state  my 
opioioo  at  lensth  upon  the  important  question  i»- 
fore  us.  And  if  the  charter  of  this  bank  is  not 
to  be  renewed  or  conlinued  upon  auy  coDditions, 
I  am  ready  (o  hope  that  ny  apprehenaiont  of  ths 
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efiecl^  tbat  llu  refoNl  will  pradnee  in  tbia  sodI-  I 
maniijr,  iiiRf  prove  ^roanillm ;  tbnt  the  dii«ola~ 
tion  of  ibis  iDititutioD  maf  not  be  the  organ- 
ixing  of  rain  to  a  cooriderabia  poHloo  of  th« 
coDDtiy. 

Mr.  Shilib  Bpok&m  few  miDUtei  in  leplfto 
Mr.  FiiJC 

Mr.  SiTiBRT. — It  nuTba  saiJ  ibat  tbia  anb- 
jeci  has  been  exbamled  by  the  diaeaasioat  of  the 
ablest  politic iaai  of  ibe  couairy.  I  will  pmniw. 
the  remark!  whieb  1  abill  ofler  ars  laieaded 
lolely  to  juiiiff  the  voce  which  itismy  iniuitioii 
to  give  ou  ihia  momeoioDs  occasion. 

The  ^eition  pending  the  United  States'  Bank 
haa  excited  a  peculiar  inierex  throaghoat  Ibis 
nalioD,  mote  especially  in  our  Beaporis.  The 
disaoluiioQ  of  this  iuiiiiuiioD,  which,  from  its 
liiDiiation,  will  expire  on  the  fourth  of  March 
uexi,  haa  heeo  portrayed  in  eolora  of  the  darkest 
ahadea,  end  the  distrenes  whieb  imnr  matDtoia 
will  be  coasrqneat  to  that  eTeiU,  call  serioualy 
for  a  fair  and  deliberate  iavestigalton.  I  bppe, 
sir,  1  shall  be  pardoned  for  imposieg  on  the  pa- 
tienev  of  the  House,  when  it  is  reeollocted  tbai 
the  cotHmuoity  which  I  represent  hare  employed 
foor'tenths  of  the  capital  stock  of  itie  United 
Slates' Bank.  If  evil  coosequsneas  are  to  attend 
the  dissolution  of  this  establishoient,  or  if  beoeft- 
eial  resolia  proceed  from  its  eoDlinuancB,  in  either 
CBse  I  must  ft«l  rajrsdf  enentially  interested ;  it 
is  therefore  my  wish  to  be  disiinctly  nnderMood 
upon  the  imporieni  principles  which  hate  ooa- 
Bexion  with  the  great  qnestion  now  belbre  os. 

At  the  last  sesaron  of  Congress  J  presented  the 
memorial  of  the  Pfetidem,  DirMtors,  and  Stock- 
holders of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  at  that 
time  I  eDtarlained  no  posiiiTe  opinion  on  the 
(objeei ;  the  disoassioaa  whieb  took  plaee  in  the 
eonnmtttee  to  whom  the  memoHal  w*s  referred, 
Beeessarily,  as  a  dnt]f  on  my  ptrt,  excited  thai 
attention  which  the.  importance  of  the  qneation 
imperioasly  demanded.  Under  oircnmstances  of 
doubt,  I  Tflted  in  faror  of  reponiDg  a  resolution 
in  support  of  the  bank,  for  the  purpose  of  giring 
10  the  establishment  every  chance  which  reason 
eould  atg« ;  -at  ihe  same  lime  rescFTin^  to  my- 
aelf  the  right  to  pronounce  a  Snal  decision,  ac> 
cording  as  policy  and  expediency,  bnt  more  espe- 
cially as  principle  Ehoald  dictate.  I  will  admit, 
air,  that  this  is  not  the  time  ur  place  to  mstitnte 
(he  general  inquiry,  wheiherbanks  are  or  are  not 
beUeficiai  to  a  nation)  Because,  whether  the 
charter  of  the  United  Slates'  Bank  be  renewed  or 
Dot,  the  sereral  States,  who  have  the  uoques- 
tioned  authority  to  iacorporele  bank  eslabKsh- 
menU,  hare  alrAdy  created  many,  which  it  it 
not  in  onr  power  lo  control.  Ldo  not  hesitate  tc 
declare,  tbou^b  many  persons  in  the  United 
States  are  decidedly  opposed  to  a  banking  system 
nnder  every  possible  cireumstanoe,  I  am  not  of 
this  das*.  Biperienoe  hat  proved,  in  a  manner 
Ter^  satiifaeioiy  to  my  mind,  the  advantages 
which  are  derived  from  the  baalu  when  they  are 
impartially  directed,  and  when  the  aacotomoda- 
ttOD  afforded  by  them  is  prudently  employed; 
the  gnat  difflnilty  aeema  to  be  to  confine  tha  *y»- 


tem  within  its  proper  limits.  I  undersuad  the 
proposition  a*  applicable  to  the  agricultural,  man- 
ufacturiog,  and  commercial  interests  of  the  Uni- 
ted Ettales. 

For  my  proofs  of  ibis  proposition,  I  will  not 
rely  npon  the  famoas  Bank  of  8i.  Oeorye,  at 
Qeooa,  whose  anihority,  by  a  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Fisx,]  has  been,  considered  of 
much  weight.  I  will  lecsll  to  .the  mind  of  my 
friend  the  remark  of  an  intelligent  traveller,  who, 
whenhe  visited  ihisbank  of  antiquity,  exclaimed: 
Here  lies  concealed  iheent^raa,  whether  ihe  bank 
posMsses  millions  of  milltons.  or  whether  it  ia 
indebted  millionaofmilliottsl  He  concludes,  Upoa 
Ibis  important  secret  rests  tbesafeiy  of  ibe  Slate. 
Unhappy  Slate, say  1,  whosesafety  depends  npoa 
a  secret  concealed  within  the  vaults  of  a  bank. 
Perhaps  to  a  develaptoent  of  ibis  secret  may  we 
attribate  the  present  servile  condition  of^  ihe 
people  of  the  once  far-famed  and  powerful  Bs- 
public  of  Genoa. 

I  am  one  of  those  who  do  not  entertain  feara 
in  coDieqnence  of  foreigners  becominK  the  stoet 
holdera  of  our  banks,  provided,  on  all  oocasiooa, 
you  deny  them  the  pririlafc  of  voting  either  di> 
reeily  or  by  pr4xy.  I  woufd  even  go  so  far  tu  to 
prohibit  ifaeir  being  tfrigioal  sobscribera  to  any 
stock  which  may  he  created  in  out  territory. 
The  States  do  not  object  to  a  foreigner  holding 
the  stock  oi  their  banks.  Any  poliiical  eonsv- 
qnences  which  can  atise  from'  such  sn  interest 

ill  exist  without  the  General  Govern  meat  bar- 
ing  power  over  them.  eFor  the  pr^seni  I  am  op- 
pose] to  the  exclusion  of  foreign  capital  fromoDT 
oonotry,  because  it  is  not  established  that  w<e 
possess  a  auri^us  of  our  own,  and  that  the  intrik- 
duclion  of  more  fromibroad  depresses  thai  which 
it  immediately  the  prop«'ty  of  our  citizens ;  the 
pricea  which  are  at  present  paid  as  the  taterest 
tor  a  borrowed  capital  coBvioee  me  that  it  wooli 
be  impolitic  at  thu  time  to  adopt  the  principle  of 
exclusion. 

Though  I  have  admitted,  thai,  under  oertaia 
speeiSe  provisions  of  Jhe  law,  foreigners  should 
be  permitted  to  bold  the  stock  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Slates,  it  is  not  thence  to  be  inferred,  be- 
cause they  have  become  the  stockholders,  they 
are  to  be  eonfirniedj  from  time  to  tima,  in  the 
exercise  of  an  exclusive  privilege  in  onr  country. 
Sir,  I  am  decidedly  opposed  to  a  prominent, 
and  what  to  me  appears  to  be  a  very  dangerona 
feature  ia  the  bill  now  nndei  consideration^  I 
allude  to  Ihe  eighth  seclion,  which  admits  of  an 
increase  of  the  present  capiial  stock  of  the  iMnk. 
Adopt  this  provision;  ^ on  will  thereby  create  an 
Herculean  power,  which  will  have  at  its  mercy 
all  the  minor  institutions  of  the  States;  ihas 
constitnled,  it  can  oppress  and  destroy  them^aa 
whim  or  interest  may  dibtate.  The  steps  which 
have  been  taken  preparatory  to  a  dissolution  of 
the  present  bank,  it  iseaid,  occasion  much  embar- 
raisment,  and  threaten  with  ruin  many  of  onr 
citutms;  if  the  present  capital  of  ten  milliona 
«Ba  ibas  affctft  society,  who  will  prelend  to  ac- 
cumulate  present  erils,  or  risk  eotaHiug  misery  ok 
poslarily,  solely  tat  the  purpesa  w  »  tempomy 
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fftin  totheOoTerBineot?.  Id  ibis qtmiioa  Pcoa- 
■ylraQia  u>  deeply  coDcenied ;  ahe  his  teyeral 
nillfoDB  of  dollars  ia¥e«ted  ia  her  banks ;  this  to 
hfr  is  a  Talueble  source  of  reveoiie;  upon  ihis 
may  she  predieale  vBueh of  her  future  proaperiiy ; 
fceoee  will  she  derire  the  funds  rrquisiie  for  fu- 
ture iDternal  impTOvemeBts ;  but  if  you  fill  up 
the  bUnkb  ia  this  section  widt  a  coniiiderable 
mm,  all  these  prospects  will  be  blaMed  foreTerj 
you  will  thereoy  deslroy  the  tree  from  whose 
ramificatioDS  were  lo  emaoBte  the  bleuioffa  of 
peace  Bad  the  sinews  of  war.  Those  of  her  Rep- 
resCDlstiTes  who  maf  deem  it  politic  and  Con- 
■titutioUal  lo  Toie  for  a  conlinuaDce  of  the  char- 
Ur  of  the  United  States'  Bsnk,  ou^t  surely  to 
oppose  Bay  increase  of  the  nreseat  eapitsij  we 
hav<  been  told  thai  ibal  wnich  now  exiits  has 
been  found  sufficient  for  all  purposes,  at  i  time 
when  our  commerce  wu  much  more  eileDiiTc 
than  we  hare  reawn  to  auppose  will  soon  agaia 
.  be  the  case. 

If,  as  seme  stv,  the  bank  by  its  capital,  is  to  fa- 
«illEa[e  the  fiteal  operationi  of  the  QaferDmeot, 
I  am  decided  this  should  .nerer  be  greater  ihan 
what  will  be  barely,  snffieieat  for  lEis  purpoM. 
If  you  go  further,  you  place  in  the  hands  of  the 
Ooveroment  an  engine  which  may  destroy  the- 
freedom  of  this  nation.  We  are  further  told,  that 
ia  case  of  war,  the  QoTernment  may  derive  ad- 
¥aDtage,  in  the  form  of  loans,  from  the  bask ;  nd- 
miliing  this  to  be  the  fact,  it  is  very  evident,  under 
the  noeeriainties  of  a  war,  the  demaodt  of  our 
netcbapts  upon  the  ban^  will  diminish,  so  that 
-the  bank  capital  already  created  ibrouguout  the 
Union  may  be  very  readily  had  for  the  exigen- 
cies of  ibe  State.  If  a  greater  sum  shall  be  found- 
lo  be  necessary,  the  pairioiic  zeal  of  your  citizens 
will  prove  itself  all-tuSicittit  to  supply  your 
wants  io  a  eaase  which  will  be  deemed  just  and 
bonorable  by  the  oaiiou. 

I  am  also  opposed  to  the  Uuiled  Stales  baring 
the  rigbt  in  any  manner  to  appoint  any  of  the 
dlicdors  of  the  bank,  not  so  much  on  accoonl  of 
aity  influence  which  the  Government  might  de- 
rive from  such  appointment,  as  to  prevent  ruii^ 
«qs  conseqaenoes  to  all  who  may  be  concerned. 
Who  will  puch  directors  geoerally  be?  Certainly 
persons  wiko  need  the  aid  of  the  banks,  for  none 
Athers  would  make  application  for  iheappoiDt- 
nenls;  wbeu  ibey  are  appointed,  they  will  be 
anbservient  to  the  views  of  such  of  the  directors 
U  are  chosen  by  the  siockholden  in  their  places; 
they  will  loss  sight  of  the  public  wdfate  ;  they 
will  be  interested  by  the  accommodations  which 
they  may  find  necessary  for  Iheir  purposes  g  to 
obtain  these,  ihey  will  yield  to  their  associates; 
iastesd  of  being  ibe  guardians  of  ihe  poblie 
treasure  in  case  of  danger,  they  will  remain  si- 
lent until  a  spoQiaaeouB  explosion  of  the  bubble 
aolves  for  the  world  the  important  secret  of  the 
insolvency  af  the  institution.  Sir,  nottvllhstand- 
iag  many  argumeats  may  be  adduced  io  siipporc 
oTa  banking  system,  no  degree  of  importance 
'Whatever,  whether  derived  from  the  facilities  of- 
&red  Id  the  Qovamment  by  bank  astablishments, 
wr  IriHn  the  couldcrable  siiina  which  may  be  ' 


thereby  bid  for  the  Treasury,  in  eotisequence  of 
sales  which  may  be  made  of  the  stock  belonging  lo 
the  naiioo,  or  of  the  bonus  to  be  given,  s^atl  in- 
duce me  to  vote  in  favor  of  a  measure  which 
is  not  grounded  upon  strict  Conslitutiooal  priu- 

The  history  of  the  banks  in  our  country  in- 
forms ua,  that  ihaone  usually  termed  the  Bank 
of  North  America  was  the  first  establiehment  of 
ihe  kind  which  received  the  Kanctioa  irfiheGoT' 
ernmeDt  This  institution  was  incorparatcd  by 
an  act  of  Congress,  in  the  month  of  May,  1781, 
under  the  authorily  of  the  "Articles  of  Confeder- 
aiion."  The  preieai  Bank  of  (be  United  Suies 
—   '     -  poftted  by  an  acl  of  Congrew,  on  the 


aSih  of  February,  1791,  during  the  opera 
Ihe  present  Coas^iiuiion  of  the  United  Sti 
Without  an  attempt  to  examine  every  bypo- 


thesis,  which  has  been  or  which  might  he  pro- 
posed, respecting  (he  Goniliiutionaliiy  of  the  prin- 
ciple, 1  w^ll  coatent  myself  with  the  statement 
of  ibe  case,' such  as  it  appears  to  my  mind.  The 
first  public  act  which  I  performed,  as  a  m«nbei 
of  the  Congress  of  the  United  Suies,  was,  lo 
swear  aolemBly  that  1  would,  support  iha  Coosii- 
tution  of  the  Uuiled  Stales.  It  tbenfora  is  my 
duty  10  examine  and  consider  its  precepu,  aecoid- 
ing  to  the  best  of  my  ability. 

The  "Article!  of  Con  federal!  on"  and  the  pres- 
ent Constitution  of  the  United  Stales  do  not  dif- 
fer as  regards  any  poWer  delegaied  by  the  Suies 
to  Congress;  louehing  cbsrters  of  iocorporatioa. 
leaa  never  persuade  myself  that  ibe  Coosiitotion 
was  intended  other  than  to  have  a  definlie  mean- 
ing'; or  tliat  it  waa  ever  contemplated  to  speak 
an  equivocal  language;  ambiguity  arises  solely 
from  ibe  misconceptions  of  its  inlerptelersj  il  ia 
very  plain  and  of  easy  comprehension,  especially 
as  it  relates  lo  the  present  question,  since  it  ia  to- 
tally silent  on  the  right  to  create  corporations — ila- 
wisdom  ia  further  illusiraied  by  the  special  pro- 
vision for  the  only  eieluaive  privilege  which  is 
consistent  witfaafree  and  equal  goreinmeuLand 
that  il  in  favor  of  genius. 

The  powers  delesaled  by  ibe  States  are  spe- 
cial and  defined,  and,  it  is  expressly  declared  by 
Ihe  Constitution, that  ''the  powers  not  delegated 
IO  the  United  Slates  by  the  Constiiutioo,  nor 
prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserred  to  tbc 
Stales  respeeltvely,  or  (o  the  people."  This  lan- 
guage needs  no  ioterpretatioo.  1  cannot  for  & 
moment  permit  myself  to  suppose,  thai  the  patri- 
ots who  were  tested  during  the  long  conttoned 
uncertainty  of  the  most  important  events  of  our 
Rerolulionary  period,  audio  whom  was  ulti- 
mately assigned  the  ri^ht  and  power  to  construct 
the  inilrumeni  which  is  to' guide  us  in  the  politi- 
cal lahrrinth—ihat  they  intended  ibis  their  great 
work  should  alone  be  explicable  by  that  refined 
reasoning  to  wiiich  common  sense  is  a  stranger, 
laevercaandmiL  Surely  that  which  they  framed 
for  ihe  good  and  security  of  every  individual  in 
he  nation,  must  be  expressed  ia  a  maaner  lo  be- 


not  origioally  contemplated  by  the  fraoicnof  tb« 
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Consiltdlfoo,  wby  the  impotttion  on  tbe  people 
in  pnbliihiDg  it  to  the  world  1  Wat  U  mit  ■  pro- 
digal wasie  or  labor  aotT  maienils,  to  ruroish 
every  citizen  of  oar  euuotrf  wtih  a  copy  of  IbBL 
wbich  can  only  be  UDdcntood  hf  profraional 
meD,  or  such  as  are  emineetly  tkilled  in  icho- 
Ustia  Kuareh  1  It  had  better  remain  a  teeret, 
concealed  amopgit  tbe  maaty  rolUin  thearchives 
of  State,  than  be  a  puzzle  for  mankiad.  As  long 
as  Ibis  initramenl  ii  preMtred  pare  aDd  neiar- 
nishcd,  it  will  receive  a  beeoiniag  reipect  from 
your  fellow-ciiizea^— it  will  be  re^rded  as  "  the 
stupeadooi  febric  of  haman  ioTention."  Re- 
member, the  present  aivDmeat,  in  weral  impori- 
SDt  points  Df  view,  afieeis  poateriijr  in  common 
with  oarsetves.  Too  had  better  cixnrait  the  un- 
ioteltigible  jar^D  to  ihe  flames,  than  by  the 
agency  of  coasiructiuD  neutralize  wiMJom  by  folly. ' 
Sir,  if  we  have  a  Consiitation,  whtoh  the  people 
CBDDOt  undentaDd.  I  iben  say,  cat  the  original 
iDlo  slips,  and  provide  the  means  fora  better ;  or 
ir  that  if  not  (o  be  done,  and  we  are  to  be  ruled 
by  tbe  iroa  hand  of  power,  in.  that  ease,  as  one  of 
Ihe  American  people,  I  will  pray  you  lo  be  g«- 
ctoasly  pleated  to  grant  a  plain  bill  of  rights  for 
oar  better  gOTemmeut. 

It'  we  tooli  back,  and  alteDlively  view  the  ocear- 
rences  which  took  place,  when  the  law  Jueorpe- 
raling  the  prewnt  Bank  of  the  United  States  was 
enacted,  wa  thall  Sqd  onr  reasoning  supported 
and  confirmed  by  matiy  important  circumstances; 
we  shall  then  perceive,  that  the  act  ofincorpora- 
ttoQ  -was  opposed  on  Goasiitutionil  gronnd,  by 
men  who  were  and  continue  to  be  esteemed  for 
tbeir  talents,  politiealskill.judicialknowledge,  pro- 
bity and  patriotism,  and  ii  has  been  admitted,  that 
the  arguments  formerly  urged  are  unanswerable. 
That  the  power  to  Create  carpDratiODs  was  never 
intended  to  be  ceded  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  it  proved  beyond  ell  manner  oT  coniradie- 
tion;  for  we  are  told  by  the  highest  authority, 
by  one  who  was  B  member  of  tbe  QeneralUoaren- 
tion,  that  it  had  been  proposed  to  cede  to  Coit- 
gresa  the  power  to  create  corporations,  and  thai 
the  proposition  was  rejected,  after  a  deliberate 
discuiision.  In  my  opinion  this  deaisioo  it  in 
proof  of  the  sagacity  and  wisdom  of  those  who 
made  it;  it  was  highly  justifiable  to  retain  thn 
power  lo  be  exercised  by  tbe  Stales;  because, 
corporaiiont  ate  generally  founded  on  circum- 
ttances,  which  are  entirely  local — as  tneb,  Ibey 
can  be  better  understood  by  the  Legislatures  «f 
the  respective  Stales,  than  by  that  ofihe  General 
Qorerament. 

The  experience  of  every  session  proves  that 
the  decisions  of  Congress  vary  with  the  men  who 
at  different  limes  compose  thai  body;  therefore, 
the  act  of  February,  1791,  can  bare  no  force  in 
fettling  the  principle  contended  for. 

I  have  heard  it  urged,  thai  tbe  States  have  re- 
cognised the  constitutionality  of  the  United  Stales' 
Bank,  by  iheir  laws.  1  know  of  no  law  in  anjr 
of  the  States,  which  declares  this  charier  Consii- 
tniional.  Were  it  even  prQved,  tbai  several  of  the 
Stiiies  bad  published  this  declaration,  with  me  It 
wonh)  signiff  noihiDg,  unleai  the  taoolien  of  iwo- 


thirds  of  ihe  States  was  thus  had.  On  a  former 
occasion,  several  of  the  States  were  induced,  from 
peculiar  circumstances,  to  relinquish  for  a  time- 
their  ricbt  in  favor  of  a  particular  case — I  allude- 
to  the  nrst  eetablisbment  uf  the  Bank  of  Nonb' 
America.  If  this  had  been  intended  lo  decide- 
Ibis  very  important  question,  without  any  reser- 
vation of  their  power  in  other  cases,  ihey  would'^ 
have  expressed  it  in  the  moil  positive  and  uaequi- 


whilst  acting  under  tbe  "  Articles  of  Uonfedera-- 
lion,"  incorporale  the  Bank  of  North  America,. 
Ihough  their  powers  were  no  more  ex  tensive  than 
those  of  Ihe  present  Congress  7  We  shall  not 
lose  by  this  invest  ization — they  declared  that  "the 
__: ■..  of  the  United  Stales  rendered  it  indis- 


alely  passed,"  and,  at  ihal  period,  the  Board  of 
War  confessed  ihev  had  not  money  sufficient  Iq 
pay  the  expense  of  forwarding  an  express  to  the 
Commander-in-Chief  of  ihe  Army  I  Notivttfa- 
ttanding  such  urgent  necessities  on  tbe  pan  of 
iheQeneral  QovernmenI,  Ihey  (vere  too  conscious 
of  the  rights  of  ifae  States  to  aitempl  an  Uiurpa* 
lion  of  authority,  or  to  pretend  to  force  this  aet 
without  their  sanction;  accordingly,  we  And  the 
resolution  by  which  this  bank  was  etlablished 
followed  by  another,  wbich  recommended  to  the 
Legistatnre  of  each  of  the  States  the  necestiiy 
to  pass  such  laws  as  ibey  judged  requisite  for 
giving  the  ordinance,  by  which  ihe  subseribera 
to  the  Bank  of  North  Afnerica  were  incorporaied, 
its  full  operation ;  everv  provision  in  the  charier 
of  ihia  bank,  to  have  full  effect,  was  recommended 
to  the  Legislatures  of  Ihe  eerernt  Slates  for  Iheir 
approbation.  (See  JaumaU  of  Omgrui  for  1761, 
wJ.  7IA,  p.  257  and  858.)  ' 

It  Is  a  well  known  and  an  important  fact,  that 
tbe  snbscribera  to  the  Bank  of  North  America 
did  not  rest  saiiiSed  of  the  authority  of  Confrrcta 
to  incorporate  them;  subsequenllf  to  tbe  origi- 
nal act  of  incorporaiioo,  ihey  accepted  from  the 
Legislarure  of  Pennsylvania  a  charter  by  which 
ibeir  privileges  were  very  much  abridged. 

Some  niaiaiain,the  States  having  made  It  penal 
10  pass  counterfeits  of  tbe  notes  of  the  United 
States'  Bank,  is  in  proof  of  their  recocnising  the 
cnnstiiutionality  of  ibe  Institution.  Noonewitl 
pretend,  that  these  taws  were  intended  other  ihati 
to  guard  [be  people  against  fraud.  These  sialotes 
were  enacted  without  any  connexion  with  o 


withstanding  these  salutary  provisions,  that  coon- 
terfeit  bank  notes  of  every  denomination  are  in 
daily  circnlation.  1  will  ask,  what  would  be  the 
case  if  anch  lows  had  not  been  passed  by  tbe 
Stales'?     Sir,if  it  requires  all  our  care  to  prevent 

sake  do 

not  risk  the  lecnriiy  of  the  people,  by  an  indirect 
sanction  of  such  as  is  known  to  be  sjiuriousl 

I  have  often  heard  the  constiiutionality  of  a 
National  Bank  defended,  upon  the  ground  of  i» 
being  almolvldy  neceoaary  to  the  fiscal  operaliona 
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of  the  General  GaveriiDient.  A  friend  frooi  Ntw 
York.  (Mr.  Fiak,]  Mid  he  "woald  demoDdrate 
that  ibis  iDsiitation  wisindupm*<iUyn«c«Mary  to 
(he  fiteal'cotieerQ*  of  (he  Oavernmeai."  I  coBflm 
if  h«  could  do  thii,  he  would  go  far  to  remove  ao 
ifoporuocdiffieuliy.  If  (here  be  higher  authomy, 
whereon  to  rely  for  hit  proofs,  than  iha  officer  who 
ii  at  the  head  of  your  Treasory  Depanmeot,  he 
might  have  BDccceded.  1  pledge  myself  upon  the 
Btaiemenis  ot  [his  officer  to  demooatiaie,  ibat  thit 
baob  IB  not  cren  tKceuary  for  the  fiMSI  operations 


to  be  justified  bf  the  seventeeaih  article  ortfae 
eighth  leciion  ot  the  ConsliUition  of  the  United 
Statu,  which  gives  to  Coogreta  the  power  "to 
make  all  law*  which  tlialt  be  neeeuary  and  pro- 
per for  carryiDg  ioto  execution"  the  cevernl  spe- 
cific powers  delegated  to  Congress  by  the  Stales. 
1  never  did  doubt  for  a  moment  the  cotaemewx 
of  m  bank  to  the  moneyed  traaucIioDs  of  the 
Govetament.  I  was  often  induced  to  believe, 
that  a  bank,  aavctimted  by  the  General  Qoeern- 
fMOf,  IDO*  necettary  for  these  parposea.  1  am 
now  confirmed  in  a  very  different  senliroeat  by 
the  Treasury  report,  made  the  third  day  of 
janusry,  1311.  la  the  eleventh  page  of  that  re- 
port we  are  told,  it  is  one  of  (he  doliea  which 
mie  uaigaed  to  a  clerk  in  the  Treunrer's  office,  to 
keep  a  "  bank  ea«h  book,  wherein  id  accauniis 
'opened  with  every  bank  in  which  the  United 
'  State*  hare  mooey  deposited.  In  1798,  the  nuiu- 
'  ber  of  these  were  fire)  ihey  areooiv  augmented 
'  to  twenty,"  The  establish  meet,  consiiiutiog 
the  Uaiied  States'  Bank  and  its  branches,  consists 
in  all  of  nine  banks;  consequentty,  by  the  staie- 
moDl  joti  made,  it  is  proved  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment Itasbeen  doing  busineta  with  eleven  banks, 
other  than  those  sanctioned  by  Congress,  The 
■ame  report  slates,  that  ibis  business  is  transacted 
in  all  the  bank*  upon  precisely  the  same  jA»n. 
We  have  never  been  told  of  any  losses  having 
been  sustained  in  any  of  them.  Why  then  pre- 
tend, that  it  is  impossible  to' transact  this  business 
through  tbe  agency  of  the  State  banks,  vhen  we 
have  the  best  authority  for  asserting,  that  this 
has  been  done  already  in  a  majority  oFcasea  witlT 
thegreateit  success,  facility,  and  certainty  J  That 
DO  advantages,  which  are  peculiar,  can  tie  derived 
to  the  nation  from  tbe  United  States'  Bank,  as  re- 
spects the  collection  of  the  revenue,  the  safe- 
keeping of  its  specie,  or  the  transmission  of  its 
moneys  from  place  to  piece,  will  be  made  evtilent 
by  the  same  excellent  authority.  It  is  there  sta- 
ted, that  considerable  sums,  to  the  credit  of  the 
Ooverument,  are  deposited  in  the  State  banks, 
«ven  in  cities  where  the  mother  bank  and  its 
branches  are  sitnated.  On  tbe  seventh  of  January, 
1811,  very  considerable  sums  belonging  to  the 
Oovernment  remained  in  the  Manbaiian  Bank  of 
New  Yorkj  tbe  Bank  of  Pennsylvania  in  Phila- 
delphia, and  the  Bank  ef  Columbia  in  Qeor^e- 
town.  District  of  Columbia.  As  to  tbe  IraniimiEsion 
of  moDcy,  we  are  told,  in  the  same  report,  that 
tbe  deposiies  in  the  Manhattan  Bank  arise  from 
eoltections  of  the  revenue  in  the  States  of  Rhoda 
laland  and  CoaneclieWj  ud  that  thflae  in  the 


Bank  of  PenDaylvania  oeevt  frota  iha  ^ymeata 
which  are  nude  for  puUie  lands  into  the  banks 
of  Ohioand  Kentucky;  from  these iti* transmit- 
ted to  tba  branch  bank  of  Peunsylvnvia  at  Piita- 
burg,  and  thence  it  paiaea  to  the  Bank  of  Peno- 
sylv^nia  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  where  it  r«- 
mains  subject  to  the  drafts  of  the  Treaanier. 
From  this  we  perceive  that  collections  and  iraiu- 
miasions  of  money  for  the  benefit  of  the  Oovern- 
ment are  made  without  the  aid  of  the  United 
States'  Bank  or  its  branches,  and  that  through  a 
eoDsiderable  extent  of  country,  from  ona  extremi- 
ty or  the  States  to  the  other.  After  thi*  will  any 
one  pretend  to  nrge  the  abaoJute  neccasity  of  the 
United  States' Bank  1 


States  isnotabaolutaly  oeeeasary  for  this  purpoae, 
since  these  operations  can  be  and  have  been  per* 
formed  for  the  Qaaeral  Oovernment  fay  the  State 
banks.  Sir,  I  deny  the  position,  and  will  main- 
tain that  for  this  purpose  no  bank  whatever  is  re- 
quired. I  will  Bsk^eatlemea  who  nuiouin  this 
doatrioe,  to  name  to  me  the  banks  which  are 
employed  to  collect  tbe  taies  which  are  levied 
by  the  States?  I  know  of  none,  and  I  believe  it 
iropoanUe  to  point  oat  a  aingle  instance  where 
the  Slates  make  use  of  tbeir  agency. 

Sir,  I  will  for  a  moment  permit  myaelf  to  snp- 
poae,  notwiihstandiog  the  well  founded  objections 
to  the  establishment  of  a  bank  under  the  nnthoritf 
of  the  General  Oovernment,  Congreas  shall  b«- 
Terlheless  deem  it  expedient  to  renew  the  charter 
of  the  present  United  States'  Bank,  or  eaubliih, 
what  soma  may  {aneifuUy  raconcile  to  ihenuclves 
by  tbe  title  of  a  National  Bank;  it  iben  becomes 
a  question,  how  iha  Slates  will  receive  the  act  1 
whether  (hey Cannot  render  its  pravisions  abor- 
tivel  That  many  of  the  States  are  hostile  to  a 
bank,  authorised  by  (he  Qeneral  Oovernment,  is 
evident  from  numerous  facts  ;  for  proofs  we  may 
refer  to  tbe. acta  t^  the  Georgia  I^istatnre,  by 
which  the  hank  capital  at  the  branch  at  Savan- 
nah was  made  liable  to  taxation.  North  Caroli- 
na haa  taxed  the  capital  of  her  bankt— the  Le- 
gisjatnre  of  New  Jersey  passed  but  a  smgle  act  at 
tbe  likt  seasioct,  that  was  to  levy  a  tax  (m  iMitk 
capital.  No  one  con  nrelend  that  the  dispoution 
of  Virginia  or  Maryland  is  very  favonble  ton 
pretended  National  Bank.  I  can  state  upon  the 
tiest  authority,  that  it  was  a  subjeei  of  con- 
sideration with -the  Legislature  ot  Penniylraoia, 
during  the  last  winter,  to  tax  the  capital  of  ihfl 
mother  bank  in  Philadelphia;  they  did  not  prO' 
oeed,  because,  they  relied  on  (he  refusal  of  Con- 
gress to  renew  (he  present  charter  ef  the  United 
Slates'  Bank.  The  UUtion  of  the  capital  stock 
of  this  bank  is  to  be  looked  for  on  the  part  of  tbe 
States  in  which  the  mother  bank  and  its  brancbss 
may  beestablished ;  because,  the  States  generally 
requires  a  bomit,  or  iu  other  words  they  raiwa 
tax  from  the  banks  which  they  themselves  have 
sanctioned;  in  many  instances  the  amount  bos 
been  very  considerable.  We  cannot  soppose  the 
States  will  hesiuteto  tax  the  United  States' Bank, 
becMU^  if  they  do,  they  will  |ct  UDJaaiJy  towards 
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acMb  oT  tiMtr  immediile  eiiiBena  at  ba*B  invntcd 
their  cspinis  in  the  stock  of  Slate  banbfc  A  par- 
tial  imwtioQ  is  eontrtr*  id  tfafripirii  and  l«uer 
of  mr  ednaiitDiioDt.  The  Biatn  Da?iiig  tbe  ri^ ht 
to  tu  ilie  iiMtitationa  whieli  jau  mtf  nncuoo 
within  dmr  iarisdieiioa,  tboy  have  it  in  liieir 
power  to  reaaer  iaeperative  the  Ma tn its  whiefa 
yoDmay  enact  ODtbistnbjeot—ibey  may  lax  <o«Q 
amoirat  whiah  sliall  eqoal  the  ditidends  arising 
spoa  the  capital.  Wbp  can  pretend  that  bank? 
will  do  batiaera  without  the  prnpcct  of  an  hud- 
•ome  profit?  Thus dii posed,  the  States  caay  place 
the  United  States  in  a  very  nnpleaaaat  liiaation. 
Let  oa  avoid  erery  poasiUe  aooree  td  discord. 
The  Qeneial  QoTerDmenl  oaay  ba  rcdnaed  to  tbe 
dilemma,  (iihertorelinqnish  a  pretended  right,  or 
to  pny  tribute  to  the  StMsa,  to  permit  ihem  to  ex- 
ercise an  anthority  wbiah  is  nnqueniionably  an  at- 
tribute of  aoTsreiga  power.  Thit  would  constitute 
an  epoch  in  tbe  political  aoDsIa  of  oar  oonntry. 
I  hope  such  absurdities  will  not  be  cammitted. 
We  may  avoid  ikem,  by  a  strict  comc^anee  with 
the  pnueipleB  of  the  Constkniioa  of  tbe  United 
Stales. 

The  Comiailtee  me,  aboat  four  o'clock,  aad 
obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

Fbidat,  January  16. 

A  noiiea  was  nadc  by  Mr.  Fiac,  that  the  House 
da  now  adjourn ;  and  the  qnestion  b^ing  taken 
ibereea,  il  was  detarnaiiied  ia  lb«  Mgative — y< 
6,nBy»5e. 

On  motioQ  of  Mr.  Baoon,  the  Hooea  proceeded 
to  consider  the  resolution  subiniiied  by  him  on 
tbe  Silt  uhimo ;  and  the  aame  having  been  again 
read,  wae  eonaurred  ja. 

Mr.  DAWeoM  presented  to  the  House  a  report 
of  the  Seereiary  of  War,  to  tbe  Chairtnan  of  die 
Camnittee  on  tiist  pnrt of  lbs  President's  Message 
whiel)  relates  (o  land  iorees  and  £of  tifications,  and 
of  moneys  required  on  acaouDt  of  fortt&cationa 
during  the  present  y«ar^— Ordered  toUe  on  the 
Uble. 

Hr.MDnnowjfroiD  theCommittee  on  the  Pub- 
lie  Lands,  to  whom  was  refeFted  the  lull  from  the 
Senate  "to  authorize  the  snrrayin^  and  making 
of  aertain  rands  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  .as  eontem- 
plaied  in  tbe  Treaty  of  Bromitowa,  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Hiehignit,"  made  a  report;  which  wae 
read,  and,  together 'with  ths  bill,  comnitied  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  neit. 

Mr.  PiTKin  presented  a  petition  of  the  mei- 
ekants  of  Nnw  Haven,  in  ibeSuiieof  Coanectisut, 
to  tlie  same  efiecl  with  tbe  petition  of  merchants 
of  New  York,  presented  the  13th  ultimo ;  whieh 
was  referred  to  tbe  Committee  of  ^hc  Whole 
the  bill  gapplecnental  to  tbe  act  eoncerDi&g  tbe 
commeicial  intercoune  between  the  United  Siaiea 
and  Otcai  Britain  and  France,  fad  for  other  par- 
poses. 

Mr.  Snarar,  one  of  tbe  members  from  Vir- 
ginia, stated  that  it  was  hi*  inlentien  to  make  a 
motion  to  the  flawing  effect :  "  That  (ha  injvac 
tion  of  seereey  Itnposeo  on  the. secret  proceeding* 
rf'tkis  Hasan  dnttng  the  ftreaent  — "~  ' 
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Inkaa  off;"  and  having  first  asked  the  deoiaion 
of  the  Chair  thereon,  Mr.  Spuxbr  decided  that 
it  was  not  in  order  to  make  the  mid  motion  with 
open  doors. 

From  which  decision  of  the  Cbtir,  an  appeal 

as  made  to  tbe  Hoaie;  and,  on  tbe  question, 

"Is  the  decision  of  tbe  Chair  correotT"  it  was 

resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  76,  nav*  38. 

Mr.  Sbbtpbt  ihen  snggeated  that  b«  had  some 

immaDicBtioo*  to  make  which  teqnired  aecreoy. 

On  whieh,  the  galleries  wwe  cleared  and  the  doora 

cloaed ;  and  having  renamed  so  for  tome  limn, 

again  opened.- 

NA.TAL  BSTABLISfiMEHT. 
.  PtSE  moved  that  the  House  do  come  to  the 
fotlowiog  resolution: 

RetolBtd,  That  s  eommittse  be  appointed  to  loiinire 
to  tbe  sipenditure  of  toone^s  sopTopristed  for  the 
st;  Dspartmeot  since  the  Isc  of  Jumary,  1804;  and 
io  into  ths  ntustion  sod  muisKement  of  the  nsvy 
yard*  belonging  to  die  United  Ststes;  and  that  thajr 
-iport  tberson  to  the  Honse. 

Mr.  SwDOFE  moved  to  amend  the  said  resoln- 

..OD  by  striking  out  the  words  appropriated ^r 

the  Navy  Deparlmenl  lince  tKe  lit  January,  ISM, 

and  alto  into  the  gituation  and  managemeat  ig 

fAe.  and  the  words  betoi^'n^  to  l/te  UnUeii  Statet  i 

id  to  insert  the  words  at  the  before  ilie  words 

navy  yardt^  and  the  words  in  WaiAirtglon,firm 

the  frtabliekntent  thereof,  after  tbe  said  words. 

Mr.  Haven  moved  to  amend  the  said  amend' 

eat,  by  striking  out  the  words  tn  Waahingtim, 

and  inseriiag  the  word*  in  the  VmUd  Slalea  ;  and 

the  qnestion  being  taken,  it  was  determined  in 

the  negative. 

A  division  of  the  question  on  Mr.  SwooPi's 
amendment  wa&  then  called  for  by  Mr.  FtsK;  and. 
on  the  question  to  strike  oat,  it  was  determtoea 
in  the  n^(aiive. 

Tbe  resohiionwas  then  concurred  in  a*  ori- 
ginally proposed;  and  Mr.  FtSK,  Mr.  B*mbtt, 
Mr.  MiLMOB,  Mr.  Havbn^  and  Mr.  Eehan,  wet« 
appointed  tbe  said  committtee. 

DIBTBICT  OF  COLUMBIA,. 
Mr.  Van  Hobr  ofEered  tb»  following  reaola- 
tion : 

Stt^ntd,  That  the  ConntttM  fbr  tbe  Uatiietof 

Cohimbis  be  inatractad  toinquire-intotheeipedieMT 

of  establiabioi  a  covnaDaant  for  the  said  Disiiict,  snd 

that  they  b«va  leave  to  toport  b;.  bill  ei  otbentisc. 

Hr.  Tau-kadob  objected  to  giving  leave  to  r«- 

Krt  by  bill.  He  bad  Qoobje«tJon  Io  tbe  inquiry, 
t  be  was  not  witling,  on  a  snl^ect  with  (be 
merits  of  which  be  was  so  liiile  acqaatnted,  to 
give  leave  to  report  by  hill.  He  therefore  moved 
tn  alrike  out  that  pan  of  tbe  resolution. 

Mr.  Var  Hobh  said  it  had  been  shown  by  ex- 
perience that  Congress  either  could  hot  or  would 
not  attend  to  the  District,  the  concerns  of  tbe  (Uf 
tian  requiring  more  time  than  they  could  devote 
to  them.  A  biU  bad  been  onoe  reported  by  n 
committee  of  the  House  on  the  su  bjeoi  some  years 
ago,  and  thn  same  course  might  be  pnrsmd  noy. 
A  report  by  bill  would  give  n  more  eOBtprehen' 
aire  view  a£  the  aobjcet* 
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Mr.  Lbwii  NJd  that,  wiib  (ke  geatlcmn  fraoi 
Coonecii«ut,  he  ihould  prefer  «  d«iail(d  report. 
He  bad  hear^ofiioapplicaiion  to  the  Hdom  tram 
Uif  part  of  (he  District  for  a  LegUlatore,  nor  did 
he  see  the  neeeMJly  of  ii ;  bat  he  had  no  objec- 
tiOD  lo  rule  far  ao  inquiry,  thou^  he  had  objec- 
tion [o  authorizinfr  a  CDmmrttee  to  report  bf  bill. 

Mr.  Tallhadob's  incitiaD  mi  earrieil — 43  to  30. 

Mr,  Vjtn  Hoiiit,  eoDiiderlng  (he  agreemeiit  of 
ihe  HooM  to  the  alteration  juit  matte  in  hii  mo- 
tion, ai  a  virtual  rejeeiioa  of  hii  propodtioo, 
uked  and  obtained  leave  to  withdraw  hia  nio- 


BAMK  or  THE  UNITED  8TATEB. 

The  Hoate  again  resuUed  iiaelf  into  it  Com- 
nittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  lo  renew  the  cbai 
ler  of  ihi  Bank  of  the  United  Siatei. 

Mr.BoHWELL'a  moiioa  for  Mriking  oai  lhe6r*t 
aectioD  lietng  siill  under  consideritioD. 

Mr.  P.  B.  PoBTER.— Mr.  Chairmaa:  As  (hi 
bank  hai  excited  m  extraordinary  in  iaterest  i 
•rerf  part  of  the  United  Sta[ei,and  particularly 
in  the  Stale  which  I  have  the  honor  to  repreieor  ~ 
aa  1  am  apprehentive,  fiom  what  took  place  ye 
lerday,  that  1  iball  be  funnel,  on  ihia  question,  i 
nppoaition  (o  a  majority  of  my  colleagues }  an 
(what  will  always  be  an  imperative  moiire  with 
me)  Bi  I  think  thii  bill  aimi  a  di-adly  blow  ai 
tome  of  the  bett  prinoiplei  of  the  Consiitution,  I 
feel  i(  my  duty  to  state  to  the  House  the  groaod* 
on  which  I  ihall  be  consiraioed  to  vote  fi^r  strik- 
JDE  DOt  the  >ection  now  under  consideration. 

I  acknowledge  that  1  had  not,  until  lacely,  paid 
luiy  particulat  atteniion  to  the  question  of  tbecua- 
atiluiioDality  of  this  ioBiiiuiion.  I  itand,  therefore, 
in  this  respect^  on  safer  ground  than  the  rcfpec- 
UUe  member  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  MaconO 
for  I  bare  no  reason  to  suspect  myself  of  any 
long-rooied  prejudices  on  tee  question.  The 
Bank  of  the  United  States  was  eitablisbed  at  a 
tiaie  when  I  was  not  in  the  habit  of  trouhliqg 
myself  with  ruch  questions.  I  had  been  accus- 
tomed to  think  of  it  as  an  institution,  the  constl- 
tutionatity  of  which  was  conceded  by  common 
oooscat.  But,  sir,  when  the  que«tioo  w«s  again 
stirred,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  give  it  a  thorough  in- 
Testigatton  before  1  should  sanction  it  by  ray 
vote.  I  have  given  it.  if  not  a  thorough,  at  least 
a  candid  and  impartial  eiaminatioo;  and  the  re- 
soti  has  been,  a  full  conviction  that  we  have  no 
light  to  incorporate  a  bank  upon  the  principles  of 
the  bill  on  the  table,  or  rather,  upon  the  prioci- 
ples  of  the  original  charter,  wnich  this  bill  pro- 
poses to  renew.  The  groDod  of  ray  objection  is, 
that  it  Bssnoies  the^ezerciGe  of  Ijegislative  pow- 
ers which  belong  czeluaively  to  the  Stale  Ouv- 
arnmeiils. 

I  shall  not  touch  the  qnesiion  of  the  expediency 
of  this  bank,  much  lesa  the  expediency  of  haok- 
ing  generally.  If  I  were  competent,  which  I  coa- 
feMl  am  not,  to  the  task,  I  should  think  it  a  very 
unprofitable  one,  to  follow  the  geotlemau  thtougti 
kU  ifae  mazes  of  the  banking  system— a  system, 
sir,  about  the  Tarious  and  important  operatioBs 
and  effects  of  which  on  civil  society,  aatde  fnun 


a  few  obvious  truth*  which  it  farviehea,  1  have 
found  that  those  gentlemen  who  have  professed 
10  understand  ifaem  best,  have  differed  moat.  As 
I  propose  10  eonfine  myself  lo  the  Consiitutional 
question  solely,  I  hope  I  ihBll  be  allowed  to  take 
a  little  broeder  range  on  ibis  point,  than  has  been 
taken  by  the  gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me. 

I  am  aware  bow  uograeiou*  Const iintioaaL  ob- 
jections lo  Ibe  powers  of  ibis  Uoase  are  with 
those,  and  there  are  many  Ench,who  believe  that 
the  powers  of  the  Federal  Government  are,  at 
best,  too  coniricted  ;  and  who  waold  be  glad  to 
see  all  the  Slate  rights  mereed  and  sunk  into  n 
consdidated  government.  Whatever  may  be  my 
speculative  opinions  on  this  subject,  I  can  never 
be  influenced,  by  moiivea  ofexpedieoey,  to  swerve 
from  my  allegiance  to  the  Constiiuiioa.  This 
sentimeot  is  indelibly  Sxed  on  my  mind,  and  I 
trust  it  is  a  common  one  to  tbe  members  of  this 
Committee.  That,  in  adhering  strictly  to  the  itb- 
ligation  we  have  taken,  to  support  the  Goostiia- 
tion  of  the  United  Stales,  we  not  only  perform  a 
sacred  doty  lo  onrsslvea,  but  we  render  «  belin 
service  lo  the  real  and  permanent  inierests of  onr 
country  than  we  could  possibly  mder  by  a  de- 
parture from  tbat  obligation;  even  though  lh«t 
departure  were  to  avert  so  serious  a  calamity  as* 
general  bankruptcy — a  calamity  which,  in  order 
lo  alarm  (he  limidi  has  been  held  oni  as  the  io- 
eviiable  consequence  of  a  reftisal  to  renew  tbi* 

I  should  be  surprised  at  the  general  tequiee- 
cence  which  seems  to  hare  been  yielded  to  lbs 
eonstjiutionaliiy  of  this  institution,  did  I  not  be. 
lieve  that  others  had  been  as  superficial  in  their 
examination  of  the  subjeei  as  I  had  mywlf. 
When  objections  are  made  lo  the  coseiitntionality 
of  a  law.  the  people,  in  tbe  eotsory  views  which 
they  are  aceusttrmeJ  to  take  of  such  objects,  are 
apt  to  adopt,  as  the  tests  of  its  cuostiiutioBaliiy, 
the  powers  ofih*  Stale  and  federal  QoverBment* 
eolleciirely;  and  if  they  find  nothing  in  the  law 
oSeosive  to  the  prioeiples  of  oivil  liberty,  nothing 
uncongenial  wiihihespiritof aRepublican  Gov- 
ernment, they  rest  satisfied,  and  do  not  trouble 
themselves  with  nice  dislinciions  between  tbe 
powers  peculiar  to  the  one  or  the  other  of  these 
Qovernmenls.  Soch  reasoning  would,  however, 
ill  become  the  ssgaeiiy  of  this  Hoose. 

One  of  the  most  serious  dangers  with  which 
OUT  Oovernment  is  threatened,  and  it  is  a  danger 
growing  out  of  tbe  very  nature  and  structure  t^ 
the  Gtovernment  itsdf,  cotisisis  in  iis  lendeocy  lo 
produce  collisioos  betwe«B  State  and  Federal  an- 
thortties.  Tbe  Federvl  Government,  as  w>s  ob- 
served by  my  learned  colleague  (Mr.  Uitcbill) 
is,  impertum  in  imperio,  a  goveroment  within  a 
government;  and  the  raislortune  is,  that  there 
exists  no  friendly  third  power  to  decide  the  coi>- 
IroversiM  which  may  arise  between  these  tsro 
great,  independent,  and,  in  many  respects,  rival 
authorities.  The  public  peace  must  be  kf  pt,  if 
kept  at  all,  by  the  conciliatory  diaposilius  ofihe 
parlies  themselves.  As  then  we  have  a  esmmon 
interest  in  the  preservation  of  holh  these  Ooveru- 
mente— as  we -are  as  wall  the  subjects  of  the  im-* 
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ptrwhBot  the  tmperuHit,' we  oaght  to  set  wi lb 
grreai  eirensMpeciion  and  ddieaay  in  the  aBtamp- 
tion  of  fxtwera  which  do-not  etnnlr  belong  to  ns. 
Ii  JB  bellet  to  forrn  the  exfretM  of  pow^is  to 
which  we  tre  f  niitlnl,  if  ihe  ezereise  of  ilicm  it 
not  vet;  iinportaiii,  ra<h»r  than  hatard  the  aa- 
inmplioa  of  doobtful  obn,  tbe  fatal  conarqiun- 
tta  of  which  my  honorable  rrieod  from  Virpnia 
(Mr.  BnBwiLi.J  bai  la  justly  deprecated. 

The  great  hna  of  demareatMO  between  Ib« 
poweri  of  the  Stale  and  Federal  Gto*eroinenii  ii 
well  naderatood.  The  powers  of  Ibe  State  Oot- 
cminents  extend  to  tbe  r^ulaiion  of  all  iheir  in- 
leraal  eonaerni:  thoae  of  Ihe  Federal  OoverD' 
in«Dt  toibemanigeraentofall  burezferDal  rela- 
tioDi — external  at  re^^arda  ib«  individual  Smiei, 
»■  well  ■■  the  Siaiee  in  their  eollectire  capacity. 
Tbe  general  ideas  npon  which  our  Repubtio  ii 
founded, arc  theie :  Thai  itnall  territoriM  are  bet- 
ter adapted  10  the  soceeraful  adminiiiratioo  of 
JDSIieetban  large  oaes.  In  a  Republic,  where  tbe 
people  are  tbe  HoreMigng  and  lonrce  of  power,  it 
IS  important  thmi,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  eie- 
enie  thia  power  discreetly,  they  ihonid  poann 
correct  iprarmation  in  relatioD  to  tbe  eharaeier 
and  conduct  of  ibeir  rnlera,  and  io  rdsiion  also 
to  the  eharaeier  of  the  mcatnreaiirhioh  ibey  por- 
s«e,  or  OQ^I  to  putwe;  and  ibis  information  is 
better  attained  in  a  email  than  in  a  larfre  territory. 
The  individual  Slates  have  therefore  raKrred 
to  theniselTes  the  esclaaire  right  of  regulating  sll 
their  inierDal,  and,  u  I  may  say,  tnanicipil  eon- 
eerne,  in  relation  both  to  peraon  and  property. 
But  a  single  State  nay]  be  inadequate  to  its  Bwn 
protect  ton  againM  foreisB  violence ;  it  may  also, 
be  unable  to  enforce  tbe  obeerTanee  of  preper  rales 
and  regnlaikins  for  carrying  on  its  foreign  trade 
and  intercontv.  The  Confederacy  of  ibeSUIes 
ia  therefore  formed  for  the  purpose  of  aitalniog 
these  two  objfeia,  ntinely,  the  regnlaiion  and  pro- 
tection of  the  trade  and  intercourie  of  the  Bnien 
with  eaeh  otber  and  foreign  oatioas,  and  their  ae- 
entiiyagainst foreign  inration.  It  hasiome ether 
objects  10  Tiew  of  minor  consequence, and  tmme- 
diaiely  eoaaeeied  with  thesepriBcipalones.  The 
Coiuiitution  of  tbe  United  State*  is  the  basis  of 
this  confederacy;  and  it  is  only  nece.'isary  to  rend 
tbe  Conttitoiioa'  to  perceire  that  it  ia  nothing 
more  than  a  delegation  of  specific  powers  for  these 
specific  purpose*,  aad  that  the  general  sorertigmy 
of  ibe  States  over  their  respeciire  i^ritoriea  is 
axprenly  retained  by  the  Slues. 

But,  sir,  iodepeiideDt  of  these  specific  powere 
and  duties  of  tbe  Federal  QoTeronient,  it  has 
another  and  distinct  set  of  powers  and  dutiea  lo 
perform  and  execute.  The  national  domain,  as 
II  has  been  called,  embracing  ihe  lands  acquired 
by  the  ReToluiiooary  conflict;  the  lands  since 

CurehaMd  of  fereigt)  nations;  and  the  lands  ceded 
f  theaereral  Stales  to  tbe  Qeaeral  Oorernment, 
belong  to  the  United  States  in  their  federate  ca- 
pacity ;  atidnoiiidiTiduBlSlale,as  such,  baa  any 
clatnrio  or  jntisdietion  over  ibrm.  As  to  these 
lands  the  power*  cf  the  United  Sutea  are.  lore.. 
»ign,  indepeadeni,  and  eompleteieod  the  Con- 
gress of  the  Uniud  Bute*  ia  the  only  iegillowte 


aDihorityfartheeHreiaeofihiasovereigDiy.  The 
powers  of  Cungreas,  then,  in  relatioe  to  these  ter- 
ritories, inelude  the  powers  of  both  tbe  Federal 
and  State  guTernments,  in  relation  to  tbe  State*. 
I  have  adreiied  to  Ibis  braneh  of  the  pewers  of 
the  Federal  Oo*en>me(it«sa  mean*  of  dispelling 
the  ohecnrity  which  baa  beeo  thrown  otct  the 
Conetitatianal  question,  lo  which  I  shall  soon 
come,  by  eoafoondiag  the  power*  of  Congress 
over  the  State*,  with  their  powers  orer  tbe  Ter- 
ritories. Argamenis,  to  whichlt»ball  have  M- 
eaaioa  to  advert  in  the  course  of  m]]  observatiooa, 
have  been  uacd  lo  justify  tbe  exerciee  of  parti'oo- 
lar  powers  within  the  Umit*  of  tbe  States,  from 
our  aekoowledged  right  to  and  practical  exercise 
of  similar  powers  within  tbe  Territories. 

in  diacuwiog  Constitotional  queatiOD*^  then,  we 
lay  down  tbese  axioms : — That  in  relauon  to  the 
territories,  tbe  powers  of  Congresa  are  supreme 
and  exelosive  |  that  in  relation  to  the  Slates,  they 
are  speeiSealty  defined  and  liiaiied  by  Ihe  Con- 
stitution— and  that  we  have  no  right  to  exercise, 
withia  the  limits  of  a  Stale,  any  power  as  resultmg 
from  the  general  right*  of  sovereignty;  .because 
tbal  aovcreigaty  belongs  to  the  States  and  to  tha 
people,  and  not  to  the  Federal  Oovernmenl.  To 
show  tbal  these  two  lait  positions  are  correct,  I 
will  read  tbe  tenth  article  in  the  amendment  of 
tbe  CoDstituiioD ;  "  The  powers  not  delegated  lo 
'  the  Uailed  Blatet  by  the  Consiilutioo,  nor  pro- 
'  bibiied  by  it  to  tbe  Stales,  are  reserved  lo  the 
'  Stales  retpeclively,  or  the  people." 

A*  then,  the  incorporation  of  this  bank  iavolvca 
the  exeieiae  of  Legislative  powere  within  thejti- 
risdietian  of  the  Suiea,  in  uUlion  to  tbe  righte 
of  property  between  the  eiilxene  of  ttuMe  Staiea ; 
and  as  no  power  to  incorporate  a  bank,  M  twmtfie, 
ia  to  be  fonnd  io  the  Coaatitutioa,  it  would  seen 
soffieient  fi)r  us  to  rest  the  argnmeot  her^  by  ft 
mere  denial  of  tbe  power,  and  to  call  im  the  ad- 
vocBles  of  the  bank  to  show  iu  const itutionality. 
Aq  attempt  to  prove  thi*  eonsiitutiouality  has 
been  made — not,  however,  sir,  by  argoments  ad- 
vanced by  genliemea  on  tbe  other  side  of  iba 
House  in  their  places,  (for  ther  have,  so  far,  ot^ 
served,  and  1  und^reiaod  iGat  they  will  continue 
lo  observe,  a  profound  silence  on  this  qoeation,) 
b»t  by  arruments  which  have  betngratniioosly 
introduced,  by  the  agent  of  tbe  bank.  I  allude  ti> 
the  pamphlet  which'  has  within  a  few  days  paal 
been  printed  and  distributed  among  tbe  msmbera, 
containing  the  celebrated  nrgumedt  of  General 
Hamilton,  *-  on  the  couttitutionality  of  a  Nailonri 
Bank."  As  that  pampbletiade^ic(o,if  noltfejtire'. 
before  tbe  Committee,  I  will,  if  the  Commiltee 
will  indulge  me,  attempt  to  examine  some  of  tha 
principal  arguments  eootaiaed  in  it,  and  1  will 
also  notice  snme  additional  ones,  advanoed  yea- 
lerdey  by  my  -honorable  friend  aud  colleague  on 
my  left  (Mr.  Fisk.)  In  the  coarse  of  the  obser- 
vations which  I  bare  to  submit,  I  shall,  without 
doubt,  repeat  argument*  and  remarks  made  by  tbe 
gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me,  and  othen 
whieb  ere  familiar  to  Ibe  members  of  the  Coia- 
mtttee.  My  excuse  must  rest  in  tbe  difficulty  of 
Uking  a  conne«»d  view  of  the  subject,  witbout 
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■Mil  repMitiocf.    U I  (ImU  to  to  fortnou*  ■«  lo 

tkrow  BsiDglsDftw  rarof  ligkioB  tbia importaai 
^oniioD,  1  BDill  feel  Binplr  remunnatRl  fsr  laj 
ttftnble,  sod  I  tfamll  ihiak  tbe  time  of  th«  Ctxamitr- 
tef  Doi  alK^^btr  miMpcBi. 

The  flnt  ar|;aiaeDl  Id  (hia  pHapMet  is  fonndad 
on  the  (Oiereifrotjr  of  tbe  powen  of-CongreM. 
Tb«  Pedenl  CMTerninent  ii  aaid  lo  be  soTereign 
u  lo  all  (he  object!  for  wbicb  iliat  Ooveonmeot 
WM  ioatituted.  A  Eocereigo  power  includei,  b^ 
Ibrca  of  (he  term,  a  tight  (o  all  the  metos  epnli- 
aable  to  the  suaiaineoi  of  tbe  ends  for  which  ihat 
power  in  gi*CD  ;  and  thcteforv  CongreM  maf ,  in 
▼inue  of  (heir  sovereign  power,  create  ineorpo- 
ntton  foi^  atuiaing  tbe  ends  pr  objeeu  of  ihoee 
powers. 

ThiearaanHnt  is  founded  on  what  ihelogieiani 
Mil  pttitio  pnttoipii,  or  beggtag  the  (fofetion. 
The  propoiitioit,  that  the  Gbveroaieat  is  sorer- 
eign,  IS  assumed,  to  proT*  that  it  poswsses  tbe 
attrlbutea  of  so*ereiK*iy :  or,  in  other  w[>rdi,  the 
fact  of  torerelgoir  is  asiunjed,  to  prove  that  sov- 
weigot)r.  If  the  poiiiioD  that  tbe  powers  of  tbii 
Ghtvernineoi  are  sovereign  as  to  all  tbe  objects  of 
tbetn,  be  proved,  I  will  concede  the  eon*e(|nenee, 
lo  wit :  chat  we  have  a  right  lo  establish  corpora- 
tiooe  to  attaia  theee  objects— but  I  deof  the  fact 
of  eovereigntr-  The  acts  of  Congress,  it  is  eaid, 
M« declared  by  theConstitBtiooto  betbesupreme 
law  of  tbe  laad :  and  the  power  which  can  isake 
the  sapreice  law  of  ibe  land,  is  oeceisarity  a  sot- 
ereiga  power.  Bat  i  deny  that  this  is  a  correct 
detiottioo,  or  erpositian  oi  sovereignty.  It  ii  not 
tbe  high  nature  of  an  act,  nor  the  ■uibority  of 
the  act,  that  itaoipe  (he  cWacter  of  sovereignty 
OB  bim  who  perfoenu  it.  Tbe  sheriff  of  a  couaty 
who  pals  a  maa  to  death,  uader  tbe  santence  of 
the  law,  neeatw  an  aci  of  a«  high  import  and 
ftotboritjr  as  hamaa  power  eaa  execute  j  and  yet 
the  sheriirofaeoiiQty  is  not  therefore  a  •overeifni. 
His  authority  is  a  mere  delegaMd  authority — bis 
•el  i*  a  oieta  minisTerial,  meehanic&l  act.  The 
idee  of  BOVcreigBty  imporii  the  exercise  of  dis- 
«(elioB— of  judgment—of  will-  It  is  of  the  very 
nseage  of  sovereign  power,  thsl  you  may  ezeeitte 
thM  power,  or  oot  exeoute  it— that  you  mar  exe- 
ea(ei(  when  you  will,aDd  how  yon  will.  A  lov- 
oiciga  power,  aa  to  aoy  object,  includes  a  right  lo 
«ay  means,  and  all  the  means  spplieabte  to  the 
Utainmeni  of  the  object.  Bat,  sir,  do  Caagress 
poseeea  sovereign  powers,  or,  what  is  the  same 
thing,  diKretionary  means,  aa  to  the  attainment 
oftheobjectsorihisOoveroment?  No,sir.  The 
ConsiitutioQ  is  sola  general  autbori  I  y  to  Congress 
(o  aiuin  tbe  objects  for  which  the  Ooveroment 
was  established ;  but  it  is  an  eaunieratinn  of  the 
parliculsr  powen,  or  means,  by  which,  and  by 
which  only,ceriaiB  objeeu  are  to  be  accomplished. 
If  the  powsrrs  of  Congress  were  sovereign,  they 
wonld  of  necessity  comprehend  all  tbe  means  ap- 
|i)icabie  to  the  atiainmcot  of  iheir  objects  ;  but 
inasotueh  as  they  are  speetSa  and  eircumteribed, 
that  very  circumstance  proves  that  they  ire  not 
sovereign.  The  people  of  the  United  States  ate 
the  true  sovereigns  of  this  country.  From  them 
«U  power  eraaoates,  and  oi  their  wiU  all  the  aa- 


Tbe 


epowen 
lefegatid 


charity  of  thisQovsrBmoaidvpeads. 
of  the  Federal  Ooveraaei 
chartered  aatfaoriiies ;  aad 
weareiied  down  to  the  letter  of  the  Coastitaiiot. 
We  have,  to  be  sure,  a  certain  latitude  of  diaetv- 
tlon  allowed  us,  within  tbe  tetter  and  pale  of  tba 
Coasiitutioa ;  and  so  far  we  may  be  said  to  m»> 
sees  a  sort  of  limited  qvalified  soverei^ty.  But 
the  CoDititutioo  is  the  etsndard  by  wbtebto  mea- 
swe  the  qnaoiom  inil  extent  of  our  eovereinty. 
And  our  sovereignly,  which  is  the  reeoltM  IK 
powere  given  in  the  Coastilotion,  ie  sot  the 
standard  by  which  lo  measure  tbe  ComiitaiioB. 
Tbe  ConttiUitioD  ic  the  trne  bed  of  Proerusiw  ' 
aid  oar  sovereignty,  however  vnviUiDgly  we  may 
yield  it,  must  m  tbe  victim. 

Another  argument,  which  ia  rather  aa  argu- 
ment (0  the  favor  Ihau  to  the  right  of  this  bank, 
is,ihit  it  iBhBinDoceotiBeiitniioa;(bat,aIihan^ 
ttaeieclion  in  vol  vestheexeroise  of  legidatjve  pow- 
ers within  the  Stales,  it  doea  not  abridge  or  aBeet 
the  rights  of  the  citiseas,as  eecnred  to  tbeiD  b]r  the 
laws  of  those  States.'  A  eorporatiop,it  isaaid,  is 
■  GciioD  of  the  law,  a  mere  politieai  tmDefom*- 
tion  of  a  nnnber  of  iodividoala  &o«i  ibeit  naio- 
ral  into  an  artificial  ebataeter,  An  the  puvpooe  of 
enabliag  tbem  lo  do  businees  tn  better  advaatage, 
and  on  a  more  extended  ecale ;  trat,  that  wIms 
this  political  assoeiuion,  this  legal  entity,  is  ooee 
foraud,  it  becomes  sobjeei  lo  the  laws  of  the 
State  in  which  it  happens  to  be  placed. 

J  know,  air,  that  there.is  noihiag  formidable  in 
the  abstract  idea  of  a  eorporaiioa.  It  ia  a  mere 
phantom  of  Ibe  imagination,  inviaible,  intangible, 
and,  of  oovrse,  tnnaeent.  But,sir,  when  tbe  legal 
effect*  of  ibis  ineorporatioaaTatoiiiveat  tbe  indi> 
viduils  whom  it  associates  with  privil^geB  aid 
which  they  were  not  before  enli> 


they  wanid  be  kubject  as  ordinary  citixens,  it 
then  becomes  a  matter  of  important  and  serioiis 
coaeeqoence.  Wbai  are  some  of  the  legal  cSeab 
of  this  ineorporation  7 

One  of  i(s  most  obvious  and  diBtingvished  char- 
ac(eriMics  is,  that  it  exempts  the  private  property 
aad  persons  of  the  stockholders  from  all  liability 
for  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  the  company.  By 
the  laws  of  every  Sta(e  in  the  Uaioa,  every  mna 
is,  I  believe,  liable  for  tbe  payment  of  his  debts, 
to  the  full  amount  of  his  private  fartOOe;  and, 
in  case  that  fortune  prove  insnfBcieat,  his  person- 
al liberty  is  at  the  disposal  of  his  creditor;  at 
least  10  a  certain  extent.  Is  not,  then,  the  exemp- 
tion from  these  liabilities  an  important  imntB- 
nity  1  Ii  it  Dot  an  exclusive  privilege  aeeored  to 
the  itoekholders  of  this  baok  1  Assurodly  it  is. 
1  know  it  has  been  said  ibatannmber  of  individ- 
uab  may,  by  a  private  association,  secure  to  them- 
selves all  theadi^Dtageiof  an  icoorpontod  com- 
pany ;  that,  by  forming  a  common  fund  or  stock 
upo'n  wbieii  to  do  business,  and  issving  notes 
ohargeable  uppn  that  fuad,  they  may  exonerate 
their  persons  and  private  property  from  all  iia- 

Jmentof  the  debta  coatraeled  ia 
am  no  ivjtt,  air ;  btt  if  tbe 
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law  b«'wlMt  it  ii  taid  to  b«,  tad  wbit  I  bclieva 
it  lo  be,  mmuM  ratio,  then,  I  prononnevlhisdoe^ 
trine  not  lo  be  law ;  Tor  nothing  can  be  more 
prepoetcroua  in  principle  tban  to  m;,  that  a  roan 
aay,  br  hit  own  acl,aToid  the  force  of  an  obliga- 
lioD  waicb  the  law  has  loade  unirertal  and  nn- 
Qtialified.  If  a  nan  owes  a  debt,  aeknowledm 
be  ewes  It,  and  ha*  rceetTed  a  coniidention  for 
it,  the  Imw  has  prcBcribed  the  nature  and  esicdi 
of  bi*  liebilitv  to  pay  it ;  and  it  la  not  for  bim  to 
Mj  tbat  it  shII  only  be  paid  otit  of  a  certain 
fand,  or  patiicohr  part  or  his  property,  and  no 
other.  When  mea  contraei  a  debt  joinllf,  the 
Itgal  oblifation  to  pay  it  estrada  ai  well  to  the 
penooi  and  separate  property  of  the  individual 
partnera,  as  to  tbeir  joint  property. 

Anotber  fcaiarc  oflhis  iDcorporaiion  ii,  that  it 
auiborizes  (he atock holders  lo  (skeDsnrious  inter- 
eat  for  their  mo«ey.  By  the  prorisions  of  the 
law,  tbe  bank  may  issue  notes  and  make  discounts 
to  double  the  amonnt  of  their  capiiat  stock ;  aod, 
in  addition  to  that,  to  ibe  ainouni  of  any  moneys 
which  may  bappen  to  be  deposited  in  their  Taulis 
for  safe-keepiDf ;  and  this,  too,  iadenndent  of 
tbe  debts  created  hy  these  deposi tea.  The  bank, 
then,  matf,  and  in  fact,  in  many  inttaoces,  does 
draw  an  iniereat  oo  three  or  four  times  ii^  capi- 
tal. Krery  8<ate  in  tbe  Dnion  has  laws  rcEolat- 
iag  tbarateof  iqtereai,  and  in  most  of  tbe  States 
this  rata  is  fixed  at  six  per  cent,  a  year.  By  these 
laws  it  is  made  penal  for  a  roan  lo  reeeire  more 
than  ail  per  eeat  interest  for  the  ose  of  aoy  sani 
of  money  which,  by  a  loan,  he  puts  at  hazard, 
and  Ihe  use  of  which  be  deptires  himself  of. 
Now,  lir,  this  bank  is  permitieo,  contrary  lo  those 
laws,  to  draw  an  interest  oo  twenry  or  thirty  mil- 
lions of  itollBTs,  wfapQ,  ia  trath,  the  whole  extent 
of  its  reaponsibilily,  the  whole  sum  which  it  puis 
at  bazard,  and  the  nsc  of  which  it  foregoes,  is 
only  its  orif^inal  stock  of  (en  millions.  In  answer 
to  this,  ti  will  be  said  thai  an  iadividnal  may.  by 
isauiug  notes  toaa  amount  greater  tban  bis  prop- 
erty, legally  receive  an  intereii  on  a  capital  wbieh 
be  do«B  not  possess.  Bnt  it  must  be  recollected, 
in  ease  of  tha  iadiridaal,  that,  although  he  may 
not  at  tbe  particular  time  possess  a  property  ade- 
quate to  the  paymant  of  bis  debts,  yet  ibai  all  (be 
ptoperiT  wfiien  ha  may  subteqaenily  acqntre, 
will  ba  liable  for  tbe  paym«i  of  iboae  debts ;  and 
wiMt  is  mora,  sir,  his  personal  liberty  ia  always 
ptK  in  jeopardy.  In  this  ppinl  of  Tiew  the  lia- 
bility and  the  haaard  of  the  iodividml  may  Airly 
be  nid  to  ba  eocztensire  with  the  whoteamonnl 
of  the  eapiial  on  wbicb  he  draws  ae  intereai ; 
and  wbicn  is  often  ibe  case  with  the  bank. 

Thia  bank  inoorporatioa  possesses  other  qnali- 
tiea  at  war  with  the  laws  of  the  sereral  States ; 
one  of  wbieb  is,  tbat  it  avtborizeB  stoekholderv, 
who  may  be  foreigners,  to  bold  real  estate.  Bat, 
air,  I  will  not  detain  tne' Committee  any  lo&set 
on  (his  put  of  the  argument,  for  this  institation 
cannot  ba  aaid  to  be  innocent,  as  regards  (be  rightg 
of  tba  States,  when  its  effects  on  tbe  rights  of 
property  are  to  exonerate  the  stockholders  from 
tomeof  the  moat  important  responsibilities  which 
the  lam  of  (he  aeTetal  Btalea  haTe  provided  for 


ihe  payment  of  dtbta ;  and  when  it  aalborizea   - 
the  taking  of  BsorioDs  interest.    I  lay  it  down, 
then,  aa  a  posiiion  which  cannot  beeontroTcrt'ed, 
that  the  graniiDg  of  this  charter  is  not  only  an 
Dterference  with  the  manicipal  regulations  of 


■he  several  States  i 


relatioB  to  the  rights  of 

that  it  is  SB  infraction  of  tbe  rights 

.jdiTidoals  as  secnred  by  those  regulations. 

Bni  it  is  cooieadei],  that  a  right  to  incorporate 

a  Bank  of  tbe  United  State*  is  delated  to  Coo- 

gresa  by  the  Conslitmion  ;  and  fire  or  six  diffo- 

eM  provisions  of  (be  Constimtion  are  referred  to 

Sving  this  rixht.  It  is  said  that  it  is  iirfplied 
e  power  (o  lay  and  cotleei  taxes,  in  tbe  pow- 
er to  borrow  money,  in  the  power  to  ragiilata 
trade  and  intercourse  between  the  aevcnl  states, 
power  10  provide  for   '  '  —""--- 

the  power  lo  make  a 

regntaiioD*  respecling  the  territorial  aod  other 
property  of  ibe.United  Slates-  The  very  circooi- 
sianee  of  referring  thia  riffat  to  many  different 
beads  of  authority  is,  in  itself,  conclusive  evi- 
dence, thaf  it  has  DO  very  direct  relation  tpanyof 
ibem.  For  it  can  scarcely  be  i magi aed,  that  the 
sinirle  act  of  incorporating  a  bank  can  be  at  iba 
c  lime  enyibing  like  a  direct  esecution  of  so 

J  sod  aiKh  distinct  and  independent  powers, 
will  examicke  these  proTlsions  separately. 

Before  1  proceed,  however,  I  will  premise  (hat 
all  the  arguments  in  support  of  Ibe  right  to  in- 
corporatea  bank,  as  deducible  from  the  pro  vis  ioa  a 
of  tbe  OonstiiDtiDn  itself,  arc  built  np  by  the  aid 
of  the  clause  of  the  Constitution,  which  has  been 
sometimes  called  "  the  sweeping  clause."  1  al- 
lude to  the  ctauie  which  deolnres  that  Congress 
shall  have  ihe  right  lo  pass  all  laws  necessary 
and  proper  for  thecarrving  into  execution  the 
detegated  powers.  All  the  powers  in  Ibe  Consti- 
tution are  given  for  certain  ends  or  objeete.  But 
each  power  is  not  a  ffmvtU  authority  lo  attain  a 
partieular  object,  and  eompreheodiag,  of  eouree, 
alt  the  means  or  powers  applicable  lo  iu  aeeom- 
plishroeni;  but,  in  most  cases,  it  is  a  ipeeide 
meant  for  eftcting  some  iwriicular  end,  and  all 
other  means  or  powers,  (for  means  aad  powera 
are  tbe  same  thing.)  coBduciTe  to  the  same  end, 
are  expressly  excluded,  by  tba  restrictive  claiMea 
of  the  Coostiimioo. 

The  mode  of  reasoning  adopted  by  Oeneral- 
HamiltoB,  and  the  other  adweates  of  im^ied 
powwrib  it  Ibis :  They  first  seareh  for  the  iod  « 
oMect  for  which  a  partfealar  power  is  gtren ;  and 
this  o)^eet  will  be  an  immedtate  or  ultimata  one, 
as  may  best  suit  tbe  parpoae  of  the  argameni. 
Having  aseertaiued  the  end  or  object,  they  aban- 
don Ihe  power;  or,  rather,  ihey  eonfbuod  the 
power  and  iba  M>feet  of  it  li^eiher,  aad  make  the 
attainment  of  ihe  object,  and  the  execuiieo  of 
the  power  given  lo  accomplish  it,  coaveMiUa 
terms.  Whatever,  they  say,  attains, ihe  object 
for  whieb  any  power  it  given,  is  an  execulioo  of 
that  power.  Bat  tbe  Constitution  gives  to  Onn- 
grees  a  right  to  make  all  laws  necessary  and  prop- 
er for  carrying  into  execution  the  delegated  pow- 
ers; aad,  therefore,  as  tbe  execution  of  a  power 
and  thealttinmaiii  of  iu  object,  are  aynoBynooa 
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Utm*;  lb* CoaiUiniioB  give*  to GoogNM  a  rigbl 
to  Dikke  bU  lava  Deceuary  and  proper  for  atiajo- 
in%  [be  eadi  or  objecii  lor  whicb  ihe  Tarioui 
powers  ia  the  CoDBiiiuiiDQ  ire  giveo. 

I  beg  leBTe  to  reed  a  pasuge  from  this  pam- 
phlet: "TUe  r«latioa  betweea  the  measure  and 
'ibeeodi  b«iw«CD  the  Dature  of  the  n 
'  plof  ed  lowarda  the  eiecut!aa  of  a  power,  and 
'  iha  object ;  muai  be  ibe  crilerioo  of  eooiiiiuiioa- 
'alxtj."  Here  then  ii  ihe  axiom — now  for  the 
appIieatioD  of  iL  Tlie  Coaiiituiioa  give*  to 
Coagtta*  the  power  to  levy  Uxei,  and  also  ibi 
power  lo  boiTov  money.  But  ibe  e»labliifameD. 
of  a  bank  it  neither  levyiog  taie*  oor  borrowing 
roooey ;  eor  is  the  law  tocorporatiog  the  baeii,  a 
law  to  Levy  laze*,  or  a  law  to  borrow  mooey. 
Bat  ibe  immediate  end  or  object,  for  which  liiese 
two  powers  were  given,  waa,  to  enable  tbe  Qo*- 
eromeat  to  raise  a  revenae ;  and  a  bank  may  pro- 
mote (fail  object.  Thea,  sir,  by  a  dexteroua  ap- 
plicailon  of  the  argomeat  which  I  bare  staled, 
the  faUacy  of  which  coDiisti  io  the  sudden  aod 
naobserred  traDiitioa*  wiiich  are  made  from  ibe 
power  to  ihe  object,  and  from  ibe  object  back 
Bgaio  to  the  power,  ihey  prove  tbai  the  establish- 
meat'of  a  bank  is  io  execulioo  of  the  powers  to 
lay  taxes  and  to  borrow  mooey.  I  will  now,  sir, 
proceed  to  examine  the  partieular  pron*ton»of 
the  CoDstiiution  wbicb  have  been  relied  on,  and 
to  place  the  subject  in  soiqe  different  a*pe«u. 

In  ibe  first  place,  then,  it  is  contended  tbai  ibe 
righi  to  incorporate  a  Bank  of  the  United  Siatea 
ia  included  in  tbe  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes. 
And  what  ia  the  ergumeot  by  which  ihi*  position 
i*  mainiaiqed  1  Why,  sir,  it  t<  said  (hat  ihe  law, 
by  creating  bank  paper,  and  making  that  paper 
leeeirable  ia  payment  for  (axe*,  increase*  the 
eircalatiog  medium  in  which  texee  are  paid,  and 
of  course  must  facilitate  ibe  paymeot  of  (kem. 
That  whatever  faciliiaiee  ihe  payment  of  taxet, 
facilitates  also  tbe  collection  of  them;  and  what- 
ever aids  or  fectlilate*  the  collection  of  laxea,  is  a 
meaas  fur  ibeir  coUeciioa.  And  therefore,  ike 
incorporation  of  a  bank  ia  io  exeenlioD  of  the 
power  to  lay  and  collect  laxe*. 

No  man,  sir,  ought  to  eomplata  of  tbe  wbak- 
DM*  of  a  Qoveromeal,  whose  power*  may  be 
rtaumtdup  by  logic  like  this.  Amidst  the  io- 
fiailc  variety  of  retaiiaoB,  and  connexions,  and 
dependencies  aod  analogies  by  which  all  human 
IranfsetiQas  are  allied  to  each  olher,  he  mual  be 
a  weak  politician  w bo  cannot,  by  hooking  to- 
gether a  chain  of  implication  like  this,  justify 
any  and  every  measure  of  political  policy  or 
economy,  as  a  means  of  exeeoiiog  some  of  the 
powers  wiih  whicb  thisOovernment  is  iouusted. 
Take  ibis  latitude  of  implication  or  conatrrictioB, 
ttad  you  want  no  other  power  but  the  power  to 
lay  and  collect  taxes,  tt  may  be  tortured  into  a 
jnstiBcation  of  every  meniore  which  ambition 
Itself  could  desire.  No  tyrant  eVer  made  a  law 
without  assigning  the  public  good  as  ibe  motive 
of  it.  No  man  on  ibis'  floor,  however  wicked  his 
desian*,  would  Tenuire  to  propose  a  measure 
(indeed  few  could  be  proposed)  in  favor  of  which 
ba  soidil  aot  addno*  some  pltiuibleargDmeni,  to 


■how  that  it  w:ould  tend  (o  promote  the  gvoenl 
prosperity  of  the  country.  Aod  in  shawing  ihii 
he  would  show  its  coasiitutiooatity ;  for  it  is  de- 
monstrable that  whatever  would  promote  ibe 
general  prosperity  of  the  country,  would,  aod  for 
Ibat  very  reason,  facilitate.  In  some  greater  or 
less  degree,  the  paymeot  of  taxes;  and  might 
therefore  be  justified  a*  a  means  for  the  collec- 
tion of  taxes. 

But,  sir,  the  Con*t(tntion,'aB  I  baTe  said  be- 
fore, and  I  must  repeat  it  again,  for  this  is  ibc 
ridieal  source  of  all  the  error  on  ihit  subjeei— 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  Stales  ia  not,  as 
such  reasoning  supposes  it  lo  be,'  a  mer«  geaer&I 
designation  ot  the  ends  or  objecia  for  wbieh  the 
Federal  Gorernment  was  eiteblisbed,  and  leav- 
ing lo  Congress  a  discreiioo  as  to  tbe  means  or 
powers  by  which  those  ends  shall  be  bfooght 
about.  But  the  Conttitution  is  a  apeeifinaiioa 
of  the  powers  or  means  themselves  by  which  cef- 
tain  objects  are  to  be  accomplished.  The  pow- 
ers of  the  Constitution,  carried  into  exeeulion  ac- 
cording to  the  strict  term*  and  import  of  (bem, 
are  tbe  appropriate  means,  and  ihe  only  mean* 
wiihiu  the  reach  of  this  Government,  for  ibe  at- 
laiomenl  of  it*  ends.  It  i*  true,  a  tbe  Coostiui- 
lion  declares,  and  it  would  be  equally  true  if  the 
Constitution  did  not  declare  it,  that  Congress 
bare  a  right  to  pass  all  laws  necessary  and  proper 
for  executing  thedelegaled  powers;  but  ihisgiTe* 
00  latiiude  of  discretion  in  ihe  selection  of  meana 
or  power*.  A  power  given  to  Congress  in  iu 
Legislative  capaciiy,  without  ihe  right  u>  pas* 
laws  lo  execute  it,  would  be  nugatory ;  would  b» 
no  power  at  all.  It  would  be  a  solecism  in  lan- 
guage 10  call  it  a  power.  A  ^mwer  to  lay  and 
collect  taxes,  carries  with  it  a  right  to  make  laws 
for  that  purpose;  Vul  they  must  be  laws  lo  lay 
and  collect  taxes,  and  not  law*  to  ineorponte 
banks.  If  you  undertake  to  justify  a  law  Boder 
a  LwriicDlar  power,  you  must  show  the  ineiden- 
lality  and  applicability  of  the  law  to  tbe  power 
itself,  and  not  merely  its  relation  lo  any  supposed 
end  which  is  to  be  acoompiisbed  by  iu  exercise. 
Yon  mnsl  show  ibat  the  plain,  direct,  osicasible, 
primary  object  and  tendeney  of  yaur  laAr  i*  to 
execQle  the  power,  and  not  that  it  will  tend  to 
facilitate  the  execution  of  it.  It  is  n«i  leaaabaurd 
than  it  is  daogerout,  fint  to  assume  some  great, 
distinct  and  independent  power,  tinknowD  lo  tbe 
ConslitutionjBodvioletingtheri^buof  tbe  Stales; 
and,  then,  to  attempt  lo  justify  it,  by  a  refeeence 
I  some  remote,  indirect,  collateral  lendency, 
hich  tbe  exercise  of  it  may  have  towards  facil- 
.  ating  tbe  execution  of  tome  known  and  ae- 
knowTedged  power.  This  word  facUitaU  has 
beaome  a  very  fashionable  word  in  tbe  ooasuoe- 
lion  of  powers;  but,  sir,  ii  ia  a  dangerous  one; 
it  means  more  than  we  are  aware  of.  To  do  a 
thing  and  to  Guililate  ibe  doing  of  it,  are  diatinet 
operations;  ibey  are  distinct  means;  ihey  are 
dntiaet  powers.  The  Coastiiaiion  haa  expresjy 
given  to  Congress  the  power  to  do  certain  thing*; 
and  it  hat,  as  explicitly,  withheld  from  them  me 

Kwer  to  do  every  olher  ihing.    Tbe^wer  to 
/  and  coUeet  (axe*  ii  oae  ihing;  aad  tie  power 
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to  establish  baoka,  iovolvjiig  )n  iti 
TegulaiioQ  of  tbe  internal  don 


i  the 


the  Stales,  u  anoih'H  end  lorally  disiiact  ibiag ; 
and  tbe  one  is  iberefore  not  iDcluded  in  the  other. 

A^io,  sir,  it  is  contended  that  ibe  right  to  ia- 
corporaie  a  oank  is  implied  in  the  power  to  regu- 
late trade  and  iuiercourse  between  tbe  several 
Stales.  It  is  said  to  be  so,  inaFmucli  as  ii  creates 
a  paper  currencjr,  whicli  furnishes  a  convenient 
and  commoQ  circulating  medium  of  trade  be- 
Iffeen  the  several  States.  Money,  sir,  has  ooth- 
iog  more  to  do  with  irade^  than  that  it  furnishes 
a  medium  or  represeniattie  of  the  value  of  the 
articles  employed  in  trade.  Tbe  onl^  office  of 
bank  bills  is  to  represent  money.  Now,  if  it  be 
a  legulatioD  of  trade,  to  create  the  Tepreieotative 
articles  or  subjects  of  trade,  aforliori  will  it  be 
a  regulation  of  trade  to  create  th.e  articles  or  sub- 
jectt  themselves.  By  this  readouiog  iben  you 
may  juslif)|  tbe  right  of  Congress  to  establish 
inanufacitiriDgand  agricultural  companies  within 
the  several  States;  because  thedirect  object  and 
effect  of  these  would  be,  to  inerease  maauiactures 
and  agricultural  products,  which  are  the  koowo 
and  common  subjects  of  trade.  You  might,  with 
more  propriety  say,  that  under  tbe  povei  to  r«K- 
nlate  trade  between  tbe  States,  we  hare  a  right 
to  incorporate  canal  companies;  because  canals 
would  tend  directly  to  open  facilitate  and  eu- 
courage  trade  and  intercourse  between  theseveral 
States;  and,  in  my  bumble  opiaion,  sir,  caaals 
would  furnish  a  much  more  laluiary,  direct  and 
efficacious  means,  for  ensbliog  the  great  body  of 
the  peopla  to  pajr  iheir  taxet^  than  is  furnished 
by  banks.  But,  sir,  these  various  powers  have 
sever  been  claimed  by  the  Federal  aovernment; 
and,  much  as  I  am  known  to  favor  ihaLpariieulat 
species  of  internal  improvement,  I  would  never 
rote  to  incorporate  a  cjoipany  fur  the  purpose  of 
opeaing  a  canal  through  any  State,  without  Grst 
obtaining  the  consent  uf  that  Siaie,  whost  terri- 
torial rights  would  be  aff^ted  by  it.  There  eaa 
be  DO  question,  but  canal  companies,  and  agci- 
euliural  comiwnieH,  and  manufacturing  com- 
panies, and  Danking  companies,  may  all  tend, 
more  or  less,  to  facilitate  the  operations  of  trade; 
but  ihey  have  noihtDg  to  do  with  tbe  politioal 
regulations  of  trade ;  and  such  only  come  withio 
tbe  sco^e  of  the  powers  of  Congress. 

But,  It  is  again  said,  that  the  right  to  grant  this 
cbsrler  is  included  in  ihe  power  to  borrow  m»- 
ney.  The  rigbx  is  attempted  to  be  deduced  by  a 
train  of  reasoning  similar  to  that  employed  in 
relation  to  )he  provisions  which  I  have  already 
noticed — by  forming  a  string  of  implications,  by 
wbieh  you  prove  that  a  power  to  act  in  cettaiA 
cases, and  in  relation  to  certain  subjects,  implies 
the  power  tocreate  those  cases  and  subjects  to  act 
upon.  Tbe  Government,  it  is  said,  may  want 
and  mast  have  money,,  in  any  great  national 
crisis.  A  National  Bank  with  an  extensive  cap- 
ital will  furuisb  ample  means  for  loans,  will 
lacilitate  tbe  eiercisa  of  the  power  to  borrow; 
and,  therefore,  tbe  right  to  establish  such  a  bank 
is  implied  in  tbe  power  to  borrow.  No  one,  but 
>  logician,  air,  would  imagine  that  a  power  to 


a  power  to  borrow,  and  a  power  to  create  the 
ability  to  lend,  mean  the  same  thing.  A  plain 
UDBophisiicated  man,  on  reading  the  Constiiu- 
lion,  would  say,  that  the  power  to  borrow,  neces- 
sarily, and  by  force  of  tbe  term,  pre-supposed 
tbe  existence  of  the  ability  and  disposition  to 
lend ;  and  that  it  could  not  be  exercised  unless 
such  ability  and  disposition  should  actually  exist. 
But  tbe  favorite  doctrine  is,  that  all  powers  are 
given  for  particular  ends,  and  include  all  the 
means  applicable  to  their  attainment.  Here  tbe 
end  is  to  borrow  money ;  to  borrow  honesily  if 
we  can,  but — to  borrow.  Tbe  ability  to  lend  is  a 
necessary  means  or  ingiedieai  toward  perfecting 
the  execution  of  the  power  to  borrow.  But,  sir, 
let  me  ask,  whether  the  disposition  to  lend  be 
not  as  necessary  a  means  towards  accomplishing 
a  loan  as  the  abiliiy  ?  It  unquesiionably  is,  Ana, 
of  course,  by  the  doctrine  that  tbe  end  justifies 
the  means,  you  may  coerce  tbe  will  to  lend — and 
this  too  equally,  in  cases  where  the  ability  i* 
created  by  Congress,  and  where  it  is  derived 
from  aby  other  quarter.  A  loan  obtained  by 
brinaing  into  fair  operation  all  Ihe  implications 
of  Ibis  power  would  be  borrowiag  in  an  off- 
handed'siyle.  Such  a  loan,  if  effected  by  Bona- 
parte, we  should  call  robbery.  But  in  this  mild 
Republic,  it  would  be  nothing  more  than  the 
fair  exercise  of  an  implied  Constitutional  power. 
I  have  pursued  tbis  argument  thus  far,  merely 
Tor  the  purpose  of  showing  the  absurdities  into 
which  this  doctrine  or  implication  will  lead  us. 
But  suppose,  sir,  that  tbe  argument  of  the  gentle- 
man OB  the  other  side  of  the  question  be  correct, 
to  wit :  that  the  power  to  borrow  implies  a  right 
lo  furnUb  the  ability  to  lend.  What,  I  would 
ask,  is  the  probable  fact,  as  to  the  facilities  which 
ibis  bank  will  afford  the  Gavernmeot  in  bor- 
rowing J 

'  It  wjll  be  conceded  t)iat  we  shall  have  no  oc- 
casion for  borrowing,  except  in  case  of  war;  and 
if  we  have  a  war,  the  probability  is,  that  that  wat 
will  be  with  Great  Briuio— I  say  this,  not  as  a 
parly  man,  sir,. but  because  Ibe  interests  of  that 
nation,  from  her  illualion,  and  her  rival  pursuits, 
will  be  much  more  likely  to  come  in  collision 
with  ours,  than  those  of  any  other  Power.  Now 
it  is  a  fact,  in  evidence  before  the  Committee, 
that  more  tnan  one-half  of  tbe  stock  of  this  bank 
belongs  to  British  suhjects:  and  altbough,as  for- 
eigners, they  can  have  no  direct  agency  io  the 
analrsof  the  bank,  yet  we  well  know  that  through 
the  instrumentality  of  their  friends  and  agents, 
of  whom  there  are,  unfortunately,  too  many  in 
thi«  country,  they  may  completely  coniiol  its 
aperailons.  Now.  I  would  ask,  whether  it  is  pro- 
bable, that  the  British  subjects  would  be  willing 
to  lend  us  money  lo  carry  on  war  against  theii 
sovereignT  Would  ihey  not,  on  the  contrary, 
exert  the  influence  which  they  are  said  to  possess 
over  the  moneyed  interest  of  this  country,  for 
tbe  purpose  of  depressing  the  credit  of  ibe  coun- 
try ;  for  the  purpose  of  crippling  the  operatigns 
of  the  Sttie  banltsi  and  for  the  purpose  of  drying 
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np  (he  soDrcM  from  wbich  the  OoTernmeot 
nigtit  mhenrite  ealeulkte  >a  deriTc  tup^liol 
Bat,  lit,  thii  bfts  liule  fo  do  wiih  ihe  qaeiiioa  of 
consittntionaHiy,  to  wbich  l~will  again  relum. 

Aaolber  sronncl  upon  which  tbe.eonilitutioQ- 
aliif  of  tbia  JDitiiqiioa  has  been  attempted  to  be 
■npported.is,  that  it  it  neceanrf  to  ihe  regular 
and  successful  edtDtnUtraiioo  of  the  floBQces. 
There  iino  qucitioD,  bet  the  baotc  and  its  brmnehet 
afford  eoDTenieu I  places  for  ibe  drposite  aod  safe 
keeping  of  the  pgblie  reTeoue.  It  is  oot  to  be 
conttoTarted  that  iher  alio  rurDish  a  aafe,  coii*»- 
uicDt,  ezpcdiiiont  aad  olieap  meaQs  for  the  Inas- 
minion  of  mDueJrs  from  one  part  of  the  United 
States  to  another,  as  they  may  be  wanted  by  the 
GtoTeTnment;  and,  if  these  faciUtiea  weie  not  to  be 
ailaioed  ia  any  other  way,  I  should  tay  it  woald 
afford  ao  Brgumeot  in  ^vor  of  a  bank.  Not  a 
bank  infriogiDg  and  TJolaliog  ihe  righta  of  Ihe 
States;  but,  a  bank  upon  principles  eousiateni 
with  tbose  u^VVi. 

Bui^  sir.  is  there  uot,  in  erery  Slate  in  which 
there  n  a  branch  of  the  United  Stales'  Bank,  also 
one  or  more  State  banks,  of  equal  respectability, 
and  of  equal  teeuriiT— at  least  to  the  exteai  of 
any  sum  fornhich  they  are  willing  to  undertake  1 
These  Stale  banks  may  be  used  as  deposiiarjes 
for  Ihe  public  moneys  and  ihey  will  be  equally 
safe  and  conveaient.  And,  if  you  will  give  to 
these  State  banks  the  advantages  of  these  depos- 
ites,  as  you  have  hiiherio  girra  them  to  the  Uni- 
ted Slates* Bank,  they  will  furnish  means  for  the 
transmission  of   moneys  from   place  to  place, 

?ually  safe,  conrenlent,  cheap,  and  ezpeditioas. 
his  object  will  be  attained  by  coont-zions  which 
will  be  formed  between  the  banks  of  the  di^rent 
Stales.  Such  connexions  ha*e  already  in  many 
insLsncGE  been  formed.  But  ibey  bare  noi  been 
carried  in  the  eiieot  they  oitierwise  would  bare 
been,  on  accoani  cfthe  United  Siatea'  Bank  and 
its  branches ;  between  which  there  ii  bo  intimate 
and  so  neecsaary  a  canoeiton. 

But,  in  answer  to  this,  it  it  said  that  if  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Biaiei  would  be  Constitu- 
tional wiihoui  the  existence  of  the  Stale  banks, 
it  is  equally  so  with.  That  a  power  which  is 
once  Constilutionat  is  equally  so  at  all  times, 
and  under  all  circumstances.  That  a  right  vbicb 
must  depend  for  its  existence  on  the  will  of  the 
State  Legislatures,  over  whom  we  hare  no  con* 
trot,  is  incomplete,  and  indeed,  as  to  us,  is  no 
right  at  all.  This  argument  is  founded  on  the 
•opposition  that  the  Federal  Qovemment  is  a 
complete  GoTernmenl.coniaioing  in  itself  all  Ihe 
principles  and  powers  necesmry  Tor  it*  own  oper- 
aiioDs,  which  supposition  is  wholly  false.  '  The 
Federal  OoTernment  does  not  profess  to  be  com- 
plete in  itaelf.  It  is  expressly  predicated  on  tbe 
existence  of  the  Slate  governments  j  and  most 
of  ibe  facititiea  for  its  exercise  ere  derived  from 
tbe  Slate  gorernmeots.  It  cannot  perform  even 
its  own  peculiar  powers  and  functions,  wiihsut 
,lhe  aid  and  co-operation  of  ihe'Siate  authorities. 
How,  let  me  ask  you,  sir,  is  your  Qovernment 
constituted  T  Your  Sienaie  is  appointed  direeily 
by  the  Bute.  Le^slMutes.    Your  President  tud 


same  amhoriiy.  Suppose  tbey  should  oeglector 
refuse  to  make  these  anpoinlmenis,  can  you  com- 
pel them  to  do  it.  No,  sir.  Can  yon  punish 
them  for  not  doing  it  7  Not  in  the  least.  Tbey 
may  appoint  or  nnt,  as  they  think  proper;  aod  if 
they  should  neglect  or  refuse  to  do  it,  your  bouied 
complete  GoTeromeat  would  die  a  natntal  death, 
by  its  own  imbecility.  It  is  not  bir,  then,  to  say 
that  a  power  isCoasu rational  because  theUoTera- 
meat  would  be  iaeom;dete  without  it.  It  is  not  fair, 
to  say,  that  what  would  be  Coosiiintiooal,  wiih- 
091  the  existence  of  tbe  State  gorernmeots  and 
their  appendagea,  is  equally  lo  with.  This  would 
prove  that  yon  bare  a  right  to  appoint  ysoi  own 
President,  Seualc,  and  House  of  Representativet. 
It  would  go  to  usarp  all  ibe  powen  of  the  Slate 
governments;  for  ihe  Qovernment  could  not  be 
said  to  be  complete  witfaoni  possessing  the  pow- 
ers of  bcihOoverumeoiscomoined.  Iadeed,tfait 
Federal  Government  cannot  be  said  to  be  com- 
plete a*  to  a  tingle  power,  without  all  the  auxil- 
lary  powers  of  the  State  f^overuments  ;  for  there 
It  not  a  single  act  which  it  can  perfbrm  without 
their  asats  la  nee,  directly  or  indirectly.  The  very 
bank  law  now  under  consideration  is  an  illusira- 
tios  of  ihis — for  how  are  the  prDvitioni  of  thi* 
law  to  be  enforced  ;  how  are  tbe  debts  which  it 
autbortzes  to  be  contracted  to  be  collected,  but 
through  the  medium  of  the  State  courts?  The 
doeirine  of  perfect  rights,  then,  if  ii  prove  any- 
thisg,  proves  too  much.  If  it  proves  that,  m 
order  to  manage  your  revenues,  yoti  may  estab- 
lish banks  within  Ihe  States ;  it  equally  proves, 
thai,  in  orijer  to  earry  the  pmvisioas  of  your  bank 
laws  iQio  execution,  you  may  establish  r.ourts 
and  officM  within  the  Stales  for  that  purpose. 
I  think  then,  sir,  I  may  fairly  eoncInJe,  that  so 
Ions' a*  ^  State  governments  farnish  you  with 
all  the  faciliiies,  which  you  can  reasonably  re- 
quire, for  coadiicitng  your  revenues  by  roeana 
of  their  Slate  banks ;  so  long  it  will  be  unneces- 
sary—so  [ooy  it  will  be  improper— and.  thete- 
foreg  so  ioo'g  it  will  be  uacooatitational  to'  invada 
the  KirndicliOB  of  the  Statek,  lo  establish  national 
banks. 

Again.  The  coattitntionality  of  tbe  bank  bat 
been  uietapted  to  be  maintained  by  a  reference 
lo  the  phraae  in  the  Constitution,  in  relation  to 
the  power  of  Congress  to  provide  for  tin  general 
wethre.  I  will  read  the  claose  in  which  the 
phrase  is  contained :  "The  Congicaa  sbaJi  have 
'  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  dntie^  impost*, 
'  and  excises,  to  pay  the  drtn*  and  praviife  for  the 
'  common  defence  aod  general  Welfare  of  th« 
'  United  States."  This  eiaase  has  been  aroneouf 
ly  conitraed  by  tome  to  contain  a  sBccesaive  del- 
egation of  three  or  four  distinct  powers,  to  wit: 
a  pawn  to  lay  taxes-*a  power  to  pay  the  debi»— 
a  power  to  provide  for  the  common  defence  and 

Eeneral  welfare.  If,  then  it  it  said,  Congresa 
Hve  power  to  provide  for  the  ^neral  weUare^ 
they  may  choose  the  meant,  which  are  here  not 
made  tpecifie,  but  left  disc Aiionary,  for  the  at- 
tainment of  that  object;  and,  as  in  their  opinioa 
a  Nationai  Bank  will  eon^uee  to  th«t  D^jecL  they 
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hare  ■  right  lo  mtablisb  k  NiUoaml  -Bank.  BbI, 
sir,  this  is  a  loial  misconceplioD  of  ibe  iiie*DiDg 
of  this  clanse  of  ibe  Cod  nit  a  lion,  loslettd  of 
ibree  or  faar  distinct  grants  of  power,  this  clause 
eoDtains  bat  one  graoC  of  power,  namelf,  ihe 
power  to  raiM  nroney  by  laxM,  dee. — and  all  ihe 
snbseqaeDt  parts  of  ibe  clanie  are  a  mere  limita- 
tion of  tbis  power  10  raite  money ;  or  a  >pecifi- 
cation  of  the  purposes  for  irbieb  money  msy  be 
co}lec(ed.  Tbtt  tbia  i*  not  a  general  aOlhorily 
to  Congress  lo  proride  for  the  eonimon  defence 
and  general  welfkre,  i«  instanilv  discovered  by  a 
compariaoB  of  tbis  clause  wild  tbe  sQbseqaent 
part  of  ibis  section  ;  wbicb  consists  of  a  list  or 
eDumeratioD  of  tbe  apecifie  means  or  powers,  by 
whicb  Congress  may  provide  for  the  common 
defence  aaif  general  welfare.  And  it  wonld  be 
unnecessary  and  abturd  in  itself,  as  well  as  re- 
pngnani  to  the  whole  spirit  and  character  of  tbis 
Constitution,  to  give,  Grel,  »  general  power,  and 
then  to  dd^aie  specific  powers,  all  comprehended 
in  the  general  one.  Alihougo  I  do  not  think 
there  is  any  ambiguity  in  ibis  clause,  as  it  now 
stands,  yet,  iu  meaning  mizhi,  perhaps,  be  ren- 
dered  more  peripieuous  and  definite  by  altering 
the  phraseology  boss  to  read  in  this  way:  "Con- 

Sreas  abail  have  power  to  lay  and  collect  tsxei, 
uties,  imposts,  and  excise,  for  tbe  purpose  of 
paying  the  debts  and  providing  for  tbe  common 
defence  and  general  Wflfare  of  tbe  United  States } 
but  (going  on  again,  sir,  with  a  further  qnalifica- 
ttonuf  the  Hme  power  to  raise  money)  all  duties, 
impoMs,  and  excise,  shatl  be  noilorm  thronghoat 
the  United  States."  This,  then,  is  merely  a 
right  to  raise  revenue;  and,  so  far  as  regards  tbe 
oj^eeta  for  which  revenne  may  be  raised,  the  pow- 
ers of  Congress  are  discretionary ;  provided  those 
object*  come  within  the  description  of  providing 
for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare: 
But  so  far  as  regards  tbe  meatu  by  wbicli  these 
'  revenues,  when  collected,  shall  be^pplied  to  their 
destined  objects  we  must  took  to  tbe  powers  of 
Congress  as  deGned  and  limited  in  the  sobseqaent 
parts  of  this  section.  In  other  words,  ibis  clause 
gives  plenarv  powers  to  raise  money;  bat  it  gives 
nopowers — I  snould  say, political  powers — in  rela> 
tioo  to  -iis  application  and  expenditure.  Tbe 
powers  of  Congress  ever  Ihe  mooey,  when  col- 
lected, in  reference  to  its  expenditure,  would  be 
Ihe  same  whteh  an  individual  posaeue*  over  his 
private  property— powers  resulting  fron  the  na- 
Inre  of  property,  and  as  regalated  ny  the  laws  of 
the  State  in  which  it  might  happen  lobe  siloaicd. 
I  wilt  illnstrate  myidea  by  a  case.  Sappotf  tbe 
Constitniion  had  iiven  to  Congrevs  the  power  to 
raise  a  million  of  oollari,  to  provide  for  aNalional 
University.  Would  it  then  tbtlow  that  we  might 
go  into  tbe  State  of  North  Carolina  and  lake 
your  properly — properly  secured  lo  yon  by  the 
laws  of  that  Blate — to  make  ibis  establishment 
vponT  Conid  we  take  the  public  propcrlv  of 
that  State  for  this  purpose?  To  both  of  these 
questions,  every  man  who  understands  anything 
of  the  Constitution  will  promplly  answer,  no. 
This  power  then  to  raise  money,  for  the  purpose 
of  establishing  a  National  UnivuBity,  is  only  a 
llthCoM.  3d  Ssss,— SI 


power  toraise  money:  and,  for  the  means  of  apply- 
ing it,  we  must  search  for  our  power  in  another 
part  of  Ihe  Consiiiution.  On  doing  this  we  shootd 
find  that  we  most  erect  the  university  either  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  or  in  one  of  the  Terri- 
tories over  which  we  have  exclusive  jurisdiction  ; 
or,  in  case  we  should  choose  lo  erect  it  within 
the  limits  of  a  particnlar  State,  we  must  first  not 
only  purchase  the  land,  but  obtain  a  oession  of 
the  jurisdiction  from  tbe  State  government.  The 
phrase  of  providing/or  the  general  welfare,  then, 
■-  -  mere  quaiificatinn  of  tbe  power  to  levy  taxes, 
'n  relation  lo  banks, 
believe  but  one  more, 
provtsioa  in  tbe  Constitution,  which  is  relied  on 
as  authorixing  tbe  establishment  of  this  bank. 
It  is  this :  "  Congress  shall  have  a  right  to  dispoia 
I  of  and  make  all  oeedfnt  rules  and  regulations 
respcering  the  territory  or  oiber  property  of  the 
'  United  Stales."  It  is  said  thst,  in  virtue  of  thia 
prevision.  Congress  have  established  the  Territo- 
rial gaveromenis,  which  are  Gorporations  of  the 
highest  and  most  extensive  nature,  exercising  piy. 
litieal  powers  over  the  person  as  well  as  the  pro- 
perty ofciiixens  of  the  United  Slates;  and  that 
no  complaint  bas  been  made,  that  Congress  htu 
exeeedtKl  its  authority,  in  ibis  parlicnlar.  Why 
may  we  not,  then,  it  is  asked,  establish  corpora- 
lions  to  regulate  and  manage  tbe  personal  pro- 
perty of  the  United  States,  which  is  conpled  in 
the  Constitution  with  the  territorial  property? 
Tbefallacy  of  this  argument  consists  in  not  mark- 
ing tbe  distinction,  which  exists  in  ihese  two 
species  of  property,  and  the  consequent  powers 
of  the  Oovvnment  over  Ihem.  The  property 
which  Ihe  United  Slates  possess  in  ihe  territo- 
rial lands  is  not  a  mere  right  of  soil,  a  mere 
twttfrucf— but  it  also  ioeindes  tbe  ri^bt  of  juris- 
diction  and  sovereignty.  It  is  in  virtue  of  this 
rigbi  of  jurisdiclJon,  of  those  sovereign  plenarv 
and  exclusive  powers  over  the  Territories,  whics 
1  noticed  in  a  former  part  of  my  obeervaiions, 
thai  these  corporations  or  Territorial  gevernmenla 
have  been  established.  On  the  other  hand,  onr 
revenues  are  Dot  only  peraoaal  properly^  but  a 
qnalifled  property — they  are  collecied  for  ee^ 
tain  objects,  and  are  subject  tn  fronnAi  to  the 
local  jurisdiotions.  This  argument,  then,  which 
is  founded  on  an  analogy  that  does  not  exist,  matt 
fall  with  tbe  analogy  that  supports  il. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  my  honnmUe  friend  (Mr. 
Fi«c)  has  advaneed  a  new  argnment  in  anppoit 
ef  tbe  eon  (I  itB  lion  e  lily  of  this  bank— an  argq- 
menl,  not  deduced  from  the  provisions  of  the  Con- 
itiluiion  itself,  but  fonnded  on  prescription.  He 
tells  us  that  this  bank  was  originally  incorporated 
by  a  Congress  fully  eompeteal  and  qualiied  to 
decide  on  iu  eonstitutionalitv ;  lliat  its  eiistenoe 
is  almost  coeval  with  the  Qorernment;  that  it 
has  been  counlManeed  by  all  snceeeding  Admiu- 
islrations ;  that  laws  have  been  passed  to  enforee 
the  provisions  of  tbe  origiuBl  eharter ;  and  there- 
fore the  Constitutional  qneation  aausi  be  consid- 
ered as  settled,  ndjadicated,  and  at  rest. 

Whaiever  may  be  tbe  apinion  of  tbe  gentlemen 
of  the  loiv  n>Aei  I  eaonot  for  myself,  yield  to  this 
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doctrine  ol pretcrijatwe  Con«t)iutioD«l  rtg-hu.  I( 
nia;  aDawer  ia  Eoglaiid,  where  ihcf  hare  do 
eoasiilulioD ;  or  wbere,  rmther,  as  ihe;  chooie  to 
cxplaJD  it,  innaecaorial  uMgf ,  or  prescription,  arc 
•Tidcnce  of  what  Ibeir  CoDsiitution  ia.  It  may 
do  in  ConaeclicDi — (it  is  act  mv  design  (o  dero- 
fate  frotn  llie  rcspec lability  of  iW  Slate,  nor  ol 
lis  initiiuiioQii) — It  may  be  good  doctrine  in  Con- 
necticut, wbereaocieot  customs  and  «(e(MJyA(i/tiM 
are  their  conatiiuiion.  But,  sir,  dacirtne  thould 
neTCr  be  loleraied  io  [his  House,  where  every 
membet  has  a  pT-infecJ  Coniiilution  on  his  table 
before  hiiu— a  Constitution  drawn  up  with  the 
greatest  care  and  deliberation  j  with  the  utmost 
atteolion  to  perspicuity  and  precision.  A  Con- 
alituiion,  the  iojunciions  of  which,  aa  we,  io  oui 
be^il  judgments  shall  uodersiaod  them,  and  not 
aa  they  shall  be  interpreted  to  us  by  others.,  we 
are  tolemoly  bound^  by  our  oniha,  to  obvy. 

It  is  true  that  this  bank  waa  originally  estab- 
lished b^  a  Congress  eompeteoC  to  judge  of  iia 
constituiionaliiy.  It  is  equally  true  that  a  re- 
apeciahle  minority  of  that  CoDgress  opposed  the 
[M>taaj(e  of  the  law,  on  the  ground  of  its  uaeon- 
atitutionality;  aad  if  I  bare  been  rightly  informed, 
it  ia  also  true  ibat  the  then  President,  Oeoeral 
WASHiHaTON,  ia  giving  his  sanction  to  that  law, 
did  it  with  more  doubt  and  heiitstion,  thaa  almost 
aoy  other  act  of  his  Administration. 

It  ii  true  that  sub^quent  Coogrestea,  of  differ- 
ent political  eomplexioDS,  have  passed  lawi  eo- 
forcing  the  proviiions  of  the  original  charter; 
aitd  that  no  attempts  have  been  made  to  repeal 
il.  But  ii  is  eqnally  true,  that  all  Ibis  might  be 
doDeaway  trilh  the  most  perfect  nruprieiy  sol 
eDBsistcaey,  nllbough  ihey  totally  disbetleted  in 
its  eonttitutiooaliiy.  I  need  not  siate  to  thin 
House,  that  this  is  not  a  law  in  theordioary  course 
of  legislaiioo — a  law  preMribing  a  common  rule 
of  oonduct  for  the  goreroment  of  the  cilizean  of 
ibe  United  States  at  Jargv—liable  lo  be  repealed 
at  any  time;  and  the  obligatioas  of  which  would 
eease  with  its  repeal  This,  sir,  it  not  the  nature 
of  the  law.  buiit  ia  a  law  in  the  nature  of  a  contract 
between  tne  GoTernmeni  and  certain  indiTiduals, 
and  the  existence  of  it  waa  extended  to  twenty 
fesLra.  The  moment  this  conmet  was  made, 
and  its  operations  commenced,  private  rights  were 
Tested  i  and  it  would  have  been  a  breach  of  ni- 
lional  faith  to  have  repealed  it.  The  ori^tinal 
Congress  bad  the  same  right  that  we  have  to 
judge  of  the  coasiiiutionaliiy  of  a  kw;  and  hav' 
log,  under  that  right,  pasaed  this  law  or  made 
this  cooiraci,  we  are  bound  lo  carry  it,  as  a  coo- 
ttaci,  into  execution.  As  a  contract,  every  suc- 
cessive CougresB,  of  whatever  roaieriala  com- 
posed, ia  one  party  to  it ;  and  it  is  well  known 
that  a  party  caoooi  viaUl«  the  obligatioas  of  his 
own  contract;  but.  on  the  contrary,  is  bound  to 
carry  (liem  into  effecl.  It  was  competent  in  the 
Btaie  governmeniB  lo  have  opposed  the  exeoutiun 
w  the  ground  of  its  ancoBaiitniiooaliiy;  but,  per- 
haps, under  all  circumstances,  they  acted  a  wise 
and  discreet  part,  in  not  aitempiing  it.  The  na- 
tional faith  waa  pledged  in  ihe  parage  of  this 
law.    The  Bational  credit,  which  it  was  ai  ilui 


time,  and  which  indeed  it  is  at  all  limea,  of  the 
firnt  imporiaoce  to  support,  was  at  stake  on  the 
faithful  execuiioD  of  this  contract;  and  ii  was 
heller  to  suffer  fur  twenty  years,  under  an  uocoa- 
slilutional  law,  raiher  than  to  aUempt  so  violent 
a  remedy — a  remedy  which  would  have  crippled 
the  crvdii  of  liie  naiion  in  its  infancy. 

But,  fir,  because  these  were  proper  considera- 
tions with  o^r  predecessors  and  ihe  Sutei,  to 
suffer  the  conlinusnce  of  this  law,  doen  it  follow, 
that  now,  when  that  ian  has  expired  by  its  own 
limitation,  when  the  aiiiigaiions  of  thai  contract 
are  complied  wiih  and  discharged,  when  the  na- 
tional faith  is  emancipated,  ibai  ibey  are  moiives 
for  us  10  make  a  new  unconstttuiioual  contract  7 
No,  sir.  The  question  now  is  a  question  de  noto. 
il  is  a  question  of  conscience  in  the  interpreta- 
tion uf  ihe  letter  and  spirit  nf  the  Constitution; 
unembarrassed  by  any  collateral  con.ii derations; 
■od  as  such,  1  shall  teel  bound  to  vote  upon  it. 
It  is  the  province  of  (he  Executive  and  Judicial 
depanments  to  explain  and  direct  the  practieaJ 
operation  of  eacb  pariieulai  law;  and  I  must 
submit  to  the  decision*.  But  the  commentaries 
of  courts  are  not  to  furnish  the  prineiplea  apon 
which  1  am  afterwards  (o  legislate.  It  is  to  thia 
book,  (the  Constitution)  sojusily  dear  to  us  alt.  and 
not  to  the  bouks  of  reports,  that  we  must  look,  aa 
a  guide,  lo  direct  ua  in  the  path  of  our  oath  and 
our  dnly. 

I  believe,  sir,  that  I  have  gone  through,  lamelf, 
I  know,  but  I  hope  inielligibly,  with  the  eiamn 
nation  of  all  the  principal  arguments,  that  have 
been  advanced  in  support  of  the  constitutionality 
uf  this  law.  Having  already  occupied  so  mnsb 
lime,  I  will  detain  tlie  Commitlee  but  a  few  mo- 
meniF  longer. 

If  ibe  views  which  I  have  taken  of  the  snbjcei 
are  correct,  these  poaiiioos  may  be  considered: 
First,  ihal  we  haveoo  right  to  incorporate  a  hank, 
unless  That  right  be  delegated  by  the  Constitution ; 
for  such  is  ihe  declaration  of  ibe  ConstitatioD  it- 
self. Secondlf,  thai  if  this  right  be  given  by  the 
Constiluiion,  it  is  included  in  some  of  the  provi- 
stoos  upon  which  i  have  been  commenting. 

The  only  question,  then,  as  relates  to  the  Coa- 
stituiion,  IS,  whether  we  shall,  by  the  passage  of 
ihis  bill,  recognise  the  doctrine  ot  implied  or  con- 
structive powers.  Before  we  do  this,  I  must  en- 
treat every  member  of  the  Cninmitiee  to  examine 
well  the  consequences  of  auch  a  recogniiiao. 
This  is  HOI  a^uesiioD-about  the  utility  or  inoiiliiy 
of  a  bank ;  but  il  is.a  great  question  of  Constitu- 
tional principle.  It  is,  whether  we  shaJl  consider 
ibis  Goretnmeot  as  the  servant  anil  inslrument 
of  ihe  people  for  m^oaeiog  and  protecting  their 
hghis,  and  subject  malt  iimes  lo  their  control; 
~    whether  we  shall  make  it  a  giant,  capable  ol' 

lahmir  fit  manlf^rk.      A  tTinrnpnrtt  ^.BTi^rtil  attpa^ 


crushing  its  masters.  A  momeDps  careful  atten- 
tioQ-lo  this  subject  will  show  that  the  docirine 
of  implied  or  eonatruciive  powen,aa  contended 
for  in  this  case,  is  nothing  more  or  less  ihaa  the 
doctrine  of  general  expetliency;  and  that  once 
iblished,  ii  will  warrant  Congress  in  tbe  adop- 
tion of  any  measure  not  expressly  piohibiied  bj 
the  Coniiiiaiion. 
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Th^grfat  end*  or  purpotnorour  OoTernrneDi 
■  re  ibe  liberlf,  the  Hcuritf,  and  ibe  bippiQess 
oflbe  people.  The  rahing  and  managemeDt  of 
rereoue,  the  establishment  and  support  of  armtea, 
the  insrilalioD  of  coarls  of  justice,  nnd  the  re^a- 
latiOQoriradfl  and  jalercoarde  between  tbe  States 
and  foreign  naiiona,  are  some  of  the  great  means 
or  instruments  by  which  these  results  are  finally 
produced.  There  is  a  natural  and  uttimate  con- 
nexioD  and  coincidence  between  all  these  great 
measurea  or  powersofgoverameDt— they  are  ei- 
prefsly  calculated  to  aid  and  a&aist  each  other  ia 
their  operations,  and,  in  fact,  form  diSertot  parts 
onljr  of  one  great  political  machitie.  Every  possi- 
ble measure  of  civil  policy  is  eipedieot,  exactly 
in  proportion  to  its  Rtoess  or  tendency  to  promote 
the  CDmbiued  opeiatioa  of  these  great  causes  or 
iostrumenis  of  human  bapfiiaem  and  security. 
But,  sir,  by  the  doctrine  of  implied  poweia,  the 
constitutionality  of  erery  measure  is  also  made  to 
depend  on  it*  tendency  or  fitness  to  promote  the 
inal  objeeca  for  which  theaa  various  pciwrs  are 
giren;  and  thusreaolvci  itaelf  intoa  quegtioa  of 
expediency. 

From  the  vitw  we  have  taken  ofihe  ar^tnenn 
in  aupoort  of  the  right  to  iocorporate  this  JMiok, 
Mid  Mr.  P.,  we  perceive  that  its  constiiDtionality 
b  not  made  to  depend  on  ihe  pecolrar  applicabil- 
ity of  the  mea^nre  to  any  particular  power  in  tbe 
Constitniion ;  for  it  is  equally  applicable  to  half 
a  dozen  different  powers — buiiiscDnstitniionalKy 
Is  made  to  depend  on  its  general  tendency  to  pro- 
mote tbe  ultimate  objects  fur  which  these  differ- 
ent powers  were  given.  In  other  vrnxia,  it  is 
made  to  depend  on  its  expediency.  "We  speak  of 
implied  powers  as  innocent  things — as  matters  of 
course.  But  ihe  idea  of  express  Consiiiuiional 
powers  and  implied  Constitutional  powers,  gives 
us  the  exact  definitions  of  limited  and  arbitrary 
Qovemmeats.  The  final  object  of  both  these 
Qovernments  is  the  same — the  happiness  of  the 
people,  Tbe  only  difference  between  them  is, 
that  in  Ibe  one  case  tbe  powers  or  means  by  which 
this  eadii  atuined,  or  intended  to  be  attained, 
are  limited  aad  defined  ;  in  (he  other  they  rest  on 
Ibe  discretion  or  will  of  tbe  despot— tfaey  are  all, 
with  him^  questions  of  expediency. 

Thet«is  another  point  of  view  in  which  this 
(object  maybe  placed;  and  in  which,  it  seems 
to  me  impossible  for  the  strongest  advocates  of 
implied  powers  toreeoneile  the  passage  of  this  bill. 
It  will  not  be  denied,  that  the  Constitution  contem- 
plates the  existence  of  two  distinct  sets  of  pow- 
ers— Ihe  one  in  the  State  governments,  and  the 
other  in  tbe  Federal  OoTernment.  That  there 
arc  certain  powers  which  may  b«  said  to  belong 
peculiarly  soJ  exclusively  to  the  State  govern- 
ments; and  certain  other  powers  which  may  be 
said  to  belong  peculiarly  and  exclusively  to  the 
Federal  Oovetoment.  Now,  sir,  if  there  be  any 
jMWer  which  can  he  said  to  belong  peculiarly 
and  exclusively  tu  the  State  governments,  it  ii, 
in  my  humble  apprehension,  the  very  power  of 
erecting  corpotatiotia  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
an  mooeyed  oi  other  operatioas;  connected  im< 
mediately,  neceasatily,  and  inseparably  with  the 


internal  political  economy  of  tbe  Slate:  it  is  ths 
power  of  regulating  the  rights  and  relations  of 
propertjr  between  citizen  and  citizen  of  the  sotne 
State;  it  is  the  power  of  erecting  a  banking  com< 
pany,  in  order  to  facilitate  and  direct  the  daily 
and  ordinary  operations  of  trade  and  industry 
among  the  citizens  of  the  same  Slate.  Aliboagh, 
then,  1  say,  the  power  of  incorporating  a  bank 
might,  at  first,  seem  to  be  implied  in  some  of  the 
powers  of  the  Federal  Constitution;  yet.  when 
we  see  that,  in  its  exercise,  it  goe*  to  obliterate 
and  destroy  the  great  characteristic  feature  of 
distributive  power  in  this  Republic— when  we 
aee  that,  in  iu  execution,  it  obtrudes  and  ramifiea 
itself  into  all  the  transactions  of  domestic  econ- 
omy, wbieh  are  the  peculiar  subjects  of  local  or 
State  regnlaiioB — we  ought,  on  that  aeeoiiBt,  to 
reject  it. 

Bui,  sir,  I  will  conelnde  by  again  caatigning  my 
Repubtioan  friends,  andmy  worthy  coUeagarin 
particular,  to  beware  how  they  familiarize  tbem- 
selveswito  this  doctrine  of  constructive  power. 
It  is  a  creed,  at  war  with  the  vital  principles  of 
political  liberty.    The  pride  and  the  boast  of  the 
American  Governments  is,  that  they  are  the  gov- 
ernments  of  tbe  laws  and  not  of  men — that  they 
are  the  regular  and  necessary  operations  and  re- 
sults of  principles  and  powers,  established  in  tha 
omenta  of  cool  and  deliberate  reflection,  by  thy 
wljined  wisdom  of  the  nation  ;  and  ttuit  tbef 
e  not  the  effects  of  the  momeaiary  pasaion, 
pride,  interest,  whitn,  or  caprice  of  a  few  Individ- 
ih  collected  on  this  Soor. 

Little  did  the  ftamcra  of  this  ConstitnticHi, 
hen  they  were  so  nicely  adjusting  and  balancing 
I  various  provisions — when  they  were  so  care* 
fully  erecting  guards  and  barriers  against  the  en*. 
eroaehments  of  power  and  ambition — Iit|le,I  say, 
sir,  did  they  imagine,  that  there  lay  ooncealed 
under  the  provisions  of  this  Constitution,  a  secret 
and  sleeping  power,  which  could,  in  a  moment, 
prostrate  all  their  labors  with  the  dust.  Still 
less,  sir,  did  tbe  people  when  they  adopted  this 
Cunsiiiutioa,  with  even  more  caution  and  acrnpl* 
ban  that  with  wbieh  it  was  formed,  conjecttira 
that  ihey  were  signing  the  death-warrant  of  all 
their  State  rigbu.  But,  once  adopt  the  dootrina 
that  you  may  travel  out  of  the  letter  of  this  Con- 
ilitutioD,and  assume  powers, merely  on  the  gronntl 
hat  they  will  tend  lo  facilitate  tbe  exeention 
of  powers  which  are  here  given;  and  you  cook 
pass,  at  a  singie  sweep,  ail  the  rights  of  the 
Slates ;  and  form  the  basis  of  a  consolidated  Qov> 

Let  the  principle  of  constructive  or  implied 

iwers  be  once  established,  in  tbe  extent  to  which 
..  rauat  be  carried,  in  order  to  pass  this  bill,  and 
you  will  have  planted  in  ihe  bosom  of  this  Coa- 
stiiution  a  viper,  wbieh,  one  day  or  another,  will 
sting  Ibe  libectiea  of  this  country  to  the  heart. 

When  Mr,  Pobtbh  bail  coni^uded  bis  speech, 
the  question  waa  taken  on  striking  out  the  flnt 
section,  and  earried—59  lo  46. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  reponed  M  the  Honsft, 
who  adjoatned  wUhont  uking  a  qaeslion  an  the 
lepori.. 
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BiTDBDAT,  Jumry  19. 

ADother  member,  to  wil;  from  New  Yorit, 
Barbrt  Oarvskixr,  «p|>eareii,  and  took  hia  seat. 

Tbe  SpEAKBi  having  inforaed  the  Hoa«e  that 
he  bad  tome  confideDtiat  commuaicatfons  to 
make,  ibe  (alUriei  were  cleared  and  ihe  doon 
ekwed,  and,  haviaf^  remaioed  so  for  aome  time, 
mn  anJD  opened. 

Hr.  McKiM  pTcaeDted  a  petition  from  the  me- 
ehaDics,  maDulaetaret,  traden,  and  oilier iatiabit- 
tnts  of  Baltimore,  and  a  memorial  of  the  Preai- 
deot  and  Direeion  of  the  Baltimore  Inanrance 
CotnpaDy,  reipeelirelf  praying  a  renewal  of  the 
«hatter  of  the  Bank  of  tba  United  Siatei.— Order- 
ed lo  lie  OD  the  table. 

Mr.  Qardenibr  preaented  a  ntetDorial  of  Ihe 
United  Inauranee  CsupiDT  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  and  of  the  New  York  Iniuraace  CompaDy, 
prvyin^a  renewal  of  the  chtrirr  of  the  United 
Siatea  Bank. — Ordered  to  lie  oa  the  table. 

Mr.  MiTCBiLL  preieDted  a  petition  of  John 
Bioren,  W.  John  Duane,  and  Roger  C.  Weight- 
man,  praying  the  patronage  and  aid  ofCongrexi 
in  prioting  an  edition  of  the  lawa  of  the  United 
Slate*.— Ordered  to  b«  teferied  lo  a  select  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  HiTCBtLL,  Mr.  RiRocctD,  and  Mr.  Sbt* 
na-r,  were  appomied  the  committee. 

Mr.  PoTTiR  preiented  a  peirtion  of  theOIHcert 
ttfibe  Rhode  Island  Line  of  the  RcTotniionary 
Army,  praying  tbai  Coogren  will  take  their  case 
into  coDaideration,  and  grant  them,  and  others 
aimilarly  situated,  half  pay  for  life. — Referred  to 
the  committee  appointed,  on  the  tweniy-fourib 
ultimo,  on  pelilloni  from  other  Officers  of  the 
BeTolutionary  Army. 

Mr.  MiTCHiLL  also  reported  at  large  on  the  pe- 
litioa  of  John  Brumbacn  and  others, 

[The  petitioners  are  owners  of  merchant  mills, 
and  complain  that  tbey  are  obliged  lo  puj  Oliver 
Kvans  fCr  ticeniei  to  nse  his  elevators  and  other 
machinery,  although  this  sppsratus  was  erected 
o/ierthe  expiration  of  Evans's  Brat  patent,  and 
je/ore  the  granting  of  bis  second  patent,  nndet  the 
-- ^^of  Congrees  of  January  7,  1808.] 


EDMUND  BBOOKE. 

Mr.  Root,  from  the  Committee  of  Claimi, 
made  a  report  on  tbe  petition  of  Edmund  Brooke; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  lo  a  Cammitlee  of 
the  whole  House  on  Friday  next. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

That  the  petitioner  dums  pay,  comsintalkia,  and 
konnty  lands,  for  hii  MrviaM  in  the  Rerelution,  as  Drat 
iantenul  in  the  Siat  regiment  of  Virginia  artillaiy,  on 
tka  Oontinealal  ntablisbment.  BesUteadtat  hewaa 
app^tad  to  that  office  in  Febrtiary,  1781,  and  toMin' 
ved  in  senice  till  the  liege  of  Yoik,  '■  Mhea,  Imiiw 
eztremalj  Hi,  he  wm*  eompallad  to  bi^  a  furioogh  lor  a 
fcw  weeks."  llie  ^lationet  doe*  not  enn  sUte  that 
he  cTci  lAerwarda  joined  the  Aimj,  bnt  that  ha  hild 
himHlfinraidinea*  lo  obey  any  call  that  might  be  made 


Ceient  te  oppoaa  this  daim ;  bnt,  as  iMe  af  the  mtn- 
beia  af  yoat  cammitlea  has  eipraaed  a  deare  Oai  a 
detailad  report  he  made,  and  aa  dte  vote  of  the  Honae 
I  few  days  aincs,  on  the  claim  of  Edwin  C.  Brown, 
nems  to  have  expressed  a  decided  opposition  to  tba 
ifficsc^  of  those  acta,  tbey  proceed  to  pertbrm  the  taak 
Meagnad  tham.  The;  are  not  rare  that  Ihcv  can 
preaent  this  case  aa  its  original  marila  wanld  have 
reqaired.  This  claim  hei  often  been  before  Coogreia, 
and  WM  reported  egiiast  at  Ihe  list  aeaaion  ;  and  th* 
committee,  before  they  proceed,  cannot  bot  express 
their  regret  that  tbe  pertinacllj  of  ctaimania  hu,  ia 
measure,  been  encounged  bj  the  apparent  sno 
ifaerae  supposed  fortanate  clahnaola.  The  com- 
mittee  proceed  to  invertigate  the  several  it«ma  of  claima 
the  order  in  whidi  they  are  claimed. 
I.  Pay.— By  a  certificate,  dated.dia  tTth  ri'Maich, 
IT98,  tigned  "Audtew  Dnnscomb,  late  aaaialaiit  coot- 
isdoner  of  army  aeeounli,  Virginia,"  produced  aa  is 
ippoaed  by  the  pelitioDet,  and  referred  lo  in  his  peti- 
tioD,  ate  Ibeae  words :  "  From-an  exaiBinaika  <rf  th* 
books  Id  tbe  office  of  Ihe  Auditor  of  the  Btata  of  Vir- 
ginia, ibappeai*  that  Colonel  Duval  settled  the  accoont 
of  Edmand  Braeke,  aa  a  lieatenant  of  aitBiaiT,  on  th* 
'  '  day  of  March,  ITU." 


The  committee  are  of  opinion,  bom  this  statemeul 
Of  kds,  that  Ihe  acts  of  limiUtion  would  be  sraply  snf- 


independent  corps  thereof,"  were  promised,  when  tba 
poUie  finances  isobM  admit,  that  the  deficiBDsyoC  their 
pay,  ocesuoaed  by  deprecialio»rrfHinkl  be  made  gaod; 
bot  this  pAvision  is  not  applicable  to  an;  bat  aitch  aa 
were  engaged  daring  the  war,  or  lor  three  years,  and 
were  then  in  •erviEe.  The  petitioner  doea  not  cooae 
within  tbe  proiisien*  of  tbta  resolution. 

3.  Commuiaiim. — By  a  resolutian  of  Congiea,  of 
the  33d  March,  1783,  all  officers  then  in  Ber^ice,  and 
who  should  continue  therein  to  the  end  of  the  wsr, 
were  entitled  to  receive  the  amount  of  five  years'  faO 
pay,  instead  of  tbe  bslf-pay  for  life  promiaed  by  the 
resolution  of  the  31al  October,  1780.  The  latter  reso- 
Intion,  from  its  obnoua  import,  did  not  make  proviaioQ 
for  any  officers  except  thoae  then  in  aerrice  or  reJnced. 
As  the  petitioner  waa  not  then  in  service,  nor  reduced 
in  October;  1780,  he  could  never  have  been  enlillod  to 
comninlation  had  he  continned  in  eervica  lo  the  end  tt 
the  war.  It  has  long  nnee  been  settled,  that  the  war 
ended  vrben  ttie  troops  were  disbanded,  on  tba  Sd  of 
November,  1788;  and  there  fanot  sufficient  proof  that 
be  oontinued  in  service  nnlil  tliat  tuna. 

4.  8mn*f  AnA—- This  aabieel  betooga  to  the  Tt«- 
MUT  Department.  Had  it  bean  tba  sole  piayar  of  tha 
pebtion,  it  is  heheved  it  wonld  not  have  bean  reftired 
to  vonr  committee. 

The  committee  recommend  to  Ihe  Hooae  the  adop- 
tbn  of  the  fallowing  resolution : 

Rttoktd,  Thatlheprajetofthepetilioneriaentiiel; 
nnlbanded,  and  ought  not  to  be  granted. 
PATENT  LAW& 

Mr.  MtTCBiLL  made  «  report  from  tfa«  aeleet 
committee  appointed  on  tbe  12th  December,  181(^ 
for  the  purpose  of  revising  and  amending  the  pat* 
ent  laws, 

[Tbe  report  is  by  bill.  It  eonsiata  of  aboni 
twenty  seciiona,  and  it  a  reriaion  of  all  tbe  act* 
DOW  in  force  relative  to  intellectual  property,  with 
such  amendmenia  as  experience  has  sugg«ited.] 

The  bill  was  read  a  Srtt  and  second  lime,  and 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole. 
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rUBUO  DB»»[TB«  IN  BAKKa 
Ur.  LoT>  Mid  be  ttOBtidered  the  vol*  io  Gov- 
iniiiee  of  the  Whole  a«  dccJtirc  af  tbe  ••nae  of 
Che  Hooae  ageioM  the  renewal  of  ifae  ehaner  of 
the  Uaiied  Stain*  Btnk  Companv.  Ii  wat  iheie- 
(oTt  Deceawry  to  prorids  immediatelr  for  aone 
other  phee  of  depoeite  for  the  icBmeoK  property 


-of  the  Uoited  Slate*  in  the  hanih  of  that  compaDy, 
and  that  which  wouU  be  in  iu  handi  hy  the  lime 
of  it(  diuoluiion,  if  the  law  wa*  not  repealed 
which  made  it  the  duty  of  the  enlleclon  to  depo- 
■ite  the  eiutom' hotue  bondi  in  the  hands  of  that 
bunk  and  iu  braaehee.  Il  was  cef  laioly  a  stake 
of  too  great  najaitnde  to  taSer  il  to  fall  lo  the 
handi  of  ibe  ezeeman  of  the  i Dili tution,  about 
to  beoome  defaoct,  over  whom  bo  depariment.of 
QoTeTDmeni  would  have  eTeo  the  Bemblance  of 
cheek  or  eonlrol,  now  Mid  to  eiiit  o«at  the  cor- 
poniion  iuelf.  It  was  itated  Id  a  teport  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treaanry,  of  the  9ib  of  this  mootb, 
ID  cttOMqaeDca  of  a  resolutioa  of  ihii  Hoii*e,  that 
«a  the  lal  of  Maith,  there  woold  probably  be  op- 
warde  of  <3,50O,D00  of  speeie  ia  the  TreesnrT ; 
nearly  the  whole  of  which,  it  appears,  would,  be 
^epoutediBlhiebakk.  Id  the  anaua)  report,  made 
on  the  ISib  of  Deoember,  it  is  sutcd  that  there 
would  bedepoeiud  foreolleciionboads  which  are 
ieemed  good,  to  the  amonnt  of  abooi  1 11,00(>000, 
and  (hat  the  importatioDs  aflet  that  time  would 
be  MSoieot  to  meet  the  debeoturee ;  makiag,  ae- 
«ordiD£  to  this  statcmeDt,  a  depotite  in  all  equal 
lo  tl3,6(M,000  on  the  1st  Mireh  »est. 

But  it  was  obvioos,  ibe  specie  dq»osite  at  thai 
time  weold  probably  not  only  exceed,  fas  stated 
ID  the  report  of  the  Sih.)  bni  very  gre«tV''°*^<' 
^$2,500,000;  and  a  Bmall  aueotiem  to  those  two 
repotU  will  show  that  the  estimate  of  (he  decre- 
ury  waatnade  oader  the  ioflaeaee  of  very  great 
caution,  in  rating  ibe  reaourees  of  the  GJovern* 
meat- 
la  lbs  anuoal  report  it  was  ualsd,  ib&t,  ou  the 
■3lu  December,  in  ihe  yeer  1810^  there  woold  be 
a  probnhle  tpeeie  balaDce  of  82,000,000.-  This 
balance  was  predicated  on  the  siatemeut  tinder 
Ihe  head  of  "  No.  2,  Ibsi  qoarterof  the  year  1810," 
in  which  the*  receipts  uf  ihat  quarter  are  carried 
o)U  at  93jS00,QOO,  elihoogh  In  the  first  pari  uf  that 
vepon  it  is  slated  thai  it  iras  bdieeed  that  the  Del 
.eerenoe  arising  from  daties  woald  not  foil  ehort 
of  912,O0O,DOO~nekiDg,  for  the  last  qoarter  of 
2810,  the  sum  of  94,900,000,  inslewl  of  tS.SOO.OOO. 
And,iBdeed,  when  the  time  when  iraporiatiooe 
recommenced  ii  recollected,  and  that  they  hare 
4'rom  iheoce  to  the  present  been  as  great  of  for- 
•eigD  merehandiM,  i[  not  greater,  than  ai  any  for- 
mer period  for  the  same  length  of  time ;  when 
it  is  eoasidered  that  a  larjie  poriioa  of  the  duties 
did  become  payable  doriag  the  last  quarter  of 
1810,  it  cannot  be  asserted  ibat  the  expecialioaof 
Tecciring  a  net  sum  of  84,500,000  was  uofouaded. 
The  same  causes  will  cenaioly  warrant  the  ez- 
peclslioa  of  a  still  larger  receipt  of  rerenue  io 
the  first  qoariei  of  1811 ;  but,  taking  it  at  tbe  Mme 
sum,  and  takiae  from  it  the  receipt*  after  the  Isi 
4f  March,  wonld  leave  for  the  receipts  la  the  1st 
of  Mareh  ^000,000— making  k  total  of  reeeipia 


lb  the  lit  of  Mareh.  of  $7,000,000;  from  which, 
deduciiag  two  months  of  expenditure,  amouniing, 
for  enrrent  expenses  and  interest  of  public  debt, 
to  aboot  $1,330,000,  will  leave  the  sum  in  speeie 
in  tbe  Treasury  of  $5,^70,000.  Tbic  sum,  with 
the  dcposite  of  bonds,  will  not  be  much  short  of 
817,000,000. 

In  BDoiher  point  of  view,  Mr.  L.  said,  it  might 
be  important  to  take  immediate  steps  for  the 
removal  of  the  specie  depoaiied  from  the  United 
Stales'  Bank.  It  might  aid  the'banks  iDiowbich 
I  would  be  deposited  io  affardiog  the  accommo- 
daiioDS  which  the  present  slate  of  mercantile 
resonrees  had  made  so  aecessatjr.  This  depoaite 
could  Doi  be  less  for  some  mODCha ;  and,  even  afier 
lying  ihe  money  borrowed  from  the  Uoiied 
tales'  Baok,  (which  might  as  well  be  done  to- 
morrow as  UBy  other  lime,)  would  leave  a  sur- 
plus of  nearly  $3,000,000  on  tbe  1st  of  March. 
Mr.  L.  therefore  submitted  the  following  resola- 
hleh  he  read,  and  asked  should  lie  oa  Ihe 
table: 

StMhtd,  That  it  is  aipedient  to  repeal  so  mncb  of 
I  set  passed  the  lOth  May,  1800,  u  makes  it  the  dutj 
of  ceitaio  collector*  to  deposits  for  collection  in  the 
Bank  of  Ihs  Uaited  States,  ai  sn;  of  it*  brenchs*,  tha 
bonds  taken  iy  them  for  the  payment  ordutin.  And 
diit  it  is  e:       -     -  - 

may  be  withdrawn. 

REMISSION  OF  FINBS,  Ae. 

[WTOK  reported  the  following  bill: 
A  Bill  to  remit  certain  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures. 
—  .,  madtd,  by  Ikt  Stnate  ttai  Hook  o/Sm^ 
tenlaiit>ea  of  ihe  OruUd  Stata  o/Amtriea,  in  Can- 
grui  lutemiled.  That  all  fine*,  peualtie*,  and  fbrieit- 
incurred  in  the  fDllowing  dracriptioa  of  essea-' 
._  .1:  Snt,  of  vessel*  which  bavs  entered  a  Britidi 
port  since  the  tenlh'Jane  last,  or  which  ma;  hereafter 
enter  each  port,  having  uited  fbr  the  ssme  before  in- 
fomation  of  the  Proclamation  of  the  nbth  oT  Augnst, 
one  thousand  eijht  hundred  and  nine, had  been  received 
at  the  port  of  deputore )  an  ikr  as  relate*  to  anj  ftr- 
ftilure  or  penalty  irhlch  maj  aeeme  or  here  accnied 
bj  reasen  of  their  having  thus  entered  a  British  port. 
Secondly,  of  veeaal*  whiab  have  arrived,  either  mm 
~  '  '  '  with  Bnbah  aarehaadi**,  in  the  Uni- 

syept  to  Ibe  IsBth  of  June  laet;  and 
which. ma;  hereafter  thus  arrive  having 
sailed  ibr  the  United  Statss  befors  inibimatioB  of  tbe 
Prodaination  of  the  oinlh  Augnst,  one  thouiaad  eight 
hundred  and  nine,  ■hall  have  been  received  at  the  pert 
of  departure  i  so  &r  ss  relate*  to  sdj  forleilute  or  pen- 
alij  accruing  &om  having  arrived  or  arriving  in  the 
United  Sutes,  fhim  British  port*  or  with  British  mo- 
chsnilise.  And.  thirdlji  of  veasela  non  owned  bv  citi- 
sensof  ths  United  States,  and  sailing  under  tbe  Amer- 
ican Sag,  wliicb,  being  in  a  foreign  port  at  the  tine 
vrben  tbe  ProdBmatian  of  the  niuth  August,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  nine,  ihall  have  been  known 
at  inch  port,ahall,  in  fort;  days  after  knowledge  of  the 
■aid  ProclamstiDD,  depart  or  hsve  depsrted  therefrom, 
and  returned  withool  delay  to  the  United  Btete* ;  so 
far ae telatw  to  anyfbrMtnre  or  penalt; aoerning  from 
their  arriving  in  tiie  United  State*  ftoiB  BriUsh  porta, 
or  with  BibHh  ««whandiae-*e  and  Ihe  Sana  aM 
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liMtbf   TCBiitte^,  any  hn*  to  tka   cnntnuy  notwitb- 


The  bill  wu  twiee  retd  aad  reftrred  to  h  Com* 
mittce  of  Ui«  Whole. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATED 

Hr.  Sawteb  ciiled  (ot  lEie  order  of  ibr  d«y  on 
the  aoQniihed  bniioeM  of  yetterday — the  bill  eon- 
tiouiag  tb«  efaatt«r  of  ibe  Bank  of  lb«  Uailed 
Blatet. 

Mr.  FiaK  mored  that  it  ibould  li«  on  the  table. 
Til  is  was  disagreed  to— 57  lo  46. 

The  Houte  thcD  proceeded  to  eOD*ider  the  said 
nnfinisbed  buHiaeis,  and  the  quciiioD  to  concur 
with  ihe  Commiitee  of  the  whole  Huum  od 
strikiQff  out  the  first  iiecUoD  of  the  bill  to  coii' 
tinue,  tor  a  further  time,  the  charter  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  Stales,  beiogr  slated — 

Mr-DEsBasaid:  Mr.  Speaker,  the  qaettton  is  on 
■  coucurreDce  wUb  the  Commiitee  of  ibe  Whole, 
ill  iirikiDg  out  (be  first  Mciioo  of  tb«  biU  ibat 
co'DiempUteEareBewaloribecbarter  of  [he  Bank 
of  the  United  States ;  or,  in  other  words,  wbe- 
thei  we  will  foster  a  Tiper  io  the  bobom  of  our 
eoaatry.  that  will  spread  ita  deadly  Tenom  orer 
the  land,  and  Goally  affect  tbe  vilals  of  your  re- 
publiean  insiitnlions;  or,  whether  we  will,  as  it 
IS  oar  duly,  aplily  ibe  proper  antidote,  by  ate- 
Alsal  to  renew  tbe  charter,  thereby  checking  the 
oankeriDg  poison,  the  importation  and  diMcm- 
ination  of  foreign  influence,  thai  ha*  already 
brooght  onr  Qovernmntt  almoii  to  the  brink  of 
Tsin.  Sir,  I  am  opposed  Iv  the  renawal  of  tbe 
charter,  on  Coostilutional  ground,  as  well  as  on 
the  score  of  expediency.  I  view  ii  as  being  di- 
netly  at  war  wilb  not  only  the  tetter  but  the 
•pirit  of  the  Consiituiion,  and  replete  with  prin- 
'eiples  incompatible  wiib  republicanism.  As  to  th« 
ConilitutioDalily,  the  ground  that  I  intended  lo 
have  occupied  was  taken  from  me  by  tbe  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  who  spoke  yesterday,  (Mr. 
PoBTEH,}  and  I  will  say  ably  toaiiaged.  The 
points  he  made  I  consider  incontrovertible,  and 
the  arguments  deduced  from  them  unanswerable  j 
consequeDily,  as  I  deem  ibe  Constiiutional  ques- 
tion n^f'y  exhausted,  I  shall  but  barely  touch 
npon  it.  The  Stales,  sir,  from  the  time  ihey  de- 
termined lo  be  free,  were  particularly  guarded 
againai  the  adoption  of  any  measure  thai  could 
in  the  most  remote  degree  lead  lo  aristocracy  or 
aonsolidaiion.  Let  gentlemen  examine  thai  in- 
•trumeDt,  the  pledge  of  union — I  mean  the  Arti- 
elca  of  Confederation,  ibey  will  find  it  couched  in 
eantiout  language ;  they  will  find  that  the  framers 
of  that  instrument  were  particularly  guarded 
■gainit  vesting  powers  in  tbe  General  Govern- 
ment that  could  ID  the  most  distant  manner  place 
their  rights  and  liberties  in  jeopardy;  (bey  no 
doubt  viewed  large  moneytd  institutiotis,  like 
the  one  ander  consideration,  as  moneyed  aiis- 
toeracies,  which  might  with  their  different  ram- 
ifications jeopardize  liberty  by  imperceptibly 
gliding  ioio  con  toll  da  lion.  A  power  expressly 
given  to  the  Getieral  Qovemment  to  grant  char- 
ters of  incorporatiaa  will  not  be  found  in  the  Ar- 
'    liclcaofGonfedemtioiii  uidifgMiliflBeawiUeaat 


ibeir  eyes  over  the  secoMI  article  of  that  iostni- 
ment,  ibey  will  Bod  It  expreaaly  providcE,  that 
each  Slate  retain*  its  sovereignly,  freedom,  and 
independence,  and  every  power,  joriadietiun.  anil 
righi, which  isnoi  by  the  ATtieleaofCoDfedemboB 
exprcnsly  delegated  to  tbe  Uoiiid  States  in  Gob- 
gret*  assembled.  This,  nr,  I  show  la  prate,  that 
From  the  time  tbe  States  dptermined  to  afaake  oiT 
(be  shackles  of  despot iicii,  the  power  of  gvanting 
charters  of  inearporatino  was  never  iotcuded  to  m 
given  to  the  Oeneral  Government. 

Sir,  iho«e  ((entleman  who  are  the  at)ri>eate*  of 
this  measure  will  not  pretend,  that  tbe  power  to 
grant  charters  is  exprenly  given  by  iho  Constiin- 
tion;  and,  sir,  they  must  be  well  apptixed  that 
such  a  power  was  intended  tobe  given.  This  fact 
ought  not  to^be  lost  sight  of.  Did  not  Mr.  Madison 
urge  in  energetic  Ungnage,  in  1791,  on  the  floor 
of  Congress,  that  tbe  power  to  grant  charters  <^ 
incorporation  was  in  the  original  plao,  reported 
by  Ibe  committee  to  the  Convention  among  the 
enumerated  poweia  delegated  in  tbe  eighth  aeo- 
tion  of  Ike  first  ariicle  of  the  Consiiiufiaa,  bat 
that  aftM  three  daya  deliberation,  and  ardent  de- 
bale,  it  was  expunged,  aa  a  power  daagerain  nod 
improper  to  be  vested  iu  iheOeaeral  Qovernmeoi  7 
li  is  on  remote  eoaatrueiive  powers  that  gentle- 
■sen  must  bottom  this  meMUre;  and  in  my  mind, 
ibciaibeyafe  cot  short  by  the  lOih  anicfeoftha 
amendment  to  the  Conatitniien  of  the  United 
States,  wbera  it  expressly  providea,  (hat,  "tho 
'  powersnotdelegated  to  the  United  State*  by  the 
'  Consiiiniion,  nor  prohibited  by  it  lo  the  State*. 
'  arc  reserved  lo  ibe  Stales  respestively,  or  to  tb« 
'  people."  Arcnoiibeseprohibiiory  wordastrongly 
and  clearly  eiptCMedl  Sir,  I  defy  gentlemen  to 
lay  their  finger  on  any  clause  of  tbe  ComliiHtian 
thai  would  justify  the  granting  monopoliej,  or 
excloure  privileges;  no,  sir,  it  cannot  be  dcue, 
.  uolcss  they  lay  hold  of  the  horrid  doctrine  ofim- 
plication,  a  doctrine  as  absurd  as  it  is  dangeron^ 
particularly  when  you  have  a  specific  instrttntent 
for  your  guide,  and  one  which  you  have  uken  a 
Bolema  obtigatioo  to  support  inviolate.  I  had 
hoped  that  the  doctrine  of  implied  power*  had 
long  since  been  exploded.  Ever  since  the  reign  of 
terrot,  ever  siooe  the  Federal  geatlemcn,  nndet 
the  head  of  ooosunetive  powers,  adopted  the  aliea 
and  sedition  laws,  the  people  of  tbe  United  States, 
in  whom  ibe  powers  of  Qovernnent  rightfully 
rest,  sianified  tneirdiaapprobaiion  of  the  doctrine 
of  implieaiion,  in  forcible  language,  by  burling, 
tbe  then  majority  out  of  power.  Sir  if  you  >al>- 
seribe  to  ibis  dociriae,  tbe  barriers  of  your  Con- 
stiiuiion  are  broken  down;  it  wilt  ultimately  bo- 
come  a  dead  letter,  you  will  have  nothing  to  re- 
strain you.  Bu[,Baygentlemen,our  predeeeasors 
.  have  said  it  was  Constitutional ;  they  were  men 
of  wisdom,  and  solemnly  passed  npon  it,  as  being 
within  ihe  pale  of  the  Consiiiniion.  Sir,  I  ac- 
knowledge ihey  were  men  of  wisdom,  and  pei^ 
haps  actuated  by  the  purest  of  motives;  but  they 
were  men,  co nsequeni I y  fallible  and  liable  to  err, 
and  in  my  mind  ihey  did  err  most  egrcgiously  ;. 
and  am  1  to  take  for  granted  what  ibey  havo 
dpoe,  witboyt  axamining  and  judging  (oi  myself, 
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pkrtiealariy  when  [  am  aetrng  t)tidertfa«aol«(DilUr 
of  ao  oath  ?  No,  sir,  while  I  have  ihe  bonor  of 
■  aeat  on  <hii  floor,  and  an^  mntore  h  about  (o 
b«  adopivd,  wbieh  in  aif  opinion  eon&lcU  with 
tbat  iDslrorfieiil  ibat  I  am  aworn  to  support,  I  will 
raise  1117  voiae  againii  it,  and  if  pouible  check  iii 

But,  lir,  we  are  graTely  told,  that  it  imxpfdi- 
ent  to  rcDet*  the  charter  of  the  Baok  of  the  uni- 
ted Snieo,  intsiDDch  as  the  evils  irisiag  to  Qut- 
eritmeatand  indtTiduah  would  be  dfsperale  on 
itabeio;  taSered  to  expire;  therefore  it  was  Con- 
■litaiioDat.  Tben,f  jr.  we  are  to  underaiaad  expe- 
diency and  coaaiitoiionality  10  b«  sjuaajmoat 
termi;  iheo^  if  Ibat  is  Ihe  fact,  the  OoosiiiniioD 
is  a  nnlHiy  in  itndf;  Congreis  bas  nothing  10  re- 
strain ibem  but  their  judjtneni.  Tbef  are  fullv 
at  libeny  10  adopt  any  measure  ihey  may  ihink. 

S roper,  under  the  sweeping  clause  of  providing 
)r  the  common  defence  nnd  general  welfare. 
Sir^  much  eooSdeoce  as  I  have  in  ConBress,  at' 
ter  wiinesslng  ihe  fluerDiiloDi  and  TJbratloaa  ihii 
have  ^ni«d  in  review  for  several  sessions  past,  1 
am  atraid  your  Republicsn  Gnverameoi  would 
be  prostrated,  your  liberties  would  be  shorily  at  an 
end.  Oenllemeo  talkof  repubhcaninn — they  say 
they  are  r«al  Ararriclns  in  priociple,  and  would 
go  aojr  lengths  that  was  necessary,  in  defeodinf 
our  rights  against  oppression — and,  sir,  at  the 
same  nine  are  doing  ihe  very  ihiniir  our  laitiog 
and  iareterate  enemy,  Britain,  would  wish  ihem 
10  do;  and  Ihe  very  thing,  if  adopted,  thai  will 
streo|!then  her  power,  and  inevitably  accelerate 
Ihe  dissolution  of  Oorernmenl.  What  did  that 
able  slaiesmin  say,  who,  with  som«  Benilemen, 
has  been  contidered  atinosi  oracularf  I  mean 
■ir.  Witliatn  Piit.  Speaking  of  the  Ametican 
poticy:  "Letthemadojtliheir  fundlDgi>ysicm,and 
go  into  iheir  banking  msiiiuiions,  aod  their  )nde~ 
pendene«  is  a  mere  phantom."  £iir,-keepelose  to 
your  chartered  ■nihomies,  or  the  most  direfnt 
evils  await  you.  If  you  are  at  liberty  in 
that  instrument,  on  which  the  perpeinity  of  your 
civil  liberty  depends,  iuio  any  shape  ihe  caprice 
of  party  may  tbink  proper,  |ou  may  eaJcolate  00 
your  boasted  insiiintions  being  of  but  snort  dura- 
tion. If  your  CoostituliDn  Is  defective,  amend 
it.  The  manner  is  poiaied  out,  and  which  itcer- 
lainly  mnch  fflfer,  than  10  slideinto  ibe  diR|Cr- 
OtlS  doeirlneof  implicatioe.  If  you  can  rrruliiply 
and  Jink  together  remole  implications,  yon  may 
from  the  same  parity  of  reasoning  take  in  every 
object  of  legislation  that  comes  within  the  whole 
scope  of  the  political  sphere. 

Sir,  it  is  not  only  astonishing,  but  painful,  to 
heboid  gentlemen,  who  on  former  oecasioas  were 
loud  sgainst  the  doctrine  of  cousiru«tive  irawers, 
now  iiB  warmest  advocates.  They  come  forward 
with  the  greatest  ardor  imaginable,  in  support  of 
a  measure  that  has  noihing  in  the  CoDtbiutron 
on  which  they  can  bntiom  li,  withont  laying  bold 
of  the  dangerous  doctrine  of  implioaiion.  The 
Federal  gentlemen  have  the  same  jusiiBciiion  for 
Ihe  adoption  of  ibis  meamre  Ihst  Ihey  had  for 
Ibe  adoption  of  the  alien  and  sedition  laws.  The 
doctrine  of  implied  powers  will  hvld  tham  oat. 


But,  ur,  their  objeel  is  lo  poll  down  the  Adnin- 
isiraiion  and  Kepublicaeisia— our*  to  support  it. 
The  miaoriiy  ia  not  responsible;  the  majority 
has  the  whole  responiibiliiy  on  their  shoulders; 
consequenily  ought  to  act  with  great  ciioumipee- 
lion.  Sir,  what  were  the  causes  ihst  produced  % 
dianee  of  adminisiration  1  Was  it  not  Cunstim- 
lionalenroRchmentsaod  abuses?  Host  unqura- 
lionably  it  was.  And  wilt  gentlemea  wanionly- 
sieer  their  bark  against  the  same  rock,  on  wkictk> 
ihe  former  AdminisUalion  split  1  Rest  asuored, . 
sir,  that  Ihe  people  of  the  Uuitad  States  will  not 
lamely  look  on  and  see  iheir  sacred  bill  of  righta 
trampled  under  foot.  No,  sir;  when  ibey  dis- 
covera  disposition  in  the  public  agents  10  frilter- 
away  iheir  Constitution  into  a  mere  cypher,  ihey 
will  rise  in  iheir  majesty,  and  in  a  Consiituiionsti 
way  apply  the  proper  correetire.  Thej^  will  leUi 
you,  gen  ilea 


emen,  that  you  hare  betrayed  Ihe  UUit. 
I  you,  by  abusing  Ihe  power*  delegatcdi 
to  you  ;  that  voa  must  sive  place  to  more  able 


reposed  in  you,  by  abusing  Ihe  power*  delegatcdi 
to  you  ;  that  voa  must  sive  place  to  more  ~'-'~ 
and  safer  hanoa  to  steer  the  national  bitk. 


Well,  sir,  as  to  expediency,  we  are  told  thai  it 
eviiabte  ruin  would  follow  a  refusal  to  renew  the 
charier  of  ibe  Bank  of  ihe  United  Siatei,  as  it  ia 
lEHproperly  called.  Pray,  sir,  in  what  way  bar* 
the  Vniied  Slates  a  single  cent  of  money  or  in- 
terest in  ibis  bank  T  Certainly  none.  Does  she 
not  merely  lend  ber  name,  and  by  that  foster  smo- 
ulationl  Most  uaijuesiionably  »fae  does.  For, 
air,  I  can  view  it  io  no  other  lig hi,  ibao  a  eom- 
plete  system  of  specolation.  A  system,  sir,  that 
has^raioeda  considerable  portion  of  your  pracioaa 
melals  from  your  country.  Has  there  not,  withia 
Iras  then  twenty  years,  nearly  nineteen  milUona 
of  dollars,  dividends  arising  from  this  coloasal 
bank,  been  principally  sent  ouc  of  the  country  to 
fatten  the  £urope«n  sbareholderi,  who  are  Uie 
principal  stockholders  7  For,  sir,  I  believe  it  will 
not  be  denied,  that  aboai  tbree-foorihs  of  ibis  tea 
nitllioa  capital  beloags  10  foreigners,  and  princi- 
pally to  ibe  citizens  of  the  ieland  of  Britain  ;  the 
balance,  in  all  probability,  principally  lofaer  agents 
and  partisans  in  ihis  couotry.  For  1  recolleoi 
00  a  former  occaaioo,  a  gentleman  from  V if 
:  laid  a  reiotuiiott  on  ibe  table  for  coosidera- 
tbat  coBtcraplaled  makiag  the  shareholders 

to,  and  that  eiiraordioary   opposition  was 

manifested  by  theotber  side  of  the  House;  lpre> 
sDoie,  lest  the  measure  should  become  more  un- 
popular, when  it  was  ascertaioed  tbat  nearly 
[be  whole  of  the  capital  atock  belonged  to  Britain 

Mr.  Speaker,  money  i*  naturally  calculated  to 
command  infioenee.  Then  what  muti  be  th^in- 
Auence  wielded  by  this  tea  milliooa  of  capita*  ia 
Ihe  bosom  of  our  country,  and  held  principally 
by  our  lasting  and  inveterate  enemy  1  This  u 
of  the  engines,  and  no  Incoosidersble  one, 
is  set  to  work,  in  order  lo  overtara  civil  lib- 
erty, aod  Which  will,  io  all  probability,  unleaa 
het^d  by  timely  rasistance,  go  leof^ihs  in  pro- 
luciogthe  effiect:  and,  sir.  from  the  ioaueiice  it 
las'  already  obuined  in  different  section*  of  tb« 
Uoion,  atid  ihe  ardent  manner  it  is  advocawj,  I  • 
should  ooi  beatirprlsMl,  if  ih«  »«i«wal  of  th*  Bhw 
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ter  ibdold  Ukc  plaea— if  it  iboold  altiiB«(«lr 
iDkke  iu  war  into  ibe  National  Couneili.  Let 
cmtlemen  reflect  on  the  bardibood  ofibe  af«DU 
•uf  tbi(  bank.  They  come  forward  in  ih«  face  of 
the  natioD  and  openlf  offer  to  bribe  iti  counctU 
witb  upward*  of  a  millioo  of  dollars  for  (he  re- 
tiewal  of  tbe  charter ;  for,  sir.  I  may  be  wrong, 
■but  I  cao  view  it  in  no  olber  liftht  iban  ai  a  bribe 
in  order  to  obuin  ibe  name  and  sanction  of  OoT- 
crn men 1 10  carry  on  their  deiiTuctivesprcotatiaai. 
I  bare  no  duobi  but  that  George  the  Third  ii  a 
principal  itockfaolder  in  this  bank,  and  I  belieTe, 
<  rather  ihaa  not  sneceed  in  obtainiiig  ■  renewal  of 
tbe  charier,  that  be  would  eutboriie  hit  agent  in 
tbia  countrjr  to  bid  up  leveial  inilliang :  becluse, 
'sir,  he  has  never  pardoned  ni  lioce  our  indepen- 
•dence,  and  by  thia  mean*  lie  would  neeeiaarily 
^xleulaie  on  effecinaiiog  hi*  nefarjoni  pnrpoie*  of 
nTerturoiag  yont  <}ore>nmeni  and  bitngiog  you 
under  his  power  again,  end  which  would  be  a 
moeh  safer  method  than  eoeounUring  the  Amer- 
icana in  arms,  ior  of  ihkt  be  became  eilremely 
tired  when  we  were  In  a  slate  of  infancy. 

But  it  is  said,  that  Ibia  bank  can  be  ofinBoite 
aeiTice  to  Gofernmentj  is  racking  her  depoeiie* 
in,  and  in  case  of  neceuiiy  lo  borrow  money  from, 
to  answer  goremxDental  purpose*.  Indeed, sU.  if 
we  continue  temporizing  and  playing  tbe  loaisg 
g»Be  much  longer,  wc  will  hare  but  liule  to  de> 
poaile,  .  And  would  it  not  be  as  safe  to  make  the 
depesiles  in  some  of  [be  Slate  bank*  as  in  this 
fareign  b*ok  1  For  we  mnit  be  in  a  desperate 
idtBBiioii  indeed.if  it  would  not  be  equally  as  safe 
to  trust  oureelre*  a*  to  trast  foreigoeii,  and  th« 
Tery  one*  who  are  opprewing  ik,  and  whoee  in- 
tareit  a*  well  as  iQclioatiou  is  to  oppren  us  in 
every  imaginable  way.  And,  air,  as  to  the  ob- 
tainiag  ef  loans  in  case  of  emergency,  I  would 
Daucb  rather  be  dependent  on  my  own  Qorera- 
ment— on  the  citizen*  ef  my  own  OorernmeDi, 
than  a  foreign  Ooiernmrnt  or  it*  agents,  and  e*^ 

nially  one  tbst  is  at  war  with  us  {  ibr  I  de«n 
iniamoant  to  war,  when  they  are  perpetually 
plandering  our  property,  impressing  and  Hl-treat- 
ing  oar  countrymen,  at  welt  as  depriving  us  of 
important  ioberent  lighti,  the  liberty  of  the  seas. 
This  meanre  perhaps  may  be  a  eonreniency  in 
our  fiscal  concerns,  in  the  collection  and  trans* 
misiion  of  rerenue ;  but,  sir,  there  is  no  danger 
of  the  wheel*  of  Oof  ernraeol  being  tlopped  for  it. 
And,  sir,  I  should  regret  ezircmely,  if  it  was  at 
haa  been  iDBioualed,  that  the  existence  of  our 
OoTeroinent  depended  DO  foreign  capitali  I  should 
regret  eziremely  indeed,  if  we  held  our  righia, 
pnTilegev,  and  independence,  on  ao  unceriain  a 
tnure.  No,  sir;  in  my  mind  QuTernmeni  can  be 
carried  on  eqaalljr  a*  well  withoai  Ibi*  darling 
bank  as  with  it ;  ihecefbre  it  it  time  to  abandon 
tbi*  destrnctiTe  tysteia.  I  confets,  sir,  that  I  am 
not  very  fararably  ditpowd  lo  banking  inuiiu- 
tiona ;  I  *iew  them  ai  in  direct  hostility  with  tfaa 

Erinciple*  of  our  Oofernment.  But  if  we  must 
are  bank*,  in  tbe  name  of  common  sense,  let  as 
bare  a  bank  of  oar  own,  with  home  capital  and 
'Bot  foreign,  and  ona  that  will  itot  import  foreign 
'"" -for  Oftd  kttoir*  wa  bava  enough  of  it 


among  us  alpeady-^tnd  oae  that  will  aM  extract 
Ibe  wealth  from  your  country  and  export  it  nor 
undermine  the  fouadation  of  yosr  libecty.  Well, 
«ir,  on  whom  is  this  rain,  that  i*  spoken  of  in  •nch 
lirely  colors,  to  fall  1  Why,  sir,  it  is  to  fall  on  a 
few  speculating  merchants,  who  hava  been  so  in- 
cautious  at  to  become  ioToWed  in  debt,  in  conse- 
quence of  wishing  to  carry  on  extensive  specula- 
tions,  therefore  borrowed  freely  of  this  foieign 
bank,  ibe  calling  for  which  mm*  would  in  all 
probability  bring  on  bankrnpieiea.  Theae  are  not 
the  people  that  I  would  make  any  considerable 
sacrifice  for.  The?  aio  not  deserving  it.  Qov- 
ernmeDl  hat  alreaily  made  very  couiderablc sac- 
rifices in  attempting  to  eonply  with  tbeiiiBemo- 
rials  and  peiitione  respecting  tbe  proieetioa  of 
commerce:  and  how  have  they  been  rewarded  1 
Why,  sir,  by  flying  in  the  face  of  authority  nni 
trying  to  bring  the  laws  of  Government  into  rid- 
icule. Yet  they  are  tbe  few  that  are  to  be  favored 
at  tbe'expeoieof  the  many.  But  notwitbsiandisg 
their  reprehensible  Gandaci,  there  are  respcfitable 
ezceptiooa.  1  speak  of  the  speculator,  not  of  the 
honeM  and  fair  trader. 

1  wish  not  to  be  considered  an  eaeuy  to  com- 
merce. The  reverie  i*  tha  &eL  I  am  a  friend 
to  it  to  a  eertain  extent ;  as  ati  auxiliary  to  agti- 
cuhore;  but  I  never  wish  to  see  it  have  the  aa- 
ccndency  in  Oovarement,  to  sway  the  National 
Councils,  and  give  law. 

But,  sir,  if  tfaa  evils  will  be  to  great  at  tbi*  time 
on  a  faitture  to  renew  the  charter,  what  will  tbey 
beat  thaendof  twenty  years,  the  time  coBlempla- 
1^  to  extend  it  %  For  it  is  reasoaaUe  to  suppose, 
that  the  evrl  will  increwe  in  equal  ratio  foriwentj 
year*  to  come,  at  it  has  for  twenty  year*  past. 
Agreeable  to  tbi*  a  renewal  will  be  laaiamount 
to  a  perpetaaiioB  j  for,  agreeable  lo  the  dociriae 
beM  forth  by  geo^mea,  a  failure  then  to  renew 
the  charter  would  engolpk  the  GoTernmeot  ia 
ruin,  and  overturn  tbe  fabric  of  liberty.  Who 
are  lo  be  favored  pariieularly  by  tbe  coatiBuaaee 
of  tbi*  dettruetiveeyttera  1  The  speculating  mer- 
cantile class,  I  may  say  exclumvelv.  And,  sir,  if 
they  increase  ia  eziravagaace  anil  arri^nce  foe 
twenty  year*  lo  come  in  equal  ratio  with  what 
they  have  for  a  few  ycara  pa*L,  noibino  will  sat- 
isfy them  ihort  of  swaying  the  NatioMrCouacil)^ 
and  giving  law  to  (jh)verameDt,and  making  every- 
thing so^rve  to  their  cupidity.  Sir,  I  hold  com- 
merce etsenlially  neoeesary,  and  would  go  as  far 
a*  reason  would  justify  in  the  protection  of  it,  but 
I  am  for  keeping  it  directly  within  the  pale  of 
reason,  and  not  snffering  i(  lo  drown  everything 
in  Ibe  whirlpool  of  its  power. 

Are  not  Government  well  aware  Ibii  this  brga 
foreign  eaptial,  in  (he  boaom  of  onr  country,  hat 
an  ezlraordioary  inflneoce  in  certain  sections  of 
the  Union  in  our  elections,  the  keeping  which 
pure  ought  t9  be  an  object  of  the  tint  magnitude  1 
How  was  it,  sir,  formerly  in  NewYork?  Did  they 
not,  in  coDwquenoa  of  Ibis  moneyed  aristocracy, 
^ive  complete  tone  to  the  elections?  and,  sir,  waa 
It  cheeked  until  Burr  sucrepiitiontly  obtained  tbe 
MaDhnttno  Bank,  under  tbemaik  ol  waleriog  the 
aity,  whiob  fbtmed  a ooQotar balance  1  And  wba& 
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.  1  yoar  el«et)OB«,  you  mif 

neecuartl^  calenltwon  lUHNktog  iia  way  iulo 

SvT  National  CaoDAtla]  then  «*«rjrthiiiy  must 
nd  to  thia  moosUoaa  vpeesluiog  iasiiiutioa, 
joat  CoDuilutiDii:  not  exoeptvd. 

It  will  b«  uid,  DO  doDbt,  ■■  I  am  from  (b<^ 
Wert,  where  baolu  an  aot  cooliiioii,  that  I  am 
UBScquaioted  with  the  nature  and  opeTaiioas  af 
baokiBK  iaitiiuiioM.  Sir,  I  do  not  pretend  to  go 
iato  detail ;  practioally  I  ackoowledi^  I  am  uo- 
acquaiated  witbibem;  mjr  information  od  sab- 
jecta  of  this  kind  ia  priacipally  ifaeoretical,  But, 
air,  I  am  aufficieoily  aoquaisted  with  the  nature 
•Dd  opiratioB  of  tttem  to  eonvisee  mi  tiMt  thef 
are  lynems  of  ipeciilalion,  caieulaled  lo  luit  ilie 
speeutatiog  and  mcTcaoiile  claia  al  tbe  expense 
ot  the  agrienhu rials — at  the  eapeiue  of  tbosa 
wbo  are  the  tupport  and  (beet  anchor  afyoui 
GoTernmenh  How  it  it.  lir,  when  your  banka 
break,  which  bai  been  tW  caM  in  •eferd  in- 
uances,  in  aame  at  the.Kastern  States?  The 
Farmcn'  Bichaage  Back  of  Rho^e  Island,  when 
ii  was  ripped- up,  had  but  some  odda  of  forty  dol- 
lars in  its  vaults.  The  Berlubire  and  Nurihamp- 
ton  beak,  both  of  NIasncbuwIts,  when  their 
Taulti  were  exatbined,  one  bad  perhaps  thirty  or 
forty  dollars  in  it,  the  other,  1  believe,  was  en- 
tirely empty;  and  tbe  Coo*  Bank,  (I  beliere  it 
was  called,)  of' New  Hampshire,  was  oaBily  in 
the  same  aitUBtioD,  aitd  ibonsaiKUsr  their  bills  in 
eirculatioa  at  the  time.  Well,  sir,  wbo  were  the 
sntferer*?  The  note  holders,  tha  people  at  lar^. 
And,  sir,  as  it  is  a  system  of  speculation,  when 
llMy  hare  emitted  bills  to  iba  amount  of  iheir 
limitatioci,  where  they  are  limited,  they  may 
break  (as  the  saying  isV  full  banded,  and  the 
weight  of  tbe  ehoek  falls  on  the  note  holdeii, 
wbo  are  prioeipallr  agrienltuiisLs,  aa  they  com • 
pose  eight-tenths  of  the  people. 

But,  air,  the  aeeoants  of  the  specula lioas,  im- 
posittona,  and  I  mosl  add,,  s  wind  ling  and  coirup- 
tioBB,ihat  have  been  praotised  lathe  East,  nader 
tbe  bead  of  banks,  h«ve  reached  tbe  West,  and 
the  peopte,  notwithstanding  they  have,  by  some 
of  the  Baettro  gentry,  been  deemed  scarcely  iaa 
Slate  of  civilization,  nave  lynpathiaad  with  their 
Baitein  friends,  and  have  regretted  that  turpi' 
tude  had  become  so  deeply  rooted  in  the  East,  it 
tha  line  of  banking,  where  all  but  exclusive  ciri 
lizatian  was  daimed,  and  which  has  made  them 
eaaliously  guard  against  ibe  possibility  of  being 
engulpbed  in  a  similar  voilex.  But,sir,  if  gentle- 
■nea  would  east  their  eyes  emphatically  over  the 
history  of  the  West,  I  suspect  they  would  d 
only  Sad  civilization,  but  pure  patriotism  ;  pan 
otiun,  sir,  that  would  not  fads  before  the  sui  . 
they  would  find  ibe  people  unaontamiaated  with 
foreign  partialities,  prejedice,  or  iafiueoee,  and 
where  the  latt  torch  of  liberty  would  be  held  up 
on  tbe  eonttaent  as  a  teuor  to  tyrants. 

Mr.  Speaker,  perhaps  I  am  mistaken,  but  I 
view  this  measure  as  ine  greateel  teat  of  political 
priaciple  thai  baa  been  on  tbe  carpet  for  many 
years  back,  and  if  adopted,  fedeulism,  or  if  gen- 
tlemen please,  aristocracy,  will  regularly  tHO^ress, 
and  finally  obuia  tlwaseeiuleaey;  repubueaaiam 


Sro 
insiiiuiioet  will  only 
figure  in  ibe  pa«et  of  history,  like  aneieBi  r«pub-> 
lies,  as  a  mourcful  moouskent  of  the  fall  of  man, 
and  a  sorrowful  memento  of  his  degraded  condi- 
lioa:  therefore,  in  my  mind  the  adopiioD  of  thia 
measure  would  seem  like  commiitmg  a  most 
horrid  ueason  againii  the  principles  of  the  Con* 
stituiion  and  civil  liberty,  eoneequenliy  1  consider 
:ly  tbe  true  in^rest,  but  the  bouoden  duty 
of  every  man  wbo  has  any  pretensjons  to  friend- 
sbip  for  the  American  Qovernmeot,  or  civil  lib- 
erty, to  assist  in  siranijliiig  this  infant  Hercules 
ID  the  cradle,  or  at  least  preventing  it  from  com- 
ing to  maturity.  If  ibis  measure  was  only  cal- 
culated to  perpetusie  the  memory  of  its  founder, 
I  should  not  so  much  object  to  it,  but  then  I 
ihould  think  it  onnecestary  and  improper;  bul^ 
ir,  it  will  do  more,  it  will  fuiiber  the  views  ot 
Federalism  by  increasing  their  power,  and  assist 
thera  in  orerturning  the  preseai  system  of  gov* 
irnment,oa  the  ruiiisof  which  itaey  will  calculate 
on  raining  one  more  congenial  lo  Iheir  purposes. 

Mr.  Speaker,  from  my  present  impresiiana,  I 
think  it  would  be  more  advisable,  if  the  British 
Qoveromeni  should  not  rescind  their  deslruciive 
measurGS  affecting  our  rights,  and  do  us  justice, 
rather  than  renew  ihe-ebaner  (^  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  as  it  is  called,  Ibeeeby  furthering 
their  views  on  this  country,  to  lay  our  hand  oa 
the  capital  stock,  or  at  least  sa  mucb  aa  belongs  to 
the  oitizcns  of  tbe  Island  of  Britain^  in  order  to 
indemnify  us  in  part  for  ihedamagaa  wehavesua< 
taioed  byfiiitisb  outrages;  and,  il  it  becomes  ne- 
cessary, (as  I  presume  it  will,)  to  make  use  of  it 
in  defraying  the  expenses  nacesmry  in  the  sub- 
jogation  of  the  North  American  provinces,  which 

ill  have  to  be  resorted  to,  if  you  wish  lo  give 
peace  to  the  land.  For  I  have  no  hesitationla 
saying,  that  while  this  large  foreign  capital  is  la 
existence  io  your  country,  and  tiie  Biitish  bold 
their  North  American  possessions,  that  Britisb 
principles  will  be  disseminated,  that  Federalism,' 
if  eentlemen  like  the  term  better,  Aristocracy, 
wLU  regularly  pragrees  and  finally  convuka  your 
Government  to  its  centre.  Yod  may  rest  assured, 
sir,  that  if  the  charter  of  tbe  Back  of  tbe  United 
States  in  renewed,  it  wilt  prove  a  powerful  wea- 
pon in  the  hands  of  our  enemies,  and  will  be  cal- 
culated lo  rule  the  Government,  instead  of  the 
Government  ruling  itself.  Thett,  sir,  is  it  not 
high  lime  that  ibe  accounts  of  this,  colossal 
KpecbUting  institution  should  be  suffered  to  close, 
by  letting  the  charter  expire  on  the  ihird  of 
March  oexi,  that  we  may  know  whether  ibis 
Diana  of  the  Epbesiani  be  a  goddess  of  solid 
silver,  or  otily  of  clay  silvered  over? 

Sir,  much  has  been  said  about  tbe  want  of 
capital.  If  genllemea  would  east  their  eyes 
around  and  examine  our  resources,  they  must  be 
fully  apprized  that  we  hare  capital  adequate,  and 
beyond  our  wants;  then  is  it  not  lime  to  eui 
asunder  those  ieading-«tiinj;s,  by  which  corrup- 
tion has  ted  credulity  1  Yes,  sir,  it  is  not  only 
lime  that  we  should  have  ihe  name  ol  treemen, 
but  be  BO  in  reality. 
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'  Sir,  in  juslfcv  to tn;r  01")  feelings, Mdthflflitnre 
pronperiiy  ofiDf  cotintr/,  [  am  bound  to  rote  in 
iBTor  of  coDcurriDg  witb  the  CommitiK  of  Ihe 
Whole  in  slriklDs  out  the  first  seetjoa  of  (he  bill. 
Mr.  Key.— Mr.  Speaker,  this  House,  in  Com- 
mitipe  of  ibe  Whole,  bavins  Biruek  out  the  fifat 
•eciibn  of  the  bill  In  relalioa  to  Ihecbirter  of  tbe 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  thefebf  defeated 
tbe  bill)  and  this  House  being  called  upon  t 
concur  with  or  reject  the  vole  uf  the  Committei 
a  quesiion  of  the  atmosl  magailude  and  impoi 
lance  ia  presented  to  our  consiileratioa.  Few 
subjects  more  deeply  affect  the  welfare  and  pros- 
perity of  our  country,  and  none  deserves  a  more 
calm  and  temperate  investigation.  I  shall  not 
attempt  tu  excite  the  feelings  of  tbe  House  by 
paioting  the  scenes  of  distress  that  will  probably 
now  from  B  non-renewal  of  Ibe  charter,. but  ad- 
dress myself  entirely  to  your  underMaDdingi. 

All  parties  seem  to  concur  in  the  oiility  and 
coDTenietice  of  ibe  bank  to  aid  the  collection  and 
payment  of  our  lazes  and  revenue,  to  salV-keep 
ibe  amonnt  and  distribute  it  when  wanted.  But 
many  deoy  that  we  have,  under  the  ConEtiiotion, 
a  right  to  incorporate  a  bank  erea  for  lucli  cir- 
cnmsiances.  I  have  listened  with  fdeasure  lothe 
arguments  urged  bv  those  who  deny  tbe  right, 
and  have  weighed  tnem  with  attention,  and  m- 
liciiing  Ihe  same  indalgence  from  them  in  return, 
I  do  Dot  despair  of  producing  oonvtetion. 
1  shall  contend  tRat  we  have  a  right  to  create 

■  National  Bank,  and  that  it  is  our  duty  to  do  so 
to  avoid  the  general  calamity  that  will  result  I 
Ibe  coDntry  if  we  fail  to  do  it.  \  beg  of  centli 
men  to  take  tbe  ConstilDlion  in  ibeir  hands,  and 
follow  me  step  fay  «tep,  while  I  demonstrate  Ihe 
existence  of  the  right. 

The  eighth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the 
ConslitutioD  coniaitts  the  grant  of  powers  given 
to  Congress  to  enable  ii  to  conduct  the  affair*  of 
-the  Union.  The  powers  given  are  enumerated 
aod  specified,  being  eighteen  in  nninber.  In  the 
Aral  we  find  these  words:  "The  Congress  shall 
'  have  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  im- 

■  pests,  and  excises,  to  pay  tbe  debts  and  provide 
'  for  tbe  comtDOn  defence  and  general  welfare  of 
'the  United  States;  but  all  dutiex,  imposts,  and 
'  excises,  sball  be  uniform  throughout  the  United 
'  States."  These  words  give  to  the  United  States 
a  definite,  eiplh:it  power  "  to  lay  and  collect  taxes, 
duties,  imposts,"  Sk.;  the  only  qualificBiion  of 
Ihe  power  is,  that  the  duties  and  imposts,  not  the 
taxes,  shall  be  uniform.  The  eighteenih  enu- 
merated power  is,  "  for  Congress  to  make  all  laws 
'  wbjcb  shall  be  necessary  and  proper  for  carry- 

'  inK  into  execotion  the  foregoing  powers,"  &c. 

The  powers  thus  giyen  to  Cong^ress  are  sover- 
eign in  their  naiijre,  nod  explicit  in  their  terms 
of  grant ;  but  the  jealousy  and  provident  wisdom 
of  the  frimers  of  the  Coustitution,  knowing  that 
the  power  might  be  abused  in  its  exercise,  have, 
io  the  ninth  section  of  the  first  article,  enumer- 
ated seven  specific  limitations  or  reiirictlons  of 
the  powers  previously  givcD.  The  ^ant  of  power 
ia  ID  affirmative  terms ;  the  reftTietiona  are  in 
negative  terms. 


Tbe  general  grant  of  poirer*tolay  Kad  eolleel 
taxes  and  imposts."  fto.,  ^iven  ia  the  eif  hih  s 
lion,  is  thus  reKtrieted  in  the  ninth:  **  No  capiii- 
lion  or  other  direct  tax  shall  be  laid  noleMia 
proportion  to  the  census,"  Ax;. ;  2d.  '-'No  tax  or 
duty  shall  be 'laid  on  a  nicies  exported  fromiBT 
Slate."     It  is  a  sound-rnte  of  coDstfuction,  and  » 
founded  ia  common  sense  as  well  as  windon,  that 
where  a  grant  creates  a  general  power,  and  ean- 
merates  exceptions  to  its  exercise,  that  tbe  expm- 
sion  and  enumefBtionof  thoMexceptiosEapente 
to  exclude  all  others  {  because,  having;  «xe^ioM 
in  view,  and  having  specified  some,  it  demon- 
strates that,  if  others  had  been  intended,  they 
would  also  have  been  expressed;  (his  rale  ii  w 
true  thit'it  has  long  been  a  maxim  that  "fif 
pretaio  vniu*  est  exdmio alteriu*,*  and  gorerm 
tbe  constrnetion  bf  all  grants  and  inaialmenis  ia 
public  or  in  private  life.     lam  (hen  vrarrantrd 
in  saying,  that  the  grant  of  power  "to  lay  lad 
collect  taxes  and  imposts,  &e.,  provided  the  lat- 
ter are  uniform,"  ia  fettled  or  reatrieted  by  no 
other  limitation  than  the  two  abore  cxprcsaed  ja 
the  ninth  section;  and  it  follom  tfant  we  caa 
make  any  laws  necessary  and  proper  to  by  raxe^ 
if  we  do  BOt  violate  the  resinctione  iaterdieu'ag 
us  from  laying  a  tax  on  eijMrts,  and  a  capitation 
tax,  contrsry  to  the  proporiion  of  (he  ceesai. 

Mr.  Speaker,  an  honorable  gentleman  ftom 
Virginia,  on  the  Consiilutional  question^  liaiits 
the  power  of  Congress  by  what  1  call  an  mierpo- 
laiion  in  the  CatisiiiBtion.  Tbe  words  of  that 
instrument  expressly  give  Congresa  the  power 
''  to  lay  and  collect  Iixes,"  and  "  to  nuke  all  laws 
necessary  and  proper"  to  carry  those  poicera  into 
effect;  but  tbe  honorable  gentleman  adds,  thai 
"necessary"  meant  indispensably  neceaanry.  T» 
his  I  answer,  that  the  word  indispen^ble  is 
ot  used  in  the  Constitiltioti ;  tbe  words  oaadare 
tuetMory  and  proper.  The  error  into  frbieli 
that  frentleman  and  an  honotahte  member  from 
New  York  hare  fallen,  is  a  want  of  precise  meaa> 
ing  of  the  terms  Ihef  nse,  or  rather  con fo a nding 
two  things  in  iheir  nature  esientially  different 
They  confound  tbe  means  or  mode  by  which  aa 
end  is  attained  with  the  end  itself,  and  nothing 
can  be  more  erroneous.  The  end,  or  power 
n,  is  to  lay  and  collect  tnxe*  and  pay  the 
public  debts ;  the  power  to  make  laws  necessary 
and  proper  to  effect  that  end  is  also  given,  and 
consists  in  devising  and  eatabiiithing  the  meais 
of  accomplishing  it.  The  means  to  accomplish 
the  end  are  do  where  restricted.  All  the  restric- 
tions are  upon  the  power.  The  means  or  node 
by  which  the  collection  is  to  he  effected,  is  left 
'  e  wisdom  and  discretion  of  Congress  makiuf 
eeessBry  and  proper  lawa  for  that  p 
lay  down  this  proposition  as  universally  triie,  that 
wnere  a  power  is  given  to  do  a  particular  act,  as 
'  to  lay  and  collect  taxes  and  pay  the  public  debi," 
bat  it  necessarily  results  that  the  party  to  do  the 
iCt  may  do  it  by  any  mode  or  me«DS  he  plenss 
(if  more  means  than  one  erist,)  if  sticb  mode  ot 
means  are  not  probibitcd;  and  I  fnrtber  atate 
that  the  party  in  executing  the  power  is  impen* 
'.ivdy  bonnd  to  use  tht  rneau  but  adapted  to  nc- 
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eotnpliih  tlu  «n4.  If,  (hon,  whkh  smois  g«ne- 
rmlljr  adniltcd,  a  bank  is  uNful  and  mommt;  id 
the  eoUcciion  of  laxw  and  iaip(Mt«,aiid  payment 
of  the  public  debt,  aod  is  the  best  mode  of  effeet- 
■DfT  >t,  the  crcaiionof  a  bank  for  such  pnrpoacsis 
de&aiielf  withtD  the  pawex  «f  Coagren ;  aad, 
more,  it  is  the  beuodeti  duty  of  Coogree*  to  estab- 
lish it,  because  ibey  ate  booad  to  adopt  the  beM 
practicable,  or  in  otherwoTdi  neceiMrjr  aad  proper, 
iD«Bna  to  collect  the  tax  and  imposts. 

If  more  maans  than  one  extsi  ivtnrj  a  power 
into  rfieet,  aejlhet  can  be  said  to  be  indispensa- 
bly DecHsarr,  becaoae  either  majr  be  adopted  lo 
the  exclusion  of  the  othei ;  and  inii  mode  of  rca- 
Boniag  pushed  la[pfeves,lhat,  where  more  raeans 
than  one  exitt  to  execute  power,  the  power  is  a 
dead  letter. 

Thai  the  creation  of  •  bank  b  a  means  to  ex> 
cite  a  giren  power,  atid  not  the  power  itself,  wilt 
follow  from  acareful  riewof  Uie  labjeci.  Here 
'  opponents  and  mfself  are  precisely  nl  issue. 
'  s  creation  of  the  hank  i;  a  power-" 


my  opponents  i 
They  say  the  c 


br  the  Coaititutioit.     I  s 


I  be  a 
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power  itself.  Let  sound  reasoning  test  ogr  prin- 
ciples— what  is  a  power,  hat  an  authority  to  al^ 
lain  a  given  end  1  What  is  the  power  given  in 
thin  ease  1  Let  the  Connituiioa  speak  for  iiaalf— 
'  'to  Uy  and  collect  taxes,  imposts,"  dtc^  and  pay 
the  pnolio  debts.  Now  (he  power  and  the  cod 
ue  express,  definite,  and  precise — there  b  bst  one 
power  and  one  end;  homan  insennity  ean  make 
no  iDOie  out  of  the  words  of  the  Gooelitatioa — 
bat  there'  are  m«Dy  ttmiis  by  whiak  (he  power 
may  be  executed,  by  which  ibe  end  may  bs.at- 
lajned,  and  those  msaiia  are  vested  in  CoDgress, 
by  the  power  expressly  girea  ihcm  "  to  inaEe  lU 
laws  necessary  and  proper  to  ezecHte  the  powers 
before  enumerated." 

Congress  is  a  body  politic  and  iacorporeal,  and 
must  IMC  some  ageac^  or  means  locarrya  power 
into  effect.  To  do  it  in  ibis  inatanee  by  the 
agency  of  a  bask  is  one  means;  to  do  il  by  the 
appointment  of  officers  to  colteel  the  taxes  ii 
other ;  to  make  the  debtors  ihcnseWes  pay 
the  Trcasary  is  a  third.  Now  is  it  not  aa  equal 
exercise  of  power,  to  create  and  appoint  officer* 
to  collect,  prescrre.  and  pay  away  public  money, 
as  io  create  a  bank  for  that  purpose  1  Tbe  power 
is  the  same,  though  exercised  in  a  different  way  ; 
but  the  mode  of  its  exercise  doea  not  affect  the 
nature  or  essence  of  the  power— ibi 
eleari  and  1  ask  geDtlemea,  in  the  sense  they  use 
tbe  word,  where  is  tbe  express  potrer  in  iheCoo- 
stitulioo  to  appoint  and  pay  officers  to  eolleci 
laxesl  Certainly  it  grcws  oat  of  tbe  down  "  to 
make  all  Jaws  necessary  aad  proper,"  Ac,  and  is 
no  where  else  to  be  foaod ;  then  the  necessary 
coostquence  is,  tbat  the  creation  of  a  bank,  or 
the  creation  of  officers,  to  collect  taxes  and  im- 
posts, &e^  is  not  B  Coastiiaiional  question,  bnt  of 
sonnd  discretion:,  as  most  suitable  to  promote  tbe 
public  good,  and  the  House  has  power  to  adopt 
either,  as  in  their  judgment  shall  be  foniMi  most 
necessary  and  proper. 
Now,  for  tbe  great  objeett  of  eeanomy  ia  aol^ 


lection,  safety  in  keeping  and  faeitily  of  paying 
il  away,  an  and  where  the  exigencies  of  Govern- 
ment require,  a  bank  has  a  decided  preference 
over  the  appointment  of  a  moliitude  of  officere, 
with  salaries  or  commissions;  the  chance  of  neg- 
ligence; the  risk  of  loss,  and  most  iosuperable 
difficulty  and  embarrassmeot  of  iranSmisBion  at 
home  or  abroad. 
I  (mat,  Mr.  Speaker,  thai  I  have  shown  that 
irrecily  viewed,  tbe  creation  of  a  baok  t*  a 
means,  not  an  original  power;  that,  as  a  Tneana 
)t  is  best  adapted  to  the  eod  or  exeraiion  of  the 
power,  and  that,  to  atisin'ihe  end,  a  full, eip'rcse, 
definite  grant  of  power  is  given  by  ibe  Coostito- 
lion.  But,  sir,  I  ask,  is  our  Oovemmeni  never  lo 
settle  down  to  stability — an  object  so  desirable 
and  so  intportaitt  to  tbe  beppinesi  of  the  people? 
If,  from  tbe  inezpliciiness  or  imperreeiioa  oftaa- 
guage,  doubts  have  existed,  which  have  been  d^ 
eided  br  the  ooncDrrence  of  this  Hoone,  the  Sen- 
ale,  and  the  illustrious  Washington,  in  ihe  exer- 
cise of  their  Constitutional  functions;  and  twenty 
yesrs  list  paSt  have  eibiblied  ■  practical  com- 
mentary on  the  Constitution,  ougnt  we  not  now 
CO  regard  it  as  sacred  ? 

Has  not  Conrress,  and  hire  not  all  the  States, 
sanerioned  the  legitimacy  of  the  bsok.  bypssaing 

Bnal  laws  against  counterfeiters  of  its  paperT 
Bvenotmsoy  of  the  judiciaries  inflicted  impris- 
onment and  deprivation  of  liberty  on  offenders 
onder  those  laws;  and  are  we  now  to  be  told, 
that  the  origiBal   law  which  induced  all   these 

Cinishroents  is  unconstitutional  and  of  course  no 
w7  But,  sir,  F  will  nocreposemy  argument  on 
tbefacioflbngacqaiescenceiotheStstp^norofac- 
quiescenoenirfer  the  Adminislrations  of  Washing- 
ton, Adsihs,  Jefferson,  end  Madiion ;  I  will  ad- 
vance a  step  fbttber,  and  show  that  ibis  House, 
under  the  Administration  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  ana 
tbat  Mr.  Jefferson  bimself  did  under  his  own  hand 
acknowledge  the  iegitiinacy,  and  eonxequently 
the  Constitutionally,  of  the  hank.  In  18M,  Mr. 
Nicholson,  of  Maryland,  made  a  report  anibor- 
izing  ihe  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  esiabllah 
an  office  of  discount  and  deposite  at  New  Orleans. 
A  bill  was  drawn,  it  passed  this  House,  it  psss> 
ed  the  Senate  and  was  signed  by  President  Jef- 
ferson the  day  it  was  presented  to  him.  It  waa 
entitled  "An  act  supplementary  lo  the  act  enti- 
tled an  act  to  JDCorporaie  the  sabseribers  10  the 
Bank  of  tbe  Untied  State*."  Here  let  us  pause — 
it  is  really  ludicrous,  lir,  lo  see  tbe  gravity  and 
wisdom  of  the  nation  engaged  in  pawing  a  io»- 
pleiUeni  to  an  unconstitutional  law.  One  would 
suppose,  sir.  that  if  the  original  law  was  brttught 
into  view,  if  deemed  neconstitutional,  the  object 
of  bringing  it  into  view  would  be  to  repeal  it— 
bat  what  was  the  fact  7  Why,  the  very  reverse 
took  place;  instead  of  repealing  it  they  enlarged 
tbe  powers  of  the  btnk. 

Now,  air,  I  call  on  honorable  tnen  to  answer 
me  with  precision— to  meet  two  questions  in  the 
teeth;  lit.  Was  it  not  as  unconaiiiuiidnal  to 
enlarge  the  powers  of  the  bank,  as  originally  to 
create  iti  Sd.  Is  not  the  enlargement,  so  far  aa 
it  goes,  a  ncwereatioD  of  power?    Oentleman 
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etaoot  sMape  from  tbwe  qonlioiK  bf  njiay 
thai  t be  bank  had  ibi*  power  before  ibe  act  of 
1804.  I  deny  it;  but  for  thejftke  of  argumeal, 
beit«o.  Tfa«Di  laik.whf  wBi  ihal  lupplBsieot 
paoed  1  And  was  not  the  paasa^c  of  ihc  lupple- 
■leDC  a  direct  affiriDatiTereeocDitiDD  of  the  power. 
if  already  in  the  bank,  and  to  gira  it  to  them,  if 
ther  bad  it  not? 

Sir,  1  will  Iroubk  tbe  Hone  do  longer  on  tbU 
part  of  the  tubject — I  irmt  I  hiva  ■ausfied  gea- 
llemen.ihat  we  hare  authority  to  create  a  bank 
UDder  the  CoDsliiutioD;  that  tbii  auihoritv  baa 
been  acted  on  by  Federal  and  Republican  adnun- 
iitraiionii  and  the  United  States  and  the  Siaiea 
bare  acquietced  in  it,  and  sanotioned  it  many 
years  without  marmor  or  remonatranee. 

Mr.  Key  then  proceeded  lo  ezamiae  Uie  ^uea- 
lion  on  ibe  ground  of  expediency,  &c. 

Mr.  PicKUAn.— I  aokuowledge,  lir,  that  I  feel 
Tery  aniioui  to  bave  the  charter  of  tbe  United 
States  Bank  renewed.  Not  from  any  penonal 
iacereil  which  I  bare  iberein — for  I  ha*e  none. 
Nor  from  a  regard  to  the  iotereit  of  the  Mock' 
ltolders,forleoa>Lder  that  very  unirapoTlant,wheD 
compared  with  the  interest  of  the  Qorcrnment, 
and  of  the  community.  This  queition  has  ac- 
quired an  arliGcial  imnoriaooe  from  the  manner 
in  which  it  was  originally  discussed  and  in  which 
it  has  been  discussed  at  ibis  time.  It  bas  been 
treated  as  a  great  CoBsittutiooHl  question,  when, 
accordtDK  to  my  view,  it  iarolve*  no  great  Con- 
■titutioaal  principle*.  logeamtT  has  surrounded 
it  with  a  mist  of  sopbisuy  which  has  obscured  it, 
and  presented  it  to  tbe  mental  eye  through  a  very 
delusire  medinra.  I  shall  not  attempt  to  fallow 
the  centleman  from  New  York  f  Mr.  Porteb)  in 
•U  nil  nice  and  ingenious  disiiactions  between 
the  power*  vested  in  the  Federal  and  Stale  Got- 
arnments,  dot  in  bis  metaphysical  reGu'emEat* 
on  objects,  ends,  powers,  aad  meant;  but  shall 
leave  that  task  lo  gentlemen  of  more  iodastrv  and 
more  talent  than  myself.  His  observations,  how- 
ever, on  the  position  laid  down  by  Ibe  late  Gene- 
ml  Hamilton,  in  his  celebrated  argumeat  on'  this 
aubject, appear  to  me  so  extraordiDary  that  I 
not  forbear  to  notice  them.  Tbe  position  is,  that 
arery  power  vetted  in  a  Government  i*  in  its  na- 
ture sovereign,  and  inclndet  by  force  of  the  term 
a  right  to  employ  all  tbe  means  requisite,  and 
fairly  applicable  to  the  attainment  of  the  end*  of 
(uch  power,  and  which  are  not  precluded  by  re- 
slriclions  and  escepiions  specified  in  tbe  Coni 
tulioa.  or  not  immoral,  oi  not  contrary  to  the 
■ential  ends  of  political  society.  And  to  prove 
that  the  powers  of  the  Federal  Ooverament,i 
its  objects,  are  sorereigo,  the  following  clau: 
the  Constitution  isconiidered  as  decisive  :  "That 
<  tbe  Constitution,  and  the  lews  of  the  United 
*  Slates  made  in  pursuance  of  it,  and  all  treaties 
'  made  or  which  shall  be  made  under  their  an' 
'  tbority,  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land.' 
Now  the  words  supreme  and  sovereign  aie  ty- 
nooymous  terms;  if  thete  be  any  diffeteDce,  ibe 
word  supreme  is  of  the  hisbest  import,  it  beios 
frequently  applied  to  tbe  Almighty  himself.  Bi" 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Ur,  Pobtsb)  i 
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dnerred  that  the  power  to  paM 
.  .  ijn-eme  law  doee  net  give  the  Qoveranieflt 
sovereign  power,  for  the  bigheec  law  wfaieh  anf 
Ooverameni  can  para  is  a  law  to  inflict  the  pa»- 
'  thment  of  death.  Tbe  sheriff  who  eierciset  thia 
aw,  said  be,  is  not  therefor*  possessed  «f  saver* 
eiga  power.  Certainly  B»t;  be  is  only  the  in- 
slrument  of  the  eovereiifn  power,  as  much  to  aa 
or  the  halier  with  which  he  exeeoMi  tlw 
sentence.  Bat  '^  (he  QoveramcDt  is  aot  eoref- 
eign  beaauee  ii  is  made  to  dupeai  in  eome  degree 
on  the  State  Legislatures" — if  they  wero  to  omit 
appoint  Setiatori  tbe  Gwentneit  wonld  die 
Datnral  death.  If  ibey  were  to  negleci  it  they 
would  violeie  their  oath  lo  sufport  the  Conttiin- 
taiion  of  ihe United  Slater.  Bnt  "  tbe  MVerana 
power  is  in  the  people."  The  sovereigik  aid  the 
physical  power  are  often  oDnfonnded  tt^ihet. 
The  people  in  their  oolleelive  enpaeiiy  are  at 
much  bound  by  the  immutable  inlet  of  jutiioe  ■* 
each  MM  it  in  bit  individual  capacity.  The  peo- 
]de  of  ihe  United  States  arc  noder  a  Conaciin- 
rional  and  moral  obligation  to  support  the  Fed» 
rat  Govef  nmeni — and  it  is  Boi  |>raper  to  presnm* 
that  they  will  omit  to  do  what  it  is  iheir  dotf  to 
do.  end  lonod  an  argument  on  anoh  presamption. 
But,  to  return  to  the  subject  of  the  baaii.  If 
we  consider,  sir,  what  are  the  purposes  for  which 
it  was  established,  and  What  are  the  privileses 
with  whiah  it  it  invested,  we  shall,  I  ibink,  find 
thct  tbe  former  are  not  only  Coastitniiotial,  bnt 
highly  neeessaiy,  proper,  and  osefnl,  and  that  the 
lilief  do  net  interfere  with  State  riglia.  Tb« 
OoBstiintion  of  the  United  SiaUs  tcms  Coa^rem 
with  tbe  power  "to  lay  and  eollect  tazea.dntiea," 
ifce.;  "to  pa  J,  tbe  debts,  and  to  provide  for  the 
common  defeeee  and  gcoeral  welfare  of  the  Uni- 
ted SiBiee,"  to  "  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of 
'  the  United  States,  lo  regulai*  commerce  with 


ind  proper  for  carrying  into  execDitoB  the  fore- 
<  going  pDwers."  It  is,  iherefwv,  the  right  and 
duty  nf  Congreta  to  facilitate,  and  to  render  aa 
oertaia  as  possible,  (he  colleetioa  of  the  rer^ 
one.    It  is  their  right,  and  their  duty,  to  provide 

flaeet  of  safe  deposiie  for  the  pnblie  moneya. 
t  is  their  duly  lo  diteharge  the  public  cngagn- 
roents  with  pDoctaality  and  good  faith,  and,  if 
possible,  lo  provide  tbe  means  of  transmitting 
the  public  moneys  from  one  place  ta  another,  as 
the  public  eiigenciet  may  require,  wiihont  tfa* 
risk  of  toss  to  the  United  Biaies.  Has  not  the 
bank  answered  all  these  highly  importani  and 
necessary  purposes  1  Can  they  be  lo  well  aoemu- 
plished  by  any  other  means?  I  presume  not,  for 
tbe  ingeonily  of  those  who  oppose  the  renewal 
of  tbe  charter — and  certainly,  sir,  they  bare  dis- 
played much  ingesaiiy — has  not  suggested  a 
Elausihle  suhstiiate.  It  is  surmised  that  the  putK 
c  moneys  may  be  transmitted  from  one  part  to 
another  in  specie,  which  may  becarried  by  land, 
or  sent  by  water  ia  Qoveromeni  vessel*,  or,  that 
it  may  be  done  by  tbe  prtvate  drafts  of  merchants. 
The  objeciions  to  these  modes  are  too  obvious  to 
tender  it  aMcatary  to  enumccate  thwn.    Itis auF- 
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tbe  Uoiied  States  to  frecjueni  Ioum,  «nd 
crnmeot  to  coMtaal  diMppoiniineitt.  But,  it  ii 
tbousbl  by  maof  that  the  nscal  oonceriM  of  tbe 
OovemiDeat  mt)' be  eonduoted  througb  tbe  in- 
itrumcotality  or  ibt  State  bankt;  and,  in  ftct,il 
iithe  intereat  of  .the  State  bankeirhicb  ezoitca 
mach  of  the  Dp{>OHiit>u  to  the  renewal  of  tbe 
sbarter  of  the  United  Statee'  Bank.  In  nv  opin- 
ioo,  taoweTer,  il  ii  an  erroneoiu  view  of  (beir 
interest.  1  apprehend  that  mao;  of  them  will 
sQBtaio  a  shock  from  the  luppreiitDn  of  tbii  in- 
stitution, from  whicb  they  will  never  Mcover. 
How  can  the  ptiblio  bnsiaeM  now  done  br  tbe 
United  Slates'  Bank  be  ezecnted  by  the  Stale 
bank*'?  Coosress  bare  Doeootrol  o¥erihem,«re 
ignorant  of  tieir  funds,  uoacquaiiiteti  with  tbe 
condition* oa  whieh  they  were-franicdgandof  the 
principles  by  wbieb  they  are  governed.  Some  of 
them  are,  undoubtedly,  eaiHlcd  to  ooafidenoe.  b«l 
many  of  them  are  not.  It  would  be  imposiof  on 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  an  invidious  task 
Knd  a  most  unpleasant  responsibility  to  make  a 
aeleciion.  In  erery  view  which  I  otn  take  of 
the  Bubjeei,  it  appear*  to  me  that  it  would  be  the 
height  of  imprudence  and  iodiscrclion  to  suiK 
press  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales  and  depoeile 
public  moneys  in  the  Stale  banks.  Ifj  however, 
the  privileges  conferred,  and  necessarily  confer- 
red on  the  United  Sates'  Bank  are  uoconstitu- 
lional,  then  it  is  our  duty  to  snppress  it.  Let  as 
candidly  consider  what  these  privileges  are.  The 
greatest,  in  my  opinion,  is,  tbtt  it*  bills  are  receiv- 
able for  duties.  I  do  not  know  that  any  one  has. 
pretended  that  Coogiess  traosceoded  their  powers 
i&  conferting  this  piivilege.  li  is  this,  however, 
■ad  this  only,  whicb  gives  its  biUa  a  circQUtion 
througbout  the  United  Stales;  it  is  this  whieh 
enables  it  to  transmit  largesumi  from  one  extreme 
of  the  Union  la  the  other,  as  the  eiigeociet  of 
tbe  Oovernment  require.  Nor  do  1  Me  how  this 
necessary  privilege  eould  be  confericd  on  the 
State  banks.    Cetuinly,  it  woald  not  be  safe  to 

£'ve  it  to  all  nf  them,  and  if  yon  were  to  (elect  a 
w  it  would  exi;iie  the  most  serioUa  diseoatenl*. 
Besides,  it  is  necessary  ibat  lUe  bank*  between 
which  ibis  intercourse  is  to  subsist,  as  that  of 
drawing  upon  each  other,  should  have  a  common ' 
parent  to  regulate  their  affBire,Bnd  to  secure  ihem 
from  ruin  from  oneipected  and,  of  equree,  oapte- 
pared  for  drafU.  It  ia  necessary,  in  Cut.  that 
there  should  be  snob  an  ioitilution  as  the  United 
States'  Bank,  sod  the  only  question  is,  how  shall 
it  be  esublishedf  By  the  Sute  Lfyislsturea, 
or  the  Federal  Oovemmenti  But,  it  is  said  that 
the  establiiiimeot  of  branches  in  the  different 
States  it  a  vioUtioa  of  the  State  sovereignties ; 
and  tbe  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Poa- 
teb)  say*  it  is  so,  because  tbe  Stales  have  laws 
against  usury,  aad  that  the  baokii  make  more  ibaa 
lawful  inierest  upon  their  capital,  ,Bnd  thereby 
violate  the  law  of  the  States^.  This  objectina 
applies  to  all  bank*.  Now,  so  far  are  the  banks 
from  having  practised  or  encouraged  nsur),  the 
suppression  oi  itmay  be  considered  as  one  of  tbe 
beu  cfTeeu  of  theii  csiaUishmant    Tbe  United 


Slates'  Bank  is  reetniiMd  by  their  charier  frott 
letiJng  their  money  at  a  rate  exceeding  six  per 
cent.,  and  I  believe  that  this  is  not  usury  in  any 
of  the  States.  Id  some  of  them  tbe  legal  rale  of 
lalerest  is  higher.  Their  profits  over  six  per 
oeat.  are  what  they  make  as  bankers,  and  not  as 
roDQey  lenders.  It  is  said  to  violate  the  State 
laws  because  tbe  persons  and  private  property  of 
the  stockholders  are  BDL  made  responstble  for  the 
payment  of  its  notes.  This  is  the  case  with  tvert 
artificial  person.  He  is  not  accountable  in  hit 
private  capacity  for  tbe  notes  which  be  giree,  or 
the  contracts  which  he  makes  as  such.  The 
stockholders  of  the  bank  may  be  considered  aa 
public  agents,  and,  as  such,  it  would  not  be  re^ 
aonable  to  subject  their  private  fortunes  to  the 
payment  of  its  debm  nnm*  they  abuse  the  trust 
reposed  in  them.  Such  a  tespoasibility  would 
reoder  it  impossible  to  estabUjih  the  insiiiaiion; 
Bor  is  it  Deeeasary  for  the  public  •eenrity ;  for  it 
ia  next  to  impossible  for  a  bank  with  such  fonda 
to  become  insolvent  if  its  affairs  are  hoaestiy  and 
judiciously  managed.  If  ihey  are  otherwise,  ao 
guards  will  afford  securiiy  to  tbe  public. 

It  appear*  lo  be  thought  by  many,  that,  became 
ihe  Stale  Oofcrnmenti  have  a  right  to  iocorpcK 
rate  banks,  therefore,  the  United  Siaiee'  Qovem* 
meat  has  not  the  rigbL  Now,  it  is  an  implied 
power  in  the  Stale  Governments,  for  there  m  im 
BDch  power  expressly  delegated  lo.Ibom  in  any  of 
State  constitutions.  Thev  assume  the  right  be- 
cause it  is  Dot  prohibilea  to  ihem.  Upon  the 
same  principle  has  the  United  Stale*'  Oovern- 
ment the  right  to  establish  a  bank,  provided  it  be 
necessary  to  th«  accomplish  men  t  of  the  purposca 
for  which  the  OoverDmenl  waa  JDstiintea.  I 
^ain  inquire,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  the  fiaeal  ofm,' 
lions  of  the  Federal  Oovernment  da  not  require 
such  an  institution  7  Has  not  Ihe  experience  of 
twenty  years  fully  evibeed  its  ntiliiy  loQovem- 
meni?  Have  not  the  public  moneys  been  safely 
kept.1  Hnve  not  large  sums  been  eontianally 
Iransmilied  from  one  place  to  another  aa  the 
public  exi)[encies  bave  reouired,  and  without  loaa 
to  the  United  Sutetl  Why,  then,  suffer  an  in- 
stitniion  which  baa  done  so  much  good — which 
has  proved  so  safe  and  so  useful — lo  run  down, 
and  trust  to  preearioua  and  impromiBibg  subat»- 
tniesl  But,  while  I  am  anxious  lo  have  the 
chatter  of  this  bank  renewed  from  a  full  convio- 
lioB  thai  the  fiscal  coocems  of  the  OoverBmcM 
nanaot  be  managed  with  convenienee  or  safely 
in  any  other  way,  I  feel  infinitely  more  auione 
that  it  should  not  he  suppressed  at  this  time,  o> 
account  of  the  community  at  large.  Sueh.a* 
event  must,  in  ray  opinion,  be  produelive  of  the 
most  dislressiug  conieqnettces. 

Peihep*  there  tua  never  been  a  period  wbei 
our  merchant*  were  more  embarrassed  than  they 
are  at  present,  and  when  it  was  more  difieult  to 
raise  money.  They  bave  large  funds  in  Bng- 
laBd,  but  at  pteseot  there  is  no  demand  for  ax- 
ebange  npon  that  country.  They  have  large 
quantiltes  of  imported  merchandise,  but  ihe  price* 
of  moat  articles  are  mereir  nominal.  The  bank 
has  seventeea  millions  ol  dollars  due  lo  it  ben 
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the  United  Sdtet  aod  individaals.  I(  has  tg  the 
■mount  of  ftre  laillions  of  dolltra  in  icold  ind 
(ilver  io  its  vaults.  There  is  doe  to  it  from  the 
State  binki  abool  iwomillioitt  cirdallBrsoa  their 
bills  and  on  depositee.  It  owes  about  fourteen 
millioai  of  dollars,  pafaUe  on  demuid,  and  it 
will  probabl;  be  rerf  soon  called  upon  for  (hi* 
mone^.  To  falfil  its  own  engagemeou,  there- 
fore, It  must  immediately  call  Tor  teven  millions 
of  its  debi&i  and  within  a  short  period  for  the  re- 
maining ten  mJIIJoos.  And  this  last  sam  must 
eventualijr  ha  paid  in  specie.  Wbenee  ia  tbi* 
apecie  to  come f  From  the  Vaults  of  the  State 
banks,  if  it  be  there.  For  the  parmenlt  to  the 
United  Slates'  Bank  will  be  in  bills  of  the  Slate 
banks.  These  bills  will  be  immediately  sent  to 
■hose  banks  to  4m  exchan^  for  specie;  that 
Ihejr,  instead  of  having  it  tn  iheir  power  to  aid 
the  debtors  to  the  United  States'  Bank,  aa  some 
erroneoaslr  ■nppoee,  wilt  be  obli^  to  call  oa 
their  own  debtors;  and  evervspeeiedollar  (aken 
from  a  bank  may,  and  proba'blr  will,  oblige  it  to 
call  far  two  or  three  dollars  of  its  debts.  It  does 
not  appear  to  me  unreaHonable  to  suppose,  that, 
br  compBlling  the  United  6(atea'  Bank  to  call 
in  the  tcvcnieen  millions  of  doIlarB  due  to  it,  we 
aball  compel  the  State  banks  to  call  in  as  large, 
if  not  a  larger  sum.  How  theae  payments  are  to 
be  made,  and  what  eSVcts  ere  to  resnlt  from  such 
a  stale  of  things,  I  pretend  not,  sir,  to  sufficient 
discerament  loforesee.  It  will  probably  proddce 
a  general  iUspeDsiou  of  the  pavment  of  debts  and 
■n  almost  total  stagnation  or  business.  It  will 
greatly  depreciate  the  value  of  every  species' of 
property,  and  thereby  reduce  maby  persons  to  in- 
solvency who  flatter  themselves  that  ihey  have 
much  more  than  enough  to  pay  their  debts.  11 
will  raise  an  enormous  demand  for  money,  and. 
of  course,  throw  many  persona  into  the  hands  of 
the  griping  usurer.  It  will  distress  all  classes  of 
people  except  the  moneyed  capitalist.  If,  in  ad- 
diiioa  to  this  measure,  on r  n on -im porta tioa  act 
■hould  go  imo  effect,  thonsnods  must  be  over- 
wbelmed  by  rgin.  The  shook  may  first  be  felt 
is  the  seaport  towns,  but  will  ultimately  extend 
Io  the  remotest  villaffes  io  the  country.  I  deem 
it,  sir,  a  very  uDfortunate  circumsUnce,  that  our 
paper  eireirlating  medium  so  greatly  exceeds  the 
amoDQt  of  our  specie ;  that  so  large  ■  portion  of 
it  is  ibe  repreaentatire  of  lands,  houses,  and  mer- 
ohandiee,  instead  of  beingihe  representative  of jrold 
■nd'silver.  But  ibis  ia  not  the  fault  of  the  Fed- 
waJ  Oovernmeitt;  it  is  owing  to  the  numerous 
tanks  which  have  been  instituted  b;r  the  State 
govarnmenls.  This  foraitheii  to  my  mind  a  strong 
argument  against  the  insiiiotion  of  baoko  by  the 
States,  and  in  favor  of  the  power  being  vested 
in  the  Federal  Oovernmeni,  which  superintends 
the  affairs  of  the  United  States.  -  As  1  bare  be- 
fore observed,  our  paper  circulating  medium  dan- 
gerously exceeds  out  specie  ;  should  we  adopt  a 
measure  which  will  affect  its  Credit,  it  will  pro- 
duce consequences  which  none  of  us  can  foresee. 
On  the  other  hand,  by  continuing  the  bank,  we 
tread  upon  perfectly  safe  grotind  j  twenty  years 
•zparieac*  of  it  haa  prom  (bat  ii  ia  calcaUt«d 


to  answer  all  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  estab- 
lished. It  has  proved  very  useful  to  our  mei^ 
chant*  and  to  tbe  community  at  tarze^  not  only 
by  furnishing  loans,  but  alM  by  supplying  a  me- 
dium which  circulates  throughout  the  (Joited 
States,  and  thereby  renders  it  much  easier  for  the 
merchant  of  the  Northern  States  to  pnrchaw  tbe 
prodnciiom  of  the  Southern  States.  It  may  be 
truly  said,  that  it  bat  aided  tbe  agrienllare,  the 
eommerae,'and  the  mannfaeiures,  of  our  country. 
Its  affairs  hava  generally,  if  not  nniformlr,  been 
conducted  with  adelity  and  ability.  Tet  we  are 
about  to  suffer  this  valuable  initiiaiioii  to  AIL 
We  shaH  thereby  compel  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  have  recourse  to  untried,  tionhle- 
some,  and  hazardous  expedients  for  the  manage- 
ment of  our  finaacea,  and  we  shall  probably  lead 
many  of  onr  fellow-citizens  into  ruinous  speeft- 
latitms.  It  is  absurd,  after  the  experience  we 
have  had,  to  ascribe  to  ft  any  great  potttieal  itH 
flnence.    It  was  establnbed  by  the  Federal  Re- 

fnblicans  wbea  they  were  the  ruling  patty. 
t  has  always  been  under  iheir  manasenieat. 
Yet,  with  th»s  monstrous  engine  in  their  banda — 
this  engine  which  is  to  govera  the  Goreraraeitl— 
their  political  opponents  have  gained  an  ^Mtdtite 
and  unconlroUaote  ascendency.  Conliniie  it,  sir, 
and  yoD  will  probably  do  much  good.  Bnppret* 
it,  and  you  may  bring  on  incalculable  evils. 

Mr.  W.  Al0TOn  said,  that  tbe  motion  to  strike 
out  the  Srtt  section  was  undoubtedly  >  fair  way 
of  attacking  the  principle  of  the  bill ;  but  as  the 
same  motive,  even  if  he  did  hereafter  vole  agalQai 
tbe  bill,  would  not  govern  him  as  it  had  other 
gentlemen,  he  begged  leave  to  state  tbe  reasons 
why  tie  should  vote  against  the  motion.  It  has 
been  contended,  said  he.  by  gentlemen  who  have 
gone  before  me  in  this  debate,  that  tbe  Constitn- 
lioo  did  not  authorize  Conffresa  to  continue  ifua 
charter,  or  to  have  created  it  in  the  first  instance. 
I  am  opposed  to  this  doctrioe  of  tbe  restriction  of 
our  power*,  because  I  beliere,  if  praeiised  upon 
to  the  extent  that  genilemen  of  great  talents  con- 
tend, tbe  Oovernmeni  haclf  cannot  get  along.  I 
do  not  believe  that  gentlemen  cas  put  their  finnt 
on  the  Conatitution  and  show  their  antbority  for 
a  number  of  acta  which  we  are  compelled  to  pass, 
any  more  than  they  can  put  their  finger  on  the 
particular  passage  which  anthorizes  the  grantiag 
this  e  barter. 

Sir,  we  are  met  on  the  threshold  of  this  ques- 
tion by  the  senileman  from  Virginia,  (Hr.  Bon- 
wsLL,;  on  Constitntional  grounds;  and  I  will 
take  the  argument  of  that  seiitlemen  alone,  and 
I  think  can  prove  that  he  himself  has  giren  an 
:  the  Constitutional  question.  In  the  clause  whicti 
many  gentlemen  have  called  tbe  sweeping  clause 
in  the  Constitution,  I  find  these  words:  "Oon- 
'  gress  shall  have  power  to  make  all  lawa  necee- 
'  sary  and  proper  for  carrying  into  execution  the 
'  foregoing  powers,  and  all  other  powers  vested 
'  by  this  Coastitutioo  in  the  Qovemment  of  the 
'  Uaited  Slates,  or  io  any  department  or  officer 
'thereof."  The  gentleman,  well  satisfied  that 
this  clause  confers  tbe  power,  attache*  to  it,  to 
tnake  it  the  tnim  important,  ibe  wtml  "abftmrte* 
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iy,"  betoK  be  ii  able  to  gire  anf  weifffat  lo  ibe 
consirnciiDD  for  wbieh  he  coDtends.  f  hsTe  ex- 
amioed  ibe  CoDstilution  over  and  oier  aeaiD  for 
the  word  abtolvtely,  and  can  fiad  no  iDch  word. 
Wtisre,  then,  does  ibe  geDtlemsD  gel  it  from,  but 
from  the  very  lanie  aaaree  tbat  ha  charges  on  the 
faforers  ot  ihe  CaQsiiiutioDal  right  to  pass  the 
law?  It  is  hy  impticaiion  tbat  he  calU  in  the  aid 
of  the  word  abaotuldy  before  ntteuary.  With 
what  propriety,  then,  can  he  refuBCto  others  the 
ezeroise  uf  the  lama  right  that  be  himself  ha* 
taken?  Ifgenilemen  have  the  rjght  to  JDterpofate 
this  word,  wbr  mar  **  i^ot  <■  ^^"  iaterpolaie 
others  1  It  is  denied  that  the  doctrine  of  implica- 
tion can  apply  with  regard  to  granting  charters. 
If  it  can  appljr  ia  aDrwajt,  why  not  in  tbiiwajrl 
If  I  can  show  to  the  House  that  it  might  apply 
in  some  oases,  or  it  will  be  impossible  that  you 
can  eiMuta  the  object  of  the  Constitution,  why 
may  it  not  a^  well  apply  in  the  case  of  graating 
eharlers  aa  in  any  other.  I  lAk  gentlemen  to  put 
iheir  finger  on  lbs  claOH  of  the  ConstiiattoD 
whicb  aatborizes  tbem  to  pay  away  oae  cent  of 
thepuUic  monej^  How  do  they  get  at  the  pover 
bat  by  implieatioD  1  Yon  have  a  power  by  tbe 
Coasiitution  (o  pay  the  debts  of  the  United 
States — but  tbat  pari  which  proridn  for  the  pay- 
ment of  debts,  means  debts  already  coBtracled, 
«nd  owing  at  the  time  of  Ibe  adoption  of  the  Con- 
stitniioo ;  that,  too,  is  in  the  sweeping  claase, 
which  gentlemen  will  eerlainly  not  arait  them- 
selves of.  But  yon  have  not  tbe  power  ex- 
pressly given  to  create  a  debl.  other  tbaa  the 
clause  which  BDihorizes  yoti  to  Wrow  money  on 
the  credit  of  the  United  States;  but  none  will 
contend  bv  this  you  are  anihoriied  to  make  eon- 
traets  ana  go  in  d«b[.  There  is  an  imporiant 
olaii*e  tA  the  Conetitalion,  which  gives  to  tbe 
United  States  pwwer  to  call  out  tbe  militia  of  the 
States  for  particnlar  purposes.  Show  me  the 
spot  in  the  Constitution  which  authorizes  the 
payment  of  the  militia.  Not  one.  The  power 
to  call  tbem  out  implies  tbe  power  to  [lay  them. 
It  inevitably*  follows,  that  tbe  power  to  lay  and 
collect  taxes  and  raise  a  revenue  implies  the 
power  to  take  care  of  it.  Will  geailemen  pre- 
tend to  dea]r  it  1  What  is  the  argument  of  gentle- 
men on  this  point?  They  My  it  is  irne  that  a 
bank  ia  neeeasary  for  the  safe-keeping  and  paying 
Ihedeblsof  the  United  Sutes;  but,  say  they,  the 
bank*  of  all  the  Slates  are  open  to  you.  How 
does  this  docirine  apply  to  tbe  United  States  1 
Have  not  the  States  tbemselves  denied  the  cod- 
nezion  of  the  State  and  Federal  GovemmeDtal 
Can  1  quote  a  Slate  whieh  does  not  afford  an  ex> 
ample  of  Ibis  dtspositiont  Tbe  seat  of  a  gentle- 
man of  high  standing  in  the  Legislature  of  Vif 
ginia  was  vaeated  merely  because  be  was  a  con- 
tractor for  earr^ing  the  mail.  Will  then  the 
State  ot  Tireioia,  who  is  so  jealous  of  your  in- 
fluence aver  ber  officers,  permit  yon  to  exercise 
Ibai  influence  by  placing  your  money  under  offi- 
cers created  by  her  1  Let  gemlemen  examine  this 
Juestion.  Tbe  argument  will  ooC  bear  them  out. 
a  the  State  which  I  represent,  also,  a  taw  has 
been  passed  lo  prevent  a  person  from  holding  any 


office  or  appointment  at  the  same  time  under  the 
Stale  and  Federal  Oovernments.  What  right 
have  tbe  directors  in  a  Stale  bank,  appointed  by 
the  State,  (o  conttact  with  the  Qeoera!  Quvern- 
menl  to  keep  its  mooey?  I  deny  their  right. 

Putting  the  Stale  banks  out  of  ihe  question,  it 
is-  necessary  that  we  should  create-  mcaos  by 
which  we  can  transfer  the  mooeyof  ihe  Qovern- 
ment  without  expense,  hazard,  or  loss.  I  will 
slate  a  case.  We  have  an  array  in  the  city  of 
New  Orleans,  which  most  be  paid.  By  paying 
the  mooev  at  Baltimore  or  Philadelphia,  it  is 
traDsferred  to  the  paymaster  at  New  Orleans 
wiiboui  costing  you  a  cent.  Is  not  tbisconveni- 
ent,  ezpedienl,  nMeiury,  to  comply  with  the  in- 
terest of  the  United  States  in  the  case  I  have 
stated  1  I  da  not  believe  it  possi^le,  taking  the 
ground  that  they  have  the  right  to  place  money 
m  the  banks  of  the  individual  Slates,  ibai  such 
a  connexion  between  them  ciMild  ever  be  estab- 
lished  with  the  same  ease,  convenience,  and  safe- 
ty, as  at  present,  to  pajr,  m  tbe  difierent  parts  of 
the  Union,  money  which  the  United  States  are 
bound  to  ^y.  I  ask  tbe  question,  Will  a  bank 
in  North  Caroltna  trust  a  bank  in  New  Hamp- 
shire? No;  bnttbe  SiBieand  every  imjividoal 
in  it  would  trust  the  Bank  of  the  Uniled  States. 
You  could  not  establish  a  connexion  between 
North  Carolina  and  New  Hampshire  so  that 
either  would  Irnst  iheolher.  Theeslabtishmeni 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  affords,  in  this 
case,  a  facility  useful  and  absolutely  necessary,  ' 
in  my  opinion,  lo  earry  on  the  measures  of  Gov- 
ernment. How  will  putting  down  tbe  Bank  of 
the  United  Stales  have  au  effect  to  lessen  tha 
quantity  of  paper  in  circulation?  If  I  could 
think  so,  I  would  join  the  gentleman  most  seri- 
ously ;  but  the  very  contrary,  in  my  opinion, 
would  be  Ibe  effect.  The  Bank  of  the  United 
States  aod  its jnpei  serves  as  a  controlliag  pow- 
er, keeps  the  State  banks  in  proper  bounds,  and 
prevents  them  from  issuing  a  vast  quantity  of 
paper  which  would  ioundaie  tbe  country.  They 
are  very  coufident,  if  they  issue  too  much  paper, 
that  there  will  be  a  rna  upon  ihem,  becau<«  the 
Iniereil  of  tbe  United  States'  Bank  and  the  Slate 
banks  do  not  at  all  times  go  band  in  hand.  At 
this  lime  h  certainly  restiains  ihe  circalation  of 
Slate  bank  paper.  ■ 

It  is  said,  sir,  that  the  States  are  not  compelled 
to  do  particular  acts  whieh  they  are  required  to 
do.  To  b«  sore,  the  States  have  the  physical 
power,  bui  they  are  bound  by  the  same  solemn 
oath  to  carry  into  effect  the  Consiiiutioo  of  tbe 
United  Stales,  that  the  members  of  this  House 
are.  It  may  as  well  be  said  tbat  the  Stale  Legis- 
latures may,  if  they  choose,  refose  to  appoint 
electors  to  vote  for  President  and  Vice  President, 
or  elect  Senators;  but  the  obligalioq  Dpoo  ihem 
is  as  strong  as  upon  any  other  departmeot  of  the 
Qovernment,  aa  it  is  upon  tbe  members  of  this 
House  to  perform  its  duties.  They  have  taken  a 
solemn  oath, and  must  perform  its  obtigatiooe. 

Sir,  there  is  one  part  of  this  Consiitution, 
which,  in  my  humble  opioioo,  gives  the  power 
eomplMelf.    It  is  a  part  of  ">•  CoostiiutioQ 
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which  I  never  b««rd  snjrgmtlenwiimeDlioa,  nor 
toy  writer  on  the  xibject.  I  may  pui  bq  enoat- 
oui  eoDatruciioD  op  it,  but,  if  1  am  correct,  the 
ooDcloiiOD  ji  inevitable.  In  the  lOifa  cection  of 
the  firit  article,  it  u  nid,  "  No  Siaie  ihall  coin 
tnoaer.  emit  bills  of  credit,  or  make  auytbiag 
but  gold  and  silrer  coin  a  tender  iDpaymcDt  of 
debtij"  and  the  iolerprelatioD  which  [giro  to  it 
ia  that  the  Uailed  State*  poueGs  the  power  to 
make  anythiiijg  beiides  gold  and  silver  a  legal 
tender.  If  thii,  then,  be  the  correct  coo struoi ion, 
it  is  a  clause  which  I  have  oever  before  hieard  re- 
If  what  1  eoDceire  to  be  the  fai 


t reunion  be  admitted,  it  must  follow  that  ihev 
ave  a  right  to  make  bank  paper  a  tender.  Mucn 
more,  then,  sir, have  they  ine  powerof  cauiiogit 
to  be  received  by  themselves  in  payment  of  laiee. 
If  ibey  have  power  to  make  paper  of  any  deicrip- 
tion  whatever  receivable  in  payment  of  all  -debts 
whatever,  can  any  one  deny  (bat  they  have  a 
power  lo  mnke  it  a  tender  in  payment  of  taxes 
ox  debts  10  the  United  Slates  t  After  admilliog 
the  power,  will  < yon  place  the  exercise  of  it  in 
your  Secreiaiy  of  ibe  Treiwury,  or  in  the  hands 
of  flfiecD  or  twenty  men  whom  you  call  direct- 
or*? But  I  might  not  have  voted  ■gaiDstconouc- 
ring  with  the  cooiisitire  in  striking  out  ibe  first 
metion  of  the  bill,  if  I  atoodon  this  eround  alone. 
To  the  bill,  in  lis  present  shape,  I  libould  have 
BO  hesitation  in  giving  a  decided  negative ;  but 
there  is  a  (ilan  on  which  I  would  vote  for  the  re- 
newal. Sir,  I  ask  gentlemen,  who  have  voted 
against  it  on  Coosiitutiooal  ground,  to  meet  me 
on  this  point— the  plan  is,  that  the  additional 
Hock  nhall  be  taken  wholly  by  the  United  Siatei ; 
that  ifaey  shall  be  bound  to  distiibuie  it  amooe 
the  individual  Slates,  having  respect  lo  (heir  rel^ 
stive  numbers,  at  its  jjMr  value.  The  States 
would  tske  it,  If  thev  think  proper ;  if  taken  there 
ia  an  end  to  the  vlolatioo  of  Slate  tights.  In  a 
plan  of  this  kind,  a  distinction  is  brought  to  the 
mind  of  every  man,  whether  be  will  prefer  ihe 
interest  of  the  great  body  of  those  people  who 
ate  represented  in  the  State  Legislaiure, or  whe- 
ther he  will  support  the  interest  of  a  few  who 
think  proper  lo  incorporate  themselves  for  the 
aupport  of  a  bank.  Thetrue  question  is, whether 
the  emotumenis  of  the  banking  system  should  be- 
long exclusively  to  a  few,  ur  coUeciively  to  the 
whole  United  Stales.  I  therefore  hope  ibe.first 
section  will  not  he  stricken  ouL  la  discussing 
the  detail  such  a  plan  would  be  more  interesting 
than  any  other  can  be  to  the  Stales.  Thetid van- 
tages of  sucb  a  system  must  be  seen.  The  anx- 
iety evineed  for  ibe  renewal  of  this  charter  and 
the  credit  of  the  State  hanks  aliogelher.  in  con- 
Mqueoee  of  the  money  made  by  the  ban  a  iog  sys- 
tem, is  ihen  done  away.  The  money  arising 
from  the  profit  of  the  banks  will  belong  to  ifae 
States  in  ineir  individual  capacity,  and  the  taxes 
of  every  individual  are  lessened  in  proportion  to 
iia  share  of  the  capital.  Let  gentlemen  bring  the 
qaestion  home  to  ibem;  let  them  eiamioe  now 
It  concerns  their  coosiiiuents,  and  put  the  ques- 
tion, which  of  ihe  two  will  interest  the  great  body 
of  the  people  the  most  1 


Putting  down  the  ebarlet  of  the  United  Siatn' 
Bank  will  not  pot  an  end  lo  the  bankinc  system. 
Cast  your  eyes  about  you  at  what  has  taken  place 
K  the  la-t  sessions  of  the  State  Legielatnresl 
Has  one  of  them  adjourned  without  establishing  a 
bank?  It  is  bank  paper  aamucb  when  issuioK  from 
Slate  banks  as  when  from  the  Bankof  the  United 
States.     There  is  no  difference.     If  thixqaetuan 


had 


been  attacked  on  Conitiiutiooal  ground, 

elf  toexpediency,  1  should 

have  troubled  the  Ijoui 


If  it  had  been  left  merely  to  expediency,  1 

iroubled  the  Ijotue  on  the  subject.  I 
little  of  the  cooceroa  of  a  bank  to  think 
of  making  a  speech  on  the  details  alone.  But  I 
know  bow  much  iniereat  mores  ns  on  this  quee- 
tion.  When  you  place  money  in  tlie  Slate 
banks,  you  give  a  complete  license  to  ijke  State 
bank*  to  issue  what  they  please.  What  was  the 
loss  of  paper  money  during  our  Revoluiianl 
Did  it  101  fall  oo  those  who  bad  given  eredii; 
and  are  we  prepared  to  meet  sucb  a  shock  as  ibai? 
Could  we  have  stood  it  io  any  other  cauee  than 
that  in  which  we  were  engaged  1  Uei«  let  me 
enter  my  protest  against  the  hanking  syaiem  alto- 
gether. But  we  hare  ii.  k  not  theoooseqaenoe 
more  dangeronsi  will  not  the  toss  uliimately  be 
greater,  to  let  the  State  banks  issue  paper  at  wiU, 
then  to  oonliol  them  by  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States] 

If  the  doctrine  which  gentlemen  advance  about 
poitiflg  the  finger  on  that  part  of  the  CoMtiia- 
tion  waieb  gives  power  to  earty  on  the  QoverM- 
meni  itself  be  true,  we  may  a*  well  quit  legisla- 
tion altogether.  You  cannot  go  a  single  step 
without  catling  in  ibe  aid  of  implieation.  When 
a  means  is  necessary  and  expedient,  when  the 
operstiona  of  QoveuBenl  cannot  as  well  be  car- 
ried on  in  any  other  way  ai  by  it,  then  it  is  ne- 
cessary, BtKl,  being  neeeaaary,  is  Constitutional. 


HoHUAT,  January  31. 

The  Spbaebs  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Xiegisiature  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  stating  the 
extreme  scarcity  of  money  within  Ibe  said  Ter- 
ritory, and  Ihe  reacona  of  such  toarcity,  and  pray- 
ing that  the  land  laws  may  be  so  amended  as  not 
to  exact  interest  from  the  date  of  purcbnae  on  the 
several  inslalmrnta  not  ponetuaUy  paid  for  landa 
purchased  of  ibe  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hdbbabo, 

RuolBed,  That  the  President  of  tbe  United 
States  be  requested  to  eaase  to  be  laid  before  ihia 
House  each  inrormation  as  he  may  possess  re- 
specting seizures,  captures,  and  condemn atioiu, 
of  the  ships  and  merchandise  of  the  citizenaoi 
tbe  United  Stales,  under  the  authority  of  the 
GovernmentsofEuropeof  either  of  them,  which 
has  not  been  heretofore  communicated. 

Mr.  HuBBAHo  and  Mr.  Bioblow  were  appoint- 
ed a  committee  to  present  tbe  said  tesoluiion  to 
the  President. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Helhb, 

Reaolved,  That  the  President  of  tbe  United 
Stales  be  lequesied  to  cause  to  he  trausnutted  to 
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thii  HoOw  «  nturn  of  tbe  Armf,  with  ibe  «■- 
lioukt  wbicb  gHrrisoo*  ve  find,  md  tbe  MKD^tb 
of  B«b  gnrrisoQ  ;  abo,  tbe  atate  or  Ibe  rteraitmg 
MrrJcc,  Rod  the  profrew  that  bia  been  made 
lber«io  since  List  •enioD. 

.  Mr.  Helm*  and  Hr.  Tkaot  wtn  Sftpointed  a 
eonaiiUM  19  preseM  the  Hid  ratolation  to  the 
President. 

Oa  motioB.orHr.MoEiHLETi 

AMoJvfd,  That  tbe  Ciimmtitee  of  Gommeisfl 
sod  Mvanraotatea  be  iiwtfacied  to  inqaire  ioto 
the  ezpedicDe*  of  alietin^  or  re^atin;  the  see- 
end  sFciiaa  of  tbe  act,  eDtiiled  "An  act  to  aoiiex 
eeriaia  •bore*,  and  waten  10  the  dittrlet  of  Mi»- 
tiuippi, *nd  10 tuthorJze  the  buildiag  of  a.euatom 
home  at  New  Orleana,"  and  that  ibey  hare  leare 
to  report  bf  bHl,  or  oiherwiae. 

Mr.  PoiHDBXT-u  presnted  a  petition  of  the 
L^islalure  of  ibe  MiMiMippi  Territory,  praying 
that  titt  iaid  Tarritorjr  taaj  be  admitted  «■  a 
State  into  ib«  Uaiop,  on  an  eqoal  foattag  with 
Ibe  original  Staiei ;  vbieh  was  read,  ind  «aeQ- 
miited  10  the  Comioiitee  of  the  Whole,  to  whom 
is  committed  the  report  of  a  aekct  emnmillee  on 
tbataobjecL 

BANK  OF  THE  UNFTBD  8TATB8. 

This  Eubjvet  was  called  up,  and  Mr.  Nbwton 
made  a  motion  to  poatpooe  ihe  furihar  coDstder- 
ation  of  it  iDdeHniteljr,  but  wiibdrew  the  motion 
until  more  member  should  coma  in,  ihe  House 
being  liiio,    A  sbort  time  aflerwatds— •  ' 

Mr.  Gaklaho  said  thai  on  Ihia  very  inurn ting 
aubjeci  be  ttiuught  the  House  ought  to  act  uo- 
derstaudiiuly  aad  prudently.  He  wished  that 
they  Kbould  not  precipitate  the  Goverament  ioto 
dimculiiesfrom  whicb  it  would  be  difficult  to  ex- 
tricate tbemieke*.  -^a  wished  tbey  sbould  i«lie 
at  leaw  a  little  time  to  reflect ;  that  bis  friend 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Lora)  sbould  be  permitted  la 
go  on  aad  take  out  hia  letters  of  admjitia  I  ration, 
u  proposed  on  Saturday,  and  see  what  could  be 
done.  If  thageotleman  could  ahow  that  thaCbir* 
ernnieDi  could  conTeniently  carry  oa  its  fiscal 
operations  without  the  baofc,  Mr.  O.  said  be  should 
he  ready  to  go  with  htm.  But,  uniil  ihat  was 
shown,  he  dicT  not  wiab  a  decision  to  be  precipi- 
tated. He  therefore  mored  to  postpone  ibe  far^ 
Iber  contiidetalioq  of  ibe  bill  till  tbe  drat  of  Feb- 
ruary. There  would  ia  the  interim,  be.  time  to 
see  bow  ibey  could  form  tbeir  plans,' and  how 
ibey  would  be  able  to  conduct  the  dacal  opera- 
tions of  the  Goveinment.  If  «  auitable  aubattiOia 
should  be  offered  for  the  purpoaea  of  coUaeting 
and  transferring  rereoue,  it  would  be  the  mmu 
of  reconciling  many  gentlemen  .to  vole  against, 
the  bank.  He  hoped  therefore  the  poatpOnemaat 
wontd  be  agreed  10. 

Mr.  Newtoh  said  the  Hoiue  bad  bad  ample 
time  for.  refieeiiou  on  tbia  aubject.  He  did  not 
belieye  that  any  alteration,  wo  old  be  wrought  la 
the  opioion*  of  membera  by  a  poatpooemcnL 
Oeatlemeo  ougbt  to  recollect  that  lae  aubject  bad 
been  under  eoDaideration  for  three  or  four  years 
paaU  Erery  one  had  revolMd  it  in  hia  miod. 
8ir,5aid  Mr.  N.,1  know  tfaeac  laimeyed  iMtiiB* 
lltbCoH.  SdS&u.— 3S 


lion*.  I  know  what  aortof  thinga  they  are;  and,- 
after  the  lime  that  We  bare  had  to  eonaider  the 
subject.  I  ibink  it  all  important  that  we  should 
come  to  a  deciaire  determine lion.  Let  me  tell 
you,  ail',  that  inttigoe  and  artifice  will  wear  away 
the  beat  prlnci^ea.  Ample  time  has  been  glTea  ■ 
fat  it  already.  I  am  for  laying  the  legjauitifa 
axe  to  ili«  root  of  tbe  evil ;  I  am  for  immediately 
deciding  ibis  question,  tai  turning  to  aomeoihel 
business ;  and  for  this  purpose  .move  that  the  fur- 
ther BOnsidetatioD  of  the  bill  be  iodcftnftely  poet* 

The  tnolion  of  Mr.  Nawroit  supersedes  that  ef 
Ur.  Gahlakd. 

'  Mr.  Lova  said  he  rose  prfutiipally  at  thia  lima 
to  ask  for  the  yeaa  and  nays  on  thia  question.  H* 
tboarht,  with  the  gentleman  last  op,  that  il  waa 
higbly  important  ttiere  should  bean  immediate' 
decisioojand  bewooJd  add  to  ibe  reasoas  already - 
offered  in  favor  of  it,  another.  It  is  now  three 
yrarBjBaid  he,aiDce  Congrtn  were  called  upon, in 
the  most  imperative  terms,  to  act  upon  thia  Bub» 
Jeet.  In  tbe  petition  of  .ihe  stockholder*,  three 
years  aso,  it  wilt  be  recollected  that  it  was  staled 
that  uales*  a  certain  assurooce  wasgivetr  that  tbe 
charter  would  be  renewed,  they  must  imbudi- 
Bteiy  commence  acoriailmmt  of  their  disconnl^ 
Ac.  We  liare  now  progressed  to  vrithtn  about 
six  week*  of  the  time  when  this  institution  will 
ceaae  to  exist,  and  yet  we  Sad,  by  an  iaapection 
of  their  BccouQis,  ttyi  they  stand  very  nearly  in 
theaiinalion  in  which  they  were  at  the  time  the 
subject  was  first  brought  before  Congress.  If  this 
company  were  not  to  hatetheir charter  renewed, 
Ihe  sooher  they  know  it  the  better.  On  tbe  part 
of  the  Government  it  is  important  that  an  early 
decision  should  be  liad,  that  they  may  not  run  tbe 
risk  of  loaiag  revenue  to  an  immenae  amonnt  l 
for  who  knows  Urbo-is  to  administer  On  the  aa- 
aeia  of  ihii'  institotioD  7  In  consequence  of  the 
law  DOW  in  existetice,  reqoiring  deposites  ta  be 
made  in  tbe  Bank  of  the  United  Biatel  and  ita 
branchea,  there  would  soon  be  within  their  con- 
trol, in  specie  and  bonds,  an  amount  of  sixteen 
milliODs  of  dollBisof  t^e  public  properly.  Under 
present  circumstances,  it  is  highly  proper  that 
immediate  meosnresBhonld  be  taken  to  withdraw 
these  deposiles.  Bvery  gentleman  before  thia  time 
must  bare  had  an  opporiuoiiy  to  make  up  hia 
niind ;  and  I  hope  the  quealioa  Will  be  decided. 
without  further  deley.  As  the.  mind  of  no  geit- 
ikman  in  the-Houea  eouM  be  changed  by  a  die- 
eussioa,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  question  will 
immediately  be  taken. 

Mr.  TaonP  conceived  themotioD  now  made  to 
be.  perfectly  proper.  He  felt,  however,  under  no 
obligatiioo  to  accommodate  the  bank.  The  act 
graotbg  an  act  of  incorporatiao  was  entinely  a 
roimtary  act,  and  tbe  duration  of  it  limited  in 
the  act  ilaelf  to.  a  term  of  twenty  years.  If  the 
bank  bad  acted  tbe  part  of  an  ordinary  or  diaereet 
merchant,  it  would  hare  takea  care,  before  the 
cKpiraiioB  of  iu  charter,  to  have  woaod  np  its  bo- 
siiiesaaodbe  prepared  to  oteeixbe  event;  beeaose 
the  L^ialatare  was  not  bound  to  renew  il,  not 
having,  either  by  the  original  obarter,  BOi  by  any 
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(iibwqumc  Kct,  giren  any  plrdge  Ib«t  it  woul^  do 
M.  Tbe  bank  not  hnnng  reeeiT«l  anf  pledge 
of  renfwal,  ought  to  hare  becD  prepared  for  us 
diuolDiipD.  Irthe  instiiurioD  bad  done  whai  ifaey 
ought  10  bHve  done,  ihe  GcTernmem,  to  fir  as  it 
»  concerned,  would  tu«e  preparad  itself  agaiosl 
the  ereai,  as  he  wan  lolJ  it  was  now  about  to  do, 
by  iiibciitiUiDg  arraa^emenis  with  tbe  State  baaks 
for  amngemetiis  with  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Slaicfl  or  lis  branches.  Mr.  T.  aould  therefore 
aee  no  difficulty  in  awentini;  to  this  propositiaa, 
whether  as  respected  the  QoveramcDt  or  as  le- 
apected  the  indiridiMls  concerned  in  the  baok. 

Mr.  FiflK  inquired  whether  it  was  understood 
that  depositea  in  the  United  Biaies'  Bank  would 
be  transferred  to  the  Slate  banks  without  the  tane- 
cioBoflawl 

-  Mr.  WaiosT.— Mr.  Speaker :  Tbe  importance 
«f  this  suhject,  and  the  great  aiiemioB  that  haa 
been  paid  to  gentlemen  while  delirerinfi  their 
opinion  upon  it,  is  a  sure  guarantee  that  t  also  in 
mrtiirD  sball  reeeive  iheatieBtion  of  tbisHoase. 
while  I  delirer  my  aeoiiaienis.  1  pledge  myaelf, 
in  thia  eibaasted  state  of  the  debate,  not  to  con- 
tame  more  of  Uieir  time  than  acorreci  seDse  of 
daty  to  my  eonstiiueou  shall  impose. 

This  inbjeet,  sir,  is  presented  to  our  considera. 
lioD  in  a  twofold  poiot  of  view,  as  to  its  coosii- 
taiionality;  andasioiisexpediency.  Iwillihere- 
fore  proceed  to  consider  it  in  that  order. 

On  (be  point  of  its  coostitf  tionalily  I  shall  taki 
the  liberty  to  reeall  yoar  atteDtioo  to  those  narl) 
of  the, Constitution  on  which  its  adycicates  havi 
4eened  to  rely.  Tbe  geoileman  from  Maryland 
(Mr.  Ket)  clles  tbe  1st  ari.Sih  sfc:  "Congres 
ahall  have  power  to  lay  and  ctiileci  taxw,  imposta, 
dniiea,  and  excises,  to  pay  the  debts,  and  provide 
for  tbe  cotnmon  defenca  aad  general  welfare  of 
the  United  Stales."  He  also  read  the  Ist  article, 
9tti  aeelion:  "No  capitatbn  or  olber  direct  tax 
ahaU  be  laid,  uiHess  in  proportion  to  the  ceasii! 
or  enumeration  hereinbefore  directed  lobe  taken.' 
However,  notyetbimaelf  satisfied  with  being  abli 
to  deriTe  ao  authority  from  these  sections,  be 
ealh  in  aid  the  last  paragraph  of  the  section, 
"  Coiigress  shall  have  power  to  make  all  laws  ne- 
cessary and  proper  for  carryinff  into  execution 
Aeforegomg  pTwera,  aad  all  other  poaen  vet/td 
ty  tki»  Conttitviim  in.  the  QoTernment  of  the 
United  Slates,  or  in  any  department  or  officn 
thereof."  The  gentlemai)  insiMs,  that  the  pow- 
er to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  dec.,  Ac,  and  the  aweep- 
ing  clause,  empowering  Congress  to  make  all 
.  taws  necessary  to  carry  that  power  intoexeaniion, 
will  authorize  Cougrus  to  grant  a  charter  to  this 
l)U)k;  that  itisnecessary  to  the  collection  of  laxes| 
that  Congiess  provide  by  law  the  means  whereby 
the  taxes  should  be  paid.  1  had  always  presumed 
that  the  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  to  provide 
for  the  general  defence  and  common  welfare,  only 
amhorized  Congress,  under  the  limitations  of  the 
Constitution,  to  provide  by  law  for  those 
poses,  by  directing  wbeiber  the  tax  should 
direct  or  indirect  lax,  or  by  capitation ;  and  that 
their  powers  extended  no  farther  thao  tbe  apect- 
fteatiou  of  tha  objecla,  if  the  tax  waa  direct,  and 


the  rate  at  which  the  specific  articles  should  be 
valued  ;  in  the  case  of  a  cipiiatioD,  what  shonU 
be  paid  by  the  held  ;  and  in  ease  of  iDdirect  taxes, 
what  should  be  the  duty  on  the  serenl  article* 
taxed,  and,  in  either  case,  (o  direct  the  mode  of 
[  the  same,  by  whom 
horn  collected,  and  to 
horn  paid.    But  I  never  did  suppose  taat  this 

Ewer,  even  aided  by  (he  sweeping  clause,  could 
conceived  seriously  to  extend  to  the  providing 
means  to  those  who  had  to  pay  the  tax,  whereby 
they  were  to  be  aided  in  (be  paymenL  Such  a 
construction  woald  as  well  justify  the  paasinra 
law  compelliag  the  culture  of  land  ia  a  patnieolar 
way,  whereby  the.crops  might  be  iocreaMd;  at 
the  farmer  canuai  pay  bis  tax,  unless  he  raises 
produce  for  sale ;  or  indeed  it  mixht  be  extended 
10  compel  him  lo  use  plaster  of  Paris  to  improve 
his  crop,  and  facilitate  the  paytBeni;  whieli  I 
should  deny,  even  if  the  tax  was  made  payable  in 
produce. 

The  same  ffentleman  seems  to  hare  rdied  on 
the  article  "  Thai  no  capitation,  or  direct  lax, 
should  be  laid,  hot  ia  proportion  to  the  census," 
as  forming  an  exception  to  tbe  powers  ot  Con- 
gress; and  I  presume  lueaos  to  infer,  as  this  bill 
will  not  be  a  capitation  tax,  that  Congress  maj 
pats  it,  under  their  power  ")o  lay  and  collect 
taxes,"  and  the  sweeping  cjause  te  carry  their 
specific  powers  into  execution.  Sir,  the  Conven- 
tioa  never  intended  thai  Congre«s  should  have 
or  exercise  the  power  to  esiabTish  banks,  or  they 
would  have  made  use  of  apt  words  to  have  rested 
them  with  it.  Bank,  sir,  is  a  tecboieal  term,  and 
if  they  bad  intended  that  power  they  wotitd  cer- 
tainly have  used  that  term.  When  it  was  in* 
(ended  to  give  any  power,  we  find  the  Conven- 
tion had  no  difficulty  in  expressing  it;  as,  Con- 
gress shall  have  power  ''  to  coin  money  and  reg^ 
nlaie  the  value  thereof,  and  of  foreign  coin" — and 
here  let  me  remark,  is  an  express  power  "to  coin 
money,"  which,  if  we  were  left  to  legal  coostrue- 
tion,  would  be  an  affirmative  pregaant  that  they 
should  not  emit  bills  of- crMit.  Bat,  sir,  we 
need  not  rely  on  construelioo  to  prove  what  pow- 
ers Congress  have  not,  at  one  of  the  amendment* 
to  the  Constitution  provides,  that  "  Congress  shall 
have  no  power  that  is  not  espre—ly  given."  And 
to  give  a  power  by  expression  is  to  use  apt  words 
for  that  purpose;  and  it  of  course  becomes  neces- 
sary to  the  power  in  Congress  leesiabliah  a  baok, 
■bat  sach  a  power  should  be  given  by  such  spe- 
cific terms,  as  would  unequivocally,  and  withoat 
eonstrnetioo,  convey  the  right. 

As  to  the  sweeping  oUnia,  "topaas  all  law* 
aecessary  to  carry  into  effect  tbe  forgoing  pow- 
ers of  Congrest,"  the  letter  of  this  section  con- 
fines its  operation  to  the  specific  powen  of  Con- 
gress, previously  enumerated,  and  can  in  no  sort 
create  constructive  powers,  or  bv  construed  into 
a  cieation  or  extension  of  power.  Sir,  ifadoobt 
cat)  remain  of  its  harmless  and  inoperatire  na- 
lure,  I  trust  it  Will-  be  removed  by  a  reference  to 
the  second  volume  of  the  Federalist,  p^re  SOS. 
"  It  is  exprcasly  to  execute  these  powers,  that  tb« 
'  awaqtiag  elaatc,  as  it  bat  been  affectedly  called 
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'  amhorizci  i^  NriIbiwI  LsaidatnTe  lo.pan  all 
'  oee«mrr  and  propet  lawi.  irihersbeaoyibiDg 
'  exeeptioaaUe,  it  inait  be  wugtit  for  JDthe  ipe- 
'  eifio  pofr«rB,  upQH  which  ihit  geaml  declara- 
'tioD  JB predicated.'  TbedeclaiaiioDiiulf,though 
'it  maf  bechar^able  with  taaiologr  or  radon- 
'  dancf ,  i*  n  lesM  perfecilj  haribins."  .  Her«  we 
find  one  of  the  frBnera  of  this  iDftTument,  wh«D 
d«feo  diDgtbiBarii<3l«,ciltedtbe"sweepii>g«lBaBe," 
from  lh«  charge  of  it*,  being  nied  to  erimid  the 
powen  of  GoD^eia,  or  to  embrace,  other  than 
the  specific  power*,  himaelf  confiniDg  it  to  the 
esprea  powen,  and  indeed  dmlarin^  that  it  give 
DO  power,  was  «  mere  taatologj'.  Yet  geotlemen 
•eetalo  thiak  that  it  is  an  imporlant  delegation 
of  powerj  and  eoafideDtlf  quote  it  as  stiah,  and 
indeed  if  their  ooniltnccioD  of  it  were  iadalged, 
it  iroatd  djsebai^e  as  fram  erery  CoiistliDtioQal 
obligaiion,  thai  we,  in  oar  diseretio)),  might  sup- 
pose the  pnblie  good  required,  but  I  iraat  the  good 
senae  and  patriotisn  of  ibu  House  will  lever 
aoBer  it  to  aohetiiule  disewlioQ  (oi  expreMioa, 
their  wiil  for  the  law. 

An  honorable  memhar  fmm  North  Otroliaa 
(Mr.  Aliton)  has,  with  soma  eonfideitea,  cited 
the  tenth  section  of  (he  first  artiole:  ''No State 
■hall  emit  bill*  of  credit,  or  make  iBf  thing  bat 
gold  and  silver  a  tender:"  He  nrged  ihii  denial 
of  the  nght  to  the  States  to  emit  bills  of  credit 
aa  a  per^et  profaibition  of  the  States  to  grant 
bank  cbBrten,aDd  insisted  tjiat  bank  notes  were 
bllU  of  etedii.  Ha  spoke  of  this  section  as  a 
diseorerY  of  bis  own.  Dot  aotieed  by  anybody 
before  him  a*  applicable  to  ttte  case.  Sir,  the 
Hentleman  certainly  misapplies  the  term,  "billi 
of  eredit"  to  "  bank  notes."  The  term  "  bills  of 
credit"  was  avrif  intended  to  express  and  pro- 
hibit iha  emiHion  of  p^per  motief,' which  liad 
been  emitted  by  the  States  end  by  Coagtess,  du- 
ring tbe  war  of  tbe  Rerelmion.  and  had  so  de- 
preoisted  as  to  impresa  the  Conrention  with  the 

Svpnetf  of  probibiliiig  their  emission  in  futore. 
f  a  recDrrenee  to  the  proceedings  of  ibe  old 
CongTflsa,  aad  the  lawa  of  the  sevenl  i9tntes,  it 
wiil  no  foand  that  the  term  "  bills  of  credit"  was 
techniGaUy  tned  for  paper  money ;  nor  can  there 
be  leas  doabt  that  bank  notes  hava  also  their 
technical  meaniag,  as  the  psper  issned  by  bank 
directors,  and  tteifher  .of  the  terras  "  bills  of 
credit,"  or  "  bask  notes,"  ooold  by  men  of  legal 
ioteiligenae  In  ascd  for  the  other.  "Bank  note," 
and  a  "  bill  of  eredlt''an  terms  so  well  known  to 
the  law,  that  in  legal  pariaace  neither  coold  be 
snbsiiiuted  Tot  the  other.  On  a  pToasaatlon  for 
eon  ate  rfei  ting  either,  the  other  sMld  not,  I  ap- 
prehend, be  siren  in  evideooe.  '  1  most  therefore 
iDsiat  thai  the  graiteman's  eoaiiroetion  oT  tbe 
CoDstitDttoiv  is  incorrect.  Bat,  sir,,  if  it  was 
carrrct,  and  the  States  eoiM  sat  grant  bank 
ehartera,  woold  it  follow  that  the  Oorernment  of 
the  United  States  woald  posMts  th«  rightl.  I 
iweamna  aot,  tintcss  that  aniele  of  tha  Constitu- 
tion which  deolares  "  that  alipowersnotgruoiad 
ta  CoDgresa  are  reseited  to  the  Slates  or  the  peo- 
ple," sbatl  be  bkolt«d  oik  of  tha  inslrameat,  or 
IMtUr  diat«ga«d«d.  .jBir,  I  bapa  w«  hare  itot 


already  arrived  to  that  lust  of  power;  and  I 
trust  the  present  case,  when  its expediegcy  comes 
to  be  esamined,  will  not  seduce  any  member  of 
this  House  from  his  regard  to  this  hallowed  in- 
strument. 

Sir  the  eiecretary  of  the  Treasury,  (A.  Ham- 
ilton.) at  the  time  of  the  pa«aee  □(  the  law  es- 
ublishiog  the  United  BLacea'  Bank,  and  who 
may  be  called  the  father  of  it,  labored  with  nn- 
eesaingassidaicyiia every  stage  of  it,  to  give  it 
a  legilimM«  existence.  We  see  him,  sir,  insist- 
ing on  the  power  to  grant  this  charter,  as  con- 
ferred by  the  section  that  auihorixes  Gongreaato 
lay  and  collect  taxes,  and  by  the  sweeping  clause, 
"10' pass  all  laws  neoessary  lo  carry  the  prece^ 
ding-powers  into  eKsct,"  HDvihing  in  hi*  opin- 
ion,  in  the  "Federalist,"  before  ciied,  as  to  the 
harmlen  quality  of  ihe  sweeping  ctaose,  to  tha 
confliary  ootw i that* d ding.  8ir,wesee  him  driven 
frwn  these  stands  by  the  Aiiorney  Oeneral,  (Mr  , 
Randolph,)  and  by  the  iheti  Secretary  of  State 
(Mr.  Jefierion,)  (he  last  of  whom  insisted  that  a 
proposition  in  ihe  Cottvoniiod  to  aaihorize  Con- 
gresa  to  grant  eorporalioas,  had  been  rejected; 
which  so  thoronghly  closed  the  case  thai  we  find 
Mr.  Hamilioa,  although  he  questioned  the  au- 
thdiiieihi  of  the  docainent  relative  to  the  reject- 
ion (by  tbe  Convention)  of  the  ariicles  alleged 
to  have  been  rejected,  taking  post  behind  that 
article  of  the  Consiitntion,  that  "  Congress  shall 
have  power  to  dispose  of,  and  make  all  needful 
rules  and  regulations,  rcj-pectiag  the  territory,  or 
other  properly,  belonging  to  the  United  3»ies," 
and  insisting  tbat  the  shares  of  the  stock,  con- 
lempland  to  be  enhsf  rlbed  by  the  United  Slates, 
would  bring  the  law,  graniing  thccharier,  within 
that  section  which  authorized  the  United  Sutes 
to  makd  all  needful  rules  and  regulation*  respeot- 
ing  tbe  property  of  the  United  StViet.  But  this 
would  not  justify  Ihe  renewal,  as  Congress  have 
■old  their  stock,  Thos,  sir,  we  find  the  adneate^ 
of  this  power  in  Congress  to  graat  a  charter  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  fixing  on  a  vari- 
ety of  tbe  sections  of  ib«  Conslimtioa,  from 
whenea  they  Safer  We  have  the  right ;  and  al- 
thoDgU  by  the  express  letter  of  *n  amendment  to 
the  OonsirtDiioa,  Oongres*  can  exercise  no  power 
not  expresily  or  specifically  granted,  yet  thes« 
gantlcmen  insist  we  have  the  right,  although 
they  cannot  agree  among  themselves  on  the  arti- 
cle by  irbicb  it  is  apecilied,  and  indeed  each  isan 
authority  against  ^he  otber,  thai  the  power  is  not 
granted  at  all;  and  although  tbcy  all  agree  on  iia 
being  Conslitutionel,  they  are  as  ranch  at  a  loss 
to  Sx  oD  the  article  by  wbieb  it  is  made  so,  as 
the  ladies  of  Strasburg  were  (o  decide  on  the 
composition  of  Sterne's  celebrated  nose ;  ihaogh 
they  all  agreed  it  was  a  noble  noee.  ^^ 

The' gentleinan  from  Marylaod  says,  Congrasa 
have,  by  the  law  authorixing  a  branch  of  thu 
bank  to  be  esMblished  at  New  Orleans,  reeog- 
niaed  their  right  to  grant  aohatier;  and  iaatata 
that  ihia  ought  to  be  cooiitjered  as  an  anthontjr 
to  thai-purpose.  Strange  that  the  giniieman'a 
■eat  ibould  ao  transcend  hta  jndgment  aa  to  u- 
ddce  kirn  to  presi  mj  futile  aa  argtunenu  .  Uoa. 
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frcM,  It  tho  time  of  paniuf  that  l««r,  bad  a  right 
1o  make  anj  law  oecoMr;  for,  and  beoeGeiario 
Mew  OtlccQB ;  it  w««  ibeo  a  terriiory,  and  by  the 
B(Miti*e  proriiions  of  the  Const ilution,  Coagnu 
Bare  the  power  to  make  all  "  oeedTul  rule*  aod 
regulaiioni  reipeetlng  their  territories  or  other 
ptopenjr ;"  thef  hate  erelosiTe  legislation  over 
ft,  and  majr  make  any  taw  that  a  Sltte  oooU,  a* 
to  its  ^TernmeDt,  at  well  as  anr  law  autborised 
Iqr  the  Conaiituiion  lo  be  pasMd  by  Coogress. 

Sir,  by  tbii  charter,  the  directors  of  this  bank 
were  authorised  lo  Gx  braoches  in  every  ^rt  of 
tb«  Uoiud  Stales,  and  when  Congren  became 
th*  pvrchaaers  of  New  OrfeBDs,  tbey  considered 
.  it  a  portion  of  the  United  SinMi,  and  of  eoime 
ifeai  the  directors  of  ibis  bank  bad  the  tight  lo 
establish  the  New  Orleao*  bnooh  bank,  and  fell 
>o  hesilafioa  to  declare  it  by  law,  as  (hey  bad  a 

Crfect  ConsitlDtioDal  right  to  make  all  needful 
vs  for  their  territories,  of  which  the  Orleans 
Territory  then  was,  and  yet  ts  obc.  Yel,  sir,  this 
act  of  go«d  foith'  in  the  nation,  to  this  bsnk,  is 
pressed  as  an  authoriiy  la  bind  this  House  to 
consider  the  constitutionality  of  this  question  as 
Milled;  bat  the  good  lansaofihis  b<Nlywill*e- 
enre  the  United  States  from  the  calamilv  of  re- 
chartering  this  bank,  and  aomaiiting  the  nest  in* 
(crests  of  this  nation  to  its  foreign  and  domestic 
Mtemies. 

Now,  sir,  baTing  preeeated  this  view  of  the  un- 
coDstitoiionality  of  this  question,  1  rouot  beg  the 
further  indnlgeoea  of  the  Hoaie,  while  I  preseat 
aUo  my  tiew  of  iu  inexpediency. 
-  Sir,  ihia  eharl«r  is  very  neai-ly  allied  to  the 
ftndJeg  system)  they  bad  a  coeval  eanceplioa, 
nd  the  sam«  progeniiors.  Tbey  wereeoaoeived 
in  sin,  and  tiorn  id  iniqniiy.  The  funding  sysiein 
was  fonnded  in  the  basest  of  fnadt,  to  the  best 
of  men,  the  war-wi)rn  soldier,  whose  nscetsities 
compelled  him  lo  part  with  his  certificates,  the 
price  of  his  blood  «ad  toil  dnriog  an  eight  years 
war;  aod  ant  of  which  the  areh-speculaiar,  avail- 
ing himself  of  those  necessities  had  ccepanned 
faim  al  half  a  crown  in  ilte  pound.  These  eertifl- 
caiet,  sir,  were  funded  to  the  holders  with  iheirin- 
lerest  at  par,  and  wiifa  other  eerfiScainfor  supptias 
lor  the  Army  and  Navy,  which  had  alio  depreci- 
ated, Were  fooded  at  par.  And  although  it  waa 
aUj  contended  ibat  the  ceriiBeate*  granted  to 
thx  original  holders  only  should  be  fVnirA  at 
par,  and  that  those  held  br  ■pechlators-should 
be  funded  at  a  certain  eiobaiigc,  ym,  sir,  soeh 
was  the  infl^e»ce  of  thai  well  organised  band, 
■nderihe  aoapice*  of  the  then  Secreury  of  the 
Treasury,  thatnodiscrimiMtion  conid  beeffeeted 
whereby  Congress  might  have  been  justified  \a 
paying  the  poor  soldier  for  bis  loss,  by  being 
obliged  lo  part  with  his  certificate  at  leas  than  its 
•omiaal  valne;  a  loss  occasioned  by  the  insbiliiy 
of  Congress  to  pay  them  at  the  lime  agreeably  to 
tbeir  contract;  a  loss,  by  Cenffress  forcing  upon 
tbetn  these  certificates,  and  their  total  inattention 
Ml  the  payment  of  them,  for  many  yesrs,  and 
vatil  they  were  possated  by  the  hepeftil  band  of 
apeeulMora  who  were  the  aciire  agentli  of  this 
apMcn.    Aa  n  erideiHie  uf  ■»  oMn^lio*,  tho 


Cohliaeatal  bills  of  civditwbioh  had  been  issued 
from  time  to  lime  were  to  ba  fandet}  at  one  dol- 
lar in  the  hundred.  They,  sir.  were  as  a  circa- 
laling  medinm  in  the  hands  of  the  people,  wb*^ 
howsver  booeslly  they  might  have  received  them 
for  supplies  lo  ilw  Army  and  Navv,  >i  the  same 
lime,  nod  at  the  'same  price  that  ineir  aeighlMra 
furnished  them  supptieL  for  which  (hey  took 
their  certificates,  which  laia  system  foadod  at  pai 
for  the  benefit  of  speentator^  while  the  holders  of 
the  bills  of  credit  were  fimdediai  one  haadredfoi 
one.  Could,  sir,  anything  bat  eorroptioa  have 
prevented  the  diserimiBaiKm  betweeat  the  origi- 
nal holders  of  the  eetiifieatcs  aadthaspeenlaiant 
or  have  indnotd  the  bnding  of  certifi^Oct  (foa 
sapplies  famished  at  the  same  tioa  mad  the  mme 

Ernst)  at  pat,  (hat  denied  it  to  those  kcMisg  the 
ills  of  credit  1 

This  banking  system  wai  portly  aoftdo  oprf 
ibese  corropl  materials  of  the  funding  aystei^ 
whioh  composed  a  portion  ef  itastockj  was  ill^ 
gitimale  in  its  conce^lioi(,  partial  in  its  establish- 
ment, and  corrupt  in  ii^  admioiatralioa;  iaa  mam- 
moth moneyed  aristocracy,  violative  of  the  Coa- 
ttilutioo,  of  nnlawfol origin,  under  thenontrolof 
fareigiBrs,  who  have  proved  their  priaotpiea,  by 
the  selection  of  its  directors,  oUFederalisie.  Thia 
stock  was  to  be  snbsciibed  at  a  thorl  tlaf  in  Phil- 
adelphia, convenient  only  to  that  neighborhood; 
it  was  partial.  When,  in  Maryland,  a  baak  is  to 
be  CBlaUished  by  law,  the  proportion  of  each 
county  is  allotted  tt;  books  are  opened,  and  ihe 
stock  snbscribed  for  in  eaehcooaty;  ond  why 
were  not  beaks  opened  in  each  Burte,  aad  their 
partioDs  of  the  stock  allotted  to  ibemas  in  Hary- 
laod?  Sir.  when  we  coneider  that  the  dlreciora 
of  the- mother  bank  in  Philadelphia  are  elected 
under  theinflucaoe  of  foreign  otochholdera,  to  the 
amount  of  upwards  of  seven-tentfai  of  ihewhoJe 
capital,  we  are  not  left  moeh  to  tonjeetnre,  why 
these  tweniy-five  directors  are  all  of  a  par(ico]*r  po- 
tiucal£omplexioo,norwhyalisiordtem,andofih« 
directors  of  the  branchea,  as  required,  bas  net 
been  {umished,  as  an  ageot  here  had  it  in  hia 
power.  Sir,  1  sboold  have  been  glad  of  tbe  list, 
as  heiog  pretty  well  read  in  the  biograpby  of  the 
people  of  this  aoaatry,  I  shoold  have  beea  ena- 
bled to  have  pointed  oat,  I  havo  no  doaht,  a 
number  of  traitors  to  the  Revolution.  Borritea, 
and  tmbargo-breakers;  tho  whale  phalanx  being 
at  every  stage  of  Bepablican  Admin istmtioa*  cc 
this  aoantry,  with  fern  excef  ttoos,  appoeed  to  bv»- 
ry  mensaie  of  those  AdaaioMmtioM.  I  am  a  lit- 
tle surprised  at  their  temerity  in  asking  aad  ex- 
peeling  a  iWKWal  of  that  charter  by  which  di- 
recloM  have  need  their  infioeaee  corruptly  to 
control  the  measaresef  tlreQovcrameat,tind  the 
eleeiioos  Of  the  patiiotin  farorites  of  the  people. 
We  have  eeea  a  petition,  signed  by  a  aamber  of 
tlie  merehnnia  of  Pbilade(phia,  addrenvd  to  Oen* 
eral  WAaHntoTMi,  to  ratify  Jay's  laemoraUo 
Treaiy,,B  nnmharof  whom  werekaowa  to  have 
been  its  bitter  cnemiea,  and  it  is  a  wril-haown 
fact,  that  the  reason  aalgaed  by  theos  Ji>r  that 
act  WB^  that  they  were  induced  to  tobscribe  it 
■■dec  IM  thrcaia  «£  iheae  buk  dirtaian^  ibat  tf 
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tber  ^<'  '■o'l  '^f  i*'*^  exfiwt  ki>  more  aeooin- 
tnodition  at  the  bank.  We  Imt«  itM  «i  Balii- 
more  Uwiritiflaanee  esened  Id  the  oMmorable 
•lection  bciwMD  Oeoenl  Smith  aod  Mf.  Wio' 
chaster,  wh«r«  Bdward  Johnioa,  noir  M«f  bt  or 
BaltinHTe,  lod  ■  baofc  dir«ei»  of  the  State  of 
Marrland,  aod  Ur.  Matthews,  now  and  ofien  a 
baolL  direotor,  were  not  oot,  beeiawthef  bad  the 
preenmptioB  to  thini  for  themselves,  and  the  te- 
neTitjr  lo  rote  for  Qeneral  Sioiih.  These  geo- 
tlroe*   were  of   ttBUeroishfd   repaiaiian,  and 

nuallir  eittided  to  respect  with  their  saeeeasors. 
■■Te  not  a  aiacle  donbt  but  tbev  did  not  auit 
(h«  direetors  of  tbe  mother  b«ok  ;  tli«r  bad  eop- 
ported  a  patriotic  Hotdierof  tbe  Revoluiion,  a  sin 
of  loo  deepadyCto  be  fopgiven  bjr  this  Britaante 
shown  band,  who  h»re  laielf  put  the  seal  to  Ihcif 
principles  in  the  eteetioo  of  Evan  Joaea,  now 
president. of  the  branch  bank  al  New  Orteaas, 
who  eacceeds  a  nntlemaD  of  repuUina  princi* 
plea.  This  Mr.  Joaesissaid  to  be  arefegeefrom 
the  United  Stain  at  the  eammeneemeM  of  the 
Amerieao  Rerolniion,  arrd  a  Briilrii  officer,  dur- 
ing- Ibai  period,  who  has  been  Utelr  more  than 
■nspeeltd  to  be  one  of  Bott's  chosen  hand.  If  at 
a  tine  when  the  directors  are  aoliciiiag  the  t»- 
sewal  of  their  oharter,  they  ebn  thna  oatrage 
ererjr  principle  for  which  oar  pttriou  bled,  vai 
prefer  tbe  patricide  to  the  patriot,  at  a  time  when 
the  oye  of  the  natian  was  fiied  opon  (bem-~what, 
I  Mh,  after  a  twenty  years'  ranewal  of  chaner, 
nay  Ifaey  not  be  exprated  to  do,  or  bow,  in  {he«a*e 
of  ft  war  wilh  Oteat  Biilaia,  raigbl  they  not  be 
expected  to  act?  How  woald  a  patriot  of  Ame- 
lica  be  eipeeied  to' act  in  supplying  faode  to  eur 
«namiesfo  proeeetata  a  war  against  ihiNcoantrf? 
It  would  eerlalBly  be  a  treasonable  adherias;  lo 
oar  eneeaies,  giving  them  aid  and  comfort.  Bai, 
■tr,  w«  are  loTd  tbis  is  a  bermlaH  inslitatina,  all 
tnportaH  to  the  fiscal  eoneera*  of  ibe  United 
States;  inflaenced  by  «o  motJTae  but  iba  coat- 
moo  good.  Strange,  indeed,  wotrid  ft  be,  lo  as- 
cribe to  the  sioelcholders  of  se*feo-tenth*  of  tbe 
«apiul  of  tbis  baob,  (reported  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasnry.io  be  foreigaers,)  and  koowa  to 
he  Engltshmen,  a  disposition  friendly  to  thie 
coantry.  Sir,  hera  is  a  strong  fordgn  inBoenee 
on  the  moneyed  coacems  of  tbit  eouairy.  MOney 
has  been  eorrecily  called  tbe  sinews  of  war;  and 
are  we  to  suppose  that  Biiions  are  irat  as  mnch 
attached  to  their  coonlry  as  Aioericana  arelo 
theirs,  or  that  the  Etreogtii  sad  iofleenee  of  ibis 
insiitntioii  will  not  be  put  in  firil  operation  against 
US  when  it  has  been  committed  to  the  care,  and 
vot  uttAet  the  direction  of  men  koown  to  be  in 
hostility  to  the  best  inleretts  of  thie  cpDoiry? 

GeDtlemen  on  the  otber  side,  however,  inaist 
that  there  Is  do  improper  inSnenee  to  be  appre- 
hended, and  dear  it  to  be  a  party  qoestion,  al- 
ihougb  it  is  welt  koown  to  have' originated  in 

Emy,  under  the  auspices  of  the  great  Paderal 
■der,  Alexander  Hamilton;  alihoagh  it  has 
been  ooodDcted  by  directors  of  the  mother  bank, 
exelmivelyFederaHsls;  andalthough  every  Pcd- 
eralisi  in  tbis  Honsa  is  now  lt«  advocate,  it  Is 
eaid  lo  ba  hartnlesa^    I  thiok,  sir,  tba  pLaoiag  in 


the  hands  of  twenty-five  direetort,  eleolad  bf 
stookbolders  seveo-lenths  foraigKers,  lo  have  ifaja 
direction  of  twenty   millioDs  of  dollam,  whea  i 

money  ia  admitted  to  be  the  sinews  of  war,  par-  ' 

tioollrly  when  wa  coDsider  their  political  com- 
plexion, and  retrace  iheir  political  conduct,  ea«- 
not  be  safe  to  onr  repubUoan  institn lions,  on  tha 
seore  of  iis  moaeyed  ioQueoce.  But  whan  wa 
oooaider  the  patronage  of  these  directors,  who^ 
by  the  cfaartei,  have  a  right  lo  establish  as  maof 
branches  in  the  Uoiied  Slates  as  they  please,  say 
one  to  each  State,  with  the  appoiutmeoi  of  thir- 
teen direeton,  a  president,  and  seven  officers  la 
each  branch,  with  as  great  aecommodatioas  as 
direeiors,  aad  salaries  to  their  officers  averagiaf 
a  thotttand  dollars  a  year  eech,  making  anvarde 
of  one  handred  and  sevaoty  thousand  doUar*  to 
ibrir  officers,  and  more  to  tbeir  director*— air, 
this  is  a  -paironage  creater  than  ia  posteaaed  ^ 
tbe  Pteaidaot  of  iba  United  Slates.  And  will  any 
gentleman  who  reaarda  the  solid  iaierest  of  this 
eomUrybcdispoaea  to  give  thie  aristocracy,  organ- 
ixed  as  it  is,  andvompoied  of  auob  maieriala,  tha 
key  of  this  Troastiry  ,wiiii  its  privileges  ?  I  bad 
always  sappoaed  that  the  Treasury  of  tbis  coun- 
try ought  to  be  in  thehandiof  Represanlativeaof 
tbe  American  people ;  they  are  said  to  hold  tba 
■ntaa-alrings  of  tha  ttaiien's  treaanre,  and  not  that 
body  who  now  directs  Ihid  bank.  Have  they  bm 
deoonnced  tha  AdmiDislration  and  every  raeattira 
of  the  Ooveromeiit,  and  supported  it*  most  iava^ 
««tB  eocmies  ?    But  suppose  them  to  have  baaa 


in  all  their  mcuarca|  ongbt  the  natioaU 

_..^ Dtalives  to  give  to  loreigBars,  knowiag 

them  to  be  tnph,  the  immettaa  advajnagas  flow- 


in*  from  the  reoawal  of  this  charter,  or  to  ana  ari 
of^her  eiiizeni  tUs  baitefit,  which  taa^  have  en- 
joyed for  twaaty  yearn,  in  exclusion  of  bw  oihat 
citizens,  who,  to  say  no  more,  are  equally  entilM 
to  the  favors  of  Oovcrameal? 

If^  air,  we  have  the  power  Md  led  it  nacesaatr 
to  the  fiscal  coaearo*  of  the  nation  to  have  a  N»> 
tional  Bank,  iha  eight  miliicHi  two  hundred  thoa- 
laod  dollars  heU  fay  fofeigoers  ia  its  funds  ought 
to  be  witbdrawh,  and  that  share  of  stock  disiri- 
bated  among  the  Siatee,  having  an  eye  to  stools 
already  held  by  eitizeu  }  aa  that  the  propottlm 
of  each  State.  agraaaUy  lo  the  relative  cenaua  rf 
tbe  Stales,  might  be  apportioned  and  aabsortbed, 
whereby  lae  eilablishmeot  might  be  pvrged  « 
itsbrergn  iaflaenea.  Bat,  it  is  said,  thne  fw^ 
eigoeri  will  aend  tbeir  gold  to  Eogknd.  Out 
any  man  of  sound  Judgment  aupposa  they  would 
traoefer  tbeir  capiial  to  Eoglaul  and  take  foar 
per  ceat.  ia  England,  and  that  in  paper,  whaa 
they  can  loan  their  money  in  this  country,  at  ate 
per  cenL  and  get  the  interest  ia  specie  1 

Sir,  tfacre  eaa  ba  no  poesibiliiy  of  their  ezporlinf 
their  Block  ia  specie  very  speedily,  when  you  iak« 
a  view  of  the  late  report  of  tbe  Treasury  j  ihar 
will  not  have  apeeie  to  meet  tha  speeie  eagaga* 
ments  of  ib«  bank.  Sir,  this  iustiiQtwa  was  •»■ 
lablished  J>y  tbe  Saoreiary  of  the  TiaasMiy,  with* 
out  aboDos  or  any  solid  advantage  lo  the  United 
Siatee.  He  well  knowing  what  had  been  tb* 
e^agaiMBia  of  iha  aioikhoUars  of  iha  Bank  ol 
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BngI*Bd,  at  it«  mubliiibffl«Dt,and  frrqurat 
tFD*fons  in  iu  accoTDmodiiioBS  to  the  Britisb 
Government;  and  thai  the  dFTaagemcm  i 
Ibcal  coDceros  had  forcrd  tbese  ezteDsioB*  on 
that  QoTernmeDt.  HeaUowdl  knew  that  when 
the  ttvo  iDiarance  fire  eonipaniei,  "The  Loo- 
doD"  and  the'Royal  Fire  lD*nranee  Company, 
mre  eaiabliBhed  wiih  a  capital  or  four  bandred 
and  fif^;  thousand  pound*  KFrlinE  each,  thVy 
nre  IB  a  bonut  (o  me  Briiitfa  QoTemment  one 
Eondred  and  Gfif  ihoannd  pounds  each,  and  yet 
thii  experience  was  not  lurned  to  the  i>enefitof 
the  United  Blaiei;  but  ibii  charier  ma  sranled 
wilhoui  any  beoefil  bat  to  ((peculators,  wno  were 
holder*  of  the  funded  debt,  which  waa  made  a 
part  of  the  stock  of  thia  bank.  Sir,  in  the  pro- 
riiioDi  of  the  law  for  the  ettabtisbmeac  of  ihi 
bank,  whose  capital  was  to  have  been  ten  mil 
liooaof  dollkrs,  the  slockholders  were  so  favored, 
■a  to  be  permitted  lo  go  on  aa  scon  as  foar  hno' 
dred  Ihoorand  dollars  were  paid  in,  (on»-twentr- 
flflh  part  of  (he  capital,)  and  thus  on  that  small 
■oro  they  proceeded  to  busjness'and  received  an 
Intereai  on  fifteen  millions  of  dollars;  and  to  miMh 
in  conclave  are  iti  cDncemi,  and  a»  much  Bad< 
the  oontrol  of  men  of  a  particular  political  eon_ 
plexion,  all  the  diraclor*  of  ib«  mother  'twak  at 
all  times  have  been  Federal  or  worse,  many  of 
them  torieror- moDirghisti;  so  that,  as  to  its 
aecr«tij  it  might  be  com  pa  red  to  the  in()UMition, 
and  being  under  such  aoDtrollhsve  qverdoobted 
the  statement  of  its  fffnda.  Sir,  (he  hamiliaitoo 
of  hiving  aneh  an  assemblage  of  character 

lacted  byfortigners  to  select  directors  for  

brBDchas  in  each  State  has  ever  been  truly  grat- 
ing to  tba  honeai  feelio^  of  Repuhticans,  and 
TKiIative  of  the  rights  of  [he  Slates,  to  whom  an 
independent  Republican  Qorerniuenl  has  been 
gna  ran  lied. 

Sir,  there  can  be  no  necessity  for  this  bank. 
The  Slate  banks  are  abnndaailysufficleoc  to  sup- 
ply every  requisition,  if  ih«  United  Stale*  depos- 
lies  are  mada  in  them.  This  goea  all  ieoglhs  to 
defeat  the  argomenta  of  gentlemen,  predicated  on 
lh«  principle  of  neaessity,  aa  veiling  this  power 
in  Confess.  There  are  banka  is  Baliiniore 
alone  with  a  nominal  capital  ef  eight  milttons 
two  hundred  and  eighty  ibousand  dollars,  four 
millions  nine  hundred  thousHod  dollars  of  which 
is  paid  in  ;  and  if  a  nominal  capital  of  the  Uni- 
ted Sum'  Bank  of  ten  millions  of  ddlars,  with 
four  hundred  tboutaad  dollars  only  paid  in, 
could  begin  and  progreM  in  business,  is  it  possi- 
ble to  doubt  that  ibe  bank*  of  Baltimore,  with 
foormillions  nine  hundred  thousand  dollars  paid 
in,  already  in  operation,  could  not.  go  on,  with  the 
deposites  of  ibe  United  Statea,  Bad  extend  their 
business,  so  as  to  give  every  necessary  accommo- 
dation to  individuals  and  the  public  1  Can  there 
be  any  magic  in  the  United  States'  Bankl  Or 
can  airy  hoaeii  American  feel  ■  predilection  to  its 
foreign  aiDckholders,  or  lo  Ibeir  hopefol  selection 
of  directors?  1  (rust  not.  Therefore,  there  can 
be  no  cause  of  alarm ;  no  danger  to  the  fiscal  coo- 
aarns  of  the  naitiMi.  But,  sir,  many  of  the  States 
bave  banks,  and  wiU  no  doabt  conduct  them  aa  ' 


hpnesily  and  impartially  aa  the  United  Statca' 
Bank  baa  been  condsated,  and  under  ihe  direc- 
tion of  men  the  United  Stales  may  as  safelf 
trust,  and  on  whom  the  public  may  a*  confldeoily 
rely  for  accommodation;  unlei^  peradvcniure'r 
some  gentlemen  might  repose-more  coa&dencs 
in  foreigners,  than  in  their  own  eitizena;  bat  I 
hope  and  irust  there  are  none  such  within  this 
sanctuary  of  the  liberties  of  the  aaiioii.  W« 
have  been  tuld  by  a  gentleman  from  Naw  York, 
(Mr.  FiBE,)  that  Rgriaaliure,4;oinmerc«, and  BMB- 
ufaclures,  will  receive  a  vital  stab  by  suffering  ifaa 
obarter  of  this  bank  to  expire.  This  is  a  grwind- 
less  phantom,  produced  by  the  feverish  fancy  of 
Ibis  {ftoilemaa  laboring  tinder  the  bank  manias 
bat,  sir,  if  agriculture,  commerce,  and  maauEac- 
tures,  were  .to  feel  it,  in  the  ezteni  suggested  by  iha 
gentleman,  I  irUst  those  claues  of  our  fellow- 
citizens  would  bear  it  with  fortiiude,  when  ifaey 
reflected  that  it  could  net  be  renewed  bat  by 
a  violation  of  the.  Constitution  of  lbs  United 
S(Bte^T-a  Tjolatioa  of  the  rights  of  the  Stales,  i» 


depeadeiHie,  for  which  ibe  best  blood  of 
oar  heroes  vasshedon  thvaltarof  liberty.  Thia 
charier  is  a  cancer  on  the  body  politic,  which  I 
hope  we  shall  suffer  ibe  hand  of  time  to  eiiscet- 
aia  and  cradicaie^  and  no  linger  suffer  any  foreign 
agency  in  the  regulation  of^  the  -  internal  c&ira 
of  this  country ;  and  ibat  we  shall  preaerva  oat 
fiscal  concerns  from  the  influence  «f  tboae  whose 
interesi  it  is  lo  destroy  ihem.  But  we  are  told, 
by  iheaame  gentleman,  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  whom  be  calls  the  Chanoeilat  of  th» 
Eiebequer.  has  reported  this  bank  as  ttcceaaary 
to  tha  fiscal  concerns  of  ibis  country  ;  and  I  sap- 
pose,  W  giving  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
[he  title  of  CbancellDr  of  the  Eiebequer,  he- 
Wished  to  impress  this  Hcaise  with  the  poweia  of 
[bat  officer  ia  England,  to  give  an  impoiiag  in- 
fluence [o  the  Seetetary  here;  and  while  he  ad- 
vocates the  intcreU^f  ibese  foreign  stockholdeta, 
ht  so  far  forgets  himself  aa  to  inirodnce  into  oar 
Government  a  Chancellor  of  the  Kzchequer;, 
but  I  hope  we  shall  exercise  our  own  judgment, 
and  be  satisfied  with  our  own  QovernmeDt,  or* 

Cized  IS  it  is,  disregarding  the .  principles  of 
lien  Governments,  and  ibe  iniereat  of  foiaiga 
stocanolder*.    Sir,  we  are  told  by  the  samafen- 
ileman  that  Congress  sold  10  foreigners  two  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  of  the  slock  in  ibi*  bank, 
but  a  few  years  ago  ;  and,  therefore,  we  ought 
-  renew  the  cbarteiv    Sir,  ibe  purchasers  knew 
e  tenure  by  which  this  charter  was  held,  and 
e  precise  momeiH  of  ita  death ;   they  bought 
as  it  was,  a  perishalite  article,  and  the  selling 
of  the  stock  by  the  United  Slates  ought  to  have- 
been  considered  as  the  tocsin  of  iU  diasoluiioa, 
at  the  time  appointed  for  il.    The  cbim  u>  re- 
wihe  charter  on  that  ground,  ia  as  ridiculous  at 
r  a  man  who  has  bought  a  horse,  on  his  death 
demand  another.     We  are  told  of  the  vast  ia- 
conveniauoe  our  DMrchanis  will  ezperieaee  by 
not  having  an  universally  circulating  medium  i. 
how,  say  tbey,  can  money  be  paid  by  a  BwioaiaiL 
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■I  New  0(Imm  ?  Sir,  mooey  U  sot  paid  in  laigt 
oommercUl  traDiBciioos,  and,  if  it  were,  would 
it  Doi  bean  easy  matler,ila  merchant  baa  Boat  OD 
bank  holes,  to  get  tbe  specie  for  th«iB)  and  leud 
that  to  New  OrUaasI  How,  I  aik,  would  he  do 
if  be  wanted  the  moaey  at  the  Havana,  or  any 
foreign  port  ?  And  why  caoiiot  he  do  lae  same 
at  New  Oil«a»a  %  Sir,  ihU  U  the  common  lot  ef 
merchanisl  Bat,  sir,  if  the;geDtlemaa  has  Bos- 
ton United  S(atet>'  braaeb  bank  ooiet,  could  ha 
Kt  gold  far  Lliam  at  tbe  New  Orlewia  brunch 
nkl  No,  «ir,  aad  a  geniieman  w^o  had  five 
liuDdr«d  pouada  i^  the  Uniied  Sialet'  mother 
and  branch  hank  notes,  might  have  (o  to  traTcl 
l«  erery  Slate  having*  back,  to  get  ihe  specie, 
as  netlbsr  will  give  specie  for  the  paper  of'the 
other,  and  are  to  that  pnrpoie  fore^  to  each 
other,  indeed,  it  haa  beea  iugt[ested,  as  a  prac- 
licc,  to  secate  the  bank  from  a  pressprefor  specie, 
to  circulate  the  Easiern  noies  to  ibe  Weil,  and 
so,  trice  i«r<a,  whereby  the  holderi^  oa  ibe  fourth 
of  March,  will  be  put  lo  greai  ineonveateoce 
in  proenriug  specie  for  them.  Sir,  the  people  of 
England  had  no  national  bank  till  the  year  six- 
teen hundred  and  Dinely  seven,  less  than  a  ceo- 
tury  before  tht  eeiablishmeot  of  tbia  bank,  and 
they  were  enabled  10  coadiict  their  great  com- 
mercial concerns,  to  great  advantage ;  and  as  (be, 
United  Stales  had  an  eueoded  commerce  before 
the  establish  meat  of  this  bank,  I  trasi  her  mei- 
ehaatt  will  be  able  still  to  conduct  advantage-, 
otisly  th^ir  commeroial  concemt,  without  our 
aaciificicg  tbe  Constitation  we  are  sworn  to  sup- 
port, or  being  tributary  to  foreigners,  whose  ia- 
tamts  I  never  can  respect,  when  iti  collision  with 
that  of  the  American  people. 

Mr.  BoTD  tatd<  he  was  nnwilling  lo  give  his 
TMe  on  the  ^aestion  of  indefinite  poBtpooemeDt, 
without  oSering  to  Ibe  House,  and  those  that  he 
In  part  represented,  bis  seatiuwnia.  I  shall  rote, 
said  he,  tor  ibe  postponement ;  and,  should  thst 
vote  not  prerail,  then  against  tbe  bill  in  its  pres- 
ent form,  and  every  other  in  which  it  may  be 
presented  to  me  for  a  renewal  of  the  charier  of 
ihe  Back  of  the  United  States,  predicated  on  the 
original  grant ;  because  to  my  mind  it  ii  UQCon- 
siitutioDal.  And  Ikere,  Mr.  Speaker,  you  must 
allow  me  to  go  back  and  take  a  look  at  the  time 
and  manner  of  its  ereation,  and  bow  it  origii^aied. 
To  my  mind  it  was  created  in  aid  of  iheTuinliog 
system — and  what  was  that  debt  so  created,  not 
cooiraciedl  Was  it  for  the  redempiioa  of  the 
bills  of  credit  called  Congress  moaey ,  ihiit  paid 
your  Army  in  tbe  field  ;  fed  and  cloibed  thepa  for 
ycani  No.  Was  it  to  redeem  said  hill*  thai 
were  paid  ta  the  farmer  for  his  flour,  beef,  teams, 
hty,  and  supniies  (o  the  Armyl  No,  do,  sir. 
How  then?  Why.  after  those  bills  had  to  far 
depreciated  that  the  farmers  were  unwilling  to 
receive  them,  then  certifiaates  were  gireo  at  the 
comparBiise  price  of  those  depreciated  bills. 
Then,  again,  it  became  necessary  lo  liquidate 
ihoea  'cenifieaiea  down  to  apeoie  value.  Were 
they  called  ia  then?  No, no,  sir;  no  redemplion 
yet^nd  let  me  tell  you,  air,  it  was  that  paper 
aad  credit  thai  placed  yon  in  that  ehair,  aiMl  me 


on  this  floor.  Well,  next  the  Constitution  ia 
formed,  and  Congress  set  themselves  about  pay- 
ing ihe  debts  ofi^e  Uaiied  Slates,  and  some  part 
of  the  several  Slates'  debt.  Mr.  Speaker,  now 
was  it  done?  Runoera  go  out  iu  every  diteetioik 
to  purchase  those  litjuidaied  ceriiGcatea,  and  ibeji' 
suecsed,  at  %t.  Gd.  id  the  pound  value  up  to  Sii. 
AIL  the  certificates  funded  did  not  oa  an  averag»- 
coai  ihe  purchaser  more  than  five  shillings  iu  the 
pound.  Now,  sir,  the  biila  called  Congress  monefr 
are  all,  or  next  to  all,  sunk  in  the  hands  of  ihe-- 
boldera,  and  Gfieen  ahillings  to  tha  pound  of  the- 
residue.  Now,  sir,  an  sot  of  general  justice  lake^ 
place!  Tbe  said  c ertiii cat e a  are  funded  at  20Sif 
or  their  nominal  value  to  the  speculator ;  and  an,  - 
inierest  of  six  per  cent,  per  anoom  given  to  himi 
to  pay  which,  duties  are  laiii,  and  money  bor- 
rowed to  pay  the  interest  ia  aovaace  of  the  rer- 
enae.  A  charier  is  now  granted  for  a  bank  of 
tea  millions  of  dollars,  seven  and  a  half  million* 
of  which  was  to  be  tdis  aforesaid  Stale  paper, 
and  two  millions  five  hundred  thousand  ia  spe-. 
cie;  aAd  when  a  small  part  of  that  was  paid  in, 
they  ware  allowed  to  begin  their  discouDisana 
issue  iheir  paper  to  dpuble  the  amouol  of  (he 
whole  capital!  vizr  twenty  millions;  these  cer- 
tifieatea  drawing  six  per  cent.,  mrtkiog  seven  mil- 
lions five  hundred  thousand  of  the  slock.    Now, 


posite  of  Ibis  State  paper,  and  twelve  for  tbe  real-, 
due>  Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  ask  where  was 
the  redemplion  fur  these  bank  notes  so  issued? 
Surely  not  iu  the  hiak,  for  that. was  seven  and 
a  hau  millions  Stale  paper  as  above,  drawiag 
six  per  cent.  Nut  in  cash,  for  that  was  not  sup- 
poaed  to  be  there.  Therefore,  lo  my  mind,  thia 
was  a  great  deception ;  swindling  I  will  call  it. 
AhJ  bol,  say  some,  by  this  means  yQU  were  fut- 
nisbed  with  a  capital,  and  enabled  lo  carry  oo- 
commeree  to  a  great  extent.  1  deny  the  iict; 
out  capital  was  the  produeeof  our  soil  and  ia- 
dustry.  Banks,  at  best,  are  no  more  than  a  eon- 
venieocy  to  merehaots;  and  1  respect  honest  mer- 
chants.; they  are  useful,  and  neceMar)r,  but  I  do 
not  include  bank  stock  jobbers,  or  men  calling 
themselves  mercbanis  without  a  capital,  mete 
drones  in  tbe  hive.  No,  sir,  the  latter  is  a  moth 
to  the  Commonwealth. 

it  appears  to  me,  that  this  scheme  of  banking 
s  an  evil  in  its  operation  something  like  tbe  fato . 
able,  alivays  in  .its.  operations,  at  each  round,  , 
depositing  six  per  cent,  to  the  stockholders — for 
what?  The  excfaaoge  of  a  note  discounted,  and 
Ibe  note  sa  lodged  the  beat  of  tbe  two !  Ah,  and 
b  this  indeed  tbe  capital  of  our  country  7  Sir,  I 
am. lost  in  the  chicanery.  The  banks  enable  ua 
to  overuade  on  a  false  capital;' depreciate  our 
property;  demoralize  our  citizens,  and  lake  or 
send  tbe  gold  and  silver  ont  of  the  country.  Let 
me  state,  ibis  a  little  further.  I  will  supposes 
line  drawn  at  a  disuoce  from  the  sea  of  fifty 
miles,  the  whole  length  of  the  coDtiaenL  I 
would  ask,  if  the  culiivatioo  of  that  tract  of 
country  would  be  equal  10  the  mainteniijc^  gf 
themwlvei  and  the**  collected  in  the  cities  *>    I 
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belicTs  noL  Thn,  •s*iD,  let  me  sappOM  ibat, 
OD  ao  ^ftnge,  lb«  irbole  leoglh  of  oor  eoanlry 
in  cDlliraled  to  ibe  dinttnce  of  Iwo  baodred 
niies  from  Uie  Maboird.  Tben,  it  appears,  (bat 
the  average  diaiaoce  ibal  we  have  to  iak«  all  out 
transportable  produce  ii  oae  hundred  and  twenlr- 
fire  milea.  It  ia  believed  ihai  the  eulUTaled  dia- 
HDCt  it.  oa  aa  arerage,  nearly  four  hundred 
tniles,  wnich  will  eohance  tbe  price  of  Iranspor- 
taiian  mostly  bf  land  to  (he  ciii«s.  Now,  sir,  at 
tbe  general  price,  ooe-ibird,  and,  la  aame  easea, 
aoe-aair,  i«  expended  in  getting  ibe  produce  tbere. 
But  ibiaii  kefHout  of  ligbi,  and  nauehsaid  about 
bigb  and  graat  prieei  obtained  by  the  farmer.  It 
ianominal,  not  real.  It  it  paid  tben  in  d«pT«- 
oiated  bank  paper.  Sir,  1  do  eootCDd  that  not 
only  the  bank  paper  is  depreciated,  but  that,  by 
the  Di«ana  of  it*  abundaoee,  the  gold  and  silver 
i»  depreciated.  OtW'  dollar,  eight  fttn  since, 
was  worth  more  'than  one  dollar  afld  fifty  erota 
if  at  this  day.  Besides  all  this.  I  ank,  is  there 
eub  in  their  vaults  to  redeem  their  bills?  No, 
■o,  sir,  not  for  one'bair.  Thus,  sir,  are  tha  peo- 
f[e  swindled  oiit  of  their  property  lo  support 
gambling  and  chicane.  Is  this  what  enhances 
property  and  gives  a  capital  to  carry  on  eom- 
mercef  No,  ior  myself,  I  think  not.  It  is  the 
product  of  our  soil  and  oor  industry  ihai  is  the 
Mpital,  aad  on  that  ve  do  and  oaght  to  trade; 
mod  that  traje  ought  to  be  ioieraal,  inrned  to  our 
own  manufactories  in  a  great  part,  ido  not  aay 
that  bank)  are  not  coDveaieDt  and  uteftil  to  a  oer- 
taiit  degree ;  but  I  do  not  tbittk  that  the  advan- 
tage is  equal  to  tbe  diiadvaniare.  I  am  well 
wware  that  saeh  wptinieBIs  will  be  treated  with 
ridicule)  but,  sir,  that  does  not  intimidate  ma; 
ibeyaremyseniimenis,  and  as  such  1  give  them, 
without  the  leant  fear  of  intimidation,  having  in 
view  the  happiness  of  my  country;  and  I  will 
venture  to  say,  that  tbe  day  is  not  far  distant,  i( 
we  t^ogreas  ae  we  have  done  with  banks,  thai 
the  cDuoiry  will  eiperieoee  an  universal  ahock 
from  this  false  capital.  Before  you,  sir,  are  prop- 
ositions for  charters  of  incorporation  within  this 
District  for  banks  to  the  amount  of  (bar  millions. 
.  Can  there  be  a  want  of  capital  1  If  tbere  la, 
how  is  this  stock  to  be  furnished  1 

Mr.  Speaker,  we  bear  from  Richmond,  Balli- 
more,  and  Philadelphia,  much  said  against  the 
renewal  of  the  United  Slates'  Bank  charter,  and 
I  agree  with  theto  ;  but,  1  beUeve,  from  very  dif- 
ferent prioeiples.  Thi;  profits  of  this  bank  have 
been,  from  its  issuea  and  the  deposites  of  the  rev- 
enue and  private  individnals,  immense,  and  they 
want  the  cards  in  their  own  hands  to  play  the 
atme  game,  I  think  they  are  not  entitled  to 
mtich  credit.  The  odds  consists  in  this:  the  one 
ia  against  the  Goosii  ration,  tbe  other  ttot;  the 
principle  is  ifae  same  in  both. 

Mr,  Speaker,  if  we  must  have  a  National  Bank, 
let  it  be  so  in  reality.  1  shall  not  attempt  to  go 
into  the  detail  of  aach  an  institution.  It  is  not 
my  purpose;  hut  I  ibiok  that  it  mivht easily  be 
done  by  making  a  portion  of  our  public  hods  tbe 
fwiDdRtion  of  auoh  part  aa  the  United  Slates 
akould  choaae  lo  sobscribe  or  bold ;  iJie  bank  lo 


be  created  ia  ifae  District  of  ColoiBbis.  and  to 
extend  branches  into  saeh  Stales  as,  by  taw, 
would  chooee  to  accept  them.  Sir,  I  bad  muck 
more  to  sty  on  this  subject,  but  I  perceive  that 
the  House  is  impatient,  and  I  do  not  wish  to  de- 
tain it,  and  shall  add  no  more. 

Mr.  McKeb.— Residing  as  I  do  in  a  pan  of  thb 
country,  reijiote  from  the  scent  of  Mnk  opera- 
tions,  1  had  deiemiiiMd  to  say  nothing*  on  the 
subject,  conientiog  myself  by  giving  a  voie,  flow- 
ing from  the  honest  convietioiu  of  tny  heart;  but 
the  extraordinary  manner  in  which  this  diseiw- 
sion  has  been  managed  on  the  part  of  ibe  <^ip»- 
•era  of  tbe  bill,  by  auemptiog  to  make  U  a  parry 

Juestion,  has  compelled  Be  to  eommeace  myde- 
mceof  the  vote  I  ex  peel  to  give  onthiamotiaa. 
So  far  as  I  know,  or  liclieve,  my  BuBrag*4n  bvor 
of  a  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  United  Stales' 
Bank  i>  in  conformity  with  ibe  views  and  wisbe* 
of  the  people  whom  I  have  the  boaor  to  repi*- 
sent;  and  any  change  in  their  ■cniimeoia  which 
might  be  Reeled  by  iha  frequent  appeals  to  ifaeir 
pawiona  and  prejudices,  made  io  tbe  form  of 
araiiment,  it  becomes  my  duiy  to  correct. 

We  are  arrested  in  the  threshold  of  this  di>- 
cumion  by  a  ConsiiiDiioDal  Objectioc,  by  which 
it  is  alleged  that  Congteaa  do  not  poaiesi  the 
power  of  renewing  this  charier.  I  had  thought 
this  question  long  since  settled,  not  aloBe  by  (boee 
who  originally  granted  the  charter,  bai  confirmed 
by  Mr.  Jefferson  and  the  voiea  of  a  R^bUeaa 
Congress.  I  have  beea  led  to  this  imiiiion  by  a 
recurrence  to  the  aot  of  Coofres*  of  the  SSd  «f 


ized  to  estahliih  offices  of  diaeoimt  and  deposit* 
in  any  of  ibe  Territories  or  dcpendeaetea  of  the 
United  Stales.  A  gentleraan  has  said,  ibia  wa* 
a  power  poesassed  originally  by  tbe  bank.  If  aa, 
for  what  end  was  this  law  enacted?  It  must 
either  hare  been  enacted  from  an  opinion  ibat 
the«barier  could  not,  wiibout  this  aid,  be  extend- 
ed to  New  Oileaot,  or  tfaat  it  was  proper  and  ii«- 
cesury,  in  order  to  tJie  wall  manageaKM  of  the 
fiieal  ooecerns  of  the  coaotry,  that  tbis  instiia- 
lion. should  tw  extended  to  New  Drleaaa,  Eiibe* 
caae  answers  ray  purpose  ;  for,  if  tbe  bank  eoald 
not,  without  ibis  «ct  of  Coagrest  eatabtisb  an 
office  of'  discount  and  deposite  at  New  Orleans, 
(which  seems  to  be  the  better  opioioa,)  then  ibe 
pauage  of  a  law  extending  tbe  influeeec,  tbe 
power,  and  tbe  profit  of  tbe  bank,  cannot  be  con- 
sidered in  any  other  ligbl  than  a  tacit  aod  foil 
BOkDowledgmeot,  oa  the  part  of  Mr.Jefienooand 
the  Republican  Congres^  ibat  the  charter  waa 
within  the  pale  of  tbe  CooalituiioB.  For,  air, 
can  it  be  supposed,  tfaat  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  Con- 
gress, who  were  more  republican  in  1804  than  at 
any  other  period,  would  have  exieedcd,  boktered 
op,  supported,  and  cherished  an  institMioa,  oti- 
ginilly  obtained  by  a  violation  of  Uic  ncred 
charter  of  our  poliiical  rigku  !  No.  Surely,  i I 
is  impossible.  And  ii)  sir,  ibis  oB&ce  of  discanat 
and  deposite  was  indaeed  lo  go  to  New  Odeaas, 
because  it  was  necessary  aad  proper  te  be  s«it 
tbiibei  for  tbe  betlar  nanafeiaeBt  of  tbe  aoUeft- 


IV  Google 


080 


EESTOBY  07  CONGRESS. 


600 


jAirviBr,  1811. 


Bank  of  tit  VhiUd  Statts.- 


lioD  of  tiXM  at  thai  pan,  thia  circatnatRDce  ad- 
ntiia  the  only  &at  DMenarf  to  be  ia  pioof  lo  es- 
tablish the  pewet'Of  Coogresi  to  paw  the  law. 

If,  ijf,  any  addiiional  proof  could  he  mmUog 
to  iihow  that  the  power  of  Coagtem,  ander  the 
CoDctitotion,  ha*  been  eoosidercd  Buffiei«at  bj 
this  Admtnistration^  to  aathMize  them  to  ^rant 
ihc  eha'i«r  tn.quesiioa,,ii  isabandaeily  fuTimhed 
bf  the  act  of  CoogreM  of  Ihe  S4ih  of  Febriiarr, 
1807,  for  the  paDishmtnt  of  fraudiconmiittdoa 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Statca.  By  this  law  Cod> 
gnt»  haTe.sabjected  the  citiaeDB  of  the  Untied 
atatea  to  capital  pnoiabmeDt,  for  eouolerfeiiing 
the  notes  of  the  United  Slates'  BbdI(.  Now,  if 
CoD^Bia,  by  the  Cooslituiion,  have  not  the  power 
originally  to  grant  this  charier,  the  notea  of  the 
bvak  were  (erl^inly  isatjed  Jo  TioUtioa  of  the  lU- 
premelawof  thelaiid,aDd  GonsreM  had  no  power 
wbaiueTer  to  paai  a  law  making  that  criminal 
which  was  in  Kaelf  ito  erimr,  and  ccnld  not,  by 
HBj  conception  whaterer.  be  conaidered  as  a  vjo~ 
lation  of  any  law  of  the  United  States.  It  seems 
to  meio  bo  perfectly  paradoxical  and  sbiard  to 
say  (hat  any  inatituDon,  heving  no  legiiimaie 
right  to  isHue  paper,  nererihdeaa  has  a  right  to 
the  interposition  of  Cosgresa  in  their  behalf, 
makfng  it  a  crime  againat  the  United  States  to 
ooDDierfeii  this  paper,  which  va*  issued  in  *]<>■ 
latiaa  of  the  supreme  law  of  the  bnd.  Undar 
this  act  of  CoDgress  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  hare  been  deprived  of  their  liben^  as  Well 
as  anbjected  to  heary  Gnea,  by  the  deoaions  of 
yout  courts.  A  eiiiaen  of  Keoincty  has  been 
doomed  to  eonlineinent  in  the  jail  and  peniten- 
tiary houae  for  a  riolalion  of  this,  act  of  Con- 
Se*s,  and  ha  was  not  relieved  from  the  faoffs  of 
e  law  by  the  Prestdeot,  (Hr.  Jefferson.)  How 
are  ibeae  things  to  be  recoaciled  on  any  Other 
RrouiMl  than  by  admkiing  thp  Conaiiialiooal  va- 
udity  of  the  ortgioal.act  granting  the  charter  I 

Bui  it  ha*  beea  elated  that  thia  charter,  wbea 
originally  granted,  operated  in  the  naliire  of  a 
contract,  and  (bat  Congress  eeald  not  repeal  the 
act  of  a  fortser  Congress  gtaniing  a  charier,  aad 
hence  the  power  to  make,  and  proprtety  of  paaa- 
iog.  tbe  act  in  qneation.  This  idea  is  altogether 
latlacioas,  because  it  is  an  inditpeusahle  requisite 
ta  all  contracts  that  the  parties  thereto  shall  be 
able  lo  coniracL  If  the  Coastitation  Tested  no 
power  in  Coa^reas  to  make  the  aoatract,  it  was 
absolQiely  void ;  and  if  the  Cbngtcas  of  1S07 
were  thus  impressed,  they  covld  not  lud  would 
not  hare  passed  the  law  in  questioo,  and  there- 
fore i  iafer  that  they  cottaideied  that  tbe  Consli- 
intion  bad  vestei)  Coogreas  with  the  power  to 
grant  the  charier. 

In  addition  to  thi«,  we  Sod  that  the  presebi 
Secretary  of  the  Treasory,  ooder  lh»  auspices  of 
Mr.  Jefferson,  made  a  report  in  faror  of  the  re- 
newal of  the  charter  of  the  United  States'  Bank, 
in  pursuanne  of  a  resolution  of  tbe  Senate  pass- 
ed on  tbe  sobjeot.  This  report  called  forih  no 
animadvenioos  from  any  aeclioo  of  the  country ; 
and  I  hare  ercr  vadecstood  (hat,  if  thia  qaeafioii 
had  then  been  hionghi  forward,  it  would  hare 
passed  by  a  large  majority  of  Coagces*.    These 


circnmstaocev  bare  led  me  to  sapposa  this  qaes-  . 
tion  had  reccired  the  ratification  of, erery  part* 
and  of  erery  AdmiQi^tratioo,  and,  what  is  still 
of  more  itnpoOance  and  higher  authority,  iba 
sanction  and  eoufirmaiioa  of  the  sovereign  peo- 
ple, and  therefore  considered  as  an  adjudged  case, 
tested  by  experience. 

I  shall  not  consume  the  time  of  the  Qauie  by 
any  enumeratnrnof  the  )>owera  of  Cong rcRs,  aris- 
ing fron  the  CoiiRliluiion  itself,  with  a  riew  to 
prove  that  Congress  originally  had  the  power  to 
pass  the  ^awgrantiitg  (his  charter,  and  still  poa- 
aesB  ji,  becance  this  grotind  has. already  been  oc- 
cupied with  great  ability,  and  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  pass  the  bill  clearly  shown,  sod,  any 
remarks  which  I  might  make,  would  only  be  a 
repeiiitou  of  the  arguments  of  others.  1  shall, 
therefore,  content  myself  by  answering  some  oh» 
jecliops  made  to  ihe  bill. 

It  ia  said  the  bank  will  be  a  thorn  and  a  viper 
in  the  bosom  of  the  United  States,  which  will, 
ere  long,  sling  ihe  political  liberty  of  this  conn* 
try  10  death.  Thia  is  a  strong  charge,  and,  if  it 
be  found  tru^  it  moat  be  concliisive  egainst  the 
hill.  But,  let  UB  examine  this  bold  assertion  by 
itte  teat  of  reason  and  experience;  this  charter 
was  giren  by  CoDgreaa  twenty  years  ago;  aiace 
that  lime  the  Con^itution  and  ineptititical  liber- 
ties of  (his^DUfftFy  have  been  in  the  hands  of  our 
political  o^^nents,  and  erenow  in  our  hands  u»- 
tv^ired.  The'coumry  has,  in  the  latter  period, 
been  prosperous  tnyood  example;  agiicuUnra 
has  prospered,  commerce  has  fiourished,  interna) 
improrementa  have  iocreaked,  the  people  hara 
enjoyed-  peace  and  prosperity,  security  and  bap- 
piocBs,  in  a-degreeinanjtely  superior  to  thaiorany 
other  nation  oa  earth.  No  deleterious  conse- 
quences hare  grown  out  of  this  institution,  aStcI- 
lug  the  security  or  liberty  of  the  citizen  or  Iha 
country.  It  is  said,  and  truly,  too,  that  ours  is  a 
Gtorernment  of  experiment,  none  similar  to .  it 
aver  having  existed  before.  Here,  tbe'a^  is  the 
test  of  eaperieuee  in  faror  of  this  institaiion, and 
why  disecwtioue  it  to  try  tome  devious  and  UD> 
known  track'?. 

But,  sir,  suppose  there  is  something  of  truth  ia 
ihia  siaiemeni:  I  ask  if  Staia  banks  ate  doi  equal- 


And  if  the  political  Ilbertias  of  the  States  ara 
staag  10  death,  I  ask  where  will  you  find  ihe  lib- 
erties of  the  Uoited  States  1  I  believe  they  will 
link  with  the  liberties  of  the  States.  But,  if  gen- 
tlemen are  really  serious  oa  this  subject ;  if  Ihey 
believe  tiut  banking  is  fraught  with  thorns  and 
not  with  roies,  and  wish  to  return  to  the  state  of 
native  simplicity  which  existed  in  tbe  pure  ages 
of  ancient  Greece  and  Rome,  I  will  unite  tvith 
them  as  far  as  we  have  power,  in  plucking  up  by 
ihe,roota  this  monster,  and-  make  a  oommoo  bon- 
fire of  the  charteta  of  every  bank  in  the  nation. 
To  do  less  would  not  cure  tbe  evil,  if  any  eiista. 
But  it  is  said  that  ihis  institution  will  destroy 
Republiaaa  principles  aud  Federalize  the  country. 
This  bank,  as  I  have  already  atated,  was  in  ope- 
ration in  Federal  times,  and,  nolwitfaatandiDg  )ia 
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infloence,  thoM  limea  bareehDngrd.  Biperieace, 
the  best  nouibte  leal  of  hiimaa  RSkin,  does  not 
bear  genilemen  out  in  ihis  •»ertion.  On  eiami- 
naiioo  ne  find,  ilial  the  Siatei  or  Rtiode  Islaod, 
CoDorciicut,  irtid  Delaware  are  ttie  Dnlf  Siaiei  in 
the  Union  who  are  rtpreMnied  in  the  Sea>te  and 
in  this  House  exclusifely  fa;  Federalisis — yet 
lh«re  is  not  no*  aod  aever  woa  a  braocb  of  iliis 
bank  in  cither  of  those  Stales.  But  there  is 
braiteh  bank  in  Georzia,  South  CaroJina,  Virgiai 
Maryland,  New  Votk,  and  M*ssachu*e(ta,  nnd  the 
mother  Bank  in  PeonsylTauii.  The  1 
ezclaairfly  Republican  Stales,  and  tho.te  part*  of 
all  ihe  others  (except  Marsachusetia)  where  Ihoae 
banks  are  seated,  are  represented  on  this  floor  bjr 
Republicans;  whence  then  are  found  the  facts' 
prove  ibis  assertion — or  do  genllemen  pursae 
recent  example,  s^t  by  a  certain  great  man,  of 
givinf  opinions,  vbeo,  with  the  same  breath,  it  U 
acknowledsed  there  exist  do  facts  on  which  tbey 
are  founded. 

The  foreign  capital  employed  in  ibin  bank 
ground  of  great  alarm  io  some  gentlemen, 
answer  fo  ibii  objection,  I  would  ash,  if  it  ever 
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of  the  States  or  the  United  States  to  exclude  for- 
eign capital  from  being  received  and  employed 
in  your  countrv  1  Do  you  find  any  provision  in 
the  charters  01  the  Slate  banks,  prohibiting  for- 
eigaers  frem  becoming  stockholders  1  la  there 
any  provision  in  those  Dills  from  the  Senate,  es- 
ublishing  liair  K  dozen  banks  in  the  Dii trial  of 
Columbia,  prohibition  foreigners  from  becoming 
stockholders}  To  all  these  quesiiotts  you  are 
compelled  to  answer  in  the  negative.  Bo  long 
aa  ibe  profits  of  agricultural  paraQits  or  eommer'- 
cial  enterprise  furnish  the  adreninrer  with  a  good 
profit  over  and  above  the  price  he  has  to  pay  for 
(he  use  of  the  capital  employed,  iu^t  that  long 
will  he  coniinne  to  employ  it ;  and,  if  ibe  capital 
is  not  lobe  found  at  home,BpplIeaiion  will  be  made 
for  it  abroad  ;  and  whenever  capital  becomes  re- 
dundant at  home,  you  will  then  exclude  foreign 
capiul.  Before  that  time  the  attempt  would  be 
unavailing;  for  capital,  like  air  or  water,  will 
seek  its  level.  I  have  thoaght  thai  foreign  capital 
in  this  country  would  have  had  rather  a  salutary 
tendency,  Jnasmach  as  it  would  interest  men  of 
influence  in  ihepreservation  of  the  peace  and  per- 
petuity of  the  Government.  Mr.  Jefferson  roust 
,  have  been  ibus  impressed  ;  or  how  could  he  have 
permitted  asaleof  ihe  hank  slock  of  the  United 
Stales  directly  to  Bnglislimen— and  he  was  cer- 
tainly not  chargeable  with  a  predileclion  in  favor 
ofBriiish  influence.  There  is  in  England  aclass 
of  men  farorahletb  the  prosperity  of  this  tfouniryi 
and  I  have  always  understood  that  it  is  these 
alone  who  have  interest  in  our  funds.  Besides, 
if  this  foreign  capital  is  fraught  with  all  those 
evils  which  gentlemen  picture  to  themselves,  the 
argument  holds  good  agaifist  Slate  banks,  and 
goes  to  prove  the  necessity  of  their  deatruciion 

Theeentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Wriobt) 
has  made  some  heavy  chanres  against  ibe  direc- 
lori  cf  the  United  States'  Banlc  and  their  maa-  I 


agemeol.  Ihad  ihoi)ghtit  universally  ntittetBtoorf 
and  admitted,  that  the  management  of  this  great 
moneyed  inatiiniion  had  been  exemptaril  v  correct, 
and  I  have  not  before  heard  anything  of  (be  kind 
laid  to  ihetr  char^.  Bat,  even  admitting  ih« 
charge  to  be  Iroe,  jt  only  proves,  vbet  may  [  be- 
lieve  be  alleged  and  proved  againat  everf  hamao 
inatittiiion  administered  by  man,  viz :  that  the  in- 
slita'iion,  at  well  as  iha  administratioD  tbereofi 
is  imperfect.  -Bot  I  ask  if  the  direeiom  of  three- 
foarihr  of  the  fiiate  bankj<  in  the  United  Stales 
arc  not  Federalists;  and  therefore  why  dm  pal 
them  down  in  mass? 

I  beg  leave  to  notice  an  argument  wbieb  baa 
been  reaorled  to  by  all  the  opposeia  of  the  bill, 
when  tbey  have  been  told  that  the  bank  was  both 
necessary  and  proper  to  the  convenient  and  ad- 
vantageous management 'of  the  pablio  reveanca. 
Tbeapswer  has  uniformly  been,  that  this  diffiealty 
could  easily  be  obviated  by  the  agency  of  Slate 
banks.  This,  sir,  is  certainly  begging  ihe  que*- 
tioo;  because  an  admiuion  that  twnk  agency  ia 
necessary  to  the  collectian  of  your  tevean^  and 
proper  to  be  used  ia  the  management  of  (fee 
moneyed  concerm  of  the  Qoverament,  is  an  ad- 
mission of  (he  only  fact  necessary  to  be  in  froot 
to  show  conclusively  the  power  of  Congreaa  to 
pass  the  bill  In  question.  Betides,  do  aoi  all  tba 
unhappy  conseoueoces,  which,  it  is  said,  await 
this  bank,  attend  the  depositing  yonr  money  ia 
Stale  banks  ?  Will  you  not  thereby  give  a  cir- 
cuUtion  to  the  paper  of  the  bank  where  yoo  make 
your  depositea  greater  than  hereiofbre  1  and,  by  io- 
creasing  the  circulation  of  their  paper  aa  well  aa 
by  aiding  them  with  your  money  to  make  more 
extensive  diseounis,  you  increase  the  profit  and 
value  of  the  stock.  This  circumstance  will  cre- 
ate an  anxiety  with  all  the  State  banks  to  obtain 
your  deposiies,  and  hence  the  United  State*,  if 
ihey  are  so  disposed,  can  operate  ibniugb  those 
favorite  banks  as  effectually  on  the  people  irf  tbe 
Slates  as  ibey  could  by  the  United  Siaies'  Bank. 
You  have  all  the  evils  of  (he  United  Slates' Bank 
without  any  of  (he  advantages;  you  also  throw 
into  circulation  a  hetero^eneoDs  rnasa  of  paper, 
that  nobody  knows  anything  about,  issved  by  ex- 
la  blishmeais  of  whose  solvency  you  know  nothing. 
Will  tbe  ffenileman  from  North  Carolina  or  the 
member  from  Massaobusetis  willingly  receive 
ir  per  diem  in  (heir  own  Stale  paper?  I  be- 
'e  thev  would  not — yet  ihe  effect  of  Dstng 
te  bdnks  for  revenue  purposes  will  be  to  impoce 
ibrs  paper  on  the  people  of  Ihe  United  States. 

It  is  a  rule,  sir,  which  I  have  prescribed  to  my- 
self, in  tbe  management  of  the  concerns  of  others 
which  may  be  committed  (o  my  care,  ia  any  char- 
acter, to  conduct  them  in  such  a  liiannei  as  to 
produce  no  individual  distress  or  loss,  which  may 
not  be  fully  compensated  by  an  eqaivalent  certain 
public  good;  and  I  shall  not  relinquish  tbe  obser- 
vance of  this  rule  on  this  occasion.  We  are  ia- 
formed  by  various  genlleraeu,  who  are  charged 
with  tbe  representation  of  the  more  commercial 
States,  that  great  individual  distress  will  be  the 
certain  consequence  of  a  refusal  lo  renew  the 
charter  of  tbe  United  Siatca'Baok;  md  thU  tin 
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tboK  who  have  porerty  and  ibefrowDi _. 

to  stiDfgle  wiib,  iseTiaeDl  J  ■Dd.wbenleontaiii- 
eraie  ibe  woei  f«It  by  tbr  ciiizena  of  erery  pait 
of  our  eouDtry,  mf  «UeDiion,  as  it  oiigbi,  is  par- 
ttculHrljr  drawn  to  the  lotie*  anil  distresi  wbich 
will  be  fel(  by  mj;  immediate  cooMilueaia. 

If  tbie  ebarler  ii  not  reaewtd,  it  is  mf  delibe* 
rale  opinion  that  the  farmers  of  Kentuckf  will 
SDStainaloutberebr  to  Ibe  amount  of  Dcat  $200,- 
000  y  aiMl  1  will  now  attempt  to  sbow  that  ibis 
opinion  is  not  aUog«tbef  cbimetical.  I  am  un- 
able to  stale  with  aay  great  ceriaiaty  what  iajbe 
.  amount  of  oireutaiio^  mediam  of  tbe  United 
Slates;  noi  indoed  is  il  necessary  for  me  to  stale 
with  gKBl  accuracy  ibe  precise  aroounl.  1  sup- 
pose tbe  whole  eirculatiof  medium  of  the  United 
States  10  be  upwards  of  950,000,000,  and  that  of 
tbisauDilbe  Bank  of  the  United  States  circulates 
one-third.  It  is  a  fact  frequently  stated  in  this 
House,  and  whicb  stands  uodeoied,  that  money 
or  circulaliof  medium  is  soarcet  in  the  Uniied 
States  at  this  lime  than  it  has  beeit  for  saveral 
years  past,  owing  perhaps  to  tbe  unproduclifenesa 
of  commercial  enterprise,  or,  if  yoj  please,  to  tbe 
natural  incisase  of  population.aDd  tbe  proportion' 
ate  inctease  of  demand  for  money.  By  refosiDg 
to  renew  the  chatter  you  throw  out  of  ciccalalioa 
one-third  of  the  money  of  the  country.  The  ne- 
cessary and  inevitable  consequences  of  this  act  of 
the  Goreromenl  will  be  to  diminish  comracreial 
enterprise  in  the  same  proporiion,  and  coose- 
quenily  ship-building  and  sbiftrre pairing  will  be 
diniioished  inalike  proportion,  and  the  materials 
for  tbis  service  will  not  be  wnaiing.  By  letters 
leceaily  receiied  from  very  intelligeot  merchants 
of  Lexington,  Keouicky,  Ism  ir^ormed  that  6,000 
ton*  of  hemp  will  have  been  raised  in  thai  State 
in  the  present  year.  Tbe  ship-owners  are  the 
consumers  of  tbis  article,  for  not  a. pound  of  it 
goes  abroad,  and  from  six  lo  nine  Ibonsand  ions 
of  hemp  is  tbe  qaaotity  coiuuraed  in  prospernu 
times  in  tbe  United  Siaies.  These  6,000  ions  of 
hemp,  together  with  what  will  b»  brought  to  the 
market  from  other  States,  will  furnish  an  abun- 
dant supply  for  the  present  year,  even  admitltnK 


il  least,  and  consequently  yuu  diminish  the  price 
of  tbe  article  in  tbe  same  proportion.  But,  sir, 
tbis  ii  viewing  the  consequenses  arising  oat  of 
the  rejection  of  this  act  in  tbe  most  favorable 
Hgbt.  If  the  refusal  to  renew  this  charter  should, 
an  some  genilemen  apprehend  it  will,  bankrupt 
Dot  only  many  individuals,  but  also  some  of  the 
Slate  banks,  Bgeneral  alarm  may  lake  place,  wbich 
would  for  a  time  put  an  end  to  all  credit  and  to 
all  business.  Tbe  consequences  of  such  a  state 
of  things  ere  much  lo  be  feared  and  mach  to  be 
dteaded  by  every  portion  of  the  coramnnity. 

It  boK  beensuted  that  the  United  Slates' Bank 
can  be  dispensed  with  in  tbe  collection  of  your 
revenue,  and  in  the  managentent  of  your  mon- 
eyed con  cer^i.  I  wish  to  know  how  gentlemen 
can  maka  this  statement,  I  perceiveibai  Gen- 
eral HunilloD,  the  first  Secretary  of  tbe  Trea- 


sury, appointed  since  the  adoption  of  the  CoBsti- 
tulioD,  in  bii  argument  on  tbe  aiibjeci,  decidedly 
declares  that  the  hBok  is  necesaary  for  the  collac- 
lion  of  the  taxes'  and  management  of  ihe  fiscal 
coneems  of  the  United  Stales;  and  Mr.  Qallatin, 
the  present  Seetetary  of  the  Treasury,  makes  sub- 
stanttally  tbe  tame  declaration  to  you  in  his  ro> 
poll  on  this  subject. 

[Mr.  WainHT  observed,  that  Mr.  Oatlatin  had, 
in  converraiion,  said  that  the  moneyed  concerns 
of  the  Qoveromentcouldbe  well  managed  with' 
out  this  bank.] 

If  Mr.  Gallatin  has  so  said,  he  then  Mys  one 
lhiDg„and  repacls  a  difierent  thing,  and  is  there- 
fore inconsistent.    But  I  take  his  official  report 

,as  the  beM  evidence  of  his  opinioit;  and  ibesa 
ntee  having  been  rharged  wiib  ibeTDanagement 
of  the  revenue  for  many  years,  and  having  tbe 
knowledge  .  acquired  by  experience,  ceriaioly 
Kboold   know  what  is  neceisary  and  proper  for 

.  the  coo  venien  land  well  (nanagement  of  the  aflkirs 
of  tbeir  depajrimenI,«od  are  therefore  better  au- 
thorities on  the  subject  than  any  member  of  thia 

As  to  the  remark  made  by  some  geoilemen,- 
ihat  tbis  is  a  parly  quesiionj  I  have  only  to  ob- 
serve  that,  if  Federalists  do  rigfal,  that  can  he  Jio 
sufficient  reason  for  me  to  do  wrong,  merely  to 
oppose  them  ;  nad  if  the  suggestion  that  this  is  a 
party  qnesiion  is  to  prevail  agaiast  reason  and 
common  sense,  and  parlies  are  thereby  to  be  mar- 
sbatled  against  each  other  under  the  banners  of 
some  leaoer,  then,  indeed,  anything  ihat  can  say 
ay,  or  bo,  is  perfectly  qualified  lo  he  a  member  of 
this  House,  and  intelligence  is  laid  aside  as  use- 
less and  unnecessary.  Against  doctrine  of  thia 
sprt  I  protest.  And  percetviog,  as  I  think  I  do, 
great  p«liiical  as  well  as  iodiiridual  ioconreni- 
eneeand  distress,  awaiting  a  refusal  to  renew  ibia 
charier,  which  is  not  compensated  by  anv  cor- 
reaj^ndent  public  good  ;  and  perceiving,  also,  in 
tbe  destruction  of  ibis  institution,  a  want  of  sta- 
bility tn  yopr  iosiiiutions  which  isa  partial  veri- 
fication of  tbe  predictions  of  the  eoemies  of  re- 
Eublican  government,  whicb  we  ought  to  refute 
y  our  acls — I  shall,  therefore,  vote  against  (he 
iodeSaile  postponement  of  this  bill,  reserving, 
however,  to  myself  the  right  of  lubsequently  ex- 
amining the  deiBtts  tbereof. 

Mr.  B&nav.— Mr.  Speaker ;  The  measure  now 
under  consideration  is  certainly  important.  It 
involves  priociples  interesting  both  as  tbey  relate 
to  tbe  General  and  Slate  Qoveraments,  The  so- 
licitude maoifested  for  the  renewal  of  the  charter} 
the  deep  concern  thatisfelt  in  some  of  the  States; 
the. serious  and  solemn  manner  in  which  thia 
aibjeet  has  been  considered  and  acted  upon  by 
their  fegislative  councils;  ihe  general  ogiiatioa 
ii  has  occasioned  in  the  public  mind,,  has  not 
failed  to  contnaod'niy  most  serious  aueniion.  I 
should,  nevertheless,  have  been  content  to  have 
left  it  to  the  discussion  of  others  abler  and  more 
experienced  ihan  myself,  satisfied  with  giving 
such,  a  vote  as  woul4  comport  with  the  honest 
conviction  of  my  understanding.  But  the  debate 
has  taken  an  nnexpected  course  to  day.    The  te- 
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mark*  oT  taf  eoHngae  {Mr.  McEei)  will  itai 
Bermii  me  longer  id  reniiin  nileiK.  As  it  it  mr 
lot  to  differ  wiih  him  on  ihit  ^rrat  qntttion,  I 
mail  ci*i[n1heiDdiil|teDee  of  ilie  Hoote  for  a  few 
iDDfiienti,  while  I  endeaTor,  in  an  eonoiw  ■  mag- 
ner  ai  po?«ib)e,  to  itcte  Mme  of  iIm  reatoiu  bj 
which  I  >(n  Bciuated.    . 

The  baneful  effects  lo  lesolt  from  the  diMoln- 
lioD  of  the  bank,  the  ruto  that  U  to  fallow  ia  its 
train,  bare  beea  portrayed  in  the  most  glowing 
colore,  in  •  manner  caleuliTed,a9  it  waanodoabt 
deiigoediio  awaken  and  alaNnoDrreaiB.  I  shall 
BoC  now  entrr  upon  this  braneh  of  ibe  sabjrct. 

If,  ai  I  am  moit  teriouslj  impressed,  the  Con- 
■litution  does  not  authorize  us  (o  pass  the  bill, 
there  is  at  onee  an  end  of  the  question.  It  is, 
Hr.  Speaker,  immaterial  tvhai  consequences  mi)' 
remit.  No  pressure  of  calamity,  hDive*er  great, 
cati  warrant  t  departure  from,  or  violation  of, 
that  sacred  instrument. 

It  has  been  said  that  this  ia  a  party  qoestion. 
The  remark  is  just,  so  far  as  the  principles  which 
aeparaie  and  diiiinsoish  the  two  great  political 
parlies  in  the  United  States  shall  be  made  to  bear 


mpon  it ;  not  that  the  declaration  of  anr  man  can 
"     ""  '    ■  I,  thi      ■      ■' 


make 


It  men,  tnat  should 


It  win  be  recollected  that  early  in  the  history 
tff  our  OoTeminent  the  country  was  divided  ioW 
two  gmt  political  parties,  the  one  endeaforinff 
Amend  and  increase  the  powers  of  the  General 
Oorerninent,  the  other  attached  to  ibe  State  an- 
tboriiies,  and  exceedingly  jealous  of  iheir  riahts, 
Vnder  thjg  state  of  things  ihe  Gopstituiion  of  (he 
United  States  was  framed.  Soon  af^er  the  Qor- 
ersment  went  into  operation  tinder  it,  these  par- 
ties again  displayed  themselves  in  the  rules  they 
adopted  for  expounding  iheConsiitDtion,  the  one 
eoiHeDding  for  that  kind  of  internretation  which 
would  possess  Congress,  with  the  moil  ample 
powers,  snffieient  to  do  whatever  poliiieal  expe- 
dience might  dictate  in  providing  for  the  coin- 
ition  defeai:e  and  general  welfare. 

This  latitude  of  construction  was  considered 
by  the  other  nirty  as  dangeroos;  that  it  wouM 
tend  to  consolidaiioD;  that  in  this  nay  Biate 
right!  would  be  encroached  upon  and  their  sov- 
ereignty impaiied.  Tbey  contended  that  the 
power  of  Coogress  was  limited  ;  that  it  must  be 
eonfined  to  those  powers  eipresply  d«legaied,  and 
to  sueh  as  were  necessary  and  proper  to  carry 
them  into  execution.-  That  this  mode  of  con- 
struction resulted  necessBrily  from  the  nature  of 
the  General  Government,  but  was  settled  beyond 
all  doubt  by  that  clauge  in  the  Conitttution  which 
provides,  "  that  all  powers  not  delegated  to  the 
'United  Slates  by  tlie  Constitution,  nor  prohibited 
'  by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States  or 
*  to  the  people ;"  that  to  step  bcyotid  the  botinda- 
rles  tbDB  fixed,  would  be  to  enter  upon  a  Betd  of 
power  no  longer  capable  of  being  defined.  Snch 
has  been  my  understanding  of  the  views  of  the 
two  parlies;  the  one  called  Federal,  the  other  Re- 
pobliean,  or  Democratic  if  yon  please.  I  speak 
of  parties  as  tbev  were  at  the  period  I  allude  to. 
'  It  is  remarkaUe,  thai,  upon  this  very  subject, 


in  tbe  year  1791,  wben  dte  bank  charts  waa 
granted,  we  find  the  most  distioRniabcd  p«>liii- 
cians  of  that  day,  vrtio  were  on  the  RepHMicaa 
side,  apposing  it ;  and  they  did  it  under  ibe^id- 
ance  of  those  sentimeori  thai  had  oriKioally  gives 
rise  and  charkcler  to  tbe  part^.  For  alihongfa 
they  did  not  admit  the  utility  of  the  hanking  sys- 
tem, yet  tbe  great  grooad  of  opposition— the 
strength  of  their  argomeni— was  ^tvected  agaisal 
the  power  of  Congress  to  pass  such  ■  law.  ft 
was,  sir.  upon  that  occasion  that  Mr.  Hadisaa, 
then  a  member  of  Congreu,  made  that  perspie- 
ooas  and  luminous  argument  thai  has  been  m 
justly  celehraied  as  defining  and  marking  oot  tbe 
proper  limits  of  power  assigned  to  the  General 
Government.  I  have  thought  proper  in  mate 
theae  prelimtDary  remarks  to  show  what  was  tb« 
understand  inj;  of  this  measnre  at  the  time  of  its 


unconsiiti 

tioR  seem  to  be  mostly  relied  upon  by  thoM  wbo 
are  in  favor  of  the  renewal :  That  which  girea  i« 
Coogrens  tbe  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  dti- 
ties,  imposts,  and  eiciseii  to  pay  the  debiv  and 

Kovide  for  the  common  defeoce  and  geaenl  wel- 
reofthe  United  States;  or,  in  other  Words,  llw 
power  by  which  Congress  is  to  reaulate  the  fiaan- 
cial  concerns  of  the  nation,  and  that  which  gives 
tbe  power  to  make  all  laws  necessary  and  proper 
for  carrying  into  exeention  the  powers  vested 
by  Ihe  Coostilntion  in  the  GovenDeai  of  the 
United  Slates. 

It  has  already  been  Aown  hy  geollemen  who 
have  preceded  me,  by  a  course  of  reasoning  to 
my  rpiod  unanswerable,  that  the  clause  which 
enables  Coograss  to  pass  all  laws  necessary  and 
proper  to  execute  the  specified  powers,  mnsi,  ac- 
cording to  the  natural  force  of  the  terms  and  eon- 
lexi,  be  timtied  lathe  means  neeesaarr  to  tbe  end, 
or  incident  to  the  nature  of  Ihe  speeified  powers; 
that  this  clause  was  in  fact  merely  declatatorf  of 
what  would  have  resulted  bv  unavoidable  im'||ili- 
cation  as  the  appropriite  ana  as  it  were  technicd 
meansof  executing  these  powers.  Itioaafunhcr 
dootended,  that  tbeimeespotiiionof  a  necessary 
mean  was,  that  mean  without  which  the  end 
ccnld  not  be  prodaced.-  If  this  doctrine  is  cor- 
rect, it  puis  the  4|oesiion  at  rest — as  it  has  bcea 
moit  cleariji  shown  that  a  bank  is  not  a  accessary 
mean  according  to  this  exposiiioa.  I  shall  not 
dwell  longer  on  this  head,  considering'  it  as  al- 
ready exhausted  by  argument.  Thewonr"propcr'* 
is,  in  my  raiud,aa  importaol  and  openiire  word 
in  this  clause  of  the  Constitution.  The  inciden- 
lal  power  to  be  exercised  must  not  only  be  neces- 
sary, but  proper ;  that  is,  it  must  be  appropriate, 
and  cOuGoed  to  (he  end  in  view.  If  it  goes  be- 
yond it;  if  it  involves  the  exercise  of  a  power 
thai  lends  to  create  a  distinct  and  sabstanlive 
thing,  which,  in  its  important  opeiatione,  is  en- 
tirely distinct  from,  and  independent  of  ibe  peirer 
to  Ihe  exectttion  of  whiefa  it  was  deaigaed  as  a 
inean.il  would  most  certainly  be  inpvopn.  Snch 
an  exercise  of  power  wnultl,  inirotb,  be  usurpa- 
tion, and  the  end  propooed  becomea  a  mere  pre- 
teooefof  the  nnwarraiitableasnim^plioB  of  power. 
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ToenibltGoagma  to  eollwt  IHtb,  office*  of 
deptMiw  narclr  woald  b«  hScmou  But  iiiK«»d 
of  eoafiaiof  ihe  ioeidentil  power  to  be  employed 
to  the  objnt  it  ii  deitgned  to  aecompllth,  ;ou  iii>- 
tioduee  «  new  sTUem  of  policy,  ibet  bai  no  mm 
eoanexioi)  with  tke  meDifiemeDt  of  the  reKDat 
tbkD  it  faas  with  tke  power  to  boirow  moDef  oa 
tb«  credit  of  ifa*  Uuted  Siatw,  with  tbe  power 
to  i«inl«teeDBiinercewiihforBi|r''>tMtiDaiiinoi^ 
the  SlAtee,  end  wiih  the  Inifiea  tribeo,  or  iben  it 
hu  with  the  power  to  niae  and  lapporl  erBiies, 
or-  prATJde  a^d  maintaia  a  siTy.  Toe  power  to 
e«tabliab  a  bank  •pplfea  equally  ai  an  ineideat  to 
>11  tbo  aboTe*namad  power*,  a od  ii  ■otitrielly 
appropriate  to  eitker,  nor  ia  it  oonfioed  to  all  of 
tliem  colleeiireljr-  If,  under  mkIi  pretrnee,  yoa 
•■a  ereet  corperationi, yonr  poweiin  thii  rctpeci 
it  anbannded. 

By  thii  set  jon  form  ■  Mcfety  of  indi^idnlt, 
ioTeat  them  with  Mteasire  and  excluiiTe  prinl- 
<i^«i^  who,  iueiead  of  being  employed  m  aoxilit* 
nta  ia  the  fiKel  arranferaenu  of  tbe  Oovera- 
aent,  Mt  op  for  tbenwelfes  and  go  on  upon  • 
(fetem  of  moDer  making.  Tbey  iune  uoiea  ibat 
beeontea  cirealaiiBg  medium  aad  ferns  a  new 
•peciea  «f  c«piial.  The  iauiiBtira  ctrtiei  with 
it  a  train  of  officers,  influence,  aad  patronegei.  It 
^veif  rise  to  an  act  of  lorereigB  power,  inat  no 
GtovertMBent  abould  ever  be  permitted  or  can  de- 
rire  by  jiwt  impliea lion— that  of  pnoiibiag  iboae 
wbo  may  counterfeit  the  aotei  of  ibit  bank. 
Thoe  inirodaeing  into  onr  code  of  Uwa  a  iy*lem 
ef  eriminal  jurisprodeaee  never  eoalemplated  by 
tke  ConatitoiiOB. 

UwlU  boieen,  a*  we  pTOgreH'in  ibiaiaquiry, 
howihiemeaabreiicalMlated  toaffeet  the  Suce 
righia  and  to  infringe  upon  their  ao*er«ignty. 

If  it  ia  good  policy  to  eaublieh  bank),  and  I  am 
tacliaed  to  think  it  tends,  when  properly  regula- 
ted, to  promote  the  iotereai  of  loeiety,  the  Slate* 
will  larely  have  a  right  to  claim  the  benefit*  that 
nay  resolt  from  it— became  ihi*  right  Ihey  neftr 
have  parted  from.  The  profit*  cniing  from  dia- 
eoant*,  ibe  advantage  to  aeerue  froni  pnblie  and 
priraia  deposiiea,  and  ibe  many  facilities  thia  kind 
of  institatioa  aSbrdn  to  •octelv,  beloni  to  the 
States  and  ought  m  be  exelnaively  nnMr  their 
control.  The  objeela  of  State  police  ai«  ioB- 
Miely  nor«  nineroat  than  those  of  ine  Generml 
Gorera  meat,  and  deserve  equally  lobe  pnKRoied. 

Itiiaaid  that  tbe  Blaie*  are «t  liberty,  if  they 
ebooie,  to  catabliah  bank*;  Ibis  doea  not  rewore 
the  ot^tim  y  if  the  right  i*  impaired,  it  ia  tbe 
•ame  ia  priBCipleas  If  it  were  denied.  A  braoeh 
bank  of  tbe  United  Sialea  will  always  bare  a 
predominant  inflvenee.  Tber  will  have  tbe 
Mnefiiofa  lareeeapltal;  bat  iha  great  soufee  of 
inflaesee  retnliB  from  its  conaexlon*  with  tke 
mother  beak,  and  a  eonfedeney  of  branches  eo- 
esteosive  with  the  United  Siaio.  Tbe^allmove 
in  omKettjaad,  by  coiiibiDiBg  ibeir  inAaenee, 
would  at  any  time  be  eaahted  to  overwhelm  and 
deUroy  the  auMll  Stale  ettablishmeots.  There 
eaa  be  ao  airoager  evidenea  of  ibe  weakaess  and 
tke  dependence  of  the  Stale  baoka  upon  that  of 
tlMl}«ii«d  SMie^iluB-ibe  akrm  thatam*^ 


them  now  fieel  at  it*  azpeetaid  diasolutioa.  It  ia 
said  that  no  danger  of  thi*  sort  ia  to  be  appre- 
bended;  that  ihoie  who  have  had  ibe  direciioa 
of  the  Cnited  Slates' Bank,  have  conducted  it  prt^ 


aniee  ihat  ihey  Wilt  e 
lecton  have  the  same  paaaiona  and  prejudtoee 
Ihai  other  men  hatei  tbe  same  feelings  ^f  jeai- 
OMV  and  rivalship  exiit  in  corporate  bAdies  aa 
wilb,  iadtvidaali;  the  *ame  *Iraggle  for  power 
and  diapoaiiioD  to  oppresa.  State  rig  his' require 
the  guardianship  of  ihe  Conatitttiion ;  they  ara 
not,  f  liuit,  (o  be  left  to  ikeioerey  of  a  bank  di- 
rectory. 

It  would,  air,  be  lea* -fthjeetioBable,  if  theBaaK 
of  the  Uaiied  Stale*  diffused  it*  beiieflu  equally 
througboDt  the  different  States.  Bui  inatead  M 
i^i*  equal  and  jtiat  disinbttilon,  it  wilt  be  foand 
lobe  eonfined  and  partial  in  iia operatieai ;  jia 
benefit*  will  be  principally  confined  to  tbe  *ca- 
porta }  it  can  only  be  made  to  operate  iitdireetif 
apoD  Ike  agrieulluriBi'BBd  manufacturer.  Tha 
dtreetioa  of  tbis  institution  will  be  entirely  in  tba 
hands  of  commercial  mea ;  all  iis  poarer  and  in- 
fioenee  wilf  be  lent  to  ibem.  This,  eombined 
with  the  power  their  wealth  naturaUy  gives  ibcm, 
has  heretofore^  and  will  cootioue  lo  give  them  a 
decided  iBceodeacy  in  the  Connci)*  of  thi*  uatioa. 
Ii  is  believed  that  this  kind  of  inSuence  has  had 
its  effects  in  producing  our  existing  em barrasa* 
ments  wiih  foreign  nations.  Str^  the  slightest  al< 
leniioo  to  our  public  act*  will  show  ibaL  there 
has  been  a  great  predilection  for  commerce ;  thai 
it  has  met  with  almost  exclusive  pioteciion  and 
support;  whilst  little  or  ncihiog  iias  been  dooa 
for  the  internal  industry  of  the  country— large 
suma  of  money  have  been  expended  for  tbe  pro- 
morion  of  commerce,  whilst  our  infant  manufae- 
iDr«B  have  been  sufiered  lo  |)iae  and  languiih. 
The  enterprise  embarked  ia  this  way,  never  hav- 
ing experienced  any  kind  of  eacoBragemeot  from 
ihe  General  Gurernment.  It  is  time  to  remove 
the  eaosea  that  gave  rise  to  tbis  partial  influence. 

Tha  powef  of  the  Slates  is  affected  by  thia 
measure  in  another  important  respect.  By  its 
meaan,  individuals,  Who  are  moatiy  foreigoen, 
bold  larre  estates  in  stock,  without  being  in  anf 
way  aobject  to  the  coMroI  of  tbe  State  govern- 
meat,  or  paying  any  tax  for  its  support.  I.*  it 
jfist  thai  such  exdosiTe  privileges  should  be  eoa- 
ferred  1  Is  it  proper  ihai  these  men,  not  the  most 
meritorious,  should  be  entirety  exempt  from  ibc 
burden  of  taiatiau.  whilst  the  true  cilizsu  ia 
booBd  to  yield  his  persoaal  aad  pecuniary  aid? 

Another  formidable  objealioa  that  ptaaeata  it- 
self, is  tbe  connexion  of  this  inatiiulion  with-tho 
OoveromeBt — a  dangerous  sours*  "of  iDflaanoa 
1  power.  When  the  peopla  have  to  nay  taxes 
...  the  BDpBoTt  of  OavernoMBl,  tbey  feel  and  un- 
derstand what  is  going  on.  If  they  should  be 
burdened  whh  high  taxaa,  unless  a  good  reuou 
can  ba  assigned  tor  it,  they  will  remove  thau 
agenta  and  appoint  other*  who  will  act  upon  « 
better  system  of  eeonomr-  But  gjive  to  the  Qov- 
erameni  a  bank  with  a  targe  capital,  and  you  af- 
fnd  a  faeOity  of  bomwliig,  and  a  tourae  of  Mp. 
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pUet  utterlf  JDcompalible  with  ihe  gaoiaa  of  Ra< 
.publican  inBtituiiani.  Ldhd!i  maf  be  haj  to  en- 
able ihe  QoTernmenE  to  purme  tbeir  projects  i 
«xpenBi*e  esiablishmenb  may  be  creaiad  and 
kapt  up  in  this  waf,  ibat  the  people  ue^er  would 
hare  toleratEdj  bad  they  been  directly  called  on 
for  their  contributiom.  The  eaae  ii  would  afford 
-  of  fretting  money  would  be  the  caaae  of  repealed 
■pplieaiioQB  CO  this  aource;  and  we  may  readily 
pcTorive  bow  a  debt  ibut  created  will  be  cod- 
Btautly  accumulating.   Upj>u  thia  subject  w«  bave 

'  tbe  light  of  experieoce  lo  g.uide  as.  The  Eug- 
liih  naiJoD  preienta  a  Md  ezample.  It  is  Irae  the 
proposed  capital  is  too  small  to  create  much  clam- 
or at  preEcnt — but  renew  this  charter,  and  it  will 
be  ausmented  a*  convenience  shall  dictate.  The 
capital  of  the  Bank  of  Eogland  was  amatl  at  its 
first  est&bliibment,  but  it  increased  gradually  as 
tbe  exigence  of  the  GoTerDRwal  required. 

Sir,  whenarer  the  OoTernment  shall  hare  be- 
come largely  indebted  to  this  bank,  it  will  hare 
•equired  an  influence  orer  our  couucih,  the  idea 
of  wbich  is  humiliating  i  an  induence  that  would 
Boi.Mtly  be  degrading,  but  one  that  would  eudao- 
g«r  oUr  liberties,  by  subjectiog  ua  to  the  control 
of  a  moneyed  aristocracy.  Permit  me  now,  sir, 
to  notice  a  few  of  the  arguments  that  have  be«n 
■dvaueed  io  faror  of  renewal.  It  is  said  that  the 
practice  of  this  GoTernnient  is  against  the  rule 

.  of  cDDstruaiioD  we  contend  for:  as  an  example, 
the  act  ooncerniag  ligbt-bonses,  beacons,  buoyi. 
and  public  piers,  has  ti«en  cited.  This  is  leferretl 
to  the  power  of  regulating  trade.  This  act  is  is 
tiuih  only  a  mean  to  oarry  into  execulioB  a  pow- 
er;  it  is  distinguishable  at  the  first  glance  from 
the  power  to  establish  a  bank.  They  only  tend 
topronaoieciniimeree;  iheyare  strictly  oeeesiary 
and  properly  confined  (o  the  object.  They  go  no 
further  than  the  end  in  *iew,  not  ai  all  impairiirg 
tbe  right!  of  individuals  or  of  the  States  j  beside) 


.  It  is  further  contended  tbat  the  law  now  at 
tempted  to  be  renewed  has  been  sanctlonad  by 
the  Slates,  and  acquiesced  io  by  the  pe(^]e.  That, 
although  U  might  not  originally  have  been  ne- 
cessary, it  baa  now  bepome  so.  I  can  see  strong 
Kasons  why  this  act  granting  a  charter  should 
not  be  repealed,  although  uncoosiitutionaL  The 
aystem  had  been  introduced ;  a  pledge  was  given 
to  the  aiochholderB ;  they  invested  their  funds  up- 
on tbe  Isith  of  its  coolinuaoce  for  twenty  ^ears; 
it  was  a  contract  for  that  periodt  to  bave  violate^ 
iha  puUio  faith  would  oot  perhaps  have  been 
consistent  with  sound  policy.  Tbete  is  a  differ- 
ence between  repealing  the  law  and  enSering  it 
to  expire.  The  stockholders  have  not  even  the 
color  of  a  claim  upon  as  for  the  eontinuanee  of 
tbe  charter  after  the  expiration  of  iwetKy  yean. 
The  contract  has  been  ful&lled  and  completed. 
They  are  or  should  hav«  been  ready  to  close  their 
business.  Sir,  if  ihia  doctrine  of  acquiescence 
is  correct,  tnany  other  obnoiions  laws,  that  hare 
been  tbe  cause  of  much  heat  and  ferment  throngh- 
out  the  nation,  might  in  the  taue  way  be  proven 
W  be  ConatUiitioul,  and  migbt  heteaftei  be  re- 


ceived for  the  same  reaMn.  It  is  one  of  the  fint 
principles  of  a  representative  gorerniBeBt,  that  i 
subsequent  l^islature  have  tbe  power  to  cbaajt 
the  meaaures-of  a  preceding  one;  anditofteaa 
necessary  they  should  do  so.  No  State  haserer 
sanctioned  this  law  by  a  direct  declaratioD  (oihai 
tSeet.  Tbeir  approbation  has  been  inferred  tita 
tbeir  having  passed  lans  to  punish  eoonterfeiteiii 
Sir,  the  Biaiee  cannot  repeal  aa  act  of  Coagna; 
tbey  could  not  prevent  the  circalaiion  S  tk 
notes. of  this  bans,  it  was  therefcH^  esaenii 
pass  such  laws  in  order  to  aecare  and  protect  tfaat 
own  citizens  from  fraud  and  impositioo. 

It  seems  clear  to  me  tbat  aa  act  of  Coogm 
not  originally  Constitutional  cannot  be  madei 
b^  any  lapse  of  time.  If  in  4791  it  ■wma  naca 
siii^tiopaL  it  most  be  ao  now.  Tti»  Codmiidiic 
does  not  change  with  tbe  times.  A  B^pablio 
Administration  should  not  be  permitted  to  ext 
cise  a  power  tbat  tbey  would  have  desied  to  th 
other  party.  The  love  of  power  ia  nstaral;  mat 
is  prone  to  abuse  it  I  confide  much  in  those  wht 
are  at  present  at  the  helm,  but  I  will  not  nsfl 
thein  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Coosriiaiue. 
"With  unremittiog  vigilance,  with  aadaaaleri 
virtue,  shoolil  a  free  people  watch  stgaiasi  the  e»- 
ctoachments  of  power,  an(|  remove  emypnttzt 
for  its  extension." 

The  evils  to  result  from  the  diasolationi^  tka 
bank,  have,  io  my  opinion,  been  greatly  exagger- 
ated-; but,  sir,  this  alarm,  if  real,  impreaa  af 
mind  differently  from  what  it  does  that  of  soeM 
others.  Tbe  deep  interest  excited ;  the  feeliafs 
tbat  have  been  awakened ;  the  memorials  e«e- 
staotly  flowing  in  upon  ua,  sho#  the  iraportaal 
bearing  of  thia  ioatitntion  and  the  great  iDteml 
it  has  already  created. 

If  we  look  forward  toe  period  when  this  cW- 
tetisio  expire  i  if  ever  we  intend  to  shake  of 
this  illegitimate  offspring,  how  is  the  lacky  M- 
meat;  its  embrace  taon^.airong  is  not  desily. 
Although  some  of  its  advocates  threaten,  tad 
endeavor  to  coerce  us  into  the  measoFC  byikt 
alarm  they  bave  excited,  the  stockholders  jtt 
approach  lu  the  respectful  attitude  of  tnemari- 
altHiii;  we  are  yet  at  liberty  to  act  freelf;  baiil 
thia  charter  is  renewed,  depend  upon  it  we  shall 
not  be  able  beteafter'toitop  its  progress.  Pre- 
tences wilt  not  be  wanting  to  cBtend  ita  tisitt 
and  augment  its  capilaL  The  poison  already 
tasted  would  soob  reach  the  rilata  of  this  Gcr- 
crnmcnt;  our  efforts  hereafter  for  relief  wiU  be 
fruitless  ;  they  will  only  serve  to  irritate  aadia- 
flame,  until  at  length  it  will  be  found  that  »t  must 
tamely  submit. 

Mr.  Fit<o LEY.— That  Congreas  have  a  rigbt  to 
refnae  tbe  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  buk,  or 
to  modify  it  aa  tbey  think  proper,  is  admitted  oc 
all  sides.  He  himself  wished  the  bill  to  be  moeh 
changed  from  what  it  is  at  presenL  He  would  bt 
even  willing  to  join  in  rejecting  it,  for  the  sakfof 
trying  an  experiment,  if  he  waa  not  convinced  in 
his  own  mind  tbat  tbe  experiment  would  csat 
too  much.  We  know  how  far  and  how  wdl  th« 
preaent  bank  has  answered  the  iotentioa  and  Ihe 
end  ibr  which  it,  was  instituted.    But,  supposiaf 
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ftnoiher  Nitioaal  Bank  lo  be  ioitiraied,  (which 
he  koewwaa  thewishof  RonMraembcnwliowere 
op|KM«]  to  Ihe  pr«s«Dt  oar,)  verv  grt^t  disiretit, 
both  paWie  sDd  private,  niuit  take  pliee  in  tbe 
ni»an  lime,  wrthont  ■  c«r(aiDtf  of  bein;  beitet 
■erred  in  Ihe  end- 
Whatever  might  be  said  on  tbe  groaiid  of  «s- 
pediencf  agaioM  reoewiog  iha  charier,  he  had 
Deen  much  asloniihed  to  observe  tha  bill  •(>  inooh 
nppOBed  ai  being  contrary  to  the  Conatiiuiion. 
When  the  law  Tor  incornorating  the  bank  paiuei), 
it  waa  opposed  is  the  Haute  af  Reprcaenta  lives 
bf  K  iniDoriiT — aboai  one-third  of  the  memberi 
voted  BKiinst  ii.  Though  he  was  aot  then  a 
member,  yet  he  attended  to  the  diMDMion,  and 
be  knew  that  thOM  who  led  tha  opposition  were 
equally  oppoaed  to  all  State  banks,  of  which  ihErc 
were  then  but  three  in  the  Ubite^  Slates,  sad 
none  of  ibese  were  iailitaled  "  lo  pronoie  the 
ngnlar,  pcrman^t,  and  Haeeenful  operation  of 
tliefioaneeaof  thfl8ia(e,"a*  toraeof  ineroatleaBt 
have  siaee  pxprCMly  beeBi;  He  wan  sure  that  the 
Bank  of  North  America  (the  Srirt  that  had  been 
ineorporaied)  was,  pcrhapa,  from  the  eirciMiuiMi 
eea  of  the  times,  eoosiderad  rather  aa  ipjariona 
tbaD  bcnefieial  to  tbe  State  ;  therefore,  that  a 
bank  ahoald  be  naefol  la  eandocting  the  revecttes 
of  the  Unhed  Staiea,  was  at  that  time,  in  the  opin- 
ioB  of  many,  at  kast  donbtfut,  or  a  mere  theory. 
But,  no  aooner  waa  the  esperiiDent  fnil^  Made, 
than  all  panlei  aeqnietced  in  itsconatilutionaliiy 
and  niefiilnen.  lu eoitaiitutionelity  hai been  rec- 
ogniaed  by  all  the  branehei  of  the  Qcneral  Gov- 


AdmiBiairationa. 


It  it  true,  aa  honorable  member  from  New  Tork 
(Hr.  PoBTsa)  has  denied  thiB,nQd  alleged  that 
the  reason  why  it  wn  acqaieaoad  in,  or  not  re- 
pealed, waa,  baeauaa  it  waa  a  contract  which  it 
waa  nccasnry  on  the  part  of  tha  QoVerDtnaot  to 
fulfil. 

Uf.  F.  said  that  a  coatiaet  contrary  to  the  Con- 
aiitntion  was  void  in  itself,  aspeeially  where  no 
consideration  waa  civet) ;  that  onr  eootta  of  joa- 
Itee,  who  were  jndgaa,  both  under  the  law  and 
tbe  CoDatltaiioti,  woald  seiraeh  coniraeta  aside— 
maeh  more  an  aet  of  incorporation  for  which  no 
Teloahle  eoasidetation  bad  been  paid,  as  the  cnn- 
sideratioD  only  consisted  of  tbe  servieea  that  were 
to  ba  read erad,and  which,  if  contrary  to  the  Coo- 
stitniion,ooght  not  to  b«  accepted.  Bo  far,  how- 
ever, hare  the  courts  of  justice  been  from  salting 
thialawaside,thai  bath  Pederal  and  Scale  courts 
have,  under  the  authority  of  both  the  Federal 
and  State  laws,  made  dec irions  for  ita  protection. 
Or,  if  it  had  been  contrary  to  Ihe  Conslitotion, 
Coagreas  ought  to  have  repealed  the  law  by  which 
it  was  granted.  There  was  a  precedent  to  that 
purpose  in  this  etmntty.  The  Bank  of  North 
America  was  iaeorpomted  by  Congraa*  at  a  period 
of  alarmng  pecuniary  disttess ;  but  knowing  that 
it  bad  no  aothoriiy  lo  give  it  effect,  Congreea  rec- 
ommeDded  (he  ineorporBlion  of  it  to  the  Several 
Btatea.  FeoDaylvania  and  Delawara  only  com- 
pUtd  wlib  tba  nqoiaiiioB— the  ehaiMr  gave  an 


exelutive  inonopoly  in  perp^vity.  Another  cdni' 
ptny,  in^  1784,  applied  for  ■  charier.  The  Bank 
if  Norih  America  oppoaed  their  claim  with  soe- 
ess,in  rtj^hi  of  their  charter.  The  sscceeding 
Legislature  considered  the  «3^utiM  right  and  the 
fefpetmty  to  have  been  granted  in  violstion  of 
the  Gonsiilntioa,  and  tberel'ore  repealed  thai  ehai^ 
ter,  and  afterwards  granted  a  limited  chatter  i« 
the  compaQir.  Polttica)  parties  have  changed 
since  the  United  Stales' Bank  waa  incorporated— 
thoae  thai  nowprevail  have  been  ihcmajorityaboQt 
half  The  time — yet,  so  far  have  ihey  been  from 
rapeaiiog  the  charier,  that  they  have  ettenttod  its 
powers  and  availed  themselves  of  its  teeomra»- 
dations.  It  was  ■  mlsieke  to  consider  ihe  author- 
ity to  ioBoiporaic  the  bank  to  be  a  aepamie  and 
dislinct  power,  and  therefore  nol  granted  to  Con- 
gress, ft  was  ooi  even,  as  some  members  have 
called  ii,  a  eoaatrnctive  power,  or  power  by  im- 
plication. It  was  laseparaUy  Incloded  in  tha 
powers  exprraal  t  granted,  as  the  mean*  to  accom- 
plish 1  be  end;  for  it  ia  in  all  cases  admitted,  that 
where  an  object  or  duly  ia  enjoined,  the  means  of 
accom|riiahtBg  the  object  or  of  performing  the 
duty  are  inclnded.  This  ia  too  plain  to  require 
proof  or  Ulnslmlion. 

The  powers  VcMed  in  Congress,  or  tbe  duties 
enjoined,  are,  lo  lay  and  collect  tasea,  dntica,  im- 
poai*,  dtc;  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  United  Siatca. 
&«.;  and  the  obicet  preacribed  is  the  public  good 
and  general  welfare  of  the  United  Stales.  They 
have  also  the  power  lo  provide  for  raising  and 
supporting  ao  Army  and  Navy,  and  for  borrow- 
ing^money  on  the  credit  of  tbe  United  States, 

Surely  no  member  vill  say  that  the  >afe-keep-  ' 
ing — the  most  cheap  and  certain  manner  af  col- 
leetioK  tbe  revenues,  and  ihe  most  expeditious 
and  the  least  expansive  manner  of  transmitting 
them  to  tba  destined  piaees,  and  paying  them  to 
I  heir  appropriate  nsas— are  not  included  in  the 
before-DMntioocd  powers.  If  they  are  not,  the 
powers  themselves  are  a  nullity,  because  they 
eaonoi  be  executed.  Caalom-house  bonds  are  by 
law  lodged  io  tba  banks  for  collection. 

It  is  admitted  that  ihese  power*  included  a 
ehoiee  of  means,  and  a  discretion  rn  the  appliea- 
ihia  of  theni,aa  they  did  in  tbe  various  objects  of 
taxaiira.  Congreas  might  have  instiiuted  numer- 
ous offices  <rfdepaiile,  and  paid  high  salaries,  and 
required  sureties  equivalent  to  the  risk ;  and  they 
might  have  employed  public  officers  safflcienily 
proieoted  tp  traaamit  the  monev  to  the  various 
piaees  where  ii  was  required,  and  to  pay  it  to  tbe 
appropriate  uses.  To  this  method  no  doubt  oa- 
iiooa  bad  resorted  before  banks  were  introduced  ; 
bat  auraly  this  method  would  be  more  UDsafe, 
more  uneerlaiu,  much  more  eipensive,  and  at- 
tended with  much  more  delay,  then  tbe  agency 
of  a  bank,  whose  capiial  gave  saffieient  security, 
and  whose  paper  is  in  greai  cireulaiian  and  credit. 
Therefore,  wluiever  might  have  been  the  differ- 
ent opraious  before  the  experiment  was  made, 
yel,  havjog  been  aaeceaaf^lty  made,  it  is  evident 
ttiatitwat  the  best  means  to  accomplish  theeod. 

The  boBotabla  gentlemail  from  New  York, 
however,  hu  admiicad  that  banks  an  BMesanry 
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aod  proper  fvr  coUMtiag,  tngMnUiing',  tod  Mf*- 
kaepiagof  thercveoae,  bulallegra  that  i be  Quu 
baaiaue  lufficient  for  that  purpiwe.  ThiB.Mr.  F*. 
Mi4,M  he  undentood  it,  was  giving  up,ina  great 
meuare,  ibe  poiiti.  If  the  u*e  of  Mulls  ia  oecea- 
sarfto  eirrr  the  revenue  powers  into  effect  when 
this  charter  wa*  ^ireo,  and  when  there  were  dq 
baivks  lomh  of  Philki]elpbia,BDd  it  ia  believed  bm 
lira  eaai  of  it— there  aot  being  Slats  baaha  <□£• 
,  eieai.Bt  the  period  when  ibe  charier  id  queiUoa 
waa  gramed,  in  ajir  decree  adequate  to  the  pur- 
pose— Ute  Bank^of  tb«  Utaiied  States  was  a  necea- 
tuj  meaDR  or  iDiIrumeDt  for  ezeaiiting  the  rer* 
eaue  powers  vested  in  Congrese,  and  therefore 
not  coattarjt  to  iIm  Constiiutioit,  If  at  that  time 
it  wia  noljiheii  it  majr  be  icked  when  it  became 
•o7 

The  Stale  baoki  are  not  bjr  iheir  cbvten  in  any 
degree  reapooiible  to  CongresBi  tb«y  ere  not  tib- 
li^d  lo  infoim  it  of  the  aoaounl  of  ibeir  capilal, 
ot  their  debt,  or  paper  issued,  or  of  their  depoc- 
itea.  Surely  no  mentber  would  agree  to  ileptniie 
the  revecues  of  the  United  Slates  with,  or  traaa- 
mit  tfaem  throuitb,  iDalituiions  of  ihe  solidity  of 
whose  credit  they  were  atft^well  iaformed.  He 
did  not  mean,  however,  to  say  (hat  it  was  ool 
poMibie  loaeiect  aacfa  a  uuiaber  of  Slate  banks 
u  would  be  auEkienily  xafe  for  deposite»,'or  that 
such  a  connezioD  of  iheae  banks  mtsht  not  be 
formed  eg  would  qjake  Ihem  responsible  fuMfae 
safe  and  speedy  traosmission  of  the  revenue,  and 
give  the  oeceasary  infurmatioa  lu  Coogujaof  ihe 
itaieof  their  afiitira.  Yet, supposing  mis  was  ftll 
completed,  ihia  union  of  bank*  would  be  in  so  far 
A  National  Bank,  subject  to  the  aame  objections, 
and  to  the  following  defects :  The  aotee  of  all 
tbeae  banks  wouid  not  pass  tbrongh  the  .whole 
United  Stales,  aod  the  coniiaiiance  of  Ihe  ehar- 
ler  would  be  at  their  dissreiioD.and  oa  the  larma 
prescribed  by  the  respective  Btalea.  Indeed,  it 
would  oeCasian  auefa  a  compeiiiioD  between  the 
diffefeD[8tatestndtheUititedStatea,inconda<it- 
iag  ibeir  resi>eeti*e  teventtes,  as  mifhi  be  incou' 
Tea  lent. 

He  did  not  mean  to  depreoiate  ihe  State  hanks ; 
nwuiy  of  ibem  are  worthy  of  [he  highest  cDBfi' 
denee,  as  far  af  their  power  and  operation*  extend  ; 
hat  surely  il  will  nol  be  said  that  all  of  tbem  are 
ao.  The  paper  of  some  of  them  is  well  known 
to  have  depreci^tedj  the  paper  of  nwny  oibera 
ia  ctirreot,  but  lo  a  Bmall  ditlaaee ;  they  will 
BOt  carry  paay  of  the  members  of  thria  Honae 
from  tbeu  homes  to  this  pltee ;  the  pkpev  of  nana 
of  thmo  will  pM*  ttuougboat  the  Uttiicd  Siataa. 

Mr.  F.  eud,  tltere  had  b«enan  uausual  libeny 
takaa  co  ibia  qaeatioD  of  introducing  parly-epi- 
ihets.  He  did  not  realty  know  whii  thai  bad  to 
do.  with  tbe  queition.  The  paniea  emaecied 
with  all  banks  aris  the  men  that  bftve  money  to 
veal  in  ihem  for  their  ownprofitaadu  their  own 
riak,  and  those  who  have  crodit,  oa  which  ibcy 
receive  aeoommodations  from  the  bank )  and  ihare 
b  a  third  party,  who  have  oeiiheE  money  nor  cra- 
dit,  aod  who  bave  no  iaUfaM  ia  bank*  fgrihcr 
Ibu  iho  accommodatioaa  received  from  tbem 
hi*  their  amplvyara  tf  pajr  tkeir 


wages  the  more  ptonplly.  Yon  nay  eall  these 
parties  Pedentiais,  EUtKibjieau,  Arutoefau,  or 
what  yon  please,  but  those  wbo  bar*  tbe  most 
looaey  and  are  ihegresteataioekholdets  will  even- 
tually have  the  direction  of  the  banks,  and  ihAse 
wbo  have  the  greatest  credit  will  obtaiB  the  largest 
Bcoammodaiiooa.  We  know  of  soom  b«nks  in- 
atituted  by  one  political  party,  whieh  ha*  coma 
under  thedireeuon  of  another;  they  pnMhaaethe 
Block  in  nurkeL  We  dad  indeed  grent  opposi- 
tion to  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  this  Mak, 
but  not  a  single  charge  of  miseoadttet,  except  the 
alleged  appoiolmeat  of  two  improper  directors  ia 
a  distani  branob.  Surely  tbe  bill  might  be  so 
amended  as  to  give  reasoBahlc  aecuriiy  against 
such  appointaieals.  He  waa  bat  little  ac^uaiatcd 
with  the  branches,  b«t  lie  bad  heard  aocMafdaint 
against  the  direetioo  oftbonHiber  hank,  and  wa« 
well  asMired  that  Ihe  anwUieaBa  of  Ptailadelpihia 
bad  a*  liberal  accommodation*,  and  tbai  aa  maeh 
of  much  of  tbeir  paper  w^s  diacouaied  there  as 
in  any  other  bank,  which,  if  the  ehailer  wBot  re- 
newed, (hey  mo*!  then  redeem. 

Congress  is  vested  with  the  power  of  toeeiri*; 
money  oa  loans,  and  cooseqHetiily  of  pravidiog' 
the  best  method.of  proearing  ioana ;  and  it  is  anl- 
versaUy  edmiited  that  baaks  are  the  best  soaceca 
from  which  lo  reoaire  Uma^  without  delay,  wiik- 
OHI  difficulty,  ^ntlar  moderate  iniercai,  and  for 
no  loager  time  than  the  loan  isiiMeeMry.  In  the 
earlv  stages  of  onr  Qovemmeu  our  icreane  waa 
small, aad  oar  debt* and  eapenseagrcat.  Ia  addi- 
tion lo  these  we  soon  became  iavalred  in  a  led- 
ioiu,  very  espeosiva Indian  war.  IlcoDiiniiedfive 
years.  Diiring  this  period  numerous  loan*  w«« 
raadefrom  the  baak,iilt  more  than  three-fifths  of 
the  whole  capilal  wasJoaBcdlotbeQaTeinmeulat 
oauitnoo  interest,  payable  at  diacretioo.  Aaoiber 
crieiaof  difficulty  and  ezpenae  arrived,  via:  iiesiil- 
itiea  with  FriDoe.  Money  waa  wanted ;  tbebauk 
could  advance  on  more,  it  bad  already  loaned  too 
much.  The  davernment  was  obliged  to  opea 
books -for  a  loan  at  eight  per  cent.  iniBreai,  irve- 
dcemabla  for  len  years;  hut  few  years  had  paaied 
before  money  could  have  been  borrowed  ai  a  re- 
daeed  interest  for  its  diacbaigej  aay,  but  a  few 
years  had  pissed  till  it  eoald  have  bcea  discharged 
at  the  T(essary,ifit  had  been  redeemable;  moch 
of  it,  as  well  as  bank  aad  otbat  atoek,  waa  sold  to 
purehaaera  in'firitaia  aad  Holland, 

It  ia  believed  by  maay,  that  a  loan  might  be 
atade  to-a  large  amoaat  now  po  b«uer  lerais; 
but  whea  he  cooddered  the  great  drain  of  specie 
from  the  eouBtry  during  the  laat  year,  the  Josms 
ia  Europe  and  the  unusually  aeaall  amoaat  of 
apeete  imparled,  or  thatk«ra*  m  Ibe  vaoits  of  the 
different  bank*,  he  thought  ibere  wa*  little  cB'- 
oouragemenl  lo  Iry  the  ezpaiimetit.  Such  loans 
muat  be  of  a  nioBey  thai  wvold  paw  thraugheiit 
the  United  Stales  fat  all  paymeou. 

Ur.  V.  said,  that  having  e«t«red  mor«  largely 
oa  a  former  oecasiou  into  ibia  qiieaiian,  he  did 
not  intend  to  detain  tbe  Hoase  now.  Un  bad,  as 
mtiah  aa  he  could,  avoided  repeating  what  he 
had  formtrly  or  wlMft  (tiheta  on  the  same  aide  of 
'       '     '.  ekpreasod.    H«  bad,  tharefaie, 


,y  Google 


HISTOBT.OF-  OOMORBSa 


nt 


JA.IIIJABT,  ISIl. 


avoided  mcBiioniDft  tbe  psUie  aod  prirate  dis- 
tresi  ilmt  mnH  tmuU  from  the  immediite  diuo' 
latioB  of  Ibis  bank.  BreD  adnilUDg  ibst  the 
Bp«cia  stock  purchtied  by  foreigners,  belioved  to 
anount  to  97,000,000,  Ebould  not  be  immadiately 
ramovtd  from  the  coaniry.  yet  it  wonid  bedirert- 
ed  from  it*  acouitomed  uaet ;  aod,  iactaad  ot  giv- 
ing-Teliaf  ■■  at  preseot,  might  iprculate  npoa  oiK 
diiucMe*.  He  b«liev<ii,  that  Buddeoly  calling 
91&,000,00()orcDTreDi  medium  outof  tbe  uxaalcir- 
enlaiioQ  ooold  not  avoid  in  any  coooiry  being  ike 
eaaae  of  at  least  a  great  proportion  of  both-  publio 
aitd  prirate  dbtress.  Therefore,  he  aouldBot  by 
bis  vote  aopport  tbe  raetcure..  It  will  hare  other 
iiMonvaoieiiea,  which  have  not  been  ta^atioaed. 
Whan  i)m  banlt  wind*  up  iu  bntinass  and  makta 
a  traaafer  to  trOaieet,  it  ii  not  by  charter  obliged 
toeallioilsiiDtc«fmnaei(euiatioBthali*widrly 
extended  ibroaghaoi  the  Ueited  Stales.  The 
boldcn  iodead  will  ban  their  laasedy  at  law 
agaioat'  the  tract,  bat  thia  may  be  a  ledioua  aad 
iaanaTeateot  leoUdy  for  many  DOte  koUen. 

It  has  been  aoertad  by  more  thao  ofu  naenibc*, 
that  Ibe  iDMiluiion  of  Ihe  btok  wa*  Ibefoaoda- 
tioa  or  iDuree  of  tbe  patty  ipirit  thai  hai  uafaap- 

E'ly  prevailed  ia  tbit  eooalry.  He  wished,  ob- 
re  be  Mt  down,  tn  correct  ibi*  mialakt,  passing 
what  prBTvi led  befoce  the  Qoreromeai  took  plaoc. 
It  was  the  funding  lyscem,  in  Uir  maoBCr  it  wai 
coaducted  and  tbe  extent  to  which  ii  wai  oarried, 
and  llM.aoniequeiit  ipeculatios!),  that  wu  the 
source  of  that  uoliappy  party  spirit;  buteBpeoially 
the  HHamptiooB  of  the  State  Jebla  before  they 
were  liquidated  or  tbe  aiDDuot  kaown,  and  which, 
after  having  been  once  rejecled,  was' carried  by  a 
very  tmall  majority  ;  ai  a  foad  for  this  debt,  ihe 
excise  and  other  DnpopuiaT  iaierual  taxes  became 
DeeeEsary.  It  is  well  koowa  that  about;  t3,3iM,000 
ofihisBssumptioa  isyet  due  tothe  Uoiled  Sialee 
from  the  Slates  that  were  paid  that  nnich  inore 
ibao  enough,  and  which  do  method  baa  been,  oor 
probably  can  be  found,  to  recover.  Unibrtunalely, 
■ImoM  every  session  some  measures  are  so  con- 
dnoled  aa  to  keep  alive,  if  not  prMUote,  that  ruin- 
ous parly  spirit  by  which  our  Datiooai  claaraclei 
is  degraded,  and  our  measures  embarraMed.  He 
quenioaed  mnob,  if  rejcciiiif  the  bill  witboui 
■ttemptiag  to  amend  it,  is  calenland  to  allay  that 
uabappy  party  spirit. 

When  Mr.  F.  had  eoocttided,  a  motion  wa> 
made  to  adjovia,  and  carrivd,  5i  to  6t. 

Tobbdat,  Jaaaary  32. 

A  meiaage  from  the  Seaate  jnbrmed  lh<  Hoaie 
that  tbe  Senate  have  pasted  two  billa,  entitled  as 
fullowi:  "Ad  act  conceraing  the  eoaiaanieaiioa 
by  WBtei  along  the  Northern  coafines  of  the  Uni- 
ted StatM,  and  for  other  parposei;"  and  "An  act 
to  incoTponte  the  Union  Bank  of  Qeorgaiown  i" 
to  which  bills  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this 
Hoate. 

Mr.  SifiLiB  presented  to  tbe  HonsearesOlDlioa 

of  tbe  Leyistatare  of  the  Siale  of  Peaosylvania, 

ineiructiag  their  Seoaiors  aad  re^astiofr  their 

Repreaeotatives  in  the  Coagrass  of  tlie  United 
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States,  "  to  use  erery  exertion  In  their  power  ta 
prevent  tba  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uniiad 
Slates  from  being  renewed,  or  asy  other  bank 
from  being  chartered  by  Congress,  designed  lo 
have , operation  wilhin  the  jurisdiotion  of  any 
State,  without  first  having  obtained  the  eoDsent 
of  tbe  Legiiitature  of  such  Blate ;"  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  labia. 

The  rasolntioD  is  as  follows: 
JH  tht  General  Auembly  of  the  Comnvawiealth  of- 
Penruyleania. 

Tbe  people  of  the  United  States,  bv  the  adoption  of 
Ihe  Feiler^  ConslitntioD,  estsbliiheil  ■  Geiieril  Gor- 
emmenl  for  apecisl  purposes,  reserving  to  themselvos, 
TcspectiTely,  the  liffati  and  SQthoritiea  not  delegsted 
in  that  instrument.  To  the  compact  thereby  created, 
each  Stale  acoeded,  in  its  character  as  a  Stale,  and  is  a 
party;  the  United  States  fbrUing.  as  to  it,  the  other 
putj.'  The  act  of  onion,  Ihoa  entered  into,  being,  to ' 
sit  intents  and  porposes,  a  treaty  betwaea  soveieigii 
States.-  The  General  Govermaanl,  by  Ibi*  tres^,waa 
not  coDstitnted  the  exclusive  or  Siial  judge  cT  the 
powers  It  wss  lo.elerciw;  for  if  it  were  sa  to  jodge, 
then  its  jndgiUeiit,  anil  not  the  CMuthntiaa,  would  be 
the  measiue  of  its  aotborilj. 

Should  the  General  Goieminenl,  in  any  of  its  de- 
partmenti,  violate  tbe  pruvisiona  of  th«  C^nstitulioti, 
it  reAs  with  Iba  States  and  with  tliff  people,  to  apply 
suitable  remedies. 

With  these  unpresaioDs,  the  Legislature  of  Pennsyl- 
vuiis,  ever  solicitous  to  secnra  an  iLdmiuiatrition  of  tlie 
Peileial  and  8ute  Gayernments,  conformably  lo  the 


apiril  of  thaii  reipectiT«  c^ 
duty  to  express  their  sentiments  i 
subjBct  now  bsfbre  Congress,  vU: 
cslablisbnMnt  of  a  hank.  Prom  a  careful  review  of 
the  powen  veeted  in  the  Goneral  Goremment,  tb^ 
have  the  most  positive  conviction,  that  the  tnAcrily  to 
grant  diarteia  of  incorporefioc,  wilhin  the  jBrisdictum 
of  any  State,  wiAant  the  ooiHent  thereof,  is  not-Meog- 
tiissd  iu  that  irMtraiaeat,  either  exprvsaly,  et  b;  any  ' 
Warrantable  impllcslieo ;  Tbssabre, 

Sttobtd  by  the  Senate  artd  Houte  af  ReprttmUr 
fc'uu  of  the  Cammantoealth  of  Ptrut^ivania,  in  6m> 
mbli/  Tntt,  Thattha  Senators  of  this  State,  in  ' 


HauscorRepresentD.tivaor  the  United  Slates,  be,uid 
th^  heniti;  are,  requested  to  use  eiery  exertion  in  their 
power  to  prevent  the  chartar  of  Ihe  Bank  of  Ih*  Uni- 
ted Statee  Iron  being  renewed,  or  any  other  bank  from 
being  chartered  by  Congress,  designed  to  have  opers- 
tion  wttiiiB  the  jorisdictiDn  of  any  Stale,  withaU  flnt 
havi^ obtaiaed  the  aaosenlaf  the  Lsgialatnre  of  saA 
State. 

ffsssiesd,  That  tbe  Goveiaor  ba^  and  he  bsnb^  is, 

re^aasted  to  forward  a  copy  of  tbe  abo«a  praaBUa  aad 

reaehiUoa  la  eackof  tha  Senatcn  and  Bejarsenutivas 

of  thia  Btnto  in  Uw  Congress  of  Ihe  United  Stalsa. 

BANK  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Heosa  resancd  tke  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tbe 
bill  for  the  renewal  of  the  charier  of  the  Bank  of 
the  UniMid  States ;  the  mottoo  for  iodeflnite  post* 


aidet  diseasatoa  iavtdras  an  important  CoaalitiF 
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B  Doi,  however,  my  JDlention 
QtUsJDo  of  Ibe  ConstilulioDal  priociple  which  has 
a  beariog  on  tbe  bill.  .Thai  part  of  tb^  iDbjeet 
hai  been  ably  aod  cnlically  discussed  by  my  hoo- 
orable  fFfead  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Pohtsi,}  aod 
fajr  oiher  geDtlemeo,  who  have  spoken  on  the 
Mine  side  of  the  queaiioo.  Oa  ibis  patt  of  the 
subject,  .sir,  I  will  only  obterre,  that  a  forlqer 
Congress  having  decided  tbe  Constitutional  quei- 
tioa  for  ibeiDBelrea,  by  paiiiiDg;  tbe  law  to  iocoi- 
poraie  the  bank;  tbe  tribuoalsof  the  oetioD  bar- 
ing saoctioned  it,  as  it  respected  ibemselves;  or 
tbe  leTeial  States  baring,  without  rebellion,  but 
not  without  muiiDUring  and  compIaJDt,  acqui- 
esced in  suchdecision,  cannot  quiet  my  conicience, 
nor  satisfy  my  mind  on  the  subject.  The  qvei' 
tioD  now  recurs)  I  trave  Co  act  on  it,  and  1  muat 
decide  it  for  myself. 

I  will  now  endeavor,  sir,  to  submit  to  the  House 
a  few  deiuiiiiry  obaervaliom,  wbich  bare  for  their 
objeet  toeiDJMo  some  of  the  practical  operaiioos 
of^the  baDKiog  busineai;  to  show  ibe  {HobaMe 
cfiecl  of  the  dissolaiion  of  the  bank  charter,  and 
IS  answer  some  objeeiions  which  hare  been 
raised  against  its  being  suffered  lo  expire. 

It  has  beeo  urged,  as  a  motive  for  the  renewal 
«f  the  charter,  tbat  the  coDcetns  of  the  bank  have 
beeK  conducted  leilb  impartiality  to  penon"  of 
different  polilical  opiniaos.  In  answer  to  this,  I 
beg  leave  to  read  part  oT  a  speech,  said  to  be  de- 
livered on  tbe  floor  of  this  House,  and  reported 
in  one  of  our  public  papen;  and  alio  a  letter 
from  a  gentleman  in  Baltimore,  io  whom  the 
speech  aUuded :  "  It  had  been  asserted,  (says  his 
'  speeeb,)  duriag  the  last  winter,  that  the  branch 
'haok  in  Baliimore  had  accommodated  only  one 
'  pariicolaT  class  of  politieal  geDilemeo.  He  (Hr. 
'  Stamlbt)  bad  it  from  good  aiKborit)[,  that  a 
'  distinguished  Republioaa  hotite  io  Baltimore,  of 
'  which  a  member  of  the  Senate  was  parrner,  had 
'  obtained  a  greater  portion  of  diseoants  Ihao  any 
'  other  merenanls  in  tbat  place." 

The  leitar  to  which  I  allnded,  is  in  the  follow- 
ing words : 

"  Daia  Sia :  WiM  yon  hata  ttie  jnstica  to  stala  to 
the  HottM  of  BaprcaentaliTis,  as  eartj  u  you  have  an 
OBipoTtiuii^,andindirMt  cmitrsdtctloD  of  the  uofooDd. 
•a  asaattioD  coolaiDed  in  the  encioHd;  that  the  Repob- 
liMul  hease  in  Bahimwe,  of  which  >  number  of  the 
Saaato  is  a  partner,  baa  racsivad  but  two  disconnU 
Amn  the  branch  Bank  of  Baltimore,  to  wit:  ana  of 
Binaieeti  handredand  liztean  dolhra  and  ftfty-Sfaoants, 
and  one  of  aighlaen  hondred  doUan ;  the  fiM  on  the 
14lh  of  April,  and  thssaeoBdonthe  Uthof  May,  L7SB; 
allhaugh  the  tnUaetwns  of  tbe  hooaa  with  that  bank 
amannt  to  nins  hnndred  and  thirty-six- thousand  Ibrae 
kundrsd  and  twentj-two  dollua  and  fifty  eenls." 

[Het«  Mr.  Stamlb) explained.  Perhaps itbad 
not  been  hia  good  fortune  to  be  nndemieod  io 
iha  remarks  which  he  presnmed  were  allnd«<I  «> 
br  Ur.  H.'s  correspondent.  It  was  hb  tneaning, 
if  not  hia  wqfda,  that,  althongh  partiality  had 
baan  charged  m  the  distribution  of  the  favors  of 
tha  hNoab  bank  of  Baltimore,  Jie  had  been 


formed  from  good  Hulhorily,  tbat  of  its  diseoants, 
more  tban  one-half  had  been  obtained  by  genile- 
men  of  politics  opposite  to  those  of  tbe  baak; 
and  that,  in  tbe  purchase  of  bills  of  ezcbaoge, 
this  bank  had  purcnased  a  larger  amount  from  the 
house  alladpd  to,  (Smith  and  Buchanan,)  than 
from  any  other  house  in  Baltimore.] 

f  am  satisfied,  said  Mr.  M.,  with  the  explana- 
tion. I  have  not  ioirodaccd  the  speech  and  letter, 
so  mueh  to  support  my  argument  aa  lo  do  joattce 
to  my  friend  ;  oor  oan  I  vooeh  for  the  oorrecinesa 


lions  of  dollars  are  due  to  this  bank,  wboae char- 
ter is  now  about  loeapira)  that,  if  the  cbarteria 
not  renewod,  it  will  prodaee  great  distress,  and 
general  bankruptcy  will  ensue  ;  that  ibc  bank,  in 
winding  up  its  eoneeros,  can  reeeive  nothiog  bnt 
specie,  which  will  exbanat  the  reaoniecn  i^  the 
other  banks  and  individoals,  and  thervfay  pro- 
dnee  a  reaolt  the  most  disastrous  tolfae  mercantile 
interests  of  tbe  nation.  Tbii  statement  i*  incor- 
rect. By  tbe  returns  from  the  Treasury,  it  ap- 
pears  that  no  mora  than  S1.318,€e4  was  due  to 
the  bank;  and  that  tbe'  bank  is  indebted  to  (h« 
pablio  and  to  iodiTiduals,  in  the  aom  elfllJSO,- 
330;  and  all  the  o&ets  it  bad  agaioK  tbe  heavy 
debt,  are  the  above  sum,  due  from  difierent  Biaie 
banks,  of  81 .3 18,084. 

Mr.  H.  illnsU'ated  this  position  by  tbe  follow- 
ing doUited  statement  of  the  aecoaot,  whieh  ha 
read  in  bis  place; 
Tbe  bank  owes  to  QovHnniaal  for 

depositea 83,493,362 

It  owes  to  individuals  for  deponites  3,891,680 
It  owes  for  its  notes  in  «if«alatioa        5,157.378 


Total  amoant  of  its  debts  -  -  811,543,380 
Deduct  from  tbe  anoaat  of  debia 

due  by  (he  bank,  its  only  offset  -  l,3l8/at 
Leaving  a  net  balaace  of  debts  die 

from  the  bank,  at       .       ~        .    810.140^ 

This,  sir,  is  the  pcsent  sitaation  of  tka  txji- 
ring'bank,  by  its  own  ahowiag. 
.  Oeotlemen  have  iovtdved  this  anbjeet  in  ob- 
seurtiy,  by  sappoaing  the  fifteen  milliona  of  dol* 
lars,  held  by  the  bank  in  diseonntnl  naica,  na  a 
debt  due  to  the  bank.  Sir,  there  is  nnt  one  cent 
of  these  ootea  due,  encepc  a  small  aum  that  is  in 
suit.  If  ihaae  notes  were  really  due,  it  would 
materially  change  the  state  of  the  aceonnt.  It 
woold  then  possess  tbe  mesas  of  spreading  ter- 
ror, if  it  was  disposed  unnecessarily  so  to  do;  bat 
we  must  lake  the  account  as  it  im;  and  if  we 
woald  know  how  it  aiaodaat  anv  partiaolar  time. 
we  must  judge  of  it  as  wa  do  of  araoe,  by  view* 
log  both  sides  at  the  same  point  of  time.  Jndg- 
tog  in  this  way,  we  find  tbat  this  bank  now  owes 
a  net  balanee  of  upwards  of  ten  milliona  of  dol- 

Now,  sir,  I  would  ask,  can  any  gentleman  be- 
lieve that  it  will  be  in  the  power  ot  a  bank,  (has 
heavily  indebted,  far  beyond  the  eitent  of  ita 
praacol  meana,  to  iprcad  saoh  terror,  and  produce 
■nek  ilistiaaa,  aa  has  bean  stated,  whea  it  ia  do* 
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j>rtT«d  of  the  pablio  Riid  uriva'te  d>]posites,  or 
which  il  will  be  depii*ed,  wben  it  is  kaonn  that 
<lie  charter  will  not '  be  renewed  1  II  is  Irae, 
thtl,  while  Ibese  fuodt — :tbB  debt  it  owes — hdiI  ■ 
coDtiauaDoe  of  the  public  deposiles,  are  suffered 
to  remaiD  in  ilt  pomuion,  it  may  do  much  to 
«r«aIedistTeu;  while  these  foods  aie  in  iis  hands, 
it  can  employ  the  whole  pecuniary  tesourcex  af 
the  DBtioD  to  coerce  other  banks  and  iDdiriduals 
into  its  measures,  if  it  were  so  diEpoied. 

I  wish  it  to  be  clearly  understood,  that  I  do  not 
mean  to  say,  or  to  iosiDuate,  that  this  hank  bad 
votiecessarilr  used  coercioOj  to  create  dislreu,  or 
to  obtain  the  object  of  its  wish — a  renewal  of  its 
charter.  But  white  these  funds  remain  in  its 
bands,  they  produce  this  effect.  They  render  it 
a  measure  of  prudence  and  necessary  precaution 
in  other  banks  not  to  issae  their  paper,  to  Aid  the 
cnstomers  of  this  hank,  or  others  mdebicd  to  it, 
tft  retire  their  notes;  and  this  operates  power- 
fully on  my  mind  as  a  reiuon  for  urging  a  sneedy 
decision  of  the  qoeslion.  1  am  of  opiojOQMf  this 
question  is  settled,  let  it  be  deiermioed  as  it  may, 
(hat  all  the  difficolty  and  distress  tesnlrinr  from 
the  probable  djsralutioo  of  the  charter  wiU  soon 
be  dissipated,  and  things  then  resume  their  nsnal 
coarse,  tf  the  charter  is  not  redewed,  the  ex- 
piring bank  li^ill  lose  its  power  of  holding  other 
banks  in  check,  by  the  withdrawing  of  public 
and  priyate  deposites;  which,  being  placed  in 
other  banks,  will  increase  their  means  of  giving 
aid  to  those  who  bare  paper  to  retire  from  the 
expiring  bank.  This  bank  bariog  now  no  other 
than  its  own  natuni  means,  will  no  longer  be  an 
object  of  dread 'to  other  similar  instittitions; 
Ihey  ma  J  now  freely  lend  ibeir  aid  to  re  Mere  the 
'  distressed,  and  their  increased  meaiiHwIll  be- ade- 
quate to  ibe  objeec 

It  has  been  saegested  that  the  csnital  of  this 
bank,  owoed  in  Europe,  will  be  remitted  fn  spe- 
cie, if  the  charter  is  suffered  to  ezpir« ;  and  tbat 
■neb  m  drain  of  specie  wonld  be  severely  felt  by 
this  banks,  at.  this  distresung  time  in  oor  eom- 
nercial  coocerni.  There  \f-  no  necessity  for  re- 
mitting this  capital  in  specie;  and  I  do  hot  be- 
lieve one  dollar  would  be  so  remitted,  because  it 
will  not  be  the  interest  of  the  proprietors  that  it 
■hould.  Exchange  is  low;  I  believe  bills  riHghl 
be  purchased  at  i\  a  10  per  cent.  beloV  par ;  and 
if  remitted  in  specie,  the  freight  and  insurance 
could  not  be  less  than  five  per  eenl.  A  remit- 
tance in  specie  would  then  be  18^  a  15  per  eent. 
less  brorable  than  to  remit  in  bills.  Men  are 
uscallf  goyerned  by  ihsir  interest  in  tninsaetions 
of  this  Kind ;  and  I  do  beliare  thai  the  managers 
of  this  stock,  if  it  is  ID  be  remitted  to  Bnrope, 
would  remit  it  \ji  other  geotlsmen  do,  in  bill*. 
Bat  if  it  most  be  remitted  in  specie,  il  is  proba- 
able  there  is  some  unknown  cause,  operating  on 
lemiitanees  eeneraUy,  that  gires  an  advanmge  to 
remittances  in  specie ;  and  if  this  be  the  case,  tbe 
whole  amount  chT  our  imports  from  Bnrope  will 
probably  he  thus  remitted.  The  amount  of  cur 
imports  from  Earcpe,  annually,  is  probably  not 
lass  than  eighty  milUcns  of  dollars ;  and  if  spenie 
HUM  be  abtpped  off  to  pay  f4tr  these  iapoTls,:it 


will  not  add  much  to  our  distress  to  tet  the  bank 
capital  go  with  it ;  but  I  atn  of  opinian  that  one 
dollar  will  not  be  shinped  to  pay  this  stock. 

It  has  been  staled  ny  my  honorable  oollenzue, 
whom  I  do  not  now  see  in  hit  place,  (and  f  re- 
gret that  I  do  not,  that  I  might  he  corrected  if  I  : 
misstated  what  he  said,)  that  fonrteen  millions 
of  dollars  would  be  thrown  out  of  circulation  if 
the  charter  bf  this  hsnlc  was  suffered  to  expire ; 
that  the  bank  discounted  fourteen  millions  or  dol- 
lars; aod,  therefore,  must  hare  issued  its  notes 
to  that  amount  in  payment  for  the  discounted 
paper.  This  is  incorrect;  one-half  of  the  <lis- 
.counted  paper,  it  might  he  fairly  estimated,  was 
of  what  IS  denominated  BCcommodation  nolea; 
and  for  this  portion  of  the  discounted  paper  no 
money  goes  out  of  the  bank  ffter  the  first  re- 
newal; but,  on  the  contrary,  money  is  brought 
into  bank  in  this  part  of  the  business  to  pay  the 
interest,  or  discount,  on  these  ttotes.  1  beg  leave 
to  explain  to  the  Hooie  the  nature  of  what  is 
termed  aceommodation  notes.  They  are  notes 
for  which  no  value  has  pasted ;  they  are  given  by 
the  maker  of  tbe  note- to  accommodate  the  re- 
ceiver of  it,  on  an  naderstanding  between  them, 
that,  when  doe,  it  will  be  taken  up  by  the  persott 
who  received  it;  and  discounts  on  this  kind  of 

f taper  are  in  the  nature  of  a  permanent  loan,  so 
ong  as  the  person  accommodated  requires,  or  as 
it  may  be  convenient  for  the  bank  tocoaiinne  it, 
the  note  being  renewed  every  sixty  days,  and  the 
interest  paid  thereon.  But  tbe  proposition  is 
equally  incorrect  as  it  relates  to  the  notes  dis- 
counted, which  were  given  on  some  actual  tran— 
SaciioB  in  hnsincss;  notes  are  not  issoed  by  the 
bank  to  the  amount  of  the  real  pa  per -it  discounts; 
money  is  constantly  coming  in  for  notes  that  fall 
due;  and,  in  the  course  oT  trade,  it  frequently 
happens  Ihkt  tbe  money  paid  in  one -week,  on  dis> 
counted  notes,  is  the  next  week,  by  various  wind- 
ings and  changes,  again  in  baiiK,  to  discount 
nearly  a  like  amount. 

Tbe  real  dirainuiion  of  tbe  circulating  medium 
that  will  result  from  the  dissolution  of  the  charter 
will  be  6re  millions  of  dollars.  The  report  from 
thi!  Treasury,  laid  on  cor  tables,  stales  that  the 
bank  has  five  millions  of  dollars  of  its  notes  in 
circulation,  and  these,  of  course,  will  be  paid  off 
and  destroyed  when  the  bank  ceases  to  aet ;  and 
a"  it  will  then  receive  no  more  deposites,  the 
meansof  other  banks  will  beenlai^ed;  whereby 
they  may  issue  an  increased  amount  of  notes, 
perhaps-  nearly  equal  to  tbe  extent  of  the  dimi- 
notioB  that  will  result  from  tbe  decease  of  the 

I  will  repeat,  air,  what  I. before  said.  When 
lbs  question  of  the  chtirter  is  settled,  the  difficul- 
ties and  distress  that  now  exist  will  soon  cease, 
and  an  BceomiDodaling  disposition  will  then  take  - 
place;  the  expiring  bank  will  relinquish  its  pre- 
tensions to  receive  nothing  but  specie  in  pay- 
ment ;  it  will  see  tbe  necessity  of  receiving  pay- 
ment in  tbe  paper  of  other  banks  that  are  m 
credit ;  it  wKl  receive  payment  in  soch  bills  as 
other  banks  aad  indiTiduala  reerfve  freely.  And 
why  will  it  do  this  sfhan  it  has  a  ri^t  lo  tnsiat 
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on«pecie7  Becanie  it  wJU  be  urged  lo  d«  w 
from  interest  iiid  ateetitxy.  It  baa  ■  \trge  debt 
ihmt  will  be  gborily  railing  due  from  its  euiioni' 
«n,  aod  how  will  ibey  be  able  to  pay  if  the  beok 
■hall  draw  all  the  tpecie  ioto  iti  T«iilti,  and  keep 
other  bank*  in  cbeck,  »o  tbai  ibej  can  afford  no 
aid  to  its  cuatomert  to  retire  their  note*  when 
tbey  fall  dac.  The  specie  caaoot  be  waoied  bj 
tbe  expiriog  bank.  Every  object  of  wiitdiog  up. 
lemittiDg,  and  payisg  its  capital,  can  be  tnanaged 
lo  equal  adveatage  without  it;  and  will  tfai* 
bulk,  without  a  motire,  aod  in  opposiiioo  to  ita 
OWD  ioteresi,  eodeavor  to  produce  dixtreH  by 
thua  unorcetMrily  diawiag  the  iptcie  iots  iit 
Taultsi  Certainly  it  will  not.  fiut  if  it  tbotild 
act  >o  unadvisedly,  who  is  to  be  the  greatest  suf- 
ferer T  Who  has  a  greater  interest  tliaD  itself  in 
facilitating  the  payment  oj  debts  1  None  haTaa 
greater  stake  at  liazard  iban  this  bank,  and  1  ren- 
lure  to  sav,  that  none  will  be  more  disposed  to 
promote  the  geneial  convenience  aad  prospeiiiy 
than  it  will  be.  I  have  no  fear*  of  tbU  spectre 
of  miser)'  and  dlMresa  ibat  has  been  anfullf 
conjured  up  to  alarm  as  ioU  a  renewal  of  the 
charier. 

My  honorable  colleague  [Ur.  Ket)  baa  made 
an  eioquEDi  display  of  the  beneSu  of  banking 
establish  men  Is  in  our  agrieulluTBl  improverawia, 
oiu  nsnulactures  and  ship  buildingj  and  that,  if- 
ibis  bank  was  pat  down,  the  efftcH  jr°ul<l  ^  '*■ 
Tcrely  felt  in  the  reduced  piic^  of  produce,  aod 
in  our  im  prove  men  Is  generally. 

I  accord  most  heartily  with  the  honorable  gen-, 
llemeu  as  to  the  beoefit  of  banks  lo  a  reasonable 
exienL  No  one  in  more  perfectly  aoovioced  of 
the  beoeSu  resulting  from  them  than  myself; 
bat  I  deny  that  such  iojuiiou*  rffecu  wouM  be 
.produced  by  suffering  this  charter  to  expire.  Is 
tiiere  no  other  bank  but  this  one,  founded  on  fi-r- 
eigo  capital,  aod  adoiiniKtered  more  or  less  uodar 
foreign  influence,  that  can  produce  aod  perpetuate 
these  benefits}  Surely  there  are  oibert  as  ca)»- 
pable,  and  as  much  to  be  relied  on  as  this.  The 
capital  of  Ibis  bank  forms  but  a  small  portiop  of 
the  aggregate  bank  capital  of  the  natioa,  and  if 
its  charter  should  expire,  the  benefits  mentioned 
will  not  be  lost.  No  rpecie  will  be  destroyed,  or 
■eot  out  of  the  country  by  its  ilisaoluiioo.  Spe- 
cie is  the  basis  of  bank  capital,  and  if  we  have 
■peeie  to  meet  tbein,  we  can  eatily  make  bank 
nolea  enough  without  tbe  aid  of  this  bank,  Tbe 
bank  notes  ibat  «ill  be  thrown  out  of  circulation 
«ifl  all  that  will  be  lost  by  the  dissolution  of  tbe 
charter ;  and  if  we  have  specie,  we  can  bood  sup- 
ply their  place.  There  is  no  scarcity  of  paper 
inongns. 

The  charter  of  thu  bank  was  granted  for  a  lim- 
ited lime;  tbe  privileges  and  iatnuniiiea  it  grant- 
ed were  greaL  The  interest  it  yielded  on  it* 
capital, and  its  credii,  are  liberal;  aod  tbeinereaa- 
ad  value  the  charter  gave  to  its  stock  was  great 
This  stock,  originally  only  leomilLaDs  of  dollan, 
•oon  became  worth  fourteen  millions  under  the 
ebarteri  tbe  company  have  enjoyed  these  beae- 
iia  in  the  fullest  extent,  without  iBolesUlion  ; 
ibmii  ebwitred  rigbtt  have  Dot  beea  infringed  or 


violated ;  and  ih»  charter  is  now  about  i»  expira 
by  its  own  limitation.  And  this  TalnaUe  inher- 
itance of  bcnefiii  about  to  descend,  with  tbe  death 
of  the  charter,  to  the  people  of  the  UnilcdSiatea, 
it  wilt  become  their  joint  property.  About  ecven- 
tenihs  of  the  present  stoclilialders  are  foreigMn  v 
and,  shall  we,  the  goardians  of  the  rights  nod  in- 
terests of  the  American  people,  perpetuate  Iheae 
beoefttsto  foreigner*,  by  area>ewal  of  the  cbarur 
to  them,  in  prefeteoce  to  those  whose  interest* 
we  have  been  chosen  to  protect  J  Persons  aa- 
eooDcetsd  with  the  public  bu&ioea*  migbt,  pcr> 
haps,  wiokatwch  an  act;  but  if  we,  in  oar  rep- 
resentative capacity, 
record  our  infamy? 

Under  these  impresaiona,  Ur.  Speaker)  I  am 
prepared  (ogive  jny  vole  for  an  indefinite  poM- 
poocment  of  the  bill.  But,  if  (he  section  stricken 
out  in  Comroiitec  of  the  Whole  shall  b*  rcin- 
siBled,  and  the  bill  shall  com*  to  «  final  voir,  I 
must  record  my  name  against  im  paHage. 

Mr.  OoLB.— Mr-  Speaker,  althoogb  this  nae*- 
lion  haa  long  engrosMd  the  coosidefation  of  tbe 
House,  I  aausl  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House 
to  lh«  obstrvaliMs  I  may  offiti.  I  will  not  ifo*- 
pas*  on  your  patience. 

The  question  of  exp«dienov.  together  with 
vaiionn  exiriosis  lopias,  I  pas*  by  unootiead  ;  oa 
these  let  tbajudgnKoi  mid  not  the  feelings  of  the 
Hoose,  which  nave  be^  so  much  addressed 
through  ex  |Mtr(«statmMM  and  Miggesliiws,  do- 
term  iae. 

On  tbe  ^cat  Constitutional  qiestion,  involved 
by  tbe  bill  on  ysur  table,  it  is  the  fruJA  of  my  ticBt 
reflections — it  i*  my  deep  conviction,  that  the 
agency  of  a  bank  is  neoeisary  lo  iha  admiuistia- 
tion  of  the  fiaances  of  this  country;  that  it  is 
cmioeDdy  neccsvry  to  the  great  exigencies  of 
war.  This  is  the  test;jDa  this  pivot  rests  the 
quwiioa.  In  cbniiog  to  the  cooclusson  I  hav% 
sir,  Idisclaim  (he  do«iriaeof  implication  of  pow- 
ers— of  constructive  powws — now-  randeied  so 
odious  and  so  unjustly  impute^  to  those  who 
maintaio  the  constimtiooBlity  of  this  bank ;  I 
ask  only  the  application  of  a  plain  simple  rule, 
which  is  as  old  as  Srsi  priociplesi  ai  extended  in 
its  operation  as  (he  empire  of  law  ;lo  be  found  in 
all  codes,  applicable  to  all  insuumeota,  u  well  to 
con  ten  tiona  between  States  a*  to  (be  contracts  of 
individuals. 

It  is,  that  with  the  end  is  given,  inacparablr 
given,  (he  means ;  that,  with  toe  exproa  powen 
givan  to  this  QoveroDaeni,  isalsogiven  the  neana 
necenary  to  carry  the  Ooveramebt  into  sueecaa- 
ful  opera Lion'-no(  merely  to  move  the  wbeda,  but 
to  give  an  effectoal  impulse,  necessary  to  ttte  ex- 
igencieaof  the  country.  When  gentleroaa- aur- 
vey  tbe  extended  Department  of  (he  Treasury, 
the  wide  theatre  of  the  public  expenditure,  com- 
mensurate with  (ha  United  Sutes;  th«  daily 
iranimiasion  of  moneys  (to  satisfy  the  pubUc  de- 
mand) in  every  direction,  to  tbe  furthest  limiis  of 
tbe  Uoioo  ;  to  the  frontieti;  (o  your  garrisooa;  to 
placet  with  which  (here  is  no  commerce)  oo 
which  bills  of  exchange  capnoi  he  obtained;  eaa 
ilxy  avoid  aawBg  the  Tieaaurjr  involved  in  Ut« 
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ntm*»[  einbvrrassnieQt  by  withdraiviag  the  aid  of 
a  bantJDc  tnsiitutlon?  Sacb  embarrasamest.  to 
lof  miDd,  is  jneTitnble. 

But,  sir,  if  doubia  could  eilsl  aa  applicable  to 
a  Elate  of  peace  in  ibe  great  and  trying  emergen- 
cies of  war,  there  ii  not,  I  did  hope,  room  for  di- 
versity of  opinion  ;  the  oecesiiiy  of  the  iosiiin- 
tidn,  in  my  cooceptioD,  ii  emiDeuc,  is  indispensa- 
ble. Money  is  the  sinew  of  war;  for  want  of  it, 
to  satisfy  a  needy,  diBcoatemed  army,  the  most 
important  operations  of  a  campaign  tiave  been 
arrested,  ana  the  most  disastrous  results  produced. 
Our  own  country,  sir,  ibe  patriotic  army  of  the 
RevolutioUj  and  one  more  patrtoiic,  I  fear,  we 
shvll  never  see,  furnished  one  if  not  more  instan- 
ces of  discontent  and  actual  mutiny,  for  viot  of 
J*ay,  (Cor  want  of  that  which  this  institution  could 
so  promptly  furnish, J  which  was  not  appeased 
vilhout  resort  u>  military  exccuiion. 

Howerec  pacifie  in  its  policy,  let  no  nation 
momise  itself  continued  exemption  from  wat; 
Oislory  gives  no  assurances  of  this  kind  ;  nowiee 
-Governtuent,  in  its  policy  and  institutions,  ever 
lost  sight  of  a  state  of  war.  In  case  of  internal 
dissensions,  in  public  convulsions,  the  prompt  aid 
of  a  back  may  be  equally  necessary.  It  is  the 
absetvaiioD  of  a  distiuguisbed  writer,  who 'had 
'  well  considered  the  eT«Dts  of  the  ReTolUiion,  that 
tbe  independence  of  this  country  was,  in  no 
small  d^ee,  indebted  to  the  Bank  of  Nonh 
America. 

Bm,  it  is  said,  that  the  best  resort  of  Qovern* 
meni  is  to  the  purse  of  individuals,  that  this  source 
vill  be  founcT  abundant.  It  is,  Mr.Speakei 
public  emergencies,  in  times  of  public  convul: 
under  the  severe  pressure  of  war,  when  ready 
.supplies  of  money  became  indispensable  to  Got- 
ernment,  and  it  is  at  such  a  period  that  alarms 
spread,  and  distrust  seijes  on  the  eommuaitvj  it 
is  then  that  the  moneyed  man  withdraws  birD- 
self,  places  his  cash  in  a  strong  box,  and,  not  un- 
freqoeofly  commits  it  to  the  earth,  beyoad  the 
reach  of  Gorernment.  We  have  no  po*er  of 
drawing  the  Jew's  teeth;  do  roource  in  a  forced 
loan. 

In  the  course  of  debate,' on  this  bill,  it  is  not  a 
little  amusiug  to  observe  the  desperate  eSiirts,  ibe 
.coniradiciioDS,  and  inconsistencies,  which  gentle- 
men, in  their  zeal,  fall  into.  Atonemoment  it  is 
most  strenuously  insisted,  that  nothing  short  of  an 
express  provision,  in  the  Constitution,  to  create 
corporations,  can  warrant  the  establishment  of  a 
bank ;  the  next  moment  it  is  admitted,  and  strange, 
indeed,  had  it  been  denied,  that,  if  a  bank  be  a 
necessary  mean  for  the  execution  of  (be  delegated 
powers  of  the  Govemraent,  then  must  it  be  Con- 


Btil 


lal. 


The  most  fruitful  source  of  error,  Mr.  Speab 
is  in  the  palpable  raisin  terp  retail  on  of  the  ter 
'"necessary"  in  Ihe  Constitution  j  it  has  been  re- 
iterated again  and  again  under  this  head  of  ihi 
argument,  that  a  mean  to  be  necessary,  must  bi 
\abiioIutelyj  Indispensably  so,  without  which  the 
operations  of  the  GoTeroment  would  be  arrested. 
Now,  sir,  all  this  is  contrary  to  the  sense  In  which 
that  adjectire  b  used  by  the  tuost  approved 


id  in  direct  violation  of  the  elemeniarr 
principles  of  our  language.  If  gentlemen  will 
lake  the  trouble,  and  f  invite  them  to  do  it,  to  re- 
cur to  the  best  writers  and  philologists,  they  will 
Gnd  the  term  used  in  a  sense  implying  only  What 
I  needful,  or  requisite,  and  not  what  is  extremely 
0,  or  indii^ensable;  and  why,  sir,  should  it  be 
ttended  beyond  the  above  limits?  Is  it  not  an 
idjectire  of  comparison — for  the  argument  has 
carried  u»  back  to  the  schools  T  Is  it  not  in  every 
day's  use,  and  correctly  so,  that  one  thing  is  "ne- 
cessary," another  more  so,  and  a  third  indispeo- 
sably  so  7  Have  we  not  seen  here;  upon  this 
floor,  a  member  rfse,  and  call  fbr  the  order  of  the 
day  un  a  bill  "necessary"  to  be  anted  onj  aooihei 
tnember  call  for  one  more  necessary,  and  a  third 
for  one  absolutely  and  indispensably  necessary  ? 
And  yet,  sir,  gentlemen  continue  to  urge  upon 
Us,  that  "  necessary,"  in  its  positive,  uocompared 
Slate,  Imports  Ihe  superlative — means  indispensa- 
ble. .  Such  arguments,  sir,  not  only  prostrate  tlic 
bank,  but  subvert  the  very  foundation  of  lan- 
guage. Again,  sir,  it  is  said  that  no  mean  is  giren 
by  the  Constitution,  if  the  operations  of  Govern- 
ment can  possibly  be  carried  on  without  it.  'la 
this  dishuoor  to  be  done  air,  to  the  memories  ot 
those  wise  men  who  framed  our  excellent  Con- 
stitution? Was  it  the  height  of  their  high  am- 
bition, the  fruit  of  all  their  labors,  to  give  the 
country  a  limping,  halting  Government,  to  more 
with  a  snail's  pace,  to  give  to  the  wheels  an  im- 
pulse, the  least  possible,  competent  to  move  theml 
Upon  this  argument,  sir.  the  Oovernmeui  itself 
ought  not  to  have  been  eitHblished  at  all,  as  with- 
out it  Ihe  country  might  have  subsisted  ;  we 
might,  probably,  have  defended  our  territory  and 
retained  our  liberties,  at  least  for  a  considerable 
period  ;  we  might  have  moved  up  and  down,  and 
consumed  the  acorns  of  our  forests.  A  higher 
ambition  moved  the  worthies  who  laid  the  foun- 
dations of  this  goodly  fabric  of  Qavernment; 
and  I  will  not  hesitate  to  honor  them  so  much  as 
to  say  that  they  intended  to  give  to  the  Union  a 
Ooverumeni  for  attaining  the  highest  degree  of 
political  prosperity  of  which  the  condition  of  the 
States  and  the  nature  of  a  Federative  compact  is 
susceptible.  Such,  sir,  in  my  apprehension,  was 
the  ooiect  of  the  Constilution,  and,  I  beg  leave  to 
add.  that  this  otiject  may  be  carried  into  effect 
without  touching  the  rights,  the  interests,  or  hap- 
piness, of  those  Stales.  Nay,  sir,  the  best  iolet- 
ests  of  each  and  every  Slate  in  the  Union  impe- 
riously demands  of  Congress,  in  despite  of  all  tbe 
covert  movements  of  Slate  naoks  and  State  pol- 
iticians, independently  to  carry  into  eOecl  the  bill 
on  ypur  (able.  Let  us  not,  sir,  shut  our  eyes  to 
the  quarter  from  whence  danger  threatens,  to  the 
interests  and  ambition  of  States,  who,  assuming 
a  control  or  InBuence  over  the  representatives  of 
the  people,  would,  in  effect,  dictate  to  you  what 
course  you  are  to  pursue.  Here,  sir,  at  ibis  period, 
lies  the  danger  lo  the  Constitution.  We  are  ar- 
rived at  a  crisis  when  it  is  considered  almost  aa 
act  of  hardihood  lo  vote  on  this  question  in  oppo- 
sition lo  the  wishes  of  the  Slate  to  which  a  mem- 
ber may  belong,  signified  by  a  resoUtion  of  the 
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Lfgii^ature.  If  this  influmce,  lir,  U  to  prevail 
over  ihe  CouDciU  or  ihe  Union,  theii,iiii3ee(I,ar« 
we  drgraded,  our  soTcreignty  lo>t,  snd  all  Ihe 
VfakneuH  tod  tnaladiei  of  ihe  old  ConfederB' 
lioD  rrlurnrd  again  upon  this  bodjr  politic.  I 
repeal,  sir,  if  tbts  bank  shall  fall,  ii  will  owe  iis 
faie  to  ibe  baneful  inSuence  of  indiv idaal  States, 
^verned  by  their  own  baokiog  ioterEsis.oTer  the 
CooDciU  of  the  UdIod. 

Theargumem,  sir,  in  luppott  ofihe  coostJiu- 
tiottality  of  a  bsokitig  inKtiiuiion,  as  a  mean  ne- 
cessary to  execute  the  Oorernment,  is  greatly 
BireogtheDed  by  the  coaiideration  that  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Government  overtbe  specified  sub- 
jects of  its  cognizance  i*  loverelgQ. 

In  the  division  of  power,  ceriiio  subjects  of 
legislation  remain  with  the  individual  States  for 
their  sole  and  sovereign  jurisdiction  ;  other  spe- 
cific subjects  are,  by  the  Consiiiution.  committed 
to  the  exclusive  c(»nizance  of  the  Oofernmeni 
of  the  Union;  all  legislative  power  over  thi 


snbjects  19  not  only  given  to  Consress,  but  ex- 

tressly  denied  to  the  States.    With  these  plain 
ind-marks  before  him,  I  was  not  a  little  sur- 


prised to  hear  my  boBorable  colleague,  (Mr.  Por- 
TBS,)in  a  speech  of  so  much  method  andinaenu- 
ily,  euniend  that  Ihe  Government  of  the  Uaion 
wa*  not  sovereign  in  anything;  that  sovereignty 
was  to  be  found  alone  with  the  people.  To  the 
people,  sir,  we  always  bow  with  respect;  it  is 
among  first  principles  that  all  power  flows  from 
the  people,  and  is  to  be  exercised  for  their  benefit 
aiMl  wflfafe ;  the  people  are  the  legitimate  source 
of  all  power,  and  11  is  from  them  the  Cnustiiutioa 
is  derived ;  hut,  sir,  the  moment  the  Constitution 
is  formed,  and  the  Government  established,  the 
original  sovereign  power  of  the  people  is  parted 
with;  it  is  transferred  to  the  Gaveroment,  and 
all  interference  with  its  exercise  is  lost,  except 
through  the  mediam  of  elections.  Need  1  refer 
to  a  boHl  of  writers  on  civil  society  and  Govem- 
ment  for  all  thisi  The  result  is  inevitable,  that 
the  power  of  this  Goteromenl  over  the  objecls, 
anecifically  and  cxclasively  commilted  to  its  Ju- 
risdiction, is  full,  entire,  and  sovereign.  The 
principle  of  my  colleague  would  give  us  a  Gov- 
ernment of  men,  not  of  laws,  the  very  definition 
of  despotism.  This  view,  str,  repels  the  strict, 
the  narrow,  meagre  roles  of  interpretation  which 
have  been  applied  on  this  occasion.    Another 

EisiiioD  of  my  colleague  is  equally  unrounded, 
e  insists  that  the  Government  of  the  Union 
and  the  respective  States  have  a  mixed  or  com- 
bined jurisdiction  over  the  same  Bubject-matter; 
and  hence  a  new  restriction  in  created  on  the 
power  of  Congress  What,  sirl  is  the  power 
giren  to  Congress,  and  the  means  to  execute  it 
reserved  to  the  States? — for  such  is  the  applica-. 
tion  and  consequence  of  the  argument. 

The  very  face  of  this  proposition  involves  con- 
tradiction and  inconsistency ;  it  would  make 
the  Constitution  a  felo  de  te,  and  annihilate  the 
Oovernmenl.  We  are  carried  back  again  into 
E^ypt ;  to  the  old  doctrine  of  dependence  and  re- 
qnisfiion  of  the  Confederation  upon  the  Siaiei. 
Such,  sir,  is  the  extent,  auch  the  desperate  efforta 


of  argument  <o  cut  down  the  powers  of  ihit  Qot- 
ernment  and  prostrate  this  institution. 

I  cannot,  sir,  pass  over  another  argument 
against  the  billnitboDt  notice.  It  is  said  that 
the  banks  of  the  States  may  be  resorted  to  in  the 
administration  of  the  finances.  Here,  sir,  by  this 
argument,  the  whole  question  ofconsiitoiionaliiy 
is  given  up,  for  the  very  Qecei>sity  of  the  resort  to 
State  hanks  maintains  the  agency  of  a  bank  u 
'  itering  the  Government;  it 


Scylla  the  argv- 
menl  is  lost  in  Charybdis.  Thia  nece»ity  of 
bank  agency  ia  so  jodiapeniable  to  the  Goreta- 
menl,  that  eentlemen  look  with  fear  and  trem- 
bling upon  tlie  intermission  of  a  day  between  the 
expiralioD  of  the  charter  of  the  present  bank  and 
the  new  and  gladdening  reign  of  State  baa ka.  It 
has  been  staled  on  the  floor  of  the  House,  that 
arrangements  ate  already  making  with  Slate 
banks  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Ooveromenc 
Preparation*  are  in  Forwardness  for  celebratiog 
the  nuptials  of  these  State  damsela,  who,  with 
little  modesty,  attend  in  the  ante-chamber  eager 
lorusb  into  the  arms  ofPatronage  in  the  Treasury. 
Do  ye  not  discern  the  signs  ofihe  times  f  Are 
the  policy,  Ihe  co-operation,  and  active  move- 
ments of  the  State  banks  not  seen  ?  While  the 
United  Stales'  Bank  is  going  down,  do  yoa  not 
observe  the  wreckers  hovering  on  the  coasil 

But,  sir,  this  great  question  of  constitutionality 
does  not  depend  on  the  oecaaional  exisieace  or 
non-existence  of  banks  in  the  -States,  but  on  the- 
inlrinaie  power,  given  by  the  Constitution,  with- 
out regard  to  tbe  extrinsic,  contingent,  and  un- 
certain co-operaiion  of  State  Legislatures. 

What  the  future  policy  of  the  respective  States- 
would  be;  whether  State  banks  would  be  estab- 


be  foreseen  by  the  framers  of  tbe  Oonstiioiion. 
~     '         argument,  resting  on  such  contingeo- 


Tu  all  those  who  are  averse  to  a  multiplica- 
tion of  banks  and  hank  stock,  permit  me  to  o^ 
lerve  that  the  States  siaud  ready  to  fill  up,  by 
new  banks,  the  vacuum  or  space  left  on  tbe  expi- 
ration of  iKe  United  States^  Bank,  as  rapidly  ai 
ihe  motion  of  fluids  noder  the  principles  of  hy- 
draulics; nay,  sir,  some  have  already  anticipated 
the  event  by  a  litter  of  banks,  and  hence,  sir,  we 
have  witnessed  the  straggle  of  a  parent'*  affec- 
tion to  protect  the  oKpnng. 

It  only  remains,  sir,  for  me  to  call  the  atlentioa 
of  the  House  to  the  past. 

Ii  is  now  twenty  years  that  this  bank  baa  been 
in  operation,  in  constant  interconne  and  corres- 
pondence with  the  Government  under  all  the 
revolutions  of  parties;  during  which  period  ire 
have  tlie  concurring  testimony  of  all  the  States 
in  the  Union  in  support  of  its  legiiimaey,  dedtici- 
hie  from  their  acquiescence  and  satisfaction;  forp 
sir,  after  the  agitation  eicited  by  its  creation  had 
subsided,  1  have  not  been  able  to  find  anong  all 


IV  Google 


HISTORY  OF  CONOEESS. 


718 


Jahuht,  I8I1. 


Bank  of  the  United  Stalet. 


H.  or  H. 


ibeprojpeii  for  RmeDding  Ibe  CoutiniiioD,  that 
a  sinele  Slate  has  touchrd  the  power  Ibal  crra- 
t«d  ini*  biDk.  No,  sir,  this  TJper  in  our  bosoia 
jiotiKthe  impassioDPd  languaze  of  gemleoieQ 
ia  oppDiiiioD  to  the  bill)  hax  laia^arnilns;  harm- 
less, did  I  sa;  ?  like  a  good  gejijua  it  bat  admin- 
isiered  to  our  wants  and  piomoied  oar  welfare. 

Can  the  candid  mind  fMist  the  conclusion,  that 
the  people  are  with  ihe  bankl  Shall  t  remind 
joa,  sir.  that  ibis  institation  received  its  exm- 
eoee  from  (he  hands  of  the  greatest  and  best  of 
meD,  and  nitder  the  Presidency  aod  with  the  eo- 
lire  approbation  c^  WashiD|;ton;  (faat  (heCon- 
slilulional  question  was  decided  at  a  period  aus- 
picioQS  to  lair  inquiry;  at  a  period  when  paitjr 
spirit  was  much  lesi  Tirulent  and  destructive; 
that  some  of  the  most  dis(iD|[uiRhed  supporters  of 
the  present  AdministratioD  concurred  in  iises- 
tablishtnentl  Shall  this  queatioa  nf  oonatitu- 
lionajity  never  be  nl  rest  7 

Mr.  JoBitflOM. — Mr.  Speaker:  I  had  determin- 
ed until  yesterday  to  be  silent  on  this  occtsioo, 
and  I  extremely  regret  the  aecesaily  which  has 
compelled  me  trespass  upon  (he  exhaosted  pa- 
tience uf  the  Houiie  upon  an  almost  exhausted 
subject.  I  am  opposed  tu  the  renewal  of  the  bank 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  from 
the  strongest  sense  of  durv  whieh  can  be  felt  by 
the  Representative  of  a  free  people — I  believe.il 
palpabl}'  unconstiiational  to  renew  ihs  chailer, 
ana,  if  it  were  Conslitutionat,  it  is  inexpedient, 
kod  improper. 


]  should  understand  tbe  r 


-for  ■ 


have  been  advauced 


vpon  premises  which  do  not  exist,  aod  remarks 
predicated  upon  b  esse  which  is  nat  embraced  by 
the  bill.  Tnis  makes  it  my  duty  to  call  the  at- 
teoiion  to  the  real  question,  that  we  may  not 
dwell  longer  upon  supposed  cases.  This  is  not  a 
straggle  on  our  psrt  to  repeal  any  act  of  corpora- 
tioD,  or  to  deprive  any  eitixen  of  any  vested  nghts 
claimed  either  by  nature  or  by  anv  poliiieat  act; 
but  an  exertion  in  firor  of  equal  laws  and  equal 
justice  to  all  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
to  prevent  mo uopo lies  from  being  given  to  a  mo- 
ntyed  arisioerscy,  unknowo  to  the  Conilitnlioa 
and  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people,  and 
aubversive  of  the  State  sovereignties.  Twenty 
years  ago,  Congress  io  express  viotaiioa  of  the 
Consiiiuiion  ineorparated  a  bank,  called  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States— to  continue  twenty  jeata. 
which  will  expire  ibe  third  of  March.    It  was 

S ranted  by  those  princtpaltv  who  have  assumed 
le  name  of  Federalists  and  who  edrocated  the 
incorporatioQ  of  the  bank  as  Constitutional,  tipon 
the  odious  doctrine  oMmplied  powers;  and  which 
was  opposed  by  those  who  have  since  supported 
the  character  of  Republicans.  This  very  measure 
was  the  first  that  laid  rbe  foundation  for  the  two 
great  political  parties  who  have  since  that  period 
agitated  and  divided  this  country.  The  charter 
granted  in  1791  will  expire  the  third  of  March, 
and  tbe  stockholders  and  those  under  their  indu- 
ence  have  petitioned  Congress  to  renew  the 
ebarter  fw  the  teimof  twenty  years  more.    Will 


encourage  this  moneyed  aristocracy  and  con- 
tinue this  privileged  order  in  the  btuom  of  oar 
country  twenty  years  longer?  They  have  had  tbe 
-exclusive  advantage  of  accumnUticg  wealtii  and 
noney  foe  twenty  years,  and  they  are  nfft  satis- 
fied. They  wish  a  renewal  of  the  charter  for 
twenty  yeaia  to  come.  Thus,  air,  the  present 
Congress  have  befoto  them  the  same  question 
wtiich  was  determined  in  J791.  viz :  to  incorpor- 
ate the  stockholden  of  the  United  States'  Bank 
twenty  yeanfromihe  third  of  next  March.  We- 
are  absolved  from  all  obligations  on  tfais.aubjecl 
but  those  of  duty  to  tbe  people ;  the  question 
■uads  on  iu  original  merits  and  demerits ;  for 
the  lapse  of  twenty  years  cannot  aanetify  a  hreaeb- 
io  the  Constiiuiiaa,  nor  the  acquiescence  of  the- 
people  make  that  expedient  and  proper,  which  i» 
hostile  to  liberty,  equality  and  justice.  Thua  ab- 
solved from  all  obligaiioos  to  promote  (his  insti- 
tution, from  such  considerations  as  have  been 
nrge^,  I  am  to  consult  the  good  of  the  people. 

First,  10  iacorporaie  the  stockholders  of  this 
bank,aad,iheietiy  continue  in  existence  a  money- 
ed aristocracy  and  a  privileged  order  of  men.  is  « 
violatiooof  the  Constltutioa  of  the  United  Slates; 
that  Coostiintion  of  union  which  binds  the  Stales 
together,  aod  which  we  are  individually  bound 
to  support  by  a  solemn  appeal  to  heaven. 

It  cannot  be  nnplea^ant  to  trnce  back  to  its 
souTca  the  anion  of  the  Stales.  It  brings  to  tha 
patriot's  mind  the  events  of  the  American  Revo- 
iuiioo.  It  was  in  this  glorious  Re  volt)  tion  that 
the  union  of  the  Slates  had  its  origin — at  a  time 
when  we  were  distracted  by  domestic  faction 
and  tbteaieoed  witb  a  foreign  Power,  when  Id 
fact  we  were  invaded  by  a  British  army,  and 
our  political  existence  was  threatened.  Thaa, 
while  Oeoerat  Washington  was  at  tbe  head  of 
our  forces  io  the  North,  the  sages  in  CoogrMi 
were  planning  articles  of  confederation  as  early 
as  Juire,  1776.  Before  the  Declaration  of  Inde> 
pendence  a  committee  composed  of  a  mctnbcc 
from  each  State  was  appointed  to  draw  up  arti- 
cles of  confederation  by  which  the  States  should 
be  bound  to  each  other. 

These  Articles  of  Confedcratibs  were  finally 
adopted  by  all  the  States  in  1781.  Unlil  which 
time  Congress  was  the  Type  of  Union,  aad  the 
rallying  point  for  the  States^  So  great  was  tha 
inSuenee  of  these  men  who  conducted  us  safa 
through  the  Revolution.  This  summary  will  give 
us  tbe  objects  of  the  union  of  the  Stales.  It 
was  not  fur  the  purpose  of  interfering  with  State 
rights — for  the  purpose  of  regulating  the  laws  of 
credence,  and  the  laws  of  descents,  of  creating 
county  couit-houses  and  jails,  opening  State  and 
county  roads;  this  would  have  Deen  impossible; 
it  would  have  been  an  Bssumption  of  power  de- 
structive to  every  principle  ol  iudepeodence.  It 
was,  on  the  other  hand,  for  the  great  and  mighty 
objects  of  common  security  from  fureign  enemiea 
end  domestic  tr-easoo  and  insurrection  that  the 
Union  wns  formed.  The  objects  uf  the  Union  are 
confined  lothosegreat  matters  of  Ihe  Oonfederacf 
which  could  not  be  effected  by  a  single  State.  We 
should,  therefore,  confine  ourselves  to  those  ob- 
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JMtBof  ibeCoDr«ileHef,lhal  we  may  not  weaken 
the  bondtof  ibe  Union  b^m  usurpaiioo  of  power 
not  given  to  ui  by  tbe  CoDfedernlion— ■  union 
Mcred  in  iu  origin,  cemeeted  b;  Uie  luffeiingi 
«f  lb«  Siaies,  sireDflheaed  hj  babit  and  affec- 
tion, and  iBcred  in  its  objecii  of  common  security 
wainal  eilernal  danger  and  inteitial  coromotion. 
TbeAniclesorCoDfederatioB  beine  the  first  writ- 
tea  bond  of  union,  let  us  ezaaiine  toe  lyslem  ksd 
point  out  its  defects,  ibat  we  may  more  easily  we 
wby  tbe  Atiiclea  of  Confederation  were  ab«ii  don  rd 
fot  the  present  Federal  Constitution.  The  Arlt- 
-clesofConrcdcralton  gave  to  the  old  Congress  ibe 
powers  eounifraied  in  tbe  present  Cons  til  mi  mi. 
The  objects  of  boib  insiruraenti  were  the  same, 
the  powers  principally  the  same,  but  iliffennt  in 
<be  execution  of  those  powers.  Tbe  powers  of 
confederation  were  Fedpral  in  exieni,  and  Fed- 
eral in  their  operation.  The  resolves  of  Congress 
tbarefore.underibeAniclesof  Confederation,  bad 
no  other  force  than  reeotnraendaiionsio  the  differ- 
cDi  Slates.  If  luen  were  wanting,  the  States 
were  required  to  furnish  their  quotas.  If  Con- 
gress wanted  money  for  the  great  objects  of  union 
Ibey  could  lay  and  cutleei  oo  tax;  they  could 
only  recommend  ihe'  Slates  severally  to  furnish 
the  requisition.  But  Coogiesa  had  no  power  to 
force  the  Slates  to  a  compliance.  And  the  States 
could,  as  many  of  ihein  did,  refuse  lo  furnish  the 
requisition  of  men  and  money  detQtnded  by  Con- 

frcM.  Tbtis  the  powers  of  the  United  Stales  were 
ederal  in  extent  and  Federal  in  their  o^teraiion. 
The  old  CoAgress  bad  no  Judiciary — beciuw  that 
would  bare  t>eCD  unnecessary,  aa  their  resolTei 
could  not  be  enforced  upon  the  Blales  in  Ihair 
■oveieign  capicily,  or  upon  the  pioperly  or  per- 
■onsof  indiTiduaU.  la  this  stnte  of  thin^  wuen 
commerce  languished,  when  under  British  iaflu- 
eoce  we  were  engaged, ia  a  bloody  Indian  war; 
and  our  poitH  and  frontiers  in  Briri$b  possrskion, 
and  the  Slates  refusing  to  furnish  men  and  money 
and  comply  in  all  things  with  ihe  resolves  of  Con- 

.'gtess,  although  under  Constitutional  obligation 
to  do  so ;  it  was  agreed  by  all  that  (he  Articles  of 
Confederation  wanted  revision  and  araeodmcnt; 
the  Stales  sent  their  deputies  fur  the  purpose  of 
forming  a  more  perfect  instrum^ut  of  union  be- 
tween the  Stales.  This  was  agreat  and  a  delicate 
(rust. 

Thus  the  present  Coiuiiiulion  originated  from 
the. defects  of  the  Confederation — embracing  tbe 
samegreatobjecu  of  common  security  ;  and  the 
powers  of  both  instruments  are  limited  and  Fed- 
eral. In  fact  they  are  boib  a  grant  of  specified 
powers,  and  powers  not  granted  to  Congress  are 
teserved  to  the  Slates  or  to  the  people.  W'e  dis- 
cover the  same  objects  and  powers  in  tbe  two 
inslrumenia  or  uoipn;  differing  in  ibeir  opera-, 
tion  upon  the  States  and  the  people.  Congress 
has  the  power  lo  lay  and  collect  taxes,  and  to 

.  operate  upon  the  person  and  property  of  every 
individual  in  the  UDi;ed  States  and  with  that 
view  Federal,  Judicial,  and  Executive  branches 
Were  established  by  tbe  present  Cunslitullon,  to 
enrry  tbe  laws  into  effect,  and  to  appoint  officers 
to  collect  tbe  revenue.    Uongiess  has  a  ligbi  to 


raise  an  army  from  tbe  body  of  (be  people,  and 
to  force  a  draught  if  necessary.  Whereas  ibe  old 
Congress,  uoder  the  Con  federal  ion,  bad  the  54ae 
right  to  require  men  and  m«ney  for  theobjects  of 
the  coofedtracy  ;  hut  these  requisitioaK  operated 
only  as  recommendation*  (o  tbe  States.  From 
this  statement  we  plainly  discover  the  treat  and 
only  radical  difference  between  the  ConledentioD 
and  the  present  Coilsliiution,  The  powers  aow 
exercised  by  Congress  can  be  enforced  upon  the 
persons  and  property  of  the  people.  This  opera- 
tion,and  carrying  into  effect  the  poweis  of  Con- 
gress, is  the  national  and  consolidatiiig  principle 
of  the  Constitution. 

Although  experience  had  prexen  tbe  want  of 
power  in  Congress  to  carry  into  effect  the  legiti- 
mate objects  oir  the  Confederation,  this  national 
or  cDQsolidatiDg  priociple  in  tbe  Federal  Consti- 
tution W4S  asubject  of  alarm  and  solicitude  to  the 
friends  of  liberty.  This. principle  was  the  fniit- 
(u[  source  of  the  most  obstinate  nod  rational  ob- 
jection* to  tbe  adoption  of  tbe  Federal  Constitu- 
tion; nod  it  was  with  vMt  difficulty  that  tbe 
States  adopted  it.  In  fact  it  was  adopted  under 
a  conviction  aad  promise  that  amendments  woald 
be  made,  which  would  leave  oothing^o  doubt  or 
implication — and  important  amendments  were 
iografieid  accordingly  into  the  Constitution,  all 
tending  tp  demonstrate  that  we  were  to  atsome 
no  power  by  implication,  hut  confine  ourselves 
lo  the  letter  of  tbe  Constitution. 

To  prove  that  the  Constitution  sbould  be  tbos 
construed,  I  need  only  advert  to  the  eigbth  seeiion 
of  the  first  article,  >□  which  the  powers  granted 
to  Congress  ate*pec'Gcallyeaumerated,to  lay  and 
collect  taxes,  to  borrow  money,  to  r^ulate  com- 
merce, to  estf  blish  a  uniform  rule  of  nainraltza- 
lion,  to  coin  money,  to  constitute  eourta  of  jus- 
tice ;  declare  war,  raise  armies,  to  call  forth  ihe 
militia,  Ac.  And  (o  the  tenth  section  of  the 
same  article,  where  certain  powers  are  prohil>- 
ited  to  the  Slates,  which  had  been  invviously 
vested  in  the  Congress  of  tbe  United  Stare*,  viz; 
no  State  shall  enter  into  any  treaty,  aUiance  or 
con  federation,  not  grant  letters  of  marque  aad 
reprisal,  coin  money, emit  billsof  credit,  or  grant 
any  title  of  bobiiity,  nor  lay  imposts  or  duties  on 
imports  or  exports,  or  lay  duties  on  toDoage,  keep 
troop*  or  shi|»of  war  intimeofpetce,  or  engage 
in  war  unless  actually  invaded,  or  in  such  danger 
as  will  not  admit  of  delay,  &c.— and  the  ninth 
amendraent  in  these  words;  "  The  enumeraiioa 
in  the  Constitution  of  certain  rights,  shall  not  be 
construed  to  jleny  or  disparage  others  retained 
by  the  people ;"  which  ameodment  referred  to  the 
probibiiions  to  be  found  in  the  ninth  sectioD  of 
tbe  first  article,  and  others  of  the  saaie  kind,  viz: 
"  The  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  be  su^pend- 
'  eduolesa  when,  in  cases  of  rebellion  or  iovaHioo, 
'  the  public  safety  may  require  it.  No  bill  of 
'  attainder  or  ex, jKOt  facto  law  to  be  passed.  No 
'  tax  or  duty  shall  be  laid  on  articles  exported 
'  from  any  State.  No  money  shall  be  drawn 
from  ibepublic  Treasury  except  in  eaaes  of  ap- 
propriation ^  law.    No  title  of  nobility  shall 


he  granted," 


«  especially  the  tenth 
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ABeadmBBt,  viz :  "  The  powen  not  ^legcied  lo 
'  the  United  Stales  by  the  CoDsIttuiioD,  Dor  pro- 
'  hibtled  bf  it  to  iJte  Slates,  are  lestrved  to  the 
'  States,  respectively,  or  to  the  people." 

The  parts  of  theCoDttilulion  recited. proTe. the 
position  iakeD,lbHi  the  Constituiioo  is  a  grant  of 
(pecified  pomrs ;  that  we  can  exercise  qo  power 
HOC  expreuly  delegated  lO'  us  by  this  iLsirameal ; 
thai  our  orbit  is  cireatnscrt(>ed  by  tbe  grants  of 
the  Constituiioo,  and  we  should  b»careliil  not  to 
usurp  authority  not  given  to  us.  Tbe  exercise  ol' 
aiHhorityBOidtlegaied,  but  reserved  loibe Stales 
or  to  the  people,  ia  ibe  very  esseoce  of  consolida- 
tion, which,  if  eaforced  by  the  United  States, 
would  lead  to  inonarehy  or  a  despotism.  If  not 
enforced,  it  would  convulse  the  whole  nation, 
and  we  should  see  the  people  quitting  their  daily 
avocations;  the  rarmerbis  plough  ;  ibe  mechnnie 
bis  shop,  10  remonstrate  against  a  iyraonicaiexer' 
cise  of  power.  This  we  have  seen  on  former  oc- 
casions, not  less  memortble  iban  ibia,  arising 
from  tbeaaraedoctiiDeof  itnplicstion,aBd  arising 
fioiD  tbe  acts  of  the  very  siine  set  of  men. 

The  harniony  of  the  States  should  not  be  dis- 
turbed. It  should  not  be  agitated  by  the  breath 
of  discontent.  lu  value  is  more  precious  than 
gold  or  silver.  The  tpirit  of  union  should  be 
cherishedby  OS  all  in  words  and  inactions.  Noth- 
ing will  produce  mora  happy  efiecl*  than  keep- 
tog  in  the  path  of  our  rigiuTuI  powers;  other- 
wiae  you  generate  the  laost  angry  paMioos  of  U)e 
people  ;  you  start  op  the  most  nSsJignsni  invec- 
tives— order  will  be  disturbed  and  traoqulllity 
will  be  interrupted.  To  produce  these  unfortu- 
naie  eSdcts,  nothing  can  cvalribuie  more  iham  to 
disregatd  the  enumerated  powers  in  the  Consti- 
tuiloD,  and  exercise  tyrannical  powers  by  impli- 
cation or  under  iMiie  general  phrases,  sucb  as  the 
"  general  welfare ;"  expresiioos  whicb'coatain  no 
grant  of  power,  butlimpted  and  explained  by  enu- 
merated authorities;  by  which  conslrnciion  ib^ 
power  of  Congress  would  be  arbitruyand  un- 
limited, as  Congress  would  take  upon  themselves 
to  judge  what  menvures  would  piomiKe  this  gen- 
eral welfare.  I  wiill  on  this  oecisioa  to  do  jus- 
tice to  tbe  people  of  Kentucky,  by  asserting  their 
inviolable  attachtneni  to  the  Unfon,  more  espe- 
cially since  in  this  House  lis  sacredoess  has  been 
profaned  in  m  maDoer  not  to  be  forgotieu.   Jf  the 

Cple  of  (he  West  and  beyond  the  raouniaios 
«  any  political  idol,  it  is  the  union  of  the  States. 
As  tbe  Bible  and  New  Testament  are  dear  to 
every  Christian  and  true  believer,  as  the  bisis  of 
his  bappines*  here  and  the  foundation  of  his  fu- 
ture bopea,  so  the  Union  of  the  Stales  in  a  po- 
litical point  of  view  is  consideted  hy  tbe  people 
as  iheiurest  pledge  for  the  blessing  of  liberty  and 
the  security  we  enjoy,  and  the  ark  of  our  future 
hopesand  safety.  Their  union  is  never  profaned 
by  conversations  or  specnUiions  about  disunion. 
You  never  hear  dtsniiian  mentioned  in  private 
circles,  much  less  in  public  bodies.  A  professor 
of  religbn  todeay  the  existence  of  an  over-ruling 
Providence,  would  not  be  more  dii^raced  in  the 
estimation  of  the  real  Christian,  than  a  iiatesmnn 
WonU  b«  disgraced,  polilioaily,  bf  even  doubting 


the  advantages  of  Ibe  Knton  of  the  States.    Tbe 
word  disuojon,  at  applied  lo  the  Slates,  would 
produce  a  hrBTl-rendiDg  panj^  in  the  bosom  of' a   ' 
Western  patriot,  and  I  hope  it  would  througboni 
the  seventeen  United  States  and  their  Ii 


larehical  tendency.  They  know 
the  United  States  have  been  governed  alternately 
bv  the  two  great  polilfcsl  parties  in  this  country. 
They  have  a  regard  for  and  a  confidence  in  the 
Republican  party — this  regard  is  not  confined  to 
the  Western  States,  but  extended  to  every  part  of 
the  United  States.  They  believe  that  (rath  and 
equal  justice  will  prevail,  where  the  opporiunity 
is  equal,  and  where  the  people  do  exercise  the 
power  of  GDvereig-niT.  The  people  represeot,and 
in  fact,  the  whole  or  tbe  States  have  confidence 
in  every  pnrt  of  the  United  States.  As  a  people 
they  chemb  end  harbor  no  jnlooiy  about  targe 
and  small  SlBtes,'orcommercm1  tnonopolies,  disc. 
Nor  are  they  tbuif  attached  to  the  Union  from  sel- 
fish and  interested  motives — no,  sir,  their  aitaeb- 
meni  to  ihc  Union  arises  from  a  noble  and  gene- 
rous afiection,  a  magnaBimoos  and  disinterested 
display  of  patriotism, and  love  of  independenee. 
We  have  given  inaoy  proofs  of  this.  At  a  lime 
when  this  people  were  agitated  and  alarmed  at 
the  prospeel  of  having  some  of  tBeirmost  essen- 
tial riffbts  tntetrupieo,  and  when  they  declared 
their  determination  In  snpport  those  rights,  the 
gold  and  silver  of  Spain,  in  the  hands  of  Spanish 
emisssries,  conld  not  alienate   the     "    "'"       ' 


tSeci  upon  the  minds  of  this  virtuous  and  happy 


which  arises  from  a  knowledge  that  I  represemt 
in  part  such  a  people,  whose  affeetione  cannot  be 
estranged  from  ine  great  American  family  by 
prtHoises  of  future  greatness,  the  hopes  of  golden 
Mrveets,  or  the  expectation*  of  governing  pro- 
vinoes  with  the  silver  mines  of  Mexico.  With 
these  sentiBients,  I  am  now  to  examine  for  <he 
particular  parts  of  the  Oonslilnlion  and  tbe  argu- 
ments which  have  been  advanced  lo  justify  iMs 
measure.     It  is  not  cnolended  by  any  that  the 

tower  of  iiicorporation  is  an  express  power  given 
y  ttaeCousliiotion  to  tbe  Congress  of  the  United 
Slates  beyond  this  ten  miles,  over  which  Congress 
has  eiclnsive  legislation.  If  then  this  power  is 
not  expresdy  g'*ci>i '  might  here  stop  and  deoy 
the  righi  to  exercise  it.  So  far  from  finding  an^ 
express  elcuse  in  the  Constitution  giving  this 
power,  the  word  oorporation  or  bank  cannot  be 
lonnd  in  any  partof  this  instrument  of  our  Union. 
We  have  seen  the  exercise  of  great  abilities, 
and  we  have  been  enceriained  with  great  researoh 
by  those  who  ad  vocate  the  renewal  of  this  charter. 
3ni  unforitmately  these  gentlemen  ciunol  agree 
amoog  themselves.  Is  this  net  the  strongeit 
proof  that  the  power  to  incorporate  this  bank  is 
not  given  by  tha  Constitutiou,  and  does  it  not 
demoDstiate  the  danger  of  constructive  powers? 
One  has  coplended  that  this  power  was  locltnicd 
in  iome  of  the Bpecified  powers}  anoiber  haaaoB- 
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landed  ibit  ibii  powei  it  ^rea  by  implication ; 
■nd«  third  cMiiends,  thit  it  i*  id  inKtrumenlal 
power  given  to  carry  some  •peciBed  power  into 
operaiion.  Tbia  ia  not  ill;  ihB  adToi^tM  can- 
not isree  opon  the  specified  power  in  the  Coa- 
ftitutioD  out  of  which  tilts  power  or  meani  nriaes. 
One  ha*  eootended  that  the  power  to  lay  and  col- 
lect lax»  givea  thJi  power  ai 


.  it  has  been  coikiended  that  thti  National 
Decenary  and  proper  as  a  meaos  to  lay  and  col- 
lect taxes,  duiies,  &e.  To  sirengrthen  ibis  eoo- 
•UQciioD,  that  part  of  the  8ih  BeetioD  of  the  first 
micle,  whicb  aays,  that  "ConereBs  shall  have 
'  power  to  make  all  laws  which  shall  be  neceaskry 
'  and  proper  for  carryinK  ioto  execution  the  fote- 
'  ^inK  powets."  dtc,  has  betn  reaarted  to ;  an- 
other has  taid  tbat  tbia  {nstrnmental  power  growa 
ODt  of  the  espreta  power  to  borrow  moDcy — aod 
ft  third  that  this  power  waa  incident  to  ibe  power 
to  regulate  sommerce,  and  in  fact  these  three 
great  objects  ate  embraced  by  the  preamble  of 
Ibe  bill  which  passed  in  ITSlj  which  incorporated 
this  moneyed  ariatocraey  and  erected  this  prifil- 
eged  order  of  men.  With  respect  to  thedeclafatioa 

'  ID  the  Constitution,  thai  Congress  may  make  all 
laws  neocBsary  and  proper  to  carry  the  express 
powers  into  enect,  I  ahould  atate  that  the  framers 
of  the  Coastitution  intended  by  this  declaration 
to  preTent  the  doctrioe  oi-  tmplicattoo,  and  to 
IcKTe  Dothing  todonbL  It  was  ialrodueed  through 
abuadani  caution  afaiost  the  strides  of  asurpa- 
tjon,  and  it  should  be  the  last  claaae  to  whiefa  he 
•bould  adTcrt,  upon  which  to  build  the  doctrine 
of  unlimited  meaoa  to  carry  the  express  powfrs 
of  the  CoDstitutioD  into  effect.  If  our  means  are 
BDlimiled,  our  powers  need  not  be  defined,  be- 
cause one  as  rnuoh  as  the  other  is  a  dcstruclioa 
oF  our  freedom  aod  indepeodonce.  1  afaail  cob- 
tend  that  the  means  by  whiob  we  are  Jo  carry 
into  effect  Hoy  express  authority  should  be  adapted 
lo  the  end  in  viewj  thai  it  should  not  eml^ce 

'  other  objects  not  contemplate)]  b^  the  Constitu- 

'  tion,  although  it  maybe  made  inatrumentat  in 
carrying  into  efTeci  a  apeciSed  authority.  Under 
thia  cloak  we  might  coaceal  our  usurpation  of 
power. 

I  will  aek  if  this  National  Bank  it  necetsary 
and  proper  as  a  meaoa  to  carry  into  effect  the 
power  to  lay  and  collect  laxea,  duties  od  imports, 
d^.,  to  borrow  money,  or  to  regulate  comtnerse  f 
If  necessary  aod  proper,  ia  this  bank  con&oed  to 

,  any  one  of  these  objects  exclusisely,  or  to  all  eol- 
leetisely,  or  ^oes  it  embrace  a  vast  rariety  of 
other  objeois,  which  are  the  primary  ones,  in  fact, 
-of  this  instiiuiiOD,  and  aaly  embracing  these  pow- 
ers in  the  CoDstiiutton  incidentally,  and  as  sec- 
ondary considerations?  .Sir,  it  will  he  diffioult 
to  ooovince  the  people  that  it  ia  necessary,  in  the 
language  oi  the  Consiitution.  to  create  a  moneyed 
aristocracy,  and  a  privileged  order  of  men, extend- 
ing its  branches,  lis  inflaeoce,  aod  its  strength, 
into  the  interior  of  every  Stale,  to  collect  taxes, 
to  borrow  money,  or  to  regulate  commercft.  The 
primary  object  of  thia  meorporaiion  was,  to  pro- 
mote osnrpatioD  of  power,  to  snppori  the  danger' 


ohject  of  carrying  into  effect  any  express 
auihoriiy  in  the  CoBsiituiioa.  Thus,  it  is  evi- 
dent that  this  moneyed  aristocracy,  embracing 
Euch  a  Tnet  Tariety  of  objects  no  ways  connected 
with  the  execuiion  of  any  specific  ^raot  of  power, 
departs  from  the  letter  aod  meaning  of  thai  part 
of  the  Coneltiulion  Which  gives  the  power  lo 
carry  into  effect  the  specified  powers  of  the  Cpn- 
aiitution.  Bat  now,  let  us  inquire  what  is  the 
etsary  means  to  lav  and  collect  taxes.  If  a 
k  was  not  intended,  I  will  take  duties  upoa 
imports,  as  in  that  way,  we  collect  our  reveone. 
First,  a  law  must  pass  designating  the  articles 
npon  which  a  doiy  shall  be  laid,  the  amonni  of 
that  duly,  and  the  ipaoaer  in  which  it  shall  be 
paid,  eilher  upon  the  delivery  of  Ibe  goods,  or 
upon  a  credit,  by  giving" bond  with  security  ;  and 
last,  to  appoint  collectors  of  the  revenae,  and 
other  officen,  to  collect  and  receive  this  rev- 
enue for  the  United  Stales,  wiifa  autboriiy  to 
briog  suit  upon  failure  of  payment.  This  is  a 
necessary  exercise  of  the  power  to  lay  and  col- 
lect tsKes,  £c.  And  where  ia  the  statesman  who 
has  deoied  the  power  as  uneonstiiutlonal  1  Here 
these  means  are  confined  to  the  object  in  view, 
the  colleclioo  of  ihe'revenUe;  and  eertainly,  the 
United  States  bave  power  snSereot  for  all  the 
objects  of  the  coofiederacy,  as  in  the  exercise  of 
all  the  specific  grants  of  authority,  Coagress  may 
operate  upon  the  persons  and  properly  of  the  ind^ 
vtdoals  of  the  States  to  eafocce  that  authority. 

It  ia  no  argument  with  me  that  we  are  in  pros- 
perity and  health, and  auch  an  insittution  will  not 
be  dangerous.  No,  sir,  establish  a  precedent  in 
the  day  of  prosperity  and  it  will  come  npon  yon 
in  the  hour  of  advessiiy.  This  same  doctrioe  of 
our  being  aoltmited  in  onr  means  of  carrying 
ioio  effect  the  grant  of  powers  in  (he  Consiiiu- 
tion  has  already  endangered  the  liberty  of  this 
nation.  If  the  doctrine  contended  for  on  ibis  oc- 
casion be  correct,  and  carried  intofull  force,  Con- 


longer  restrain  us,  and  the  independence  of  the 
naiioa  would  depend  upon  the  caprice  of  Con- 
gress. OurConsiiiuiionwould  be  like  the  boasted 
Conslitniton  of  Englishmen.  And  what  is  that 
Consiitotion  1  Sit,  it  is  not  lettered  or  defined 
like  ours.  It  may  be  changed  by  Parliameoi  as 
the  Crown  party  or  the  people  ahall  prevail.  1st. 
The  great  charter  of  liberty  obtained  from  King 
John,  violently,  and  in  duress,  declaring  what 
should  be  considered  the  fundamental  taws  of 
England;  Sd.  A  statute  in  eonGrmtiion  of  the 
great  charter,  making  provisions  to  read  the  $Bms 
to  the  people  in  their  churches  and  public  places, 
semi-aonnkll^  ;  3.  A  number  of  siainies  called 
the  conforming  statutes,  from  the  reign  of  Ed- 
ward f.  to  that  of  Henry  IV. ;  4th.  The  Fetiiion 
of  Bighta  a  declaration  by  Parliament  of  the 
liberties  of  Englishmen,  extorted  from  Cbsries  1, 
before  the  ruptote  with  hi*' Parliament j  5ib. 
The  Habeas  Corpus  act  in  the  reign  of  Charles 
II. ;  6tti.  Th«  Bill  of  RiglitB,  and  Declaration  of 
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ibe  Lords  sod  Commoni  of  Eagiaotl  ia'  1668i 
7ib.  The  Act  of  Seulemcfit  at  the  con>meac«- 
menl  of  (he-  eiEhleenlh  century,  eudeavoring  to 
lecure  the  English  subject  in  his  persooal  liberty, 
secarity,  and  proaperits^.  These,  and  the  like 
Parliamentary  declaisiioD*  aod  slarulory  pro- 
vbioDs,  constitute  the  CoDstitulion  of  Esglaiid, 
which  the  same  Parliament  bas  a  right  to  alter 
or  abolish.  I  never  wiab  lo  see  Congreu  in- 
vested with  a  power  to  change  the  CoDitituiion, 
sanciioned  hy  the  people  in  their  highest  sot- 
eteign  capacity.  The  Conatiiuiion  has  rested 
us  with  power  enoagh,  aud  if  we  want  more, 
amend  the  Conscitation  ia  a  ConstitutioQal  way, 
and  not  cyranaically  exercise  power  ncTer  dele- 
gated to  ibis  body.  The  ground  oo  wbicb  we 
stand  is  delicate,  and  the  duty  we  owe  the  people 
should  teacb  us  caation,  more  especially  when 
we  see  men  in  power  loo  apt  to  grasp  at  mote, 
and  exercise  it  oppressirelr.  We  should  never 
forget  that  alt  power  flows  from  Ihe. people;  ihey 
are  sovereign — I  hope  ihey  will  ever  remain  sov- 
ereign ia  this  country.  Our  safety  is  with  them. 
They  are  unambitious,  ihey  are  vinuous,  and 
have  DO  temptation  to  overluiD  those  liberties 
wbicb  they  Ibemselvei  enjoy.  But  this  measure 
is  a  violation  of  the  Conatiiuiion  ia  another  re-' 
•peci,  by  iuterfering  with  State  rights,  Thiscor- 
poraiioa  can  send  a  branch  baok  to  any  part  of 
the  United  States  without  consulting  the  States 
or  the  citizens  of  the  States.  Suppose,  sir,  they 
should  send  one  of  these  branches  to  Frankfort, 
Kentucky,  with  a  great  capital,  and  under  the 
■auction  of  the  General  Goveromenl,  would  it 
not  lexsen  the  profits  arising  to  the  State,  and  to 
the  people  of  tbe  State  from  tha  Stale  bank  of 
Kentucky,  as  catablished  hy  the  laws  of  that 
State?  I  presume  it  would.  It  would  contract 
very  much  tbe  circulation  of  the  State  baak  notes, 
and  would,  in  many  other  respecu,  come  in  col- 
lision with  Stale  rights.  Every  Biate  has  a  right 
to  regulate  its  own  moneyed  concerns,  to  incor- 
porate banks,  or  not,  as  interest  or  inclioaiion 
may  dictate.  But  in  the  zeal  of  some  gentlemen 
to  continue  ibis  moneyed  aiistocracy  in  tbe  Uni- 
ted States  for  twenty  years  to  come,  they  have 
denied  tbe  right  of  the  Stales  to  incorporate 
banks,  and  that  Congress  alone  has  the  power. 
This  doctrine  is  new  to  me.  When  Mr.  Midi- 
dOK,  and  oihar  patriotic  statesmen,  denounced 
this  measure  as  unconsiiiutional,  in  1791,  it  was 
not  contended  tbat  tbe  States  had  no  right.  It 
was  admitled  by  the  lovers  of  implication  thai 
there  was  a  concurrent  right.  Tbus  we  behold 
the  progress  of  opinion  to  support  a  favorite 
measure. 

If  this  bill  paRses,  and  tbe  Stales  baveaorigbi 
to  incorporate  banks,  I  suppose  (be  Stale  banks 
thtoDghoui  tbe  United  States  muni  be  put  down, 
or  burned  up,  to  give  way  lo  this  great  engine  ol 
foreign  ioflutnce.  "The  States  shall  not  emit 
bills  of  credit."  This  is  the  prohibitiou  relied 
on  to  take  the  right  of  incorporation  from  the 
States.  Bills  of  credit  is  anoiber  phrase  for 
paper  money.  The  Scales  shall  not  issue  paper 
money  and  make  it  a  legal  tender.    Tbe  men  of 


the  Revolution  knew  this.  Tfre  great  calimUy 
which  individuals  suffered  hy  the  paper  money 
demonsiraied  tbe  necessity.  But  do  man  is 
obliged  to  take  (he  bank  notes  of  a  State  iMitk 
for-ine  payment  of  a  debt,  or  in  common  tranMO- 
lions.  It  is  at  his  option,  and  the  moment  yoa 
get  a  bank  note,  you  may  present  it  lo  the  hank 
and  demand  your  money.  Not  so  with  bills  of 
credit,  or  paper  money,  issued  and  made  such  by 
(be  State.  It  would  be  extremely  difficult]  I  pr«- 
sume,  for  any  eeoileman  to  coavincc  the  Stataa 
by  argument  tnal  tjiey  had  no  right  to  iucorpo- 
banks,  and  it  would  be  equally  difficult  to 
'  tbe  Stales  to  deslioy  their  local  banks  far 
the  United  Stales'  Bank,  owned  principally  by 
foreigners.  Not  only  the  bank  in  its  moneyed 
operaiioDB  would  interfere  wiih  Slate  rigbi8,.but 
the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  bank,  as  hereto- 
fore eatablished  by  Congress,  have  interfered  with 
tbe  laws  of  tbe  several  Slates  in  their  municipal 
regulaiions,  as  to  iba  tenure  of  prop«rty  and  ih« 
liability  of  the  corporation  to  pay  their  debts, 
Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  said  as  much  ai  I  conceiva 
my  duty  upon  the  unconstitutionality  of  .the 
hank  charter.    I  am  to  aik  your  indulgence  while 


Srous  tendency  to  ibe  freedom  o 
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Ithwil'ui 
all  times  have  its  influcoee,  and  may  attach  ta 
in  iiuportance  beyond  his  merits.  But 
this  uifluence  ia  not  fo  dangeroua  as  to  ioduoe 
government  to  ioterpow  and  limit  the  honest 
.  ccumula(ion  of  property  by  any  citizen.  And 
though  this  wealth  may  have  its  influence,  it 
is  always  limited.  It  may  frequently  be  in  (be 
hands  of  a  benevolent  man,  and  if  noi  of  tbia 
Ibis  vani  wealth  seldom  survives  th« 
death  of  the  individual  proprietor.  It  ia  either 
ffaiions,  or  squandered 
by  hii  heir.  But  not  so  with  a  body  corporate, 
extended  throughout  this  vast  empire,  potsissed  of 
a  capital  of  (en  millions  of  dollars,  ana  extending 
tbeii  credit  and  aceommodaiions  to  double  that 
sum,  Dotwitbstanding  their  limit  to  ten  millions. 
It  is  staled  by  an  advocate  for  this  bank  (bat  the 
stockholders  commenced  their  discounts  widk 
about  $625,000,  and  that  upon  this  sum  they  di*- 
counted  to  the  amount  of  {6,000,000  tbe  first  tea 
months  after  it  went  into  operation.  To  divide 
this  lea  millions  or  twenty  millions  of  capital  in 
local  or  Slate  banks,  no  serioDs  danger  eould  be 
apprehended,  because  (be  stockholders  of  one  ia- 
Btitution  would  be  strangers  to  all  tbe  other  stock' 
holders ;  so  of  ibe  directors  of  tbe  diSerent  local 
institutioiis,  and  consequently  there  could  beao 
combinaiion  between  ibe  diSerent  banks.  But  it 
is  otherwise, end  ihedanger  isimmineaiwhenyou 
by  act  of  (be  General  Guvernmenl  give  unity  of 
action,  unity  of  will,  and  unity  of  sirengih  to  ■ 
moneyed  arislocracy,  vested  with  a  capital  of  tea 
millions  of  dollars,  with  power  to  increase  their 
accommodations  to  twenty  millions,  and  (o  seud 
(heir  branch  banks  imo  (be  bosom  of  every  State 
and  Territory.  This  is  not  all;  your  revenue 
bonds  to  the  amount  of  millions  are  depoMted 
with  this  bank  for  colleotion,  and  ibe  public 
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money  depouied  ia  this  tank  to  (he  ■dioddI  of 
miUionaror  Mfe-kcflping.  And  their  naiei  made 
iMyable  to  ibe  Uniled  Siate>  the  same  as  gold 
•nd  RiUer.  Sir,  is  there  do  dan^r  in  such  a 
moDtter,  fostered  br  tbe  Qeneral  QovernrneDt, 
'  ftnd  ptniesetn^  so  inany  adTintagvs 'by  the  laws 
of  CoDgresa?  Such  a  bank  in  iisbrginoingvaald 
cobGdc  i»  eitpfemeou  Id  the  means  of  parraeni, 
4mt  as  ibeir  credit  tocreties,  (hey  eagtigt  bpyODd 
their  means,  their  vaults  ara  empty,  and  the  ia- 
•lilution  l-elies  Dpon  its  ^reat  credit  and  exclusive 
prifileges.  Thus  the  «!iaracier  of  the  bank  is 
changed,  and  it  becomn  a  aysiem  of  speculatioD 
«Bd  a  politioal  eosine  to  detttoy  Tirtuous  iodi- 
Tiduals,  or  mould  the  OorerDment  to  it*  bo- 

I  hare  do  knowledge  mjaelf  aboni  the  political 
workings  of  this  Uaiied  Statea'  Bank.  But  if  I 
were  to  believe  the  declarationt  of  member)  on 
-  Ibis  floor.  Had  eomDlaJDis  from  every  ^art  of  this 
continent,  I  mDii  latok  that  this  institution  has 
not  been  silent  kni)  indifferent  speciatora  to  the 
reform  of  the  Admiaiairation  lo'RepublieaQ  prin- 
ciples— bnt  they  have  endeavored  to  support  that 
parly  who  gave  them  a  cbaiter.  I  do  nD(,  hotr- 
ever,  introduea  this  as  a  coaclnsive  argument 
against  this  bank.  No,  sir,  I  would  equatly  ob- 
ject to  it  In  the  bands  of  RepublicaDK.  It  woDid 
Milt  be  a  moneyed  ariiioeraey,  loo  vast  and  loo 
powerful  not  10  be  dangerous  to  the  freedotn  of 
the  United  Slates.  Bui,  wiihont  these  dec  I  ara* 
-tions  of  politieal  influence  exercised  by  the  stock- 
holders and  directors  of  Ihese  banks,  our  own  rea- 
•on  would  teach,  us  to  btlierealt  we  have  heard  of 
the  oppression  and  partialtiy  of  this  innk.  It  it 
composed  of  indivLdnals;  these  individuals  have 
their  passiona,  their  feeling,  iheir  prejudices,  their 
pailiaiitieiBndlheirpotiiics.andtbey  will  act  ac- 
GOrdiagly.  Betf-preservation  will  always  Induce 
ibsm  to  support  and  keep  in  power  tbe  pany  who 
will  be  most  friendly  to  moneyed  arisiocraciesand 
their  own  instituiioa.  The  infloenee  of  this  bank 
If  palpable  and  Botorions.  We  bnTe  tbe  evidence 
from  the  long  roll  of  peiitiobera  now  imploring 
Congress  to  renew  the  charter.  If  in  twenty 
years  this  bank  is  to  be  the  idol  of  some  and  the 
alarm  of  oihsrs — if  lbs  aolve ney  of  so  maay  in- 
dividuals depend  on  it— if  ruin  and  devastation 
wilt  in  the  event  of  its  dissolntion  spread  wide  in 
tbe  country — (ben,Bir,  it  will  only  require  twenty 
years  more  lo  make  it  stronger  ihan  iba  Oovern- 
taeat.  To  induce  na  to  rote  foribis  initttution, 
we  hare  been  persuaded,  flattered,  alarmed,  pe- 
titioned, and  threatened,  and  we  have  been  amused 
with  lbs  rise  and  history  of  the  banking  system. 
It  originated  in  Ilaly,  it  has  travelled  lb  rough 
Europe,  croued  the  British  channel  to  Qreai 
Britain,' and  lastly,  it  crossed  tbe  wide  Atlantic 
to  America.  And  moch  has  been  said  of  the 
atility  of  those  ioiiitutioos.  Without  dwelling 
upon  the  uiiliiy  of  banks  at  present,  I  coold  only 
admit  tbam  as  n  necessary  evil,  and  not  dangeroos, 
if  left  to  the  control  of  our  Stale  Oovernments. 
But  the  history  of  those  banks  which  have  been 
ADOIcd,  will  furnish  no  argument  in  favor  of  a 
National  Bank.    We  wish  no  political  engine  of 


a  moneyed  aristocracy.  We  wist)  to  teal  upon  ib 
virioe  and  will  of  the  people. 

It  has  twen  statrd  ttiac  Georgia  it  Repnblicaa, 
notwithsiandtnf  this  monstrous  machiDe  baa  e-z- 
tended  a  branch  bank  to  this  Siate^-and  ft  ia 
staled  that  Connecticut  is  Federal,  and  has  no 
branch  bank  of  (he  United  Stale*.  This  does 
not  prove  that  the  bank  is  not  a  dangerous  engine 
agafnsC  (he  liberties  of  the  people ;  bnt  it  provea 
that  the  peopl^ofOeorgia  withstood  Ibis  danger- 
ous infiuenee  and  deserve  more  credit.  It  is  a 
proof  of  the  virtue  of  (hat  people.  If  this  insti- 
luiion  is  so  neeeisary  and  ben^eial,  why  do  not 
the  Representatives  of  Georgia,  who  have  been 
blessed  wtih  this  intiiiiuiion,  come  forward  and 
advocate  a  renewal  of  the  charter?  But  yon  And 
the  respectable  members  of  Geoi^ia  oppating  a 
continuance  of  this  evil  in  every  form.  In  fact 
iheStateof  Georgia  taxed  the  paper  of  this  bank, 
and  the  Slate  was  determined  by  taxation  or 
legislative  prohibition  to  drive  tbii  circutatiag 
medium  from  iheir  territory.  But  eon  aid  era  liana 
of  wisdom  induced  a  posiponemenl  of  this  deter- 
mination nnill  it  ahoul/  lie  seen  wbetfaer  tbe 
charter  wogld  again  be  renewed  in  viblatioa  o{ 
(he  Consiituiion,  and  in  defiance  of  our  liberties. 
My  colleague  (Mr.  McKee,)  whose  opinions  I 
had  been  in  ihe  habit  of  considering  as  my  own 
Dnlii  this  unfortunate  queslioo  which  divides  ns, 
has  Slated  that  in  his  opinion  the  dissolution  of 
this  institution  would  be  felt  by  the  citizens  of 
the  Western  country,  and  that  our  surplus  hemp 
would  not  command  as  good  f  price.  I  differ  in 
opinion  from  my  eoflcagne  if  he  supposes  tbe 
Western  country  will  feel  any  great  pressure 
from  tbe  dissolution  of  Ibis  bank.  Igraiii  ibe 
people  of  Eentuckey  ciay  not  be  entirely  exempt 
frora  some  incgnven  fences  common  on  such  an 
event.  Bui  our  produce  will  fall  frora  other  very 
different  causes.  Inlerruptions  is  commerce,  slag- 
naiion  in  trade,  bankruptcies  throughout  (he  com- 
mercial part  of  Ihe  United  States,  arising  from 
the  bankruptcies  in  England,  which  have  occa- 
sioned the  return  ofmany  hills  from  England  pro- 
tested. These  are  the  causes  which  produce  dis- 
tress, and  will  eoniinue  lo  produce  t(  until  we  are 
a  people  less  dependent  on  foreign  commerce.  Bnt 
believing  a^  l.do  on  this  subject — viewing  iheef* 
fecisoftbisgreat  political  moneyed  institution  with 
abhorrence,  I  would  not  vote  for  it,  let  the  tem- 
porary distress  be  what  it  may.  I  would  rather  see 
tbe  present  crop  of  hemp  brought  toonedepoiite, 
which  would  make  a  bulk  larger  than  ihis  Capitol, 
and  consumed  with  a  lightea  (orch  and  ascend  to 
tbe  heaven  in  smoke  as  a  bonfire^  raiher  than 
vole  for  the  passage  of  this  law— and  sir,  tbepeo- 
ple  I  represent  would  justify  my  vole.  They 
would  bear  the  lost  wiihooc  a  murmur-,  (hey 
would  act  the  part  of  freemen  worthy  of  free- 
dom; they  would  magnaoimausly  bear  the  ca- 
iamiiy  without  complaint  if  ibeir  patriotism  re- 
quired the  sacriflee.  They  ate  a  most  worthy 
people.  A  virtuous  people,  an  enlightened  peo- 
ple, a  glorious  people.  Descendants  of  ibis  ^leat 
American  family,  inheriting  that  spirit  of  inde- 
pendiDce  which  equally  sustained  onr  cause  un- 
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der  defeat  and  rictorr  upon  otl  the  battle  grouadt 
of  the  RevolulioD,  I  will  not  be  alarmed  ooi  of 
my  vote  by  clamor,  no  raatier  from  wbat  quarter 
il  may  assail  oie.  I  aeret  vill  be  driven  from 
my  duty  by  atarmg  and  frati.  I  wilt  tiand  firm 
to  the  cauHe  I  conceir«  to  be  Jul,  and  the  people 
will  support  me;  they  dcapiie  waveriug  and  lem- 
poriziojt 

If  you  coDliiiue  thi«  charter  of  this  bank  twenty, 
yean  more,  yotf  can  Dever  put  it  down.  No,  tit 
instead  of  having  peiitiooa  which  wonlJ  reach 
from  the  Speaker  to  ibeveuof  the  members,  yon 
would  have  them  packed  upon  your  table  uaiil 
ibey  would  intercept  my  view  io  iddTessinfc  you. 
Yes,  sir,  they  would  rise  up  higher,  and  implore 
that  goddeM  of  liberty  which  preside*  over  the 
deliberations  of  this  House.  We  are  told  thai 
this  bank  it  necessary  to  the  colleeiioo,  ibt  tifc' 
keeping  and  the  traasroission  of  the  riveaoe  to 
diSereui  P >ris  of  the  United  States.  It  is  staled 
that  the  State  banks  are  slrangeti  to  us,  and  can- 
not be  trusted  with  the  deposiieof  poblic  money. 
I  am  sorry  to  hear  such  a  wmiment.  It  ha* 
originated  from  a  panic,  an  alarm^ideal  danger. 
That  great  and  good  man  ibe  Secretary  of  the 
Treasuty  ha*  loTd  jou  otbeiwiee,  by  his  report 
now  before  me  of  date  12lb  of  January,  in  which 
it  appears  that  of  about  93,400,000,  upward*  of 
$800,000  are  deposited  in  the  State  banks,  875.000 
of  which  are  deposited  in  fbe  Slate  Baok  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  I  should  be  sorry  if  it  was  not  as  safe 
there  as  ia  (be  bands  of  the  United  Stale*'  Bank, 
ia  the  possession  of  foreigners,  tf  Stale  bonk* 
will  not  do,  let  the  Unilcd^Siaies  build  vaults  [or 
the  safe-keeping  of  the  revenue. . 

Bui,  sir,  the  alarcoing  consequences  which 
must  arise  ream  lidistolution  of  this  corporaiioa — 
It  will  deprive  us  of  a  circulating  medium ;  it  will 
inietrupt  eomnieice  and  produce  bankiuptcic). 
It  is  to  produce  the  distress  of  farmers  and  the 
lain  of  mercbflois;  it  is  to  prevent  emigration, 
and  it  ia  to  shake  the  foundations  of  ibe  Qorern- 
meot.  This  picture  gives  ine  no  alarm.  It  is 
Ibe  picture  of  a  wild  and  distempered  Imagina- 
tion. If  serious  injurywill  be  felt  by  many  in 
the  power  of  this  moneyed  ariaiocracy,  I  feel  and 
■ympatbrze  with  the  su&rings  of  those  who  may 
be  needy  without  any  fault  of  their  own ;  bu t  soms- 
ihiug  is  due  to  posterity ;  and  even  in  that  point 
of  vjew,  lam  not  will  in  g  to  entail  upon  ibem 
the  baneful  e&ecls  of  a  great  moneyed  corporation 
with  a  capital  ot  twenty  million*  of  dollata,  ez- 
tcudiog  their  arm*  of  power  and  induenea  to 
cvtry  part  of  the  United  Stales,  and  having  the 
desiiny  of  good  men  wiihin.tbeir  control,  when- 
ever they  receive  the  nod  to  exercise  their  aiant 
power.  No,  sir,  I  am  ready  in  see  and  feel  the 
sad  criiis  which  has  been  de«cribed.  If  we  .die 
with  less  money,  we  shall  live  in  more  honor  and 
enjoy  mote  banpiaess.  I  with,  to  see  whether 
(0  much  depend*  upon  this  curporatiun.  If  so,  it 
IS  thegreiter  reason  why  the  poison  should  be  des- 
troyed. Like  the ilroog  man  we  read  ofinHolv 
Writ,  let  us  see  if  the  violent  death  of  th  is  cor'- 
Pptate  body  will  pull  down  the  pillars  of  iha 
GonttiuitioD,  that  anothei-Voluey  iiiiy.*it  upon. 


the  ruins  of  this  capital  and  moura  the  fsllen  ant* 
pire  of  this  great  and  bfippy  Republic. 

Mr.  SuErrGY.— Mr.  Speaker,  it  was. my  intea- 
tioD  not  in  address  any  observations  to  you  on 
the  su^ect  now  before  the  House,  but  reaaooa 
which  I  cannot  disregard  have  induced  me  to  re- 
quest your  attention.  I  am  conSdent,  when  the 
importance  of  the  queetioa  iscoiuidered — aquea- 
tion  in  which  is  invulved  the  integrity  of  a  Cop- 
siitoiioo  we  all  profess  to  adore,  and  th*  pro*- 

Srity  of  a  country  we  all  profess  {o  love,  ih« 
ause  will  listen  (o  everything  that  canba  said, 
not  only  with  patience,  hut  with  pleasure. 

I  have  bean  led  to  make  the  remark*  which  I 
am  about  to  ofier  by  cont id eia lions  distiuct  from- 
the  intrinsic  merits  of  the  quesUon.  In  ibe  vote 
whinh  I  shall  give,  I  shall  disagree  with  a  ma- 
jority of  tay  honorable  colleague*,  whose  opio- 
lODs  are  entitled  to  my  retpeot.  Thetantiineola 
of  a  great  portion  of  the  people  of-lha  Sui« 
hich  I  have  the  honor  in  ipart  to  repreaent,  *• 
"  from  Ih '--'-■     -' 


far  as  ibey  can  be  colleotod  ir 


B  theopiwoiiaof ' 


this  occasion;  and  I  must  superadd  ibaiao 
question  ever  was  presented  to  my  mind  in  tba 
course  of  my  public  duty  which  at'  firat  view  ap- 
peared attended  with  mora  difficulty.  I  have 
therefore  thought  it  proper  to  state  thereaeooeof 
my  vote  to  the  House,  to  enable  my  couoiry  to 
appreciate  tbem,aad  ray  aonstiiuents  to  interpose 
their  corrective  should  Ibey  deem  ibem  uitaatis- 
factory.  I  bad  hoped  that  thisqueaiion  would  have 
been  discussed,  and  detetmined,  abstraated.frora 
all  party  coDsideralioasi  that  our  attention  would 
have  been  rxclu.'ively  directed  to  the  eSecta  of  . 
ibis  measure  on  the  commuaity,  whoM  iateresta 
are  committed  to  us;  and  our  solicitude  employed 
to  keep  wiibia  the  limits  prescribed  by  the  Coa- 
*titi)iion.  But  we  have  been  invited  into  a  dif- 
ferent course.,  My  honorable  Colleague  (Mr. 
EppEa)  lold  us  the  other  day  that  we  aeed  not  to 
expect  that  thi*  queation  would  be  determined  on 
any  other  than  party  priuciples;  that  party  prio- 
ciple*  gave  birth  to  ihe  charier  of  Ibe  bank  otigi-. 
nally,  and  that  (hat  was  ibe  first  great  question 
whioK  separated  the  two  parties  in  this  oouniry. 
Was  the  fact  even  eonceded,  the  coacluiioa  doe* 
not  appear  to  me  inevitable  that  tbi*  most  now 
be  a  party  qnastion.  At  that  time  it  wn*  a  mat- 
ter of  speeulalioD  and  conjecture  what  meana 
would  be  "  Deeeuary  and  proper"  to  give  effect 
to  the  delegated  powers  confided  to  ihisOovern- 
meui.  The  light  afforded  to  n*  by  twenty  yean' 
eiperienoe  has  banished  them,  and  suheiituted 
certainty  in  ibeir  stead.  We  have  now  before 
us  the  practical  operalioos  of  the  Oovernment, 
calculate<L  to  show  the  fallacy  of  reasonings 
founded  oa  plausible  but  untried  theories.  With 
these  means  within  their  power,  it  does  not  ap- 
pear to  me  that  those  act  inconsistent  with  their 
former  principles,  who  now  conceive  tbe  neae»' 
■ity  of  a  bank  a*  so  instrumeot  to  carry  on  the 
fiscal  concerns  of  the  Oovernment,  though  (un- 
aided by  the  beat  of  all  human  guides— experi- 
ence—}  they  might  have  thought  di&rent  in  the 
inliuttatateof.miopeivl'OB-  ' 
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Bot  mp  honorable  collngne  his  committrd  aa 
error  io  point  of  fact  in  glrieg  [he  Bttiement  to 
the  House  thai  this  was  urigiatlly  a  party  ques- 
tioD.  1  had  taken  il  for  gnoted  ihat  ihe  fact  was 
«■  stated  by  him  ;  tut,  on  recurrine  to  the  Jour- 
nal of  this  Hoas«  for  the  jrett  1791,  (which  I 
iiope  I  shall  be  pardoned  in  receivine  is  better 
evidence  than  his  declaratioQ,  however  impfi- 
ciity  I  might  rely  on  him  oa  other  occasions,)  I 
fiod  that  a  considerable  portion  of  the  Federal 
members  voted  against  the  incorporation  of  the 
bank,  and  a  sitti  greater  portion  of  the  Repabli- 
cans  fur  it;  besides,  a«  the  meainre  wis  then 
contested  on  the  ground  that  there  was  ao  Coa- 
•titntional  power  in  Congress  to  adopt  it,  which 
always  involres  matters  of  conscieoce.  1  cannot 
aabmit  to  the  idea  that  one  poliiioa)  parly  eiclu- 
rirely  entertained  conscientious  scruples  when 
violence  was  threatened  the  Constitation.  This 
would   be  degrading  one-half  of  the  American 

preheodi  .  . 

aad  been  made  that  be  had  been  misunderstood 
in  what  ha  bad  said  a  few  days  ago.  He  meant 
to  aay  that  there  were  from  the  commeocemeal 
of  the  Government  two  opposite  opinions  enter- 
taioad  with  respect  to  its  powers:  One  was  that 
they  were  strictly  conformed  to  the  objects  dele- 
'  gated  ;  the  other  was,  that  there  were  certhin 
implied  powrrs  which  the  Oovernment  might 
exercise  that  did  not  appear  on  Ihe  face  of  the 
Constitution;  thai  the  latter  opinion  gave  birth 
to  the  alien  and  sedition  laws,  and  the  stamp  act, 
and  that  this  was  the  party  prtooiple  he  meant 
which  ^ve  birth  to  the  bank  charter.  As  to 
coDfcience  being  monopolised  b][  one  party  he 
bad  never  entertained  any  lacb  idea;  he  knew  ' 
nen  of  the  Federal  parly  who  were  as  conscien- 
tieos  as  he  was,  and  as  mush  aiiaehed  to  the 
welfare  of  the  country.] 

Mr.  BHEPrgy  proceMed:  Mr.  Speaker,  I  do 
Boi  believe  that  my  honorable  colleague  was  ae- 
tiiated  by  nny  improper  motive  in  making  the 
deolaratipQ  he  did.  During  the  time  I  have  been 
ataocialed  with  him  in  public  life,  I  have  had  no 
oauxe  to  believe  that  he  was  nnder  any  snch  in- 
Soence.  That  the  opinions  slated  by  him  ex- 
isted early  in  this  Ooveroment,  cannot  be  denied. 
They  are  attributable  to  very  obvious  causes. 
On  the  one  hand,  those  who  were  the  friends  of 
the  Oonstiluiion  w^re  friendly  to  the  exercise  of 
all  the  legitimate  powers  conAded  to  the  General 
Qoverameni.  under  the  impression  that  it  was 
neeeasary  to  preserve  the  Union;  many  indeed 
■appose  that  the  powers  delegated  were  still  too 
feeble  to  (ecure  that  great  object,  unlesaaop parted 
by  a  very  extensive  and  liberal  construeiioo.  On 
Ihe  other  band,  ihne  were  those  who  were  ap- 
preheniive  that  the  powers  of  the  Qeeeral  Gov- 
ernment  were  of  a  charaeter  calculated  to  swal- 
low up  ibe  State  anthorilies,  and  Bobvert  the 
Tights  of  the  people.  These,  after  their  efforts 
had  been  unsuccessful  in  the  conventions  of  the 
States,  on  the  adoption  of'  the  Constitution, 
brought  with  them  (wfih  ttw  Wat  iBtentioaa) 


into  the  councils  of  the  new  Qovernment  tfaeJr 
solicitude  for  popular  rights  and  State  sovereign cy, 
without  sufficiently  regarding  the  imporiaace  af 
the  Union,'  and  the  means  necessary  to  preserve 
it;  and,  while  soma  of  their  political  opponenls 
contended  fot  a  construction  which  produced 
some  very  obnoxious  measures;  they,  if  success 
had  attended  their  efforts,  would  have  brooght 
the  Union  to  the  feeble  slate  in  which  the  old 
Confederation  had  left  it,  and  I  hesil&te  not  to 
declare,  by  ihis  linej  we  should  have  been  «  divi- 
ded, distracted,  and  enslaved  people. 

Much  has  been  said  in- the  course  of  this  de- 
hale  about  State  rights,  and  the  offence  which 
will  be  given  to  the  States^  should  (his  meaeore 
be  adopted.  There  is  cettainly  propriety  io  pre- 
serving to  the  Stales  their  legitimate  authority, 
and  in  manifesting  a  jealousy  whenever  it  is 
threatened  with  any  iofraclioo,  because  the  rights 
of  iha  people  are  then  in  jeopardy.  But  let  it 
not  be  fnrgotten  that  every  relaxation  on  ihe  part 
of  ihis  Government  weakens  the  Union,  wiibont 
which  the  rights  of  the  people  are  but  an  empty 
name.  Sir,  he  who  impairs  the  powers  properir 
belonging  to  us,  is  as  much  the  enemy  of  the  peo- 
ple as  he  who  subverts  the  State  anihoritiea  pos- 
sibly can  be ;  be  is  as  criminal  who  weakens  ia 
the  least  degree  the  bonds  which  uoiie  ns,  as  he 
who  places  upon  our  necks  an  iron  yoke  lo  keep 
OS  together. 

If  we  should  yarsoe  the  contae  which  the  ob- 
lervatioDs  of  some  genilemen  seem  to  recom- 
mend, not  lo  adopt  the  bill  before  you,  because  il 
will  give  offence  lo  the  Stales,  and  briog  us  into 
collision  with  them;  to  what  a  raise rmble  state 
must  this  Government,  and  coDsequentl^  this 
Union,  be  very  speedily  brought?  It  is  in  tha 
nature  of  man  to  thirst  for  power,  and  lo  employ 
■  II  his  means  to  obtain  it.  From  this  spirit  the 
'State  governments  are  not  exempt,  but,  on  ihe 
eonintyj  we  have  abundant  reason  to  know  that 
it  prevails  there  in  an  eminent  degree.  Let  it 
once  be  established  as  a  principle  not  to  exercise 
any  pariieular  power,  because  it  is  disagreeable  to 
aoiru  of  the  States,  and  I  pledge  myself  that  in 
a  very  little  time  yon  will  not  be  able  lo  exereisc 
any  whatever.  You  will  have  to  recede  step  by 
■tep  as  ihey  advance  upon  yoa,  (which  they  wilt 
be  sure  to  do,)  until  you  possess  nothing  but  (he 
shadow  of  authority:  and  this  Union,  the  last 
and  best  hope  of  the  friends  of  liberty,  most  dis- 
solve in  its  own  weakness.  Sir,  I  fear  when  that 
is  gone  there  never  will  be  sufficient  patriotism 
and  unanimity,  nor  a  sufficient  portion  of  a  con- 
ciliating spirit  to  reunite  us  in  any  form  of  gov- 
ernment which,  while  il  secures  to  ns  the  prin- 
eiplea  of  a  free  coDstitniion,  has  jafficieni  euergy 
to  maintain  itself.  The  coDseqnences  are  easily 
foreseen.  We  sliall  be  toswd  about,  divided,  ud 
distracted,  uniil  we  finally  share  the  deatinies  of 
other  nations — seek  repose  from  tha  evils  of  ao- 
archy  in  the  arms  of  despotism. 

A  principle,  equally  untenable  and  equally  pro- 
ductive of  mischief,  has  been  advanced  in  debate. 
?rticalarly  by  the  honorablemember  from  New 
o^k,  (Mr.  PoBTin ;)  that  ao  power  cas  be  ez- 
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'    ercUeil  by  this  QovCTDmnt  whieh  iaterftres  with 
'    ttt«  fEpaaiaiof  powers  of  the  Stales.    Buch  for 
I    insiaoce  i*  ibe  power  of  iolerDil  uzalion.  Erery 
'    ceot  wbicb  we  draw  from  tlie  ciiixea  by  vjrtue  of 
tbat  power,  dimmisbea   bit  abiiiii^  to  pay  his 
'     taxes  (o  (be  Slate  of  wbicb  be  i«  aa  injiabitant, 
eod   coDaequeoElv   aarrows   the  circle  of  Slate 
legittaiioD.    AQd,  tadeed,  easea   miKht  be  lop- 
poaed  where  the  aecewiif  of  this  OoTeinment 
required  taxes  com  me  Dso  rale  wltb   ibe  inmost 
'     ability  of  ibe  people  to  pay,  which  in  effect  would 
be  a  total  sunpeasion  of  tbe  powers  of  the  States 
to  Ja^  Bod  collect  taxes.    Yet  can  ii  be  pretended 
I     that  ID  tbe  am  DUD  t  of  public  coDiribuijani,  which 
'     it  may  be  nccesfary  toreqaire,  weare  limited  by 
>    any  other  restriction  thao  that  whicii  a  soaad 
I    discretion  and  a  due  regiard  to  the  welfare  of  the 
t    community  imposes?    The  aarae  prioeipie  ap- 
plies to  tbe  meaas  which  may  be  Deceasary  to 
I    carry  lite  delegated  powers  into  effect;  iher  may 
be   regiiimaie,  though  ihey  interfere  with   the 
I    legislation  of  ihe  States. 

I        HSTiog  delaioed  you  thus  long  with  the  pra- 
I     timiuary  remarks  whieti  I  bad  lo  ofier,  permit  me 
now,  sir,  to  lead  yoar  attention  more  directly  to 
the  subject  before  ua. 

Tbe  most  important  principle  inrolred  in  this 
question  i^  whether  the  CoDstjiuiioo  has  delega-; 
ted  to  us  ine  power  lo  legislate  npon  this  subject 
ID  tbe  manner  proposed.  It  is  admitted  on  all 
sides  that  unless  that  power  exists^  let  the  incon- 
Teniencea  and  ercn  calamities  which  will  follow 
tbe  rejection  of  this  bill  be  what  tbey  may,  tbe 
high  duty  which  we  owe  to  the  country  not  to 
transcend  the  limits  prescribed  to  os,  is  superior 
to  every  other,  and  must  imperionsty  lead  us  to 
that  result.  In  order,  therefore,  lo  approach  tbe 
minor  question  of  expediency,  it  is  necessary  to 
ascertain  whether  by  a  raiional  and  unbiassed 
eooslrHclton  of  the  Constitation  this  power  i« 
fairly  apparent,  either  as  directly  or  indirectly 


lion  expFesaly  drie^ie*  tbe  power  to  create  bankst 
but  that  sucb  insittniions  may  be  eiiablisbed  as 
iDslriimantalia  giving  effect  to  someone  or  more 
of  Ibe  delqated  powers.  In  the  oouraa  of  the 
obserTatioDs  wbiab  I  propose  to  submit-  on  tbis 
Mrt  of  ibsMibjecl,  I  shall  attempt  to  prove  that 
Coogreas  aia  not  resirioted  in  tbe  means  to  exe- 
eiiie  tbe  delegated  powers,  except  so  far  at  Ibe 
Cooaiitutiea  expressly  rcstricis  ibem,  bat  that 
tbey  may  employ  an^  wbieb  tbey  deem  "  neces- 
•ai^  and  proper''  wilhont  Tiolniing  Ihe  Coqsii- 

To  enable  ns  to  giM  correct  cOBalrnciioAs  to 
the  aots  of  individuals  aud  of  public  bodiesj  it 
freqiWDily  becomes  important  that  we  sbonld 
consider  ibe  time  in  which  they  happened,  and 
the  circaniHaaces  under  wbicb  the  persons  con- 
cerned acted.  In  leslslaiion  and  jnrisprudence 
Ibis  is  a  very  general  maxim,  and  eeemsto  me 
pecnliarljr  proper  lo  be  called  In  aid  on  tbe  pres- 
cai  oeeasioo.  It  will  aflbrd  us  the  best  ideas  of 
tbe  eriia  uililer  wUek  Uiis  craniTy  laborad  wben 


the  Constitution,  under  wbiMc  aoiboriiy  we  now 
act,  was  proposed  and  adopted,  and  conseqoently 
of  the  exi^i  of  the  relief  which  that  remedy 
was  tDtended  to  give. 

Let  us  then  see  what  was  ibe  situation  of  tbis  ' 
country  a(  that  period  of  our  history,  and  what 
were  the  cause*  wbicb  led  lo  tbat  great  event. 
It  was  not  the  want  of  a  Qeneral  Qovernmeot 
that  icdnced  the  people  of  the  United  States  to 
seek  security  in  tbe  present  Constitution,  bat  the 
^ant  of  one  with  sufficient  powers  for  tbe  put- 
poses  of  union.  Tbat  want  of  effieieaey  wbick 
characterized  the  Confederation,  empbatieslly 
styled  "a  rope  of  sand."  was  not  the  effeet  of 
the  limited  subjeeta  confided  to  the  deliberations 
of  Congress,  but  tbe  Itmiled  means  lo  carry  their 
determmaiions-into  effect.  On  recurring  to  that 
instrument  it  wjU  be  seen,  a;  has  been  stated  by 
ai»  honorable  member  from  Keniucliy,  fMr.JoBN- 
son,)  thai  tbe  subjects  embraced  are  liicle  sboil 
of  ttiQie  vested  in  iliis  Government..  Congress 
was  clothed  with  all  the  great  attributes  of  ssr- 
ereigoty.  Tbey  had  tbe  power  to  determine  on 
peace  or  war ;  lo  regulate  commerce  (ihtough  tbe 
medium  of  commercial  treaties)  with  foreign 
nations ;  to  regulate  trade  with  the  Indian  triba ; 
to  grant  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal;  to  coin 
money  and  rag[ulate  tbe  value-  thereof;  to  raise 
armies  and  navies ;  to  borrow  money  on  the  credit 
of  the  United  States  ;  and  many  other  powers  of 
minor  importance.  Had  they  bad  tbe  means  lo 
carry  iheir  resolutioas,  into  effect  through  tbe 
agency  of  their  own  Bseoutive  and  Judicial  su- 
tboritiea,  and  could  their  acts  have  reached,  iba 
people,  iiulead  of  beiitg.  dependent  for  ibeir  ex- 
ecntien  on  the  will  of  tbe  Slates,  1  venture  to  say 
tbat  this  Constitiuton  would  not  have  been  pro- 
posed. It  It  true  that  the  organizatioa  of  tbe 
Government  under  tbe  Confederation  was  great- 
ly deCective;  yet  that  was  not  the  cause  of  its 
dissolution.  .  It  was  the  imbecility  arising  from 
Ibe  want  of  means  in  tbe  old  Congress  that  as- 
sembled the  General  ConveniiOD.  It  was  that 
wbioh  produced  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  tbe  primary  object  of  which,  and  of  ihe 
people  who  adopiea  it,  was  to  place  into  the  bands 
of  the  new  Oovernmeni  means  commentttrate 
with  the  due  exeeuiinn  of  all  tbe  power*  eonfided 
to  it.  Is  it  rational  therefore  to  suppose  tbat  ua- 
dsr  this  impulse,  .under  tbe  pressure  of  tbe  evil 
which  every  one  felt,  and  tbe  cause  of  which 
every  one  knew,  tboaa  who  framed  and  adopted 
thisinelrumeiitcauld  have  ia tended  tbat  wesbould 
be  circumscribed  in  tbe  means  deemed  necessary 
to  giya  effect  to  our  measures  or  (as  some  gentle- 
men strangely  suppose)  be  dependent  on  the  States 
for  ibemT  Is  it  in  tbe  leau  probable  that  the 
itaen  selected  for  their  wisdom,  fterfecily  acquaint- 
ed with  ihe  progress  of  man  in  every  tgei  who 
foresaw  ihe  changes  wbicb  the  slate  of  society 
must  undergoia  this  country  from  the  increase 
of  popuUtion,  commerce,  and  tbe  arts,  could  act 
so  absurdly,  a*  to  prescribe  a  certain  set  of  means 
to  carry  on  the  operations  of  a  Qovernment  in- 
tended not  only  for  the  present  bat  for  future  gen- 
eratiftits!    Tbeie  are  indeed  some  ezpreaa  li||itt«r 
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tiM»  which  the  oirewiMaae«  «f  the  unwi 
tfaejealouiiei  of  tho  pariiea  pfodoeed.  but  thcf 
btiog  ezprcMl)'  ilkted  proves  Lb«t  ihe  meao*  out 
ioterdicted  remiio  entirely  at  ogr  diKretion. 

Wim  we  cxamiDG  the  rarioas  pari*  of  the 
CoDiiitDtioa  with  a  liew  to  ihii  qoeuioo,  ~ 
(hall  Me  many  rvaiooi  in  lupport  of  ib«  prioi 
fof  which  I  coniMd.  Tha  lait  claai*  oi  ihi 
Moitoa  of  the  fiiat  artiel*  in*Mta  Caagtau  with 
*lhe  ''power  lo  make  all  laws  wbiah  aEall  tie  ne- 
ccaaarr  and  proper  to  carry  juio  effect  the  delega- 
ted poweta,  aod  *il  powers  rested  in  the  GoTera* 
meat  of  the  Unitad  Staici  or  in  aay  departiMat 
otcffieer  ibereof."  To  whom  is  oonfided  ihe  rifht 
(ojodge  what  ihall  be  "neoeuary  and  proper?" 
I  pte«u9>e  it  will  beadmitled  that  Ihiarigbl  i*ec- 
clnuTely  iDberent  in  Coanreu.  Asd  if  CongiVM 
alone  have  the  tight  to  jndge  of  the  uecesMtf  aod 
propriety  of  the  racaaa,  ir  it  not  absurd  to  *ay 
thai  ibey  muw  judge  rightly  or  they  have  do  rigbt 
la  jwtge  M  all?  f  hare  alwaj'i  lupfiaied,  wh«o 
a  inbject  i>  within  ibe  legitimate  auihoriiy  of 
My  DMo  or  body  of  meo,  an  erroneous  deeiMoa 
upon  iDchanhjeat  doeiDotproTB  a  wauof  ji 
diciiaii,  but  of  correct  judgmeat.  Oa  ihii, 
on  erery  other  subject,  ibere  will  be  a  variety 
of  opiHioBi  ai  to  what  is  "  necessary  and  proper." 
The  mijority  must  deieraiiDe  that  queitior 
And,  aliDough  i here  may  in  this,  as  i a.  every 
other  ease,  be  flsgraot  abuses  of  pa«er,  for  wbieb 
we  are  respoasitue,  there  never  can  be  aoy  usurp- 
ttioD.  Ii  must  always  be  a  qDcstion  of  soiirsd 
dbcreiioD,  guided  by  the  ioiereaie  of  tbe  Union, 
and  DOta  quesiion  of  power;  ubless,  indeed,  we 
should  fall  in  with  the  ftncy  of  my  hoaorable 
colleague  (Mr.  Burwell)  who  opened  ihls  debate, 
ud  inlerpolate  tbe  word  "absolutely,"  to  that  be 
coukl  adopt  do  means  but  sucbasare  "absotutely 
necessary,"  which  would  leave  us,  as  has  been 
ably  demotisi rated  by  the  hoarorable  member  from 
Maiyland,  (Mr.  Key,)  wiihoot  any  power  at  alL 

Every  subject  which  is  preseoied  to  ut  within 
tha  ackuowledged  sphere  of  our  aolhoriiy,  ia- 
volvei  the  question  whether  ii  is  **  neeesiary  and 
proper."  If  a  lat  be  proposed,  which  (as  the  Con- 
stiiBtion  is  ezpon&ded  by  some,  and  which  1  be- 
lieve lo  be  correci)  can  only  be  laid  "  to  pay  the 
debts  and  provide  for  the  comQwa  defencB  aud 
gsMral  welfare,"  it  may  be  objected  that  it  is  ua- 
constitutional,  becante  chvse  objects  may  be  pro- 
vided fur  wiihont  any  tax,  or  witboot  tbe  one 
pfopnsed.  But  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  thii 
would  be  exclusively  a  quettioo  of  expediency 
Ukd  diserelioo. 

The  CoBsiitulion  of  ihe  United  States  has  noi- 
Terstlly  been  eqasidered  as  a  graDi  of  particular 
tnd  not  of  general  powers.  Those  powers  are  tbe 
primary  or  expressly  delegated, sod  thederivatlTe 
or  implied.  Tbe  characier  of  ibe  ianiruitienl  pre- 
cluded the  necessity  oC  a  "  bill  of  righis,"  because 
the  question  never  could  arise,  what  was  reserved, 
but  wtaal  was  granied.  Tbe  framers  of  the  Con- 
tlituiioo  were  well  aware  of  ibis,  and  so  were 
tbe  people  who  adopted  it.  Ii  was  ibetefore  fairly 
to  be  inferred,  that  whenever  there  appears  a  lim- 
ilatioB  of.reMiiclion  in  the  shape  of^n  negative 


The 


elBBie^  CMgNSB  might  have  exercised  tbe  power 
uiWrdicled,  had  socli  ebna  not  been  nude  part 
of  tha  instraotnt.  By  eMminiBg  this  part  of 
the  subject,  we  will  be  able  t«  determine  kowfsr 
it  was  supposed  derivaiive  or  implied  powen 
would  extend  when  not  restricted. 

Tbe  first  clause  of  the  Stb  seeijon  of  tbe  first 
«riicle  provides,  that  "the  migratioa  or  importa- 
'  tioa  ot  such  persons,  as  any  of  Ihe  States  now 
'  existing  shall  think  piopet  to  admit,  shall  not  be 
'prohibited  bytheCoocresepTiorlotlieyear  180^ 
'  but  a  tax  or  duly  may  be  imposed  on  suoh  iaopori- 
'  aiion,  not  escoMiag  ten  dolwa  fot  oaeh  persoo." 

^moog  the  delegated  powers,  the  right  to  nro- 
hibit  tbe  migration  or  importation  <rf'  perseas  into 
ihcStaies,  is  nowhere  10  be  seen;  bat  ii  waajastly 
conceived  that  it  was  ineideatal  to  the  power  "is 
commerce  with  foreign  naiions," 
he  second  claose  ef  tha4anie  seeiioo  restricts 
the  suspeosioa  of  tbe  writ  of  habta»  carpta  te 
certain  eircumstanees.  There  is  no  express  pow- 
er given  to  any  department  to  grant  it  in  any  in- 
slaoee.  Bat  Coogiesa  have  the  power  to  o^aniK 
ihe  judicial  conria,  to  which  is  incident  the  pow- 
er t>  regulate  wtiis  and  other  processes.  Andes 
ibis  celebrated  writ  was  deemad  the  birth-Hglit 
of  the  peopU  of  the  Stntca  ai)4er  the  Slate  ao- 
Aoritiei,  as  the  instrameal  lo  release  ihcm  fron 
arbitrary  impri*onm«its,  it  was  taken  for  gninied 
ilwt  its  benehis  would  be  extended  lo  ihcoa  under 
this  QoTeronieai,  and  il  wascaaeeived  neeessary 
tg:reslrict  tbe  discretion  of  Congress  in  saspead- 
iog  its  salutary  operations. 

Id  the  third  clause  of  tbe  same  Eeetioti,Goagicss 
are  prohibited  from  passing  any  bili  of  attainder 
or  crpoel/ac/o  law.  Coogreu  are  no  where  di- 
rectly authorized  thas  to  inierlcre  with  the  ordi- 
tiary  course  of  justice,  so  aa  to  subject  aa  indi- 
vidual to  the  consequence  «f  an  attainder  at  their 
own  mere  wiU,  without  a  trial ;  or  lo  make  an 
innocent  aei  enminal,  by  a  potterioi  declaration. 
But  they  have  the  power  to  define  and  paDish 
certsiu  offences,  which  would  hare  implied  lbs 
power  to  do  it  la  any  laanBet  thay  might  have 
thought  proper— heooe  it  beoane  oeeesnry  to 
interpose  Ihis  restriciion. 

The  next  three  claases  coituia  restrict  ions  on 
die  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxos  and  appropriate 
their  prooeeds,  and  show  that  it  was  eoostdeied 
as  unlimited,  naless  expressly  pestrieled. 

The  last  clause  in  lite  same  seetioa  gives  ns  a 
more  comprefaensive  idea  of  the  extern  to  which 
tbe  framera  of  tbe  ConsiitutioB  coocetred  the  im- 
plied powers  of  this  Ooverameat  might  be  exer- 
cised, if  not  restricted.  It  provide^  "  that  no  title 
of  DObiliiy  sbsll  be  granted  by  the  Uaiicd  States." 
The  whole  ooniesi  of  the  Constiiaiion  doee  not 
"'ird  the  most  disuni  hiai  that  the  creation  of 
arislocmcy  is  among  the  delegated  powers. 
And  yet  tbe  iaterdieiian  to  create  such  a  body — 
tbe  very  name  of  which  is  ao  jusUy  abhorreni  in 
thiscounlry— was  deemed  neecMsary.  And  why? 
Seoauae  ihia  Qovernment  has  the  power  to  rsisn 
and  support  armies  aad  navies.  It  bis  Tarions 
important  eoneetni  committed  lo  it,  ia  which 
omiaent  m«n  may  Mnder  great  and  meritorioiu 
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•«rTic«!>.  And  ■■  it  wout<)  not  have  beea  r«- 
stricled  in  rewinding  ihem  accordiag  lo  its  plea- 
sure, it  migbt,  in  coafurmiijp  with  the  usage  of 
other  BatiaoR,  hare  cooferreil  dUiiuciiaaa  npon 
them  i  wbich,  ibough  ihev  could  give  do  »c1u- 
■ive  right  to  office,  iqigbt  be  KiiendeJ  with  entoi- 
umeot  and  boaor. 

If  tbc  daetrioea  which  hare  bMo  adraoced 
upon  this  floor  dariogthe  prcaeoi  deb«t«aie  tralf 
genuine  and  C<m*iiiulioD«l,  thaa  dot^tfae  hUlorjt 
of  ihis  oonaiTT,  for  ib«  lut  iw«aty  rf  *>  pni^Dt 
ft  spectacle  the  moat  alarniog;  ibcn  hare  ibe 
operaiiuits  of  oor  Oovenimeiit  been  Dotbing  bat 
ao  nointerrDpted  tceoe  of  nMirpaiioa.  From  ita 
organiztiiov,  vndar  tbe  auipt«ea  of  the  firii  of 
men  and  of  pairibti,  umil  tfaa  preaent  moment, 
violaiioD  hat  iDCCMOed  riolatioa  ;  the  CoDiiitn- 
tkiD  baa  been  trodden  aain  foot  far  ■"  P*rtiea, 
and  is  no  loitger  worth  pKacrring.  Sir.  1  wll 
gD  further.  I  Tealiue  lo  »\j,  that  if  ihoae  doft- 
iriDea  are  adhered  to  and  acted  iipoD  in  «v*rf  ia- 
atancr,  tbia  QoternoiaDt  ia  at  an  cad.  It  caiinot- 
■dopt  the  aimplaat  maaanm  uteeaaarf  for  iia  awD 
exiatanoe,  aoA  for  (he, welfare  of  ihia  people, 
without  resortittg-  to  meaaa  not  esppeaalir  drle- 
nted.  ]f  Ihia  critical  eoDairuetloD  preraili,  we 
nave  no  rizht  to  diibaad  ooa  lit^le  loan  from  the 
Ktmj  or  Nary.  Coagreas  are  expieaaly  aaihor- 
■zed  to  raise  and  aunpori  them ;  but  the  power  to 
lenen  or  dealroy  tbeiA,  )■  not  to  be  aeea  ao  the 
faoe  of  the  Coaaiitution.  Vft  are  inreMed  with 
iha  power  to  tegulaie  eorameree  tritb  foreigii  ita> 
tiooa  ;  bat  whereia  the  authoticf  to  atrapeod  or 
anoihilatc  it  bf  an  embergo  or  noa-interooaiae, 
onleHa  it  ia  implied'? 

To  those  who  ate  not  carried  away  br  ihete 

doelrines,  pregnant  with  ao  maeh  miachief  to 

this  eomniUDity,  it  ia  well  worth  the  (ranble  lo 

'    examine  the  operatiooa  of  the  Qorerameat  under 

ever)|  Admintiiriiioa.    They  will  be  able  lo  es- 

ceriaia  the  opiniona  of  men  of  every  parly  maoi- 

'    fested  by  their  public  acta,  ei  io  the  exieni  of  the 

mpaot  coofided  to  na  to  gire  effect  to  ihe  dele- 

'    gated  potrera.    And  this  inquiry  wilt,  I  am  prr- 

soaded,  tend  to  coDQrm  the  eonntruction  which- 

1  hare  ailempied  to  give  to  the  ConsiitutioD. 

By  ihe  CoDsliintioD,  a  judicial  dEparimenl, 
with  limited  juriadlclioti,  'u  established,  to  give 
effi^cl  to  the  due  adm  I  nisi  rati  on  of  justice,  au  far 
as  it  is  confided  to  theOnveruineal  of  the  United 
States.  Congress  have  made  ptorision  for  the 
punishmeut  of  perjury,  bribery,  stealing  or  falii- 
fying  record],  rescue,  opposition  to  Ihe  execution 
of  judicial  prucess,  and  other  offences.  Ii  doea 
not  appear  that  the  particular  diSnition  to  ihese 
crimes,  and  the  puniibmeut  designated,  are  "ab* 
Boluttly  necessary."  Same  other  means  perhaps 
more  cotiJucive  to  the  end  migbt  hare  been  em- 
ployed ;  and,  indeed,  it  might  be  said,  that  as 
Coni;resB,  by  the  ConstiluUoD,  are  auLborized  tu 
"dehae  and  punish"  certain  crimes,  i I  implied  a 
negaliTC  10  dt:fine  and  punish  any  other,  and  coa- 
■equeaily  those  just  mentioned.  But  can  it  be 
necessary  to  waste  the  jime,  or  insult  the  good 
aeate  of  this  House,  to  attempt  to  provf  that  ip 
1  Lth  CoiT.  3d  Sbss.— 24 


ibeac  oases  CoBgresa  exercised  the Ii  ConMitu- 
tional  poirer  only  1 

The  power  to  borrow  money  oti  ^be  credit  of 
the  United  Siatea  bas  been  exercieed  by  author- 
izing tbe  Commiwloners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  to 
iwue  certificates  pledging  the  public  faith  to  pay 
so  m.uch  money  as  therein  stated,  to  be  sold  in 
the  market  for  what  they  could  bring. 

To  give  effect  lo  the  revenue  ayatem  of  the 
United  States,  Congress  hare  employed  means, 
which,  iasiead  of  appearing  "absolutely  nacea- 
aary,"  bar*  a  very  remote  conaexion  with  Ihe 
objvct;  besides  the  many  penalties  and  forfeitures 
which  are  created,  the  ciiizen  is  aubjecled  to  the 
more  arbitrary  aearchei  and  seizures  dependent 
upon  the  mere  will  of  lbs  collector;  yet,  the 
Buthoriiy  10  do  this  ha*  never  been  questioned. 
Under  the  power  to  regulate  eoinmerce,  Cod> 

fress  have  erected  lisbt-bouses,  beacooa,  and. 
uoysi.lhey  have  ettablithed  rules  for  tbe  regn- 
laiioQ  and  gevernmeDt  of  seamen  in  tbe  tecr- 
chani  ■ervlee;  they  have  adopted  meaturaa  for 
'heir  protection  on'  tbe  high  seas,  and  to  foreign 


the  sick  and  disabled ;  ifaey  have  established  ia 
this  coilntry,  within  the  jurtsdiction  of  the  State 
Bulhoriliea,  and  without  their  conaeot,  hospi(ala 
for  iheir  receptioD  and  auppori.  .  How  remotely 
connected  are  all  these  things  with  tbe  primary 
power  "  10  regulate  commeroe  1"  Are  they  "  ab- 
solutely necessary"  to  give  efiecl  to  that  power! 
Or,  can  it  be  pretended  that  tbe  erection  of  aa 
hiispital  is  more  iTamediately  connected  with  the 
regulation  of  commerce  than  a  bank  is  with  the 
various  fiscal  operaiioas  of  the  Qovernmettll 
After  having  gone  thus  far,  let  me  ask  every  ra- 
tional man,  cguld  Cbogreis  not  Inoorporste  (he 
trustees  of  such  an  hospital,  with  a  view  to  give 
them  individuality,  the  better  to  enable  them  to 
preserve  tbe  funds,  and  administer  the  ooacerns 
of  (he  ioiililulioal  Unless  there  ia  aoiiielhiag  . 
magical  in  the  word  "corporation,"  it  appears  to 
me  ihere  can  be  no  doubt  on  the  subject. 

That  Cnagresa  have  the.ri^hl  to  create  corpo- 
rations,  as  instrumental  to  eSect  objects  confided 
to  them,  seemi  lo  me  susceptible  of  the  clearest 
dewensiration.  Fur  example:  lbs  power  "to 
regulate  cammerce"  includes  the  power  to  "  pro- 


promised  great  national  advantages,  but  its  com- 
mencement was  surrounded  with  difficulties,  and 
required  resources  towhich  individual  enterprise 
and  capital  were  incompetent,  will  it  be  con- 
tended that  (he  power  which  cracied  hospitals  (o 
nurse  seamen,  because  it  may  have  afavotablo 
effect  on  commerce,  cannot  incorporate  a  com- 
pany with  certain  privileges,  so  that  while  the 
means' of  many  are  united,  tbey  can  act  aa  one  in 
promoting  the  aame  object  1  As  lo  monopolies, 
of  which  much  has  been  taid,  thoogh  I  am  not  a 
friend  to  ibero,  yet  circumstances  may  exist  in 
which  (he  interest  of  tbe  cammunitv  will  be  pro- 
moted in  granting  some,  if  prudently  regulated  i 
and,  therefore,  tbe  power  flight  to  exist,    Undei 
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th«  power  to  rrgDlkieirKle  with  the  iDdiBn  tribes, 
CoDgrFss  hare  adopted  a  lyetem  whicb,  ihoufrh 
DOI  a  monopoly  is  nam«,  is  one  in  reality^.  Thef 
bave  eiublished  iradiDg-hauscB od  their  own  le- 
conot,  and,  under  the  semeBt  peoaliies,  probjb- 
itcd  every  perion  from  trading  wrih  the  IndjsiiB 
wilhoal  a  iieense  froni  the  public  sDperlBtend- 
ent.  What  is  this  bat  s  monopoly,  sn  eiolnsive 
pririlege,  vested  in  tbeGoTerDinent  tnd  tbe  per- 
sons licEDsfdT  And  ia  what  do  theM lieenaeB  dif- 
fer io  effect  from  the  privtlegei  granted  by  the 
iDeorporilton  of  a  eommereiat  eompaay  7 

By  ihe  laws  establishing  post  offices  aad  post 
Toads,  various  offences  hsTe  been  created,  and 
lerere  punishnieni  directed,  affecting  those  not 
iD  the  service  of  the  QorerameDl ;  persoDs  have 
been  exempted  from  serving  in  [he  miliUa  and 
OD  juries,  who,  by  the  laws  of  the  fitates,  are  ez- 
presajy  subject  to  that  service ;  this  is  a  direct  iu- 
terference  with  the  Slate  authorities,  yet  its  coD- 
•tiiuiionality  has  never  been  questioned. 

Tbe  Conitituiion  ampowsri  Congress  "to  de- 
clare war,"  but  no  express  authority  is'given  to 
preserve  pesce;  yet,  can  it  be  doabted  that  the 
power  to  tBktt  that  object  is  implied?  With-a 
view  to  it  Congress  have  passed  laws  making  it 
'oriminal  to  set  on  foot  any  enterprise  aeaiostBoy 
foreign  ostion  with  whom  the  United  Btntes  are 
in  a  Slate  of  amity,  or  lo  bunt  upon  the  lands  be- 
longing Io  tbe  Indian  tribes. 

Congress  bava  power  to  call  out  the  militia  to 
repel  invasions.  An  invasion,  I  understand  tc 
Bean  a  milHary  force  actually  in  ooi'  territory; 
yet  an  authority  has  been  given  to  tbe  Presideni 
to  call  forth  ibe  mrlitift  iu  case  there  shall  "be 
Imminent  danger  of  invasion,"  with  a  view 
prevent  it. 

The  Isst  instance  which  I  shall  give,  shnwinr 
the  extent  to  which  Congress  have  eonceivM 
their  powers  reached,  is  the  purchase  of  the  pub-' 
lie  library.  I  would  ask  the  sticklers  for  express 
powers,  where  they  find  tbe  aulboiity  for  this 
•ct  T  Sir,  taking  a  detached  view  of  the  subject, 
it  might  be  said  that  we  have  the  same  right  lo 
purchase  houses  for  our  accoramodaiion.  The 
act  can  only  be  justified  by  reasonings  apparently 
remote  from  the  object.  To  as  are  committed 
the  great  coocerBg  of  this  nsiion  ;  it  is  our  doiy 
to  be  weU  informed  anon  every  subject  that  comes 
before  us ;  in  order  ihErefore  to  he  able  lo  gel  all 
requisiteioformation,  we  think  a  library  necessary 
as  one  of  the  means.  This  course  of  argameni 
It  once  proves  everything  for  which  I  contend. 

Such,  sir  has  been  the  Uniform  practical  con- 
atrtiction  of  the  powers  confided  to  this  Qovern- 
Boenl  by  men  of  every  political  descritilion.  Sir, 
the  principles,  upon  which  the  constitutionality 
of  this  question  rests,  have  not  only  been  recog- 
nised io  every  shape,  but  the  measure  itself  has 
received  the  sanction  of  acquiescence,  if  not  of 
approbation,  for  twenty  yean.  Although  I  do 
Dot  feel  precluded  from  thinking  and  acting  for 
myself,  yet,  falliUe  as  1  know  myself  to  be,  I  am 
Indnced  to  have  great  respect  for  the  acts  of  em- 
ineni  men,  whose  wisdom  and  pairiotism  ft  would 
be  vain  ia  me  to  pieiesd  to  rifu.    Aad  believiDg, 


as  I  do,  thai  among  the  greatest  evils  which  at- 
tend Republics,  are  ihe  instability  of  public  cooit- 
ciis,  and  the  want  of  character  and  eonsisiency 
in  public  measures,  I  feet  it  a  portioa  of  my  doty 
to  entertain  some  veneration  for  thr  acts  of  my. 
predecessors,  tuppor  ted  by  time;  at  least  so  far  as 
not  to  dissent  from  them,  unless  ihey  appeal  lo 
me  palpably  improper. 

Wben  the  bank  was  incorporated,  the  peojde 
of  the  United  States  with  one  oonsent  aoqaiesced; 
not  a  single  murmur  was  beard  ;  not  a  single  pe- 
tition was  laid  Dpon  yonr  table  alleging  its  nacoo- 
E  lit  lit  ion  all  ly  and  praying  its  repaal?  Was  Ilie 
patrioiism  ofihe  eumrouailv  then  asleep  ?  Were 
they  less  sensible  then  of  tbe  neeessity  of  praet- 
viog  tbe  gr^at  charter  of  (heir  rights  frc«  front 
violation,  or  less  acme  in  their  perception  of  iu 
infraction  than  we  an  oowl  Was  iifeft  for  the 
Argus  eve*  of  the  present  generation  la  diseovei 
tbe  deadly  powers  of  ihis  hydi«;  and  to  their 
prowess  lo  rise  and  strangle  it?  Sir,  t  ■faoald 
reason  differently.  Believing  that  there  was  as 
mtMb  intelligeBce,asmnch  vigilanceand  patriot- 
ism, in  the  country  ifaeo'as  there  is  oow,  lam 
inclined  to  think  that  bad  there  been  real  caosc 
of  alarm,  it  wopld,  according  to  the  usual  coarse 
of  .things,  have  been  manifested  when  the  safaject 
was  new ;  and  when  the  puhlio  attention  was  im- 
mediately directed  to  it. 

Since  the  establishment  of  ike  bank  several 
laws  have  passed  for  ib«  punishment  of  frauds  ia 
ceanierfeitiDg  their  notes ;  one  of  them  onder  the 
late  AdmiDistration.  If  ihe  incorporaliaa  act  was 
uneonslilttliooal,  cou!d  any  person  be  panished 
for  counterfeiting  tbe  notes  of  the  bank  7  A  per- 
tOD  accused  must  be  indicted  for  having  made  or 
counter fsiied  a  aole  or  notes  purporting  to  be  the 
act  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank.  If 
the  law  is  unconstiiutionsl,  then  in  legal  consiruc- 
tioolherCBrenoBuch  persons  j  and  as  well  might 
the  accused  be' convicted  of  forging  a  note  on 
some  fictitious  person,  as  the  note  of  a  bank  when 
none  such  existed.  How  has  it  happened  ihatiit 
all  the  trials  which  have  taken  place,  this  inge- 
nious discovery  has  never  been  made  1  The 
counsel,  always  sufficienily  vigilant  in  the  cause 
in  whicb  ihey  are  engaged,  have  never  pretended 
lo  quesiion  the  legal  existence  of  the  bank,  ia- 
volved.in  the  constitutionality  of  ihe  incorpora- 
lioQ  acL  The  courts,  composed  of  tbe  mosi  ea- 
ligbtened  men,  and  of  different  political  parties, 
sworn  to  support  the  Constitution,  have  consigDed 
ibe  reputations  of  men  to  Insting  disgnce,  and 
incarcerated  them  within  the  coaGoes  of  loatb- 
some  prisons,  where  they  have  been  soffered  to 
remain  for  years  ;  when  a  single  breath  from  tbe 
Executive  would  have  released  them,  which  it 
was  his  bouaden  duty  to  do,  had  the  act  been  con- 
sidered as  un constitutional. 

Many  of  the  public  acts  of  the  Qoveninienl 
might  be  cited  to  prove  the  frequent  and  uniform 
recognition  of  the  validity  of  the  incorporaiioo; 
but  I  will  dot  fatigue  the  House  with  meniioning 
but  oDe  olher.  As  recently  as  Ibe  extra  session 
in  1809,  you  authorized  ibeCommisstooenof  the 
8inkingFuiidioboirowmoiiey  from  the  Bank  o 
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the  United  S rates  oa  thecKditof  the  QorerB- 
menl.  If  the  iocorporatioa  i«  ioTalid,  then  ihrre 
it  DS  corporile  captcity  in  the  pmidcDt  and  di- 
lYciors,  and  (he;  faave  do  power  to  tEiake  a  eoo- 
tnct  to  huD  ibfl  mODejr  of  the  slockholden. 

The  Decesaiiy  of  a  Nok  to  carry  oa  the  opera- 
tioui  of  ibe  GoveramaDt  leemi  to  bav«  been  ad- 
miiied  by  all  who  hare  spoken  in  opposition  to 
■  be  biUoD  yout  table.  But  iliey  hars  insiatad 
thai  ■  bank  created  hj  tbc  Uaitn)  Sum  is  not 
necessary,  btoanse  the  Stale  bank*  will  afford  us 
the  Mme  conTeniencies.  This  admission,  in  my 
humble  concepiioD,  eompleiely  sarrenders  ibe 
^aestioQ.  Ifa  bank  i>  DeoesMry.asinstfnmenlal 
to  gire  effect  lo  our  Sic^l  coocenis,  un^hi  itnot 
to  b«  completely  ooder  oor  direction  1  Is  the  in- 
■trument  to  (govern  the  baud  that  employs  it,  or 
the  bftnd  the  instTameoil  The  Biaie  banks  are 
toder  ibe  control  of  ibe  Stale  authorities,  who 
■iny  permit  tfa^n  to  aceommodale  us  or  oot,  as 
(hsy  plesse.  Can  it  be  seriousiy  eonceired  tbat 
this  is  Ibe  kind  of  QoreiameDt  the  people  intended 
to  estahliah  for  the  grMi  eoDccros  of  this  Union, 
which  is  to  be  dependent  on  the  Stales  for  the 
rzeeuiion  of  its  power  T  Ii  might  as  well  be  con* 
tended  that  we  QSTe  no  right  lo- appoint  the  eol- 
leelonofour  re venne,  because  thoM  appointed  by 
Ibe  State*  to  co)le«t  ikair  uses  would  answer  all 
the  purposes  necessary. 

Bui  the  honorable  meraber  from  New  York 
(Mr.  Pobteb)  hat  said  that  thereis  nothing  new 
in  the  doctrine  that  iie  abonld  be  dep«adeot  on 
ibe  Slates  for  the  execution  of  our  measures,  be- 
cause ibe  same  principle  ^appears  on  ibe  faee  of 
the  CoQstituiion,  ifait  the  agency  of  the  States  is 
leqniaile  in  the  election*  ot  Senators,  Represen- 
Ulives,  and  Electors.  Was  ibis  argument  eren 
apposite,  J  should  suppose  it  a  correct  noiwer  to 
say.  that  the  intention  of  those  who  inMiinied  the 
GorefomeDl  was  lo  confine  the  ngency  of  the 
Stales  Id  ibn  case  expressly  staled  }  «Dd  the  pres* 
»nt  not  being  oo«  of  them,  our  own  disoraiion 
wasaloaeto  beeonsuliedandourmeaDsempIoyed. 
BdI  theargament  basniteonDexion  with  ins  sab- 
jeel.    We  are  dependrai  upon  the  3ia(«s  and  ihe 

EDple  for  the  orgiolxaiion  of  the  OorammeDt ; 
I,  wheneTCr  it  Is  organized,  we  aredependent 
npon  out  own  means  to  gire  eSect  to  our  powers. 
As  well  might  Ibe  honorable  member  hare  eon> 
tended  that  we  are  dependent  on  the  sheriffs  of 
Virginia,  who  hold  the  eleciions  and  make  the 
leiutns.  and  wiihoai  whose  agency  no  reprewn- 
taiioD  could  exist  from  that  Slate  on  this  floor. 

The  argument  which  admits  the  nteessity  of  a 
iMnk  for  the  purposes  of  ihis  Goremmeni.  but 
which  contests  oat  rigbi  to  create  one,  because 
that occetsitf  issnpplied  by  ihe  Siaie  iostiintions, 
leads  to  the  Terv  excmorainary  conclusion,  that 
what  is  nQconaiitutional  to-day  may  be  eoastiiu- 
tiooal  lo-morrow.  If  the  States  should  nbolrah 
their  banks,  or  prohibit  tbem  from  aOcommoda- 
ling  US,  we  woold  bare  the  right  to  erect  them 
oviselres ;  bnt  so  long  as  tbat  is  noi  the  case  wa 
hare  not  the  power.  Can  anything  show  in  a 
stronger  light  the  ntenabte  position  which. geor 
tletnen  occupy,  than  ibe  necessity  which  compel* 


them  to  edrance  argnmenis  which  will  make 
ihia  Coostituiioo  (intended  as  the  sirong  bond  of 
Union,  the  tame  al  all  limes  «nd  under  ell  cir- 
cUTDSiMices)  a  flexible  instrument  to  be  contracted 
or  extended ,'  to  be  feeble  or  strong,  as  the  capriee 
of  Slate  power  may  direct  1  Gall  this  what  yon 
will,  sir,  It  is  in  reality  nothing  more  than  theold' 
d«bilitared,  miserabia  system  of  the  Confedera' 
lion.  That  a  bank  is  necetnry  for  the  adminis- 
iraiion  of  the  national  finanees  is  no!  onlyadmil- 
ted  by  the  opponeni*  of  this  bill,  bui  tested  and 
confirmed  by  the  ezperleDceof  other  countries  as 
well  as  our  own;  Does  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  in  bj«  reports  on  ihis  subject  propose  lo 
manlge  oar  money  concerns  wilhoot  the  aid  of 
any  bank,  in  the  even  t  of  a  dissolution  of  ihe  Bank 
of  the  United  Suies  t  Snch  an  idea  has  not  eii>- 
tered  into  his  imagination,  or  that  of  any  othei 
man  who  bas  the  most  distant  tirelensions  to  any 
praelieel  knowledge  nn  the  snbjecL  Sir,  it  is  ib» 
instrumentality  ofihe  State  banks  that  tnust  and 
is 'contemplated  to  be  resorted  lo  in  that  ereal; 
and  the  Secretary  'peaks  and  writes  of  the  sub- 
jeet  in  that  way.  That  a  bank  is  "absolutely 
necesaary"  I  will-  not  pretend  to  say.  There  u 
scareely  anything  efieeied  br  hnraan  power  whera 
there  is  a  physics!  trapossEbdity  to  doit  but  in  one 
way,  or  but  by  a  single  mean.  The  necessity  of 
whioh  I  apeak  is  this,  that  it  is  more  conTenient, 
mot«  prompt,  more  certain,  and  less  expentire 
than  any  system  ibat  can  be  subsiiiaied,  to  col- 
lect our  rerende;  lo  safely  keep  our  money;  to 
pay  our  debts;  to  support  oar  Armies  and  Naties ; 
and  in  fact,  to  gire  effect  to  erery  operation  in 
which  money  is  eoneemed.  Bir,eTen  the  incon- 
venience arisii^[  from  the  expense  and  haxard  of 
iransmiulng  large  sums  of  money  to  dlitant  parts 
crt'tbe  Uaios,  when  themiliitry  or  ether  concerns 
of  ihe  Qorernmeni  require  it,  is  reryeoosiderable; 
through  the  agency  of  the  back  it  is  done  without 
one  single  cent  expense,  and  wiibout  anyriskto 
ibe  United  States.  The  iDalrumenlalily  of  a 
bank  was  deemed  proper  at  this  lime,  when  the 
fiscal  macerns  of  ibis  Gorarnment  were  compar- 
Biirely  bat  very  limited.  Congress  under  the 
Confederation  found  it  neoessary  to  hare  the  aid 
of  tncb  an  iattitiUion,  notwithstanding  they  had 
not  the  power  lo  -  lay  and  collect  taxes^  and 
that  necessity  gare  birth  to  the  Bank  of  Nortk 

From  the  principles  for  which  I  contend  and 
the  uniform  practice  of  (he  Oovern'ment,  this  in- 
ference i*  deducible;  tbat  whererei  a  power  ia 
giren  lo  do.nn  act  or  to  legislate  upon  a  subject, 
all  the  means,  whether  remote  or  direct,  to  ac- 
complish the  object  in  any  manner  deemed  beat, 
accompany  the  grant.  If  this  be  correct,  bare 
not  Congress  the  right,  under  the  power  to  "  bor- 
row money,"  lo  adopt  precautionary  measure*, 
BO  thai  a  capacity  lo  lend  may  exist,  when  Ibe 
necessity' to  norrow  requires  it?  "To  borrow" 
snms  of  sufficient  macnilude  for  ibe  exigencies 
ef  the  Oorernment,  in  a  country  where  there  ja 
very  liiile  capital  free  from  employment  in  the 
ordinarr  pursuits  of  life,  may  be  rery  diffieull, 
nnleas  ttsiinaU  lorplnstcs  teatttred  through  eTery 
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part  cBobeunited.  Thi*  leDdtncf  banliiDK  iosii- 
tniioBs  hive  in  ta  erainetit  dvgrFe.  Usder  the 
power  <[> ''r«gul|[c  commerce,"  Congress  hare 
cberi«bed  «Dd  prutecltd  ibona  wboae kbor coQiri- 
buled  10  iia  •ucceu.  Under  ihe  power  <o  icsu- 
lalF  tnde  with  the  Indiin  tribe*,  ihejr  Imtb  fyr* 
niihed  all  ilie  mesD*  lo  carrf  oa  ihai  trade;  aod 
why  Doi,  uoder  the  power  lo  "twrrow  money," 

,  inoorporftie  a  bank,  which,  w^ile  it  create*  the 
ability  oa  the  pan  of  the  initiituiioa  to  loan,  br 
oniiinff  the  funds  of  rainy,  may  be  to  modified, 
a*  in  lEe  bill  on  your  table, as  to  make  itaeoodi- 
lion  that  ahall  do  «o,  when  the  secauitiM  of  (ha 
Quvernment  require  iti 

Sir,  of  the  fffeci*  whleh  the  dinolntion  oTlba 
Bsnk  ol  the  United  Stales  will  bare  oa  (be  e<»D< 
nunity,  1  am  perbapi  incapable  of  formiegr  a  eui- 
lect  judgment,  ai  1  do  not  profsM  to  have  any 
Tery  eitensive  pneiicat  knowledge  of  banking. 
But  it  apprars  to  m«,  withoat  resorting  lo  any 
triifleiBi  means,  judging  only  by  ibe  rules  of  com- 
■BOD  sense,  ibai  ibey  must  be  very  serioiu,  and 
even  ealamiEous.  Id  a  society  like  ettrs,'xompar' 
aiiTcly  yet  in  iia  tDfini  stale,  1  pmume  iicaonot 
be  asseiied,  with  the  ippearaDce  of  irutb,  thai 
tkere  is  a  greateT  floaliog  ospilal,  or  a  (realcr 
portion  of  eirculaitog  medium  than  its  necessi- 
ties rrqaite.  Withdrewlng  thin  from  pubtie 
■■e  fiftern  millions  of  dollai*.  at  leaai  oiu  third 
of  ibe  wbole  money  capital  of  (he  United  Scales, 
(which  it  matters  not  wbeiber  it  is  in  specie,  «r 
naper  answering  the  pnrpoKS  of  specie)  must  be 
(ell  iia  rety  great  ioconvenieiice.  The  product* 
of  the  cooQiry  must  dimlaihb  in  price,  becsuee 
their  value  according  to  the  present  standard 
will  be  much  greater  than  the  snioaDt  of  money 
(o  purchase.  One  of  two  things  seems  to  me  in- 
e*ittible,eiiber  thai  a  great  poilion  of  the  domts- 
lie  prod-Jce  will  be  inactive  on  ourfaands,  or  that 
the  whole  will  iii&k  in  value  to  a  level  with  thri 
amouDi  of  money  to  purchase. 

The  mrrchaais  will  more  immediilely  feel  the 
baneful  effects  of  the  dissolaiion  of  ihe  bank. 
Their  situaiioD  is  at  thi;  ticne  pecnliarly  embar- 
nsaiog.  Their  property  to  a  rery  large  auouiii 
bas  been  conilscaied,  sequestered,  or  detained  for 
adjudioaiion,  in  Europe,  in  coDceqtienee  of  the 
netarlous  measures  adopted  by  foreign   Powers 

'  sgiiast  out  eomraercr ;  and  a  ^eat  ponion  is  ly- 
ing loactire  in  their  warehuui>e:<  for  the  want  of 
■  aafemarkei  towbiehioseod  it.  .  Having  &iled 
in  receiving  their  eapected  means  by  remittanaea 
from  abroad,  to  enable  tbem  to  comply  with  their 
•Dgagemeois,  ihey  require  more  tbnn  ever  the 
.aecommodaiioD  which  banks  can  unly  afford. 
Disappointed  In  that,  ruin  must  iiisre  them  in 
ibe  lace,  thoogh  they  may  be  abundantly  solveai; 
a  general  if  oot  a  uoiveisal  bankruptcy  will  en- 
ane,  whiob,  while  it  falls  immediately  on  themer- 
eanlile  chssea,  uliimately  affects  every  depart- 
ment of  society.  For  nothing  is  more  'obvious 
(I  wisb  i*  Tat  better  understood)  than  that  tbe 
B&irs  of  ibis' community  are  so  cloaely  inter' 
woven  ibat  do  material  injury  can  be  done  loaay 
ouegreai  national  pursuit,  wiihonr  finally  affeet- 
ipg  every  other.    From  Ibis  impending  ruio  aome 


may  fly  for  shelter  tothe  money  capitalists,  wbo 
reserve  their  means  to  prey  on  the  misfortunes 
and  calamities  of  their  country,  and  borrow  at 
esorbiiaul  premiums :  but  thougb  this  laay  parry 
tbe  evil,  it  it  calcoUted   to  make  it  the  more 

But  we  are  told  that  tbe  wants  of  the  merchuU 
can  and  will  be  dupplied  by  tbe  other  bank*.  It 
may  be  so;  but  reasoning  as  1  rou«t  withoat  ibe 
aid  of  the  mysterious  elements  of  logic  (for  (key 
are  perfectly  so  to  me)  resorted  lo  by  tfaoae  wbo 
pretend  to  praeiical  knowledge^  guided  only  by 
the  rujes  of  common  sense,  I  stioiild  come  to  a 
differant  coactuei«n.  I  should  suppose  that  ia  the 
preaeai  difficnliaod  embarrassed  state  of  ournm- 
mercc  the  whole  banking  capital  in  tb«  Unitel 
States  ia  saarcely  oompctenl  to  supply  the  neeea- 
sities  of  the  country;  that  withdrawing  more 
ihaa  oaa  third  most  leave  a  great  deficiency, 
wbich  will  not  only  have  the  eSsei  of  leaving 
those,  accustomed  to  be  acoommadaied  by  the 
Bank  of  ibe  United  States  and  ita  faranclsea,  with- 
out any  accommodalioo,  bat  tend  to  diaifltab  the 
discounts-of  the  other  banks.  Sir,  ihia  resaJi  is 
very  obvious.  The  great  capital,  large  d^Butes^ 
extensive  ciedil,  aod  circalaiion  of  ha  paper,  ena- 
bled ibe  BaokofiheUniied  Suies  and  iubranehea 
frooi  lime  lo  time,  in  the  usual  ooara*  of  business, 
to  have  conaideranle  claims  oo  the  other  banks, 
as  balancea  arising  from  (he  inierooursc  beiweea 
them,  which  in  ordinary  tunes  under  the  iufla- 
eoce  of  an  accommodating  spirit  are  either  not 
rigorously  eiaeted,  or  received  in  paper.  Bat 
when  tbe  affairs  of  this  insiiiulion  are  to  be  finally 
closed,  thoie  balances  musi  be  paid  in  speeie,aDd 
ihe  specie  of  the  other  banks  will  of  eoarae  dimin- 
ish i  ihey  must  then  either  curiail  ibeir  discoaolL 
or  haxard  their  credit  by  leaving  a  surplus  o[ 
paper  in  circulatkw  beyond  the  usual  means  (o 
redeem  il;  even  lite  su&picioa  of  which  prwleot 
and  experienced,  men  will  never  encounter. 

Against  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  prejo-  « 
dices  have  been  excited  and  clamors  ratted  in 
every  shape  and  in  every  (one.  It  has  been  said 
to  be  a  deadly  viper  lodged  in  onr  boaom,  which 
at  sometime,  if  suffered  lo  lire,  will  sting  us  lo  the 
heart;  faicy  bat  eoDveried  it  into  a  poliiieal  en- 
gine which  will  sDbverl  our  liberties;  an  associ- 
siioD  of  men  who  will  prostrate  ourQovernmenL 
Sir,  had  I  DDihiag  t«  direct  but  my  itaagiaaiion, 
1  night  perhaps  be  drawn  iaio  ibis  roriei  of  (er^ 
tor;  bat  ihere  ia  a  much  safer  guide  at  hand. 
These  dreadful  apprehension*  have  airesdy  been 
esposed,  by  the  bonorable  member  from  Kenincky 
(Mr.  Mc£Bt)  who  to  eloqueally  ihe  other  day 
referred  lo  Ibe  experience  of  the  country  as  a  con- 
clntire  answer.  It  is  ihe  best  test  of  iha  e&eet  of 
an  insiiiuiioD.  I  would  not  give  one  single  yeai'* 
expeneoee  fur  all  the  tpeculatioos  of  all  the  phi- 
losophers and  poliiieiao*  that  ever  existed ;  by  its 
salutary  precepts  let  the  present  question  be 
judged.  It  will  be  seen  that  this  preieoded  riper 
li  an  harmless  aaimaj ;  that  our  liberiies  and  oui 
Governmeni  have  been  preserved,  and  our  nros- 

Sriiy  has  increased  amidst  the  operaiioosof  thia 
neieil  dreadful  eagioe.    Sir,  it  iriU  be  furUiw 
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Bank  of  the  IMttd  State*, 


■eeB  that  tbe  btsk,  n^th  all  Its  inflaeDce  in  Tbt^t 
•f  [he  nwo  formerlr  in  power,  could.  nolBTett' tbe 
etiao^  whicb  took  plan  In  the  public  couoeils 
«f  this  couDiry.  After  all  this,  let  me  ask  ererf 
ratioDal  inao  what  danger  is  to  be  ai^reheaded 
from  tbeir  opposliion  lo  tbe  QoTernment,  wheo 
theiMid  and  their  friendihip  produced  so  littls 
•ieclT  The  faoi  i«,ibal  praeticallr  the  bmk  must 
■IwBVsbe  frieadlf  to  the  OoTernnieBt,  whtterer 
may  oe  the  abstract  opiaions  of  tbe  indiTiduali 
-composiDg  the  slockh older*. 

Some  M  the  ari^uioeDts  (or  rather  anerttoas) 
which  have  beenuuered  oa  ihisfloor.'aie  straoge- 
ly  inconiisteDL  At  one  time  it  is  said  that  the 
capital  of  ihiv  hank  isi  mostly  the  property  of  for- 
«ign  stockholders,  who  thns  have  improper  rafiu- 
«iice  ia  this cotiDtry,  which  onehi  to  be  OMtroyeil 
by  putting  down  the  bank.  When  it  issiated  by 
toe  Iniaofi  of  this  bill  that  it  will  be  a  great  pub- 
lic incotiveDieiiee  that  upwards  of  sevea  millions' 
of  dollars  in  specie  ahoald  be  taken  out  of  tbe 
eoBDtrjr  so  »iiddenly,  Ihs  umi:  genilemen  tell  m 
4ba(  that  will  not  be  the  case,  for  that  i^e  foreiei 
stockholilers  will  vest  their  monef  in  other  banlti 
in  the  United  States.  Ia  this  the  way  by  whiih 
-we  are  to  get  clear  of  foreign  inflneone,  by  drif- 
iDg  it  fiom  its  present  eoaoncd  sfiuatiBB,  ibal  it 
may  be  infusitd  iota  every  concern  ia  this  eeiin' 
try,  and  corrapt  eTCty  part  of  the  body  politic  1 
Forei^  stockholder!  either  have  undue  and  ira' 
UTOper  in&uenoe  injurinas  u>  our  welfare,  or  they 
lave  not  If  not,  why  this  clamor,  nosapporied 
by  any  real  danger?  If  they  have,  is  It  not  aoft- 
loonliog  tbe  enl  by  exMuding  the  curela  of  its 
operations  1 

So  much  has  been  said  aboal  the  inproper  in- 
'  flaence  which  forei^sera  have  ia  oar  country  on 
account  of  their  beii^  alockbolden  of  this  faank, 
tliat  it  merits  a  mote  minute  inquiry;  directed 
not  by  prejudice,  bat  by  common  sense,  and  gor- 
eraed  not  by  austtion  but  by  fact.  On  looking 
aaio  the  act  incorporating  the  bank,  I  diieoTei 
that  no  person  but  a  citizen  of  the  United  %at« 
■can  be  a  director;  that  foreign  stoekhoideis  have 
no  rif ht  to  vote,  eiibet  in  person  or  by  proxy,  for 
directors.  Now,  I  would  ask,  without  any  of 
those  privileges,  how  is  ibis  foreiga  jnfluence  pot 
in  motion  1  Through  what  channel  is  it  com- 
manicaled  7  Sir,  (he  influence  ia  the  other  way, 
if  Boy.  These  men  have  their  interest  commit- 
ted to  the  care  and  control  of  our  Gtoveromeot 
and  our  citizens,  and  so  long  as  men  feet' an 
affection  for  their  iotetest,  so  long  sbmeihing  like 
influence  arising  from  this  circumstance  may  be 

The  mere  employment  of  foreign  capital,  ia- 
ateid  of  beio^  an  injury,  is  a  real  benefit  to  tbe 
coaotiy.  It  implies  a  want  of  a  domestic  capi- 
tal cocKiensive  with  oaf  necessities,  as  it  is  one 
of  the  first  axioms  in  political  economy,  that  suf- 
£cieaily  extensive  domestic  tneana  will  exclude 
the  employment  of  foreign ;  and,  therefbtf ,  the 
existence  of  a  foreign,  is  proof  nf  the  deficiency 
of  tbe  doibestie  eapitat.  If  this  idea  is  cotrect, 
the  beneficial  effects  are  alone  apparent.  The 
foreign  cnpitsliti  lends  us  hh  money,  for  whiab 


m  draws  «iaat  par  'Cent,  as  a  diTidend.  whNB 
yields  us  iwMve  or  fifteen;  and  tbe (riMeney  it 
has  to  promote  the  wealth  of  the  nation  may  he 
eietnpliSed  by  supposing  the  case  of  an  indirid- 
nal,  who -borrows  money  at  six  per  cent.,  which, 
by  applying  its  ose  to  proper  object',  yields  hiia 
iwelvf.  It  wonid  make  no  difference  to  such  an 
individual  whether  the  person  loaning  was  a  for- 
eipaer  or  a  citizen ;  he  had  furnished  the  menai 
which  made  him  rich,  while  without  them  ha 
might  have  remtined  poor.  So  it  ia  with  this 
nation ;  we  have  grown  wealthy  from  a  compar- 
atively pool  state;  in  this  change  the  employ- 
ment of  Aireigo -capital  ha*  had  great  ageitcy. 

It  lias  been  alleged  againai  this  bank  that  h 
confines  its  selection  nf  direeiors  to  one  political 
party,  as  wril  as  its  accommodations.  A*  to  the 
political  complexion  of  those  whi)  manage  tbe 
eoneerns  of  this  institution,  I  have  no  jtersoDal 
kimwiedge ;  tUe  faet  may  be  as  ststed.  Withont 
appTovinjr  of  this  ooilrse,  which  I  by  no  means 
do,  1  iooneeive  ibat,  in  all  money  associatioDs, 
those  interested  may  safely  be  trasied  to  manage 
"  their  own  affair*  in  their  own  wiy."  Tbe  stata- 
men,t  that  the  bank  confines  its  ben«4ia  tn  its  own 
party,  if  true,  cerlsinly  ihorws  intolerance,  and 
would  be  with  me  highly  nbjecliooable.  But  I 
have  great  reasons  to  douhi  the  fact.  I  have 
been  told  by  one  of  the  directors  of  the  office  of- 
discount  and  draoaite  at  Baltimora,  that  more 
than  one-half  of-  the  amottni  of  discoonts  was 
granted  there  to  persons  of  opposite  political  sen- 
timents from  the  direelion,  and  as  nothing  bat 
snapicion  and  surmise  hare  been  pffered  in  »np- 
port  of  the  impntalioo,  I  am  induced  to  believe 
thai,  as  it  respects  other  niaees,  it  i*  equally  ob- 
fennded.  These  thing*,  nowever,  If  even  true. 
would  have  ■»  effect  on  my  vote  on  the  pre 
question ;  f<M^  If  tl 
affect  AOt  the  p  ' 
managemeoL 

I  have  (letained  yoq  longer  than  I  intended. 
My  apolwy  for  oecnpyiog  so  rnueh  of  yoar  time 
must  be  ion  id  in  the  great  interest  which  this 
question  is  calculated  lo  excite;  a  question  Ott 
which  I  confess  my  opinion  heretofore  inclined 
tbe  other  wsy ;  it  wa)k  however,  like  many  opin- 
ions, formed  without  a  ihorouga  investigation. of 
the  object. 

Permit  me,  in  conclusion,  once  more  to  direct 
your  atteotioo  to  a  subject  of  the  first  impor- 
tance, on  which  I  have  already  made  some  re- 
marks. 1  mean  the  partialities  which  bare  been 
lif^ted  for  Stste  rights  and  Slate  i)retentioas. 
This  subject  has  been  preseoted  to  us  in  the  most 
lively  and  interesting  color*.  To  pass  tbe  bill 
table  has  been  deprecated  as  leading  to 
s  with  the  State  authorities— to  discord 
1  war.  Sir,  if  we  have  arrived  at  that 
point  when  it  becomes  necessary  to  inquire  whit 
will  ftlease  the  Sistes,  and  what  acts  they  will 
permit,  instead  of  what  i*  right;  then,  indeed, 
nor  proceedings  (and  even  is  out  existence) 

iserabie  mockery.    If  wo  cannot  be  permitted 

to  think  for  ourselves,  it  is  much  better  to  close 
our  doors  iced  go  home.    If  we  cannot  act  tade- 


<M^  If  the  objeetiofls  are  valid,  they 
e  priaeiplea  of  the  institution,  imt  its 
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Procetding: 


peDdeollf,  bat  only  in  ib«  ebaraatcr  of  humble 
mitrumapii,  it>  regUter  tbe  irill  of  oibers.  let  nt 
not  act  al  all.  1  coDceiveit  ■  duty  equaLly  iis- 
perioua,  from  which  I  have.tiheb  acokniD  oath 
not  10  dppart,  lo  oppoie  ihe  eDBfonebmniii  of  the 
Sialci,  «£  I  do  not  wiih  to  encroach  oo  ibm.  It 
u  ■■  eiseotial  ihac  we  Ehould  eiereiie  (be  powers 
eonfided  lo  ui,  UDinflueDced  by  ihrm,  ■«  u  ii  ibil 
tbey  thouldeterciieihoiereierTed  lolheni,  with- 
out being  influeoctd  by  n*. 

If  it  i»  leriously  wi^ntd  ibat  IhiB  Uorernineat 
CDtl  tbiaUDioD  ufaould  be  pte*eif ed,  rt  i»  time 
that  (be  tpiiit  of  eacrDiehmenl  and  coDtrol  ai- 
tamed  by  ume  of  ihe  Stales  nhould  be  di&eoiii^ 
aged.  If  it  ii  suffered  to  gain  ttrengtb  by  our 
compliance  or  acquierceoce,  it  will  ultimaicly 
•iibrei't  ibai  liberiy  and  independenee  pnTcbaied 
by  ihe  blood  of  our  beit  patriot*.  Here  i*,  in- 
deed, a  viper,  much  more  deadly  iban  the  one 
fancied  by  the  honorable  memMT  from  New 
York,  (Mr.  PoaTCn,)  which,  if  f  ou  do  not  expel 
it  from  your  boK>«,  will  surely  tting  you  lo  the 
bean — iiiog  you  to  de»h.  The  experience  of 
the  [WO  or  ibree  last  yean  Mnctioos  the  appre- 
bentioD  that  ibe  Keda  of  diaonioo  will  be  town 
by  tbe  Siaie  authoiiiiei.  There  i*  no  well- 
grounded  fear  that  any  eocreuhmenti  by  nion 
Ine  StaXcB  can  «Ter  be  anecewful ;  ihey  have 
many  meant  to  reuet  ihem  ;  they  who  adminit- 

'   ihe   Stale  governmenii  are  comparetiifely 


BUmeroui  and  diipened  through  every  part  of 
the  community ;  heooe,  tbev  wHl  always  be  able 
to  colled  to  ibemielvea  anii  to  thcii 


greater  portion  of  popularity  than  we  hate  in  oar 
power.  Tbe  distance  of  many  paru  from  thr 
'  opeiaiiODi  of  this  Qovrrnmeni,  and  the  nature  of 
our  powers,  create  jealousy.  If  to  these  causes 
are  added  fear  aod  imbecility  ua  our  fwri,  the 
bonds  which  unite  us  must  become  every  day 
more  enfeebled,  until  ibis  Union  shall  be  de- 
stroyed. A  UnioiQ  ia  which  is  iar()l*ed  cverv- 
thing  dear  tofteemeo,  and  which  I  bad  fbndfy 
hoped  would  endure  to  tbe  end  of  time. 

The  HoDM  adjourned  witboat  taknig  a  qoca- 
tion  oD  tbe  motion. 

WKOKEflOAT,  January  23. 

Another  member,  to  wil;  from  Virginia,  Jobh 
BiHnot-pa,  appeared  and  took  bit  seat. 

Mr.  £ppEa,  from  tl^ie  Commiilee  of  Ways 
Means,  presented  a  bill  lo  amend  an  aci,  eoiiiled 
"An  act  lo  regulate  aoil  fix  the  compensitio 
clerki,  and  to  reculate  the  Isyiag  out  cer 
public  roads,  and  for  other  purpoMs;"  which 
read  iwice  aod  commilled  lo  a  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  MoBROw,  from  theCommilteeon  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  made  a  report  oO  ibe  memorial  of  the 
Legialaiure  of  the  lodiana  Territory,  referred 
on  ihe  seventh  iottani ;  which  was  read,  and  the 
lesotuiion  iherein  coulained  concurred  ia  by  the 
House,  as  follows : 

ReiiUved,  Thai  proyision  ought  lo  be  madi 
\j  law:,  for  the  sale  of  four  quarter  sections  < 
latid  ia  the  Indiana  Territory  to  the  Commia- 


Jawuabt.ISII. 


sioneri  appointed  lo  fix  Ibe.  permwieM  seal  oS 
Oovemment  iherefor,  in  irusi,  for  the  nae  of  ibe 
lid  Territory,  al  tbe  Mme  price  fur  whieb  oih«r 
public  lands  are  toll). 

Ordered,  That  the  Commfliee  on  the  Pubfie 
Lands  do  prepare  and  bring  in  a  IhII  pumiaat  lo 
tbe  Mid  reioloiion. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  same  coma  it  Ice,  also 
made  a  repart  on  aoother  {leiittoD  of  the  Legi*- 
laiare  of  Ihe  Indiana  Territory,  referred  oo  lb* 
iwenty-Grst  ioitani;  which  was  read,  and  the 
resolution  therein  contained  concurred  in  by  ihe 


Hoi 


B  folloi 


Rtaidiitd,  That  the  prayer  of  the  pciiiioaara 
oujrbt  not  to  be  granted. 
Od  motion  of  Mr.  McKsn, 
Ordtred,  That  the  memorial  of  Witlian  Lam- 
bert, of  Viif  inia,  presented  ibe  iweniy-serenib of 
December,   1809,  be  referred   lo  a  select  coin- 
Messrs.  McKeb,  OARnamGR,  Tdbiibr.  Mit- 
oniLt.,and  Qui  not,  were  appointed  the  said  eam- 

Mr.  Root,  from  the  Committee  of  CJaira^ 
presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lientenaoi  Co%- 
onal  Willinm  Dent  Beale ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  cotnmilted  lo  a  Cbraiaiitee  of  the  Whde  on 
Friday  next. 

Mr.  McKiM  also  presented  a  petition  of  toadry 
mechanics,  mannfacmrpr^  and  traders,  of  Balti- 
more, praying  the  Tcoewal  of  the  United  Slatea' 
Bank  pharter ;  which  was  ordered  lo  lie  on  the 
table. 

Tht  bill  from  tbe  Senate,  entitled  "An  aci  eon- 
cerniag  ibe  communication,  by  water,  along  ihe 
Norifaero  eonfioes  of  ibe  United  Slate*,  and  for 
other  purpotes,"  was  read  twice,  and  commilleri 
to  a  Coraniiiiee  of  the  Whole  on  Tuesday  ne». 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  (» 
iDcorporaie  the  Union  Bank  of  Georgetown,** 
wat  read  twice,  and  Gommiiied  to  the  Conmitiee 
of  (he  Whole  on  the  bill  concerning  the  Bank  of 
Aiexandiia. 

Mr.  MiTCHiLL  offered  lo  the  Houne  of  Repre- 
sentflllves  the  report  of  tbe  select  commillee,  to 
whom  was  referred,  on  the  19ih  January,  1811, 
the  memorial  of  Jotm  Bioren,  W.  John  Duane, 
and  R.  G.  Wetghimsn: 

"The  memorislisls  inform  Congrew  that  Ihey  mcdi* 
tale  a  new,  mstbodjca],  and  corrected  edition  of  oor 
nstionat  law,  consisting  of,  I.  All  the  public  acts  now 
in  force.  %■  The  decisions  of  the  national  coiiil<  tliars- 
on.  3.  Tresliea  and  conTeDiioni  with  fbreigii  nsliona 
and  the  Indian  tribes.  4.  Titles  of  all  the  Katntes 
npealed,  obsolrtc,  and  eipired.  5.  More  eiplidi  mar- 
ginal notes  and  reftrences.  t.  Particolar  and  gvaetal 
indexes  (o  the  iawa.  7.  A  Mparale  index  lo  the  mat- 
ter contained  in  Ihe  note*.  The  whnJa  to  be  cmn- 
prieed  la  five  Totames  rayal  oetava 

'•  Tm  Hut  CMnplstion  of  thia  aidaons  tindei'takiiif, 
Ihey  prapaat  to  eeapioy  the  best  aditoiial  and  ynttt- 
■tonal  means. 

"  In  considering  the  present  inpsitbct  oandition  sf 
ODi  statute  book,  it  is  pleasiDg  to  learn  thai  u  IM- 
preicd  edition  is  mediutwl.  Bj  the  oale  of  the  vol- 
Mnas,  it  nu;  be  conceived  that  the  pnblitbers  will  be 
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•afflcwBtl;  rawwded,  in  the  ordinuj  wa;  of  biuuiM*. 
But  il  iM  aJw  betieied,  Ibtt  il  will  be  oipcdient  to  for- 
nieh  the  public  aflice*,  it  leeit  lo  a  cirtua  sitenC,  with 
Uieae  improTed  copiea.  For  the  purpoM  of  receiving 
tbii  tdTintage,  ■□d  of  eiteaJius.  U  ttie  nrae  time,  • 
portion  of  the  puhlic  patroaege  lo  the  UDiIertakuig, 
the  conmitUe  recommend  the  *doptioti  of  the  ibUaw- 
ing  rfsohition : 

"Raohed,  Thit  the  Secretar;  of  State  be  aiilhoT- 
ixed   to  lUbMribe,  for  and  in   behalf  of  the  DoiUd 

State*,  for copiet  of  Bioren,  Daans,  and  Wetght- 

man'i  eititton  of  the  itatutea,  tiealiea,  and  coaTen- 
tiona:  ProMtd,  The  aama  abaH  be  eiecnted  in  a  oor- 
raet  and  Ekithfnl  maaner,  and  in  a  form  and  of  a  price 
whiefa  he  ahall  appfoui  and  that  Cmgreaa  will,  by 
law,  piDTida  lor  the  pajmant  of  the  aame." 

BANK  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 
Tbe  House  rpsumed  the  eDQ^tderKiiod  of  the 
■iDfiawbed   busiocas.    The   mDiion  for  indediie 
poalponrmeDt  still  under  consideration. 

Mr.  CAAWFoan. — .Mr.  Speaker,  s  aolemn  itn- 
pressioD  of  ihe  dutf  which  1  owe  to  ihe  public, 
and  more  ^rticularljr  to  thai  porlioA  which  I 
more  immediately  repreKBi,  dau  alnhe  induce 
'  mc,  awkwardly  c  iron  ma  lao  ceil  aa  I  am  from  habit, 
la  come  forward  oa  the  pnicDt  ooeaeian ;  or  tap- 
port  me  under  the  embarraKmenl  1  feel,  in  prt- 
•wrniu^  forihcfirai  time  to  deliver  my  eemimeDrs 
on  aqoMtlon  of  gTpat  aaiional  imiioriaaee  before 
a  deliberaiire  assembly.  The  subject  liaTing 
been  already  very  amply  examined,  1  shall  con-' 
fine  my  remarfcs  lo  a  »ery  few  of  the  mo«  promi- 
nent principles  connected  with  Ihe  bill.  In  bo 
doiug,  i  shall  manifest  tay  iaeltaftiion  ratber  than 
my  ahiliiy  to  perform  my  duty.  Indeed,  after  the 
•lequent  and  eoneliuii'e  argument  o(  the  gtotlt- 
man  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Fob'^br,)  on  the  con-' 
aiituiionaliiy  or  the  bill  for  the  renewal  of  the 
ebarierof  the  United  Stales'  Bank,  an jr  fartbtr 
attempt  to  elucidate  thai  part  of  the  subject  may 
appear  equally  unnecessary  and  impertiBcnt. 
But  as  >ome  very' partial  and  Indirect  attempts 
hare  been  made  to  set  aside  hie  argumeut^  1  re- 
quest your  indulgence,  while  I  endeaTor  to  thvet- 
tigate  the  poaitions  relied  on  by  hi*  antagoniais 
aa  a  means  ol  palming  this  couaierfeli  again 
u{ran  tbe  natioo  for  twenty  years  longer.  If,  in 
ihisilisausaioti,  1  depart  from  the  usual  form  of 
addresatng  you,  by  giviog^  ii  somewhat  of  a  eol- 
toquial  form,  I  must  rely  upon  tbe  liberqltty  of 
the  House  for  indulging  ao  unusual  ji  claim  upon 
ihtiratieniiuu. 

Asa  Representative «r  the  people,  then,  I  as- 
iune  what  has  been  called  aa  inclusive  power 
to  establiib  a  hank,  ai  iocidenlal  io  the  power 
gtanied  to  lay  and  caHeci  taxes,  duties,  imposts, 
■nd  eseisei,  by  tbe  Constitution,  io  section  8th, 
article  Ui,  aa  iaeontrovertible.  In  grantipg  this 
power,  it  necessarily  follows,  tbat  1  possess  nil 
tbe  means  necessary  to  carry  such  power  into 
effect.  It  is  left  to  my  discretion  to  employ  the 
best  means  which  o8er  for  that  purpose.  This 
opinian  is  supported  by  article  serenteeDtb  of  ih^ 
same  section,  which  empowers  me  to  make  all 
laws  which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper  for 
eatrying  iato  cxteniioa  the  foiegoiag   powen, 


aud  all  erher  powers  res  led  by  thia'CotistttDtJta  ' 
in  the  Qofernmeot  of  the  United  States,  or  in 
any  department  thereof,  ir,  therefore,  I  coiiaidet 
a  bank  as  AeoeMoi^  and  proper  lo  carry  fnio' 
effect  iha  power  to  lay  aud  collect  taxes,  it  thence 
becomes  a  power  grtnrtDg  out  of  Consiiiutional 
BUihority,  and  it  is  my  duly  to  carry  it  into  eze- 

Here  I  am  ititerrapled  hv  my  constituent,  whO' 
objects,  thai;  I  bare  failed'  in  the  estctblishmeur 
of  my  premises,  aod  in  proving  that  a  bank  ia- 
the  nrost  suiiaUe.  means  totccompNsb  the  end'' 
in  view.  That  many  other  measures  more  ade- 
quate present  tbemaclree  to  his  mindj  and  if 
taxes  may  be  collected  by  safer  end  better  means, 
baolta  heeome,  agreeably  to  your  oitrn  doctriue, 
uutteeessary,  and  therefore  uneoBstituiiooah 

This  objection  I  endeavor  lo  surmoani.  by  al- 
leging that  banks,  by  furnishing  moneys  prDvide 
the  means  of  purchasiog  Ihe  fruits  or  ray  indna- 
tryj  and  thus,  hy  bribging  more  competitors  into 
the  market.  I  am  enabled  to  dispose  of  my  pro- 
dttciioBs  wiib  greater  certainty,  and  at  a  better 
price.  Henoe,  I  am  qualified  to  comply  with  tba  . 
demands  of  GoTernment,  without  seriously  suf- 
EerJDg  from  thepreseure  occasion^  by  such  do- 
mand.  Banks,  therefore,  affording  more  eonvo- 
nient  means  of  paying  taxes,  beeome  necessary 
and  proper  to  their  collection,  and  are  therefore 
Oonitttutional. 

Here,  again,  my  constituent  objects^  tbat  Ibosa 
who  hold  bank  paper  will  not  part  'with  it  with- 
out  adequate  value,  in  produce  or  other  propertjr. 
If  it  should  so  bappeit  that  there  shhll  be  little  ttr 
DO  demand  for  snub  prodnc^  or  property,  ibe 
paper  holder  will  either  refuse  to  exchange  hia 
paper  therefor,  or  reduce  the  price  io  proportion 
lo  the  unAlcable  or  perishable  nature  of  the  eotn- 
modiiiea  offnred.  Nay.  having,  by  his  Gctitibita 
representative,  nearly  traniahed  gold  aud  silver 
from  Ibe  market,  he  may  feel  dispooed  lo  take  on 
undue  advantage  of  this  withdrawn  competi- 
tion;  and  thus  farther  diminish  or  destroy  Ibe 
capacity  to  comply  with  the  pnblie  demands. 
Banks,  therefore,  afford  only  a  problematical  re- 
source oa  which  to  rely  tor  tbe  payment  of  tazesi 
They  are  themselves  the  eSect,  and  not  the 
cause,  of  increased  ootutnercisl  prosperity.    The 


mands,  by  the  eqairalent  given  for  such  produc 
lions.  Bank  paper  stand),  by  ag^reement,  as  the 
sign  only  of  such  equivalent^  and  uoi  as  the  thing 
signiSed,  aud  possessed  of  intrinsic  value.  The 
thing  signiSed  is,  therefore,  atone  essential  lo  the 
payment  of  taxes.  This  is  the  result  of  my  ta- 
bor, or  of  sneh  articles  as  that  labor  has  been 
exchanged  for.  While  there  is  a  demand  for  tba 
product:!  of  ray  labor,  there  will  be  no  deficiency 
of  mean*  to  jwy  taxes.  If  this  demand  oeases, 
bank  paper  will  not  relieve  my  distress.  Banki 
afford,  therefore,  only  a  condtiional,  and  not  aa 
ab«(ilute  meahs,  to  favor  the  laying  and  collect- 
ing of  laves. '  They  are  not  the  besl  which  offer 
as  neceiaary  and  prqper,  and  are,  consequentlyi 
not  CoottilVlionol.    Thiaargumeot  may  bcmora 
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■traaglr  eDforecil  ij  iMcing  it  ihroorh  Id  vari- 
ous rektions  and  leDiiencies.  The  ConalilDiioD 
probibJM  tbe  State  Lr^alataret  from  miking 
tDyibiogsBvegold  or  stiver  a  legal  tead*r.  Henee 
you  may  lofer  tbal  Congreis  possesses  llie  power 
to  ealabliiti  a  Back,  sad  make  iu  paper  a  leg«l 
tender.  For,  if  [hey  possets  a  power  to  eaubllih 
a  bank,  as  a  means  Tor  ihe  Inyiog  and  colieciing 
Mxes,  ihey  rouil  also  ponsess  ibe  meajis  of  mat- 
dag  tacb  bank  paper  efficient.  If  Uiey  poisos  a 
ipower  to  make  bank  paper  a  legal  lender,  to  xap- 
,pott  the  instiiulion  of  a  bank,  ihej  potsess  like- 
-wise  the  Dieaiii  of  enforcing  this  puvrer:  The 
'best  means  of  enfofcing  this  power  is  a  standing 

Coogresa,  therefore,  aeeonliog  to  yoor  doetrine, 
poBsease*  the  power,  lo  the  last  resort,  to  compel, 
4ia,  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  lo  receive  their 
tiank  paper,  as  a  legal  lender;  that  they  mayf  ire 
facility  to  the  layiog  and  collectiDg  of  taxes, 
finch  are  the  daDgeroua  coboluaions  to  which  the 
■dmissioD  of  such  arhitrary  doctrines  neceassnly 
leads— due  Hi  nes^  to  wfatch,  1  trust,  we  will  oei- 
tbei  of  us  submit,  while  life  renuins.  But  I  will 
now  eadeavor  jo  show  thai  you  possess  no  Coa- 
alilQlioDBlauthorityloenforceBUchiyiaanieal  doc- 
trines, lo  article  leoih,  ameadmeau  to  iba  Con- 
stiiutioB,  the  doelrioe  is  expressly  laid  down,  that, 
"  the  powers  not  dslegaitd  hy  ttra  Gonstituiieo  to 
'  tbe  Uoited  States,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the 
*  Stales,  are  reserved  lo  the  States  respcciivelv  or 
'  lo  the  people."  -  But  tbe  potver  to  erect  banists 
no  where  ptobibiied,  by  the  CoDstiiolioo.  lo  the 
Statn;  il  is  therefore  reaetred  by  it  to  the  Statts 
respectively,  or  to  tbe  people.  Cnngress  there- 
fore caoDol  usurp  this  power  over  the  Slates,  so 
eiplieilly  snd  expressly  reserved,  wiiltoula  fla- 

KDt  violeiion  of  this  (aot  an  tnterpolalidn  as  il 
.  been  jcsnilioally  styled,  but}  integral  part  of 
the  CoDsiiiuiioD.  Tbis  opinion  is  caafirmed  by 
■rlicle  ninth,  BmeDdmeDi*  to  the  Csniitiintioo, 
which  declares,  that  the  enumeraiinn  in  the  Con 
atitution  of  certain  rights  shall  not  be  construed 
to  deny,  or  disparage,  others  retained  hy  the  peo- 
ple. But  the  people  hare  Tetatned  the  tight  to 
caiablish  banks— ror  ail  banks  not  delegated  to 
tbe  peeple,or  prohibited  to  the  8i«l«a,  are  reserved 
lo  the  Slate*  respectively,or  tothe  people.  The 
States  and  the  people  bave  exercised  this  right. 
Theii  power  to  do  so  bss  never  been  questioned. 
Every  ailemptio  ezerciee  this  power^on  the  part 
of  CoDgresB,  IS  an  encroachment  on  this  fighl — is 
a  deoial  or  disparagement  thereof}  and  becomes 
thence  a  violation  of  the  Coostitutian.  The 
Stales  are  prohibited  from  making  anything  but 
gold  and  silver  a  legal  tender.  Tbey  poaseat  an 
11D  question  able  right  to  erect  banka — but  they 
cannot  make  ibeir  paper  a  legal  tender.    If  Con- 

K-EB  possesses  tbe  power  to  create  a  National 
nk,  they  are  Dot.  probibiicd  from  makii>g  its 
paper  a  legal  tender.  Tbis.silence'may  be  eon- 
atrued  into  a  pbwer  of  giving  legality  to  ibeic  pa- 
per, by  making  it  a  lender.  It  ntity  ibus  be  ezer- 
cbed  so  as  lo  construe  their  right  intoa  denial  oi 
disparagement  ot  the  rights  Retained  by  the  people. 
If  anydoubls  atiUreniiio  respeelingyoorwajit 


of  CoDstiiotioaal  authority  to  create  a  Naiionil 
Bank,  I  will  proceed  to  satisfy  you  thai  yoa  art 
clothed  with  no  soch  dtngerons  power. 

By  the  Conslilution  you  are  merelr  Ibe  ser- 
'ants  of  the  people,  acting  under  a  specific  power 
if  delegated  trust.  You  are  strictly  limiied  to 
the  powers  therein  delegalfd.  or  tosuchiaeidenial 
powers,  as  are  necessary  ano  proper  to  carry  into 
eXtcutioD  the  foregoing  powers,  mad  all  elbet 
powers  vested  by  this  Constitution  in  the  Govern- 
ment of  tbe  United  Sutes,  or  in  any  depailmeat 
or  office  thmof;  tfaai  is,  you  ahall  poness  all  the 
means  necessary  and  proper,  provided  tbe  powers 
rested  io  you  by  tbe  Consiitaiion  outuoi  be  car- 
ried  into  efibci  without  smb  meaoa;  or  «htre 
your  power  to  use  sucb  means  is  not  dbubtfal  or 
limited.  In  article  fifth  of  tbe  Constitution  «c 
■re  instructed,  that — 

•■ThB  Congress,  whenever  itro-lhirds  of  both  HoBSM 
shall  deem  it  necenary,  shall  propose  amendmcBts  ta 
the  ConatinitioB,  or,  on  the  ipi^ication  of  the  Legiila- 
tarM  of  two-thirdi  of  d>e  several  States,  shall  call  a 
CMivention  for  propotiflB  smeDdmenls,  whid  h  eilba' 
case  ihsll  be  valid  to  all  iiltenta  and  parpota,  as  pari 
at  this  Conatitntton,  whew  tatSad  by  tiutmftmiitm  ot 
tba  several  States,  or  by  etmvMtiws  in  tkw  paria 
thereof,  as  the  on*  or  the  othar  nwde  of  ratifeiliaa  may 
be  propoMd  by  the  Confresa,  previiied  that  os  awapil- 
went  which  Qiij  be  made  prior  to  Ae  year  on*  tboa- 
ssnd  eight  hundied  and  ei^u,  ihslI  in  mij  naniwi 
aSect  tbe  Qnt  and  fourth  clauoaa  in  the  aiath  ssctisD 
of  the  Erst  sttide,  and  that  no  Stste,  wilhout  its  am- 
sen^  diall  be  deprived  of  its  equal  suffrage  in  the  Senate." 


and  guarded  in  proearing  aoT  amead 
raentto  the  cS>Mtiteiian,  will  they  olinly  wit- 
ness a  sxeHleifJtM*  infraction  of  it*  moat  sacrvd 
principles  1  Will  they  permityou,  by  aeonMrne- 
live  ]K>«rer,  to  create  rights  which  deoyordispsr- 
age  ihoM  which  ihcy  have  expressly  resarved  to 
themselves  1  Have  they  not  orderai  vou,  when- 
ever  your  powers  are  dovbiful,  dcfeetire  or  lim- 
ited, to  apply  to  tbciii  for  the  remedy  1  Have 
Ihet  not  explieiilr  provided  tbe  maoner  is  which 
saeh  remedy  shall  be  applied  1  Tbey  have  not 
permitted  you  to  cut  and  carve  for  yoarselres. 
A  power  is  siren  to  lay  and  collect  uxes,  duties, 
imposts,  and  excises.  Yoit  shall  hav«  collecton 
aodexcu«offieer«asincideuiBl  to  their  exeeolion  ; 
you  are  to  provide  llie  isfest  deposites  for  them 
within  your  Constitutional  reach  ;  you  mnsi  pre- 
serve liiem  under  your  perpetual  control  by  eon- 
tract  ;  you  will  be  allowed  atalionery,  store  room, 
and  bouse  rent,  with  every  other  essealial  accom- 
modation; but  as  we  have  reserved  the  power  of 
creating  banks  to  tbe  States  or  tosuiselves,  yon 
can  claim  no  Const iiuiional  power  over  thoni, 
unleai  wiibio  the  district  over  which  we  hate 
given  yoU  exclutiva  legisliiioo:  and  this  power 
you  are  invested  with  merely  as  legislators  for 
that  district,  and  not  io  your  capacity  of  Repre- 
sGDtalives  of  tha  States  respectively,  or  of  tbe 

But  you  cooclnde  tbat  the  qne&tion  of  coasti- 
tutinoality  is  settled  by  precedent,  acquiCMed  in 
by  bU  ib^eoaalitutedauthoritiea  for  twenty  ycnia. 
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Saeh  ■  eoncloEioD  facts  will  not  Jusiiry.  It  In  a 
most  danirerous  doctrine;  it  is  bq  «hindoDtnent 
of  ibe  State  BO»ereignties,  who  bare  for  twenty 
years  prictieally  oppoRpd  and  denird  such  dm- 
trine.  More  ibao  thrpe-rourtbs  of  the  Siateshave. 
fort  Isrge  [MriioD  of  that  period,  been  in  ihepmc- 
ttce  of  establishing  banks  within  their  respeetiTe 
fitite  sore  reign  lies.  If  tbejr  bad  divesred  tbeni' 
■elves  of  ihia  so»'ereigttty,  by  a  delegation  of  such 

Kwer  to  the  United  States,  they  would  never 
re  dared  to  exercise  aueb  a  ftagranl  onlrpatTon 
of  power.  Congress  eonld  not,withont  riolaiing 
their  oatbs,hBre  permitted  this  nsnrpailon  of  their 
delegated  aatborities.  Upon  all  oiber  occasions 
ibey  have  been  soffieientlr  jealous  of  (he  eo- 
croaehmetit  of  Slate  authorities.  Can  it  be  im- 
agined that  they  would  hare  witnessed  snch  a 
daring  and  dangerous  innoration,  if  such  powers 
had  been  uoeqnirocally  delegated  ?  On  a  subject 
of  such  magnitude,  no  one  can  beliere  such  im- 
pTobablff  sopposiiions.  Bat  it  is  all-impoHant  to 
the  peace,  ntfeiy,  end  faappincEis  of  the  Union,  that 
this  subject  be  flilly  and  fairly  met ;  that  it  mar 
beset  for  ever  at  rest.  It  is  a  sobjecl  on  whit;h 
•we  cannot  soppoie  the  ConsiTtuiion  was  ioien* 
tionalljr  silent;  provided  the  power  was  intended 
to  be  giren  by  (he  States.  It  is  one  in  the  exer- 
cise oT  which  collision  woold  most  frequently 
occar.  The  power  would  therefore  be  expressly 
given,  erpre^sly  reserved  ;  or,  an  agreement  made 
to  share  It  taataally.  If  any  snch  agreeoieni 
exists,  it  tnust,  from  the  nstesslty  of  the  case,  be 
■peciBc.  express,  and  accoraiely  drfitied  and  Itm- 
ited.  Nosuch  compact  exists  in  (be  Constitntioo 
of  the  United  States.  UfMn  this  subject  fhere  is 
therefore  only  one  alternative.  The  power  is 
either  expressly  given  or  reserved.  It  is  of  too 
iroperions  a  ntinre  to  be  songht  for  by  implicaiiou, 
inolntioD,  or  as  an  incidental-means  to  carry  any 
other  power  into  effect.  It  h^s  nerer  been  con- 
leaded  that  ittf  such  porwer  is  expressly  given  by 
the  Constiluifoa.  If  it  had  ever  been  parted 
with, it  was  all-importantthatit  should  have  been 
patted  with  expresslv.  If  it  has  been  parted  with, 
It  can  be  shown.  If  it  can'be  shown,  it  reqaires 
no  easuisiry  to  support  it.  Casuistry  may  involve 
aod  obscure,  it  can  but  seldom  entlgbien  its  sub- 

Tbe  sole  power  given  to  the  United  States, 
to  coin  money. -rei^iirate  commerce,  or  make  v 
has  never  been  questioned.  Upon  these  subji 
no  State  has  ever  shown  n  disposition  lointerf.., 
either  with  the  powers,  or  the  raeaos  oecesaary 
to  carry  these  powers  into  effect.  No  similar  del- 
egation of  power  on  the  subject  of  banking. can 
be  shown.  It  is  therefore  expressly  reserved. 
For  ir  it  has  not  been  so  reserved,  the  iodividasi 
Btaieshave,  most  of  them,  been  in' the  daily 
palion  of  a  power  which  did  not  of  right  (»elong 
to  them;  which  of  right  belonged  to  another,  for 
nearly  twenty  years.  But  if  they  have  been  in 
the  exercise  of  a  legitimate  authority,  then  have 
(be  United  Slates  been  exercising  a  dangerijns  iind 
arbitrary  nsorpation  of  power,  never  delegated— 
expressly  reserved,  and  praetically  denied  and  op- 
posed by  (bo  States,  during  tbe  whole  of  (hat 


l>eriod.    Those  who  advocate  the  power  of  the 

United   States  over  this  subject  must  yield  tbe 

sovereignty  of  the  individual  Stales.    They  must 

show  thisyieldingof  sovereignty,  otherwise  iheit 

power  is  a  usurpation.    They  have  not  shown 

any  such  delegation  of  sovereignty  by  the  Siaies. 

Tbey   never  can  show  it,  in   lliis  Constitutional 

'□strument.  It  is  tKereinexprcssIr  reserved.  For, 

the  powers  not  delegaied  to  the  United  Slates  by 

the   Cbnsiiiulion,  nor  prohibited    by  i(   to  the 

StBtea,arerei>erved  to  the  Slates  respectively,  [>r 

10  the  people," 

Obliged  thus  id  abandon  my  CoDsiitutiooal  pO- 
itioo.Iendearored  to  rally  my  scattered  forces,  on 
the  extensire  field  of  expettieocy — Iex{iatiated  OD  . 
immense  advantages  resulting  from  a  com- 
.  circulating  medium,  the  facilities  afforded 
thereby  1o  our  fiscal  and  commercial  relations, 
and  tbe  stimulus  given  to  industry  by  a  large  for- 
eign capital.  My  constituent  suddenly  arrested 
If  progress,  by  observing,  that  it  appeared  idle 
10  consume  our  time  in  cnstle-building,  white  we 
possessed  neither  the  power' nor  the  materials, 
to  erect  them.  For,  when  the  Consiiiuiional  au- 
thority is  denied,  no  expediency  can  justify  such 
an  assumption  of  power.  Such  an  assumplioo 
would.  If  acquiesced  in,  break  down  all  the 
mounds  raised  by  the  people  for  their  proiection 
against  Ibe  lawless  encroachments  of  power.  It 
would  remove  those  landmarks,  set  up  by  them 
for  ih<;ir  guide;  and  wheneversuch  encroachments 
would  Ik  Biiempied,  expose  ibem  a  defenceless 
prey  to  their  enemies.  I  will,  however,  offer  a 
few  observations  on  tbe  subject  of  expediency ; 
and' hope  to  show  you  that,  even  oo  that  ground, 
you  are  exposed  to  defeat.  As  to  the  fiscal  ope- 
rations of  the  country,  Iher  may  be  readily  and 
safely  conducted  through  less  dangerous  chan- 
nels; by  a  different  modification  of  means,  within 
Constitutional  reach.  A  large  foreign  capital  ia 
equally  susceptible  of  being  injuriously,  as  of  be- 
ing beneficially  employed.  We  bad  better  remain 
tmemployed,  than  use  means  to  promote  industry 


ehleh  n 


ly  place  us  more  completely  at. the 
of  foreign  Powers ;  by  giving  them  the 


.  ,  jntry  has  been  highly  ii 

mental  in  deluging  our  country  with  unoeces- 
sarr  and  extravagant  articles  of  foreign  growth 
and  manufaclnre.  These  foreign  gewgaws  bare 
nearly  destroyed  our  ecanomical  and  simple  hab- 
its, as  an  agricultural  people;  and  rendered  as 
tributary  to  (base  foreign  Powers,  whose  meretri- 
eiaus  arts  have  Inveigled  us  into  such  prodigal 
consumption  of  their  commodities.  The  same 
fands  hare  been  employed  10  retard  our  progress 
In  manufacturing  for  ourselves — lest  we  should 
become  in  reality  independent,  and  disobedient 
to  our  task-maslcra;  whose  artful  policy  has 
nearly  banished  gold  aod  silver,  by  the  introduc- 
tinn  of  their  fictitious  capital,  that  ihejr  might 
thus  disarm  our  energies — if  the  expiring  em- 
bers of  personal  liberty  or  national  Independence 
should  again  rekindle,  and  iierve  our  arms  and 
kniState  our  hearts  agains(  every  insidious  or  pet- 
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Adtous  eDerotcbmcDi  upon  th«  dctrett  rigbts  or 
freemen. 

Agiin,  t  eadeavoKd  to  arren  the  glowing  pro- 
greiB  of  my  coaiiiiueDi,  by  direciing  hi*  aiieD- 
lion  lo  the  Dumerous  RienionBls  on  our  table; 
painting,  in  ftscinatiag  colors,  [be  beoFScIal  op- 
eratioDK  of  ibia  iDsiiiuiioD  on  our  countrf,  and 
ilB  Oorernineat:  and,  pbadiDft  lh«  back  ground 
of  the  picture  io  xoinbre  eolori,  with  the  ruin 
Whieb  a  reruial  Io  re diarier  tbe  Babk  of  ib« 
United  Staiet  must  bring  down  on  the  devoted 
headiof  our  State  banks,  and  our  commercial 
citT«B — and  whicb  ihreateos  to  extend  iti  de«ola- 
lions  to  eTcry  ducriptioD  of  our  ciiizeDsi. 

Wbai,  my  friend!  exclaimed  my  cont^iitueat, 
have  ibese  baaitiiki  to  faieinated  you,  by  their 
legerdetnain  attiGcea,  as  to  deprive  you  of  tbe 
evidence  of  your  senses  1  Have  you  not,  from 
the  same  description  of  people,  Domeroui  repre- 
tetitatiooa  which  boast  a  redundant  eapiul  j  So 
reduod&Dt  at  lo  induce  them  to  vest  tbeir  super- 
Suiiy  of  wealth  in  speculations  opon  British 
manufacturen,  and  other  ■nicies  of  Briiiab  com- 
merce, by  anticipated  remiiianceal  Ii  ii  ud- 
msouable  to  trace  iheiecotktradictorystateiiienls 
lo  tbe  same  impure  source  1  Ma*  not  thia  tednn- 
daot  wealth  consitt  of  national  or  msrcaniile 
deptMites,  in  tbe  National  Bank,  rranted  to  such 
•pectal  friends  as  ;rade  in  British  commodities, 
to  favor  their  immeDse  im  porta  lions,  and  de- 
•troy  our  iofnat  manufactures,  (hat  they  imiy 
shackle  our  commerce  in  foreign  fetters  1  May 
not  [he  fictitious  capiul  of  the  same  institution 
be  employed  to  coerce  American  citizens — the 
fiitada  of  American  prosperity  and  independence 
— into  a  renewal  of  iheir  favorite  bank  charter? 
To  tbit  rational  solution  of  memorials  so  eon> 
iradictory  in  iheir  nature,  1  coald  offer  no  »! is- 
factory  reply— i  gave  up  tho  cause  as  hopeless, 


a  ground.  As  an  Ametitian  ciiizeu, 
I  can  never  yield  my  nssent  to  a  measure,  so  ap- 
parenlly  pregnant  with  mischief  to  the  tights 
and  liberties  of  my  constituent*.  I  cannot  thus 
betray  the  confidence  reposed  in  me  at  a  repre- 
•entative  of  the  American  people,  or  violate  the 
oatb  wliicb  1  have  taken  to  support  the  Consii- 
tation  of  the  United  Sislef. 

Mr.  GABLANDsaid  be  was  sensible  of  the  anxi- 
ety of  the  House  on  all  sides  to  take  this  ques- 
tion, and  it  was  with  ezireme  reluciance  that  he 
now  trespassed  on  any  poriioo  of  their  time  ;  but, 
as  he  should  probably  on  thi^  (juesiion  give  a  vols 
different  from  that  of  most  of  his  colleagues  and 
many  of  his  political  friends,  with  whom  he  bad 
been  accustomed  to  act,  he  trusted  that  he  should 
«land  excused  for  the  small  portion  of  lime  that 
he  designed  lo  occupy.  In  the  view,  said  he, 
which  I  intend  to  take  of  this  subject,  it  is  not 


sale 


my  laienlioo  to  go  ini 

the  Consiiiuiiooal  ground  on  which 

ceived  this  subject  rests.    I  am  williog  to  believe 

that  tbose  who  made  tbe  Coostiiuiioo-UBderstood 

it  in  all  its   bearings,  and  the  spirit  in  which  it 

was  adopted  i  and  as  many  of  the  persoos  who 

were  members  of  the  Convention  were  in  Con. 

greaa  in  1791,  when  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of 


the  United  States  was  granted,  I  cannot  be  lo 

uncharitable  as  lo  believe  that  they  would  bav« 
been  tbe  first  to  violate  its  sacred  principle*.  1 
am  willing  to  believe  that  they  possessed  as  much 
DOderatai^ingand  patriotism  as  we  do,  and,  there- 
fore, believe  that  tbey  would  not  have  been  lbs 
BrsI  to  violate  the  Mcred  priaciplei  of  thai  in- 
struinenT.  In  this  opinion  I  am  strongly  sop- 
ported  by  the  conduct  of  the  different  States,  Ut« 
most  of  whom  have  passed  laws  for  pnoiahing, 
and  have  consigned  to  imprisonmeoi  the  coun- 
terfeiters of  the  notes  of  this  bank.  I  presnaie 
it  will  not  now  be  coutended  that  ati  tbe  States 
have  united  in  earrying  into  ezecuiion  an  ancon- 
Eiituiional  law,  and  that  the  United  Suies  hare, 
at  different  limes,  and  under  different  Admiaia- 
trations,  recognised  its  l^ality  and  enforced  its 
principles  for  nearly  twenty  years.  It  does  ap- 
pear to  me,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  uaiforin  acqut- 
efcenee  of  thje  country  in  a  measure  for  »uch  a 
length  of  time,  should  put  tbe  Coastiiutioaal 
question  at  rest,  and,  for  the  sake  of  tometbiog 
like  stability  in  otir  proceedings,  this  should  be 
considered  as  an  adjudicated  case,  in  which  the 
law  and  Constitution  seem  lo  have  been  settled 
by  universal  consent.  But,  Mr.  Speaker,  i  will 
call  your  attentioD  for  a  siojflc  moment  to  th« 
eighth  section  Of  the  first  article  of  tbe  Conaii- 
luuon  of  the  United  Slates.  It  will  thvie  be 
found  that  "Congtess'shall  have  power  to  lay 
'  and  collect  taxev,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  to 
'  pay  the  debts  and  provide  for  the  geneml  wel- 
'  fare  of  tbe  United  States,  and  lo  pass  all  lawi 
'which  are  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying 
'  the  foregoing  pow«rs  into  execution."  [  shaS 
attempt  to  show  from  this  clause  in  the  Consti* 
tution  that  Congress  bare  ample  power  to  pas* 
the  bill  foreztendiog  the  charter  of  the  United 
States'  Bank,  and  this  I  expeet  to  do,  without 
calling  in  the  aid  of  the  general  grant  of  powers 
as  contained  in  the  Constitution— from  which 
some  geniiemen  aeem  to  turn  with  such  disgust — 
and  in  discussing  this  .point,  I  shall  attempt  to 
reason  on  things  an  they  now  exifU  Coogrets 
have  imposed  duties  and  imposts,  which,  from 
their  nature,  must  be  collected  in  Ibe  different 
States.  Then,  connected  with  the  right  of  lay- 
ing is  the  right  of  colleciing,  and  with  the  right 
of  collecting  is  that  of  deposite  and  traasmtsioB, 
in  tbat  manner  which  is  beat  calculated  lo  cany 
on  the  fiscal  operations  of  the  Government,-  and 
the  proper  inquiry  for  this  House  i^  How  can 
these  objects  be  best  effected?  Will  not  a  bank 
be  most  desirable,  on  many  accounts,  aad  one,  the 
paper  of  which  shall  be  well  known  and  well  cir- 
culated throughout  theUnited  States?  This  bank 
will  receive  your  money  and  transmit  ii  to  any 
part  of  tbe  United  Slates  where  it  oar  be  wanted 
at  the  rifck  aiid  eipente  of  the  bank.  By  ibis 
means,  the  expense  of  collection  will  be  leuened, 
and  the  money  transmitted  to  any  part  of  ihe 
United  States,  so  as  to  enable  the  Crovernnteat  lo 
pay  ihe  debts  and  provide  for  tbe  general  wel- 
fare.* Inlhi*  point  of  view  I  consider  tbe  bank 
necessary  and  proper^  end  if  ii  be  oececsary  and 
propv,  iben  the  plain  laDgliage  of  the  Coasiuu- 
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tioD  it  MtisSed,  ■od  U  not  made  to  depead  on  be- 
ing sbtoiutely  DecewBrf,  M  genilemeQ  teem  ta 
argue.  Aod  whether  this  ii  doae  by  odb  iodivid- 
ual,  ot  by  tbe  incorpo rating  of  a  aumber  of  indi- 
viduals, is  Dot  material  on  the  prtsent  qnesiian, 
OdIv  as  il  relates  to  effecting  the  object,  aod  that 
will  be  best  effected  by  Ibe  JDeorporaiii):;  of  a 
nuniber  of  individoali,  extending  their  offices  of 
discount  and  deposite  from  ooe  end  of  the  United 
States  to  the  other,  all  linked  together  by  com- 
mon interest  and  duty. 

But  come  geDiIemen  lay  ihat'ihi*  wilt  be  a 
corporation,  and  that  tU  corporaiions  are  anli- 
Republicao.  This  is  a  naked  BHertion.  and  is 
unsupported  by  ajiy  kind  of  evidence.  The  pro- 
priety of  granting  acts  of  iocorporaiion  is  made 
to  depend  on  the  object  to  be  accomplished  there- 
by ;  and,  to  my  view,  republicanism  has  nolhiug 
to  do  wiih  the  preseac  question.  Tbis  is  ooly  the 
meaaa  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  one  of  ibe 
specific  grants  of  power  eontaiaed  in  th«  Cua- 
siiiution.  But  it  has  ofiea  appeared  to  me  that 
the  word  "  tepublicanism"  is  used  io  this  House 
as  A  kind  of  WBtchword^,  williout  any  appropri- 
ate meaning  or  .applicaiioD  to  the  subject  under 
consideration,  and  in  this  ease  il  s^ms  to  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  feelings  of  membeis  more  ibau  to 


collect  and  I 
Slates  fres  of  eipeose  is  an  anli-republican  meas- 
ure 1  I  presume  not.  Is  any  mau's  rights  in- 
vaded, or  are  the  great  priaciples  of  equu  liberty 
destroyad  1  I.  presume  not.  Then  wliat  can  re- 
publicanism or  anti-republicanism  have  to  do 
with  the  present  question  ?  It  does  appear  to  mq 
that  it  can  have  aoibing. 

Bui,  g^nilertien  say,  tbey  can  rurnisb  tu  with  a 
■ubsiituteiocarty  on  the  fiscal  operaiioos  of  Gov- 
ernment. And  what  is  that?  One  gcntlemnn 
tells  us  10  collect  the  levenue  jo  specie  and  ship 
coastwise;  and  another  tells  us  that  the  Slate 
bank  paper  will  answer  all  the  purposes  of  the 
Qivernmeul,  and  that  the  Slate  banks  will  be 
safe  places  of  deposite  for  your  revenue.  But 
have  not  these  genllemeu  lurnished  ynu  with 
strong  arsumenis  against  both  of  these  plans  1 
They  leiryou  that  you  need  not  be  under  any 
apprehension  of  the  specie  beio{[  carried  out  of 
the  country ;  that  the  risk  would  be  so  great  that 
no  man  in  his  xenses  would  aitempi  il,  sad,  not- 
wilbsianding  they  reeomuieDd  it  to  this  House  as 
•  course  to  be  pursued  by  the  Qovernmeot.  They 
also  tell  you  inat  Staie  banks  are  not  to  be  trust- 
ed; that  ihey  carry  on  a  kind  of  licensed  fraud, 
and  issue  their  notes  to  a  large  amouai  wiihoui 
ttaving  any  spiecie  in  ibeir  vaults.  If  this  be 
true,  then,  I  presume  that  tbey  would  be  very 
improper  places  fur  the  reception  and  safe-keep- 
ing of  the  public  revenue,  and,  iherefore,  should 
not  he  resorted  to.  And  this  is  pot  the  only  ob- 
jection 10  Stale  banks.  Their  paper  will  not  cir- 
culate geueially  thioUjj^boui  the  United  States; 
there  will  be  a  different  value  siamped  upon  it  in 
different  parti  of  the  country,  and  it  might  well 
be  refused  by  the  creditors  of  the  Qovernnient. 
In  addition  to  this,  they  do  not  form  and  keep  up 


that  chain  of  coaneiion  throughout  the  Ufliled 
Slates  that  would  enable  them  to  transmit  the 
moaey  to  such  places  a*  the  demands  on  the 
Govemmeui  might  require. 

Then,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Stales  shall  he  put  down,  (ameasure  which  I  con- 
sider almost  certain,)  your  revenue  will  be  pay- 
able io  specie,  and  nothing  else  can  be  received 
agreeable  to  lbs  existing  laws  of  the  land.  And 
have  gentlemen  given  themselves  lime  to  consider 
where  this  specie  is  lo  come  from  1  Have  they 
reflected. that,  from  the  best  data  on  which  we 
CBu  form  a  calculation,  there  are  less  than  twenty 
millions  of  dollari  iu  actual  specie  in  the  tJniiea 
States ;  a  sum  not  more  ihan  sufficient  to  meet 
the  demand  of  tbe  QoveinnKnt  in  one  year  of 
commercial  prosperity,  even  if  it  was  iu  your 

Eower  to  ijnlock  the  ebest  of  every  miser,  and  to 
ring  into  circulation  every  cent  of  aciual  specie 
now  in  the  United  Stales  1  And  ihis,you  well 
know,  will  Qoi  be  io  your  power.  And  was  it  ii^ 
your  power  to  brios  into  the  Treasury  of  tha 
United  Slates  the  wliole  amount  of  tpecie  now 
in  the  country,  and  iu  that  way  were  you  able  to 
discbarge  ihe  demands  of  ibe  Government  for  one 
year,  whal  will  then  he  left  to  give  currency  to 
ihe  bank  paper  as  a  circulating  medium  in  the 
country  T  To  give  currecey  to  bank  paper,  it 
must  carry  with  it  a  belief,  at  least,  thai  there  is, 
in  the  vaults  of  the  bask  from  which  ihe  paper' 
issues,  a  sufficiency  of  actual  specie  to  render  to 
you  a  dollar  io  specie  for  every  dollar  in  paper 
ithicb  ^ou  return  ihem.  But,  Mr.  Speaker,  this 
impression  cannot  be  made  io  ihe  preneat  iiaie  of 
things.  It  will  very  soon  be  known  that  lh« 
Treasury  of  the  United  Slates  has  gathered  into 
its  vaults  all  the  actual  specie  in  the  conntry. 
This  being  the  case,  there  can  be  no  specie  in  ibe 
vaults  of  the  bank.  Of  court.e,  the  paper  will 
cease  lo  circulate,  or,  if  il  circulates  at  all,  it  will 
he  at,  a  rale  below  its  aomioal  value. 

But,  sir,  will  those  geollemeo  who  advocate  ihe  . 
doctrine  thai  State  bank  paper  shell  bereceirabie 
in  dibcbarge  of  the  revenue  tell  me  who  is  to  make 
the  selection  from  amongst  the  banks;  whose  pa- 
per is  to  i>e  received  f  Do  tbey  mean  to  throw 
the  rei-pousibility  from  thsii  own  shoulders  oa 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  make  him 
individually  liable  in  case  the  hank  should  fail  7 
I  presume  not.  This  would  be  an  uereasooabte 
responsibility.    And  if  this  is  not  the  case,,  the 

Eublic  revenues  will  be  exposed  10  great  risk,  and 
requent  losset  will  be  the  certain  consequence. 
ta  addition  lo  this  obiectiun,  if  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  U  to  be  left  at  his  own  discretion  to 
take  such  State  bank  paper  as  may  suit  his  mere 
will  and  pleasure,  without  any  individual  liabil- 
ity, do  you  not  at  oucegive  hiia  a  decided  control 
over  all  the  moneyed  insiiiuiions  of  the  couolry, 
and  an  influence  greater  tbauwhat  is  possessed 
by  all  tbe  real  of  the  Government  besides,  and 
thai  at  the  risk  of  the  loss  of  the  reveunes  of  tbe 
United  Slates?  I  am  willing  to  admit  that  I 
have  ihe  highest  confidence  in  the  intesrity  and 
taleais  of  Ihe  present  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
but  we  do  Dot  know  how  long  be  may  hold  thai 
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office,  and  we  know  doI  who'  mtf  be  his  succet- 
■or ;  and  \{  there  was  >  ceH»\aiy  thai  he  would 
ContiDue  lo  HdmiQif^tcr  the  flKii  conceros  of  tb( 
GuTernnieDt,  ilill,  I  contend  that  it  would  be  un 
wiw  and  unaafe  to  place  so  much  poner  and 
itifloenee  in  the  haudi  of  tny  officer  of  the  Gor- 
erDinent  ibal  is  to  far  retnored  from  the  people, 
and  to  whom  he  feels  no  kind  of  reaponsibility. 

But,  sir,  if  the  QovErnmeol  refnsM  lo  receive 
State  bank  paper,  b?i  I  premime  they  will,  then 
'  it  mutt  depreciate, and  will  do  loDgier  be  a  c: 
lating  mrdinm  in  (he  coontrr  at  its  non 
value.  We  shall  then  witness  the  strange  pheno- 
menon of  a  CDUotry,  with  an  ei[M)tt  trade  wnrlh 
upwards  of  seventy  million*  of  dollara  anaually, 
without  one  single  cent  in  circulation  that  will  be 
a  tsnder  in  the  payraeat  of  debis  or  receivable 
the  purchase  of  produce  at  its  noroioal  vali 
How  far  this  will  comport  with  the  interest  of 
(his  nation  is  for  (hose  to  determine  who  presidi 
over  its  concerns.  It  has  always  been  my  opin 
ion  that  the  true  interest  of  a  nation  consisted  ii 
ber  having  a  circulating  medium  at  least  eqaa 
toher  export  trade  and  one  year's  revenue;  and,  if 
«he  did  not  possenthat  in  act nal  specie, it  should 
be  the  wisdom  of  Government  to  create  bd  arti- 
ficial capital  equal  lo  those  objects— and  that  it 
ahould  be  so  secored  at  to  possess  the  confidence 
of  the  nation.  Without  this  circulatinit  oiedium, 
the  tpiritr  of  indastry  will  be  checked,  asricul- 
ture  will  no  longer  floarish,  and  a  univereal  slop- 
page  of  |)nYRient  must  take  place.  I  hope  gett- 
tlenten  will  at  least  take  time  to  reflect  before 
therdraw  down  on  their  country  those  direful 
evils,  and  will  not  suffer  ihdr  minds  tn  be  occu- 
pied too  mhch  by  party  feelings,  which  in  my 
opiBion  have  DOlhing  to  do  with  the  present 
question.  But  some  geatlemen  seem  prepared 
to  denoilace  every  man  who  does  not  give  his 
negative  tothe  bill  under  cQnsideralioo.  Sir,  con- 
sideraiions  of  this  kind  will  have  bat  little  weight 
vith  me.  I  know,  no  party  but  the  people;  I 
know  no  interest^ut  the  public  welfare ;  and  I 
■hall,  on  this  and  all  other  questio'ts,  which  are 
presented  for  my  decition,  give  such  a  vote  as  in 
my  judgment  is  best  calculated  to  promote  these 
great  objects ;  and  if  I  err,  I  shall  have  the  cDn- 
aolaiion  that  I  have  independently  exercised  my 
best  understanding  and'that  I  have  not  heeD  the 
blind  follower  of  ai:7  politiMl  party. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  1  will  take  gentlemen  on 
their  own  ground  for  a  moment,  and  see  how 
ibis  measure  wilt  operate.  They  say  that  the 
State  bai;ks  will  go  on  to  issue  their  paper  and  it 
will  continue  to  circulate  as  usual;  but,  sir,  let 
it  he  recollecled  that  by  the  dissoluiion  of  the 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  ilie  Uoiied  States,  about 
seventeen  millions  of  dollars  are  at  once  taken 
out  of  circulation,  which  i»  eqnul  to  one-flfih  of 
all  the  floating  capiial  of  the  United  States. 
Then,  independent  of  the  individual  distress 
Which  this  must  produce,  it  will  reduce  the  value 
of  all  produce  and  properly  in  market  in  the  pro- 
portion that  the  sum  taken  out  of  circulation 
bears  to  the  whole  sum  now  io  circulation.  ] 
presuma  that  sncb  a  state  of  things  cannot  be 
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desirable;  for  although  yon  may  bf  ronr  m^ 
tures  reduce  the  price  of  tobacco,  floor,  bcs' 
dti;.,  still  you  will  not  be  able  to  procnre  >  bn>i- 
of  salt  or  a  pound  of  sugar  for  leas  than  wliai 
Is  now  Riling  for.  But  atf  honorable  collet^ 
(Mr.  Burwell)  seems  to  think  ihst  this  wmi 
be  very  desirable.  He  says  it  would  redoce  •x 
price  of  labor,  and  in  that  way  the  farmer  tx 
planter  wonid  be  forced  to  abandoa  bia  mfriat- 
tural  pursnits,  and  become  a  laborer  in  w» 
manufacturing  institution,  at  low  wagiea.  at 
thereby  enable  the  mannfactarer  of  (his  cour-f 
to  undersell  the  raanafacliirer  of  Borope.  Te 
mj  mind  this  appears  to  be  a  wild  ibcory.i.' war 
with  the  best  iaicrest  of  the  coantrr-  I  ttviirr 
agriculture  as  the  fountain  ofwrealih  in  ihiinta- 
try, and  commerce  and  mannfaetareaas  tbekial- 
maida,  and  I  never  can  consent  to  tbe  deprciu:? 
of  the  former  for  the  benefit  of  the  latter.  Iisc^ 
be  with  extreme  regret  that  I  shoald  see  the  ir 
dependent  cuttivatots  of  the  aoil  obliged  loibu- 
don  their  farms  and  take  up  their  residence  ill 
workshop,  and  become  tbe  depeadanis  oC  lom 
lordly  tyrant,  instead  of  being  tbe  iarfepeiMffti 
cultivators  of  the  earth.  In  addiiiog  a  itiii.  I 
have  always  considered  the  agricoltarift  as  (tie 
best  citizen;  as  entertaining  tQore  ratimal  ideas 
of  liberty,  and  beins  more  strong-ly  attuhed  to 
(he  independence  of  his  connirf  ;  and  it  n  on 
agriculture  that  we  must  rely  for  wrealih  ia  itae 
of  war,  and  it  therefore  has  a  primary  elain  «a 
the  patronage  of  Government. 

Tbe  genlleManfrom  New  York  (Mr.  Poitti^ 
has  told  us  that,  inasmuch  as  ttie  friends  oT  tk 
bill  under  eoDsideraiioQ  have  relied  on  diSeiot 
parts  of  the  Conslitolioa,  therefore  do  one  [«t 
^ives  us  the  power.    The  slngolariiy  of  ihii  iia 


fair  deJue 
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the  weakest  cajMcity,  and  ikt 
very  apparent:   I  presame-ito 


....__    .  .  _  ipported  and  justifieJoi. 

der  diSerent  views  of  the  Constiiutjoa.  Jipniret 
that  the  measure  is  abandantly  justified  o«  Coo- 
stiiuiional  grounds^  and  that  it  is  in  nntiaa  wid 
the  general  principles  of  the  instrnmeoL  Ad 
shall  we  be  told,  because  it  baa  the  aopporl* 
maaV  parts  of  the  Conatitation,  it  is  weaker  ihu 
if  It  hna-only  one?  To  exemplify  my  idea,nr- 
pose  a  proposition  in  arithmetic  that  by  mu; 
modes  of  calculating  you  could  arrive  at  ibt 
same  result,  would  it  be  said  that  this  wa.'lnt 
true  than  where  you  could  only  come  at  tbe  re- 
sult in  one  pariicular  way7  1  preaume  not.  Bat 
Mr.  Speaker,  if  any  roeasurecould  deriveWfojih 
from  the  inconsistency  of  its  adrocate  «  oppo- 
nents, then,  sir,  I  am  persuaded  that  (be  oppo- 
nents to  the  bill  hare  doile  as  much  in  its  favoc 
at  its  friends  have.  I  beg  von,  sir,io  tecullect 
the  different  grounds  on  wnieh  the  opposiiin 
have  relied.  Some  gentlemen  are  opposed  oa 
Constitnfional  grounds;  sorae  gentlemen  are  Dp- 
posed  because  tney  are  afraid  the  bank  will  c^ 
alesce  wiih  tbe  Government  and  overtuni  the 
liberty  of  the  people  ;  others  are  opposed  bertose 
the  bank  is  hostile  to  the  Goreronaetit;  Mhers 
are  opposed  because  they  wanta  Naiioual  Bank; 
and  others  are  opposed  because  a'  part  of  the  cap- 
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ftal  stock  ii  awnrd  bj  rorrigDers;  and  hrte  tbey 
attempt  to  awaken  all  iha  angry  feelioq*  of  ibe 
nation  •gainst  the  use  of  foreigo  capita},  while 
tbey  carefully  keep  oat  of  view  tbe  fiici,  that  a 
BepubJican  AdmiDiairatioD  sold  lo  (brrigDars  alL 
tbe  eapiia)  which  ih^y  had  io  this  bank;  and 
thus,  by  uniting  all  tboiebeteroeenaousobjectioDs, 
a  mmjoriiy  ii  formed  in  this  House  opposed  to 
the  passage  of  tbe  bill.  But,  air,  I  do  not  expect 
to  derive  any  aid  from  (base  incoherent objectioDS 
aa  giving  any  sopport  to  the  hill ;  for,  from  the 
zeal  that  gentlemen  have  thowo  in  their  opposi- 
lioD  to  ibii  bill,  it  was  to  be  eipecled  that  ihey 
would  toncb  every  strioK  that  was  likely  to  sound 
in  uaison  wiib  ihe  feeliogs  of  any  paii  of  tbi* 
House>  Ht.  Speaker,  I  shall  pats  over  ma«y  of 
the  minor  objections  that  are  made  to  the  pasHge 
of  the  bill  noff  nnder  consideration,  and  eoiae  to 
tbe  conclusions  of  lbe~ opponents  of  the  measure. 
Tbey  ace  obliged  to  admit  that  the  eatablisbmcnt 
of  aucb  a  bank  as  is  contemplated  by  tbe  bill  un- 
der coosideratioD  would  baconreDieniandwoDld 
aid  tbe  fiscal  operations  of  the  OoTerament,  and 
sajr  that  if  it  wa*  the  only  way  in  which  the 
finances  of  iha  eountry  could  be  adminisiered, 
then  it  would  be  justifiable.  And  here,  ia  my 
opioien,  tbe  gentlemen  giieupitwConatitulioDal 
ground  ;  for,  if  the  measuie  be  oeceswy  and  pro< 
per  to  carry  into  eieculian  any  of  tbe  speciGc 
grants  of  power  contained  in  tbe  Coasiiiutioo, 
then  ibe  plain  language  and  meenine  of  rbsi  in- 
itisGed,  and  is  not  made  to  depend 


upon  the  question  whether  thi 
in  which  it  can  be  dose- 

I  have  eodeavored,  M'-  Speaker,  to  ezBBBioe 
this  sul^ect  with  candor,  and  prepare  mr  mind 
1odeaid(,on  it  without  taking  into  view  the  r4iin 
of  tbousaods,  that  mast  be  the  oertsin  conte- 
(juence  of  withdrawing  from  cireuiaiion  at  one. 
time  ao  mncb  of  the  floating  capital  of  the  coun- 
try. And  it  does  appear  to  me,  io  every  point  of 
view  in  which  1  have  been  able  to  examine  it, 
that  at  this  lime  lo  break  in  upon  the  eftablished 
order  of  things,  under  which  the  United  States 
have  projgresaed  in  weslih  fad  prosperity  unex- 
ampled 10  any  preceding  twenty  years,  would 
be,  to  cay  the  feast  of  it,  a  dangerous  ezperimenU 

Mr.  NiosoLsoif.— Mr;  Speaker:  As  1  shall  vote 
agtunst  an  indefioite  pottpoDcmeni  of  this  bill, 
beeauaelshallvotefor  tbe  entire  bill,  when  render- 
ed as  little  liable  to  objections  a*  possible  j  and 
as  this  vole  will  probably  stand  at  variaaoe  with 
many  of  thoia  for  whose  opinions  1  euterlain  a 
high  reaped,  I  deem  it  essentia!-,  as  well  for  mi 
justifiaaiion  as  for  ihe  informaiioa  of  others,  to 
■tste  the  iea*ons  upon  which  my  vote  ia  to  be 
given. 

Tbe  aysiem  of  banking  being  an  improvement 
upon  the  moneyed  system,  by  which  ootnmprcc, 
or  the  eiahaage  of  commodities,  is  carried  on, 
and  iharefoieslill  more  complex  in  its  opecatioos. 
and  more  difficult  to  be  understood,  has  eseited 
Ihe  approhatioa  of  some,  while  it  haaei|ually  ex- 
cited Ihe  prejudices  of  others.  Those,  however, 
who  have  been  best  acquainted  with  ilnopera- 
tituis,  when  properly  regulated,  have,  in  all  coua- 


ted  in  a  general  cxprestioo  of  a  couvtc- 
is  utility,  not  only  as  ii  respects  personal 
oce,  but  alto  as  it  regards  ibe  facility 
wiib  which  tbe  financial  affairs  of  natiooi  call, 
with  its  aid,  be  conducted. 

As  ibis  subject  has  become  quite  inieresiing,  it 
becomes  the  duty  of  every  one  to  assist  it)  an  en? 
deavor  to  throw  all  possible  light  on  ibe  subject, 
not  ooly  as  to  the  consiituiioDaJiiy  of  this  Gov- 
erumeot  irgislalingupoo  it,  but  aUo  as  it  regarda 
ue  operations  and  effects ;  in  order  that  we  may 
have  as  dear  a  view  of  the  whole  grouod  aa  pos- 
sible, and  iherehy  be  better  enabled  to  judge' with 
more  oeriaioiy  of  lbs  meptts  oc  demerit*  of  ih« 
bill  now.  under  considei^iion.  I  shall  iherefore 
endeavor  to  explaip  my  views  of  the  subject  as 
concisely  as  possible;  and  if  I  shall,  in  any  re- 
spml.  be  found  gioplag  in  the  dark,  in  ibe  remarks 
wbicb  I  shall  offer,  I  irnst  thai  so  ordinary  degree 
a{  candor  will  be  sufficient  to  shield  me  trom  Ihe 
imputation  of  sinister  deaign.  First,  then)  a*  to 
its  const  ituliooalily. 

Perhaps,  sir,  the  doubts  entertained  by  soma, 
of  the  constiiutionaliiy  of  ibis  bill,  arise  from  an 
extreme,  and,  as  I  conceive,  uafounded  jealousy, 
that  this  Government  ia  calculated  gradually  to 
usurp  ibe  powers  of  the  State  Qovernmeals. 
This  jealousy  is  a  foible  wiih  many  well  meaning 
legislators;  I  however  respect  it,  as  I  am  sensibJo 
that  it  arises  from  a  good  motivB;  and  I  believe 
that  if  ii  be  kept  wilbio  reasonable  bounds,  it 
may,  at  least,  be  of  no  disservice  in  preserving 
our  federative  system  of  yoVerameDl.  PiobAhly 
we  ia  some  measure  derive  this  jealousy  of  the 
eieccise  of  powers  from  our  aocestors.  Tbe 
Crown,  tbe  Peerage,  and  the  Commons,  of  Great 
Bri lain,  are  three  distincl  and  confliciing  interests 
— the  Crown  to  preserve  its  prerogatlres-— lbs 
Peeragetopreserre  their  privileges — and  the  Com- 
mons to  preserve  their  rights,  if  they  can.  £ul 
hMejair,  we  ha^e  neither  Crown  oor  Peerage — we 
have  no  interest  but  the  interest  of  the  Commooi. 
or  the  People.  Our  General  Government,  as  well 
as  our  respective  State  governments,  emanate  dt* 
reciiy  from  ihepeoplci  the  people  have  the  same 
control  overescD;  and  why  we  should  besojeal- 
oua  of  the  forcaer,  aad  so  partial  to  the  latter, 
seems  somewhat  difficult  to  determine. 

Wbeit  our  Federal  Consiiiuliot^  was  adopted, 
the  knowledge  of  a  federative  system,  uj>oJi  ila 
present  plan,  wasnew,aQd  existed  merely  iti  the- 
ory. The  objec tit,. however,  intended  to  be  efiecl- 
cd  by  its  adopiion,  arc  clearly  and  distinctly  set 
forth  in  its pfeamble.  Tbey  ate  "to form  a  mora 
'  perfect  uoion,  esisbliitb  jasiice,  insure  domestic 
'  iraaquitlity,  provide  for  the  common  defence, 
'  promote  the  ^eoerai  welfare,  and  secure  tba 
>  blessings  of  liberty,"  &e.  Yet,  in  the  eighth 
section  of  that  instrument,  wliich  contains  an 
enumeration  of  certain  speci6c  powers,  there  I* 
not  the  same  clearness  and  precision.  In  the  first 
paragraph  of  thai  section,  powers  are  given  to  ' 
Congress  to  provide  for  the  common  defence  and 
general  welfare  of  ibe  United  States;  and  these 
power*,  which  are  necessarily  unsusceptible  of 
precise  deftnilioas,  are  coupled  with  othera,  ia  the 
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mmentri^ph,  in  such  manner  as  to  render  their 
inea[iiDg>doubifu!,pspeciBll]r  jnihe  minds  of  tiiuae 
who  enleMain  a  strong  parlialily  for  ibe  powers 
of  ihe  Slate  goTeroments.  The  powers  of  this 
Qovernraent,  which  arias  from  the  operatioo  of 
coninion  liw,  are  stilt  more  indeBdile,  and,  in  the 
tninds  of  maiif.  difficult  lo  comprehend.  Per- 
liaps.  sir,  generall]'  speaking,  it  would  not  be  too 
BiucJt  toss*,  that  it  must  remain  for  that  good 
■ease  wbicn  is  the  offiipring  of  eiperienea  and 
■Mturc  deliberation,  tnore  than  to  speeiBc  deGai- 
tiORs  of  powers  as  set  forth  in  that  instrnmeDt,  la 
ascertain  precise!]' what  powers  ilieO^neral  Gor- 
ernment  ought  to  possess,  and  what  the  States 
aag'ht,  individually,  to  retain.  In  forming  that 
instrument,  no  doubt,  sir^  soch  powtrs,  (f  not  at' 
OecPssarf  powers,  wer«  -  intended  to  be  given  ti 
thisQoTemment,  isshonld  be  adequate  loaiUbi 
purposes  of  national  lilrereignty ;  that  it  was  nol 
for  want  of  these  essential*,  to  hobble  On  crnicfaes 
throngh  an  imperfect  stale  of  existence  to  prc- 
tuaiure  decays  in  short,  that  it,  being  like  the 
State  governments,  an  emamiioQ  from  ibe  peo- 
ple, should  be  so  far  lelf-ezistent  as  to  depend  for 
lis  supiiort  on  that  power  only,  the  eollected  pow- 
er of  the  people,  wliich  Srsc  ushered  it  into  exist- 
ence. In  the  federative  lyotem,  which  I  esteem 
the  perfection  of  the  science  of  gdVErnment,  the 
lule  to  be  obserred  in  the  distribution  of  itspow- 
«rs,  between  the  Confederated  States  and  the 
Federal  head,  is,  as  I  conceire,  simple  and  plain. 
1(  is  this:  Can  any  particular  power,  which  it 
aboat  lo  be  vested  somewhere,  be  exercised  In 
local  and  separate  districts  or  Stales,  consistently 
with  the  safetr  and  good  of  the  wbolet  If  it 
can,  it  ou^ht  of  course  to  be  exercised  by  the  ^e- 
apective  Bitte  goveromeois.  All  other  powers, 
Wbleb  cannot  be  thns  confided,  eonsistentljr  with 
tbe  safety  and  good  of  the  whole,  ought  to  belong 
to  the  deoeral  GoTemment. 

According  lo  this  rate,  it  will  be  seen  (hat  the 
powers  which  belong  to  the  States  are  much  the 
most  nmneroDs,  and  by  far  the  most  important 
In  seeurtng  tbe  rights  and  privileges  of  the  citizen. 

I  am  not  contending  that  the  Federal  Consij- 
totion  if  exact);  conformable  to  this  rule ;  boi  it 
doesnot,  however,  essentially  vary  from  ii.  There 
are,  aslconceiv^  two  or  three  additional  powers 
to  M  inc"        "   '  ■     -■    -   '    - 


whieh  ought  to  be  incorpora 


I  that  Instru- 


■yslem  of  education,  and  to  make 
roads;  end  it  contains  at  least  one  power,  the 
"  power  to  establish  an  doiform  system  of  batik- 
ropley^"  which,  is  experience  bos  evinced,  ought 
(o  belong  to  the  States.  But,  sir,  the  power  now 
under  consideration,  the  establishment  ofa  bank- 
ing ij-stem,  t  am  fully  convinced  is  Improperly 
and  stricily  within  the  limits  and  meaolog  of  the 
Constitution,  sod  1  thinhlcan  clearly  and  plainly 
show  that  it  is  so. 

In  the  eighth  section  of  the  second  article  of 
that  initratnent,  are  caoiained  most  of  the  eou- 
iDerated  powers  which  are  granted  to  Congress; 
aad  the  last  there  enumerated  is  the  power  to 
make  all  such-laws  as  are  "necessary  and  proper 
lo  carry  the  faregoiiig  powers,  and   all  othen 


contained  in  the  Coostitoiion,  into  operatioo.* 
Among  those  enumerated  powers  are  to  be  fooiid, 
powers  to  raise  revenne,  to  tiorrow  money,  to  re- 
gulate commerce,  and  to  provide  for  [he  general 
welfare.  Now,  sir,  such  a  bank  as  is  abont  to  b« 
made  or  re-esiabliahed,  fay  the  operation  of  the 
hill  before  usjis,  in  my  mind, a" necessary" thin^, 
to  enable  this  Oovernineni  to  carry  each  of  the 
foregoing  powers  into  effect.  I  laf  patticnUtr 
stress  upon  the  word  "  necessary,"  tiecaiue  eea- 
tlemen  who  oppose  this  bill  hare  rested  maeh  of 
their  arguments  anon  it. 

It  is  "  necessary"  for  raising  revenue. 

There  is  geoerallv  a  profit  of  about  thiee  or 
four  per  cent,  derived  lo  the  owners  of  bank  cap- 
ital, beyond  what  they  could  obtain  For  the  use 
of  their  money,  by  lending  it  out  at  legal  inieresL 
This  being  a  benefit,  which  can  only  be  seenred 
to  titom  through  the  interference  and  protection 
of  Ooveroment,  it  is  but  jti*l  that  they  shouK 
pay  the  Government  something  in  return  for  tbe 
favor  thus  conferred ;  and  the  bill  before  as  coo- 
taihs  a  prDvlaioD  to  this  eSect.  Twelve  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollar*  is  thesum  eonlemplaleil 
at  the  least  which  ooght  to  be  accepted  by  Qot' 
enHnent,  for  a  mere  renewal  of  (he  charter,  with 
its  preBen(  capital,  for  the  enauing  twentf  yenn. 
By  raasing  this  law,  therefore,  we  shall  denve  to 
the  Government  that  amonat  of  revenoe,  which 
in  these  times,  is,  in  my  mind,  no  coniemptible 
thing.  If  the  capital  of  the  bank  be  erentoally 
enlarged  lo  thirty  rajllions,  we  shall  derive  at 
least  four  millions  of  revenne  from  it,  in  addition 
to  some  interest  which  will  at  times  become  due 
on  deposites  which  may  be  nade  in  th*  bsuik. 
Thus  the  panage  of  this  bill  becomes  n  mnna  of 
raising  revenue. 

It  is  "necessary"  for  the  purpose  of  bortowioc 


frequently  ezpetienee  very 
presHog  oecaslons  for  more  money  than  ihey 
have  at  command,  and,  to  snpply  this  deficiency, 
must  rewrt  to  borrowing  of  others.  A  prndeal 
Government,  therefore,  like  a  prudent  jadividnal, 
onghl  to  have  the  tneaiu  of  mtrowiog  made  a« 
certain  ^i  ]>ossible,  in  order  to  avoid  iIm  derange- 
meiit  or  distress  which  may  ensue,  in  consequence 
of  being  unable  suddenly  to  procure  a  loan.  The 
passing  of  this  bill  goes  to  effect  this  desiraWe 
object,  as  it  contains  a  provision  for  borroin'ng', 
wiih  certainty,  as  large  a  sum  as  tbii  Govern- 
at  will  probably  at  any  time snddenly  stand  ia 
d  of.    It  is,  therefore,  in  that  point  of  view, 


very  "necessary,"  and,  in  all  ordinary  cases,  n 
great  convenience,  for   the  purpose  of  eoabliDg 
this  Government  to  borrow  money. 
It  Is '' necessary"  for  the  parpoee  of  r^ulntiog 

A  very  essential  regnlation  in  cointnercial  af-^ 
fairs,  is,  to  have  that  which  eerrea  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  all  the  nrlicles,  which  are  the  sub- 
jects of  commerce,  as  small,  light,  and  portable, 
a*  possible.  To  travel  any  distance,  and  carry 
with  yoaiweDiy  or  thirty  thousand  dollars,ofsil. 
ver  nwney  eapeeialif,  ia  extremriy  inoimTeiueBt ; 


id  by  Google 


HISTOBT  OF  CONORBSa 


Janhirt,  IBtl. 


Bank  of  the  VhiM  Statu. 


but,  if  ^on  can  earrf  Bomeihto^  in  yoof  pocket, 
sameihiag  whioti  reprneais  tbii  luia,  the  iocoo- 
v«oienee  m  ■[  obc«  retDoved.  Yet,  tbis  r«pi«BMit' 
(ttire  niu«t  be  rack  as  will  be  received  as  socli  in 
ereif  part  of  the  coaatrf,  or  else  it  fails  of  pro- 
duciog  moat  of  its  beneficial  vfiecti.  A  man  r~ 
Hiding  in  New  England  has  oceaiiaa  to  go 
Nalcbes  Ki  purchaa«  8^,000  woriti  of  oouo 
but  the  baDic  bills  of  bii  owd  State  will  oat  paM 
ibere  ;  lo  carry  bard  money  ia  iaaurriog  a  great 
riik,  mad,  at  iba  aame  lime,  expenaire  in  traoa- 
portatioQ  i  heaee,  it  becomea  "neccstary"  to  pro- 
vida  a  repre'sentaiire  of  bard  naonejr,  whieb  will 
be  receired  as  such  in  crery  part  of  the  eonntry ; 
and  ibat  eaa  only  be  done  by  ibe  eaiablishmtnt 
of  a  bank,  wboae  billt  will  have  this  (cencral  cni- 
rency.  Tbua,  tbe  pauafe  of  tbis  bill,  oi  aoae- 
thittgsiiailarj  ia  "  oecessary"  for  ibe  purpoia  of 
reaulaliag  commerce. 

Ilia  "necessary"  for  the  purpose  of  promoMDg 
ibe  seneral  welfare. 

Tbis  exprOMioo  ia  certainly  verf  broad,  and 
seems,  at  nr<l  tiew,  to  inclttde  a  good  deal.  Far 
Ibis  reason,  maoy  well-nieiHiing  politicians  bare 
been  alariled  at  (be  idea  of  a  delegation  of  pow- 
ers so  indeSaite,  and  to  compTebeoalT^  I  ima- 
gine, however,  that  ibe  expteation  is  not  pregnant 
with  any  initcbjef  or  danger.  It  eeriaioly  wriuld 
not  be  "  promoting  ibe  geaeial  welfare"  to  plaea 
aufi  power  in  the  bande  of  ibia  OoTernmeot, 
wbieb  could  aa  aafely,  and  as  coniisteatly  with 
tbe  good  of  the  whole,  be  exercised  by  the  reaped- 
ive  States.  It  would  be  upaetiing  the  first  and 
leading  principle  of  a  eonfedetsied  Republican 
Qovernment.  If  we,  therefore,  invariably  adhere 
to  this  leading  principle,  we  shall  find  the  exprea- 
aion  not  only  harroUiai,  but  very  proper  to  be 
placed  in  the  Contiiuition.  What  I  have  already 
said  of  this  bill  being  neceaaary  for  ihe  porpoae 
of  laiaiog  revenoe,  for  borrowiog  money,  ana  for 
regulaiioc  commerce,  is  perhaps  all  that  it  necea- 
nry  to  be  said  lo  »how  that  it  tends  "  lo  ptomoie 
the  general  welfare,"  beeanae,  in  this  ease,  ihe  odd 
ii  necessarily  included  in  tbe  olhera. 

Permil  me  now  fnrtber  to  add,  air,  that  tbis 
bank  and  lit  braocbes,' are  als»  essentially  ''neces- 
sary" for  ibe  collection  of  your  revenDc,  for  it* 
safe-keepiog,  and  for  Ibe  purpoae  of  ttaasmittiDg 
it  from  one  pan  of  the  Union  to  another,  as  occa- 
sioQ  may  frequently  require. 

We  are,  indeed,  tuld,  sir,  that  our  revenue  can 
at  well  be  coUeaied  by,  and  deposited  in,  tbe  Stale 
banks.  What!  all  the  revenue  collected  in  any 
one  Stale  to  be  deposited  in  ooeState  bank  1  No, 
we  are  told,  wa  will  put  five  ot  six  hundred  ibou> 
sand  dollars  in  one  hank,  as  much  mora  in  another, 
and  soon,  until  weget  it  allstowedaway  in  tome 
way  ot  other.  Indwdl  What  an  admirable 
plan  I  And  which  banka  will  yon  select  fi>r  this 
purpose  1  Will  not  the  seleciion  of  one  excite 
the  envy  and  opposition  of  pibera.to  at  to  induce 


■elected  banks  pay  the  United  Stajea  a*  large  a 
Hm  as  i«  contemiriated  in  this  bill,  for  ibe  prir- 
uege  of  having  the  reveanc  depouied  ia  Utnt 


vaultsl  No;  (hey  eoniemplaie  nothinf;  of  the 
kind.  It  would  b«  a  bribe,  we  are  told,  atr  I  Be- 
sides, it  is  even  said  by  aome,  ibal  three  or  foar 
million  dollars  is  but  a  paltry  gaia,  noworiby  the 
notice  of  this  Ghivernment  1  Can  you  contrite' 
any  method  lo  compel  the  direetota  of  such  se- 
lected banks  to  render  you,  at  ^lated  timet,  a  lru« 
statement  of  their  dtuatioo — of  their  discoont^- 
of  iheiuma  dne  (hem-<-of  their  depositn,  in  or- 
der that  you  may  be  conrineed  Au  it  is  safe  to 
-trust  so  much  money  with  them  1  No.  Snppoaa 
you  waot  to  borrow  money — how  will  you  mnn- 
aga  matters  then]  Why,  we  will  barrow  a 
hundred  ifaonsand  dollars  of  one  bank,  a  lika 
sum  of'  another,  Juat  air  a  needy  man  bor* 
rows  oitc  dollar  of  one  man,  two  dollars  of  an* 
other,  and  »a  on,  until  his  wauta  ar*  satisfied. 
Belter  ttill— ibit  la  T«ally  excellent  I  Well,  sup- 
pose you  wish  and  have  made  vat  to  borrow  as 
mticb,  as  you  have  to  send  the  nosey  to  adiAer- 
ent  and  perhaps  ditiant  qwarier  of  the  Union,  are ' 
you  certain  you  can  make  it  pa*t  current  there  ? 
Will  not  ihoac  banks,  which  have  not  been  so  for- 
tunate as  to  have  received  a  share  of  Qovero- 
meoial  favors,  lake  measures  for  couoteracilng 
an^  such  currency?  Andweuld.il  be  jusitopay 
off  a  poor  old  aoldier  his  hard-earned  pitiance,  in 
bills  tmWfaicli  be  would  probably  be  »bligcd  to 


Oenilemen,  sir,  who  oppose  this  bill,  have  got 
into  a  dilemma,  in  opposing  it  on  the  ground  that 
the  Stale  banks  can  h«  made  to  answer  the  pnr- 
poses  of  this  Oorercment,  as  ihe^  thereby  virla- 
ally  admit  that  banks  of  tome  kind  are  **  oeeea- 


sort  of  banks  areneecttnry  1  We  all  nnderstaad 
that  the  atnekbolder*  of  Stale  banks  would  ha  ^lail 
of  a  dice  of  "the  loavet and  fishes."  My  neigh- 
bor, who  kaepa  a  horse  to  lat,  might  say  to  ne,  it 
is  not  "  neceaaary"  that  yon  should  keep  a  horse, 
for  1  keep  one  which  I  should  be  glad  to  have 
yon  make  use  of.  In  aueh  ease,  tbe  arrogance  of 
my  neighbor  would  be  so  mtnifeti  that  all  would 
commend  ma  in  telling  him  that  his  horae  waa 
bnt  a  aorry  animal,  which  he  otigbt  keep  lo  him- 
self) and  that  I  knew  best  what  kind  of  horse 
suited  my  purpose.  Sir,  State  hanks  are  the  crea- 
tures of  Slates;  ihis  Government  cannot  control 
ihem,  and  therefore  ought  to  bare  no  eoneera. 
with  them.  If,  however,  particular  Stales  will 
he  M  arrogant  as  lo  insist  ifaai  this  Gtovernmeat 
shall  makeosc  of  their  creatures,  why  can  they 
not,  on  the  same  principle,  go  a  little  further,  and 
say  to  this  Qoveroroeni,  "here  is  a  collector,  a 
district  judge,  or  a  district  attorney,  which  wa 
have  ereated,  ready  to  your  hands ;  it  is  not  '  ne- 
cesMry,'  therefore,  ihat  you  should  create  thesa 
officers  within  our  jurisdiciion,  because  ihoae 
wbich  we  have  created  will  fully  answer  your 
purpose."  Wrareaoiauiia  ripe  (or  this  mode  of  . 
doing  baaiacas,  sir,  but  I  believe  wc  are  in  a  fair 
way  far  iis  accomplishment. 

1  perfectly  underatand,  sir,  that  this  preposter- 
ooa  pla»  of  nbttituting  State  banka  baa  bt« 
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■■KK"'"')  "'*'i '''  contB  toetsura.  urged,  ihrottfh 

'  (he  influence  of  tome  at  ibose  banks.  1  aee  ma- 
DC  It  out  from  di&eiem  qmrien,  eoileRToriag  lo 
convert  people  to  this  aem  doclriae.  I  see  preues 
ptostiiBted  to  ihe  purposs  of  end  ear  otin^  [anise 

'  ■  popalsr  fermeDt  H^iast  Ibe  pMuseoftbiibill, 
or  kof  other  of  ■  iimilaT  oaiure;  >ut  that  thv 
diaiotepesled  maa  cao  leriausly  ihiuk  that  tbn 
mberable  qoaekerf ,  with  wbieb  it  is  proposed  to 
■dminister  to  the  wauls  of  ibe  body  politic,  is 
rcallf  worth  a  momeDi's  aiteniloi),  is  more  than 
1  am  wilUnit  lo  betieve.  Sboitld  it,  howcrer, 
prove  tnia  thai  a  racBsare  whieb.  dsriog  tb«  Latt 
aasioo,  coold  hare  been  carried  w  a  majoriiv  of 
ncarlv  thirty,  iball  new  be  lo«l,  auboogh  I  shall 
doploVe  ihkt  insMbilitf  of  opiaioa  wbieb  iball 
hava  produced  this  sudden  ehaoge,  or  thai  d«t«- 
lietiou  of  indepMidcDce  which  thoald  field  to 
lempoimry  elaman,  artiBsiallgr  raised,  I  shall, 
■•vtrihclcM,  eonsole  air*''^  *"'>  *l>*  oonviciioa 
that  time  and  atperieDee  will  corrvei  tlje  error, 
and  that  the  nierii*  of  ibis  meaiare  will  bereaf- 
tm  hm  decided  vpoa  wilb  mora  corrcctaeu  of 
jO^meiiL 

.But,  sir,  I  have  tbos  far  merely  shown  that 
this  btak,  or  some  other  of  a  similar  aaiure,  i* 

'  "necessary,"  in  several  d  is  tin  at  poinlsof  tibw,  lo 
ifae  purposes  for  which  ibis  Government  was  es- 
tablished. I  hare  not  however  sbown,  nor  can  I 
show,  that  ii  is  iodupeosaUy  "  neeetsary."  But 
here,  sir,  lie*  the  error  of  those  who  have  eoa- 
teaded  againsi  the  eoDsiiiutiobtliiy  of  the  meas- 
ure. It  will  be  recoJIaeted,  air,  Ihst  when  Ibis 
bank  was  flnt  euatdisbed,  iho»e  who  opposed  it 
on  Const i tali 00 ■  I  {rounds,  (and  for  their  0)>iniaiM 
I  have  the  bigbesi  respect,)  contended,  tbei  el- 
tboi^h  tbe  messnre  might  De  useful,  fit,  aud  ex- 
pedient, yet  if  ii  was  not  iadiipeQiably  "  neees 
wry,"  it  must  of  course  be  unaonsiiimiorial.  Let 
any  one  examiae  the  debates  of  that  time,  and 

.  they  will  perceive  that  ibis  wastbestroo^grouad 
of  oppositioo  that  wai  ibeo  taken,  and  the  same 
ground  is  now  laken,  bat  to  ibis  [  reply — 

If  tbe  words  of  tbe  Consliluijon  were,  that 
"Congress  shall  bare  power  to  make  all  sueb 
l*Wi  only  as  are  indispensably  necessary  loearry 
the  foregoing  powers  into  effect,"  then,  in  deed, 
ibe  opponent*  of  this  bill  would,  on  Gonstiio- 
tmnal  grotindi,  be  eorreet ;  beonse,  thai  althongb 
tbe  Bank  of   the  United  States,  or  a  Natiosal 

'  Baak,  if  you  please,  may  be  a  "  necessary"  ap- 
pendngc  to  this  QovernnKoi,  siill  are  neither  of 
them  indispensably  *■  necessary  "--I  his  Qovern- 
ment  can  do  without  them  in  the  gama  manner 
that  a  farmer  can  do  without  a  boe,  by  aubsiiiii- 
tine  a  spiKle,  or  that  a  carpenter  can  do  without 
a  plane,  by  snbstilntiag  his  brosdase. 

The  word  "  neeesiary''  Is  of  tbe  class  of  adjee- 
lives,  and  admiis,  ihoiigh  irregularly,  of  the  de- 
greee  of  comparison  iaeident  to  words  compos  log 
that  part  of  speech — ihe  poailive,  necessary — tbe 
eomparalive,  more  nrcesssry — and  the  superls- 
live,  indispensably  necessary.  We  mean  by  tbe 
first,  needful,  fit,  or  proper ;  by  tbe  seeoed,  more 
needful,  fit,  or  proper;  and  by  the  third,  thai 
which  we  cannot  do  wilboui.    If  the  words  of 


tbe  Constiimion  were,  "Congress  ■bmll  have 
power  to  make  all  laws  which  shall  be  needfol, 
fii,  and  proper,  for  the  purpose  of  earrytog  ibe 
foregoing  powers  into  efieet,"  the  difficulty  would 
probably  vanish  ai  once;  as  I  irnH  we  coaJd 
soon  determine  whether  a  Bank  of  the  Uoiied 
Sute*  or  a  National  Bank,  is  a  needfal,  fit,  and 
proper  •pneodage  to  this  Oovernment.  But,  sir, 
we  have  first  givea  to  a  harmless  expteaaion  a 
most  formidable  meaaiog;  we  have  made  ibe 
word  necessary  mean  indispensably  necessary. 
And,  having  thus  raised  a  raouMaia  oat  of  a 
molehill,  we  are  now  about  to  resolve,  very  wise- 
ly, BO  doubt,  ibat  we  oanaol  get  ovw  the  Boan- 

If  I  were  to  agree  to  provide  a  farnaer  with 
such  tools  and  implemeaia  as  are  necessary  for 
carrying  on  ibebusineasof  fariDing,  I  sboald  aap- 
pose  that  I  was  bound  lo  provide  all  eoeb  looU 
and  implements  as  are  commonly  used  in  that 
business.  I  could  not  say  to  him  here  ia  a  aled, 
wbieb  must  atiswer  tbe  treble  purpose  of  xJed, 
cart,  and  wagon ;  or  here  is  a  spade,  which  aatt 
answer  both  tor  digging  and  hoeing.  1  ooold  not 
avoid  ray  eogageraeot  by  telling  him  ihe  can, 
tbe  wagon,  and  the  hoe,  were  not  indtspeosably 
neeassaryj.  becau*e-be  could  make  ibe  sM  an- 
swer the  place  of  the  two  former,  and  Ibe  spade 
tbe  place  of  the  Isitai.  No,  sir,  this  would  not 
be  complying  with  the  tercn^-of'my  engagpemeat. 
Now,  sir, it  is>  poor  rule  ibai  ought  not  lo  work 
both  ways  alike.  The  people  of  the  Uniied 
States  hkve  grained  loCongreas certain  specified 
lowers,  and  bavefunber  granted  tbe  aieaiu,ibat 
IS  to  say,  the  neeesssry  lools  and  implements  for 
carrying  those  powers  into  efitfci.  By  this  grant, 
then,  it  becomes  proper  for  as  lo  make  aie  oif  all 
or  any  of  the  means  ihal  are  needful,  fit,  and 
proper  for  effee ting  these  purposes;  bai,  sir,  we 
are  about  to  deteriniiie  that  we  will  not  make 
use  of  soma  of  them  as  long  as  we  can  puesihiy 
do  without  them ;  we  will  reject  the  eart,  and 
Ibe  wagoo,  becauaa  they  are  not  indiapewmbly 
necessary;  w«  will  raoust  ourselves  upon  the 
sled  I  and  tbus  we.  will  heavily  drag  along  tbe 
concerns  of  this  Qovemment, 

Sir,  in  Ihe  cHtimaiion  of  some  this  may  be  wis- 
dom— it  may  be  pwrioiism  ;  bat,  i»  my  eaiima- 
lion,  it  is  neither ;  it  is  foUy,  it  is  desUoclive  10 
tbe  best  interests  of  this  country. 

I  shall  here  furlbw  observe,  itmt  if  we  are  de- 
lermrMd  to  leat  the  conslitutianality  of  all  lews 


dispenshbly 


all  find  that  a  great 


lany  unconsiitutiooal  hwi  have  heea  passed. 
Doung  ibe  last  s«is fun,  we  passed  a  law  lot  cre- 
ating ibree  new  offiaers  In  the  Post  Office  De- 
parimeni ;  yet  no  one  will  pretend  that  the  pas. 
■age  of  this  law  was  indispeoMbly  necessary; 
because  that  Depariment  had  heen,  and  coold 
still  hare  been,  condve  ted  without  tbem.  Indeed, 
sir,  if  you  look  at  your  statute  books  you  will  see 
ibat  many  laws  hare  been  pased  that  were  not 
iodispeasably  oeeetsaiy,  but  were  merely  need- 
ful, fit,  aod  proper.  Breu  this  spleodid  Hall 
must  stand  in  jndgmeni  against  yon,  if  sneh  & 
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nrntrovr  eeaiiruciiiM  o[  thai  pirt  of  ihe  CoD*li- 
lutian  ■■  to  prevkil ;  Ibme  pillars  of  eoilly  work- 
maoship  wbich  lurroand  ai,  and  the  clcgaot 
doma  wbioh  ihejr  Biippiirt,  wm  made  id  cod- 
formiiy  to  the  Uws  viuei  for  the  purpose.  And 
are  they  iDditpeoiablv  aeceuary  1  Cuuld  we  not 
do  the  buuncM  of  lni>  naiioo  in  a  roorri  Ibai 
should  not  haie  cMt  onc-teaih  of  ibe  mooey  ibal 
has  been  cipended  an  EbU?  iBstrad  of  ihne 
easy  aDdezpensireMaii,  viih  which  every  mem- 
b«r  la  aeootumodated,  oould  we  not  tit  on  aach 
as  that  on  which  "  ihe  immorul  Alfred  *alT' 
Again,  air,  law*  pro*idiDB  for  the  ercetioD  of 
hgbt-ho«Meii,  sod  for  the  alabJiahmeut  of  a  niili- 
lary  academy,  bare  been  paHed  by  Cod^km. 
Tta«ae  laws  matt  *priaf  ont  of  Ehe  power,  by  ibe 
'Coostilulioa,  lo"  proBiote  the  geacral  welfare^' 
for,  to  DO  oibet  power  girco  fay  the  GonBtito- 
tioQ  are  they  pmpttlf  referable.  Srecting  ligbt- 
bousea  ji  nut  "  regalalisg  eooiinenie,"  properly 
and  atrioily  ipetkiog;  neither  ij  teaching  mili- 


.  larr  serTice  to  those  who  are  not  toldien^  '^raiHug 
ina  snppJTiioa  armies;"  but  each  are  mean*  of 
proaioiiflg  [£e  general  welfare,"  by  the  nacful- 


>  new  of  the  former  to  commereiel  buaiacK,  and 
,  Ihe  laUer  Id  armies,  when  thcf  shall  hire  been 
rabed.  Bat  are  either  of  thesv  indispeniiably  ne- 
,  cessary?  Certaioiy  not.  But,  perbaps,  I  have 
,  said  eoodsh  on  this  subject.  Beliefiag,  as  I  do, 
that  iho  OeoeraL  Ooverament  ought  to  possess 
all  Buch  powers  as  oeceuarily  eoucern  tae  bast 
intaiesi  and  good  of  the  whule,  aod  belierinK, 
too,  that  Ihe  CoOBCitDtion,  buweTsr  indefinite  it 
may  io  sotae  ioslancs*  be  fuood,  was  iniended  lo 
coniaJD  a  graoi  of  such  powem,  wiih  the  excep- 
ticKiB  wbicD  I  have  before  meauoned,  it  roiut  re> 
main  for  othera,  and  not  for  me,  tu  gauge  and 
limit  it  to  such  narrow  oonstructionB  at  are 
,  Hiually  inoompatibte  with  the  purposes  of  aa- 
lioQal  soTcreigaty,  and  the  obvioua  meaniog  of 
,  words  in  our  mother  tongue. 

There  can  be  no  doabt,  sir,  that  our  written 
eonstitutioni  nra  of  czoelkfli  use  in  dcsigoaling 
the  form  and  drawing  the  oailines  of  governmeoi, 
in  BUch  manner  a*  rendera  them  but'  little  liable 
to  capricious  variations.  While  in  this  way  they 
■erve  ■■  durable  laodmarks  to  those  in  power, 
they  will  also  be  of  esaeuiial  benefit  to  posieritf , 
if  ihey  should  inolioe  lo  a  degeneracy  of  poliii- 
eal  principles^  b^  exciting  their  emulation,  in 
holding  up  to  Tiew  thdae  principles  by  which 
(heir  nobler  aoeesion  wen  gorcroed.  Having 
been  the  orig^Jnala,  however,  in  ihe  adoption  of 
wriiiea  oonitiiuliona  of  govarnmenl,  wa  have 
made  them  qiuM  a  hobby-horse,  and  seem  to 
imagine  ihem  adeqaate  lo  all  the  purposes  of  pre- 
serving our  liberties  forever.  For  myself,  1  am 
not  quite  bo  strong  in  (his  belief.  I  fear  that  if 
WB  place  too  mttch  reliance  on  ihisspeei&e,  with- 
out providing  some  olbor  means  for  guarding  and 
piesecTiDg  out  liberties,  they  may  depart  from  u* 
while  w«  are  io  full  possession  of  our  written 
eoostituiions.  loitaad,  then,  of  being  over  seru- 
palous  about  giving  to  particular  eiprcasioos  in 
ont  consiiiutions  a  narrower  meaning  than  they 
obriomly  import,  lei  oa  try  to  iove^ligate  the 


principles  by  whioh  powers  mnai  necessarily  be 
regulated  io  a  free  confederated  Republic,  if  reg- 
ulated as  they  ougbt  to  be ;  and  having  ascer- 
tained this  point,  having  ascertained  wbut  pow- 
ers necessarily  concern  the  whole  united,  and 
what  power*  may  be  locally  exercitied  witlioul 
injury  OT  danger  to  the  whole,  we  can  then  easily 
perceive  what  ought  to  be,  and  wbai  is  the  real 
meaning  and  ioieni  of  words  in  our  written  con- 
■litations. 

And,  above  all,  let  us  not  be  terriOed  by  Ibosa 
who,  for  want  of  belter  nrguraeals,  appeal  to  our 
fears;  wbo  (ell  us  of  Ibe  danger  there  i*  in  adopt- 
ing this  or  that  construction,  or  ibis  or  ihal  mea- 
snre;  that  if  you  admit  of  power*  by  iraplieation, 
you  open  a  wide  vortex,  in  which  will  cerlainlf 
be  *walIowed  up  all  the  powers  of  ihe  Stales;  oi 
that  if  you  adopt  one  measure,  you  will,  there- 
fore, adopt  another,  and  another,  until  you  have 
absorbed  all  powers  whatever.  Sir,  this  kind  of 
argument,  if  argnraent  it  may  be'callcd,  has  be- 
come stale  with  me — it  has  no  weight  on  my 
mlnd-~aad  for  this  simple  reason,  inat  demoa- 
sireliun,  and  prophesying,  are  two  very  different 
things.  Whatever  may  have  been  the  case  in 
ancient  times,  I  have  always  observed  in  my  own 
day  that  weak  ailments,  aod  a  spirit  for  pro- 
phesviag,  are  uMiatly  coupled  logelher.  In  my 
mind  there  is  more  danger  that  the  Btaie  Gov- 
ernments may,  from  the  svlflsh  motives  or  the 
antbitioHs  yiews  of  aome,  evenluallf  reduce  this 
Oovernmeni  (o  a  mere  bkeleion  ot  power,  ihaD 
thai  this  is  ever  essentially  to  weaken  the  pow' 
ers  of  the  Stales.  I  trust,  bowevur,  that  the 
danger  of  the  one  absorbing  ihe  other  is  not  very 
t  on  either  side.    As  all  our  OoveromeoU 


as  we  retain  our  present  equality  of  condi- 
_  and  of  rights,  and  oor  consequent  independ- 
ence of  ieoiimeni,  I  should  suppose  that  even  a 
sense  of  eonveaieooe  alone  wuuld  always  cor- 
itly  dictate  where  the  different  goveinmeDtal 
wetB  ought  to  be  placed.     The  danger  to  civil 
liberty,  therefore,  lies,   not   in  ihe  furmation  of 
difleteiit  gorerameatiL  but  in  the  fuundatioot 
ivil  society.    If  our  deseendaats  should  lose 
sighiof  ibose  prJDciples  of  civil  liberty  which  w« 
have  learned;  or,  if  (be  conditiiin  of  men  should 
bcconae  so  unequal,  as  to  produce  a  state  of  ab- 
ject dependence  of  the  many  npon  the  few;  then, 
and  I  trust  not  till  then,  will  oor  pieseot  civil  in- 
iiitmions  be  in  danger  of  being  overlurned. 

As  I  proceed  I  shall  here  brieAy  notice  an 
amendment  to  iheCoiistitntioD,  under  which  my 
worthy  colleague,  (Mr  Pobtbb,)  and  an  honora- 
ble gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Bsr- 
BBRT,)  have  taken  refuge,  in  order  to  fortify 
'hemselves  with  an  argument  against  the  eon- 
itiiutionaliiy  of  this  bill;  it  ia  in  these  words— 
'  The  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  Stales 
by  Ihe  Constitution,  ngr. prohibited  by  it  to  the 
States,  are  reserved  to  the  States  reapeotively,  or 

If  gentlamen  really  imagine  that  they  bava 
diacoyered  any  thing- in  this  ameodmeal  whieb 
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goes  I o  rendn  tlie  p«iwie  ofthtibill 
lutiooal,  I  shtll  mereir  obserTe,  that— 

"  Optlo  aliarp  it  needs,  T  ween. 

"To  IN  wbit  ii  not  to  be  »een." 
If  ■Dj'ihiDg  be  absolmelf  pusrd  ftam  one  to 
•itotbfr  bf  gram,  at  in  tht  case  before  at,  ihe 

KiDlor  becomes  divested  of  thai  ibing,  atid  ii 
BomesimmediBielf  vested  id  the  graatee.  All 
tbea  that  is  nccesMrr,  in  ilie  present  case,  isflrst 
lo  Bicertaia  wbat  pawera  an  gianted  by  the 
CoDtliiuiioD ;  fot  it  is  very  cetiam  that  vhat  are 
not  griDted  are  iiill  vested  in  the  grantor.  A 
bas  sranted  to  B  eeriain  things;  now,  says  A  U 
B,  ifmy  hat  is  not  included  in  this  giaDt,  the  bat 
ahallsiillbe  mine.  Agreed,  aays  B.  Thia  i«  a 
Tery  plaJo  case,  sir,  iind  how  sueb  inlelliaeDt 

GDilemen  oould  think  of  intrenching  themaelTCi 
bind  this  amendatory  article,  which   in  (act 
means  nothing,  is  really  moTC  than  I  coneetTe. 

But  my  worthy  colleague,  to  whom  I  have 
just  referred,  has  taken  aDOlher  ground,  on  which 
be  haa  attempted  to  rest  ntueh  of  bis  argumeDt 
against  the  const iiutionality  of  this  bill,  and 
which  is,  therefore,  worthy  of  some  notice:  that 
is,  that  by  the  Coestitution  ihia  OoTernnieot 
derires  no  pawera  by  implicaiion.  Sir,  tbia  ap- 
pearl  to  ne  the  iddsi  absurd  doctrine  thai  I  hare 
yet  heard  advanced  on  this  subject.    It  would  be 

•  waste  of  tima  to  ^  into  leo^thy  detail*  to  show 
the  absurdity  of  this  proposition ;  but,  let  rae  ask 
that  gent iem an,  wherein  could  liare  existed  the 
neeeaaity  of  thoae  amendmenta  lo  the  ConttilU' 
lion,  which  are  almoal  wholly  reBirieilTe,  if  il 
was  not  Bdmiited  thai,  without  these  amend- 
ineDla,CoDgresB  would  hare  had  an  UDcontrolled 
power  to  legislate  on  the  aubjecis  to  which  they 
lefei?  and  yet  many  of  these  subjects  of  tegisla- 
tion  are  not  even  nieDiioDed  in  the  CoiMlitutioD. 
The  first  of  these  restrieiire  aawndintDte  is,  that 
"  Congress  shell  make  no  law  respeciiog  an  «a- 
■tabliahment  of  religion,  or  pfohibiiiDgtbefreeei- 
<  erciae  thereof;  or  abrid^iog  tbe  freedom  of  speech 
'or  of  the  pveaa;  or  ol  the  right  of. the  people 

*  peaceably  lo  aaiemble,  and  to  petition  GorefO- 
'  ment  for  a  redress  of  grievances."  Now  ihi 
CoDSlituiioo  i*  ailenton  all  these  aubjectaj  yet, 
ifCoDgresa  posaeaa  no  powera  to  legislate  apoa 
then,  where  could  hare  existed  the  neeesaity  of 
restricting  them  by  this  amendmrot,  to  eeriain 
bouads,  if  they  should  at  any  time  deem  it  pro- 
per to  tnake  them  the  subject*  of  legialalianl 
Again,  sir,  Ihe  Consiitutioo  makes  proTision  for 
the  establishment  of  a  judiciary,  but  saya  nothing 
about  the  system  of  law,  whether  the  civil  or 
common  law,  by  which  the  couriit,  ihua  eatab- 
Usbcd,  are  to  be  regulated  ;  how  waa  it  then  un- 
deratood  that  tbe  oommon  law  wa*  to  be  adopted  1 
By  implication,  nudoabtedly. 

Bat,  sir,  in  showing  that  ihii  Oovernment  de- 
rives many  powers  by  implication,  I  am  sensible 
that  I  am  travelling  somewhat  out  of  my  way. 
It  ia  sufficient  to  a«y,  that  Ihe  power  of  passing 
this  bill  is  not  detired  to  this  Qovernmeni  by 
Implication ;  the  power  accrues  by  express  terms 
in  tke  CoBstituiioa — the  power  of.  pntiiliDg  (he 


•r  gOTomnscntal  paw- 


best  means  for  carrying  other  ( 
a  into  efiecl. 
There  is  one  other  groand  which  my  worthy 
colleague  haa  taken,  in  bia  endeavor  to  show  iba 
ooeonsiitaiioaaliiy  of  this  Mil.  which  I  alsodeeai 
worlby  of  some  slight  notice :  That  is,  that  iha 
eonsiilttled  power*  of  (bis  Ouvernineatsreiaere 
delegated  powers,  aoi  from  the  «o*pr«igB  people, 
but  from' Ihe  Slates,  as  Slaiesl  Aad  how  doe* 
rove  ihi«  atraoge  doctrine  1  Why,  say*  be, 
e  State*  should  negleet  or  refuas  to  cteet  tb« 
Senators,  whioh  aompoae  one  braDcb  of  thia 
Lqi^tnre.ihivOoTernmciii  would  bedissdrcA 
TberoTore,  this  OoTarameat  depeada  apoa  iha 
ill  of  the  Siateafot  iia organization;  and  there- 
fore, il  is  a  creatore  of  the  Stateal  Really,  ui, 
this  ia  very  prtdoood  rsasoaiogl  Ijtil  •>■  josl 
look  at  the  other  aide  of  (be  qnesiioB,  sir,  asd  wa 
shall  then  be  enabled  to  see  what  a  very  eoa- 
venient  method  of  reaaonia;  thia  is:  I  am  going 
to  prore,  la  tbe'  atMM  way,  tha  very  rererae  af 
this  proposition;  that  ia,  (bat  the  eoaalituied 
powera  of  this  Qovemaieitt  are  mer«  delegviioaa 
of  powers,  not  frma  the  Siaiea,  as  Siat^  kat 
from  the  sotereiga  people.  I  prore  il  thaa,  airt 
It  tbe  sovereign  people  shetrid  negleet  or  i^tna 
to  elect  Ihe  repreaeniatives,  which  cosapoac  ooa 
branch  of  Ihia  Legislature)  thia  QoTemaieal 
would  be  disaolved  ;  therefore,  thia  OoTcrameBt 
depends  upon  the  will  of  tbe  people  for  iiaoTga*>* 
zation ;  and,  therefore,  it  is  a  ereaiure  of  the  pe»- 
pie.  In  tha  aame  way,  sir,  yoa  can  prova  thai 
the  Slate  governmniia  owe  their  e«isi«n«e  to 
the  will  of  the  returning- <Ac eta  of  tbe  di&reat 
counties ;  beeSBse,  if  those  officer*  shouM  a«gle«t 
or  refuse  to  make  the  reiurna  of  tbe  eleeifoaa, 
there  could  be  no  Siata  legialatara,  and  iboi 
the  Slate  governmenu  would  be  disaolved. 
Therefore,  a  State  gonernmcnt  depeada  upon 
llie  will  of  the  returning  offieeia ;  and,  therefore, 
il  is  a  creature  of  those  officera. 

Admittiog,  for  argument  take,  (hat  we  eonid 
not  go  loeleciioBt  unleaaoor  horses  would  <n.rTy 
us  there,  we  can,  in  the  same  naiioer,  prova  that 
all  our  governnients  are  ereaturrs  ol  those  aoi. 
idbIs  ;  Kcanse  if  our  horses  abould  rafale  la 
can7  us  lo  the  election  polls,  thera  could  be  no 
elections;  if  ihere  Were  do  eloetiona.  their  cooM 
be  no  repreMniativM  obeaea;  and,  if  tteae  wvra 
ehusen,  (here  could  be  no  l^slaiur«s;  and  lita* 
the  governments  would  be  disBolved.  Ther»< 
fore,  all  goremmenta  would  dapaod  apoa  tha 
wiH  of  our  horses ;  and,  tfaerefer«',  tbey  wauM  be 
mora  eraaiares  of  thoM  aoimala. 

We  are  resy  apt  lo  rna  a  wild^goaaeebase,  aif, 
when  we  atMmpt  to  di>inooatrate,  by  maoniog, 
faets  which  are  obvious  to  the  aeaaes.  Thoa.  if 
yoa  would  prove  that  there  is  heal  in  fire,  don't 
go  to  reasoning  about  it,  but  pat  yonr  finger  iora 
It,  and  the  fact  will  be  ascertained  at  ooee.  Ia 
the  same  manner  when  we  want  to  aaeeriain 
whether  this  Qovemmenl  ia  a  ereatnra  of  iha 
Stales,  aa  Staiea,  or  whether  it  is  a  ereainre  o[ 
the  jieople,  let  ua  jnsl  look  at  tbe  CoaaiilDiiOK 
itself,  the  text-book,  as  an  honorable  gcatleman 
InMu  Noitb  CaioUim  »U>  il)  «kd  thcrt  wa  Mm 
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isDCrtain  tbe  fact  precisely.  I(!i  preamble  ilat«i^ 
mioes  the  point.  The  warit  of  rbai  pmmhle 
Rr«,  "  We,  the  people  of  the  United  Slam."  Ac 
Not  '=  W«,  the  United  Stata,  m  Stalex,"  &o. 

But,  sir,  erea  tf  this  OaTernmeDt  was  a  crea- 
ture of  the  SiBlex,  ■■  Btatet,  what  beMJog;  eoald 
it  have  on  ttie  quesiion  before  ni?  Oofht  we  oa 
that  accontii  to  gift  to  words  in  thnt  GontiitD- 
lion  a  diff(;rent  meaniDgl  WoMtd  (he  words. 
"CoDjtreaa  shall  hare  power  1o  make  alt  lawa 
'  w^icb  are  neoenarf  and  proper  to  oarrv  the 
'  fiiregoing  powers  into  cBml,"  be  liable  lo  difier- 
est  toterprelatiMw,  according  as  It  ■honldbe  ••• 
CHiatDca  that  ihia  Qoreniinant  ii  a  orearara  of 
Ibe  Slatea,  aa  States^  Or  of  th«  pep^a?  0«c- 
taialy  not. 

I  haTe  ihovght  proper,  thus  far,  to  potie«  lome 
of  the  priDBlpal  gvonnda  on  wbteti  my  worthy 
aoUeagua  has  resiad  his  arrunenta  afaiosl  tiM 
const iiuiionality  of  ttus  biU,  becaiise  if  Ihcw 
ffounda  an  not  tntaUa,  his  arnmenls  mint  faH 
of  ooarae;  and  thna  wonid  bejastified  tha  aNer- 
itOB  of  the  honorable  gantlcmaa  fron  Maaaaeba* 
aetu,  (Ur.  PtcKii>a,)  that  the  whole  argument, 
uken  together,  is  "^tn  ingeaiooa  pieae  of  aopfais- 
tTf."  It  is  so,  indeed,  and  it  is  tothin;  more, 
iaduoeiaent  whieb  I  faaT«  bad  for  this 
"      ■  '  t  th« 


,    -   ,  — t  the'  r 

gTOvnds  taken  by  my  eolleague  havo  been  ibe 
principal  reliance  of  tb«  opponeuls  of  thia  bill ; 
as  nMOf  gaallemaa  on  that  aide  have,  probabi* 
with  a  Tery  beeoBJoa  diffidanoe  in  the  strangth 
of  theit  own  views  of  the  subject,  poiaied  to  him 
as  one  among  them  wbam  they  seemed  to  im- 
agine had  snsrained  the  atgumsnt ;  a  tribate  of 
applaose  which  I  thlak  these  .gvoUemen  were 
booad  in  ooascienea  tbas  joatly  lo  buiow. 

Having,  aa  I  iroai,  obviated  the  Oonatitniional 
Aiffienllias  which  hav«  been  urged  agaiMt  the 
passage  of  this  hilt,  it  remains  lo  say  someikinf 
about  its  meriisi  and  in  doing  this,  1  shall  be  ea 
eoneise  as  poasibte. 

It  wonld  be  arroganea  in  ne^  air,  to  go  iate  a 
UoHhy  and  mlnnta  detail  of  Uie  eperaiioiN  of 
baiiking,  aa  it  is  proj>er  to  prcaume  that  every 
member  baa  made  himself  ac<)B«iined  with  the 
•nbjecl.  I  migltt,  however,  be  pcrwiltad  gens- 
tally  to  observe,  that  from  the  sonitaat  itepre- 
eiaiion  of  gold  and  ailver  nooey  for  aeatoriea 
put,  and  the  probability  of  their  still  oaatimiing 
lo  depieeiate,  the  neoeuity  of  a  well  eatabliaheS 
banking  system  beeomea  every  day  moi«  and 
More  obTiona.  Tea  tbonsand  doiUna,  which,  in 
these  days,  is  bm  a  moderate  forttiaa.  ii  nearly 
a  cart-load  in  silver.  Thirty  yean  ago  half  that 
■nm  wonld  nvrehase  aa  mneh  as  the  whole  will 
aow.  PosaiUy,  in  the  eoone  of  a  ocatury,  a 
poaad  weight  of  gold  will  not  be  more  valuable 
thanapouodwerfhtofsi'lverisatprcseal.  Oold, 
as  a  currency,  wiA  then  have  becMne  very  oum- 
bsTSome;  end  silver,  as  a  currency,  will  then  be 
Marcely  puriaUe.  What,  then,  is  to  be  doae  t 
Why  put  tfaeae  meials  toto  the  vetilta  of  banks, 
aad  issue,  in  paper,  that  which  repretents  Ifaem; 
at  ntber,  thai  whicli  joiatlyiefnaaiua  tkaffl  ajad 


ihe  pramiasory  neta^  oi  other  lieni  oa  propnlT, 
which  are  drposiied.ihera.  This,  air,  in  the  onfjr 
rcniedyorwbiah  loan  have  any  coaaepciani  anil, 
ibErefere,  it  appears  to  rae  highly  important  the! 
the  best  peatible  plan  of  banking  ahonld  ha  de> 
vised  and  adopted  by  this  Gaveramsni. 

It  has  been  my  opinion,  sir,  that,  indeed  of  tha 
present  United  States'  Bank,  a  National  BauH 
ought  to  be  established  upon  a  geoeral  [ilao,  and 
be  to  organised  asia  iavite,  and  eventually  draw 
iam  it,  muoh  of  the  other  baaking  capitals,  in 
order  that  the  biuiust  of  banking  might  be  r» 
dnaed  more  le  oae  eaiire  syeiem  ;  that  it  should 
not  ba  under  the  oontrol  of  Oovemmenc,  ba^ 
nev*rtfaele»,nitder their inapeetioo;  ihat,farthia 
pnipoae,  QoreraaMOt  abould  appoint  a  amall  pro* 
portion  of 'the  diractom  in  every  htaaeb,  and  iti 
the  mother  bank,  wfaoae  iMsinesi-it  should  be  |» 
reader,  at  proper  intervals,  stated  aecoootaof  tie 
debts,  diacowota,  ftad'  depositee,  in  aider  that  it 
•hottld  alwaya  appear  ^at  it  waa  properiv  ooa- 
daeted,  end.  kept  within  due  boeads ;  and,  ftoallf, 
that  Oovernmeat  should  share  saeb  part  of  the 
prcdia  of  the  aeUblishmeBt  as  saight  be  deemed 
reaaosable.  Proper  provisions  ought  also  to  be 
natle  to  prevent  its  being  readcreri  aubservleal  to 
political  or  party  purposes,  whieb  1  imagine 
vwald  ba  no  very  diffisoJi  thing. 
r  The  ptinotpal  advantages  to  be  derived  from  « 
general  systen  of  this  kind,  in  addition  to  some 
which  I  have  before  nwDiionedrwauld  be,  first, 
its  alfordiog  a  permaoeiit  revenue;  secondiy,  ita 
greater  security  aad  aubility;  and,  thirdly,  the 
uniformity  of  iisuuireney,  and  thebeiwr  meana 
of  providlflg  against  lossea  by  eounterfeiiing. 

1  am.  however,  sensible,  sir,  of  the  great  diffi* 
euliy  ef  conviaeing  every  oae,  by  whose  vote  ii 
nasi  paw,  of  the  piaetioability  of  any  new  plaa 
of  this  kind,  however  perfect  nod  well  matured 
it  might,  be  when  offared.  1  am  alee  sensible  of 
the  inconrenieitce  of  palling  down  oae  aystea 
in  order  to  bllild  up  another,  and  pf  the  dwtreie 
and  rain  of  individaals  it  wonld  ocoaaion  if  il 
shonlil  bedoneeeddealy.  Iam, iherefoce,  willing 
to  adopt  sDeh  plan,  aa,  if  i>ot  the  best,  shall  be 
thought  liy  a  majority  the  moat  expedient  at 
piteeni,  sad  leave  to  foivrily  the  building  i>pof 
a  difiWeBt  system.  1  shall,,  therefore,  vote  fora 
UKrercrincorpomttonof  the  preaeei  baiik,  if  noth- 
ing betier  eaa  at  prceeat  babad;  and  if  aoything 
can  be  added  to  it,  hy  wayof  improvement,  so  aa 
to  reader  it  Icsa  eKceptienable,  i  will  also  vMe 
for  that. 

Perfaapa,  sir,  it  might  be  as  well  to  re-incoapo- 
mte  the  pseseni  baikk  for  eighl  or  lea  yean  only, 
and,  in  ibo  nwanitme,  be  raahisif  prori&tan  for 
buililiog  up  anoiher  upon  a  more  approved  plan. 

I  eeoccite,  sir,  that  the  advantages  of  baokfog 
depend  much  upon  the  nuener  in  which  tbe  sys- 
tem ia  organized.  If  properly  orgnoixed,  they 
are  undoubtedly  a  great  aatiooal  beaefit ;  if  badly 
orgaaiaed,  they  bMome  a  niii-<aflee  to  eommtt- 
aiiy ;  and  aoitie  ef  the  banks  which  were  eatab- 
Ibhed  in  theKastern  BlaieiareaifikiDgiastanoea 
to  illutnaia  the  truth  of  this  lemarki  Generally 
■pwkiDfritouqr  beaaid,  thaiaU  petty  banka  an 
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in  daoger  of  becomiag  iiteb  BuiMDcei ;  beeauic 
tbej  ire  but  loo  apt,  in  tbe  Ant  ioiiSDce^  to  tw 
cMsbliahed,  aod  Htneiimc*  miDBged,  iipaii  im- 
pcvpcr,  or  eito  disbonnl  principles.  Id  »om«  ia> 
•uocra  ibcf  bave  profed  isischievoili.  TrDin  ibe 
mere  igooriDce  of  tboteby  wham  thtf  tiare  been 
VBDiged,  of  ilie  ODly  inie  ptiDciples  oa  wfaich 
Wnki  can  be  rafely  conducied. 

When  properly  orgenlzed,  ihe  great  and  moat 
•Menlial  benefit  to  be  derired,  coutiiia  in  the  m*- 
ing  of  labor,  if  i  maT  ao  exprea*  myaelf,  in  pro- 
cnriog  tbe  reqniiile  qaaatilf  of  golij  anil  siller, 
Id  repreMnt  all  tbe  Tsriona  articles  of  wealth  in 
■  naiioD.  Sappoae,  for  iDtlaoce.  tbat  a  million 
•r  Inhabiiania  were  ta  be  placed  by  ihemaclTea, 
witboHt  anjr  gold  and  lilver  >»<>•)(  ihani,  bat  at 
lbs  fame  time  with  a  koffiaieney  of  all  the  atbei 
■rtklea  wbieb  conaiitote  wealth,  tbey  would  ibeo 
ic^uire,  lajt  fire  millian  of  dollara  for  a  eirca- 
liUBgmediDin  to  repreaeni  thoae  article*,  in  order 
t«  be  enabled  to  earrf  on  commerce  nr  exchange 
amoDf  ibemtelrea ;  of  conrie  five  milliona  worth 
oTllicir  ariietea  of  wealth,  or,  in  other  arord^fiTe 
villiona  worth  of  ibeir  labor,  moat  be  aeoi  abroad 
to  porebase  and  bring  back  ihia  oeceaaarf  quan- 
tity  of  nild  and  iilrer.  Now,  bf  the  eatabliib* 
meni  of  a  banking  a^aiem,  on  proper  principles, 
one-bair  of  ibia  hard  monejr  would  anawer  iliair 
porpow,  and  thoa  ibep  woald  tare  to  thrmaelvei 
two  and  a  half  milliooa  worth  of  their  labor,  or 
it*  produeta,  wbicb  tbef  eoutd  applf  to  other  par- 
poMa. 

Now,  Ib«  lerritorjr  of  ibe  United  SHies  will, 
according  to  their  present  ratio  of  iacrenaing  pop- 
ulation, in  tbe  coarse  of  a  eentnrf,  be  fHletTwith 
a  hundred  milli«o  of  iahabiiants.  They  will 
therefore  require,  ay  fire  handred  million  of  dot- 
Inra  for  ibe  nereetarf  eirculating  medium;  at 
prcaent  there  ia,  aay  forty  million*  in  eireulalioo ; 
of  eourai:  four  hoodred  and  aiiiy  milliona  worth 
•f  the  produeia  of  their  labor  mitai,  in  the  conrae 
•f  a  eentury,  go  tbrgad  la  bring  back  it«  value 
in  p>ld  and  aiWer  to  provide  tbi*  necesoary  cir- 
enlating  medium.  But  If  we  can  eaiabliah  and 
perpetuate  a  lafe  and  doiable  banking  ayaiem, 
•aly  one  half  of  this  value  in  the  pTodocia  of 
labor  need  Ko  abroad  to  bring  back  tbe  reqnjaite 
quantity  ofgold  and  ailver;  and  thai  a  gain  la, 
u  thai  lime,  made  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred 
and  forty  millioaa  wonh  of  labor ;  whiih  would 
probably  be  nearly  loEeient  lo  make  all  the 
oaaala  that  may  become  requisite  within  our  ter- 
ritory. I  bare  made  ibis  statement  in  general 
Icrms  to  show  how  imineoaely  important  it  must 
be  lo  the  United  Slates  to  esiabliah  a  banking 
svatem  upon  the  most  durable  nod  beat  poaaible 

An  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  on  my 
left,  (Mr.  BuBwRLi.,)  has  informed  as,  if  I  nnder- 
Mooa  him  rigblly,  that  be  is,  on  tbe  whole,  D|)- 
poied  to  the  banking  ayniem  entirely,  becauve  it 
tends  too  mueh  lo  encourage  comoierce;  that 
we  are  already  too  commercial.  I  am  sensible, 
oifj  ihti,  in  the  Sonthern  States,  •  prejudice  boa 
•Kisted  against  comineree;  and  this  very  preja- 
4*0*  has  aentd  to  baild  np  ■  great  many  hou^ 


in  onr  Noriliero  towna  ai  tbe  expewe  ef  lb 
Sonthern  Stales;  because,  if  ihoae  Sisin. |aiti- 
eularly  Virginia,  had  exerted  ibemuUes  inrt- 
eouraging  commerce  to  be  carried  oa  wiiliit 
their  owo  limits,  much  of  the  wealtb  n  rapidly 
acquired  in  eoinmereial  pursaits,  wbicb  iiaow 
to  be  found  in  those  towns,  might  bir«  beta 
amassed  in  iboae  Siaies.  But  dors  ibi  hoBar- 
able  gentleman  really  believe  thai,  bf  jHllia; 
down  this  bank,  there  will  be  leas  banbin| buii- 
>aa  done  la  Ibe  United  Stales?  No,  lir,  lie 
ipital  that  is  now  employed  in  this  baok  will 
on  And  its  way  into  the  State  banks.  Pe^ 
it  me  also  to  say,  ttr,  that  the  naiioa  oT  itj- 
g  to  make  ourselves  lets  eonraercial  ii  idle 
id  visionary— it  it  the  "  uaS  thai  drraou  >rt 
made  of."  I  admit,  Hr,  tbat,  for  tbe  ptrpw  nf 
rendering  outset rea  lest  dependent  on  tonkin  it- 
lions,  it  night  be  wdl  to  enoonraft  mttBbc- 
Ufet  10  a  eeruia  degree ;  but  tuppoie  wt  tboaU, 
would  we  be  essentially  the  leas  eooiBfrcial  « 
tbat  account  7  I  lru»l  not.  CoDmefceNeiwis 
be  congenial  lo  tbe  disposition*  of  a  Isr^r  fat* 
lion  of  our  eouutrymea,  and  it  is  vaia  tDitinipl 
to  change  their  habits  and  pursuits.  hM,w, 
if  we  will  but  look  at  tbe  nations  of  ibc  world. 
both  of  aneieat  and  modern  days,  wtikilUM 
who  have  been  mastcoaiiDneiil,b»t 
ever  been  tbe  most  active,  eaterprislB;,  ioiclli- 
gcnt,  and  free.  I  consider  commetee  t>  odc  of 
Ibe  great  Utbts  t^  whkh  lb*  world  bti  btn 
raised  from  darkness  into  light— fron  tartoma 
into  civilization  and  refioenenL 

An  honorable  genileman  from  HatyUnd  (Mr. 
McKim)  has  given  us  a  statemeDt  of  ifae  iuds- 
tton  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  8uiei,wbicb  1 
will  just  notlee.  Tbat  genilenwn  mtdt  ibu 
bank  indebted  to  aomebody,  I  doa't  know  wkem, 
the  sum  of  about  ten  million  of  dojlin. 
Tbe  gentleman  also  informed  u  iliti  »  »" 
been  a  bank  director  in  his  lime— ofEonne,  tbit 
I  must  understand  tbe  hnsiaesi. 
Presently,  however,  ihe  wurthy,  lateilipnl 
gentleman  began  lo  cay  aomefhiag  stout  bomi 
deposited  io  the  bank  for  diieoeni,  loihitaioii'i 
ol  fiAeen  million  dollara:  Bu(  ibese  D""*.  ** 
strenuously  eooieoded,  were  not  due  taibebsel- 
So  much  knowledge  mnai.  I  suppose,  bsreroaii- 
ed  from  having  been  a  bank  direeiorl  I  mi 
Ihe  geetleman  anervanl  admitted  ibst,  >[  ib"" 
aoiea  were  really  due  lo  the  bank,  H  *o<^i  ""'l 
indeed,  poMcaa  the  means  of  produejof  •  r«"' 
state  ot  diiirees,  if  we  should  oempel " '"""-^ 
10  wind  up  its  eonoerot.  Eitcily  ••^•"i  *'" 
the  gentleman  was  oorreet.  _.., 

iMI  n<rcl,  oCV.  lb..,  if  •  J»i  ■»■".  ""J 


make  t  nitiake  of  fifiMB  miUwo  "»■"■  ■","- 
.  minun,  how  f.r  .oold  ta  (Si"!  ""IS 
of  Iki  ••y  lo  liilf  M  I100.7  Wll, »','"?" 

1.  :.  J— '..  .,   l,5„„i„  J  a,,  of  Ihl  ""ir^*, 

«iioo  orj«l  HJtiW  ''•  "'™ 


HI   liir  w«T  IH  Mail  an  iiuu"  •    '■-';         ..j^mi. 

be  in  danger  of  becoming  nae  of  IQC  ■""'"Zi 
Another  objection  nrged  ag»i»'  ">•  ^''^ 
of  the  present  bank  charter  i»T''"i*'*3!,v!ii 
of  the  sloekholder'  -«■  «.hi^iiofO«M'fl"«"'j 
and  tbat,  if  we  she 
tbat  nation,  ihcee  c 
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ibpir   pow«r  to  injiire  ike  beat  iatMMti  of  thia 
countrjr. 

On  ibeBNt  impremtoi,  it  •truck  me  tbmt  thi« 
might  powibljt  ba  theea»;  but,  on  morentminre 
reflection,  I  aanaot  we  how  ibis  eoulJ  b«  done, 
CTen  if  iboM  enpitiliats  trcre  so  Iwse,  ind  -to  re- 
etrdlesa  or  iKeir  own  iaten-slii,  Ba  to  ktivmpl  »nj' 
thing  of  the  kind.  Thcf  biva  no  direct  eanirol 
orer  the  oonceroi  of  Ibe  bank;  it  is  manisedbjr 
direciori  who  ere  eiiizens  of  the  UalKd  States. 
If  any  one  cad.  however,  point  out  any  effecItlBl 
method  which  eonld  be  lakeo  by  theae  eapiial- 
iais,  «od  which  it  is  evtn  remotely  pfooable 
would  be  tRken,  I  will  then  admit  lilil  Ihii  raaf 
be  •  greater  or  leu  ohjectioo,  Dot  agaiou  the  re* 
iocorporacion  of  ihe  hank,  but  a^jasl  the  policr 
of  sofiering  EaropesD  eajhiallsii  lo  hold  mucD 
properly  ia  the  bank. 

ADotiier  ob|ection,  which  faat  been  arved,  is 
that  this  bank  is  ander  ibe  inaM([eineBi  of  tbete 
who  are,  for  ibe  mott  part,  opposed  io  politreal 
aeoiiment  to  the  present  Adrnioistralioa. 

If  I  beliered  thai  those  who  manage  ibe  esn- 
eernaof  Ibis  batik  eoald  wield  it  as  a  poliiical 
engine,  as  was  furmerly  the  ease,  I  shDaJd  be  in- 
duced IS  Tote  against  the  bill  entirely.  But,  sir, 
Ihe  fact  is,  this  is  not  tb«  rase  at  present,  nor 
do  I  conoeiTe  it  oaa  eter  be  tba  case  again.  So 
many  State  banks  hare  been  created,  that  meo 
of  alt  political  deserlpiiont  emn  now  b«  accom- 
modated nt  one  bink,  or  at  aDoilier ;  se  ilut  ibe 
idea  of  beMowing  bsnk  favors,  as  a  reward  for 
poliiieal  professions,  has  been  long  since  aban- 
doned. As  the  Knglisb  mastiff  hsa,  therefore, 
lost  hii  teeth,  he  can  nolonrer  bite  those  who  are 
not  of  his  bouse  hold— and,  knowing  this,  his 
fierceaesa  has  abated — he  has  become  mote  eiril 
to  sinnftera,  and  more  fit  and  willing  id  be  made 
subsemenl  to  Ihe  wishes  of  all. 

Sir,  there  Is  anolber  string,  which  is  yet  neees- 
aary  to  tie  lonched,  and  I  shall  loncb  it  but  light- 
ly, for  it  is  a  tender  one:  It  ia  ibe  distress  and 
ruin  which  must  ensue  upon  the  rote  iftat  is 
abonC  to  be  given,  if  tbal  vote  shall,  as  I  believe 
it  will,  be  against  Ihe  re^^neorporaiion  of  this 
bank,  in  Sonne  shape  or  other.  Prom  thisdistreas, 
sir.  probably  all  ol  us  will  be  exempt.  The  storm 
will  pass  over  un,  and  we  shsll  aoly  hear  it  at  a 
distance;  jrei  the  individual  on  whom  it  shall 
most  heavily  fall,  will  not,  on  that  aeeouoi,  feel 
it  ibe  less  sensibly.  When  I  speak  of  individu- 
als, I  mean  loeipressmyselfempboiically.  There 
are  iocorpDraieil  individuals  whose  lavorite dwel- 
lings may  yet,  by  ihis  vole,  be  shook  to  pieces 
over  their  heeds  ;  but  as  far  as  any  of  these  may 
have  been  iaslrnmenlel  in  prodociog  the  present 
state  of  tbingSjSo far  will  ibeir  labors  have  oblained 
iheiT  just  reward,  I  bope,  however,  that  none  of 
this  description,  in  my  own  State,  have  bad  any 
agency  iaibU  bofineis.  Bat,  sir,  forlhCMeuaiD- 
corporaied  individuals  who  are  to  be  sacrificed  by 
this  measure,  I  feel  some  commiseration;  he- 
cause,  I  have  some  idea  of  the  feelings  that  a 
voined  msa  mn>i  experience,  patlieularly  if  he 
hu  a  family  to  be  supported  by  hi*  esertions.  It 
vonhl  be  easy,  beeaiue  it  would  be  uaiural,  to 


draw  a  picture  of  this  kind  of  distress ;  but  tbie 
is  not  the  only  dark  side  which  might  be  present* 
ed — its  demoralizing  effects  ought  also  to  be  no- 
ticed. By  100  frr^uBDity,  and,  in  this  case  I  may 
add,  wantonly,  deranging  aod  prost^tiag  Um 
aflair*  of  individuais,  particularly  of  mercantile 
men,  yon  aalnrally  aocoarage  in  iliem^  from  mere 
motive  of  self-defenee.  prioeiplea  which  lend  to 
render  them  a  set  of  shariters. 

I  have  heretofore  memioited  ibat  there  wen^ 
at  the  last  session,  nearly  thirty  of  a  majority  for 
re-iooorpo rating  litis  bank) and  amoav  those  vei* 
two  of  my  hoaorable  eolleaguas,  wuom  I  now 
Bad  on  the  oiher  side  of  the  question.  It  wooU 
now  seem  that  there  is,  probably,  a  majuriiy 
against  ii.  How  does  this  happen  7  lean  ae- 
cooni  for  it  in  part,  but  not  wholly.  The  Lttie- 
latures  of  some  States  hate  undertaken  lo  'Hti- 
■tract"  or  "request"  iheir  several  delegations  w 
vole  according  in  iheir  views  of  the  subject.  It 
is  generally  nadersioodj  I  believe,  sir,  tb«t  thoM 
who  may  not  think  proper  to  listen  to  this  moni- 
tory warning^  are  to  be  denounced,  oast  oS,  and 
thrown— 'Dot  into  a  den  of  Hone — for  those  ani- 
mals, though  fleree,  are  somewhat  noble  io  their 
nature— but  lata  a  dea  with  oae  or  two  ugly  wild 
beast*— exaiiea,  I  believe,  sir,  who  seem  to  be  kspc 
on  aeeonnt  of  Ihe  peeuliar  faoility  they  pessesa 
of  besmirehing  oihen  with  their  own  llth.  Bnt, 
I  would  ask  those  wha  have  thus  undertaken  to 
iostnici  and  direct  meBbers  here.how.  in  God^ 
name,  did  ihey  becoi»e  iorasted  wiih  this  ooairot- 
ling  power!  Were  they  elected  to  manage  the 
affairs  of  Ihis  Qoveraaieuil  Ai  well  might  tke 
State  delegaiions  to  this  Oovernment  assume  to 
ibemselrea  the  right  of  ioatfvetlug  and  direeijnr 
their  several  State  L^alaturea  htfw  Ihey  ahoula 
aet.  No  diotatorship  ia  this  free  eonntry,  sirl  I, 
for  o&a,  protest  agaiaat  it.  I  hold  mysdf  respoB- 
siUe  tomy  eoastitaenis  only,  for  the  vote  I  may 
give  OR  any  nneetion  ;  sod  that  vote,  whioh  nr 
eoaseienee  tells  me  I  ought  lo  give,  shall  aerer 
be  eootrolled  by  the  imposing  frowns  of  any  man 
or  set  of  men  whatever. 

Sir,  if  this  doetrine  is  to  prevail,  that  the  Stale 
deiegations  are  te  direct  us  how  wa  must  act, 
then  we  shall  be  in  danger  «f  beeomiog  a  fallen 
people.  It  will  go  lo  subvert  the  porpoaea  foe 
wbteh  this  Oovernmeai  was  ectablished.  It  will 
be  reducing  us  to  a  stale  whieh  mat  e^es  prow 
worse  than  the  old  Confederation ;  lor,  even  un- 
der thai  system  of  Qoverument,  the  State  Legie- 
laiures  did  not  attempt  to  dietaie  lo  Congrcsa. 
but,  on  the  contrary,  Congveae  ni«d  lo  recommead 
measure*  for  ihem  to  adopi. 

My  ide^  sir,  of  the  best  method  of  getting 
along  with  our  various  eooeeras,  is,  for  each  to 
mindtheirownbusiDem.  lamnotsoarrogantaaM 
wish  to  bave  any  control  orer  ihe  opinions  or  the 
votes  of  others';  and  all  Ibat  I  require  in  ruiura 
is,  that  Ihe  same  measureuf  courtesy  be  deallo«t 

Sir,  I  hare  thought  proper,  in  order  to  vindi- 
cate my  awn  sentimeots,  and  my  own  indepcBd- 
eaee  of  fealiog,  lo  say  thus  mueh.  I  hare  liu|« 
more  to  any,  fvrihar  than  to  repeat,  that  I  aa  o^ 
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poMd  to  pDitiog  down  tbi«  bank  MiiUeelf,  «a4 
mex peeled] ]r,  ind  in  no  w*7  trbaiefer,  aalns  ii 
be  done  gimdualljr,  wbileaaolber,  leu  exception- 
able, J9  reiriag  up  to  fill  il*  place.  Permil  me  to 
•dd,  »ir.  tb4i  it  require*  much  leu  capaciiT  to  pull 
4owii  tbao  lo  build  op;  ihu  I  am  ifraid  thu 
Mme  wbo  never  eiD  diitinfuish  tbemaeUes  in 
the  vat  way,  mnf,  in  iheir  lore  of  fame,  aiin  ai 
the  ■cquirvmcDt  of  aome  dtstinclioe  ia  ifieolher. 
I  eoofeM  1  hare  M>me  little  feara  on  this  tnbject ; 
fot  i  am  fullr  cooTJnced,  sir,  that  if  erer  ihi* 
Oavernmeat  shall  be  provttaiM,  which  Qod  for* 
bid  !  the  work  will  be  accompliihttd  not  bjr  Ro- 
•nana,  luc  by  the  banda  of  Buoh  aa  ihoie  under 
which  Romemok  aod  periihcd. 

Mr.  TALLMAOflB  said,  aithoogh  the  bill  now 
befoie  the  House  had  Bodergoae  a  pretty  anople 
diteuiaion,  and  altbough  he  felt  almost  diiquali' 
fied  from  ipeaklng  diBiinedy,  from  the  preiiute 
ofa  KTere  cold,  yet  he  couut  not  Kconeile  it  lo 
fcia  aense  of  duty  to  permit  the  qvpMion  U>  bi 
laken  on  ihe  preteat  hil^  without  aubmiiiinfa 
lew  rentarka  to  the  eoniideraiion  of  the  Houae. 
-lo  doing  this,  h«  wxHild.  endcaror  to  place  the 
question  on  ita  prosier  baaia,  direMe^  of  any  ex- 
inmeoBa  eenaidemiiona,  by  the  admiaaion  ri  which 
MOW  geoiJwnea  appeared  to  bare  loat  aight  of 
the  iroe  meriia  of  the  question. 

Before  1  ^oeecd  lo  dieeiiaa  iba  bill  bow  baTote 
4k«  HoDM  <uid  U r,  T.)  1  tak«  oocuion  to  re- 
■Hfh,  aorae  yentlemnn  «yp«Bi  to  entertain  very 
KmiMd.  nsd,  in  ny  jndgneot,  very  ■■eoneet  ideae 
>at  baaking  iniiiniiiMM.  Frooi  aoine  obaetvaiwni 
vbiob  I  bave  liaKned  to,  I  abould  auppoae  (bat  a 
.bank  waa  conajdered  dm h ing  better  ibm  a  broker's 
•vfioe,  ia  which  Jewa  and  money  brokeri  meet  lo 
piey  HpoQ  tbe  eomvonlty.  Olhera  have  cob- 
MTcd  the  inaiitutioo  19 Pandora's  box.frora  which 
Jiavcieaacdiheprioeipalevilawhichbaveatticted 
tkiaooulry.  ManysiKtlarreniarka,eqvBUrcnitfe 
■ad  irrelevant,  faaia  baaa  anfaautied  by  aoiaegea- 
tlcinen  who  wish  the  dwaohition  «f  ibo  Baak  of 
the  UaUed  Btatn.  For  tbe  information  of  aiwb 
gentlemen,  I  take  occation  to  rematk,  that  the 
Kta  of  banka  by  the  principal  comaiercMl  nations 
in  tbe  etviliKed  world,  eianpa  a  valua  npon  tbe. 
iasiitutioD,  too  broad  and  too  wcU  atlcaieA,  to  be 
^aeatioQcd  at  thia  time. 

Tbe  Bank  ctf  the  United  fitaiea,  wboM  oorpo- 
late  tziatanoa  wear*  ealled  oo  toaoniloBe,aeenaB 
4»have  been  iostiiaicd  piioclpally  for  tvo  pur- 
poses, (viz.)  that  of  diaoount  and  depoaiie..  Under 
tbe  first,  loane  and  faciliiiec  are  obtained  both  by 
the  GoverDtneiuaBdindividuaiat  andbylhelaal, 
corporate  bodies  and  individuals  are  enabled  to 
teilge  their  money,'  or  other  precious  Ircaaurea,  in 
(be  vaulu  ofihe  bank,  for  aafeJwepiiv,  to  be  with- 
.4nwfl  at  pleasure. 

It  will  not  he  a  (air  coarse  of  raaaoaing  to  ia- 
fer.  that  bceaoae  *ome  hanks  have  been  used  for 
baa  pvrposea,  tberefore  all  mnt  be  of  peraicioos 
tendency.  The  abuse  of  any  blessing  can  never 
bebirly  arged  againat  its  nse.    The  great  malii- 

eication  of  bank*,  by  (be  diAreot  Staica  in  the 
oioa,  pforea  theaenaa  which  tbe  nnblie.  eniet- 
Hia  af  ibair  aiilily.    Tbe  Bank  of  North  Atoer- 


ica,  which  waa  iacorfwraied  ia  th«  ycu-  1^ 
served  mally  to  invigorate  public  <;^Fdi^  ai- 
onqueationably  abed  a  solnury  inflaeBce  on  v 
meaauresof  that  eventful  epoch  in  cnr  Re  volaii:^ 
But  I  will  not  enlarge  on  tbia  point,  prvaasi^ 
that  few  can  be  found  witbin  the  novnd  ttfay 
voice,  who  will  question  the  utility  of  the  B*^ 
of  Ihe  United  Stales. 

The  remarka  which  I  propone  to  Mibiiut,  -wl  . 
be  comprised  under  th«  two  followiag  genn  . 
heads:  , 

1.  Haa  Coogreaa  a  Coactitoiionml  powariaw'  ' 
new  the  prcaent  charter  of  ihe  Bank  of  ibcUii-  I 
ted  States?  I 

8.  Is  it  expedient,  at  this  time,  to  perwi  ia  | 
ehaner  lo  expire  %  ' 

That  tl)t  field  of  coatraveTsy  mar  ^  oamnl 
much  as  possible,  it  may  not  be  iai proper  a  I 
consider  the  points  ia  which  ail  agree  ;  a»l  ak  i 
the  meat  promiueol  subjects  of  debate.  I  lba^  j 
fore  cootiider  the  three  following  poiatsaa  MptA  ', 
10  by  the  frieitda  aa  well  aa  tbe  CDeaiie*  of  lii 
preaeni  bill. 

1.  That  Congreas  have  the  CoHMitationalpewff 
(o  make  all  law*  neoeasary  lo  carry  into  ciec«-    I 
lion  the  Gooalitnlion  of  the  United  StaiaL  | 

2.  Tbnt  baaka  are  among  the  neeessair  aeans 

to  enaUe  the  Qavernmral  tn  oarry  on  ibfacal  at-    I 


3.  That  BO  positive  iajoatiee  can  be  cbaimtk 
upon  the  Qoverameat  even  If  it  sboald  relnwi* 
renew  the  charter  of  ibe  bankjinaamuabasitwil 
expine  by  iK  «wb  Itailation. 

The  point*  in  oontfoveray  between  as,  areik 
three  faHowiog: 

L,  Tbe  oppnanra  of  tb*  bill  on  tout  table  atant 
that,  l»  renew  theefaarter  ef  tbeBankof  ibeUsi- 
ted  Btaiea.  Congreu  mast  aasume  a  power  art 
warranted  by  the  Conatiutioo. 

To  ihi*  doelrioe  I  enter  my  aote^a  prMiaL 

3.  They  farther  aasertthat the  Stale  haiktaic 
competent  to  answer  all  tbe  demnodaof  ihcGea- 
eral  Government  in  their  fiaaal  operatioas. 

This  doctrine  I  can  by  oo  means  aSaiiL 

3.  It  has  also  heen  asserted,  that  tbe  Ba^«f 
the  Uailed  Statea  orfginaied  with  a  party;  ibH 
it  has  hean  aepported  by  a  party ;  and  must  ■•• 
be  decided  on  party  prlooiplea. 

The  iwo  first  paita  of  tots  propoaiiioa  1  deaf, 
bot  1  fear  I  ahall  be  constrained  to  sabmit  to  Uit 
last. 

I  aome  now  to  the  consideratioa  of  tbe  CooA- 
tutieoal  queelion,  and  inaamucb  a*  it  enbraees 
coQtMOf  nees  very  raomeatons,  batb  to  the  Gen- 
eral  Government  and  to  our  individnal  ciiiicnt, 
1  hope  this  honorable  Houae  will  btar  bk  with 
candor. 

The  gronnd  taken  by  tbe  oppoacrs  of  tbe  pr(» 
eot  bill  reiu  upon  the  lOih  article  of  tbe  amea^ 
meata  to  the  Constitaiion,  which  declam  tka 
the  powers  not  delegated  to  Congress  are  reaern' 
to  ihe  State*,  dke., and hencean  infereoceiadtaea 
tbal  because  no  eipres*  power  can  be  faaod  dri- 
egaiiog  the  aulboriiy  to  grant  incorpomioMi 
therefore  Congress  eattnet  ooBatiiBlioaally  (xet- 
niae  aueb  power.  -The  faUaty  of  this  arguoKBi 
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majr  iMibown  in  DumbcrleM  infUace*,  ind  from 
every  day's  eiMricDce  to  legiiLalioo.  As  a  Ttmi- 
liar  iaaianae,  I  Wletve  to  iiiquire,'by  whalexpreu 
auiboriiy  in  ibe  Cooiututioa  hu  iJje  QDrerDnieat 
Knjr  power  U)  eniabiish  cuilon-houiet,  oi  lo  ap- 
point officer!  tor  ihe  eulleciiou  of  the  reveaue? 
And  yet  the  orderly  inaDaKemeotof  the  Treasury 
Department  to  ImperioUHiy  detoHoda  the  eierciM 
of  ihiB  power,  that  ao  doubt  has  ever  been  eaier- 
taiaed  as  to  ii«  coastitmionaliiy. 

Id  defining  tbe  powers  cfCaagreu,  there  »eeiiui 
to  be  K  ibreefoid  rule  given  in  the  CoMtiluiieo. 

1.  Positive  u  (o  Ibe  power  granted. 

2.  NegaiiTC  on  ibe  General  QoverDmant. 

3.  Negative  on  (he  Suteii, 

If  gentlemen  will  turn  to  ibe  Grtt  article  of  the 
CoD!ititutiOD,aoder  ibe  Sib  section,  they  will  find 
the  powers  enunierttcc]  which  CongreM  may  ex- 
ercise.   Inasmuch  as  Congress  has  the  power  lo 
lay  a,aJ  eolleet  laiei,  duties,  imposts  and  excises, 
K>  it  i*  tiUo,  prorided,  ''That  ibey  may  make  all 
laws  which  may  be  necessary  and  proper  for  car- 
rying into  execution  the  Toregoing  powers,"  Ac. 
Here  ia  lb*  basis  on  wbicb  t  am  willing  le  rest 
the  argnmeoi  that  the  Legblature  of  iba  Uniied 
Stales  has  the  light  la  incorporate  a  bank  for  ib« 
purpoae  ofaolleeting,  in  ibe  most  safe  and  facile 
.   tnaoner,  the  iFTenuei  of  (he  conotry,  aa  veil  as 
ofdisbarsiDgiheMmewitbibe  leasl  expense anij 
ineODTeiueiica  t«  (he  Guvernmeiii,  in  any  part  of 
tbe  Uniied  States  where  (be  same  should  be  need- 
ful.    If  it  should  t>f  ooBteded,  ihit  banking  initi- 
lutioDf  we  neceMary  to  (be  convenient  and  or- 
derly niiaiiag«m«nt  of  our  fiscal  coocerni,  (and  I 
flatter  myself  this  will  not  be  cant«sled,)  then 
■hall  I  couaider  tbe  Coast  it  utionaL  question  nearly 
MttleJ,  unless  it  can  bapiored  (hat  Slate  banlis 
can  be  a  sa(e  substitute  tot  the  Bank  of  iIm  Uni- 
ted States.    On  (bis  point  I  shall  bavt  ocaasion 
to  remark  hfreafter. 
In  tbe  9ib  MclioB,  under  the  1st  article  of  (b< 
^    CoostiluiioD,  tbe  vxeicise  of  ceruio  powers  ii 
^     prohibited  lo  ibe  Osneral  Qoverninant,  biUAO- 
ihing  can  there  be  found  touching  the  present 
question.     It  must  therefore  be  iociuded  in  tbe 
amendiBenl  before  quoted,tbeexplaD'>(ion  already 

Even  of  wbicb  J  hope  may  be  satisfactory  to  (his 
ou«. 

lo  (he  lOtb  aectioD  of  ibe  Mine  ariicle,  the 
Stales  are  prohibited  frorn  exercising  certain  pow- 
ers.   Amoagoiher  things  (bey  are  not  permitted 
"(0  coin  money;  emi[  billsof  crcditj  make  any-, 
thing  but  gold  and  silver  a  lender  in  payment  of 
debi»,"  dtc.    Although  1  am  noi  disposed,  in  ibii 
place,  to  contest  tbe  right«laimed  by  lbs  several 
Stales  to  incorporate  bankioil  fibtluin,yet  Ihnvv 
no  besiiaiion  in  saying  ibu  there  appears  to  be 
a  mote  literal  restriction  on  the  State  authorities 
lo  grint  charter*  to  banks,  (ban  on  the  Cloveio- 
meat  of  tbe  United  Slates.    This  construction 
receives  adiliiiooal  oottfirmation,  wben  it  is  re- 
'      membered  tbm,  in  some  Statea,  bank  bills  have  so 
'       far  been  made  a  legal  lender,  as  to  be  receivable 
&r  Slate  taxea,  dbc.     The  inference  froiD  these 
I      lenarks  is  simply  this,  that  as  bank  bills  are  a 
'      tgfmu  of  bills  of  eNdi^  the  wviwal  Suiea  caniibt 


consliigtionaUy  autboriza  ibeii  emission  ;  and  u 
they  ate  the  best  represent!  live  of  gold  and  silver, 
Congress  alone  has  ibe  power  uuder  the  Constv- 
tution  to  regulate  the.  same. 

In  tbe  modern  rsge  for  putting  down  former 
inslituliens,  we  seem  to  arrogate  to  ourselves  more 
wisdom  ihao  our  predecessors  possessed-  In  the 
preamble  to  tbe  act  establishing  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Slates,  among  other  reasons  assigned  for 
tbe  passage  of  the  law,  it  was  deemed  that  such 
an  lostiiution  ''would  be  conducive  to  the  suc- 
'ccssful  eonducliog  of  the  national  finances-- 
'  would  tend  to  give  facility  to  tbe  obtaining  oi' 
'  loans  fiir  tbe  nse  of  the  Qovernment,  on  suddaa> 
'  emergeneies'-aod  would  be  productive  of  con* 
'  siderable  advtotsges  to  trade  and  industry  ID' 
'  general." 

If  such  an  iostiiuiioo  was  necessary  for  tbe  op- 
eration of  tbe  Government  (hei^  it  is  not  easy  to- 
conceive  thai  it  can  be  lets  useful  now;  nor  can-, 
it  be  comprehended  wbf  a  measure  should  br 
d,eemed  unconsiituiional  in  the  year  1811,  which 
in  tbe  year  1791  was  ptsnouoced  fay  some  of  tba 
first  sages  of  our  counlry,'  wilh  W^aBiNOTON  at 
their  bead,  not  only  very  beneficial  to  tbe  Qov- 
eroment,  but  strictly  Constituiional.  This  argu- 
ment derives  no  ioeoDsidersble  weight  from  the 
circumttanee,  that,  under  all  the  successive  Ad-*  . 
ministrations  of  our  Oovernment,  acts  hare  been  '. 
passed  confirmatory  of  ibis  principle.  The  law 
enaeied  for  tbe  punishment  of  those  who  should 
counterfeit  the  bills  issiittd  by  this  bank,*tnetians 
the  original  law;  and  the  lavs  of  the  different 
States,  to  the  same  effect,  prove  that  they  had  no 
sern^es  on  this  point.  The  loans  wbieh  have 
been  repeatedly  made  of  (his  bank,  under  the  sane- 
lion  of  law,  greatly  corroborate  the  opinion  that 
the  charter  was  not  deetaed  uoconstilutional ;  and 
1  presame  most  of  the  gcDilemea  who  now  ap- 
pear so  scrupulous  about  violating  tbe  Constitu- 
tion, aatnally  voted  for  tbe  passage  of  ike  kw  of 
the  last  session,  autborjziniT  lbs  hank  t«  taan  sev- 
eral miliion*  of  dullara  to  the  Government.  Nov,  ' 
if  tfaeorigtaallawwasuhconstilotioital,  thechat- 
tprisvoidiBnd  all  the  operations  of  the  bank  muM 
bare  been  illegal.  On  the  tame  principle,  every 
subsequent  law  relative  to  that  ikoorporatien  mntt  . 
have  partaken  of  its  original  depravity,  beinf 
cqaallyuncoDstiiutioaal.  In  the  year  1S04,  a  lav 
was  paned  autboriziog  Ibe  bank  to  establish  offlp 
ees  of  discount  and  Jeposiie  in  the  Territories  of 
the  Uniied  States  |  ondet  wbieh  law  the  bank 
was  established  at  New  Orleans  for  the  teewA- 
modation  of  the  OoremmenLand  yet  no  Consti- 
tutional objection  was  made  to  this  mvasure, 
although  the  Sage  of  Mooiiceilo  was  then  Presi- 
dent of  tbe  Uoiifd  Slates. 

I  cannot  dismiis  this  bead  of  my  argamentvitkr 
out  advening  to  tbe  use  which  some  gentleinait 
have  made  of  the  terms  pmeer  and  jMorw— ook- 
found i*([  them  together,  as  of  synonymous  signif- 
ication, in  the  present  question.  If  Congress  pos- 
sess the  power  of  collecting  and  disposing  of  (ha 
revenue,  its  wisdom  qm^t  devise  the  best  mtuMt 
of  efftctiog  the  abject.  In  tbi*  view  of  the  eub- 
jeci,  the  erwtioK  «f  ^  bwik  KiMt  be  eoMidend 
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among  the  mnna  n«rssHry  Tor  ibe  "BaccwsfDl 
conducting  of  the  oilionat  finaticni."  My  o — 
judgment  nna  long  been  seiiled  on  the  Cuoiii 
tiocBl  qUFslion,  and  I  c«nnol  but  hope  that  a  c 
did  conGidcrBiion  of  the  nevrs  in  which  1  hsve 
pretenrcd  the  subject  to  the  House,  nill  indoce 
aome  genilemen  la  beiftaie,  wlio  mar  hsTe  here- 
lofore  been  fiied  in  oppoaiiion  to  this  bill. 

1  come  now  to  (be  considcntion  of  Ibe  Mcond 
fmeral  head  which  1  proposed  to  diiiram,  viz: 
the  in^ipedieDcy  of  permitting  the  pe!«nl  char- 
ter to  expire.  Indoin^thiti.  I  wtlj  endeavor  hritfiy 
-to  siaie  some  of  the  consequences  which  will  pro- 
'tebly  reiult  from  inch  a  meirure. 

1.  A  general  distrust  of  bank  credit  mtisi  be 
'the  ineTilable  consequence.     As  soon  as  the  billH 

issued  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales  shall 
cease  to  circulate,  the  holders  of  other  bank  paper 
■will  becoine  Euapicious  of  ilieir  ultimate  payment, 
-Bod  of  court's  will  either  refuse  to  receive  them 
in  payment  of  debts,  or  will  eeod  them  to  their 
proper  banka  to  receive  specie  in  exchange  for 
ihem.  As  evidence  of  this,  I  nill  state  to  the 
House  that  the  mere  conjecture  that  such  an  evetit 
may  Lappen,  has  already  begun  the  call  for  gold 
Bod  siver  iu  exchange  for  bank  bills. 

2.  Suoh  a  mpaiure  wonld  b«  diiireaaiog,  if  not 
destructive  lo  State  banki.  To  prove  the  truth 
«f  ihii  position,  1  call  on  gentlemen  to  examine 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury,  in 
which  mayb^aeen  the  amount  of  notes  on  hand, 
iaaued  by  the  Siqle  banks.  If  these  should  be 
presented  for  payment,  netrlv  the  whole  of  the 
specie  in  their  vaults  would  be  drawn  out,  aad 
perhaps  some  bauks  might  not  be  able  even  to 
meet  the  demand.  The  usual  export  of  dollars 
from  this  coautry,  Tor  some  years  paat,  and  the 
failure  of  iha  accustomed  imports,  nave  contiit- 
(led  greatly  lo  Inoreaie  ihii  distress. 

3.  It  would  be  rniaofls  to  individuals.  Per- 
haps a  mors  iuauspieioaa  period  than  ibe  present 
••uld  not  hare  been  selected  for  the  deatrae- 
lioQOf  this  moneyed  institution.  Our  mercantile 
brcibren  have  more  than  «30,(}00,000  locked  up 
U  this  time  io  Europe,  and  unusually  large  im- 

EDriaiioniofEBst  and  West  India  produce  are  on 
and  fur  exportation.  Accummodau'ons  must 
therefore  be  obtained,  or  their  credit  a«  well  na 
property  must  be  lost.  I  beg  gentlemen  to  re- 
exaoiinethe  Secretary's  report,  where  will  be  teen 
the  amount  of  diacounta  to  our  principal  com- 
mercial towns. 

I  then  inquire,  Hr.  Speaker,  whether  all  the 
apecie  io  the  United  States  is  sufficient  to  pay  up 
the  notes  which  have  been  discounted  by  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  and  which  are  now  on  hand  7 
If  you  aboutd  obliDe  them  to  wind  up  Ibeir  con- 
cerns on  the  3d  ofMarch  next,  they  will  be  con- 
•trained  lo  call  in  Ibeir  dun,  and  as  no  new  loans 
can  be  made  by  this  institution  after  their  char- 
ter shall  expire,  so  ibe  State  banks  will  be  eon- 
aitained  to  Fborten  their  diseounis,  lest  iheir  debt 
abould  be  increased  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Bintea  by  accomoiodatiout  to  her  debtors.  ]a  this 
way  the  diiMreaa  wili  be  greatlf  iacreaaed,  antl 


will  be  unable  to  afford  the  ne^ed  relief. 


lions  of  dollars.     Let  ibis  sura  be  called  oat  of 
circulaiion,  and  ihe  merchanl.ihe  farmer,  and  th« 
mechanic,  will  wniibly  feel  its  efiects. 
4.  If  this  charier  should  expire,  I  fed  persuaded 


he  present  regular  collection  of  th« 
I  will  say  nothing,  but  of  the  diitribulion 
ot  inis  money  1  venture  to  say  that  no  proeesa 
through  the  Slate  banks  can  be  so  safe  or  so  ex- 
pediiioua.  Suppose  that  the  operations  a(  the 
Government  should  require  the  payment  of  a  mil- 
lion of  dollars  Ht  New  Orleans:  Through  the 
agency  of  the  United  Stales'  Bank  this  depoaiie 
and  payment  could  be  promptly  made;  but  how 
could  this  be  effected  by  any  State  bank  ?  Praoi 
the  very  nature  of  those  iDstilutians,  th»  billa 
issued  by  ilie  State  banks  most  have  a  limited 
circulation,  and  could  not  pouihly  answer  on  sock 
an  emergency.  But,  if  ih«  Clove rn men t  should 
suffer  no  inconvenience  from  the  Stale  bank 
emimiona,  mercantile  men  and  private  eiiftena 
must  feel  the  embarrassment  very  sevenly.  fn 
addition  to  these  considerations,  will  it  be  safe  for 
tie  Qorernmenc  to  inirosi  their  funds  to  mos- 
eyed instiiutiona  over  which  they  not  only  have 
no  control,  but  have  not  even  the  power  to  de- 
mand a  view  of  the  statement  of  their  busioeasl 
On  this  point,  1  Salter  myself  there  can  be  bat 
one  opinion;  and,  inasmuch  aa  weekir  reports 
are  now  made  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry, 
from  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stahn,  the  safety  of 
trusting  the  revenue  to  this  institution,  rsitfaet 
than  to  any  other,  must  be  very  apparent. 

S.  It  is  tomewhal  questionable,  in  my  mind, 
whether  the  honor  of  Ihe  Oovernment  will  be  on- 
impeachable  if  the  charter  of  the  banksboold  nof 
be  renewed.  I  have  said  before,  that  io  point  of 
strict  justice,  the  Government  is  not  bound  to  re- 
charter  this  bank;  hot,  when  I  recollect  that  not 
many  years  ago  the  Secretary  of  ihe  Treasury 
sold  all  Ihe  bank  stock  belonring  to  the  United 
States  (being  8,830  shares)  to  foreigners,  at  a  pre- 
mium of  45  per  cent.,  I  cannot  reconcile  it  to  my 
ideas  of  honorable  conduct  lo  reduce  that  ttoci 
at  once  to  par.  By  that  operation,  the  Govern- 
ment raised  the  sum  of  01, S87,60Q— making  B  net 
profit  to  tbe  Treasury  of  (399,600.  If  theavei^ 
age  rate  of  dividends  has  been  about  B^  per  eeoU 
on  the  nominal  capital,  it  is  very  manifest  that 
tbe  purchasers  of  tliis  stock  of  the  Oovernment 
have  not  received  6  per  cent,  on  their  money, and 
all  the  advance  paid  on  the  priactpat  must  be  Lost. 
From  the  remarks  made  by  soma  genilemen^thts 
argument  will  probably  have  bat  little  treighi; 
more  especially,  aa  the  purchaaers  were  Bnfilisb- 
men.  Bat  by  nie  the  same  ruleaball  be  meted  out 
to  an  Englishman  or  a  Dutchman,  to  a  Prenclt- 
man  or  an  American. 

Give  me  leave,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  this  place  id 
notice  a  very  popular  objection  to  tbereoewal  of 
thia  charter,  because  iwo-ibirds  of  tbe  stoekhold- 
—  are  fOfCignera.     Are  not  therighla  offoteigif 
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en  ID  our  vwD  aounirf  to  be  proieeted  m  wel!  as 
those  of  our  own  ciiizeDs  t  U  il  not  enougb  Ihai 
by  tbe  sat  of  iueorp  oral  ion  rorai^neri  are  nol 
etifible  a*  direeion  to  mnDRi^  the  fondi  of  this 
inatilaliuD  7  I  kaoir  it  has  brea  orged  that  for- 
eign capital  brought  into  ihii  eouoiry  is  injuri- 
ous to  the  communiir.  With  tliis  opinion  I  do 
not  accord,  more  eapeeJaU)' when  placed  under 
the  direction  and  cunirul  of  our  owa  citizens. 
Bui,  say  some  genlletnen,  in  ease  of  tvar  tbis  in- 
fluence migbl  be  injurious  to  our  countrf.  I 
should  beliere  the  very  reverse  would  be  [he  fact. 
If  it  be  true  that  where  a  man's  treasure  is,  there 
will  his  heart  be  also,  ihen  lurelf  it  might  be 
useful  for  any  couDiry  lo  have  tliefund»of  its 
enemies  to  use  and  improve  in  the  case  of  a  war. 
Not  ouly  would  ihisserfc  lo  keep  tbe  irne  own 
crs  of  (be  properly  from  being  actire  against  us, 
but  it  would  also  serve  as  the  siuews  of  war  to 
kid  us  io  ibe  contest.  So  lung  as  the  nonefed 
cat)iiEiI  of  our  citizens  can  be  better  employed,  let 
out  Ibe  policy  ol  ihii  OoTernment  bo  directed 
Hgainst  Ibe  iclroduclioa  of  foreign  capital  into 
tbe  Uoiied  States^ 

I  will  coDclude  my  remarks  on  tbis  anbject, 
Mr.  Speaker,  by  calling  ihaaiteotton  of  thi«  hon- 
orable House  10  a  few  slatemenle  taken  from  the 
report  of  the  Becreiary  of  the  Treasury,  which 
has  been  laid  on  all  our  tables.  From  this  it  ap- 
pears that  the  amonni  of  hills  and  notes  discount- 
ed, and  now  on  hand,  exceeds  fourteen  millions 
of  dollars;  of  which  Philadelphia  owes  about 
55,000,000  and  New  York  84,000,000.  If  these 
turns  should  be  demarided,  is  it  possible  to  find 
the  gold  and  silver  in  our  eouoiry  to  pay  tbein 
up?  Ccflainty  not.  What  is  then  to  ha  done  1 
Either  tlie  Bank  of  the  United  States  muai  ex 
tend  the  times  of  payment,  or  the  State  bank^ 
must  afford  their  eid.  It  is  qnesiiooable  bow  far 
it  would  be  safe  for  the  bank  to  proceed  in  the 
first  case,  and  in  tbelasi— it  has  been  thown,  that 
if  the  Slate  banks  should  aSord  the  needed 
Gommodaiioo,  their  own  ruin  would  br  aes 
By  a  report  lately  mado  to  the  Legislatnn  _. 
Pennsylvania,  (whieh  I  hold  in  my  hand,)  it 
would  seem  that  the  tmoiiDi  of  all  toe  specie  in 
their  State  banks,  did  not  muc^  exceed  one  mil' 
lioD  of  dollars. 

What  is  the  slate  of  the  specie  capital  in  ihi 
city  of  New  York?  If  pretty  correct  ioforma 
tion  may  be  relied  ou,  all  [be  Stale  banks  io  thn 
ci[y  caanot  produce  half  a  million  of  dollars.  It 
is  [hen  utterly  imjwssible,  wi[h  all  ihe  specie  in 
those  two  large  cities,  to  pay  up  the  demands  of 
Ibe  United  Stales' Bank  upon  the  citizens; 
if  genileraen  suppose  [hat  no  distress  would 
sue  from  so  sudJen  a  pressure  upon  the  eitiz 
they  masi  have  data  on  which  to  fouad  an  opin- 
ioo  with  wbieh  I  am  wholly  unaoquaiuied. 

Asa  further  evidence  of  the  real  dimioutiofl  of 
specie  in  our  country,  I  would  slate  that  in  Janu- 
ary, 1810,  there  was  in  ihe  vaults  of  the  Bank  of 
the  Uoited  States,  and  its  branehevt0,O51,7D4, 
n  December  following,  there  was  only  tS, 


Ihe  Stare  bmnks  owed  the  Bank  of  Ihe  United 
Slates  $579,653,  and  in  Dc'cemher  following, 
ihe  snra  wan  inereased  to  91,546027.  If  you  add 
■  he  difference  (which  is  near  one  million  of  dol- 
lars) 10  the  amount  in  the  vaults  of  the  Uni- 
ted Siaie>' Bank  and  its  branches  in  December, 
the  diminution  of  specie  in  about  eleven  months 
will  be  found  to  be  about  92,600,000.  This  alarm- 
ing diminution  of  the  precious  uietsls  oujht  to 
weight  with  this  House  in  deciding  on 
the  preifent  question,  that  ihe  pressure  may  not 
be  inereased  upon  the  community. 

Notwithstanding  my  full  conviction  thnt  it  will 
be  highly  impolitic,  as  well  as  peculiarly  di:ilres>- 
'ng  10  the  people  of  Ihe  United  States,  to  reject 
he  bill  now  before  the  House,  and  thereby  per- 
nit  tbe  charter  of  the  hank  to  expire,  yet  1  must 
jonfesi  I  am  not  aithout  my  fears,  that  such  ii 
to  be  the  IhleoTthis  institution.  Iicao  never  b* 
luffieienily  deplored,  that  tbe  filings  of  psity 
honld  have  ever  infiueneed  the  measures  of  this 
Government.  Wbep  this  prevails,  we  must  ex- 
pect that  rash  and  impolitic  measures  will  be 
idopled.  On  the  present  occasion  a  leading 
oember  in  opposition  tu  this  bill  (Mr.  Eppeb) 
las  declared  his  belief,  that  the  bill  now  under 
loo'ltleration  was  purely  a  part^  question,  and 
vould  be  deciJed  accurdiogly.  Il  this  is  the  case, 
the  fate  of  the  bank  is  fixed ;  and  on  this  grounil 
can  I  account  for  <hat  peculiar  apathy  and 
which  is  exhibited,  when  the  evils  ta 
be  apprehended  from  a  non-renewal  of  the  char- 
ter have  Wn  so  forcibly  exhibited  to  Congress, 
in  tbe  numerous  petitions  which  have  been  pte- 
aenled.  But  when  I  further  reflect,  that  agenta 
are  known  to  be  within  these  walls,  who  are  at< 
ready  fattening  on  tbe  prospect  that  Ibe  State 
banks  wbieh  iliey  represent  are  lo  receive  depos- 
iies  of  the  Goverament  arining  from  the  collection 
of  the  revenue,  I  fear  my  feeble  attempts  to  ar- 
rest the  progress  of  this  desolating  spirit  will  be 

Mr.  Qabdeiiies  spoke  against  indefinite  post- 
ponemfnt.  At  about  five  o'clock,  a  motion  was 
made  to  adjourn,  and  lost,  by  yeas  and  nays— 
60  to  55.    . 

Several  gentlemen  rose  to  speak. 

Mr.  Macow  remonsirated  against  a  night  ait- 
ting,  as  a  denial  lo  gentlemen  of  an  opportunity 
of  expressing  iheir  senlimanta,  and  as  derogating, 
by  the  eonfosion  always  attending  such  a  scene, 
from  the  dignity  of  tbe  House. 

Mr.  RAi(DQt.PH  made  a  few  remarks  of  the 
same  tenor;  reprobated  the  want  of  order  which 
appeared  lo  prevail  io  the  House,  stated  his  own 
unfitness,  from  fatigue,  to  undergo  a  night's  sil- 
ting; asked  of  the  House,  as  a  favor,  that  they 


TnoaanAY,  January  21. 

A  new  member,  to  wit:  from  South  Carolina, 

Lakodom  Chevbb.  elected  to  supply  the  Tacancy 

<(i:oasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Robert  Marion, 

appeared,  waa  qualified,  and  took  hia  seat. 
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Mr.  Morrow,  from  cbt  Commiutc  on  ihe  Pub- 
lic LaDds,  preienled  r  bill  proTtding  for  ihe  mIc 
of  •  traei  of  Und  ijiag  in  ihe  Suie  of  TeDD«»- 
we,  ind  a  iract  of  laod  in  [he  InuiaDR  Ttitiiarj  ; 
which  was  iwice  read,  and  commiiled  to  a  Com- 
uitiee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  oeit. 

Mr.  Clav,  rrom  the  commitua 
the  wreDteeoth  ioaiaol,  od  )he  i 
tbur  St.  Clair,  made  a  tEpon   tQereoa  i  which 
WIS  rend,  aod  referred  to  a  Committee  of  ihe 
Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Clat,  froni  the  same  coni>iiittee,BlM)  made 
R  report  OD  the  petition  of  John  Craig,  referred 
on  the  eighteenth  iDtiaoI;  which  wa*  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Coumiiiae  of  the  Whole  last  mea- 
liooed.    The  report  in  aa  fotlowc 

The  conmilWe,  to  whom  wai  rafarrad  tb«  pstitioaof 
Jdhn  Ciais,  have  had  the  wme  Ruder  «anaUBratiMi, 
and  report :  That  it  appean  to  them  that  the  said  po- 
titioner  took  an  early  aod  decided  part  ir  the  deteaee 
of  the  libeitiei  of  bia  connti;  ;  that,  io  1776.  he  cd- 
terad  the  lenice  of  hk  couotrj,  in  Ihe  B>Ti>lDtiaDar7 
army,  in  which  he  cantinued  until  the  ctoae  of  the 
war ;  that  he  Mrved  in  differont  grade*,  but  wu,  in  Qie 
month  of  December,  1778,  'pronioted  to  the  rank  of 
'  Captain  of  light  dragoom  in  the  PennntvaniR  line, 
wbieh  rank  he  held  until  the  eloae  of  Uic  war ;  and 
that  he  waa  In  active  lerrieB  tbiongli  the  whole  of  the 
war;  when  he  left  the  aarfice  of  bii  conntt;,  hia  cod- 
aUtotiiiB  waa  mnch  Impairad'and  injured  ;  be  wu  with- 
ont  tite  OH  of  hb  third  flager  on  the  right  hand,  whidi 
waa  ao  «onlraatad  aa  to  render  that  hand  and  arm  an 
eMRMhranoa ;  notwithataDdini;,  be  fctebot^  to  apply  to 
hie  ooBBtiy  for  relief;  btU  bang  now  bawad  down 
with  oU.a|o  and  inBrmity,  and  bonf  poor,  a>d  almoat 
kal^aaa,  ha  Ii  ooupriled  Io  throw  htmielf  upon  the 
chuily  and. humanity  ofhia  caonttr.  Thecomniiitae 
daam  thia  one  of  thoae  bard  caae*  which  ia  not  provided 
bi  by  law  i  they,  nirerlbeltai,  are  of  opinion,  that  it 
kone  of  llioeecauBwhicbwill  juatifja  jenrtare&oin 
Iha  atrict  rulea  of  law  and  practice,  and  do,  tberafore, 
aoimit  the  fotlowiDg  jeaolution  ; 

Eaohtd,  That  the  acconnting  officer  at  the  Trea- 
nuj  ba  direclad  to  pay  Captain  John  Craig  one  thou- 
aand  dollars. 

Mt.JEMNiiias  prneated  a  reaolutioB  of  the  La- 
gialRlurc  of  the  lodiRoa  Territory,  inaiiuctiRg 
nim,  as  the  Delegate  from  that  TeiriiQjr  in  the 
CoDgreu  of  the  Uoiied  Slates,  to  use  his  utmost 
CQdeavors  to  oblaio  an  eitensioa  of  the  right  of 
Toiing  to  all  citizens  thereof  of  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  yean  and  upwards.— Referred  to  Mr.  Rah- 
itOLPa,  Mr.  JEHNiKaa,  and  Mr.  Qabdenieb. 

A  mEsaagc  from  the  Senate  iaformeJ  the  Houm 
ibat  the  Senate  bare  passed  two  billa,  to  wit: 
"An  act  auiboriziDg  llie  discharge  of  Natbaaicl 
F.  Fosdiek  from  his  rmprisouroent;"  and  "ao 
Rct  for  the  relief  William  Milti  i"  to  which  bUli 
they  desire  the  coacurrcDce  of  this  Home. 
TREASURY  REPORT. 

A  cvmmUDicatioD  was  read  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  made  in  ooDformiiy  to  a 
icsotatioa  of  the  House,  requiring  information  as 
to  the  directors,  the  sharefkoldeni  uf  the  United 
States'  Bank,  and  Ihe  moneyi  deposited  in  it,  na 
follows: 


TRmaavH  IHt** 

Januaty  23,  Iftll. 
8ik:  I  have  the  bowor  to  Waaanit  a  raport  pt^ 
pared  in  obedience  to  the  reaalulim  of  the  Heoaa  tt 
ReneMntatiTBi  of  tbe  16lh  instant. 
I  bare  Iha  honor  to  be,  Aa. 

ALBBBT   GALUTIN. 

The  Secreteiy  of  the  TraasDry,  in  obedience  to  Iha 

resolntioQ  of  the  Honae  of  RepreaentatiTee  of  the 

Kdi  inatant,  re^tectfally  aHbmila  the  fidowing  ro- 

port: 

The  Beerataty  of  the  TreMory  ia  dh^ctcd,  by  lb« 
lasolutioB  albtsaaid,  to  lay  before  the  Honae, 

lit  Aliitof  theDirectoraof  the  Bank  oftheUiu- 
ted  States  and  of  it*  aeveraJ  bnnchea ; 

Sdly.  A  ilalemeiil  of  the  stock  held  hj  fbreignen, 
id  in  what  conntriea ;  and  of  the  stock  held  by  dli- 
ins,  and  in  what  States  and  Territories ; 

3dl;.  The  imODnt  of  specie,  according  to  the  tut 
letonw,  in  the  vaulla  of  Ibe  bank,  diatingniahing  iht 
pMt  which  belonga  to  (he  bank ;  the  portion  belonging 
to  iadinlBak,  and  to  the  United  Stataa. 

enacted  by  the  liitacnth  prarWon  of  ths  an- 
anth  aactba  of  the  act  ta  htoatporata  the  rabatfiboa 
to  Iba  Bank  of  the  United  Slalaa,  tlwt "  Iba^bar  aitha 
head  of  the  Treiaury  Depaitmaot  of  Iko  CniMl  Bklaa 
ihaL  be  fnrniihed,  from  lino  Io  tioaa,  aa  afian  aa  ha 
may  require,  not  exceoding  onea  a  weak,  with  staM> 
metita  of  the  amonnt  of  the  capital  stack  af  tbe  and 
corporation,  and  ol  the  debts  due  Io  the  aama ;  of  tks 
moueya  depouted  tberein  j  of  the  notei  in  circolilion; 
and  of  the  caah  in  hand;  and  shall  hara  a  right Ift 
inapeet  anch  general  aecannla  in  the  booka  of  the  bank 
BBMkall  relate  to  the  laid  itatemenli ;  proiided  that  this 
shall  not  be  conitrtted  to  imply  a  right  of  inapecliiig 
ftie  account  of  an;  piirata  individual  or  indiridoala 
with  the  Bank."  - 

No  other  but  general  italominla,  waA  ma  are  enn- 
manMid  in  tkat  dauae  of  the  act,  can  be  re^nirad  by 
Ilia  Becralary  of  the  Trcaanry,  or  luva  beee  ftaraiAed 
by  the  bank.  And  tfaase  inclnde  neither  the  ni 
J . —  _^  ,|jg  Rinae-  or  {daoa  of  rr-'-' 


On  the  subject  af  Dinetara,  no  ai 
ia  ever  made ;  and  in  relation  to  thi  _ 
gnas  amount,  and  the  portion  allowed  la  aaeh  beak, 
are  the  only  particulars  which  can  ba  reqnirad,  or  are 
eibibilad  in  the  statetneola  tranamitted  to  ikia  oScl. 
It  waa  Bicertaioed  some  jaan  ago,  bum  an  antbaatie 
Bource,  that  near  three-fbnrtha  erf'  tb«  stock  (abonl 
one  Ihouaand  eight  hundred  aharei)  were  bald  by  fat' 
eigOera;«nd  the  fact,  though  not  officially  niDDia- 
oieated  to  the  department,  waa  atated  in  Ibe  nport 
respecUng  the  bank  made  to  the  Senate  on  the  SJ  day 
of  March,  1809.  No  anbaequent  or  otber  iniiirmatian 
has  been  obtained  on  that  anbjeet;  and,  with  nry  few 
eaeeptiani,  the  names  of  Hie  direcMn  and  stoclthold- 
era,  aitbar  abroad  or  in  iho  Uaited  Staler  ate  nnknown 
i«  Iha  Saneiatyi 

TlieBpadain  thevanltiof  IhabanfcaDd  itebnnchaa 
aaoRBta^  nocording  to  Iha  ImI  latRins,  to  •a,00B,W7, 
the  whole  af  wUch  was,  atridty  ifiakiiig.  the  pnp. 
atty  of  Ibe  bank;  and,  togetbw  with  tha  debts  due  la 
that  body,  eoostttalad  the  fand  from  which  ila  omn 
dabta,  including  both  bank  notes  and  depoaitn,  mnat 
ba  paid.  The  aant  dapoailed  by  the  Tr^aauy  into  the 
bank  and  ita  btanchaa,  aoioanted,  hjr  the  last  ratan  of 
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Iba  TEwranr,  datad  !tl*t  intlMttt,  ud  nubed  (A.) 
luraKittilraaniiiUed,  lo$l,&30,00D,  and  that depoiitcd 
in  other  binki,  lo  $875,462,  miking  togellut  nith  the 
UluiM  in  the  Trruurj  on  that  daj,  $a,B0S,4GS.  The 
total  amount  of  depoiitea  b;  GoieramenC,  bj  other 
bank^  aad  b;  indiTJdaale,  into  the  Bank  of  the  Uaited 
Btales  and  its  branchea,  appear*,  by  the  last  receired 
Tcturni,  to  be  9Me4J70.  And  the  ntalentenl  B3., 
herewiUi  traoBmitted,  and  eitiactcd  hom  the  latcit' 
ntnmi  received  at  ibU  office  trom  (he  bank,  and  froni 
the  Treaanrer,  nhibita  a  general  view  of  the  aituaUon 
of  (he  bank,  and  of  all  the  object*  embraced  by  the 
tbtril  part  of  the  reaolntion  of  the  Houm. 

It  appeara  from  thaae  that  1^  debt*  due  by  (he  bank 
and  payaUa  on  demsnd,  inehidiifg  bodi  avei;  ipade* 
of  dopontea  and  bank  DOtaa,  anooiit  to    tl3,eT3,iMS 
And  that  tiu  reumroea  of  the  bank  to 
meat  thoae  demanda  ceiutut  of  tlM  U-  ' 
lowing  iUPM,  vii:  lat.  Sped*,  bank  . 
notea  of  ether  baoki,  and  baUnca  due 
in  accoant  bj-  other  bank*,  paj)>Ue  to 
the  bank  on  demand,  (inoloding  alio 
S36,B(M  in  funded  debt  and  dntft*  on 
oollectora,  which  may  be  conaiderod  aa 


S.  Loan  to  the  United  Stitei,  payable  on 
giving  three  montha'  notice 

8.  Notea  ditcoanted  at  SO  daja,  and  dne 
by  indiiiduala  (including  $31,849  over- 
drawn in  Chiileatoii)  -        .        . 

MaUng  an  aggngata  <^ 


13,<n,8H 


The  Bot  to  iDCOrporata  Ihe  avbaetibeirk  to  the  Bank 
•f  the  0niled  Stale*  dee*  not  itself  elpira  by  any  po*- 
iliveclanae  of  Hmiutioti;  bat  it  ii  aoa^ed  by  the  tbi^ 
aealien  of  the  act  thai  the  lubaeriben  sball  be  a  cer> 
poratioo  and  body  politic,  and  lo  oontinoe  until  the 
4th  day  of  Match,  1811.  It  u  pmaoied  .that  loue 
neao*  nitt  be  deiiaed,  either  by  OaternneBt  or  by  the 
bank,  whereby  the  debt*  due  to  md  rrom  the  corpora- 
tion may  be  collected  aAer  that  day.  So  far  af  relate* 
to  (be  Tieaaiuy  dspoaiteB,  no  inconvenience  can  ariae, 
aa,  in  any  event,  iheloan  obtained  from  the  inititution 
ii  a  Hiffidoni  pledge  for  their  payftient.  Put  a  doabi 
may  arisr;  from  the  manner  in  which  the  act  ii  ei- 
prened,  whether,  nnder  the  tenth  lection,  tb*  bank 
notea  Mijt  in  circulation  will  not  continue  to  be  re- 
cebable  in  ilt  paymenia  to  the  United  State*.  Th« 
propnety  of  aome  pranaioa  which  may  remove  every 
donbt  on  the  lubjeet,  or  otherwUe  prevent  (be  Ifieon- 
leniane*  reeultmg  from  that  coneinctiaB  af  the  act, 
ia  reapeotfbUy  aoggeaud. 

Alt  of  whioh  i*  reapeet&IIy  aabmitCed, 

ALBEBT  GALLATIN. 


A. 

TaaxnrjiT  oi  ti 


.  UiriT 


January  21,  1811. 
Ctuh  in  tie  Afferent  Bankt  and  Offica  of  Ditcoaat 

and  Dtptmte 
Bank  of  Oe  United  State*    • 
Bank  of  Cotnmbia 
Bank  of  Aleiandiia     - 
Bank  of  Newport 

Bank  of  Piltebarg        -        -  ..._._  ,, 

Bank  Roger  WiUiaM*  -        .        -        .       U,88S  19 
Sankof  PeunairlianiB-  -  9S,«se  17 

Bank  of  Manhattan     ....      les.STO  82 
Bank  of  8«m 


«9n,909  S4 
116,192  92 
ei,9I7  90 
3a,78S  S6 

ttn^n  11 


Bank  of  Maine 50,747  M 

Bank  of  Marietta  ....  19,60163 
Bank  of  Kentucky  ....  91,061  68 
Office  of  Diacouut  and  Depoule,  Waih- 

ington 101,S9S  SB 

Office  of  Diecount  and  Depoiite,  Nor- 

"k 1B.<63  78 

s  of  DiiGount  and  Deponit^,  Boiton  341,054  47 
Office  of  Diecount  and  Depodte,  New 

Tork        -        •  -     BW,417  0* 

Office  of  Dlaconnt  and  1>epa«ite,  Balti- 

Bon 199,201  SB 

ODce  of  Dbebanl  and  Depoate,  Charier 

ton 80,646  08 

Office  of  Diaconnt  and  Depoaite,  Savan- 
nah   49,091  S8 

IRre  of  Diaeavot  and  Dcpeatta,  New 

Oiieana 166,701  OS 


3,805,462  03 


THOMAS  T.  TUCKEK, 
Trmt^rtT  ^  the  Vailal  StaU*- 
B.— 3. 


Loam  to  United  Statea 
Panded  debt 
Overdrawn  by  the  Com- 

miaaioner    of    Loani, 

Ohaileaton 
Tieaani^  dralte  not  yet 

coOeeted   • 

Doe  by  ether  banka  In 

Note*  of  ether  banka  «n 
hand 


81,343  46 
11,468  01 

894,144  n 
8»3,M1  16 


1,387,485  93 
•  6,009,667  10 
-     500,062  77 


Capital  Jtock  - 

Note*  in  ciioulatipn  B,(K 

Depontei  by 

Government  1,039,999  60 
Depoiite*  by 

banfca  684,448  01 

Depoaite*  by 

individuala    8,900,433  88 


Balance  of   outataoding 
draft*    on    bank    and 


bnilding*  and  debu    -       -       .       .    609,677  71 


Mr.  FiBZ  moiled  to  have  tbi*  commttOicBiioD 
prinled. 

Thia  notioD  ma  oppowd  by  Mr.  EfPE»  «nd 
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Mr.  WflioHT,  a>,  if  the  («p*r»  were  »»ni  to  the 
printer,  the  House  would  not  bave  the  benefit  of 
them  in  ibe  riucuuiDD  of  tbe  subject  of  the  bank. 
which  would  be  eoniinued  this  day.  Tbe  nio^ 
tiOD  for  prinling  wm  lost— 4ij  lo  55. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 
The  Home  resumed  tbe  cons[deiation  of  the 
nnfinuhed  business  of  j'esterday,  and  the  ques- 
tion dependliuF  &t  tbe  lirne  of  idjouroiDeDt,  lo 
wit:  (he  ind«lnite  po^tipanemrnl  of  the  order  of 
ibe  day  on  Ibe  bill  lo  eoniioue,  for  a  farther  time, 
the  chatter  of  tbe  Bank  of  the  United  States,  was 

Mr.  EfPEB  said  that  be  apprehended  the  few 
remarks  he  had  to  olfer  (o  the  Houte,  would  not 
be  considered  as  well-limed  after  tbe  funeral  ora- 
tion bad  been  pronounced  orer  theexpirinf^char' 
ler  of  the  United  Statea'  Bank.    He  would  ires- 

BlIs  but  a  short  lime  on  the  palieoee  of  ih< 
ouse,  and  confine  bis  remarks  to  ibe  policf  of 
renewing  the  charter,  riewed  only  ai  a  national 
measure.  He  considered  it  unneceMary  to  say 
■nyihingoD  the  Consiiluiionalqueiiion.  If  erer 
tbe  theory  of  persons  who  believe  that  political 
principles  Daay  be  demonslroled  with  maihemai 
leai  cerlainiy  shall  be  realized,  and  a  politicE 
Euclid  be  pubtitbed,  I  would  put  for  tbe  fin 
proposition  these  principles: 

1.  That  all  power  Doi  delegated  ii  reserred  I 
the  State*  or  lo.tbe  people. 

2.  That  the  power  to  incorporate  a  bank  ii 
neither  delegated  nor  esseniially  neceuary  for 
earrfing  inio  effect  any  delegated  power.  Foi 
tbe  demonii  ration,  I  would  insert  tbe  opeaeh  ofa 

Senileman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Poaraa,)  who 
as  eombiaed,  in  a  masterly  maaiter,  od  this  »Db- 
jeci,  the  purest  principles  and  most  luminoui 
cjueidaiion.  Passing  over,  therefore,  this  pan  of 
ihe  question,  I  shall  confine  myielfiosucbobser- 
raiiuns  Bs  will  tend  to  show  that  the  renewal  of 
tbe  charier  Is  Dot  necesaary  for  tbe  prosperity  of 
agrieuliure  and  commerce,  as  .has  been  stated, 
thai  the  union  of  a  moneyed  instirntioD  with  a 
GofernmenI,  possessing  the  power  of  war  and 
peace,  is  dangerous  to  Republiean  inilituiions; 
that  the  dissolution  of  iha  charter  will  produce 
no  injary  [o  ihe  public  or  to  individuals;  that  the 
same  principle*  which  induced  the  Regiublican 
party,  in  ihe  year  1700,  to  oppose  the  incorpora- 
tion of  this  hank,  ought  tu  prerenl  the  renewal 
of  Ihe  charier  at  the  pre*eat  lime.  In  examining 
ibe  Brat  of  these  questions,  viz  :  the  operaiioa  of 
Ihe  dissolution  of  Ihe  cbarier  on  acricnliure  and 
commerce,  I  wilt  not  trouble  the  Hoase  with  any 
general  observations  on  Ihe  subject  of  banks. 
Their  lendeuey  to  facilitate  eommeree,  so  long  as 
Iheir  circulation  of  paper  rest*  on  specie,  or  floal- 
;apital,  caonoi,  perhaps,  be  denied,  inastnueh 
is  easier  to  circulate  paper,  which  represents 
■pecie,  or  floating  capital,  [ban  the  tpecie  or  cap- 
ital iiself.  Every  paper  circulation,  liuweTer,  not 
founded  on  specie  or  circulating  capital,  is  dan- 
gerous to  thecommuniiy.  A  particular,  specified 
object,  say  agriculture  or  commerce,  can  ooly 
employ  ■  certain  capital.    An  increue  of  oircu- 


X 


laiing  medium,  above  ihe  eum  neeeaaary  for  a 
particular  object,  must  produce  one  of  two  effee^ 
either  to  depreciate  the  medium,  be  it  specie  or 
paper,  or  to  drive  it  into  new  ehaoaels.  These 
are  plain,  obvious  principles,  which  no  genile- 
mao  will,  I  presume,  deny.  Let  ine  ask,  then, 
Ut.  What  amoHDt  of  paper  medium  caa.  with 
safety,  be  employpd  in  the  commeree  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales?  S.  What  Rmunnt  can  be  put  into 
circulation  by  the  present  existing  bank&,  inde- 
pendrnt  of  the  United  States'  Bank?  The  ml 
basis  of  a  safe  paper  circulation,  so  far  aa  it  rc- 
•pecis  commerce.i*  the  productive  labor  of  acom- 
muaity  above  ils  consuniplioo.  What  a  aatioK 
doe*  not  consume  it  eiporii.  No  paper  ciienla- 
tion,  therefore,  can,  with  safely,  be  «xiended  be- 
yond the  atnouat  of  the  export*  of*  a  nation. 
Indeed,  it  ought  not  lo  exceed  in  aiBouat  ibe  do- 
mestic exports  which  consilttite  the  only  eeruia 
part  of  tbe  prodnciive  labor  of  the  cornmaniiy, 
so  far  as  respeei*  its  commerce.  The  export  of 
foreign  articles  depends  so  much  on  cireiimstan- 
ces,  over  which  we  bave  do  control,  thai  a  paper 
currency,  which  rested  for  redemption  on  ibat, 
would  be  liable,  whenever  commerce  was  inier- 
rupied,  10  produce  general  ruin  and  bankruptcy. 
The  domestic  exports  of  ihe  United  Stale*  majr 
be  eocEidered  in  value  as  eoual  to  forty  miUiona 
of  dollars.  The  expori  of  roreigaariiclea,in the 
year  1807,  was  near  aixly  miUiona  of  dollan. 
Th  is  great  export  of  foreign  articles  was  produced 
by  particular  ctrcvmstances  wiiich  no  longer  ex- 
ist. During  favorable  years,  viz:  1803,  1804, 
1S05,  ibe  export  of  foreign  and  domestic  artielca 
averaged  seveuly-six  million*  of  dollars;  to  that 
it  would  appear,  taking  the  domestic  and  foreign 
exporta  as  the  real  amount  of  capital  which  can 
be  employed  in  eommrrce,  an  ability  tocirenlale 
seven(j-tix  millions  of  dollars  of  paper,  is  atlffi- 
cient  for  all  eonjmercial  purposes. 

Tbe  Bank  of  the  United  States,  withaeapitnl 
often  millions  of  dollars,  has  put  into  eircolation, 
in  credit  and  notes,  nineieeii  millions  of  dollars ; 
fourteen  millions  of  dollars  in   accommodation 
credit,  exclusive  of  mortgages  and  bonds,  and 
eonstiiutingaciive  circulating  medium,  and  five 
millions  in  notes.    A*  a  moneyed  insiituiion,  it 
is  admitted  that  their  affairs  hare  been  well  man- 
aged.    Other  banks,  therefore,  may  circulate  to 
the  same  amount,  in  proportion  la  iheir  capital. 
The  bank  capital  of  the  United  Sialet,  exclu- 
sive of  the  United  States' Bank,  i*9dO,(W0,000; 
five  times  the  capital  of  the  United  States' Bank; 
of  course,  supposing  them  to  manage  ifaeir  affairs 
aa  well,  they  can   put   into  eitculaiioa,  incredit 
and  note*,  five  times  the  amount  put  into  ciiculk- 
tion  by  the  United  Slates'  Bank ;  five  limea  nine- 
teea  million*  of  dollars  is  ninety-fire  millions  of 
dollars.    This  *um,  «ir,  is  fifiy-Gre  millions  of 
liars  above  our  domestic  eiporis;    forty-five 
illiODs  above  our  consumption;  nineteen  ail- 
ns  above  our  whole  expori,  domeatie  and  fof- 
jn,    ia    favorable   years ;    twenty-six    leiilioiia 
above  tbe  present  expori  of  domestic  andfoitigit 
nicies. 
Can  any  gentleman,  on  tbia  statement,  beiieTC 
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we  wiDt  abtlity  lo  eircolate  ■  paper  mpdinq)  for 
comrDcreial  purpose*?  Our  export  of  foreign 
anieles,  from  tbe  peculiar  tiioaiion  of  the  world, 
has  almost  disappeared.  OuriDerchautsaremore 
io  want  of  a  field  ro  exercise  their  capital  thait 
of  capital  itself.  It  is  a  fact,  which  cannot  be 
denied,  that  we  hare  at  present  a  Mrplus  capital 
which  oanoot  be  ernplojred  is  commerce;  and 
thai  the  paper  ctrcnUtion  ta  iocreasiog  in  a  ratio 
neither  proporiiooed  to  our  populaiioa,  eoDium  p' 
tion,  DOT  wealth.  !  haTe  eoofiaed  my  obserra' 
tiooB  entirely  to  the  riew  of  a  capita),  such  as  ii 
nececBarf  for  eomraeree.  No  ^ntleman  ha*  ad- 
Toeated  the  renewal  of  the  charter  for  the  pcr- 
[Kse  of  ertatlng  a  capital  for  inlenial  improte- 
ment.  Thi«  appears,  by  general  consent,  to  h^re 
been  considered  as  more  properl)-  within  the 
sphere  of  the  icTaral  Stale  LegislatDm.  At  the 
time  this  charter  was  origrinally  gran  ted,  the  sitn* 
aiion  of  the  United  Slates  was  verr  different 
from  what  it  now  is ;  but  three  banks  eiisted. 
with  B  oapltal  of  ien  than  threp  millioBs  of  dot' 
lara;  oar  exports  amounted  lo  lege  than  nineteen 
millions.  Our  commerce  Isnguiihed  for  want  of 
•  circQiating  medium  ;  we  are  notr  in  danger  of 
•nffering  from  a  paper  currenGy,  retting  on  no 
tolid  basis,  and  liable,  with  a  reverse  of  fortune, 
to  recoil  on  oarvelres.  I  caonol,  therefore,  eon- 
aider  the  renewal  of  the  charier,  viewed  only  a« 
a  measore  of  general  policy,  neec'sary  for  the 
creating  capitarfor  purposes  of  commerce. 

Bui,  lir,  said  Mr.  &.,  I  object  to  tbetiitioQof  a 
moneyed  inKtitutioo  wiih  a  Oorernmeat,  asdan- 
gerons  to  RepublreaQ  prineiples.  Neil  to  fre- 
quent elections,  the  great  security  in  every  eouniry, 
Bgiinst  arbitrary  power,  is  the  depeodenee  of  the 
Oovernment  on  the  great  body  of  the  people  for 
sDpplies.  Hence  the  objections  to  a  revenue  de- 
pendent on  loans,  iodireci  tales,  dtc.  Money  has 
been  aptly  termed  the  sinews  of  war.  It  may, 
wiih  equal  propriety,  be  termed  the  sinews  of  op- 
pression and  osurpaiion.  The  facility  of  com- 
manding  large  inmi  by  means  of  a  moneyed  cap- 
ital dependent  on  tba  Qoveramenl,  is  calculated 
to  destroy  the  dependence  of  the  Government  on 
thepeopre.  If  we  look  at  thehistory  of  England 
weabail  find  that  their  short  period  of  liberty 
was  while  the  King  was  dcpeodeat  on  the  Oom- 
moas  for  supplies.  The  creation  of  a  great  mo- 
neyed capital  in  that  country,  under  the  control 
of  the  Goremment,  bai  totally  destroyed  that 
valnable  feature  in  the  English  eonsiitutjon.  It 
has  created  a  body  of  men  whn  contribute  to  the 
prodigality  of  the  Qcvernment,  who  furnish  the 
means  and  share  in  the  spoils  of  the  nation.  The 
kisiory  of  the  Sank  of  England,  and  of  its  paper 
aysieai,  is  o|)e  which  onghi  to  warn  the  friends 
of  freedom  against  the  danger  of  a  union  between 
aOovernment  and  paper  eapiialists.  This  spe- 
cies of  capital,  which  scarcely  knows  a  limit,  is 
daogerotia  to  the  freedom  of  a  country,  wiihont 
being  nonrished  by  the  fostering  hand  of  Oovern- 
ment. Unite  the  two;  give  to  a  Oovernment,  by 
neaos  of  a  paper  system,  a  power  to  supply  its 
wants  without  a  recurrence  to  the  people,  and 
TOO  suite  the  moat  foriaidable  engines  of  opprea- 


Sging,  from  year  to  year,  ita  revenues  to  tha 
ok,  lo  accumulate  a  national  debt,  to  the  enor- 
moni  amount  of  sixhundred  and  seventy  millioB* 
of  pounds  sterling.  The  average  qusrierly  ad- 
vances of  the  Bank  of  England  to  the  Oovern- 
ment, in  the  year  1797,  was  four  times  the  whole 
amount  discounted  for  indivtduaK  Prom  theaa 
extraordinary  advance^  produced  by  the  anion  of 
the  Government  and  the  bank,  it  must  have  failed 
in  the  year  1797,  but  for  ike  iaterposiiioo  of  Par- 
liament. On  the  iJ6th  day  of  Febtaaiy,  17tJ7,  tbe 
cash  and  bullion  in  the  bank  amonnteJ  lo  £1,272,- 
000— average  notes  in  circulation  to  £8,640,230— 
bills  discounted  lo  £8.905,000— advance* lo  Oor- 
ernment  to  £10,072,490.  From  the  report  of  tha 
commiltea  appointed  by  Parliament, in  February, 
1767,. to  examine  ialo  the  state  of  the  bank,  it  ap- 
peared that  the  debt*  of  the  bank  amounted  lo 
£13,770,390— thai  it*  asset*  exclnsive  of  ihe  per- 
maoeai  dehi  from  the  Qovernmcot,  (and  what 
these  asiels  were  daea  not  appear,)  amauoied  to 
£17.997,206— leaving  in  favor  of  the  bank,  £3,- 
826,903.  This  sum  of  £17,697,396,  eoDsUiiag  of 
debts  and  assets,  was  itot  snflicient  to  meet  their 
cash  debts,  amounting  to  13,770,390  pounds.  At 
this  time  the  permanent  debt  due  from  the  Oof- 
eromeni  to  the  bank,  amounted  to  £11,686,800 — 
almost  four  time*  the  whole  sum  left  in  the  bank 
after  payment  of  iu  debts.  Tba  fiKids  of  iba 
hank,  neing  in  the  faaitds  of  the  Qovernmettt,  tha 
Oovernment  unable  to  pay,  kindly  interposed  to 
save  the  bank  fram  ruin,  and  made  their  papei 
a  tender.  This,  *ir,  was  one  of  iha blessing*  pro- 
duced by  a  union  beiwcee  the  Qoveinment  end 
the  bank. 

But,  sir,  many  ^nilemen  have  exercised  their 
ingenuity  in  portraying  the  ririn  which  mn*E  fall 
OB  individnala,  and  the  injury  which  muat  besu^ 
taiacd  by  ihe  ptiblic,  from  a  dissoluiton  of  the 
charier.  From  the  statement,  jnst  laid  on  oar 
table  from  the  Treasurv  Department,  ii  af^ears 
that  the  iiockhotdefs  of  the  bank  are  in  niMe 
danger  than  the  commonity. 
From  that  aiaie men t  we  find  that  the  debiadne 

by  the  bank,  and  payable  on  de- 

maiKl,  amount  to  ...   9131672,369 


is  debt  the  baak  ha*  an 


To  meet  (I 

band,  ineaih       .... 
Note*    and    debtt   due  from  other 


£,0091667 
1,313,3S0 


Jdaking.  in   all,  their   cash   fund* 

amoant  to (6,383,617 

DedncUng  (his  aom  of  96,333,513.  which  may  be 
considered  their  cash  fund,  from  the  tlS,S73,369, 
the  amount  of  ibeir  debt*,  and  it  will  be  ft7,350,- 
612,  for  Ihe  payment  of  which  they  must  depend 
OB  ibeir  debtors,  and  make  this  payment  out  of 
the  914,609,537  due  from  iadividuals.  So  far, 
therefore,  frumpreasinc  the  cummuniiy,  it  appears 
they  must  collect  «73fi0^12,  and  spply,  in  addi. 
tion  lo  it,  their  whole  eaab  funds,  or  ttii  in  their 
But,  air,  1  will  slue  it  ia  WMihar 
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Am*  ef  th»  UmUat  aUMt. 


J&muBT,  18)1. 


wj.  Aocording  ta  the  prinoip'f*  of  tanking. 
th«  profit  lis  aoDDiUr  or  qaiTiwlj,  divided ;  of 
eonrM,  the  eomnaiiy,  on  winding  up  iit  affiiira. 
can  onlr  withdnir  itscapiul,  vtZi  910,000,000 
or  this  capiul  itiejr  ba*«  in  hand, 

in  cash         -        .        -        .        .        5^,667 
Ib  nam  and   debet  du«   by  other 

bank* 1.313  B67 

In  *  debt  fram  th«  United  State*    •        S,7A),onO 
la  hoaaei        .... 
In  debiH  in  suit       ... 


1M.I64 
881,000 
SO  000 


Total 


-     99,969,988 


iBtt  retj  ncBrly  la  iheu  atoek, 
e  tbeit  caah  on  band  a*  part  of 
eet  lbs  parowBE  of  Utcir  debu 
with  the  d«bt  due  to  them,  tatj  have  nothiog  to 
dni*  fmni  the  oonmuniiy,  irbicb  can  prodnee 
Che  alfghteM  preMnre.  They  mar  find  diffienliy 
ia  solleetiiif  a  lufficient  lum  lo  meet  their  own 
eo^ageneaitj  ai,  from  the  roonent  of  the  diuo- 
iDtMn  of  their  ebarter,  their  debu  will  aland  on 
the  Mine  rooiing  with  BDjr  Other  aompBDT  wind- 
iBff  ap  iu  affairs.aod  mud  be  eolleetedia  ibenae 


Mueh  itreea,  sir,  has  alu  been  laid  on  the  oe- 
ecuitf  of  tbe  hank  for  (be  majianeaeBi  of  ihe 
fiBBDcea  of  the  Usiied  States.  We  are  told  that 
a  eonplete  eonirol  ia  gireo,  hj  tbe  Cotuiiiuiion, 
over  the  floaoees,  aod  that  a  baak  i*  neeeMargr 
for  tbeir  niBBBgenieat.  The  i«m  finance  ia  not 
to  be  fonad  in  the  ConaiiiiuioD.  The  hank  is 
not  nceessarf  for  tbe  colleaiion  of  taxes,  or  im- 
potta,  or  for  ^ylng  Ihe  debts,  to  «se  ihelanguage 
of  the  GoDsutiMioo.  It  has  aerer  been  a.'wd  for 
the  eolleeiion  of  taxes.  For  theeolleetiooof  da- 
tisB  ii  ia  vsed  onljr  in  a  limited  wbj'.  We  have 
upward  «f  eighty-fire  pUeei  for  the  colleciisg 
mies,  Bad  onlf  aina  brBOBh  banka.  It  is  ub«1 
for  the  pafaent  of  the  inieteei  of  the  debt  only 
in  consequence  of  a  Treaearf  regulatioB.  Com- 
Miseiaaers  of  Leans  within  tbe  aeveral  3uwt 
are  eren  ai  ibis  lime  estaUisbed  by  law  for  pay- 
iag  the  iaierest  on  tbe  debt.  The  .bank,  Ihare- 
fvtt,  ia  BM  eisenlial  for  this  objecl.  Tbe  great 
pafmenii  for  iba  Army  and  Navf  are  not  at 
praaeot  made  at  beak— parmssiers  aad  parsers 
discharge  this  dBijr.  All  payments  on  aeeouBi 
ef  llie  UTil  list  are  made  at  hank,  but  ihegraaier 
pattmof  these  are  at  Ibe  sesl  of  OuTernment. 
A  bank  ft,  itaerafbre,  not  esMolial  far  making 
Ibaae  paymeBit.  Until  new  Brrangemeoi*  are 
made,  temperar)(  iBoonrenieoee  mar  Msasiaioad 
by  tbe  (Soeernmeni.  The  mere  change  of  agmiu 
geBerailjrin  moneyed  transaetieai  matt  prodDce 
■■eonvenieac*.  The  iDCODreBieaee,botrenr.  will 
te  Icmporarir,  and  does  not  deaerve  eoatideratioa 
la  a  cBxe  inrelring  the  GoBstitacion. 

1  will  clote  my  remarks  with  a  few  obeervB- 
tioas  tending  to  show  that  the  lame  prineiplea 
which  induced  tbe  Repablicaa  party,  iu  1790,  to 
i9|MBe  the  ineetpontioii  of  tM  biak,  Mght  to 


.prereuia  renewal  of  th«  obsitar.  (nafreeeanft- 
try  Ibere  Ji  nothing  more  traportant  thao  a  reeor- 
renca  to  those  fuadamenial  priBoiplee  which 
unite,  ia  one  commoa  band,  (bote  wbo  graat 
power  and  those  who  exercise  it.  Tb«  pecitJitr 
organiiBiion  of  the  QoTernmeni  of  the  Uaiied 
State*  combines  in  b  Hiagle  cberier  powers  ad- 
miDittered  by  mea  deiiTti^  iheir  auihoniy  from 
two  sepsrate  and  distinct  eourcet,  tho  peo^  and 
the  State*.  Tbe  weakaeEa  of  the  old  Coafedn- 
aiioQ,  whieb,  altttough  armed  with  general  po«r- 
er.i,  w«*  found  unequal  to  gieieg  a  pnstieal  oper. 
aiioB  to  ihoee  powers,  pfodooed  t^e  Federal 
CoDstiistioa.  This  ebaner,  theoffipriog  ofeoaB- 
promise,  wm  coniedered  io  tbe  Coar«Bti«D  by  obb 
party  aa  too  weak  to  Bccompliih  iii  ob^ts— by 
tbe  oiber  as  tuffieieaily  ttrong  to  eAdanger  the 
liberty  of  the  citizeB.  ThaM  two  (wiaei  plea  were 
soon  manifested  in  the  adminislratiaa  of  the  pr«. 
CBI  Federal  CoBtiituiioa.  Thoa*  who  tbougbiit 
too  strong  gave  to  (he  CooeiitulioB  a  rigid  eoa- 
situeiioD,  and  opposed  consiractire  powers 
These  were  termed  aBii-Federalitttb  Those  who 
tbought  it  100  weak,  were  ditpoted  to  ingraft 
Tigor  on  it  by  eoastroeiiea,  and  ceoteaded  for 
oooaEructire  powers.  These  were  termed  Fed*- 
ralUts.  The  eolat  wbicb  atteaded  iha  adoptioa 
of  tbe  CoBsiiiuiion  threw  tbe  OoTerameoi  cx- 
clusieely  into  the  hand*  of  the  Federaluts.  Tha 
great  popularity  of  Qeaeral  WABHiaaroii,  oa 
whose  brow  grew  in  full  viger  tbe  laurels  of  itta 
RerolutJoD,  balaneed,  for  a  lime,  these  two  eea- 
teodiog  parties.  Wi  th  .the  *ane  manly  firmaesa, 
as  duriog  the  Rerolulioa,  he  ttamaed  tbe  tor* 
rent,  and  attBching  himself  exclusitely  to  what 
be  deemed  the  iulemis  of  bis  eouatry,  adniai*- 
tered  tbe  CoBtiitution  according  to  ita  true  pria- 
eiples.  He  commeoced  his  career  as  President 
OB  the  30tb  of  August,  1789.  Ia  1791,  tba  ohar. 
let  of  the  bank  wasgranled.  Oa  ihiagreal  meaa- 
ore  tba  two  great  parties  were,  for  Ute  int  lime, 
arrayed  against  each  other.  It  was  at  that  tima 
considered  a  party  qneaiioo,  iaasmnch  aa  it  in- 
rolred  the  very  priacipleB  oa  wbicb  the  partiea 
divided,  via:  "delegated powers"  and  "oonattael- 
ive"  powera.  Uofort^Batdy  for  .bis  country, 
Qeneral  Wsbbinotok,  oa  ibis  ocaasioa,  look 
side  with  the  Federaltsia.  Tim  oreatioa  of  a 
taoaeyed  iaicrest,  ooDaseted  with  ih«  Oorara- 
ment,  was  a  favorite  meaaare  of  those  who  war* 
willing  to  ingraft  eneivy  on  the  CuasliuiltoB,aad 
was  warmly  upfosed  liy  ifae  party  nnwiUiag  to 
add,  by  oonstrociioo,  ibe  extfaneout  aid  of  a 
moneyed  capital,  to  a  charter  eonsidered,  oa  a  fate 
eoaeitHciian,  sufficiently  energetic.  Tbe  d^eat 
of  Qeueral  St.  Clair  look  placa  iolhsNoveBbei 
following  the  eetabliihoMni  of  tbe  fawk,  and  tbe 
suhaequeni  disaster*  of  the  lodiaa  war,  by  ia- 
eteasiagthe  wBDttef  ibeOoverDm(Bt,dTew  mion 
elotely  tbe  ties  of  conoexioB  between  tbe  Federal 
party  Bad  tlie  baok.  Through  alt  the  periods  ef 
the  Feder^  Adminislratioii,  this  moacyed  eapi- 
lal  waa  Ihair  shield  aad  their  sword.  ItextenMl 
their  inflnenoe  and  secured  the  appmbatioa  of 
moat  of  the  large  commercial  ciiiea  in  ih«  Union. 
When  iliia  bank  waa«Mbliab«d,  bu  ilirea  btska 
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txistedlit  ihcUnileA  ButM,  wiihaupitat  oriwo 
millioD  oae  haodred  ibomanil  dollan.  The  cre- 
■iton  of  a  bank,  wit  h:B  capital  of  teo  mill  ions  of 
dollara,  slnQMi  fifi  timM  the  eipital  of  all  Ibe 
niaiiDK  btDks'or  the  Uoioa,  nndcf  ih«  patronage 
of  Uw  Qeneral  QaTrmoiQiiI,  wa«  calcolated  to 
produce  aod  Hi  produoe  a  MibiervieBOit  on  the 
part  of  the  aiMKlioIdere  tO'  ihe  viewi  of  their 
p»tlf.  TbainfliKiiaaof  Ibj*  poweifnl  mooejad 
capital  was  \oa^  fell.  Noihiii|  bai  ibe  raallipli- 
gfttioa  of  Slate  baolu,  mhI  the  laereaae  of  opital 
ffotn  1^  pcctiltsT  mi  foftuaate  eircuBiataaeca 


ttn  ua  by  »  moaefed  inilitution  wkldtd  bjr  for- 
•icnari.  I  rejoiee  that  the  period  has  arrived, 
when  thi*pTivileftdolM«niDtt'MifreDdcril«*h«T- 
ttf — wbea  (be  monafcd  eapjial  of  our  eountrr 
■hall  no  loDft^r  be  wielded  m  an  eogiDs  of  panr 
— wheo  the  RepubJtctii  pariv  shall  bare  so  op- 

CiDoitrof  thctiiig  ibe  iralfa  of  tbs  pritreipla* 
wbiolt  Lber  eoQtetided  ic  (h>  yavr  1790,  and 
of  giwiitg  OD  the  preMiit,  a*  on  (he  farmer  occa- 
■ioD,  (heir  »iifj>ati  to  the  priMiple,  "That  ptfwer 
■at  delegated  is  lenrved  ttt  the  Stales  or  to  the 

l^flTAHLeT.— Mr.  Speaker:    After  the  aUa 


.— Mr.Spea]  

diMOssioa  wbiob  tUi  aubjtri  baa  alreadr  voter- 
Ma«,  I  iltaKld  not  have  asked  your  atteniiea,  bat 
fi>r  the  ofaecrvaiton*  of  the  genilenMo  from  Vir- 
irioia,  (Mr.  Kppsa,)wko  has  last  addrened  yon. 
That  (eademan,  with  a  view-  to  jnatify  sgeh  a 
decision  of  the  qaMtioBaahadetirM,b>sad*BD<- 
cd piopoeiiioDi  nhicti  aR  to  thamaelvcB  so  ineor- 
rect,  and  sttpponad  tbeca  by  a^Dmmis  le  palp** 
bty  anieaiiODable,  that  I  shall  trouble  the  HooMa 
abort  lime  in  reply. 

The  gcnileman  tellx  oa  it  u  as  true  as  any 
nathanMtieai  azioai,  thai  a  pewti  not  expressly 
paalcd  by  iheCoDstiiutjon  lo  the  Federal  Oot- 
crDmeat  oaaaot  be  neraiaad  by  that  QorernineDi,' 
that  wbeaaTer  a  poliiical  BacM  efaall  be  oompoe- 
ad,  thiapriaciplesbaaU  be  plaoednftrstia  ctear- 
a«a*  and  importance;  and  tha  speaoh  of  the 
geoileiBaB  fram  New  York,  <Mr.  PaaTia,)  os 
Iha  bill  bafoK  as,  shoald  be  added  as  an  appaiMlix 
or  contBeMary  proTiDg  iia  truth.  In  terms,  air, 
the  genilciiian's  pmpositioB  is  true,  bat  ibe  fea-' 
tlcwatt  has  aoi  avoidi^  the  error  of  those  who 
have  preeeded  him  oa  that  side  of  the  qtmtiaa) 
keeoofouoda  the  pawtn  of  the  Federal  Qovera- 
uenl  with  the  means  af  execnttuff  saohpowarsf 
he  does  not  (li*iinf(tiisk  between  tbe  objeais  of  Ibe 
Federal  eompaet  and  the  means  of  efeatiaf  these 
objeatH.  And  upon  Ibis  hinge  of  error  did  the 
anpimeM  of  the  geaileman  froa  New  Yorktnia. 
This  aoafasiaa  of  terms,  this  indiatloeness  of 
perception,  as  1  shall  eadeavor  to  show,  has  M 
fftDtleinea  astray  oa  this  ^aeation.  If,  sir,  the 
political  errors  of  the  statesmen  of  thisday  shall 
ever  be  collected  into  a  rotame,  as  the  first,  ttie 
most  glariofly  wmag,  aad  flagtaaily  unjust, 
should  be  ^aeed  the  axiom  of  the  gVotlaaoaa 
fiotn  Tirgtaia,  whloh  cannot,  in  substance,  be 
Mbcr  than  thia;  "That  no  aieans  of  excentiog 
a  power  granwd  to  ike  Federal  OpvarajBeat, 


can  be  employed  by  that  aorerntnent,  unless 
h  means  be  fbuod  expressly  poihied  out  in  the 
ConstiiulioD,  And,  sir,  to  show  how  truth  may 
be  obscured,  and  error  sapporird,  by  ingenuity, 
niy  respect  for  the  ^ntleman  from  New  York 
forbids  my  saying  by  sophistry,  1  will  append,  as 
a  aommenlary,  the  speech  of  that  gcotlemao  on 
tb'iit  qncttioD. 

With  respect  to  the  CoDstitntionat  right  of 
Coi^rMs  to  incorporate  a  bank  for  the  pro^perona 
BdmtoUtraliou  of  its  flnaoees,  the  very  able  argn- 
ments  already  made,  and  ia  my  apprekensioB 
nry  iaaperfecily  met,  require  litttg  to  be  said  ta 
its  support.  My  vkw  of  this  pari  of  the  aubjeet 
shall,  ibcrrfore,  be  brief,  and  I  maybe  pardoned 
for  oBeriog  it.  To  ineorporaie  a  company,  Ib 
other  words  lo  eracl  to  crrtaio  perions  a  legal  or 
artiBoial  capably,  distinci  fron  ibcir  Bstoral, 
is  ao  act  of  sovereignty,  a  dekgaiioD  of  which  jl 
is^  true  oao'  only  emanate  from  ttie  soverejga 
power.  If  the  Federal  Oavemment  be  not  sov* 
cTciga  as  to  aay  of  iis  objects,  they  cannot  fn- 
corporats  a  socopany  foi  the  attainment  of  any 
of  Its  objects,  fiat,  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
Qovemmcm  is  sovereign  as  to  any  object,  th« 
power  tO'  inoarporate  companies,  as  the  fit  and 
neeesiary  means  fior  the  attainment  of  (bat  objeef, 
must  regQlarly  result  from  and  be  appurtenant  to 
ibis  sovereignty.  This  power  Is  not  left  to  ia> 
forenee ;  <he  ConstiiMion  expresely  declares  that 
CoDgreat  shall  hare  power  to  make  all  laws  ne- 
eassary  and  proper  lo  oarry  Into  effect  the  power* 
delegated,  and  that  such  laws  shall  be  the  su- 
preme law  of  the  land. 

The  Constitatioo,  it  is  trae,  does  not,  in  terms, 
give  the  power  to  incorpoTaie  a  bank — that  in- 
stiomeiM  details  only  the  objeets  of  the  Qoven* 
OMnt,  aad  delegates  oertain  general  authorities  to 
effevtoate  the  eodi  for  wiiich  it  was  formed.  In 
every  ease  tl  is  silent  as  to  the  parttcularmeaaa 
to  he  employed  or  the  mode  to  tie  observed  in  tba 
atuinmeoi  of  the  object  or  end.  Instead  of  ai- 
temptipg  to  spoeify  in  any  ease  the  means  af 
execuHag  a  power,  it  is  silent  la  that  particaUr 
in  oveiToase,  graating'to  Congress  the  general 
power,  1  haro  just  staled,  lo  make  all  laws  Baj 
eeseary  and  proper  to  carry  into  efivcl  Ibe  det^ 
gated  powers.  Among  the  eenetal  powoTs  ex* 
pressly  gvaated,  is  this— ''To  lay  and  eolleol 
taxes,  to  borrow  moocv,  to  pay  the  debts  and 
provide  for  the  genera f  welfare  of  At  Union." 
What'Wmlam  first  snggested,  the  cxporience  of 
twenty  yeass  has  oooflrmed,  that  a  bank  is  not 
ealy  a  fit  bMlhe  mom  usefbl  means  of  colleetiog 
tbereroaao  of  ihe United  States.  Il  has  been 
feaid  the  readiest  and  most  certain  resoarcefroai 
which  to  obiasB  aad  on  which  to  rely  for  loaiM 
to  Qoveinmenl;  »m4t  tbroogh  iti  aid,  moneys  for 
public  oeoeasiiies  have  been  safiely,  apee'tlily,  and 
wilhootehar^  placed  at  the  eomtnand  of  Oor- 
erameDt  in  every  pari  of  the  Union.  The  awaev- 
of  this  iBstitaiion,  thus  cooiinoally  etn|Joye<l, 
plaees  its  utilityaad  expediency  beyondi|OMtioa. 
I  consider  it,  therefore,  as  "proper,"  because  it  ia 
wdl  adapted  to  its  object;  as  "neceasary,"  ba^ 
eaiM  if  Ml  the  only,  ,ii  is  oananly  iha  baat 
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nnniibal  can  be  deviacii  lo  obiain  ilieodi;  ■nd 
being  bttih  ''neceuary  and  propet"  to  carry  iaio 
•ffcrclllie  power  exprea»ly  graaled  lo  Coagrtrca, 
"to  collt^cl  taxes,  to  borrow  iiiODe)r  and  pay  th« 
debi*"— it  rouit  be  ConatitutioDal.    ' 

But,  sir,  [he  geoileiuan  from  New  York  Mfi, 
ihe  (Jailed  State*  are  not  aoverelgD,  and  caoiiot 
exerctKC  a  right  of  lovereigaiy,  becauie  tbey  de- 
pend OD  the  will  of  tbe  State*  for  esisieaee;  for, 
•aid  be,  sbould  tli«  Siatei  neglect  or  refuae  to 
•leet  Seoaton  or  lo  make  the  law*  neceuary  for 
•leciing  represcBiaiiTea,lbe  Federal  QoTcrametit 
would  die  of  its  owd  inbeeiliiy.  Tbii  may  be 
true:  tbe  QuTentmeoi  may  ceate  to  eziM,  yet, 
wbile  it  does  rxiM,  ibere  are  powers  wbicb  it 
klooecati  exercise  wiiboui  the  contral  or  iater- 
(•reece  of  any  other  auihoriiy.  To  thete  pur- 
poBca,  assuredly,  ibeo  it  muil  be  sapreme,  or 
Mveteiga.  For  example,  ibe  Federal  Qutwd- 
aieot  bai  power  to  lay  aiid  collect  laiei  and  lo 
legulaii  commercp.  is  ibere  any  power  in  this 
country — I  speak  of  moral,  dm  pbysiceL  power — 
which  eaa  preveot  them  fayicg  *jcb  taxes  aiul 
making  tuoh  reffulaiions  of  comni«rce  as  ibejr 
Iblok  ml     Tbe  Cunstiioiioa  of  the  Uaited  States 


Are  d«ri*ed  from  the  sasio  source — each  is  tade- 
pvndent  of  the  other,  and  only  dependcoi  on  the 
aovereign  will  oftliB  people,  eoasiiiuiioDally  «- 
prCMcd.  The  Slates  bare  certain  powers  ex- 
olasireljr  eooGded  lo  theoi;  they  mir  prescribe 
tbe  d«sceois  of  estates,  and  renulaie  distribaiion 
of  property  and  otber  objeeu  of  ialeroal  police ; 
tbev  are  sorereign  as  to  these  objects ;  the  Fed- 
era!  QoTcrnmeat  is  as  maeh  so  as  to  the  objects 
wilbio  ibe  sphere  of  iis  jurtsdictioo.  Yet,  Mr. 
Spenker,  obfious,  ioUecd  indispcoMble  as  is  the 
inference  and  dedaetion  of  the  right  to  incorpor- 
ate a  bank  for  the  management  of  the  financial 
c<Moeras  of  the  Pailed  Stales,  from  these  preroi- 
•e*,  geaiiemaa  say  it  is  only  an  ireplied  power, 
that  no  power  eaa  be  used  unless  expressly 
granted  in  the  Constiiuiloa,  and  the  exeroiac  of 
inplied  powera  is  deprecated  as  unkoowa  »  the 
Copstiiuiioo,  and  abhorraDt  to  Repnblicantsm, 
utd  dangerous  lo  our  liberties.  Let  me  ask  gen- 
(leioMi,  ftod  i  pray  tbey  will  iaform  me,  whether 
Ihey  do  not  daily  act  upoa  implied  power*  1  If 
BOt,  let  theii  ■peak,  io  what  part  of  the  Coostitu- 
lioQ  do  tbey  find  power  to  bnild  Iight-hoBses? 
Where  is  tbe  power  which  tbeir  Pi«stdeat, 
doabtleaa  with  the- feelings  of  a  man  and  tbe 
finOMtt  ofa  magistrate,  so  freely  exercise*  of  re- 
noviog  at  pleaaare  from  office  men  who  were 
■ppoiniwl  witb  the  cooaent  ^f  the  Senate  J  You 
bara  ooroniiiiees  now  silting,  wbo,  under  your 
Wlhority,  but  wiiboot  law,  compel  eitizese  to  at- 
tend at  their  suiumuns,  witboul  consulting  their 
will  or  cooreniaoeej  yon  bare  conferml  on  cer- 
tain iodiriduals  the  sol*  privilege  of  trading  witb 
the  lodiaa  tribe* — by  what  autbotity  are  all 
these,  and  Boaoy  otber  acts  which  have  been 
Mentioned  in  this  debate,  exercised  1  If  I  am 
auwered  at  all,  truth  will  dictate  this  reply:  tbe 
fowctlodoUMaaaetsisnowhiiecxptnsalygtaatad 


in  (be  GonMiintton ;  the  aatboriiy  resalts  frawi  ih< 
power*  granted,  and  are  neeestariljr  implied  a* 
ibe  fit  and  neeesaary  lacans  of  exceniiag  ibe 
power*  which  are  expresily  graoied.  Yes,  nr, 
whether  I  am  answered  or  oal,  the  fact  is  mtni- 
fesi,  that  tbe  implied  powera  of  ihe  Goreraneat 
are  not  only  fairly  deduclble  from  tbe  spirit  and 
letter  of  tbe  Constiiutioa,  but  at«  eaeniisi  to  tha 
moel  familiar  operatioas  of  Coagreas.  And,  sir, 
iti*  in  proof  that  gentlenaen  are  in  the  daily  habit 
of  exercising,  witnout  scruple  or  t~ 


implied  powers,  which,  when  urged  ia  support  of 
the  bank,  Ibey  tarn  from  witb  effected  afabor> 
leoce,  a*  if  a  single  glance,  like  a  look  at  Ble- 
dusa's  htad,  would  turn  them  into  atoBcI  They 
hare  rejMaleiUy  acied  under  then,  still  graap 
them  wtib  Ibe  Lore  ofpower  and  tha  ardor  of  aat- 
bitioo,  and  will  only  soit  ibetr  hold  lo  that  force 
which  ahall  deprlre  then  of  tbe  rcint  of  empire^ 

Tbe  genllemaa  from  Virginia  deprecates  a 
bank  which  shall  be  oonoocted  with  the  Oorern- 
ment;  he  call*  ibis  a  daageron*  nnion  of  the 
sword  and  tbe  purse,  reminds  us  of  tbe  abuse  by 
the  Britisb  OoTeranenl  of  ihe  Bank  ofBngland 
io  obtaining  loans,  nnd  of  tbe  public  dabi  of  thai 
Kingdom.  None  of  those  objections  apply  to  the 
Bank  of  tbe  United  State*.  The  chanei  of  Ibe 
prcaeat  bank  place*  tbe  inaiiiuiioR  bayoad  ibo 
oontrol  of  the  Qorernmeoi.  It  is  boand  to  ac- 
commodate the  OoTernmtnt  with  loans  to  a 
limited  amount  when  required  i  but  this  obtiga- 
tioa  on  the  bank,  although  its  perfarmanoe  nuf 
at  time*  chance  to  be  nntaroranle  to  tbe  iostim- 
tion,  is  yet  conneeicd  with  no  danger  to  tho 
country,  sinae  the  one  cannot  lead,  oniil  we,  tbe 
repreMntatiTe*  of  tbe  people  bare  anthortxed  tbe 
other  10  barrow.  Tbe  E^ecutir*  of  the  United 
Slate*  it  *aid  lo  bear  tha  award,  bnt,air,Caagresi 
holds  ibe  purse,  and  it  ba*  not  been  expiaioed  to  oa 
bow  ihe  existence  of  a  bank  is  to  reader  one  *nb- 
serrient  to  tha  otber,  or  to  eoarey  the  *w«d  and 
purie  into  the  same  liand.  I  can,  however,  con- 
ceive a  plan  of  abank  whiea would  sharpen  lh« 
svord  of  lb*  Eieeutive  aod  give  a  power  to  hi* 
*tm  that  loight  be  used  to  the  ruin  or  degrada- 
tion of  our  oitiieai.  Adopt  the  plan  which  has 
'bean  recommended,  aad  which  is  to  rise  upon  the 
ruin*  of  the  pfe*eni  institution;  eract  ooe  great 
bank  whole  branches  shall  embrace  all  the  Stales 
and  whose  capital  shall  swallow  all  the  Slate 
banks,  giro  to  tha  Administntion  the  anotmaBs 
patronage  of  the  appointment  of  direetor*  to  this 
institution,  and  place  the  credit  and  bwioea  of 
every  man  coBBeeted  of  necessity  with  banks  at 
tb«  mercy  or  pleasure  of  aa  Execaiire  or  hia 
minions,— the  commercial  and  the  eaterprising 
must  dooide  either  to  become  flauerera  and  ba 
invored,  or  to  iMain  ibeir  indepadenea  and  ba 
ruined.  It  ia  tbis-tyiiein  which  would  give  a 
dangerous,  a  detestaole  power.  Yonr  Admiois- 
traiioD,  styling  ibemselve*  Republican,  bar*  pro- 
fessed to  de*ire  no  patraoege:  i  will  take  ibem 
at  their  word ;  my  vote  «bair never  increase  their 
patronage,  tu  multiply  their  dependant*.  The 
Crown,  which  ibe^  piofea*  to  put  away,  i  will 
not  loTM  upon  thatr  Drow. 
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Alto  the  Bsok  of  Bagtand  md  tlie  BrilisI 
debt,  I  perceive  ddi  tbe  bctring  tbeir  Bsan«xii)i 
can  have  od  tlie  lubjvct  behn  xu.  Ttwi  itn 
Briiiiih   QorerBmvnt  aire  mmde  too  freaOMof 


nor  our  AdWDitmiioii  borrow,  bai  bf  Uw  eKpreu 
«tt(hDrilf  of  Congreu.  Of  ibe  Bnlith  debt,  I 
know  it!  ■moDnCiieaormoni.  Yet,  Mr,lit>ii.  aOd 
for  what  ^rpo<e,  has  that  debt  been  ihnaiwolli 
Perbapa  the  propte  of  Oreat  Briinio  am  to  thst 
debt  iBC  pKserruioD  aDd  ■Djofmaix  of  righti 
dekrar  to  rrtemrii  tbfta  ikeir  parser  It  ii,  air,  at 
tbe  «o*t «( (hat  dabi  ibu  GrMt  Britun  Bmbtaink 
-hat  exiiianoeMidittdepeDdeiieeaaa  nation.  Bbe 
-aright  tMM  Mkmiited  without  an  effort,  wit. 
«xpeDse,aad,  trim rromdebi.  faavo  iwnk  nudar  tbe 
ehMiBB  wfaieb  tba  Ijrrantaf  FrMee,'tliaaD«in7  «r 
tfac  hBBMD  n»,  baa  hslaiud  bmb  all  Ute-kiag^ 
^OOM  of  ««fitili«MaI  Eoro^.  Rather  tban  an 
my  eountry  bow  in  aobjaotion  to  iku  diteat  of 
d<apotJanwn>if»t  wfaioh  Orcat  Britain  ba*  Mrufr- 
flu,  I  would,  in  the  ifiirll  of  an  American,  olieer- 
(allr  ben  mr  ifcan  of  a  dabt  ts. large  u  lb«t 
wbieb  baa  bwo  tlie  aobjael  of  renMck. 

Tbe  genilamelt  tetl  bs  we  bare  nfficiMi  bank 
capital  witbout  tbat  af  tbe  Baak  of  the  United 
Slam;  tbat  tbe' capital  of  (be  State  iMaks  i* 
equal  to  the  wantJ  of  ibe  United  Staiea,  and  tbat, 
if  tbi*  ia«tiratioo  ia  annitDned,  there  will  be  an 
excel*  of  paper,  and  tbe  eoaaeqvcnt  miaotuefa  to 
the  conolrf .  EHr,  gentlemen  need  not  fiwl  alarro 
on  this  point.  There  if  no  more  danger  uf  a  lUr- 
{Hna  of  eapiial  bfllng  emplcHred  ia  baoka,  thaa  of 
aueh  inrplni  beiag  Einplorod  in  anyoilHr  baHt- 
neia.  Tbe  1  king  regal  a  tea  iiaair.  Bank  nntei 
may  be  emitted  beyond  ibe  um  of  ibe  eountry, 
hut  yoQ  can  do  mora  foree  them  inIO  cireakitloQ 
beyond  tbi*  aeceesity,  ibaa  you  oaii  force  pur- 
ehaae*  and  aalea  of  tobacco  and  Sour  beyond  tbe 
Btmaampiten  of  a  eonotry.  Tbe  aamnieres  of 
erery  country  Roorirea  a  certain  anm  of  oireo- 
latiog metliam.  Tlie  aiaouot  maat  be  aaeenained 
by  exparieace,  whioh  alaae  eeo-ahow  bow  nveh 
It  anft  abaoib  and  employ.  If  yon  emit  paper 
beyond  tbia  amoani  it  will,  of  neceanity,  reinra 
wpm  tbe  baaka.  Tbii  diaeovery  ii  not  modern. 
It  ia  aa  old  as  tbe  leieoee  of  baokiag.  And  of 
the  erron  of  ■  bank,  do  eve  i>  taore  anfcrorable 
to  them  than  the  isaaea  «f  paper  bcyoadlba  necea- 
■ity  of  the  conntry;  for,  ao  loa^  >a  they  keep 
wiihia  proper  limili,  ilia  foacd  tbat  tbey  may 
emit  oae  dollar  and  iwo-tlurde,  ortwo  doUaaaoir 
taper,  for  eaob  dollar  of  tpecia  in  their  raaltat 
bat  when  tbeir  itaue*  of  pa|ier  enced  theaa  lim- 
t)a,  tbe  excfM  aontiatHlly  ietaiae,  and  inatead  of 
oae  ddlar  ia  apeeie  meeting  two  of  paper,  a  dol- 
lar ia  ipcaie  ia  reqairad  to  redeem  caoh  dollar  of 
Ibe tomuaemiMioB  of noiea.  With  tbn  rmtraint 
npon  their  iMnn,  baaka  are  kept  in  dne  ofaeek; 
and,  air,  when  tfac-prndentand  lafa  iaauaa— •Tti: 
to  the  an aant  Required  by  tbe  country-^o  not 
yield  employment  for  the  capital,  tbe  buaineu 
eeaaea  te  be  profitable,  the  oapital  ia  directed  to 
other  objeela,  and  the  baafciog  fsnd  ia  kept  at  ita 
Jail  level.  Tbia,  ur,  la  the  oeeamaqr  a»t  jmtt 
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reialt  of  fair  banking — igcb  baa  been  the  operv- 
tiuaa  of  the  Bank  of  iheUnited  Staiei,  of  whoaa 
eapital,  debt!,  and  issues,  the  Qarernnienl  baa 
been  weekly  informed.  Itia  from  the  State  baaka 
tbat  daogar  ii  to  beappiabended.  Of  their  cap^ 
laJ,  (1  mean  not  (heir  nofflinal,  but  their  specie 
capital,)  of  ihuir  debta,.  aod  their  resoureea,  wa 
arc,  aad  muat  remain  eaiirely  ignorant ;  and  wa 
bave  Been  that  some  of  these  inatiiotioos,  diabon* 
aatly  emiiuog  paper  beyond  tbe  aum  aetborized 
by  their  capital,  aad  beyond  the  neeosaitiesof  the 
eountry,  their  notes  hare  returned  uooa  thetp, 
they  have  beeo  Doprepared  to  pay,  their  paper 
has  depreciaied,  and  iitdividuata  ba*e  been  da- 
fraodea  to  a  vast  amount.  ■  And  such,  again,  may 
be  tbe  eaae  if  we  remove  tbe  cheek,  tbe  reatmi^ 
ingiafluenertwbieh  the  large  and  solid  capital  uT 
Ibe  Bank  of  the  United  Siaua,  aad  its  prudeat 
direetiaa,  baa  enabled  it  ca  exercise  over  tbe  8tat9 
baaka— tbeae  "  lAtishraoDs,"  as  the  geailetnaa  baa 
called  (bem,  which,  like  Jonah's  gourd,  bare 
apr«og«p  in  oae  ni^bt  and  withered  in  the  neit. 

TAe  ganilemas  informs  us  tbat  our  exports  of 
doaaeaile  prodaeta  ameunt  only  to  forly^ve  mil- 
liona  of  itellars;  tbat  tbe  i;apiial  of  tbe  differenl 
baaks  in  tbe  United  States,  at  tbe  rate  of  iisuea 
by  tbe  United  Staiea'  Bank,  may  emit  ninety 
milliotM  of  dollars,  and  he  infers  that  a  paper 
medium  beyond  the  amouat  of  domestic  exporn 
cannot  be  oeeeasary.  This  opitlion,  air,  need*  an 
elucidation,  whioh  (he  gentleman  did  not  give  iu 
Why  the  amount  of  produce  purchased  for  ex- 
portation should  fom  tba  rata«ure«f  eirealaiiag 

rftam   i*.  to  say   the   least,  not   self-evident. 

t  can  I  cooceiTe  why,  in  ealculaliog  the  ine- 

\ta  DEcessary-or  useful  for  the  ooneernaof  iha 
eoirotry,  we  should  exclude  from  view  the  par- 
chasea  for  intetpal  use  as  well  as  for  external 
.le,  or  lose  sight  of  the  repeated  uw  made  of  the 
same  note  or  pTeee  6{  metal  ih  its  boaiinned  cir- 
ilatton.  The  circulating  medium  of  a  eoantr^ , 
whether  paper  or  specie,  repreaenta,  beeauce  it 
commands,  the  articles  we  seed  and  get  in  ex- 
ehanoa  for  it.  What  the  sum  should  be,  my  po- 
Ijliea)  arithmetic  does  ant  leaeb  mo,  aer  does  iha 
rule  of  (he  gentlemm  from  Vir^nia.  In  my 
opinion,  experience  alone  can  show  it,  a*  1  bave 
before  said,  viz :  tbatame»Di  whieb  tbe  aommer- 
cial,  agricultural,  and  maoufacturing  conceioa  of 
the  country  will  require  and  can  employ ;  to  be 
Bacerurined  from  the  amount  of  silver  and  gold 
ia  eira«lalion,  bank  credit,  and  baak  notes  iaaned 
and  n»lreMroiag  opoa  the  baaka.  It  is,  I  admit, 
a  faet,  a  piond  fact,  that  tba  exports  of  oar  cotin- 
try  hav«  inereaied  from  eigbteea  to  forty-five 
mllUoas^  New  fields  have  been  opened,  ptoduca 
incieaaed,  means  of  eooveyanee  multiplied,  and 
□ew  markets sotightaad  resorted  to.  Agricultural 
eeramenie,  and  mannfactures,  have  advanced,  aa 
ihey  Dceaaaarily  must,  hand  in  handj  and  to  the 
beoefiolftl  influence  of  buaka,  Increasing  the  eapi- 
ial. enaouraging  enter  prise,  atimulalliig  and  re^ 
warding  tbe  ioietMi  of  the  oouatry,  waareia- 
dabted  for  muob  of  this  increase. 

The  teeiimony  which  tbe  gentleman  haa  borne 
to  the  correct  maoagemeol  of  tbe  Bank  of  lb« 
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United  Sures,  wm  to  have  hcen  ezprclcd  froro 
his  inrorroition  and  liberalrir-  The  f*etpre*h 
oasif  stated,  and  repealed  bj  him  ai  a  d«K«t  in 
arrannment,  tiiat  the  noin  of  the  btat  and  its 
branches  are  Dot  paid  but  at  the  office  from  wliinh 
thef  issoe,  and  ai  which  they  are  made  payable, 
Is  not  8  groaod  of  complaint.  The  bank  and  it> 
iraDcbei  have  each  but  a  amilt  ponioa  of  the 
capital.  Of  the  branches,  tbe  largest  portion, 
(only  S1,600,000.)  Is  in  Neir  York,  and  it  it  ab- 
BUrd  to  suppose  that  either  the  branch  with  this 
capital,  or  the  others  with  leM,  shonld  redeem,  at 
■II  limes,  the  notes  emitted  apoo  a  eapiial  of  tea 
tniliions.    The  thing  is  imposaible. 

From  tbe  opinion  adranced  bjr  tbe  getiileaaii, 
that  the  state  of  the  bank  shonld  rather  excite 
tbs  fears  of  the  Initiiotion  for  its  own  Mfetf  or 
•olrency,  than  awaken  the  apprehetMions  of  the 
eommonilf  for  the  effects  of  diaaoluiinn  npon 
Ihem,  I  beg  leave  to  dissent.  We  have  had,  in 
debate,  various  statements  of  the  aSairs  of  ihe 
bank,  drawn  either  from  former  reports  or  cotiJM- 
lore.  The  repon  of  Ihe  Beeretary  of  the  Traas- 
atj,  Ihii  da;  laid  on  our  tables,  shows  the  pres- 
ent tlBlc  of  tbe  bank.  To  this  I  shall  refer  for 
facts. 
Tbers  Is  due  to  the  bank  IVoai  IndiTidaals  npan  notes 

'    djsoMinted •I4,t78,»4  S» 

Other  banks  ows  them  for  notes  and 

inaccoont    .        .        -        -        .       I,SS7,4S6  es 
Tbs  OaTerament  owe,  Inelndiog  th« 

lata  loaD,  fundsd  debt  and  Traasurj 

drafia afiVJfiU  *> 


^00Q,66T  10 


S4,I83,046  63 


On  the  other  hand  what  do  they  ow«1 
To  the  holdan  of  tbait  Dotea  »  eiiMi* 

Utioa •&,oaT,iu  n 

To  tba  OoMmaiant  fcr  dapositaa      -  ifiMfiW  80 

ToMhet  banks  dsa  in  aeeooM         -  6M,S48  01 

Ta  indisiduali  for  depcsdtca                -  6,000,423  S3 

To  biOaiiaM  OQ  outstandiat  diaAi     •  171,473  17 

Ifakinf  tba  total  al 


atoflbeiidibta     13,673,368  e 


Tha^  sir,  with  a  piopettr  of  twaniy-foar  mil- 
lions ofdollars,  leaving  iha  Eiockkold»ir*«hearig^ 
inal  stack  of  ten  mithona,  and  a  turplH  of  man 
Aan  half  a  million  to  meet  bad  dabta.  Btit  were 
it  otberwise — were  it  possible  that,  of  the  del>tt 
due  tbem,  ten  milliaiw  sboulfl  never  ba  celleeterf, 
(be  loss  woald  sffeet  the  stockholders,  whoseorig- 
Inal  advance  would  be  lost,  bat  tbe  iotercM  of 
tbe  commusiiy  woald  not  evea  then  be  aleoted, 
at  least  ootascrediioraof  theiDB(iiatioD;becaase 
even  if  ten  millions,  the  capital  slock,  were  bjr 
aay  meana  tttnk,  the  bank  woald  still  be  solvent, 
i(  wonld  even  then  pay  its  debts,  and,  oonae- 
quently,  mtitt  be  perfectly  safe  «a  regards  the 
•wnmnutr. 


Sacb,str,  iaibeatatesf  the  aeoMiDloatbeMde 
of  the  bank. 

How  stioda  the  accoant  with  the  debtors  of 
the  bank,  or  rather  with  the  public? 
Thfllmiik  oan  daminatbedebtsduaft  9l8,0Tl;M«  M 
Admit  tbe  demaDda  upon  it  a 

Idiad  sflaels-afftotbaiTMlai 


*fiMfist  as 


Thft  balanea  still  to  be  taiaad  by  the 

eonntry  is     -        - 
WUhia  a  tiifle  of  five  milUoni  oi  u«wn. 

Whence  is  this  aum  to  oobmI  Not  from  iha 
vaglts  of  the  other  baoki )  they  da  nat  pnssaw  ii. 
It  is  stated  ta  tbe  aUa  speech  of  the  r*pieania- 
tive  of  tke  cttv  of  Philadelphia,  ia  tfae  Lcgida- 
tnre  of  Pennsylvania,  upea  the  raaaiouon  rttpeet- 
ing  the  bank,  that  the  report  of  (be  aiua  of  all 
tbe  banks  of  that  State,  reoanilT  made  to  tbe 
Legislatnrc,  ibovs  that  all  (he  oaaka  in  Phila- 
delphia (eieepiing  that  of  itie  Uoited  Sutes) 
have  together  but  « liitie  mare  (baa  oae  eailliaa 
of  dallata  in  specie:  those  who  bava  tbe  best 
means  of  iaforraaiioo,  declare  ibc  apeeie  ta  tbe 
banks  of  New  York  is  not  gtcaier.  and  ia  ifaoce 
of  other  cities  naqucetienably  leaa.  The  Bute 
banks  then  hare  net  tbe  money,  and  oanaot  pn»- 
dsce  it.  Will  the  notes  of  these  banks  pay  tba 
debt  1  No,  sir,  because  ihetr  noies  will  be  re- 
turned npon  tbem  for  paymeai,  wbiok  they  eaa- 
Bot  make.  Theaebank*  bddw  ibair  own  atreagik 
or  weakaess,  aad  that  they  dread  this  crisis,  a 
mantel  mm  tbe  eawse  (hey  have  already 
adopted ;  they  have  curtailed  diacoaaia  and  cob- 
raenced  calling  ia  their  debts.  Tbe  conecqaeaeca 
you  learn  frvm  tbe  moans  of  year  eorreapoadeata, 
aad  from  the  peiiiioaa  which  daily  presa  your 
table.  Thawaatofmaneyhaaprodueedawantof 
poDctnaltty  ;  eaafidenoe  is  destroyed  ;  tbe  life,  the 
aaimaiing  spark  of  bueiness  i^  aa  it  wer^  soa- 
pended,  and  deep  dinircss  is  Cast  spfcadio;  over 
the  commercial  world.  Sir,  my  dedaetiona  are 
supported  by  facta.  They  prove  the  aolveaeyj 
indeed  tbe  atnagth  of  the  Bank  «f  iba  UailM 
States,  is  saefa  aa  to  nerlt  (be  onnUenee  of  (he 
people,  whieb  it  enjoys ;  while  (be  ailuatioa  of 
the  State  haabs,  and  tbe  ddasawiy  af  tbe  pre 
cioBs  meials,  gives  a  fatal  assaraaen  of  tbe  ia- 
ability  of  the  oenotry  to  aabnit,  wiiltoat  great 
dEsireas,  tethcoptiaiioa  of  hatJDf  eztnetedfion 
i(  the  large  debt  dne  the  beak. 

Thageailenian  from  Virginia  says  it  is  aoar> 
gement  in  &vor  of  a  cootinoaoce  of  the  bank, 
that  it  is  necessary  for  the  nmuaceiDMl  of  rfa« 
Bnancial  coocerns  of  ihe  Uaitod  Bums,  for  that 
the  word  "finance"  b  Dol  to  befooadio  ibeCon- 
siiltttion.  Sir,  were  I  called  opoa  by  one  of  the 
weanutnry  af  this  oountry-r-nwe  wbose  days  had 
bean  spetitat  the  pknigb,  remote  from  Courts, and 
without  eanaern  in  affairs  of  Slate,  to  define  to 
him  what  were  the  laaneial  coneems  of  the 
United  6tates,I  should,  aa  an  eiplaaaiton  adapted 
to  the  simplest  understaadiag.  inform  bim  tkai 
the  laying  and  «olleatiBgiasrB,b(nTOwiogtaoBey, 
and  paying  the  debts  of  the  Uaian,  were  Hm  Bata- 
cial eonearoa.  And aaibcee poiye'e are  expreatljr 
fimBtadtoCoBgreaaiallbmgbthcwwd  "tiauoct" 


IV  Google 


HISTOBT  or  CQirOSBSS. 


tw 


Jaroabt,  1811. 


Bank  of  the  UiaUd  <Sfa(M. 


H.  orB 


mar  not  be  Toaad  in  ibe  CDnililulioD,  Congrats 
tre  thus  required  of  aeeevjljr  to  provide  for  the 
DiansgemeDl  of  the  "fiaaociai  eoaaeraE  of  the 
Uoited  Sutca." 

Pernjil  me  now,  air,  to  notice  objections  urged 
agniost  the  bank  from  other  quarters,  and  of  a 
diSereot  nature— objection*  not  calculated,  piob- 
•blfr  not  intended,  to  ioftuence  tbia  Honsey  but 
which  majr  have  an  ioAuenee  abread.  Gentle- 
mea  have  objected  lo  what  they  [arm  the  forelea 
influeoee  in  our  affairs  from  a  portion  of  the 
stock  of  ihiabauk  beias  held  br  foreigner*;  and 
the  geutlemaD  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Wambt) 
has  alleged  that  aliens,  itaitori,and  old  toriek,  are 
intruated  with  it«  directioa;  others  with  him 
liart  laid  that  the  bank  and  the  funding  syatem 
are  twins  of  the  lame  progenitur,  (Alezaadar 
Hamilton,)  and  that  the  question  of  creating  this 
bank  W4s  the  grouad  on  which  the  pariie*  of  the 
TJoiteJ  StaiSR  first  divided. 

The  charter  of  the  bank  did  not  exclude  for- 
eigner* from  purchasing  share*,  beoause,  .at  the 
period  of  its  esiabliihmeot,  our  coaotry  was  with- 
out capital,  and  it  was  an  object  rather  to  ioTiie 
foreign  capital  to  the  United  States  than  to  repel 
it;  their  large  funds  and  low  rates  of  inteteai 
have  enabled  them  to  give  more  lO  the  market 
than  out  citizen*  coutd  afford  lo  pay,  atid  they 
have  consequently  puichas«d.  BqL  if  it  be  a  *ia 
10  have  sold  stock  to  forei^nera,  lay  {[  at  the  right 
door;  and  when  you  revile  ihe  measure,  do  not 
forgel  it  was  one  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  Administra- 
tion, who  sold  10  Koflish  merchant*,  in  the  year 
ISOl,  all  the  stock  in  the  bank  which  the  United 
Stales  owned. 

The  chatter  denies  to  any  stockholder,  not  a 
lesident  of  ihe  United  Slates,  the  righi  either  of 
a  vote  in  the  choice  of  directors,  or  a  teat  at  ihe 
board  of  directors.  And  thus  diveaied  of  auj 
power  to  interfere  in  the  eoocerns  of  the  bank,  ii 
requires  more  than  human  penetration  lo  dis- 
cover, or  more  than  ordinary  jealousy  to  suspect, 
bow  foreigners  can  infiuenca  even  the  affair*  of 
the  bank,  moch  lessj  through  its  agency,  the  con- 
cerns of  the  couurr . 

This  cry  of  foreign  influence  from  the  nse  of 
foreign  capiul  is  a  modern  bugbear.  During  onr 
Revolutionary  struggle, our  widiert  were  clothed 
and  armed  with  funds  borrowed  in  Europe;  our 
nerves  were  hardened,  our  sinews  stiffened,  and 
our  independence  achieved  with  the  assistance  of 
foreign  capilaL  Tel  ihe  heroes  and  Mg,as  of  that 
day  suspected  not  any  improper  foreign  influence; 
they  were  brare  and  wise,  hot  not  as  cunning  as 
our  preseni  siatesmeo  who  have  made  the  dia- 
covery. 

As  to  the  alien*,  traitors,  and  old  tories,  who 
are  concerned  in  Ihe  direction  of  the  bank,  the 
genilemao  i*  too  general  in  his  charge.  So  far 
a*  he  will  be  particular  he  can  be  meL  He 
named  but  two  persons  as  meriting  his  denun- 
ciation: Evan  Jones  and  Daniel  Clarke,  of  New 
Orleans.  I,  sir,  know  not  personally  either  of 
these  gentlemen.  Ur.  Jones  i  understand  to  he 
a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  who,  at  the  peace  of 
1763,  when  Oreal  Britain.  aeqiure4  ITloiida,  sal- 


lied in  that  country,  and  has  resided  then  Md  at 
New  Orleans  ever  since;  he  is  declared  to  baft 
man  of  high  abaraelev  for  ini^rity  and  honor. 
Mr.  Cbrke  has  had  a  seat  as  a  delate  on  tha 
floor;  though  not  a  native  of  the  United  Stale*, 
he  is«ii  mach  a  eilrsen  as  any  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Louisiana,  made  so  by  treaty,  and  as  much  so 
as  will  be  the  RepreseDiaiivesoftfae  Slate  of  Or- 
leans, "that  Is  to  be,"  in  the  neit  Congress. 
Aflfainst  his  chBTaeter  noibing  ba^  been  alleged 
other  than  that  imputation  which  the  people  of 
the  United  Slates  have  filed  upon  the  character 
of  every  man  who  has  been  Ine  friend  or  asso- 
ciate of  Wilkinson  and  Burr.  Let  me  not  be  un- 
derstood as  committing  myself  to  tbe  opinion  of 
the  guilt  of  these  gentlemen.  I  was  not  of  Burr's 
jury— be  may  be  guilty;  nor  am  I  of  Wilkinson's 
committee — he  may  he  innocent ;  yet  suspidoK 
deeply  stains  hi*  character ;  it  will  take  aanch 
of  the  labor  of  the  &le  to  rub  it  off. 

But,  sir,  let  it  be  supposed  that  an  Individual 
who  was  unfriendly  toour  Revolution  should  have 
been  chosen  b_y  those  who  are  proprietor*  of  (he 
hank  loaseat  m  its  direction.  Would  the  choica 
he  either  new  or  criminal  1  Sir,  a  pereon  whosa 
name  is  recorded  in  the  proscription  Btatnis  of  a 
Sisce  as  in  "old  lory,"  was  appointed  by  Mr. 
Jefferson  a  district  judge  of  the  United  Statea. 
In  other  States,  but  particularly  in  New  York 
and  PeoBsylvaina,  persons  who  bore  arms  against 
us  and  adhered  to  our  enemy  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war  have  also  been  appointed  by  Republican 
Presideius  to  office^  of  high  trust.  Why  were 
these  "old  tories"  ihus  honored  and  trusted  f  Be- 
cause they  possessed  integrity  and  ability  to  qual< 
ify  them  for  their  stations.  And,  why  might  not 
a  lory  be  chosen  a  director  of  a  bank,  if  bis  vir- 
tues and  talents  had  gained  him  the  oooGdence 
of  tbe  stockholders  1  The  choice  seems  to  me  lo 
be  as  pardonable  in  a  stockholder  as  in  &  Prest- 
dedt— or  is  it,  sir,  that  the  Republican  PresiJent 
has  been  converted  into  a  political  Pope,  and  has 
■lone  the  power  to  pardon  and  absolve  from  poli- 
ticat  sins? 

Of  tbe  orvin  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates, 
tbe  honor  is  certainly  due  to  the  first  Secreiarf 
ol  (he  Treasury.  In  justice  to  his  memory,  the 
fact  ought  frequently  to  be  mentioned  and  never 
to  be  forgotten.  But,  sir,  the  merit  of  obtaining 
[be  adoption  of  the  plan  is  not  entirely  hi*.  The 
original  bill  in  every  stage  received  the  support 
of  gentlemen  of  tbe  Republican  patty ;  among 
those,  who  were  its  earliest  supporlera,  one  most 
distinguished  for  ability,  the  present  Secretary  of 
the  Trusury,  continues  it  advocate  to  the  present 
ho  tin 


■Vlfhe  ■disnlsse*  derived  by  (rcremment  from  die 
bank  we  naul;  of  the  lame  naturttwith  tboM  obtained 
by  individuals  whotranwet  bnsineM  witksimiUr  histi- 
tutironi,  and  may  be  reduced  ta  the  following  heads; 

"  1.  Sa/e  kc^ng  of  public  inwwy*.— riiis  ippABB 
not  only  to  monsy  in  uw  Trsasniy,  but  tbat  in  Iba 
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y  of  eolleclon,  tni  •) 


-a.  CoUeetim  iff  Ike  r, 


—The  pmetwlky  of 


impATtan  indabtad  Im 
laranu*  bond*,  ara  amoiiBat  the  cauaea  whidi  ha*a  en- 
aUed  lb*  Uaited  StaWa  to  mUect  wiih  lo  areat  ladlity 
and  with  m  fitw  kataa  tlM  larga  Te*eiiua  darivril  Itam 

*■  4.  Loan*. — Tia  bank  haa  baan  cminctilly  an(a\ 
bt  making  the  adtancAi,  whif^.  under  difleiant  circafn- 
Mancca,  ware  neccaaarj.  At  one  Uma  GoTcmmaDt 
Mred  it  9Si<00,000,  exdnaiae  oTS^er  ceoL  atock  ori- 


«f  paUic  alliHTa  baa  reiidflr«d  it  proper  to 
wfcalhai'  Daw  loans  might.  If  wanted,  be  nlitaliiad." 

The  report  ihea  iiatea,  that  althoueh  the  baoks 
CMabtiahcd  QDder  smhoriif  orihe  States  might 
•Bbrd  considerable  artisrance  to  the  OoTerDmeot 
.  Id  ita  fiscal  aperitloni,  [here  n  nooe  which  can 
tnnamit  monefs  with  the  nme  fiicilityor  to  (he 
nine  ezieot ;  Done  wbich  can  Bflbri}  lo  great  ae- 
Cnritf  i^aiDst  nnj  posiible  toLien,  or  greater  re- 
Mureea  )n  rcIatioD  to  loins.  "Nor  is  il  eli^ble 
that  the  Oeoeral  Qoverninent  ahoiild,  in  respect 
1«  its  DWD  operations,  be  entiretf  dependent  od 
joitimtiam  orer  which  it  has  no  control  what- 
ever." He  also  Doiices  the  obiectioQ  of  foreign- 
en  holding  slock,  but  ihix  he  aeelares  "  don  not 
«t  all  eTenis  appear  EnfGcitni  lo  ooiweigh  the 
uanifest  public  advantaget  deriTcd  from  a  re- 
newal of  ihc  charier." 

Mr.  Speaker,gentlemi!nraa7disregird,  botlher 
cannot  despite,  nor  can  the;  desiroy,  this  high 
testimony,  which,  while  it  mafalishes  the  uiility 
of  the  bank,  bears  hoDorabte  testimony  to  the  up- 
rffhiand  patriotic  spirit  in  Which  iii  operaliaoa 
bare  been  condacied.  This  lestimoninl  outweighs 
«1t  that  the  bickerings  of  interest,  ibcsnggcslioos 
erjMlonsy,or  (he  apprehtaiioniorihe  uninformed, 
can  assert  against  the  ioatiiuiion.  For  mfself, 
sir,  had  I  no  other  knowledge  of  (he  atibjrcl,  I 
■hoald  feel  no  hesitsiion  upon  the  question  of 
GonstitDtionality  and  necessity  of  a  bank  which 
Hamilton  recommended,  Wabhikgton  approved, 
■ad  Oallaiin,  after  twenty  years  experience,  con- 
tinues lo  sdrceate.  The  ihade  which'  has  been 
«iterop(ed  to  be  east  upon  the  fame  of  Uamilton 
B*  the  ^progenitor  of  the  bank"  must  when  ex- 
amined, like  every  other  attack  upon  it,  but  add 
M  lis  lustte.  Sir,  I  shall  not  aliempt  to  eulogize 
ihe  name  of  thai  great  man;  Were  my  feeble 
powers  eqoal  to  the  task  I  should  deem  it  unne- 
■eeauary:  Pari?  rancor,  whieh  impoteody  fol- 
lowed tiim  to  the  grave,  cannot  nowobscure  one 
ny  bf  that  sun  of  glory  which  shines  npon  th« 
tomb  of  the  illastrious  dead. 

Aa  if  aaiisGed  or  fearful  that  no  areniheDi 
anioBt  (be  bill  could  be  urged  which  would  plan- 
•wly  deairey  its  claims  (o  auppoM,  the  question 
kaa  been  called  a  parif  qoefidon.  To  Talljr  a  parly 
nnnd  ita  atindard,  to  excite  the  pertinacity  and 
vwaken  tba  aererity  oT  party  feeling,  it  baa  beea 


declared  that  npon  the  qnntiofl  of  incorponiiing 
(his  bank,  in  1791,  originated  the  division  of  mf 
lies  which  has  since  existed  in  this  nation.  iJa- 
lil  (bis  time  sir,  (his  discovery  bas  not  been  made. 
I  had  understood  s  very  dinereni  history  of  ibe 
origin  of  party.    I  have  heard,  1  have  read,  for 

!'outh  did  001  permit  me  lo  wiioess,  (hat  si  the 
ormaiion  ofour  present  Constiiniion  many  fier- 
sons  wiih  di(reren(  viewi  were  opposed  to  its  for- 
'inatloD  and  adoption,  preferring  that  shadow  of 
union  in  which  iheSlates.as  with  a  rope  of  sand, 
were  attempted  to  be  foonnd  under  the  Confeder- 
ation, to  the  strengih.iirmoeM.and  nniiy.iawhtcb 
we  are  knit  by  the  Federal  ConititutioD.  The 
good  sense  aM  good  fSirione  of  our  coantry  pre- 
vailed, Ibe  Consiiiuiion  was  adopted,  and  those 
who  as  anti-federalisls  had  opposed  the  adoptioo 
odheConMiiutiofl  were  organized  with  very  few 
exceptions  under  ibe  name  of  RepnbticBos,  it 
opposition  and  decided  uniform  hostility  to  the 
meaasres  of  the  Federal  Qorernment. 

The  charter  to  the  bank  thus  indeed  became 
with  seme  of  its  opponents  a  question  of  parly, 
although  Tt  reeeived  the  support  of  others  who 
were  anti-fMeral.  In  ihls  party  opposiiion  it 
only  raei  the  fite  of  every  other  measure,  how- 
ever wise  and  aalvtary,  onginsied  and  perfected 
at  that  period.  Lei  us  bope  sir,  thai  the  blind- 
ness  and  injastiee  of  such  rule  of  aetitm  is  not 
again  to  be  revived. 

Lei  me  now,  sir,  rapidly  glance  at  the  conie- 
quencea  whieh  are  to  attend  rhe  rejection  of  ibis 
bill.  The  intereoDrae  between  ihe  Slatt!^  and 
the  dealingsof  Ihieciiizent  of  a  Stale  with  thote 
of  different  pans  of  the  same  State,  require  a  cir- 
culating medium  far  above  Ihe  quantity  of  gold 
and  silver  which  exists  amongst  Us.  No  maa 
eonteirds  that  the  demands  of  commerce,  or  evea 
tbeordinary  transactions  of  individuals,  ean  in  (h« 
present  seircfty  of  gold  atid  silver  be  carried  od 
without  (he  Inierrebiton  of  bank  notes.  Hitherto. 
sir,  the  notes  issued  b  each  State  have  answetea 
tome  of  the  domestic  U^es;  bnt  for  the  purpose 
of  remitting  to,  or  receiving  payment  from  other 
States,  DO  relJBQce  bns  ever  been  placed  upon  the 
notes  of  State  banks.  It  has  frequently  happened 
(bat  notes  have  got  into  cireiriaiion,  porporiinr 
to  be  issned  fay  a  bank  Which  in  hct  never  eiisiei^ 
and  others  iMued  by  banks  which  bad  ftiled. 
The  difficulty  of  knowing  the  real  from  ihe  spu- 
rious, and  (he  solTen(  from  the  inaolvent,  has  so 
far  restrained  the  circurationof  (henoieiof  State 
banks  wiihin  the  limits  of  iheir  own  9ist^  as  to 
have  prevented  any  late  frauds  and  losses  except 
among  the  very  nninformed  part  of  the  commu- 
nity. In  these  circums lances,  the  known  ability 
of  ihe  Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  receipt  of 
Itspaper  in  payment  of  debts  to  the  United  Slates, 
has  given  it  a  currency  and  credit  equal  to  gold 
and  silver  in  every  purpose  of  domestic  or  foreign 
use,  and  its  frequency  among  tis  has  so  far  ftmi- 
liarjzed  all  men  of  business  with  the  notes  a^  if 
not  entirely  to  prevent  frauds  from  eonnterfeits, 
at  least  greatly  lo  diminish  the  injury,  ta  de- 
airoying  this  bank,  yon  are  aboDl,  sir,  (o  striks 
alt  tftia  moet  valued  ^per  mediam  out  t4  cxisi- 


IV  Google 


809 


BISTORT  QP  OCmGBSaH; 


StO 


Jamdaky,  ISll. 


Biv»i  ^  the  UniUd  SlaU*. 


H.  or  R. 


eBc«}  todtMolre  aa  aruScwloRpilalof  iIm  Bwk 
of  Ihe  Uaited  Suies  of  icd  millions  of  dpllan, 
aod  not  merely  thii  cBpilal  of  Ihe  Btnk  gf  ibe 
UaiiBd  Sutei,  buuby  wubdrKwios  from  the  otber 
luoks  ibe  ¥ery  Urn  ponioa,  ir  DOt  (be  whole  of 
tbeir  specie  capi*^1.  with  which  thef  muat  part 
to  pKj  ibe  Bank  of  the  Uoited  States  the  debts 
daily  increaiioff  anisst  ibem,  bjr  the  rceeipioC 
their  ooies  in  aiicEaige  of  ii^difiduat  debt:i  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Stelei,  you  inevitably  reader 
the  Slate  beoks  leu  able  to  occommodale,  aod 
dimioiab  greatly  that  portion  of  the  ciFCulaiiog 
mediDin  emitted  by  ibesa  baokf. 

Of  the  disireas  which  this  meaiuie  will  ooca- 
•ioD,  I  ueed  say  aoihing.  The  evidence  of  iia 
exiitenceaDd  n)agoitudeitirip|indiy«u,and  have 
been  already  repeatedly  pressed  upon  your  ^Iten- 
tloD.  You  are  in  fact  to  destroy  all  confideoce 
in  bank  paper.  Can  my  conttiiuints  know  wbe- 
tbcr  the  bank  note  of  New  Hampshire  or  Qeor* 
gia,  wbicb  is  offered  tbem,  is  geouine  or  spuri- 
ous? Can  ibey  know  wnelher  a  baak  u  in 
credit,  or  iniotveai,  of  wbicb  ihey  hare  never 
before  beard  t  Yet,  uir,  u  gold  aad  silTer  is  noi 
to  be  had,  and  the  United  States'  Bank  notes 
will  no  longer  exist,  you  reduce  the  people  to 
this  dileoima ;  either  they  nnut  receive  the  aoie* 
of  Slate  backs,  ignor^l  as  they  must  be  of  tbeir 
genuineneu  of  oredit;  eocouiiler  the  daily  risk 
of  being  defrauded,  or  keep  aa  hand  tbeir  pro- 
duce. In  this  state  of  unoertaioiy,  bank  notes 
must  lose  their  credit;  will  cease  to  circolaie; 
nuet  aoen  depreciate,  and  smum  of  speculattan 
and  emborrassmaat  will  eniaa  Dotaalike  thos* 
wblctt  hare  he  re  to  fore  n  earl  j(  ruined  ourcoualry. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  present  is  not- a  tine  for  dan- 
gerous •ipeiimeoia  upon  the  prttspariiy  of  oar 
CfHinlry.  With  foreign  nations  our  relatioiM  are 
]^ore  tbao  at  any  other  period  perplexed.  In 
ny  apprebeosioa  the  oatioos  of  Surqpe,  with 
loore  than,  one  of  whom  w[e  bava  advaneed  in  a 
warlike  attitude,  will  bave  mere  forb«amnce  and 
leu  temper  (ban  is  usual  with  tbem,  if  they  do 
npt  meet  tu  wiib  deoided,  not  aeorei  bottilily. 
And,  in  this  lime  of  danger  from  abroad,  white 
with  a  noo 'intercourse  law  io  on*  band,  you  fet- 
ter all  external  comtperce,  sink  yoor  reveaiie,  and 
reduce  ib9  ralue  of  property ;  with  the  other,  by 
destroying  the  baok,  deraoglag  the  finances  of 
the  Qoreromesii  orertutaiog  prif  ale  oredit,  and 
destroying  commercial  confideuee,  ycu  preeawiib 
the  deadly  weight  of  an  incubus  upon  the  exer- 
tions of  domeeiie  industry  and  enterpiiM.  The 
inevitable  effect  of  these  measum  must  be  to 
turn  loosen  torrent  of  orecwbelmiog  calamity, 
the  extent  of  wbicb  yon  caoaot  estimate,  and  tke 
force  of  which  vbu  oanaot  sisy.  The  conse- 
^uences  are  awful,  and  the  respoDaibility  seri- 
ous.   Let  geollemsD  look  to  it. 

Ur.  Rhe^,  of  Tenaeasee.— If.  ia  the  coarse  of 
this  debate,  observe  lions  had  not  been  made  wbicb  ' 
appear  (o  dejuive  ihe  Consttiutien  of  ibe  United 
Slates  of  its  inaate  virtue  and  honor  i  lo  destroy 
it*  beaotr  and  simplicity ;  and  ia  transform  it 
into  a  deformed  and  distorted  somethiDgi  the  de^ 
bate  on  ihjv  bill  to  nnew  the  ebuiu  eftk*  bank 


of  the  United  Siaiea  wanld  luve  prggrcaa»4  to 
the  end  undisturbed  by  any  interreaiion  of  mima^ 
If  a  train  of  reaBoning  be  adopted  that  tends  la 
disturb  this  Coasiimiion,  and  to  give  to  it  ■  eo*- 
struction  and  interpretation  that  tt  will  uol  bMr, 
It  ibea  becomes  a  duty  to  state  opinions  respect 
ing  it,  and  to  vindicate  the  Iritc.inwni  and  ex- 
press uaderstandiag  thereof. 

The  CoD:ititution  was  solenmly  and  delifcac^ 
Btely  made  by  wise  men,  who  composed  the  tjos- 
veniioOiiD  the  natnet^Uie  peoploofihe  Uoiiad 
Slates,  and  it  was  solemnly  end  deiiberatelv  rat- 
ified by  coavenliooB  of  the  States  respectit«If. 
It  is  simple  And  easy  to  be  aoderaiocd  by  an*  one 
who,  kaowing  the  otgecu  aad  ends  for  which  it 
was  ordained,  will  candidly  eiamlne  it.  A  it- 
fenea  of  the  Goostitutioo  is  a  defence  of  the  great 
and  good  men  who  made  it  what  it  isj  for,  if  tfa« 
GoBsiltutioa  be  dark,  of  obaenra  intent,  and  di- 
bious  meaaiog,  it  is  not  what  it  ought  to  havs 
been.  If  it  be  dark,  obseoretaad  dubious;  if  it 
be  capable  of  ineoosistent  or  eonliary  ioier|wet*- 
lion,  tbeconvenlioosof  Ihe  ratifviog  Slates  ban 
not  utaraiaed  it  with  thai  careful  attention  whiek 
it  retieired.  Vain  and  empty  sarmis«s  will  Ava^ 
orate,  the  cbaraeters  of  the  roea  wb»  made  it 
being  considered ;  ihe  soreiiniaiog  inquiriea  of' 
theseretal  ratifying  convevtions  being  eonteok* 
plated,  and  by  a  candid  exaninaiion,  wiihont 
prejadice,  of  the  Conatilutien  iteelf. 

The  CoD*iitulioo  is  a  eompaet  between  tht. 
individual  Stale*  and  ih«  United-  Suiat.  It  ia 
the  great  ebarler  and  bill  of  right*  delmatc4  ani 
giyen  by  tbe.serend  Staieaeom posing  ib*  Union 


to  the  United  States  It  coniaiu  rights,  powanL 
and  prinaiplea,  lo  be  acted  oa  by  the  UnilCKi 
States,  in  order  lo  form  a  mare  perhcl  unioa, 
estsbliiib  justice,  insare  domMtic  tranquilliijr, 
ptqvide  for  the  .commen  defence,  ptomote  tha 
gaaetal  welfare,  and  sacure  the  blesainca  (tf  lib> 
eriy;  and  we,  "the  people  of  the  United  Siataa," 
bare  ordoieed  aad  established  it  the  GonstitaiiaB 
of  the  United  Slate*  of  Americe. 

The  rights,  powers,  aad  prineiplea, eoumeraJad 
in  iheGouBlittitioa.are  v(;id  of  elasticity;  titer 
are  firm,  fixed,  and  unbeodiag)  they  will  not 
yield  to  discretion  on  various  auumed  oonatrue- 
tioaa;  uaehaageable  in  tbeir  nature,  inieni,  aad 
object,  they  are  muUbla  only  by  ibe  Coostitit- 
lionat  Biubaritiee,         ^ 

"The  enumeralion  in  the  Ooostituiico  of  eei> 
lain  right*  shall  not  be  construe«l*to  deny  or  dia- 
parage  othjers  retained  by  the  pcople"-~«rticIa 
elevaulh  of  the  amendments  lo  Ihe  Constitution. 
This  article  manifeati  that  all  the  rigbte  del»> 
gated  to  the  United  Slates  are  enumerated  in  (h« 
Constitution,  aad  the  enumerated  righie  shall  not 
be  construed  to  deny  or  disparage,  te  bring  inia 
disrepute,  or  diminish,  other  ngbls  retained  br 
the  people;  and  to  that  cad  it  is  absolutely  neoea* 
■ary  ibiu  ibe  rigbu  delegated  be  expreoJy  aad 
distinctly  enumerated,  otfaerwisa  It  would  be  iea- 
possible  to  asceriain  and  diatioguish  the  rtghta 
delegated  lo  the  Uaited  States,  aed   the  righla 

I  reserved  lo  the  -people.  "  The  powers  not  deU> 
gaud  10  the  United  State*  by  laa  Goustituiiaa, 
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BOT  pcohibiied  by  it  ro  the  8 wet,  are  rcwrved  lo 
lb*  pfopla" — ■rliele  iwrlfth,  ■iiiradDieBI  to  the 
CoMtiiotioa.  Bf  ibit  article  il  is  tnanireat  ibat 
■  pmnr,  Dot  diNiDciij  aod  nprcwiiT  tlel«fat«l 
ibe  Unilvd  Ekaies  bf  the  CoDMiioiion,  oor  c 
nrmly  and  diuiacilr  protiibiicd  by  it  to  thr 
Biatn,  it  mtned  to  the  SiaiM  reipreiivel]^,  or 
to  ibe  people.  Theee  ameDdalory  ariielc*  ex- 
dade  and  probfifU  an  aRODiptiOR  of  diicreiion- 
arf  power* ;  of  conriraeiive  powert;  and  of  all 
power*  and  nghta  Dot  eipreMly  and  diiiioctlj' 
envmeraied  in  the  Condiiuiioa.  By  tbe  word 
"power,"  or  the  word  'riFbt,''  ii  naderstood  a 
faadameoial  principle  of  rne  Conaiitation ;  the 
Coogteaa  caaiiot  change,  alter,  Tarf,  or  deHroy 
il,  It  aiMiroe*  form  wben  it  is  clothed  with  a  le- 
fitlatira  act  of  tha  Coogreai,  and  ordered  to 
operate. 

It  may  b«  proper  to  iK>li«<  soma  ofaMmiii 
nada  in  tbe  eouraa  of  this  debate,  wbieb  ap- 

S-ared  to  eridenca  a  diipoaition  to  ibow  that  the 
Mifreai  wai  retted  with  diacrelionary  or  eon- 
atruciire  powers  in  natter  of  prioeiple.  It  baa 
baen  tntintated  that  Congreu  bad  not  power  to 
ditband  an  army,  if  (hr  power  waa  not  anumed. 
IT  the  CoMtitotion  had  been  well  eoniidered, 
tbia  and  other  aiuilar  IntiiBitioDa  would  have 
been  omitted.  An  army  Is  rafted  Ip  eooteqaenee 
of  a  taw,  bottomed  an  the  alauae  in  tha  eiphib 
aeclioD  of  the  said  artiele,  which  empowen  Con- 
grats (o  niae  apd  tapport  artoiei.  By  the  eighth 
taction,  the  Coopets  it  empowered  to  ''make 
laica  for  ibe  piTemment  and  regnfalioB  of  the 
land  and  naval  foreet."  And  the  Congresi  is 
prohibited  to  make  an  appropnation  of  money  to 
aappan  an  army  for  a  longer  lenn  than  two  rears. 
The  Congntr,  aoiios  on  thete  powert,  wilt  dit- 
band  an  army.  A  Taw  may  be  made  to  expire 
by  a  limitation  in  it»elf ;  if  not,  the  CungreM  Wilt 

makaa  taw  to  repeal  it.     *  ' ■- ' 

lo  repeal  ifae  law  where) 
then  that  army  will  ba 

habeai  eoroua  is  a  prerogatire  writ  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  Slates,  and  wna  in  use  previ- 
oBB  lo  tbe  exisieoee  of  tbe  Constitation ;  it  is 
nM  prohibited  by  the  Consiitution  to  the  people  ; 
it  is  a  doty  of  the  jodiciarr  to  issae  writs  of 
kahetu  corput,  proper  canse  neing  thown.  The 
privile^  of  that  writ  does  doi  depend  on  the 
claose  in  the  ninth  seetio^of  the  first  article  of 
the  GoBsiitniion ;  ihat  clatise  only  conlains  an 
aiprcss  condilion  6r  reservation,  that  (he  Con- 
grcn  thall  aot  sBspeDd  the  privilege  of  the  writ 
of  Aa6«a*  corput,  eicepi  when,  in  eaae*  of  rebel- 
lion or  invasion,  ibe  public  safety  mav  require  it. 
A  wriiof  AobeatcorpHt  being  iitued  cy  the  judi- 
ciwy,  a  law  taii)ieodiog  tbe  privilege  of  rhat  writ 
i«a  law  reyulaiing  the  pioceediogs  of  tbe  jodi- 
eiary,  and  la  bottomed  on  the  powert  vested  i^ 
tht  Congrett  by  force  of  the  (bird  anicle  of  tbe 
Ooaatitutton.  "  No  bill  of  attainder  or  e»  potf 
Jado  law  ihall  he  pasted."  This  is  an  eiprrn 
prohibition,  and  requires  ito  illastraiion.  "So 
title  of  nobility  shall  be  panird  by  the  United 
States."  Thit,  also,  ia  an  exprest  prohibition. 
Tho  Coacrait  have  powtr  "to  provide  tad  main- 


II }  11  DDi,  toe  k.rfjiigren  win 
it.  A  law  mair  be  enacted 
reby  an«rroy  it  raised, nod 
M  disbanded.    The  writ  of 


lain  •  navy,"  and  to  make  rule*  for  ibe  cavera- 
m  en  I  and  reflation  thereof;  and  lo  define  aa4 
panisfa  ptraeieii  and  felonies  commified  on  the- 
bigh  seas,  and  eSeneei  aKaiost  the  laws  of  oa- 
tioDs;"  and  consequently  to  make  rules  and  rrg- 
nlations  for  the  ffovetameDt  of  teamen  of  every 
description.  Il  nti  been  ailted,  by  what  dele- 
gated power  does  Confess  make  ttws  lo  prevent 
teltlers  on  lands,  the  Indian  title  whereof  h«s  not 
been  esiingnished?  If  the  gentleman  who  made- 
the  inquiry  had  eoBsidervd  ihal  land,  the  ladiaa 
title  whereof  was  not  exiinguished,  remained  bf 
treaty  far  the  use  of  the  Indian  tribe  until  ib^ 
extingDishment  of  liite,  and  that.  •  treaty  being 
a  supreme  law  of  the  land,  the  Congress  b  em- 
powered to  give  it  complete  effect,  the  inquiry 
probably  would  oot  bare  been  made. 

It  it  urged  that  a  discretionary  power  it  neecs- 
sary  to  carry  the  enumerated  powers  into  effect. 
If  the  discretionary  power  alluded  to  inirada  only 
a  power  to  legitlate  on  Ibe  delegated  right  or 
power,  in  a  proper  lime  and  adequate  maoDer,  thit 
IB  no  iQOie  than  a  power  lo  make  laws  to  carry 
the  dalepied  power  into  execoiion ;  but  if  b/ 
"  ditcre nonary  power,"  is  intended  n  power  la 
astumc  at  dMcretion  a  right,  or  principle,  not 
enumerated  in  the  Constituiioo.  aodcr  pratence 
of  carrying  a  dalegaied  power  into  czecniien,  it 
is  denied  that  the  Con  great  hat  that  power;  for 
if  a  delegated  power  cannot  be  carried  into  ex- 
eeation  without  aesoming  at  discretion  a  rifht 
twt  delegated,  it  will  ooly  prove,  ihat  tbe  Contti- 
tntion  in  this  retpeet,  is  deficient  and  reqoirea 
amendment,  and  willnoi  prove,  that  Co^ress 
to  eAecl  a  roeasure,  may  at  discretion  do  as  na- 
consiitutional  acL 

It  bat  been  argued,  that  the  Oonvmlicm  Irit 
Coagreas  to  adopt  the  meantj  as  cireumtianeea 
might  admit,  to  carry  the  delegated  powers  roto 
eflecl.  What  is  intended  b^  the  word  ntrnm- 
onghi  to  have  been  explained  in  a  CoaatittHioaai, 
not  a  ditcrelionary  manner.  To  prodoea  an  ef- 
fect of  a  general  itaiure  the  meant  oogbt  lo  be 
com measD rale  and  co-extentive.  Water  is  a 
meant  to  allay  the  thint  of  til  mankind;  and 
there  is  no  sutwtitute.  Ships  and  se«-vetse>s  aie 
a  means  of  carrying  on  commerce  between  na-  - 
tioBs  separated  by  ttie  ocean,  and  theve  is  no  sub- 
stitute. Tbe  CoOBlitnlioo  vests  Congreat  with 
Eower  10  regnlale  commerce  with  foreign  nattoo^ 
nt  nn  man  will  believe  tbai,  in  vinne  of  that 
fower  alone,  tbe  Congress  would  attempt  by  a 
itcrciionary  or  a  eonstruciive  power  lo  adopt 
another  principle,  that  is,  to  provide  aadmaintaio 
navy  to  protect  commerce. 
The  last  clause  of  the  eighth  seeiien  it  in  the 
following  wordi—" And  to  make  all  ttws  (that  it, 
'  Congrest  shall  have  power  to  make  ail  lawa^ 
'  which  shall  be  necessary  and  propn  for  oarry- 
'  log  into  execution  the  foregoing  powers,  and  all 
'  other  powers  vested  by  tbe  Consiitutioit  in  lb* 
'  Qovernment  of  (he  United  Siatea,  or  in  any  de- 
'  part  men  t  or  officer  thereof." 

Thit  ia  tbe  clause  which  is  called  the  awceping 
clause,  ptciendjng  lo  VMI  all  powers  and  anthor- 
itiat,  alihougk  not  expieitly  emimeraled.    It  may 
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be  proper  her*  to  isqiir*  irint  frinlntded  by  the 
tvorda  "aid  ftll  powera  veM*<t  by  ibis  CooUita- 
tion  in  tbe  Oavcrameni  of  %he  Vaiiei  Siaies,  or 
in  Mny  dcputment  or  officer  ikcreof,"  or  what  are 
ihv  powers  iBteoded  b^ih«worda"aUorberpaW' 
ers,"  iDBMQuob  m. it  is  probable  (bat  ao  opinion 
may  havec^ained,  that  by  tbne  words  arennder- 
Mo(>d  come  hidden  occutt  powers,  not  exprrislr 
eauiucrated  io  ibe  Conttiiution;  ihat  iheae  pow- 
ers are  for  the  pceuliar  exercise  of  disereiion,  and 
th«t  tfaey  are  certain  diicretiovarr  powers,  to  be 
diaeovercd  tod  assamed  in  extraordinary  eaaet. 
If  any  taeh  opioioas  are  eoiertained,'  a  earefol 
•xaminaiion  of  (be  ConstiiDEioD  will  disstnate 
tb«m.  Powers  oiher  than  those  enaaieratea  In 
the  eighth  acetion  of  tbe  flnft  anicle  «f  the  Con- 
aiitutioB— these  powers  nightvll  beoMiitioned— 
bat  that  is  HDnecesMry;  some  of  them  will  be 
noticed.  "CoaneM  hare  power  to  proTide'  bf 
law  for  takiof  ibe  eensoa  of  elt  tbe  people  of  the 
United  Btatas  srerf  ten  years."  Cmgnaa  hare 
power  to  appeiat  by  Uw  a  day  lo  conTene  other 
I  than  (be  ftirat  Monday  of  December.  To  deter- 
mraa  by  Jaw  tbe  ilmc  for  choosiov  elector*  of 
PreeidentaadVievPreaideDtofthaUDtied  State*, 
r  Sootion  fovrthoffiisianiele— ''The  times, pUees, 
<  '  and  maneef  of  holding  eleciioaa  for  Stoitora 
I '  and  RepreaeotMirai,  shall  be  preniribed  in  each 
.  '  State  by  ihe  Legialainre  thereor,  bat  the  Coa- 
'  greaa  nar  at  any  time  by  taw  make  or  altei 
,  '  BachTegBlatiooa,eiccptasioiheplac*sef  ehooc- 
.  '  ioKSeaatora." 

"To  mke  law* Mspeotiitg  the  DiitHct  of  Co- 
lombia." "TodeclarethapniebMefltofireaMD.'' 
SereralofthoHpowendeDamtDated  "other pow- 
ers," are  enametated  in  tbe  ninik  and  tenth  see- 
tioQs  of  the  first  article  of  the  Comtitotton.  Geu' 
greas  hare  power  by  law  to  eetablisb  coorta  inferior 
lo  tbe  Bwpreiae  Coort.  Congrcsa  have  power  to 
Biftka  all  needrxl  rules  aad  regnlalions  respect' 
ing  the  territory  aad  other  property  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stale*.  Thia  BDameniiKin  may  at  preeeni  be- 
solScieDi  to  show  what  power*  are  iaieoded  by 
the  words  " oiber  powers,"  and  also  to  manifest 
ineontroTertibly  ihat  tbe  words  "  and  all  olber 
power*  vested  by  ihi*  ConatitatioD  in  tbe  Qor^ 
ernnient  of  the  United  StaiCL  or  in  any  depart- 
ment or  offiaer  theteof,"  refer  only  lo  poweri  ex- 
preasly  and  poaitirely  enameraied  in  ihe  CQB*ti- 
tuiion,  ind  by  ii  rcgied  in  the  Oovernineat  of  the 
United  8tBle*~ihat  by  the*e  words  are  not  uo- 
deralood,  as  *aine  may  abtc  fondly  tnnBgined,  any 
powers  of  discreltoD,  fitted,  whea  discorered,  lo 
fill  cbaim*  in  the  Gensti tuiion  of  the  United 
State*;  and  that  by  theee  words  ate  not  to  bens- 
daHiood  some  concealed  oeenlt  powers,  waiting 
to  be  revealed  by  superior  wicdoni  to  raeei  par- 
ticular ptirposea,  for  in*(ance,  the  erea<ioD  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Siaiea,  or  to  be  draped  oni 
by  main  force  to  sapport  nncoasuiotional  prctea- 
lions.  In  the  CoDstiiuiioD  are  clearly  exprcraed 
and  enaaieTaicd  alt  the  power*,  right*,  and  prin- 
eiple*,  whish  have  been  veiled  in  tbe  Ooveromenl 
of  the  United  States  or  in  any  depart  meat' or  of- 
ficer thereof,  by  the  iadiridaal  State*  ratifying 
the  CeD«'iiuttaB.    MethiD(iBleft4a  obacnrity 


diffieslty;  and  lt|is  Constitntion  i*  not.elastie,  it 
will  not  bend  to  discreiioMry  opiaioas. 

I  will  asw,  said  Mr.  Rhb^  with  alt  doe  vetpeel, 
approach  the  main  point  of  inquiry,  viz:  is  a  poll- 
er or  right  to  create  the  Bank  of  the  United  Siatea. 
expreasly  ennmerateif,  to  be  veued  or  ioteudetf 
to  be  veiled  in  Congress  by  tho  eighth  section  of 
tbe  first  ariicle  of  the  GonatitnliDD.  It  may  be 
previoasty  observed,  that  if  in  the  ninth  aeccioiv 
of  Ihe  firct  ariiele  (here  had  been  even  a  neaaiiva 
'pxpretsion  or  enwaeniion  of  power,  or  right  in- 
serted,  empowering  Coagreae  to  enata  tbe  Bank 
of  the  Uaiied  States ;  a*  if  it  had  been  stated  \m 
tbe  words  followiog,  or  word*  lo  ibe  same  elTect— 
'*  CoDgress  shall  not  create  the  Bank  of  ihe  Uoi- 
ted  Stale)  prior  to  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
bnndrcd" — there  inight  have  been  some  reaaoB 
CO  preaBme  npon.  Bui  a  native  expresaioa  oC 
a  power  or  right  of  that  import  is  aot  in  the  ninth 
seeltoB  enameraied,  nor  to  any  other  *ee(ion  of 
tbe  Coostiintion.  The  words  in  the  eighth  see- 
lion  of  the  &r*i  aniale  of  the  Constitution,  which 
have  eanaed  such  amatiBg  soliciiode  ai>d  jnqut^ 
ing  BBxieiy  to  diteOTer  some  obaeure  oaenli  pow- 
er or  right  to  create  the  Bank  of  ihe  United  Siate* 
there,  are.  the  following:  "Coagresa  ahall  htva 
'  powertDlayandeollecitaEea,duiJe9, imposts, and 
'  excises,  to  pay  tbe  debt*,  ahd  provide  fot  the  eon* 
'  tnon  defeaee  and  general  welfare  of  the  United 
'  Staiea,"  "  Bttd  (at  expressed  in  the  last  clause  of 
'  the  section)  to  make  all  law*  which  sbaU  be  ae- 
'  eesaary  and  proper  for  carrying  into  execntioft 
'  the  foregoing  powers,  {that  ia,  the  powers  eoa- 
'  mcraied  in  the  eighth  Beet  ion)  andnll  other  pow- 
'  crt  (that  is,  power*  caomen^  in  other  sec lionx 
'  of  tbeftrsi  ariiole,  aad  eaumerated  inother.artt- 
'  elea  of  the  Conatitution)  vested  by  this  Consti- 
'  MtioB  in  tbe  Oovenimeai  of  tha  tJoited  Btate^ 
'  or  in  any  department  or  officer  thereof." 

Let  iliese  words  be  earefully  and  atlenlively 
examined,  and  all  obsaurity  and  difficulty  will  b« 
removed  ;  let  them  be  connected  in  the  mannec 
they  were  intended  to  be  connected,  and  DO  rea* 
son  will  be,  to  presnme  some  unknown  occult 
power,  on  which  a  preteaiioo  to  nreate  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  can  exiit.  "  Coagresa  shall 
bare  power  to  lay  and  cotleet  taxes."  Let  the 
words  be  connected,  so  that  ibey  shall  read, ''  Con- 
gress ahBll  hare  power  to  make  all  laws  necea^ 
sary  and  projMr  to  lay  and  collect  laies,  duties, 
impost*,  and  exci«es."  Here,  said  Mr.  R..  a 
quesFioti  nreseois  icself,  that  is  to  lay,  for  what 
purpose  shall  Congress  have  power  to  make  all 
taws  which  aliall  lie  necessary  and  proper  to  lay 
and  collect  taies,  duties,  imposts,  and  esciaea) 
Tbe  flrst  claose  gives  the  answer—"  To  pay  tha 
debts,  and  proviiTe  for  the  common  defence  and 
general  welfare  of  (he  Uaiied  Slates."  The  ex- 
pression of  the  delegvted  power  or  right  will  tbea 
to  plain  and  intelligible  iangaasre  be — "Coogreaa 
•ball  hare  power  lo  make  all  laws  which  shall 
be  neeesMiry  and  proper  lo  lay  and  collect  laxe^ 
duties,  impoais,  and  exciMs,  to  pay  the  debtS;  aoa 
provide  for  the  oommon  defence  and  general 
welfare  of  ihe  United  Biatei."  This  reading 
the  mind  clear'  and  dtsliiiM  idtaa,  t» 
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UMTCS  doubtful  TDtcrprelaiioD,  nnd  niaUisliM  (bf 
truth  coniaioed  in  [fail  section  of  ilie  Comiitn- 
tion.  Let  Ihjs  reading  be  prefixed  to  ewtry  eltuie 
in  (he  6[h  (eetion,  aad  ibe  proprieiy  ibereorwill 
lie  inoie  apparent  j  for  inElairee,  CoDfrera  shall 
ka*e  power  to  make  all  Jawi  which  shall  be  dc- 
«esaatf  and  proprr  lo  borrow  mooer  oo  ifae«redit 
«f  the  United  States,  to  paf  the  debts,  aad  pro* 
vide  for  the  commoD  defence  and  ^n  era  I  welfare 
«f  Ibe  United  States.  Aod  here  lei  il  ^  ob- 
Mrred,  that  theworda  "for  the  eommao  defence, 
anil  geoeral  welfare  of  ibe  Uniled  Statea,"  are 
words  of  limitalioD  and  resiriciioD,  and  not  of 
amplification  of  powers ;  these  words  direct  to 
the  end  for  which  all  taxes,  dtilies,  Imposts,  aod 
excises,  shall  be  laid  and  collected,  and  it  foUows 
ikat  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  ezcises,  shall  not 
be  laid  and  collected  for  any  purpose  whaieTer 
other  than  lo  pay  ibe  debt*  and  provide  for  the 
common  defence  and  general  welfare  of  the  Uni- 
ted Siktes. 

The. right*,  powers,  and  prtnciplra,  delegated 
hy  the  individusl  States  to  the  United  States, 
«Bd  enumemied  ia  the  Constiiulion,  are  sobilan- 
lial,  not  formal;  and,  being  sDbstanee,  are  nn- 
ottangeable  in  their  Dalore,  aod  muat  continue 
VBtii  altered  by  the  Constitutional  authorities. 
An  instiiation  or  principle  which  baa  power  to 
pat  bank  paper  in  the  place  of  gold  and  silver,  is 
■ubataotial — not  formal— and  never  can  be  fixed 
•a  a  formg  by  way  of  appendage  to  iJie  badness 
tf  eolleaiing  taxes,  daties,  imposts,  or  excises,  or 
by  way  of  appendage  to  aid  eemmeroe,  or  to 
barrow  money.  With  as  much  proprieiy  Inay  it 
b«  Mid  to  aid  in  ei^tablishing  an  uniform  rale  of 
Bntaralization,  or  in  making  noiform  laws  oo  the 
'  anbject  of  bsnkruntcies  throughout  ih'e  Ueiied 
States.  A  principle,  or  a  right  or  power  to  cre- 
ate the  Bank  of  (he  United  State*  U  not  inserted 
or  enumerated  among  the  rights  aod  pewnrsanu- 
merated  in  tbe  eighth  section  of  the  first  artitrie, 
lor  in  any  othai  seation  of  (he  ConstitniioD. 
LfCt  it  not  then  btmeMimed  thai  the  ConTaniioo 
who  made  (ha  Gonatitatioo,  or  the  ratifying 
States,  did,  in  an  occult  aod  obscure  manner,  vest 
Ibn  Ooreroment  of  the  Uoit«d  Stales  with  a 
right  or  power  to  create  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Steles  ia  (be  manner  and  form  belonging  to  the 
bank,  the  chaiter  of  which  labors  to  be  renewed. 
The  CoostiiutioB  contains  no  enitneraiioo  of  a 
principle  which  can  give  an;  pretence  for  sach 
prMumption. 

In  tb«  eighth  section  of  the  first  article  are 
anomerated  rights  aod  powers  of  niaor  impor- 
hnce  than  a  right  to  eaiablish  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States.  The  right  to  eslablith  oniform 
laws  on  the  aubjeet  of  bankruptcies  througbent 
the  United  States  is  of  minor  importance— that 
right  is  eaumeratad.  Certainly,  (hen,  if  the  Con- 
veaiioo,  or  the  ratifying  States,  hait  designed  to 
Vest  Ctragrcsi  with  the  right  to  erea(e  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  that  tight  would  have  bean 
Capreasly  enuiseiated  in  the  CooBtitution. 

By  rirlue  of  the  eigblh  section  of  Ihe  first  ar- 
ticle of  the  Coostituiion ;  "Congress  shall  hare 
pnwffi  to  Bwke  all  lairi  ^hiak  s^all  he  niMa. 


'  sary  mad  proper  lo.pronote  the  progmief  & 
'  ence  ai»d  useful  aria,-  bj  secaruLg  foi  liaiu 
'tiroes  to  anthora  aad  ioTcntor*  the  «di» 
'  light  to  their  retpactira  wriiiB)^  and  iixm 
'  rie*."  The  inseriioia  of  that  right  w  ftwe^ 
fords  suBcieat  reason  lo  conelode,  thai  ifw 
Oonveniioa  had  intesdetl  lo  delegate  lo  (ittla- 
(H-ena  power  or  right  to  create  the  Bask  of  i> 
United  Staiei,  the  right  or  power  to  miblbit 
would  certainly  have  been  expressly  easaMs 
in  (be  CoDslitOtMO.  "Tbe  eiiumertljaaitit 
Consijiniioa  of  certain  righta  ahall  Dotbiah 
sWued  to  deny  or  disfiarage  others  retsiutl* 
the  people."— llth  article  of  anendnieBUi,Ht 
Const iititioB.  Here,  tbni,  it  may  propvii 
o^isentd,  thai  the  rights  eouneratal  id  ibris- 
Htitution  ase  certain,  that  ia,  ideniieallytM» 
tinctly  eiameraied  rigfaia,  aati  that  ibsKn^ 
shall  not  be  by  diaoreiion  eonstraed  to  tn;! 
disinrage other  rights  reserred  to  thepeaflc  1 
tight  or  power  to  ealablisli  the  Bank  of  (tie  [:- 
ted  Stales  is  not  eDumeratad  in  the  CoaMiiiiK 
that  rif  hi  or  power,  therefore,  is  not  droitdu* 

Svple,  and  the  certain  rights  «siuDtntcdii> 
aosiitniion  shall  not  b«  eontirued  lo  dnrAi 
right  to  the  people,  that  ia,  to  the  people  liM 
indiviilaal  State  capaeitiea.  "  The  ponM 
delegated  to  the  United  Sia««>  by  ik*  Ca» 
tion,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  Statasifr 
sertcdto  the  Slates  reapeatively  or  toibl* 
pie."— laih  atiiole  of  nmendments  loiteCo' 
Btitutioo.  The  eighth  oeclion  of  iheBrrii^ 
of  Ihe  ConsilEuiion  enuaieratas  cerdii^ 
or  rights  delegated  to  tha  -United  Sum-  Tm 

IQtb  section  of  the  fi»t  aMi'de  i      * 

tala  rights  prohikiKd  expressly  o 
to  the  respeciire  Slates ;  but  in  the  temkaeua 
or  in  any  other  sectiaa  of  the  CoHikowJ 
right  lo  create  bank  iostilutioM  isnotpiti'r 
atooluicly  or  coadttioaallr  to  the  '^'' 
Slates  or  to  the  people  (  thai  right  i**^ 
not  delegated  to  the  United  Slates, botany"* 
to  the  respective  Slates  or  to  the  p«>|^  ™ 
States  respeotircly  have  leimJated  ot  tlMft^ 
and  right  reaerved,  aad  have  esubli*b«<ii*u>' 
stitaiioQs,  and  the  United  States  baveiK"''* 
fared  to  prevent  iham.  ,y 

In  the  eighth  sectioa  of  the  first  •r''°''"'l 
Constiiulion  a  right  ia  ennmerated.  ''"'.^ 
'  gress  sball  have  power  to  «xerci*e  (W^ 
'  legislation  in  aH  oases  whatsoever,  o"'^ 
'  district  (not  exeeediog  lan  miiea  square)  (ll^' 
'  by  oession  of  particular  Btate*^  and  '^J[^ 
'  ance  of  Congress,  become  the  seat  of  *"7| 
'  meat  of  ihe  United  Buie*."  The  P***!^ 
sated  lo  Ihc  Congress  by  Tirlua  nod  '<"'*. ,|_. 
clanse,  i*  eminently  great,  and  requires  u  »^ 
tratioa  to  prove  that  Coogres*  has  po'"<"^ 
ate  hank  insliluttoaa  in  the  District  of  Coin d'' 

lo  favor  of  a  rMiewal  »f  the  ohsrJtr  o  " 
Bank  of  the  United  Sutes  il  is  argued,  m^ 
Congress,  having  power  to  by  and  «""'*'  u 
duties,  imports,  and  excises,  has  ilx*  f'^L 
establish  Ibe  Baok  of  ibeUoited  States  »*f^ 
toaid  ia  colleciios  uxea,  daties.impoil^i|X'^ 
lot.    ItwiUnotl^aBidibailbeBaakofl*''"' 


IV  Google 


;iT 


JBSIOXT  OP  OONORBBflk 


»18 


ANVARV,  18U. 


Bank  tf  Ae  ifnitd  SkUta, 


ed  SiKtM  ii  M  MMOtial  oKemaij  nniM  in  c«l- 
ectios  lasH,  duufa,  irapoau,  atid  cscUeg,  fot  ex- 
Mrieoce  bu  pforeu  iKat  tazra  have  bveo  col- 
ecte<l  wiilioul  ibe  aid  of  Ibat  bank.  Bui  if  it 
b«  a  Daaao*  (steDtiall  y.  DcceB&ary  lo  collect  tasM, 
it  ousbt  lo  be  u  eatrosi*e  iD  operaiiun  as  Lhe 
law  for  culUciing  lazes.  The  nature  of  ibe  bank 
iDsitiutioa  piores  that  it  canaot  be  cocitentive 
wiib  the  law  fur  colleeiiog  laics,  ^ea  dollars 
bviog  the  loneit  suto  for  wbicb  a  bill  of  ibat 
bauk  is  isiued,  it  is  iDaaifnl  ibal  bills  of  tea  dol- 
lara,  IweDly  dollars,  £fiy  dollars,  and  apwatda, 
CMnaoi  aid  geaeraliy  in  eollectios  aod  paying 
taxea  ;  adaiiilinK  llie  eirculalioD  at  tb«se  bills  to 
be  Goealeuive  with  ibe  opeialiou  of  the  law. 
Tbe  lOib  section  of  ibe  act  eniitled  an  act  lo  in- 
corpuraie  lh«  subscribers  to  ibeBank  of  ibeUoi- 
ted  Slates,  proTides,  "  ibai  ibe  bills  or  notes  of 
'  lhe  said  Gorporatiou,  oiiginallj  caade  payable, 
'  or  which  shall  have  becoiUe  payable  on  de- 
'  mand.  ia  gold  or  silter  coio,  iball  be  receirable 
*  ia  allpajriuecu  to  the  Uoiled  Slates."  fiut,iiot- 
I  wiibaUodiiig  the  bills  or  notes  of  thai  eorpora- 
lion  aball  be  receJTable  in  all  payineaii  ig  ibe 
Uoiled  Slates,  u  is  piovided  for  la  that  seciion, 
,  Uia  met  alluded  lo  dues  not  pioTide  that  the  bills 
or  notes  of  ibai  bank  shalf  be  receivable  ia  all 

Syneots  to  citisaoa  of  the  United  Slates.  The 
ink  of  ibe  United  Slates,  therefore,  cbddoi  be 
•n  aitequaie  mraos  to  collect  laies  from  all  the 
;  citiiea*  of  the  United  States,  and,  if  not  fcom  all 
,  th«  citizeos  of  the  Uoited  Stales,  lhe  opetaiioo 
J  of  the  bank  will  be  puiia],  aod  coosequeolly  ia- 
I  juiious  10  the  people. 

,  By  the  10th  seciioo  of  the  Uw  alluded  lo,  the 
bills  and  aotts  of  the  corporation, established  by 
Ibat  law  are  made  receirable  in  all  paymeats  to 
the  United  Slates.  Tbe  bouds  for  paymeQi  af 
duties  aod  iupoaU  on  foreign  merchaadise  im. 
ported  into  tbe  Uoiled  Stales  are  generally  de- 
posited ia  Ibe  baak  of  that  corporaiioD  or  in  ibe 
tespeciive  branches  thereof.  Whatever  beoefil  or 
kdvantage.  if  any,  arises  by  colleciion  of  those 
duties  Mil  iruporis,  accrues  to  that  corporation; 
whatcTcr  gold  aod  siLrer  is  paid  oo  acoouat  of 
those  duties  and  impost*,  it  remains  at  tbe  dispo- 
■iiioa  of  lbs  corporation,  by  reason  that  the  cor- 
poratioa,  by  the  law^  ate  enabled  to  pay  the 
amoUDi  of  all  the  duties  aod  imposts  !□  tae  Uni- 
ted Sl&les  in  bills  and  notes.  These  bills  Mid 
Botes  afterwards  come  into  the  hands  of  the 
agents  Knd  public  functionaries  of  lhe  United 
Slates,  and  by  them  are  paid  to  ihe  ciliiena,  And 
by  ibis  operation  the  bills  and  notes  of  the  corpo- 
ration obuio  a  circulation  10  a  certain  extent 
among  tbe  poople,  and,  notmithstaodiof  ihey 
may  oot  be  a  legal  tender  in  payment  ol  deb^ 
by  oos  ciiizen  lo  another,  do  oeTeribeless  acquire 
a  degree  of  currency  by  being  in  the  first  in- 
stance made  payable  10  the  United  States.  By 
this  operatioo,  bottomed  on  the  lOib  section  .of 
theUw,  the  corporation  bare  the  adranugeof 
leiaiaing  the  precious  metals  in  their  taults  until 
kD  oppoiiunily  offers  to  diapose  of  them  to  the 
ben  adTaataga,  or  to  expwrt  (hem  to  foreign 
IDiukitiea.    Otbei  obsciTftiioiu  loigbt  be  naoa 


reapcGling  the  operation  of  tbe  law  iocorporaiinc. 
the  subscrihers  to  ihe  Bank  of  tbe  Uoited  States; 
bul  what  alreadf  has  been  observed  may  be  luf- 
ficieui  to  ezciie  refiection  on  the  niacbiQery  aod 
influeaee  of  tbe  mighty  enfiJne  which  the  stock- 
holders of  the  Bank  of  lhe  United  Siaits  have  in 


pervades  tbe  United  States  in  all  elections;  it 
can  raise  up  tod  put  down;  it  may  tay,  "I  can 
raise  yon  to  a  eonspicuttus  and  ezalted  station, 
if  you  obey  my  directions,  and  if  you  do  nol, 
I  can  put  you  down."  If  an  iuatituliou  of  ibis 
magniiude  is  good  for  the  p*ople  of  ihe  Uoi' 
led  Siaies— if  its  influence  is  for  their  beoiGt, 
let  it  be  demoasirated.  Suppose  the  citizen* 
should  refuse  to  receive  the  bills  end  notes  of  ibaC 
corpoiaiioQ  in  payment  of  debis,  what  would  be 
the  coose<)urnce  1  Why,  let  us  not  say  ruin  19 
all  would  follow ;  but  certainly  maqy  would  be 
iojured. 

It  ba*  been  said,  that  iha  Bank  of  the  United 
States  aids  commerce.  If  it  does,  It  must  be  in  a 
manner  very  unimporiant  to  the  people  of  lhe 
Uoited  Slates  in  general.  The  bank  may  be  a 
convenience  to  all  who  have  to  pay,  in  Ihe  first 
insiBQce,  duties  and  imposts  oo  merchandise  im- 
poned  inlo  ihe  Uoiled  SiaicL  and  ihai  benefit  to 
ihem  operates  10  throw  on  all  tbe  other  people  of 
the  United  Slates  a  prodigioos  mass  of  paper  in 
place  of  gold  aod  silver,tbe<viden|:  effect  of  which 
IS  to  substiiuie  the  bills  and  noies  of  that  bunk  in 
place  of  the  precioijs  metaU ;  and  to  give  tbat 
bank  the  power  of  commanding  tbe  medium  of 
trade  in  the  Uttited  Siatea, 

The  action  of  tbe  bank  is  viibin  the  United 
Slates  aod  territories  thereof;  the  bills  and  notes 
ibereof,asbas  been  observed,  are  made  receivable 
io  all  payments  lo  tbe  United  Slates ;  but  tbe  as- 
suoied  position^  "  ibal  the  bank  aids  commerce," 
not  satisfied  with  what  has  been  said  relative  10 
lhe  ntaoner  in  which  it  aids  commerce,  return* 
and  requires  further  ezplanation — and  it  if  pro- 
per togive  that ezplaoai  100.  Tbeannual  report* 
of  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  show  tbe  prodi- 
gious amount  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
every  year  imported  into  the  United  State*  from 
foreign  couniries,  and  particularly  from  Qreat 
Britain,  aod  the  dependencies  and  colonies  there- 
of. Will  any  of  the  geailemen  who  favor  a  re- 
newal of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uoited 
Sutes,  as  it  is  osUed,  inform  this  Ho,use,  wbelbei 
any  part ,  and  if  any,  what  part,  or  to  what  amount 
of  the  cost  of  the  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
imported  into  the  United  States,  is  actually  paia 
for,  to  tbe  merchants  in  foreigucountries,  lo  wuom 
lhe  orders  are  sent,  in  hills  and  notes  of  that  ban^ 
such  as  are  passiog  among  the  people  of  th^  Uni- 
ted Slates  1  If  such  pavmenls  are  made  in  ftuch 
bills  and  notes,  then  indeed  there  will  be  reason 
lo  eoniend,  that  that  bank  aids  commerce  in  its 
operations.  If  thai  infurnuttion  is  oot  obtained, 
it  will  be  taken  forgranied,  tbat  no  such  payment* 
are  made  io  tbe  bills  or  ooich  of  that  bank.  The 
(act  then  appear*  to  be,  tbat  the  bill*  and  nous  of 
ihM  bank  do  not  pu^  out  of  tbe  United  States 
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and  irrriior^H  thereof,  to  anr  ToreiKn  Htion.  id 
paynieDi  for  the  mercbindise  Imported  from  ihai 
DalioD,  and  that  do  mercbsDl  of  my  foreign  na- 
tion will  receive  bills  and  notes  in  payment  for 
the  mercbindise  ordered.  The  efieci  of  all  this 
itjthat  gold  and  silver  in  exported  to  foreign  oouo- 
triet  (0  paf  for  the  goods,  wares,  and  merchaO' 
diae  imported,  after  deducting  fiom  ibe  grosa 
amount  of  ih«  value  itifreof  that  part  which  roar 
bave  been  paid  forin  produce  of  the  United  Blatev. 
The  coDtequenee  of  which  is,  that  the  precioBs 
netalH.  are  drained  from  the  Uaiicd  States,  and 
the  paper  of  the  bank  circulates  amODg  the  people 
in  ine  pjeee  of  gold  and  silver.  If  that  cause  Is 
■nfierea  lo  continue  lo  oper«ie,a  lime  maf  notbe 
far  distant  when  the  paper  of  that  bank  will  be 
the  onty  visible  medium  of  trade  amon^  the  peo- 
ple ;  and  ■  piece  of  gold  or  siver  coin,  (notwilh- 
slandinK  the  Mint  has  issued  great  quantities 
ibereor)  will  be  rare  to  be  seen.  It  has  been  said 
that  the  bank  has  been  aiding  to  agriculture.  If 
it  be  so,  it  is  strange  that  ibe  agricoitural  part  of 
the  community  have  sent  do  peiriions  or  memo- 
rials  to  Congteis  prajring  for  a  renewal  of  the 
bank  charter.  Prom  whom  do  all  the  petition* 
and  memorials  come  1  Not  from  asricQiinriKis  ; 
Dot  fTom  all  the  merchants  of  the  United  States; 
bot  from  peisons  interested  in  ibe  coatisualion 
of  that  bank  charter,  anil  ■  portion  of  the  mer- 
ebants. 

It  hat  becD  n^ed  ibai,  if  the  bank  charter  is 
not  renewed,  ruio  and  debtruclion  almost  nnlrer' 
sallf  will  fall  on  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
These  declarations,  said  Mr.  R.,  aReat  me  not, 
because  I  place  no  eooSdence  in  Ibem.  An  ag- 
rieulloral  people  cannot  be  ruined,  nnlil  it  shall 
please  The  Alroigbt^  to  prohibit  the  reiurn  of  the 
seasODs  in  their  regular  time,  unlit  I't  shall  please 
Bim  to  dry  npihe  fountaiosof  rain,  and  sayihere 
•ball  be  no  more  seed  time  nor  harvest.  Bat  if 
this  bank  isofsoch  mighijrfDree^  that  its  fall  will 
produce  these  direful  effects,  it  is  more  prudent 
to  meet  them  noWjthaD  lo  delay  them  toartiiore 
period.  This  nation  is  as  well  prepared  to  meet 
them  now,  as  it  wjU  be  hereafrer. 

It  has  been  said,  and  insisted  od,  ihatthe  baok 
has  aided  the  Government  in  its  G scat  operation?, 
and  that  the  Qovernm^nt  cannot  well  do,  or  do 
well,  without  it.  Let  it  rslber  be  said,  that  the 
Government  ban  aided  the  bank,  raised  it  into  ez- 
Isience  and  afforded  it  every  support,  by  placing 
in  its  handsjfae  collection  and  deposiciou  of  the 
revenues  of  the  Qovernment  for  twenty  years;  by 
receiving  from  the  bank  its  paper  in  place  of  aold 
and  silver,  and  thereby  leaving  the  sold  and  silver 
to  be  used  lo  the  benefit  of  the  bank  corporaitou. 
The  bank  may  have  been,  to  a  certain  ezieni. 
convenient  in  carrying  on  tbe  fiscal  operations  of 
Ibe  GovemmeQi,  but  it  will  not  be  said  to  be  an 
Insiiiution  profitable  id  the  great  mass  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  Slates;  neiiherwillil  be  believed 
to  be  an  insiiiutioB  aidiofrin  its  action  and  ioBu* 
ence  the  Republican  instiiutidos  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States. 

The  law  creating  ibe  Baak  of  the  United  Stales, 
or,  in  otb^t  worda,  tb«  bank  called  ifaa  Bank  of 


the  United  States,  is  not  bottomed  on  th«  Con- 
Htiiuiion— it  it  iDConsisictit  with,  tai  repi^ 
oaat  to  the  Constitution.  A  Connitniional  gor- 
ernment  requires  do  aid^-can  bave  no  aid  froiB 
an  uoconstiiuitonal  principle.  The  grvai  mea 
who  made  ibe  Constitution,  and  ibe  ntifjine 
Slates,  hare  declared,  ihat  as  it  is,  ihey  made  and 
ratified  it,  and  the  people  of  the  Uaiied  Siatet 
adopted  it  for  the  purpose  ibereia  enumeraied  and 
delegated  ;  and  if  the  Government  cannot  esiit  ia 
virtne  and  by  force  of  the  poi^ra,  rights,  aod 
priaciplet  expressly  enumerated  and  delegaiedia 
the  CoDsiituiian,  without  the  aid  of  a  priaeiple 
violating  the  Consiiioiion,  it  in  ihn«  that  iberv 
should  be  another  grand  conrentioD,  with  powen 
to  make  aooiher  CoDsiiiution.  But  in  my  opinion, 
said  Mr.  R.,  the  right.-^  powers,  and  principlps,  ex' 
pressly  enumerated  and  delegated  id  ih«  Consii- 
iuiioD,are  complete.!^  adequate  to  all  fnteats  aai 
purposes  for  the  existence  of  the  Goremmeni, 
without  the  aid  of  any  principle  tnconaiateDt  with 
and  repugnant  to  the  (Jonstiiution. 

Mr.  McKGB.—Mr.  Speaker,  haviD^  once  trou- 
bled the  House  on  ibis  subject,  it  is  not  wilboat 
much  regret  that  laak  the  ailentianof  genileiB«-B 
to  a  few  more  remarks  before  the  qoestion  ia 
taken. 

The  oppoteiV  of  this  bill  haVe  moiformlr  eon- 
leDded  against  the  exercise  of  a  power  under  the 
Constituijon  irhich  Is  not  exprewl^  delegated  to 
Congress  by  the  letter  0f  the  Constitution.  Tbi* 
position  cannot  be  maiDtained  by  ibe  czperieoee 
of  what  is  past;  nor  can  it  be  adhered  loinfmni^ 
or  in  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  this  Oot~ 
ernment.  AniTl  conjure  gentlemen  to  pause, 
before  they  given  const  ruction  to  the  Civistiioiion, 
which  ihey  themselves  have,  on  other  oeeaaions, 
riolsled;  aod  which  they  will  be  compelled  again 
to  violate,  or  desert  the  beat  and  dearest  iaterat 
of  iheir  couoirjr. 

Sir,  the  Territory  of  Louisiana  has  been  par- 
chased  since  tbe  commencement  of  the  Reptibli- 
can  Administration  ;  and  tbb  act  cooatiititea  aoe 
of  their  strongest  titles  lo  the  fair  fame  with 
which  ibey  are  surrounded.  Ant]  yet  larkwbnc 
(according  to  (be  construction  contended  for)  it 
the  power  under  the  Consiiiution  which  could 
auihorizethe  mode  of  this  acquisition?  Will  any 
gentleman  point  it' out  to  me  1  For  I  confess  I 
cannot  perceive  it.  I  know  Congress  are  expre«xJf 
empowered  by  the  Coosiitntioo  to  declare  war; 
and  the  power  to  declare  war  includes  the  power 
"acquire  territory  by  the  successful  resnli  of  that 

ar.  And  faanceit  would  seem  lo  follow  that 
the  GoTernment  may,  with  propriety,  atiaia  th« 

me  end  by  treaty  or  jiurebase,  which  ibey  conltt 

effect  by  force.    Butihispowerit  certainly  a  con- 

Biive  one,  to  be  collected  frotn  the  reason  and 

(he  letter  of  the  Constitution.    And   tbera* 

fore,  aeeording  to  the  doctrine  inctilcated,  it  cai»- . 

not  be  used. 

Congress  have  also  laida  geDenlenibargD;aDd 
•hence,  I  ask,  is  tbe  power  authorizing  ibis  act 
derived  1  It  certainly  eannot  be  justified  under 
Ibe  general  power,  delegated  by  the  CossiiintiOB 
'-  Congifaa,  to  tcgnlnK  CommeK*;  becaaaa  » 
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jfenvinl  embargo  dnriitfr  )t!i  con i(n Dance  pa ti  an 
eDd  to  all  comineKe.  And  it  is  perfectly  alMurd 
to  *ay  that  the  g«iienl  delei|stiDn  of  power  to  ng- 
nUie  commerce,ir)claiteB  the  power  to  auipend  it 
ftIto;«iber.    But  iheConaiitoiian  hii  dfle^ted  ' 


of  ibe  property  ■■  well  ■«  ihr  pei 
zens  frotn  the  oceao  io  time*  of  diffienliy  aod  dan- 
fer,  bf  meana  of  a  general'  embargo,  (hereby  re- 
Mrrinj  to  the  eonnirf  the  moorcei  as  well  n 
physical  force  of  the  people  nnimpatred,  Is,  in 
fact,  proTldlDj  for  the  ^neral  weffare  and  eom- 
lOoTi  defence.  And  benee  retain  the  power  e«- 
ercised  by  Gongrets  of  laying  an  embatgo.  Bat, 
■Ir.  this  is  also  a  consirvciiTe  power.  Dot  expressly 
delegated  to  CoQ^ress  by  the  CosslilutioD;  and 
therefore,  bjr  the  doerine  contended  for  by  the  op* 
poaera  of  Ibi»  hilt,  cannol  be  eiereiged. 

Cotipress  hsTe  boilt  ■  hetm  for  the  President 
of  the  United  Slates,  that  would,  in  puint  of  size 
aod  magni&cenee,  brgipir  anything  to  be  founil 
at  St.  James'ii  or  elsewhere.  They  bare  entab- 
Itabed  port  offices  in  all  the  States  of  the  Union, 
■tid  by  law  exempted  the  pottmaster*  from  sern'ng 
on  juries  as  well  at  performing  mililary  doty  ;  by 
this  means  erealing  an  ioflaenee  in  the  iolerior 
of  the  States,  witboat  any  eiprem  delegatioa  of 
pawer,BDihorizing  the  act ;  and  therefore  (aecord- 
mg  to  the  conftroeiion  eonteaded  for  on  this  oo- 
easion)  unaniboneed  and  aocDDidlutioaal. 

I  mtgfai  proceed  lo  enQmerate  a  laD|  eatilogae 
of  eases,  in  which  Congress  have  exercised  power* 
under  the  CoDstiitiliOD  which  were  not  expressly 
delected,  bat  drawn  entirely  from  the  leoton, 
■pint,  and  essence  of  (he  instroinent ;  and  jnstiBed 
alone  in  their  BtReas  and  efficacy  to  carry  into 
effect  aaiDe  ofthe  great  class  of  powers  delegated 
10  Congres*  by  the  Conaiitotion.  The  people  of 
the  United  Stales  hare  experienced  the  moil 
happy  cDnseqneueea,  aYiting  solely  from  the  ex- 
ercise of  (boas  cDnsirnctiTe  powers,  againtt  which 
some  genilemea  now  declaim  with  so  tnueh  ap- 
parent zeal ;  and  wbieb  are  certainly  lets  tortured 
and  farfetched,  than  (he  coDstVneltoD  for  which 
ibose  gentleiDea  to  peilinacloasly  contend. 

When  we  riaw  the  past  we  find  that  all  parties 
baTeaaifbrmly  given  the  tame  practical  coitstrac- 
tion  to  the  Constitoiion. 

Washington,  the  great  Father  of  his  Gonniry, 
Mr.  Jefferson.  Mr.  Oallaiin.  and  all  the  magistracy 
of  the  United  States,  iacludiog  both  Houaes  of 
Congress,  have  given  directly  or  indirectly  the 
lanie  eoostraciioD  to  the  Conxiitntion ;  and  with 
these  illastrioa*  examples  and  precedents  before 
me,  leannoi  arrogate  to  myself  the  aelf-anScieney 
to  disregard  or  distrnsi  them,  and  make  otil  some 
new,  Utopian,  aatried  theory,  saaetioned  neither 
by  reawo,  expcvietice  nor  policy ;  beHcTing  ft  lo 
M  more  safe  to  pursue  the  old  and  beaten  trao^, 
than  to  adopt  ^iried  experiments,  paniciilarly 
jna  eaM  of  adovrtHful  nararB.  I  admit  that  Coo- 
CTCM  oaght  BM  to  look  for  the  Cosstitaiion  in 

Joor  statute  hook,  or  in  the  fugitive  pages  of  yoar 
nraal,  but  to  iha  tnsiramenl  i(seir.  But,  sir, 
m«t«acoD8mtiioalMibMi>.Ki*entotiuaiB«tni- 


ment  by  its  great  hther,and  where  that  ec 

tion  has  been  ratified  by  the'soTereignToleeof  the 

people,  it  thoold  remain  anehanged. 

The  genilemaa  from  PennsylrBnia  (Mr.  Sm- 
lib)  hat  endeavored  to  aesimilate  (he  power  now  - 
attempted  (o  be  exercised  to  that  exercised  in  the 
adoption  of  the  odions  alien  and  sedition  laws. 
(at  ihey  bare  generally  been  calleJ.)  And  if, 
Htr,  ihe  gendemao  had  forgotten  (as  he  seems  to 
hare  done}  the  first  article  in  the  amtodmentt  to 
the  Consiitntioo  ofthe  United  Stales,  then  indeed, 
hi>  paialtel  would  hare  been  an  appropriate  one. 
difiering  from  the  construction  now  coniendea 
for,  only  in  the  signal  eircumiiance,  that  thealicn 
and  sedition  laws,  in  their  practical  operation, 
tended  to  abridge  the  liberty  of  ihe  citizen,  whilst 
the  bank  is  a  matter  of  policy  alone. 

But  these  alien  and  sedition  laws  were  in  de- 
rect  hostility  to  the  Grsi  article  in  the  amendment 
to  the  ConstitoiioD,  which  is  in  the  following 
words :  "  Congress  shall  make  no  law  respecting 
'  the  establiahment  of  religion  or  prohibiting  the 
'  free  exercise  thereof,  or  abridging  the  freedom  of 
'speech  or  of  the  press."  This  prohibitory  ar- 
ticle shows  the  real  difference  between  the  two 

Much  sensibility  baa  been  manifested'in  reta- 
tioQ  to  8ta(e  lighit,  which,  it  Is  apprehended, 
will  be  pr0B(rB(ed  by  the  renewal  of  this  char- 
ter. Bir,  I  am  B  friend  lo  State  rights,  in  the 
safe  aod  inviolable  preierra  tion  of  which  we  hare 
(he  surest  guarantee  fbr  Ibe  perpetuity  of  (his 
GoTeroment.  Bui,  lir,  I  ask  If  there  are  not  ex- 
ttemeion  thi«tnt>ject  ?  And  whilst  we  are 'gnard- 
ing  against  &yUa  with  care  and  aolieiiode,  it' 
there  no  danger  of  falling  on  CkarybdUl  Are 
not  the  power  and  influence  of  some  of  iheStatea 
now  almost  paramoont  to  the  power  and  influence 
of  the  Oeoeral  OovaraAientl  By  your  refusal' 
to  renew  (ha  charter  of  the  United  States'  Bank, 
you  cousidenbly  enhance  this  power  in  the  banda 
of  the  great  States.  Your  rerenoe  Is  then  to  be 
collected  and  deposited  in  State  banks.  About 
ona-third  of  it  will  he  collected  by  Ihe  State  of 
Peaasylrania,and  will  be  deposited  in  her  banks. 
And  those  banks  are,  as  (hey  relate  to  you,  en- 
tirely foreign  banks.  Yon  have  no  control  ^tvhat- 
Boerer  orer  ihem  or  any  of  them.  Bnt  the  Stale 
of  Pennsylvania  Ins  a  control  orer  them;  and 
consequenily  Pennsylvania,  (if  you  destroy  the 
charter.)  baa  in  her  fangs  the  purse  of  the  nation  ( 
which,  as  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
EppE8)(ayi>, constitutes  thetinewsofwar.  Penn- 


tbe  destioiet  of  one  State  (o  be  wielded  by  a  single 
individual?  If  it  is  not,  tfaen  the  destinies  of 
Pennsylvania,  boldiog  at  she  will  both  the  purs* 
and  the  sword,  might  he  wielded  by  some  ambi-' 
tiouB  and  assuming  man.  And  if  such  an  event 
should  happen,  which  God  forbid  l-where  (hen 
are  your  political  liberties  f  Precisely  at  safe 
and  secure  a*  >f  ibey  were  bdged  in  the  hands  or 
Ns^aen  Ibe  Ch«a(  I 
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What  condiiulM  lb«  power  Brwl  infiuenoe  of  ■ 
Bistel  CertBJoly  moaey  and  pbysical  TorcB  are 
the  principal  aoil  moil  r^uiiiiteiagrfdieM*;  and 
br  rafusiDg  to  renew  the  charier,  you  ibrow  into 
ue  hmJa  of  lite  great  States  ail  the  additional  | 
influence  from  the  resource!  of  the  ustion  being 
ConGdeJ  10  (heir  liandx.  And  at  the  same  time 
TOU  reduce  to  the  condifion  of  mere  cyphern  ibe 
Sutei  of  NoTil)  Carolina,  Tenoesiee,  Ohio,  Kea- 
tucky,  and  all  the  New  Gnj;Uod  State*  except 
MaiuchuaelIi,bywithdrairiDg' entirely  from  their 
coQirvi  and  maoagemeat  the  public  purM  of 
iJie  naiiun. 

I  do  Doi  wish,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  be  uadeniood  to 
tnUriaio  or  iouuLiaie  any  distriut  whaiaocrer  of 
the  integrity  or  loyalty  of  the  great  and  reipec- 
table  State  of  PeoDKyUaaia. 

If,  sir,  ihe  deMinietof  ihii  nation  ara  lobeeotne 
dependent  on  any  one  Stale  in  the  Union,  I  bare 
■o  predilection  loi  aoy  State ;  I  bare  no  unwil- 
lingnew  that  Penniylvania  ibould  be  that  Slate. 
But,  sir,  I  protest  solemDly  ■gaioal  holding,  by 
io  feeble  and  precarioos  a  tenure,  tha  great  and 
inestitnable  priTilegea  of  self-goTwanienL 

But,  it  ii  Mid,  we  may  conule  oorseUei  with 
tbeimprobibiliiy  of  this  great  Stale'*  making  any 
imptopei  use  of  the  powcra  tetted  io  ibair  haads, 
by  a  refusal  to  reaaw  ibii  charter.  Sir,  wbeo  hL 
peace  with  foreiga  nations,  whilst  liarmooy  pre- 
Tails  at  home,  no  imtnediata  dnnget  is  to  be  ap- 
prebeodedj  but  when  your  political  horiion  ia 
blaak  with  internal  tumuli,  when  you  are  mena- 
ced with  eiternal  danger,  and  ireaton  stalki 
abroad  wit b  giK'U'ic  atndes.  it  is  (ben  that  Ibe 
colossal  power  of  the  great  States  b^eoInB  most 
•minemly  dangerousj  it  ii  th^n  ibat  it  may  be 
wercised  to  ibe  utter  humiliation  of  ihs  lit- 
tle Slate*,  aud  the  lubrenioa  ofyouf  Federal 
QoTetomeni,  by  withholding  fron  your  bandt  the 
fiacal  resource*  of  I  be  nation.  To  Duard,  wb«D 
it  may  be  practicable,  agaiitst  poasiUa  ennia  ao 
disastrou*,  liecomea  the  imperiou*  daiy  of  arary 
■ound  and  honest  politician. 

Then  i*  a  view  of  thi*  question  which  sirikea 
me  with  great  force,  and  to  mention  which  was 
my  principal  motive  in  rising  at  ibif  lime.  It 
ba*  been  repeatedly  staled  by  the  opposers  of  this 
bill,  ibal  Ibe  revenue  could,  with  equal  facility, 
be  collected  ibioogh  the  agency  of  ibe  Stntc 
banks,  b  it  then  their  object  to  depoiiie  tb«  pub- 
lic money  in  Stale  banka?  1  pause  for  a  reply. 
Tbe  silence  which  pervades  tbis  Hall,  tolemaly 
answers  this  question  in  the  affirmative.  It  is, 
then, intended  lodeposite  therevenueand  resour- 
ce* of  Ibe  United  States  of  America  in  the  cof- 
fers of  State  banks  1  I  sav  ibis  is  dangerous,  un- 
just and  manifestly  partial. 

The  Presiident,  Directors, and  Company  of  tbe 
Coiled  Slates' Bank  offei  you  61,500,000  to  re- 
Oew  theii  charier;  and  in  the  bill,  now  before 
you,  a  privilege  is  reserved  to  the  Uoiied  Slate* 
of  iDcret:^iog  this  stock,  by  a  contribution  of 
95,000,000,  uQ  the  part  and  for  the  benefit  of  the 
United  States.  The  profit  arising  from  the  sale 
of  tbis  stock,  if  you  are  disposed  lo  sell  it,  would 
be  more  than  91,000,000.    Suppose,  thvn,  that 


the  UoUed  Stales' Bank  would  bt  will  tag  logiva 
•1,000,000  for  the  banking  privilege  alone,  (wkiek 
»eera*  to  me  to  be  a  very  larg«  allowaacc.)  the 
remaining  one  million  two  hundred  asd  £fif 
thousand  dollar*  are  gives  to  tbe  United  States, 
for  the  benefit  arising  to  the  bank  from  tbe  depos- 
itee of  the  public  money. 
Tbis  sum  will  be  increased  it^at  l^aM  S2j[IOD,' 


the  United  St*  testa  pay  interest  at  th«  rate  oft  brer 
per  cent,  on  all  sums  which  may  remain  in  the 
nan  da  of  tbe  bank  longer  than  one  year.  Tbis 
increased  sum,  arising  out  of  the  lite  of  poblic 
money,  is  as  much  tbe  bonafidt  properly  «  tbe 
people  of  the  Uniii^d  Stales  as  any  other  portloa 
of  their  ravetiue.  The  proportion  of  ihissum.Ut 
which  my  constituents  ((b«  people  of  Kentucky) 
are  entitled,  ia  about  8100,000.  And  it  i«  bow 
srarely  proposed  to  wi«*(  tbis  sun  from  iheii 
habds,  not  for  ths  publie  sfrviee  or  public  good, 
but  for  the  express  purpose  of  putting  it  into  tbe 
pockets  uf  ;he  wefiliby  capitalists  of  PeoBiylva- 
"         bank  stockbolden  of  V 


•ells,  Mafyland,  and  Virginia  I  Will  tbe  people 
cheerfully  aoquiesce  in  toi*  unjoft  praatitauaa  of 
their  boaest  earningdl  If  they  d«,  I  bavciu^- 
takeo  their  character. 

When  the«e  are  some  of  tba  coDseqaencea 
which  are  seeo  to  result  from  a  refu.tal  to  renew 
the  charter  of  the  United  Staica'  Bank,  no  naa 
can  be  much  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the  iastrtic* 
lionsgiven  by  Virginia,  MossacbuscUa,  and  Penn- 
sylvania, to  their  Senators  and  Repivsaaiaiivas 
in  Congress. 

Uy  frieiKl  (Mr.  Jobhson)  has  inforoicd  yon, 
that  ■  renewal  of. this  charter  wovld  be  granting 
an  exclusive  privilege  to  a  few  stockholdBO,  and 
exclusive  privilegss  are  odious.  If  my  worthy 
friend  would  only  exsmiaa  the  bill  now  befom 
you,  be  would  find  that  it  is  not  an  exelasire 
privilege.  For  Congress  have  tbereia  naeraad 
to  themselves  the  power  to  ektabliah  a  new  bank 
whenever  policy  or  prudtnee  shall  dictate  its  n»- 
ceisiiy  or  expediency;  and  this  pitwtr  reserved 
by  Cungress.  of  establishing  a  aew  bank,  will  in- 
sure to  the  Uoiied  Suies  a  prudent  and  faithful 
management  of  tbe  money  which  it  i*  pvopoaed 
to  confide  loihe  direction  of  the  Pr«idenL  Di- 
rector*, and  Company  of  tbe  United  Sutes'BJnk; 
which,  it  is  ackaowledfccd  by  the  gcntlemna  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Eppeb,)  has  hitherto  been  man- 
aged with  great  propriety. 

The  '  '         " 

"i^'od  .       .  „        , 

as  a  party  question,  in  tbit  the  geadentaa  U 
eertaioly  mistaken.  It  was  not  originally  con- 
sidered a  party  question.  In  order  to  satiafy  my 
own  mind  on  this  subject,  1  hare  enmined  the 
Journal  of  Congress  Tor  the  yeai  176L;  which 
ha*  beeo  explained  to  ine  by  the  gen  llama  n  fron 
North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Mifioa,)  tha oldeat  meaber 
in  ihisMoufe.  And  I  find  there  were  tbiny-oiBa 
votes  io  favor  of  the  bank  origioally ;  of  which, 
eleven  were  nepublicas)  and  of  the  niaateea 
who.  voted  againoi  it,  aix  wacc  Fademl.    The  iaat 


IV  Google 


83S 


HISTORY  OP  C0KGRE9S. 


828 


SATiVknr,  W11. 


Anft  of  the  VnUed  Stain. 


R.  orlt. 


pront  irtibDai  doBbi  thai  thH  qDMtion  -ms  not 
decided  hjr  perlr  prioeipln.  Bat  whjr,  I  a^  are 
aaeh  aaeeaiiog ^Soriii  mideiD  proteihisa  ptrtf 
qoeaiion?  Is  the  gen  tie  man  ft'om  VirgiDlt,  (Mr.. 
BrpEt,)  whoM  argomeot  on  ihi*  labject  waa  di- 
Treted  priDeipBlljr  to  thti  point,  f«arful  of  a  dimi- 
niition  of  hi*  customarjr  neight  in  ibe  Bcaie  of 
diaomaiDD,  or  of  tha  rBsafficiencjr  of  hii  reaMBiag 
and  aT^incnAiive  powers  lo  draw  his  frtendk 
wSth  him  on  tbri  quMiidD?  Atid  i^  he  iberefure 
coinpethd  lo  rnori  to  iKia  argnmeoi,  ai«  tneitns 
of  wnlppingiolo  tfee  (rack  those  whoareditiposed 
to  ob«y  the  boBestooiivicliaoior  their  own  jodg^ 
menial  If  inch  be  hia  object,  I  ean  onlf  say  fE>r 
mraeir,  that  I  am  dram  rIob;  with  ihat  geotle- 
nuiD,  bf  the  eordi  of  leasoD,  policy,  md  ooiimoa 
Mnaealove.  A od,  where  ihoe  are  too  treak,  I 
eannol  be  Mihiced  from  my  own  opinba,  hy  the 
faaeioatjitf  eloquence  bf  •njr  mao.or  any  tys' 
temof  proscripiiODOr  denuDciaiion,  nowervr  for* 
midsble  it  may  be  either  in  plan  or  operalioo. 

Ii  baa  beeu  fashioBatle  for^  fcnlteman  on  this 
floor,  wlieD  ^teakiag  of  party,  to  declare  they 
were  not  piny  men.  But,  fir,  I  acknowledge  1 
am  a  party  mao.  Aod  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
deelaiiog  that  I  beloag  to  the  people'*  party.  It 
is  for  the  promotion  of  ihs  bapnineis  and  proa- 
periiy  of  ine  people  of  KeniucK^  in  particular, 
and  of  the  whole  United  States  la  geoeral,  (bat 
my  BeTvicec  are  rendered  in  this  House.  Aod  if 
on  this  or  any  other  occasion,  the  true  ioiecesti 
of  (he  people  of  Kvoiocliy  have  been  misunder- 
(tood  by  me,  they  will,  as  I  kaow  they  can,  se- 
lect from  among  ihemtelves  some  individual  pos- 
sessing more  wisdom  to  peroeive.ead  so  inclioa- 
tioQ  to  poraue  the  means  best  calculated  lo  pro- 
mole  ihc  ioierest,  happioew,  and  iacreasing  prot- 
periiy  of  my  coaotfy.  And  should  they  adopt 
aueh  a  measure  aitaluiary  or  expedient,  their  de- 
eiaioo  woald  receive  my  most  atawie  respect  and 


U  is  for  the  proteeljon  aad  proaooiion  of  iha 
best  interests  of  my  couoiry,  aod  of  my  eonsiii* 
svntB,  that  1  have  again  pfesented  myielf  bcl'ote 
this  Haute,  to  give  a  hut  atfd  perhaps  a  fteble 
Tiewof  (he  impolicy  Had  ihedeleterioot  eonse* 
qoencet  of  the  act  which  1  tear  is  niiw  about  to 
he  done. 

B^fbre  I  sit  down,  permit  me  to  adTise  my  pp- 
li(ical  friends,  who  Toie  with  me  on  this  occsaion, 
{for  I  hsTe  no  right  to  adminiiier  adfiea  to  oth- 
ers.) to  suffer  the  deeisire  vote  now  to  he  tak^a 
on  this  great  and  mueh  agitated  qnetlioa.  We 
havegiren  this  bill  all  the  voppon  eoostitDtioa- 
Klty  within  oor  power;  lei  the  majoriiy,  if  against 
Bs,  DOW  decide,  and  take  on  themselves  that  aw- 
ful weight  of  responsibilitr,  which  awaits  iheir 
deeisioD.  And  if  the  atfections  of  the  people 
■hoald,  on  account  of  the  freqttent  appeals  made 
to  their  panlons  and  prejodices,  recede  for  a  mo- 
ment, from  m,  it  cannot  bot  be  to  us  a  eonsiilamry 
nfleetioB,  (hat  we  hava  discharged,  with  honesty 
and  fidelity,  our  doty  to  our  country.  And  that 
when  reason  aad  reflection  may  have  resumed  once 
more  ibeir  empire,  we  will  agala  be  surrounded 
with  (he  eoBfldeneeaBd  ^litade  of  the  peoi^e. 


Messrs.  SwiLis  and  Maodn  spoke  En  farof  of 
the  indefinite  postpoBement  of  the  bill,  and  Mr. 
ftDtnoT  dgatosi  It. 

About  fire  o'clock  tha  qaestloB  wa«  taken,  and 
parried  in  the  aflirmatiTe— yeaw  65,  nay*  64,  aa 
follows : 

ytA»--ljeaioe1  J.  AMoi),  WiSiam  Andaraon,  £ta- 
kiel  Bacon.  Da*id  Bard,  WilHan)  T.  Bany,  Bnrwell, 
BasMtt,  William  W.Bibb,AdaBiBayd,R<4w(tBntWB, 
William  Bailer,  J«m^  Ualhona,  Lanfiton  Che***, 
Matthflt*  Clay,  JamM  Cochran,  Willuin  Crawind, 
Richard  Cnlts,  John  Dtwnn,  Joaeph  Desha,  John  W. 
Eppaa,  Maahack  Franklin,  BarnUsi  Oaanatt,  Gidaon 
Qsrdaar,  Thonisi  Gbolaon,  PeurioD  Goodwyn,  Edwin 
Grey,  Jamea  HolUnd,  Blchanl  M.  Johnson,  Wtlin 
lanes,  Thomsi  Kenan,  William  Kennedy,  John  LoTe, 
Aarati  Lyte,  Nathanisl  Macon,  Alexander  McKlm, 
William  HcKinley,  Samael  L.  MitchiU,  John  Mont- 
jtomeiy,  ITicholaaK.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremish 
MaiToiT,  Gardon  S.  Mumfbrd,  Thomas  Newton,  John 
Porier,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rra  of  Penn.,  John  Hheti 
of  Tennesaee,  Matthias  Bicbsnia,  Bamael  RingjoU, 
John  Roane,  Bben«t«T  Sa^a,  Lsmual  Bawyar,  Bbeii> 
eaer  8ea*m,  AdMn  Seybert,  John  emdle.OMrg*  StaVh, 
Bfematt  Smith,  Henry  Soothard,  Oeorga  M.  Tiovp, 
Oharlea  Tamer,  jr..  Arehibald  Van  Ham,  Robert 
Weakley,  Robert  Whitriiill,  Richsnl  Winn,  Robfri 
WithenHMon,  nd  Robert  Whtbt. 

Nils— Joseph  Allen,  WiHi*  Alston,  jon.,  Abijdi 
BiKelow,  Daniel  Blaiadell,  James  Breckenridge.  John 
Camphell,  John  C.  Chamberlain,  Wm.  Chamberbn, 


liam  Findley,  Jonalhan  Fiifc,  Barent  Oaideniar.Daiid 
S.  Gulsod,  Charies  Goldsborough,  Thomas  R.  Ciold, 
William  Hale,  Nallisniel  A.  Havsn,  Usniel  HeUter, 
William  Helms,  Jonalhsn  H.  Babbard,  Jacob  Hofty, 
Bbenezer  Huntingtoa,  Rlchaid  Jackaon,  jun.,  Robrat 
Jenbina,  Philip  B.  Kef,  Bermul  Knlckerbacber,  Jo- 
■epfa  Lenia,  jun.,  Rdbert  Le  Roy  LiTinsBton,  Vincent 
Malthcvl,  Archibald  McBryde.SamuelMcKee.  Pleaa- 
■nt  M.  Miller,  WilKam  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moaeldy, 
Thomaa  Newbold,  John  Nichoboo,  Joteph  Ptareon, 
Benjamin  PIckman,  jwnior,  Timothy  Pilkln,  jon.,  EB- 
^a  R.  Potter,  Jualah  (tuinvy,  Jahn  Riinilolph,  Thot^ 
as  Sammaiis.  John  A.  Scndder,  Saiauel  Shaw,  Danial 
Shefiej,  Dennis  Bmelt,  Jahn  Bmttb,  Riehard  Stsnlt«^ 
John  Stanley,  Jamea  SUpfaenaon,  Lewis  B.  Stnrgea, 
Jaoob  Swappe,  Samoal  Tagsait,  Benjamin  Tallmadga, 
J(An  Thompson,  Nicholas.  V^  Dyke,  KiHian  K.  Van 
Sensaalaer,  IdOwn  Wheatoa,  and  Jamas  Wilwn. 

And  then  the  House  adjooritcd  until  to-morroW 
morning  etereo  o'clock. 


Fbiht,  Jandary  25, 
The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  au- 
thorizing the  discharge  of  Nathaniel  F.  Fosdiek 
from  his   imprison  me  nt,"  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole   to- 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Williom  Mills,"  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  lo  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  last 
mentioned. 

Mr,  Jonn  Porteb  presented  a  peliiion  of  sttn- 
dry  inhabiunii  of  Philadelpbta,  to  the  same  effect 
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BANKa  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

The  HoGse  reiolTed  itself  into  a  Gomraiitee  at 
Ike  Wbole,  on  the  seTeral  billi  for  ibe.  incorpo- 
taiion  of  banks  in  ilie  Dixlrict  of  ColumbiB. 

The  bill  for  coDimaiDs  the  charter  of  the  Bank 
ofAleinadriawaa  first  UiKeo  up,aiidgoitethroDgti 
wtihout  opposiiioB. 

The  >ill  10  iocorponl*  the  Back  of  Waahio^- 
tOD,  waa  oext  takea  op. 

Varroui  a  id  en  dm  en  ih  were  propoaed,  &e. 

Mr.  Root  aaid,  that  ihit  bill  proponed  a  eoa- 
tttct  between  the  QoTernnif  ot  and  iodiTiduals. 
If  aoy  advantage  was  lo  nccrae  from  it  to  tbe 
indiridaals  on  the  one  pan,  it  ought  also  to  ac- 
crue reciprocally  Id  the  QoTernmeai.  Unquei- 
tionahlfithegrantof  a  charier  to  tbe  bank  would 
raise  the  value  of  iheir  slock  very  cooiidcrablj'. 
He  theiefure  moved  the  following  as  &D  amena- 
meni  to  tbe  bill: 

"  And previdtd,  alio,  ThallhaPimidcntaadDirMt- 
•mof  aaid  Bankaball  pay  t*tb«OoBKDiMiMMn«f  the 
City  of  Waahinckm  tKa  miib  of  filly  thonaaod  duUan, 
fot  the  impToiamaat  of  roadi   anj.  bridgaa  in  aaid 

Mr.  Tan  Hohd  nld  be  did  not  koow  whether 
it  was  neccMary  lo  *»f  cDyibiDg  in  oppotiiioo  to 
tfaia  molion,  but  he  would  aiate  bow  Maryland 
iud  managed  mailer*  of  ihia  kind.  Inatead  of 
T«qntring  a  boDos  from  the  banks,  they  had  gen- 
erally become  sobicribers  to  their  stock.  Virg^i- 
nia  wtt  also  a  siockholder  in  her  bank.  On  each 
aide  of  the  Disicicc,  therefore,  the  States  had  not 
only  Incorporated  banks  wiihoat  receiving  pre- 
miums therefor,  but  bad  assisted  iheii  ciClzeni  in 
establishing:  banki.  As  to  the  lax  proposed  lo  be 
levied  on  ine  District,  Mr.  Van  H.  said,  be  booed 
tbe  House  were  so  sIroBgly  impressed  wito  a 
sense  of  ibe  justice  due  to  tbe  District,  that  ibey 
wonid  not  accede  to  tbe  proposition.  The  peo- 
ple of  the  District  had  no  other  body  than  Coir- 
great  to  whom  ibey  could  look  for  ibal  Btteotion 
M  their  welfare,  wbicfa  other  paria  of  the  Uaisn 
apeiienced  from  Siaie  Lag iaiat urea. 

Mr.  McKiM  said  he  felt  very  little  disposition 
to  iatufere  in  thiabnsinea*;  but  iteeemea  tobim 
there  ninsi  be  something  improper  in  the  emend' 
ment  |  for,  from  what  they  had  lately  heard  of 
the  beoefits  of  a  bank,  the  Qoveroment  oubt  to 
|My  the  stockholders  fifty  (hoDMQd  dollars,  lor  the 
iDslitation  of  tbe  bank,,  instead  of  the  sloekfaold- 
tra  paying  them. 

Mr.  Root  modified  his  mation  so  as  to  leave 
tbe  sum  blank.  The  cDDd4ci  of  Maryland  might 
itlflueuce  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  in  liis 
vote;  but  tbe  Legisktureof  NewTork  bad  lakea 
tbe  boon,  hid  received  money  for  giviog  char- 
ters, sod  applied  it  to  useful  purposes,  to  the  sop- 
pori  of  a  common  school.  But  even  Maryland 
derived  a  profit  from  the  course  it  took,  because 
it  had  the  privileee  of  receiving  a  profit  oa  so 
much  of  their  siocR,  without  any  of  tbe  trouble. 
Id  no  case,  however  had  heretofore  occurred  an 
opportuniiy,  ddw  offered,  to  seltbeesample  in  re- 


lation  lo  all  the  bank*  in  the  Disltiet,  turfih 
Bank  of  Columbia,  and  tbe  same  couitt  nip 
be  pursued  with  it  wkeo  its  charter  upiitd.  )k 
R.  said  he  did  not  wish  to  eompel  ifata  mk 
cept  charters,  for  if  tbey  did  not  choote  u  mf 
ihem,  they  mighl  go  on,  u  hiibetlo,  mux 
them. 

Mr.  LovB  and  Mr.  Wbiobt  also  spoke  ipai 
tbe  amendmeoi,  and  Mr.  Holuho,  iBiiTtiij.L 

The  ameodmeot  waa  negALived— 47  is29. 

The  bill  was  geoe  thToagb,a*  alsamtv 
bills  lo  iDcorporate  tbe  Bank  of  PoUmkoe 
Farmers'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  and  ikt  b« 
Bank  of  Qeorgetowo. 

The  ComsiUee  roae,  mpi  lepwted  tkeUii 
the  House.' 

Mr.  &MtLiB  protested  against  homist  \Ai 
so  mack  importaaoe  through  the  Bmimmni 
day ;   and  moved  an  sdjouraoMBt,  «kitt  n 

Satubdat,  Jaaiwry  20. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  from  Mai««k»» 
BdwabdSt.Lob  Livebhorb, appeared,iWM 
his  seat. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  P.  B.  Poimia 
the  House  do  now  adjourn;  and  iheqnoi'j^ 


ing  taken  ther 


s  determined  is  ikq- 


, ,  -jysdl. 

Mr.  BitsBETT  laid  on  the  table  tbe  loIM 
preamble  and  resolution  of  tbe  Legiibnni 
Virginia: 

"  The  General  AMembly  of  Virjini*  "«»«'*' 
moat  leriuus  concern  ibo  late  atlempb  wWeb  ta"  ^ 
made  to  oMsin  ftoro  Congreii  a  renewil  of  ih  t» 
ter  incorporating  fti  Bank  of  the  Unitnl  Sow- 

"  This  Asaembly  are  deeply  impro-edwilklhi* 
Tiction  that  the  original  grant  of  that  ckirt""'* 
constitotional ;  thatCongr««  have  no  WW"''** 
to  renew  Jt )  and  that  (tie  eiereiBe  «f  w"*!*" 
would  be  not  odIt  anconititotional,  bat  ■  W-" 
encroaehmsBtea  tbe  •orareigB^  of  the  StMi  ""^ 

"Rualmd,  That  the  Senatom  of  ibk  ^'^•^t 
Comgnm  at  the  Upited  Btatea.  be  ioilnx^^" 
Bepnsentativea  moat  earaeatiy  rsqwaMid,  n  ""^ 
ealwn  of  tbaii  duties,  aa  &ithful  B^™""": 
their  eoDotry,  to  oaa  their  best  eflbiti  la  "Pff^ 
every  means  in  theii  pow«r,  the  renewilof  1"*^ 
ter  of  the  Bank  at  the  United  Sutes."  ,^ 

On  m«lian  of  Mr.  Eppb*.  tbe  Hodm  ra 
itself  ialo  a  Commiuea  of  the  WboIe,°B^ 
making  appropriatioaii  for  the  sap|>«i '' 
Military  SstablishmeBt  for  the  yw  1°''',^, 
bill  mating  approphaiioBs  for  ihesappv''' . 
Naval  Esiablisbmeut  of  tbe  United  S»». ", 
the  year  1811;  and  tbe  bill  for  ibcMfPr., 
GovernmentforlSll.  Theee bills we^**""!^ 
reported  with  ameadmenta.and  ordered  ta 
grossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  to  ■ 
pal  Church  o 
readiog.  _    ^ 

The  laat  report  ol  tbe  Secretary  of  ib«  '  ^^^ 
ry,  on  tbe  subject  of  the  Bank  of  4>'  ^"^ 
8Uit«a,  ctmiaiaiiig   a  soggestiiiB  reu"" 
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H.orA 


1  9lnie«  poslrrioi  to  Ibe  expiration  of  (b* 
'  eh«rter,  mul«  on  ThnrMJaf,  was  referred  to  tbe 
Coiamiiiee  of  Wty>  sncl  MeanB. 

Mr.  Bahby  presented  a  petirion  of  Bundrjr  in- 
babilaits  of  Payette  couMy,  in  Kentucky,  pray- 
ing the  rauewal  of  the  c barter  of  the  Bank  of  ids 
United  Btaica;  wbleb  wai  ordered  to  lie  oa  the 
table. 

Hr.BiBaTabopreteDted  a  peiiUon  of  ihe  mc- 
ohantc*  and  manafactUTcn  of  Leiingtoa  in  Ken- 
tucky, pfayia(r  tbe  palroMgi  and  aid  of  Coogreaa 
JD  the  vartouaniaBiifBeliiriiigeiiabluibmeatt  erect- 
ed wilJiin  tbe  United  Slates.— Referred  la  tba 
Committee  on  Commeice  and  Maoufaciurea. 

The  following  Message  from  the  Preaideol  of 
tfae  United  Siaiea.  receired  feiterdsy,  waa  read, 
ttod  ianifbllowa; 
Ta  tht  Hmut  of  Stprttmtattm*  of  the  Vrtifed  Stiat* : 

I  Irsncnit  to  tbe  Hoom  of  ReprvwatatiTei  a  report 
of  the  finperinteodent  of  the  Ci^,  Btating  <Sm  expei¥ 
diturea  under  the  act  of  April  SS,  IBIO,  for  the  batter 
BccomiDOdaLiaD  of  the  OeoBral  pMt  Offica,  and  Fatant 
Office,  and  for  other  poipoaea. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

J^a^iki  10,  1811. 

The  Spbakeb  presented  to  ihe  House  a  tetter 
from  J.  Brooks,  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  pre- 
■eniing,  for  the  inforitiaiion  of  tbe  Qoremment, 
sundry  papers  in,  relation  to  tbe  falls  of  the  river 
Ohio,  and  solieiiing  that  the^  may  tneet  with 
auch  attention  and  eonsideratioa  as  tfae  impor- 
tance of  the  subject  may  seem  to  reqiiirej  which 
tetter  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
.  Mr.  Montgomery  presented  a  petition  of  ana- 
dry  inhftbitants  of  Cecil  county,  in  tbe  Stale  of 
Maryland,  praying  Ihe  attention  and  assistance 
of  the  National  Legislature  to  the  comnletion  of 
(he  Delaware  and  Chesapeake  CaDal;  which 
waa  referred  to  a  Commiiiee  of  the  whole  House 
on  tbe  bill  from  the  Senate,  emitted  "Ad  act  au- 
thorizing the  sale  and  grant  of  a  certain  qnanlliy 
of  public  land  to  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware 
Canal  Company." 

On  tnotioQ  or  Mr.  Jennings, 

Itetolvtd,  That  the  Commiiiee  on  the  Pabtic 
Lands  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  instracted  to  in' 
quire  into  the  espedlency  of  vesting  the  township 
of  land  in  tbe  district  of  Vincenoes,  located  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  the  support  of 
C  seminary  ortearninj^,  in  tbe  Legislature  of  the 
Indiina  Territory,  or  in  some  other  body  politic, 
■nd  their  successors,  for  the  purpose  for  which 
the  same  waa  reserved  and  located. 

Mr.  PoiNDESTER  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Legiglalure  of  Ibe  Mississippi  Territory,  praying 
the  extension  of  pre-emption  rigbti  to  such  per- 
■ona  as  have  unavoidably  I>een  compelled  to  settle 
00  lands  belonging  to  the  United  Stales  wiibin 
Ihe  said  Teriitoty ;  which  was  referred  to  tbe 
Committee  on  tbe  Ptiblic  Lands. 

Mr.  Root,  from  the  Commiiieft  of  Claims,  pre- 
sented a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Cbarlea  Minifle; 
which  WIS  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee  of  tbe  Whole  on  Friday  next. 

Mr.  SrFBs  piesenitcd  to  tbe  HoiBa  two  litien 


from  tfae  Seeieiary  of  the  Treasury,  to  the  Cotn- 
mitieeof  Ways  and  Means,  ireosmitting  nuadry 
additinnal  esinoaies  of  approprta lions' for  iheaer> 
vice  of  tbe  present  year. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  ohange  the  naoM  of  Letvis 
Grant,  loihat  of  Lewis  Grant  Dajidson,  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mo HOAY,  January  2S. 

AntMher  m^iDber,  to  wit :  from  MasEachusett^ 
EsBKiBi.  Whitkah,  appearad,  and  jook  his  aeai. 

On  moiioD  of  Mr.  McBaTOB, 

lU$t>lv»d,  That  tha  Committee  oa  the  Public 
Landa  be  iast/acl«d  to  ioquire  into  the  espedien- 
cy  of  eiiahlishing,  by  law,  a  Board  of  Commiat' 
aioaen,  to  aacertain  and  settle  tke  claiuu  in  Ixod 
in  that  tract  to  wbi«h  tbe  iodian  title  bas  beea 
cziinguiehed,  lylngwi  thin  the  State  of  Teonesae^ 
South  and  West  of  the  line  established  between 
the  United  Slate*  and  tfae  Siate  of  Teniinaee,  by 
an  act  of  Congress,  bearing  date  the  eighteenth 
of  April,  laOS,  commonly  called  the  Congression* 
at  Reserve;  and  that  tbe  committee  bare  leave 
to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  MoHROw  also  presented  a  petition  of  san- 
dry  inhabilanis  of  the  third  township  of  the 
eighth  range  in  Washington  county.  Slate  ot 
Ohio,  praying  that  the  number  twenty-six  of  the 
said  lowoahip  tuay  be  granted  them  lor  religiuua 
purpoaea.— Referred  to  the  Commliiee  on  tha 
rablic  LandL 

On  motioa  of  Mr.  SivSkbt, 

Ordtred,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  cagse 
to  be  reprinled,  for  tbe  uie  of  lb*  members,  tha 
usual  nnmber'of  copies  of  "A  list  of  the  namea 
of  persom  who  have  invested  any  new  or  usefa( 
art,  machiae,  manuifacture,  or  com  position  of  mat- 
ter, or  any  improvement  thereon,  and  to  whom 
patents  bave  iuued  for  the  same,  from  Ihe  offiee 
of  the -Secretary  of  Slate,  prior  to  the  twenty- 
itiird  day  of  January,  1805,  with  the  dates  and 
general  objects  of  such  paienls,"  which  list  was 
communicated  to  this  House  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  oa  the, twenty-third  day  of  January  afore- 

Mr.  jENNinas  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabilBots  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  praying  that 
a  road  may  be  opened  and  made  at  tbeeipenseof 
the  United  States,  ftom  Jefferson ville,  in  said 
Territory,  to  Detroit,  io  Michigan  Territory.^ 
Referred  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  jEHHiNoa,  Mr.  Saudgl  Smith,  and  Mc 
SooiwiH  were  appointed  the  said  sommiftce.   , 
BXTBH8ION  Of  PATENT  HIGHT8. 

Mr.  Mi T CHILI.,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  17th  inslaot,  tbe  petition  of 
Benjamin  Tyler,  jr.,  and  Jobit  Tyler,  made  a  re- 
port thereon;  waieh  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  tbe  whole  Uouae  on  the  bill  (or  th» 
•■coBfucment  of  Isaiuiiig  and  tbe  promotion  of 
tbe  uaeful  arts. 

Tha  report  is  as  follows: 

These  persons  state  that,  prior  to  tha  tOth  of  Fabra. 
arj,  ISM,  BaDjamin  Tylar  bad  made  a  lueful  invec- 
liPB  i*  Ou  ManB"  of  eonatractiBg'iailli  for  (rindiBf 


id  by  Google 


881 


HISTORT  OF  CONaBSSB. 


832 


[.  or  R. 


Uitaija^ed  Balmett. 


Jaroavt,  IBU. 


of  wheit  and  allMT  pain.  On  that  dij  ha  obtatned 
btten  patant,  aoconHng  to  law,  for  tha  aama.  Ha  at 
ttnratd  made  an  aalgnaenl  of  tb«  aama,  in  dnefgrm, 
to  tlie  pMitioDcn. 

Thaj  fiirtliar  rapraaapt  the  neeaaai^  tha;  fell  to  at- 
tanpt  tha  pnteetiaii  of  thair  ii|hl,  bj  biinginr  a  loit 
•gaiDft  one  of  the  aevaral  peraou  who  bad  *iolalail 
their  priTilafea.  The;  beliere  Ibe  difandaDt  to  h(*« 
been  aupported  bj  a  combination  of  interaatad  men. 
B;  the  operation  of  varioua  dilatory  mcWDrts,  (he  ac- 
tion, thoogh  broofht  on  in  iSM,  wa*  pmtrtcied  antil 
1810,  and  arentaallj  a  Tcrdial,  which  bad  bean  fiaan 
Ibr  tha  ptaintil^  waa  aat  a«da  b;  tha  oonit.  Tb*  ei- 
fanaea  and  coaU  inciimd  b^  tha  patltioDera,  in  the 
coaiaa  and  aveot  of  Ibaae  pnwniitiinn  war*  vaiy  ap- 


Bnt  tbl*  wa>  not  all.  Daitef'tbe  tiae  Ihia  law-«MI 
laalad,  tha  wality  of  tbair  alleged  aad  patanlod  iinen- 
riea  became  anapectad,  and-  miarepraaentationi  wen 
lodnatiiMulj  praaaeoleil  >f  aiiut  it,  to  a  graal  extaDl, 
•nd  the;  thereby  aollerad  fciaiotw  ineomeueDce  and 
fcgnry. 

Thara  waa  yot  anolhir  aggravation  of  their  oaie. 
The  patent  being  limited,  by  thoTery  Mrma  of  ita  grant, 
to  fourteen  jean,  approacbea  the  term  of  expiration  ; 
M  that  time,  the  whole  benaGI  of  the  inTcntion  wilt  be 
loit  to  tbi  iavBUtor,  and  hi*  aaaigOFea ;  and  thoj  re- 
qnrit  that,  under  the  eilreme  hardahip  of  tbeir  lilua- 
tioD,  ioTolved in  ooiitraTcr«7,deprivedortinK,eihauat- 
edof  monej,  percecnted  by  oppoaitloni  and  diaapfwiot- 
«d  in  their  ripeclationa,  aggravated  bj  the  dukrtnaaa 
of  th«ir  patent'*  dnntion,  the;  mtj  be  indulged  with 
■  Tanewal  of  their  privilege*  for  uialher  term  of  fbaN 
taen  year*,  b;  a  apecial  atatoto  in  ttaeii  tbvor, 

Bj  TBTiona  and  reapeetabla  lealinoaialaj  aeeoaspa- 
Djring  the  aiaaioilal,  it  appeaia  that  tha  imnroTaniant 
BikdoT  oonaideratioB,  known  b;  liw  name  of  "T;laT*a 

B.tont  wi}-<i]r  irtHial,"  haa  been  Gnind  to  be  varj  nae- 
I  in  the  nediantam  of  cots,  and  wheat,  and  paper 
Milla.  It  i*  eiaple  and  cliaqt  in  ila  eonatruetion ;  lai* 
liaUe  to  want  repair*;  and  more  aecure  from  the  ac- 
tion of  Iroat  i  while  it  combine*  atrength  with. celerity 
of  motion,  aunenade*  the  nocBiaitj  ofihe  large  walei- 
wheel  and  onlinarj  cog-whetdi,  and  performa  the  aame 
work  with  half  the  water  that  ia  required  for  an  under- 
ehot  wheel. 

Tbe  comcnitlee,  on  weighing  the**  aeveral  matlera, 
are  of  opinion  that  the  caae  of  tbe  petitioner*  comae 
within  tbe  iptrit  of  tbe  provtaion  eonlaioBd  in  the  Con- 
•litntLon  for  the  beneflt  of  inventor*  and  diBCovarerm. 
The  merit  of  tbe  application  i*  enhanced  bj  tha  tadi- 
oua  and  expeniive  law-auita  in  which  be  haa  the  mia- 
Ibrtnne  to  be  entangled.  It  ia,  at  the  aune  time,  very 
quealionable,  wbother  Congtea*  onght  to  indulge  the 
pnetiee,  already  begnv,  of  legWating  upon  individual 
caMs.  It  would  be  mora  eorreet  and  convenient  to 
provide  lor  the  lenFwal  of  leltera  patent  1^  «  general 
regulation.  There  will  be  no  end  to  applicition*  of 
OxU  kbd,  white  tbe  patent  law*  remain  in  their  pru- 
ffit  imperTact  atale ;  while,  by  «  diicreet  and  eariy  re- 
viaion  of  them,  thl*  and  all  otiiot  iimilar  eaaea,  may  be 
Ailty  comprehended.  By  Ihi*  meana  aonnd  legiilation 
will  moft  efTectoally  anbaerve  tbe  intereat  of  tha  dti- 
Mn.  A  mode  of  renewal  haa  already  been  rceoa- 
mended,  and  Ibnn*  a  dictlnct  ■eclion  of  the  "bill  for 
the  encouragement  of  lenming,  and  the  promotion  of 
the  lueful  art*,"  non  l^ing  in  UomoiUe*  of  tha  wbola 


AooJoA^  That  Ifaa  raqneamf  tha  ptitjaoia  m  n^ 
eonable.  and  oogbl  to  be  granted. 

JUtotied,  That  previaioN  oagU  to  b«  lamia,  by  lata, 
for  the  renewal  of  lettara  patent,  in  &*ot  of  invaalM* 
and  diacoverrra,  in  certain  caaee. 

Th«  bill  makinf  ■pDn>priatiana  Cor  the  aappoit 
or  the  Mililirr  BaltbliabiMat  for  the  revlSU  ; 
the  bill  making  appro printMu  for  ih*  Mpfton  ot 
the  Navy  of  tbe  United  States  for  the  year  1811; 
■  he  bill  maklog  appraprimiiaB*  for  the  aappNi  of 
OoTernineot  for  ihayaar  1611 ;  tha  bill  fariaaar^ 
poraiiag  tha  Prolcalant  fipiaoopal  Charek  vf 
AlexaaBria ;  were  •evMrailjr  laad  *  ikwi  liaM, 
and  patted. 

UNADnnSTED  BALANCES. 

Mr.  SwooPB  offered  the  follawinf  reaolniion; 

Saobtd,  That  the  Conptroller  of  tha  Tzmmmtj  U 
diiectaJ  to  infcrm  theHoaaa  whetfaar  aay.aDd,  if  any, 
what,  aUp^have  bees  taken  to  eOi^  a  ■eltlemenl  al 
the  Troaaurj  Departmeat  of  the  acconnu  of  Jad 
fiariow,  late  Agent  at  Algtera,  *nd  Cbaris  Pinckat^, 
late  Miniiter  to  Spain,  and  what  amonnt  of  unliquidat 
eJ  balancea  remain*  on  tbe  booka  or  tha  Tt'eaaaiy 
agaiaat  tha  aaid  Jed  Bariow. 

Mr.  Bacor  taid  he  bad  no  olgcctioo  M  tbe  K9- 
oluiioQ,  as  far  aa  it  went,  but  that  otber  itcma 
miglit  be,  with  propriety,  added  to  it.  Toillow 
time  to  prrpaie  such  an  amendment,  as  appnrtd 
to  bim  proper,  be  moved  that  it  lie  un  the  table. 

Mr.  SwoopE  &aid,  he  had  no  objection  to  in* 
quire  into  otber  causes  of  delioqueacy,  but  be 
bad  a  particular  liew  lo  these  (wo.  Id  ihe  case 
of  Mr.  Pinckney  he  did  not  kuow  that  the  ^laoH 
against  him  would  be  increaied  ;  but,  in  relation 
to  Mr.  Barlow,  he  had  been  informed  that  it 
would  appear  thai  the  balance  azainat  him  of 
$3SO,000  now  alanding,  would  be  increased  br  an 
addiibnal  amouai  of  {370,000.  He  waa  opposed 
to  Ibe  retolution  lyioz  on  the  table,  and  wished 
the  gentleman  to  offer  hia  amendnieat  at  ihis 
time. 

Mr.  Bacon  taid  it  wa^  raiher  hard  [o  be  called 
on  at  this  moment  to  act  upon  (he  resolution,  and 
to  extract,  from  ao  long  a  list  of  defaulters,  those 
case*  which  he  deemed  most  proper  to  be  inquired 
into.  Whatever  knowledge  ifae  gentleman  from 
Virginia  might  have  acquired  from  oai-of-duot 
informants,  Mr.  B.  aaid,  he  bad  none  such,  and 
could  Dol,  at  a  moment's  notice,  prepare  ibe 
amendmeai  which  he  wished  to  propose. 

Mr.  ^iNCT  said,  if  any  beDefiicuuldariie  from 
the  motion's  lying  on  the  (able,  he  would  agree 
to  ilj  but,  because  it  was  desirable  (o  extend  the 
inquiry,  was  no  reason  why  this  resolotioa  should 
not  be  adopted.  Il  was,  in  no  instance,  a  good 
reason  against  eutering  in(o  an  inquiry  in  rela- 
tion lo  one  individual  that  others  were  impli' 

Mr.  MiTCHTi.L  was  in  favor  of  the  lesolutioa't 
lying  on  the  table,  not  (hat  be  had  auy  avetmo 
(0  the  inquiry  into  the  eoaduci  of  those  gentle- 
men, ot  auy  o[her,  in  relation  to  ezpendiiure^  of 
[he  public  money.  He  wished  lime,  however,  (o 
judge  whether  it  was  proper  or  not.  This  sub- 
ject.had  beeo  long  before  the  public  eye  without 
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requirJBg  inquify,  tod  he   withed  to  ueertftin 
wh«ifaer  ii  was  now  neeemtror  doI. 
Mr.   Shbpfet  beliend  ibe  iaquiry  oaghi 


And,   if  it   wm   in  order,  he  thould  move 
amcndmcot  to  that  (iTeet. 

Mr.  Maook  uid  it  wii  bat  reuontble  to  TotB 
far  tho  motioa  of  the  genlleman  from  Mivacha- 
Mtta,  who  witbed  the  resolation  to  lieoQ  the  table 
that  bo  mishl  have  lime  to  prepare  an  amend- 
meal.  This  waa  ao  great  iadiilgeiice,  for  it  was 
what  took  place  trtty  day  to  the  Hoove.  Aafor 
himwl^  Mr.  M.  Mid,  he  thould  like  to  know  the 
atate  of  «ll  Iboae  balanea.  WbWcTer  anything 
wM  doe,  and  paf  mcQii  vithheld,  luiia  oaght  lo 
be  eomnienvea. 

Mr.  Baoor  wilbdicw  hit  looiioit  tolie  on  the 
ttUe,  with  a  new  to  admit  Mh  Saanrrr'a 
ameadiDent. 

Mr.  SBBFriT  then  moTed  toitrikeonttomQcb 
of  the  resoluiioD  ai  alliidei,  bj  Daroe,  lo  lAtisrt. 
Barlow  and  PiockDcjr,  and  Insert  the  foilowin^ : 
■■  The  MTcnU  p«t<oni  smplt^d  in  the  NTTiee  of  the 
United  BtaUi  abroad,  mlmited  with  public  moner, 
■gaioit  irhom  balance*  appear  on  Iha  booki  of  the 
Treauuy  Department." 

Mr.  Pitkin  was  is  faror  of  the  proposed 
anteadmeDt.  He  nid  geotlemeD  would  reeoileci 
the  accoanis  of  Tobias  Leer,  whteb  were  laid 
before  the  Home  aoin«  time  aso,  which  were  the 
most  eatraordinarr  acednnts  he  had  erer  »e?D, 
and  of  wbieh  he  did  nol  beliete  the  publia  had 
any  idea;  before  I  hey  were  published.  A  large 
■nm  was  now  chared,  in  ifae  Comptroller'*  re- 
port, to  the  debit  of  Mr.  Lear.  Mr.  P.  said,  he 
wished  to  know  whether  ibeae  accouBU,  to  a  large 
amoBDt,  bad  paned  ibe  Treasury;  because,  if 
they  bad,  the  sttbjeet  certainly  rtqaired  the  inter- 
poaiiioD  of  Ibe  Hodh.  li  was  irae,  that  Xbt  ac- 
aoiMts  of  acent*  abroad  coaM  not  be  setilsd  *o 
espedilioDsfy  as  ibose  at  borne,  bat  it  was  proper 
that  the  House  sbaald  know  how  and  wbeo  tbey 
wereaeitlcd.  The  amouoL  of  money  expended 
by  the  United  Slates  along  the  coati  of  Barbary 
had  beeo  immeoke;  and,  if  the  accounta  of  Mr. 
Barlow  were  not  yet  aettled,  it  was  extraordinary 
indeed.  But,  Mr.  P.  said,  be  wished  to  sea  a  full 
slaiemeol  ol  all  these  balance^  and  therefore  bad 
moved  ihe  Fesolniioo. 

Mr.  Eppeb  said,  that  he  too  wished  to  sea  all 
these  acaDunta,and  also  another  item,  viz:  the 
accoont  of  the  expenses  attending  the  first  treaty 
with  Aleiera.  If  ihe  infornutioD  be  bad  in  rela- 
tion to  It  waa  correct;  it  would  be  found  that 
there  bad  been,  uirier  that  treaty,  some  eipendi- 
tnreiof  a  more  extraordinary  kind  than  any  in 
modern  times.  H&  therefore,  mored  to  add  to 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  SBBrrsr  the  fbllawing 
words;  "And  also  the  eipeDsas  of  the  tieaiy 
with  AlKier*.*' 

Mr.  Udihcit  was  opposed  to  the  motions  fc 
amendmeot,  and  that  on  a  general  principle.  He 
had  no  objeelion  to  call  for  iha  ioformalion  ihey 
embraced  -,  bnt,  if  it  was  tha  wish  of  the  House 
to  prevent  apeeifie  iaqniry  into  tha  eoodvot  of  a 
LlthCoH.  3dSs»r— S7 


pariicnlar  individual,  ibey  coald  not  do  better 
than  to  load  ihe  ioqiiiry  with  a  crowd  of  other 
matters  not  at  all  relating  (o  it.  He  had  no  ob- 
jection lO'ToIe  for  this  information,  if  proposed 
separately;  but  he  was  averse  to  coanectitig  wlih 
this  particular  resojution  any  general  inquiry  eto- 
btacing  a  variety  of  objpcis. 

Mr.BPPM  lald  that  he  waa  misnodehtood,  if 
It  was  supposed  he  intended,  by  his  moiioo,  to 
screen  any  person  from  inquiry.. 

Mr.  QoiNCT  said,  be  bad  not  altribaied  such  aa 
intention  to  bim. 

Mr.  Erraa  continDcd.—If  any  intiniry  waa 
Dtade,  what  ought  it  lo  be7  Were  Joel  Barlow 
or  Charles  Pinckncy  the  only  oeraons  against 
whom  balances  were  repotted  f  No ;  there  waa 
a  volume  of  such  cases.  A  gentlemao  oamefor- 
ward,  and,  instead  of  taking  the  whole,  had  se> 
leoted  two  individuata  for  inquiry.  Mr.  E.  did 
not  consider  this  a  proper  course  o£  proceeding  ; 
for  cerlatnty  any  inquiry  on  the  subject  ought  to 
embrace  all  the  ease*.  There  was  aboiber  objee- 
tioD  tn  this  inquiry  ;  becanse  every  one  knew  t^l 
4bese  sums  were  not  due  by  the  perMut  to  whom 
they  were  debited.  U  was  not  six  months  since 
a  balance  much  larger  than  the  anieunt  in  thia 
case,  was  exhibited  against, Timothy  Pickering, 
which,  however,  had  since  been  at^ustsd.  No 
doubt  these  moneys  had  alt  been  acconoied  fovi 
but  no  final  teitletneat  bad  yet  taken  place.  Mr. 
S.  thought  the  amendmeot  of  bis  colleague  pei- 
feotly  riaht,  because  it  proposed  to  pass  in  review 
Ihe  whole  of  the  eases. 

Mr.  PioKKAN  moved  that  ibe  sabject  shonld 
lie  on  the  table,  because  if  appeared  to  him  lo  be 
leading  to  a  diwussion  which  would  occupy  the 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  resolution 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

BANKS  IN  TBB  DI8TNCT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Oc  motion  of  Mr.  Lewis,  the  House  resDRted 
the  consideraljon  of  ihe  report  of  the  Committee 
'  '  ~~^hole  on  bills  for  iocorporatiDg  several 
banks  witbio  ibe  Diiirict  of  Colkimbia. 

Mr.  RiNDOLFH  moved  to  recommit  (he  bills  to 
■  select  com  mil  tee,  on  the  ground  of  defect  in 
the  details. 

Messrs.  RaHnoLPR.  Shiue,  Bacor,  Chevs^ 
nd  Stahlet,  suroorted  the  recommitment,  aoa 
Messrs.  Lewis,  Lovs,  Ket,  Van  Horn,  Sbet- 
FEr.  QaoLsoM,  and  Wriobt,  oppoied  It. 

Mr.  Sbeppey  called  for  a  division  of  the  ques- 
..m  on  ihe  motion,  ao  as  to  lake  the  qnention 
separately  on  Ifae  recommitmetit  of  the  bill  for 
the  extension  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of 
Alexandria. 

On  the  question,  there  were  for  recommitment, 
43  i  against  it,  63.' 

The  qpestion  was  next  taken  separately  on  re- 
committing the  rest  of  ihe  bills,  and  carried,  hy 
majoriliea  of  five,  ten,  and  Bfleen. 

Before  the  question  waa  taken  on  the  Alcxtn- 
dria  Bank  bill,  it  being  rather  a  late  boor,  (past 
foar,)  tha  House  adjonraed. 
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Mr.  Gold,  from  the  ooimniitM  appointnl  on 
th<  >evente«Dih  insiBDt,  prpseoted  t  bill  nrorid- 
iDg  for  the  more  coateoieDt  taking  of  sffldiviit 
and  bail  in  eiril  caawi  depending  in  the  eoarra 
of  the  United  States;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  coTmnitted  to  aComtniitea  of  the  Whole  on 
Saturday  next. 

A  tnotion  wai  made  by  Mr.  Hateh  that  tb< 
Houae  do  now  adjoDiD  ;  and,  the  qae«iioii  being 
taken,  it  was  determined  in  the  negaiire — yeaa 
19,  navB  59. 

Mr.  FiBK  mored  that  the  Honae  do  coma  la  the 
following  reiolnii 

Retoleed,  That  the  SecreUtj  of  Bt«M  eaiua  to  ba 
printed,  for  the  nie  of  thii  Home,  one  thonaand  copie* 
of  the  ratmna  of  the  third  cenana,  >a  a6on  aa  the  nm* 
rilaU  be  reeeiTad  at  tha  Dapaitment  of  Stale. 

TherraolDtfonwaa  read,  and  ordered  to  be  post- 
poned until  Wednesdar,the  6ib  of  neit  Febtuarjp. 

Mr.  Eppeb,  from  the  Cammiiiee  of  Foreign 
Relations,  reported  the  following  wcilon  aa  a 
proper  amenatiient  toihe  bill  "eopplemental  to 
the  act  concerning  the  cofflmereial  intereonrae 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Briiaii 
and  Prance,  and  for  other  pnrpoaei."  Btrike-ou 
the  ninth  leolioD  and  insert: 

"  And  be  it  Juribtr  maefal,  T^at  no  *e«Mi]  oa^eil 
.  wholly  b;  ■  citizen  or  citizen*  of  tha  United  Slatea, 
wMcb  shall  have  departed  from  ■  Brittah  port,  prior 
to  the  aecond  day  of  Febroarj  neit,  and  no  mer- 
chandne  owned  wholly  by  a  citiien  or  dtiicna  of  the 
United  Stales  upportcd  in  anch  Teaasl,  shall  b«  liabli 
la  aetsare  or  fbrfeitare  on  accoant  of  any  inftactian  oi 
prasumBd  infractkni  of  the  provision*  of  this  act  or  o: 
the  act  to  which  this  act  i«  a  snppleaiaot." 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  WmoHT.— Believing,  as  I  do,  that  the  Con- 
Btitution  of  the  United  Stales  is  not  perfect,  and  as 
provision  is  made  in  the  body  of  the  insimmenl  for 
unending  its  imperfections,  io  the  manoer  therein 
prescribed,  I  feel  it  an  imperious  duty  to  propose  an 
amendment  toil.  Here  let  me  remark,  that  iUadop. 
tioD  was  opposed  by  the  patriots  of  America,  at 
the  time  of  its  ratification,  because  of  omissioni 
imporlani  to  liberty.  It  had  not  guarded  against 
anestablithmentofreligiouiithaanot  secured  the 
right  of  the  people  to  keep  and  bear  arms;  it  had 
not  guarded  a^iDsIsQlaiers  being  quartered  in 
out  bouses  in  lime  of  peace,  without  ai;r  consent, 
it  bad  not  eoarded  agaiosl  warraota  being  issued 
viihout  oath ;  it  bad  not  guarded  against  a  man's 
being  pot  to  answer  without  preriou:  iDdiciment 
it  had  not  s  ■■..■■. 


It  secured  the  c 


1  the  trial  by 
Jury;  ithad  noisecured  the  trial  by  jury  in  cases 
of  common  law,  and  these  omissions  as  due  suards 
to  the  liberty  of  the  ciiizeoi  stand  recoMed  in 
theae  amendments  almoit  eoeral  with  tha  iniiru- 
ment.  The  terms  Federal  and  anti-Federal  bad 
Ihair  onqrin  id  the  zeal  of  the  reiptatiTC  parties 
El  that  time;  the  one  insisting  on  ita  adopiioo 
with  all  these  imperfections,  on  itt  head,  while  the 
ather  ioaitled  on  these  amendments;  and  it  has 
always  appeared  to  me,  that  on  the  adofRion  of 
the  amendments  that  thoie  whoiwen  caUeduui- 


Federah  were  really  tha  Federals,  ibc  Coostita- 
tion  being  perfected  by  the  adopUoD  of  iheac 
amendments.  The  foregoiofc  amendments  ua 
its  trriginat  impeifcctioa,  andlimat  will  lead  thit 
Uoose  toa  temperaie  examination  of  liMBBearf* 
ment  I  now  propose  to  aubmit. 

The  amendment,  sir,  is  to  plae«  the  jadiciaty 
of  the  United  States  on  tbe  same  foandaiion  that 
the  British  Judiciary  are  placed  by  their  laws ;  hf 
enabling  ibe  President,  on  the  joint  addrenof  tht 
Senate  and  House  of  Rcpreseiuatirea  of  the  Uu- 
ted  Stale*,  to  remora  a  judge. 

In  Enithod  the  judge*  held  their  conBumoM 
daring  the  pleaaurcef  the  Crown,  till  UietiiMaf 
Cbarles  the  First,  when  the  Ptuli«na«i>l  iiapaHd 
upon  the  King  the  naceaaity  of  gnwtiiig  them 
during  good  behiriour ;  till  then  Ibe  Ciowii,UI)m 
fonntain  of  justice,  held  theiiMmUrsKeddiwciisi 
of  Ibe  eommissiona  of  the  ytigtt.  At  the  seas 
time,  sir,  the  High  Commission  Conrt  and  Siw 
Chamber  were  anoliabed.  In  tfaa  thitteeoth  year 
of  William  the  Third,  the  judges,  by  staintt, 
were  to  bold  their  commisuoas  during.good  ha- 
haviour,  and  by  the  same  statute  tbry  nay  be  re- 
moved by  the  joint  address  of  botb  Boaset  of 
Parliament ;  and  hete  let  me  remark^  that  aader 
that  tenure  and  responsibility,  the  British  judici- 
ary bare  ailsinfil  a  celebrity  in  history  for  their 
judicial  integrity  and  corrcfitoess  highly  honoiaUe 
to  them,  and  which  ttiis  ameadment,  1  fondly 
hope,  in  lime,  may  correctly  attach  to  the  jndi- 
aiary  of  the  United  States.  There  area  variety 
of  cases  where  the  exercise  of  this  power  nay  be 
necessary  for  the  safety  of  tbe  pr<^>le,  wbieh  ought 
|a  be  the  supreme  law.  This  power,  I  troii,  will 
DCTct  beaboaed' by  the  American  Congress,  I 
do  not  recollect  a  ease  under  the  British  Goveia- 
ment,  where  for  fifty,  years  it  has  been  ezcreised, 
and  I  Irtnt  we  shall  not  aseribe  to  oniaelrcs  an  io- 
dirposiiioD  to  the  correct  dtsehargeof  thoaefaae- 
tion,  which  havebsen  correctly  exercised  or  lathar 
not  exercised  at  all  for  flfty  yeara  by  the  Britiah 
OoverDmeni.  If  in  England,  wb«c  the  Ciowni*  ' 
hereditary,  tbe  Lords  hereditary  and  for  life,  and 
the  Commena  for  seven  yeara,  this  tanure  and  re- 
snonHibility  has  been  foood  necessary,  1  irust  ia 
Ibis  Government,  where  the  PnaideiH  is  for  foar  i 
years,  the  Senate  for  six,  and  the  Ho«ae  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  iwo  yesrs,  ibis  jtidieial  taanre  aiid  { 
responsibility  will  be  thought  eipedJeot,and  that 
ibiiaroBodment  will  he  adopted  by  Congress,  par-  | 
licularly  as  it  ia  bat  a  preliminary  decision — as 
it  must  be  snbmiited  to  tbe  Slates,  and  cannot  go 
iniO'Operation  but  by  the  coQseDt  ofthreeTfuatths 
of  the  United  States.  I  have  iberefbre  thought 
fit  to  submit  this  resolniion,  and  hope  the  leaeon) 
assigned  will  induce  yon  to  believe  that  I  think  it 
of  such  importance  to  the  nation  a*  to  emiile  it 
to  your  auention. 

Mr.  W.  then  submitted  the  followiDg  resolB-      I 

Sttehti  bv  the  Smote  and  Hauit  of  ttepmeata-      I 
tiaei  of  Ikf   Unittd  atalet  tf  .^nwnea,  m  Cmmrnt      I 
auaiiMtd,twi>4kird*cfbi>th  H«utea  tontm  i  uig.  That 
Ihe  fbllowing  sectiaa  lis  snbnitted  to  tbe  Lapslatarca 
of  the  savsRl  States  whii^  whta  ratified  I9  tha  La- 
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gulatnm  of  ittee-foniHa  of  tho  Buto,  ■htll  be'valhi 
•ad  bimliog  •■  >  pmof  the  CuMtitutiaiiof  tbe  United 
Stated: 

Rtanhed,  Thai  tin  jnd^s,  both  of  the  SapremB  uid 
lDfariarOouTtB,nii7beranioT«d  froni  office  on  tbe  joint 
•ddreM  «f  the  Swi'ue  uid  Houm  of  BaptMantatirM  of 
the  United  St«tM. 

Tbe  Honae  refused  to  coaiider  tbe  motioa— 
46  to  36. 

BARK  OF  ALSXANDBIA. 

The  House  look  up  tbe  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  [he  Whole  on  ihe  bili  fot  teincotporaiiiie 
the  Bank  of  Alexandria. 

Mr.  Fiex  mored  Co  amend  the  bill  to  as  tc 
limit  its  duraiioa  to  lea  yeara,  instead  of  twenty, 
SB  proposed. — Agreed  to. 

Mr.  MoHTaOHERT  mow!  to  amend  it  by  it- 
metXiBg  a  clause,  proridiog  that  the  diecouota 
thereby  made  should  ''nerer  exceed  twice  the 
amount  of  its  et)iiia]  stock  paid  in."— Agreed  tu. 

Mr.  Root  uid  it  had  been  perhaps  eorreclly 
observed,  that  the  trenues  to  the  Capitol 
beKl  with  pctiiieneis  from  this  District, 
bills  and  briefs  ready  diawo  in  their  bands.  Who 
■were  these  peiitionersT  The  wealthy  or  the 
populace,  (he  hod?  of  tbe  people  of  the  District? 
Not  the  latter  \  they  did  not  attend  levees  and 
dtawiikg- rooms,  or giredlDDefsand  partiea.  They 
were  not  represented  on  the  floor.  He  now  rose 
ftstbeir  advocate.  He  waa  for  doin^  the  same 
justice  to  them  as  to  the  patricians.  Afler  re- 
peating tbe  idea  before  expressed  by  him,  that 
all  contracts  should  be  reciprocal,  Mr  R.  pro- 
posed the  following  ameiidmeni  to  the  bill: 

"jifuf  orswdut,  That  tike  Prtsidant  and  Sim^toiaof 
the  Bank  of  Alexandria,  on  the  fint  Mondaf  ia  Janu- 
ary in  eie^  year,  during  the  continnsitcs  of  this  act, 
jMj  to  th«  Mayor  and  Commonalty  of  Alaiandriai,  one 

Cccnt.  on  the  amoUDt  of  the  capital  stock  of  said 
kjtobe  applied  to  the  rapport  offree  schools  for 
the  inatraction  of  children  of  every  description  in  the 
eoanty  of  Alexandria." 

This  amendment,  proposing  at  once  to  lay  a 
tax  and  make'an  appropriation,  wai,  on  the  sug- 
gestion of  Mr.  RANitoLPB,  declared  by  tbe  Speaker 
to  be  oat  of  order,  as  every  such  motion  must  be 
first  made  to  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Root  then  moved  to  recommit  the  bill, 
with  tbe  express  view  of  tnaking  the  amendment 
which  he   was  .not  at  liberty  to  oSet  in  the 

Mr,  Shilib  said,  that  when  a  privilege  was 
granted,  there  ought  to  be  an  equivalent  in  re- 
lurn.  Why  should  it  be  thought  strange  that  in 
this  tastaoce  they  should  ask  aomethmg  in  re- 
tain foi  what  they  were  about  to  give  1  Was  It 
umsaall  The  Bank  of  tbe  United  States  had 
proposed  to  give  a  bonus  for  a  renewal  of  ita 
ohatter.  Mr.  S.  said  he  thought  banks  mis- 
chievous; but  if  we  must  be  saddled  with  ihemi 
we  oogbt  to  make  tbe  best  of  ihem. 

Mr.  Rbga  said,  that  so  long  as  he  had  a  seat 
en  the  floor,  he  sbould  never  vote  to  make  Con- 
I  broker's  sbop  for  sellitig  hank  charters. 


K 


might  be  made  so  ^^ood  by  these  amendmeniB 
(hat  he  should  be  obliged  to  vote  against  it: 

Mr.  Root  said,  ho  felt  qahe  indifferent  as  to 
the  particular  application  of  the  money  to  be 
derived  from  ihebantc  under  bis  amendment, so  that 
it  waa  applied  for  tbe  benefit  of  the  great  mass 
of  the  comrnunit*.  He  had  understood  that  this 
bank  bad  divided  about  nine  per  cent,  per  an- 
num ;  and  renewing  the  charter  would,  therefore, 
be  a  boon  to  (he  stockholders  of  from  thirty  to 
forty  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  capital.  The 
wealthy  of  the  District  were  about  to  have  a  sun 
of  moaey  bestowed  on  themj  and  surely  ih«y 
might  relioquish  a  third  uf  the  gift  or  one  pw 
cent,  fot  the  general  benefit.  Mr.  R.  eaid,  as  be 
was  not  pertinacious  as  lo  the  araoani  of  tax,  he 
would  modify  his  motion  go  a*  to  leave  tbe 
BiAouni  blank. 

Mr.  Vam  HoBN.re«da  Uatemant  of  the  divi- 
dends byihis  bank,  showing  its  avenge  dividetid 
to  have  bean  about  seven  and  a  lialf  per  cent. 

B!r  annam,  netas  much  as  ny  of  tbe  banks  in 
altimore  ;  and  yet  the  State  of  Maryland  had 
never  aaked  a  premium  for  chartering  a  bank. 
And  were  the  people  of  this  District,  to  whom 
the  gentleman  was  desirous  of  being  so  kind, 
and  keeping  iheia  from  their  own  worst  enemies, 
themselves,  to  be  stadbusly  treated  worse  than 
those  of  the  neighboring  Suiea?  The  bill  was 
already  now  more  restricted  than  any  charter  he 
'  Ld  ever  seen  or  heard  of. 

Mr.  MoKiM  said  he  never  would  consent  lo 
grant  a  charter  which  was  not  bottomed  on  ibe 
public  good.  If  they  granted  a  charter  for  tbe 
public  good  with  one  band,  why  should  they 
press  rt  down  with  a  lax  oa  tbe  other  7  The 
House  certainly  acted  from  ita  own  free  will: 
tbe  body  now  petitioning  could  not  compel 
Congress  lo  grant  a  chann.  And  if  it  waa 
granted  from  free  wiil,  why  accompany  it  with 

r.  Btanlbt  could  see  no  more  propriety  in 
taxing  this  than  other  corporations  in  the  Distriat, 
which  had  been  granted  by  Congress  withont 
Tcjuiring  any  consideration  tfaerefor.     Mr.  S. 
ilso  replied  lo  Mr.  Roor'a  remarks  on  tbe  sub- 
ject of  the  operaiion  of  banks;  which,  Mr.  8.  said, 
beneficial  to  men  of  small  capital  than 
if  weighty  capitals,  whose   immense 
■uid  enable  them,  if  no  banka  existed, 
to  control  the  whole  commerce  of  the  District. 

The  qaesiion  on  agreeing  id  Mr.  Root's  mo- 
tion for  amendment  was  decided  in  the  negative — 
yeas  2%,  nays  60,  as  follows : 

Tiis — Divid  Bsrd,  Adam  Boyd,  Joseph  Calhoun, 
Matthew  Clay,  Willialn  Crawford,  Joseph  Desha,  Bar- 
zillsi  Gannett,  Daniel  Heislor,  Junea  Holland,  Jacob 
Hufty,  Wiliiant  McKinley,  Gnrdon  S.  Mnmlbrd,  Tho- 
(D>s  Newbold,  John  Nicholson,  John  Bosne,  Erastne 
Root,  Gbenezer  Bearer,  John  Smilie,  Siehard  StinloTd, 
Charles  Tumer.juniOT,  ftobert  WaaUay,  and  Hohart 
Whilishill. 
NiTs-4oasph  Allen,  Lemnel  J-  Akton,  Willis  Al- 
on,  jr.,  WUIiam  Anderson,  Wilbam  T.  Barry,  finr- 
weU  Bassett,  William  W.  B  ibb,  Abijab  Bigelow,  Junes 
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ikM  7'uk,  Muhick  Fnmktiii,  Buent  GardMiier,  Gid- 
•OB  Gardoci.  Dkiid  S.  OaiUnil,  Thomu  GhoUon, 
CharlM  Golclibonii^,  Pctenon  Ooodwjp,  Thomu  H. 
Grid,  BdniD  Onj,  Witliim  Hale,  Nubanlel  A.  Haven, 
Jgnathu  H.  Habbard,  Ebenem  HuntingloD,  Richard 
Jaduon,  jr.,  RobcTt  Jenkini,  Tbomai  Kenaa,  William 


8tmB«l  Ii.  MUeUH,  John  Koot^iiau^,  Tho^  M«ora, 
Jtnnuah  Morntw,  Jwatban  O.  Moariajr,  TboMM  N«w- 
'iMii  JoMph  PeMwn,  BeDJaain  Piekoian,  jt.,  Tloatfaj 
PilkimJr^  Bliaha  S.  Poltar,  Jonak  QaniCT,  John  Rn- 


i,Jaha 


■waM.Sawul  R1b| 


Km  of  Pannnlvuiia,  Joha 


D)ul  RlBaoM, 
A.  Benddw,  D 


d^^l 


imcT,  John  R 
M  Shea  of  T 


Ibmaaar  Saf^  LmhobI  Saw- 
Mr,  John  A.  Benddw,  Uaaiol  Sbcfl^,  Dmbu  Saalt, 
Ommb  Smith.  John  8mitb,  BmbmI  sititdi,  ttim  SUn- 
bj,  Jiw.  8U[dia<M0B,  L«ww  B.  SlargM,  Jaoob  Swoops, 
4  Tastart,  Uri  Tncj,  Omiv*  M-  Troap,  Nich- 


_    .EaakMlWUunaa.JaaioiWUaMi,  Richard 

Winn,  Robert  Witbenpoan,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Mr.  Chevbb  «zprcssed  a  doubt,  ■■  CohgrcM 
mre  ia  tbia  caae  legUUUDg  ia  the  capteitjr  ofa 
Xiegitlature  of  the  Territory,  and  not  as  the  Con- 
great  of  ihe  United  Sutep.  whether  tbejr  could 
Cu  a  law  in  relaiion  loibe  Territory  wbicb  sbogid 
ve  operalioQ  ia  the  Stalei.  He  Iberefore  moved 
to  aoiead  the  Mciion  far  pnoishing  couaterreitera 
«o  aa  10  make  ihem  ameoable  to  ''  any  conrt  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,"  innead  of  "aoy  court 
of  tbe  United  Siaiea,"  ikaving  criminal  juriadic- 

Meurs.  Sawyir,  Loti,  and  En,  oppoaed  the 
notion,  and  Mr.  Randolpb  anpported  it. 

Before  a  queatioo  was  lakeu  on  the  motion,  the 
Hftaie  edjouraed. 

Wbdhgsdat,  January  30, 

Mr.McEiHpreteDiedaprtitigoof  JamtaSmlih, 
phyiieian,  of  the  oiiy  of  Baitiraore,  prayiDj:  the 
patronage  aod  aid  of  Cangreu  in  a  (uaa  to  intro- 
duce into  general  uie.  in  Ihe  Distrioi  of  Colum- 
bia, tbe  geouiueYacciae  matter.— Referred  to  a 
aelect  committee. 

Ur.  McKiM,  Hr.  Love,  and  Mr.  KHicxn- 
■AcKEk,  were  appoioied  (be  committee. 

Mr.  JsMNiKua,  from  tbe  commiilee  to -whom 
was  referred,  on  the  24th  inittnt,  a  memorial  of 
the  Legislature  of  Indiaoi  Territory,  made  a  r»- 
port  tbereon;  wbich  wai  read,  atid  referred  to 
tbe  Committee  of  tbe  whole  House  on  the  bill 
■uiborizing  ibe  election  of  Sheriffs  ia  tbe  Indiana 
Territory. 

Mr.MoBBow.from  tbe  Committee  on  tbe  Pub- 
lie  Land^  made  a  report  on  tbe  petiiioQ  of  the 
United  Illinois  and  Wabasb  Land  Companies.— 
Referred  to  a  Commiiiea  of  tbe  Whole  on  Fri- 
day, iba  Sih  February  next. 
-  Mr.  Basbctt,  frpm  the  Committee  oa  Ibe 
Karal  Baubliahment,  pmcnted  a  bill  mkiog  «i) 


•ddiiional  appropriation  for  Ihe  Na*)F;  wbicb  was 
(^ad  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Saturday  next. 

Mr.  OoLD,  from  the  committee  appoimed.  on 
tbe  23d  tosiant,  on  tbe  petition  of  Dattiel  Petif- 
hope,  preeenied  a  bill  to  prorrde  for  wvnDiag  sad 
TcniiUiingthe  Hatlof  KepreseniatiTei  l^a  rare- 
fyiog  air  sloTe;  whieb  was  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Wcduc*- 
day  next. 

Mr.  Seiveb,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  ISih  instant,  presented  a  bill  atunoriziog  tbe 
sale  atid  grant  of  a  certain  qnsniiiT  of  paUieliDd 


ilied  to  a  Committee  of  (he  Whole  on 
Tuesday  next. 

On  motion  ofMr.  PiTKtH, 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  ibe  Whok 
House  be  discharfted  from  the  consideration  tS 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act  for  tbt 
rrlief  of  William  Mills,"  and  that  it  be  referred 
to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  PiTKtN,  Mr.  Babsbtt,  Mr.  Wbitiiaii,  Ur. 
HEI.MB,  and   Mr.  CatTTE?mEN,  were  appointed 

A  Message  was  reeelred  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  tranimilting  to  Cangresi  cop- 
ies of  a  letter  (Votn  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
accompanied  by  copies  of  the  "laws,  treBties,and 
other  doenmeuts,  relative  to  the  public  lands,"  as 
collected  and  arranged  parsuant  to  the  act  passed 
April  27,  1810.— Referred' to  a  select  committee. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Bouse 

that  tbe  Senate  bafe  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An 

aet  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Campbell;"  lo  wbich 

they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  Honse. 

TBB  BANK  OT  ALEXANDRIA. 

The  House  resumed  tbe  con:<iderBiion  of  ih* 


tion  of  tbe  bill  respecting  puoisbinn  connler- 
feiiers  of  the  bills  of  tbe  bank ;  which  of  coursa 
superseded  tbe  motion,  pending  when  the  House 
adjourned  last  efeniog,  to  amend  the  section. 
Motion  igreed  to  without  opposition. 

Mr.  8ait|.iE  stated  that  four  bills  on  tbe  subject 
of  banks  in  the  District  bad  already  been  coo- 
milted  to  a  select  committee.  That  committee 
bad  met  on  the  subject,  and,  judging  from  ap- 
pearances, he  ihoDgbl  ibere  was  a  disposition  (o 
pass  at  least  some  of  tbe  bills.  If  anj  were 
passed,  he  thought  their  provisions  oogbt  to  be 
uniform  ;  and  to  accomplish  that  object,  moved 
to  refer  the  bill  to  tbe  same  commiiiec  to  whom 
the  Diher  bills  were  referred. 

Mr.  Randolpb  supported  and  Mr.  Love  op- 
posed tbe  motion;  wbicb  was  negatired  by  a 
small  majority. 

Tbe  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading  lo-morrow. 

AMENDMENT  TO  TBB  CONSTITDTIOV. 

Tbe  House  resolved  iuelf  into  a  Cemoiittee  of 
tbe  Whole  oa  the  stale  of  the  Uaion,  lo  wbicb 
eommUM  w«*  nfened  tbe  repwt  of  tbe  adeei 
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commillee  ODlbesabjectof  Mr.  Macon's  i mead- 
Mr.  HiTBBARi>,  after  ttating  toiDe'ubjecttooi  to 
the  reealtiiiun,  because  not  lufficieDily  compre- 
bensive,  ai  ineludtng  ciril  sppoiDimeais  onlyi 
■od  as  not  iDcluding  those  who  might  hare  heea 
Ipgislaiorsat  the  lime  of  the  election  or  the  Presi- 
deat,  wbe  irece  sa  linble  lo  improper  influence  as 
those  elected  durlog  the  Presideoiial  term,  moved 
to  amend  the  report  of  (be  committee  so  as  to 
read  as  follows: 

"  No  Senatai'  or  Repref  entatire  nho  shalt  h>ia  lieen 
■ttcb  at  the  tim«  of  Iha  eleclJaa  of  an;  Prmident,  or 
during  tbe  term  far  nhieh  he  ■hstl  ba-ve  been  elftcted, 
■hall  be  appointed  to  in;  office,  pl&ce,  or  appointaifnt, 
until  the  eipiration  of  die  Pmidential  term  in  nhich 
nictt  permn'  ihall  have  besa  the  Seaator  or  Repre- 
■anta^TB  albreMid.*' 

Mr.  Maook  objeoted  to  the  ■meodrnpal,  be- 
cause too  broad,  etid  going  lo  defeat  (be  object  of 
his  idoiiod,  br  giving  too  greara  latitude  lo  its 
proTisioDS.  He  remarked  ihti  the  iofluence  on 
the  caueia  Domiitaiion  for  President,  &c.,  ought 
to  have  DO  weight;  because  the  caacus  was  a 
body  uaknowD  to  the  CoDstituiion,  and  on  the 
exisleDCe  of  whieh  the  Hoase  caold  not  iegislaie* 
Be  waa  desirous  to  giTe  those  eonyng  inio  office 
the  choice  of  the  whole  natioir  for  the  Secreta- 
ries aad  officers  of  Ooferamrai;  and  was  for  that 
reason,  amoag  others,  opposed  to  the  amendment, 
which  would  go  to  restiiet  the  choice  of  the 
President,  so  as  to  pre  rent  bim  front  selecting 
those  he  might  prefer,  because  Ihejr  were  mem* 
hers  of  CoDgrese. 

Mr.  WaiOHT  then  moTed  that  the  Committee 
Aoald  rise,  with  a  *iew  to  ba.vinit  the  amend- 
ment prialed- — Motion  lost,  aves  1^ 

Mr.  Sawtbk  said;  that  be  ihoatrht  this  subject 
bad  been  long  enough  before  the  House  for  erer; 
member  to  bare  made  up  his  mind  upon  it ;  and 
altbopgh  he  did  not  like  that  this  speculative 
qavstion  should  snpersede  the  ordioarf  businesi 
m  the  House  at  this  late  period  of  the  secsron, 
yet,  B*  it  wis  before  .lb«  House,  he  ahould  take 
this  DceasioQ  to  assign  the  few  insormoantabla 
objeoliona  which  bebad  tothe  adoption  of  il — 
premising  by  the  way^  that  in  order  to  have  made 
the  sf stem  complete,  it  would  have  been  well  for 
the  gentleman  to  have  extended  it  to  ourselves, 
by  limiting  the  periods  of  our  oWn  service  in  this 
Mouse.  If  we  commence  the  career  of  political 
purgation,  it  ought  to  be  carried  to  itj  full  length 
and  not  slopped  half-way.  Though  weare  elected 
by  the  p«op(e,'yeiourpostBareof  as  nluch,impcn- 
aace  as  Rppoiaifflents  by  the  President,  at  least  if 
one  may  judge  from  our  fondness  for  clingitlg  on 
to  them:  And,  I  tbiok,  the  same  danger  esiats  of 
the  exercise  of  andne  influence  by  members  of 
long  stiodlDg  in  the  appointment  of  others  as  of 
themselves.  Men  that  would  act  from  corrupt  mo- 
tives might  easily  conceal  their  conduct  by  reiaiu- 
>Dg  theirseats  here,  while  they  enjoyed  an  aanual 
atipend'or  participated  in  the  profit*  of  ofllee  bf 
a  kind  of  donsant  partnership.  He  believsd  this 
evil  Existed  pretty  eitemively  in  some  of  the 
Kiogdoma  of  Europe,  IfameiuberladeleimiDad 


to  be  a  knave  yoa  cannot  prevent  him  ;  and  he 
wonld  not  deprive  the  Govertimeaiaf  the  services 
of  aresMclable  class  of  men,  upon  a  vain  experi" 
meat  of  making  them  honest.    It  wiit  only  be 


integrity  of  the  House.    But,  I  consider  the  pro 

Ks^  amendment,  (said  Mr.  S..)  though  far  iron 
ing  intended  as  such,  as  one  of  the  greatest  iD-> 


suits  iliai  cuuld  be  off'ered  to  the  House.  What  ia 
the  language  which  it  holds  out  7  Why,  that  ws 
srfe  alt  such  office  hunters,  and  have  obtained  such, 
an  undue  share  of  Executive  favors,  it  in  necea- 
snry  to  stop  the  evil.  We  arc  no  longer  fit  to  be 
trualed,  but  must  be  bound  down,  the  decrraded 
victims  of  our  dvn  unbridled  ambition  !  Is  thia 
House  prepared  to  pasi  such  a  disgraceful  sen- 
icnee  upon  itself  7  To  |)ut  a  mark  of  humiliation 
upon  Itself,  in  disfranchise  itself  of  vhecommoa 

Eriviteges  of  a  citizen  1  And  all  this,  forsooth, 
ecause  a  few  may  hava  been  selected  from 
amongst  ui  to  pre^iilb  over  Territories — ataiiona 
unworthy  to  be  compared  to  seals  ia  this  Houie  1 
As  for  the  charge  of  office  hunting,  (Mr.  S. 
said,)  I  shall  not  deign  (o  notice  il  as  applied  lo 
myself,  t  shall  always  act  opoii  principles  of 
Epff-justiflcatioo,  and  while  I  am  at  peace  witb 
mv  conscience,  I  shall  care  very  little  what 
others  may  think  of  my  motives.  But  how  other 
gentlemen  can  talk  abuut  office  hunting  after  re- 
taining (lieir  seats  for  twenty  years,  I  cannot  ean- 
cdve.  [Here  Mr.  RAKDOLfH  called  the  gentle- 
man to  order,  npon  the  ground  ot  his  alluding  to 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  Mr.  Macok.J 
Mr.  8.  said,  he  ahould  be  very  sorrv  to  say  any- 
thing  of  that  gentleman 'that  should  McooBidared 
out  of  order.  He  merely  stated  twenty  years  as 
an  example,  but  if  he  placed  it  upon  ten  years  iba 
same  conclusion  would  follow.  [The  Cfaairmaft 
allowed  faim  to  proceed.]  Perhaps,  said  Mr.  8,, 
an. attempt  may  he  made  to  draw  a  distinction 
between  offices  bestowed  Imitiediately  by  tbc 
people,  and  mediately  by  their  servants.  Be  il  , 
so.  '  Whoever  does  shall  be  welcome  to  all  th« 
credit  his  ingenuity  can  procure  bi'm.  And  if  he 
caa  show  they  possess  not  similar  properliea  of 
honor. and  profit,  and  that  tha  same  means  and 
passions  are  not  employed'  to  procure  and  maiB- 
taia  them,'  I  will  admit  the  superiority  of  ttis 
talents.  Bat  untMs  he  ean,  I  trust  he  will  act  up 
to  hta  profession*  and  bring  his  principles  hornet 
or  cease  to  talk  about  independence  of  poliiieal 
conduct  and  purity  of  Republican  principlet. 
Not  that  I  feel  to  much  false  tenderness  for  tha 
ConsiitutioD  as  t9  be  afraid  to  touch  it,  if  ocoa- 
sioD  required^bnt  byadverting  toihai  insCrumeM 
it  will  appear  thai  this  very  question  was  con- 
sidered, and  the  proper  remedy  applied.  The 
Moood  article  of  the  sixth  sectiob  says,  "noSe^ 
'  ator  or  Representative  shall,  during  the  lime 
'  for  which  be  was  eieeted,  be  appoioied  to  any 
'  civil  office  under  the  authority  of  the  Unitea 
■  Slates,  which  shall  have  been  created  or  the 
'  emolumenlaof  which  shall  hava  been  increased 
'  duriog  Baeh  lime  f  and  no  paAoa  boldinf  aa  of- 
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'fieennder  ihetJaiied  Siitetthallbeft  member  of 
'eittiN  House  during  b»  conlJDaRnce  id  office;" 
Here  the  CoDTentioD  ihioks  it  sufficient  to  pre- 
Teot  aoy  aodue  influence  of  Congress  in  ibe  crea- 
(ioQ  of  new  offices  hj  exclading  ihem  froiu  such, 
M  well  as  to  probibit  ifae  union  in  one  person  of 
Bzeculire  and  Le^ialative  powers,  witboui  at 
tbe  same  time  nbndgins  them  of  those  general 
powers  and  priviieges  which  had  been  ei  tended 
alike  to  al).  I  am  aware  ibai  the  proposed 
HDendment  is  intended  to  extend  ibi*  provision, 
bf  iuereising  the  number  of  disabilities,  and  I 
quote  it  merely'  to  tbow,  itiat  ibe  rubjeei  had 
already  been  before  tbe  proper  tribunal,  and 
that  they  bad  ejtpreised  a  disapprobation  of  far- 
iher  TeatricliDns,  as  far  a*  negaliTe  provisions 
could  imply.  If  they  thongbt  tberewaa  still  too 
great  a  latitude  Ufi,  they  mayatso  have  Ibought 
that  there  would  have  been  loo  ranch  parsimony, 
dealt  to  the  organ  of  appointments  bjr  excluding 
from  iu  choice  a  bodjr  of  meo,  fay  their  very  se- 
lection and  the  opportuniiv  affonje]  of  an  ac- 
quaintance with  their  qualifications,  the  moat 
proper  for  the  exeroiae  of  fu  judgment.  So  far 
u  regards  ourstlres,  said  Mr.  S.  Jadmit  we  may 
•abject  our«elves  to  what  candiiioDs  we  please; 
V>t  there  is  another  parly  coneeroed  in  Ihixdecia- 
ioD.  We  are  curtailing  tbe  exercise  of  Exeea- 
tive  diwretion,  by  denying  to  It  the  rigbt  to  re- 

inire  the  ttaiisiance  of  t  useful  claas  of  people. 
!he  people  hiive  rsMTved  to  their  Eieeuiire,  for 
their  own  benefit,  the  gre«te*t  postibla  range  in 
the  oboice  of  their  aervaoia ;  and,  if  the  question 
wercnow  before  meat  one  ef  the  people,!  would 
lot  coofent  to  deprive  the  Qoveromeniof  the 
power  of  seleciing  whatever  character*  It  mishi 
ndge  best  calculated  lo  promote  the  public  giud- 
If  the  Executive  made  an  improper  clioice,  I 
Tonid  bold  it  responsible;  and  aslwonld  blame 
it  for  iHa)rin|>  a  bad  choice,  I  ought  not  lo  Ifaaea 
its  chance  ormakiag  a  ^ood  one. 

Tbequestion  was  taken  00  MrHoBuan'spro' 
—sed  ameodflient,aDd  deeided  in  the  negaliT»— 


»To3 


Mr.  Qaiitct  moved  the  following  propwition 
u  an  amendment,  ta  be  adtled  to  the  resolution : 

"And  napeTaaii,«tandiBglaaBy  SanatororBefw- 
asBlative  in  the  relation  of  fsther,  brother,  or  son,  by 
Uood  or  msiriige,  shall  be  appointed  1«  anjciTil 
office  under  the  United  States,  or  ahall  receive  any 
pIac«,aKency,  contMct,  or.«inolain«nt,bim  or  nmlar 
any  department  or  officer  thereof" 

Mr.dnincy.— Mr.CbMrman:  Theanevdment 
to  the  Constitution,  proposed  by  the  geaiieman 
from  North  Carolina,  is  of  the  natureof  a  temcdf 
for  an  evil.  The  proposilioa  which  I  ha.ve  the 
honor  to  submit,  is  similar  in  principle,  but  em* 
braces  a  wider  sphere  of  action,  and  is  ofiered  u  a 
medicament  of  a  higher  power.  His  amendment 
baa  for  its  object,  to  purify  the  Legislature  of  that 
Mtruption  whicb  spring;  from  l))e  hope  of  office 
for  ourselves.  Mv  proposition  has  fol  its  object  to 
purify  the  Legislaiuie  of  ihat  corruption  which 
■priuga  fVom  theattaiomcntof  office  for  our  rela- 
Boas.  And  if  the  Hense  will  lake  the  uoubl*  to 
uial)rza  the  reapeetlve  Datut«i  of  theee  twa  erila, 


it  will  find  that  the  etil  to  which  tay  proposition 
refers,  is  higher  in  nature,  aifd  more  intense  iade- 

Sreethan  that  to  which  ibeametod  meat  of  the  gen- 
eman  from  Norlb  Carolina  has  reference.  That 
is  to  say,  the  present  attainment  of  office  for  our 
relations,  for  those  near  and  dear  to  us,  who  ire 
parts  of  our  Hood,  and,  if  our  nalores  be  gener- 
ous, parts  of  otirselves,  is  an  application  to  iba 
principle  of  human  action,  as  much  mote  siroiig 
and  aUuciog  than  the  distant  hope  of  office  for 
ourselves — frniiiou  is  a  nearer  approztmaiiou  to 
bliss  than  expectation;  or  as  a  payment  iahandii 
better  than  a  paynent  in  promise. 

I  shall  offer  a  lew  con  side  rat  ioni  in  support  of 
my  proposiiion,  not  only  by  way  of  elucidation 
to  this  House,  but  also  (oi  the  purpose  of  attract- 
ing the  attanliiMi  of  the  public  to  the  subject. 
For  I  ani  well  aware,  that  let  it  be  diseusud 
when  it  will,  and  under  vhai  Adtaini&lmtioB  it 
will,  it  cannot  fail  to  be  in  this  and  the  otbct 
bnneh  of  the  Lefcislalute  a  bitter  pill ;  and  uo- 
le*i  it  bare  the  aid  of  exteriuil  precuire,  ii  will 
■tick  in  the  pesMge. 

I  know  the  n  a  tare  of  the  subject,  and  amaarare- 
that  it  is  very  delicate  and  very  criiieaL  Why, 
sir,  it  relates  to  aoibiog  less,  than  our  bbod  and 
our  purse*;  obJMls,of  all  othara,  the  moat  sqaeant- 
iablyaeMitive,nad  the  moai  jealous  of  other  peo> 
ple*i  interietenoe.  It  ahall  be  my  endeavor,  (ww- 
ever,  to  handle  the  lopio  with  as  mnch  cautiw 
as  poaaible.  And  in  order  to  avoid  all  apptai- 
anee  of  party  or  personality,  I  shall  speak  eno- 
cerniog  thing^s  past  and  things  future,  withoot 
particular  notice  of  thing*  present. 

la  the  first  place,  I  would  remark  that  oar  gen- 
eral mode  of  speaking,  both  on  this  floor  and  in 
common  conversation,  coneerning  this  power  of 
djauibttting  offices,  is,  in  my  judgment,  not  strict- 
ly aeeurale  in  ilself,  and  may  bn  questioned  as 
unjust  to  the.Presidenl  of  the  United  State*.  It  i* 
deaemiaaied  "Execuiive  iofiuence,"  by  war  f^ 
analogy,  and  in  oonfomity,  perbain,  to  the  prac- 
tice in  Great  Britain,  wheee  the  Crown,  beintr 
the  proprietor  of  officM,  distribute*  them  at  will 
among  ikroritef.  But  the  state  of  things  is  dif- 
ferent in  this  oouniry.  Here  the  Executive  has- 
no  iMoprieiary  interest  ia  the  offieea  which  be 
distribute*;' he  daeanol  create  them;  hedoesnol, 
except  ia  ^  few  in*i*iice&  even  designate  the 
.amount  of  eoiolMiaeat.  All  these,  .io  fact,  pro- 
eecd  from  the  L^»latare,  We  are  tbe  creator^ 
he  ia  the  cftaBnel  for  coouaunieaiiug  them  to 
ijieir  objeoia ;  so  that,  if  Uie  metnbera  of  this  and 
^e  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  become  venal 
in  this  country,  they  are,  to  say  the  least,  half 
workers  in  thdr  owir  eerruption.  A  mode  of  ex- 
pression ought  not  therefore  to  be  used,  tendioc 
to  throw  tbe  guilt  exolasively  on  another  branch 
of  the  Qoveromeot.  Another  phrase  is  raoie  just 
a  ad  appropriate.  Sir^  it  oUght  Is  be  called  pecu- 
niary v^tunct—the  love  of  money  wrapped  up- 
in  very  ihifl  covers  and  diiguisea,  called  offiess- 
for  ourselves  and  offices  for  our  relaiiona. 

1  shall  consider  tbe  principle  of  thts-  amend- 
BMtand  ptepositioa  in  relation  to 'the  Constitu- 
lioo,  ita  natun,  and  naeesiiiy. 
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I£  we  look  iDto  ibe  CoaxiluiioB,  ve  sbail  fiaJ 
no  p»Ti  morr  palpably  clefeclir«  tbaii  iii  pfovl- 
siona  agaiast  ttt«  eSect  of  that  Kieculire  iuflu- 
ene«,  as  it  i*  called,  re^ultiag  from  the  power  of 
distri bating  oflices  at  pleunre  BinoDg  ibe  mem- 
bers of  batb  braocheB  of  tbeLesi^lalureaDd  iheir 
Telatioos.  -There  is,  I  tbink.  But  ooe  pcovisioa 
upon  tbe  subject.  T hi*  is  eootained  ia  the  fol- 
\owii>i;  clause  of  tbe  »ixlb  secliou  of  the  first 
article: 

*■  No  Senator  or  KcprsMntatiie  ibtll,  daring  the 
tima  fin  which  he  was  elected,  ba  appointed  to  any  cWil 
office  nad«T  the'  anlhority  of  the  United  Stales,  which 
■hall  bats  been  crealed,  or  the  emoluments  nheraof 
aball  have  been  increaMd,  daiing  such  tims." 

Tbis  provisioa,  I  say,  eooiiidered  as  a  lecuriiy 
acaiiMt  that  cocraptioa,  which  springs  ffom  the 
distribution  of  offices,  is  palpably  defeclive.  Ia. 
relatioQ  to  iu  objects  it  is  limited,  isd  in  its  means 
w«Dt«  efficiency.  What  are  its  objects?  It  aims 
ooly  to  preveai  maliiplicatioa  of  dSc«s  and  in- 
creaae  of  tbeir  emalumeot.  So  that  provided  we 
do  not  create  sew  offices,  nor  increase  tbe  old 
emolumem.  tbe  craving  spirit  ofavarice  has  free 
TSQ^e  la  solicit  and  eoirapt  both  branches  of  the- 
L^ialalure.  AU  ih*  nuraeroas  aliuremeats  of 
exiBting  offices,  all  tlie  ricb  reward  of  established 
asJariex,  are  (Mrmiited  to  play  with  tbeir  bewitch- 
ing infatuaiiqn  befow  our  eyes.  So  long  as  a 
loaa  does  not  altempi  to  take  |be  froit  of  ibe  seed 
of  bis  ova  sowing,  he  may  boiaoiae  al  his  pleasure. 
in  thtM  great  Esecuiive  garden,  and  wbelber  he 
seek  flower  or  frail,  hemay.io  Ihefall,  please  his 
fancy  or  saiiAie  his  appetite.  And  if  weconsider 
ths  means,  it  will  be  found  ibac  ibey  are  inade- 
quate. There  is  bat  one  limitaiion  -duriag  the 
tioie  far  wbicb  he  was  elected."  What  ia  tb^s, 
eoasideced  as  security  ?  It  is  scarcely  less  than 
totally  ioeffieieDt.  Not  withstanding  ibis  pro- 
vision a  man  may— I  say  may,  Mr.  Chairman, 
for  I  would  npt  be  understood  to  affirm  that  any 
BUcb  erealuie  now  exists,  or  has  ever  hereto  (bra 
appeared  in  ibis  or  Ibe  el^et  braoeb  of  ibe  Legia- 
lume,  but  I  speak  of  the  posaibility  of  that  gross 
and  debnMDg  corruption,  aucb  as  bai  appeared  in 
aiher  couoiries,  ano  may,  Iberefore,  hereafter  ap- 

Ear  in  this— «  man  may  be  a  mere  spaniel  to  tbe 
KeeotiTe;  he  may  fetch  or  earrf,  run  upon  all 
his  erranda,  and,  at  his  whistle,  roll  himself  orer 
OB  these  floors  without  regard  to  either  coat  or 
conscience,  and  on  the  last  day  of  Ihe  term  for 
whieb  be  was  elected,  when,  perhaps,  be  has  been 
ejected  from  ibe  people's  faror,As  I'oul  and  odious, 
he  may,  in  spile  of  tnis  {iroTiaion,  be  instruueotal 
in  ereaiing  an  office,  or  increasingan  emolument 
of  which  tbe  very  next  day  be  shall  take  the 
profits.  Is  not  sueh.a  provision,  considered  as  a 
seentiiy  against  earruptioa  from  ihe  dJsiribulion 
of  offices,  like  tanUlism  to  this  people  1  I  would 
noi,  however,  be  ihoaght  to  hold  al  a  mean  rate 
this  part  of  our  Cou&iiiuiioD.  Notwithstandiog 
its  deficiency  it  in  precious,  because  it  recognises 
the  posaibiliiy  of  the  eiinteuce  of  this  principle  of 
sorrupiion  in  this  and  the  other  branch  of  ibe 
Legislature;  because  it  is  a  standing  and  solemn 
valuing  against  ila  eflects.    It  gives  ns  ground 


to  stand  upon,  ftnd,  through  the  instraDienialitjr 
of  the  powers  of  amendmeni,  may  enable  thia- 
people  to  wrench  out  of  this  soil,  by  tbe  Toob,  this 
foul  and  growing  pollution. 

If  we  compare  tbe  principle  of  ibis  amendnieDt 
and  my  proposition  with  ibe  priociples  of  the 
ConstituiioQ,  we  shall  find  that  ii  no  less  bar-- 
monizes  with  iliem  than  it  does  with  this  pro- 
VinioQ  of  the  iaaltumeot.  If  there  be  a  principle 
nniveisally  allowed  b^  men  of  all  parties  to  be 
the  basis  of  liberty,  wub  tbe  existence  of  nhtoh, 
it  is  admitted  on  all  hands,  that  the  essence  oi 
freedom  is  identified,  il  is  that  tbe  three  great 
deparlmenlsof  power,  the  LegisUlivejExecult  re, 
and  Judicial,  ought  to  be  separate  and  di^itincl. 
The  consolidation  of  these  Ibree  powers  into  one 
has  been  denominated  "  the  deSailioa  of  despot- 
ism." Aod  in  proportion  as  these  powers  approz- 
im^e  to  consolidation,  the  spirit  of  despotism 
steals  over  us.  At  the  time  of  the  adoption  of 
this  insirumeni,  it  was  an  objection  raided  against 
it  by  some  of  its  moat  enlighlened  opposers,  that 
its  tendency  was  to  such  a  consolidation,  and  on 
thi&  account  they  strove  to  rouse  the  spirit  of, 
liberty^  Bui  their  anticipations  had  chiefly  refer- 
ence \a  the  forms  of  the  Conjtituiio^,  aod  par- 
licolarly  to  that  qualified  control  which  the  Sx- 
ecutive  bai  over  ibe  acts  i^  ihe  Legislature. 
They  ao tic i paled  not  at  all,  or  al  lea»I  very  ob- 
scurely,ibat  copsplidation,  which  bassrown  and 
is  strengthened  under  the  influence  oi  tbe  office- 
dtslribuiing  power,  vested  in  the  Exeeutive.  A 
consolidation  perceptible  to  all,  aod  which  is  the 
more  Sxed  and  inseparable,  inasmuch  as  the  ce- 
ment is  consliluted  by  the  strongest  of  all  amal- 
gams; that  of  the  precious  metals.  This  state 
of  ihinsn  is  not  the  less  to  be  deprecated  on  ac- 
count of  ibe  faci,  that  tbe  forms  of  the  Gonsiilu- 
lion  are  preserved,  while  its  spirit  ia  perishing 
The  members  of  bbib  branches  may  meet,  delib- 
erate, and  act,  but  the  spirit  of  independence  is 
gone  whenevec-  the  action  of  the  Legiilalure  ia 
ideniified  with  the  will  of  Ihe  Executive  by  the 
potent  influence  ,of  the  office-hoping  and  the 
office-holding  chaim. 

With  respect  to  tbe  nature  of  this  influence,  I 
remark,  that  a  misconceplioa  seems  to  be  euler- 
taiued  concerning  iL  The  bare  suggestion  of  iu 
existence  is  almost  thooghl  to  be  indecorous,  be- 
cause of  the  gross  and  palpable  corruption  in 
which  it  is  supposed  to  consist.  It  is  ihoughi  to 
imply  a  sort  of  pre-contract  between  the  Ezecu- 
tire  and  his  selected  favorites:  so  many  votes  for 
so  many  offices,  or  such  an  office  for  such  a  term 
of  Swiss  service.  .  Sir,  nothing  of  this  kind  is  pre- 
tended. Such  sale  of  conscience  and  duty  in 
open  market  is  not  reconcilable  with  the  present 
state  of  civilized  society.  And  they  are  mightily 
offended  if  there  be  any  suggestion,  ever  so  re- 
mote, of  pollution,  or  aoy  hint  that  they  have 
been  about  anything  else,  in  their  transactions 
with  the  £xei:Utive,  than  pursuing  the  pure  love 
of  gioryaod  their  country  !  But  the  corrupiioa 
of  which  I  speak,  and  which  is  tbe  objecl  of  both 
the  amendment  and  proposition,  is  of  a  nature 
nAilbci  very  gross  nor  very  barefaced.    Yel,  on 
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thete  Bcccunl*,  ii  is  nol  lh«  leu  to  be  deprecit«d. 
On  ihe  coDirary,  from  its  ytrj  insidiouanes*,  and 


lis  ippearing  i 


ofteii  almost  in  the  d 


i>  of  I 


virtue,  ougbt  it  to  be  watched  and  reiirieted. 

Such  i>  its  oalure  ibat  it  corropii  the  rery 
foandalioD  of  action.  It  ppriogs  up  out  of  tbe 
ImmaD  hnrt  and  tbe  cooditioD  of  things,  so  thai 
il  IT  almoHt  itnpotsible  ibai  ii  tbould  not  exist,  or 
that  it  should  be  aliofteiher  resisted.  Itbaaiti 
oriKiD  in  ibat  love  of  place,  which  is  soiohereDt 
in  the  hurato  heart,  that  tt  mar  be  called  almost 
to  unirersal  and  iDsiiocUTe  passion.  It  cinnot 
be  otherwise.  For  so  lung  as  the  lofe  of  honor 
«nd  the  loTe  of  profit  are  natural  to  man,  so  loog 
the  loTe  of  place,  which  include*  either  the  one 
«r  the  other,  or  both,  must  be  a  rerf  zeDeral  and 
preralenl  impulae.  It  cannot,  iberefore.  but  be 
(rue,  as  a  generil  principle,  and  it  cnsis  no  refleC' 
tioD  10  admit,  that  all  memben  of  CoDgreit  may 
loTC  offices,  at  leaat  as  well  ai  tbeir  neighbors. 
Now,  with  tbe  lore  of  place,  there  is  another 

S'ipciple  concurrent  in  relation  to  members  of 
DDgress,  which  is  the  reoultof  ourpolittcalcon- 
*' '    I,  and  is  tbin:  that  tfaoia  most  desirous  of 


DTalified  except  bjr  (brit  nipport 
In  referring  to  this  principle,  as  the  molt  of  out 
political  condition,  1  mean  to  cast  no  particulBr 
reflection  on  our  present  Chief  Magistrate.  It 
STOWS  out  of  tbe  nature  of  political  oorabioatiooB. 
FoT,witbsoinehlghlyhooorableeieeptioD<i,  iihas 
been  true  in  alj  past,  and  will  be  true  lu  all  ruiare, 
AdmiBistrations,  that  the  Beueral  way  for  mem- 
beri  of  Congress  to  gain  office*  for  ibemseirp*.  or 
their  relations,  it  to  coincide  in  opinion,  and  vote 
with  (he  Eiecuiive. 

Out  of  the  union  of  these  two  priueiplea,  tbe 
lote  of  office,  and  the  general  impression  thatco-. 
incidence  with  the  Bieeutive  is  iDenentialcOD' 
ditioD  for  oblaining  office,  grawi  that  cormption 
of  tbe  verv  fountain  »f  action,  the  purificaiioQ  of 
which  is  the  aim  of  both  the  ■mendment  and  my 
propositioD  aoder  consideration.  It  ezisii  with- 
out any  precontract  with  tbe  Eieeutire.  He 
knows  our  wants  without  any  formal  speciBeatioa 
from  tt*.  And  wa.  ktiow  bit  terms  without  any 
previous  slilement  from  bim.  Tbe  parties  pro- 
ceed together,  mutually  gratiff  iog  and  grsiided, 
at  occasions  ofltr,aod  Ihe  harmooies  of  the  happy 
part  of  the  Legislature  and  tbe  Eiecuiire  are 
complete.  AntTwere  it  not  that  there  i*  a  third 
rariy  concerned,  called  the  people  of  the  United 
Slates,  nothing  would  seem  more  pleasant  or  un- 
exceptionable than  (his  partnership  in  official 
felicity.  But  so  it  ii,  in  truth,  that  the  interests 
and  liberiies  of  the  people,  which  we  are  sent 
bereio  consult,  will  not  only  be  soraetiibes  ne^ 
glected,  but,  at  others,  absaluidysacrificed,  while 
tbe  consiiinied  guardians  are  gaping  after  office* 
for  ibemselres,  or  taunting  them  up  for  tbeir  rela- 
tions. Tbe  nature  of  ihecorrupttoa  is  suchai  not 
only  easily  to  be  concraled  from  the  world,  but, 
also,  in  a  ereaimrasuie.rroin  ihetndividusl  bim- 
aelf.  And,  so  long  as  that  free  access,  which  is  at 
present  permitted  by  tbe  Constiiutioo,  is  onre- 
Miaiaad,  it  will  gouhbuc  uid  laajr  iocreiue.    On 


pTiry  qucstioD  wbfflh  ariae*,  and  has  relatjott  lo 
-fixecoiire  measures,  in  addition  to  all  the  other 
CODS idera lions  of  honor,  policy,  jaitice,  propriety, 
and  the  like,  this  alto  i*  preJMred,  to  be  throws 
into  the  scale ;  that,  if  a  man  meana  lo  gaia  of- 
fice, he  tnu«t  coincide  with  tbe  Ezceutire.  It  ii 
not  possible  for  any  man  to  dectde  what  degree 
of  influciica  this  eoaai deration  has  opoa  aaoiber, 
and  it  is  nearly,  if  not  qtiiie,  as  difficult  for  him 
to  decide  what  degree  of  infiuenee  it  nuy  hare 
upon  bimaelf.  For,  let  any  man  reflect  upon  tbe 
springs  of  any  partMular  courae  of  action,  wbick 
various,  eooearrent,  complex  motive*  have  ia- 
doced  him  to  adopt,  and  be  will  find  it  very  di'B- 
colt  to  apportion,  to  eaeh  6f  the  eoncurring  mo- 
lire*,  tbe  precise  degree  of  influence  which  be- 
long«  to  it.  And  he  will  also  find  thai,  if  there 
be  10  ibegroupone  motive  bate,  and  coneeqoenl- 
ly  bashrul  of  [h«  light,  it  will  sbriuk  away  iota 
the  deepest  recesses  of  the  heart,  and  there  cover 
itaelfoverwiihsuchan  accumulation  of  plausible, 
tpeciaut  motive*,  that  it  is  beyond  the  powerm 
poor  human  nature,  ia  the  ordinary  airength  of 
Its  moral  sense,  always  to  ditcDver  it.  Frocn  tbe 
liability  of  having  tbe  toorce  t>f  our  pnWic  aclioo* 
corrupted  by  Ihe  infusion  of  such  a  tatai,  every 
honest  mind  will  be  solicitous  to  be  delivered. 
For,  whether  the  office,  which  allUrea  onr  faaey, 
be  for  oaiaelvet  or  for  onr  relatioaa,  tlm  resalt  u 
the  same.  No  joan-  can  stand  up  wholly  inde- 
pendent to  the  band  by  which  ha  bopea  to  be  fed, 
or  which  is  in  tbe  act  of  feeding  his  children  and 
relaitvea.  Nor  can  anyiraan,  however  hottest  or 
tctupinlons,  placed  in  snchsitaatkin,  bepontively 
certain  as  to  his  »wn  motive,  or  know  whether, 
in  such  eases,  hi*  (NJatiiy  with  the  BzeeuiiTe  be 
tbe  result  of  the  intrinsic  nature  and  reason  of 
things,  or  whether  it  be  the  effect  of  tbe  inflncnca 
of  Ifaosa  metallic  strata,  which  unite  that  Bzeon- 
live  with  the  centra  irf  his  best  aleetioa*. 

With  respect  to  the  degree  in  which  this  cor- 
ruption has  bcrciolVira  or  may  hereafter  cziat,  it 
is  impottible  precisely  to  ealimale.  Beeanae  the 
offices  ia  the  gift  of  the  Biecutive  and  the  Depwv 
menu  are  so  BVBDerous,ar«  extended  over  so  wide 
a  surface,  beioff  for  the  whole  United  Btaiea;  and 
iherelttiODi  of  ntembers  of  Congress  areso  little 
know,n  to  each'oiber  and  tbe  world,  that  it  is  not 
to  be  expected  that  we,  much  less  that  the  people 
should  be  able  lo  trace  this  iofloenee,  in  all  its 
ramificaiioot.  Bjit,  one  thing  is  certain,  ibat  it 
exceeds  popular  estimation,  as  much  as  it  evades 
I^ialstive  scrutiny.  Why,  sir,  there  it  aaasajly 
distributed  from  the  great  departmeuta an  amoant 
not  lest  ihan  five-and-a-balf  miliioas  of  dollara, 
and  from  ihe  Post  Office  Eettblishaient  not  leaa 
than  four-aud-a-half  milliont,  makiofftheannnal 
aggregate  of  ten  millioas  of  dollar*.  All  thit 
abuBdant  reterroir  it  distribataUe,  aanmtly,  lo 
iit  objUiSjin  streams  of  varioni  nagoitode*  and 
in  everydireciion,  at  the  Bxeculive  will.  Now, 
we  stand  at  the  verv  spot  where  ihislascioiisfoBD' 
tain  overflows  in  all  its  exuberance.  Having iha 
power,  can  we  promise  that  we  shall  refrain  from 
turning  aside  to  onnelves  and  onr  rrlaiive*  al 
teaat  a  full  portion  of  these  peeuaitu?  boiiMiw? 
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Is  it  inbam'ata  niiiirr,  ffcDeratly,  re  pnwiifee 
much  stoical  lelf-deDiaf.  at  a  contraiy  eoedi 
ivould  implf?  1  baTe  raid  tbat  ii  waalmpMMble 
to  pro^e  the  Tntl  ext»t  of  the  aecnmmodali 
which  wesnd  our  relallTe*  may  obtain;  in  (___ 
•b«pe  ttnd  anoifaer,  oat  of  the  TreatiiTy,  so  long 
*.a  such  a  laiirade  ia  girrn  lo  tmr  cipteiiy  to  re- 
ceiTe  ;  yel,  •Tery  now  and  ih«i,  tome  evidence 
OGCUTK,  tending  to  give  a  rliffipEe  of  rhe  •mMini, 
in  Trhich  the  transfpr  of  piUtiie  moDey  may  be 
made  to  run  in  pariieiriar  directtoai.  At  ihi 
mompnt  titer*  ties  upon  oor  tables  an  aceoont  c. 
the  Navy  Agent  at  Baltimore,  who,  it  apppars, 
under  the  directions  of  the  tbea  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  did  purcbane,  in  aboet  eighteen  months,  of 
a  single  meieantile  house  in  ibai  eiiy,brlii  cf 
exchange  it)  the  amouni  of  two  hundred  and 
forty  titonsand  doltats,  the  bead  of  wblch  mer- 
csntile  house  was  aad  ia  a  Senator  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  brother  of  tbe  Secretary  of  the 
fiary.  In  referring  to  thia  subject,  I  b^  to  be 
understood  as  giving  no  opiaton  on  that  transac- 
tion, or  as  represeniiDg  it  as  exceptionable  in  its 
natore.  I  adduce  it  with  no  other  dMign  than  to 
show  the  extent  10  which  relatlona  may,  if  they 
please,  accommodate  one' another,  (O  long  as  no 
Constitutional  reairlctionB  esiat,  and  the  impossl- 
bility  of  eatimating  the  amoant  aod  of  pursiHBg 
(beerit  into  all  its  ramifieations. 

Ufton  thiaaubjeci  of  offices  my  aentimeDts  may, 
perhaps,  be  too  refined  for  the  present  condition 
of  faumaD  nature.  And  I  am  aware,  in  what  I 
■tn  about  to  say,  that  I  may  ran  athwart  politi- 
cal friends  as  wdl  as  political  foes.  Such  consid- 
erations B*  these  shall  not/  hnwerer,  deler  me- 
Stota  iniroducing  just  and  high  notions  of  tbeir 
duties  to  tbe  coniideratioD  oAhe  members  of  the 
LegisMtBre.  I  hold)  sir,  the  acceptance  of  an 
office  of  mere  emotament,or  which  is  principally 
emolument,  by  i  member  of  Congress,  from  the 
Exec  mi  ve^  as  unworthy  his  slatiun,  aod  incom- 
paiiUe  with  thai  high  sense  of  irreproachable 
ebaracler,  which  it  Is  one  of  tbe  eboieest  terres- 
trial boons  of  virtue  to  attain.  For,  while  the 
■ttainraeot  6f  office  is  to  members  of  Congress 
the  consequence  solely  of  cohicidenee  with  the 
ExecDtire,  he  who  has  the  office  carries  on  his 
forehead  the  mark  of  baring  falilled  the  condi- 
tion. And,  ahhoogh  his  self-lore  mty  d<nomi< 
Date  hia  attainment  of  tbe  office  to  be  ibercward 
of  merit,  tbe  world,  which  Usnally  judges  acute- 
ly on  these  matters,  will  denomrDaieUibe  reward 
of  aerriee.  And,  in  such  eases,  ntneiy-nine  times 
in  the  hundred,  the  world  will  be  right.  An  ex 
ceptioQto  this  rule  may,  perhaps,  exist  in  the  cases 
of  offiee<i  uf  high  responsibility,  lo  which  a  mem- 
bet  af  Congress  may  be  called,  on  accoani  of  bis 
distinguished  and  peculiar  qualifications;  io 
Which  the  Toice  of  tbe  Bxecutira  is,  in  truth, 
what  it  ODghl  always  to  be,  th«  vnict  of  his 
eotiniry.  Such  cases  are  so  rare,  that  when  they 
exist  ibey  make  a  law  for  themselres.  They  are 
exceptions  which  prove  rather  tban  laTaltdaie 
Ibe  role.  For  na  it  is  honor  enough  to  be  thus 
inirnaied  with  the  high  eonoerUa  of  this  people, 
to  be  thus  debating,  thiu  mainuiniifg  ihrir  libaf- 


ties,  or  striving  toimprove  their  conditioD.  L«t 
us  pot  it  out  of  our'power,  and  remove  from  tw' 
temptation  lo  grub  in  the  liow  pursuits  of  avarice 
and  base  ambition. 

Stfch  is  the  npiniou  which,  in  my  judgment, 
on^ht  to  be  entertained  of  the  mere  acceptance  of 
office,  by  membera  of  Congress.  But,  as  to  that 
other  dlam  of  persons,  who  are  open,  notorious 
solteitnrs  of  office,  they  give  oeesiion  to  refjec- 
ticns  of  a  very  diffirent  nature.  Thisolssa  of  per- 
SOBS,  in  all  limes  past,  have  appeared,  and  (for  I 
say  Doibing  of  times  present)  in  all  future  will 
sppear  on  this  and  on  tne  other  floor  of  Congress. 
Creatures  who.  under  tbe  pretence  of  serving 
tbe  people,  are,  in  fact,  serving  ibemselvet;  cres- 
tures  who,  while  their  distant  oonstiiaents,  good, 
easy  men,  industrious,  frugal,  and  unsuapicioui, 
dream,  in  visions,  that  ibey  are  labori'nf^  for  their 
country's  welfare,  are,  ia  truth,  spending  their 
lime  mousing  at  the  doors  of  tbe  Palace,  or  tbe 
crannies  of  the  Departments;  and  laying  low 
anares  lo  catch,  for  themselves  and  ibeir  relations, 
every  sirty  office  thai  flits  by  theiu.  For  such 
men,  chosen  in  this  high  sod  responsible  trnsI,to 
whom  have  been  confided  tbe  precious  destinies 
of  the  people,  and  who  ihils  openly  abandon  their 
duties,  aiyi  set  tbeir  plsees  and  their  conseiencea 
to  sate,  in  de6ance  ofihe  mnliiplied,  strong,  and 
lender  lies,  by  which  they  are  bound  to  their 
conniry,  I  have  Do  language  to  express  ray  con- 
tempt. I  nev«r  have  seen,  and  I  never  shell  see, 
any  of  these  notorious  solicitors  of  oflSee,  for 
themselres,  or  ib«r  relations,  itsbdiog  on  this  or 
the  other  floor,  bawling  and  bullying,  or  coming 
down  with  dead  rotes,  in  support  of  Bxeeuiiva 
measures,  bui  I  thiak  r  see  a  hackney,  laboring 
for  hire,  in  a  most  degrading  service  j  a  poor, 
rarth-spirited  antmsl,  trudging  in  his  traces,  with 
much  silrilion  of  the  sides  and  indoration  of  the 
taembranea,  encouraged  by  this  special  certainty,' 
that,  at  ih*  end  of  his  journey,  ha  shall  bar* 
measured  ovt  to  biro  his  proportion  of  provender, 
Bnl,  I  have  heard  thai  tbt  bare  sngseation  of 
inch  cormplion  was  a  libel  upon  this  House,  aitd 
upon  this  people.  I  have  heard  that  we  were,  in 
this  country,  so  rirtuoas,  that  we  tvere  above  tha 
influence  of  these  allurements;  that  beyond' the 
Atlantic,  in  old  Oovemmeats,  such  things  might 
ba  suspected,  but  that  here  we  were  too  pUre  for 
such  guilt,  too  innocent  fsr  such  suspicions, 
Mr.  Chairman,  1  shall  not  hesiiaie,  io  spite  of 
lob  popular  declamition,  to  believe  and  follow 
the  evidence  of  my  senses,  aod  the  concurrent 
of  come  inporaneo  us  beholden.  I  shall 
not,  in  my  estimation  of  character,  degrade  this 
people  below,  nor  exalt  them  far  above,  the  ordi- 
nary eondiiioa  of  cultivated  humaniiy.  And  of 
this  be  assured,  that  every  sywiem  of  conduct,  or 
course  of  policy,  which  lias  for  its  basis  an  excess 
of  virtue  in  tnia  country,  beyond  what  human 
lure  exbibfia  in  its  improved  aiate  elsewhere, 
II  be  found  on  trial  fsllacioos.  Is  ihere  on  this 
earth  any  eollectioa  of  men  in  which  exiiu  a 
'    Lie,  heBrty,anddesperai«loreoroffice 
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tninly  fotloir  diBtiR^uiitwd  ier*ilit)'  ti  eleeiioni; 
or  bau  aaanility  io  the  prwsl  And  aa  to  etger- 
ncM  for  ihe  revrnrtl,  wbai  U  the  facti  Let,  tiow, 
one  of  your  great  office- bold  era,  t.  colJector  of  ihe 
etmomx,  a  marsbal,  a  commiuioner  of  loaoa,  a 
poatmaM^r  in  oae  of  your  eiliea,  or  any  oCGcer, 
t(Mt,  or  factor,  for  your  Teiritotiea  or  public 
kids,  or  peraon  holding  a  place  of  miDor  distinc- 
lion,  but  of  C0D»iderabl«  profit,  be  called  on  to  pay 
the  last  debt  of  Baiure — thepoor  man  ahall  hardly 
be  dead,  he  ahall  nor  be  cold  loar,  befofe  the 
eorpsc  is  ia  (be  coffio,  the  mail  ahall  be-crowdcd 
to  repletion  with  letter*  aad  ceriificatea,  and  re- 
QoromendatioDa  «Dd  repreaeotatioas,  and  every 
■peciea  of  viurdy,  aycophaotic  aoliciiation,  by 
which  obtruaive  meodicit^  aeeks  charity  or  ia- 
riie*  compaatioQ.  Wtay,ajr,wa  hear  the  etanor 
of  Ihe  craviDg  atiimala  at  the  Treaaiuy  trough, 
hereiDthia  Capitol.  Such  ruenlog,  aiuh  JMtling, 
•ueh  wriggliog,  aucb  claffiberiog  orer  oa«  an- 
Other'a  backs,  aucb  aquealiD^,  beoauae  tlia  tub  ia 
ao  narrow  aod  the  company  la  ao  crowded.  No, 
air,  let  ua  not  talk  of  atokal  apathy  lotrard*  ibe- 
ifaiiwa  of  the  Natiooal  Treatury,  eitber  ia  ibU 
pMpla  or  their  Representaiiiei  or  Senaiora. 

But  it  will  be  aaked.for  ii  haa  beeD  a*ked,  shall 
lltaEzecuiiye  be  anapeeied  ofcorrupiing  the  Na- 
tioHl  Legialature  1  Isbenoi  rinuoaa')  Without 
naking  pcrMiwJ  diiUuctioDa  or  referensra,  f»r 
the  turn  of  araument,  it  may  be  admitted,  tkat 
all  ExMUtiTra  for  .the  time  being  are  ririuoua — 
retaooably  virtuoos,  Mr.  Chairmaa;  fleah  aod 
blood  DotwiihacaDdlDg.  Aod  vithoot  laeaomg, 
in  thia  place,  to  caat  any  particular  refiec^iona 
upon  thta  or  upon  aoy  other  Exaeolivea,  thia  I 
will  My,  that  if  no  additional  guar<]s  are  prorided, 
and  DOW  after  the  spirit  of  party  haa  brought  ituo 
80  full  aciirity  the  apii-ii  of  patronage,  thete  never 
will  be  a  President  of  tbeae  United  States  eleeied 
by  meana  now  in  uae,  who,  if  he  deals  hooMtly 
wiU)  himaeir  will  not  be  able,  oiv  quitiiiiK,  to 
address  bia  Preaidenttal  cbaii  as  John  FaTstaff 
addressed  Prinee  Hal;  "Before  I  kaew  thee,  1 
knew  nothing,  and  now  1  am  little  better  than 
one  of  the  wieked."  The  poaBeasJon  of  that  sta- 
lioB.  DDder  the  reign  of  party,  will  make  a  raaa 
aotcquainled  with  ibo  corrupt  priaeif^a  of  bu- 
nan  .conduct,  he  will  behold  odr  nature  iit  *a 
hQDgry,.aad  ahirering,  and  craring  a  atate,and 
be  compelled  so  conalaotly  to  obserre  the  solid 
icwards  daily  demanded,  by  way  of  compenaa- 
IMW  for  onttageooa  patrioliam,  that  if  ha  escape 
out  of  thai  Btmoapheie  wiihom  partaking  of  its 
eoiruptiota,  be  must  be  below  or  above  the  ordi- 
nary condit  ion  of  mortal  nature.  Is  it  possible, 
air,  that  be  abould  remain  altogether  nniufected  1 
What  ia  thejnet?  The  OooaEitution  prohibits 
Ihe  members  of  this  and  of  the  other  branch  <k 
the  Legiaiature  from  being  Electors  for  President 
of  the  United  States.  Yet,  what  ie  done?  Thi 
practice  of  late  ia  so  prevalent  as  to  have  growi 
almost  into  a  sanetioned  usage  of  parly.  Prloi 
to  [be  Presidential  term  of  lour  years,  membeis 
of  CoDgress,  bariog  received  the  privileged  ticket 
of  adminioD,  asaemble  themselves  in  a  sort  of 
•l«ftl»nil  college  on  the  flopr  of  the  Seoate,  or  of 


tbe  Hoaae  of  Represcniaitves.  They  aelect  a 
eaitdidale  for  the  Presidency.  To  tbeir  voice,  to 
their  lafltKnee,  he  is  indebted  for  bis  eleratioiu 
So  long  aa  thia  ooadiliODof  ibiaga  coDtiniie^ 
what  ordinary  Ezecmive  will  refuse  ti^  accom- 
modate those  who  in  so  distinguished  a  manner 
ftava  aoeommodated  himi  I*  ibere  a  better  rea- 
son in  the  world  why  a  man  should  give  you,  Mr. 
-Chairman,  an  office  worth  two  or  three  thousand 
dollars  a  year,  for  which  you  are  quali&cd,  aad 
which  he  could  give  as  well  as  not,  than  this, 
that  you  bad  been  greatly  iiutromental  in  giv 
ing  him  one  worth  five  and  tweni*  tboosand, 
for  which  he  was  equally  qualified?  It  is  vain  to 
conceal  it.  So  loog  «•  tbe  present  coDdiiioo  of 
things  continues,  it  may  be  reasonably  expected 
that  there  shall  lake  place  regularly  between  the 
President  of  the  Untied  Suies  aod  a  portion  of 
both  IJovaes  of  Conctest,  an  intercbmage,  strictif 
speaking,  of  good  oSees. 

The  principle  for  which  I  contend,  and  which 
-i*  the  basis,  both  of  ihe.original  ameadment,  and 
of  my  upoposilion,  is  this:  Putit  out  of  the  power 
of- the  Bseaniive  to  seem  to  pay  any  of  tbe  tnem- 
'facrs  of  Coogreat,  by  patting  it  out  of  their  power 
toreceive.  "Avoid  the  appearance  of  evil."  We 
have  been  taught  to  prav,  "  lead  tu  net  into  temp- 
tation." They  who  rigdlly  estiioate  their  duties 
may  Bod  in  nublie  life,  no  leas  n«c«Asiiy  than  in 
privaia  life,  frequently  to  repeat  thia  aspiraiioa. 

Mr.  WaioHT  moved  to  amend  Ur.  aoiKCT'a 
proposed  amendment  by  adding  thereto  a  pro- 
viainn  that  each  Senator  or  Hepresenutire,  on 
taking  hia  aeat,  sbonld  fumitb  a  table  of  bis  gene- 
Mr.  dotKOT  said  be  bad  no  nbjeciion  to  such 
an  amendmcai. 

Mr.  SayaKBTsaid  the  amepdtaeit  propoced  by 
Mr.  Wrhjbt  would  not  effect  his  object,  becaose 
a  man  migbl  marry  while  a  member  and  ilios 
change  his  whole  eennesion. 

Mr.  Wbioht  reduced  bismotioa  to  writing  ia 
tbe  following  words: 

«  Bach  member  of  the  Senau  nd  Hmua  ■(  Sepi^ 
■sQtatives,  whea  he  takes-  bia  stat,  shsU  fits  a  Utt  «f 
iit  relatiTes  preclnded  by  said  reaalutioo." 

Mr.  RjiKBOLPB  Mtid  such  an  ameadmenl  would 
have  a  strange  reading  in  the  Conslitntion  of  the 
United  Stales. 

Mr.  &DIITOT  said  be  oared  not  for  the  mode  ao 
that  he  atuiaed  his  end  in  this  case.  Wheiter 
the  amindraent  be  proposed  succeeded  now  or 
not,  it  woitld  before  jnaoy  years  be  adopted. 

Mr.  BicoN  said  he  assented  to  the  general 
proposition  of  bia  colleague  i  but  he  saw  difficul- 
ties in  the  detail,  which,  no  doubt,  tbe  genUeman 
himself  must  aee.  He  shotild  be  loth  to  vote  on 
a  proposition,  even  in  Commitiea,  on  whicli  be 
might,  after  amendment,  change  his  vote.  The 
subject  waa  importaat;  to  give  farther  time  for 
conaidaring  it,  ha  moved  that  the  Committee 
shonld.riae. 

Tbe  n»tion  waa  agraed  to,  attd  tbe  Committee 
then  rote. 

A  motion  was  made  to  print  the  sereralamead- 
mcDta,  fte. 
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Mf-  Smilib  said  he  wai  in  favor  of  priMiog 
tbfl  origiQil  motioDi  but  be  »u^ge»t«d  wbeib«r 
it  would  conport  wiUi  ibe  dignity  of  ihe  Home 
to  print  BUcb  BmeDdmeol*  as  ifac  ]■>>[  wbicb  were 
oSered.  However  (beir  litibls  fBculiics  miabt.be 
Biaoaed  by  ibem,  he  bopeil  tbe  Hoose  would  not 
pcinl  and  soieipnly  tend  to  (be  world  ihoae  Ibiogt, 
wbicb  could  icarcely  be  ivrioudy  neant. 

Mr.  Tbodp  wbi  in  favor  of  priatiag.  He 
thought  [be  proposition  of  Mr.  ^dihct  not  only 
important,  bat  esieniial  to  carry  into  efieot  tb« 
object  of  ibe  original  motion )  and  he  had  nerer 
heard  a  proposition  more  ably  eupportttl  than 
tbnt  of  the  geDtlemBa  from  MitMchuteii*,  Al- 
most every  lentiment  be  bad  Uliered  had  mrt  hit 

Mr.  Wbiobt  hoped  they  would  be  printed.  Aa 
to  the  gentleman'!  feelings  for  ihe  dignity  of  the 
Honse,  be  suppoied  every  genilemaa  ffli  alike 
on  that  lubjeci.  He  Mid  be  should  feel  graiiSed 
at  any  proposiiioa  be  should  make  being  brought 
before  tbe  public ;  and  should  not  fear  to  meet 
their  award.    Mr,  W.^ade  tiome  allusion  to  a 

Eirt  of  [he  tpaecb  of  Mr.  ftuivoY,  in  which  be 
■d  appeared  to  Mt.  W.'  to  east  an  unseaerous 
iffipulaiion  on  the  lale  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in 
cespect  to  parchasfls  in  Baltimore,  dtu.  < 

Mr.  Q,aiNCT  disavowed  any  iolention  of  mak- 
ing such  imputxiioa  or  inference. 

The  question  was  taken  on  priniiagMr.  (^ih- 
ci'b  proposition,  hjr  yea?  and  OBy«s  Bud  carried — 
yeas  76,  nays  40,  as  followi : 

Yiu— Willii  AlMon,  itin.,  EMkiel  Bmob,  BnnwU 
BanetU  Abijah  Bl(«bnv,  DiBial  BlMadaU,  Adam  B^ 
Jhbm  BtMkanridie.  WUUam  A.  Barwell,  Jiba  Oan^ 
bell,  John  C.  Cban^M>lain>  Wni.  CtwabsiMo,  Lang- 
den  C1n*w,  Mania  ChitteDdan,J<^ii  Dftvenport,  Jdd.. 
Williaa)  Ely,  Jama*  Eoott.  MasbacK  Enaklin.  Baimt 
Oardenier,  Tboaua  OlNlsan,  CbaiUa  OoMaltavHidi, 
P(ii«rw«  (iaaiwjn,  TbMBM  B.  Gold,  William  Hale, 
Nathanial  A.  H^ven,  Daoial  Haislat.  JaQw  HolUod, 
Ebencwi  BaBtinftni,  Blehaid  Jaiiaon,  jnn.,  Bobait 
JaaUiu,  William  KenoMlj,  Philip  B.  lUy,  Henna* 
KnicktffatdMr,  Joseph  Lewie,  jun.,  Bobett  Le  Jtoj 
Livingston,  Nathaniel  Macon,  ViB«at  Maltha wa,  Ardi- 
ibatd  HcBryde,  AltuMnder  MoKim,  Wm.  HcKioley, 
Plsaawt  M.  Miller,  William  MUnor.  Samnsl  L.  Milob- 
ill.  Jaiemiab  Morrow,  Jonathan  0.  Moaeley,  Thomas 
Nawbnld,  Tbomaa  Naivton,  Joaepb  Peanon,  Baajamin 
Picknan,  inn.,  Tiniolhy  PiAin,  jun.,  Peter  B.  Porter, 
Elisha  R.  Potter,  Joaiah  Quint^,  John  Randolpbi  John 
Rea  of  Pemuylvaoia,  John  Rbea  of  Tenneoea,  Sau- 
nel  RioKgold,  John  Roana,  Lemnel  Sawyer,  John  A. 
Scndder,  Adam  Sejbert,  Daoiel  SheOey,  Geoiga  Hailb. 
Samnal  Smith,  Richard  SUnford,  John  Stamlaj,  Jamei 
StaiAeoMn,  Jacob  Siroepa,  Bamnel  Taggaitt  John 
Thompaim,  Geo>«e  M.  Troop,  Nieholaa  Van  fiybe, 
KilUan  K.  Van  Benaeolaer,  Robert  WaaUay,  Labaa 
WheatoD,  and  James  Wilaon. 

NAva— Umnal  J.  Alaton,  Wm.  Aaderaon,  David 
Baid,  Robert  Brown,  William  BuUer.  Joseph  Cal- 
honn,  Hudkaw  Clsy,  Jamea  Cochran,  WUUam  Craw 
fold,  Ricbaid  Coua,  Joaepb  Desha,  William  Findlay. 
»»t«a  fiik,  BaxilUi  Osmmtt,  Qideon  Gatdner, 
Edvrm  Qray,  Jonathan  H.  HuMerd,  Jacob  Hufty,  Rich- 
ud  M.  Johoaon,  Thomas  Kenan,  Aaron  Ljle,  Jobs 
Montgemwy,  Tbomaa  Moore,  Ourdm  S.  Hiwford, 


Muthia*  Richards,  Brsstua  Root,  Xbenaaer  Sags, 
Tbomaa  Sammona,  Ebencur  Boaver,  Samnsl  .Shaw, 
Deonia  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  Benrj  South- 
ard, Dti  Tracy,  Chailei  Turner,  jun.,  Robert  Wbite- 
hill,  Richard  Winn,  Robert  Wilhcrapoon,  and  Robert 
Wright. 

Tbe  qupatioa  was  taken  in  tbe  same  mannei 
on  printing  the  proposed  amendment  of  Mr. 
WaiasT,  and  lost — yeas  31,  nays  77,  oa  foUowa: 

Yaia—Willia  Alston,  jnn^,  Eiekiel  Bacon,  Adam 
Boyd,  William  A.  BnmaU,  Joseph  Calboan,  "nuimaB 
Oh<risan,  ChaWes  Goldsborough,  Peteraon  Uoodwyn, 
James  Holland,  Philip  B.  Key,  Natfasnial  Macon, 
Ardiibald  Mt^jjdt,  Alexander  MoKim,  WilHam  Mo 
Kintey,  Samuel  L.MitchilhJoieniiah  Morrow,  Thomae 
Newbold,  Thomas  Nenton,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jnn., 
Pelai  B.  Porter,  Jonah  Quincy,  John  Rhea  of  Tennea> 
■ee,  Samoel  Ringgold,  Jobn  Roane,  Lemuel  Sawyer, 
John  A.  Scndder,  Ebeneior  Seaver,  Robeit  Weakley, 
■Robert  Whitehill,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wrigbt. 

Nils — Joseph  AilMi,  Lrannel  J.  Ahux,  William 
Andenon,  BnrweH  Baeaett,  Ahmh  Bigelow,  Daniel 
Blaiaden,  Jamea  Breokenridge,  Robeit  Brewn,  WU* 
liam  Sutler,  John  Campbell,  John  C.  GhamberlaiBii 
William  Cbambwlm,  Epaphroditaa  Champion,  Laag- 
doa  Cbeve*,  Martla  Chittenden,  Jamec  CoeluaB,  Joha 
Davennirt,  jun.,  Joospb  Doaha,  William  Ely,  Jaaae* 
Emolt,  William  Fiodley,  JonMban  Fiak,  MeiAMck 
Franklin,  Baiont  OerdeniaT,  Tbomaa  R.  Gold,  Edwiu 
Gray,  WiUian)  Hale,  Natbaaiel  A.  Haven,  DanM 
HatsMT,  J^thaa  H.  Hnbbard,  BbMMSM  HoaliagUB, 
Bicban]  Jackaon,  jun.,  Robeit  Jenkins,  Bachaid  H. 
Jebnsoa.  Tbntnas  Kemn,  William  Kennedy, Herman 
Kniekeiimofcer,  Robeit  Le  Boy  Livingalon,  AnrOK 
Lyle,  Vinoenl  MaRbewa,  Fleaaaal  M.  MUlet,  WUliaM 
Milnar,  John  Montcomery,  Thumea  Mooie,  JDnatbaar 
0.  Moaetey,  Qurdun  S.  Mumford,  Joaepb  Pearaon, 
Benjamin  Pickman, Jan.,  Ellaha  R.  Potter,  John  Ran< 
dolph,  John  Rea  of  Peon^lvaniii,  Matthias  Richsids, 
Eraalne  Root,  Ebenexev  Sage,  Tbomaa  Sunnon*,. 
Adam  B^beit,  Daniel  Shefli^,  Dennia  Bmetl,  John 
SmiKe,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 
Henry  Southard,  lUchaid  Stanford,  John  Stanley, 
Jamea  Stepbenaon,  Jacob  Swoope,.8amnel  TagfUt, 
John    Thompoon,    Uri    Tram,    "  —    — 

Chartea  Tsrner,  jun^,  NleboUi 
Wheatoo,  Etefciel    Whitman,    James    namM,    warn 
Robert  Witberapeon. 

jXrSD  SHATTUCE'S  CLAIM. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Clnims  on  the  petition  of  Jared  Sbatuick— 5d 
to  29. 

The  report  is  favoiWble  to  the  elumani— a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  this  person  having  in  two  former 
sessions  pas.'ied  this  Houe^  but  not  been  acceded 
to  in  [he  Senate. 

Mr.  ^fo^TaovEBv,ia  b  speech  of  some  length, 
opposed  lite  claim,  and  moved  that  the  Commit- 
tee rise,  wiih  a  view  lo  priming  the  paper*  re- 
lating to  the  claim,  tvhioli  he  conceived  was  not 
fully  underiiuod. 

This  motion  was  debated,  and  lost— 56  lo  43. 

The  repari  was  alae  debated,  *od  agreed  to— 
57  10  39. 

The  Committee  then  rose  nnd  reported  their 
agreement  to  the  report. 
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After  repriiidlr  raraaing  toidjonni,  the  Hon»« 
cooBrmed  ibe  report  of  ibe  CommJEtN  of  the 
Whotfr-56  lo  34,  ts  toHowr: 

YiAi — Jowph  Allan,  Willitai  AnderKin,  Barwcll 
Duntt,  AbiJKh  Bigeloir,  Williiin  Butler,  John  C. 
Chiinberlua,  Wm.  Chimberliii,  Epephroditni  Ctiim- 

Kn,  Merlin  ChitteDden,  John  DiTenport,  jllD.,  John 
mun,  WilDuH  Bry,  Jene*  Emolt,  William  Fied- 
ler, Berent  Gerdeaier,  Thonw  QholeoB,  Chwlai 
Ooldrtwmatli,  Fetereon  Ooodwrn,  Thoaie*  R.  Gold, 
WUtiam  Hale.  Nathtnid  A.  Hmrta,  Daoiel  HeietaT, 
Joaatlian  H.  Hubbard.  EbencMr  Huntinslaa,  Biefcud 
Jaduiui,  Jan.,  Robert  jenkina,  PhiMp  B.  uj,  Heraan 
KnickertMder,  Joeeph  Lewie,  Jan.,  Robert  Le  Ro; 
LiTLngtton,  Vincent  Matthew*,  Arehibdd  MeBryde, 
WilUan  McKinley,  Wtlliaei  Miln or,  Benjamin  P)ak> 
MU,  jnn.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun^  John  Porter,  Blkiia 
B<  Potter,  Joeiih  Quincy,  Joim  Rindnlph,  Ereatni 
Boot,  Adan  Sejbett,  Daniel  Sheilisy,  Dennii  Snelt, 
Riekerd  Steafbrd,  John  Btanley,  James  Slefbaveoit, 
JaMb  Swoope,  Samnel  Taggkn,  George  H.  Troop, 
Nkholae  Ven  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Hon,  KUliaa  K. 
Tea  Renanlaer,  Leban  Wheaton,  Etekiel  Whitnao, 
ead  JemM  Wilion. 

Nut— WfliU  Melon,  jnn.,  IHrU  Bard,  Adam 
Boyd,  Lanfdon  Chavea,  Jamee  Cochran,  William 
Gt«wford,  Joeeph  Deehe,  Jonetfaan  Fi^  Meehack 
Franklin,  StrelUel  Gannetl,  DaWd  8.  Gartind,  Jamea 
HoUand,  Aaron  Lyle,  Aleiander  McKim,  Stmucf  L. 
Mitchill,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholai  R.  Moere,  Thoe. 
Hoore,  Jareniah  Morrow,  Ourdon  B.  Mnmford,  TtMinai 
Netrton,  John  Rea  of  Peanayliania,  Joha  Rhea  of 
Tenneeeea,  John  Roane,  Ebeneeer  Safe,  llioaiaB  Seae- 
vwiM,  John  A.  Scndder,  Oeo^e  Smith,  CbiHee  Tnr- 
Mr,  Jan.,  Robert  Weekley,  Robert  Whit^ill,  Ridiard 
Winn,  Robert  Witbenpoon,  end  Robert  WilghL 

Tb9  report  waa  reretred  lu  the  Cooi 


a  report  «  bill  ace  on)* 


Claims,  With 
ingly. 

Thuhbdat,  JaDuiTj  31. 

Another  menber,  to  wit,  itoia  MaeraehuwtUi 
OaoHAao  Cook,  appmred,  and  took  his  seat. 

The  bill  rrom  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  aet  for 
tha  reUcf  of  Thomai  Gempbell,"  wai  reed  tnrjee, 
and  commiiied  lo  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  oa 
Ftide;  next. 

The  Speakeb  laid  before  the  Home  a  report 
froin  the  Poetmester  Qenerll,  oa  the  peiitioni  of 
the  Synod  of  Piitsburg,  and  oisnBdry  lohabitanls 
of  the  Western  covotrr.  In  the  Statee  of  Peno- 
■ytTania,  Vlr^ioie,  and  Ohio,  referred  on  the  4th 
and  18th  instant;  which  ma  read,  and  referred 
to  theCommiiiee  on  Post  Office*  and  Post  Roada, 


Diilriet  of  Colunibie,  presented  a  hill  lo  increase 
the  satarie*  of  the  Jad^ex  of  the  Circuit  Court  for 
the  District  of  Goluoibia;  which  was  read  twieej 
and  comioiiled  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

Hr.  Root,  from  the  Commillee  of  Claims,  pre- 
■CDted  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jared  Sbattnek; 
which  wfis  read  twice,  and  committed  to  n  Com- 
niiiee  of  the  Whole  on  Wcdoeeday  next. 

Oa  moiioa  of  Mr.  ttoiiiOT,  the  ComiBittce  tf 


the  Whole  were  disehareed  from  the  eoii>ideri< 
ioDof  ihebtit  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  aet 
lothorizing  the  diaeharge  of  Nathaatet  P.  Pos- 
dick  from  his  impHsonment;"  and  said  hill  was 
referred  to  the  nelect  commiitee  appoiaied  fester- 
day,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  eatitled  ■'An  act 
for  the  relief  of  William  Mitli." 

A  menufefrom  the  Senate  informed  tbeHonse 
that  the  Senale  hove  passed  a  bill,  entitled  *  An 
■et  ro«kia|[  eompeasaiLon  to  John  Eugene  Leil- 
Kendorfer,  forserriee*  rendered  the  United  State* 
in  the  war  with  Tripoli;"  to  which  they  dMiie 
the  concurrence  of  this  Hoose. 

A  meesage  waa  reeeired  from  the  Preaideil  of 
iha  United  Siatee,  IranamiitiDg  a  letter  Trom  the 
Charge  d'Affaires  of  the  United  States  at  ParH, 
to  the  Secretary  of  State;  and  another  from  ihe 
same  to  the  French  Minister  of  Pereigo  Rela- 
liont;  al*o.  two  letter*  from  the  Agent  of  the 
American  Consnl  at  Bordeaui  lo  the  Secretary 
of  Stale: — Referred  to  ihe  Committee  on  Foreiga 
Relaiioa*!  and  3,000capies  thereof  ordered  to  be 
printed  for  the  uae  of  the  member*. 

The  SpBAiaa  laid  before  the  Honse  a  lerter 
addressed  to  him  by  B.  H.  Latrobe,  Sarreyor  of 
the  Public  Buildings,  on  the  sabjeci  o{  the  fire 
which  look  place  on  the  roof  of  the  Capiol  thia 
morning;  which  was  read. 

An  tangrossed  bill  coneernlng  the  Bank  of  Alex- 
andria waa  read  ihe  third  time,  and  paisej — yea* 
90,  naya  33,  a*  fullows: 

Ysis — Joseph  Allen,  LCmusl  J.  Alston,  WtDis  Al- 
Ibo,  jr.,  Bnrwall  Bassstt,  William  W.  Bibb,  Abijah 
Bigriow,  Jamas  Bi«okearidce,  WilUaa  Bolkr,  WiU 
Kav  Ctnaberlin,  Epaphrodilo*  Chawaioa,  LaagAoM 
Cbares,  Hani*  Chittenden,  Matthew  Clajr,  Wdlbm 
Crawlted,  John  Darenport,  jr.,  John  Dawsoa,  Williaia 
Ely,  Janea  BmU,  tpka  W.  Eppes,  WiUiaa  Fiadtey, 
JaaadiaB  Fisk,  Mesbeek  Praakba,  Barsnt  Oardsnier, 
Gideon  Gardner,  Da^  8.  Oaifand,  Tboous  Gkolson, 
Obaries  Goldsbaronfh,  Pelerson  Ooodwya,  Tboaaa  B. 
Ootd,  Edwin  Gray.  WilUan  Hrie,  NalhaaM  A.  Haiaa, 
Daaiat  Hablar.  WiUaos  HehM,  JoDalhaa  B.HnbfaMd. 
Ebennar  HnntfaiilOB,  Riebard  JackaMijaM.,  Robert 
Jnkiua,  Waller  ^oei^  "nHwa*  Kaaaa,  Winiwi  Ke>- 
nedy,  Hermaa  Knickerbaeksr,  Jose^  Lewis,  jr.,  Rob- 
srt  1«  Roy  LirisgBloa,  John  Lore,  VineMil  MaUbewa, 
Arch'd  McBtyda,  Alexander  MeKim,  WUliaai  McEin* 
lay,  Fleasanl  M.  Millar,  William  MUnor,  BamiMl  L. 
HilchiU,  John  MontgMBety,  Nicfadas  R.  Moon,  Tbo- 
mas  Meore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseky, 
Thomas  Newton,  John  Mlehobon,  Joseph  Fssnen, 
Benjamin  nchman,  jr.,  Timothy  Pilfcio,  jri,  Joha  Por- 
Wr,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elwha  R.  Potter,  Jonah  tjaiocy, 
John  Rea  of  Pennsylnnia,  JiAn  Rbea  tf  Teoosasoe, 
Bbeneier  Beg«,  t<FDiBel  Bswyer,  John  A.  Bendder, 
Daniel  ShefTey,  Dennis  Broslt,  George  Smith,  John 
Stanley,  James  Stephenson,  Lewi*  B.  SInrges,  Jacob 
Swoops,  Samuel  Taggart,  John  TkesapMm,  Uri  Tracy, 
Oeotse  H.  Trtwp,  Nidlolas  Van  Dyke.  Archibald  Van 
Hotn,  KUIian  K.  Van  Ranaaelaer,  Laban  Wheaton, 
Eaekiel  Whitsaaa,  Richard  Wina,  Robwt  WUhei^ 
^ooB,  and  Robert  Wright. 

NArs— William  Anderson,  Baskial  Bacoa,  Darid 
Bsrd,  Adam  Boyd,  Willian  A.  Barwell,  Joa^  Cal- 
havB,  James  Cochran,  Jossirii  Deaha,  Barsiliai  Gan- 
nett, Jamaa  B«Ba«d,  Jaeob  Hul^,  Aama  Lyla,  Mat- 


IV  Google 


857 


HTSTOKT  OF  CONGRESS. 


858 


January,  IBll. 


Ameriean  NattigaH&n—MlMitnppi  lirritory. 


H.  OP  R. 


thiai  Biakarda,  itAa  Roue,  Brutm  Root,  Thonu 
fiaiaBMBB,  EbBDOHT  BoovoT,  Adun  Seybert,  Simnol 
Shaw,  JohB  Sniilie,  Hvuj  Soatluid,  Ricbard  BUBficd, 
and  Cbaika  Tnmar,  jr. 

REMOVAL  OP  JUDGES,  «x. 
Mr.  Wriomt  called  for  the  oooMdrraiioa  of  ihe 
Kfoluiioo  labtntiied  hj  him  oa  Wednctda;  lait, 
in  tb«  followiDg  word*: 

Raobied,  bv  llie  Seiutt  mif  Hatue  of  Bepr^hOa- 
tUa  of  the  VitHtd  Statt*  of  Amtriea,  m  Cmmn 
attttnbUd,  ta»4kirdi  of  Mk  Haattt  ameurrin^.  That 
dio  fbUawiDg  lactkiii  be  nbmiUcd  to  tha  LegujialDTai 
of  the  aavaral  Stitn;  whicb,  nbcn  Tati&ed  b^  die  Lo- 
gialatnraa  of  thrM-fonrthi  of  the  Blatea,  ifaall  be  nlM 
and  binding  aiaputof  ttwCoBititatiaaef  IheUniWd 
Btatsa: 

'■Dm  Judge*  of  tbe  Bnttrene  Coqit  and  iDferior 
ea«rtB,  may  b«  ramotMl  fteia  offioe  b^  the  joint  addreai 
of  tlie  Senate  and  Boiua  of  RepraaenuttTea  of  the 
United  Suiae." 

Mr.  W.  wished  it  eoniidered  barely  wilh  ■ 
tUwIob  refereDcs  toaComminee  of  ihe  Whole, 
and  to  make  it  ihe  order  oflEie  day  for  aome  dis- 
tant day. 

The  HoDM  refuted  to  coDiider  the  rnolution; 
S3  to  38. 

AMBBICAN  NAVIQATIOM. 
Mr,  Newton,  from  the  Cotnmiilee  of  Ci 
merce  and  Manaraoturea,  lo  whom  vaa  referred 
so  moeh  of  ihe  Message  of  the  Preaideni  of  ihi 
United  BiBlex  ts  relates  lo  tbe  naTigation  of  the 
United  Stales,  reported  tbe  following  bill 
A  Bill  to  tecnn  lo  Toueli  of  tLe  United  Statu  an 
aqnal  adiantige  in  oxportiRB  artielei,  the  growth 
or  produce  of  the  United  Statw,  to  loreign  porli, 
and  (or  other  pnrpoMi. 

Be  it  enadii,  4e-,  That,  from  and  after  the 

daj  of next,  1811,  the  eiportilton  afanj  article, 

the  growth  or  produce  of  the  United  8l*tei,  iball  be, 
Bod  ii  hereby  prohibited  in  ihipi  or  leneli  of  any 
nalion,  wboae  taw*  impoae  on  artlclei,  the  growth  or 
prodnoe  of  tbe  United  Stalea,  b^her  dntiee,  when  eat- 
lied  in  vaaaels  of  tbe  United  Statea  to  the  porta  of  itich 
nation,  than  are  impoaed  oa  the  nme  artktoa  when 
carried  in  TOaaali  of  anofa  aalioB  lo  it*  own  porta. 

:.  A»d  btitjortbtr  enatM,  That  any  riiip 


conbaiy  to  ihe  ^Tiiione  of  Ihii  act,  auch  ahip  or  t 
Ml,  logelher  with  her  cargo,  shall  be  ^ttcited,  a 
erery  peraon  concerned  or  aidiDg  in  tb»  Tiolation  of 
thia  act  ahall,  aeieially,  be  ml^ected  la  a  penalty  not 

exceeding dollar*,  nor  leea  than  —  dollar*.  ^ 

Sic  3.  And  bt  it  further  macttd.  That  all  finei, 
penoltiea,  and  Ibrfeilurea,  lecOTered  by  liilue  of  Uii* 
act,  ehall,  after  dedacting  all  proper  coat*  and  chargoa, 
he  ditpoHsd  of  ai  foUow*:  one  muety  Ibsll  be  ibr  tbe 
me  of  the  United  Stale*,  and  be  paid  into  tlie  Treaa- 
ury  thereof,  by  tbe  collector  receinng  the  lame  j  the 
other  inoictj  *b*tl  be  divided  between,  «nit  paid  in 
e^oil  propoition*  to  the  collector  and  n«Tal  officer  of 
the  diitrict,  mrreyor  of  the  pott,  and  inapeetora, 
wheroin  the  ease  shall  ha-re  been  intorred,  or  to  tn^ 
of  the  aaid  officer*  a*  ther*  may  be  in  the  dialrict ; 
and  in  diitijcta  where  only  one  of  the  a£neaaid  offieara 
Aaa  han  been  cMabliibed,  (b«  awd  sMiaey  ihall  b« 


each  officer :  Pr«mded,  nevtrlhekM,  Thai  in 
where  aueh  pesaltlee,  fine*,  and  tbrfeitorei, 
shall  be  recovered  in  pursuance  of  iofimnation  givMl 
lo  *ach  collector  by  any  peraon  other  than  Ihe  natal 
officer  or  auneyor  of  the  diatrict,  the  one-faalf  of  ancb 
moiety  ahall  be  given  lo  such  informar,  and  Ihe  remain* 
der  thereof  shall  be  di*po*ed  of  betweun  Iha  collector, 
naval  officer,  mrfoyor,  or  lurveyors  and  inspeelon, 
in  manner  Broreaaid.;  FrovidaJ,  alto,  T|iBt  where  any 
tne*,  forleilure*,  and  peniltie*  incurred  by  virtue  of 
this  act,  are  recovered  in  contequence  of  any  inronna- 
tion  given  by  any  officer  of  a  revenue  cotter,  they 
ritall,  alter  dednctiDg  tit  proper  coat*  aod  charges,  be 
diapoaed  of  aa£>llow«:  one-fonrth  shall  be  for  tbe  nae 
•Ttha  United  Statea,  and  paid  into  the  Treanr? 
tfaared'  in  mannei  as  befine  directed ;  oM-borth  aail 
fae  the  ^Bcars  of  the  autom^  to  Iw  dietiibaled  ae 
ber^baiea*  set  iiMhi  and  Uie  jemaisder  dieraof  to 
tbe  offioan.ef  s«eh  cMtat,  lo  be  divided  aaong  Iben 
aareaably  to  Iboi  pay.  And  promdei  lUttmu,  Thtf 
Meaevar  a  aaiaure,  eondaipaatioii,  and  Mle  of  goods, 
wares,  er  merchandiae,  i^l  take  place  withra  the 
United  Statea,  and  the  value  thereof  dull  he  less  than 
two  hundred  aad  fifty  doUais,  that  part  of  the  iorfeit- 
nre  which  accrue*  to  the  United  Stttei^  or  so  macb 
thereof  e*  may  be  Decenary,  shall  be  applied  lo  tba 
payment  of  the  cost  of  proaecutioo :  And  t(  is  further 
proBubd,  Tbst  if  any  officer,  or  other  penon  entitled 
to  a  part  or  *ban  of  any  of  tiie  fines,  penalties,  or  fat- 
feitai«s,  iacaned  in  virtue  ef  this  act,  shall  be  necea- 
■aiy  *a  a  witness  on  the  trial  for  such  fine,  penalty,  or 
lirMtnre,  *ueh  officer,  or  other  pBr*on,  may  be  a  wil- 
ne«*  upon  the  said  trial:  but,  in  such  a  ca*e,  be  shall 
not  raceite  or  be-entitled  to  say  part  or  share  of  the 
said  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture,  and  tha  part  or  shal* 
10  whic^  he  otherwise  woald  hava  been-  entitled  iball 
levert  to  the  United  Statea. 

8ic.  4.  And  be  it  furlhtr.  enaeled.  That  when  any 
nation  ahall  repeal  all  aUtnte*  impoaing  probibitwna, 
or  laying  countervailing  ilulie*  on  intpoitatlon*  into, 
or  eipartatioo*  from,  the  port*  of  such  nation,  of  anjr  . 
article  of  merchanilite  whatsoever,  in  ship*  or  veaiaUof 
the  United  States,  on  satisfactoiy  proof  being  given  to 
the  Precident  of  the  Unit«d  Sute*  of  the  repeal  of 
such  laws,  all  actsMf  the  United  State*  which  prohilut 
exportatiana  ttma,  or  lay  conntervailing  dutiea  on,  in* 
portation*  into  the  porta  of  the  United  States  of  aiqr 
article  of  mardiandiae  whalaoever  iff  veasel*  af  tadk 
nation,  ahall  be,  and  tha  aane  are  hereby  lapealad. 
The  bill  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

MISSISSIPPI  TERRITORY. 
The  Hoase  reiiolvrd  lltelf  into  a  CommittM 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  select  com- 
mittee in  favor  of  admitting  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory into  the  Udioii  on  an  equal  fooling  wilb 
the  original  Statea. 

A  dtaultory  debate  of  two  or  thne  boars  look 
place  cit  the  resolaiion. 

Haaira.  PotNOBXTBH,  JtMRsON,  GaoLBon,Ma- 
Kix,  SBErvEY,  HoLLAMn,  and  Whioht,  spoEoin 
faror  of  the  re^'Olutloo,  and  Meiers.  Baook,  PtT- 
KiH,  Q.i7tR0T,  BioBLOW,  and  Blaiaiiell,  agkinat 
it.  The  arguments  in  faro^  of  it*  passage  irtn, 
among  others,  that  the  Territory  could,  when 
pQasessiog  a  popalatioo  of  60,000,  claim  admis- 
sioD  aaariffhl;  that  it  noweonlaioed  probabi; 
iafigo,  and-wwld,  more  than  probably,  before  « 
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RepretenUtire  eould  be  rWted  under  the  ne«r 
C(tn«iiU(ion,aoD>RiD  full«0.000  souN ;  that,  after 
adniitii»7  Ofleabi  to  the  rank  or  a  BiBte,  with  a 
tninur  popaUtion,  at  tlie  preient  Bpsiian,  ii  would 
be  the  height  of  mjusrice  lo  refuM  ihe  BBioe  priv- 
ilege 10  Mississippi,  which  hid  been  to  much 
longer  a  part  of  the  united  leiritorv,  and  against 
the  admissLoD  of  which  into  the  Union  Duae  of 
the  Convtitatioiial  objections  had  weight  which 
bad  been  urged  Bgainst  the  admissioo  of  Orleaoa. 
The  opponcDtB  of  ihe  reM>laiion  atfiued  that 
some  respect  wai  due  Ic  the  feeliogi,  however 
gfoaoded,  of  the  Easiern  SiaiM,  in  lelttioa  to 
the  crealton  of  new  Stales  od  the  Weatera  wa 
.Uts;  that  the  adniiMOD  of  ona  Sraie  during  a 
aeMioD  wa*  auffiaieDt;  if  two  w*r«  •deaiiied  m- 
to  the  Union  in  the  eoDrae  of  thrM  nonlbi,  ih« 
people  of  the  EasMro  Ekates  •woiHi)  be  jnetlf 
klarmed  at  the  diminulioo  of  thtir  relative  weight 
fn  the  *eale  of  the  Uoion ;  that,  sinee  it  was  ae- 
knowledsed  the  new  ^tate  could  not  be  repre- 
aented  before  the  ihir(e«iith  Coogreix.  there  could 
be  DO  oeca«ion  for  presning    ihia  suDJeet  ao  ui- 

!|eDt]v  at  ibis  time.  Why  not,  it  was  asked,  wait 
or  the  actual  census  of  the  Territory  t  The 
Terf  solicitude  which  was  maaife»ted  lo  get  this 
■abject  through  CuagrcM,  it  was  said,  showed 
there  waa  lonicihing  wroo^,  and.was  a  Urong 
•rsumeDt  Kgaioit  the  adoptioo  of  the  reiolutioa. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  ia  Committee  of 
the  Whole-^yet  62. 

The  Committee  roM,  aed  reported  tbait  agiw> 
Bent  to  the  reaolaiioD. 

Mr.  PtTKiM  moved  to  poatponr  the  further  dob- 
aideratioQ  of  Ihe  subject  in defl Di let r>— Motion 
loai—yeai  45,  5«ft  69- 

Several  UDsneeessfal  motions  were  made  to  ad' 
JoDrn,  and  to  lay  the  subject  on  the  (able,  in  order 
to  read  a  Messare  which  had  been  presented  from 
the  President  of  the  United  Srate*. 

The  question  w*s  theft  taken  to  cooear  with 
Ihe  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  their  BgreeiAent 
to  Ihe  said  resolution,  and  resolved  in  the  affirm- 
ative—yeas  68,  nays  47,  as  follows : 

Tiss — LoMOsl  J.  AlHan,  Willk  Alston,  jwu.  Wil- 
liam AadMMD,  Onid  Ban),  BnriraU  BsMrtt,  WiBiMn 
W,  Bibb,  Robert  Brown.  WUUam  A.  BarwsU,  WU- 
Sam  Butler,  Jwicpb  Cilhoon,  Ltngdon  Cheves,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  Jas»  Caehnn.  'William  Cnwford,  John 
DawsoD,  Joaeph  Deaba,  Jahn  W.  Eppes,  William  Find- 
ley,  Mflshack  Franklin,  GiJeoo  Qirdner,  David  8. 
Garland,  Thomsj  Qholion,  Peteraon  Ooodwjn,  Daniel 
Heister,  William  Het™,  Jamee  HoUand,  Jacob  Hufty, 
Ricbsid'  M.  Johnnon,  Thomas  Kenan,  William  Ken- 
Bedy,  John  LoTe,  Aaron  Lyie,  Nathaniel  Macon,  8am- 
mI  McKmi,  Afatiandor  MoKiin,  WilHsta  MeKiolaj, 
Fleaaant  M.  Miller,  BanQel  L.  Mitdull,  JoIm  Momt- 
mMatftj,  Nidioks  R.  Hoow,  TbopuM  Mmv^  Jeremiah 
Haimw,  Tluwai  Newton,  John  Nkholsoa,  John  Por- 
ter, Jaha  itea  of  Psnnayltania,  John  Bhea  ftfTennaa- 
aec,  Maabiai  Bichards,  Samuel  Ringgold,  Jobn  Roane, 
Erastus  Root,  EbaoeHr  Sage,  LcidimI  Sawyer,  Samael 
Shaw,  Daniel  8h«0by,  Denuis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,' 
Geo.  Smitb,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Heni;  Saulh- 
•ril,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  Junior,  Jlobert 
Weakley,  Roberl  Whilehill,  Richard  Winn,  R< ' 
Witherapoos,  and  Robert  Wright. 


ITS— JoMpb  Allan,  BiAtel  Bacon,  AMjaA  Kge- 
low,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  James  Brackenridge,  John  C. 
CkamberlaiQ,  Wm.  Chambeilin,  EpaphroditBa  Cbam- 


Charlei  OoldsbDronKh.ThDmM  B.  Geld,  WiiUaa  Hale, 
Nathaniel  A.  Haven.  Jonathaa  H.  Habban^  Efccnosr 
HmilJBgtM,  RJehaid  Jacfcaon,  jr^  Babert  Iwiias,  Jo- 
seph Lewis,  jr.,  Robert  Le  ttoj  LiviBffi«o«,  Vwcent 
Matthews,  WilUam  Miliuv,  Jaaalhan  O.  Haaal^.GBr- 
don  3.  Humliinl,  Joaeph  Peaiaoo,  Baajamin  Pickmaa, 
jr„  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Blisha  R.  Pottec,  Joaiah  Qbidc^, 
Thomas  Sammons,  John  A.  ScuiUm,  Richard  Staft- 
Jbid,  John  Btaolay,  James  StephaasoD,  Lawia  B.Stai' 
gcs,  Jaoob  Swoopa,  Samosl  Taggait,  Uii  Timcj,HiA.- 
otai  Van  Dyke,  KUtisn  K.  Van  Banaaal— r,  Uban 
Wheaton,  Bietiel  Whitman,  and  Jamea  Wilson. 

Ori^td,  That  Mr.  PoiimxTEa,  Bit.  HcKck, 
Mr.  Uorrr,  Mr.  Andimoh.  Mr.  STCiaEa,  Hi. 
Van  RaKaaBi.ABR,knd  Mr.  Gloptcmi,  do  pre^aie 
and  bring  in  a  bill,  pursuant  to  the  stiid  raeolmiDa. 

FaioaT,  F^narf  1. 

A  motioD  was  made,  by  Mr.  Oakdbiiiki:,  ibtt 

the  House  do  dow  adjoarn  ;  and  the  qaatioa 

thereon  being  taken,  it  was  detenaiaed  ta  tiie  n^- 


mabing  compenaatioa  to  Joha  Eugene  Lwiaea- 
dorfer,  for  services  rendered  the  United  States  in 
the  war  with  Tripoli,''  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
miited  to  the  Committee  of  Claints, 

The  following  Message  was  received  fram  tfia 
PaBsEOBN'T  or  TBE  United  States: 
Ta  the  Houtc  i/  R^aattativa  of  the  Urtitti  Statu  .- 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Reprsseatativaa  a  rapoil 
of  the  Seoretarj  of  War,  complyug  with  their  naela- 
tion  of  tin  Slat  instant. 

3AHE8  MADISON. 

Jaaviai  31,  I8II. 

The  MMMgc  having  b««B  ttmA,  «aa  raferted  to 
the  GSmmitteB  appointed  ofi  that  part  of  the  Pte- 
sideet'a  Ueaaage  of  the  6tk  of  Decambat,  which 
talates  to  the  land  foieea  and  fattiSoatiaaa  of  tbe 
United  Siaiea. 

Mr.IlooT,frcni(beCoaMitaeofClaiBa,made 
a  raportoa  the  petition  of  Hopley  Yeaton,  refeired 
on  ibe  ilth  December  last;  whieh  was  read, «ad 
the  Rsolaiion  therein  eoniained  eonearred  in  by 
the  House,  as  follows: 

That  Ae  petitioner  "  praya  Aat  pioriwen  may  ba 
made  for  his  support  fbr  Ibe  fsw  renaining  dtjt  of  bis 
Itfe,"  incDnaiderstianofbis  services  in  the  KerehitioD, 
and,  rince  that  time,  in  the  eonunand  i^  a  nmntiie 
cutler.  His  age  and  inGrmities  are  mged  in  snppait 
of  hie  daim.  The  committee  can  discenr  ao  right  w 
CongrcM  to  grant  as  mera  gialuities  the  money  of  ^he 
nation  lo  any  individnal,  however  meritorions  his  con- 
duct might  have  been.  They  tknebre  recommend 
that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  wittiilraw  hia  petitioD. 

JitMolved,  Thai  the peti(ioDe[haveLea.TeiowiiA- 
draw  his  petition. 

PAT  OF  OFFICBRB  Or  THE  NATT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BisBETT  the  House  resolred 
ICtelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  fol- 
io wiog  bill : 
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Pay  tf  Ogieer*  vf  the  Navy. 


H.  or  R. 


A  BtU  ioMlitiDii  to  tba  pannNU  ud  imtioni  of  the 
'  oSoHiaf  theNkVjp. 

"Beit  enaeftd  4«-,  Thtt  the  dffiecn  of  thi  Nbt^ > 
when  not  io  aota*!  senicB,  shall  rtcafy*  lUs  ration* 
allowed  bj  lair,  «tMpt  whM  fbriooghed  for  a  definite 
pniod  of  time,  with  permiaaion  to  le«te  th»  Unittd 
State*. 

Bbo.  S,  And  bt  it  fiiri/ur  taaeltd,  That  m* 
oOBimaDdanliWhilalcominandiDg  aaj  of  the  Toaaelaaf 
the  United  Biataa.  (halt  be  entitled  la  TeMi*e  one  n> 
lion  in  addition  to  thoea  hdw  altoned  by  law. 

Sac.  a.  .^td  beitfurthf  maeled.  That  midihip- 
men  ahall  be  aUowsa  two  ration*  inatead  of  one  aa 
heratOfoTB.  r       ' 

Sic.  4.  And  be  ii  further  enaclai,  Thatifanjoffi- 
oer  of  the  Navy  ihairdie  by  rsaion  of  ■  wound  receiv- 
ed in  (he  tine  of  bii  duty,  leaving  a  widow,  or  if  no 
widow,  a  child  or  children  nnder  aiiteen  jeara  of  age, 
each  widow,  or  if  no  widow,  >acb  child  or  children, 
■ball  be  entitled  to  receive  Inlf  the  maMhty  pay,  to 
whicb  the  deceued  wai  entitled  at  Ae  time  of  trie 
death,  or  at  the  time  of  lacciTing  the  wound  ;  which 
allowance  ahalt  oonArae  Ibr  and  daring-  tba  term  of 
fire  yean.  But  in  c«ae  of  the  death  or  iDtoRnarriage 
of  such  widow  befine  the  eipintion  of  th«  laid  Hnn 
«f  ^*e  yeara,  the  half  ^y  firm  nmaiader  of  tka  term 
■hall  go  to  die  iMd  or  duldmn  of  tb*  nid  daeeMad 
officer:  Fropidtd,  That  audi  half  pay  ehalL  naMon 
the  iloat.h  of  endt  child  or  ehildien  i  and  tlia  mou^ 
reqnirad  for  thia  poipoae  ahall  be  t>aid  sot  of  the  Na*; 
paDaioD  fnnd,  Dodei  die  diMction  tf  the  oMnninioiun 
of  that  fund." 

Adeealiory  toDTersation  took  place  inrelaiioa 
to  the  proviawDB  of  exiatiDg:  laws  oa  this  aub- 

Ur.  Badom,  who  with  otbcrs  was  of  opiDion, 
that  ibe  emolummis  of  officon  of  ibe  N«ty 
were  already  amplj  iufiici«Dt,  a*  erinocd  by  the 
numeioua  appliouiona  for  any  Taeancy  oeouHiag 
in  the  navai  lerTJee,  mored  to  strike  oat  the  first 
•eclioD  of  tlie  bill,  with  a  view  to  nuke  asimilar 
moiioD  eucceantrelf  ia  rdation  to  tYerj  seetioa 
of  the  bill. 

Thin  mottoQ  waa  oppoacd  by  Henn.  BAsaaTT, 
Wbivbt,  ^Dd  MiTQHii^  oa  the  pounda  «f  the 
pecallanty  of  the  sMt^n's  siiaauon,  bis  babila 
uafittiag  bim^rrom  obtaining  a  lifelibwMl  by  say 
other  atoettioD,  4be. 

The  motion  to  airtka  eat  the  first  MOtios  was 
aarried,  58  to  35. 

Hr.  hkoon  then  mortd  to  atrihe  out  the  Sd 
•nd  3d  Be« I ioB.— Carried. 

Mr.  Sm ILIB  moTed  to  strips  out  the  fourth  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  not  becaose  he  objected  to  it  in 
prinelpla,  bat  beeanae  ii  waa  coaSned  to  officers, 
and  did  not  propoee  to  extend  the. benefit  loMa- 

Ur.BuuBTTopposed  the  aioilon,and  aupported 
Ihe  aaeUoQ  oa  the  ground  that  it  proposed  to  ex- 
tend to  the  officers  of  the  Navy  the-same  pririieges 
that  were  meoded  to  those  of  the  Army.  ■  If  the 
■eetioa  vas  not  aufficiently  comprebenaiTe,  it 
was  eompeteoi  to  any  gentleman  to  propioae 
ameadnieaiB  withoat  destroying  the  seotiea  al- 
to set  her. 

Mr.  PiCKMAKBBdotlKr gentlemen  oppoaed  the, 
Bioiion.  . 


The  motion  to  strike  out  tbe  4th  section  was 

Mr.  MiTCHiLL  and  Mr.  Rhea  soceessiTely 
msUe  motJODs  to  make  the  pennioas  &c.,  pnyable 
out, of  tbe  TreHEury,  under  the  diBereiion  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Nary  inaipad  of  out  of  the  Navy 
pensiuQ  faad.    These  motions  having  failed  of 


Mr.MiTCHiLLtlien  renewed  the  motion  to  strike 
out  ihe  fourth  section  of  (he  bill ;  which  was  car- 
ried, 3S  to  34. 

The  Committee  then  roaeaod  reported  that  they 
had  stricken  ont  all  the  sections  of  the  bill. 

The  House  asreed  to  oonsiderlbe  report  of  the 
Committee  of  tbe  Whole. 

The  question  being  about  to  b«  taken  OD  con- 
earring  with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in 
strikio;  out  the  three  first  sections,  «o  ai>  to  taka. 
the  qnestfqh  separately  on  striking  ont  the  4tk 
seciitra— 

Mr.  W.  Alston  raored  to  postpone  the  fbrthef 
cons ide ratio t)  of  the  subject  indefinitely. 

The  question  was  decided  by  yeas 'and  nays; 
when  there  were  for  indefiaile  postponement  60. 
against  it  53,  as  follows : 

Ysia— Lemuel  J.  Alsinn,  WiUis  Alston,  jun.,EM- 
kiel  Bseon,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Adam  Boyd,  Bobert 
Brown,  William  A.  Burwtll,  William  Butlei,  Joseph 
Calhouu,  Gpaphroilhua  Champion,  Matthew  Clay, 
JkoiBi  Cochnui,  Richard  Cotta,  John  Davenport,  jun., 
Joseph  Desha,  WilUsm  Ely,  William  nndley,  Methack 
f  rsjiklin.  Banillu  OaJinett,  David  8.  Osrlsnd,  Peter- 
eon  Ooodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Daniel  Heister,  James 
Holland,  Jacob  Bnfty,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  William 
Kenoedj,  Aatan  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Samuel  Hc- 
Kee,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Thomas  Naw- 
bohl,  Timothy  Pitkiti,  jnn.,  John  Pertcr,  J^n  Ilea 
of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  TeansMse,  Mettbias 
Riekaids,  John  Roane,  Eraatn*  Root,  EbaaeaoT  Sa(a, 
Thomas  Sam mons, Lemuel  8rwye(,JohD  A.Bcaddet, 
EbeUeier  Seafer,  Adam  Seybeit,  Bsmori  Shan,  John 
9milie,  Oaarge  Baiith,  Saanel  Smitb,  B»Diy  Sonth- 
■rd.  Richard  Stanford,  Jacob  Bwoope,  SamneJ  "^tt' 
gart,  John  Thompson,  George  H.  Traup,  Ohailes 
Tmner,  Jan.,  Robeit  Weakl<7,  Lahao  Whaalnn,  and 
Bc^Mst.whitehUl. 

NiKi — Joseph  Allsn,  WiUam  Ajidencin,  BnmD 
Buaett,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  JaoM*  Breckeniidfe,  John 
Campbell,  John  C.  Cbsmhei'lain,  William  Chambet- 
lin,  Langdon  Chevea,  Martin  Chittenden,  William 
Ciawfoid,  Jvnes  Emotl,  Barent  Gardenier,  Chartea 
Goldiborongh,  William  Hale,  Ifsthanlel  A  Haven, 
William  Belma,  Gbenezer  Huntington,  Richard  Jack- 
ion,  jun.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Waller  Jones,  Thomas 
Kenan,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Robert  Le  Soy  Lit- 
ingston,  John  Lore,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  Mc- 
Btrde,  Aleiandet  McKim,  William  MeKiniey,  PleuanC 
H.  Miller,  WillUm  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  MitchUI,  John 
Montgomery,  Niefaola*  R.  Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Moaeley, 
Gordon  8.  Mnmfbrd,  Thmnas  Newton,  Benjamin  Pick- 
man,  jnnioi,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Samuel  Hinggold,  Daniel 
BbWiey,  DeniuB  Smelt,  John  ami^,  John  Stanley, 
James  Stef^nson,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Uri  Tracy, 
Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Bom,  KilUan  K. 
Van  Renseelaet,  Emkiel  Whinoan,  Robert  Withw- 
apoon,  and  Robert  Wright. 

So  the  bin -was  indefinitely  poatpontd. 
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A  moik>n  ma  made  by  Mr.  Qabosiiibb,  that 
Ihe  Houw  do  DoW  adjoura  ;  lad  the  queixioD  be- 
io^  taken  ihrreoD,  it  wai  determined  id  lh«  neg- 
atiTe— irea*  20,  nayi  63. 

Mr.  R&KDOLra,  from  Ihe  comniitEee  to  whom 
were  reierred  ibe  several  bilU  from  the  Senate  to 
ioeorporate  (he  Bank  of  Potomac ;  10  ioeorporale 
Ibe  Farmen'Sankof  Aleiaadria;  to  iocorponte 
the  Bank  of  Wa!>hingLon ;  and  lo  ioeorDoraie  the 
Udjod  Bank  of  Qeorgetowo ;  reporteo,  in  part, 
the  agreemeot  of  the  committee  to  the  fint-meo- 
tionca  bill,  with  tmeDdmenti. 

COMMERCIAL  INTERCOURSE. 

Ur.  Bfpbb  moved  to  diicbarse  ihe  Commit- 
tee of  ihe  Whole  from  the  furloer  coo  tide  ratio  a 
of  th*  bill  Bupplciiieaurr  to  the  act  eoQCcroing 
commerce,  due,  for  ihe  purpoie  of  recanimiltiog 
the  bill  lo  the  commitiee  who  reported  it. 

Mr.  QoLnasoBonoH  wished  the  gentleman  to 
Mate  the  reason*  which  ureed  him  to  move  ■  re- 
eommiimenl  of  the  bill-  It  was  luail,  in  aueb 
eases  to  ilaie  the  g'^^'"^'  "^  '''^  molioo. 

Mr.EpPEasaid  be  bad  uoobjeeiion  to  state  the 
reasons  wbieh  operated  with  liim.  The  bill  eon- 
tained  rarioui  provisions  respecting  enforcing 
the  law  of  Mrt^B'I-  "^^^^  n  on -intercourse  went 
into  operaiioo  to-dif.  It  bad  been  considered  by 
the  Commiltee  of  Foreign  Retaiions,  that,  in  the 
present  aspect  of  ourafldirs,  it  would  lie  betiet  lo 
provide  for  the  relief  of  our  own  cidiens,  and 
suspend  ihe  passage  of  the  law  f^r  enrorciog  the 
aoO'lniercoufie,  until  the  doubts  hangioK  over 
our  foreign  iclaiiODs  were  dissipated.  Under 
these  impressioos,  tbe  Commiltee  bad  thought  it 
proper  that  a  distinct  bill  «t>ould  be  repoiied,  to 
■dmit  to  entry  all  vesaels  sailing  from  Qreat  Brit- 
tin  after  the  Kcoad  of  February. 

Mr.  RAitiKit.PB  wished  to  know  whelhet  it  was 
in  order  lo  make  a  moiioa  amendatory  of  tbe 
motion  for  reeommitmeDt  1 

Tbe  SpBAKBa  replied  in  the  affirmatire. 

Mr.  RamoLPB  said  he  had  attended  the  House 
with  great  auieiy  yesterday,  wt(h  a  Tirw  la 
make  tbe  moiion  which  he  was  now  about  to  tub- 
mil  aa  an  amendment  to  ibaC  under  consideration, 
but  could  not  proeare  the  floor.  The  amend- 
meat  which  be  wished  to  propose,  Mr.  R.  said, 
was  one  which  be  should  kave  wished  to  hare 
offered  in  the  s^spe  of  a  separate  resoluiion,  and 
which  became  down  lo  the  House  to-day  pre- 
pared to  offer.  Ue  should  make  but  few  prefa- 
tory remarks  on  ihU  subject.  Time  was  short; 
WIS  precious;  and,  above  all, .he  abould  wish  the 
House  10  act  with  promptitude,  io  whatsoever 
manner  ii  might  decide  on  ihiiquesiion.  It  would 
be  remembered-^nd,  realty,  nothing  was  farther 
from  his  wish,  nothing  was  farther  Trom  his  pol- 
icy, than  a  desire  lo  ereaie  an  uopLeaHOI  seoM- 
lioa  or  reflection  in  the  mind  of  any  member  of 
this  House — it  would  be  reeolleeted,  he  said,  that 
we  had  made  a  sort  of  reircAi  from  the  emba^o 
to  the  non-iQiereourse  law.  Among  the  objec- 
tions which  then  suggested  tbemMl*se  to  the 


ffieods  as  well  as  tbe  opponeMa  af  thai  Uw,  lb* 
ingenious  one  wbieh  has  been  taken  in  France 
acTer  once  oecnrred;  it  was  not  coaieaded,  he 
oeliered,  ibat  it  would  give  to  that  QoTernmeat 
a  plea  for  heavy  retaliaiioo  oo  uk.  Soeb,  how- 
CTcr,  waa  the  facL  The  eetiaestratiant  aad  eo»' 
flseaiionsof  American  property  in  F ranee,  Itaee 
baea  made  arawedly  in  retaliauon  of  the  noa-in- 
tercoarae  taw  namber  one.  Fram  that  law,  how- 
ever, weeseaped  to  another  positJM^  ebaagcd  oar 
front,  aad  look  poet  on  tbe  net  (he  forgot  tbe  till* 
of  it)  eoaeeraiog  eommereial  inlereoorac,  Ac. — 
the  net  of  last  eesnon.  Aad  now,  Mr.  R.  aid,  ri 
seemed  they  were  lo  have  a  modiSeatioa  of  that. 
In  some  parts  it  was  to  be  pared  away,  wvakeaed, 
like  some  parts  of  this  building  ;  in  others  bat- 
iretted  and  supporied,  oo  mailer  ai  what  expense 
of  public  pTOaperity  or  happiness ;  one-balf  the 
building  in  a  itale  of  magniGcent  repair,  ihc 
other  leaky,  and  aafit  for  the  residence  of  homaa 

Noihigg  WBi  farther  from  his  wish,  Hr.  R. 
said,  than  to  enter  into  a  detailed  expoeiiioo  of 
our  foreign  relations,  but  be  aeked  all  sides  of  ibs 
House  to  lay  their  hands  on  ifaeir  hearts  aarf  ask 
ihemeelves  what  beaefits  bad  accrocd  from  the 
aon  iotereoorM  law  No  1,  and  that  of  last  aer 
Noo,  No,  21  Why  did  iheyeootlnneoa  Aestat- 
uie  book  those  acts  1  Why  were  these  measaree, 
totally  imbecile  a*  relates  to  foreigB  Powers,  alto- 
gether inade<tuate  as  to  coercion  on  ihem,  sndered 
10  remain  in  exislenee?  Let  me  draw  a  abort 
pieture,  said  Mr.R.  Let  us  sonoae  a  Liverpool 
!<hip,  containing  the  coiioo  and  tobaceo  of  iba 
Sonihern  States,  arriving  in  Kn^faad,  was  eon- 
fiscaieds  and  Ihe  proceeds  paid  into  ihe  British 
Bxehequer  on  (he  plea  of  retaliatioo  to  that  aoa- 
iotereoarse  law,  wbieh  noquestionablj  ilid  affect 
Oreat  Britain  as  much  as  it  did  France.  Lei  as 
suppose,  in  cooseqneace  of  the  passage  of  ihe  law 
relaiiag  locommerotel  iatereoarae,  theMarqaia 
Wellesley  writes  lo  Mr.  Pinkney  a  very  poUta 
note,  ioforming  him  thai  inasmuch  as  we  are  dis- 
pMsd  to  withdraw  our  measare,  so  hostile,  the 
edicts  onder  which  oar  property  had  bean  seqaee- 
lered  should  besuspendedeondmonally;  that  Mr. 
Pinkney,  in  rejoinder,  wriiai  a  verf  civil  noie  m 
know  wbai  is  10  be  done  wiih  the  mooerT  the  pro- 
ceeds of  sequestered  American  cargoes  locked  op 
io  Ihe  Treaiarv  vaults,  and,  thai  tbe  Marquis 
should  reply,  W^hy,  as  to  that  a&ir,  the  priacwsa 
of  reprisal  will  fovera  iL  1  will  say  nothiaget  iha 
seamen  lying  io  ihednngeons  of  France;  not  that 
I  feel  less  for  the  right*  of  man  than  for  the  righta 
of  property,  bat  boMUse  that  eulgcet  does  aoi  ap- 
pear to  have  been  looehed  in  the  notes  from  our 
Minister  to  the  Minister  of  France;  ot,  if  scjBinied 
at,  nol  deigned  to  be  noticed  br  thai  Hioister  ia 
reply.  ThePresident  of  the  Uaited  Swtea,  said 
Mr.  R.,  (continuing  his  hypothesis,)  on  the  day 
00  which  the  promissOTy  note  beeomaa  payable, 
issues  a  prodamatJoa  in  which  ha  suspend^  this 
acl  respeeiing  eommereial  inlereoBrtc  I  will 
suppose  thai,  on  the  first  of  Jaoaary,  a  vernal 
leaves  Liverpool  conveying  a  aote-frtim  Ur.  Pink- 
ney, from  our  Consul,  Mr.  Maarf,  from  asj  agent, 
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howerer  low  in  Ih«diploinatie-ickte,  staliog  that 
■11  tba  reswia  on  vhicb  ifaeae  dfetees  could  op- 
erate bad  beeo  put  ia  a  stale  of  Eequcstrvlion,  (say 
OQ  the  8Lh  of.  December,}  would  it  be  poxtiUe  for 
us,  ho»e-ver  well  diipoaed,  to  ^lon  oret  ihia  Tile 
conduct  3  to  believe  that  official  edflce  bad  not 
been  rcc«iTed  >t  London  in  time  for  aa  order  to 
arrive  thence  before  the  first  of  Jannarf?  But, 
in  ibe  ease  in  que*tioD,  oar  agent  did  noi  teaide 
at  a  diataat  port,  bat  at  Paris;  so  tbat  there  was 
•n  intetral  between  the  8th  of  Deeeinber  and 
lit  of  Jantiary,  ia  which  to  send  an  order  fot  the 
releaee  of  those  Tessels  to  Bordeaux.  I  will  sap- 
pose,  ia  addition  to  all  tbi^  that  en  Araeriean  fri- 
gate, at  tempting  lo  enter  the  porta  of  Great  Brit* 
■in,  when  m  this  act  of  amilr,  ia  iVeated  with 
indixoity,  aid  compelled  to  perform  quamDtin& 
I  asE  )Pou,  sir,  if  the  proceeds  of  the  eottoe  aad 
lobrteeo  of  the  Southern  ]rfaiil<t^  instead  of  beiiif 
deposited  in  ibcir  pockclf,  ms  leoked  up  in  the 
British  Treasnr)',  aod  they  were  told  tbt  it-wee 
a  retaUaiory  mearare,  and  must  be  settled  bf  lbs 
law  of  reprinl — 1  ask  whether  we  should  not 
have  war  Bgaioii  tbat  eouB  try  in:  four  and  iwettty 
houral     Unqueitionabtjr  we  weald. 

But,  Mr.  iL  said,  bis  object  was  not  to  make 
war.  Hiscaperieneeof  the  temper  of  the  House, 
however  strongly  his  inclination  might  be  that 
way,  had  certainly  operated  a  prevestive  cure 
upon  aLaydispasiiion  he  might  find  within  him- 
eelf  to  torn  knigbl  errant.  All  he  would  wish 
to  press  upon  the  Home  was,  the  piopriely  of, 
relieving  the  President  of  (be  United  States  from 
the  dilemma  in  whieh  he  mast  now  stand,  in 
eouseqaence  of  hia  proelamation,  by  an  immedi* 
ate  repeal  of  tbal  law  of  commereial  intnconne 
10  which  this  new  bill  from  Ibe  Committee  of 
Forevn  Relations  is  lupplementary.  Mr.  B., 
tberefote,  nMred,  by  wmy  of  amendment,  tbal 
the  ComaKitteeof  Foreign  Relntions  beiDstract' 
ed  10  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  the  bill  respecting 
eommereiftJ  intercoarse  between  ikeUnilea  States 
and  Qreai  Britain  and  Prance,  trad  iheir  depend- 
encies. I  make  yon  this  motion,  said  Mr.  R.,  and, 
for  Qod's  sake,  let  ns  once  more  have  elear  stays. 
Mr.  BrpBa  said  it  was  not  his  iolention  on  Ibe 
muat  oce»sioa  to  take  a  tedious  view-  of  onr 
Foreign  RelaiioM.  It  was  suSeient  for  him  lo 
obwrve  tb»t  the  Eiecntive  fasd  complied  with  the 
law  of  last  MMiou ;  that  the  Berlin  and  Milan 
Decrees  haTing  been  withdrawn,  and  these  being 
the  only  decrees  "  violating  the  neutral  oommeroe 
of  the  United  States,"  in  oonseqveDce  of  that 
withdrawal,  the  President  bad  inaed  the  proeU- 
matiw  required  b^  law.  With  re^^  to  the  in- 
iniiee  we  had  received  from  eaeh  belligerent,  Mr. 
E.  said,  be  wonid  not  |)ass  tbrongh  the  chapter  of 
wrongs,  On  an  ocenion  similar  to  tbat  given 
by  France,  a  similar  arrangement  was  entered 
into  with  Great  Britain,  carried  into  efiect,  end 
eomoMinication  restored  with  her.  What  had 
been  then  our  ntualion  1  Had  our  wrongs  been 
redressed  T  Had  they  not  spoliated  onr  cora- 
oerce,  impreued  our  seamen,  and  heaped  npon 
ibe  nafion  etrery  wrong  whicb  insolence  and 
power  combined  coold  produce  1  Yet,  in  that 
llthCoM.SdSsss.— S8 


arrangeineul,  tbese  injuries  were  left  for  future 
adjustment,  and  the  agreement  under  the  law  in 
thai'  case,  as'in  the  present,  was  eonsidered  a  mere 
arraDgement  for  the  purposea  of  commerce.  No 
man  leU  more  sensibly  than  Mr.  E.  as  to  (he  »e- 
qDestrations  of  France ;  no  man  would  go  farther 
to  obtain  justice  than  bimself.  Bat,  in  the  pree^ 
ent  posture  of  the  affairs  of  this  country,  be  could 
not  consent  to  do  an  act  which  weuld  go- to  vio- 
late the  faith  of  this  nation,  pledged  under  the 
saneiioD  of  L^ialative  authority.  The  proposi- 
tion was  distinctly  made  in  the  law,  was  accepted 
by  one  belligerent,  the  evidence  furnished,  u  re- 
quired by  oui  own  law,  of  tbe*re<ocation  of  her 
decrees;  and  now.  when  they-did-  not  know  of 
a  single  case-on  wnicb  the  decrees  bad  since  op> 
enilM,  be  was  not  disposed  to  ahnol  the  whole 
proeeeidiog.    Gentlemen  would  recollect  thnt  the 


enmslanee  had  occurred  to  give  lo  France  a  eer- 
lainty  that  the  United  Stales  had  complied  with 
tbeeugRgements  iato  which  they  had  entered. 
The  case  of  the  veisel  seized  at  Bordeam  wia 
thai  of  a,  vessel  from  the  United  States,  b« 
from  GHbraltar.  It  was  not  known  of  what  her 
car^o  was  composed,  or  what  the  oireumstancei 
which  todneed  ber  seizure.  Tbese  circumitancee 
were  all  naknoWo  ;  and,  although  as  an  individ- 
ual, laid  Mr.  E.,  I  am  not  disposed  at  ihe  present 
moment,  until  I  know  certainly  that  they  are 
withdrawn,  to  take  measures  to  enforce  the  ndn- 
intereourse  act,  before  I  vote  for  its  repeal,  I 
must  possess  uneqaivoeal  evidence  tbat  France 
has  violated  the  ftitfa  jiledR^  to  this  nation. 

The  arrangement  with  Prance  stands  precisely 
on  the  same  fbottng  aa  with  Great  Britain.  In 
both  easee  the  Ezecvltre  accepted  the  faith  o( 
[he  nation,  pledged  tbrongh  their  Minister]  and 
if  It  should  turn  out  that  we  hare  been  deceived 
by  both,  il  will  prove  that  there  has  been  alwayc 
on  Ibe  part  of  the  Exeontiveof  the  United  Stetei 
a  lincere  di^posttlen  to  have  peace  with  these 
nations.  On  the  snbject  of  ibe  spdiaiiooi  on 
commerce  by  Prance,  and  her  seisurei  and  con- 
flscaiions,  it  wonld  be  fonnd  that  in  efery  letter 
addressed  by  our  Minister  to  tbat  Oovemment 
Ihe  restoration  of  that  property  was  considered  ' 
ai  making  an  essential  part  of  the  arrangement. 
The  cireumsiabee  of  the  Minister  being  obl^ed 
to  return  from  France,  at  a  period  perhapa  rather 
unfanmble,  might  have  preventeid  that  part  of 
the  arrangement  IVom  receiving  that  decided 
ebamoter  whicb  it  ought  to  possess.  Mr.  B.  said 
bis  colleagne  was  mistaken  as  to  the  alleged  cause 
of  the  seizures  in  France;  it  w<m  not  a  retaliation 
For  the  non-iutereoofee  law,  but  for  ihe  soppoaed 
•ehcore  of  property  in  American  ports.  He  be- 
lieved,  tbat  it  was  a  fact  that  no  such  seizure  of  pro-, 
perty  had  taken  place ;  and  if  the  law  of  reprianl 
was  to  govern  ia  this  case,  if  anything  like  justice 
could  M  relied  on  from  Prance,  the  property 
wonld  be  promptly  restored.  Mr.  B.  concluded 
by  BOggeiliog  to  his  colleague  the  propriety  of  of- 
fering hispropoeition  separately  from  the  present 
motion.    There  were  eonaiderationa  wbieb  onght 
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to  iadues  the  Home  immediately  lo  pan  regnli- 
lioDs  Tor  ibe  relief  of  our  own  citizena. 

Mr.  R&HDOLPH  uid  it  woulj  gire  him  greii 
pleasare  to  comply  with  the  request  of  his- col' 
league,  were  ii  not  for  the  circuinstaDpe  that  thii 
DOD'importaiioiiweiiLiDiDDperaiioQio-ilar.  Tiie 
tiuib  was,  if  there  irere  lo  be  ia  point  of  ract  any 
OMraiioD  rI  rIIj  if  the  me'diciae  were  to  work; 
ilil  were  to  hare  any  practical  effect,  he  woald 
lei  itpaM.  But  alihoogh  in  point  of  fact  it  would 
do  the  belligerenii  no  hartn,  and  uaquesliooaMy 
do  m  na  |ood,  it  would  Ik  made  an  engine  for 
■inking  the  value  of  the  property  of  his  eoustita- 
«Dta.  Ur.  R.  mid  he  wa>  opposed  lo  ihi*  »ort  of 
legUlativB  qiAekery ;  it  went  to  the  imoairing 
oorowQ  ConstiiutioD — lo  injuring  our  own  nealih. 
iriiboul  aflecling  oar  encroiri.  He  ihougbi  the 
ecnilemau  had  stated  that  there  had  been  no  eaae 
la  which  the  Berlin  and  Milan  deereea  had  been 
applied  to  our  properly  since  ihe  Ist  of  Norember. 
In  ibe  name  of  common  aenie,  said  Mr.  R.,  of 
what  consequence  is  it  to'  us,  if  we  are  plnadered 
Kod  robbed,  whelher  it  be  under  one  decree  or 
Aooihw!  Will  the  geoileman  My  that  tbere  is 
BO  case  in  which  our  property  has  been  robbed, 
and  the  proceeds  pui  in  the  French  treasury  1  It 
is  of  DO  matter  or  couFeqaeace  to  ns,  whether  we 
are  murdered  aod  robbed  on  the  highway,  or  the 
tighii  of  hospitality  be  disregarded  and  we  nur- 
.dered  in  our  beds  under  the  protection  of  our 
host.  As  relates  lo  us,  the  question  is  altogether 
imatatcriaL  There  is  a  deeper  die  of  depraviiy 
JD  one  caite  than  in  the  other,  aa  relate*  to  the  of- 
fender— not  a  shade  of  difference  as  relates  to  the 
party  offended.  It  seems,  sir,  that  we  alieod  ao 
much  of  late  to  mode  and  so  liiile  to  substance, 
thai  if  we  are  not  robbed  and  plundered  after  this 

Krlicular  manoet,  we  olay  be  robbed  and  plun- 
red  lo  our  heart's  conienl  after  another  fashion, 
Tbe  question  with  us  is.  whether  we  are  robbed 
and  plundered.  It  may  be  mailer  at  Paris,  where 
■here  is  so  much  in  the  mode,  but  to  us  old-fash- 
ioned people  il  is  no  matter,  go  as  we  lose  our 
nioney,  how  it  is  taken. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  ahoold  hare  been  eltremely 
glad  to  baye  submitted  this  proiwsition  in  the 
•bape^f  a  resolution,  «ad  discussed  ilia  the  Com- 
miiiee  of  the  Whole  (o  whom  the  bill  was  re- 
ferred. ButconlditnolbedisoDssednowl  Wat 
it  not  as  much  in  the  power  of  any  member  an- 
der  the  present  iaolion  to  discnsi  the  question 
vheiherthrnon-intercouTselBwshallbfrrepeBledl 
His  colleague,  Mr.  R.  said,  had  jusii&ed  the  setz- 
lire  of  our  property  in  Freooh  porta  as  a  retalia- 
tion for  alleged  seizures'  of  French  property  tn 
out  ports,  which  he  allowed  not  to  have  taken 
place.  Was  it  of  any  consequence  lo  ihe  people 
of  ibe  United  Slates,  if  tbey  were  plundered  un- 
der false  and  stale  pretexts,  what  those  pretests 
were?    He  apprehended  not. 

One  word,  said  Mr.  R.,  on  the  subject  of  the 
faith  said  to  have  been  pledged  by  iheaci  of  May, 
last,  it  cannot  hare  been  so  pledged.  Fledged 
to  whom  1    To  Qreat  Britain  1    Unquestionably 

-   -     "    "  -    "   Wynot.    What 
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lire".  We  bare  been  aggrieved  by  the  twn 
great  belligerents  of  Europe ;  we  pass  a  law  for 
the  regulation  of  our  own  condnct,  the  operation 
of  which  n  to  depend  on  certain  coatingencie*. 
Is  that  a  pledge  of  faith  to  either  of  those  beljig^ 
erentsl  Unquestionably  not  Bui  this  il  don 
not  beboove  me  to  prove;  it  behooves  ray  eol- 
leaatie  to  show  haw  it  is  a  pledge  of  oar  fsith. 

With  regard  to  the  anxieiy  o?  the  President  to 
preserve  peace,  Mr.  R.  presaned  there  couM  be 
no  doubt  (rf  the  fact;  he  never  doubted  iL  He 
submilied  to  the  House  whether  late  oecorrenea 
afford  an  opportunity  of  getting  rid  of 
this  WTetobcd system  of  lameezpcdiania,  in  whtefc 
they  had  embarked  since  they  abandoned  the 
embargo.  It  might  be  said  that  in  a  short  line 
news  might  be  reeeired  of  the  repeal  of  the  Or- 
ders in  CouDcil,  which  would,  in  the  opinitn  i^ 
some,  render  ibis  motion  oniiecessary.  The  law, 
Mr.  R.  said,  was  a  rule  of  conduct  for  him,  and 
no  fbreign  nation  had  a  right  lo  know  of  its  ex- 
istence ;  and  if  news  of  rescinding  tbe  Orders  ia 
Council  were  lo  arrive  in  lown  ibia  day,  he  shoafd 
still  be  clearly  of  oninioa  (hat  they  ought  to  re- 
peal this  law.  He  looked  upon  tbe  law  as  briag 
miscbievoos;  as  faaviog  no  operation  mi  ibe  Or- 
ders in  Council  or  Bonaparte^  decrees.  Uit  bad 
none,  why  retain  ill  Why  keep  it  here  at  a 
germ  of  aiffieullr  ?  Let  as  have  clear  stays,  1 
rtpeai,  said  Mr.  R.  Let  as  have  taimiar  rasa; 
and,  if  we  must  fight,  let  us  fight  wii^oot  parch- 
ment chains  abotii  oar  hands. 

Mr.  MiTcHiLL  said  he  was  glad  the  business 
had  been  brought  before  the  House;  he  hoped  it 
was  a  harbinger  of  onr  emancipation  from  onr 
own  laws  on  the  subirci  of  commerce.  The  pol- 
icy pursued  by  the  Qovernment  for  eight  or  ten 
yean  past,  bad  been  tu  deal  in  eommereial  re- 
strictioDi ;  and  If  they  had  been  found  iaadeqaai^ 
it  vrai  high  time  to  think  about  laying  tfaen  asides 
For  the  purpose  of  being  uodersiood,  Hr.  M. 
begged  the  indulgence  of  the  House  wfailst  he 
gave  «  little  summary  of  the  conne  wUeli  bad 
bnea  parsaed.  It  commenced  in  1804,  when  the 
English  determined  to  interfere  with  neutral  ve»- 
sel)  earrying  tbe  produce  of  the  colonies  of  one 
of  the  beliigetents.  At  that  time  the  merehantt 
of  tbe  seaports  almooi  stunned  our  ean  with  tbeit 
complaints  of  oppressive  violations  of  our  com- 
merce. Congress  were  told  ■!  that  lime  that 
trade  was  annihilated ;  tttat  iia  profits  were  en- 
tiralylost;  thatil  wasimpossihle  lapnnaeitany 
lenger  with  a  proapeoi  of  advaniuie;  sad  Con- 
gress were  solicited  to  interfere.  I  weU  remen- 
ber  (aaid  Mr.  M.J  the  coutse  of  events;  becnuae, 
frorh  my  situation  at  that  time,  maay  memorials 
passed  through  my  bands.  In  eoosequence  of 
ibis  clamor  from  the  seaporii,  aod  the  repreaenta- 
tioni  from  the  mercbanta  thai  iheir  case  was  for- 
lorn J  tbe  Qovernment,  willing  to  do  someihiag 
to  relieve  them  in  their  distrw,  and  not  willing 
to  go  to  tbe  extant  of  autbortzing  then)  to  «rm, 
want  into  a  syctem  of  eommereial  restricthws  and 
expedient*  of  this  sori—and  out  of  these  eireum- 
Btancea  graw  the  first  bill  for  a  non-imponaiioo. 
What  was  it  1    It  wa*  a  bill  lo  ezditde  the  im- 
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porution  or  QDnecessur  ■nicies.  T  roied  for  the 
f)ill,beoaaie  IhadadUposiiion  cotakeihoie  thiagi 
wbich,  if  not  as  good  as  I  coold  wish,  were  tSe 
best  we  could  gel,  aod  we  could  asree  upon  tbat 
tiill  when  weoould  agree  updn  noihmg elite.  What 
was  the  consequence  of  this  rae^jire'?    The  lair 

JToduced  DO  effect  upon  the  country  to  whom  it 
ad  pariicular  relation,  aiihoagh  seconded  at  the 
rams  timii  bv  a  Mioister  EitrtordiiMiry  to  nego- 
tiata  under  ExecuiJTe  diieciiont.  Thenexlsiep 
ID  the  hntorjr  of  coercing  foreign  nations  by  eom- 
nereial  restricitons^  was  the  embargo,  in  which 
OQr  people  wera  told  ibat  the  state  of  things 
was  so  de«pera|e_Dn  the  ocean,  tbai  the  most  pro- 
per coars«  for  our  cireumatanees  was  to  slay  at 
home.  This  expedient  was  tried ;  and  ii  wu  an 
effort  of  indepenaence;  it  was  an  act  which  would 
have  renderedusDOFonlynominillyindepeodent, 
but  iodepeiidenl  in  fact.  Il  was  found  imposgible 
to  carry  it  intoeffict;  and  under  ibai  conTietionii 
-was  repealed.  From  ibai  repeal  sprung  the  non- 
intercouTKj. which  after  a  yoar  was  laid  aside. 
Theopenlioo  of  thatsyncem  was  to  allow  a  trado, 
HOI  permitted  direct,  to  be  carried  on  through  in* 
termediaie  ports.  Wa  hare  since  had  the  Taw  of 
May  last,  pioposiag  an  alternatiTe  ta  the  bellig- 
eienls;  which  has  broaght  us  into  the  sitpation 
in  which  we  find  ourselves — one  nation  profeuiing 
to  repeal  these  decree*  and  the  other  disregarding 
tke  oSer. 

What  is  oar  situation  with  regard  to  tha  na- 
tion repealing  its  decrees?  The  datention  of  out 
property  at  St,  Sebastian's  is  extreEsely  oppreti- 
ire  to  us.  We  hare  already  paased  an  set  this 
session  appropriating  nearly  a  hundred  Ihousand 
dollars  in  aid  of  the  fund  far  the  relief  of  seamen, 
Ax^  Id  order  to  bringing  homa  oar  seamen 
thrown  adrift  in  that  and  other  ports.  Waarc 
(old|  by  the  documents  on  our  table,  that  seizurei 
still  eoBiinuej  and  it  seems  to  me,  from  all  these 
circumstanees,  that  the  limes  ate  not  channd  for 
the  better.  It  was  wholly  immaterial,  Mr.  H. 
said,  whether  oar  proclamaiioa  jreached  France 
preiioos  to  the  laie  seizures  or  not;  it  beaame 
them  10  carry  iDto  effect  their  own  deelaraiion- 
Whether  they  had  received  our  engagemeat  or 
not,  their  decrees  onght  to  hare  been  anoulled 
on  [be  first  of  November.  In  Caking  a  reriew  of 
the  circumstances,  and  finding  these  commernial 
restrictions  ndl  to  hare  answered  the  purpose  for 
which  they  were  designed,  ha  was  inclined  to 
Tote  for  the  resolution  on  the  table,  going  to  pro- 
duce a  change  which  be  thought  destrable. 

It  seemed  to  him  there  were  but  three  way* 
in  which  it  was  worth  while  lo  treat  thissubJEcC 
The  first  course  presenting  itself  was  a  deter- 
mination on  the  part  of  this  people,  to  slay  at 
home.    In  that  case  they  woold  be  perfectly  free 
from  the  assaults  of  the  belligerents,  unless  indeed 
Ibey  should  come  to  invade  our  territory.    This 
course  had  been  attempted  by  the  embargo ;  t' 
experiment  had  failed ;  it  bad  been  given  up 
despair.    The  leeoDd  course,  was  to  go  on  in  o 
non-intetcourse,  subject  to  the  restrictions  of  for- 
eign DBlioos,  subject  to  the  slipnlalions  of  the 
belligereat  Powers,  and.W  a  enbnisaioa  ts  those 


regulation*  which  stronger  or  more  warlike 
Powers  might  think  proper  to  interpose.  This 
oonrsB  is  the  one  that  he  supposed  we  must  come 
to,  of  allowing  every  one  who  choose  to  rqake  an 


oed,  and  that  would  perhaps  form  an  in- 
teresting subject  for  discossion,  viz;  whether  iha 
personi  and  property  of  individuals  should  not 
be  saved  from  rapine  and  plunder,  fay  «ome  pre- 
lecting arms.  This,  it  may  be  said,  will  produce 
war.  It  seems  to  me,  on  reviewing  the  eondnet 
of  the  beUigeteals,  they  are  both  at  war  with  ns. 
If  the  captureof  properly,  its  seizure  and  seqnes- 
ttaiign ;  if  the  imprisonment  of  persons,  and  in 
many  cases  the  d^oih  of  ihess  persons,  do  noi 

ETovoke  war,  I  know  not  what  is  cause  of  war. 
r  we  consider  what  sort  of  protection  shoQld  be 
given  to  property,  it  may  be  iii  (wo  modes ;  dim 
in  which  (be  nation,  id  a  national  form,  shall 
think  proper  to  extend  procection  to  the  persona 
and  property  of  its  citizens  j  or,- that  protectioa 
which  (he  arms  of  the  individuals  concerned  mar 
afford  to  themselves  under  the  license  of  QoT- 


Iff  order  that  Coogresa  might  arrive  at  som*- 
Uiiog  less  entangling  than  the- system  in  which 
ihey  were  involved,  Mr.  M.  said  he  was  wHIiag 
to  clear  away  the  impediments  in  the  road  la 
commerce,  and  to  allow  bis  coontrvnien  to  ad- 
vance in  quest  of  profit — to  have  aclearsea  t  and 
when  (hey  should  be  once  more  in  Ibe  enjoy- 
ment of  a  free  trade,  il  would  enable  Congress  ts 
eonsider.at  leisure  what  measures  should  be 
taken  for  future  eeourity  and  proteciien.  For, 
oa  looking  into  the  state  of  thingsio  this  eon n(ry, 
it  would  oe  found  that  they  were  iBvolred  m 
paradoxes.  One  was,  that,  having  a-  pawer  to 
lay  iaternal  taxes,  Congreu  d(d  not  clwoae  to  ex- 
ercise il.  A  second  was,  ihet  QoverBmtat  r^ 
fuaiOg  to  protect  oommeree  by  an  armed  force, 
thefe  should  at  the  same  lime  he  immeDse  quaa-i 
lilies  of  property  sent  abra«d  under  the  guaniian- 
•hip  of  its  own  ciiiseitB,  when  it  was  well  known 
that  that  property  might  aad  would  be  seized  hjr 
the  strocger  Powers  under  any  pretence  they 
should  caoose  lo  set  up.  Another  thing  inciden- 
tal to  the  society,  to  which  we  belong^  said  Ur. 
M.,  is,  that,  with  a  commerce  under  such  eii- 
cumslances,  we  must  derive  from  (hat  very  oom- 
metac  the  revenue  which  supports  our  Qovers- 

Jient.  In  such  a  stale  of  ihtags  I  am  perfectlf 
esirons  that  there  shall  be  a  chaaec  once  more 
given  10  the  navigating  and  comoMrcial  part  of 
the  citizen*  Aftha  Usiied  States  to  go  on  with- 
out impediment*  on  the  part  of  their  own  (jhrv- 
ernment  and  make  their  voyage*  as  ndvantage- 
ously  as  they  can;  that  they  may  go  abroad  lika 
industrious  beee,  and  remra  laden  with  honey  to 
tlic  hive;  for,  looking  al  our  financial  system, 
bottomed  on  commerce,  I  think  we  ongfat  not  to 
superadd  to  the  difficuliie*  under  which  com- 
merce labors,  resiric lions  imposed  by  our  owa 
Qovernment.  . 

Mr.  Wbisbt  Bsid  he  wa*  iwl  a  little  (arprised 
at  a  genUeisait's  lising  and  >  ptupoaing  a  direct 
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▼it^klMD  of  the  ^ifhted  Aith  of  tha  ObrerDmeDi, 
pledged  in  the  Jaw  of  May  kal  in  th«  face  of  ifae 
vofld.  Ue  hoped  tb*t  tuck  a  biuah  of  good 
&ilti  would  receJTa  no  couDtemoce  in  ihit 
UooH.  What!  mid  be.  afi«i  the  Legidature  of 
Ike  Uniied  Siatt*  hare  l«ialaied  on  tiie  lubJKt, 
ntkiog  a  propoMtioo,  mad  oae  Power  hai  m  far 
■seeded  10  it  aa  lo  nrokehei  decree*  of  fierlfo 
and  Milan  m  to  muf  wordt,  are 'We  to  ihriDk 
itom  a  performaoee  of  tfae  contract  1  Mr.  W. 
bit  DOI  a  lillle  surprUed  that,  after  thia,  aoy 
BcpraMittaiiTe  of  the  Amefiun  oaiion  would 
CMla  die potit ion,  upon  the  receipt  of  aletter  from 
a  Chargfe  dea  Aflalra,  (wkiek  he  did  oot  know 
tkat  ke  wai,  by  tbe  apmintmaBl  of  tke  Pretidcat 
aod  oonfirmedby  tke  Senate  ai  requiTed  bylaw,) 
Ikal  any  mcmba  voold  he  diipoMd  to  alight  tke 
aatloa's  promiae.  Wkal_  doe*  ikia  gentlelnaB 
My7  That  out  frigate  BMei  arriT«d  on  the  6th, 
•Jad  that  a  meaaeager  eamiBt  aahoie  waa  pre- 
vented by  the  (hip'a  being  held  liable  to  quaraa- 
littc  t  aaa  that  tba  abip  New  Orleana  Paekai  had 
keen  aeizcd  at  Bordeaux,  aiHiu  the  Berliit  and 
Milan  deeceee.  Sir,  said  Mr.  W.,  what  infotma. 
tioD  had  the  French  Qovsrnnieot  then  peeeivrd 
irf  tke  pcoelamalion  of  the  Pretideat  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slate*]  None ;  It  was  not  tiU  ihe  ISth  that 
(iwfroeUiDilion  leaeked  Paris,  where  it  wa*  re- 
«ei(ed  by  the  people  with  groii  joy.  We  ba«e 
BO  eipre**ii>n  of  the  opinion  of  ib«  QorarnmBJii 
anhH^neot  to  that  time.  In  relatioB  lo  the  leiz- 
vre  of  ihh  veicel,  wbeoeTer  an  agent  doei  an 
•at  Ticriatina  the  law  of  nation*,  the  Government 
mui  be  called  upon  and  refine  lo  dinrow  tbe 
act  beCan  it  can  be  ascribed  to  ika  Oovamment 
What,  tfaea,  baa  bann  done  in  ihia  eaie  1  There 
u  a  letter  written,  no  anawcr  to  which  had  been 
neeivcd  when  it  waa  despatched.  We  find,  too, 
that  the  Maael  Mixed  kad  be«i  to  a  Britiak  port, 
•nd  waa  loaded  with  arilde*  nai  tbe  mwA  or 
Iki*  cotMirr,  Haie,  air,  we  Sod  ow  Chargt  da* 
A&iMt  tallug  ua  Very  bnatily  thai  he  ha*  writ- 
(n  atuh  a  letter  to  the  Due  ^  Cadore,  aod  had 
•at  iceeiVed  ma  anawer.  And  before  we  are  i^. 
fiitaNd  what  were  tb«  p>rcciaa  &eta  in  thi*  oaae, 
ve  are  to  net  on  a  one-aided  iafbrtnalioa,  and  in 
fut  Witkoot  any  information  at  all,  and  to  im- 
^te  to  tke  Frenek  OoTemmelil  an  intention, 
•Kitbont  knowing  wbviker  it  wu  ihclr  intention 
or  not,  to  dkregard  their  eromiae,  Oa  thia  liagle 
OBM,  on  the  trne  color  of  whioh  there  it  no  eer- 
Mnty,  wears  called  upon  to  lay  the  foaadatioD 
•fa  remeaiMa  of  thai  law.  In  wku  a  litnaiion 
Hull  we  ptaee  the  country,'  ihould  w«  not  an  tk« 
iafffmiMtion,  and  to-nunrovr  learn  that  the  officer 
who  teiaed  dte  retiel  waa  puniahed,  and  tke  vee. 
ad  gii^cn'  up,  and  Ikat  lbs  OoTemmeni  of  Franca 
ma  well  diiposed  1  Tbe  nation  would  be  mack 
diaaafitfied  indeed,  if,  af^er  havioK  held  out  coa- 
dltione  to  both  belljgerentt,  which  are  accepted 
by  one,  wilbout  tbe  least  iafonnaiioo.  or  reason 
Ur  exp«et  anything  from  the  otber  Power,  we 
were  to  retrace  onr  ttepa.  Are  we,  upon  infor> 
maiion  tbal  Mr.  RumcII  had  written  a  letter  to 
tbe  Oake  of  Cadore,  to  which  no  aniwer  was  or 
MnH  hare  been  receiTed,  faitble«aly  to  repeal  a 


law  cooiainiag  lo  lolemn  a  pledge  }  Conld  any 
man  feel  a  deTolion  lo  the  beat  intcreeis  of 
bit  cooatry,  who  would  place  it  in  that  predica- 

-Mr.  W.  said  ke  waa  friendly  lo  peace;  but  if 
we  mnit  have  a  oollisjon  let  it  be  with  tliat  natioa 
which  coniinuet  ta  injure  oar  rigbta.  If  ihey 
ahould. determine  to  reroke  their  act,  before  know- 
ing what  France  had  done  consequent  cm  the  pro- 
clamation, it  would  be  extraordinary  inderd. 
Here  waa  a  rery  baaty  letter  of  a  young  man  joai 
indaeted  into  office,  who  in  hit  deaire  to  akow  faix 
xcal  write*  a  lettet  to  gire  infonnation,  wbiek 
whenreceiTedatnouataionoihiw.  BeBidei,Hr. 
W.  qnetticxietl  the  cometneat  oi  tk«  fact  iiaicd 
by  him  of  tke  £m^  being  ordered  to  quarantine; 
becattaa  the  mtiaenger  who  went  in  faer  arriicd 
at  Faria  on  tke  twcJRh,  and  could  not  have  beca 
detained  on  beard  ibe  reaael  at  qnomntue.  Aa 
to  reeocnnHtting  tke  bill  and  waiti^[  for  fortka 
information,  there  could  be  no  objection  toil; 
bat  aa  (o  repealing  the  law,  it  was  a  pn^oattioa 
which  oag;ht  not,  under  preaeat  eirenawtuwci,  m 
be  eniertaioed  by  tha  House.  Mr.  W.  said  he 
looked  upon  our  engagement  with  Prance  in  the 
tight  of  a  solemn  treaty,  and  as  anoh  binding  on 
iH.  If  he  could  ba  ntisfied,  howerer,  that  loeae 
thing!  had  been  done  vuder  the  asthoiity  of 
France,  he  ahould  be  a*  ready  a*  any  one  lo  dn- 
nouDce  the  act,  and  goaifar  as  any  one  loprocnre 
redreaa;  for  he  had  Men  long  tiled  of  tkeag;^ec- 
*ion*  on  our  neutral  rights.    Ha  woaldgnaifaras 


ally  overlooked  the  inia  merits  of  this  casa. 
Should  France  slight  her  faith,  he  wonld  go  aa 
tU  as  any  one  to  areoge  it,  and  to  bring  thoae 
natioaa  who  have  r4ol>ied  oar  lights  to  eondtjp 

Mr.  BoawsLL  snid  that  even  if  kewaediapOBed 
Id  repeal  the  non-inlefcourse  law,  he  akorid  still 
be  in  favor  of  the  mntioa  of  his  colleafne,  be- 
eanaa,  if  some  tueh  provision  were  not  madc^  at 
a  period  aatlier  than  a  law  to  repeal  ikenot  eoa- 
oerning  eomraercial  interaoune  conld  pass  both 
Uonaaa,  thejnerckanis  would  beaobjeeted  togr«t 
InconveaieiMe.  U  bad  always  been  hia  opinioa, 
Mr.  B.  said,  tbat  it  would  be  improper  to  adopt 
the  amendments  proposed  lo  the  intereoarac  bill; 
it  bnd  ken  entirety  kit  opinion  tkat  the  prmriy 
nboat  to  be  imported  into  this  conntry  from  Gkeat 
Britain  would  beloag  to  American  oiuntts  and 
not  to  British  •ubjecti.  The  oirctuastaaoe  wma 
evident  from  tba  rate  of  esckaoge  between  tbe 
ivo  camtries.  If  the  fact  waa^ndeninble  thnt 
all  pF&perty  imported  for  some  time  toeoae  vronld 
belong  to  American  eitixeni,  aad  it  wu  ike  ob- 
ject of  the  motioa  to  recommit  to  relieve  oor  own 
cilixaitB,  Mr.  B.  asked,  where  was  the  tMnetaiiy 
of  connacting  that  subject  with  anoiker,  wkiok 
vroold  consume  a  great  deal  of  time  aod  abbjeol 
onrcilizeHtogrcaliiMMifeniencel  Soch  would 
be  the  case,  Mcanse,  by  the  tnttmction*  of  tbe 
Secretary  of  the  Treatary,  the  collectors  are  di- 
T^ted  to  consider  tbe  prohibition  of  importation 
aa  coBtuMBciitK  this  tlay.    If  Congresi  did  oot 
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spoedilr  interfnv,  tba  mere  hants  would  beczpowd 
to  g-raai  JDcoDTeniwcB  and  the  officers  to  i " 
tious  auila,  &t, 

A»  to  the  aoD-tvtereourse  •jrHem,  Mr.  B. 
he  ITS*  perfeetlf  aware  that  it  was  one  Which 
-oould  not  be  ezecateit  to  the  extent  and  in 
spirit  contentplated  by  Go*tTDineoi ;  ibat  it  i»  a 
aystera  which-  tends  to  diminish  ihe  rereDuc,  and 
detaoraliZe  tbe  mercbantj,  he  might  perhaps  say 
the  people,  of  ibe  country.  But  he  conceived 
that  at  ih«  presetit  stage  -cf  ihe  bustceM,  this 
'Oueatioa  did  not  properly  come  icio  coDsid«ratioD. 
For,  although  be  might  not  be  able  Id  satisfy  any 
eentleiaan  tliat  the  relaiioDS  between  (he  Uoiied 
Slate*  and  Oraat  Britain  w«re  of  tbe  nnmre  of  a 
-conlfact  jyet  in  bis  own  miad,  it  wa*  Terr  ari- 
dent  thai  we  bad  entered  isio  a  stipulation  wbieh 
>reare  houoJ  to  rvspeet,  proHded  Fratice  fulfilled 
it  irith  sood  faith — he  said  with  good  faith  ;  for 
he  was  wtermined  never  to  Toie  for.it*  conttnu- 
MBOe  unless  it  wn  exBcbied  with  gocd  faith.  He 
said  ha  bad  aeret  paUiated  her  eoDducl ;  be  had 
no  idea  that  we  could  ever  coa«cat  in  abandon 
-the  profieiiy  she  had  seized  without  a  shadow  of 
reasia> — property  on  the  restoratioD  of  which  it 
appeared  to  biai  OorerDment  ought  to  insist  with 
a  peniDacily  which  ought  tievet  to  be  relaied. 
■Oat  aibirs  with  Fiance  had  beea  in  such  a  state 
of  ioceititude  from  the  commeaceineiit  of  tbe 
seaaioa  that  be  had  not  been  able  to  make  up  au 
opiaion  on  thtta.  When  he  looked  to  tbe  eorres- 
poadenc^  Mr.  B.  saidf  be  was  snaek  with  this 
Tiew;  that  instead  of  procuring  fVom  tbe  French 
-Goverameat  a  clear  and  definite  eipressioa  of 
their  intentions  in  relation  to  the  sequestered  pro- 
perty, we  are  left  almost  entirely  in  tbe  dark  on  the 
aubiect.  He  was  not  dispossd  to  carry  tbe  oon- 
iatereonrse  into  effect,  naleas  tbe  stipuntioas  on 
tbe  part  ef  France  ware  fairly  enrriM  into  effect. 
Thia  mut'be  tbe  opinion  of  every  nun.  Ho  man 
would  ooaiinne  a  measure  opeiating  agaitist  one 
only  of  tba  beUigerenu,wbea  he  was  canrinced 
that  nothing  bat  punic  faith  was  to  be  espceted 
from  the  other. 

Mi.  B.  begged  fcntlemen  to  permit  the  originnl 

Xaslton  to  be  lalten  on  reeomnitment,  and  let 
i  present  'motion  lie  over  for  a  day  or  two.  If 
the  oon-intercourae  could  not  Imw  be  reputed 
without  a  disre^rd  of  onr  failb,  why  take  a  step 
whit^b  W'oulil  jeopardise  all  our  property  in  the 
porta  of  the  Contiaeeil  This  consideration  de- 
served reflection.  He  feared,  do  as  they  would, 
that  this  pfoperty  was  not  seeure.  He  ctinfessed, 
if  be  were  engaged  in  comiaerce,  nodar  present 
circumstances,  be  sbonid  lie  on  his  oars.  At  the 
eame'iime  oo  measure  ought  to  be  adopted  whieb 
was  likely  to  prodose  a  ioa«  of  property  abroad. 
Ib  ihe  present  state  of  the  country  it  must  be  an 
object  with  every  gentleman  ia  the  Hoaie,  that 
our  faimeri,  if  it  were  practicable,  should  enjoy 
tbe  bcneflts  of  the  coaiiaental  market ;  for  it  was 
welt  known  that  tobacco  and  almost  everv  article 
We  exported  found  an  exteusive  sale  on  tlie  Cw 
tineat  of  Europe.  The  export  to  England  of  eet- 
too  and  tobacco,  except  of  the  finest  iiuality  of 
■vu  latter,  bad  beea  attended  with  aeiious  Lou  to 
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the  merchanta  engaged  in  it :  and  tdany  of  iha 
failures  takitig  place  in  the  United  Biaies  uom 
from  the  return  of  bills  drawn  on  tbe  faith  of 
these  Bbipmenis.  Svery  gentleman  most  be  con- 
vinced that  OUT  trade,  if  confined  to  Qreat  Brttain, 
would  aSbrd  very  little  enBourageaeot  to  agri- 
eulturisis.  It  mast  ibereibre  be  an  object  with 
every  mac,  by  aK  honorable  menns,  to  secure  a 
trade  with  the  ContiDenl ;  though,  muck  ■•  tba 
individual  interest  of  Mr.  B.  and  theoonntryat 
Urge  would  be  promoted  by  It,  property  on  tbe 
Contioent  was,  and  would  tw,  in  such  a  state  of 
insecurity  that  lie  did  not  anticipate  any  very  im- 
pdflant  advantage  from  keeping  that  trade  open. 

As  to  tbe  protection  of  oar  merchants,  Mr.  B. 
said  he  did  believe  that  they  must  altimatelf 
be  permitted  to  ran  their  own  risk,  and,  if  they 
encounter  ruin  abroad,  to  take  the  consequence*, 
ir  such  was  the  state  of  Europe,  that  we  could 
make  no  impression  there,  we  most  submit  to  thia 
state  of  things.  Mt.  B.  alluded  to  a  remark  nada 
by  Mr.  Mi.oot(  at  tbe  last  seasioa,  thai  the  hdligw 
preotB  appeared  to  be  fighting  everr'Qne  but  iheRi* 
selves.  Did  we  not  now  get  French  silks,  wines, 
aDdbmndiesjthrongfaSn^andl  And  was  not  onr  i 
tobaceo  sent  to  the  Coalinent  ia  the  same  way  t 
Whilst  we  had  been  interdicted  by  each  from 
trading  wilh'lhe  other, ihe^  had  beea  earrytng  on 
an  exleuqive  cbmmetee  with  ,eaeb  other.  Mr.  B. 
said  he  Ifkobed  forward  to  the  tainl  exlinetioa  of 
commerce.  He  aaid  it  eoald  not  exiat  undec 
Bueh  a  system  of  rapine  as  had  been  pnraiied. 
We  mast  vrait  tai  soma  Change  in  Europe  ift 
which  we  cannot  be  in stro mental,  to  enable  n* 
to  act ;  until  which  it  would  not  be  proper  to  take 
any  step  in  relation  to  either  of  the  belligenMn. 

Mr.  B<  took  another  view  of  the  rabjecL  He 
said  be  had  net  the  amatlest  doaht,  if  the  Freaeh- 
deerees  were  found  to  ba  prai:tieaUy  rcpenM, 
that  the  Britiak  would  repeal  die  Orders  in  Cona- 
cil.  He  had  no  doubt  in  his  own  opinion  that 
the  British  OtrtrDment  weee  perfeetly  sink  (^ 
ibe  sysum  it  had  been  pursuing.  That  Ftanoe, 
not  dependent  oa  commoree,  should  make  war 
on  it,  was  not  to  be  woodeted  at ;  bnt  that  Great 
Britain  should  by  a  kiad  of  btind  &nioua  potiay 
unite  with  France  in  Ihe  ei;tiuction  of  that  afa* 
tern  which  gives  bv  strengiti  and  power,  was  sur- 
prising. 

Mr.  B.  said  be'waa  not  in  ftvor  of  naa-ioKr- 
course  with  Great  Britain,  unless  the  proiBise  of 
Trance  was  faUy  and  fairty  executed.  He  WonU 
say  that  no  metHber  of  the  Uoose  reprobated 
more  cordially  ihaa  himself  the  maimer  in  whith 
our  vessels  bad  been  seized  in  Franoe,dM.i  atlba 
same  time  be  had  the  same  opinion  of  the  i^JM- 
ries  we  had  received  from  the. other  belligereat, 
Mr.  B.  coBclnded  by  remarking  that  geattaaca 
who  were  favorable  to  a  repeal  of  the  ona-iniat* 
course  ought  nerertheleai  to  vote  against  the  pica. 
cnt  motion,  and  for  that  first  mada^  with  a  riaw 
to  the  relict'  of  oar  merchaats. 

Ml.  QAnDBHinn  expresaed  his  ki^  that  in  ike 
present  embarraHed  condition  of  our  aSairs  no 
gentleman  was  ditpoaed  tu  arane  on  this  qucatiea 
with  anything  like  pariy  feeang'    If  ever  then 
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wa*  B  CBK  ID  whicb  it  wai  neeeiMif  to  laj  aside 
party  feeliags,  ii  was  at  ibia  [jine.  The  few  re- 
marks which  he  ibould  labmit  lo  the  coDsldera- 
(ion  of  the  House  WQUld  bare  0DI7  for  their  ob- 
ject the  pablie  good  and  geberat  propperiijr  of  ihi 
people  of  ihe  Uoiled  Siatea.  I  Bhill  Doi.saii 
Mr.  Q.,  occupy  the  aiientimi  of  the  House  by 
kingiog  10  tneir  reeolleciioD  the  differcnl  expe- 
dienii  10  which  the  country  may  hire  hid  re- 
course for  the  purpose  of  curing  the  evils  which 
luiTe  afflicted  it.  It  ii  enough  to  say  that  bow- 
ever  hooetily  intended,  and  howerer  much  good 
has  been  hoDcstiy  hoped  from  them,  the  result 
expected  has  not  been  realized.  It  is  not  lao 
much  to  say  that  in  no  one  initance  has  Ibesys- 
leiD  whicli  ha*  been'  in  operation  for  four  years 
past  been  prodaetive  of  DeDeficial  eonseqneaces 
to  ourtelvet.  It  were  easy  to  deuil  how  pemi- 
cioai  has  been  the  influenee  of  that  syEiem  on 
onnelres  ;  it  bai  produced  bo  good,  but  one  cod< 
tinned  serie*  of  evil.  Al  this  time,  with  these 
eSecis  before  n«,  on  one  Me  of  the  House  feel- 
inf  no  disposilioD  to  embarrass  ihe  operetions  of 
the  OoTernmeui.  and  on  the  other  tide  no  dispo- 
ritioa  to  pencTcre  in  this  fatal  system,  we  should 
look  al  our  aetval  condition  to  provide  a  remedy 
fbrit. 

After  the  first  proposed  non-iDtercourse  law 
had  failed  at  the  last  session ;  after  the  faitore  of 
ihepfo^t  of  ihc  Chairman  of  the  Coinmiitee 
of  Foretgn  Relalioni,  (Mr.  Macon,)  who  reported 
tbe  bill,  which  every  and  nobodv  was  for,  we 
adopted  the  law  of  the  1st  of  May.  The  President 
bai  Acted  on  iL  Hr.  G.  here  i^uoted  (he  law,  to 
•how  the  naton  of  its  provisioos.  During;  ihe 
recen  of  Congress,  the  French  Qovernment  noti- 
fied thU  Ooveroment  that  the  untawfat  edicts  of 
Prance  would  cease  on  the  first  of  November  then 
nexieosning;  and  on  ibeseeond  of  November  ihe 
President  ismed  his  proclamation,  not  in  the 
words  of  the  act,  as  I  understand  it,  that  Prtinee 
bad  so  reroked  or  modified  her  edicts  ■■  ihai  they 
bad  ceased  to  violaie  the  neutral  commerce  of 
the  Uniied. States;  not  that  it  was  a  fact  existing 
ia  his  knowledge,  but  that  ii  had  been  oSeially 
made  known  to  him  that  on.  a  certain  day  they 
would  be  revoked,  I  am  not,  sir,  disposed  to  find 
faqlt  with  this  proceeding.  PeTbins  irmay  be 
considered,  the  intention  being  maae  known  to 


for  fact  that  the  nnlawfol  edicts  were  revoked, 
because  it  was  promised  that  on  a  certain  day 


il  jndgment  of  the  House'  whether,  although, 
iCi' 


from  thi*  sort  of  courtesy  necessary  and  proj 
lo  be  exercised  in  a  negoiiatioo  between  the  U 
ted  Slates  and  France,  the  President  was  bound 
to  believe  that  these  edicts  were  so  modified  as 
10  cease  to  exist;  whether  the  British  Oovetn- 
menl  was  bound  lo  believe  it  1  To  the  Briliah 
Oovernmeni  was  given  by  the  law  three  months 
la  abandon  her  Orders  in  Council— ariar  whati 
After  the  French  Qovemmeot  had  intimated  an 
iMention  to  rescind  its  decree*?  No;  after  the 
Prenoh  decrees  had  been  so  revoked  or  modified 


'  as  to  cease  10  operate  on  (he  Dewral  < 
of  the  United  Slates.  Tha  same  reason  of  coat- 
tesy  which  was  obligatory  00  the  Presid«at  would 
not  operate  on  her  rival  belligereot,  Great  Brit- 
ain, to  oblige  her  to  believe  it.  It  may  tbeo  he- 
questioned  whether  that  Slate  of  thlnga  existed 
which  CoDgresshad  cootempUted,  ibreemooihs' 
sfier  which  the  Don-iniereourse  with  Great  Brit- 
ain was  to  commence.  The  actual  inteBiian  of 
Congress  was  this:  Bach  nation  taking  tbe 
ground  that  her  edicii  were  consequent  oa  the 
Onlawful  edicts  of  the  other,  and  each  asMrting 
so  stouily,  that  it  was  really  difficult  to  know 
whether  either  was  in  the  wrong,  aad,  if  either 
of  them,  which ;  the  law  was  passed  lo  ascenai& 
which  would  persist.  80  far  it  was  a  well-judged 
law  ;  so  far  as  it  provided  that  if  one  ccaard  to 
violate  our  tights,  and  the  other  did  not  follow 
her  example,  we  should  be  in  a  state  of  noa-iaiei- 
course  with  that  other.  But  we  should  ha,vesivea 
that  other  a  fair  and  reasotiable  time  to  Enow 
wheiher  she  would  abandon  her  lyatein  or  ool 
If  she  did  not,  it  woald  then  appear  (hat  that 
Power,  supposing  it  to  be  Great  Britain,  was 
moat  seriously  intent  on  injuring  as.  Thcre/bre, 
in  that  event  there  would  have  been  bat  one  voice 
in  the  naiioD.  For  this  reaaon,  although  I  had 
no  agency  in  it,  I  was  always  pleased  wilk  this 
feature  of  the  law. 

But  I  must  say,  sir,  that  it  does  appear  to  me 
that  the  course  puuued  has  not  prodnced  iIm 
state  of  ihiogs  which  miist  have  been  the  objecl 
of  the  law  and  of  Congress  {  for,  inotead  of 
dating  the  proclaniBlion  .fr^m  iba  time  when, 
ihese  edicts  oad  ceased  to,  violate  the  commerce 
of  ihe  United  States,  it  was  dated  from  the  tiraa 
when  France  bad  promised  they  sbotild  so  cease  }. 
and,  as  between  France  and  us,  I  have  no  objec' 
tion  to  ihe  proposition.  But,  as  between  us  and 
Great  Britain,  to  lake  the  second  nf  November, 
when  France  was  to  withdraw  her  decrees,  aa- 
the  time  from  which  to  count  three  menibs'  inter- 
val, was  irregular;  because  it  was  not  and  conld 
not  possibly  be  known  whether  the  had  aetuaUy 
revolted  tbem.  Whatever  Fiance  bad  promised, 
the  fact  of  revocation  could  not  have  been  known 
to  the  President. 

Dot  if,  to  carry  into  effect  the  purpoae,  and 
what  I  deem  the  legitimate  object  nf  this  bill,  it. 
was  proper  to  take  the  promise  of  France  at  the 
last  summer,  and  because. soch  a  promise  was 
made,  it  was  right  to  iufer  that  sacnanactwas 
done ;  for  the  purpose  of  dealing  fairly  with  both 
nations,  I  ask  why  the  proelamation  was  ooi  is- 
sued as  to'botb?  Did  not  Great  Britain  also  prom- 
ise, if  France  fulfilled  her  engagements,  that  sbe 
would  also  revoke  her  edicts,  declaring  that  she 
would  wait  until  that  fact  was  ascertained  1 
Here,  sir,  is  promise  for  promise.  If  the  prom- 
ise of  one  to  rescind  be  taken  ai  rescinding,  so 
the  promise  of  the  other  to  reHciad  is  to  be  taken 
in  the  same  way.  Id  Ibis  part  of  tbe  argument, 
I  am  hound  to  consider  both  nations  as  intending 
to  keep  their  word  with  us.  The  fact  undoubt- 
edly ia,  if  France  in  point  of  fact  has  ceased  to 
violate  out  nentralcommcrce,  Great  Britain  must 
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baT«  ceaMd  to  violate  it  too ;  because  this  state 
of  things  then  esisiad  r  Both  powers  eonditioa- 
ally  eDgased  to  revoke  iheir  illegal  edict* — 
Fraoce  ilia  so,  it  being  aaderitood  tDat  lb«  Uoi' 
led  Siatei  caused  Great  Brilain  to  revoke  her 
ordeni  aod  blockades;  Great  Britaio  followed 
her  example,  it  being  t|inlerslood  that  Fraoce 
keeps  her  word.  - 

la  thi*  pollute  of  our  aliaita  it  does  sirike  me 
we  cannot  wiidoul  partiality,  evident  aod  palpa- 
ble, remove  all -test nctioas  against  one,  and  coo- 
linue  them  against  rhe  other.  While  1  approve 
Ihe  eouclrsy  with  which  the  Executive  received 
the  declaratioQ  of  France  tbai  ber  edicts  would 
be  rescinded,  1  caonot  advocate  the  disbelieviog 
«  declBTation  pteciaely  similar  ia  subsiaace  from 
the  other  belligerent.  It  may  well  be  doubted, 
as  to  the  DperaiiOD  of  the  aon-iniercourse  taw, 
wbeiber  that  state  of  things  existed  in  which  the 
President  could  say  that  the  edicts  of  France 
had  been  modified.  He  has  not  said  so,and  he 
eonld  not  lay  so,  sir,  becaose  he  could  not  know 
il.  All  he  Guuld  say  he  has  said,  to  wit :  that  it 
vas  officially  made  known  to  him  (not  that  he 
knew  it  of  his  own  knowledge)  that  the  decrees 
were  to  have  ceased  on  a  certain  day.  Have  we 
really  given  to  Great  Britain  the  tiiree  months 
requitM  by  the  law?  From  the  lime  of  promise 
we  have,  but  not  from  the  time  of  actual  cegsa- 
tion  to  violate  our  neutral  rights.  Have  the 
edicts  of  France  been  so  revoked  as  that  they 
ceased  on  the  first  of  Narember  to  violate  oar 
neutral  rights?  Assuredly,  whatever  reason  theie 
may  have  been  to  suppose  they  had  been  so  mod- 
ified, every  genilemaa  mutt  now  be.  convinced 
ihey  were  not  so  modiSed,  because  new  seizures 
took  place  in  December.  In  what  liiuation  then, 
air,  do  we  stand?    If  this  law  of  May  last  be  a 

Sledge  in  one  view,  il  is  »  pledge  in  another.  We 
ate  given  a  pledge  to  Great  Britain,  if  she 
cease  to  violate  her  edicts  wiibin  three  months 
after  France  shall  do  sg,  we  will  have  no  non-io- 
teicourse  act  as  to  ber.  Well,  if  on  the  8ih  of 
December,  Fraoce  bad  not  ceased  (and  tllat  she 
certainly  had  not)  to  injure  our  deutral  righla,  I 
ask  whether  il  be  fair  to  count  time  from  the  1st 
of  November?  Should  we  not  at  least  com- 
mence  with  iheStb  of  December,  because  France 
bad  not  then  ceased  her  violations?  It  does  ap- 
pear to  mo,  sir,  that  there  can  be  but  one  answer 
to  this  question.  Great  Britain  was  not  bound 
to  believe  France,  hut  to  put  an  end  to  her  e  " 
when  France  should  cease  to  violate  our  i 
inerce. 

The  original  policy  of  this  law,  ;ir,  I  da 
hesitate  to  <niy,  is  departed  from  if  you  begin  to 
calcnUie  lime  from  the  first  of  November.  We 
ate  now  in  a  stale  of  noa-iatercour^e  with  Great 
Brilain,  and  I  know  not  how  we  ere  to  get  o 
itnnlets  by  a  repeal  of  ihe  taw.  It  surely 
not  be  imputed  to  Great  Briuin  as  wrong  ihat 
she  did  not  believe  tbe  belligerent  opposed  to  her. 
Now  the  actual  slate  of  things  is,  that  neither  Las 
revoked  its  edicts  as  far  as  we  know  anything 
about  it.  If  neither  has  ceased  her  violations, 
Ihe  fact '  required  by  the  law  has  not  existed. 


Now,  ihoogfa  tbe  President  may  have  eiecnicd 
his  power  fairly ;  yet,  if  this  act  is  (o  be  out 
guide,  we  are  not  yet  in  a  condition  (o  ascertain 
the  result  of  our  experiment,  and  therefore  ought 
not  to  be  in  a  state  of  non-inlercourse.  Is  il  the- 
iotenlinn  of  the  House,  after  what  has  occurred, 
thai  the  President's  proclamation  growing  out  oT 
this  should  take  effect — that  we  are  to  be  on 
friendly  terms  with  France  alone — when  not  4 
single  instance  has  occurred  in  which  sbehas  de- 
parted f^om  her  measures?  Would  you,  under 
present  circumstances,  and  under  a  different  iWa. 
of  our  taws,  pass  a  law  ihat  we  shall  have  inter- 
course with  France  and  'none  with  Great  BritainT 
Assuredly  you  would  not.  No  gentlemai)  would 
agree  to  it.  And  tbe  same  reasons  which  woold 
induce  us  not  to  agree  to  it,  should  induce  us  to 
put  an  ecd  to  that  state  of  things  io  which  we 
are  placed.  I  ati  agreed  that  we  shall  wail  to 
bear  from  France;  II  is  perfectly  tight;  butitia 
equally  right  to  wail  to  bear  from  England  how 
she  will  act  when  the  slate  of  things  arrives  on 
which  she  has  pledged  herself  to  act.  This  can 
only  be  done  by  a  repeal  of  tbe  law,  and  there 
can  be  no  use  in  sending  hack  ta  tbe  Committee 
of  Foreign  Relations  a  bill  reported  under  tbe 
belief  of  tbe  existence  of  a  stale  of  things  differ- 
ent from  that  which  we  are  officially  informed 
does  exist.  If  iheie  be  any  other  mode  by  which 
we  can  resume  an  impartial  position  between  tlw 
two  belligerents.  I  am  willine  to  agree  to  it ;  fot 
that  was  the  real  objeoi  of  tnb  law,  to  aseeriaio 
whether  justice  would  be  done  by  either.  I  am 
free  to  say  that  I  do  not  believe  that  commercial 
restrictions  will  induce  either  to  abandon  ila 
course  iioless  the  othei'  does.  Neither  will  be^. 
What  measures  should  be  adopted  in  that  case  ia 
not  for  me  to  sav.  If  we  continue  to  be  injured 
by  both  tbe  belligerenia,  one  thing  is  proved; 
that  Ibis  non-intercourse  system  is  not  strong 
enough  Io  bring  either  or  both  of  them  toterma. 
You  cannot  operate  on  ihem,  unless  perhaps  br 
a  promise  to  go  to  war  with  oneif  the  other  shall 
revokeiia edicts,  &c. 

As  to  the  argument  in  favor  of  delaying  ade- 
cision  of  the  present  question,  tbe  sooner  il  la 
decided  the  belter.  Vessels  now  arriving  front 
Great  Britain,  who  is  no  more  to  blame  than 
France  is,  are  subject  to  confiscation,  and  not 
English  but  bonaJMt  American  properly  ia  ihua 
conuscaled.  But,  as  the  gentleman  from  Vir* 
giaia  says,  let  us  have  clear  stay^  let  us  begin  ID 
legislate  anew.  Our  present  system  has  not  pro- 
duced any  good,  nor  can  it ;  and  if  France  should 
revoke  her  edicts,  we  can  re-enacl  the  non-in- 
lercourae. 

To  conclude. 'sir,  I  put  the  qaestioD  in  this 
plain,  palpable  form :  Botlt bell igereats^ for  aught 
we  know,  continue  in  force  their  unjust' edicia. 
But  we  are  io  a  slate  of  intercoane  with  one, 
and  non-intercourse  and  inhospitaliiy  with  ths 
other.  Shall  this  state  of  things  continue?  a«i>- 
llemen'must  say  no.  If  so,  the  next  question  is, 
how  shall  we  put  an  end  to  this  nnreasonabl*, 
partial  state  at  things?  Only  by  repealing  this 
act,  leaviDg -aatselve?  at  liberty  lo  deLViae  anoh 
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sew  sjPMein  ■<  fhall  be  best  Miiied  to  our  ciTcam- 
Mineei  mad  (h«  preaent  iitie  of  the  world. 

Hr.  McKiH  <m  deeidedlf  fivorable  to  ihe  re- 
join mi  imKDt  of  this  hilt  Tot  the  reiions  assigned 
by  Ihechairmmn,  dbe.,  bo  as  loTelirve  citizens  of 
Ibe  United  Slate*  rrom  uoreisonable  diOiculty; 
tat  be  ittt  oppoaed  to  the  ameadment  oflernl  to 
4he  motion,  because  it  eogld  not  be  adopted  wiih- 
mil  a  mBDifest  breach  or  faiib,  and  he  hoped  it 
would  always  be  one  of  the  first  of  objects  with 
the  OoTernmeat  to  keep  iti  faith  with  all  the 
world.  I  am  not  of  ojunion,  *aid  Mr.  M-tbat 
(he  taw  passed  last  sesdon,  aulborizing  the  Pres- 
ident's proclamaiion,  was  meielf  a  rule  of  action 
for  our  own  citizens.  Ii  went  further.  It  held 
out  a  motire  to  Oreat  Briuio  and  France  to  in- 
duce them  10  ceiie  depredatiotis  on  our  com- 
merce. 

It  appears  thai  Fraaee  has  availed  herself  of 
our  propoiitiOD,  and  has  (AciatI y  aDoouneed  ibat 
her  decrees  ceased  operaiioD  on  ilielBt  of  NoTcra- 
ber  last.  Agreeably  to  the  terms  of  the  law,  the 
Presiflent  ha*  annouoeed  ibis  fact  by  proclama- 
tion. Fiance  heviDg  acted  on  thii  law,  it  will  be 
out  of  our  power,  without  Ihe  most  flagrant 
breach  of  eo«>d  faiifa,  to  say  ibat  we  will  repeal 
that  lav  I  that  Franca  shall  not  derire  the  beoefil 
contemplated  by  it.  The  gentleman  from  New 
Yorh  hu  obserred  that  there  is  a  disiinetioo 
made  io  oar  procedure  toward  the  two  oalioas  ; 
that  wa  have  no  etideoce  that  France  has  so  re- 
Toked  her  edicts  that  they  ceased  lo  Ttolale  onr 
Moiral  commerce.  When  we  compare  the  cir- 
eumstaBoea  of  the  arraiigemeiit  of  April,  1809, 
with  Oreal  Brilain,  and  that  of  Norember  last 
with  France,  we  shall  find  Ihe  ezpresEJoits  in  bocb 
cates  to  bare  been  much  alike.  Oreat  Briiarn 
■taied  lo  onr  OoTCrnment  that  her  Orders  in 
Council,  on  a  given  day,  should  bare  ceased; 
Ftanee,  that  ber  edicts  would  cease  to  operate.  I 
eao  see  DO  disiinetioo  here.  It  is  the  courieay  be- 
tween QoTemmenis  lo  take  the  assuraoeefor  the 
act,  and  not  to  wait,  as  indif  iduals,  to  see  whether 
(bay  would  do  wbat  they  promised,  dec.  The 
President,  in  both  these  cases,  has  pursued  ibis 
aoarae— a  conrae,  in  my  opiaion,  seldom  deviated 
from. 

A  great  deal  has  been  said  relative  to  the  ineon- 
Teniences  of  the  non-inierconrse,  embargo,  and 
Ibe  rcsirictJTe  sysieni  generally.  That  has  no 
bearing  on  this  question.  The  real  question  is— 
Is  onr  faith  pl«tged  to  France,  and  shall  we  coid- 
ply  with  it?  If  restrictive  measures  are  inconve- 
nient, it  is  no  argument  against  our  complying 
with  our  engagementa.  We  are  bound  to  carry 
the  law  into  effect.  I  hope  ihis  aaiion  will  never 
be  guilty  of  a  breach  of  faith,  but  will  coniioue 
at  all  limes  to  fulGl  the  engagements  she  has  en- 
tered ioio.  For  theft  reasons,  sir,  (hou|;h  I  am 
anxious  that  the  bill  should  be  recommitted,  I  am 
as  initoosly  opposed  in  the  repeal  of  the  law,  as 
prapoiad  by  the  amendment. 
'  Mr.  FiBK  said  that,  on  taking  his  sent  this 
uoruing,  ttoibiog  was  further  from  his  expecla- 
tioD  than  the  discussion  in  which  be  found  the 
Hoiue  oDgaged:  although  unexpected,  this  dia> 


euasioo  was  not  unimportant.  It  waa  inportaal 
as  related  to  the  eommercial  intereai*  oftbe  coon- 
try,  and  lo  the  honor,  character,  and  grmd  faith  ef 
the  Qovernmeot;  and  h«  regretted  that  be  bad 
been, prevented  froci  taking  his  aeat  fa  time  to 
hear  the  arguments  of  the  Honorable  gemfemsB 


amendmentbe  bad  offered  t 
tion  of  the  House.  We  are  called  Dpon  by  (bit 
resdutiqii,  said  Mr.  P.,  to  instruet  the  Commit* 
lee  on  Foreign  Relations  to  prepare  and  bringin 
a  bill,  to  repeal  the  act  concernins'  commercial 
intercoune,  ^.,  passed  the  tsi  of  May  last.  This 
directs  oar  atteniion  to  the  provisions  of  Ihe  law 
proposed  lo  be  repealed.  The  law  embraees  two 
principtes — the  interdiction  of  ibe  ralraiMc  of 
foreign  armed  vessels  into  the  harbors  or  waten 
of  ihe  United  States,  and  a  provision  that,  if 
Qreai  Brilain  or  France  should,  before  the  3d  day 
of  March  next,  so  revoke  or  modify  her  edieiaa* 
that  they  shall  cease  to  violate  the  neutral  coa> 
meree  of  Ibe  United  Slates,  the  fact  shall  be  de- 
clared by  proclamaiLon ;  sod,  tf  the  other  sboold 
noi.in  three  months  thereafter,  aba  revoke  or  mod- 
ify her  edicts  in  like  manner,  that  ihea  the  third, 
fourth,  flfih,  sixth,  seventh,  eighth,  niath,  lenih. 
and  eighieeoth  seeijons  of  the  act  to  laictdiciihe 
commercial  intercoorse  between  the  United 
SiBiei  and  Great  Britain  and  France,  sheald  be 
revived  and  have  full  force  against  the  natioa  re- 
fusing or  negleclini;  to  revoke  or  modify  ber 
edicts,  and  the  restrictions  of  the  act  of  ihe  1st 
of  May  last  were  lo  cease  in  relation  to  the  naiioa 
so  revoking  or  modifying  her  edieis.  Tbe  oper- 
ation and  effect  of  ihe  sections  of  the  aei,  revived 
by  the  proclamaiion,  will  be  a  prohibttioD  of  the 
imporiaiioD  of  any  goods,  wares, oris ercbaiidiss^ 
of  the  growth  or  manofaclure  m  the  nation  re- 
fusing to  revoke  hw  cdicis,  and  a  freeintereoorae 
with  the  nation  revoking. 

On  tbe  3d  day  of  Murember  hst,  the  Prendent, 
pntsuani  to  the  autbority  given  by  tbe  act  <rf  tbe 
Isl  of  Hay,  issued  bis  proclaniatioa,  declaring 
ihai  tl  had  been  officially  made  known  to  thia 
Qorernment,  that  the  edicts  of  France,  violating 
the  neutral  commeree  of  the  United  States,  haa 
been  so  revoked  as  lo  cease  to  have  e6Vet  on  the 
1st  of  November— eonseqoently,  the  aecttom  of 
the  act  iBierdieiing  importations  from  England 
were  revived,  and  are  Ihis  day  to  lake  effect.  By 
the  law  of  the  Ist  of  May,  we  made  ao  ofl^,  em- 
bracing a  promise,  to  both  the  belligerents.  We 
said  lo  Oreat  Brilain,  revoke  your  Orders  in  Coub- 
cil,  and  we  will  exclude  every  article  of  French 
mtrcbandise  from  our  markets — to  France,  revoke 
your  decrees,  and  we  will  exclude  British  mef- 
chandise.  These  offers  were  made  to  both  na- 
tions. England  neglect*— France  accedes  to  tbe 
proposiiioo  we  make,  and  gives  our  Government 
official  assurances  thai,  after  tbe  first  of  Novem- 
ber, tbe  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  wilt  cease  n 
have  effect.  What,  ihen,  becomes  the  doty  of 
ibis  Government  ?  Whf ,  undoubtedly,  te  observa 
and  fulfil,  with  good  lajih,  the  promise  a  has 
made ;  and  yet  we  are  debatiog  whether  we  sitall 
DbaNve  it,  or  by  a  solemn  act  Tccohtn  tifai  we  will 
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be  retwMd  from  it;  ihat  we  will  par  no  rmrd 
to  this  DBtional  ensaftemnil.  Wbile  «»eomplaiD 
of  the  "punua  fidea"-  of  olbrr  natioDt.  Lire  are 
aboDi  to  TJolaia  tb«  pligfaieil  Taiih  of  ibe  Ameri- 
can QoTcrDmnil;  lo  commit  the  verf  faalt  we 
BO  readily  and  juitlf  condemn  in  oiben.  Oo  this 
Sd  dar  of  February,  when  the  offer  oar  Ghtvero- 
meot  ba«  made  is  lo  ucume  tb«  more  impoaing 
and  BolemD  form  of  ao  obligaiioa,  are  we  lo  de- 
liberate whelbarii  require*  our  obserTaace  or  aoti 
Id  all  ibe  railiag  accuwitioai  made  against  the 
AmericaJi  Qoretameot,  aoieTea  its enemiea hare 
chvrged  il  with  a  wamon  violation  of  ila  f^od 
iaitb.  And,  sir,  rather  than  our  Qorernment 
abould  bv  any  act  merit  tbii  iapWaiioD.  1  would 
•««  ODe  half  of  all  the  American  properly  saori- 
fioed.  On  ibie  day,  the  law  of  the  1st  of  May 
becomes  a  national  compact  between  the  Ameri- 
OCB  ami  a  fnreigD  GovernmeDl;  and  whatever 
may  now  ha  oar  views  of  the  policy  and  B|i*an> 
taffBs  of  the  mesBore,  we  are  not  at  liberiy  at  this 
tima  to  revoke  or  abaadon  it.'  Wa  are  pledged  to 
oarry  it  into  effect  wiili. good  faith. 

The  honorable  gentlennB  from  Tirgjnia  has 
told  us  that  Ihi)  Uw  is  our  own  ;  that  it  is  a  rnle 
of  eoaduet,  I  admit  the  deflnilioa  to  be  eorreel- 
Alt  laws, even  the  law*  of  gravitation,  arv  rule* 
of  aclioo.  But  this  law  is  not  a  mere  municipal 
regnlation  to  govern  the  eoadnet  of  the  Ameri- 
ean  people  in  relation  to  meaiarea  confined  lo 
themselves,  without  regard  to  otbei^.  The  rule 
of  conduct  preacribed  by  this  aoi,  ia  mora  etten- 
aive;  it  connects  a  coarse  of  policy  we  have  prom- 
iBed  to  pursoe,  with  the  interest  and  pnlioT  of 
another  Oovernment.  There  are  now  two  par- 
lies to  he  governed  by  this  rule,  and  we  canAot, 
eonaisteot  with  gvod  faith,  as  one  of  the  panin, 
«•»  ibat  we  will  not  regard  tlria  role  of  conduct, 
wnich,  on  the  bippening  of  certain  cod  tin  gen  ein, 
we  are  pledged  ta  observe.  Has  It  not  been  offi- 
cially annonneed  to  us  by  the  French  Ghtvem- 
ment  that  their  edicU  would,  on  the  first  day  of 
November,  cease  to  bare  their  effect?  Haa  not 
this  modiAcation  been  made  known  by  the  Freai- 
deni's  proclamation  1  Yes,  air,  these  events  bave 
bappeped,  and  we  are  boond  in  good  faith  to 
carry  into  effect  the  act  probibiiiag  iniportBtians 
front  Qreat  Britain,  unless  indeed  the  British  w- 
dcra  shall  bave  been  alto  modified  or  raToked  on 
tbiaday;  because  we  have,  by  a  legialatlre  act, 
declared  that,  on  the  happening  of  tnese  erente, 
all  ImfMHtationa-of  British  gonda  into  this  coun- 
try should  cease.    - 

Bui,  lit  is  contended  by  some  gentlemen,  that 
the  French  edicts  are  not  revoked,  and  the  seizure 
kX  the  "New  Orleans  Packet"  at  Bordeaor,  to 
November,  is  relied  on  as  evidence  that  the  Ber- 
lin and  Milan  deereca  were  then,  and  in  that 
Itl"?**'  '"''"■c'd  against  American  properly. 
The  ieformation  contained  in  the  Message  of  the 
President,  communicated  to  this  House  (be  day 
before  yesterday,  in  relation  to  this  seizure,  ren- 
der* it  doubtful  whether  the  New  Orleans  Packet 
jns  seized  for  a  viohtioB  of  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees,  or  for  some  other  cause  ;  and  we 
have  Bo  evidente  that  this  seiznie  was  mads  by 


the  ordef-  of  iho  French  Qorernment.  When  the  . 
despatch  of  Mr.  Roatell  left  Paris,  the  vierws  of 
that  Oovemment,  in  reiatina  to  this  act,  were  an- . 
known  to  our  sgeaL  It  u  unoertaiu  upon  what 
grounds  tbe  seiznrc  was  made..  Aiidin  tbi*  state 
of  uncertainty,  shall  we  determine  the  grounds 
npon  which  it  was  madel  and  say  tiiat  i(  was 
made  for  a  violation  of  tbe  decrees  wittch  that 
Qoveromeni  have  assared  us  were  revoked,  when 
tbe  neii  arrivals  from  France  may  bring  inform- 
ation tbqt  the  French  Qorarninent  have  disavow- 
ed this  aciof  tbe custom-bous« officer,  and  restor- 
ed the  properly  1  No,  sir,  let  us  wait  for  further 
intelligence  before  ws  act  B})0d  this,  subject. 
Suppose  that  we  sbonld  pass  this  resolulioa,  and 
repeal  the  act  of  the  1st  of  May,  and,  by  tbe  time 
tbis  repealing  act  becomes  a  Uw,  informatina 
should  De  received  from  France  that  her  edicts, 
.violating  our  neutral  conlmNce,  have  ceased 'to 
bare  iheir  effect;  that  American  vessels  and 
prodiice  araadmlttad  into  all  the  ports  of  France 
ttpoa  term*  coariateot  with  the  rights  of  a  neutral 
Power,  upoa  tbe  conditions,  bowever,  meniiooed 
in  tbe  Presidant'i  proclMnaticn  ?  Are  gentlemen 
aware  of  the  diffieultiea  in  which  snch  a  state  of 
tbie^  must  involve  u*,  and  of  the  dangers  to 
which  all  American  property  in  tbe  power  of 
France  wonid  be  subjected  %  U  is  eeruinly  poa- 
stbie  that  the  next  despatebea  may  bring  informa- 
tion of  the  toisl  rerocBtion  of-  ibe  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees,  however  much  the  contrary  may 
be  apprehended ;  and  I  am  willing  to  owe,  sir, 
that  I  bave  no  great  confidence  in  tbe  sueceas . 
and  protection  which  oammeroeia  lo  find  under 
that  Qovernment,  which  causes  accounts  to  be 
pMbltshed  in  its  official  papers  of  the  oonfiagra- 
lion  of  racrchandiae-  I  am  ready  to  admit,  that 
all  hopes  of. commercial  freedom  and  prosperity, 
insneh  times  and  uuder  such  a  Ooveromenc,  wtll 
probably  prove  illnaory.  But  your  stieolton  is  di- 
rected to  another  quarter.  Lai  it  be  admitted  thu 
the  French  decrees  are  still  in  ibroe,  and  let  us 
suppose  thai  the  British  order?  have  been  repealed 
or  modified  before  this  day,  can  we  feeljusii&ed 
in  repealing  the  actof  the  1st  of  May  3  Certainly 
not.  For  if  Oreal  Britain  revoke*  her  edicts,  and 
France  does  not,  then  we  are  pledged  to  carry 
thia  act  ioto  eSecl  against  France ;  and,  in  either 
event,  we  are  not  at  liberty  now  to  repeal  it,  un- 
less we  entirely  disregard  the  promise  we  bave 
mdde:  We  are  boUDiT lo  wait  until  we  can  learn 
the  slate  of  things  in  Eaglaud  oc  this  day;  until 
we  can  aseerisia  whether  tbe  British  orders  are 
tbiaday  in  force  against  us  or  not;  and,  until  ibis  . 
i n form atioQ .  can  m  obtained,  we  are  not,  in  my 
o|nnion,  at  libert)[  to  repeal  ibis  act.  To  repeal 
it  would  be  an  injury  to  themerchaniEiosieadof 
a  benefit ;  it  would  expose  them  to  ia&rcaied  risk* 
and  danger*. 

We  hn.ra been  of^D advised  to  leaveeommerce 
unrestrained,  and  toid  that  tbe  merchants  knew 
better  than  Congress  tbe  dangers  to  which  trade 

A    .    .1  .  if..: I.:-!.    I 


arde  to  which  trade  was  ezposedi  althougbat  tbe 
litae  deemed  evil  and  anfouiided,  1uit«,  mtforln- 
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tuD^ielf,  proved  Iru*.  Wbep,  under  ibe  Bon-iit> 
Ictcourse  iTscem,  (he  aTeoueii  of  irade  ti>  Tod- 
MBgeD  and  St.  Sebtstiin's  were  left  open,  the 
merebeDls,  in  fancied  lecuriif,  crowded  ihcRs 
maikeia,  and  the  voyage*  ha«B  Tcsolted  in  the 
seizure  and  BcqueMiaiioD  of  their  veMcli  and 
oargoes;  and,  before '[[eaileineD  urge,  m  objec' 
liooa  to  the  >;atetu  of  commCTcial  lettriciioBS 
we  bare  pursued,  ihe  embarrBMrneau  whieb 
trade  has  luSered,  ihey  ougbi  to  show  that,  iode- 

Codeut  of  tfoeae  restrictions,  trade  woDld  hare 
en  free  eud  unem  bar  raited.  For  the  eipiurei, 
feizatet,  and  aequ  extra  lions  of  Ameriean  properly 
biTe  Dot  been  in  cniuequence  of  tuiy  acts  jMued 
by  Congrees. 

HoweTer  averse  we  may  feel  to  rely  much 
longer  upon  experimeaii  of  commercial  warfare, 
aiicb  at  this  liioe  is  the  elate  of  our  foreign  reta- 
ttoua,  as  to  preclude  any  material  change  in  the 
attitude  we  have  taken.  The  most  we  can  coo- 
•uicDtly  do,  with  the  inforuiBiion  now  before  os, 
u  to  reeommit  thebill  reported  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Relations,  in  order  to  make  way 
for  an  act  to  relieve  Amettean  vesadi  and  mer- 
abandise,  in  certain  eases,  from  the  operation  of 
the  act  of  the  Isl  of  January  last,  which  is  to  uke 
effect  thi»  day.  Thus  fur  we  may  go,  but  topro- 
eeeil  further,  at  this  time,  would,  in  my  opinion, 
be  premature.  I  therefore  hope  the  bill  «>tll  be 
reaommiited,  and  the  proposed  aineodioeDi  be 

Mr.  ftoiMcr  wai  in  favor  of  the  motion  under 
eooeideralioo,  but  did  not  rise  to  go  into  the  dia~ 
eostion.  As  to  ihu  violation  of  out  faith,  be  taid 
be  would  ask  ijae  queiiion  ;  whether  our  faith's 
pledge  dill  not  rest  upon  this  single  point;  that 
on  the  first  of  Novemtter  the  edicts  of  the  French 
Emperor  were  repealed  1  If  they  were  not,  all 
pretence  of  a  pledge  of  the  faith  of  this  nation 
under  the  law  was  fallacions.  I  ask  the  Haiue, 
iatd  Mr.  ^,  If  we  have  tiot  perfect  evidence  that 
this  wa»  not  tite  case  1  Look  at  the  letter  just 
laid  00  oar  table.  Our  faith  was  pledged  upon 
the  fact  of  the  revocation  of  the  decrees  occurriur; 
and  that  fact  not  having  occurred  as  late  as  tne 
11th  of  DecEDiber,  no  edicts  having  been  repealed, 
we  are  at  liberty  to  do  as  we  please.  In  tjiefirsl 
place,  I  will  state  a  fact,  that  this  Government 
Las  no  evidence  of  any  act  done  on  this  subjeel 
by  Napoleon  the  Qreal.  All  the  evidence  we 
have  on  the  subjeel  is  a  declaration  of  the  Min- 
uter of  Foreign  Affairs.  If  gentlemen  recur  to 
the  Berlin  and  Milaa  decrees,  ihey  will  find  that 
those  decrees  arcfundameDtaliawsof  the  French 
Empire,  and  for  their  repeal  of  course  require  the 
•ame  formality  and  authenticity  as  for  their  en- 
action. If  they  are  not  repealed  in  the  form  of 
'  the  repealing  law  in  such  cases,  the  fact  has  not 
occurred  upon  which  the  failli  of  ihe  nation  testa ; 
upon  geDtlemen's  own  ground.  Now,  sir,  I  ask 
if  there  be  a  gentleman  in  this  House  who  pre- 
tends that  there  ever  was  a  repeal  of  the  B«rli~ 
and  Milan  decrees  1  What  evideace  have  we  a 
Ibis  point)  Id  thefirst  place  the  fact  that  the 
brig  New  Orieana  Packet  wa«  seized  at  Bordeaux 
under  the  Berlin  and  Uikn  decree*  by  the  col- 


lector  of  the  euaioroa;  so  thai,  so  far  M  related  to 
the  cuatom-hoase  at  Bordeaux,  the  fact  bad  not 
been  annonneed  in  December.  We  have  next 
(be  declaration  of  Jooalhan  RuswII,  who  in  hb 
letter  to  the  French  Minister  of  Foreign  Afftin, 
althoogb  he  goes  into  a  course  of  reasoaing 
against  the  seizure  of  the  vessel,  declares  that  ii 
will  not  be  pretended  that  those  decrees  have  been 
revoked.  HowtheD,sJr,CBn  gentlemeo  resiany- 
thJDganlhe  plighted  faith  of  this  naiioo,  whea 
that  faith  was  pledged,  if  pledged  at  all,  on  aeoa- 
lingeney  which  has  not  occurred  1  The  Freaeb 
Emperor,  in  order  to' hold  the  plirhled  faith  of 
this  nation,  according  to  gentlemen's  own  reason- 
Jng,  must  have  done  an  act  which  waa  ■  repeal 
of  a  fandamental  law  of  the  Empire.  No  nieh 
act  has  been  done ;  the  faith  of  the  nation  the* 
not  pledged. 

Mr.'  Chbtes  said  he  was  not  aorrr  that  lU* 
ameudment  had  been  proposed  ;  he  waa  not  sorry 
that  the  subject  was  now  agitated,  beeause  it  had 
■ready  bad  the  efi'eei  of  eliciting  private  opieioa 
jQ  a  aubiect  on  which  every  one  hesitated  aad 
donbted  now  to  act ;  and  because  it  woold  enable 
ifaem  to  embody  public  seoiiment.  Bai,  afier  so 
much  had  been  done,  he  hoped,  for  sevenj  reasona, 
that  the  question  on  the  repeal  of  the  law  woold 
not  now  be  takeo,  but  that  the  bid  would  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  RclatioBa. 
The  honorable  a^  eloqtieat  gentleman  who  bed 
made  the  motion  (Mr.  ftAHOOLra)  was  not  rooia 
dissatisfied  with  the  state  of  our  fo^iga  leiatioas 
than  he  was;  or  more  satisfied  of  the  fatility  of 
those  measures  lately  adopted.  Mr.  G.  said  be 
had  aever  been  satisfied  of  the  wisdom  or  propri- 
ety of  the  law  of  May  last  in  any  other  view  than 
one.  He  believed  it  woold  make  ibe  country  ael 
a  part  worthy  of  its  eharaeter ;  it  woold  precipitate 
us  on  a  particular  enemy — and  this  he  briieved 
the  conntry  required.  He  believed  a  more  direet 
and  proper  course  shonld  long  a)(0  have  been  r«- 
sorted  to.  The  qiie»tiont  now'beforc  tbe  House 
were,  whether  (he  bill  should  be  recommitted  to 
the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  for  tbe  pur* 
pose  of  amendment  merdy,or  whether  tbemotioti 
for  reeoramitmeni  sliould  be  coupled  with  oae 
which  it  appeared  to  him  could  not  with  propriety 
be  ingrafted  on  it.  The  motion  as  originally 
made  went  to  tbe  modification- of  a  law ;  the  pro- 
posed amendment  to  a  repeal  of  it.  It  appeared 
to  him  that  the  latter  should  properly  rise  as  a 
aubstantive  qdestion.  He  ehotrld  not  be  sorry  if 
tbe  bill  was  recommitted  merely  fur  tbefinrpose 
of  singing  its  requiem  ;  he  shonld  not  be  sorry  if 
it  should  eventuate  so  a*  to  remove  the  traroiaeU 
in  which  the  act  of  May  might  have  shackled  m. 
He  said  be  wished,  as  much  as  say  one.  that  the 
nation  should  be  untrammelled  sad  in  a  situation 
to  act  in  amanner  worthy  of  its  former  spirit  and 
its  honor.  But  in  the  present  cose  ha  believrd 
the  nation  could  not  act,  and  that  it  was  commit- 
ted as  to  the  course  ii  shonld  porsae.  He  wonid 
meet  gentlemen  on  that  footing.  Unless,  be  iaid, 
a  breach  of  faith  was  intettdeiJ,  ibey  ought  not  to 
adopt  the.  piopoted  amendment.  If  tbe  Berlin 
and  Uilan  deeives  were  bm  revoked  oo  the  &tat 
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or  NoTember,  h*  agreed  that  ihe  Hmim  were.  &ot 
under  ■»  obligaii^n  to  reject  tfae  imendineDt  pro- 
posed. But  it  ma  not  in  ibU  (t>ge  of  th»  buai- 
ii#M  proprr  lo. adopt  it.  The  KCDtleman  who 
mored  it  predicated  it  od  the  facts  commutiicBied 
by  oui  agPDt  io  Fraoee,  or  oa  ilie  general  oonduet 
of  that  natioD.  H«  bad  said  that  the  engagemeiii 
was  ineffectaat ;  that  Ihe  Hoase  wa*  not  bound 
lo  carry  it  into  eSeei,  bectUMthey  wereioTarmed 
by  tiie  laie  eomroflicatioD  from  lh»  Prestdenl, 
that  it  h»d  been  Tiolated  on  the  part  of  France; 
beCBUM  it  had  not  been  acted  oa  in  the  spirit  of 
good  faith;  because  her  depiedations  had  tieea 
such  as  to  make  this  matter  embrace  but  au  im- 
perfect part  of  them.  And  if  this  anpeared  lohim 
to  be  Ihe  ease, Mr.  C.  said  he  should  caucur  with 
thageollemaniutipinioo.  Bat  that  not  beiog  the 
case,  he  said  he  would  radearor  to  show  that  we 
are  placed  in  such  a  situation  as  to  oblige  us,  in 
obcervance  of  good  faith,  to  adhere,  kI  least  for  a 
time,  lo  the  measures  we  have  sdopted.  He 
would  say  bis  fears  were  thai  it  bad  been  violated 
on  the  part  of  France ;  bat  that  ibere  wms  no  rea- 
son for  aoliag  with  pTecipiiHiion.  The  vessel 
bringing  Mr.  RuhcU's  letter  baring  left  Fraace 
Isi  of  Jaonary,  and  eoDveying  no  later  auiheniie 
tofoTDMtioD,  was  a  circutasiaoee  from  which  b« 
argued  nnfavorably.  But  ibtre  was  no  reason 
for  precipitation  ;  and  Ihey  woolil  act  with  prO' 
priely  if  iher  should  wait  till  later  intelligence 
was  received.  If,  witbio  a  reasonable  time  do 
diaarowal  of  ibe  seizure  should  be  made  on  the 
part  of  France,  he  should  be  disposed  to  lake  it  as 
prima  facit  evidence  of  a  violaiioa  of  her  faith. 
Butwereihe  House  compelled  now  to  act  7  Could 
they  not  delay  forafew  daysl  He  thought  t  lie  y 
might ;  and  therefore  objected  to  the  coiisidera- 
tion  of  the  proposition  to  repeal  the  law  of  May 
last,  ai  Ibis. moment;  and  wished  it  posipoeed 
till  ibe^ -could  enjoy  the  advantage  of  luriherio- 
formatioa.  H  they  were  now  to  act,  and  should 
shortly  be  ioformed  that  the  act  was  disavowed, 
what  would  be  their  sitoation  1  Would  it  not  be 
a  breach  of  plighted  failb  or  compact?  Was  it 
not  better  that  the  nation  should  preserve  all  it 
bad  left — its  good  foith '?  Its  property  and  honor 
had  been  sacrificed ;  and  all  that  was  leC^  was  its 
good  faith.  If  that  were  cherished,  it  would  op- 
erate as  an  ennobling  principle.  He  hoped  th» 
House  would  therefore  hesitate  |  and,  as  long  as 
they  might  suppose  thai  they  should  depart  from 

Ed  faith  by  adopting  the  amendmenl  propo»ed, 
I  they  would  refuse  to  agree  to  it.  As  the 
gentleman  who  moved  the  amendment  excelled 
m  honorable  personal  sentiment,  Mr  C.  sai^  be 
would  believe  that  he  also  cherished  an  honorable 
national  seniimeot.  But  he  apprehended  ibai  no 
violation  of  ber  faiih  by  France  was  aseerteined, 
either  by  the  declaralioa  of  France  or  by  the  oc- 
currence of  delay  sufficient. lo  warrant  (he  pre- 
sumption that  the  seizure  at  Bordeaux  was  aa 
authorized  act.  There  bad  been  a  violaiioa  in 
fact  oi  tbe  engagement,  butit  was  not  asceiiaiaed 
to  have  been  ut^er  the  auiboriiy  of  Qoveroment. 
It  was  neither  ascertaiaed  by  a  positive  declara- 
lioa or  suddan,  silence  that  such  was  the  fact.    If 


it  was,  he  should  be  williiig  to  adopt  the  proposed 
ameodmeat.  I 

One  gentlemau  had  observed  that  the  amend-  | 

meni  ought  to  be  adopted  because  the  nation  had 
heretofore  endeavored,  by  all  tbe  means  ia  its. 
power,  to  counteract  the  measures  of  the  bellig- 
erents and  failed,  Sc^.  He  said  be  differed  from 
tbe  gentleman  in  opinion  that  all  tlie  measures 
which  could  be  tried  bad  failed.  He  believed  tbe 
country  lo  be  equal,  without  the  imposition  of  ' 
direct  taxes,  to  meet  all  its  foes,  to  call  forth  all 
its  energies;  and  be  should  not  believe  that  it 
was  not  the  disposition  of  ihe  country.  The  evil 
was  that  Congress  had  not  applied  the  proper  ex- 
citements; it  was  not  because  the  Government 
bad  nijl  come  up  to  the  tone  of  (he  people.  When 
the  exigencies  and  necessity  of  the  nation  should 
call  for  it,  the  people  would  bear  even  direct  taxes. 
But  nothing  of  inat  kind  need  be  looked  lo  ;  tha 
credit  of  tbe  naiioo  remained  uashaken,  its  faith 
unbroken  •  Let  us  preserve  that,  said  Mr.  C,  and 
wc  are  safe;  and  I  telieve  tbe  time  is  not  far  dis- 
tant when  it  will  be  the  iaterestand  Iriie  wisdom 
of  the  Oovetoment,  as  it  is  the  actual  disposition 
of  the  people,  Io  resist  ibe  injuries  indicted  on  us. 

Another  geoileman  had  said  that  an  iocorceet 
coDstruelJon  bad  been  given  by  the  Executive  to 
the  law  of  May  lasu  Mr.  C.  said  he  differed  from 
tfae  gentleman  as  to  the  construction.  He  quoted 
the  Taw,  which  provides  that  when  either  of  the 
belligerents  sball  so  revoke  or  modify  it*  edict* 
as  that  they  ahall  cease  to  violate  the  neutral  com- 
merce of  ibe  United  States,  then  certain  conse- 
quences shall  fellow.  Tfae  argument  of  the  g«n< 
tleman  irora  New  York  (Mr.  GAanENiBR)  was, 
that  tfae  laV  provided  ibat  wfaen  either  of  the  bel- 
ligerents shoold  cease  la  violate  our  rights,  &c. 
ib?D  such  efieets  should  follow.  But  Mr.  C.  said, 
the  law  provided  that  whenever  either  of  tbe  bel- 
ligereois  should  so  revoke  or  n^dify,iis  edicts  as 
that  they  (tbe  edicts)  should  cease  to  violate,  &«• 
then  the  President  was  to  itsue  bis  proelamalioa,.. 
&c.  -Had  not  France  so  revoked  or  modified  her 
edicul  Had  she  not  said  that  her  decrees  would 
cease  to  exist  on  the  first  of  November  "i  WfaaL 
was  this  but  B  modification  as  required  by  the 
law  t  Though  she  should  not  ait  in  conformity 
toherrevocaiioB,itwould  not  produce  any  chaoga 
in  the  fact.  Tiioogb  she  should  continue  to  violato 
the  commerce  of  tbe  United  States,  she  will  not- 
wiibstauding  have  so  modified  her  edicts  and  de- 
crees as  that  ihey  should  cease  to  violate  the  com- 
merce of  (he  United  States.  The  seizure  of  the 
Orleans  Packet  wasa  violatioaof  our  rights;  but 
the  decrees  were  nevertheless  extinct.  What  is 
a  decree?  A  declaralioa  of  the  volition  of  the 
mind.  One  declarailoo  causes  it  to  exist;  another 
causes  it  to  cease.  The  late  seizure  of  our  vessels, 
if  authorized,  i^  a  violation  of  our  rigbis,  but  not 
under  those  decrees;  for  the  decrees  have  been 
declared  not  to  be  io  force. 

But,  mid  another  gentieman,  (Mr.  Q^incy,)  tbe 
decrees  were  not  revoked,  because  Ihey  were  fun- 
damental laws  of  ,ihe  Empire  ;  and  tfae  alleged 
revocation  was  but  a  declaration  of  tbe  Minister, 
and  that  it  waa  necessary  that  the  decrees  should 
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be  reroked  bjr  a  hF^hei'  Kathoriijr.  It  t«  ncoenar^, 
■■id  Mr.  C,  for  tbe  ^Dtlemaii  to  prove  ibil  il  U 
DOt  «D  eqDsllr  high  BUthoTiir>  I  deny  that  it  is 
not.  It  is  neceiMry  for  the  gcDtlcmao's  argaineai 
to  prove  that  the  tubaiaoce  consign  in  the  form. 
I  deny  it,  lir.  There  ii  a  form  in  which  tcts  are 
macted ;  bat  forma  may  b«  dispensed  wiib.  la 
it  trae  that  the  fuDdamenlal  laars  of  the  Empire, 
the  rannicipil  Uvf,  are  obligatorj  on  foreign 
BaiioDB  ?  and  Is  it  neccsMry  to  tbe  ireaty-makiDg' 
power  or  10  the  esecuiiou  of  11,  that  tbe  parij 
treating  nhould  be  possened  of  a  perfect  kBowl 
•dge  of  tha  law*  of  tbe  coantry  wiib  which  it  Ja 
treating?  No,  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  it.  It  ii 
'  Kot  a  matter  of  ibqDJrjr  by  the  negotiator.  The 
tteatf-makiBg  power,  the  Sovereign  of  tbe  coun- 
try, declare*  t  bai  they  iball  be  revoked.  Sir,  shall 
we  hesitate  in  believing  that  the  Ooveraroent  of 
France  is  a  denpotiam;  that  all  power  resides  in 
its  ruler?  Wlien  Mich  ia  the  Oovernment  wiib 
wbiah  you  ireat,  what  do  yoa  want  but  tt  decJi 
niioa  of  the  Ghivernor  to  show  what  is  the  law 
of  the  coaotryl  No  man  doubts  its  supremacy. 
Tbe  declirraiiOa  of  his  will  is  complete  evidence 
«f  what  shall  be  eoBaidered  aa  obligatory  on  that 
country.  Have  we  not  then  an  anequlvoeal  de- 
claration of  hia  wili7  To  me  il  appcarrwa  have. 
1  say,  air,  that  the  decrees  were  removed,  and 
that  if  the  violation  of  our  rlgbta  continued  to- 
morrow, yet  tbe  decrees  were  so  revoked  on  tbe 
8fai  of  November  ■■  that  they  did  cease  to  violate 
<mr  eontmnce,  U  oar  right*  are  now  violated,  it 
iaa  violation  indepeodent  of  tbe  decrees,  by  the 
nere  will  of  an  arbitrary  and  powerful  Oovem- 
Benl.  If  the  decreet  are  thm  revoked,  we  mast 
have  evidence  aatisfaetory  indeed  to  prove  that 
ibey  are  in  fact  adhered  to.  This  evidence  we 
have  not ;  but  if  it  be  afforded  by  an  ezpreas  de- 
elaraiioa  or  uneourEeona  silence  in  answer  to  tbe 
wmonstraoce  of  oor  agent  in  France,  it  will  tbeu 
aitd  not  till  then  be  an  incanbent  duty  to  act  on 
ike  subject. 

For  these  reason*  I  am  of  opinion  we  ought 
not  at  ibis  lime  to  act  on  a  que«lioB  not  neces- 
ear ily  connected  with  a  recommitment  of  tbe  bill. 
I  hope  that  the  eommittee  will  be  permitted  to 
(DOB  and  prepare  id  meet  eircumsiances  which 
may  occur.  And,  sir,  1  should  not  be  aorrv  if 
the  eomniitee  had  no  other  duty  to  perform  Inan 
that  of  chanling  it*  reqoiem.  1  do  not  consider 
tbe  law  a  benefit.  I  admit  that  nothing  Kood  is 
likely  to  reaulc  from  a  commerce  with  France; 
whilst  her  enormous  dalles  exist,  it  will  be  a 
eemaierce  Without  any  benefit  and  therefore 
illusory. 

Mr.  WbgatdM  said,  if  it  was  agreed  on  all 
hands  that  the  people  of  this  nation  were  in  an 
embarrassing  situation;  if  it  was  equally  agreed 
tbai  oar  emlnrrau meats  had  risen  out  of  tbe  law 
Mueii  in  Mav  laal,  why  not  repeal  that  law  1 
Mr.  W.  Mid  Ke  was  Dot  disposed  to  criminate 
(be  coodtMt  of  these  who  enacted  that  la'vf,  nor 


qocot  on  that  law  and  the  Bradamuio 
I^etidcnt,  it  w««  pronncd  mat  the 
now  be  repealed  ;  and  he  thought  n 


was  it  neeetsary  at  this  time  to  criminate  tbe 
Conduct  of  the  President  of  The  United  States  in 
iaauing  hia  prociamaiion  in  paraoanee  of  it.  But 
ia  otder  to  get  rid  of  the  eoibarraMUMiLts  conse- 


of  tbe 
the  Uw  aboaU 
gwiileraaa 
had  as  vet  pretended  to  point  out  moy  mode  by 
which  ibis  nation  was  to  be  freed  frain  tboseem- 
barraasmeBta,  other  than  a'repeal  of  the  law  out 
of  which  ibey  had  grown ;  and  it  aecKud  now 
to  be  the  wiah  of  all,  or  almoat  all,  tb»l  ihii  law 
were  oat  of  the  way,  provided  it  could  be  reaowd 
aoBiistently  with  that  good-faith  which  geaile- 
men  seemed  to  think  pledged  by  ibia  Ooveramcat 
to  the  mtiDBs  npon  whom  this  lawiras  inteadrd 
10  operate.  The  principal  difficulty  appealed  ■• 
be  with  rcapeot  to  the  fttith  pledged  to  thaPRaeh 
Qovertimeat. 

It  had  been  laid  that  one  ofthe  ob^eeta  e(  ikis 
law,  the  tcpeal  of  the  Berlin  nnd  Milan  decreoL 
had  actually  been  obtained  on  ihs  Krat  4ay  af 
November  last;  and,  that  being  tbe  teae,  thM 
the  Qavernment  was  now  ptedged  to  earry  (be 
law  into  etiecl.  Whether  the  deereca  were  re> 
pealed  or  not,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  did  not  preiead  la 
lay.  The  President  of  tbe  United  Sniea  wmt,<m 
the  SOth  day  of  November  last,  eenviaccd  of  the 
fact.  Whether  the  Berlin  or  Milan  decrees  were 
or  were  not  TcpMlcd  ander  all  the  lbmaJiii«a 
uecesmry  under  tbe  Preach  OoverameiU  foe 
stteh  an  act,  Mr.  W.  said,  be  cMiU  nat  coaeeiTB 
that  this  Government  was  in  any  maDnef  picked 
to  the  Great  Bmperor  to  revive  «  meaaare  a|ainM 
Great  Britain  ao  embarrasatag  to  the  graa  uicr- 
eala  of  ihla  Coantry.  It  ■eemed  before  this  law 
had  been  eoapted  a  aequeatrMioa  had  taken  plaes 
other  than  that  under  the  Berlin  aad  Uilaa  de- 
ereea,  (be  effects  of  whi^  had  been  nare  pemi* 
ciona  to  tbe  cotDnjereeaf  this  eowntrr  thas  ihoae 
decrees.  Permit  me  to  ask,  said  Mr.  W.,  if  a 
Bleal  one  of  my  horaea,  and  i  promise  him  if 
he  would  not  sieal  another  1  woald  not  proercui* 
him  for  atMling  the  fint ;  and  it  ahoaM  tnm 
out  that  before  I  made  this  promiae  be  had  aurima 
the  second  horse, and  he  iBally  refasei  ta  rettota 
eitber— l«t  me  ask  whether  I  ahauM  be  bound  in 
ffood  faiih.not  to  proaecBie bira  for  ateallng  the 
&fat1  We  do  not  require  of  the  French  SoBpeiw 
promiae  of  reatoraiian,  bot  a  ptoBiae  that  ha 
shall  do  so  no  aor«.  Before  wepniawl  thiaaet, 
howavn',  he  bad  doUB  other  act*  ihmn  iheae  con- 
templated by  tbe  law,  from  which  aare  eaiacbief 
had  resulted  than  from  all  he  bad  done  before — 
ight  he  not  to  have  made  reamraiioa  before  be 
uld  claim  a  performance  of  this  proniae  frost 
1  Would  anything  have  been  mora  rewona- 
Me,  end  was  not  that  the  Opinion  of  car  Execu- 
tive all  aioDgf  Did  he  not,  in  the  comma niea- 
lions  to  oar  Ainisteriu  France,  tell  him  expreasiy 
t  this  law  in  favor  of  Franee  should  not  be 
carried  into  eRect  anlea  the  French  Bmperor 
ahoald  as  well  revoke  those  deereea  as  ptorida 
for  a  reparation  of  tbe  mischief  be  bad  done  ia 
the  mean  limef  I  contend,  air,  that  it  was  not 
withLB  the  vjewof  the  President,  when  he  inaad 
his  proclamation,  that  it  should  hav*  eKeei  uniaaa 
reatoraiion  was  loade  of  ib«  propariy  so  taken 
away.  Besides,  sir,  have  ve  a  right  to  eipect, 
or  did  this  taw  contemplata  anyuiing  mora  nm 
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the  part  of  Orni  Britain  ihao  the  reioiudiiif  her 
Orders  in  CouBeil  7  Bat  it  Mems  now,  sir,  that 
the  PreDch  Eoiperor  dnerTea  leM  at  our  haads 
boideniatidsmoretbBB  when  this  law  was  mad«; 
not  only  the  rtKiaiiog  of  tbe  Orders  in  Conaeil 
but  EometbJDg  further  which  wa»  never  coatem 
plated  hj  Ibe  law ;  that  is,  a  repeal  of  a  blockttdi 
enacted  in  1806.  ADd  our  QoTertimeiit.bave 
giTen  the  British  OoTerDroant  to  undentatid  that 
ah«  ^rould  derive  no  beoeflt  from  reaeiudiBg  the 
Orders  id  Cooecil  withoiw  also  terokiiw  the 
blockade  ioHitnted  io  1806.  Bir,  afa  not  the  sk- 
prestiOD*  in  thii  law  the  nme  ai  in  tbat  of  IS09, 
under  which  an  amnfeineDi  was  mads  with  tbe 
British. GoTernmeni?  Did  the  President  >D 
sDance  of  that  law  inue  hia  proclaniation  ? 
did.  Wai  there  anf  proviiioa  then  made  for  a 
reroeatioo  orthebioekadeorMajr,18067  There 
was  not.  Tb«a  aeiiher  this  GDrernmeDl,  France, 
or  Basland,  had  anjr  riBhl  to  exwet  that  that 
btoekade  w«>  lo  be  looked  to  or  affected  bjr  the 
law  oFMar  J»t- 

Now,  sir,  Under  all  these  cirennwuncea,  when 
the  Freo«b  Goveromeat  demand*  more  and  de- 
aervee  lets,  are  we  bound  to  car ry  the  lev  into 
cSki?  No,  fir;  not  eren  though  we  were  cer- 
•lain  th«  decMcs  of  Berlin  aid  Milan  ware  re- 
pealed. Notwiihttandiag  I  iball  always  expect 
an  ingeoieui  argnmeBt  on  any  lubject  from  the 

featlemaa  from  Bouih  CBroltaa,  (Mr.  Chbvbb,) 
was  a  little  turprited  at  tbe  inKenuitv  of  the 
argument,  that  altboujih  tbe  Beffin  aod  Milan 
decrees  were  repealed  to-day.  and  to-n>orrow  the 
same  eondoet  should  be  puriued  under  other  de- 
creee — that  in  that  ease  tbe  French  Oorernmest 
would  have  been  said  to  hare  complied  with 
our  intentions— 

[Mr.  Cbsves  explained.  He  had  only  spoken 
of  the  eoBBtruetion  ofthe  law,  and  faMJ  not  intatid- 
«d  to  say  that  the  revocation  of  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees  would  ezanentte  lis  from  notieing 


^iisttce,  he  should  be  ottpoied  to 
it  as  be  would  hare  done  oa  the  Berlin 
and  MilaQjleerees.] 

Mr.  WiEATOM  appeared  to  he  tatitfled  with 
this  eiplanatioD,  and  concluded  his  rematkn. 

Mr.  Wriobt  spoke  in  expiatution  ef  hi*  formei 
vbierfations. 


ed  to  take  no „ 

felt  very  little  diipotiiion  to  do  so:  at  Ae 

tine  be  wished  to  be  distiaelly  nnderslood,  as.  to 
tbe  pledge  of  public  faith.  His  idea  was,  tbat  tbe 
siaie  of  things  ander  wbieh  tbe  htw  passed  re- 
mained QDRJtered  !  but  in  hi*  opinion  no  possible 
■et,  whether  of  a  frlendW  or  hoilite  character,  on 
lh«  P*n  of  France  or  Oreat  Biiuin,  eould  have 
lied  the  hands  of  thit  QorerDment  in  relation  to 
the  law  in  qseslion.  He  could  never  believe 
that  it  wasiDyihtDgmore  than  aruleofcoDduot 
to  onr  own  Government  and  to  our  own  people ; 
e  vaming  to  the  people  of  what  the  taw  was  to 
be ;  ■  preparatory  camion  to  them ;  or,  if  gentle- 
ncn  ^ose  to  go  to  far,  a  pledge  on  the  part  of  I 


this  Hoase  to  their  constitneots  as  to  what  our 
future  eondnct  would  be  towards  the  two  belli|^ 
erents.  He  protested-  sgaiast  the  right  of  any 
f^reien  Government  to  interfere  in  the  expoaiid- 
ing  of  tbe  laws  of  Ih '»  land,  unless  where  their 
subjecls  were  aggrieved  by  them.  The  only 
mode  in  which  tbii  GoveniiQeni  could  become 
bound  to  BDOiher  was  by  treaty. 

Let  u*  look  back  a  little  while,  said  be.  We 
once  had,  if  I  .recollect  right,  %  rqwrt  before  this 
House  declariug  that  only  three  possible  alierav 
tivFs  presented  themselves  to  the  country— war, 
embargo,  or  disgrace.  I  ^tit  it  emphatically  to 
the  adrocaiei  of  that  position— are  tbme,  who 
would  have  neither  war,  or  embargo,  willing  to 
concede  that  by  their  act  the  nation  has  been  dla- 
graced  1  I  pat  it  to  the  eentlemeo  whether  any 
pledge  of  this  kind,  given  ny  a  vote  of  this  House, 
can  at  a  subsequent  time  be  eonjured  ap,  to  ter- 
rify u*  into  tbe  adoption  of  meaanres,  which  every 
man  acknowledges  to  be  pregoanl  with  great 
public  detriment,  if  not  with  rain. 

My  obieot  in  bringing  forward  this  motioa 
was  to  giTc  that  praetieal  relief  to  the  people 
whom  I  r^resent  which  ibey  now  do,  or  sood 
U  stand  in  need  of— to  do  away  a  tystem  which 
.1  no  effect  upon  their  enemies,  whose  ddeteri- 
ons  operation  is  conflned  to  themselves  alone.  1 
ant,  sir,  to  relieve  the  Virginia  planter,  and  not 
settle  questions  of  good  or  bad  faith,  or  of  mode 
courtesy,  with  the  French  Emperor  or  hia 
conitier*.  We  do  appear  to  me  to  have  involved 
ourselves  in  a  most  embarraBsiog  situation.  I 
am  toDietimes  indiaed  to  doubt  whether  some 
fi'eBiy  has  not  leized  npod  us.  Genilemea  get 
op  and  depict  in  the  strongest  colors  that  they 
can  comtnand  the  iojarieB  we  have  rceeived  from 
both  belligereBts.  It  seems  to  be  the  onanfmoda 
sentiment  that  they  cannot  be  disguised  or  pal- 
liated, that  they  are  self  evidetti,  and  that  it  i*  a 
waste  of  time  to  attempt  to  deseribe,  minb  more 
to  demonstrate  tbem.  When,  heifprflo  I  in  the 
next  breath  we  stand  in  such  a  relation  to  the 
EmperoTof  France  that  it  is  sacnlege  to  doubt— 
what  }  His  disposition  to  lojure  mt  So.  Tbat 
fact  be  has  injared  us?  Not  at  all— to  doubt 
that  he  has  in  bdv  one  ioataace,  althoogb  the 
proof  is  all  the  while  staring  us  in  the  Ace— ^that 
in  any  one  iaslance,  this  Imperial  and  Royal 
Personage  ha*  been  found  to  depart  from  his  ii»- 
perial  and  royal  word !  God  bless  us  1  and  is  thia 
the  man  of  whom  and  of  whose  acts  such  pio- 
mrcs  are  dtawa  on  all  sides  of  this  House,  t^ 
men  vi  all  deeeripticns  1  Are  the  ptaetleal 
wrongs  which  tbe  people  tf  this  conoiry  have 
received  to  be  salved  over  with  dooceurs  of  eti- 
qnettel  If  that  be  the  case  we  ahoald  send  some 
daneiag-master.  some  master  aS  ths  ceremonies ; 
if  any  such  we  nave  among  us,  to  exchange  bows 
with  Duroe,  tbe  ImpHial  Grand  ChamberlaiD ; 
thing*  miffht  be  settled  in  the  style  of  tbe  old 
mtntiet  eU  at  eour  ,■  they  might  make  their  honoia, 
go  all  around  the  room  in  great  state,  and  would, 
no  doubt,  end  precisely  whwe  they  began. 

Some  of  the  assertions— for  he  would  eaU 
them  nothing  else — which  had  been  advaitced  ia 
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Ihe  coone  of  the  4eN>(e,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  did  not 
bold  himiclf  boaod  to  noiice.  He  must  say  ibat 
argument  he  bad  yet  heard  Done  on  the  chi«f 
point  in  diipulc;  riz:  that  the  faiih  or  the  Uai> 
ted  Stales  is  pledged,  and  that  that  faiih  nill  be 
broken  if  theaet  Ee repealed.  An  honorabls gen- 
tleoiBD  from  New  York  (Mr.  Fibe)  liad  proposed 
to  get  OTet  this  difficulty.  Howl  Not  by  repeal- 
ing the  act  regulating  commercial  intercourse 
with  the  belligerents,  but,  forsooth,  by  suapendlDg 
its  operation.  It  is  said,  that  on  thia  second  dav 
of  F^broary,  in  the  year  of  otir  Lord — (we  alill 
count  by  the  Christian  era  iu  this  country,  1 
tbftDk  Giod  I)  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
«leTen — you  stand  bound  to  carry  into  efTeci  a 
ligoroua  Qoa>iatBtcourae  with  England.  You 
cannot  repeal  it — but  theo  you  may  say  saspeod 
it!  How  loDgl  From  session  to  session,  as 
some  laws  bare  beea  suspended,  ever  since  I  bad 
•  seat  in  this  House  1  I  take  the  ceiitletiiaD  it 
Ilia  word  and  asree  so  to  suspend.  .  lam  for  sub- 
stantial relief,  and  if  the  term  ttapetuitm  will 
opeimte  as  a  sairo  oo  the  cooBcienee  of  the  gen- 
(lemaii  from  New  York,  no  doubt  it  will  be 
equally  palest  and  operative  with  others 

Again,  listen  to  my  worthy  colleague  near  the 
door  (Mr.  £pi>b9.)  He  too  conceived  that  we 
were  pledged  to  France.  In  redemption  of  that 
pledge  he  had  brongbt  in  a  bill  for  the  rigorous 
enforcement  of  noif-intercourse  with  England. 
He  DOW  mored  to  recommit  the  bill,  Why? 
"  There  hung"  he  said,  "a  cloud  over  that  guar: 
tet" — it  was,  however,  but  a  "speck"  in  the  hort- 
zoD,  not  of  war,  but  of  treachery  and  ill  faith. 
What,  sit,  had  the  Couiiniuee  of  Foreign  Kela- 
laiiooa  proposed  .(o  do  T  It  was  to  carry  into 
elTeci  with  good  faith  this  eoatract  which  they 
Bay  we  have  made  with  France,  and  which  I  saj 
we  did  not  make.  Was  it  not  Ihe  object  of  thi 
bill,  which  the  gentleman  this  morning  moved  (o 
recommit,  to  carry  into  effect  the  siipulaiiooii 
■aid  to  have  been  entered  into  between  us  an  ' 
Francel  Unquestionably  it  was.  The  gealti 
-man,  then,  by  his oWn  showing,  has  found  eaus^i^ 
Ute  coidncl  of  the  French  GloverDmetit  for  failing 
to  dotbatwbiohby  bis  own  argument  the  United 
State*  ore  bound  in  good  faith  to  execute;  over 
which  they  have  not  toy  discretionary  power 
whaterar.  The  question  is  surrendered,  sir,  eo' 
tirely  on  the  other  side.  The  expedient  of  thi 
^■tienimo  from  New  York  to  suspend  the  opera- 
lion  of  lb*  law — the  proposition  of  (he  genile- 
Aian  from  Virgisia  to  delay  carrying  it  into  ete- 
cnlioD,  as  he  bad  cooiemplaied  before  the  Jaie 
iotelltgence  from  BMris,  are  ririualiy  and 
aianitally,  in  principle,  the  same  with  my. 
which  has  excited  to  much  reprehensioD.  The 
power  to  suspend  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  implies  the  power,  practically,  to  repeal; 
and  it  is  admitted  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 

E'nia  that  a  state  of  things  has  arisen  in  which 
I  feels,  if  not  i«leased  from  bis  obligation,  yet 
that  it  hapgs  bo  looeeljr  about  him,  that  he  will 
desist  from  carrying  it  into  effect.  Upon  the 
argument  of  either  gentleman,  the  question  is 
yielded.    If  the  honor  of  tba  Uaiied  Siat«t  la 


mortgaged,  let  it  be  forthwith  i 
be  indeed  pledged  let  us  not  come  haltinjiiu 
House  with  tiK  oalianal  faith  in  one  iatic 
expedients  to  evade  it  in  the  other.  Tboio: 
be  on  such  a  question  no  recurrence  ic  a^a- 
ents.  This  is  the  secood  of  Fvbnisir.  't 
time  has  arrived — the  hour  now  is.  whoi  ^i 
men,  by  their  own  arEumenls,  if  ibeirirpas 
be  just,  are  bound  to  fiilfil  the  eoDtnci,  ski. 
do  not  undertake  to  expound,  but  which ititii' 
has  been  made,  certainly  in  ■  manner  rerjt.^ 
Coaatifutio^,  between  ibe  HoU!«ail» 
tlivw  on  the  one  hand,  and  Boaip^j 
the  other — a  bar^in  wbicb,  like  tbe  taigi^:' 
old,  with  the  devil,  there  is  no  shakiogaS,  \i\ 
bargain  which  credulity  and  imbetiliijoz 
into  with  cunning  and  power:  it  is  likeihu. 
in  a  neighboring  turnpike,  which  yon  cuwai 
tell  nor  give  away,  but  which  openuiiiiii 
eternal  lien  upon  every  shilling  of  your  pnfPiF 
Yes,  sirl  I  call  upon  {gentlemen  to  sultn* 
their  promise  to  His  Majesty  the  fimpaw^m 
Frencn  and  King  of  Italy — toredeeiaiiM;W(i 
—to  cut  off  in  fact  nearly  the  whole  tlma- 
isiing  trade,  in  return  for  the  Jiberlf/"*! 
by  license  from  the  three  favored  poBiiitii 
has  pleased  His  Imperial  Majealy  u F'^ 
No  man  believes — I  beg  pardon,  tit— Im"' 
to  Bay,  but  I  will  not,  that  no  man  bdimw 
syllable  of  this  breach  of  faith  onoarwn' 
have  too  much  confidence  in  the  hafl««p 
tlemen  not  to  be  convinced  that  ihcf  hinp 
Buaded  ihemaelres  to  this  effect,  aliaMf"'^ 
incomprehensible  to  me.  Bound,  tit, tow*. 
To  Bonaparte?  Bound  to  Shyloek)  *« 
to  reader  up  not  ooly  the  pound  of  W  • 
every  jot  of  blood  in  the  Constimtion.  W" 
forward  with  hia  pockets  •»«»  "J 
—  do    his  minioo'i  ""Ir  . 


American  treasure  — do  his  mmion^  1*  , 
upon  oar  spoil,  whether  obtained  b)  ^ 
rapine  or  private  extortion— do  ''•«;<••'* 
ward  colling  upon  us  to  make  >actincB«" 
best  interest  on  the  shrine  of  their  ^""^ 
in  the  name  too  of  good  faijh  I  A'  "f^^ 
Ihe  mechanic  with  wltom  you  deal  P"""'* 
his  bill  after  forcing  you  to  delifer  P"  r" 
on  the  highway.  ^  I 

I  did  not  intend,  sir,  to  say  iDrtlu*«°>F»  \ 
subject;  but  except  the  gentleoun /«• ''     , 
York,  (Mr.  Mitcu(i.L,)  not  one  baitjid'* 
side  of  the. House  who  has  not  eQi)l»»J""^J    . 
breach  of  faith  is  involved  in  mfFV^i,, 
am  sorry  to  speak  of  sides  of  the  How,  **' 
have  been  already  named  in  the  tooS'P^ 
manner.    I  wish,  sir,  that  as  the  g""'*f' '  „ 
New  York  and  myself  are  likely  "^'"'^ 
this  question,  be  could  derive  as  miu  "T^ 
tion  from  voting  with  line  as  I  shsU »«'™ 
having  the  support  of  his  learning  aiili°t»^ 

Mr.  Bhba,  of  Tennessee,  said  ibV'^'K 
the  first  of  May  last  was  not  a  law  ■n'"',''^. 
House  of  Representatives  alone,  but  bf  a«^ 
stiioied  authorities  of  the  United  SuiA'°°  j 
a  most  solemn  obligation.  The  •^"^T,^ 
that  law  did  not  depend  on  the  bUI  kp«%; 
the  CbaiioMQ  of  ibe  Conuntitee  of  r<)»«'      [ 
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laiiaDs,  now  propowd  to  be  reeommiited ;  that 
bill  might  be  rejected  aod  losij  but  the  lav  of 
the  first  of  Mav  would  go  JBto  effect  {[araedimelj 
after  tvelTe  o'clock  in  the  nig-hi  folloiriD^  this 
dRjr-  The  bill,  lo  reeominit  which  the  motion  is 
made,  is  not  ibat  on  which  a  noti- intercourse 
with  Oreat  Britain  is  boliomed ;  it  is  an  auiiliarf 
only,  bat  not  an  esseoiial  one,  to  the  law  of  i4ie 
first  of  Mar  '>  ^^^  conlainx  prorisions  more  effec- 
tually to  enforce  it. 

The  opinion  respecting' the  law  of  the  first  of 
May,  at  the  time  it  was  enacted,  is  ihe  same  as 
that  DOW  entertained  bf  me.  It  is  not  a  law  of 
mere  internal  police  for  the  citizens  of  the  United 
Slates,  containing  regulations  of  conduct  in  their 
commercial  proceedings.  It  is  a  law  offering  a 
friendly  proposition  of  coniraci  and  agreement, 
ioTolrin^  the  desiinies  of  nations.  By  that  law 
a  proposition  of  frieodlf  agreement  was  offered 
in  ibe  most  eoneiliatory  maoner,  and  conshtent 
with  the  most  ricid  neutral  principles,  to  Qreai 
Britaia  and  to  France.  The  language  of  that 
law,  in  other  words,  ti :  You,  Great  Britain,  and 
you,  France,  haTe  respeeiirely,  by  yonr  com- 
mercial restriclions  and  edicts  injured  iheUniied 
Stales,  and  deprived  them  of  the  enjoymeDi  of 
their  neutral  rights  i  one  other  propoKition  is  made 
to  yon.  If  you,  France,  or  you,  Great  Britain, 
will  Kpeal  your  resfieciiTe  edicts,  so  that  they 
shall  cease  to  Ttolate  the  neutral  rights  of  the 
United  States,  and  will  inform  the  President  o' 
the  United  States  tbdt  you  bare  so  done,  then  hi 
shall  annbuDCe  tbe  same  by  proclamation ;  and  if 
ihe  other  of  you  will-not,  within  three  mouths 
after  ih«  date  of  that  proclamation,- bai 
Tokcd  your  edicts  as  toat  they  shall  have  ceased 
lo  violate  (he  neutrtd  rights  of  the  United  States, 
ItieD,  aitti  in  thai  case,  a.  non-ititereaurse  shall  be 
enforced  between  the  United  Slates  and  which' 
ever  of  yon  shall  refuse  lo  repeal  yonr  edicts. 

At  the  time  the  law  was  enacted,  it  was  noi 
known  that  France  and  Qreat  Britain,  or  either 
of  them,  would  agree  to  the  proposition  offered 
in  that  law;  that  law,  iberefore,  was  impartiaL 
Copies  of  that  law  were  immediately  sent  to  tbi 
Ministers  of  the  United  States  at  Paris  and  a 
London,  with  intent  that  the  copies,  with  thi 
least  possi  ble  delay,  be  officially  presented  It 
each  Government,  that  they  might  act  on  tbi 
subject  as  ihev  might  judge  fit  anif  proper.  Great 
Britain  had  ine  power  of  choice  and  election  as 
welt  as  Praoce,  whether  she  would  prefer  a 
frieidlyand  amicable  intercourse,  or  a  non-io- 
ttiCDDrse  wilh  the  United  States.  France  has 
agreed  to  the  propoiilion  offered  by  the  United 
States  in  the  law  of  the  first  of  May.  France 
has  preferred  a  friendly  and  amicable  mtereourse 
wilh  the  United  States,  and,  in  pursuance  there- 
of, has  revoked  her  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  so 
that  they  have  ceased  to  violate  the  neutral 
rights  of  the  United  States;  and  in  consequence 
the  President  of  the  United  Slates  issued  his 
proclamation  accordingly.  No  information  is 
arrived,  declaring  (and  it  is  not  believed)  that 
Great  Briuio  has  repealed  her  Orders  in  Council, 
)o  that  they  have  ceased  totioUte  theneutni 


ighti  of  the  United  States. '  The  day  of  the  «!• 
istenee  of  the  non-intercourse  is  at  band;  Great 
Britaia  has  itself  only  to  blame  for  the  stale  of 
things  that  will  be,  that  is,  for  the  non -intercourse 
and  the  events  consequent  thereto.  The  law  of 
first  .of  May- is  now  absolute.  France  has 
aeied  on  it,  and  made  it  irrevocable.     That  law 

y  be  revoked  by  a  violation  of  good  faith  on 
part  of  the  United  States,  or  on  the  part  of 
France.  If  any  compact  can  be  of  greater  dig- 
nity than  a  treaty,  The  law  of  the  first  of  May, 
made  by  the  eonstiiuied  authorities  of  the  United 
~  ales,  and  agreed  lo  and  acted  on  by  the  con- 

lUled  authority  of  France,  forms  (hat  compact. 
That  compact  and  agreement,  dignified  in  ita 
nature  ana  superlatively  pre-eminent,  by  reaaeii 
that  it  is  founded  on  a  law  consented  to  by  the 
House  of  Rep  reset)  I  a  lives  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  i*  a  firm  and  bonafidt  pledge  and 
gnaraniee  of  amity  between  -ibe  United  State* 
id  France.    Aa4  shall  we  nqw  be  asked  to  adopt 

motion  to -instruct  the  Committee,  of  Foreign 
Relations  to  leport  a  bill  to  repeat  the  law  of  Ihe 
first  of  May,  and  thereby  to  violate  a  compact 
solemnly  agreed  to  and  sanctioned  by  the  United 
States  and  France?  Shall  the  Representatives  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States  l>e  called  onto 
to  an  act  which,  if  done,  would  effectually  de- 
itroy  and  erase  every  principle  of  good  faith, 
vould  sink  this  oaiion  deep  in  infamy  and  dis- 
grace, and  which,  in  all  human  probability,  would 
eventually  draw  after  it  a  war  with  Ftaiiee  and 
heralliesl  If  the  proposiiiiHi  to  amend  be  adapt- 
ed, and  iha  law  of  the  first  of  May  tje  repealed  in 
conseqbence  thereof,  is  there  one  nation  on  earth 
who  iherearter  would  trust  the  United  States,  of 
confide  in  any  declaration  tbey  would  make!  If 
Great  Britain  had  agreed  to  tbe  proposition  of< 
fered  by  the  law  of  the  first  of  May,  and  if  France 
had  refused  to  agree  to  it,  or  delayed  that  agree- 
ment, I  would,  said  Mr.  R.,  in  that  event,  bava 
urged  thenon-intercourseagaiosi France.  France 
has  agreed  to  that  proposition,  tbe  President  of 
theUnited  States  has  proclaimed  the  fact.  Great 
Britain  has  not,  as  far  as  is  known  here,  agreed 
to  that  proposition,  end,  in  coasequence  thereof, 
the  law  of  tbe  first  of  May  commands  the  non- 
tntereourse  to  jirogress  against  Great  Britain  and 
hei  dependencies.  Words  adequate  to  Eipresa 
ny  ideas  oo  this  important  subject  ar«  denied  to 
me.  It  only  reinftins  to  declare,  that  I  will  pro- 
notmee  my  solemn  negative  a^insi  the  proposi- 
tion offered  to  amend  the  motion  for  recommits 
ment. 

Mr.  Qardemier  spoke  at  length  in'amplifica- 
tion  and  explanation  of  his  former  remarks. 

The  qnestion  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  R*H- 
DOLPit'H  motion  to  instruct  tbe  committee  to  re- 
port a  bill  for  repealing  the  law  of  May  last,  and 
decided  in  the  negative — yeas  45,  aays  67,  as 
follows: 

Yiks-^oeeph  Allen,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Duiid  Blais- 
doll,  James  Breekanridge,  John  CsmpbsU,  John  C. 
Chamberlain.  William  CharabBrliD.EpsprodLtus  Cbam- 

gtWi  Martin  ChitteDdui,  John  Dsvenport,  jr,  WiUiun 
I7,  James  EmMt,  Bsnnt  Gaidanier,  Charles  QoU»- 
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Fbbhdaht,  IBll. 


borongb,  Tbomu  R.  (Md,  Ethrln  Onj,  Willum  Hal*, 
NaUuniel  A.  H>t«d,  Jnnatfaui  H.  HubtMid,  EbenHer 
HoDtiiigtiui,  Ricbard  tvikita,  jr.,  Robert  Jgnkint, 
Wmiam  KaniiaJ;,  JtMcph  tewii,  jr.,  Robsrt  Lc  Boy 
Livingitan,  Viac«iit  Hatthswa,  Arehib*ld  McBi7dB. 
Jonitbin  O.  Mowlay,  Jowph  Pcuson,  Banjkmui  Fit^- 
■Dui,  jr.,  Titnoth;  ntkin,  jr.,  Joiiah  Quinoj,  J*^ 
Skudolph,  Daniel  SheSe;,  John  Slmnlej,  iiniN  8le- 

?heiiK>ii,  LewM  B.  StnrgM.  Jacob  8 woopa,  Samuel 
'agS^rt,  Nicbolu  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Vui  Horn, 
KiltUn  K.  VaD  Renwdaer,  Laban  Wheaton,  Eiekiel 
WhitmaB,  and  Jamci  Wikao. 

Nil*— Lemnel  J.  Alabin,  WUli*  Alilon.jr.,  William 
AndenoD,  Eukiel  Bacon,  Darid  Bard,  Barwell  Baa- 
Mtt,  Witliam  Vf.  BiUs  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown, 
WiUiam  A.  BurweU,  WiDiam  Batlar,  Joaeph  Calhoun, 
LanfdoB  Cka***,  Matthew  Claj,  Jame*  Cochrac, 
WdliaiD,  Cmwfbrd,  Joba  Dawam,  Joaaph  Dcaha,  John 


McKtnlej,  PlMaut  H.  MilUi,  John  Montgoueiy, 
ViebolaaR.  Moore,  Tbomaa  Moore,  Jeremiah  Mortow, 
Gordon  8.  Mnrnfonl,  Tboaua  Newbold,  Tbomaa  New- 
Uft,  John  Porter,  Peter  B-  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Fenn- 
Bjliinia,  John  Rhea  of  Treoewee,  MaUhiaa  Sicbarda, 
BaniDel  Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Eraatui  Root,  Ebene- 
MT  8a^,  Tbomaa  Sammona,  John  A.  Scudder,  Adam 
Beybert,  Samad  Shaw,  Dennii  Smelt,  Jobi 


Tronp,  Charlea  Tnnw.jr.,  Robert  Weakley,  Rob«rt 
WbihibiU,  Robert  Witiunqpoon,  and  Robert  Wri^hL 

Anothn  molion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  R4n- 
ftOLPH,  [o  anif  oil  thssaid  motion  Tor  recommit- 
ment, b^  kddiag  ibereto  the  following':  "wiib 
inilracIioD  lo  prepare  and  brioE  ia  m  bill  to  sus- 
pend the  operaiion  of  the  fourih  seciioa  of  the 
''Act  coDcerning  ihe  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween ihe  United  Siateiand  Great  Britain  and 
France,  and  ibeir  dependencies." 

And  ihe  guesiion  ^ing  taken  thereon,  it  was 
deierttiined  in  the  negatire — yeas  40,  nays  67,  u 
follows : 

Yua — Jaae|A  Allen,  Ab^ah  Bigelow,  Daniel  Blali- 
dell,  James  Breckenridge;  John  C.  Gfaafflberlain,  Wit- 
Ham  Ghamberiia,  Bpaphrodilits  Champion,  Martin 
Chittenden,  Mm  Davenport,  jr.,'  William  Ely,  Jamea 
BmMt,  Patent  Q«rdeBieT,Cliaj1eaQ*ldBbaraiiBfa,Tboa. 
K.  Gold,  WUilm  HaU,  Nadtaniel  A.  HaTeu,  EbMe- 


Wifiiwn  Kemady,  PUlipll.  Key,  Joaepb  Lewis,  jr^ 
Botiert  Le  Roy  Linngelon,  Arched  McBiyde,  Jan«> 
than  O.  Hoaaley,  Benjamin  Piekman  jr.,  Timothy  Fit- 
kin,  jr.,  Joaiafa  Qoincy,  John  Randolph,  Richard  Stan- 
IbnJ,  John  Stanley.  James  Stephcneoo,  I.enia  B.  Btui^ 
Ken,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Tasgart,  Nicholas  Van 
Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  OliaD  K.  Van  Rensselaer, 
Eiokiel  Whitman,  and  James  Wiloon. 
-  Nits— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William 
Anderson,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bsrd,  Harwell  Bsa- 
•ett,  Wilham  W.  Bibb.  Adam  Boyd,  Hoben  Brown, 
WiHiam  A.  Bnrwell,  Williani  Bailer,  Joseph  Calhoon, 
Laogdon  Gherea,  Matthew  Clav,  James  CDchnin,WU- 
Ham  Crawford,  John  Dawaon,  Joaepb  Desiia,  John  W, 
nFindley, 


haoFn 


aett,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  a  (hrland.  Tlraaiiaa  Ghil- 
■on,  Petervon  Goodwyn,  Jaineii  BoUaod,  Jacob  Hnfij, 
Richard  M.  Jobnaoa,  Iliamaa  Kuian,  Aaioa  Lyjc, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  Samuel  McKac,  Alexander  McKia, 


Hnmfonl,  Thontaa  NewboM,  Thomas  NewlsB.  John 
Porter,  Paler  B.  PorUt,  John  Bm  «r  Pcnaqhaua, 
John  Rhea  of  Tennissss,  MaUhiaa  RidianK  Saaael 
Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Braatos  Boot,  Ehwawer  Safe, 
ThomM  ttanUBMia,  John  A.  Seadder,  Aimm  S^hart, 
eamuel  Shaw,  Dennia  Smelt,  John  Smili^  Geaqi 
Smith,  Samael  Smith,  Baniy  Sbutkard,  Jokn  Tbeap- 
•OD,  Uri  Tra47,  Chailaa  Tumar,  jr.,  Robert  WesU^, 
Robert  Whitehlll,  Robert  Wilhenpoon.  aad  Boteit 
Wnght 

The  qneaiioo  wa«  then  taken  oa  the  recMuiut- 
mcDt  of  ibe  bill,  and  resolved  io  tbe  aSrmuiTc— 
yeas  82,  nays  9,  aa  foUowa: 

Yata— Joaaph  AUsa,  LegHid  J.  Alrtan,  jr..  WiBbas 
Andnaon,  Eiekiel  Bsoon,  D«rid  Bard,  Burwali  Bae. 
sett,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brawn,  William  A.  Borwil, 
W  Uliam  Butler,  Joawpb  Oaiheiui,  MattfaM*  Clay.  Jm** 
Cochran,  William  Crawfiiid,  iobtt  Dawaoo,  Jaaspt 
Desha,  John  W.  Eppea,  WUliam  Radley.  Jonathan 
Fisk,  Baniilai  Gannett,  Barent  Gardeiuw.  Gsdeao 
Gardoer,  David  B.  Garland,  Tbomaa  Gfaolw>n,  t^hariaa 
GoldsboTough,  Peterson  Goodwyn,NaIhajuel  A.  Haven, 
Jamea  Holland,  Jscob  Hufty,  Richard  Jaclaon,  ^-^ 
Robert  Jeokins,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Thomaa  Kenan, 
William  Kennedy,  Jose[A  Lewis  jr.,  Robert  Le  Roy 
LiringtoD,  Aaron  Lyle,  Samael  McKee,  Alexander 
McKim,  Willum  McKinley.John  Monlgomsry,  Nic*- 
olaa  B.  Moore,  l^omaa  Moore,  Jeremiah  Hstnnr,  Gor- 
don e.  MumGird,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thosaat  Kewkw. 
Tunotby  Pitkin,  jr.,  John  Portar.PolaT  B.Pottoi.lotui 
Ban^lph,  John  Rea  at  Pennnlvanta,  Jeta  Khea  af 
Teaosasae,  Matthias  Ridwrds,  SanuM)  BnggaU,  Jabi 
Roane,  Braslos  Root,  Bbaneaei  Bafa,  Thoaaa  8aM- 
loooi^  JohB  A.  Scudder,  AdainSaybefl,SBmMl8faa«, 
Dennis  Smelt,  John  Srailta,  G«Mge  Bwith.  Bamnel 
Smith,  Hanrr  Soathaid,  Ridwld  Staated,  Jokn  Stan- 
ley, Jamea  Steahenaoni  BmuwI  TagnK,  J«hk  Tluimp- 
•on,  Chulea  Turner,  jr.,  Ardiibald  Van  Hon,  KiAiaa 
K.  Van  Renaselser,  Robert  Weakly,  Robert  Wtutelull, 
Et^iel  Whitman,  James  Wilaan,Bi>beitWilkeapoon, 
and  Robert  Wiigbt. 

Nils — Abijah  Blgelow,  James  Breekenri^v,  Ha^ 
tin  CtuttendeD,  William  Rale,  Ebeiieaer  Hantiogtoi^ 
Philip  B.  Key,  Nathaniel  Hacoa,  Aidtihald  McBryda, 
and  Jacob  Swoope. 

HoHSAT,  Fefanary  i. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Root,  the  bHl  fnnn  the  Bof 
ate,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  tke  Bank  of 
Patomae,"  ingether  with  the  amen dnwn is  reported 
thereto,  by  the  select  committee,  on  Saturday 
last,  were  committed  to  a  Cotnmittee  of  the  Whole 


Mr.  PoiNncxTBR,  from  the  ooumittee  sppoinl- 
ed  the  thirty-first  Ditimo,  presented  a  bill  to  ena- 
ble the  people  of  the  Miuissippi  Territory  to  fona 
a  constimtioQ  end  State  ^verament,  and  for 
the  adminsioD  of  such  Stale  into  the  Udioiiod  an 
equal  footia{^  with  the  original  Stales;  which 
was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Conmiuee 
of  the  Whole  on  Thursday  next 
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Amendment  tojbe  Oonttiivtion. 


Mr.  Newton  laid  b^ontbg  Hooae  a  leLterrroo) 
the  Sccreiarf  of  Stale  lo  the  Committee  (jfCom- 
nterce  lod  MaoufactUTM,  eDclusiog  ■  labJe  oT 
customs,  pareblH  ia  Great  Britain,  upoa  ibe  pro- 
ductions of  the  Uuiied  Siatea,  taken  from  Meat- 
ull'ii  bookofTatei,  of  ie03i  wbicd  were  orde ted 
(o  be  referred  to  tba  Coramiitea  of  the  wbote 
Haute  OD  the  bill  to  wciire  lo  veaseUoflbe  (Jai- 
led Statei  an  equal  advaiiia^  in  expoaiing  arti- 
cles, the  growiu  OT  pradace  of  lbs  United  Statu, 
to  foreign  ports;  and  fur  otlier  pnrpocei. 

Mr.  MoaHow,  from  the  eomniitlee  appointed 
on  the  Meauge  of  the  Fretidant  of  the  Uuked 
8(ate^  oa  tba  .tblriieih  ultimo,  preteuted  a  bill 
for  the  disposal  of  oerlain  copies  of  a  Gollection 
of  the  lawi,  irealiea,  and  other  documenis,  relative 
to  the  publio  landi}  which  wtu  read  twice  and 
eommiUed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-moi- 
low. 

The  Houae  resolved  iitel  fin  to  a  Commiitea  of 
the  Whole  on  (he  bill  to  authorize  the  electien 
of  theiiSii  ia  the  Indiaaa  Teiriiory ;  and,  after 
•ome  limeapeit  therein,  ihe  bill  wai reported  with 
amendroeoiai  which  were  read,  and  coocufied 
ia  by  the  Home,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  eo- 
grosaed,  and. read  the  third  linte  on  Fridav  neit. 

Mr.  Efpu,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
ReUiiona,  laporied  the  following  bill : 
A  Bill  lopirieaiaDtaiTtB  the  ael^ealitkd  "Aa  actoon- 

iMmiDg  lheoominaraaliBl«reo(uaa  batwean  tba  Uni' 

lad  8ui«a  and  Great  Biitaiii  and  Fiaaca,  «od  Iheii 

depandeneiai,  and  for  olhrr  parpoaea.". 

Be  ii  eiutdttk  4«-i  That  no  TSMel,  oirnad  wholly  by 
a  ^tiian  or  citiiciu  of  th«  Unilad  Btatea,  whidi  iball 
haTs  departad  from  a.Britiah  port,  poor  to  tha  3d  Jay 
of  February,  ISIl,  and  do  merchaiuliaa  oirned  wholly 
by  a  citlien  or  citiiani  of  the  Uaitad  Statei,  imported 
in  lucb  Tcaaol,  (ball  be  liable  to  aaiauTe  or  forlaiture  on 
aeeoimt  of  any  infraction  or  preanmed  inftaetion  of. 
the  pranaian  of  the  act  to  which  thia  act  i*  a  auppla- 

The  bill  waa  twice  read,  attd  refened  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITCTION. 

The  HoUH  reaolved  itaelf  into  a  Committee  ol 
the  Whole  on  the  atate  of  the  Union,  on  the 
amendment  to  the  Constitution,  proposed  by  Mr. 
Mac  OH. 


amendmeDt,  (requiring  each  member  to  exhibit  a 

list  of  bis  connexions  excluded  from  office  by  Mr. 

Q,DiHcT'a  proposition ;)   which  was   decided  in 

i       the  negatlve-^ayes  31,  noes  63. 

,  The  second  question  was  on  the  adoption  of 

I       Mr,  ^ihcy'b  amendment  (goiog  to  ezclutfc  blood 

connexions  from  office;)  negatived — ayes  25. 

The  qaestioD  then  recurred  on  the  main  reso- 
lotioQ,  and  was  decided  in  the  affirmaiire — ayei 
'       63.  noes  31. 

The  Comniiltee  then  rose  and  reported  the  le- 
solution  withoatamcndmeDt.   . 

Mr.  Rbea,  of  Teoaeasee,  moved  an  indefinila 
postponement  of  the  subject,  which  was  decided 
ta  the  negative— yeas  32,  nays  80,  as  follows : 
1  Ith  CoK.  3d  Sks».'-'S9 


Ytu— WiUii  Alston,  jr.,  WUIiai 


Anders 


I,  David 
Bard,  Adsm  Boyd,  William  Chsmbflrlin,  Matthew 
Clay,  Richard  Cutts,  Jonathan  Pisk,  BsnillBi  Gnnnell, 
Gideon  Ganlner,  David  8.  Garland,  Daniel  Heiiter, 
Winism  Hekns,  James  Bollsnd,  iobo  Love,  AleisD- 
iler  McKim,  Bam.  L.  MilchUl,  Nicholu  R.  Moore,  John 
Nicholson,  Pater  B.  Porter,  John  Kbea  of  Tonnesaee, 
Thomu  Sammans,  l^Oiuel  Siwjer,  John  A.  Scudder,' 
Ebenaier  Seaver,  John  Smilb,  Henry  Sgathard,  Un 
Tracy,  Charles  TU^tnar,  Junior,  Itobeit  WeaUey,  and 
Bicbsrd  Winn, 

Nais— Joeepb  Allen,  Gxekicl  Bacon,  Bnrwall  Bb» 
lelt,  WiUum  W.  Bibb,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Daniel  Blais- 
dsll,  Jame*  Bnckcnridfe,  Robert  Brown,  WUIiam  A. 
Burweli,  William  Butler,  Jowph  Cilhaun,  John  C. 
Chamberlain,  I^mgdon  Che^ca,  Martin  Chittenden, 
Jamea  Cocbnti,  William  Cranford,  lofan  Davenport,  jr., 
Joaaph  Deabs,  James  EmoU,  John  W.  Eppei,  Williais 
Findley,  Meahack  Franklin,  Baiant  Qardenier,  Tho- 
Qholson,  Fcleisoa  Goodwyu,  Thomas  R.  Q<Ai, 


^n,  Richard  Jadcsan,  jr.,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Tbomaa 
Kenan,  William  Kennedy,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Robert 
Le  Roy  LiviogiCon,  Aaron  Lyte,  Nadianiel  Macon, 
Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  MeBryde,  Sam.  McKea, 
William  McRinlej,  Pleasant  M.  HiUer,  William  Mit- 
nor,  John  Monlgaatary,  Jeremi^  Hwtow,  ionathan 
0.  Moseley^Thomaa  Nenbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Jo- 
seph Pasiaon,  Benj'n  Piekman,  jr.,  Timothy  Pii]un,jr., 
Elisha  R.  Potter,  Jonah  Ijaiacy,  John  Rea  of  Pann- 
sylvenia.  Matthias  Richards,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John 
Roane,  EbeOsier  Sage,  Daniel  Shafley,  Denuis  Smelt, 
iiAia  Bmilie,  George  Smitb,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard 
Stanford,  Joh;i  Stanley,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B. 
Slnrges,  Jacob  Bwoi^,  John  Thomtwon,  George  M. 
Troop,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn, 
Labaa  Wheaton,  Robait  Wbilehill,  EMkial  Whitman, 
James  Wilwn,  Robert  Wither^pooo,  Babeii  Wri«bl. 

Mr.  HosaAKD  thon  roondlo  amend  the  reso- 
htlinn,  so  as  to  read  as  foUowa: 

"No  Senator  or  Repieaentative,  irtia  mayliaTa'beea 
snch  at  Iho  time  of  the  election  of  any  Preddent,  or 
daring  the  term  Ibr  which  he  shall  have  been  elaeted, 
shall  be  appointed  to  any  offloe,  plaee,  or  amploymeot, 
under  the  authority  of  the  Unitw!  Btatea,  until  the  ex- 
piration of  the  Prendential  term  In  wbi<Ji  such  person 
shall  have  been  a  Senate  or  R^Maaentativaafbraaaid." 

The  qtustion  on  iheBdoptiouof  Mr.HDBBXBn's 
amendment  was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  4& 
hays  67,  as  follows: 

YsAB— JomeA  Allen,  David  Batd,  Abijah  Bigelow, 
Daniel  Blaiadell,  Jamas  Breckadridge,  WUbm  A  Biu> 
well,  Willism  Chamberlin,  Maitin  Chittenden,  Mat- 


Oardner,  Charles  Ooldsborongh,  Thoa.  R.  Gold,  Wilfian 
Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Haiatar,  WQtiani 
Helms,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Ebanexer  Hnntiogton, 
Richard  Jackson,  jr.,. Robert  Jenkins,  Herman  Kniefc- 
erbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Robert  La  Roy  Livingston, 
John  Love,  Vincent  Matthews,  Nicholas  R.  Moon, 
Jonathan  O.  Moaeley,  Gnrdon  S.  Hiunford,  Joseph 
Pearaon,  Benjamin  Piekman,  jr.,  Tiotothy  Pitkin,  jr., 
Elisha  R.  Potter,  Joriah  Qniney,  John  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, Samuel  Ringgold,  Lemuel  Bawyar,  John  A. 
Scodder.  Lewie  a.  Bturgaa,  NichaUs  Van  Dyke,  Laban 
WhaatoM,  and  Jamaa  Wilaon. 
NAiB-^.emael  J.  Alston,  WiUia  AlstMi,  jr,  Wa- 
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Eim  Andenon,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  Bnrwcll  Bnnett,  Wil- 
liam W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Broim,  Willian 
Butlsr,  Joseph  C«1honn,  Langdon  Chevei,  Ja».  Coch- 
ran, Orchard  Cook,  Willism  Crawfiird,  Joieph  Deeha, 
Jamee  Emott,  Jolin  W.  Eppeg,  William  Findley,  Jon- 
athan Piak,  iKeahack  Franklin,  Thomai  Gholran.  P«- 
tecMn  Goodwyn,  Bilwin  Gray,  James  Holland,  Rich- 
ard M.  Jobnaon,  TEitmaB  Kenan,  Williim  iCennady, 
Aaron  Ljle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  An-bibald  Mi^Biyda, 
Alexander  McKim,  William  McKlntey,  Pleaeant  M. 
Miller,  WillLnm  Milnur,  BaiHdel  L.  Milchill,  John 
Montgtjinery,  Jeremiah  MotTOw,  Thomaa  Newbold, 
Thomai  Nonlon,  John  Nidiolson,  Peier  B.  Port«r, 
John  Rea  of  PennaylTania,  Matthias  Ilichat^  John 
Roane,  Eraataa  BiKit,  Ebenezer  Sa^e,  Ebeneier  Sea- 
TOr,  Samuri  8h»w,  Daniel  Shoifty,  Dennia  Smelt.  John 
Bmilie,  Geo.  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry 
Southard,  Ridi'd  Stanford,  John  Stanley,  Jacob  Swoope, 
fleorg*  M.  Troop,  Charie*  Turner,  jr.,  Archibald  Van 
Bora,  Eillian  K.  Van  HenaMlier,  Robert  Weakley, 
Esekid  Whitman,  Richard  Winn,  Bobeit  Wftherapoon, 
Md  Robert  Wright. 

The  maiD  qQestioD  van  thea  taken,  to  coocut 
with  the  Commitlee  of  the  Whole  id  iDcir  agiee- 
ueDt  to  the  reaoluiion,  wbeB  there  appeared — 
T<as  71,  nayi  40,  aa  follows: 

Taxa— Lemnel  J.  Alston,  Bntwdl  Baawit,  William 
W.  Bibb,  Abijah  Blgdow,  Danisl  Blai^lell,  Jamei 
BT«:kenrid$fl,  Willkm  A.  Bnman,  William  Bailer, 
Joaeph  Calhoun,  John  C.  ChambeVfain,  WilUam  Cham- 
tarlin,  Epapbroditua  Champion,  Laogdon  Oheiaa, 
Martin  ChitleDdeii,  Jamei  Cochran,  William  Craw- 
fbrd,  Joseph  Desha,  William  Bly,  James  Emott,  lAa 
W.  EppcB,  Msshaek  Franklin,  Thos-Gholson,  Obarlea 
Ootdabarough,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
Edwin  On;,  WiDiam  Hale,  Nethaniri  A.  Hktod,  Jon- 
-■tiian  H.  Hnbbard,  Jacob  Hufly,  Ebenaier  Hunting' 
ton,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Thomas  Kenan,  WUHoib 
KoBnady,  Hsuoan  iUckeikMher,  Joaeph  f.ewia,  jaa^ 
Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,' Vincent  Mattbew»,Ar- 
■ckibald  McBryile,  Samuel  HcKoe,  William  McKinley, 
"William  Milnor,  John  Moatgomerj,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Jonathan  O.  Mooeley,  Thomas  Newbold,  Jowpb  Pear- 
•on,  Tim'y  Pttkio,  jr.,  Bliaba  R.  PoUot,  Joaiah  Quincy, 
John  Be«  of  Penn^lTania,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John 
Beane,  Ebenoier  BaBH,Adam  Soy bett,  Daniel  ShefTcy, 
{hmnii  Bmelt,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  Samuel 
Smith,  Richard  Stanford.  John  Stsulej,  Lenis  B.  Stur- 
BM,  Oeorgc  M.  Troup,  Flicholai  Van  Dyke,  Archibald 
Van  Horn,  Laban  Wbeaton,  Robert  WhltehiU,  Eze- 
kiel Whitman,  and  Robert  Wilhsnpoon. 

Na>s — Willis  AUtoB,  jr.,  William  Anderam,  Adam 
Bt^d,  Robert  Brown,  Matthew  Clay,  Ridiard  Cutt*, 
-William  Findlay,  Jonathan  Fiak,  Bonillai  Gannett, 
Barent  Gardenier.  Gideon  Gardner,  David  B.  GarUad, 
Daniel  Heister,  William  Helma,  James  HoUan  J,  Wal- 
ter Jones,  AUxander  McKim,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill. 
.  Nicholas  B.  Moore,  Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  John  If  icfa- 
Olaon,  Peter  S.  Porter,  John  Rbca  of  Tennetsce,  Mat- 
thias Richards,  Etastna  Root,  Tbomaa  Sammona,  John 
A.  &ndder,  Ebenezer  Seavor,  Samuel  Shaw,  John 
Smith,  Henry  South  aid,  Bamuel  Taggait,  John  Thomp- 
■on,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Tunm.jr.,  Kiilian  K.  Van 
RennelMr,  Bobatt  Weaklsy,  James  Wilson,  Richard 
Winn,  and  Robert  Wright. 

A  dticussioD  here  arose  on  (he  question,  whe- 
ther the  majority  of  two-thirds,  inenlioned  in  the 
ComtltmioD,  was  oeoeiEaij  od  bU  titteratediaie 


queitjoDa,  or  only  on  the  final  TOitiapui 
enerossed  reBoItilioD- 

MetsK  Wrioht,  Botd,  anii  RBii.ofT(n 
iee,.wereof  opiaian  that  twolbirdi  were  m 
sary  in  any  sta^e  of  its  praK'einj  and  Ha 
Macok.  Tboup,  Sbefpkt,  W.  Alstoi,  Mh 
iLL,nndCBBTEB,maiataiDed  ihecoMnrfpftit 

The  Home  adjourned,  wiibffut  coniiiif  c 
decision  oil  ihia  point. 


TrosDAjr,  FebrtiBryS. 

Aoother  member,  to  wit :  from  PeBM}!iK 
Sasft  Robs,  appeared,  *od  took  hi*  Hat. 

Mr.  SsvBERT  preamted  the  petition  af  fSf 
manufacturers  of  coarse  linen  deibi,  iiili-' 
of  Philadelphia,  praying  nn  inemM  ofiaiie: 
the  iraportatioD  iota  the  United  Slam  of  ftnr 
manufaiMured  lioen. — Referred  lo  ibeCoaDirr 
of  Commerce  and  MaoiifncinTea. 

Mr.  PiTKirt,  from  the  oommnteesppsjuafs 
the  thirtieth  ultimo,  on  Ibe  bill  from  ihSmi 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Willaaltli' 


md  the  USD » 
dered  (o  be  read  the  third  time  lo-daf 

Mr.  RodT,  from  the  CoraiBitlee«(*»"' 
whom  was  eomniilied  the  bill  from  iki!e<*i 
entitled  "An  aei  ninkiBg  eompeaawa''" 
Eugene  Leitiendorfer,  for  aerrice*  "•'"^^ 
Unfied  States  in  the  war  with  Trip<>li,'i^ 
the  lame,  with  an  amendment  j  wlii«b «»» 
and,  together  with- the  bill,  commiitriuii'-*' 
mine*  of  the  Whole  to  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Johksom,  the  «!«'««"* 
tee  were  discharged  from  the  furihrr  W"'^ 
lioQ  of  (he  bills  to  rocorporaie  the  Fsmtnft* 
of  Aletaodri^  and  to  incorporate  tie  Pw'^ 
of  Qeorselowa;  and  they  were  coowiiiin'*'* 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  -"*«' 
porate  the  Bank  of  Potomac."  ,. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  aninc»,lh«  ComWJ" 
the  Whole  were  discharged  from  ihetMW* 
tioa  of  tbe  biU  •uibarizinr  the  tet*  -*P^ 
a  certain  quantil*  of  pablie  land  to  ibtp^ 
tor»  of  tbe  Middleeei  Canal,  atid  ''  '*'.'Z 
milted  to  the  Committee  of  ibeWholeM'w" 
from  the  Senate,  eotitled  "An  »«  f^™"'! 
tbe  sale  and  grant  of  a  certain  <;a*'^"'1  "^ ?Z 
land  to  the  Cheatpeike  and  DeUnre  uw 

Tlfe'll'ouse  resoWed  itself  into  iC";"'"!!j 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relitf  of"';,.' 
Terrio,  William  Coleman,  Edwin  ^"^,7°. 
uel  Minis,  Joseph  Wilson, and  the  BipiiJ*-"' 
ai  Salem  Meetiog-house,  in  the  Mi«^*  IJ. 
ritory.  The  biifwas  reported  "*"'  ?^i 
meni;and  ordered  to  be  engroMed.i"*"""' 
third  time  to-morrow.  ;,«Bf 

The  Htruw  resolved  itself  into  •  COTrai"" 
tbe  Whole  on  the  bill'  from  the  Sef»'''?L, 
"An  act  making  compensation  to  ^^r^^ 
Leitzendorfer,  for  servicM  reodereil '" '"  J^ 
States  in  the  war  with  Tripoli."  m*  '"'  j 
ment  reported  thereto  by  the  Con""  r^ 
CUIms.    Tbe  bill,  and  ■meD4iii»'  ***  "> 
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to,  and  concurred  ia  by  [he  Houm,  and  .ordered 
to  a  third  leaiiiag  to-morrov. 

The  HouK  resolred  itieir  into  a  Cooimiltee  of 
tfae  'Whole  on  the  bill  preTidii]|r  for  ihe«a]e  of  a 
tract  of  land  I^ins  in  the  Bialeof  TeiiDe»see,aBd 
K  tract  itt  Ih6  lodiaaa  Terrilorf.  The  bill  whb 
reported  withoat  ameDdment,  and  srdered  to  b«. 
engroaffid,  aod  re«d  the  tbird  time  to-ntorrow. 

BANKS  IN  THE  DI8TKICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Mt.  Cbetgs,  from  ihe  select  coihmittee  I 
^vhom  were  committed  the  seTeral  billi  from  Ihe 
8enst«  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Washingtoo 
to  incorporate  the  Farmers'  Bank  of  Alexaiidria! 
and  to  ipcorporate  the  UDion  Baok  of  George- 
towD,  made  ^  further  report,  ia  pan,  of  ihearree- 
menl  of  Ibe  committee  to  the  first  raeatiooed  bill, 
iritli  amendmeDl* i  which  wereread, aod,  ti^etjier 
with  tii«  bill,  eommilted  to  the  Committee  of.  ihe 
Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Sanalc  "  to  ineorpo- 
imte  the-Btnkof  Paiomic"' 

Th«  report  i*  aa  follows.: 

The  committee,  to  whom  wh  rafflrred  muidiy  bitta 
to  incorporate  nmdr;  baak*  in  th«  DUnrict  i^f  Colitm- 
ViK,  hanofc  alreadj  reported. in  part,  bag  )e«t«  farther 

That,  in  thcii  opinion,  the  bUle  Mfemd  to  Ifaem 
would  anlhoriaa  the  eatabHihmeift  of  a  banking  capi- 
tal, which,  with  tha  banka  alrasdj  iDcorpcmtcd,  woold- 
eiceed  what  ii  reqniied  bj  the  praaent  alata  ef  tiia 
comoMrca,  the  popolation,  tbe  real  capital,  and  tha 
odier  raaaonable  eiigenciea  of  the  Diatrttt. 

It  is  not,  in  the  opinion  of  Ihe  committae,  praotica- 
Ue,  br  tbe  Dtere  iuatitation  of  banking  edabMabinenla, 
to  add  to  the  weallhofdi»oODuannitj,orlii  the  nttliij, 
thODgh  it  maj  increaae  ^e  qnantitjof  the  eircntating 
medinm,  U>  thaeontniy,  they  beliere  that  a  i«per>: 
Bbundance  ol  paper  dentatiiNi  XDKj,'hj  deftroying  its 
credit  and  vahip,  deftat  iti  own  and,  while  it  will  taod 
greatl;,  sod  aloHMt  entireij,  to  ramoTe  the  circolatilig 
specie  of  the  oountr;.  A  paper  circulation,  within 
reasonable  limits,  is  problbfy  a  great  beoeSt ;' but,  if 
■nreatninad,  or,  what  is  worse,  encnoraged  iit  tran- 
scend thoae  linritSiitwiBmafeprabaMybacomaagraat 
e«U;  BBd  ftis  avfl  it  is  th«  dntr  of  lagislattte  bofies, 
•t  iaast  mut  to  iniile;  foritwtU  not  ba  eooflasdtt 
those  who.  as  the  projactors  of  ^Msa  insUtntiaiia,  ara 
wiUing  to  advantoTB  tbsir  piopaity  tl|ev«iAt  bnt  will  be 
Tinted  on  those  UDitupectiog  and  nnwaij  membais  of 
•Doatj  who^  with  ptopdat;,  an  sack  a  sul^c^  nl;  on 
a  leginlalive  gnardianahipt , 
The  altegitiona,  tbat  dient  ia  aboodance  of  capitaV 
-  and  that  then  is  a  want  of  coital,  both  of  which  hare 
been  alleged  in  &*or  of  these  inatilutions,  equally 
prove,  that  they  should  be  limited.  If  Ihero  be  s 
want  of  reil  capital,  there  is  no  bisii  for  an  eicets  of 
^is  artifldal  capital ;  they  are  refatiTe,  and  onght  to 
be_  propoctional  to  each  other.  The  committee,  pnr- 
■ning  and  adopting  tlleae  prineiplea,  but'  with  some 
latitude,  as  they  nijnMse,'  in  fkror  of  the  applicants, 
bave  almdy  lepoHed  tbebiH  to  incorporate  the  Bank 
of  Folmnac,  B»d  now  beg  leave  to  tapoit,  witti  sundij 
amandnents,  thabUI  to  ineo^orate  the  Bank  of  Warit- 
ington.  Tbe  first  thej  aeleeiad,  bwknse  it  had  hesh 
■oae  years  in  nuoaaAl  operation,  and  waa,  in  other 


-— r-™,  uinuw^HSBtuie ;  anu  ue  ust  oecanse  mere 
>■  DO  other  like  iAtfilMian  in  the  City  of  Waahlngton. 
U  itasB  ahaU  Ve  jni»rporat*l,,lhate  wai  ba  in 


Th£  loam  of  A 
The  Bank  of  Aleiandria,  with  a  capital  of  ¥&OD,DOO. 
The  Bank  of  Potomac,  with  a  capita  of  $600,000. 

£i  GtorgetiHon. 
The  Bonk  of  Columbia,  witb  a  capital  of  91,000,000, 

in  Waahingtan, 
TheBankafWashiiigton,withacaiNta!of$BOO,000: 
Fatming  a  hanking  capital  IbT  th^  Diitricl  of  Co- 
— ■-■      of  83.600,000,  which   tbs   committee   think 


ENCOURAOBMENT'  TO  MANUFACTUBHSa 

Mr>  Hkvtoii,  frai»  tha  Goromitlce  of  Camr 
onrce  ftnd  Manuhcturu,  to  whon  wu  tefernd 
that  part  of  the  Prcjident'i  Message  ftt  the  com* 
m«iieeni«at  of  the.  aession  which  retaiea  to  the 
eaaourayeraaot  of  Amariean  man'araeiurea  and 
oavigation,  made  a  report;  which  ma  read,  knd 
referred  toaCoifflmitieeof  tfa«Wbole(o-morrav. 

The  report  is  is  fdlows: 

Tha  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Mannfacturea^  al- 
ways dispoaed  to  encourage  and  extend  the  indusliy, 
agriculture,  and  mannfactvm,  of  the  Uoited  Btiite& 
beg  leaie  to  luggsit  tbe  propriety  and  expediency  H 
■nbteeting  the  arUeles  speciSed  in  the  subjoined  reso- 
hilion,  to  additional,  datlea.  They  beg  leave  to  refin-to 
a  report  on  thii  subject,  made  the  Slst  of  June,  1800, 
and  BOlKit  that  it  may  be  taken  as  psrt  of  this. 

JUm&mI, 'That  additional  duties  ougbtlohe  MdoB 
the  Ibllawing  articles  imported  into  the  [Tnited  States, 

On  ready-made  clothinf  and  milluery,  ——  ad  Ta- 

I  cotton  msnnfactnrea  from  beyond  Uie  Cape  of 
Good  Hope, ad  Talorem ; 

On  lead  shot, ■ 

Rttohed,  That  tine,  sllas  spelter,  be  heresflar  ad- 
mittadfreeoTdo^. 

Beport  of  the  C6mmittee  of  Commerce  and  Mann< 
factures,  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Mes~ 
aige  of  the  President  oftbe  United  Stale*  as  telelee 
to  the  reTision  of  onr  commercial  lava,  (or  the  pur- 
pose of  protecting  and  fostering  the  msnafactnrea 
of  tbe  United  States,  and  also  the  petitions  and  me- 
morials of  anndry  manufacturers  of  hats,  of  cotton 
goods,  of  hemp  into  linen,  ef  shot,  of  woollen 
cloths,  and  of  salt,  made  to  the  Hooae  of  Bepre- 
■entatiTes,  June  SI,  1809. 

The  committee  are  fully  impressed  with  a  conTiction 
of  the  iiaPO(tance,difficuUy,  and  delicacy,  of  the  sul^ect 
aDbmltted.  It  is  a  mine  oIui:h  even  the  industry  and 
laborioDs  leaearcbei  of  philosophers  cannot  exhansL  - 
The. committee  are  apptked,  'that  oa  this  subject  men 
of  great  soiencs  snd  experieace  bsTs  snpporled,  and  do 
'"  support  diversity  of  opinifHic.  With  such  imprea- 
■ions,  they  cannot  approach  it  without  ciicumspectton. 
On  a  review  of  tha  reports  made  on  the  policy  of  foo- 
tering;  and  protecting  onr  tQlnnfactures,  ihe  committee 
find  that  the  plan  therein  recommended  and  punned 
eceived  the  support  of  Congre» ;  and  likewise  the 
countenance  of  the  nation,  if  silence  on,  and  long  ao- 
juiescence  in  that  plan,  can  aulhoriie  them  to  infer  it. 
In  giving  to  oar  manubcinres  the  support  necosaaiy 
a  withstand  IbreigD  competition,  skill,  end  capital,  tlw 
committee  bate  aa  all  occaaiooi  endeavored  to  avoid 
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Febboaht,  ISlt' 


Aa  duger  oT  ftttaning  on  tba  eomnnnil;  o^treuiTe 
■MDopoliM.  PoTkiutDHMtklioD  of  thaiolieitadeiihich 
tbcj  b»«  at  all  timci  fclli  and  the  cautiaii  which  hu 
•hray*  prtaided  otct  tbair  deljbnatiana  on  thia  ititar- 
Mtinf  anbJMt,  thej  beg  Imtb  M  refer  W  lh«  fUlowing 
leporta,  wEkh  they  aolicit  maj  ba  taken  w  paita  of  the 

Beport  an  the  memorial  and  pelitiona  of  anndTj 
■lannbcluten  of  gnnpowder,  &ci  lOth  Febraaiy, 
IBOS.     Ut  vol.  of  SepoiU,  pKga  317. 

Report  on  the  Mtition  of  anndt^  ^annfaelnren  of 
oordage,  &«.;  IBUl  Febrnarjr,  ISffS,  Ibid,  page  SIS. 

Beport  on  the  petilion  of  randi;  muMfaetaTara  of 
fUKf,  Ac;  8lfa  MaTch,  )80S,  page  SS8. 

Beport  on  die  patilioii  and  neDMriale  of  WBXtitj 
•alieaipnnten  and  dytra,  &e.;  t41h  ianavj,  180^ 

^Beport  on  llie  patitien  of  the  praaident  and  diraetofe 
«f  the  New  Yoik  Dateheaa  CoBnt7  Wata  CoBpanaea, 
Utb  of  Nenaaber,  1804,  p.  4B1. 

Banut.  on  Iha  memoiial  and  pelitioo  of  the  Phib- 
delpbia  Typographical  Sodelf ;  33d  Jennaij,  IM6, 

Beport  on  the  petiliona  and  menoriata  of  Paul  and 
foaeph  W.  Reiere,  and  aundry  coppetamithi  i  Slat  ian- 
aai;,  IMS,  3d  *ol.  page  lU. 

Tha  like  epirit  which  dietalad  thoea  report*  maln- 


t  anj 


i,ita 


r  tha 


Mnmillaa,  and  lepieaaea  vitrj  diapoaition  to  depart 
ftom  reatiwnta,  tha  obeervanea  oiF  which  becxiisea  india- 
famsble,  if  the  public  good  be  the  aole  ot>je«t  id  *iew. 
The  ahorlDcaa  of  the  preeant  aeaaion,  and  the  want 
«f  maUriati.  predode  the  committee  from  giTinj  thia 
aBtiject  a  foil  iuTe>tig»t)on.  Thengh  the  committee 
kave  to  retnt  that  ifaer  are  prevented  from  going  into 
•  ■tMitediBciUHonofthaadTajMacethatwanldre    ' 


cooaeqiunt  on  andi  ■  alata  of  Ihinga  would  BreaiJ;  m- 
■■  price  of  thia  artidojand  the  preianre  woaH 
be  aennfaf*  and  (ereralj  felt  by  that  portioa 
of  the  WDiniiioitir  teaat  apabie  of  bMrinf  it.  ITam 
aearcilj  and  high  price  of  aalt  dnriny  tbs  ftiiiian 
war,  produced  no  little  dialreaa.  Tba  i>ifheiuio« 
lalely  entertained,  that  a  deftctcncf  »  tin*  aecoaary 
aappi;  of  thia  artiele  woold  be  tbs  ooiwaqii^Ka  of  aa 
interdiction  of  commerce  with  tbe  beUigerent  nitiDa* 
of  Earope  and  their  dtopandendae,  gara  riaa  to  aana 
'  iecliona.  Dot  caul;  ramofed,  agaitut  ibc  adoptiaa  if 

it  meaaorc.  To  prevent.  cAdnallj  a  waul  of  nl^ 
the  o^urnnce  of  anj  avenl,  ia  certainly  aa  oljeet 
deaorring  the  lerioua  attention  of  Copgra— .  Am- 
lancee  are  made  with  confidence  that  •  anppK  rf  ttw 
article  can  be  fumiabed  bj  onr  own  manoActsrin, 
equal  to  tha  demand,  if  enconragement  be  gir**  bja 
moderate  dutj  on  imported  aatt.  A  nation  aiectai 
■oKd  baiia  for  lb«  anpport  and  majnienanec  of  ita  ind» 
pendenee  and  proapen^,  wboae  policy  ia  la  dniw  &■« 
-*■  iiati*e  Bourcei  all  artidea  erf' the  flret  aeoeanty.  ia 
M  enoonragcmmt  aought  can  be  gt**B,  it  i>  reqiect- 
Ailly  eabnitted  to  the  eenaidamtian  of  tha  Heaae,  whe- 
ther tba  uaDQbctore  of  aalt  ia  not,  in  ■  natjawal  point 
of  tiew,  an  ob)aet  of  primary  importanea,  and  highly 
flaaerving  ila  patronage. 

The  coamiilM,  with  gnat  dererenee,  ankant  tha 
Ibllowing  reaolotiona : 

Maohied,  That  additional  dnliea  ought  la  be  Ui4 
on  the  firilowing   artidea  imported   ialo    tha  Gntad 

Un  leadj-nade  clothing  asd  ntillinatj,  two  and  eoa> 
half  per  cent  ad  ralorai 


.  yrt 

ttey  eaiHMt  refrain  from  eipreadng  an  opinion  that 
■jJijianaJ  datiea  at  Ittic  time  may  be  Urd  with  adran- 
tafa  on  the  Importation  of  cerlain  artidea.  It  muatba 
nlmattatoeietyperaon,on  the  alighlealatteatioi),  that 
tha  eiliaen*  of  the  United  Stale*  poaacH  aafficient  in- 
yenoily  and  ikijl  to  make  np  all  the  artidea  nf  wearitiB 
■pparet  and  millinery  that  may  be  wanting  for  nu  ' 
I*  DO  Icaa  dear  that  abot,  over  and  abore  oar  own 


Bcaaed  ao  rapidly  M  to  deaene  the  foeteiing  care  of 
GorammenL  The  importation  of  celton  menufactarei 
from  the  Cape  of  Qood  Hope  inleriem  not  only  with 
onrown  cotton  mannftctura*,  but  alia  come*  inlocom- 
HtitioD  with  fabric*  imported  from  Ennipe,  made  rf 
the  cotton  of  the  United  Biatn.  Mannfactorieaare  in 
ition  fbr  npplying.  and  preparation*  are  in  great- 

'~' ''•'  tncreaaing  tha  anpply  of  ooareA  cotton 

If  aoote  enooDtagement  be  given  to 
I  of  thia  daecription,  the  probability  i*, 
that  a  qnantity  of  thcae  manulactiirea,  equal  to  the  de- 
Band,  may  be  anpptied.  Bedlicking,  of  a  quality  an- 
terior to  that  which  i*  imported,  can  he  bad  in  iband' 

Tha  nae  of  aalt  aa  a  neeeeiary  of  life  cannot  be  dia- 
penaed  with.  To  keep  in  the  market  a  qnantity  com' 
■nenanrate  to  the  Coniamption  of  the  nalioa  ia  car 
tainly  an  object  of  moment    In  a  time  of  peace  im- 

Krtatioa*  of  tht*'  artide  ate  atitrndant,  and  Iha  price 
* ;  but  ahonld  the  United  8tal»  at  any  time  be 
fitrced  into  war  by  a  concurreocfeof  iniiupicionreTenta 
— ^nd  Uicy  have  so  power  to  pravenl  tt— the  aeardty 


and  one-half  par  o 
on  ahol  and  other  manu&etntta  in  which  laad  b  tba 
artide  at  chief  value,  one-half  cent  per  pannd. 

AmJocJ,  That  a  duty  of  eigfat  evita  per  bnabel  ON 
imported  aalt,  would  give  enooaragm 
factuia  of  that  artide  in  the  United  S 

AMEKDMBNT  TO  THE  CONSTITDTIOK. 

The  Houae  reaviaed  ibe  eoftaidentMn  of  tb* 
UDfintehcd  basineoof  ycalM^ir. 

The  SruKBH  biTins  deeiied  that  «  rote  of 
iwo-thirda  vraa  rcqoirM  to  p«at  tbo  reaoluiion  ts 
■  third  TMding,  uawell  a*  an  ita  final  puaaagr, 

Mr.  RtRvoi.pn  appealed  from  ih«  desiaiiM  of 
(he  Speaker. 

Much  deaaltory  dtacaition  look  |daee  on  tbb 
appeal.  On  ibe  ana  hand  it  waii  laid  ibat  ■  quea- 
iioa  aDengromneDieouldnotdeienniDe  tbeieoie 
of  (be  Mouie  on  tbe  fiuat  puaage  of  ifae  resolo- 
tion ;  and  that,  s*  an  agreemCQi  by  a  m»ioritj  of 
(wo-lhirda  to  have  ibe  reioladon  en^roned  would 
not  have  rendered  aQoiher  voie  by  iwo-tbirda  ua- 
necessary,  reason  aod  analogy  would  dispense 
with  BDyibing  ijiare  than  a  bare  najoriiy  on  the 
qneiiion  of  engracaineoi.  On  ihe  other  hnnd  il 
wa*  contended,  thai  aa,  by  the  Constitution,  lb* 
majority  on  a  aueaiion  to  ameod  wat  chknged  I* 
a  Toleof  two-thirda,-  and  u  a  vote  of  a  bare  »*• 
jorit^,  in  ordinary  eatei,  againtt  a  bill'*  gt»mf  to 
a  third  readittK  would  deslivy  tha  bill,  *o  ia  thia 
case  a  rote  of  a  tnijoriiy  (aa  preaeribed  aid  de- 
Aned  by  the  GonstiiDliDn  forlbi*  paritcabr  ease) 
would  have  the  suM  rileot,  and,  coDwqiKatly, 
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that  ■  vote  or  mcHihirds  against  the  resotulion's 
4[oing  to  a  third  rea  in^  would  toialiy  deatrof  ii. 
Tli«  Spenkpr'*  deci'^ion  was  confirmed  by  the 
HouK — yeas  61,  najrs  59,  aa  follons : 

Vat*— Jowpb  Allen,  Willis  Almton,  juo.,  Adam 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  Boiler,  William  Cfaaqi' 
barLiD,  Matthew  Clay,  Rtebatil  Catt(,  ioha  Dafenport, 
JUD.>  Joba  Da«»n,  John  W.  Eppai.  Williim  f  iadJej, 
Jonathan  Fisk,  Me*hacll  Frutklin,  Banillai  Guiintt, 
.Barent  GSaTdenier,  Uideoa  Oanloer,  David  8.  Oicland, 
KJbMTim  Goldsboronfih,  Patenon  Ooodwyo,  DaDiti 
H«i>tei,  William  Helms,  Jubm  Holland,  Richard  Jack- 
moti,  JDQ.,  Robert  Jankiiu,  Richard  M.  Johnion,  Wil- 
liam Kennedy,  Herman  KniekerbaCkar,  Rob«t  Le 
Rot  LiTingaton,  John  Loto,  Vineeot  Matthew*,  Alei- 
jstider  McKim,  WiUiam  McKinley,  William  Milnar, 
John  Montgomary,  Nicholai  R.  Moore,  Jeramiah  Har- 
row, John  Porter,  Peler  B.  Porter,  Eliaba  B.  Potter, 
-John  Rhea  of  Tenneaaee,  Mattbiaa  Richarda,  John 
Boane,  Eraitai  Root,  Ebeneikr  Sage,  Tbomai  Bam- 
man*,  LemtuI  Sawyer,  Jcd>a  A.  Scudder,  Ebennar 
.Beaver,  Adam  SeybNt,  John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  Henry 
SoDtfcaid,  John  Tbompaon,  Dri  Tntj,  ChatEe*  Tar- 
dier, Jan.,  Robert  WeaUay,  Jainea  WiImii.  Richard 
Winn,  Robert  Wiihenpoon,  and  Robert  WrifhL 

Ntn— LMudbI  J.  AUan,  WilUaoi  T.  Barry,  Bar- 
well  Bauett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Daniel  Blaiadell, 
Jame*  Breckenridge,  William  A.  BnrwalU  Joaeph 
Calhonn,  John  Campbelli  John  C.  Cbambeiiain,  Lang- 
don  CheTea,  Mania^Chiltandeo,  Jame*  Cochran,  Wil- 
liam Crawford,  Joceph  Dedia,  Wdliam  Ely,  Jamee 
Emott,  Thoma*  Qholeon,  Thamaa  R.  Gold.  Edwin 
Gray,  William  Male,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Jonalhaa 
H.  Hnbbard,  Jacob  HuAy,  Ebeneier  Hnntington, 
Walter  Jooea,  Philip  B.  Key,  Joaeph  Lewi*.  Jan., 
Aaron  Lyle,  NatbanUl  Mamn,  Archibald  MeBryde, 
Pleaaant  M.  Miller.  Hamnd  L-  Milc^,  Jonathan  O. 
Moeeley,  Thomas  N*wton,  Jo*eph  Feanon,  Benjamin 
Pickman,  jun,  'nmotby  Filkin,  Jan.,  Jonah  Qnincy. 
.John  Rudolph,  John  Rea  of  P^one^iBDia,  Samuel 
Ringgold,  iolia  Rn**,  Daniel  Shefby,  Dennia  Smelt, 
-GaiiTga  SiBilfa,  Bamnel  Siiitb, Richard atanford.Jame* 
JStephiuaen,  l.ewi*  B.  Storgea,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuat 
Taggirt,  G«i^  M.  Troup,  Nicholai  Van  Dyke,  Arch- 
.tbaU  Van  Horn,  Killian  E.  Tan  Reniselaer,  Laban 
WheatOD,  Robert  WbitebiU,  and  Ezekiel  Whitman. 

Aotkso  tbe  laid  nropoii'tioD  of  aweDdmeal  to 

-the CoDitituiioa  or ibeUiiiied  States  waa  rejected. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  eatiiled  "An  act  for 

thereUefcf  William  Mil U,"wa a  read^  the  third 

.time,  aod  paued. 

CHESAPEAKE  AND  DELAWARE  CANAL. 

The  House  resolved  iiaeir  iiito  ■  Cominiitee  of 

the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  aale  and  grant  of  a 

ceriain  quamitfof  laad  to  fhe  Chenpeoke  and 

DelBware  Canal  Coatpaoy. 

Mr.  Ek-PBB  moved  to  atrifce  6iit  the  first  seclioB 
of  the  hill,  and  spoke  io  support  of  tliemotioD. 
Mr.  TaRNilM  apolte  in  favor  of  (he  iBCIioo. 
Mr.  TiM  DvKB  replied  to  Mr.  Eppm. 
The  Coramiiiee  rose  wiibaut  comiDg  to  K  de- 
-cisioii;  and  the  Honae  adjoarnad. 

Wednebdat,  February  6. 

Oa  motioD  of  Mr.  EeHHiDr,  the  Committee 

.of  Commerce  and  Manufactures  were  directed 

4a  iafU'r^inio  the  axpediencj  of  eaubliahiag,  by 


law,  an  nnirorni  mode  of  gauging  in  the  sererat 
nfflcei  of  the  customs  Ciiroughouc  tbe  United 
Slates. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  (he  Committee  of  Way*  and 
Means,  prejenl^d  a  bill  for  imposing  addhioDal 
duties  nnon  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
imported  from  any  foreign  jKirl  or  place;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  Monday  neil. 

Mr.  &FPE8,  from  tbe  same  commiltee,  also  pre^ 
sealed  a  bill  auiborizing  a  loan  of  money  Air  ft 

sQin  not  exceeding ;  which  was  read  twice, 

and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Tuesday  neit. 

Mr.  UHEVEe  presented  a  petition  of  John  Mac- 
namara,  of  Charleaion,  South  Caroliiia,  elating 
that  hi*  vessel  brought  into  Charleston,  in  OcU>> 
ber,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine,  a  nuaa- 
ber  of  French  families,  refugees  from  Cuba,  to- 
geib'er  with  their  slaves,  who  h&d  been  forcibty 
expelled  from  that  Island;  in  contequenee  M 
which,  his  vessel'  and  cargo  bad  been  coodemned 
for  a  violation  of  an  act  which  prohibits  the  iiH- 
porlaiioDof  slaves,  and  pray io^  such  relief  in  the 
premises  as  may  appear  just  and  proper. — Re- 
ferred to  (he  Commiltee  of  Commerce  and  MuK 

Aq  eoerosted  bill  providing  for  the  aale  of  k 
tract  of  laod  lying  in  the  Stale  of  Tennesaee, 
and  a  tract  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  wai  retd 
the  third  lime,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bichald 
Tervin,  William  Coleman,  Edwin  Lewi^,  Sam- 
uel Mlms,'jDse|)h  Wilson,  and  the  Baptist  Churoh 
at  Salam  Meeitng-house,  in  the  Mississippi  Tm- 
ritory,  was  read  ibe  third  lime,  and  passed. 

Tne  bill  from  tbe  Senate,  entitled  "An  bm 
mMcing  compeoaalion  to  Jofan  Buj^eoe  LeiizeA- 
dorfer,  for  eervices  rendered  the  United  States  in 
the  war  with  Tripoli,"  as  amended,  was  ind  tbe 
third  lime,  when  Mr.  BaasBrr  moved  ibnt  tkn 
said  bill'  be  recommitted  to  n  Commttiee  6f  tbe 
-whole  Uouse;  aiid  the  questioQ  tbereon  beiBg 
taken,  it  was  determined  in  tbe  negaiive. 

The  bill  was  then  passed,  as  ameoded. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hods*. 
thai  the  Senate  have  ptnsed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  providing  for  the  final  adjuitmeoi  of  claims  lo 
land  in  the  Territories  of  Orleans  and  Louisiana," 
with  amendments;  to  which  they  desire  tbe  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

Mr.  MoBKUW,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Put^ 
lie  Lands,  made  a  report  op  the  petiiioD  of  tbe 
inhabitaols  of  the  third  township,  in  the  eighth 
range,  in  the  eonaty  of  tVasbinglon,  Ohio,  n- 
ferred  thetwenly-eigDlfauliimo;  which  wasre«d, 
and  the  reaolutioii  therein  contained  coDcurred 
in  by  ihe  House,  as  follows: 

Betolved,  That  the  petilitmers  have  leave  lo 
withdraw  their  pelition.  - 

Mr.  Lewis,  from  the  commiltee  appointed  the 
nineieeiith  nUimo,  preaeeled  a  hill  making  fur- 
ther appropriations  for  completing  the  Capitol, 
and  for  other  purposes;  which  was' read  iwice, 
and  committed  to  a  Commiliee  of  the  Whole  oa 
Mondny  next. 
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AddiUMuU  OutU»—Depon(a  in  3tate  BmJct. 


FraaiTAaT.  IS11. 


ADDITIONAL  DUTIES. 

Mr.  Efpeb  IbiiI  before  the  House  ft  Idler  froni 
the  Secrrmrr  of  ihe  Tiewurjr  to  the  Cummittee 
cfWiTSBDcI  Meaoa,  respecling;  Ihe  imposJiJoDDr 
additional  duiipB  on  LmponatiaDi  of  foreign  goodi. 

Tb«  following  \i  the  letter : 

Sift:  I  am  in«inici«d  bjr  thq  Coiniiiitte*  of  Wtjs 
tsd  Meini  to  atk  for  auch  infilrmatiDB  at  maj  be  in 
■oaacaiion  of  the  Treaaury  Departmaot,  on  die  follow- 
ing  pointy  nx: 

1.  What  diminnlion  of  rennna  will  be  produced 
lij  the  eieluiion  of  aitielea,  tba  STOwth,  preducf,  oi 
mannfactuTe,  of  Gieat  Britain,  faer  adoaie*,  depam- 

3.  What  partielar  altielct,  or  rlaant  of  artide^wSI 
bear  an  increaM  of  the  present  dntiea,  and  to  what 
eitent,  lakinf  into  view  tb«  aecori^  of  the  rvrenae, 
and  the  lom  to  be  prodaeed  1 

And  an;  other  inlbnnaliM  whidi  may  tend  lo  Aow 
whather  it  la  mora  «>pedi«at  to'iBereaaa  iIm  par  cent 


JOHN  W.  EPPE8. 

TaBiinnT  DirABTxiHT,  Jon.  S8,  IBII, 
In  anawai  to  jo\ir  inqDiriel  Teapectini;  the 
ion  of  retcnDe-,  whldi  niHE  reidt  from  the 
I  of  aiticlti  of  Britiah  prodnu  or  mant]fitc> 
tvre*^  I  beg  lean  to  refer  jou  to  a  report  made  to  the 
HaluaofRapreMnUtiTea,oBtbstWiFebraM7,  1S0«, 
and  wbkh,  lofetbei  frith  the  atatementa  annexed  lo 
ll,'Kl*eB  a  detailed  view  of  the  ^portationa  fhnn  the 
BriliA  doniniaaa,  and  from  all  other  connlriea,  Ur 
*a  yaaia  IMS,  ISOS,  and  1804.  Htra  relianoe  maj 
ba  placed,  aa  to  any  general  raanlt,  on  tba  italaoMala 
fcf  thoaa  jeara;  then  Ml  thoae  far  any  aubaeqarat  p** 
riod.  Than  «a*  a  very  aitrarniSDaiy  increass  of 
oommarca  during  Ilia  yean  18UG  and  1807,  bat  al- 
thoogh  the  aoionnt  of  importations  waa  much  larger, 
Ae  ptopoction  torn  the  difierenl  couitriea  had  not 
bean  materially  altered.  Prom  ihe  last  three  yean  no 
carrect  inlerencaa  can  be  drawn.  The  time  requiiits 
to  ptqiare  similar  itatemenla  for  Ihe  last  ui  ysan 
wonld  also  delay  an  answer ;  and  the  annual  reports 
of  importations  in  American  and  foreign  Teasels,  will 
fbmisn  such  additional  lacta  br  any  one  year  aa  may 

It  appean  from  that  report,  (page  9,)  that  the  net 
Altie*  (after  dedocting  dnwbai^s}  on  merchandiae 
fanporlcd  from  tbe  British  dominion*,  and  from  all 
other  coonlrtea,  might  be  ealabtisbed  as  fblloiri! 

Brtluk         AUciAa- 


On  merchandiae  paying  datiaa 

ai  anbrwn,  indnding   the 

additional  dutiee  called  the 

Mediterranean  fond    -        <  «4,3fiT,000    1,238,000 
Ob  all  other  articles,  dedocting 

aalt,  Ihs  duty  on  which  is 

BO*  repealed      -  -     1,639,000    4,741,000 

B.Ba8.000    5,879,000 


At  that  time,  howerer.  In  the  yean  180*  and  10M, 
non-importatlDn  from  Great  BriUiu  wonld  not  haw 
dluinialied  Ae  reTenne  to  that  extent,  aa  the  eaa(i> 
neot  of  Enropa  bring  then  open  to  tbo  United  Btati% 
a  gnat  nnmber  of  aitielea  asuallyiBipostod  from  Grsal 
Britam  wtmld  hare  bee«  supplied  I7  Mbar  iwiatiiefc 
A  ooMdciabla  diminution  mnat  lake  pteeo  ia  i^mim 
lo  all  the  artides  which  mnnol  bo  tfana  sn^lied,<r 
which  may  how  be  manufluturd  in  the  Undtsd  Bl^ta. 
And  it  WW  pnitcipally  on  aceonnt  of  tfao  luortuB 
attta  of  commeroe  with  the  reat  of  the  wraU,  Ikt  ia 
tbe  annnal  report  of  the  10th  DecMnbcr  laat,  I  atated 
that  "  the  prabaUe  defalcation  in  th«  ra«enne  conU 
not,  fin  obnotts  laasoas,  be  St  thie '' 


In  rdation  lo  the  other  inqnirT  oT  tbo  mniniiliaii  it 
appean  to  Ue,  that  the  diaaimlnatiaa  UAwmj  Iks 
dntisUa  anidea  wonld  at  Ihia  lima  bo  imexnc&nt 
Thoae  which  wW  oeitately  a 


I  have  the  bsBor  to  ha,  dte. 

ALBEBT  OALLATK. 

&OB.  loan  W.  Ernm, 

CAunNms  CoasaiiifK  ^  Wnya  msrf  Jbn*. 
DEP08ITE8  IN  8TATB  BANKS. 

Mr.  FoTTBHMid  ihai  at  ■  time  when  they  vere 
iftlrojucing  bills  for  tiie  purpose  of  banowiDe 
money  aad  for  laying  additional  duties,  and 
thereby  iocreaaiog  the  laxn  od  tbeir  coacutD- 
anii,  he  tbought  thef  oaghi  10  make  the  beat  of 
tbe  rCBoarces  already  id  our  power.  Tbe  aioek- 
holihr*  of  ibc  United  Siatea'  Bank  (aaid  he> 
hsTc  offeretl  one- ntilltoa  two  hnadred  asd  Sttj- 
thousand  dollars  for  the-fcnearal  of  ibeh-cbaner;. 
and  it  ii  bellcTed  1  bey  would  gire  eoBaiderafaly 
more,  if  they  coirid  bare  a  charter  BDeoeanbered 
with  other  condjijons.  This  sufDofmanry  they 
would  gir?  the  naited  Slates  for  a  charter,  for 
ihe  advantage  of  the  QarernRiMt  depoaitea,  tad 
for  the  uuiverMiI  credit  and  extensive  cirealatioa 
it  girei  lo  its  psper,  which  it  reeeivabte  for  all 
debts  doe  the  United  Staiea.  As  there  bow  ap- 
peal* DO  probe biijly  of  theeztensioBof  ibniebar* 
ler,  and  as  tbe  depoaitet  will  be  aooo  withdrawn, 
and  inall  probabtlky  placed  IB  SiBtebaokSjIaiA 
not  williog  ihey  aboold  have  that  prifil^ge  with- 
out pairing  an  e<)iiitaleDt.  It  appenra  10  me  that 
tboie  iQiernied  m  the  State  baokii,  that  eipect  Eo 
be  benefited  by  tbe  depoaiie  of  the  money  of  the 
United  8iales,-ia  their  oppoaitioo  to  the  renewftl 
of  the  charier  of  the  Bank  of.  tbe  UbiimI  Slaiea, 
bare  minified  a  air«age  kind  of  pBlrioiiam ;. 
and,  aa  it  appears  to  me,  of  the  KVeneb  kind; 
which  is  a  love  of  money  more  than  a  Love  of 
country.  I  am  not  willing  ihey  should  bare 
Ihia  money  for  ooihiog.  when  ii  is  worth  at  least 
six  per  cent,  10  those  from  whom  it  is  collected. 
The  Stale  banks  thai  may  hare  thoae  depostiea 

will  not  only  derive  rery  g "  '  — 

them,  by  enabling  Ibem  { 
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eoaais  «jm1  di*ideMl«  ;  but  it  wUl  sire  lo 
biiia  k  vxoK  cuiteiiMv«  ciroulatiba.  Tliia  a 
IB  ccTiainJy  worLb  tbfee  p«t  eent.  lo  tbc  Sikte 
tmnkiu  ir  tbenour  depo»il«s  aboald  beoolf  ibrw 
attlliooB,  at  ib*t  »w  the  ini«r«Bt  would  be  oiaety 
tbooMnfl  dollan  per  tttDum,  ■□d  ir  w<e  shouU  rp- 
lease  our  aomiuerce  fiom  tbe  op«TalioD  of  oui 
owD  resiricliooB,  i(  niigbi  'ooa  ■mouni  lo  (eo  niil- 
lioDB,  whicb  would  gire  an  tnlMMt  of  tbree  buB- 
dred  ihoHMud  dollsra,  a  vuin  wonb  ssTiog,  i 
find  ■  CQuiderable  ■am  of  ibi*  tnoney  in  the  bank 
at  Pittsburg,  and  from  that  Mubborbood  we 
have  had  a  reraoastraiice  agaiaot  the  raoewal  of 
tbe  cbaiUr  of  ibe  Uniied  SiaWBaali.  Aoothfr 
considerable  anm  is'io  two  baaki  in  tbe  State  of 
Rhode  Uaod,  at  preient  amouoiing  to  leTenif- 
eight  ibouMod  two  biudred  and  twenty  six  dol- 
lar!.    Thi*  is  worib  ibrae  per  cent,  to  ihem,.  and 

I  will giTetbatinlMett for ii with  ihesameadvan- 
lagrn  tnd  iadaigmcei  ibat  they  have  had.  aad 
^ire  no<)^ae*ii(iiiable  Moufitjr  for  it.    My  object 

II  Id  prorid*  \>i  law  for  iftcdepotilaof  thii  mane;; 
bygirinc  it  to  thMe  bank*  that  wiU  girc  tJie 
OeveratDcnl  the  moat  for  tbat  pririlwe,  aad  af- 
ford amplB  aeeutity  for  the  saqte.  TbU  will  pra- 
vent  the  Seoreury  of  tbe  Treaanr;  rrom  having 
it  in  bis  power  lo  give  ezolaaive  adtaaiagos  to 
ceiuia  baaka,  aad  will  relieve  him  froa  part  of 
bii  reapoMiblliiy  and  from  the  charge  of  par- 
tiality. And  for  that  purpoM  I  beg  lean  to  aub- 
mic  the  followiog  reaointioo,  which  will  give  ilie 
baaksof  all  patiiaiait  opporiuniiy  to  compete 
for  ihii  privilege  I  aad  thay  thai  will  give  the 
HKNt  for  it  will  have  it,  and  the  aMion  be  bene- 
fited by  tbe  miKiey : 

Saobed,  That  a  eomiaitte*  ba  apuintad  to  iiiqaii« 
inio  the  eipedienaf  of  pratiiHBg  and  ditcatiBB  bj  tew 
that  the  depoHtaa  of  the  money  a  of  the  Unitad  Btalaa  be 
SMda  in  each  af  tha  BUia  banks  >•  shal  I  pay  (be  neat 
tu  thai  privilegaw  and  easply  with  .aneh.  tanna  aad 
,  aoadilioB*  ••  may  be  ■aeeaaaiy  to  aacuM  aaj  Boaaya 
which  may  ba  placed  in  the  aava. 

Mr.  Bppe*  wa*  oppoacd  to  the  prinaiple  of  this 
rm^aiioB.     He  thoagfai  it  imptoper  that  tha  de- 

CitesDrtfaepubHemoaeTahonld  bkHt  up  to  tbe 
ticu  bidder^lka  asbjeet  waa  alread  y  gcaaraUy 
referred  to  the  Cammtctae  of  Wa^a  eird  Meana, 
or  hr  would  not  object  to  a  tesoiation'for  inquiry. 
Mr.  B.  aiiied  t4»prouaiottof  iheJawoa  theaah- 
jeelofdepoaitca. 
Ur.  LovB  hoped  the  raaolntion  would  paaa. 
At  the  anggeitioa-or  Mrf  Oa.BD«HiEA  the  raao- 
Intton  was  adoptod,  aad  rvfarted  to  the  Commit 
He  of  Ways  aad  Mcana. 

COMMERCIAL  INTERCOURSE. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 

an  Ibe  folWing  bjU  reported  by  <h«  Committee 

<*[  Fmisn  Relaiioaa  :  ' 

^  ^  •affltm*at»»y  to  the  act,  eaiiUed  >'  An  ael 

aotietniBg  iti^  eeiBaiareial  inlareonne  betwaen  the 

Uuted  Buiea  and  Qnat  Britain  and  France,  and 

thtir  defaadencMa,  and  for  other  puipoaaa." 

.    £*>lMaet(d,4c.,  ThatnaveaealounMifuAoliyiy 

aataM«ra(u>eN«a/-Ue  Uailtd  lUaU*,  tehi<&  tiuU 

taw  ibpartiifrmK  <t  Britit&pert  frier  to  the  «ecW 


day  af  February,  oae  Ihoutaitd  agtU  huwlrtd  and' 
eteetn,  and  no  Totrehandue  owned  wholly  by  a  aliztn 
or  dtlimi  d/_  Ihe  Untied  Stala,  imparled  in  tutk  oea- 
tel,  ahall  be  liable  to  seizure  or  forteiture,  on  accoant 
of  any  infraction  or  prctamed  iafraclion  of  the  pro- 
viiioDi  of  the  act  to  nbicb  this  act  ii  a  snpplemeoL 

Mr.  Ehott  moved  to  araead  Ibe  same  by 
striking  out  tlie  words  in  itaiic,  aod  to  insert  iti. 
their  pTace  "oi  merchaodiie."  The  bill,  as  amend- 
ed, would  read  ax  follows : 

"  That  no  veawl  or  merchandise  ihell  be  liable  to 
■eizure  or  forfeiture  on  account  of  any  inliaction,  or 
presnmei]  infrsctjon,  of  the  proiisions  of  the  act  lo 
vhich  this  act  ia  a  cupplcment." 

Ml.  Emott.— Mr.  Chairman^  As  the  bill  which 
ia  now  on  your  table  is  calculated  ip  relieve  oni 
merebaots  in  (lart  from  the  lestriolive  system 
which  has  agaia  been  attempted  |o  be  put  in 
operaliOQ,  I  ;o  far  approve  of  ii ;  bat  as  it  does 
not  appear  to  me  to  go  far  enough,  I  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  moving  an  ameodineni,  wliich,  if 
adopted,  wilt  once  more  give  us  a  clear  deck; 
and  while  I  am  up,  tbe  Comniittee  will  permit 
me,  as  eoucisely  as  tbe  nature  of  the  subject  will 
admii,  to  assign  the  reasons  which  ioduce  me  to 
propose  the  BueodnieDC. 

By  the  law  of  the  first  of  May  lati,  the  Presi- 
dent  was  authorized,  ia  case  eiiber  of  the  great 
belligereois,  before  the  third  of  March,  revoked 
her  aati-neutral  ediei!>,  to  proclaim  tbe  same,  lai  I 

if  the  other  did  not  in  three  months  also  revoke, 
a  noa-iatercourse  with  her  was  to  follow.  Oa 
the  secood  day  of  November,  tbe  President  had 
proclaimed,  as  a  fact,  that  France  had  made  the 
necestaty  revocation ;  and  it  followk,  if  he  woa 
correct  as  to  the  fact,  that  on  the  second  day  of 
this  month  the  oon-intercouise  went  into  opata- 
an  against  Great  Britain. 
As  maoy  foriueily,  and  more  latterly,  havs 
doubted  as  to  the  fact  thus  proclaimed,  it  become^ 
■ir,  a  duly  which  we  owe  to  ourselves  and  to  ttte  j 

people,  to  inquire  iaie  its  existence ;  for  if  it  ha  ' 

true  that  no  such  repeal,  as  wBs  coalemplated  by  { 

the  law,  has  taken  place;  if  iodeed  the  President  ! 

has  been  deceived,  or  was  misiaken,  we  cagnot 
too  soon  make  it  known,  and  relieve  the  couotrr 
from  the  vexation  and  embarrassment  whica 
must  result  from  the  present  slate  of  things. 

If,  sir,  addiiional  motives  were  necessary,  we 
may  find  them  in  the  bills  which  have  (his  mora- 
iog  been  introduced  into  tbe  House  by  the  Chair- 
inaa  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  MeaoSiBt 
the  instance  of  the  ^ecrelaty  of  the  Treasury, 
one. of  wbichgocsto  l|Ly  Urge  additional  duties, 
and  the  other  lo-  auihoriio  a  loan.  Tba  reasona 
assigned  by  the  Secretary  for  this  new  aod  heavy 
liiliiens  are,  that  as  tiie  greater  part  of 
on   imports. are    collected    on   gooda 


non-importatioD,  it  becomes  necessary,  in  order 
lo  prevent  a  defalcaiioa  in  the  revenue,  to  tax  the 
productioa  of  other  countries  much  tteyond  (ha 
present  rate.  On  [his  presumed  defalcation,  too, 
m  some  degree  depeods  the  proposition  for  a 
loan,  or,  if  a  loan   tie  necessary,  [he  amount  of 
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4l.    In  this  point  of  view,  ii  becomes  high!)'  im' 

KrlBDt  10  BRCprtBin  wbetner  ihe  noD  intercourse 
E  cone  into  o|>eration  ;  for  IT  it  hu  not,  I  iru«t 
we  shall  not  proceed  to  give  form  aoil  inape  to 
the  lecommerdatiou  of  ibe  SecrelBry,  tliat  we 
'     ^ball  not  burden  the  couiiirj'  witb  new  (axes,  or 
eubjecl  it  to  large  loans.  ' 

In  the  CDtnioen cement  of  this  inqntrT-  Mr. 
Chaiiman,  we  Dainrallv  ask  ourseWes.  what 
edicts  are  to  he  reTokea,  and  bow  are  ihef  to 
be  revoked'?  It  ii  not  naterial  Id  extend  this 
ioqu^ry  to  Great  Britain,  as  we  know  of  no  re?- 
ocaiion  on  ber  part,  aod,  under  all  circumstance*, 
we  ba*e  not,  I  fear,  iddcIi  reason  to  believe  that 
there  will  be  such  revocation.  But  it  may  be 
welt  to  noilce  here  Eomethiog  which  haa  the  ap- 
pearance of  incunsTsipncy,  on  the  part  of  our 
Bieculire,  towards  that  Gorernment, 

The  non-intereoune  kw  of  March,  1809,  cod- 
tains  a  provision,  that  "  in  case  either  FNtice  or 
Great  Britain  shall  ao  revoke  or  modify  her 
«dicta,  as  ihat  Ibe;  shall  cease  to  violate  the  neii- 
tral  commerce  of  the  United  Siaiei,"  the  Presi- 
dent abould  declare  the  sanie  by  proclamation, 
and  the  non-iotercourae  was  t>ien  to  cease  aa  to 
the  nation  rerokina.  Il  was  under  ihis  law,  and 
in  eoDsequence  of  the  power  so  given  to  the 
Preiident,  that  Ihe  eelesraied,  though  ill  fated 
arraDgement,  was  made  between  the  Biecotive 
and  the  British  Minister,  Mr.  Erikiae.  Now, 
Vir,  by  referring  to  ibis  arrangement,  yon  will 
find,  that  on  April  18,  Mr.  Erskine  proposed  It 
Beerelary  Smith  the  revocation  of  the  Orden  ie 
Council  of  January  and  Noreniber,-1807,as  a  com- 
pliance on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  with  the  term: 
«f  the  act  of  March  ;  and  otir  Secretary,  on  the 
lame  day,  dectaring  that  the  withdrawing  of 
aach  orders  would  be  deemed  satisfactory  by  the 
President,  Ihe  errangemeniwas  completed  on  the 
19lh,  and  a  proclamation  aecordinsly  issued  on 
the  sronnd,  and  assuming  the  fact,  that  the  Brii- 
ish  edidts  bad  ceased  to  violate  our  neutral  com- 
.tserce,  and  again  opening  the  intercourse  belween 
the  two  countries  after  the  lOih  of  June. 

TbisBrrangement,  and  the- short  and  ha^ty 
respondence  connected  wilb  it, you  will  recollect, 
air,  were  presented  to  Congress  with  the  Message, 
at  Ihe  opeoing  of  the  Summer. session  of  1809, 
and  we  then  passed  a  law,  the  object  of  which 
was  to  ratify  and  to  carry  into  effect  the  arrange- 
ment. Here,  then,  we  have  an  explicit  opinion 
from  both  the  Execuilve  and  ihe  LegisUtnre, 
thai  the  only  British  orders  which  came  within 
tbe  spirit  and  Intent  of  the  law  of  March,  were 
(hose  of  January  and  November,  1807,  and  ibai, 
when  those  orders  were  revoked,  tbe  edicts  of 
Great  Britain  ceased  lo  violate  the  commerce  of 
the  United  Stales. 

'     I  pray  yoi)  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  turn  with 
tne  10  the  law  of  May  last ;  yon  will  ihere  find 
j  Ihe  precise   phraseology  of  the  aci  of  March : 

I  .    "  In  case.eitber  Great  Britain  or  Prance  shall  so 

{  revoke  or  modify  her  edicts  as  that  they  shall 

I  cease  to  violate   tbe  neutral  commerce   of  the 

I  United  Slates,"  the  Pretideac  ii  lo  make  ks 

tli«  fact  by  proclamation.     The  authority  gireu 


to  the  Preaideat  is  in  both  eniwa  tbe  same,  aad  it 
was  to  hare  been  prraamed  ibat  it  irmlj  hare 
been  exercised  on  ibe  same  terms.  Bat,  sir,  it 
will  be  found,  on  referrinir  to  (he  paper*  ibal, 
under  the  act  of  May,  the  Exeenlive  imdeafDr- 
ther  reqalsition.  The  revocaUcHi  of  the  (Men 
in  Council  of  Janaary  and  NoTember  was  aot  to 
lisfy  US,  but  ihe  blockade  of  the  ^ear  preceding 
was  to  be  also  annulled. 

In  the  letter  from  Secretary  Smith  to  oat 
Minister  at  London,  of  the  5<ti  of  July.  1810^ 
and  which  enclosod.  a  copy  of  the  law  of  Hay,  ii 
'«  said,  "  that  ii>  ei|dainjng  the  extent  of  ibe  re- 
peal which  is  required  on  the  British  aide,  Mr. 
Pinkney  will  let  it  be  riisiiaetly  amlenOHd, 
that  it  must  neeesMtily  incloda  an  anDriowst 
of  tbe   blookadfl  of  1806^  aod   onr   MiaiitrT, 


accordingly,  ia  bis  letter  lo  Lord  Welletley.tf 

the  Slst  of  September,  tetls  fatm  it  is  bis  daiy  b 

lie"  that  an  annulment  of  the  blockade  of  May, 


is  eonaidered  by  ihe  Preaideni  lo  be  as  lo- 
dispensahle^  in  the  view  of  the  act,  aa  the  revo- 
cation of  Ihe  British  Orders  in  Council."  Nty, 
so  fhr  has  ibe  President  gone  in  this  partieolaras 
to  give  the  French  Qovernment  a  pledge  (kai 
Ihis  will  be  required  on  the  partof  <9reat  Britaia. 
In  the  letter  from  Secretary  Biaith  to  General 
ArmslronE,  of  the  Sib  of  July,  ISIO.  tbe  latter  ia 
anthorizea,  if  il  should  be  fooitd  necesaary,  to 
"  let  it  be  nnderaiood  that  a  repeal  of  the  illegal 
blockades  tt(  a  dale  prior  to  the-'Berlio  decree, 
namely,  thai  of  May,  1906,  will  be  iBclnded  ia 
(be  condition  required  of  Oreal  Britain." 

It  is  not  my  iniearioo,  at  this  time,  to  enter 
into  a  discossioB  on  the  subject  of  blo«^ades,  nor 
am  1  to  ha  nnderaioad  a*  giving  eovntenance  to 
(he  system  of  paper  blockadea,  wbeUier  that  sys- 
tem proceeds  from  or  is  auenpted  to  be  eafitreed 
by  England  or  by  Franca;  but,  sir,  I  haveyone 
tnio  thia  examinatioB  to  show  that  tbe  Prendent 
haaaeled  differently  tiatter  two  law*  wbiekoagfct  , 
to  have  had  tbe  sane  ^eiical  coastraetioa,  be- 
cause the  terma  ased  lo  them  were  alike;  tbat 
under  lbs  law  of  Hay,  1810,  be  added  a  oondv- 
tion  to  a-aelilemeni  with  Great  Britain,  which 
kedid  noireqairaanderifaelawaf  Marcli,  1309; 
aod  why  (bisdifierenee? 

Will  it  be  said,  (hat  wbea  the  artaogemeal 
was  nude  with  Mr;  Enkioe.  the  Pre«dent  had 
no  knowledge  of  the  blockading  orden  of  May, 
18081  Not  so,  sir.  By  recurring  to  a  report 
tnade  by  Mr,  Madison,  as  Secreury  of  Slate,  in 
December,  1808,  of  belligerent  decrees  aod  orrfera 
affecting  neutral  oommrree,  yoa  will  Cod  this 
very  blookade  |  and  ceiuinly  what  be  knew  as 
Secretary  in  December,  he  must  have  known  aa 
President  in  the  April  following.  Sfasll  I  be 
told  the  President  had  diacovered  ihat  the  block- 
ade had  been  "  aroa-ed  lo  be  <;nmpreheDded  ia, 
and  identified  with,  the  Ordera  in  ConBcil?"  I 
fear  this  will  not  be  a  satisfaciory  ansvrer.  For, 
in  ibis  case,  if  ihe  Ordera  in  Council  are  resciad- 
ed,  the  connexion  between  them  aod  the  hloebde 
will  then  ataod  as  it  waa  supposed  by  ibe  Eiwu^ 
tive  10  stand  when  (he  arrangement  wai  raiercd 
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PersoDs,  Mr.  Chaii^nan,  rtore  Prone  to  jnU 
ouir  rhan  mfself,  and  who  are  dUpoied  to  flinl 
hau  with  the  late  Bxecuiitr  prajMU.'may  per- 
hapit  point  to  IbHl  paRta?^  in  the  letter  from  Sec- 
mary  Smith  to  Mr.  Finkoer,  of  the  BSd  of  May. 
1810,  in  whieh  it  is  said,  thai  the  Prexidenl  has 
read,  wilh  surnnie  and  r#KKt,  the  repif  of  Lord 
'Weliealey  toineoote  rMjuiringexplaaailonaiaith 
respect  10  the  blockade  of  Praoce,  whieh  "eTln- 
ces  an  inSexlble  detrTminaiion  10  perse *er«  in 
the  iystein  of  btoekade,"  aa  aflordin;  a  reason  for 
this  added  condiiioo  :  thejr  may  say  ibal  it  was 
thriiat  in  when  our  Adrainistration  were  laiisted 
that  it  would  not  be  aeceded  le  by  the  Briiiih, 
and  for  the  parpote  of  preventing  an  accommo- 
dation wilh,BDd  keepiazupiheirriiRtioD  againsi, 
that  DHiion.  But  wfaife.  for  myself,  I  disclaim 
ibia  ioference,  I  muslconfeai  that  I  im  at  a  lost 
to  assign  a  sufficient  raolire  fbr  tha  difieresce  in 
the  two  caaet. 

As  to  France,  sir,  what  were  the  edicts  to  be 
revoked,  and  how  rertriiedT  I  shall  hareocea- 
ainn,  before  I  sit  down,  M  noliee  (he  Berlin  and 
Milan  decree*.  Bat  were  there  not  other  de- 
cree*? 

We  hare  before  na  the  Ramboaillet  decree, 
with  a  date  of.  the  23d  of  March^  IBIO,  which 
declares  that  "all  Teasel*  fkarigatiiig  anderthe 
'  fla^  of  the  United  Suies,  or  powessed  io  whole 
'  or  in  part  by  a  ciilzeo  or  snbjeet  of  that  Power, 

<  which,  couoring  from  the  SOih  of  Ma^;  1609, 

<  hBTe  entered,  or  sbmll  enter  into  the  porta  of 

*  our  Empire,  of  oor  etioaief,  or  of  the  ooueirie* . 
'  oceOpted  by  our  arms,  shall  Ik  aeiied,  and  the 

*  product  ofibe  sales  shall  be  depnited  in  the 

<  sarpluafuod."  ThusembTaBiocalmosltbe  whole 
of  eoBiinental  Europe ;  fbr,  with  the  aieepiion 
of  the  Raoian  ports  on  the  Baltic,  and  two  Or 
three  place*  in  the  Baropann  peainsalai  erery 
port  frequented  by  the  AmerieaB»  heloogad  either 
to  the  Empire  of  Pranee,  to  (he  colooiea  of  that 
Empire,  or  to  eonairiea  oeaapied  bTtbafureea  of 
the  Empire.  The  aeiiurea  noder  tbi*  decree  were 
caaseqnenlly  great  aad  diitresunf  to  otic  mer- 
chants. 

This  decree  purporta  to  be  an  act  of  reprisal 
on  ihia  eoDDtry,  and  for  what  caosal  Not  for 
any  act  of  hosilliiy  by  ns;  not  for  any  seizBrss 
or  coo  fiscal  ioDs  of  French  vcsaels  or  Freoeh 
property  oader  the  authority,  or  within  the  lim- 
ita  of  ibis  OorerDmeot.  no,  sir,  a  pretence  of 
this  kind  appeared  too  absurd  to  be  inserted  eren 
in  a  French  decree.  It  ia  truetbal  Oenersl  Arm- 
strong, in  his  letter  to  Secretary  Smith,  of  the 
lOih  of  September,  1310,  eommuntcates  a  verbal 
eaplanatioQ  which  accompanied  the  last  letter  of 
the  French  Minitter :  "  If  yon  canfiscBle  French 
property  under  the  law  of  nou'intereourae,  ihey 
will  conGscsie  your  properly  under  their  decree 
of  Ramboeillei."  Ay,  sir,  and  thef  hare  giren 
apueiical  eiplanaiion  that  they  would  aonfis- 
eaie  their  property  under  the  decree,  althongh 
we  did  not  coaGscate  their  property  ander  the 
noQ-iaiercourse  law.  Look  at  the  deer^a  itself, 
and  fou  will  find  the  tnotire,  or  rather  the  pre- 
text for  Ihia  aet  of  reprisal    It  i*  gnmMtaii  on 


the  passing  of  the  act  of  the  1st  of  March,  1809, 
and  ii  is  gronnded  on  that  aloue. 

Thus,  beeauae  we  deemed  i[.odriuble  to  pas* 
a  law  which  we  supposed  #as  >  mere  miinieipal 
reguladoD,  inaamucn  as  it  related  to  oor  own 
citizens,  or  our  owo  territories;  a  law,  which, 
accordiag  [a  its  letter,  applied  equally  to  butb 
belligerents,  and  which,  e«  it  we*  not  to  cora- 
meoee  its  operation  nnlll  the  20(h  of  Hoy,  con- 
tained ia  itself  a  notice  sufficient  to  prereoi  any 
injury  to  French  subjeeta ;  for  Ibis  cause,  and  fur 
tbtB  alone,  the  Emperor  sdopti,  as  an  act  of  rfr- 
prisal,  a  decree  which  subject  to  seizure  and  coi^ 
6*cation,  not  only  AmericBO  property  whiek 
should  reach  the  CoBlinent  after  notice  of  tha 
drcree,  or  eren  after  its  date,  but  property  Which 
arrired  there  at  any  lime  for  the  preceding  twelve 
months,  i  will  not  stop  to  inquire  what  would 
and  tfbat  ou^ht  to  hare  been  the  feeliogt  of  the 
Admivistraiion  and  of  the  country,  if  lucb  an 
outrage  had  been  commiued  by  England  fur  such 
a  cause.  Bat,  lir^  if  ibc  French  Qovernmeni  ia 
allowed  to  bare  in  the  act  of  March  an  esctue 
for  reprisal,  we  bad  better  discontinue  making 
laws  altogether ;  for  it  ia  diffieult  to  find  in  our 
statute  book  a  law  lest  hostile  to  France,  or  more 
nrithin  the  right  of  an  independent  QoTernmenl 
10  enact. 

To  .aeo  the  irtH  ebaracter  of  this  decree,  we 
mast  approach  it  a  little  nearer;  and  with  tha 
letters  of^  the  Duke  of  Cadorc  in  my  hand — thoee 
leiterH,  sir,  which  hare  ocoasioned  our  present  ' 
embarraasmenta— I  am  strangely  deceived  tf  thii 
proceeding  af  tha  French  Gbrernmeot  im  npt 
appear  to  partake  of  the  nature  of  an-  offence 
which,  as  respceti  indiriduals,  is  called  swind^ 
ling.    It  ia  a  takiag  of  property  uoder  false  pro- 

In  the  letter  from  the  French  Miniiler  loOeta- 
eial  Armatrooff.  of  the  Sth  of  Aa§:u&t,  1810,  we 
find  the  French  Oorernment  attempting  to  jua- 
tify  the  issuing  of  the  Rambouillei  decree  at  tha 
time  it  did,  becanse  it,  until  "  rery  lately,"  had 
no  knowledge  of  the  nonTiotereourse  law.  "  The 
'  aet  of  the  iM  of  March  ba*  raised  the  embargo 
'  and  snhatituted  for  it  a  uleasure  the  moat  iojuri- 
'oua  TO  the  iniernle  of  France.  This  act,  of 
'which  the  Emperor  knew  nolhbg,  until  very 
'  lately,  interdicted  to  French  resseis  tbe  00m- 
'  merce  of  France.  Reprisal  wai  a  right,  ani 
'commanded  by  the  dignity  of  Prance."  Per* 
init  me,  sir,  to  recall  to  your  ivcollectioo  a  facL 
that  this  decrte,  although  it  is  dated  iheSSd^of 
March,  was  not  issued  aniil  the  14ib  of  May, 
1810,  aod  to  refsr  yon.  fur  the  eriJenee  of  this 
fact,  to  the  letter  from  Oeneral  Armstrong  to  Mr. 
■^Smith,  of  the  34th  of  May,  in  whibh  tbe  Oeneral 
autes,  that  "on  the  lith  ioa tent  was  pnbli*hed 
'  here  (at  Paris)  a  decree  of  the  Erapeior,  dated 
<  at  RarobouUlei  on  the  S3d  of  March,  aod  ihat 
'  several  of  our  ships  aad  cargoes,  with  regard  to 
'  which  compromise)  hare  been  made  under  the 
'  sanction  of  the  Council  of  Prizes,  hare  been 
'aejzed  again  to  satisfy  ihe  prorisieos  of  thenew 
*  deUree." 

From  the  dale  of  oar  law,  the  l4t  of  Marsh, 
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1800,  aotil  the  Ume  of  p«t>l)riitag  the  drarce,  the 
14th  or  Miy,  1810,  we  hare  nesrly  firinn  montbi, 
tnd  f  ei  the  Emperor,  uolit  litely, ''  very  liiely," 
knew  nothinfc  o(  ib«  law.  What,  (ir  !  «■■  ha, 
dnriog  kII  this  liitie.  to  loiatif  toaiteDtire  to  the 
■Siiirt  of  ihim  coontrj,  a*  not  by  himielf,  pr  his 
■genu,  to  peruse  oar  public  jaurnali,  coataioiog 
Uts  Uw  1  Had  he  never,  do  yoa  believe,  beard 
of  tbe  arranffement  of  Mr.  Brakioe  uoder  ibis 
Tery  actf  Did  bis  Hiaitier,  in  this eouairy, and 
hi*  host  of  ComqIs  aod  Asents,  omit,  during  all 
this  time,  lo  tend  him  Ibis  obooiiout  itatute  1 
Bm,  we  are  not  left  to  iofemeeoD  tbic  aut^ect; 
■  alight  reriew  of  our  public  doenmeota  will  place 
this  pieteace  iu  it*  true  light. 

OBDeral  Armstroog,  in  a  noic  to  the  Duke  of 
Cadore,  wbicb  followed  the  letter  cf  tbe  5(h  of 
Angmt,  tells  bjm  that  the  act  ef  Marcb,  and  all 
ether  acts  of  this  OaverDmeoi:  wbiali  intereited 
France,  had  been  commuaicated  by  him  officially 
and  promptly,  and  infOTtni  hW  Bxcelleaey,  that 
be  "ean  at  an;  time  aieettaio  the  carteetQtia  of 
tfaiii  statement  by  referring  to  the  atehire*  of  hii 
own  departiDeni."  la  t  letter  from  the  Qeneral 
to  tbe  French  MiDtiteT  sf  tbe  lOih  of  Match, 
IBIO,  it  is  itaiad,  ibai  the  law  "  was  fiiat  contsao- 
'  nicated  to  Hi«  MajeMT  in  June  ar  July  tau, 
Jinly  did       -   -■ 


'  saw  that  Cofl|;rMi  had  wieivii  tb«  coafiaeatioB 

'  of  all  French  i;aMela  which  iQiffbt  arrire  in  tht 
'  Uoited  SiateK"  "  As  soon  aa  Hia  Majesty  wm 
'informed  of  this  boMJte  act,  he  felt  that  tht 
'  boaor  of  Pranoe,  iaralfsd  in  thia  poiai,  eouli 
'  oot  be  oleaasMl  but  bya  declararioo  of  war." 
Now  "the  AcaeikiB  reuels,  which  ahall  arrive 
io  Ftancc,  will  not  be  aubjected  to  coabcatioa, 
because  the  act  of  Coogre**,  which  had  served  aa 
a  iBffltre  to  oar  rapriaala,  is  repealed."  Fromihia 
eipMitioD  of  the  riews  of  the  French  Goien- 
meot,  haaded  lo  ua  by  the  Minister  of  Exieriot 
Relatiops,  we  perceive  that  he  pUtcva  the  Ba*> 


<  (1801),)  and  certainly  did  oot  then  excite  __. 
'  ioapieion  of  feeling  Qnfrieadljrio  the  Amerieai 
'  Oorernnent.    Far  from  this,  •• ~ — :--■;— 


I  immediately  fcJIowed  hj 

imodatioD."  Bat,  more  direot-stillf  Oathe 
ISth  ef  March,  1800,  a  copy  of  (be  hiw  of  the  1st 
•f  March,  was  transmitted  by  Mr.  Smith  to  our 
Uiniiterat  Paris,  aad  we  have  a  copy  of  his  let- 
ter to  Count  Cbampagny,  of  theSOth  of  April 
leoe,  ID  which  he  stales  ibat  be  has  the  honor  of 

Eeienting  to  bis  Eicelleney  a  copy  of  ihe  lawof 
■rch,  and  presses  it  apon  ifae  eoittidemtioD  of 
tbe  French  QorammeDi.  In  addition  to  all  this, 
we  bare  tlw  letter  from  Count  Cbampagny,  the 
modern  Dnke  of  Cadore  himself,  to  General  Ann- 
atrong,  of  the  8Kd  of  Ausuai,  1809,  in  irhteh, 
■peaking  of  the  measures  of  this  Auatry.  we  pec- 
'eei*e  ibis  passafe:  *'The  emb>argo  has  been 
raised,  a  system  of  eEclustDti  has  been  aubstituted 
for  it."  Thus,  then,  it  appsars  eoDclnsirely,  that 
tbe  French  OoFeraiimt  bad  an  cffieial  knowl- 
edge of  tbe  act  of  March  as  eariy  as  April,  1809, 
a  full  twclTemoDtb  before  thedeareeg  aod  if  the 
testimony  of  our  Miniater  is  to  be  teeciTcd,  (and 
ia  there  any  ooe  wbo  does  not  give  it  faller«dii?) 
tbe  law  was  not  viewed  as  a  hostile  act,  or  ona 
Mquiring  reprisal. 

Allow  me  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  preseoc  yoo 
with  Bootber  view  of  this  decree.  Tbe  Duke  of 
Cadore,  ia  bis  letter  of  the  5th  of  Angest,  ISIO, 
iay«:  "Now  Coagresa  retrace  Ihaif  steps;  ibay 
tcToke  tbe  act  of  the  1st  of  March ;  the  porta  of 
America  ar«  opened  m  French  commerce,  and 
France  is  no  looger  itHcrdieted  to  tbe  Americana." 
And  in  bis  letter  of  the  7th  of  Sepiember,  he 
«ses  ibeae-enireaaiona:  "  His  Majesty  haaalways 
'wished  (o  favor  tbe  commerce  of  the  United 
'  Biates.  It  was  not  without  reluctance  ifaat  be 
■  naad  leptiatb  WwmA  Uu  Amniaan^  while  he 


of  reasooing  uaed  by  him,  it  seems  to  beadaiitied 
that  the  decree,  and  the  seizures  under  ii,coi^ 
not  be  juatiGad,  but  while  tbe  obiioxioiiB  law  wis 

But  we  here  again  meet  with  aapiber  of  tht 
miatakes  of  this  moat  juat  Goveramcat,  which  ii 
•o  jealom  of  its  honor  and  ao  frtendlT  10  our  csa^ 
nurte.  The  fact  bappena  to  ha  ihu  tb«  law  nevv 
was  repealed.  By  its  own  limitatioa  it  expired 
with  tbe  then  session  of  ColIgven,and,  of  eoarai^ 
went  out  of  exiatenee  ott  the  38tb  of  Jiwe,  1809. 
Tbos  this  pOQt  law,  wbieh  ia  now  bFanght  up  ia 
judgmeni  againai  p^  bad  quietly  (tesciMed  W>  the 
lotnh  o(  the  Cy«lela  nlmoai  a  year  bcfbie  the 
Emperor  aad  Kiag.ihougbi  it  conaiaieM  with  his 
interebi,  or  fi>r  the  boner  of  hia  empire,  to  eon- 
menee  hia  mansuraa  of  retaliation.  The  limiu- 
lion  elBHse  eodid  not  have  eaoaped  UMatiealian 
of  Hia  Majeaiy  when  ha  read  ih&  law ;  and,  I 
trust,  we  yet  have  pride  enottgh  to  believe  that  he 
knows  there  iaan  Aioericaa  Coogieae,  wid  notices 
the  periods  of  ovrraeetiag  and  departnn^  if  be 
it  eareleat  about  uur  proeeedinga.  Whoa,  tbi» 
fore,  Napoleon  isaoad  tbe  pluBdering  dacieet^ 
Rambenillet,  he  knew  that  the  law,  qa  which  he 
idaeed  bis  jmiRiaation,  had  long  since  expired. 
But  be  knew  a  ftmher  fact,  that  tbe  law  never 
did  aSeet  Ffeooh  vesMlt.  The  British  navf  kept 
thera  ai  home,  and  we  eKcluded  English  veaaelt 
only.  Such  was  the  practical  and  the  only  pmn> 
tieal  operation  af  onr  law. 

I  am  aware  that  the  apologiala  of  the  Smpeioc 
will  point  U  the  act  of  the  1st  of  June,  1809  as 
reviving  or  oMtioaing  certain  sections  of  the  law 
of  March.  Lat  me  not  ha  misunderateed,  Mr. 
Chairman.  I  do  n«t  mean  to  iasinitate  that  the 
Emperor  has  apologists  in  this  House,  ia  this  ark 
of  independence  and  liberty  of  a  great  ptofhi 
but,  in  whatever  plaea  this  ci^geaiion  shall  be 
o^ed,  it  may  he  anawered  that  the  French  Gov- 

.  ^^yg  Q^  Botieed  tbe  last  law.  in  their 

in  any  of  iiieir  official  papers  Audit 
may  be  farther  remarked,  that  the  law  of  June, 
like  that  of  March,  was  limited  taibe  cad  of  the 
next  sesston  of  Coagresa,  and,  of  course,  ceased 
iu  operation  aa  the  let  of  May,  1810.  Aa  the 
decree  isaued  on  the  14thef  MBy,and  thcaeiaore* 
nader  it  were  after  that  time,  it  would  Seem,  to  n 
man  of  common  uadarsUoding,  who  believes  ibe 
traosaetioaa  between  nationa  are.  or  oaghl  to  be, 
regulated  hy  tbi  rulnt  of  honeal,  pUio  dealing, 
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thst  the  Emperor,  when  be  bad  knowledge  of  the 
fact,  would  have  JooMned  bii  b.9td  on  our  praper- 
tj.  Aod  ret  we  fiod  ibat,  wbeo  we  approacb 
bim  CM  ibisiubjtct.  hebu^*  oa  to  teorn. 

The  o^eci  whicD  I  bed  in  view,  in  this  eiBin- 
ination  of  ihe  Rtmbooillet  decree,  was,  to  mark 
its  lra«  clianicler,  to  ibow  that  this  decree  em- 
phaticalljr  outraged  our  neuiul  rigbta,  aod  that. 
■  r  it  wasiubmilicd  lo  by  this  country,  our  code 
of  national  rij^hi*  will  be  found  bereafiM  in  ibe 
•am«  books  with  iboie.of  ibe  Kinj^jiia  which 
belong  to  tbe  Coofederaiioa  of  (he  Rbtne.  Oor 
merchsBti art  indaced  to  adfeaiure  to  FrBnceby 
a  pTOspMt  of  large  profl(>,  and  by  promiies  of 
great  •eenriir  if  tbeir  Tesiele  bave  uot  been  "de- 
natiooalixed."  They  take  ibare  roanya  valuable 
cargo,  antil  the  amount  of  property  Dpcotnaa  an 
objeicl  of  imperial  atteotioD,  and  then  it  is  seized 
opoD  by  an  irresistible  and  UDrelentiag  hand, 
without  auiica,  and  upon  pritezls  void  of  any 
foundation.  Can  a  decree,  ororder,  or  edict,'  be 
pointed  oaiip  the  long  history  of  our  wrongaand 
oar  auffeiings,  tWiieh  is  more  strooglv  marked 
with  injustice,  or  which  mora  strongly  **  violales 
our  aeatrel  conmereel" 

I  will  not  detain  the  Cemnitiee  by  eDKring  in- 
to a  partieoUr  cxamhialion  of  the  French  decrees, 
which,  in  ib<  comnieneeraenl  of  the  latt  year,  au- 
tfaorixeil  the  saiiure  of  suvb  a  number  of  Amer- 
i««a  vasMts  at  8t  Sebaaiians,  at  Naples,  and  in 
the  North  uf  Europe.  It  would  lead  hk  too  far  in- 
to th«  views  and  eooduet  of  iha  French  Qovcro' 
menl  tomrds  ihii  eoDntry^  for  tbe  purposes  of  this 
disevssioo.  Bor^sir,  ia  this  volume  of  documents, 
1  aee,  with  emotions  wbich  I  aoi  sura  are  in  nni- 
■on  with  those  «r  ifae  Amcfieaa  oaople,  the  famous 
note,  signed  "  Cbampagny,  DuLt  de  Cadore,"  of 
tbe  4tb  of  Pehrnary  Ust^  writiaa  to  juiiify  iboae 
aeiznres,  and,  as  be  says,  "  that  (he  President  may 
tbe  belter  kaow  the  friendly  inteolions  of  Pranae 
towardithe  United  Slates,  ai>d  her  favorable  dis- 
posiiioaa  lo  American  commerce ;"  in  which  we 
are  told  that  we  are  "  wiiboul  just  political  views, 
WHbont  honor,  and  without  energy."  And  are 
wc  BO  sank  in  the  estimation  of  tbe  mighty  Coq- 
qaaror  that  he  thinks  it  neoessary  and  proper  to 
use  this  as  bis  official  language  towards  us? 
Surely,  sir,  ha  mistakes  the  character  and  the 
•pirii  of  this  people  if  b«  believes  they  are  to  be 
faraen  down,  or  brought  into  bis  views,  by  in- 
ButiB  or  threats.  As  our  Governmenl  had,  a  feff 
months  before,  discharged  and  disgraoed  a  Brit- 
ish Minister  for  a  supposed  insult  by  an  iosinua- 
lion,  it  was  to  bav|;  bMo  ekpected  thai,  on  this  oc- 
casion, equal  spirit  would  be  sbown.  But  to  such 
as  farmed  coriespondiag  eipectatioDs,  what  will 
be  their  feelings  when  they  Had  that  the  only  Es- 
•eoiive  notice  of  ihe  note  is  found  in  the  letter 
of  Mr.  Smith  to  Qeueral  Arresiroag,  of  the  5(b 
of  Jane  las^  in  which  the  Secretary  says,  that, 
'as  the  John  Adams  is  daily  expected,  and  as 
'  your  ftinher  cosmuDioilona  by  acr  will  hetier 
'  enable  ve  to  adapt  to  the  aeiual  state  of  oar 
'affairs  with  the  Franah  Odvernmenl,  the  obaer- 
rationa  proper  to  ba  madein  relation  to  the  saii- 
Bteof  oar  propenjiand  to  the  leitet  of  the  Duke 


□f  Cadore,  of  tha  lith  of  February ;  it  is,  by 
the  PresidcQi,  deemed  eipedienl  not  to  make,  at 
this  titne,  any  lucb  animadversioDs." 
Let  us  now  see,  Mr.  Chairman,  whether  Ibcsc 
decrees  have  been  "lo  revoked  or  madiCed  as  that 
ihey  ceased  to  vioUle  the  neutral  commerce  of 
(he  United  States." 

These  decrees  have  two  diKiiaci  opera tioos,  (ha 
seizure  of  our  properly,  and  the  subaeqiieat  sale  of  ' 
tf)at  properly  i'snd,  without  atlempiing  lo  prove 
a  proposition  nhich  appears  seifievident,  I  shall 
take  it  Jbr  granted  that,  if  it  nasaa  in  fringe  me  at 
'  oor  rights  to  seize  tbe  property,  it  is  equally  ao 
ifriogemeDl  of  our  rights  lo  proceed  10  ihecon- 
focalioD  and  sale  of  such  properly.  Nay,  sir,  if 
iltow  to  ihe  French  Gorernmeat  the  plea  of 
ialioQ,  ihe  infringemeai  of  our  rights  will 
edmmeiice  with  tbe  cocGscalioD  and  sale  of  our 
vessels  after  tbe  cause  of  reialiaiiun  has  been  ra-< 
mpved  by  Qs,and  known  so  to  be  by  tbe  Emperor. 
A  revocation  or  modiScation  of  ibese  decrees,  so 
thai  they  should  cease  to  violate  bur  fair  com- 
merce, therefore,  would  look  as  well  to  an  indem- 
nity for  the  pastasa  eecurity  for  ihe  future;  it 
lecessariiy  includes  a  resloraiioo  of  ibe  properly  , 
ilready  taken,  as  well  as  an  eogagem'eat  against 
future  captures.  This  appears  lo  bave  been,  at 
one  time,  the  opinion  of  our  AdmioisiratioQ)  for 
you  will  find,  by  recUrring  to  (he  letter  from  See- 
reiary  Smith  lo  Geoeral  Armstrong,  of  tbe  5lb 
of  June,  1810,  wbich  enclosed  a  copy  of  the  law 
of  May,  the  deiermiaatioa  of  our  Executive  is 
(bus  made  known:  ''If,  however,  the  arrange- 
'  meat  coniBRi  plated  by  tbe  law  should  beaccept- 
'  able  to  the  French  Government,  you  will  under- 
'  stand  it  to  be  the  pqrpose  of  the  FreBideni  not  to  . 
'  proceed  in  (fiving  it  effect,  in  case  ibe  late  seii- 
'  ure  of  ihe  property  of  the  citizens  of  tbe  United 
'  Stales  has  beep  followed  by  aa  absolute  conGs- 
'  cation,  and  resloration  be  finally  refOied."  And 
in  the  leiier  from  Mr.  Smith  to  General  Arna- 
siroag,  of  Ihe  5ih  of  July,  this  determiostion  is 
expressed  with  added  itceagth  :  ''As  has  been 
'  heretofore  slated  lo  you,  a  natiifaciory  provision 
'  for  restoring  the  properly  lately  surprised  and 
'  seized  by  the  order,  or  at  tbe  insunce  of  the 
'  French  Government,  must  be  combined  with  a 
'  repeal  of  the  French  etiicts,  with  a  view  to  a 
'  DOD-ioierconrse  with  Great  Briiaia  ;  such  a  pro- 
'  vision  being  an  indispensable  evidence  of  ihe 
'  just  purpose  of  France  towards  the  United 
'  Stales." 

Wiitoui  asking  for  the  evidance  which  Ihe 
Presidenl  had  aa  lo  ibe  repeal  or  modification  of 
these  decrees,!  aowput  it  lo  the  Committee  whe- 
ther every  member  of  it  isnot  perfectly  convinced 
thai  if  any  modification,  or  suspension,  or  repeal, 
has  lakcD  place,  it  ^oes  no  farther  than  to  restrain 
future  seizo res,  leaving  the  property  already  seized 
to  lake  the  coupe  of;  confiscation  and  sale  1  Do 
we  not  know,  ibai,  in  the  moaihs  of  October  and 
November,  our  vessels  and  merchsodise  bave  been 
brougbt  under  the  hammer  in  nursoance  of  those 
decrees ;  and  have  we  not  lately  seen,  In  our  pub- 
lic jonroftta,  a  list  of  some  eighteen  or  twenty 
ships  adveitised  by  tha  French  Qovemment  lor 
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MlestBafonne,  on  iheSihof  December 7  Ni^, 
«ir,  iheExecuiire  wti<  inrorrnccl,  before  he  twaed 
hii  procUmation,  by  the  letter  from  (he  Duke  ef 
Cadore  lo  Qegeral  Armstrong,  of  the  13lh  of  Sep- 
tember, ISIO,  ihfti,  "■■  to  the  rofrcbandrK  eon- 
'  fi»cattd,  it  hariog  been  eonSsealed  «s  a  fflcMDre 
'  of  rrprisal,  ihe  priacipln  of  reprisal  muBt  be  ihe 
'law  ID  ihat  affair."  Words  cannot  be  found 
which  would  more  saiisTactorilf  "evince  ao  in- 
fleiible  deteriDiaation"  to  retain  the  property. 
A*  the  principles  of  reprisal  are  to  be  the  law,  i( 
follows  that  a  res  in  rat  ion  of  the  property  depends 
on  the  discteiion  of  |he  Enlperor,  and  is  not  to 
be  claimed  by  us  bs  a  miller  of  right,  but  of  faror. 
And  what  have  we  lo  propose,  according  to  the 

frinciples  of  reprisal,  lo  obtain  the  restoration  1 
I  it,  that  we  have  auffered  the  noD-inierGonm 
law  to  eipirel  Why,  sir,  this  had  taken  place 
long  before  the  letter  of  the  Duke  of  Cadore.  Is 
it  a  resioraiion  of  French  property  seized  under 
(fie  law  of  noi>-tnlercoorse?  This  cannot  take 
place;  becinse,  in  truth,  there  was  no  such  wiz- 

We  will  now  examine  whether  there  hasbeeo 
•uch  a  revocation  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  de- 
crees as  warranted  the  proclamation.  And  here, 
tei  me  remark  thai,  wben  Ihe  Preaident  acieil 
under  this  law,  he  was  not  exercising  the  treaty- 
making  power.  Hb  was  the  mere  agent  of  the 
Legislatnre.  and  as  such  aEenl,  be  was  conBoed 
and  limited  by  bis  letter  of  attorney,  Ihe  law. 
He  had  not,  therefore,  as  has  been  asserted,  a  dis- 
cretion, DOT  had  he  anything  lo  dn  with  consid' 
crations  of  comity  or  courtesy.  He  was  to  as- 
certain when  tfaere  was  an  actual  and  practical 
revocation,  and  then  make  known  the  fact;  tht 
consequences  were  left  with  the  Legislature.  Iti' 
deed,  sit,  this  poiver  lo  give  publicity  to  a  fad 
infjelu  have  been  committed  to  one  of  the  Secre- 
taries, or  lo  a  clerk  in  the  offices,  end  if  it  had, 
we  should  have  smiled  at  the  suggeition  that  its 
exercise  depended  on  considerations  of  courtesy. 

Mr.  Chairman,  when  the  proclamai'ioo  first  ap- 
peared,  iny  impression  was,  and  lUcb,  too,  I  un 
dersiDod  lo  be  the  general  impression,  that  thi 
Fresideot  had  some  document  unknown  to  thi 
American  people.  ,  The  letter  of  the  Duke  of 
Cadore.  of  the  5th  of  August,  was  already  before 
the  public,  bnt  It  was  not  credited  that  on  this 
letter  the  proclamaiion  had  been  issued.  Since 
Wb  have  received  the  Message  thesulijecl  is  at 
rest.  It  is  DOW  known  and  acknowledged  that 
'  Ihe  PresidEDi  bad  noi,'and  to  this  moment  has 
not,  any  other  evidence  of  a  revocation..  Now, 
air,  in  this  letter,  I  see  neiihcr  the  form  nor  the 
cubstance  of  a  revocation. 

As  to  form— it  in  not  accarate  (o  say  thai,  in  a 
denpoiic  Government,  like  that  of  Prance,  ihey 
have  no  form;.  The  essential  principle  in  a  des- 
potism is,  that  there  should  be  a  power  abgoluie 
and  beyond  control,  and  whose  wilt  is  law.  But 
Ibis  will,  to  be  taw,  must  be  known  ;  and  ihe 
manner  in  which  this  will  is  promulgated.  Is  al- 
ways, and  of  Qeceni[y,a  matter  of  form.  Pfofr, 
without  referring  lo  (he  orgaDizition  of  the 
Freacik  Government,  we  need  tmly  ailTert  to 


known  edicts  lo  ascemin  the  form  in  whieb  ike 
decree*  of  the  Emperor  appear,,  and,  of  coaiw, 
the  t«peal  of  his  decrees.  Tbey  always  ran  it 
the  name  of  the  Bmperor.and  are  Binned  by  bta. 
Thni^  (he  Berlin  decree,  "  Napoleon.  Emperor  of 
the  French  and  King  of  Italy ;"  sigBvd,  'ii*pa- 
leon."  The  Milan  decree,  ~  Napoleoa,  EnperM 
of  thcFreneh.Klngof  Iialy,and  ProteeMrirfibe 
RheDi!<h  Confederslion;"  siitaed,  "Napoleon." 
The  Rambouillet  decree,  "Napoleon,  &£.,&«,, 
Ac,"  nigoed, 'Napoleon."  The  Dmjr  decree  of 
ihe  13ih  of  September  last,  "  Rapoleoo,  Bmpenr 
of  the  French,  King  of  Italy,  Proteeior  of  the 
Confederation  of  the  Rhine,  and  Mediator  of  ibe 
Swies  Confederation;"  signed,  "Nnpoleoa."  i 
hare  prodnced  iheae  instances,  because  ibrfaf- 

rar  in  the  documents  on  our  taMes,  and  I  ihiak 
may  assume  il  as  a  fact,  thai  the  French  ^ 
crees  all  issue  ia  this  form.  If  »  contrmry  piae- 
tioe  baa  prevailed  in  a  aingta  c»ac,  I  may  uk 

What  islheunderaundingof  the  FreaeheoorB 
and  oHieers,  on  ihis  subject,  t  have  already  pr»- 
sented  you  with  that  pin  of  the  letterof  tie  Dnke 
of  Cadore,  of  the  5(b  of  AiTgnst,  ia  which  be 
says,  that  since  Congress  have  rrtiaced  Ibeir 
steps,  by  revoking  the  set  of  the  Stat  of  March, 
"France  ia  no  longer  interdicted  toibeAnevi- 
cans."  Now,  air,  it  this  letter  i*  in  the  fBrmofs 
decree,  it  revokes  or  modifies  the  RaabMitlat 
decree  equally  with  (hose  of  Berlin  and  Milaa, 
inasmueh,  as  long  |i  the  former  coatiDved  ia 
force,  France  was  inierdfeted  to  the  Anencaaa. 
And  yet  we  find,  in  a  letter  of  (be  Dokeof  Cadore, 
of  the  7th  day  of  September,  our  Mioiiier  inqaii- 
ing  "  Has  Ihe  decree  of  His  HajeMv  erf  the  ^ 
day  of  March  last  been  recalled  7"  Aad  Oeneral 
Armstrong,  in  bis  letter  to  Mr,  Smith  of  the  lOih 
of  September,  remarks,  that  thia  iaoniir  "laay 
'  appear  to  have  been  useless,  after  the  declaraltoa, 
'  thai  American  ships  which  will  hereafter  arrive 
'  in  theporlsa^Pra^ceah■llaotbe5at^eetUleoa- 
<  Aneaiion;  butundersiandingfromiheCoaaulof 
'  Prizes,  that  until  some  aet  be  taken  whieb  bad 
'  tbeeffect  ofreealling,  by  name,  (be  decree  of  the 
<  S3d  of  March,  they  must  consider  it  both  ai  a- 
'  isUngand  operative,  and  of  course  binding  npaa 
'  them,"  he  bad  presented  the  Mbjeet  again. 

Here,  then,  we  hare  the  opinion  of  the  Preaek 
court,  most  known  and  moal  important  lo  IB, 
Ihe  Court  of  Prizea,ihttiheletteraf  theDukcer 
Cadure  is  not  in  the  form  of  a  decree  and  bas  aot 
the  iorce  and  eieet  of  a  decree.  In  addiiiaa  to 
this,  we  have  ihv  act  of  seiaure  of  ibe  brig  New 
Orleans  Packet,  by  the  director  of  tkecasums  at 
Bordetni,  in  December  last,  under  (be  Berlio  aod 
Milan  decrees.  As  ihe  letter  <rf  tbe  Doke  of  Ca- 
dore had  been  published  in  France  prior  to  thi* 
'  no  one  wilt  believe  thit  if  it  was  in  form 
'4ict  of  the  Empire,  the  se'iaore  would 
have  been  made. 

But  iftfae  contents  of  thia  letter  bad  been  em- 
bodied ia  a  forntal  act,  would  it  have  amoaa led 
to  such  a  revDcaiion  or  modifieaiioa  of  the  Ber- 
lin and  Milan  decrees,  ai  that  they  ceased  to  vio- 
late out  Deutral  ■ " 
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I  remark  first,  that  ihs  rprocation,  ff  it  be  one. 
was  a  future  and  not  b  preieni  reToeBiion.  "  The 
decrees  of  Berlin  qad  Milan  are  reroked,  afld,  after 
tbe  first  of  Nareniber.iber  will  ceaaefo  have  ef- 
fect." Now.  sir, although  there  is  bd  affected  ohr 
scuriiy  in  this  aeaience,  tbe  intent  ii  moit  obii' 
oos.  As  Ions  as  a  law  coniinaes  in  operation,  sc 
long  it  most  be  anrepealed,  anil  '•r  these  decrees 
were  lo  have  effect  uolil  ihe  1st  of  November,  it 
folloitrs,  thai  on  no  coDatrDCtion  esn  )hef  be  con' 
sidered  as  lefoked  antil  that  period.  Indeed,  dk 
this  point  the  Duke  of  Cad  ore  is  quite  explicit  in 
his  letter  to  Oenerel  Armilrong  of  iibe  7th  of 
Septemberj  in  which  he  tellt  hiio,  that  Aaterlcan 
Teasels  arnviiig  in  Prance  befuie  the  fir«l  of  Nb- 
vecnber,  alttioiijfb  oot  liable  to  confitealion, "  writ 
be  subjected  lo  all  tfte  effccta  of  the  Berlin  iod 
Milan  decrees." 

But,  ai^iDitbereTocatloD,  if  any,  WM  not  onljr 
fntare,  but  it  wat  also  coodiliDnal;  "itbeinf  no- 
'  dersioi>d,  that  in  coDaequenre  of  ihia  deelereiioD. 
'  ihe  Eoglish  shall  reroke  their  Orders  in  Conncil 
'anil  renounce  the  Uew  principles  of  blockade, 
'  «rhict>  they  hare  wished  locsiablish.or  Ibai  the 
'  United  Slates.  conforniBbly  to  the  act  foa  have 
'just  commuiiieated,  shall  caaee  their  rights  lo 
'  be  respected  bf  ibe  Bngllsh."    A  condition— a 

?|ualificatioo — a  restrtctioo.  Is  it  Dot  obTiouf, 
ram  the  very  terms  of  the  letter,  that  it  eontaios 
a  caDdiiion,  that  the  repeal  is  a  qualified  one'l 
The  words  "It  beinj  undersjood,"  are  not  only 
expressire&f  this,  but  they  are  sin^uiarly  appro- 
priate. If  however,  we  were  inclined  to  doubt^ 
we  mast  be  satisfied  by  the  teller,  of  ibe  Dake  of 
Cadore  to Qrneral  Annsirong.  of  Beptember  ?ih, 
in  which  it  is  said,  that  tjie  Emperor  "repeals 
>  bis  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan,  under  the  con* 
'  ditioni  pointed  out  in  my  letter  to  yoa  of  the 
'Sih  of  Augnst." 

Our  Minister*,  Oeneral  Armstrong  and  Mr. 
Piokney,  appeir  in  h^'e  puzzled  themselve* 
much  aboDt  ibia  oondition,  to  discover  wIki  her  it 
was  a  coodilion  precedent,  or  a  condition  aubse- 
qnenl.  To  tne,  sir,  tbe  idea  of  a  condiiion  sttb- 
sequent  to  k  repeal,  is  rather  novel ;  bnl  it  may 
BCTcrlhetesa  be  Just.  '  In  comnaon  uadersiaodin^ , 
it  is  believed,  iW  when  a  law  is  repealed  it  is 
•ilinel,and  if  it  be  so,  then  itsapiwndafe, tbe  con- 
dition, woald  seen)  lobe  at  an  end  of  course.  But 
in  the  view  which  I  atuabool  to  take  of  this  sob- 
jfct,  it  is  not  neecasary  to  settle  this  noint,  as  It 
mast  be  eonceded,  that  whether  we  call  tbe  con* 
ditioD  a  coaditioQ  precedent,  or  a  condition  suhse- 
qncDt,  the  )«me  cnnseqaeDCe  will  follow:  if  Ibe 
emditioBianotcomplicd  wiih,tbedeeree«maslbe 
in  force  still.  Now,  sir,  )l  appears  to  tne,  that  the 
enaditlonf,  attached  to4hiH  pretended  or  proposed 
Ttpnl,ireor  a  natafa  which  have  boI,  anil  will 
not  be  eonplitd  wiih. 

First,  sir,  as  to  the  conditions  on  the  part  of 
England:  Tbe  Roglitb  shall  revoke  their  Urders 
in  Cooneil,  and  renosace  the  new  principles  of 
blockade  which  they  have  wished  to  establish." 
Wiih  respect  to  the  Orders  in  Council,  I  have 
nothing  lo  say  either  as  ta  their  jtuttoe  or  their 
polity-    Heaven   knows  (bay  hare  been  to  us, 


from  the  moment  of  their  inception,  sore  evils; 
ihe  causes  of  treat  vexation,  embarrassment,  and 
losses;  and  I  hope  the  period  is  not  far  distant 
when  we  shall  be  no  longer  disturbed  by  iben. 
But,  sir,  I  wish  to  call  your  particular  attention 
la  the  other  braneir  of  the  condition,  that  rt4»iing 
Us  blockade*.  We  have  beea  so  long  in  tbe  prac' 
tiee,  end  jutily  in.lhe  practice,  of  complaining  of 
{taper  blockades,  that  at  the  first  blush  we  are  itt- 
ducetl  to  believe  the  condition  relates  to  them, 
and  to  ihem  alone.  Are  these  ihe  blockades 
which  are  intended?  Let  the  Emperor  and 
Kingaoswer  for  himself.  In  theolficinl  note  from 
Covnt  Champagny  to  General  Armstroag,af  the 
S3d  of  August,  1909,  we  have  this  declaration: 
"  A  niace  is  not  truly  blockaded  until  ii  it  invested 
'  by  land  and  by  sea;  it  is  blockaded  to  prevent  it 
'  from  receiviog  Ihe  succors  which  raighi  retard 
'  its  surrender.  It  is  only  Ihen  ibat  the  right 
'  of  preventing  neutral  vessris  from  entering  it 
'eiists."  But  we  have  ii  under  the  hand  and 
seal  <^  the  Emperor  himself,  what  he  means  by 
the  "  newprinciples  of  blockade."  In  tbe  Berlia 
decree  there  is  an  enome'raiionofreat  or  pretended 
Interpolation!', on  the  part  of  Gkeat  Britain,  in  the 
law  of  nations;  among  Which  we  discover  these; 
"  that  England  doesnot  adntit  tbe  right  of  naiiona 
'  asuDiverrally  acknowledged  by  all  civilized  peo- 
'  pie ',"  "  that  she  extends  to  pons  not  fortlded,  to 
'  harbor* and  moDiha  of  rivers,  the  right  of  block- 
'  ade,  which,  according  to  reason  and  tbe  usage  of 
'  civilized  nations,  is  snplicable  only  lo  strong  or 
'  fortified  ports."  And  it  is  declared  Ibat  "the 
'  decree  shall  be  considered  as  the  fundameo- 
>ta1  law  of  the  Empire,  until  England  has  ac- 
'  knowledgtd  that  the  rights  of  war  are  the  sams 
'  on  land  as  ai  sea" — "and  until  tbe  right  of  block- 
'  ade  be  restraiued  to  fortified  places  actually  in- 
'  vested  by  cbrnpeteni  fore**." 

Tberecan  be  nomisilndersianding  on  Ihia  snb- 
Jeet.  The  Emperor  cdTera  to  give  up  his  Berlin 
and  Milan  decrees,  if  the  British  will  renounee 
ibeir  new  system  of  Ubckadtj ;  and  in  these  rer^ 
deerecs  he  explains  what  he  means  by  thU  new 
system;  that,  besides  paper  bloclnde*,  it  is  the 
attempt  fc  blockade  the  mouths  of  riven  and  har- 
bors and  ports  oot  fortiBed.  Now;  sir,  I  will  ad- 
mit, if  #e  eonld  prevail  on  Qreat  Britain  and 
France  iha*  to  limit  the  right  of  blockade,  it 
would  add  macb  to  our  security  at  home ;  for  as 
we  have  no  foriided  places,  although  we  may 
have  places  with  -  fortiflcaiinns,  ft  would  follow 
that  ive  should  never  be  subject  w  a  Hoekade. 
But  is  it  trtie  that  according  te  the' usage*  of 
nations  this  is  a  novel  system,  or  one  now,  fnr 
the  first  time,  pm  in  use  by  ihe  British  t  Or  la 
it  believed,  that  a  nation  like  England,  whose 
effective  force  tor  offence  and  defence  is  a  mari- 
time force,  can  or  oughMo  subacribe  to  a  «y*tMi 
of  blockade  which  eonSne*  its  exercise  and  ri^t 
to  "fortified  place*  actually  iBveatedl"  What 
would  be  the  effect  of  such  a  ■y*tem  in  the  prea- 
enl  war)  Prance  has  anrely  not  lo  apprehend 
an  invasion  from  Ebgland;  and  if  any  of  the 
commercial  places  on  her  extensive  coasta  are 
fortified,  tha  fortifieatjon*  may  ba.diaaiaaiM  ar 
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dMUoyed  with  grMi  safalf.  At  mwq  as  tbu  it 
doDC  Uiey  become  ''  barbori  BDd  porta  Doi  forii- 
ficd,"  and  hare  so  longer  to  appreb^nd  anjr  id' 
convmieoee  Iroin  tb«  nresiure  of  a  naTal  force. 
It  it  Dot  obvioui  Lhat  Engltnd  will  doi  comply 
wkb  ber  part  of  ibe  condiiioD,  aod  that  the  Em- 
peror never  expected  ibat  sbe  wobld  1 

As  10  tbe  conditioni  ott  the  part  of  thitoouD- 
Uy.w''Tbe  United  Siaiet,  coDformibl]'  to  tbe 
•fit  you  h>T*  ju't  Bonimi)Dicated,shall  cause  iheCr 
rJgbiB  10  be  respeclMl."  What  rigblM,  Mr.  Chair- 
■anl  Tbe  rigbt  of  not  bei'na  vexed  or  endaii- 
fcred  by  paper  Uocbadetf  Ye«,ttr,afld  mote; 
lb*  rtcht  of  not  beiDfioterrupted  in  a  commer' 
$isl  intercoHrM  wiib  oitiea  itiuated  on  rirerx,  ai 
Aotwerp  for  iastaoce;  or  to  carry  on  a  free  trade 
wilb  »U  iba  Cantiwoial  poru  aod  harbor*  D«t 
fortifird,  alibougb  tb«  whole  British  pavy  may 
be  cioiiinK  >'  ''■^  moulb  of  the  ri  ver,  or  [a  sigbt 
of  ibe  pott,  fiat  we  have  a  futlber  deoliratioo 
ofnevtNl  rigbts  which  the  Freeeh  Emper«r 
aayi  ha  will  allow  whan  France  baa  a  inaFiae 
IKOpotiioDed  to  tbe  extent  of  bar  coaitt  and  her 
population,  and  whiob,  so  lon^  u  the  Briiiifa 
•hall  coatiBiM  to  be  matten  of  th'e  set,  he  iasi^u 
we  abtU  claim  aad  czerciie.  Thut,  in  tbe  iMie 
;from  Count  Champagoy  to  Qeaeral  Armtiroog, 
of  the  22d  of  Auguci,  ISOQ,  "  Fr^aee  admits  tbe 
'  principle  that  the  fla^  ooreri  Ibe  merebandiie. 
'  A  merctiant  vettiel,  aailing  with  ell  the 


*  ^P«"  f'Ota  its  QoTernment,  it  •  floating  polooy. 
'  To  do  violence  to  tucb  a  vessel  by-oiaite,  bv 
'marcha,  and  by  otbor  acts  of  an  aroiirary 


'  thority,  ia  to  violate  tbe  territory  of  a  coluiiy, 
'  Thi*  is  to  iofringe  on  the  iodeprndenoe  of  its 
'  Oovenmeat."  Id  other  words,  tbe  Q»g  it  to  prO' 
tMt  the  pioptrty,  and  search  is  not  to  beipermit- 
ud.  1  pray  you,  sir,  to  bear  in  mind,  ibat  tinee 
the  formation  of  Ibis  Oovevameot,  and  under 
«Mry  A(li»)Bttit»tt«D,  the  right  of  blockading, 
br  aa  actual  prnem  and  efficient  force,  pprtt  aad 
.  'plaoea  not  foriifled ;  the  right  of  trcfch,  aad  the 
wiaciple,  that  wemy  property  is  not  ptoteeied 
ij  th«  eharactei  of  ibe  ntae^  has  been  utog- 
■Med  or  coBceded. 

'  Bat  how  are  w*  Id  aaot^  these  rigbtrfto  be  r 
«)iMte4 1  By  pituing  in  forec  the  non-import, 
f MO  law  1  8upp«se  the  British  sfaould  oat  be- 
lieve themtelvcsexcetHvalyiigiired  by  this  m«a- 
Mim  ibai,  to  fast,  it  oparatad^  to  their  ad  vantage, 
«m)  we  areNifftred  la  bring  ^  premature  dee*f 


KNM  trll  us  that  we  had  not  ceased  our  rights  _ 
be  respected.  It  is  idle  to  believe  that  he  will 
dean  tfc«  aon>im  portal  ion  b  compliaDce  wich  bie 
-oooditioB ;  sot,  to  me,  does  his  btngusge  convey 
this  idea.  We  nretooppoie,  or  declare  oarselves 
iifaiott  tbe  Biiitab,  and  in  tbe  spiiit  of  oar  law 
and  of  bis  daelaraiien,  we  are  to  cause  our  rights 
to  be  respected,  not  by  telf-deslrAying  meaaures, 
hut  by  actual  force  and  open  hostility,  if  the 
English  nalioB  wilt  not,  wtthont  it,  subscribe  to 
(be  terras  which  have  been  presented  (o  it.  &e- 
onllcet  the  bisMiy  of  o<|r  embargo  and  former 
tto»4)im«MUm«^  the  piopMiiiOBs  nada  oadtt 


(hem  by  onr  Government  to  the  Prencli  GaJta- 
meat,  and  how  these  pr ODOsItioiis  were  ntwti, 
and  you  will  be  taiisGed  of  tbe  nature  ud  u- 

it  of  tbe  present  condition. 

Aod  DOW,  let  me  ask,  wbeiher  we  ate  mtied 
for  these  conditioDs?  Whether  we  bdietf  u 
all  tbe  rights  which  the  French  Empenitcot- 
descends  to  cisim  for  us  from  the  B^iti9t^tlllHugk 
be  will. not  admit  them  himselfl  AadiWlitiitt 
we  are  i^'epared  to  go  to  war  fur  theml  lam 
tbe  coodilioDs,  both  on  the  part  of  this  toonUT 
andQreat  Briisiu,  appear  iaadmissitile.  iiu 
events,  I  think  that  tbe  PresLdent,  before  beiciti 
on  a. proposition  so  loose  and  gencni,v^id- 
laits  of  so  much  doubt,  aod  can,  by  fair  cwiiiitt- 
tiOB,  he  carried  lotuch  extravagant  leogtk9,M{l>t 
to  have  asked  and  received  *IplanatiDaIiup^  ^ 
tieuiars. 

itilsny  heaaid  that  ihelettBiaftbeDilt   , 
(/  Cadore,  if  not  itself  a  decree,  ii  eiidtnce  \l»    \ 
there  is  a  Kscinding  decree.    To  mv  siad,  Ut. 
Chairmaa,  it  has  internal  cqaiks  to  tsi uiunrii    | 


be  forttfied  or  explained  by  other  tiiit't*- 
have  already  read  to  you  parti  of  the  Iwtn  [>^ 
Secretary  Smith  to  General  ArDiitrai(,oIiu 
Sih  of  June  and  the  5tb  of  July,  wbic^  inhic 
the  determination  of  the  President  not  lo^ 
the  ooD-it|t«rcoarae  law  into  effect  ijiii"  ^ 
land,  unless  France  sot  only  revoked  tttdMXOi 
hot  reiiored  out  sequestered  propettv.  "'p 
to  presame  that  our  Miuister  nsde  kitwi  ">■ 
deteruinaiioo  to  the  Frencb  Court,  «  w  ni 
hisdHtvsoiada.  Now,  wiihihiiJeeltniiiHiwon 
him,  is' it  to  be  credited  that  tbe  Baperor 'onl' 
revoke  hit  decrees,  when  be  wtagireDiouiila- 
■land  that  the  revocation  would  ^^^''^'"^1 
oaoQr  part,  inasmuch  as  be-did  sW  rwM" 
properly?  Ia  it  not  obvious,  ftoa  i^w  "".".■" 
stance  alooe,  that  the  letter  it  a  mw  f'V"^'^ 
ia  answM  to  the  one  made  by  onrCknenin'^j 
azpresaive  of  tbe  views,  and  sisiisa  lis  WW 
wbkh  the  Empcrot  would  revoke!  ,  _  ^j, 
Again,  sir,  we  have  the  letttr  sf  Mr-  »^ 
to  Secretary  Saith.  of  lb<  Uth  '>^^^^l 
1810,  iaforming  our  Qoverament  ihsi  »« »"l 
Nftw  OriMas  Packet  bad  been  ^iwdsi  Bji'd"" 
afaw.daye  before, under  ih«  B"l'<"^,'^'„ 
decreet,  by  thedireotorofihe *""" 


ueoiera,  vj  lueuirnjiur  uiukw.— --      ^^, 

have  had  camraHoicated  to  ai,  bf  ik(  Fi^T: 
tbe  acta  from  Mr.  RusteU  to  the  Dtb<^^"^ 
of  the  l(kb  of  DaeembM,  stating  i*»  •«''!:" 
have  been  made  under  tbe  ^rmiwi'^ 
an  additioaal  (act,  that  the  e»»*""'L:^ 
was  the'  first  which  bad  occnrted  •«« '"?,■: 
of  November,  to  which  thedetr««i««*"  "T 
pUed.  As  this  seizure  wa,  «-J«  ^'^^  t 
«re«a,  it  shows  the  impteMWP  W/™!^*  j  ,1, 
thai  they  still  are  riitting  sn<li»  lorKi  rv 
evidence  ia  the  stronger,  as  eoam  "™,  „-« 
tom-heuse  of  ose  of  tie  principal  "•''"jl,*. 
where  surely  the  revoeatioo  nnitt  w«  "",,^ 
eiaUy  known,  if  it  hsd  ttkea  pte*  ij?_ui»- 
it  is  wA  iliat  Mr,  BuaaeU  mult  i«w »«»  "^^ 
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formed  as  to  the  cause  of  the  wizare,  or  that  ihe 
caslom-house  officer  mistoak  his  duty.  But  sn 
to  boih  of  these  saggestions,  I  will  only  remind 
yon  of  the  silence  of  the  Freoeh  QovemrueDt. 
The  remonstrance  of  Mr.  Rossell  was  Irtoded  to 
the  French  Minister  on  the  10th  of  December, 
and  ihe  vessel  which  boie  the  despatches,  brought 
Paris  accounts  to  the  27ih  of  December,  and  ^id 
not  leare  PrDOce  until  the  Ist  of  JaDoary.  If 
Mr.  Russell  hadiDy  ezpla'nBtion  or  answer  from 
the  French  OoTeromcni,  ii  would  hare  been 
com  tau  Dies  ted  to  ns;  but  he  had  tLone.  The 
■ilence  of  the  Preocb  Mioisfer  is  eqnal  to  ■■ 
express  sffirmanee  of  the  ant  of  Ihe  eoKiom- 
house  officer,  tfnd  is  m  (^dmisrioo  that  the  decreet 
hare  not  been  reroked. 

But,  without  mnltiplying  proofs,!  will  eontew 
myself  with  rehrring  the  Committee  lo  a  French 
State  paper,  the  report  of  Chsmpapny,  Dtike  of 
Cadore,  Mioitier  of  Foreign  Rdaiioaa^  to  Hi* 
Majesty  the  Bniperor  and  K^in^,  dated  at  Paris, 
the  3d  of  December  1810,  as  it  appear*  in  the 
Aurora  of  the  IK  of  this  month.  In  ikis  report 
we  hare  the  following  remarkable  pasnges : — 
"Theor<)ers  itsued  by  the  Briiinh  CoDneil  hftd 
'  orerturned  the  law*  of  the  commerce  of  ibe 
'  world.  EngUod,  whosfl  exiiience  i»  wbolly  at- 
'  tached  to  comflserce,  thai  cait  dieorder  amoa^ 
'  the  commerce  of  nations :  she  bfis  lorn  from  ii 
'  every  priritege.  The  fccrees  of  Berlin  and 
'Milan  repelled  theae  monstrotis  nOTvlliea." — 
"Sfre,  as  long  as  Rngland  shall  persist  in  her 
'  Orders  fn  CoDoeil,  yourMajesty  Wilt  penitt  in 
'  roar  decrees.  Your  Majesty  will  oppofe  lo  the 
<  blockade  of  the  coasts  the  Coniinetttal  Mock' 
■  ade,  and  to  the  pillage  on  the  seas,  the  cDBfltca* 
'  tioD  of  English'  merchandise  upon  the  Cooli- 
*Deo1.  It  ii  tny  duty  to  say  to  yoar  Majesty, 
'  your  Majesty  cannot,  henceforih^  hope  to  recall 
*  your  enemies  to  mere  moderate  ideas  otherwise 
'  than  by  yoor  nerseveraoee  in  this  system."— 
These  missam  iMre  nothing forin^erence;  diey 
vre  fall  and  explicit.  The  Berlin  and  Milan 
decrees  are  iwt  only  tmrevoked.  but  ihey  will 
remain  lo  trntil  the  Bni^h  Orders  in  Counoil 
are  withdrawn. 

Will  geutleoMn  yet  my,  after  this  dinniog 
pioof,  that  there  is  not  eridence  of  the  eiisleaae 
of  tbe  decrees ;  that  on  tiK  Brat  da^  of  Norem^r 
they  eeased  to  rblate,  in  practice  and  m  princi- 
ple, onr  netitrat  commerce !  If  they  are  nM  n«w 
saiiaSed,  I  beg  lo  know  what  will  latiafy  them  t 
Are  we  to  wait  until  His  Majesty,  in  person  or 
by  proxy,  gives  our  Adninietration  a  formal 
notice  that  they  hare  mistaken  his  inieniioa? 
liit  aeeording  to  the  modern  aseges  ol  nations, 
or  iheensiom  of  our  great  and  good  friend,  to  giro 
SDch  notice  1  No,  sir,  the  notice  yon  will  receive 
will  betheeapture,  and.ifnot  ihecoademndiioD, 
the  keeping  of  yoar  property ;  and  that  notice  you 
already  hare.  It  will  be  strong  eomplaiats 
against  the  Br^ttsh  Orders  in  Counef),  and  bitter 
taoDts  against  neutrals  for  sabmitling  to  thtm  ; 
tboae  you  also  have.  It  CfiKDOt,  And  it  ought  not 
to  be  concealed,  lbs  decrees  are  not  withdrawn. 
Whether  doubts  exkM  wh«i  tbe  pMotMBVliM 


issued,  they  must  now  be  removed  ;  and  we  ought 
to  adopt  measures  to  rid  tbe  people  speedily  from 
the  oppressive  weight  of  this  incautious  act  of  the 

Mr.  Chairntan,  there  remains  still  one  view  to 
be  taken  of  this  subject.  It  is  said  ibat  we  have 
made  a  contract  witn'Fraaee,  which  in  good- faith 
we  are  bound  to  fulfil :  that  in  eonciile ratio n  of  k 
repeat  of  theFretich  decrees,  wehaveeovenaMed  - 
and  agreed  with  the  Bmperor  (o  resume  tbe  noiH 
imporiatien  eystem  with  Chieat  Britain,  and  ars 
not  at  liberty  to  vary  (hisassomption,OB  cur'par^ 
in  any  partietilir.  It  is  boI  my  pbrpote  to  exatnin* 
this  oarioDs  propositioii ;  bH  are  it*  adrocatee 
aware  of  ila  extent  Y  The  tawof  Mav  is  withoit 
IjmitBiioti,  an4  if  it  has  fastened  ilmf  on  Great 
Briuio,  ibere  is  no  provision  far  taking  i(  oi^ 
■wtn  if  that  nation  should  lajr  herself  at  onr  f«M 
o  gain  oar  favor.  In  the  spiri(  of  this  new  law 
if  contracts,  the  noo-ieteMoarse  become*  perpet- 
ual, unless  the  FiBperor  -shatl  ht  graeionsly 
pleased  to  release  us  from  «ur  engagement.  Bai^ 
admitting  that  our  hands  in  any  ease  might  ba 
tied,  the;  ean  only  be  so  when  good  faith  is  pra-' 
served  towards  us;  the  oOntraet  surdy  mast  be 
binding  on  both  parties,  or  oH  aeiihor.  NoWtSii", 
from  the  papers  withwhteh  Ihe  Executive  haa 
furnished  us,  it  appears,  that  Ihe  promise  of  the 

mperOT  was  broken  at  the  very  moMeol  when 

Bde. 

We  deem  onrselve*  injured  by  the  Orders  in 
Coubt^;  and  why?  beeattse  fbey  restrict  our 
commerce  irilbthe  CoDtineDt.  Bat  for  that,lhlt 
oountry,  considered  as  e  nealral  country,  is  not 
interested  in  them.  To  rid  oorsalves  of  ihese 
orderSj'we  have  recouiae  to  a  variety  of  expedient^ 
and  finally,  settle  down  in  a  non-impwtation  with 
Eugiand.  But  if  it  should  happen  that  by  tba 
regulations  of  tbe  contiaental  Powers  IfaeoHelvaB 
wearedeprtvedof  such  trade,  what  interest  have 
we  then  to  oppose  onrselvas  to  tlteae  ordetal 
Soppotea  case:  we  make  a  oMlraet  with  the 
Emperor  which  has  for  its  object  the  temeval  ef 
tbe  order*  and  a  free  commerce  with'  France ;  bM 
after  the  contract  is  made,  it^e  Bmperof  himself 
interdict*  the  trade;  is  the  eontraot  still  bindinvl 
And  yet  this  is  preeiseljr  our  sitnatioo.  'If  tne 
English,  by  their  orders  and  blockades,  farneriy 
kept  us  fron  the  Contiant,  Ibe  French  havewMr 
taken  ihetr  place. 

Look  at  the  state  of  joiir  eommeree  with  the 
Coiuinenl  under  Ihe  receui  Prenth  reTOlaiifma. 
Oeneret  Ttineau,  is  bis  letter  to  Mr.  Smith,  nf 
the  27ih  of  November,  181D,  says,  that  certificates 
of  origin  can  only  be  given  to  American  ve*>els 
loaded  with  the  produce  of  the  United  Statvi, 


says,  that  the  importation  into  France  of  entton 
and  tobiceo.  are  speeiatly  prohibited  ;  but  in  hi* 
letter  of  December  2S(h,  1810,  he  ohservoi,  that 
by  his  despatches  of  ilie  Isi  of  Joly,  9fld  and  30th 
of  AagtiM,  cotton  may  be  imported  into  France  ' 
in  American  veesets,  and  under  certain  reguta- 
tioBS.  And  whataretbeseremtation*?  Youwill 
Gxd  them,  sir,  in  the  FroMlt  decrees  of  the  Mi 
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ofJulf,  1810,  ■DDeied  to  luf  cofKipondHee : 
"  Tbirif  or  foity  AmerioiB  TCRielt  may  impart  \ 
ioio  Friaea  (under  Imcbiw)  coitoo,  fisb,  oil.  dje-- 
wood,  s*li-fiiti, cod-liah,  hides, and  peltrv."  -'  They 
cao  ODif  depart  Uam  CiMrlntDn  aad  New  Yoik." 
Thus,  then,  accordlDK  ^  eipIaDitioiM  of  the 
French  Mioiiiet  in  iMi  couniry,  we  are  by  ibe 
Emparor  excluded  from  alt  the  pom  of  Lha  Cod- 
tiDent  except  France  i  for  we  well  know  that 
wiiboui  a  eerii&oaie  of  origia,  our  propenj'  would 
be  litUe  [0  ^izure.  We  oaa  carrjr,  even  to  Fraoee, 
tmt  feit  viielei,  and  ihoae  of  our  owDfrowth, 
and  ate  ihu«  deprived  of  a  trade  io  oolooial  pro- 
iiUie,aliboiigb  ii  may  comafrocDcouatriei  friend- 
ly .to  the  Empire,  and  haTB  been  fairly  sianiped 
wiihaa  American  character.  And  ol  the  litile 
irhieh  we  are  allowed  lo  talia,  the  gieaier  pare 
BUM  go  from  pri?ile(ed  placesand  utider  French 
lieenieB. 

Bat  ihii  ii  not  all>  At  ifee  very  time  witen  lha 
Duke  of  Cadate  waa  wriiia^  bii  imbolh  but  in- 
■idious  tetter  of  the  5th  orAuguit.a  decree  of 
dniieawaii  prepared  and  tHaed,wbtcliiaviiiuaIly 
a  prohibition  \a  carry  eren  by  licenHi.  On  this 
very  fifth  day  of  Augual,  a  list  of  duties  waa  aent 
(oibeFreacheiuiO[u-boH«ea,by  wbicbloogitaple 
cotton  ia  pat  at  eighty  cesta  the  pouud,  other  cot- 
tOD  (ixiy  cents,  and  tobacco  forty  cents.  Ou  the 
ISth  of  September,  1810,  we  bare  anoiher  duty 
decree,  by  wbicb  American  p^taih  is  ebarsea 
with  aboDt  one  hundred  aod  iweoty-fire  dol&rs 
ibe  Ion,  codfish  two  doilan  tne  bundred  pounds, 
■ad  American  rice  four  dellara  tliebuodred.  Is  it 
pOHible  for  ua,  under  these  regulations,  to  carry 
on  a  commerce  with  the  Continent  7  Surely  noi. 
1  am  aware,  ibatafew  priTilegeilsltip«,furaiibed 
with  imperial  licenses,  bare  made  iul«rable  voy- 
ages, and  some  araaU  number  "under  license" 
and  by  tpeeial  permission  of  His  Majesty  the 
Emperor  and  Kio^.  may  yet  suecead  ;  but  this  Is 
a  trade  not  belonging  tu  us  bi|t  to  Prance,  and  let 
France  look  to  it.  And  yet,  after  aeeiiig  all  ibia. 
we  are  this  day  seriously  debating  oa  the  extent  of 
•ar  obligaiian'to  the  Emperor.  We  have  buckled 
OB  the  DOB-impoTlatioa,  and  iiMitt  on.c»rryiQg 
<the  load,  alihougb'we  are  touniag  ai  every  step 
-with  (is  oppreasive  weight,  and  air  thia  because  the 
Emperor  has  suffered  lis  UiBJater  to  %frite  us  a 
>Me  fall  of  proftauons  which  ncan  nothing,  and 
promise*  which  are  not  (o  be  performed.. 

Why,  then,  sir,  suflcr  lha  prcaeai  stale  of  LbiDgs 
to  nisi  1  Why  permit  it  Io  be  believed  fof  a  mo- 
■uni  thai,  for  such  eatues  as  I  have  reeittd,  a 
■on-ioiercourse  is  in  fnroe  against  Oreai  Britain  1 
Are  gentlemen  so  wedded  to  tha  restrictive,  sys- 
um,  Botwithslanding  our  deajt  bgiightexiMritacc,' 
Uiat  they  areansioQs  again  to  travel  toe  round 
of  measures  which  proved  »o  djsastrooi  (o  this 
country  1  Are  we  to  bate  again  in  lucceasion  a 
noo-importatioo,  an  Embargo^  a  forcing  embargo, 
nod  a  non-intercourae  1  I  tbmk  this  was  tbe  or- 
der ia  which  we  proceeded.  And  why  all  ihial 
la  itbeeaiue  by  it  WjC  shall  injure  Great  Btiiaia 
or  benefit  ouraelvesl  If  the  furmev  is  a  legiti* 
nsaie  object,  aa  aome  aeem  to  believe,  to  be  un- 
oMBUgly  puiaucd,  uo  lOattM  U  what  (XpenM  of 


property  oi  character,  are  wa  qsite  auie  that  tlua 
IS  tbe  means  of  doing  it  7 

If  our  merahanis  are  not  allowed  to  import  as 
well  aa  export,  iliey  will  be  driven  to  abandon 
tbe  ocean;  for  no  carso  which  tbey  caa  nuke 
up  will  bear  the  double  freight  of  the  oniwarrf 
and  homeward  voyage,  which  it  must  do  if  the 
vessel  is  to  return  empty.  Tbia,  accordiag  to  ih« 
law,  is  to  be  the  case  as  it  respects  BoslsBd.  As 
it  r^ard*  the  porta  of  tbe  Continent  under  Fieacb 
rule,  tbe  joint  operation  of  tbe  Britisti  Orders  ia 
Coancil,  aQd  the  naw  French  aaii-cammercial 
regulaiioas,  will  ptii  an  end  to  bur  trade  there,  at 
least  a  direct  trade.  Do  we  not  then  in  adaaiiag 
ibis  nysiem  give  up  the  carrying  trade  of  die 
World  to  Qreai  Driiain?  Even  your  own  pn- 
dueta  will  find  tbair  way  to  market  in  Bnti^ 
tMtioma;  for  though  you  may  preveol  Bngliik 
vea«els  from  eoierinf  your  po^la,  you  cutoot  pri»- 
hibit  their  aoproaehiog  your  coasu  or  taking  ia 
cargoes  at  placet  which  do  not  belong  to  yoo. 


tive  system  in  all  its  bearing  towmrd*  Great  Bri- 
tain, let  me  say  that  X  fully  concur  with  my  hon- 
orable oatleagne.oa  the  other  aide  of  tbe  House, 
(Mr.  MiTOHiLi.,)  in  Ibe  remarks  he  made  a  few 
days  since  on  the  inefficiency  of  (his  syitem  to 
coerce  foreign  Powers,  and  tbe  neeeasily  of  ■ 
speedy  attaaaoameni  of  it.  In  one  reipeot,  how- 
ever, I  differ  from  bim.  I  niean  in  the  opinion 
hescens  to  entertain  of  the  embargo,  »nd  as  ihia 
isapartand  parcel  ol  tbe  restrictive  system,  one 
to  which  our  present  law  seeios  to  point,  and  on 
wbicb  we  may  be  soon  called  upon  to  act,  I  sbalt 
ask  the  indulgence  of  tbe  Committee  while  I  sn^ 
niit  a  few  reiDiatks. 

My  eolleagae,  Mr.  Chairman,  profrsses  to  be- 
lieve that  if  the  embargo  had  not  been  broken, 
and  had  bsait  persisted  in  a  few  months  Longer, 
it  would  have  accomplitbed  ilsolyect ;  we  ihauld 
have  bad  the  British  Uoa  crouching  at  out  fee^ 
willing  to  acfteda  (o  any  terms  to  prolong  his  ex- 
istence, which  it  seems  Would  have  depended  <m 
otir  will  and  pleasnre.  "fbia  ia,  indeed  to  draw 
a  flattering  picture  of  our  )Miw«r  and  oTour  con- 
aequuBce.  What  Bonaparte,  with  hi*  millions  of 
aoldieraaad  bi«  scores  of  princca  and  kings,  has 
not  been  able  to  effect  after  years  of  war,  we  can 
do  by  a  little  bit  of  paper  marked  with  siranf« 
characters  by  the  Clerk  of  this  House.  This  u, 
indeed,  a  great  discovery,  nod  its  invcoior  de- 
serves—jt  place  in  our  Patent  Office.  If,  bow- 
ever,  Ue  charm  will  bo  broken  when  the  embargo 
is  «vaded,  I  am  afraid  it  will  dctnct  from  the 
merit  of  Ihe  discovery ;  for  as  certainly  as  yon 

ri  your  retirictivB  laws,  as  ceruialy  will  they 
evaded,  and  that  too  by  fricods  «ad  by  foe*. 
They  will  press  hard  on  some,  who,  from  oecca- 
sily,  and  will  bold  out  temptauoas  to  alheti,  wbo, 
from  cupidity,  will  break  ihrnugb  tbem. 

Bdi,  sir,  it  appear*  to  me  that  however  incon- 
venieot  or  injurious  the  embar^  might  have  been 
toQfeMBriiaia,aiidinconvciueatattdiajiuttKiBit 
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ceriaiDlywaf,  it  could  Do^aiitdidool.ooerea  tliai 
natiou.  To  bive  thii  efTeci,  a  coraniercial  inier- 
coune  wjtb  these  Uaited  SuieK  must  not  ooly  be 
neceaacry  to  Ihe  nell-b«iog,  but  to  ibe  Tery  ezi^- 
•nce  orEaglaud,  Doei  aojr  man  really  Dell«ve, 
that  ir  ibiscounirysbcuIJ  beabsoluiely  ileEtrayed 
bjr  aome  coDVuUioa  of  oaiure,  or  becogie  a  prov- 
iDce  of  iLe  Gieai  Empire,  tbai  Briuio  would 
therefora,  aod  for  thai  caaE«  alone,  go  dowo  1 
Do  we  Dot  know,  that  Engiaod  eziiied  wJtb  al- 
-  moat  iu  preacDt  puputaiioo  before  ihii  CQUntry 
WAS  discoTeced  3  add  is  it  Dot  cecUfin  that  evea 
in  <Nir  own  timet  she  lived  ihrougb  a  war  with 
ua,  allbou^h  we  then  had  do  commercial  iater- 
coune  Willi  herl  Cmjoa  believe,  ibai  I  be  em- 
bargo was  more  oppressive  to  Great  Britain, 
wboae  e«nimeioe  and  Teaourceii  ft  aflected  but 
pAriially,  than  loiu,  wboie  cammerae  itdesiroyed 
loially  f  Ib  truth,  the  period  when,  the  embargo 
preannj  moat  bardiy  oa  England,  was  when'  it 
ODiDoaenoed  iu  operation.  She  waasuddealy  cut 
afrfrom  ibe>up|uies  which  ibis  couatry  bad  af- 
forded her,  and  our  market  for  her  manuracturea 
was  closed  against  her.  She  had  to  ueb  new 
Teuts^for  her  ^oods,  and  to  seaich  in  other  places 
for  raw  materials.  The  longer  yog  kept  on  your 
embargo,  the  lets  she  must  liave  beeo  affected 
by  it. 

Wiib  all  her  privationi,  is  it  aot  certain  that 
SoglaDd  derived  some  positive  advantages  from 
our  embargo?  Asia  poll  tics  and  legislation,  one 
fact  is  at  any  \ita»  worth  two  iheorieii,  I  will 
meDtion  one  oi  two  ciiciimsiaoces.  We  have 
beard  much  in  this  country  of  tbe  scarcity  of 

Cia  England,  and  know  that  the  House  of 
mona  raised  a  bullion  committee  to  inquire 
iaiD  ibe  osusea  of  this  scarcity.  This  committee 
made  a  report,  which  has  since  bten  published, 
containing  among  other  things,  a  aiateDaent  of 
iJia  leKtimoBy  delireired  before  tbem;  and  Iwisb 
to  call  your  attention  to  the  deptMition  of  Mi. 
Hughan,  a  West  India  mercbaoi.  Ha  says,  that 
the  excbauge  between  Jaoaica  aad  England,  for 


at  ninety  days  sight,  it  wat  at  twenty  per  cent., 
and  was  iben  (J8I0)  at  tea  per  ceoL  above  par; 
and  dcfkrei,  that  the  principal  causa  for  ibis 
high  eicbange.  is  the  great  export  of  mmufac- 
lures  thrODgb  that  channel  for  ine  S)ianisb  settle- 
ments in  Cuba  and  the  Main.  He  states  that 
■  considerable  part  of  the  supply  of  manufaclured 

Soods  now  furniibed  to  the  Spanish  colonies  from 
amaica,  used  foimeily  to  be  faroiabed  from  the 
Uaited  Statea;  and  that  one  rcry  powerful  and' 
(be  most  powerful  capse  af  thia  change  was,  the 
operaiioD  of  the  American  embargo.  Mr.Irnng, 
the  Inspector  general  of  the  cuntoma,  also  gave 
tastimony,  and  produced  a  statement  of  imports 
and  exports.  In  these  tables,  I  turn  to  the  ex- 
ports to  Jamaica  for  two  years,  1601  and  1S09, 
and  discover  that  tbe  oSeial  value  of  tboae  in  the 
former  year' is  £4,096.193  sterling,  and  in  ibe  lat- 
ter XS,755,1B3;  making  a  difference  in  favor  of 


lelat 


of  £4658,997  sterling.    As  Mr.  Irving 


Nys  that  the  official  valaaiitm  was-fixed  in 
llth  Con.  3d  Sess.— : 


since  when  there  has  been  noalieraiioD-and  that 
the  difference  between  the  official  and  the  actual 
value  of  Briiish  maaufoctures  in  iaU9,  appears  to 
have  been  from  forty-five  to  dfly  percent.,  we 
mu«i  add  to  ihe  excess  £2,339,4(18,  making  it  £6. 
968,495  scerliogi  or  upwards  of  ihiity-one  mii- 
"  Ds  of  dollars. 

^ow,  sir,  you  willGnd,byrecnrriagto  thecom- 
rcial  report  of  the  Sucreiary  of  the  Treasury,  of 
2Bih  February,  1606,  that,  taking  the  average  of 
the  years  1S02,  IS03,  and  ISUl,  (and  I  go  back  ID 
those  years,  because  it  was  before  the  commence- 
menl  of  our  restrictive  system.)  our  annual  iio* 
ports  from  ibe  dominions  of  Great  Britain,  ia 
Europe,  amounted  to  twenty-seven  millions  loiv 
hundred  thoueand  doilars.  And  will  geollemaa 
yet  say,  that  the  embargo .  would  have  ruined 
England,  if  it  had  been  cootiaued  7  If  she  could 
exist  with  an  American  exportation  of  iweifty- 
seven  millions,  she  surely  may  with  tbirly-one 
millions.     Are  we  still  confident  that  our  embar- 

S>  has  been  productive  of  do  advantage  to  Great 
ritaio?  By  our  cammetciBlreBtiiciion»,wehavB 
cramped  the  enterprise  oi  our  merchants,  and 
drawn  ihemfrom  a  held  which  must  producea  rich 
barve^tto those whocullivate it.  Ibaveonaformer 
occasion,  observed  that  Spanish  America  would 
soon  afford  a  rreeandopencommeree,  which  would 
of  itself  satisfy  all  our  wantM,  and  be  equal  to  a)! 
our  wiahes.  The  value  of  this  commerce  is  felt 
by  the  Euglisb,  and  tbey  now  have  it.  We,  op 
the  contrary,  by  our  schemes  of  non-intercourse, 
and  double  dutiei<,  and  navigation  laws,  not  only 
leave  them  in  the  possession,  but  prevent  our 
merchants,  from  entering  the  lists  with  them. 
Nay,  as  if  apprehensive  that  at  at  gome  fuiiiK 
time  these  prospects  might  be  too  tempting  for 
our. people,  wp  have  lately  taken  pains  to  raiae 
the  prejudtees  of  the  Spaniards  against  us^  by  de- 
claring ourselves  the  owners  of  one  of  their  pioV' 
ioces,  and  marching  an  armed  focce  to  lake  poi- 
sesHiou  Cif  it. 

One  farther  fact .  What  baa  been  the  efiect  or 
Ihe  embargo  and  the  other  restrictive  laws  on  the 
Britiah  Provinces  to  the  north  of  oal  Let  tlu 
merchants  of  the  trading  towns  of  the  Hudson 
answer  you.  Before  the  emba^[o,  the  Canadaa 
were  in  a  sickly  state ;  they  are  now  healthy  apd 
flourishing.  Formerly, their  chief  liade  was  wilb 
the  Indians,  and  fur  furs;  now,  they  are  rivals  in 
your  own  business,  with  your  most  commercial 
States.  While  our  capital  and  enterprise  have  beea 
decreasing,  theirs  have  been  increasing ;  and  in 
proportion  as  our  trade  has  been  hampered  and 
diminishing,  the  commerce  of  the  British  Fi«- 
vinces  has  bean  fostered  and  extending  iiaelf. 
Their  population  and  wealth  and  importance  hare 
been  wonderfully  advanced  by  our  restrictive 
laws.  There  is  no  deception  in  thifi,Mr.  Chair- 
man. Maoy  of  the  leading  towns  in  the  inleiior 
of  the  State  which  I  have  Ibe  honor,  in  part,  to 
repteseni,  will  be  my  witnesses.  Ask  their  mer- 
chants why  they  are  idle  and  about  to  remove, 
and  they  will  answer  you  that  you  have  driven 
their  customers  and  their  business  to  Canada, aod 
that  they  must  follow  ihem.    1  forbear  to  pte^ 
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Ihh  Rubjeet  rtriher,  aad  I  hive  merelr  iilrerleil 
lo  these  ftcis  lo  show,  thai  if  Great  Britain  will 
be  inJDTCil  bj  our  resiriciite  law?,  she  majr  bIsd 
be  benefited. 

Wliai  will  be  the  efiect  of  (his  noD-imporiafian 
or  non- intercourae  lystein  on  our»e!re»7  We 
must  hare  money  Id  carry  on  the  QoTernment; 
a^.  sir,  and  much  money  too;  for  appropriation 
billi  have  already  made  their  wmy  through  Ibis 
House,  by  which  we  have  granted  Rbnut  siimil- 
liona  for  the  expenses  of  OoTernraent  during 
the  current  year.  And  how  do  youexpect  togel 
Ibii  sum  ifimportsare  prohibited?  1  kaow  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  reeomm ended  a 
large  increase  of  duties,  but*  table  of  doiies  with- 
eut  imporii  is  mere  paper,  it  will  bring  nothing. 
Indeed,  without  yonr  non-intercourse, a  tempontrr  ' 
idditional  duly  BO  large  as  that  recnminended,  if 
it  does  not  totally  suspend  importatians,  will  not ' 
produce  much  for  your  Treatary.  It  is  holding 
out  a  temptation  for  smuggling. 

Your  mercbanta— howare  they  to  be  affected 
by  this  system'?  Do  we  not  know  that  those 
trading  to  Europe  have,  during  the  last  season, 
exported  large  quantities  of  the  prodni;ts  of  this 
country,  and  are  we  yet  to  learn,  that,  owing  to 
the  embarrassmenls  of  commerce,  much  of  that 
property  remains  unsold,  and  of  that  which  ha; 
seen  disposed  of,  a  part,  and  not  an  inconsidera- 
ble part,  is  yet  unpaid  forj  And  yet  we  are  by 
our  own  regnlatioDs  to  prevent  their  making  In 
▼esimenis,  or  receiving  remittances.  If  we  di 
to,  we  shall  not  only  prosltaie  many  an  indirid 
pal,  hot  we  may  shake  the  mercantile  world  ti 
its  centre.  Having  his  nroperljr  locked  up  in 
Europe,  the  merchant  will  not  be  * bie  to  meet 


8  engagements;  the  prupeny  will  he  lo"t  to 
mm,  and  bankruptcy  and  rum  must  foil —  v-__ 
West  India  traders— The  course  oftht 


jIIow.   Your 


f  informed,  is  to  send  out  cargoes  in  Iht 

Fall,  which  are  disponed  of  to  planters,  who  pay 
in  the  produce  of  the  islands  when  the  crops 
come  in.  As  this  takes  place  in  March,  and  we 
close  our  pnrts  on  the  2d  day  of  February,  ft  fol- 
lows, that  these  merchants  will  aUo  be  sacriBced. 
These  will  be  the  particular  effects  of  enforcing 
the  non-importation  at  this  time.  The  general 
effect  will  be,  as  I  heretofore  observed,  to  drive 
our  merchants  from  (he  ocean;  your  external 
commerce  will  wither  at  the  touch  ofthis  bane- 
ful law,  and  your  merchants  will  sink  under  the 
reiterated  strokes  which  we,  their  protector*, 
have  aimed  and  are  aiming  at  them. 

But  is  this  system  to  injure  the  mercbant  alone  t 
What  is  to  become  of  (bat  useful  class  of  citizens 
connected  with  shipping :  the  sailor,  the  shrp-car- 
penter,  the  sail-maker,  the  blacksmith,  the  rope- 
maker,  and  the  long  list  of  mechanics  and  labor- 
en  who  find  support  and  employ  from  your 
merchants?  Must  they  not  be  reduced  to  want, 
and  become  objects  of  charity,  or  do  as  many 
have  already  done,  leave  the  country  ?  The  ag- 
riculturists— Where  will  the  grower  of  herop 
find  s  mnrket  for  his  Etock,  if  you  have  no  ship- 
ping? What  is  lobe  done'withthe  cotton,  the 
tob««co,  aad  the  grain  which  remain  or  hand,  if  1 


your  mefcbanta  ean  no  longer  «rport?  Mm 
they  not  be  wholly  lost  to  the  planter  and  ibc 
farmer,  or  sacrificed  by  them  to  the  speeuLior) 
Are  there  not  other  evils  whtch  muM  resoh 
from  ibis  system?  In  the  foriner  noD-imporla- 
tion  law,  oarewas  taken  to  make  such  eccepijoiis 
as  allowed  the  people  to  receive  ariicles  consid- 
ered of  necessity;  but  this  law  is  geaent,  aod 
applies  to  all  articles  the  grovrtfa,  produce,  or 
manuraclare  of  Orenl  Britain  and  her  eolDmes. 
The  Southern  planter  reqaires  coarse  cloibs  for 
bis  blacks,  and  the  northera  farmer  plaster  for 
his  fields,  and  both  the  one  and  the  other  uM 
have  salt;  and  yet,  sir,  ander  ibia  law  we  are  to 
have  neither  cloth,  nor  plaster,  nor  aali.  Thae 
are  some  of  the  evila  which  raiiet  groarontofa 
non-importation  tyslem,  such  a*  that  which  hai 
been  ailempled  to  be  pat  in  operation  hyibe  pn- 
clamation  of  November:  that  ibey  are  of  (be 
most  seriona  kind,  every  person  who  faeara  ne 
will  admit,  and  that. they  are  ^eaier  (ban  tke 
country  will  patiently  beaf,  I  verily  believe. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  feel  that  I  have  already  irrs- 
pasaed  upon  your  palieoee  and  that  attbe  Com- 
mittee. I  trust,  however,  the  nature  and  impor- 
tance ofthe  Bubjeet  under  discussion  will  he  an 
apology  for  the  range  I  hate  taken.  I  ariU  now 
only  observe,  that  t  have  attempted  tocstahtith 
the  following  positions:  That  no  aueh  arrange- 
ment has  been  made  4rith  the  French  Gorcro- 
ment  as  eeraes  within  the  intent  of  the  law  of 
May,  and  that  the  assurances  made  to  our  Oor- 
ernment  were  deceptive.  That  the  proclamaiioti 
of  Pfovemberwas  issued  without  anihorily,  and 
that  the  non  intercourse  ia  not  Jo  force.  Aad 
that  the  evils  which  musiresoltfrom  an  attempt 
to  enforce  this  law  by  the  custom-home  officers, 
under  the  inatruetionu  which  BceompaDy  the  pro- 
clamation, are  of  a  nature  so  aerious  and  opprea*- 
ive  as  to  require  the  immediate  inlerfereoce  of 
Congress. 

Thus  viewing  the  subjeet,  I  deem  it  ny  daty 
to  propoae  an  amendment  to  the  law  now  before 
you,  which,  if  adopted  will  do  away  the  effect 
of  the  proclamation,  fay  permitting  vessels  to 
enter,  and  merchandise  to  be  imported  a«  freely 
a  if  [he  proclamation  had  not  heea  iastied- 

Mr.  Emott  concluded  by  moving  the  amend- 

ient,  which  will  befonnd  in'' 

f  hi)  remarks. 


'  TBvaaDAT,  Febrsary  7. 
tion  of  Mr.  Nbwtoh,  the  Comaiiitce  on 
Commerce  and  Mannfaeture*  were  iastroeied  to 
Intjuire  whether  any,  aod,  if  any,  what,  alter«tiona 
are  necessary  to  be  made  io  the  aal,  mtitled  ''Aq 
.ct  supplementary  to  the  net  coneeraing  Caoault 
nd  Vice-Conaats,  and  for  the  further  proteciioa 
of  American  seamen  ;"  and  that  they  be  author- 
ized to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Rhea,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads,  presaoted  a  bill  lo  a'meod  aa  act, 
entitled  "An  act  regulating  the  Post  Office  Esi»b- 
lishment;"  which  wasread  twice,  aod  cnmaiitted 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  ob  Monday  nezi. 
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Paymmt  o^  daimt—Dittrict  of.  ColuaAia  Bankt, 


Mr.  Jennimqs,  from  the  comniitiec  appaioted 
OD  the  iwirnty-eighth  uliimo,  on  ihe  pttitioc  of 
sundry  iohabilBoUof  ibe  ladiaoa  Territory,  nude 
a  report  [bereon  ;  wbicb  wbs  read,  lod  referred 
to  the  Coiaoiittee  of  tbe  Wbole  oo  tbe  bill  to 
authorize  the  layio^  out  a  public  road  from  the 
line  esiHMisbed  by  the  Treaty  of  CtreenrilU  to 
tbe  North  BsDd  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

The  House  proceeded  to  conaider  the  amend- 
meats  of  tbe  bill,  «atiiled  "An  act  providinc  for 
the  final  adiuiimeot  of  claim*  lo  lands,  and  for 
the  sale  of  the  public  lands  in  the  Territory  ofOr- 
leaaB  and  LouiMana;".  and  tb«  same  were  coO' 
curred  in  by  the  House. 

A  motion  wai  made  br  Mr.  Oaohaon  that  the 
House  do  come  to  ibe  foltovJng  resoluiian  : 

Reaohed,  That  >  eommilteB  be  appointed  to  inquiia 
into  the  expcdienej  of  piondinf,  by  law,  for  the  torn* 
poTRTj  goTcramcnt  of  that  {wit  nf  the  tvnitory  ceded 
by  Franca  to  thaUDited8talw,i>tbByeai  1803,  which 
lies  OR  the  eait  liJa  of  tbe  river  Miaimppi,  on  the 
nmth  of  the  riiei  Ibenilfe  and  the  Lalcaa  Maurepaa 
and  Ponlchartrain  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  on  the 
west  of  the  river  Perdido,  and  on  the  lontli  of  the 
Mlainippi  Territory ;  and  that  tbe  laid  committee 
ha<>e  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  otbenriie. 

Tbe  leaoluiioo  wb*  read,  and  referred  to  the 
eommiitee  appointed  on  that  part  of  the  PresH 
dent's  Meviafje  at  tbe  commeaceraeat  of  the  an- 
siou,  which  relaiea  to  that  part  of  Weit  Florida 
acauired  by  the  cewion  of  Looisiana. 

A  messBge  from  the  Senate  iaformed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  disagfree  to  the amenilmeois  made 
by  this  House  to  tbe  bil). entitled  "Ad  act  makinj; 
compenution  to  John  Bagene  Leitzeadorfer,  for 
serTines  rendered  (be  United  States  in  tbe  war 
with  Tripoli."  They  hare  passed  ibe  bill,  enti. 
tied  "An  aot  to  enable  tbe  pe^te  of  the  Territory 
of  Orleans  to  form  a  conatiiutton  and  Stale  sor- 
ernmeot,  and  for  tbe  admission  of  such  State 
into  tbe  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  ori- 
ginal Slateij,  and  for  other  purposes,"  with 
■mendroeots  ;  to  wbich  they  desire  ihecooci^r- 
tence  of  this  House. 

PAYMENT  OF  CLAIMS. 
Mr.  Root,  from  the  Cotnmitte«Df  Clatmi,  who 
wereinsirDcled,  bya  resolution  of  tbe  eighteenth 
ultimo,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repeal- 
ing or  suspending  the  operation  of  the  aereral 
acts  of  limitalioo,  to  far  as  they  now  operate  to 
bar  the  payment  uf  sandry  claims  a^iost  the 
United  Stales  therein  described,  made  a  report 
thereon  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Monday  neiL 
The  report  is  as  follow«; 

That  by  the  report  ef  tbe  Seoretary  of  the  Treasiir;r< 

I    of  the  Itih  of  December  lait,  made  I*  the  Senate,  it 

)    appean  tte  frre  fSist-mentionsd  elaaeea  of  daiiae  may 

,    be  admitted  witfaont  danger  of  frand,  and  that  snlli- 

ei«Dt  guaed*  againit  fiaqd  may  be  intetpnaad  in  the 

three  laat-montioaed  claaaea.    Tbe  committee  concur 

with  the  Seoetaiy  in  Ihia  opinion.    They  beg  leave 

fuither  to  obwrre,  that  tbey  can  discover  no  diflerenca 

in  the  equity  of  cUin*  on  lost  cartiBcales,  and  on 

thoee  which  have  not  been  lost,  bat  are  bairedl  they, 

theiabie,  lobmit  the  Mowing  resolution* : 


1.  Loan  office  certificate*. 

3.  Indent*  for  inlorett  on  the  public  debt. 

3.  Final  aettlerDBDl  certificate*. 

4.  Commissioners'  certificate*. 
G.  Army  certificate*. 

Rt^alaed,  That  it  i*  expedient  to  pro^de  by  law  tea 
the  payment  of  the  three  following  claise*  of  claim*,  to 
wit: 

I.  Credit*  given  in  lien  of  Army  certifictiM  can- 
celled. 

5.  Credit*  for  Ae  pay  of  the  Army,  for  which  m» 
CMtiScataa  ware  iasaed. 

8,  Invalid  HD^n*. 

Ettohtd,  That  it  i*  uqicdiant  lo  provida  for  the  »• 
newal  of  loat  or  daitrayed  oorttfieate*. 
BANKS  IPf  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COIUMBU. 

The  House  resotred  itself  into  a  Commutee  of 
tbe  Whole  on  the  sereral  biUs  for  iocorporatiiig 
the  District  bank*. 

The  bill  incorporating  the  Farmers'  Bank  of 
Alexandria  was  Brst  taken  up,  end  amended,  by 
reducing  tbe  capital  from  81,000,000  to  $500,000, 
iirikini;  out  the  section  relaiiTa  to  the  ^nalifica- 
tion  of  the  President,  limiting  the  duration  to  ten 
year*,  &c. 

The  Committee  then  took  up  the  bill  to  incor- 
porate the  Banks  of  Potomac,  of  Washington, 


and  Union  Bank  of  Ocoraetown  ;  which 
imilated    in  their  provisions, 
agreed  to  ia  Commi 


rally  , 


•  provisions,  and 


rHiu.T,  Febtoary  8. 

Mr.  Newton,  fron  the  Committea  of  Coa- 
merCB  and  Manufacture*,  presented  a  bill  to  erect 
a  ligbt-houK'on  Boan  Uland,  in  IbeSiateof  Mas- 
ncbosetls,  to  place  buoys  off  Cape  Fear  rirer,  to 
erect  a  beaeoa  at  New  Inlet,  in  the  Sute  ofNorlh 
Carolina,  and  to  place  buoys  at  the  entrance  of 
the  harbor  of  EJgartown,  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
ebnseili;  which  was  reed  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Contmittee  of  the  Wbole  today. 

Mr.  N.,  from  the  same  committee,  alio  pre- 
sented a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  supplementary  to  the  act  eoacerniog  Consul* 
and  Vice-Consuls,  and  for  the  farther  protection 
of  American  seamen  ;"  wbich  was  read  twice. 
and  ordered  to  be  engroued,  and  read  the  tbinl 
lime  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Pitkin,  from  the  eommiitee  to  wbom  waa 
committed  tbe  bill  from  the  Senate, entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  tba  discharge  of  Nathaniel  F. 
Foodick  from  hi*  imprisonment."  reported  ths 
sBuie,  without  amendmenr.  and  ine  bill  was  or- 
dered lo  b«  read  the  third  time  to-day. 

Tbe  House  pioeeeded  to  eoosider  the  message 
frnn  Ibe  Senate,  announcing  their  disagraement 
to  tbe  amandmenta  made  by  this  House  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  compensation  to 
John  Eugene  Leiizendorfer,  for  service;  rendered 
the  United  State*  in  the  war  with  Tripoli;" 
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wbeii  a  moiion  wai  made  by  Mr.  Root,  that  ibe 
HotiM  TecnJe  rrom  their  nid  ■mendmenis. 

A  motion  wai  tlio  niRde  by  Mr.  SwooPe,  ibai 
the  farther  canaideratioD  of  iheniesjB^  mror^Kaitl 
be  iDdefiDileiy  pOElpODcd  ;  and.lhequeslioQ  be\ag 
taken  ifaereon,  it  wna  determined  in  the  negstire. 
The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Root,  to  recede  from  the  amendmeols  afbre- 
utd,Bnd  tesolred  in  the  affirmative. . 

A  me*)«ge  from  the  Senaie  iDfornied  the  Hotw 
that  the  Senate  have  paued  a  bil),  entitled  "An 
set  niaking-  a  funber  distribuiion  of  inch  laws  of 
tbfl  United  SiaiM  ai  respect  the  poblia  laudx ;"  in 
which  ihey  desire  ihe  coDcarreoce  of  this  Honse. 
The  Home  then  resumed  the  eooEideraiJoo  uf 
the  uoGnisbed  businera  of  yetttrday,  on  the  re- 
port of  the  Commiiiee  of  the  Whole,  on  ihe  ser- 
cral  billi  for  iDCorporaling. the  banks  vilhintiie 
Diitrict  of  Columbia  ;  the  amendmenti  nude  io 
Committee  of  Ihe  Whole  were  eoocurTed  wiih, 
•nd  all  the  billa  were  ordered  to  a  third  readiogf. 

The  House  considered,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  reports  of  the  Comtnitlee  of  Claims 
nnfarorabte  to  the  petitions  ol  John  Calhoun  and 
William  Qamble.  The  reports  in  both  cases  were 
reversed,  and  the  petitions  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  with  ioslrneiioas  lo  report 
by  bill. 

ASTUUR  ST.  CLAIR  AND  JOHN  CRAIQ. 
The  HoQse  than  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  seleai  committee  on 
the  peuiions  of  Anhar  St.  Clair,  and  of  John 
Craig;  and,  after  some  time  (pent  ihereia,  Mr. 
Spukih  resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Mac 
reported  that  the  Committee  bad  had  the  said 
port  ueder  consideration,  and  directed  him 
leport  their  agreement  to  eadh  of  the  resolutions 
thereio  eoDtaiiied,  as  follows: 

"  Saolsed,  That  the  pisnc  of  the  petilioii  of  ArtltDr 
Bb  CUir  i*  resMOtUe,  uiJ  onght  to  bo  grantad. " 

"KaolMd,  That  the  pnf  of  tbe  pstitioa  of  John 
Craig  ii  reasonable,  aod  oaght  to  bcgraoted." 

Tbe  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  ibe  Whole;  and,  en 
the  ouetiioD  to  concur  with  ibe  Commitiee  of  the 
whole  House  in  theit  ■crecment  lu  the  rcsolui' 
first  recited,  ii  was  resolved  in  the  affirmatir 
yeas  68,  nays 


Ya>t— Joseph  Allen,  Lea  oel  J.Alston,  David  Bard, 

a  T.  BsiTj,  Elijah  Bigelow.  Daniel  Blaiad  " 

BreckBoridge.  William  A.   Banvell,  WiUi 


William  T.  Bairj,  Elijah  Bigelow.  Daniel  BhiidBtl, 
Junes  BreckBoridge.  William  A.  Banvell,  WiUiam 
ChamberLin,  Lsngdoo  Cbsves,  Martin  Chittenden, 
Matthew  C]s7,  Orchard  Cook,  John  Davenpoit,  juo 
John  Dawsoo,  John  W.  Eppea,  WilKam  Findley,  Bi 
r^t  Oardenier,  Gideon  Gardner,  Thomas  Qhottan, 
Ohaile*  Ooldaboraugh,  Thomas  R.  Oolil,  Edwin  Gray, 
William  Bale,  Nsthaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heiater, 
Jamea  Holland,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Bbeneier  Hnnt- 
iagloD,  Robert  Jenkins,  Richard  M.  Johnaon,  Philip  B. 
K«y,  Hennan  KniekeibackcT,  Joseph  Lewis,  jnnior, 
Rabatt  Le  Roy  LitingrsloD,  J6hn  Lovb,  Vincent  Mst- 
dkewa,  Aichihald  HoBryde,  Samuel  McKca,  William 
McKinley,  William  HUoor,  Tbomaa  Moore,  Jeremiah 
Metiow,  JMialhan  O.  Moseley,  Thoraa*  Newbold, 
Tboma*  ^'awloQ,  JDae[A  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman, 
jonioi,  Elisba  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quinqy,  John  Ran- 
dripb,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Samaal  Ringgold, 


JiAn  Rass,~AdBni  Sejbeit,  Danid  SUrj.tir 
Bmelt,  Oaorge  Smith,  Ssmnel  Smith,  Itbiix 
Jamaa  Bleriheoson,  Lewie  B.  Starga,  fJi^u: 
Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn.  Kiiaan  K.  Tu  bi 
laer,  Laban  WbeatoD,  Eaekjel  Whitaua,  ^bi 
Wright.  I 

Nits— Wllia  Alatam  jun,  Es^iel  Banal*. 
Bassett,  Willian  W.  Bibb,  Aden  Biyd.Sti'il* 
Joaeph  Calboun,  Jobn  C.  Phambtriaie,  Jiaa.^ 
rap,  William  Ely,  Jonathan  Fi<  MntekFia. 
Baroillai  Gannett,  David  8.  Garlaod.  FtunMBJ 
wyn,  Jacob  Uufly,  Thomaa  Kenan,  Nsduatfa 
Alexander  McUim,  Jaba  Mootgomei;,  Tse: 
kin,  junior,  John  Rhea  of  TenncBKC,  Hutta!,' 
aids,  John  Roane,  Eraatns  Root,  EbeoaciSip.' 
mas  Sammons,  John  A.  Beutldci,  SusodSki.-: 
Smills,  Henrr  Southard,  Rlcbaid  BtioM  a 
Bwoope,  Urt  Tn«>f,  Oeonre  M.  TVocp,  Clrti' 
Iter,  jnnior,  Robert  WeaUey,  Robert  Wlid&: 
Jsmes  WUaon. 

Mr.  Ci,iY,  Mr.  McBiiroE,  and  Mr.Htii,^ 
ippoioted  to  prepst-e  and  bring  in  ibdltpEiK 
o  the  Mid  Bret  recited  reseluifon. 

The  question  was  then  stated  loowi- 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  ibtfoMiM)^ 
ed  resolution  ;  when  ao  adjaaniaiallafti^ 
for,  was  carried. 

Batdrdat,  Pebrusrjl 
Another  member,  to  wit:  MsTimWJ 
om  Kentucky,  appeatcd,  and  loatlsM 
Mr.  KswTON,  from  the  CoioaiiiiB"'* 
merceaod  Manufaomres,  presenttdsV-u* 
relief  of  Thomas  and  John  ClifforJ,i>lhf 
phia,aDd  Charles  Wirgman,  of  BsliiaWi^ 
was  lead  twice,  and  commilied  lo  S  £<■*'' 
of  the  Whole  on  Monday  neii. 

TERRITORY  OF  ORLEAHl 
The  HoDse  proceeded  to  consiitet  ,■!«."*; 
ments  of  the  Senate  lo  the  bill,  ""''■'.■'V; 
to  enable  the  people  of  the  TerrJtorfiiW" 
to  form  ■  eonsiituiioo  and  Siaiepo""*: 
for  the  adrai«iion  of  such  State  wM«"'" 
oo  an  equal  fooiinft  wiifa  the  urigiiuiSaA 
for  other  purposea."  j,  ,, 

One  of  the  ameDdmenta  pmptaM  w »"" 
weatetD  bouodary  of  the  Territory,  ««"•*. 
the  Sabine  the  boundary  from  i«  "T,  » 
sad  degree  of  north  laiitnde,  isJ  tw« 
noiitk  until  it  inleraeeu  the  ooiiw""^ 
liDS  of  OrleansTerritory.  ,  ,  ^,^t> 
Mr.  PiTKiK  said,  although  »'"*^*l.ib< 
*hi»stibieoi  appeared  'o  have  bu*«*_  ^j, 
bil!  was  before  ihe  House,  bsBJr^TvtK 
bil)  came  from  the  Seiwte,  ih*'  i*"*^  ,^ 
friendly  lo  the  bill  would  apM "^^yt 
roent.  Even  as  the  boundary  'V.'lofi^ 
there  was  a  !=mall  tract  of  *aod  oa  "W*"^ 
Sabine,  whiph  had  been  in  (''«P<"ti|  ht*' 
the  western  bouBdarf  might  «  •«' 
Ihe  Sabtne  as  anywhere.  t.^Mi'"'' 

Mr.  MiTCBtLi,  said  he  bad  »i  "*°%^ 
nation  in  yieldingrbis  bw""  "',:,  w* 


,„..,.,  u..  because  of  the  eiieni »'.,,., 
United  States  might  have  a  i:l""°L>i'- 
eileot^  and  had  a  color  of  tiil«  M  <'"^ 
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but  brctoEe  tbeline  bid  b«ei»illeK«(1 10  be* (mall 
river  a  tiiile  10  ihe  eaai  of  the  Snbine;  and  be- 
cause it  WW  conaluded  by  tba  officers  of  ibe  pat- 
ties on  ibe  Sabine  ihtii  the  inierTening  terriiqrf 
should  not  be  occupird.  Bui  he  did  not  beliere 
that  these  claims  of  Spain  were  to  be  conaidered 
of  any  moment.  la  iiikiog  the  Sabine  as  ibe 
western  boundar;  Ibe  Uniied  Slates  would  ud- 
doubiedly  eiercise  great  inoderation  la  the  fileO' 
niun  of  theit  limits;  and  ihii  line  would  be  far 
froni  including  all  ibe  teniiorjr  which  ihey  iDight 
hereafter  claim  ;  and,  in  acceding  10  this  bouod- 
aryl  he  winbed  not  to  be  undersluud  as  surrender- 
ing any  claim  the  United  Stales  might  hare  to  a 
greater  Client, 

The  ameudment  of  tbe  Senate  was  agreed  to 
without  opposiiioD. 

Another  amendrnent  of  (he  Setiate  proposed  lo 
amead  that  part  of  the  bill  declariog  that  the 
Conveniion  sbotild  be  chosen  b^  ilie  free  mate 
inhabitanis,  bf  adding  the  word  "  white,"  sonf  to 
exclude  free  colored  people  of  mixed  blood  from 
Totiog. 

Mr.  Smiue  expressed  tbe  hope  that  the  House 
would  not  agree  lo  ibis  amendtaeni.  The  bill 
only  provided  for  the  election  of  a  Conventipo  to 
form  a  conaiituiion  ;  after  which  iheae  people 
would  permit  whom  thef  chose,  lo  rote  for  Coa- 

Sress,  obc.  Me  could  not  help  remarking  that,  so 
elicBie  was  the  Convention  which  framed  Ihe 
ConatitatioD,  on  tbi)  poinij  that  it  had  used  only 
the  word  "  persona,"  Tbe  amendmetit  ooul^ 
swer  no  good  purpose,  and  ao  agreemeat  lo  it 
would  not  be  rerf  nonorable  lo  Ihe  Hqusc, 

Mr.  PoiHrEXTBH  said  be  bad  been  imprened 
with  a  belief,  when  this  hill  waa  formerly  before 
the  House,  thai  the  population  other  than  white 
formed  a  large  proportion  of  the  population  of 
the  Terriiory;  but  be  had  since  understood  thai 
they  were  not  now  permiiied  to  rote,  and  were 
excluded  from  the  militia.  When  Louisiana  was 
fitat  acquired  by  the  United  States,  a  corps  had 
been  fotmad,  composed  of  this  descripiion  of 
people;  but,  on  an  apprehension  of  insurreciion, 
ibey  were  dismissed,  and  their  commissions  re- 
Toked,  &c. 

Mr.  MiTCHiLL  thoogbt  the  House  had  belter 
reject  tbe  amendcQent.  The  act  Jeclared  that  all 
the  people  wiihin  certain  limils  should  compose 
a  Stale,  and  gave  them  a  rigbi  to  make  all  regu- 
lations, &c,,  for  their  gorernment.  The  most 
aafe  depository  of  ibis  sort  of  power  would  be  tbe 
Coureniion  in  thefltat  instance, and  the  Legisla- 
ture in  Ihe  second.  He  wis,  therefore,  opposed 
to  tbe  amendment,  because  the  ConTeD'ion  and 
Legislature  were  better  able  to  decide  the  ques- 
tion ibsD  the  House. 
Theamendmeniof  the  Senate  waa negatired — 
'       yeaa  49,  nay*  60,  ai  tiAlow* : 

Yttt—loM^  Allen,  WUK*  Ahta&.jnn.,  WRHam 
W.  Bibb,  Ab^  Bigalow,  Adam  Ba;d,  Jamaa  Brvdl- 
mtWge,  JMWb  UalhouQ,  John  Campbell,  WiUiain 
[  CbambeTlin,BpiphroditniCham|HOn,LanKdonCbeTea, 
Matthew  Oh;,  jMgph  Deaha,  John  W,  Bppea,  Baraut 
Oardenier,  Dand  D,  Oarland,  Tbomaa  Ofaotoon,  Pelar- 
aMi  Qoodwyn,  Thomaa  R.  OoU,  Bdwin  On;,  WilUam 


Bale,  Jatnea  Holland,  Jonathan  H.  Habbud,  Bbaaa 
HuDtiniton.  Robert  Jcnklna,  Walter  JoD«*,Tliattt- 
iCinan,  Philip  B.  Koy,  iowph  Lawi*,  junior,  John 
Lore,  Vincent  Malth«iva,  Archibald  McBryda,  Samual 
MeKee,  Plisaaant  M.  Miller,  John  Montgomery,  Tbanus 
Newton,  Jowph  Pearaan.  Tianitb;  Pitkin,  jun,,  Sudi- 
nsl  Ringgold,  John  A.  Scuddei,  Jobo  Smith,  Joha 
Stsnlej,  Jame*  Blephenson,  Jacob  Sweope,  Oeorga 
M.  Tronp,  Nicholo*  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Hon, 
Kitlian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Nat* — Ijennel  J.  Alston,  William  Anilaraon,  Bw- 
fciel  Baoon,  Willien  T.  Barry,  BurweH  Biasett,  Rah> 
art  Brown,  Williun  Butler,  Martin  Chitlenden,  Jimea 
Cochran,  William  Crawford,  Riehanl  Units,  Joh> 
Dawsoa,  William  Ely,  Willkm  Findlay,  Jonathan 
FiA,  Meahaok  Frraklin,  BanUlai  Gannett,  OidMii 
Gardaer,  Nathaniel  A.  Baivi),  Richard  Jackson.  Jan., 
WiUtam  KeuBedj,.  Aaron  Lyle,  NaAaaial  Haeon, 
Aluandar  McKim,  WiUiam  McKinlra^.  WiUagi  Uii- 
nor,  BatDuel  L.  MitcbiU,  Thomaa  Moerat  Jeramiab 
Morrow,  Jonathan  0.  Mam^rf,  GnrdMi  8.  Huifar^ 
Thomaa  Mewbold,  John  Nichokan,  John  Porter,  Petal 
B.  Porter,  John  Raa  of  PenniylTania,  John  Rhea  of 
Tenneasee,'Malthia*  Riehaxdi,  John  Roana,  Eraatiai 
Root,  John  Roes,  Ebeneier  Sage,  Tbomaa  Sammon^ 
Bbenoler  Surer,  Samuel  Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt,  John 
Stnilie,  George  Bmitb,  Bamnel  Smith,  Henry  Southard, 
Richard  Stinbrd,  liBwii  B.  Sturgea.  Samnel  Taggar^ 
John  Thorn paon,  L'li  Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  junior, 
Robert  WeaUey,  Robert  WUlahiU.  Baekisl  Whitman, 
aad  Jamaa  WilMS. 

COXUEBCIAL  INTERCptTRSB. 

On  morion  of  Mr,  Bppei  all  the  orders  of  ih« 
day  were  laid  on  the  table,  and  ibe  House  reaolT- 
ed  ttaelfiDIo  a  Committee  of  ibe  Whole  on  the 
bill  auppleraeniary  to  the  act  coacersicg  commep- 
cial  iniercoarie,  Jte. 

Mr.  EsoTr'a  motion  being  under  consideration, 
to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to  repeal  the  law  of  May 
last,  &e.,  Mr.  Rnsi  made  a  motioo  superseding 
that,  vii :  to  strike  out  tbe  whole  of  the  hill. 

Mr.  Efpeb  said,  ifaat  when,  on  a  former  day, 
this  bill]  designed  only  for  the  relief  of  our  owa 
citizens,  was  under  discusaion,  subjects  not  at  all 
eooaec ted  with  its  merit*  were  brought  into  view. 
A  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Bhott)  pre- 
ed  to  the  House  on  that  occasion  his  view  of 
foreign  relations,  and  exercised  all  his  io^ 
nuiiy  lo  show,  as  it  is  but  too  often  the  practice 
ber^  tbai  the  OoTernnieni  of  the  Uniied  Sialea 
is  exclusively  wrong,  and  the  Government  of 
Great  Britain  exclusively  right.  It  seems  that  in 
this  enlightened  age  new  duties  are  assigned  to  a 
Reptesenlative.  Under  the  pressure  of  every  in- 
jury which  foreign  influence  can  inflict,  a  Bep- 
reseniative  is  considered  as  discharging  bis  duty, 
if,  with  a  fine-spun  web,  he  can  present,  under* 
suspicious  aspect,  either  the  moiivea  or  ihe  acta 
of  Ibe  Executive  branch  of  his  Government.  No 
nation,  ancient  or  modern,  unless  in  the  last  stage 
if  corruption,  can  be  produced  where,  as  in  im 
United  Slates,  penoda  of  difficulty  nave  been 
seized  hy  tbe  RepreseoiaiiTes,  and  the  weight  of 
their  talents  exclasively  employed  for  increasing 
the  public  embarrass  men  la.  The  speech  of  lh« 
gendemao  from  New  York,  howerer  weU  ha 
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BMf  hive  covvrpd  it  Diider  mlldiiMt  oT  minner 
•nd  ■  fine-Bpua  sr^umeni,  fs  desirn^d  lo  conTry 
to  the  people  an  id«a,  that  the  BiecnitTc  has 
■naniffaied  paTiialiif  Eawarda  France  in  the  late 
arraneement.  The  getitleman  lella  us,  thai  while 
Ih«  Minialer  of  one  ^leico  aation  was  denounced 
here  fur  an  ioiplied  insuTi,  the  letter  of  ihe  Due 
it  Cadore  to  \lr.  AraiKirong  ii passed  orer  almoai 
in  lilenee  ;  that  the  Secretary  of  Siaie,  in  a  lei- 
ler  lo  General  Armslfong,  ulta  bim  that  the  Prri- 
ideDt  thinbt  ii  unneceiiary  to  make  any  remarki 
OD  il>  The  gentleman  ought  to  have  gone  fur- 
tber.  and  itated  the  whole  fad:  thai  the  letter 
of  General  Armatrong  in  anawer  to  the  Dne  da 
Cadore  waa  approved  by  the  President;  that,  by 
the  approval,  ne  adopU  a*  bit  own  tbelaainage 
%odientimenttof  thai  letter.  The  letter  of  Qcn- 
ml  ArmatTong,  by  the  approral  of  the  Preaident 
kaa  become  the  act  of  bis  QoTernmenr,  For  the 
aentimcDt*  contained  in  ibat  letter  the  American 
GoTerniDeni  is  responiible  and  not  General  Arm- 
alTong.  The  Brm,  manly,  and  eloquent  reply  of 
General  Arntlrong  to  the  Due  de  Cadoro  standi 
precise!?  on  ibe  aanie  footing  as  if  it  bad  been 
originalif  written  under  the  direelions  of  tbe 
Oofernmeni.  General  Armiiraog  did  not  wait 
for  indrnciiooa.  He  repelled,  in  a  style  com- 
portintiwiib  the  digniljof  hiaitalioa,  thachai^a 
of  the  Due  de  Cadore.  Tbe  Ptetideol,  ihrongh 
tbe  Secretary  of  State,  approves  his  letter,  adi  ~ 
it  as  hi*  own,  and  say*  he  baa  oothingio  ■  _ 
Well,  indeed,  sir,  might  be  say  ao,  because  the 
Minister  had  already  said,  in  a  style  as  pleasing 
lo  his  country  as  lu  his  Goretnmeol,  all  that  the 
occasion  demanded.  Bui,  sir,  ibe  gentleman  from 
New  York  cannot  a^ree  with  his  colleague  in 
considering  the  President  of  the  United  States 
correct  in  iesuihg  bis  proclsmaiion.  Why, 
does  the  gentleman  disapprore  of  the  Preside 

KDclamaiion  7  Because,  says  the  gentleman. 
Iter  of  the  Due  de  Cadore,  of  Augutt,  was 
B  repeal  of  ibe  Berlin  and  Milan  decreet.  It 
mere  promise  that  on  a  certain  day  tbey  shall  be 
vithdrawD.  When,  sir,  Ihe  President  received 
the  declaration  of  Mr.  Kitkine,  ihe  British  Min- 
ister, that,  on  a  particular  day,  the  Orders  in 
Council  would  be  withdrawn,  and  issued  a  prot' 
tarnation  founded  solely  ob  Ibal  declaration,  hia 
conduct  was  warmly  approved  by  men  of  all 
parties.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  joioed 
la  the  burst  of  applause  heaped  on  that  Executive 
act.  Waa  the  letter  of  Mr.  Erskioe  a  repeal  of 
the  British  orders?  Unfortunately,  we  know  prac- 
tically it  waa  not.  Was  it  such  a  repeal  as  tbe 
Sntleman  contends  oiigbl  to  have  taken  place  of 
e  Berlin  end  Milan  itereer.  viz:  under  the 
aign  mannal  of  the  Emperor  T  No,  sir.  it  was  just 
Bucb  a  letter  as  that  at  the  Due  de  Cadore.  In 
both  cases  the  word  of  the  Minister  was  taken  as 
a  pledge,  and,  on  examiniog  tbe  two  letiera,  so 
far  as  tbey  may  be  considered  a  pledge,  tbe  words 
tre  nearly  tbe  seme.  I  approved  of  the  arrange- 
ment with  Mr.  Erskine;  so  did  the  gentleman 
from  New  York.  I  cannot  see  any  diSerence  in 
Ihe  ground  taken  by  (be  Executive,  except  that 
one  airaogemeat  was  with  Great  Britain  and  tbe 


.r  with  France.  The  one  afleeted  the  ioiernti 
of  Great  Britain  ;  the  other  affcctn  iheinieresu  of 
France.  The  gentleman  from  New  York,  more 
nice  in  distinctions  than  myself,  may,  perbaps, 
satisfy  himself  and  tbe  people  thai  the^e  twocasea 
are  marked  by  lines  so  Mrong  aa  la  render  tbe 
conduct  of  the  Executive  in  the  one  case  an  a\>- 
jeet  of  applause  and  approbation  for  himself  and 
his  friends,  and  in  the  other  of  suspicion  and  cen- 
sure. It  is  not.  however,  my  intention  to  puiMie 
the  gentlemaQ  through  his  arguiD«nt.  Tbrre  ic 
one  part  of  it  which  I  consider  it  a  duly  to  pass 
in  review,  inasmuch  as  it  is  calcnlated  to  gire  to 
tbe  publican  erroneous  view  ofibegroandiukea 
by  ihe  Executive  in  tbe  recent  Dcgoiiationviih 
Great  Britain.  Tbe  gentleman  Raya,  the  Pnii- 
dent  has  not  only  required  of  Great  Britain  to 
withdraw  her  orders,  but  her  blocbadpaalao.  Thi^j 
he  says,  ihe  cannot  and  never  will  yield.  Tbii 
declaration  is  made,  too,  in  the  preaeoce  of  tbe 
agent  of  Great  Britain,  who  iDast  have  heard 
with  deligbt  the  American  Executive  held  op  to 
suspicion,  and  ao  American  Reprearntaiire  de- 
clare, on  Ibe  floor  of  Congress,  ibal  detaaadt 
were  made  on  Great  Britain,  not  laDciioaeif  by 
the  law  of  tbe  last  session.  In  order,  sir,  to  sup- 
port ih is  declaration,  tbe  genllemaa  civt&a  view 
oftbedemandsof  tbe  Executive  on  Great  Britain 
totally  incorrect  and  contfadicted  by  everv  part 
of  the  correspondence  before  ua.  The  sentlcman 
tells  you,  that  we  have  demanded  of  Great  Brit- 
ain not  a  withdrawal  of  the  Ordera  in  Council 
only,  as  contemplated  by  the  law  of  laai  session, 
but  of  her  "  novel  blockades."  To  esuUish  the 
demands  of  the  Executive,  be  turns,  not  to  the 
cortespondencev  but  lo  the  Berlin  or  Milan  de- 
crees, and  takes  for  our  demand  on  Great  Britain 
the  deSnition  of  blockade  given  by  the  Freitch 
Emperor.  The  gentleman  is  entirely  mixiaiiea 
as  to  the  demaad  made  of  Great  Britain  by  the 
Executive.  The  revocation  of  but  one  blockade, 
viz:  that  of  May,  1806,  is  included  in  tbe  demaQO. 
of  the  Executive.  Tbe  features  of  ibis  blockade 
render  it  different  from  all  other  blockades.  It  is, 
in  fact,  from  its  character,  more  like  the  Order 
in  Council,  a  pcrmaiient  regalaiion  of  commerce, 
than  a  blockade.  I  will,-  however,  fir^  show 
from  tbe  correspondence,  Ibal  the  I^reaident  did 
not,  under  the  act  of  tbe  last  session,  require  Ihe 
[evocation  by  Great  Britain  of  any  blociade  ex- 
cept that  of  May,  1806;  and  then,  ibat  from  the 
Eeculiar  features  of  that  blockade,  it  must  bave 
een  included  in  tbe  demand  made  uodfr  tbe 
act  of  the  laet  session.  In  the  Meuage  of  the 
Preiidenl,  at  tbe  commencement  of  the  lession, 
page  4ih  aod  5ih,  we  find  the  demand  stated  in 
tha  following  terms : 

"  Under  the  modification  of  lb*  otiginal  otdwa  «f 
Novmnber,  ISOT,  into  tbe  ordcTS  of  April.  1609,  then 
is,  indead,  acarcelj  a  nominal  diatinctwD  batweaa  lb* 
ordsra  and  the  blockade*.  One  of  thaae  iUegitiiuila 
blockades,  bearing  data  in  May,  1806,  haTing  brca  ca- 
prtstlj  avowed  to  be  atill  unrasdnded,  and  la  te,  in 
■fled,  comprehended  in  tbe  Ordeia  in  Cooacil,  waa 
too  diatinctlj  brought  within  tbe  purviec  of  Ibe  ad  of 
Congreis,  not  to  be  cafflpiebended  in  tbe  aplinaiioD 


IV  Google 


BISTORT  :0F  OOKGILBaS. 


942 


Febkdary,  1611. 


Commereial  JnUrcmirte, 


H.opR. 


of  tbe  requiiritM  to  «  oonplUwis  witli  it.  The  Briciih 
Gavernoient  wu  accoidiaglj  appiJKed  bj  our  Miniitn 
neai  it.  that  luch  nu  Uu  ligbl  in  which  Ute  aubjact 
was  lo  ba  regmrdeil." 

This  M  the  Unieaace  of  tbe  Pruident.  In 
psgen  38  and  39,  or  the  eorretpondence,  tr«  find 
the  deelaratioD  of  Mr.  Smith,  onr  Secretary  of 
State,  to  OeDeral  ArmalroD^,  in  the  fotlowing 

"  If  the  non-inlerconne  Ibw,  in  any  of  it*  modifiea- 
tioni,  wal  objaetionable  to  tlu  Emperor  of  tha  FreQcb, 
that  Ian  no  lanErr  eiistt. 

"  If  he  be  ready,  u  has  beon  declared  in  the  letter  of 
the  Duke  of  Caikire,  »f  February  14,  to  <lo  justice  to 
the  United  ButcB,  in  the  case  of  a  ptedge  on  their 
part  not  to  submit  to  the  British  edicts,  the  opportuailj 
for  making  good  the  deciantion  is  now  afforded.  In- 
■taad  of  lubfiiiHioii,  the  Pttaident  ia  read;,  by  renew- 
iag  the  ooa-iDterconree  againat  Great  Britain,  to  op- 
poaa  to  her  Order*  in  Council  a  neaiars  which  ia  of 
a  character  that  ought  toaatii^  any  r«aoDab[e  expeo' 
tation.  If  it  should  be  necessary  for  you  to  meet  the 
quMtion,  whether  the  non •intercourse  will  be  renewed 
against  Great  Britairiiin  case  she  ehouldnal  comprehend, 
in  the  repeal  of  her  edicts,  her  blockades  which  are  not 
eonaisteot  with  tbe  law  of  natioDs,  yon  may,  shoutd  it 
be  found  ncceasary,  let  it  be  nndentood,  that  a  repeal 
of  the  illegal  blockade*  of  a  date  prior  totheBarlia  de- 
cree, namely,  that  of  May,  1806,  wilt  be  included  in 
tbe  condition  reunited  of  Ureal  Britain ;  that  particu- 
lar blodcada  baling  been  arowed  to  be  eentpreheaded 
in,  and,  of  ooar**,  identified  with,  the  Order*  in  C!oun- 
^  With  re^wot  M  faloekad**^  of  •  sabeequMit  data 
or  not,  againtf  Frmnea,  yoa  will  pMa*  the  r«a*onaU«- 
neai  i^  leaving  tlw«i,  together  vHbAitaro  Uoekadee 
not  wamuited  t^  public  law,  te  ba  proceeded  againel 
by  the  United  State*  in  the  laanaar  they  may  chooae 

lit  page*  46  and  46,  w»  hare  the  drclanitioa  of 
General  Armalronf  and  the  Duke  de  Cadoie. 
Ut.  E.  theo  read  the  followiog: 

nwflt  Generat  ArTtutrong  In  Mr.  Pinkney. 

Piaii,  Janvary  36,  1810. 

"SiBi  A  letter  fhiin  Mr.  SecreUry  Smith,  of  the 
first  of  December  Itut,  made  it  my  duty  to  inquire  of 
His  Exeelleney  tbe  Duke  of  Cadore,  what  wera  the 
condiliona  on  which  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  would- 
annal  his  decree,  commonly  called  the  Berlin  decree ; 
and  whether,  if  Great  Britain  revoked  her  blockadea, 
of  a  dale  anterior  to  that  decree,  his  Majealy  would 
consent  to  revoke  the  said  decree  T  To  these  questions 
I  han  thi*  day  received  the  following  answer,  which  I 
hasten  to  convey  to  you  by  a  special  messenger : 

AvrwKH. — "The  only  oondition*  required  fbr  Iba 
rBTDcation,  by  his  Majesty  the  BiDperor,  of  the  decree 
of  Berlin,  will  be  a  pre viona  revocation,  by  the  British 
Goiammant,  of  ber  blockade*  of  France,  or  a  part  of 
France,  (such  as  that  ttom  the  Elbe  to  Brest,  Jcc,}  of 
a  date  aatorior  to  that  of  tbe  a£wes*id  decree." 

In  pare  47.  we  have  the  Statement  of  Lord 
Wetlwley  to  Mr.  Pinkney  : 

"I  have  tbe  henot  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  note  of  tiie  fifteenth  nttlmo,  wherein  you  reqaest 
lo  be  inRnmed  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what  block- 
ades of  France,  iostilated  by  clreat  Britain  during  the 
preeent  war,  before  the  ftrat  day  of  Janoaiy,  1807,  are 
Udentood  by  bis  Hajaaty'e  Ootemment  to  ba  in  fbioe  1 


I  have  now  the  honor  to  *cqnain,t  you,  that  the  coast, 
rivers,  and  ports,  from  the  river  Elbe  to  Brest,  both  in- 
clusive, were  notified  lo  be  under  the  rcetrictioni  of 
blockade,  with  cerlain  modifications,  on  the  16th  of 
May,  ISIIS;  and  that  these  restrictions  were  aKorwardi 
comprehended  in  the  Order  of  Council  bf  the  7th  of 
January,  I80T,  which  order  is  still  in  force." 

In  page  71,  of  the  correspondenee.  Lord  Wefr- 
lesley  declares,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Fiakuey: 

"The  blockade,  notified  by  Great  Britain  in  May, 
1B06,  has  never  been  formally  withdrawn.  It  cannot^ 
therefore,  Ik  accurately  staled,  that  the  realrictiona 
which  it  established  rest  altogether  on  the  Order  of 
Council  of  the  Tth  of  January,  ISOT ;  they  are  com- 
prehended under  the  more  extensive  restrictions  of 
that  order.  No  other  blocksda  of  tbe  ports  of  Franoe 
was  instituted  by  Great  Britain,  between  the  IBth  of 
May,  IBOe,  and  the  Tth  <^  January,  1807,  ezcepUng 
the  blockade  of  Veilice,  instituted  on  the  27lh  of  July, 
ISOa,  which  is  still  in  force." 

From  this,  sir,  it  appean  ihat  if  we  are  to  credit 
the  Presideoc,  the  Secrelary  ef  Slate,  Oenertl 
Armslronr,  the  Due  de  Gadore,  and  the  Briijstt 
Minister,  Lord  Wellmiey,  the  drmanil  was  coo- 
fined  to  the  blockade  of  1806.  Was  this  block- 
ade ^ch  a  riolatiun  of  the  neulral  rights  of  the 
(Jnited  Stales  as  lo  come  decidedly  withia  the 
act  of  the  la^i  session  7  Let  us  examine  its  fea- 
tures. Tfiis  blockade  is  a  compound  one,  pre- 
senting three  dtstioct  characiers: 

1.  It  obstructs  a  trade  from  one  pon  to  aaoibet 
of  tha  saige  enemy — Prance  for  example.  TUa 
trade  has  been  denied  latterly  though  not  foraik-. 
erljr,  bv  Oreat  Britain,  to  be  free  to  ueoirala.  The 
United  State*  assert  (he  neutral  right  to  it, 

8.  It  obaixncts  a  trad#  from  the  port  of  od« 
enemy  to  (he  port  of  another — from  a  French  to 
a  Dutch  port,  for  example.  This  is  a  principts 
not  before  asserted  by  Oreat  Britain.  The  pren- 
ent  Cabinet  of  Great  Britain  contended  aj^ainat 
its  conformity  to  tbe  law  of  naiiooa,  in  opposi- 
tion 10  their  predecessors,  who  aUempied  to  jua- 
tify  the  orders  of  January,  1807,  on  ihal  principle. 

3.  It  obslrucla  the  direct  trade  of  neutrals  frona 
their  owa  couoiry  lo  any  part  of  the  coast  from 
the  Elbe  lo  Breath— a  cout  not  less  than  a  thou- 
sand mile*.  Fur  this  part  of  the  bloekNde  there 
can  be  aO  defence  which  is  not  applicable  (o  tb* 
Orders  ia  CounciL  Thisblocliade  has  been  can- 
linued  for  four  or  fire  years.  No  force,  either 
adequate  or  inadequate,  has  been  stationed  foi 
carrying  it  into  effect.  No  new  notification  haa 
been  given.  It  it,  in  fact,  like  the  Orders  iD 
Council,  a  permanent  regalaiioa  nf  commerce, 
and  haa  nothing  of  the  character  of  a  blockade, 
ekcept  the  mere  name.  This  blockade  consisn 
in  great  part  of  the  Mtne  prohibition  with  the  or- 
ders of  January,  1807,  in  which  it  is  said  tu  be 
comprehended ;  that  is,  against  a  trade  along  the 
belligerent  coast.  If  the  orders  be  unlawful,  there- 
fore, the  blockade  must  be  so;  and  if. the  ordera 
be  repealed  as  a  Tiolaiion  of  neutral  trade,  iaeom- 
pliaooe  with  the  act  of  Congres^  the  obligation 
to  repeal  the  blockade,  as  a  like  Tiolaliim,  cannM 
be  oontesied.  This  blockade  of  May,  1806,  i*  ik 
fiolaiioa  of  the  priociples  laid  down  by  all  auibora 
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fln  the  BDhjrct  of  blockide.  It  is  in  Tiohiitm  of 
Ifae  principles  laid  down  in  all  the  irealies  which 
atiemptea  to  defiaea  bloebude.  It  is  in  riolaiton 
ijf  (he  principles  contprderf  for  by  etrry  Adinin- 
istralioD  under  [lie  Amprican  GoveTDroent,  Trom 
the  period  of  WiBuincTOH  to  the  pre^'Ot  time. 
The  corren'pondence  under  General  WAeBiKO- 
TOh'b  AdminisiralionibettveeTi  the  Spcrelsry  uf 
Stale  and  Mr.  Heiu^nond,  majr  be  referred  to  for 
the  prineipirs  aiiseried  under  that  AdffiiniMra- 
lion.  In  the  corresnondence  before  im  we  have 
the  principle  as  laid  down  by  Qeneral  Marshall 
aii'l  Mr.  King.    To  ihese  I  will  refer. 

Mr.  E.  ihi>a  read  ihe  followiDK  extracts  of  let- 
ters fiooi  Mr.  King  «Dd  Mr.  Mafshall: 
Fivm  Jfr.  King. 

"  Snen  or  fight  of  onr  Tccaeli,  laden  with  faloable 
c*rp>«,  bale  been  latelf  ciptarrd,  and  are  atiil  de- 
tained for  adjudication  ;  Ihese  leneli  were  mcl  in  Ihvir 
tojagca  to  and  from  tha  Dutch  porta,  dacland  to  ba 
bloekadad.  Several  dMm  bane  paaaed  bstween  Jjonl 
Orenrille  and  nw  npon  tini  aDbjcal,  vilh  tha  viaw,  on 
nj  part,  of  eataUiabing  ■  more  limited  and  reaaotwUe 
iBtirpretalioll  of  the  law  of  hloobada,  tban  ta  attempted 
Id  be  eaibreed  bj  the  Engliab  GoTemmeaL  Nearly 
one  bondred  Daniih,  Ruuian,  and  oibei  Dcutral  ibipa 
ha<e,  within  a  few  inoiitha,  been,  in  like  tna&net,  in- 
tarcepted,  going  to  ind  returning  from  tha  United 
P^otincea.  Many  of  them,  as  well  ■*  aome  of  our 
'  uriTad  in  tha  Te(el  in  the  couraa  of  the  lut  Wintci 
*a  mfttHy  of  wbieb  obliged  the  Kngbah  ieat  to  re- 
•wD  to  tbair  porta,  Uariag  a  ftw  frigatea  «nty  to  naka 
AoTt  cruMea  off  tha  Teial,  aa  Ihe  aeaam  would  allow. 

M;  otyect  baa  been  to  jm*a  that,  ia  tbia  aHoatioa  df 
Uta  iniMting  fleet,  tbara  can  bo<Ba  afleetivB  bbckada, 
vbicb,  ia  my  opiaiaa,  cannot  ba  aaid  to  .axial  without 
acoDipaleat  force,  Btationed  and  piaaant  ' 
•ntraBca  of  the  bWckaded  port." 
MxirMi  of  a  ItUtrfrom  Jfr.  King  to  Lar4_  OrenvUk, 

LoiDer,  JfaySS,  1799. 
"It  leema  acareely  neceaury  to  obierre,  that  the 
presence  of  a  competent  Ibrce  ii  eaaantiaj  la  conatitQIa 
a  blockade:  and  although  it  ia  niual  for  Ihe  betligv- 
ennt  to  gite  notice  to  nealnl  nitiona  when  he  ' 
Inlaa  a  blockade,  h  ia  not  enitomary  to  giTO  any  i 
«f  ita  iKacontinnaMoe ;  and  that  conae<}uently  ibe  _ 
•■M  of  Ihe  blocfcading  fiiree  ia  Ihe  natural  eritsHon  by 
which  lb«  MBtral  ia  enabled  to  aaeertain  iha  eiiatence 
of  tha  bkiehade,  in  Uka  nannar  aa  tba  actual  in«ea«- 
■ent  of  abaaieged  plae«  ia  the  (wly  eTideDoe  I7  which 
we  decide  wbatber  tha  siege  ia  cootianad  oc  laiaed.  A 
aage  stay  be  coiDmcnced,  rsiaed.  lecommenord  and 
laiaed  again,  bnt  ita  exieleace  at  any  preciae  (ims  must 
always  dapend  upon  the  fact  of  tlie  preaeoce  of  aa  in- 
Testing  army.  Tbia  interpretatiiin  of  the  law  of  block- 
ade ia  of  peculiar  impoitaDca  to  nationa  situated  at  a 
great  distance  (lom  each  other,  and  between  wbaa  a 
cooaiderable  lesglh  of  lime  ia  neceaaary  to  aeud  and 
recalTe  iufbTmatian." 

Extract  <jf  a  klltr  from  Mr.  Manhidl,  Sttrtimy  of 
•      StaU,  to  Mr.  King,  dated 

BirrsMsaa  SO,  1806. 
"  The  light  to  coDlaatfs  Teaaela  bound  to  a  btoek- 
.  ^ed  poiti  has  been  nnraaaenably  extended  to 
nMoonlBt  within  the  rola,--'^ — '-' ' — ^ 


On  thia  prtndpk,  H  might  well  ba  qootioBcd, 
wbelher  thia  mie  can  be  applied  to  a  place  not  eoat- 
pldely  intesled  by  hnd  aa  well  aa  by  sea.  If  wa  ex-' 
amine  the  reaaoning  on  wbibh  it  ia  iaahd«d  the  right 
to  intamrpt  and  oan6aeata  aopsUas,  denignaJ  ibi  a 
Ueokadad  Wwn,  il  will  ba  difioult  to  taaat  tiM  coMi*. 
tion  that  it!  •xleoaion  to  lowna,  iavealed  fay  aaa  only 
ia  an  nnjiMtifiable  rnennehmavl  on  Ibe  rifU  of  nra- 
trola.  But  it  is  notof  this  departure  from  principle — 
departure  which  has  nceired  some  anncttoo  ftaai 
'actice — that  we  mean  to  comi^aJo.  It  te,  tbalpoi^ 
Dt  eSTcctually  blockaded  by  a  force  capable  of  cook- 
pletely  inveating  ibem,  hate  yet  been  deeiaied  in  a 
atate  of  blechade,  and  vesaeU  atlempting  to  Bitcr 
therein  have  been  aei»d,  and,  on  that  acoonu,  ent- 
fiscated." 

I  hsTC  shown,  from  the  cerr«a  pond  race,  that 
the  bkehade  of  May,  1606,  wna  the  oaly  uae  ia- 
clUilpd  in  ihc  dvtnaud  of  the  Bsecatire.  I  hire 
shown  ihai'it  ia  not  onl^  a  violatian  of  our  nen- 
iral  ri^hln.  but  of  the  principles  coBiradrd  for  by 
meti  of  aH  ^lilical  parties  onder  errry  admioia- 
iratioD  of  this  country  ;  and  I  cannot  boi  njirrsi 
my  regrel  tlial  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
sbould  consider  that,  under  the  law  of  tbt  lisi 
aei-sion,  rhis  blockade  ought  not  to  have  been  in- 
cluded in  the  demand  of  the  Eiecuiiie  on  Great 
Britain ;  that  he  should  declare  in  (he  heating  of 
ibe  British  ageot  that  demands  had  been  nude 
by  the  Execuiife  of  ih«  Uiiited  State*  which  it 
would  be  extremcl|r  cooTcnwat  for  nx  if  Gk« 
Britain  would  allow,  hut  which  ahe  aever  could 
yield.  The  f  emlciiisn  from  New  York  has  ca- 
tered into  aa  argtwent  to  ah«w  that  the  Beitia 
and  Hiiao  deeree*  are  not  repealed.  We  ban 
jMt  betrd  of  ihs  arrivat  of  a  Frencli  Minister; 
be  has  left  France  at  a  time  fo  bring  as  ceriaia 
inforaatioir  on  thlsquesiioD.  1  have  no  wish  10 
enter  on  this  iniereaiing  question,  with  a  baod- 
age  round  my  eye*.    Whether  France  has  c«m- 

Klied  wiihber  eogagemeDU;  whether  France 
IS  failed  in  her  en^tsgements,  cannot  he  a  aab- 
jeei  of  ingenious  speculation  many  dayi  Umgcr. 
Whatever  may  be  the  iDfarmation  received,! 
shalt  endeavor  to  adhere  to  what  I  deem  the  real 
interests  of  roy  country,  and,  so  fiur  as  lam  able, 
to  mainiaio  its  rights  against  the  uDptincipled 
agare^iotis  of  every  foreign  nation. 

I  will  now  tnaJcea  few  obset rations  00  (he  bill 
before  the  House.  l(  contains  but  a  single  sec- 
tion, and  exempts  from  forfeiture  goods  owned 
wholly  by  citizens  of  the  United  State*,  whioh 
shall  have  departed  from  a  British  port  prior  lo 
(he  second  ,  day  of  February,  1811.  Wiien  ih« 
report  of  ilie  Secretary  of  ihe  Treasory  on  tha 
subject  of  modi  Scat  ions  of  the  noB-iatercoaraa 
system  waa  referred  to  the  ConMiiRec  on  For- 
ergo  Relaiiops,  it  appeared  to  be  tbe  Bnanimous 
seotiioeDt  of  ihe 'committee,  thai  goods  whkh 
badjleft  a  British  port,  before  tbe  Preudeni'a  proo- 
lamation  reached  the  port  ought  la  be  eiempt 
from  the  penalty  of  the  nen-intercourae  law,  al- 
though they  inight'Dot  arrive  until  after  the  2d 
day  of  February.  It  was  conaidered  imi  iacon- 
aiaieni  wiib  an  tiooest  eoupiiancc  with  oar  e»- 
withFrBoee,andacen«d.tobcmioiTed 
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by  that  gcswmt  principle  of  poliof  wbicb  it  ad- 
hcrmJ  to  in  *11  free  counlriei,  of  lUlowioi^  sufG- 
eivst  Botiee  to  its  ciiizeQi  of  ibe  GomnMncemeot 
of  pcBBltin  aad  forfviLUTes.    Tbs  bill  for  eofor- 
eiDg    the  noo-intercourH  afitetn  w»  reported 
friin  that  limiiid  proTislon.     After  the  bill  wai 
printed  varioiu  ttatementi  were  received  by  the 
eommrttee,  alt  tendiDg  lo  ihow  that  the  orders  of 
our  merehanlB  were  wot  out  in   Bepteoiber  aad 
October  ;  that,  from   ibe  cbaaoe  in  the  aetaal- 
state  of  commercial  capital  in  thUeonnIry,fioDdt 
were  «t  present  purebased  witb  cash,  and  not 
only  beeame  the  praperijr  of  onr  citizeoa  under 
the  order*  of  roerchanlj  sent  before  the  Presi- 
dent's proclamatioa  issued, but  were  attheriikof 
the  putchawn;  that  these  goods  vers  aetualljr 
paid  for  before  the  President's  proclaibation  is> 
sued  I  that  they  cauM  not  be  broaght  in  befora 
tha   secuud  daf  of  February.    The  committee, 
harinn  preTjously  decided  thai  lime  ooght  lo  be 
allowed  for  the  Pretid em's  proclamation  lo.reacb 
a  British  port,  and  taking  into  view  tbe  great  in- 
jaty  our  own  citizens  would  sustain  from  a  rig- 
oTOUB  conxlroction  of  the  law,  determined  lo  ex- 
tend the  lime  lo  the  ultimate  period  at  which  a 
ciiixea  could  pnt  his  pn>i>erty  on  board  without 
infringing  the   laws  of  hti  ooiintry.    It  i*  not 
stipposed  that  the  construction  put'  tlpon'  tbe  law 
ia  ■tilctljr  within  iu  letter— it  is.  however,  per- 
fectly wiibia  its  object.    It  was  designed  to  ope- 
nte  on  the  nation  refoiing  to  modify  or  wiib* 
draw  itsedicts.    To  fE<Te  it  a  eonsiiaetion  which 
wootd  aither  coafiseate  property  bona,^  Amer- 
ican,  or  lock  it  up  in  British  ports,  would  be  to 
destroy  our  own  resources,  and  produce  no  effect 
on  Oreat  Britain.    Under  4he  siilh  section  of  Ibe 
law,  it  is  not  made  unlawful  to  put  on  bwrd 
British  manufactures  with  the  intent  to  import 
them,  until  the  eipiration  of  the  three  months 
after  the  proclamation ;  its  being  unlawful  afler 
that  period  depended  on  Qreai  Britaio'i  follow- 
ing the  example  of  France  and  revoking  bet 
edicts;  aecordtag,  therefot^  as  tbe  citi"--  — 
more  or  leas  sanguine^  his  intercet  might  .       ... 
or  less  involved  by  supposing  ifaat  Oreat  Britain 
would  wilhdmw.     Orders   sent  previoos   to   tbe 
issoinj;  of  ibe  President's  proclamation  violated 
BO  exKting  law.    Thow  sent  afierwardi 
be  considered  as  given  in  violation  of 
asmneh  as  the  cominenceraent  of  the  law  d»- 
pended  on  a  coDtiageney^  via  :  the  modiflcatioa 
or  withdrawal  of  the  British  orders.    There  is 
another  circamitBoee    which    operated  on  the 
commitlee:  Tbe  law  of  the  last  session  was  not 
considered  by  the  commiltee  as  a  plain  rule  of  ae- 
lion  which  every  ciiizeo  couW  clearly  compre- 
hend, and  so  arrange  his  affairs  as  toavoid  its  pen- 
allies.    The  fourth  section  of  the  act  of  last  ses- 
stcD  revive*  cerlain  sections  of  another  act,  on 
tbs  happeniog  of  a  certain  event,  three  months 
after  that  cveat  shall  have  been  proclaimed  by 
the  President.    Thit  reviving  seciioa  does  not 
declare  that  from  and  afler  three  months  from  the 
date  of  tbe  Presideut's  proetaiHation  there  shall 
be  noa-iatereoone.  bul  that  particular  aections  of 
a  former  Beo-ntareoarae  law  shall  be  revived, 


Each  of  the  revived  sections  eonialii' the  word* 
SOth   of  Mav>  new,"  and   ii  has  been   made  « 
question  whetoer  these  wards  are  revived  BHpart 
of  tbe  sections.    It  is  not.  supposed  by  me  that 
ch  is  a  proper  construction  of  the  law.    It  is 
ily  ftated  for  iIm  purpose  of  showing  that  the 
V  was  not  in  thatcli-ar,  decided  form  in  which 
penal  statutes  ou^ht  lo  be  enacietl.    In  the  con- 
struction given  to  ibe  law,  more  regard  was  paid 
to  its  objects  and  principles  than  to  id  strict  let- 
ter.    And,  if,  for  the   purpose  of  aSiirding  relief 
in  cases  peeoliarty  hard  and  operating  on  our  own 
cilisens  cxclofively,  we  hive  placed  on  the  law 
a  constraeiion  not  warranted  by  it!  letter,  I  hope 
we  shall  be  jusliSed  by  the  purity  of  iht  moiive* 
under  which  we  haveacied. 
Mr.  Emott  explsioed. 

Mr.  STOBOEa  said  he  was  happy  that  be  felt 
himself  so  situated  that  be  could  avoid  that  course 
of  discussion  upon  the  present  occasion,  so  much 
reprobated  by  the  honorable  fKnilemsn  (Mr. 
£ppKa)  frotn  Virginia.  He  said  he  should  not 
uodcrlHke  to  enter  ioto  a  ditcus-Iun  of  our  for- 
eign relations,  nor  say  much  upon  our  redtriciivc 
■vslem;'thai  bis  friend  from  New  York  (Mr. 
EmOTT)  had  already  done  (hat  fully  and  ably. 

He  B^id  he  was  at  present  inclined  to  support 
theamendmrat  proposed  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tiamn,  (Mr.  Rbda,  of  Tennessee,)  and  if  the 
words  should  be  stricken  out  as  proposed  by  that 
gentleman,  (as  one  good  turn  deserved  another,) 
he  hoped  he  would  be  disposed  to  support  a  prop- 
oxitinn,  which  he  (Mr.  8.)  would  then  submit  Is 
the  Committee.  If  the  Committee  should  agree 
to  strikeout,  Mr.  B.  would  then  propose  to  insert 
ia  lieu  thereof,  aher  the  word*  "be  it  enacted"  tha 
following  words,  (wbicb  he  read  to  the  Com  tail* 
tee,)  viz:  *"  That  an  set  entitled  an  act  concern- 
'  ing  tbe  cammereiml  intercourse  between  tbe 
'United  Slates  and  Oreat  Briiain  and  France, 
'and  their  dependencies^  aitd  for  other  purposes, 
^  May  1, 1810,  he  and  (be  same  is  hereby 


repeal 
Mr.i 


lied." 


'.  8.  said  be  was  inoll^ed  to  favor  the  amend- 
ment ef  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  on  an- 
other ground.  He  was  not  willing  lo  imply  by 
any  vote  of  his  a  recogniiion  of  the  efficacy  of 
(he  n on- intercourse  law,  so  called,  which,  could 
not,  in  his  opinion,  npon  any  principle,  have  any 
operitive  force,  until  the  20th  of  May  next.  He 
flattered  himself,  if  gentlemen  would  be  so  good 
as  to  attend  to  bint,  (hnl  he  sboald  bi  able  to 
demODsirate  to  tbeir  satlsraciion  tbe  iruih  of  this 
poiiiion  ;  and  that  ihe  chairman  of  the  Commit' 
lee  of  Foreign  Relations,  exercising  his  usoal 
candor,  would  himself  be  satisfied.  The  taw, 
Ftt!ited  March  1, 1SQ9,  contained  a  number  of  see- 
tiooi  wiiieh  went  to  prevent  imporiation^  from 
Oreat  Britain  and  France,  and  their  depeodeo- 
cies.  This  law  (eoBiainrng  a  clause  liffliiiog  Its 
duration)  was  to  expire  at  Ibe  end  of  the  next 
session  of  Congress.  The  then  next  session  of 
Congress  endedtbe  last  of  Juoe,  IS09.  The  law 
of  March,  1809,  iherefore,  then  expired.  The 
law  of  May  l!it,*1810,  enacted  that  oertaja  sea- 
tram  of  that  of  March,  1800,  should  be  revived 
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■pon  certain  coniiiif eneJM.  ThoM  teeiloDii,  tKu* 
KviTcd.  ■»  ihe  3d,  4ih,  Stfa,  6ib,  7ih,  8lb,  9th, 
lOih,  tad  18<h.  Mr.  8.  then  rrearred  to  ihcwe 
■eetloas,  and  md  ihe  third,  which  n  ■■  fotiawfi : 

etc.  3.  And  be  it  farther  enaeled,  Thit,  fram  mil 
•flar  Iha  SOth  <l*j  of  Mij  ii«xt,  the  eatrance  of  the 
harbor*  md  watcn  of  the  UnitMt  8U1m,  ind  the  tar- 
ritoriM  Ibereof,  be,  Bod  the  Mine  it  hereby  iDterdicted 
ht  til  (Upe  and  rawab  eaiiing  nnder  the  flag  of  Oraat 
BiitalD  or  PimncaiOi  owned  in  whole  or  in  p«Tt  bj 
•oy  ciloeo  or  Nlgect  of  either — *«e«e(*  hired,  chaiieted, 
or  e.nplojred  b;  tha  tioTcrament  of  aither  oonDtry,  for 
Ihe  aola  purpoee  of  carryinf  Uu««  or  deapatchea,  and 
alio  leaaala  forced  in  brdUtreea,  or  by  the  daDgara  of 
the  aea,  only  axccptsJ.  And  if  any  ahip  or  v«iaal 
■ailing  andei  Ihe  flag  of  Great  Biiiain  or  France,  or 
owned  in  whole  or  in  part  by  any  cillien  or  nibject  of 
either,  and  not  eic^led  aa  aforeaaid,  aball,  after  tba 
aaid  SOtb  of  May  neit,  arrite  either  with  or  without 
■  cargo,  within  tha  limit*  of  the  United  Statu  or  of 
Ihe  lerritoriea  thereof;  snti  ahip  or  leaaal,  together 
will)  the  cargo,  if  any.  which  ma^  be  fbnnd  on  board, 
Aatl  be  forfeited,  and  may  be  WKed  and  condemned 
in  any  court  of  the  United  Statet,  or  the  territoriea 
theretrf,  haiisg  coapeHnt  joriadietion  ;  and  all  and 
•very  act  and  acta  heratofore  paaaed.  which  ahall  be 
within  the  puniaw  of  tbia  act,  akaU  be  aod  the  aame 
are  hereby  rspaalad." 

Ml' S. aaid  it  wamnneeeanrr  isread  ifaaotbar 
aactioDS  to  vrhich  be  had  referred,  aa  the  pbreae 
•logy,  ai  to  the  time  wbeD  tbejr  were  to  take 
•Sect,  wsa  the  aame  as  in  the  teeiton  which  ha 
bad  read.  He  aaid  it  would  not  answer  the  p»F- 
Mse  of  geotletnen  who  hel4  a  di&iirFDl  opinioD 
irDm  hiiD,  ts  ar^ne  in  aoch  a  case  ai  ibe  present, 
from  the  inieotioD  of  the  Legiabture.  He.said  it 
was  a  prinaiple,  io  coattrning  penal  statute*,  to 
eonttrae  them  iiricily.  But  he  laid  it  was  not 
BMcaaary  for  biro,  io  support  of  hii  position,  to 
retort  to  this  rate  of  constrnciion.  Tho  word)  of 
thcaeaevtioDs  are  explicit,  and  tbcmeaoing  nlain. 
They  are  refiTad  ill  the  law  of  May,  1810.  Tber 
■lust  ha  centidcted  as  rerived  ia  todidem  ver- 
fri*— as  the  whole  of  the  aectiona  are  icviTed 
generally,  it  it  not  oompelent  to  My.  that  ooe 
part  of  the  acolion  is  refired,  and  not  the  other 
pwi.  If  ihcy  bad  been  traoscribeJ  terbatim,  and 
iBCorporaied  in  the  law  of  May,  1810,  there  eooM 
kaie  been  im  quettion  ;  and  thtre  can  be  no  dif* 
(crance  as  to  this  point  between  that  case,  and 
miting  tbero  wittioat  excepting  any  pin.  Mr. 
S.  therefore  concluded,  that  as  the  eiprcisToni  in 
ibe  seeilOui  referred  to  were,  that  tbey  were  to 
lake  efieet  the  SOlh  of  May  next ;  and  the  law 
n*iTin{t  them  paiaed  tbe  Ul  of  May,  1810;  that 
they  cannot  have  any  efficaey  until  iheSOtb  of 
May,  1811.  And  be  said  tbe  gentleman  fiom 
Virgioia,  (Mr.  Bppes,)  in  attending  to  this  point, 
had  implied  bis  double  upon  it  bv  saying,  that  at 
there  might  be  doubtt  among  lawyers,  tbougb 
atnong  unlearned  mea  there  could  be  none,  ih« 
OommitiEfrOf  Foreign  Relaiiona,  in  reporting  the 
Wl  DOW  under  contideratinD,  were  ditpoaed  to 
IJTe  a  liberal  eonttruction  to  tbe  meaning  of  tbe 
Legislainre.  But,  aaid  Mr.  8.,  this  cannot  help 
the  natter.  No  new  law,  in  the  naiare  of  >d 
•xpLanatory  law,  can  gire  efficacy  to  the  former 


one,  if  that  law  would  oibarwiae  have  bo  force, 
tf.  Iheo,  be  was  Gorreel  in  bis  idcaa  opoa  ibe 
Kubject,  aitd  he  thought  every  lawyrr  i*  the 
Hoote  must  be  of  bit  onmioD,  Mr.  S.  asked, 
what  ia  tbe  eonatqabnce  1  He  aaid  that,  from 
[he  2J  of  February,  any  seizures  which  hare 
been  or  shall  be  made  by  your  cu»toin-haii«e  c£- 
ccrt,  eannai  be  oonaidereil  as  legal.  Your  Fed- 
eral count  cannot  condtniti  propertj  ao seized; 
and  in  ease  they  are  made,  your  Slate  courts  will 
suittain  aciiont  of  trorer  and  tmpNaa  in  farotef 
the  owners  thereof  an iosl  sneb  officers. 

Mr.  S.  aaid  that  althaogh  he  did  not  *oie  ftr 
any  of  tbeee  laws,  yet,  baring  beea  oar  of  the 
Legislature,  be  felt  bis  ahare  of  mariificaiioa  in 
Rontequeneaof  the  EiluatioQ  in  which  we  were 
pleeeo.  That  this  blunder  must  not  only  expow 
us  to  the  ridicule  of  our  own  ntizen>,  bai  also  of 
foreign  nations.  That  the  law  having  no  force 
or  efficacy,  the  Fresideat'a  proclamatioa  wat 
wilboul  authority.  He  really,  therefurr,thoo(fal 
tbe  beat  way  to  get  rid  of  the  difficulty  was  to 
repeal  the  law^and  be  hoped  genilemea  frotn  all 
sides  of  the  House  would  be  willing  to  throw 
aiide  party  spirtl,  and  onite  In  endeararing  to  da 
teme  wise  thing,  and  thereby  reiiMve  the  inpa- 
lation  to  which,  by  our  blunder,  we  have  tab- 
jeeted  ouraelris. 

He  thought  we  onghl  to  b^in  anew,  and  re- 
move tha  rubbith  oat  of  tbe  way.  We  Bad  been 
going  headlong,  and  progreasing  in  btuodets  ht 
sereral  yeers.  We  began  at  the  session  of  Con- 
greti,  1909  and  1806,  and  owing  to  pride  of  opin- 
ion, or  some  other  cau»e,  our  a&irs  ba*e  been 
growing  worte  and  worse.  He  ihooght  our  proa- 
peel  a  gloomy  oae,  and  he  feared  our  fate  woaU 
be  dreadful,  indeed,  uolesi  we  retraced  ogr  siepa^ 
He  said  there  were  do  natural  enosea  wiiieh  ne* 
ceatarily  produced  our  difficulties.  They  were 
owing  to  our  own  mitmaaagemeDts;  and  if  we 
would  unite  in  changing  oar  coarse,  we  tnighi 
yet  be  prosperotiB. 

Mt.Whiqrt. — Mr.ChalrmaQ;  Thegentleman 
from  New  York  (Mr.  Bmott}  labored  yesterday 
for  three  hours  on  bis  proposed  amendcient  to 
tbe  bill  under  eonuderation, and  exercised  all  his 
ingenuity  toaedaeeBtiDioa  violation  of  ibe  faith 
of  the  nation,  pledged  in  the  net  entitled  "Aa  act 
coneerning  the  eommatcial  ioiercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  Oreai  Britain  and  France 
and  their  dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes. " 
By  (his  act  the  nation  pledged  itself  to  Great  Brit- 
ain and  to  France,  "  tbat  if  either  of  them  tfaeold 
'  torerokeormodi/V 'beiredieta  (hat  they aftoald 
'  cease  to  Tiolate  the  .neutral  eommeree  of  the 
'  United  States,  that  the  Presiden(  ^MiM,  by 
'  proclamation,  declare  tbe  tame;  and  that,  three 
itht  after  the  date  of  said  proclamation, 
'  ,  wares,  or  merchandise,  the  growth, 
or  maoofaciure  of  the  other  tuaion, 

iesordepFndeDciea,«bMiU  be  Imported 

'  into  the  United  States."  The  QoTemmeot, 
strictly  preeetving  her  neutral  cbaranier,  atih* 
same  moment  presented  to  both  nations  (he  »ae 
pioposilion.  and  by  the  solemnity  of  ihai  act,  in 
tbt  fane  ot  the  world,  pledged  the  faith  of  th« 


no  goods,  1 
'  produce,  or 
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nation  to  ib«  faiihrnt  nrfortnaBoe  gf  ih«  aondi- 
tion  ibore  slntrd,  on  their  piri  lo  be  performed, 
io  (he  erent  of  either  Qmi  BriiaiD  or  Fraeoe  m 
rcTokiog  or  modir^riax  their  edioi*  thit  ihar 
sbnuld  oeaite  to  viulace  tbe  aeatnil  eotameree  of 
the  United  State*. 

Prance,  on  the  5ih  of  Augnil,  1810,  did  m  re- 
Toke  her  edicts  that  they  iboald  cease  to  violate 
the  neulril  coTDmerco  of  the  United  Statei  afler 
the  second  def  of  Norenibtir;  aod,  alihouifh  the 
fact  haa  been  eiiablished  bjr  tbe  letter  of  tbe  Duke 
of  Cadore,of  tbe ,5ih  of  Ad^iI,  to  Qeoenil  Arm- 
strong, oor  Minister  it  Pans.  and.  bjr  him  com- 
monicaied  lo  tbePretideat  of  the  United  States; 
and,  although  the  President  did,  b;  liii  proela* 
maiion.  bearing  date  the  second  or  Noreniber, 
in  obcdienee  to  the  raid  act  of  CoDgreta,  declare 
"  that  the  edicts  of  Praaee  violaliDg  the  oeiural 
'  eooimerce  of  the  United  States  had  been  so  re- 
'  vuked  or  modified  ibat,  from  and  after  the  see. 
'  ond  day  of  Nn*ember,  they  would  cease  to  »io- 
'  late  the  neniial  coramtree  of  the  United  States ;" 
whereby,  after  the  expiration  of  three  months 
from  the  date  of  said  proclaniatioti,  by  virtue  of 
the  act  afoTeMiJ,  "  no  poods,  wares,  or  raerohait- 
'diae,  tbe  growth,  prodoee,  or  manofacture  of 
'  Qreat  Britain,  her  colonies  or  depend eoeiea, 
'  should  be  imported  into  the  United  States,  db' 
'  lera  she,  before  the  expiration  of  that  time,  re- 
'  Toked  her  edicts."  Yet,  sir,  this  geDilemao,  lo 
the  bill  on  tbe  table  eontemplaiiaa;  a  faithfal 
exeeoltoa  of  the  Don-interconrie  Taw  agaiaat 
Great  Briiaio,  has  piopmed  an  amendraeat  ib«t 
"  DO  vessel  of  merchandise  shall  he  liable  to  seiz- 
'  ore  OT  forfeiture,  on  aecoaot  of  any  iafraetioD, 
'  or  presumed  infraction,  of  tbe  provisions  of  the 
act  to  which  this  act  is  a  supplement ;"  tliereby 
■ubitantially  to  repeal  Iho  non-intercourse 'act, 
alihongh  France  has  revoked  her  decree*,  and 
Britain  has  refused  to  revoke  her  Order*  in  Coun- 
cil, and  by  the  last  infttrmatioo  from  on r  Minis- 
ter in  London,  every  spark  of  hope  of  their  being 
Kvoked  bad  been  extingaished. 

That  gentleman, arepreseniative  of  the  Amer- 
ican people,  ha*  proposed  ibis  direct  breach  of 
public  faith,  and  as  a  pretext  to  the  onpriaeipled 
act,  has  bad  the  temerity  to  declare  '■that  the 
*  President  had  no  auihonly  to  issue  bU  procla- 
'  matioo;  ihat  the  asaurenees  of  France  to  nitr 
'Government  were  deceptive;  that  ihe  Berlin 
'  and  Milan  decrees  were  not  revoked  ;  and  that 
'  the  non  intercourse  act  is  not  in  force ;"  and 
thus  has  arraigned  tbe  President  foriasning  hia 
proclamation. 

By  the  Constitution,  the  Departments  of  the 
Oovernmeol  are  distinativ  marked,  and  tbe  Presi- 
deui  authorized,  as  Ihe  legitimate  vrgan,  to  di(- 
ehtrge  every  fbnction  of  the  Eieeniive.  Besides 
tbe  non- intercourse  act  has  expressly  anthorizcd 
and  directed  him,  by  proclamation,  to  declare  Ihe 
fact  (if  tha  revocation  or  modification  of  the 
edicts  which  the  belligeieals  were  by  that  act 
invited  to  revoke. 

As  well  might  that  zeotleman  qoeetion  the  le- 
gitimacy of  a  treaty  alter  it  had  been  ratified  and 
Mchicd  by  proclaaaiioa,  or  ap  aat  of  Congreas 


after  it  bad  passed  the  usual  forms  and  been  doty 
published.  Sir,  this  act  of  the  President,  as  to 
every  foot  iiaied,  implies  absolate  verity,  and, 
like  any  other  record,  can  be  tried  only  by  iiself. 

Had  tbe  gentleman  eanteated  himself  with  the 
dise.barge  of  bis  L^islative  duties,  and  indulged 
the  Prcaideat  in  the  exercise  of  his  Executiva 
fuiKtlons,  weabould  have  been  relieved  from  a 
long  speech,  calculated  oaly  to  inculpate  the 
Preaident  and  expose  the  gentleman's  devotion 
to  Great  Britain.  How,  I  ask,  could  the  Presi- 
dent act  a  different  part,  frnm  the  evidenee  in  tha 
case?  The  Duke  of  Cadore.  the  French  Minis- 
ter of  Foreign  Relatioiu  at  Paris,  io  writing  in- 
formed General  Armstrong,  the  American  Min- 
ivtv  at  that  Conrt,  on  the  fifth  of  Auguai.  "that 
'  ha  was  anthorizM  to  declare  to  Lim,  that  tbe 
'  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  are  revoked,  and 
'  that  after  the  first  of  November,  they  will  cease 
'  to  have  effect;  it  being  nnderstood  that, in  cod- 
'  sequence  of  this  declaration,  the  English  shall 
'  revoke  their  Orders  in  Council,  and  renonoce' 
'  the  new  principles  of  blockade  which  tbay  hav« 
'wished  toestablish,  or,  that  Uic  United  State*, 
'  oonjbrmabiy  to  the  aat  you  have  just  comma- 
'  nicated,  shaU  cause  their  right*  lo  be  respected 
'  by  the  English."  General  Armstrong  immedi-* 
atuy  commnniaated  it  to  the  President,  who,  b^ 
ing  thus  in  poaseasinn  of  the  inibrmation,  was  not 
only  auihoriaed,  but  bound  lo  issue  bis  proel^ 
mstion. 

I  woald  ask,  if  this  diplomatic  evidence,  the 
established  mode  of  commnDicaiicn  between  na- 
tions, is  aot  to  bo  received  and  respected,  if 
national  confidence  is  not  destroyed,  and  an  end 
put  to  sU  diplomatic  ioteraouise  3  Was  not  the 
President,  in  good  faiib,  hound  to  believe  the  fact, 
and,  believing  it,  bound  to  act  as  he  did? 

Sir,  if  Great  Britaili  had  made  ib»  like  com' 
munieatioD  through  Lord  Wcllesley  toMr.Pink- 
ney,  and  he  to  the  President,  who  had,  thereupoa, 
issaed  his  proclamation,  what  would  have  beea 
the  conduct  and  laoguage  of  Ibis  genileaun  and 
those  who  ibiak  with  aim  in  political  opinion  % 
Thay  would,  I  have  no  doubt,  been  prepared  to 
eulogtxe  the  President,  sod  publicly  approve  the 
act.  In  this  asaertion  t  am  not  left  to  conjae- 
tore,  but  will  prove  it  by  the  noost  unequivocal 
evidence,  if  tbe  gentlemen  ire  consistent  with 
themselves.  You  will  recollect  that,  by  the  act 
of  the  first  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  niney 
interdicting  the  commercial  intercourse  beiweea 
the  United  State*  and  Great  Britain  and  France, 
and  their  colonies  aoit  dependencies,  after  a  cer- 
tain period,  unless  they  should  to  revoke  or  mod- 
ify their  edtetx  that  they  should  Cease  to  vio- 
late the  neairal  eommeree  of  ihe  United  States, 
the  President  in  the  case  of  either  Power,  so  le- 
roking  or  modifyiog  their  edicts,  was  authorized 
by  proclamation  to  declare  tbe  same,  wberchv,. 
ihe  interdictions  were,  as  to  the  Power  so  revofc- 
iar,  to  be  suspended,  and  in  force  only  against  tha 
other ;  and  I  hope  you  never  will  forget  the  de«[» 
game  that  was  played  by  Great  Britain  on  that 
occasion,  and  the  diplomaiia  trick  that  was  prac- 
tised oa  ou  Adminisimiioa  by.  Mi.  Enuna^t 
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memonblc  trtMr>  The  Preaidoat  then  ptaced 
tiM  fai(h  in  (he  «ei  of  the  Britub  P]eiii)H>- 
pMMiitrf,  ftDd,  oa  ibe  •ipuiii;  of  ittat  treaty 
Vrbieb  revoked  the  Order*  ia  CouDcil,  innnedr- 
kiely  isKied  bi*  proelamMion,  and  iberebr  dis- 
•olrpd  ihecomiDercnl  iDJanciios,  wberebf  Qreat 
Brjiajo  was  supplied  with  the  DweutriM  of  her 
exiitence.  Tfaea  the  Preiideni  acied  prompilr, 
•a  in  the  caie  of  France;  then  b«  aoted  oa  iha 
iafotmation  of  the  Britiih  MiniMer,  ■•  he  did  in 
the  case  of  Prance,  oa  the  inronnatien  of  tfae 
French  Miniiier.  Then  the  ireaiv  reTokin^  the 
Oi^era  ia  Council  waa  rejected  by  the  Btiiiih 
Qo*erDiDeiii ;  bat  now,  in  the  c*«e  of  Praflce,  the 
reTOCaiioiioI  bcr  decree*  heonflrmed  and  earned 
iDio  Tult  efiect.  Bat  the  proelamatioa  in  ibe  csm 
of  France  ix  denounced  by  ihe  g^enilemta  from 
Hew  Yoric  as  neither  formal,  BUbataatiaf,  or  by 
■uthoriiy,  alihoi^b   bj  oomparini;  it  with  the 

rDclamation  in  tbeeaseof  Oreai  Britain,  which 
hold  in  my  hind,  it  wilt  ba  found  formally  and 
aubttaatially  ■  copy  of  it,  varied  only  as  to  the 
Qeverament  to  whoaa  proceeding  it  relaiei. 
Whan  I  auoN  you  that  the  Preaideat's  ptoclk' 
Bialion  io  Ibe  cate  of  Oraat  Briiain  met  wiih  the 
approbation  of  tbe  genilBmaa  fren  New  Yofk 
and  hii  political  friends,  yoa  will  feel  aurpriaed 
M  ibeir  partiality;  but,  when  yoa  eaamine  tba 
naolotion  of  the  Hooat  of  RepreaeniatiTM  np> 
'  prabaiing  the  eoadact  of  the  PrMtdent  in  that 
e««e,  you  will  feel  do  doubt  of  the  fact. 

Sir,  thia  genileman  bu  told  ue,  that  Ibe  non- 
iMerconrae  act  it  not  in  force,  and  that  tbe  Amei- 
loin  people  will  not  submit  to  its  eieeniion,  not- 
VithiUiDdtng  the  revocation  of  tbe  Ffea«b  de- 
ereea,  tba  coniinnation  of  the  Briiiab  Orders  in 
OooDoil,  and  the  President's  inoelamation. — 
Whence  does  this  genilemaa  derive  the  power  of 
dcilarinc  an  act  of  Congress  ddi  in  forc^,  dectand 
by  tbe  PrMideai's  preclantaiion  to  be  in  foree  ? 
Or  in  what  seeiion  of  the  Union  doe*  ihesenile- 
ma>  presame  to  say  the  Amerioau  peoaTe  will 
iMtsttbMii  to  tbe  law?  That  that  geniiemao'i 
ipeecb  was  inlnided  is  sow  sedition  aman^r  th* 
■aopic,  and  i»  eaconnife  iusuliordiBalioa  tu  this 
Uw,  is  too  obvious. 

Bir,  tbe  decraeaof  Prance,  now  th  ay  arc  revoked, 
Htn  to  be  mon  obawuoM  to  that  gentleman 
tbaa  the  British  Order*  in  Conncll,  now  in  full 
fbice.  He  deaounee*  the  Emperorfor  the  Ram- 
beoillet  decree,  i*aued  the  twenty-third  of  March, 
ei^^hteea  hundred  aDd  tea;  wbinh  (ubjetued  the 
sbijpBof  America  to  condemnatioa  entering  tbe 
porta  of  Franea^  wbicb  the  Smperor  declare*  was 
an-aei  of  reialiaiioa;  becauae  Coafrcss  had  by 
tfeeif  act  of  Mureb,  aifthteen  bnndred  and  nine, 
~  awbjeeted  tbe  reaaeU  of  Prance  io  cftndeinnaiiOD 
entering  the  port*  of  tbe  United  Stales,  yet  that 
ocntleman,  when  speaking  of  tbe  British  blocka- 
ding order  of  eighteen  hundred  and  nix,  issaed 
without  even  a  pretext,  which  by  protlamalion 
wiihvut  iBveaimeat  subjetied  onr  shipa  to  cm- 
deaaatioa  entering  the  pone  of  France,  says, 
"wiib  reapMt  to  their  Orders  in  Conncil  I  have 
•Mhingto*ay,a*  to  tbaiijualioe,  or  their  policy." 
Haia  p««pared  to  aondaaiii  Fraoo*  fot  bnr  a<t  of 


though  Sir  William  Scoit,  in  I  Robinson's  Rep. 
page  96,  erpraasly  deeinre^,  "  that  ao  veaael  was 
'  liable  to  oondemnaiioo  for  entering  a  pari  al- 
'  leged  to  be  blockaded,  tinless  it  was  iaveaitd  by 
'  such  a  naval  force  as  to  make  the  entrf  iLeieui 
'  haaardous." 

Sir,  I  am  ao  apologist  fot  Francs — nor  do  I 
knew  bow  any  Ainericaa,  pariiealarly  a  meoibcr 
of  Congres*,  oao  be  the  apologist  for  eititei,  after 
France  and  England  hare  boib  ezpraasly  adoit- 
led,  that  their  Order*  in  Gauieil  and  deerws 
vera  direct  violation*  of  (he  taw  of  nations,  sail 
.id(»pleil  rruQ  acceasity,  as  a  meaauro  of  retaliaiioa 
agauut  each  oiber,  aad  have  each  charged  the 
olber  with  the  firft  aggtesiions  oa  our  ncuiral 
rights.  Oa  examining  (bat  subject,  I  And  that 
England,  by  her  OnTar*  in  Council  of  Uiy, 
eighteen  hundred  and  sii,  hy  prockmation  had 
placed  France  b  a  stale  of  blockade ;  that  France 
in  cighieeB  hundred  and  aeren  had  placed  the 
British  isles  in  a  likeuaBner  in  a  slate  of  Uoekade; 
tbat  Eagland,  by  ber  Order*  in  Couoeii  oJ"  i^e 
eleventiiofNovember,aighteeohuiulrcdaodseTea, 
laid  a  toll  on  ckeuiral  vesacls,  and  made  ihem  paas 
through  her  ports ;  Franca  by  her  decree  of  tbe 
sevenieenih  of  Deaenaber,  eighteen  htmdicd  and 
seven  J  declared  the  veaaets  submitting  [otkatardec 
danatimalized,  and  lawful  prise  j  so  (bat  by  their 
nawprinetple  of  blockade,  and  their  unprincipled 
retalialitw*,  the  eovmeroe  of  iba  United  Staiea 
wMi  eat  dp  by  the  roots.  TU  Ankeriean  Gov- 
ern man  t,  am  tqu*  to  preserve  tba  remnant  of  ilw 
properiy-of  the  Ameriean  merehaat^  that  had 
eeeaped'the  rapacity  of  (be  tyrant  of  the  ocean, 
00  iha  twenly-second  of  December,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  seven,  passe*  the  embargo  law,  wbicj  the 
seditious  cUunsrs  of  Bcriain  arch  traitors  ia  rh* 
EUsiera  Biaica,  the  riolaiion  of  tbe  law  by  trea- 
son and  awaidity,  induced  Congress  oaihe  first  of 
March,eiglileen  hundred  and  nin^  to  repeal,  and 
[opasstbaprBseniaoa-intereoorce  law,  con  tinned, 
under  which  Prance  baa  revoked  her  decree*  of 
Berlin  and  Milan,  aitd  now  eipecia  at  to  fulfil  As 
oimditioa!!,  which  va  volaotanly  irapcaed  oa  our- 
selves, in  the  event  of  either  revoku^  their  de- 


Tbegcailemkn  from  New  York  iasiatiaie*  that 
Ihe  British  Order  in  Couocil  of  May  eigbieen 
hundred  and  six  was  not  coaiemplaied  by  oor 
law.  I  would  ask  tbe  gectleman  wbcibcr  that 
order  did  not  violate  tbe  neutral  commerce  of  tha 
United  Stales?  And  whether  tbe  act  at  Con- 
gress  wbich  declares,  ibat,  on  either  Fraitce  or 
Baglaad  so  revoking  or  modifyiag  (heir  edicts 
vioUting  the  neulral  commerce  of  (be  United 
Staiea,  that  order  is  not  as  compleiely  embnced, 
in  letter  and  in  spirit  as  any  other  Order  ia  Cotln- 
eil  1    Why  ibett  except  it  1 

He  also  insists  that  tbe  Emperor  of  Frane^ 
when  be  revoked  his  decrees,  wttote  ha  says  the 
United  Slatei  shall  cause  th#u  rights  to  be  re- 
specKd,  intended  more  than  the  enfuccing  tbe  non-  I 
inutoouno  Uw.    How  that  gcstlemaB  ccJieeud 
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lU  intention,  bai  from  tb«  letm  or  iha  D)ik«  <tf 
3«dore,  I  Iraow  not ;  ■od  I  am  tare  b*  eoald  not 
toot  that  teller,  which  ujt  '-lam  aDlhvrind  to 
declare  ta  yoa,  lir,  that  ihedeerenof  Bnlwand 
Milan  are  reroked,  and  thai,  arret  the  fixt  of 
'  November,  tbef  will  cease  to  hare  «ffeci ;  it 
'  being  uodcrBtood,  tfaiC  in  cAoaequeaee  of  this 
'  declaration  the  Bn^lisb  shall  rcToke  their  Order* 
*  in^Conneil,  and  rea ounce  the  new  priociplet  of 
'  blockade  wbieb  tbey  have  wtihed  to  eitaUiab  ; 
'  or  that  the  United  States,  cDDforHiably  to  the 
'  act  yoa  hare  just  eatntniinicated,  shall  cause 


oa  «tth«r  of  these  alternatives  7  Or  ean  there  be 
a  doobt  that  the  Biaper«r  wished  it  oD  the  latur, 
as  it  might  lead  lo  ■  collision  betw«ea  the  Uoiiad 
States  and  Orcat  Britain,  If  she  did  not  ravoke 
her  Orders  in  Couaeil  ?  However,  in  order  lo 
pro»e  that  the  Berlia  and  Milan  deereea  are  yet 
in  force  npiost  the  United  Stales,  be  read  a  |Mr> 
agraph  frotn  the  Aurora,  in  which  the  Duke  of 
Cadore,  in  a  report  to  the  Erapernrof  the  third  of 
Def;einber,Ba7R,  "The  orders  of  the  BrtiiakCotKMil 
'  oTertnrnn)  the  eommeree  of  the  world  ;  ike  de- 

*  erees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  repelled  tboae  Mfla* 

*  Straus  novelties.  8ire,  aslaaf;  ail  England  aball 
'  persist  in  her  Orders  in  Council,  your  Majt*t« 

*  will  periistin  tout  decrees.    Your  Hajeat;  will 

*  oppme  to  ibe  blockade  of  the  eoa»t»  nod  (oali* 
'  Dental  Moekade,  and  to  the  pitlan  of  ih«  Mas, 

*  the  eoDlscation  of  English  merebandtae."  '  Did 
be  thus  eippct  to  impose  npon  US'?  Has  Dotlbi* 
report  immediate  relation  to  England,  and  Eng- 
lish merchandises  1  Did  any  man  io  his  aente* 
ever  suppose  that  the  revocation  or  mediSeation 
of  the  decrees  as  to  the  United  States  sbould  ex- 
tend to  all  other  neniral  Power*  7  Or  can  iba 
confiieation  ofEnglish  mercbandiiesbeaoncerTed 
to  affect  the  Uuited  States,  when  he  das  exprcsalr 
nipnlaied,  "not  to  import  any  goods,  wares, 


TaerchaodisesjihegTowibjpToduce^rmanufBetara 
of  Great  Brliain."  The  act  of  CoagreM  is  per- 
fect eridenee,  that  the  rerocation  or  modideation 
of  the  edicts,  so  thai  ibejr  shoold  eetie  Ht  riolaie 
the  neutril  commerce  of  the  United  States,  was 
all  that  was  required,  and  that  the'United  Stales 
shontd  not  import  goods,  wares,  or  merefciMlisBS, 
lh«|T0WTh,  prodoce,  or  ftiannfaeinfe  of  the  Pawer 
rcfuBJDg  to  revoke  her  cilieis.  Iftbegenifetnan 
had  read  all  that  the  Anrora  said,  he  wovM  hare 
•ceo  it  declared,  -  that  the  Berlin  and  Milan  de- 
creet werereroked  as  to  the  United  States.  That, 
Ho  ihe  British  paper  Uoekade  France  had  opposed 
'  hdi  oalf  her  continental  blockade,  bat  her  hlock- 
'ade  bj  file,  bf  bnmtng  British  gdods  and  by 
'  braBdnir  lite  Ttolntor  of  her  customs  in  the  fore- 
'  bnd  with  the  letters  V.  D." 

Be  DOW  ezpreMes  ■  perfect  confidence  that 
Ihe  Berlin  anii  Milan  decreet  are  not  remfced, 
from  I  basiv  letter  of  out  Chargft  des  Affairs,  of 
the  Ilih  of  December  lo  the  Secrelary  of  Slate, 
in  whieh  he  taji.  "  that  about  iha  6ih  uf  Decrm- 
'  b«r  the  New  Orleans  Packet  was  seized  at  Bor- 
'  dnui. under  the  Milan  and  Berlin  deereet ;  and 
'  thu  OB  [ke  lOih  day  of  Daoenbcr  ha  liad  wtiMn-^ 


'  a  Icner  to  the  Daice  of  Cailatc,  reawastiailng 
'  against  it,  is  whiehba  saf^  "  I  am  aure  this  set 
'  will  nu  be  approved  by  His  Mnjetty,  but  that 

<  prompt  maasnrea  will  be  taken  lo  correct  iu"  If 
the  act  had  bean  ia  violation  of  our  rights  by  an 
olficiM'  of  ibe  Qoverameat,  it  oaghi  not  to  ba  <is- 
crihedtathaQorcrnroent,  until  ibe  case  had  been 
oorrecilr  stated  aad  tedreai  denied ;  but  we  forta- 
oaiely  tMve  a  fall  statement  of  tb«  caaa  from 
Mr.MyersioarCoatKt  at  Bordeaax,of  iheftth  of 
December.  >'Tbe  brig  New  Orleans  Packet,  of 
'  New  YarkiWiihaaaigoof  ptoTiaions,«iMl  luce 
'  hundred  bags  of  cocoa  oa  board,  bound  to  tbo 
'  Meditaitaaeap  tot  a  market,  went  to  Oibraliar, 
'  whcre,'afteT  lying  soma  time,  she  eame  to  lUs 
'  port  where  she  haa  baea  st^neMCied."  Ha  alao 
(Utea,  that "  the  sahoaacr  Ptiaaditiip,  of  and  fntn 
Ballimore.wilkaeargnof  aofiiraand  campMcby, 
is  acrived  fira  daysago  ia  this  river."  Ha,«n 
ih«  14lh  of  Decsmher,  says,  '^iba  brig  Orleaaa 
Packet,  meatieoed  in  my  former  lettar,  has  sinca 
bceg  aeizetl  bv  the  eolleciw,  aad  her  eargo  has 
bcea  put  in  taa  Imperial  eastom-houBC."  The 
schoonar  Piiandship  ha*  hcaa  acquealercd  i  tal 
the  Consul  does  not  uiwr  a  complaial  agaiaal 
France.  Mei  he  fcoaw  ifaat  by  oar  agrcsmcnt 
with  FraaoB  wa  had  no  right  to  import  any  goods, 
wares,  at  mcrohatubae*,  uie  gi»wib,  produeo,  oi 
maoB&elofe  of  Graat  Britain  or  her  ^epeaden- 
ciea;  that  ane  of  them  liad  juti  eofne  from  Qih- 
raliar,aad  thai  they  were  both  laden  with  Brit- 
ish coloeial  prodaee^  prohibited  by  the  act  of  Con- 
Ktesa  of  the  Itl  of  May,  and  also  liable  to  be  faurat. 
Thus,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  find  frotii  a  full  exami- 
nation of  the  eaaeia  the  Anrora,  and  from  a  fall 
ttatomeat  of  the  eaia  of  the  New  Orieant  Paekcl, 
'ihera  is  noeaidraea  that  tha  decrees  of  Bariin 
aad  Mitsaare  aoi  tarred;  wWak  tha  «eaUe- 
■aao  seems  so  dosiroas  to  establish  agaiaiMtlie 
Prasideni's  proebmaiion.  Aad  why  this  aolitl- 
tHde  7  1  aaa  find  an  other  laasoa  for  it,  b«t  tbmt 
it  may  impeach  the  British  Cabiaet — for,air^.we 
know,  that  Mr.  Canning  nmared  Ur.  PinltBAy 
that  the  British  Orders  in  Conaeil  iboald  be  (»• 
voked,  on  Ihe  revocation  of  Ihe  dacreasaf  j^aeo 
which  had  pTodaeed  them ;  thatMr,  Erikiaepaa 
the  same  akanraaec*,  and  ia  tba  ttdcmn  form  of  a 
treaty,  and  that  these  aasmaDcas  had  latalr  hacn 
iweated  by  Lord  Wrtlmlcy  }ret,a[terlhodaeraes 
of  Finaca  arc  ravokcd,  in  iho  faoa  of  all  these 
aaauranofls,  the  Ordara  in  Coaaail  arc  ooniiaiMd  t 
aad'  Mr.  Pinkney  tells  lu  there  is  ao  ezpeatairoa 
that  ibejr  will  faa  revoked;  and  he  adviaas  -the 
United  Biaiat  to  lake  high  ground.  Sir,  there  is 
no  relianee  on  their  promises ;  they  have  nni- 
Ibrmly  declared,  that  Ihe  French  deereet  were 
ihceantoof  their  Orders  in  CoonciLwhichshoald 
be  withdrawn  on  the  revocation  of  the  deeraes 
of  France)  and  y*l  they  are  coniiaued  In  fnll  ope- 
ration Bgninat  us.  On  the  other  bead,  Cham- 
pagny,  in  a  iell«r  of  the  22d  of  Augtut,  1809,  tells 
QenenI  Armstrong :  "  That  the  atbiirary  aeia  of 
'  Qreat  Briiflin  had  forced  Fnaceintomaaturaa  of 

<  reprisal.  Lei  England  revokeherordertofUock- 
'  ada  of  May  1806,  against  Prance,  France  will  re- 

' '  Toka  hw  Biilia  daetea  of  1607,  agaiast  fiaglaiid. 
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'  Let  Bngltnd  reroke  her  srdn  orNoramber  1807, 
'  kod  tb«  MiUn  ilrcrM  of  December  1807  wM  fall 
'  of  ittelf."  Thne  DMnranaea  made  b^  Koglaod 
«nd  by  France  induced  tbe  United  Slate*  lo  pan 
the  aot,  under  the  faith  of  which  ths  decrees  of 
France  bare  been  revoked.  Yel,  alihough  Mr. 
Enkine's  treair,  which  be  inmied  to  the  lest 
was  made  agreeably  to  ibe  latter  and  siiirii  of  his 
ioctruciiou^  re*okinet  the  Orders  in  CoDncil,  has 
been  rejected  bf  the  British  Oorenmant ;  a  treaty 
wbiah  cverf  we4l  iDforined  American  belieres 
was  madeforibatemporirr  purpose  orremoriDj; 
the  cominereial  restrictiont,  witboat  anf  Inlen- 
tion  to  ratify  the  ume ;  and  stthouth  Franca  hi 
reteked  ber  decree*,  viulatiog  the  ocatral  con. 
nterce  of  the  United  States,  whereby  weare  bound 
to  carry  into  effect  ihsnDD'iDtercouriie act  against 
England,  we  find  honorable  gentlemen  on  this 
floor  exercising  all  their  taleut  to  provi 
not  in  force,  or  to  effect  a  repeal  of  it,  or 
an  opposition  in  the  people  to  its  execution,  aad 
ready  lo  auhseribe  to  the  Brilkh  pretext,  that  the 
deereesofFraflcehad  been  the  causeof  the  Orders 
ID  Council,  although  it  inroLved  the  abeutditf  of 
the  effect  preceding  the  causA. 

Bir,  while  Qreat  Britain  find*  ineh  able  adro- 
eates  on  this  floor,  she  will  Eod  no  Deeeuity  to 
redreiBour  wrongs,  but  will  welt  the  issue  of  oar 
procecdlngBin  Congress,  tosee  if  our  remedial  laws 
are  not  repealed,  Of  our  citiiena  excited  to  oppose 
their  execution.  But  weougbtnaiiobaiurpriaed 
at  this,  whan  we  take  ■  retrospeciiva  view  of 
their  conduct,  their  united  and  uoifvrm  oppaai- 
tioo  tothe  Admlniatraiionfornaay  year*.  Tbey 
liaTo  reprobated  erery  measure — Mr.  Krskine's 
Briiisb  treaty  oaly  excepted — and,  os  soon  as  that 
Wat  rejected  by  the  Bniisb  Govemmenr,  a*  bC' 
iag  made  coatrary  to  intiruetioDs,  oor  AdmialS' 
.traiion  was  charged  with  making  it,  knowing 
that  Mr.  Etskine  bad  no  anihortly,  and  with  le- 
ductAg  bin  to  make  it  contrary  to  instructions. 
Afterwards,  when  Mr.  F.  J.  Jackion,  of  Copen- 
hagro  memory,  was  gpnt  o*er  as  a  Ministar, 
while  hi*  hands  were  yet  ttaiaed  With  the  innt>- 
oest  blood  of  the  inhabitanls  of  Copenhagen,  and 
insulted  the  Adroiuistratioa  wiib  the  charge  of 
making  the  treaty  with  Mr.  Srskine,  knowing 
that  he  had  no  authority  ta-make  it,  and  after  the 
peicmptery  MsereratioQ  "that  Qovernment  had 
no  such  knowledge,  that  with  MKh  knowledge  no 
inch  arrangement  would  bare  been  made  "  aad 
"  thai  no  such  iDBinuation  eould  he  admitted," 
be  replied,  "  that  be  made  do  inainaatioa,  with- 
out being  able  lo  aobsianiiate  a  fact,  and  in  that 
I  must  coDlinue;"  thereby  iienevering  in  the 
charge  of  falsehood  in  the  Ad  minis  I  rati  on,  for 
which  he  wa*  dismissed.  Again,  our  Qovern- 
ment  was  expressly  charged,  with  knowing  that 
Mf.  Bnkioe  bad  no  authority,  and  with  disniiss- 
iog  Mr.  Jackson  without  any  jutt  cause  j  that  hi* 
charge  was  true,  and  that  In  this  the  Oorernmeiit 
aet«d  voder  the  influence  of  Prance.  In  order  to 
make  aocb  an  impression  on  the  pnbHe  nind, 
Mr,  Jackson  is  treated  with  uncommon  alientioa. 
When  he  arrives  at  &itimore  beis  surrounded  by 
toriaa,  toyaliata,  Bucriiaa,  and  firiiiih  agenti,  and 


treated  with  great  politeness — when  b«  airives  in 

Philadelphia,  he  is  oferwhelmed  by  ibe  ciriliiiei 
of  refugees,  tories,  Burriies,  and  United  States' 
Bank  direcion— when  he  arrivea  «l  New  Yoik, 
he  ii  received  with  open  arms  by  a  set  of  briigi 
of  the  same  description,  who  in  vile  bim  to  a  pab- 
tio  dinner,  and  to  test  their  ailaebment  to  Uk 
British  Government  treat  bitato  "  Qud  save  the 
King" — when  he  reaches  Bokiou,  there  is  gml 
parade  indeed ;  he  is  welcomed  to  tbe  eily  by 
tories,  traitors,  disorganiiert,  and  emburga-trak- 
ers,  and  Fanueil  Hall,  once  the  CouacU  Chin- 
ber  of  the  patriots  of  the  Revolutiou,  is  prosiiia- 
[ed  to  the  disgraceful  purpose  of  a  public  disiwr 
lo  this  disgraced  Minister,  and  there  we  aee  a  dit- 
linguisheq  Senator  of  the  United  States  teitlog 
bis  loyally  by  the  toast  of  '^  Britain's  fast  an- 
chored isle,  the,  world's  last  hope."  After  this 
hatly  review  of  the  past,  we  ought  not  to  be  sur- 
ptiatd  at  any  measniea  that  may  be  taken  agaioH 
the  Administration,  wben  Great  Britain  is  in  the 

It  is  not  lottg,sir,Hinee  tbclatc  Administiaiioii 
was  charged  on  ihii  floor  with  being  moveJ  by 
an  invisble  hand;  I  wish  I  could  p«y  (he  honor- 
able genileioaa  from  New  York  even  that  com- 
pliment, for  KallT,  Mr.  Chairman,  bad  I  by  ao- 
cideot  been  placed  in  this  Hati,  without  knowing 
where  1  was,  and  heard  the  speech  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  1  ahoold  bave  suppoaed 
myself  in  some  great  council,  and  that  chat  gen- 
tleman was  a  Biitub  advocate  zealously  discharg- 
ing the  functions  of  bis  vocation.  Sir,  he  ha* 
told  Ds  ibat  our  restrictive  lyitem  and  the  em- 
bargo were  bad  policy,  thai  ai  lo  Bngland  they 
had  no  effect.  What,  t  would  ask,  would  be  evi- 
dence to  bim  of  an  effecti  Were  the  immense 
riot*  of  the  English  manufacturer*  thereby  luroed 
out  of  employjneot  nothing?  Wa*  the  King's 
descending  from  the  throne  to  iune  a  proclamaiion 
making  Halifax  a  free  port,  and  inviting  the 
Americans  treasonably  u>  trade  to  it,  eren  with- 
out ship's  papers,  noihingl  Was  it  nothing  to 
commit  misprision  of  treason  hy  seducing  oor 
citizens  to  ,tbe  treasonably  feeding  oat  enemies, 
thereby  giving  them  aid  and  comfort  1  Was  the 
reaoning  a  British  murderer,  sentenced  to  the 
gibbet  at  Detroit  fur  kilting  an  American  eitixen 
m  the  execuiion  of  ibe  embargo  law,  nothing; 
when  in  good  faith  he  was  bound  to  have  caused 
ihat  murderer  and  those  ttaitors  to  have  been 
delivered  up  lotbe  United  States,  that  they  mighi 
have  been  braughi  to  condign  punishmeni? 

Can  there  after  this  be  a  doubt  of  the  powerful 
efijectsof  the  restrict ive  system  I  Or  does  any 
doubt  thai  the  embargo  law,  had  tlbeen  can- 
linued  for  twelve  month*  more,  and  (be  Ameriean 
people  had  been  faithful  to  ibemselvei  in  the  exe- 
euciun  of  it,  that  ibe  desired  efieel  would  not  hare 
been  produced  ?  I  presume  aoL  Can  the  gea- 
iteman  from  New  York  expect  os  to  adopt  his 
amcndmeol,  aftei;  the  nation  bat  pLed^d  itseJf 
by  their  voluntary  lender  of  lerms,  which  hare 
been  accepted,  and  that  acceptance  declared  by 
proclamation?  I  am  sure  this  House  will  dis- 
dain so  peifidiou)  a  poliay  and  reject  his  propo- 
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■itioB  Titilaiif«  of  naiianftt  faith  aad  DtfioiMl 
bonoi. 

Mr.  RfliA  sDppoTted  (lie  motioa  to  strike  out 
lb«  whole  of  the  bih,  oo  the  ground  that  to  pass 
aneh  a  bill  would  be  a  breach  of  our  faith  with 
France. 

Mr.  Bibb  moved  that  the  Commiltee  rise  lo 
allow  further  lime  for  reflectioQ  on  the  subject, 

Mr,  Gahdenier  opposed  the  molion  on  account 
of  the  critical  state  of  the  mereaatile  world, 
which  required  an  iaimediMe  decision. 

Mr.  Bacok  laid  he  should  rote  for  the  molion, 
because  he  found  it  waa  irapouibre  to  get  at  the 
qucniion.  The  bill  bad  beta  before  the  House 
several  days,  aad,  instead  of  receiriac  a  deci»reD 
on  its  meriti,  had  been  met  by  moiioDs  not  in- 
tended foriheretief  of  our  men;h8n(s,but  the  em- 
barrassment of  their  ptoceedines. 

Mr.  doiNCT  said  that  a  stibject  of  this  kind 
ought  to  be  fully  discas!<ed;  and  jio  objection 
could  arise  to  the  loss  of  time  thus  emploved. 

Several  senilemen  wished  10  speak  lo  the  mer- 
ils'of  the  bill ;  but  Ih£  Cbairman  cooSned  tbe  de- 
bale  to  Ibe  queslioD  of  the  Commitiee'i  rising. 

The  Comniittee  rose,  ayes  62,  and  were  re- 
fused leave  to  sit  again,  ayes  35. 

Mr.  Efpeb  moved  to  lake  up  the  bill  in  the 
House  ;  but  a  motion  to  adjourn  prevailed,  59 
to  61. 


Monday,  February  1 1. 

Mr.  Sturbbs  preaeuied  stindrT  petitions  of  tbe 
inhabilaots  of  the  city  of  Naw  York,  to  tbe  same 
effiactwith  the  petiiioa  of  the  Synod  of  Piits- 
bur^,  presenied  the  fourth  ultimo,  which  were 
referred  lo  the  Commiltee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
bill  to  amend  an  aci.  entitled  ^'An  act  regulaiiog 
ibe  Post  Office  Eiiablishment." 

On  molion  of  Mr,  Setbert,  a  eommitiee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  mak- 
ing a  further  appropriation  for  the  support  of  a 
Library ;  and  that  the  eommiliee  have  leave  to 
report  by  bill,  or  otbetwise.  Messrs.  Sgtbgrt, 
GooDwvN,  and  Elt,  were  appointed  tbe  said 
comniitiEe. 

A  molion  was  made,  by  Mr.  PotnoBSTER,  that 
tbe  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

BeMioed,  That  tha  CommiUve  on  the  PnbUc  Lands 
b«  insUtlctad  to  inquira  into  Ibe  eipediencj  of  pioviil- 
ing.  by  UiT,fai  the  fiaol  ■djustiuant  of  clauos  to  limilil, 
and  for  the  dispocal  of  tbe  lands  of  tbe  United  Statei, 
lying  north  of  tbe  Ibarrille  and  the  Lakea  Maurepaa 
and  Pantchajtrain,  westof  themer  Peidido,  and  south 
or  tbe  Miraiaeippi  Territoiy  i  and  thst  the  slid  com- 
mittes  hiTB  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherniBe. 

And,  on  tbe  queiiioD  that  the  House  do  agree 
to  the  said  resolution,  it  was  determined  in  the 
neftitive. 

The  8?E4KEB  laid  bpfore  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Governor  of  Ohio,  commnnicetiog  in- 
formaiion  of  the  ratification,  by  the  Legislature 
of  that  Slate,  of  the  ameodmeni  proposed  by 
Congress  at  theii  last  session,  lo  the  Coostitution 
of  the  Uaited  Stales,  tespeet'ing  titles  of  nobility; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  oik  the  Uble. 


Tbe  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
making  a  further  distribution  of  such  laws  of  (he 
Uoited  States  as  respect  tbe  public  lands,"  wai 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  tbe  Coramliiee  of 
the  Whole  to  whom  is  eoinmitied  ifae  bill  ot  ibis 
House  for  the  dispoHl  of  certain  copies  of  a  col- 
lection of  the  laws,  treaties,  and  other  documeota 
relative  to  the  public  lands.  , 

Mr,  BAaaETT  ceporied  resolutions  recommend- 
ing the  printing,  for  ibe  use  of  the  members,  Ihe 
eolleetion  of  Farliameniaty  precedeais  made  by 
Mr.  Lambert,  and  allowing  him  cOmpeoaalion 
iherefor.^Hcferred  toaCommltieeof  theWhota. 

The  following  engroated  bills  were  read  a  third 
time,  and  pasted : 

Tiie  hilt  euthoriaing  the  rleetton  of  aberiff*  in 
the  Indiana  Territory  ;  the  bill  authorizing  the 
dlKharge  of  Nathaniel  F.  Posdiok  from  iroprison- 
meoii  thabjil-in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  "Ad 
act  supplementary  to  Ihe  act  concerniog  Consuls 
and  Vice-CoDsuIs,  and  for  the  further  protection 
of  Aniericaa  seamen."  , 

BANKS  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

The  bill  lo  incorporate  the  aobsoribers  to  the 
Farmeia'  Bosk  of  Alexandria,  waa  read  the  third 
time. 

Mr.  Smilib  asked  for  tbe  yeas  and  nays  on  tbe 
passage ;  which  were,  fui  the  bill,  70  j  against  it, 
96,  as  follows: 

Ym-^Lemnel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  Jan.,  Wil- 
liam T.  Barry,  Borwell  Binelt,  Ahijah  Bigslow, 
James  Breckenridge,  William  Butier,  Martin  Chitten- 
den, Maiden  Claj,  Richard  Cotts,  Jahn  Dsvenpart, 
jnn.,  John  Dawson,  Willism  Ely,  Jamea  Bmott,  John 
W.'Eppea,  William  Fiodlin,  Jonathan  Fiik,  Bantllai 
Gannett,  Oideon  Gardner,  David  8.  Oarland,  Tbomaa 
GhblaOn,  Charlea  Goldsboiongh,  Petenon  Ooodwyn, 
Tbomaa  R.  Gold,  Edwin  Qray,  I>aniet  Heiater,  WQ> 
liain  Helme,  James  Holland,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard, 
Jacob  Hafty.  Ebeneuir  Uunliitstan,  Ricbanl  Jackaon, 
Jilnior,  Robert  Jenkins,  RicbARl  H.  Johnson,  Tbomaa 
Kenan,  William  Kennedy,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Edward 
SU  Lob  Livormoro,  Hobsrt  Lo  Roy  Livingston,  John 
Love,  Vincent  Matthens,  AtcbibaU  McBryde,  William 
McKinley,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  WiUiam  Milnor,  Jen- 
Diiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moselej,  Tbomat  Newbold, 
Thomas  Newton,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr., 
Peter  B.  Porter,  Josiah  Quincj,  John  Rhea  of  Tennes- 
see, Samuel  Ringgold,  ^beneier  Sage,  John  A.  Scutl- 
der,  Daniel  Sbefley,  Dennis  Smdt,  Oeorge  Smith,  John 
Bmitb,  Jamea  Btephensan,  Lewis  B,  Siorgea,  Samuel 
Tsggart,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Nicholas  Van 
Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  RenNe- 
laer,  and  Laban  Wheaton. 

Nits — Joseph  Allen,  William  Anderson,  Giekiel 
Bacon,  Daniel  Blaiadetl,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown, 
Joseph  Calhoun,  John  C.  CbnmberlDin,  Willism  Chim- 
berlLn.  Epaphrodilus  Cbampion,  Langdon  Chevea, 
William  Crawford,  Joseph  Desha,  Meshack  Franklin, 
Natbaotel  A.  Hsien,  Walter  Janes,  Aai:on  Lyte,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  Samuel  McKee,  Bamuel  L.  MiichlU, 
Thomaa  Moore,  John  Nicholson,  Benjamin  Pickman, 
junior,  John  Porter,  Matthias  Richards,  John  Hoano, 
Eraatus  Soot,  Ebeneaer  Seaver,  Adam  Sejbert,  John 
Bmilio,  Henry  Southard,  John  Stanley,  George  H. 
Treufe  Biekial  Whitman,  and  Robert  Withertpoon. 
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The  bill  lo  iacorponte  th«  B«nk  of  Potomac 
Tsi  thea  tnd. 

Mr.  McKbb  called  for  ih*  yeas  and  iiayt,  mmI 
iDade  Boue  obKei*aiioBia|[aiBti  tbe  bill;  whicb 
wera  anaocrfd  b;  Meun.  PioiMtn  ami  LovB. 

The  rota  wa»-~yea»  57,  nays  42,  ai  follom: 

Till— JoMph  Alien,  Willtnn  -T.  Bafiy,  Daoial 
BlutdriliJuonBreckmridgt,  John  Campbell,  Epaph- 
NdhiN  Ctiampion.  Hortin  ChhteadaiH  l»hn  Daivaport, 
jam..  WiUiam  Ely,  fame*  Etnou,  WUIhai  FiDdley, 
Tbvaiaa  GholaoR.  ChafteaOoUihanMgb,  Edwin  Oray, 
NcUitliJel  A.  Hafen,  WilHtM  Habnt,  Juwlbaa  H. 
Bobbwd,  BbaoMcr  Hontiaftan,  RkAatd  Jaekno.  jr., 
BobartJaMktMtRidnrd  H.  JabMon,  Philip  B.  Kc;, 
Herman  Knick<rbackar,  Joaeph  Lawk, jooior,  Edwanl 
%  L«  Raj  LinBff^on,  John 
intM. 

. .  MohIcj,  Tbomaa  Newboiil,  Jouph  PearaoD,  Ben- 
jamin PickiaanJaD.,  Timoth;  Pitkin,  Jan.,  Eliiha  &. 
Folter,  Joiiali  Quincj,  John  Rbea  of  Tcanenee,  Sata- 
vel  RingKotd,  Leainel  Baitjer,  John  A.  SeadJer, 
Dennis  Smelt,  John  Bmlth,  John  Bunley,  Janea  9te- 
^enaan,  Lewie  B.  Suriea,  Samad  T*OTait,  Jahn 
TbompaM,  Uri  Tree;,  Nichdaa  Van  Dvke,  Archibald 

-      .1         ^  j^  y^^  Reniaelaar,  Laban  Whea- 

stapoon,  and  Robert  Wrifbt. 
Nik  — Lemnel  J.  Abton,  Wilha  AlMon,  jnnior, 
Eickiel  Baeon,  Barwell  Baaett.  Sobert  Brown,  Wil- 
liam Batter,  Joaeph  CeHioon,  Lansdon  Cberee,  Mat- 
thew City,  Jamei  Cocbran,  Wiltism  UrawfonI,  Hioh- 
aid  Ciittf,  John  DaweoD,  Jaeepd  Daaha,  John  W. 
Eppasi  BaniUai  Gannett,  Qideon  Gardner,  PcUnon 
tiMidoya,  Jamci  HoUand,  Jacafa  Bufty,  Walter  Jonqa, 


__  _  iiMoera,JohnNidMibaD,JeluiP«cter,MaUluai 
Bicbanla,  Jsbn  Koane,  Eraetn*  Roet,  Ebeneaar  Sage, 
Ebencaer  Seaver.  Samuel  Sbaw,  Jobn  SmUie,  George 
Smith,  Suanal  Smith,  Cbarlea  Tamer,  jaaiot,  Bdbart 
WbilabUI,  and  Eaekiel  WbUmMi. 

Tbe  bill  TroTn  the  Senaie,  eotiiled  "An  act  to 
incorporate  the  Bank  of  Washington,"  wai  read 
the  third  time  aa  amended;  and,  on  tbeqoeeiion 
tbal  the  Bamedo  pass  a;  arneaded.  it  wan  resolved 
in  the  affirmaiire^yeas  68,  nayi  19,  a>  follow* 

Ysjj»-Joaeph  Allan,  Lfemuel  J.  AIHod.  William 
T.  Barry,  Barwell  Baiaett,  Daniel  BlaiMtell,  Jamea 
Braftenridge,  John  Campbell,  Williasa  Chamberiin, 
La»Kden  Cherea,  Haitin  QUUeulen,  Matthew  Clay, 
William  Crawfaiid,  Richard  Catta,  Jghn  DaTanpurt,  jr., 
Jebn  Dawaen,  William  Ely.  Jamea  Ernott,  WUlian 
Findley.  Banillai  Uannem  Qideon  Gardner,  David  S. 
Oariand,  Tbo«M  Gbolion,  Chaite*  QoUaboroDab,  Pa< 
tenoo  Ooodwyn,  Tbomaa  R.pold,  Edwin  Gray,  Daniel 
HaiMar,  William  HelmaiJonalhan  H.Ifabbald,Ebeiia- 
(cr  Huntington,  Richard  Jackion,  jun.,  Robert  Jan- 
kioa,  Walter  Jonee,  PhiUp  B.  Key,  Herman  Knickar- 


Una  K.    Vm    Saoaelaar,    Ldbea   WhM*am,    Bahwl 

WitberapooB,  and  Robert  Wright. 

NAt»— Willie  Alelan,  jonier,  Eaakiel  Bacon,  Dniil 
Baid,  Robert  Brown,  WiUiam  Bailer,  Joaoph  CibeM. 


Root,  Ebeoeier  ScaTcr,  Jafaa  Bwlie, 
■nry  Southard,  Charlei  Tunier,  jnoior,  and  Robcil 
WbitehUl. 

Th«  bill  lo  incorporate   the  Uoioa   Bonk  of 
Georgetown,  wai  taken  ap>      , 

A  notion  wa*  made  to  adjonrn,  «>d  lort— aye* 
43,  nay*  43 ;  the  bill  wat  tkeo  sooe  (hro^h,  lad 
laeed-— yeaa  51,  oayi  41,  aa  Cmiowb  : 

--       -    apbaO,  WBm 
Martm  ChiUM- 


YnM-^Ahikh  Bi 
bamberhn,  Maphi 


»A 


.  Vincent 


Chamberlin,  ^wphi 

daa,  Onward  CM,  iefan  Dsietwon,  jr., 
iameaEnutt,  William  Findlay,  Cbaifea  OotUx 
ThoraaiR.  Gold, Edwin  aiay,DaaielH^t8T,Williua 
Hclma,  Jonathan  H.  Huhbaid,  Ebcnoscr  HanliBglaa. 
Ridard  Jackaon.jaOn  Robert  Jankiiu^  Pbiln>  B.  En, 
Herman  Knickenaekar,  loacph  Lewia.  jr..  Sabot  La 
Roy  LiWegiton,  John  Love,  Matthew  Lyon.  Vin 
Mattbewi,  Aleiander  McEjic,  Willwm  Hibur.  J 
niah  Horrow.JonathanO.  Moaeley, Thomaa  IVewboU, 
Joaeph  PearaoD,  John  Porter,  Eliaha  R.  KiltcT,  Joaiab 
<tuiDcy,  John  Rhea  ofTenaeeeee,  8a«ael  Ringgold, 
Ebeneier  ttage^  Jidin  A.  Scoddar,  Daud  Sbeby, 
Dsnnii  Smalt,  John  Smith,  Ridwrd  ITlaidmil  Jemea 
Stephenaon,  I^wia  B.  Stutfei,  SaniMl  T^gait,  John 
Tbompaon,  Nidii4e*  Va«  Oylie,  Archibald  Van  Hon, 
Laban  Wheaton,  and  Jamea  Wilaon. 

Nile— Joaeph  Allen,  WiHi*  Ablon,  janioi,  Bonrell 
Biaaett.  Daniel  BlaiadeU.  Robert  Biowk,  Jeaiph  Cal- 
hoan,  Matlfaaw  Claj,  William  Ctawfad,  Kcfcard  Cntia, 


liBCkaT,  Joaeph  Lawia,  jr,  E!dI*a^ 


Jonatban  O.  Moieley,  Tbomaa  Newbold,  Joaeph  Pear- 
ion,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  John  Porter,  Joaiah  (jnincy, 
John  Rbea  of  Tenneaiee,  Saoiue]  Ringgold,  Ebrnezer 
Sage,  T^mnel  Sawyer,  John  A.  Scudder,  Daniel  Shef- 
fey,  Dennii  Bmett,  George  Smith.  John  Smith,  Jamea 
Slephenion,  Samuel  Taggart,  John  TboupuM,  Uii 
Tracy,  Nicholaa  Tan  Dyke,  Arebibald  Van  Horn,  Kil- 


Goidoa  S.  Humfonl,  Tboowc  NewtM,  John  Nt-Jioi- 
aoa,  Benjamin  Pii:ki»an,jr.,  Matthiaa  Bichatda,  John 

"*    -    Hoot,  r     -    -  -    ■ '-  =  - 


TvtaBav,  FotniMrj  VL 
A  meaaage  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoim 
that  the  Senate  inaiit  on  tkeir  anendmeai  rfi«- 
^eed  to  br  this  House  to  th«  bill,  eniitM  "  Aa 
act  to  enable  the  people  of  tbe  Territory  of  (Mean 
to  form  a  eonstituiion  and  State  goreromeni.  and 
for  Uic  tdmiuion  of  tucb  S^ie  into  the  Unioo 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  on'^ul  Siatea,  and 
for  other  putpoiei."  They  hafe  paoed  the  hill 
from  tbii  House,  pTorldinr  for  tbe  remOTsl  of 
the  land  office  eatabltshed  atT{athrille,  in  theSiate 
of  TeoDettee,  and  Canton,  in  tbe  Stale  of  Ohio, 
and  to  auiborixe  the  Regisler  and  Receiver  »f 
Publie  Money*  to  soperintend  the  public  saiea  of 
land  in  tbe  diilriet  east  of  Pearl  ri*rr,  with  antnid- 
ments.  They  have  also  pasted  a  bill,  entitled  *An 
act  in  addition  to  an  aet,  entitled  '  Aa  act  to  amend 
the  Judicial  System  of  the  Unhed  Suies."  To 
which  amendments  abd  bill  they  desire  tbe  con- 
cnrrence  tJtbii  House. 
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A  motioD  was  niBde  bf  Mr.LoVs,  that  Sht 
House  do  now  proceed  lo  eotuiiJrr  a  reaolDiioo 
sabmiited  by  hiin.  oa  the  I9ib  ultioio;  nod  ibe 
queaiton  beja;  taken  ibereoH,  it  waa  determfad 
in  the  npgaiive. 

The  Hoaae  molted  iUelf  into  a  Commiilee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bttl  for  tbe  iplief  of  Peter  Au- 
drain. The  Conniittee  rose  and  reported  the  bill, 
whieh  ms  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Houfe  re«ol*ed  itself  into  a  Commiltee  of 
tha  Whule  on  the  bill  relative  to  tha  diBtribation 
of  the  lawi,  Ireattes,  Sex.  The  bill  wai  reported 
with  ■mcndm«Dt«,aDd  ordered  to  a  third  raadioit- 

Tb«  Hotue  reioUed  itfclf  into  ■  Committee  of 
(be  Whide  od  the  bill  for  ettaUuhiag  nsTal  h**- 
piuta. 

On  the  motioB  of  Mr.  Biaasrr,  the  bill  vat 
RtneDded  in  the  first  aeeiioiLso  as  lo  appropriate 
•90,000  ODt  of  the  Narr  <'a»<^  alone,  to  the 
purposes  of  the  bill.  The  bill  was  reported  4s 
■meaded,  and  ordered  to  be  engrosaed  for  a  third 
readtog. 

C0SP8  OP  ENQINEERS. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,'  makiag  farther  pro- 
vision -Tor  the  Corps  of  Bngineeiv,  wu  read. 
J  This  bill  goes  10  iocrrase  the  corps,  ttaH  learet 
iscretiooarjr  with  thePresideDt  where  to  tocile 
the  acadenjf.f  ' 

Mr.  FiBK  mored  a  rijeciioD  of  the  bill.  This 
motion  was  opposed  bjr  Mr.  Desba.  A^  th'e  tag- 
gestioo  of  Mr.  Pitkin,  Mr.  Fibs  gave  way  to  a. 
motion  to  refer  the  subject  lo  a  select  committee. 
Mr.  Lovfi  moved  s  reference  lo  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole.    Mr.  Poster  mentioned  the 


lee  OD  that  imri  of  the  President's  Message  rela- 
tive lo  ihaMililarT  Academy.  Oo  these  motions 
a  debate  arose.    The  bill  was  a^ain  read.    Mr. 


LoTB'a 
referred 
Porte  a. 

THE  SUPREME  CODHT. 
The  bill  from  the  Senate,  proposing  to  aathor- 
Ize  the  three  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  now 
present  to  hold  a  coun.  &c.,  was  read. 

Mr,  Rbea,  of  TeDoesaee,  said,  the  bill  con- 
tained a  pttnctple  which  he  never  would  agree  to 
saaclioD.  It  will  be  found,  if  the  law  esiabliib- 
ing  the  judicial  courts  be  adrerted  to,  that  then, 
when  there  were  only  sit  juilicss  or  judges,  four 
of  ihcm  were  necessary  to  eonstiiuie  a  qooiam. 
This  was  a  majority,  indeed.  This  bill  goes  to 
anihwiae  three  Judges  to  hold  the  Supreme  Coun 
—a  number  less  loan  a  majority,  inasmuch  as 
thereare  now  scTen  circuits  in  the  United  Slates, 
and  of  course  there  are  or  ongbt  to  be  seven 
Judgea.  The  bill  contemplates  an  innovation 
which  isfringes  the  fuodamenuil  principle  of  ma- 
jorities—a  principle  which  never  ought  to  be  sub- 
reried,  in  lelatioa  to  a  Legislative  or  Judicial 
body,  Uy  QbjecttoD  to  iha  biU  is  on  ptiikciple— 
eonsideraiioQs  foreign  lo  that,  affect  me  noL  1 
therefore  move  that  the  bill  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 

ODlbismotioDadUeassioDtookplaee.   Messrs. 
MBB4,  ^inai,  SoDmaiD,  Bqiwiix,  Ohoi,Mii, 
UttiCoH.SdSsss.— 3i 


Trouf,  and  Montooubht,  were  in  favor  of  the 
posiponement ;  and  Mes-rs.  OoLo,PiTKm,  Lavs, 
BscoH,  WRioBt,  LivERHOBE,  and  Picehah,  op- 
posed it. 

Intupport  of  the  motion  for  iodeGnitepoalpooe- 
meni,  ii  was  nrged  that  it  was  introduciag  a  new 
and  important  principle,  changing  the  highest  tci- 
bunal  of  the  tiaiied  Slates  ;  tut  it  was  a^law  to 
be  passed  on  ihe  spur  of  the  occasion,  (for,  unless 
passed  this  day,it  could  hare  DO  effect,)  which  waa 
always  anobjeClioflBbU  mode  of  proeeetliDKi  that 
it  would  furnish  an  eicuse  to  the  Judges  for  nnt 
attending ;  that  it  was  establishing  a  precedent 
which  might  be  proidoetive  of  aenoos  evils;  fot 
tbey  need  never  hereafter  expaei  lo  see  a  full 
beneh,  if  Congress,  who  were  in  session  when  Ihe 
court  ought  to  meet,  could  be  prevailed  Upon  lo 
pass  a  bill  to  ex<iuse  their  attendance;  and  that 
the  bill  woald  operate  unjusilf  on  the  citizens  of 
Ibe  Distrjci.  who  had  never  apptaled  from  a  beneh 
of  three  Judzes  in  the  District  to  a  heiich  of  three 
Judges  of  ihe  Supreme  Court.  Messrs.  MoHT- 
OOMBRT  and  Thodp  expressed  a  want  of  confi- 
dence in  the  court.  The  latter  said,  thai  five  of 
Ibe  merobeni  of  ihe  court  had,  as  far  as  they  could, 
given  away  eighty  millions  of  the  public  prop- 
erty, (in  the  Yszoo  case,}  and  he  would  not  con- 
fide such  powers  to  a  smaller  number  of  jodges. 

Against  the  motion  for  indeSniiepostponenieat, 
it  was  said  that  three  of  the  Judges  had  been  here 
several  days,  and  no  others  were  expected ;  ihat 
they  might  proceed  lo  decide  on  cases  arining 
wiiDiD  the  District  of  Columbia,  which  were  im- 
potiBotand  preMiflg,an<I  from  a  posiponement of 
a  decision  on  which  great  injury  would  ariw; 
ihat  there  were  also  some  very  imponaut  caaei 
ivhich  would  sufiiir  from  delay,  and  which  ihe 
parlies  would  consent  lo  have  determined  by  these 
three  Judges ;  (hat  no  injury  could  arise  fioia 
such  cases  in  which  l^  parties  had  the  option  <^ 
defenieg  a  decision  till  another  year;  that  the 
Judges  who  were  present  were  gentlemen  of  the 
highest  obaracler,  m  whom  unlimited,  coo  fide  oee 


'he  question  on  indefinite  poatponement  waa 
amrmaiive — yeas  89, 


taken,  and  decided  i 


light  be  placed,  dte. 
TI 

ikej 

ays  23,  as  folh 
Y*AS— Joseph' Allen,  Cemnel  J.  Alston,  Wiiju  Al- 

oa,  jr.,  WiUiam  Andersoa,  David  Bard,  Wilham  W. 
Bibb,  Daniel  Blaisdalt,  Adam  Bo7d,  Jamea  Bradtaa- 
ridge,  Hob^  Brown,  William  A.  Bnrwell,  William 
fiutler,  JouipU  Oalhono,  I.«AgdoD  Cheves,  Martin  Chit' 
tencten,  Matthen  Claj,  Jamei  Cochran,  Ordiard  Cook, 
WiUiam  Crawford,  Richard  CntU,  John  Dawson,  Jo- 
seph D«hs,  William  Finale;,  Jonathan  Fiak,  HaahaiA 
Franklin,  Baniliai  Gannett,  Oideun  Gardner,  Sand  8. 
Uat]an<^  Thomas  Oholion,  Fetaiuin  Ooodwyn,  Edwin 
Oray,  Daniel  Heister,  James  Holland,  Jacob  HaAj, 
Ebeneicr  Huntington,  Richard  Jackson,  }r.,  Ricfaard 
M.  Johnson,  Thomss  Kensn,  William  Kennedy,  Har- 
maa  Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  Jr.,  Hitthew  Lyon, 
Aaron  Ljls,  Nslhaniei  Macon,  Vincent  Matthews, 
Archibald  MeBiyde,  Samuel  McKee,  Alei'r  McKim, 
WiUum  HcEinley,  Pleasant  M.  MiUer,  John  Mont- 
gomery, Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Marrow,  Oordon  8. 
Mnmbrd,  Thomas  Nswbohi,  Thomas  Newton,  Jnaa^ 
Pvmoo,  John  Poitw,  FMar  B.  Porter,  Joatah  ()km9> 
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Jofan  BanJolphi  JohD  Rc>.of  PuiiM7lTU]ia,JohiiRb«a 
nf  TennesBec,  Malttiiu  Ricbsnli,  Samuel  Ringgold, 
Jobn  Rome.  Erutua  Koot,  Jobn  Rou.  Ebrnraai  Sage, 
Tbomas  Bamniona,  John  A.  Scudder,  Ebeneur  Bea- 
Tar,  8b mu el  Shaw,  Dennis  Smett,  John  Smilir,  Grorge 
Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henrf  Southard,  Richard  Stan- 
Ibrd.  Jacob  Bvioope,  John  Thompaon,  tiri  Tncj,  Geo. 
M.  Troup,  Charlea  Turner,  jr..  Nieholur  Van  Djke, 
ArdiiUld  Van  Horn,  Robert  Whitehill,  Jamei  Wilna, 
■nd  Robprt  Wilherapoan. 

Nil*— Eukiel  BaMMi,  Burwell  Baaetl,  AMall  Bfg- 
•low,  John  Ciinpb«ll,  John  C.  Chunb*riain.  WHIiam 
GbRinbvrlin.  John  DaTenport,  jr.,  Willitm  Ely,  Th»- 
Mu  a.  Gold.  Wilbam  Hale,  Nath'l  A.  H«tw,  Bobail 
JaoUna,  Eilw«rd  Su  Loo  LivanMre,  iohn  Lore,  Wik' 
Itan  Miluor,  B«ytnlm  nctaian,  jr.,  Tinothj  Pitkin, 
jr„  Eliaha  R.  PoUer,  UwU  B.  SOiku,  Laban  WIim- 
too,  Eukial  WhiWan,  aad  Sebatt  Wrifbt. 

WBDHsaDAT,  Febraarjr  13. 

Mr.  Root,  from  i6e  commlliee  on  ihtt  pirl  of 
tb«  PresidcDt't  Mesmge  respeciing  the  niititia 
reported  "  A  bill  more  effeciuatljr  i«  proride  for 
armiog  and  diseipliniag  the  miliiia  of  ihe  Unl- 
Ud  Siairs." 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Audrtin,  the 
trill  for  rsiiblishing  naTjr  hoxpitals,  and  the  bill, 
fordisposioff  of  eertaia  copies  of  the  laws,  irca- 
tiea,  eU.,  relilfTe  to  the  puMic  lands,  were  lerer- 
•llj'  read  a  third  time,  and  pasted. 

The  bill  from  Ihe  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Eb- 
enezer  Rollins,  was  twice  re«d,  and  referred  (o 
(he  Commiitee  of  Commerce  and  MaQufaeturcs. 

The  bill  for  the  retnoval  of  Ihe  land  oScea 
ftnm  Nashrille,  Tennenee,  tDd  Canloo,  Ohio, 
■od  BUlhorizing  the  Register  and  R'eceirer  of 
Public  Mooe^i  (0  Btlend  the  ute  of  lauds  io  the 
district  east  of  Pearl  rirer,  was  returned  from  the 
Senate,  with  BmeDdoienls,  which  were  in  part 
•greed  to.' 

The  Honse  resolved  itself  iota  a  Committee  of 
tbe  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  establishing  iradi 
bouses  with  ihe   Indian  tribe*;  which  was 
ported  with  amendments,  anil  ordered  to  a  third 
mding. 

The  HoDse  resolved  itaelf  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  on  (be  bill  dirFcting  tbe  SecrC' 
tary  of  Slate  to  cause  to  be  made  a  general  iodej 
W  the  lawa  of  the  Uoiied  States,  and  to  be  print' 
cd  and  disiriboted.  The  bill  authorizes  10,000 
copies.  The  bill  was  reported,  and  ordered  to 
third  reading. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the 'Whole,  on  the  bill  atiihorizing  ihi 
and  grant  of  a  cetlRin  tract  of  public  land  to  the 
Dvlaursre  and  Chesapeake  Canal  Company. 

Mr.  FzkdLlET  spoke  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and 
Ur.  MiTCHiLL  aninst  It ;  when  the  Commiliee 
rote  tnd  lepor ted  progress. 

TEBRITORY  OP  ORLEANS. 

OO'metion  of  Mr.  M*.con,  the  House  com 
•red  tbe  amendmeot  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
sbliBg  tbe  people  of  Orleans  to  form  a  consti 
lion  and  Siale  Kovernmeni,  &c.,  wbicb  had  been 
objeoted  lo  bf  UiU  House,  and  to  which  the  Seo- 
«M  •Abend.    Tiie  uaeo^ent— <ba  ioaeni—  of 


the  word  "  white"— 4006 ned  the  auSr«(e  in  tbe 
electioD  of  the  eonveaiion  lo  free  "wbiie"  person. 

Mr.  B&aecTT  moved  tbat  the  Houae  ahosM 
recede  from  their  deiermination  to  rrjeci  ibc 
amendment.  Mesor*.  PotoDCZTEB,  Gbolmr. 
Maooh,  Bbeffet,  and  Err^ss,  were  in  favor  of 
ret^diog,  and  Messrs.  SHtUB,  Dawsom,  Piie, 
and  PicKMAH,  oppoted  il. 

The  quesiioa  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pickmah, 
taken  by  f  ea>  and  nays — for  receding  QSI,  agatasi 
it  4S, a* follow*: 

Tais— Joseph  Allen,  Lenael  J.  AMmi,  WilEf  .U- 


■  C«b- 


W.  Sppea,  WUItan  Pikdiey,  MoilMck  J 
xUbu  OaoMtl,  GUaaon  Qudoer,  DmU  S.  Csriul 
Thona*  GhoboB,  Charlca  Gotdabonra^,  PManaa 
Goodwjn,  Wi])uDi  Hebns,  Jamas  HoUukd,  itA 
HuAjt  Eichsrd  M.  JahDwn,  Waltw  Janes,  TboBW 
Reoan,  William  Kennedj,  Philip  B.  Kej,  Rabeit  U 
Roj  Livingston,  Jc4in  l.oii,  Nathaniel  Maeaa,  AiEht- 
bald  McBrjde,  Bsmnel  McKee.  PteaaanI  M.  Miha, 
John  MmlgoiocTj,  Thomas  Moore,  Jei— liifc  ilfomir, 
GurdOD  a  Mniaford,  Tfaooua  New  bold,  noBaaifmr> 
ton,,  John  Nicholson,  Joseph  Peanao,  EEAaB.  Pot- 
ter. John  Rhea  of  TenneMea,  Matthias  RiifaaidsiBaib- 
uel  Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Ebenner  SagaiMui  A. 
Scudder,  Adam  Bajbert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  B^fty, 
Dennia  Bmttt,  John  Smith,  Henij  Sonthaid,  Ridiard 
Stanford,  John  Stsniej,  Jamca  StepheuHa,  Goorge 
M.  Troup,  . Charles  Turnrr.jr.,  Nicholu  Tan  I>;ke, 
KIlMan  K.  Van  Rfnwlaer,  Robert  WeaUaj,  Robert 
Withcrtpoon,  and  Robert  Wright. 

NiTi — Eukiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Abgali  Bi;e> 
low,  Dsniei  Blaiadeil,  lames  Ureckenridge,  Rokil 
Brawn,  John  C  Chamberlain,  Wilfiom  Chambcrlii, 
William  Crawford,  John  Davenport,  Jr.,  WilliaB  Ktj. 
James  EmoU,  Jonathan  Pisk,  Thomas  R.  OoM.  A>- 
tbaniet  A.  Ha*en,  Jonathan  H.  HnUoid,  Wuinaer 
Huntington,  Ricbird  Jackson,  jr.,  Rokert  Jeokms, 
Herman  Knickerbackor,  Aaron  LTln  Vinecnl  M&t- 
thewa.  WUIiam  McKinlev,  William  Kilooc,  Suanel 
L.  Milchill,  Jonathan  O.  Moielej,  BenjamiaKckman, 
jr.,  John  Porter,  Josiah  Quincj,  John  Khe*  of  Peon- 
Bjlvania,  Srtstua  Root,  John  Ross,  T^iomaa  Ssmmotia, 
Lemuel  Saw;fer,  Bbeneier  Seaver,  Jofan  SmiKe,  George 
Smith,  Samuel  Bmlth,  Lowis  B.  Sttuges,  Sannel  Tag- 
gart,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tiacj,  Laban  Wbealoa, 
and  Robert  WhitehM. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act 
making  a  further  dislribniioo  of  «aeh  laws  of 
ihe  United  Stales  as  respect  thepaUie  faods," 
was  read  the  third  thtw,  a*  araeaded,  and  passed. 

TncaeoAV,  February  14 

The  IhII  more  ehoinally  to  provide  for  aming 
attd  diseipiining  the  militia  of  ihe  Hailed  Statei, 
wae  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Comntittec 
of  the  Whole  oo  Saturday  neit. 

Mr.  WaiSBT,  from  the  e(MMNii(ce  appointed 
on  that  pert  of  the  Preaideni's  Mewage.  ai  the 
commeneemeol  of  the  aeasion,  which  reUMt  to 
that  part  of  West  Florida  acquired  by  the  metf 
of  Louisiana,  presented  a  bill  tott  tb«  MtUisb- 
Kou,  gofcnmant,  and  pKHcetioii,  of  the  Uobile 
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Terrhory;  which  *raa  r«a4  twice',  and  eomntit- 
ted  to  a  Commiiiee  of  the  Whole  oa  Hoaday 
Dezt. 

Mr.  Root,  from  the  Commillee  of  Claiina, 
pMarntcd  a  bill  for  the  relicrof  LieuteDBnl  Sim- 
eon Knijrtit ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  comiqil- 
ted  10  a  Commrliee  of  the  Whole  lo  morrow. 

On  inoiioD  of  Mr.  Qbolson, 

Reaolved,  That  the  CommliieR  on  thePoblic 
LiBods  be  tnslruclfd  lo  inquire  into  ihe  expedi- 
ency of  makioK  provisioo,  bv  law,  to  enable  the 
officers  and  loldiers  of  the  Virgioia  liae,  (in  the 
ReToiutloiwrr  war,)  on  Slate  eaiabliihmeDi,  ibeir 
beirs,  or  auigna,  lu  loeate  ihewsrriDIs  which 
they  may  hold  for  laodii  graniad  for  miliiary  ear* 
vices,  oD  laodi  witbia  the  limiii  of  the  lerritory 
reaerved  b;  the  Com  man  wet  ltd  of  Virgioia  for 
her  CoDiiDeDtal  aad  Slate  troop*,  aeeordiog  to 
the  true  imeot  and  meaniog  of  ihe  fifth  ooDdl- 
<iioD  in  the  propeailioD  of  cessioo  froto  Vifpnta 
lo  the  Uaiied  Sntes,  which  fifth  eonditftn  wan 
acceded  to  by  the  Uniied  States;  and  that  th« 


On  motioD  of  Mr.  Seybert, 

Ordered^  That  the  memorial  bf  the  Philadet- 
phia  Chamber  of  Commeirce,  preseoted  oo  the 
ibatth  of  January,  1B03,  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
tniitee  o^  (be  whole  House  on  the  bill  to  secure 
lo  vessels  of  the  United  Stales  an  equal  adraa- 
ta^e  in  exportioft  articles  the  growth  or  produce 
of  the  United  Statei  to  foreign  ports,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

Mr.  Setbest,  from  the  conmitiee  appointed 
on  the  eleremh  inataat,  presented  a  bill  making 
a  further  apnropriatioD  for  the  aopporl  of  ■  li- 
brary ;  whieh  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Bprra,  from  ib«  Coraminee  of  Ways  and' 


:,  presented  a  bill  pronding-  for  the 
ctfectua)  Kcountabiliiy  of  persons  ' 


^ jted  with 

the  ezpendiiure  of  public  moneyi;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  eommtited  lo  a  Committee  of 
tfce  Whole  on  Satardar  next. 

The  Speaker  Paid  before  the  House  a  letter 
ftom  the  Secretary  of  the  Na»y,  transmitting 
sundry  documenij  relative  to  the  ezecuiioa  ot  the 
act  iMssed  at  the  last  session,  "  making  an  appro- 
priation for  tbe  purpose  of  trying- the  practical 
use  of  the  torpedo,  or  submarine  eiplosionj" 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resumed  tbe  consideraiioo  of  the' 
vnGaished  business  of  yesterday,  and  the  ques- 
tion depeudiug  at  the  time  of  adjournment,  to 
wu:  '>  Shall  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Hooae 
nave  leave  to  tit  again  oa  the  bill  from  ibe  Sen* 
ate,  eDiJiled  '  An  act  authoriiing  the  eala  aod 
graot  of  a  certain  qoantity  of  pcblic  land  lo  the 
vhesapeake  and  Delaware  Csttol  Company," 
wis  again  stated,  aad  the  question  being  takeo, 
WM  detetmiDed  In  the  negative. 

An  engrossed  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of 
Slate  lo  cause  a  general  index  of  the  laws  of  the 
wailed  States  to  be  made,  printed,  and  distribu- 
ted, was  read  the  third  lime,  and  passed. 

A  mcatage   fron   the  Senate  informed  (he 


House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  enli- 
tied  ''  Ao  act  making  appropriations  for  the  sup* 
port  of  Oovernmeni,  during  the  year  one  tbon- 
i<and  eight  hundred  and  eleven,"  with  amend- 
ments. They  have  also  passed  a  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  to  establish  tbe  districts  of  Mumphrey- 
msgoc,  of  Oswegatchie,  and  of  the  WhiieMoun- 
tains ;"  to  whicii  amendments  aod  bill  Ihey  desire 
the  concurrence  of  tliii  House. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Eppeb,  ihal  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  auibori- 
xio^  the  sale  and  grant  of  a  certain  quantity  of 
public  land  to  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware 
Canal  Compaov,"  be  recommitied  to  a  Commit* 
tee  of  the  Whole  House;  and  the  question  being 
taken,  it  was  resolved  io  the  affirmative. 

Another  Dotioo  was  then  made  by  fttr.  Eppbb, 
that  [he  said  bill  be  the  order  of  the  day  for  Sat- 
urday next;  aod  the  question  being  taken  there- 
on, it  was  determined  in  the'  negative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr<  Van  Dteb,  Ibat  it 
be  the  order  for  this  day  ;  aod  the  quesiioa  beiog 
taken,  ii  was  resolved  in  Ihe  affirmative. 

The  House  then  again  went  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  eothorixing  the  mle 
and  grant  of  a  certain  tract  or  parcaTof  pubtie 
land  to  tbe  Chesapeake  aad  Delaware  Canal 
Company. 

Ur.  Eppcs  moved  to  strike  oot  Ihe  whole,  and 
insert  a  clause  providing  for  dividing  hMween  ifae 
•everal  States,  according,  to  their  f opnlalion,  a 
oenain  quantity  of  pobiic  lands,  for  the  purposes 
of  incernal  improvement. 

Messrs.  WmonT,  Kt:r,  Ross,  and  Vam  Dtkb, 
opposed  the'  striking  out,  and  Messrs.  EpPEa, 
Efotd.  McKtu,  Hoi-LANO]  and  Soi;TBlkD,  sup* 

.    The  Commiicee  rose,  reported  progress,  and 
obtained  leave  to  aii  again. 

PatnAT,  February  15. 

Mr.  Newton^  from  the  Committee  of  Cob- 
merce  and  Manufactures,  presented  a  bill  lo  annex 
a  part  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey  to  the  eoUee- 
tton  district  of  New  York;  to  remove  the  office  of 
colteelor  of  Niagara  to  Lewisiown  ;  to  establish 
a  new  diatriei,  to  be  called  thediatriet  of  St.  Law^ 
renea;  to  make  Cape  St.  Vincents,  in  the  di>- 
triecofSaekeit's  Harbor,  a  port  of  delivery;  and, 
oot  of  Ihe  dislrieis  of  Miami  and  Mississippi  to 
make  iwii  new  disiricis,  to  be  called  the  disincta 
of  Sandusky  and  Teche,  and  for  other  purposes; 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  lo  a  Com- 
mittee of  llie  Whole  to-morrow. 

Go  TDDiion  of  Mr.  LivERUORS,  the  memorial  of 
sundry  citizens  of  Newburyport,  in  Massachuseita, 
presented  tjie  iwenty-eigfaih  of  January,,  was  re- 
ierred  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on 
the  bill  to  secure  to  American  ve«««ls  an  equal 
advantage  in  ezportiog  artioles,  the  growth  ofth* 
United  SiBies,  to  foreign  ports. 

Mr.  Moaaow,  from  the  Committee  on  ik«  Pub- 
lic Lands,  made  a  report,  in  part,  on  the  report 
of  the  Land  Ctmimiisiooers  for  the  district  of 
Ka^aakia,  rafened  to  item  on  tkeaeeond  ultimo ; 
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which  w*i  read,  ind  reftrred  to  Lhe  CommittM 
of  ihe  Whole  on  Mondiy  neil. 

Mr.  P.  B.  PoHTER,  from  lhe  conimiiiee  to  whom 
waa  referrrd  the  bit!  from  ibe  Senate,  making  fur- 
ther provision  for  lhe  Corpi  of  Engineen;,  reported 
il  wiih  imendineDli.  AmtDgoiber*,  the  power  of 
locating  lo  kcademy  is  propo5ed  to  be  taken  from 
the  Prenideni  of  (be  Uoiied  Staibt,  and  ibe  aead- 
ciuT  fixed  at  8t«tenIs[aod;  ibe  appro pria lion  for 
liuildjas)  il  raited  from  [weniy-fire  lo  forty  thou- 
aaad  dollara. 

The  amendmeolt  were  read  aod  referred  iq 
the  Committee  of  the  Wliole. 

REVISION  OP  PATENT  LAWB. 


Hr.  Bacon  pretented  a  petilioa  of  the  Mam- 
chD»etii  Aasociaiioa  for  ine  en  eou  rage  meat  ol 
luerul  inrrntioaa,  aigBed  by  Benjamio  Dearborn 
their  Preiideot,  praying  a  rFrisioD  aod  ameai^ 
menl  of  ibe  laws  of  lhe  Doited  Staiei  bow  in 
•penttoa  reapeciing  paleoUi  for  ditcoTeries  aod 
ionotioDt.— Referred  to  the  Commiltee  of  tbe 
Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  enconragement  of  leam- 
ipgandthe  promotion  of  uieful  arta. 

The  memorial  b  at  followa: 

That,  boa  long  experieact^  ihrf  have  fennd  that 
the  pniMU  patent  lawi  tra  inMUqaala  to  the  olgeet 
fnpoeed  by  them;  that  the  penailiet  theraui  are 
aoficMAt  to  protect  the  nurilariooi  invcator  fiom 
•nrice  and  rapacity  at,  anprincipled  imii,  who,  in 
deflaace  ol  juitice,  openly  in*a4e  the  pateati  of  tkair 
idlow-dtiieDii  with  a  osafidenca  of  lawani^,  (rom 
the  impoeiihiiity  of  proving,  by  tagal  evidence,  what 
damai*  the  injured  party liai  initaiiied. 

That  thi*  Uw,  intended  to  promote  and  protect 
frorementt  in  the  uti,  ia  Ulurire ;  tliat,  ni|der  iM  uip- 
poeed  protection,  men  of  genina  b»e  been  induced  to 
devote  the  beat  portion  of  ibeir  li>ee  and  iiwtanet 
MakiDi  impronmenlt  in  Tarioaa  aachinet,  by  whi 
aeme  branchea  of  roantdbctore  hate  even  riTallad 
•Ibee  aalionB;  and  that,  to  Ue  peat  veialioa  and  die- 
tppoinWieBt,  the  ingenieqa  artiean  dwioTen  that  kit 
b  the  «nl;  properly  In  the  United  State*  which  it  not 
leoteeled  by  Ihe  laifa. 

That  there  aie  peteou  taeaciated  and  oombiDed  for 
dM  purpoaa  of  daadeetinalj  ]»oearing  maeUoee  in 
aagiutnde,  moitk,  drawinge,  and  apeciftcationa,  of 
the  neat  oeefiil  Aaerican  iaiention^  and  tranmiUiag 
Ihem  If  Gnrope,  and  there  obtaining  patenti  for  the 
aaate,  without  lb«  eoneaneoce,  or  even  the  knowledge 
of  the  American  palenlee.    The  eaaj  aeeee*  ti 


■atenl 

fcriooi 


farioOi  tnffic. 

That  many  TaluaUe  American  diaeoveriee  have  thai. 
been  pinled,  aent  to  Garape,  and  there  pttanted  aod 
MUiibed  aa  Gunman  inrentionB,  la  the  manifeat  in- 
JKJ  of  the  tme  inTentor,  and  derogatory  to  the  honor 
and  ialereit  ef  the  United  Statet. 

That  property,  to  an  immente  amoortt,  it  already 
eeeted  in  patented  machinery,  and  employed  in  variont 
naanbetore* ;  bat  iba  unprotected  state  of  tbe  righta 
of  patentaea,  and  proprieloia,  will  naturally  endnecea- 
aarily  deter  man  of  geniui  and  property  ftom  further 
peraeverane*  in  improveaenit  unlaaa  thc^  are  permit- 
ted la  enjoy  the  fruitt  of  their  labort. 

In  itating  the  preceding  facta,  year  nel 
have  advened  to  tmt  two  of  tbe  many  ineon< 
•liaing  from  the  want  ef  dae  profkioaa  in  the  pietent 


lavra ;  and  they  do  moat  eamettly  entnU  tbat  wmA 
remediaa  miy  bo  adoMed  aa  thall  appear  ootuvlcat 
with  the  trus  policy  of  a  nation  vhoae  GaVeinnunt  ia 
actuated  by  juil  principlee  of  honor,  inteieat,  aod  ^- 
nity.  With  theee  viewa,  they  beg  leave  to  enggnt 
Ihe  fotlowlog  abeervalieni  aa  die  baaia  of  amendauBla 
te  the  preaent  law*,  calculated  lo  remove  eome  of  tba 
diflUuttiee  which  experience  hat  evineed  aa  obtmctioc 
the  banefieiai  deeign  of  Ibt  patent  law*,  vii : 

Itt.  That  any  peiaon  who  ahall  violate  a  patent  by 
making,  naing,  vending,  or  unlawfully  having  and 
keeping  in  hit  poMceaioo  the  thing  or  machine,  or  any- 
pert  thereof  ao  patented,  ehtll,  at  well  ae  hit  aideia 
and  abattoia,  finftit  each  and  every  one  of  them  all 
etKli  thing*,  maAine,  or  parte  thereof,  and  thiee  timea 
Ihe  aetaal  damage  etHtained  by"the  injured  party.  whicA 
triple  danage  ahall  in  noeaee  be  leea  than  three  Ubn* 
the  valoa  ai  priee  oTthe  lUng,  n*diine,  or  put  ttere- 
eS,  et  ithich  tbe  injured  pw^  hae  told,  or  oflbred  k 
eab,  or  hat  licenatd  the  tame,  or  ofleAd  to  liiiniai  Ihe 
eame  far  utt ;  to  b&  racoveied  by  actiDn  af  Oie  cMe  im 
the  ciidnt  oooM  in  the  ditlhct  where  llw  nflenia  m 
comuitMd. 

Sd.  That,  daring  the  patent  Urm,  ell  p> 
cept  tfaepetenlae  or  hia  aangna,  be  prcUfca 
Ibe  tame  penailiet  i«d  tbrfmlDrea  ae  «bretaid,  fi« 
■exporting  out  of  the  oonntiy  any  maehiMv  or  th^,  at 
part*  thereof,  or  medel  or  nrnddt  themil^  or  of  an; 
pvia  thereof,  or  of  any  drawing*  tberet^  ot  ef  eny 
part  thereof  which  have  been  j>atenled,  withoot  per- 
mieiiOD  im  had  and  obtained  in  writing  irom  the  pa- 
tentee or  hit  atrigti*,  in  eaae  (Dch  aitignt  thall  hava 
obtained  in  each  aaiignnieul  lhe  right  of  atponing  the 
out  of  the  oouDtry. 


other  paperi^  t 
copiee  of  nodria,  at  uiy  pan  themf  depeeiled  in  tha 
Patent  Offlee,  be  allowed  lo  be  taken  fton  eaid  oSea, 
ilorini  Ae  turn  of  Ihe  patent  Mcept  by  ^ha  patentee, 
hit  heir*  mr  ttjgnl.  UDMea.  end  eoptee  be  malarial  to 
an  ittoe  ia  a  cotut  of  law  |  and  in  each  aue  Ihe  pmitj, 
other  than  tbe  patanlee  nr  hi*  eangn^  apftlydag  far  tba 
earn*,  ahall  make  oath  balore  the  jad|«  of  the  aaid  oawrt, 
that  tneh  copiee  are'malerial  to  each  iBae,_aad  that 
he  reqairee  them  far  that  purpoae  only ;  and  tka  t^ 
judge  ahall  record  eudi  oath,  and  certi^  tbe  tame  i« 
tbe  Bn>lieation  far  audi  cmiiea;  and  tint  all  modeK. 
apedment,  drowtngt,  apedfieatiiffl*^  and  other  pepcta 
filed  in  laid  office,  at  evidence  of  an  invantioa  or  im- 
provement of  any  machine  or  thing  patented,  be  kept 
from  Ihe  view  and  intpection  of  the  paUie  nntil  the 
patent  or  patent*  granted  therefor  (hall  have  expired. 
4fli.  Thet,  on  appliCatlDn  being  made  for  a  patent 
a  critical  eiaminatioa  ahaQ  be  made  to  eeoertain  wb»- 
ther  any  patent  ha*  been  pre'riontly  granted  far  aof 
maohine  or  thing  wUdi  vroald  interfere  with  the  ma- 
chine or  thing,  for  which  a  patent  ia  pnyed  for,  and 
Whether  Ihe  intoffcreMe  b  material,  and  whether  lh« 
appliealion  of  parte,  principlee^  and  powen^  era  alili* 
in  a  patenteble  point  of  ^w,  in  ordw  thai  a  patent 
mey  not  be  granted  for  a  maehine  «r  '*'"  ~ 


with  it. 

lltb.  That,  on  application  being  made  fac  inlbrmetita 
whether  a  patent  hat  been  granled  lor  the  machine, 
thin^,  or  improvement,  wbi^  the  applicant  detcribae 
in  hti  application  aa  being  hi*  invention,  and  which  ha 
intend*  to  hafe  patented,  provided  it  doea  not  inlerfera 
with  any  machine  or  thing  already  patented  a  critical 
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MxaminiticiD  thtB  be  hid,  and  ■  Irne  ■niirer  pfta  to 
macb  appHcaDt,  and  for  which  he  riiall  pay  the  lom  of 
(aay  fi*e  dnflaTii.)  And  the  dMmpttDD,  ■pedfieation. 
and  drawingi  filed  by  the  applicant  for  mch  infoms- 
tion,  ^all  be  siKned  and  leeled  bj  him  in  the  pnaence 
of  tyro  (abaeribics  wiIdmih;  and  he  ahaH  aba  make 
*Bth  to  the  aame  in  the  lame  manDerai  ia  provided  in 
the  cue  of  applyins  br  a  patent. 

6th.  That  the  peraon  applyisg  for  jafbrtnation  aa 
■foireaid,  or  anj  other  penon,  who  ihall  pRKtuca 
■pacification  and  drawioga  of  £ia  invention  and  ii 
proTemenl,  dai;  wjtnaaaed  and  eeilified,  aa  ia  provided 
in  cave  of  application  for  a  patent,  and  (igniting  hia 
deaira  of  obtaining  a  patent  therebr,  and  that  fuithar 
time  ia  attmtvrj  In  enable  him  to  perfect  hia  aaid  in- 
vention or  improvement;  anch  apeeificationa  and  dnW' 
inga,  with  written  lefereneea  thereto,  ma;  be -filed  in 
the  Patent  Office,  aa  andeneat  that  anch  penon  ia  tile 
firat  Inventor  or  diaeorerer  thenof,  iti  eaae,  on  tueh 
critical  eiamioation  ae  aibceaaid,  that  ihoulil  b«  fennd 
to  be  the  £ict ;  and  the  aame  ^all  operate  aa  a  cavi 
agaiaat  the  other  applicant  for  that  machine,  thing,  — 
improvement,  aa  the  caie  may  be,  for  ana  year  from 
die  time  of  filing  the  istne ;  and  a  certificate  to  that 
eflect  ahsll  be  granted  acooiijingiT,  and  for  which  he 
aball  p«r  ^  "■""  of  (m/  ten  tfellara.)  And  when 
the  pereon  filing  inch  oavaal  diall  make  application 
for  hia  patent,  be  ehall  fumiih  a  new  ipectScation  and 
drawing,  aompriung  all  the  improvemanta  made  in  hia 


7tb>  ThaL  the  .moat  in^oved  Enropean  er  other 
treatiaee  end  peblicalioiM  en  the  impnvament  ia  the 
«Ka,  adeneei,  and  manafaetarea,  ahill,  bom  lime  to 
time,  ae  tbej  are  publiehed,  be  piaeared,  and  kept  in 
the  patent  dei^rtBieiit,  in  order  that  ready  inftimatian 


aay  be  had  whether  the  thing, 
a  diBGOvery,  for  which  a  patent  may  be  a'polied 
i  1    1         J  ^^  puWiahed  ULthii 


hae  been  pravionily  known 
any  other  country. 

Sth  That  any  patflDtee,.aThia  aBaIgna,OTanyparaaa 
ot  peraona  being  Iqally  iularaaled  Ibareio,  blowing, 
•r  having  good  leaaon  to  auipect,  any  peraon  er  per- 
aona to  be  aecretlj  violating  their  patent,  bjr  making, 
oaing,  01  having  nolawfully  in  their-  papia»ion  the 
thing,  machine,  or  any  parte  thereof  le  patented,  maTi 
on  oath,  mads  before  tha  judge  of  the  diitrict  court  in 
thadiatriet  where  eneh  oSence  ia  comtaitted.  and  filing 
a  itatemeni  thereof  obtain  ■  writ  of  injunction  com- 
mandiBg  aneh  auapeeted  peraon  or  pertone,  thaireiden 
•ad  aballma,  to  deatat  from  a«ch  violatloo ;  which  writ 
•f  iqJBBctiati  afaaU  be  aerved  on  each  anepected  pereon 
or  peiaone,  their  eldeia  and  abetlora,  to  appear  before 
•aid  jndge  at  tha  time  and  place  appointed;  and  hi 
eaaa  of  ibeijr  defaolt  or  non-appearance,  tha  mid  jadge 
•hall  forthwith  ordai  a  capiat  againat  them,  to  be  aetved 
and  retamed  at  inch  tiine  and  fikee  aa  be  ahall  direct : 
and  if^  in  either  caae,  on  eiaminatioa,  tha  jndga  -ahat 
find  that  the  oompilaint  ia  well  founded,  he  rilall  make 
the  writof  injnnetion  fbealnta,  and  wderaaeh  vioUlen 
to  pay  the  coata,  and  give  txHid  in  an  adeqnate  aum, 
with  anffident  aacnritiea  to  the  par^  injored,  to  be  for- 
feited, and  the  penolliei  therein  rrcovered  ID  a  conrt  of 
law,  in  caae  aueb  injanction  ahall  net  .be  ebeyad  by  the 

Eirtiea  jointly  and  aeveially  on  whom  aucb  injunction 
laid ;  but  if  inch  complaint  ibould  prove  not  well 
founded,  the  jndge  may  order  the  complainanla  to  pay 
lhecoate,nnle«itihonId  eppear  that  there  waareaeon- 
able  gnrand  therefor;  and,  in  euch  mae,  ahall  decide 
M  to  jnaliee  rightly 


Btb.   That,  if  tha  filing  or  machine  patented  aball 

>t  be  put  Into  (HMratiOD.  or  publicly  oSered  for  aale 

vrithiif  five  yean  mun  the  date  of  the  patent,  the  eaid 

patent  ahall,  on  the  expiration  of  aaid  five  yeara,  in 

uh  caae  be,  anofaeto,  noU  and  void,   and  the  thing 

ni  patented  oeoome  the  property  of  the  public. 

lOlh.    That  the  tpecific  applicatiea  of  the  apeeiflo 

paita,  principlea,  aud  niaebijie  powan  to  the  ipedfie 

pnrpoae  folly  eiplained,  be  in  law  Eonaidered  aa  eon- 

■tituting  tha  invention  only;. and  that  mere  prlociplai, 

roeehtnic  powere,  circumitancea  or  a&ota  in  thenwelvea^ 

cannot  be  the  aubject  of  a  patent. 

Iltb.  That  patente  for  any  oeelul  ioventioni  or  di*. 
cDveriea  may  be  renewed,  ka  another  term  of  fourteen 
yeara,  on  application  being  made  for  that  purpoae,  con- 
tainmg  all  the  inprovemuilt  made  by  the  patentee,  hia 
heira  end  aaaigns,  properly  doaeribed ;  which  applica- 
tion ehall  be  made  to  the  Secretary  of  State  in  the  eame 
maoner  aa  an  original  application  for  a  patent,  mutatU 
(■ulanifif.  And  of  the  great  ntility  oTauoh  Inventioitf 
and  of  the  inlentloB  of  renewing  tha  patent  therefor, 
the  patentee,  hie  heiia  or  aaaigna,  aa  the  eaae  m^  be, 
dull  give  notice  te  the  Beeretaiy  of  State  — ^  month* 
before  th;  expiration  of  tha  fiiet  patent,  and  to  hi*  ap 
probatien ;  and.'On  obtaining  auch  eecond  patent,  the 
patentee  ahall  give  the  public  notice  tberaof  in  aoMe 
public  newapaper  or  newapepera. 

I3th.  That  the  patentee  may  aaugn  parte  of  hie  pat- 
ent,  and  thereby  granting  the  eicioaive  right  <tf  (aid 
patent  for  any  perticular  dietiict  of  country. 

13th.  That,  for  repealing  any  patent  or  patenta  ein- 
reptilionelj  obtained,  or  opoil  luio  anggeation,  the  pro- 
eeai  to  be  brongfat  within  three  yeara,  and  the  hearing 
bed  before  the  Jodgee  of  the  circuit  court  in  the  diatriet 
where  the  patentee  or  hie  aaaigne  reeide,  tnid  not  befbte 
the  dietiict  ooart. 

14th.  ThatwhenaDOrlgintlinvanlor.hiaheiraof^ 
Mgna,  ahall  make  any  modification  or  improvement  in 
tbe  thing  m  madiine  petantbd  daring  the  firat  patent 
term,  he  or  they,  ea  the  caae  In^r  he,  may  file  a  apesi- 
ficatioD  and  dnwinga  thereof,  ebowing  the  application 
of  aneh  improvement  or  modUcation  on  the  original 
invention;  which  apecificatloa  ehall  be  executed,  wtt- 
nened,  awom  to,  and  certified  in  tbe  aame  manner  m 
in  an  original  applicadon  for  a  patent;  and,  on  hie  ab> 
taining  a  certificate  therefor  from  the  Beetetary  of  9UM, 
aetting  forth  that  anch  improvement  or  modiioatiea  •• 
■pacified,  ihall  thereafter  be  conaidered  aa  patented,  and 
belonging  to  and  forming  a  pert  «t,  tbe  aaid  original 
patent,  eo  for  aa  it  teepecta  the  impMrement *" 


leepecta  llw  mpMrement  or  mooia- 

, in  legally  ebtatniBB  aneh  eertifieat^ 

and  having  a  l^;ii  inteeeet  at  the  time  in  the  eii^nat 
Invention ;  and  for  every  anch  certifieale,  the  party  eb- 
taining  the  eame,  (ball  pAj  the  eiun  of  (my  filtsen  dot 
Ian,)  and  aa,  &c 
By  order  of  the  aaaociation  : 

BENJAMIN  DEARBORN,  PnnAtd. 
JOHN  FAIRBANKS,  Stardary. 
BoiToa,  Janumy  SI,  IBll. 

THE  MIUTIA. 

Mr.  CocHnAH  autmtttted  the  follnwiiiK  rewlo- 

Rttobtd,  That  a  committee  be  appwntod  to  inqnira 
into  the  eipedieney  of  providing,  by  law,  for  detail 
by  quotaa  mUitia,  to  be  armed  by  tha  United  Watee, 
to  b;  held  in  readineaa  far  eervice  for  a  Iknited  ti»e. 
and  that  the  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  UU  M 
otherwiae. 
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Ur.  PiTKiR  withed  10  Ie«ra  llif  motin  of  in- 
troducing ibis  resoIulioD. 

Ur.  CocfiBAM  FBid  it  was  iraanded  on  the  re- 
eommeDdation  of  the  PretideDt  of  tbe  Uailwl 
Burei  at  ihe  Isal  mmjos,  aod  a  refpreiKe  lo  it  in 
bis  Meimgeof  thiar**''  He  ibougbt.alao,  that  it 
wta  pel  proper  lo  wait  Tor  thi  approach  of  war 
before  we  aitempt  lo  prepare  for  it. 

Meaara.  Pitkik,  ttoiNcy,  Potted,  and  Eppeb, 
were  oppoied  lo  the  resoluti'oa  ;  aod  Menrs.  CocH' 
miH,  Root,  Bibbett,  and  Bjlcon,  id  farnr  of  it. 

Agaioit  ilie  reaoluiioo,  it  wat  laid  that  the 
idopiion  of  auch  an  one  la  the  present  circum- 
■lancn  of  the  couDtry  wonld  ereite  nueasiness  in 
the  naiiou ;  that,  takeif  in 
aitting  wiih  closed  doors,  i 
■nd  an  apprehenaioQ  of  SOD) 
gradual  arming  the  nation 
for  bf  law— and  it  bad  alri 

by  »perieoee  that  DO  modi  _ ___ 

body  of  ihe  miliiia  of  the  United  Biatea  could 
ever  receive  [becoDcaneBee  of  a  nnjoiity  of  tbe 
Members  of  the  House. 

In  the  Eupport  of  it,  its  friends  obaerved  thai  ii 
was  a  meia  recolation  of  ioqairy.  from  which  no 
ill  effects  coald  result;  ibat  it  fixed  do  details, 
leafing  tbem  altogether  lo  the  consideration  of  a 
eommitiee,  wbo  would  re|ur[  a  bill  to  tbe  Mous? 
IfibeyihoDsbi  proper;  thai  ihe  present  deficiency 
ttTarms  called  loudly  for  auch  a  measure,  lo  ue- 
opasary  to  the  geoeral  defence. 

Mr.  BicoK  wished  it  adopted,  on  iccouot  of 
recent  reports  from  tbe  Floridas,  of  the  iaiandard 
of  opposition  baring  adrancEdagMDal  liiaAiDer- 


e  laieati 


1  with  tbe 


ril;  lliKltb* 
idy  proiided 


D  force 


Od  motion  of  Mr.  PoTTsa,  it  waa  ordered  to  lie 
OB  tbe  table. 

OENEHAL  8T.  CLATR'S  CLAIM. 

On  rooiioa  of  Mr.  Q,nii(DT,  theHouae  rsaoUed 
luclf  into  a  Commtttee  of  Ibe  Whale,  on  the  bill 
for  Ibe  relief  of  Aribnr  Sl.  Clair. 

Meura.  dotKCV,  Cuy,  Fihdlit,  UoaiLEr, 
Wriobt,  aod  LvoN^were  in  faror  of  tbe  bill,  and 
llcaBra.fiTABP&Ri»j  Root,  W  .  A  lbtox,  an  d.  M  ont- 
•OMERT,  were  againat  il. 

Tbe  CominiiWe  rote  and  reported  the  bill. 

Mr.  Root  moTcd  lo  strike  out  the  whole  nee- 
tlon  of  which  the  bill  was  composed.  For  strik- 
ior  out  37.  sirsinst  ii  Bl,  as  follows: 
-  T«i»— WLlHi  Aliton,  jnn.,  Burwen  Biwett,  Adam 
Boy4  Raberl  Brown,  William  A.  Bnrweli,  WitlUm 
Bnller,  Joaeph  Cslhonn.Jsniei  Cochran,  Richard  Cutti, 
William  Ely.MMback  Franklin,  Baniltai  Gannett, 
ffideoB  Qardner,  Peleraon  QoadvyD,  Jacob  Haftj, 
Tfaemea  Kenan,  WiHiam  Kennedy,  Aaron  Lyle,  Na- 
tbaniel  Macon,  Samnel  L.  Mitefaill,  John  Montgomery, 
]«bn  Besof  PennsyUanua,  John  Bhea  of  Tenneaee, 
Matlluaa  Bichardi,  John  Roane,  Erarius  Root,  EbenO' 
aar  etaga,  TbMnaa  Sammon*,  Lenac4  Sawyer,  John  A. 
Bendder.  Ebeneier  Beaiei,  Henry  Bouthard,  Vri  Tracy, 
Q^orgeM.  TiDDp,  Chai]c(Tumfr,jun.,BobeitWe>k- 
In,  aod  Bobeit  WbilehilL 

Nais— Abijab  Bifeion,  paniel  BlaiadeU,  Johe 
C.  Chamberlain,  William  Chamberlin,  Epi^hroditua 
ChampteQ,  Mait^  Cbitluiden,  Hallbew  CJ«y,  Orch- 
oid  Ceok,  John  Darenpcit,  Jan.,  James  GnM^  Joba 


loffton,  KobartJenkini,  fbUiplt.Kcy,  H«rmBn  Koiek- 
erbockcr,,  Joaeph  Lefvia,  jr,  Rabert  Le  Boy  Liiurgaloa, 
John  IdTi,  Maitbew  Ljon,  Vincent  Meltbew*,  Wit. 
liam  McKinl^,  Pleasant  H.  Hitler,  WUlum  Hibnir, 
Tbomaa  Moore,  Jeramiah  Morrow,  JoBalbui  O.  Maae- 
ley,  Thomas  NewboM,  Tbomaa  Newton,  Jabn  Nitwit, 
aon,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jr.,  Eliaba  R.  Fouar,  JoMk 
Quincy,  Dennis  Smelt,  George  Smith,  ttemoal  Smith. 
lame*  Slephenion,  Lewia  B.  Sturgea.  Samuel  Taggsr^ 
Nieholaa  Van  Dyke,  Killian  |£.  Van  Henawlaa,  Labaa 
Wheaton,  Bzekiel  Whitman,  Richard  Wiiui,  BoUit 
Witherapoon,  and  Robert  Wright 

Tbe  bill  was  tben  ordered  to  a  third  readiaz. 

On  motion  of  Idr.  Newton,  the  Hoiaae  reaUaei 
itaelf  into  a  ComiBJiiee  of  the  Wbole,  on  tbe  UU 
for  issuing  debeo  tuns  in  eeruincaaea.  For  want 
of  a  qfiorum,  tbe  Committee  roae,  and  Ike  Uonae 
adjourned. 

SAfOBDiT,  February  16. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Arthur  Gtt.  Clair  ww 
read  a  third  tine. 

Mr.  Root  mo  red  (o  recommit  the  biJ)  to «CoiB- 
miiiee  of  the  Whole,  in  order  to  strike  ooi  ihs 
words  of  tbe  bill  and,  ioaerta  see tion  dirccusg  an 
inquiry  ioloi  and  aeKlcswDt  of  any  ODltavidated 
■ccouDUof  Oenerel  8t.  Clair.  Messrs.  wkkh-t, 
C1.AT,  and  OBcaaoY,  opposed  the  motioa,  aai 
Meswa.  Ro9T,HoLUNB,aBd  Aubton,  adeoeoied 
tbe  taoiibD, 

The  motion  wita  carried— 43  to  4S. 

Tbe  Houae  reaolred  itself  into  ■  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  Mr.  BASerrr  in  the  Chair,  on  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  making 
K  p  propria  I  ioti*  for  ihe  tupport  of  GoveromeDt 
for  (he  year  18U;  which  were  concurred  in  bf 
the  Conmiiiee  and  the'  House. 

A  measagefrom  Ihe  Beoaie inrormerf  tbe  Honse 
thtt  the  Senate  have  parsed  a  bill,  eoiiiled  '  Atv 
act  to  enable  the  Gkorgetown  Poiomac  Bridge 
Company  lo  lery  money  for  the  object  of  it»  iik- 
eorporattoo;  10  which  ihey  desire  ihe  concur^ 
rence  of  tbis  House. 

Ordered,  That  tbe  ameD^menta  iB*dc  by  tb» 
Senele  to  tbe  bi]I,.entiiled  ''An  ect  making  a(^ 
propHaiioDs  for  the  au{^ort  of  Garcraaeat,  dar- 
ing the  year  ISIl,"  be  eowBilted  to  a  Cammit- 
tee  of  the  whole  Uouae  this  day. 

Tbe  bill  frosl  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act  10 
eatablish  tbe  diairicta  of  Mampbreymagiw,  0»- 
wegaiehie,  and  of  the  White  UooDiaiDa,"  wae 
read  twice,  and  cotomiued  to  a  Committee  or 
the  Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  eatitled  "An  act  lo 
-eaable  tbe  Qeorgeiown  Poloaae  Brid^re  Com- 
paoy  to  lery  money  for  the  object  of  its  incor- 
poration," wea  read  iwtee,  aod  eommtlted  10  a 
Commiiiee  of  the  Wbole  on  Hoaday  next. 

A  Meaaaze  was  received  from  the  Preaident  of 
tbe  UnileiT  Stales,  iransmitiiDg  Ihe  treaty  con- 
cluded OD  the  tenth  of  Norember,  on  tbe  pan  id" 
the  United  Slates^  with  the  Oreat  and  Little 
OdBge  iribea  of  Indians,  with  a  riewiosocble^al 
prorisiona  as  may  be  deemed  proper  for  fuliUii^ 
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Rtpe<d^  DrttKhacha. 


iti  sripoUiidM.— T4M  MmMsb  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  ihe  Coromilipe  of  vitjt  and  MMna. 

Oa  rnorioQ  of  Mr.  Lewis,  ttie  CainaiitLee  of 
the  whole  House  nere  discharged  from  tfae  coo- 
aiderailon  or  the  bill  from  Ihe  Seoaie,  eoiitled 
"Ad  act  t»  enable  the  Qeorgetowa  Potomac 
Bridge  CompaDy  to  levy  moaey  far  the  object  or 
its  incorporation.'* 

The  HoDse  resolved  itself  into  a  Coromiltee 
of  the  Whole  OD  the  report  of  a  select  commiltee 
of  ihe  eleventh  instant,  on  a  letter  from  William 
Lambfri,  r*«peciiag  precedents  of  order;  Bad, 
after  sometime  (pent therein, the Comniiiee rose 
and  reported  their  agreement  to  the  resolutions 
therein  ooolained,  amended  lo  read  as  follows: 

Retohtd,  That  there  be  printed,  for  the  ase  of  Con- 
gren,  llie  handled  copies  ot  William  Lam  belt's  col- 
lection of  precedents  of  oider,  contained  in  two  Dnm- 
bers,  under  the  heads  of — I.  Prbceedingi  on  questions 
of  order  and  appeal ;  2.  Disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houaee  on  bills,  Ac.  Omitting  all  editorial  remarks 
and  alrictnres,  and  adding  the  cases  of  order  occarriag 
Ibis  Kcsaion.  The  priitfiDs  to  be  paid  out  of  the  een- 
tiDgent  fund  of  this  Home. 

Setoliitd,  That  tba  work,  when  finished,  be  depos- 
ited in  Ihe  Librarji,  and  tbat  each  member  of  Congieai, 
whilst  it  is  in  session,  be  entitled  te  a  copy,  giving  a 
receipt,  and  relurning  Ihe   book  at  Ihe  end  of  the 

Raolved,  That  William  Lambert,  far  making  this 
collection,  paging  the  references,  superintending  the 
printing,  and  preparing  the  index,  ought  to  be  paid 
five  hundred  dollars  out  of  the  contingent  fund  i  and 
tbat  the  Clerk  be  autboriied  to  pa;  bin  in  advance 
fiir  each  portion  of  the  work  aa  i«  completed- 

The  House  proceeded  U  consider  the  reaoli 
lioDs,  aod  the  same  being  again  read,  were  co: 
curred  la  by  the  House. 

REPEAL  OF  DRAWBACK. 


RessfcaJ,  Tkal  it  is  expedient  te  repeal  the  several 
laws  allowing  drawback  on  goods,  warvs,  and  met- ' 
diaodise,  af  the  gnrwth,  [Hoduce,  or  mansfactaie  of 

A  motioa  was  made  hy  Mr.  QARLANa,  lo  refer 
it  to  a  Cummillee  of  the  Whole. 

Messrs.  Qdinct,  Wbioht,  MrrcBiLL,  aod  New- 
ton, were  opposed  to  leference  and  lo  the  reso- 
luiioa.  Messrs.  G&RUiNn  and  Smilie  spoke  in 
faror  of  It. 

It  was  coQiended  by  its  opponeais  thai  the 
adoption  of  this  resolution,  anil  a  subsequent  de- 
struction of  the  drawback  system,  would  operate 
greatly  to  the  injury  of  the  agricutiurat  as  well 
la  commercial  ioleretis  of  the  country.    .     . 

By  the  ad  rocates  of  the  resolgtioo,  it  was  said, 
ibat  Ibis  system  of  dtawbaeka  was  a  Wx  upoo 
Ihe BBtiou, merely  to  favor esiraneoua commerce; 
that  k  waa  not  naleulated  lo  anywise  to  benefit 
the  agticniluial  interests  of  oor  eoDOtry  ;  that, 
instead  of  adding  anything  lo  the  atippori  of  the 
expenses  conoecied  with  foreign  oommerce,  it 
•oareety  paid  the  expenses  of  ihe  custom- houses. 
The  iitteation  to  refer  lire  motion  was  carried— 
ayes  04. 


omakfl 
;  for  the  third  of  M 
lost,  ayes  51,  noes  93. 
A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  QiBDENiBe,  tO  make 
,  the  order  ol'  the  day  for  the  25th  of  February^ 
and  the  ayes  and  noes  called. 

Mr.  Maoon  thought,  wherv  a  majority  of  the 
House  had  erihced  a  determioaiiou  to  consider 
a  Bubject,  that  these  motions  for  evading  ihs 
question  were  improper;  and  Mr.  Cheveh,  Mr. 
WftioBT,  and  Mr.  Holland,  spoke  in  favor  ot 
Mr.  OanaBHiEit'a  mcrtioo. 

Mr.  HntiTiitOTOte  moved  ihe  second  of  Marett' 
as  (he  day  for  which  the  subject  should  be  made 
the  order. 

Mr.  (liiiN(nr;Mr.  Obeves,  and  Mr.  Qardbnibb,. 
supported  the  motion.  Mr.  Bubwell  waa  in  fa-- 
Tor  of  an  earlier  day. 

The  question  of  poet  pone  mem  (o  the  second  oT 
March,  waa  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  aa  follows; 

'Tiu — Joseph  Atl^,  William  Andenon,  Biekiel 
Bacon,  William  W.  Bibb,  AbiUb  Bigelow,  Daniel 
Btaisdell,  James  Breekenridge,  Williain  Boiler,  John 
C.  Chamberlain,  William  Chamberlin,  Epsphrodilos 
Champion,  Langdon  Uheves,  Martin  Chittenden,  Or- 
chard Cook,  Richard  Cntta,  John  Daveupott,  Jr.,  Joha 
Dawson,  Wiliiam  Ely,  James  Emott,  John  W.  Bppea, 
Barnllai  Gannett,  Barant  Gaideniar,  Gideon  Oardnar, 
Thomat  Oholeon,  TheBiaa  B.  Gold.  Edwin  Uiay,  Wil- 
liam Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Havea,  tlMiiel  Hualar,  Viit- 
liaot  Helma,  Ebeneaar  Huntiogtm,  Richard  Jacftaon, 
jr.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Tbomaa  Kenan,  William  Kan- 


Roy  Xiivingstao,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  Mo- 
Brjde,  Alexander  McEini,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  Wil- 
liam Milnar,  Samuel  L-MitduU,  Jonathan  O.  Moaelqy, 
Ourdon  8.  Mumford,  Thomas  NewboLd,  Thomas  New; 
ton,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timotb?  Pitkin,  jr.,  Peter  B. 
Porter,  Elisbs  R.  Potter,  Joiiab  CJuincy,  Eraalua  Root, 
John  Ross.  Ebeaeier  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Lemaa] 
Bawyer,  John  A.  'Scndder,  Adam  Seybert,  Dennla 
Bmeli,  John  Stanley,  Lewis  B.  Stnrges, Samuel  Tag- 
gart,  John  Tbumpacn;  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup, 
Charles  Tamer,  jnniot,  Niebolaa  Van  Dyke,  KiHiaai  ' 
K.  Van  Banaselaer,  Labea  Wbaaton,  Jama*  Wib*^ 
Bichaid  Winn,  and  Kabett  Wii^kt— 76. 

Niv«— I<emne1  J.  Alston,  WilBe'AMen,  Jnn.,  Da- 
vid Bard,  Borwell  Baaaatt,  Adan  Boyd,  Robert  Brawa, 
William  A.  BarwaD.  Jaa^  Calboan.  Matthew  Clay, 
Jaiaca  Oediran,  WiUam  Cfawted,  Joaeph  Daaha, 
William  Findley,  Meahaek  Franklin,  David  B.  Gat- 
laad,  Charles  G<rfdabore«gh,  Petaraon  Ooodnjn,  Jamaa 
HollaiMl,  Jacob  Huftj,  Walter  Jonas,  John  Lota, 
AaioD  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  WiUisim  MeKialay, 
John  Montgomery,  Thoma*  Maar<^  Jeremiah  Memiw, 
John  Nicholaon,  John  Itea  at  Peoosylvania.  John 
Rbaaof  TeODeHeei  Mauhiaa  Richarda,  Sam oel  Ring* 
gDld,Jahn  RoBDc,  Ebeoeier  Seiver,  John  Smilie,  0«o> 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard, 
Jacob  Swoope,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Robert  Weak- 
ly, Bolwrt  Whitehill,  Ezekiel  Whitman,  and  R«bett 
mtberspooD — *8. 

MoNBAT,  February  18. 

The  Sprakeb  laid  before  the  Houtea  reaolmion 

ofthe  Legislawra  of  Ihe  State  of  Ohio,  "approT* 
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WmmaoAMt,  181L 


ing  th«  meaMim  of  (be  Ocneral  Oorcniural;" 
Vhicb  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  dd  ihe  ubie. 

Mr.  Miller  aiid,  ihac  id  submiuinf  ihe  Tol- 
lowing  ruoluiion,  it  wm  fir  froni  bi  ' 
to  esprcM  a  want  of  coofiJepce  in  the  Aitn 
imioD.  He  Slid  thai  ibe  arriral  of  the  Fi 
UiniMcr  id  tbi*  country  wis  co  receor,  ti 
would  perhip*  hardly  be  decoioui  in  the  Preit- 
4teattoask  him  for  JDrormtilDD  retpecting  the 
BerlJD  aod  Milan  decreei.  He  therefore  would 
•ubmit  a  resolution,  which  went  to  ask  iaForma- 
tion  from  the  Presideoi,  aod  would  afford  him  an 
eiente  far  demandinit  ibli  ioforaialion  from  the 
Preocb  Minister.  He  bad  another  view  in  sub- 
mittiog  ihis  retoiulion.  Should  do  satiafaciory 
informaiioD  be  receind,  beibeti  iotftndcd  to  moie 
the  repeal  of  the  noD-intercojirse  lawi.  He  then 
aubmiiled  the  followiDg  retoloiioD,  which  warn 
agreed  lo: 

RaoUed,  That  the  Prandent  of  tha  Uniled  BUtea 
be  rei)ae>teil  to  laj  bebia  thii  HoDie  anj  iafarmation, 
(Dot  bcrelofare  commuDicalsd,  and  that,  Id  hit  opia- 
ion,  ia  propei  lo  be  diaclosed,)  which  be  ma;  have, 
touching  the  legal  ripwl,  or  modifieatian,  ai  well  ■■ 
the  practical  operatioD,  of  the  onlera  and  decrrei  af- 
fecting oiu  neutral  commerce,  aince  the  firat  daj  of 
Kovamber,  1810. 

Mr.  Mit^LBR  iDd  Mr.  BawTBS  were  appointed 
•  Gominitin  to  preeeni  the  rore£oiDg  leiotution 
to  the  Preaident. 

■.  Mr.  P.  B.  PoiTU  preaented  a  memorial  of 
William  Morrinon,  John  Ednr,  and  Robert 
Morriion,  of  Kaakaabia,  in  thellliitois  Territory, 
bv  John  Rice  Jonea,  their  atiornry  In  fact^com- 
plaiDtuK  Dfthe  '■illa^l  and  oppmsiTe" deeiaioua 
of  the  Land  Commtssioaera  lor  the  District  of 
Kaskaskia,  and  praying  that  the  said  conimis- 
•ioneri  roiy  be  remored  from  office,  and  that 
olhera  may  be  appoioied  to  supply  their  place*, 
with  power  to  revise  the  decisions  of  the  com- 
miasioneia  aroresald. — Referred  to  the  Committee 
OD  the  Public  Lapda. 

Mr,  Nbwtoh,  from  Ibe  Committee  of  Com- 
jnerce  add  Manufactnraa,  made  a  faiorable  re 
port  on  the  peiitioa  of  John  Uaonamata,  referred 
the  aizib  ioalui;  which  waa  read,  aad  eancurred 
ia  by  the  Hoase:  when,  Mr.  Mbwton,  from  the 
•tma  committee,  preaeDled  a  bill  for  lbs  reliaf 
of  John  Macnamara;  which  waa  read  twie«,  and 
otdered  to  be  eogroned,  and  read  tlia  third  time 
ll>-morrow. 

The  Hoosa  proceeded  to  eoDsider  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  'An  act  to  enable  the  George- 
lown  Potomac  firidze  Compaoy  to  levy  money 
for  the  object  of  in  ioeorporation:"  Whereupon, 
the  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Tbe  HoDse  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  inning  debenture!  in 
certain  cases.  This  bill  was  reported,  unamended, 
and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

Tne  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  Itie 
Whole  on  the  bill  for  erecting  a  light-house  on 
Boone  Island,  placing  buoys  near  Cape  Pear 
river,  North  Carolina,  and  at  Edrartown.  Mas- 
aacbui^tis,  and  erecting  a  column  onCapefilliza' 
beihi  Massacbnsetta.    Tbis  bill  was  reported  with 


imendmeBta,  which  were  eoneamd  ia,  mmi  tW 
bill  orderad  to  a  third  rcadiag. 

NATIONAL  0mVER8mr. 

Mr.  MiTCRit-L,  from  ihe  committee  appwaied 
on  that  part  of  the  Preaident'f  Meaaage,  at  ifae 
commencemeoi  of  ihe  aeaaion,  ivhich  relates  to 
the  ealablishment  of  a  seminary  of  learoingby 
the  NalioDal  Lesjslature,  made  a  report;  which 
was  read,  aud  Ordered  to  lie  on  tbc  t«Ue. 

The  report  is  as  lotlawsi 

In  obedjeoca  ta  die  order  of  Ibe  Hovaa,  tW  oa^ 
mittee  has  dul j  conaiderad  tha  impottuit  msOw  ra- 

A  UDiieraily,  or  iaatitntiwa  for  tha  coanBawalioB 
of  knowledge  in  the  Tarions  dapartiaeiita  of  lileratar* 
and  science,  preaents  to  the  mind,  at  ose  new.si^ 
jecti  of  the  moat  pleaaing  contamplation. 

To  a  free  people  it  would  arcm  that  a  aeiDiiiafj,  ia 
which  the  culture  of  the  heart  and  of  the  HnderstaDd- 
ing  should  be  the  chief  objeeta,  would  be  od«  of  Ibt 
best  guards  of  tbeii  pmilegei,  and  a  l^a'linf  object  of 
their  care. 

Under  this  eonnctlen,  the  patriotic  apirilafWeA> 
ington  led  him  more  then  once  to  rwcODnea^  in  fair 
apsechea  ta  Congress,  an  attantioa  lo  nA  aa  nader- 
taking.  Ha  cTen  beqaestbed  a  legacy  la  tfaa  Batioosl 
university,  wbldi  he  penaadad  bimasU  woold,  at 
aane  day,  be  broogbl  into  being.  Two  Mba  F^esi- 
dents  have  aabseqoentlj  preaentsd  the  aubiccl  ta  tha 
Legialalura  b«  worthy  of  eapicial  consideratioB. 

Antborities  so  reapedahla,  in  fk*(>r  of  a  pnjfectaa 
desirable,  carry  with  them  great  weig;bt.  A  cealral 
school  at  the  seal  of  the  General  GovernaMait,  daitiof 
the  rays  of  intellectual  light,  or  rolling  the  flood  of 
naelnl  iofotmstian  ibronghoul  the  land,  conld  not  hS 
to  make  a  strong  impression.  A  noble  and  eDlargad 
institalion  maybe  coneelTed  to  impart  to  ila  papUs 
tbc  mast  axcellcM  inalraction,  and,  by  ptoperij  qusB- 
^ing  persons  la  be  teacbara  and  profiaanrs,  lo  inlni- 
dnce   a  uniform    system    of  edocatiao    aBOBg-  the 

'    On  weighing  Aeae  and  otbw  ■draatagea,  it  waa 


power  to  tbo&d  and  endow  a  Datioa<d  aaimai^. 

It  ia  argued,  from  the  toul  silnca  af  the  Uooatiu- 
tion,  that  such  a  power  has  not  b«ia  graated  la  On- 
greas,  inaamuch  as  the  oaly  mrana  bj  aliiih  it  is 
s  the  arngi^  of  acies>ce 
anthon  and  ia- 
ventors  the  esduaive  right  to  tbair  rvapoctiva  writing 
and  dtscoverie*  for  limited  limes.  The  t^nathatioB, 
therefore,  do«a  not  warrant  the  craalieD  of  aadk  a  cor- 
poralion  by  any  eipiesa  proviaioa. 

But  it  immediately  occurred  that,  nndar  Ik  tjfhl  to 
legislate  eiclttsively  over  the  district  wbereio  (be  Uni- 
ted Slates  have  fixed  their  teal  of  Oorwaaient,  Con- 
greea  may  erect  a  university  at  any  pkee  within  the 
ten  miles  equare  ceded  by  Marylud  and  Vir^iiua. 
mot  be  doubled.    - 

however,  other  eonaidsralMBs  arias.  Altlkavgh 
na  Caoatitntional  impafmant  to  tba  incorpoT' 
atioD  of  truataee  bt  sudi  a  patpaw,  at  the  Kiitjvt 
Waabiagtoa,  aetioua  danbia  an  anteitaliMd  aa  U»  da 
light  to  appropriate  the  paUie  pnpwty  fcr  ita  aa|ipert. 
The  endowment  of  a  aniveiaity  ia  not  ranked  amimg 
the  objecta  Sa  wbid  drafts  ongfat  to  be  m^  a^wa  Ifae 
Treaaury.    The  money  of  the  natiea  aaems  M  ho  ro> 
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Tho  iacaipantioii  of  a  milef*m\-j,  wilbotit  fimds, 
■ppMtn  ■  fruitlca  and  inafficiBat  Bi«ioiu  of  the  4agi>- 
iMiva  power.  There  U,  iodecd,  M>m<  p«Tfoaal  eatala 
on  hanii.  nbkh  wpuld  *eit  in  nich  t  'boij  on  the  id»- 
ment  of  iU  ctemtion;  and  mora  wj  reM<KiAb1j  be  ex- 
pected from  legKcio  and  other  donation*.  But  thew 
■ouTces  of  revenue  are  too  acantj  am],  precarious  to 
be  relied  upon  in  the  preient  ca«e.  It  i>  better  not  to 
legiriate  at  all.  than  to  paw  a  itatale  de*litut«  of  the 
meana  of  eiecutioa. 

The  matter  th«n  (tandi  Ihni;  The  erection  of  a 
tmiverailj,  upon  the  enlarged  and  magnificent  plan 
wliich  nould  become  the  natin,  \%  oat  within  the 
powrrs  conflded  h^  the  Oonttitntlon  to  CongreH;  end 
the  action  of  a  nnell  and  ordiniir  college,  with  a 


ahonld  be  aikad  to  tocoiporate  a  dialrict  nnivenritf ,  for 
the  local  be&efll  of  the  inhabitant*  of  Columbia,  and 
offanda  of  their  own  raiding,  there  can  be  no  donbt 
that  it  would  be  eonrideiad  with  kindneia,  as  in  othar 
caaea ;  but  it  mnil  bo  remembered  thit  this  is  a  tiinc- 
tion  totally  distinct  froin  the  endowment  of  a  national 
univeiaitj,  out  of  the  trearare  of  the  United  8late«, 
I  legitimate  application,  to  otlSer  and 
r  diSL-rral  purpoiei. 

'"  uage  before  the  committee  propofee ,  how- 

ever, "ine  inititutioD  of  a  seminary  of  teaming  bj  the 
National  Legislature,  within  (he  limits  of  their  eiclo- 
live  jurisdiction,  the  eipenae  of  Which  may  be  defrijed 
or  reimbnried  out  of  the  vacant  grounds  which  have 
ftceraed  to  the  natioQ  tritbis  these  limits."  On  in- 
ijnlTing  into  the  Talne  of  theee  pnbKc  lots,  they  fill  so 
&T  ahort  of  the  mm  requisite  for  the  object,  that,  if 
there  mb*  ao  Constitulionil  impediment,  they  could 
not  ba  relied  upon,  on  aeoount  of  the  soitllnws  and 
nnpTodnctifeaeaa  of  the  capital  they  amtoaee. 

Witlt  theaa  views  of  the  sobject,  the  Committee 
dooi  not  find  kaelf  anthorked  to  recommend  the  aJi^ 
ItOD  of  any  meanirea  relative  t«  that  part  of  the  M«a> 
•age  referred. 

CLAIM  OF  LIBUTBNAWT  KNiaHT. 

The  House  w«nt  into  a  Committee  of  the 
'Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  LieuieDUi 
Simeon  Knight.  Thit  bill  auiborizei  the  ilLov- 
aoee  to  Lieuienaitt  Knigbt  of  the  sura  of  one 
thousand  fotit  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  and  forty 
cents,  which  were  paid  by  him  (as  paymaster) 
to  Oederil  Wilktosoa  u  an  allowanae  for  eitia 
raiioaa,  while  cnminnnder.  of  a  separate  poaL 
This  act  had  not  beeo  pas!>e<l  by  the  accouoiiDg 
officen  ot  th<  Treasury  Department,  althoush 
the  money  was  paid  under  ine  aaoetion  of  ttie 
Attaroer  Qenenl'a  opiaioo  and  tbe  late  Secr^- 
tary  of  War. 

Mr.  PoiECDSXTaa  moTCd  an  amcBdment  to 
nteTeot  this  law  being  introduced  as  an  authority 
lor  the  comnMnden  in  chief  to  ctaira  CKtra 
tatioDs  in  fatore. 

Mesin.  QoLDBBOBOCOB,  STANtET,  PsaReati, 
and  MacoH,  were  opposed  to  the  principle  of  the 
bill  and  the  amendment,  tboa^h  in  favor  of  the 
eqtiily  of  the  peiitioner'a  elairo. 

Meatn.  Poimdhtib,  Root,  BaooN,  Wbioht, 
and  HoLi-aHD,  spoke  in  fnaor  of  the  bill 

The  qucatina  an  Mr.  PowiwxTBR'a  antcitd- 
BUotwasloH— y«u3d. 


Mr.'OoLiiaBoaoirftH  moved  an  amendment  ao 
aa.io  inalte  (he  wurd  "erroaeoasly"  follow  the 
Bpi^rapriation,  applying  that  Iprm  to  the  payment 
of  the  money  by  Lieaiensnt  Knigbc  to  Qeneral 
Wilkin«ig. 

Messrs.  MoKiw,  Btoon,  Aoot,  and  Waigar, 
opposed  ibis  amendment;  nnd  Messri.  Qoldh- 
BOBODon  and  Stanley  advocated  it.  The  mo- 
lioD  was  negatived. 

Mr.  STAHLETthen  moved  to  amend  ihe'biU  >o 
as  to  direct  the  Comptroller  to  commence  a  suit 
against  Qeneral  Wilkinson  for  the  amount  of 
money  reeetved  by  him  from  Lieutpnant  Kaighi; 

Messrs.  Root  and  Wriuh't  opposed  the  mo- 
tion; and  Mnara.  Stanlgt  and  Lvon  were  in 
favor  of  it.— Negatived,  yeai  S7,  nays  53. 

Tbe  Comtaillee  roM  and  reported  the .  blH 
wiihont amendment;  which  repon  wasconcarred 
in,  and  the  bill  ordered  to'a  third  reading. 

TiTES DAT,  February  19, 

A  rooiioQ  was  made  by  Mr.  Lovb  that  tba 
House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Rttokted,  That, a  camnittee  be  appointed  to  Inqnire 
whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  parts  of  the  act  of 
Congress,  passed  the  twenty-fifth  of  Pebmary,  1T9I, 
entitled  ."An  act  to  incorporalo  the  anbsetibeis  to  the 
Bank  of  the  Cniled  States,"  will  continue  to  be  ia 
force  after  the  third  day  of  March  next,  in  caie  tbe 
charter  of  that  bank  company  is  not  renewed ;  and, 
in  that  event,  what  remedy  it  may  be  necessary  to 
provide  for  tbe  creditors  of  the  said  bank;  and  that 
the  committee  h*ve  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  other- 

Andthe  question  being  taken  that  theflouse ' 
do  now  proceed  to  tbe  con^deraiion  thereof,  It 
was  determined  in  the  negative — ;efls  3D,  nays  41, 

A  Menage  was  fecejved  from  the  President  of 
the  Uniteo  Stales,  tran'smiiiiiig  a  return  of  the 
militia  of  the' United  Slate;,  as  received  by  the 
Department  of  War  from  the  several  States  and 
Territories.— Older ed  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  tbe  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Maonfaciures,  reported  onfararabljr 
on  the  petition  of  William  PtiUeraon  and  soob 
merch*  a  Is  of  Baltimore.  They  pray  to  be  allowed 
tore^ntecihecustom-houaeduiieeDDalargequan- 
tity  of  coffee  and  sugar  imported  in  1807,  previoua 
to  tha  existeoea  of  the  embargo. 

Mr.  McK>M  moved  that  the  rnoltiiion  of  the 
committee  be  negatived-. 

On  this  subject  a  diactisaioo  arose,  in  whicb 
Messrs  McKiH,  WiKGaT,  Bcbwell,  and  Vait 
DyEE,  advocated  the  rejection  of  the  report,  and 
Messrs.  Newton  and  Qdihcy  opposed  it. 

The  report  was  concurred  in. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
tbe  United  States  ia  conformity  to  the  reHoluiion 
of  yesterday  ;  it  was  accompanied  by  aundVy  doc- 
uments, of  which  three  thousand  copies  were  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

CALL  FOR  tErrssa 

Mr.  PtTXtN  observed,  that  seVeral  traoslationi 
had  been  preaeotedto  the  pablie  efe  of  the 
Freneh  lettera  from  the  Due  At  MasM  and  th4 
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Due  da  QielF,  eaneefDing  (be  BerlJo  bimI  MiUa 
decrtea,  Tarjring  ia  vefsril  imporiaBl  pasaucs. 
Hb  w>«  detirotu  of  Htio{(  the  originalt,  uiai, 
Kmong  luph  diSercni  iaterBrelntioDi,  the  Houm 
DiiKhi  decide  for  itielf;  ind  llicrefore  tnored  vhkl 
the  Houaa  4o  c«me  lo  the  folloiriiif  reaolaiioB  : 

BaolMd,  Thattb*  Pie^sntof  tbs  Uoiled  Stitei 
bs  TcqatiUd.  la  emm  to  be  Wd  btton  tiiU  Room, 
oopica.  Id  Preach,  of  the  letlen  of  the  Duke  de  Cadon 
to  UeReral  AmMNBCi  of  the  SthofAafBH^of  tbeTth 
uid  ISth  of  September,  Anne  Domitii,  1610,  alaot  like 
copiw  of  Itte  Ictteraof  IbeOrand  Judge  tollM  Pra^deot 
ol  tbeCoancilorpTii«,kndofthe  MinuUrof  FiaaDce 
to  the  DirBctoi  tieoerd  of  the  cuetom),  bolb  deled 
Orcemlier  tneetj-fifUi,  1810,  eonceininc  lite  Bvlin 
and  MilaD  decree*. 

Tbi*  lenoluiioa  was  oppoied  by  Mchis.  Rxu 
oi  Teaaeesee,  SMiLiE,a(vd  Uillsb,  aodadrocatfld 
hj  tAtift*  PiTKiH,  Lyom.  and  Goldkbobodab. 

The  question  was  derided  by  yeaa  and  oajTE — 
for  the  call  44,  afrainsi  it  67,  as  fojlowi: 

Tbi»— Abijah  higtlaw,  Daniel  Blaiidell,  Jame* 
Brackenridce,  JokD  C.  Ghamberiaia,  William  Cbam- 
berlin,  Gpaphroditua  CbampioB,  Hettin  ObttUttden, 
John  Daienpon,  jt^  WiHiam  El;,  Jemee  EbmW,  Gku. 
Qoldiborouch.  lliomai  B.  Gold,  William  Hale,  Kb 
theniel  A.  Hateo,  JoDBtliaD  H.  Hubbard.  Ebeaeaei 
Huntinglan,  Bicbard  Jiduoi^  jr.,  Bobert  Jenkio*, 
Hennaa  KoiclMrbacker,  JoMph  Lewis,  jr.,  Edwaid  sL 
Ltie  JJTermore,  Robert  Le  Roy  UTingaloo,  Mattkew 
Lion,  Vincent  MaUbewa,  Archibald  McBijNle,  Witlian 
Milnor,  Jonattwn  O.  HaMley.ioeepb  Fearwn,  BaaJMnin 
Fkfcne*,  jr^  TigrnXby  Pitiin,  jr,  Eliaha  R.  tmn, 
Joeiah  Quiac*,  John  Bandolpb,  Aden  Sejbart,  Biobaid 
Btanfbrd,  John  Slanler,  Lewie  B.  StiiTKea,  Benjaaiia 
TallBmdlB4  Nicholaa  Van  DvU,  Ardiibaid  Van  Horn, 
KillUn  K.  Van  Renaaelaar,  Labaa  WbMlen,  £iekiri 
Vhitnian,  and  Janiei  Wilaon. 

Niii— Umnel  J.  Alelon,  Willii  Alaton.jc  Wi 

Andereon,  Eiekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Burwetl  Bae> 
•ett,  Adam  Boyd,  William  A.  Burwetl,  William  But- 
ler, Joieph  Callioun,  Langdon  CliBin,  Matthew  Clay, 
lamea  Cnchnu,  William  Crawford,  Richard  Catu, 
John  Dawion,  Joeeph  Dnha,  Jobn  W.  Eppea,  WHfiam 
Kndiey,  Meihaek  rrankhn,  Bsnillu  Ganaett,  Gideon 
.  Qardner,  David  B.  Qariand,  Thomae  Oholeon,  Peter- 
n  Helma,  Jamee  Holland,  Jac 
•bnon,  Walter  Jonca,  WiiHi 
mad*,  Aaron  LTle,Bamuri  McKee,  Alexander]! 
___),  William  McKialCTt  PieaMot  M.  MilUt,  Bamnal 
L.  Mitehill,  John  MoDttMneiT,  Thomas  Moore,  Jere- 
auah  Monow,  Gardon  H.  Mnafitd,  Thomas  Newbold, 
John  Potter,  Peter  B.  Portar,  Jo^n  jRea  of  FoDasyl' 
vania,  John  Khea  of  TeoDeasee,  fiamual  Ringgold,  John 
Boine,  Erastu*  Itooi,  Eiteoeaei  Baga,  Tbomaa  Bam- 
■loai,Jolia  A.  Scud  der,£beDeie(  Beaver,  Semuel  Shew, 
John  Doiilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smiib,  HeRiy  South- 
ard, John  Thompson,  UrI  Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  jr., 
Bobert  Wcaklej,  Btriiert  Whitebill,  Richard  Winn. 
Bobert  Witheitpoon,  and  Bobert  Wright 

WsiHieBDaT,  Pebraary  80. 

On  moiioD  of  Mr.  Bacon, 

Saolved,  TbatthearvHalwitacaMaaammoDed 
bjr  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
eonduct  of  Brigadier  Qeneral  Jaotea  WilkintaDi 
inil  by  tbe  comautlea  afpoinled  to  iaquiiB  iaW 
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tta«  caDseot  eattan  of  tba  ^reat  norbiliiy  in  that 
delBchmenC  of  the  Army  orderwl  for  ibe  d«rmec 
of  NewOrlraoe,  ahatl  be  allowed  for  erery  dayS 
attendaoce  on  said  eofnmitleee  the  aam  of  ifarve 
dullari,  and  also  at  the  nie  of  Iwelre  and  a  tialf 
eenlB  for  etery  mile  ibey  shall  necessBrilr  iimret 
in  comiDg  lo  the  City  of  Woshingion,  aod  in  re- 
turning to  iheir  usual  place  of  residtnce;  and  thai 
be  (faes^eu^ers  employed  to  aummatts  any  of  the 
■id  witnesses,  or  lo  execute  warrants  from  said 
:ommittee«.  be  aliawed  and  paid  ibe  Kame  laie  of 
mileaac,  and  ibreediillarsfor  each  day's  nccnsBry 
dqlenuon  oai  of  ibe  City  of  Waabiagton,  in  addt- 
lion  U)  (be  lime  when  they  were  engaged  ia  per- 
fonning  iheaforesaid  ttSTel ;  and  the  aaiaa  ao  al- 
lowed ahali  be  paid  by  the  Clerk  out  of  ihe  cob- 
ttBgent  favd  of  ibia  Hoaaey  on  ordera  or  ««n)teMca 
drawn  in  farar  of  *aeb  nteaacogers  or  wiineaac^ 
bv  the  cbairmen  o(  iba  reapeeiive  commltteec 
aforeaaid :  Prtmded,  Tbat  no  witness  wbo  wat 
in  the  City  of  Washin^on  at  tbe  lime  of  bdog 
tummoned,  shall  be  entitled  lo  receire  aoy  allow- 
tnce  for  mileage. 

Mr.  Dawbon,  from  the  committee appoiiiicd on 
tbat  part  of  the  President's  Message,  at  the  cooh 
menoeraeDt  of  the  sesnion,  which  relatei  to  the 
fortiGcslioB*  and  land  foroes  of  the  United  State^ 
reported,  in  p«r(,  a  bill  aulhAriziag  tbe  Pte^ilent 
of  the  United  State*  to  accept  (Ee  lerrke  of  a 
nBmber  of  Toluntetr  companies,  aoi  cxcoediu 
fifty  t^Muand  men  ;  wbieh  was  read  twice  bb3 
eomaiilcd  to  a  Commitlee  of  tbe  Whale  ao-Sai- 
■rday  nest. 

Tke  bill  to  ereei  a  lifht.faotue  nn  Boaav  Mand, 
Maine,  placing  buoys  near  Cape  P«ar,  North  Car- 
olina, and  near  BdgBTtowo,  Maisachnsetta  erect- 
ing a  beacon  on  Nvw  Talei,  North  Cttrslina,  aad 
erecting  a  eolumn  of  stone  on  Cape  Eliabeih, 
Uasaacnuselts,  was  read  a  third  time  and  pasaed. 

A  otcatage  from  the  SeaBie  iBforsud  (be  Uonse 
that  the  Senate  bare  psssed  a  bill,  entitled  "Aa 
act  making  farther  proriMon  for  tbe  di*po*a\  of 
IheseclionBof  land  heretofore  resetted  for  the  fu- 
ture disposittoB  of  Congress  ;"  lo  which  they  de> 
■ire  the  Coocurrenee  of  this  House. 

CLAIM  OF  LIEUT.  KKIGHT. 

The  House  pt«oeeded  to  eotMider  the  bill  fat 
the  relief  of  Liestenaat  Simean  Kaigbt;  wbena 
motion  was  made  by  Mr.  PtTsiH,  and  eoeonded, 
to  amend  ihe  same,  by  adding  to  the  end  thaicof 
(be  bllawing : 

"  ProBtM,  katMver,  Tbat  nofliing  in  diis  ad  con- 
tained ia  intended,  or  tfaall  be  conatmed.  to  admit  or 
■inetioB  tbe  rigltt  or  claim  of  tbe  said  Brigadier  Geix- 
enl  Jamas  Wilkinson,  to  an  allowaBce  for  eiira  i»- 
iJDBs,  In  any  case  whstSTor,  or  in  aay  way  to  eieu|a 
bim  from  being  accoaolabte  to  the  United  Stalaa  fm 
tbesaid  sum  ef  one  tbotMand Ibar  banned  and iltj- 
fi>nr  doliata  and  forty  ceata,  Mid  Is  kina  bj  tbe  mi 
Simeon  Knight,  as  afereeaid. 

A  debate  took  place  on  this  motioa.  The  mo- 
lian  was  opposed  by  Meson,  Root,  Wbwbt. 
Rhea  of  Tennessee.  bimI  Ncwtoh,  and  Mfpomi 
by  llessra.  PiTB1R,PlGUiAN,TAUJlaMG.LrON, 
Pmiidbxtxb,  MiuroB,  aad  ovmhimt.   At  on  a 
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former  ooMiioi^  ibe  right  of  •  Brigadiir  Oeneral 
(o  receive  exira  ratioDH,  m  corornaadant  of  a  a^p- 
■rat«  poat,  waa  d«aied  od  the  an*  biari  and  main- 
Iatn«d  on  the  otber. 

The  question  on  thr  amendment  was  decided 
in  the  «ffirmaiire — yeas- 62,  aaf  15,  as  fallowK: 

Ts&a — JcMeph  Aitan,  Biefcici  Bacon,  Banrell  Baa- 
B0tt,  Abijah  BiKslaw,  Daniet  Blauddl,  WiUiaai  Batlnr, 
John  C.  ChaolbaTlaui,  WiUUm  Chambariin,  Epaphro- 
ditua  Chafnpioo,  Martin  ChiUenden,  Jimea  Cochiai^ 
Orchard  Cook,  John  Davaaport,  jr,  WiHiam  BI7, 
I}a*id8.(ilariand,CItailaa  Goldaboroagh,  ThoiAaa  B. 
Go\^,  Bdvin  Qny,  WilLiup  Hak,  Daaid  HaiBter,  WU- 
liam  U.elm^  Jooathan  U.  Hubbard,  Ebcneiar  Hiuir 
tington,  Richard  Jackion,  jr.,  Robert  Jenluii*,  Thoisaa 
Keoan,  WiUiam  KenneJj,  Jawph  Livia,  jr.,  Bdward 
Bt.  Loe  LiTermora,  Boheit  L«  Raj  Liviagiton,  Mai- 
tfaew  LyOn,  Vincent  Matlhewi,  Pleaiant  M.  Millar, 
'William  Milnor,  Sanruel  L.  Mitchill,  Thomai  Mooro, 
Jeremiah  Marrow,  Janstbin  O.  Mowley,  Joieph  Prar- 
aon,  UeDJanin  Picktnanjr,,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr^Elisha 
R.  Potter,  Joaiab  Qoincy,  John  Rea  of  Pennajlvinia, 
John  Roaa,  TbOToai  Samniaiu,  Adam  Sejbert,  Dannia 
Bmelt,  Samoel  Smitli,  John  Stanley,  Jamea  Stephen- 
BOD,  Lawia  B.  Storgea,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Tag- 
fart,  Benjamin  Tatlmadsa,  John  Thempaon,  Nichriaa 
Van  Djke,  KiUian  K.  Van  Reoaaalaar,  Labaa.  Whealbn, 
Bnkiel  WUtmsB,  Jamea  Wibon,  and  Robert  With- 


NAia — WIBia  AMmi.Jr.  William  And«raon,Da*id 
Bard,  Ad«m  Sojd,  Robttt  Browp,  Joaeph  Calkonn, 
Matthew  Clay,  William  CrawfbH,  WiUUn  TiMeft 
BaniUai  GbdmU,  Gideon  Oardnat,  Thomaa  QbolaoB, 
Jamea  HoJIaod,  Jacob  Hul^r,  John  Loia,  Aaron  Lyle, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  Alexaadat  MdCim,  William  Mc- 
Kinley,  John  Monl(oineiy,  Onrdoo  B.  Humfogd,  Thai. 
Newbold,  Tbomai  Newun,  John  Nicbetaen,  John 
Porter,  Paler  8.  Porter,  John  Rbea  of  Tenneaaee,  Mat- 
thiaa  Richarda,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Eraitoa 
Root,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  John  A.  Scud- 
der,  Ebenezer  SeB,Ter,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Bmilie, 
Oeorge  Smitb,  John  Smith,  Henry  Soathard,  Uri  Tracy, 
Oeorge  M.  Troup,  Charlea  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  White- 
Un,  and  Robert  Wright. 

The  bill  passed  to  a  third  reading— ryeai  5^ 
nays  29. 

DEBENTURES. 
The  bin  for  inuing  debenturea  in  certain  oasM 
was  read  a  ibird  limei 

Mr.  Holland  mored  an  iodeflaita  postpone- 
ment bribe  bill. 

Mr.  Bicon  was  ia  part  opposed  to  the  bill,  and 
said  be  tboald  Iberefoie  move  a  lecoMinitinenl  of 
the  bill  if  iha  motion  of  Mi.  Hollinv  did  not 
MMceed.'  Mr.  Rbbi,  uf  TenneiMe  was  oppowd 
to  the  bill.  MeuiR.  MvMroRD  and  NEwro.tspokc 
in  favor  of  it. 

From  want  of  a  qaoram  (many  of  the  members 
•tteDdiBgiba  interesting  debate  progressiog  in  ibe 
Benua)  the  Hoose  adjourned,  3S  to  38. 

TBDBaDiY,  February  21. 

The  bill  Snm  tba  Seaate,  enillled   "  An  act 

making  futtbet  pro* isiooa  for  tbe  diaposal  of  the 

seciiootf'Of  tand  heutofora  resarvad  for  lb«  fntuta 

d^posiiioa  of  Cangiep,"  vaa  r««d  Mi^e,  and 
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Lands. 

Mr,  Ltok  presenl 
bnbiianis  of  lite  Illinoij  Territory,  prayitig  thai 
the  pre-einplioo  right  to  certain  laodi  maybe 
Eranied  10  ihem,  together  wlih  an  in  and  an  out 
lot  of  the  town  of  Siiswney,  ia  said  Terrilorjr. — 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  EpFEa,  from  the  Comtniilee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  presented  a  bill  making  appropriations 
for  carrying  into  effect  H  treaty  between  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  and  the  Great  and  Liiile  Osage  aationi 
of  Indians,  concluded  at  Fort  Clar:k,  on  ibe  tenth 
day  of  November;  lehich  was  read  twice,  and 
commitied  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Sat- 
OrJay  next. 

Mr.  Sivae,  from  the  lamt  camrailtee,  also  pre* 
sfBlad  a  bill  repealing  the  tenth  section  of  the 
"Act  to  ioeorporalc  the  snbseribers  to  the  Bank 
of  the  United  Statea;"  whieh  wa.t  read  twice, 
and  oommitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Saturday  neif. 

Mr.  BppEa,  from  the  same  committee,  also  pre- 
:ienicd  a  bill  allowing  additional  compeniati'on  to 
the  Postmaster  Qeoeral ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  CommiUee  of  the  Whole  on 
Saturday  next. 

The  Speakbb  laid  before  the  .House  a  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  pursuance  of 
the  resolutioDS  of  thii  House,  of  the  tweoiy-^iurtli 
and  tweniy-serench  of  December  last,  concerning 
eerlain  bills  of  eichanjie  drawp  on  Degea,  Pur-t 
viance,  and  Compaay,  Narv  Agents  at  Leghorn  ; 
which  was  read,  and,  together  with  a  report  on 
the  same,  made  at  the  present  sevaion  of  Coa- 
greas,  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary,  referred  to  a 
select  «ommiitee.  ^ 

Mr.  8W90K,  Hr.  MoKm,  Mr.  Tdrk^r,  Mr. 
Chittenden,  and  Mr.  Smilie,  were  appointed 
the  said  coinaiiliee. 

RETURNED  BILL. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Edward  CuleiL  his  Sec- 
retary, who,  by  command  of  the  President,  ro- 
turned  to  liie  House  the  bill  pajised  by  the  two 
Houses,  entitled  ''An  act  incorporaliag  the  Pfot> 
eatanl  Episcopal  Church  in  the  town  of  Alezan- 
driSf  in  the  District  nf.  Celtimbia,"  and  preeenteA 
to  ine  Pres^enl  for  hi*  approbaiien  and  aigna* 
ture,ODThiirsdaytherourleeulhiBslaot.  loWbtoh 
tull  the  President  having  made  objeeiione,  the 
same  were  also  delirered  in  by  the  said  Seereiary, 
who  then  withdrew. 

The  objeciioos  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
entered  at  large  on  the  Journal,  as  follows : 
To  Ihe  Hmuc  of  RtpratnlaUtt*  oftht  Vhiltd  Stattt' 

Haling  examined  and  conaiderad  the  bill,  antiUad 
"An  act  inivrpMating  the  Pioteatant  Gpiacopal  Charch 
in  the  town  or  Alexandria,  in  the  Diatribe  of  Colom- 
bia," I  now  return  the  bill  to  the  Hooae  of  Re^senl- 
ativM,  in  'Which  it  originated,  with  the  Ibllawiag  ob- 

BsMusa  tba  biU  axoeada  Aa  lightfid  authority  t* 
iriiith  OoTamBeala  ara  hmitod,  hj  the  a»inlial  di*. 
lineliDK  Ma*aa>  mvi^  and  MficUoa  tanUoa*,  aad  w- 
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IMm,  in  ptrticnlor,  tba  «rtiel*  of  tba  Conatkution  of 
Dm  Unittd  Sulac,  wbich  daet>n*,  that  ••  CoDgrMi 
■ball  maka  no  law  rMpeetiOf  a  liriigiaoi  taUUkli- 
maDt"  Tbe  bill  enacta  into,  and  aaUblialiu  hj  law, 
nodr;  niln  and  proccedinf*  rdaLl**  puralj  to  the 
organiaation  and  polity  of  the  chuicfa  incorporated, 
and  eemprehending  ei^n  the  election  anil  lanovd  of 
the  MinuLer  of  Ihe  laine  ;  to  that  no  change  could  ba 
made  therein  b;  tlia  particular  locielj,  oi  bj  the  gene- 
ral  cbnrch  of  which  il  ii  a  member,  and  wbote  author- 
it;  it  lecognliea.  Tbia  paiticular  church,  ihereloTe, 
would  ao  far  be  a  relrgioai  catabliahment  bj  Ian  ;  a 
legal  farce  and  aanctinn  being  gi*on  to  certain  artielei 
IB  ita  conalttntion  and  admlniMration.  Nor  can  it  be 
'  soniidarwl,  that  the  anidea  thni  eitabliahed  are  to  b« 
taken  aa  (he  <k«aeripti*a  erimia  only  of  Ihe  corporate 
Uentitr  of  the  eodet;,  inaamveh  aa.  thia  identil;  mnat 
in  other  dianetetiatici ;  aa  (he  ngulatiolw  o>- 
:  an  ganerallj  naeaaiptiali  and  altenble  ac* 
WrdiDg^lo  the  priiidpleaandean«oa,bj  w^ichefanrdiaa 
of  that  denominatian  goiern  thenuelieai  and  a*  tbo 
iojnnctioni  and  prohibitiona  contained  in  the  regnla- 
tloDi,  would  be  enlbrced  b;  the  penal  conafqaeoaea 
applicable  to  a  lioUtian  of  than  aeoatding  to  Ihe 
Joeal'law: 

Became  the  bill  Teal*  in  the  taid  incorporated  chnich 
BRsQtborit]'  to  pio*iJfl  far  the  mpport  of  the  poor.and 
the  education  of  poor  childiao  of  the  Bama;  an  avtbor- 
itj  which  bping  altogether  euperflooui,  if  the  proriaion 


aganej  in  canyiug  into  eSect  a  public  and  ciril  duty. 
JAMES  MADISON. 
FciwaarSI,  ISll. 

'.  Mr.  BAa»ETT  suggetted  the  rahreBc*  of  the 
Message  to  a  select  comiDiliee. 

The Speakih  conceived  (bat  the  articla  oa  the 
Constituiisn  Oa  this  sabjeet  required  that  the 
House  ahould  proceed  to  a  reeoDiidcraiioa  of  the 
bill. 

On  moilon  of  Mr.  PiTctii,theHoaaepro«eeded 
to  reconsider  the  hilt. 

Tbe  Message  was  again  read,  as  alio  wai  the 
following  clause  orthe  ConstltDiloD ; 

"  Everj  bill  which  shall  have  puHed  the  Hoase  of 
Bepresentatiiea  and  the  Senate,  ihall,  before  It  becomes 
a  bw,  be  precentod  to  the  PrealdenI  of  the  Unitid 
Btatea ;  if  he  appro*a,  he  aball  sign  il ;  bnt  if  not,  he 
dull  ratum  it,  with  hii  objectiona,  to  that  Houae  in 
which  it  aball  haie  originated,  who  shall  enter  the  ob- 
jactiona  at  large  on  their  Joornal,  and  proceed  to  re- 
consider it.  If;  aflar  anch  recoaaideratioD,  two-thirdt 
of  that  Hooaa  shall  agraa  to  paaa  the  bill,  il  aball  be 
•ent,  together  with  the  objeotion'a,  to  the  other  Honae, 
bj  which  it  ihall  liltewiae  be  reaonaidered,  and,  if  ap- 
Bored  b;  two-thirda  of  that  H»aaa,  it  ahall  become  a 

Mr.  RiKDOLPa  asked  whether  a  motioo  for  in- 
de6nite  poMpooemeat  would,  in  the  opioioa  of 
th<>  Speaker,  lie  in  this  easel 

The  Speaker  believed  not. 

The  foUowiog  article  of  the  Cotutilulioa  yrat 
thea  read  by  request: 

"  Congreai  ahall  make  no  law  respecting  an  ••tab'- 

-'' it  of  religion,  or  pr^biling  the  li«e  esereiae 

i  or  abiii^iBg  the  freedom  of  apaech,  ar  of  the 
n  tfaa  right  of  the  peoplo  psasaahly  to  aaamMa, 


id  to  petition  the  GhreniBant  far  a  tedls—  of  gnai>- 

Mr.  BaMiTT  said,  ihoogh  ib«  Goaadtation  bad 
prescribed  a  fecoosideralion  'of  the  bill  when  re- 
turned, the  mode  of  reeonuderatioo  waa  not  pre- 
'bed;  and  it  migbi  as  wdl  be  br  relvreace  le 
aaeleclsommiiteeasiaanf  olber  mode.  ThehiU 
might,  perhape,  be  aricDded.  Of  (beir  power  (• 
ameno  it  io  il*  preaeotstage,  bowerer,  hr  was  aot 

Mr.  SMfLiB  coDceifcd   the   Conaiitatioa  pe- 

TBMorily  10  reqarre  an  imtnedixie  deeiaioB. 

Mr.  PiTRiH  said,  that  Ibis  aoeaikH)  wasaertv 
.  .m.  He  had  no  idea  that  (tie  ConsUtolioa  pre- 
cluded Cong;reM  from  pacing  lavra  to  iaeoipo- 
rate  rtiigiouasocieliesfor  the  purpose  of  eaablias 
Ibeni  to  bold  propentr,  &e.  He  had  always  hrld 
the  Con»[ituiion  to  ioiead  to  prcTeat  tbe  esub- 
lishmeut  of  a  National  Church,  saeb  as  ihe 
Church  of  England — a  refusal  lo  subacribe  to  the 
tenets  of  which  was  to  exclude  a  citizen  fnia 
office,  &.C.  Desiring  time  for  refiectloo,  he  ihere- 
fore  wished  the  bill  to  lie  on  the  table  for  furdier 
coaaideraiioo. 

Mr.  PicKMaH  said,  it  appeared  to  him  that  the 
bill  was  not  an  imporiani  one,  a  refvaal  to  paaa 
which  would  be  produciiteof  aa^  BcnoaaiBJary; 
and  yet,  that  a  full  discaasion  of  the  principlca  it 
iQTolTed  wi^uld  occupy  the  whole  of  the  maaiik- 
der  of  the  seriioo.  ft  two-third*  of  the  Ho>aae 
wera  to  refuse  to  prisceed  to  a  reeoBaidoiwiioa, 
the  bill  would  be  ipto  facto  at  an  end;  and  this 
he  thought  would  be  the  beat  cotirse,  &c-  con- 
■ideringall  the  circumstaoces. 

Mr.  WHEAToif  said  he  differed  w^driy  from  his 
colleague  (Mr.  Piokhar)  aa  to  the  imporiaBce  of 
ibe  bill  DOW  unJer  com  idem  ion.  He  did  not 
imagine  that  they  were  lo  asmmc  the  objectioas 
of  ine  President  to  be  valid,  and  (d*  course  lo  dis- 
miss tbe  bill.  They  bad  a  dut*  to  perfonn  aa 
well  as  the  President-  He  bad  perMT«cd  hia 
duly  in  the  case  preseoled  for  coosideratioa.  Aad 
woul4  gentlemen  assome  it  as  a  correct  position 
becanue  ibe  bill  was  objected  4o  by  the  Pretideol 
that  the  House  ought  not  Xa  act  oaderstandinglyT 
This  wss  not  a  correct  principle.  Id  his  view 
tha  otjjeciioos  made  by  the  President  to  ibis  bill 
.were  altogether  futile.  Mr.  W.  said  he  did  ikH 
consider  this  bill  anr  tofringenMat  of  the  Coo- 
slituiioo.  If  it  was,  both  branches  of  the  Legi» 
lature,  sioee  the  comraencemeot  of  the  Gorern- 
meni,  had  been  ^oili^  of  such,  iofiittgeeaeai.  It 
eawld  not  bo  said,  indeed,  that  ih«j  had  been 

Suilty  ofdoing  much  about  reiigina;  hat  ihmf 
ad  at  erary  session  appoioled  CiMplaias,  to  be 
of  diSereoi  deDominalioOs,  to  inierehaiwe  weekly 
between  the  two  Hooiea.  Nov,  if  a  bill  for  reg. 
ulaliDg  the  funds  of  a  reli nous  society  could  bi 
an  inrriogeroeDt  uf  the  Consiinition,  the  tw< 
House*  had  so  far  iofrioged  it  by  electing,  pay- 
ing or  coDiraciiog;  with  their  Chaplains  ;  for  sa 
fat  it  established  two  differeot  denomiaaiions  of 
religion.  Mr.  W.  deemed  this  qnesiioo  ot  rery 
gr* at  comeqnence.  Were  the  people  of  this  Dis- 
iriet  D«*er  lo  havo  anf  religion  ?  Was  ii  to  be 
•fitiraly  eaelnded  frm  tbeae  tea  nulet  sqnaiei 
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He  sboold  bt  afnjd  to  coote  ifibit  w*re  ta  be 
the  ease.  The  want  of  (ime  was  no  sufficieiit 
reason  agaiOBi  giTJag  ibit  fubgeei  a  msture  coa- 
sideration.  Wbat  wa*  iIodc  oggbt  10  be  well 
done.  For  ibeie  maoB*  he  wa*  fa  faf  oi  of  ibe 
bill  If  IBB  on  tha  table. 

Mr.  Maoom  qooted  a  precedtnt  of  the  proceed' 
inga  ID  a  cate  liniilur  to  this  in  Oeneral  Wash- 
imoton's  Atltniniatratioo  ;  jn  whicb  tb«  Hoaae, 
after  a  consideratioD  of  tba  Meaeage,  bad  come 
to  the  FollowiDg  resoliiiioii : 
I  "  Reaahed,  That  to-morrow  b*  aHlllwd  lot  tha  tb> 
conaiileratiiiii  of  nid  bjll,  aeeonliag  to  Ibe  Coutita- 
tion  of  Um  Unil*d  Btatoi." 

He  moTed  that  Ibe  same-  reaolniion  be  now 
adopted. 

Mnare.  Ltor  and  Botd  were  in  favor  of  aa 
I    immediate  dreiajon. 

Mr.  BoDTHABu  wiihed  a  postpoDement  to  gire 
bim  lime  loesamiae  tbe  bill.  He  wascoDTioeed 
tb«t  a  bill  might  be  paned  for  regnMn^  tbe  tem- 
poral concerasofa  religions  Bocielr^whicb  would 
not  TioJate  the  Coastliaiion  ;  but  did  not  nay,  till 
he  could  examine  whether  [bi«  wai  EUch  a  bill 
or  not. 

Mr.  Q^uiRCT  qnoted  eases  of  laws  which  had 
passed  tbesignRtureofthe  late  President,  which, 
ID  every  loaieiial  reipeet,  appeared  to  him  tacon- 
lain  the  aame  prAviaiont  as  this  bill. 

The  motion'of  Mr.  Maoqh  waa  adopted  with- 
Mil  a  diTision. 

CDLTOEB  OF  HBMP. 
Mr.  Nbwton  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Nary  to  the  Commit- 
lee  of  Cotumerce  and  Manufactures,  on  tbe  pro- 
priety of  eocouracio^  the  caltare  of  hemp,  by 
protecting  impost  duUea,  or  by  prohibiting  it*  im- 
portation from  foreign  countries;  which  was  re> 
lerred  to  a  Committee  of  tb«  Whole. 
Tbo  teller  is  >■  followa ; 

NiTT  DapiaTvaar,  Jan.  SI,  181 1. 
8iB :  I  bate  bad  tba  konor  of  rfceivuiB  jooi  letter 
of  tbe  ITth  fnatant. 

As  ts  tbe  erpedieniiy  of  eneonragini  the  enllnre  of 
bam^  b^  protecting  bnpoit  doliai,  oi  bj  prabibiting 
tha  importatios  of  Aat  article  into  the  Uohad  Slatea 
and  its  Territpriea,  it  is  not,  I  praaama,  eipeded  of 
me,  to  make  any  obaerratlaDe— a«  tbeae  are  sobjecta 
eppartaining  peeolieriy  to  the  TreaaorT  Depattmsiit ; 
andnoJoabt  tbeSecntary^theTreeaniycanadbrd 
all  the  information  neceaaary  to  enaUe  yon  to  farm  * 
satiahetory  opinion  epon  them. 

Witkont  Tentniing  an  opinion  npan  tbe  expediency 

of  either  ef  Iheee  proriaiona,  I  will  aAbmit  for  yaar 

eenadention  the  Mowing  ebeenetioBa  relatiie  to  the 

I        celtnte  and  deeaaing  ot  hemp,  Sk. 

I  [n  fte  eaaaya  Aral  made  by  onr  ooonlrynien  in  Ibe 

^        raltate  of  bemp,  and  in  dreailnB  it  ler  maricet,  tha 

I        tr*^"!!!!^  *^  iuetperience  were  aenaibty  Mt.— 

Many  anen,  added  to  tbe   diaanaaWe*  of  prerion* 

Iwbit,  dinoBnged  it«  enltore.    Doobte,  too,  whether 

I        the  elimatv  or  ami  of  onr  eonntty  was  adapted  to  the 

r        raicing  of  hemp,  mm  entertained.     Bnt  Tery  few,  tn- 

r        deed,  indnlged  tbe  expectation  that  we  sbonld  eTar  be 

Mg  to  make  hemp  equal  to  that  of  Rnada.    Hence, 

I        Mr  ntany  yeara,  the  ndtnie  of  tUa  important  anUle 


^  coho — all  whicb  meleiiaUy  afleet 


nltimete  Buocert,  perseTcrei]  io  repeated  experiaienle, 
and  ban  at  lau^  aeqaired  ibst  [neclical  iofbnnb. 
lion  whidi  has  corrected  muiy  of  their  first  arrora, 
and  oon  enables  them  to  raise  hemp  in  inch  quantity, 
and  of  such  quality,  aa  to  compeneate  Ihtm  amply  for 
Ihgir  trouble.  Stilt,  hewstcr,  tbay  have  not  yet  ao- 
qnired  fthat  eatenaire  information  upon  the  lubjeet 
wbich  would  aasure  to  them  all  the  anvanlage*  aiiauig 
fiom  tbe  culture  of  this  laluable  article- 
In  preparing  the  hemp  tor  bteeking,  t)ie  pemidom 
practice  of  what  is  commonly  called  "  daw  rotting," 
atill  .proTails  to  a  great  extent — a  psactiee  tedwos  in 
its  process,  pertiel  and  nneqaal  to  ita  aSeele  npon  the 
Sbrt,  end  deatmctiTe  of  conaidenble  qvantitiea  ot 
hemp  by  the  una*oidable  eipoaore  of  it  to  the  winde, 
whioh  Uow'it  about  end  entangle  it.  Hamptbos  jne- 
pered.  ia,  in  eoMe  places  atMog,  b  otbersi  week,  and 
haa  moreover  a  dance'  ~ 

In  hemp  Iker*  is  a  viaooK^  gnnmy  Mriietanee,  bf 
wUeh  the  Abrae  of  the  berk'  are  beand  Ugetbel  and 
to  Ibe  body  ef  tbe  plant,  and  all  thafia  neeeeaary  to 
Brspera  it  t>r  breaking  ie  to  dleaolve  thie  enbetanae. 
The  expenenee  of  oibar  natione  haa  long  ainee  de- 
eided  tlwt  due  diaadntion  cen  beet  be  efieted  by  in- 
mening  oi  alee[dng  the  plant  in  pure,  cieaTi  running 
water,  which,  in  a  mnch  shorter  poiod  of  time  than 
any  other  ayatem  heretofore  practiaad,  produeea  thin 
diaeolution  oier  all  parte  of  tbe  plant  equally ;  makea 
it  equaU;  strong  in  (11  places,  reailen  it  more  flaiible, 
given  it  a  liraly  bright  colcir,  and,  whet  ia  an  object  of 
.  vaat  importance,  eipedally  as  reepecte  durability  under 
water,  it  will  receive  and  retain  a  greater  portion  of  tai 
than  when  prsparsd  by  "Jeiv  rotting.  It  may  be 
here  further  remarked,  that  the  more  dear  and  pure  the 
stream  of  water,  the  brighter  will  be  the  coIot  of  the 

'*Den  rotting"  requires  many  weeks  of  constant  at- 
tention ;  but  practical  men  affirm,  that,  in  a  pure  warm 
stream  of  walert  the  process  of  diasolittion  will  fre- 
qnently  be  completed  in  five  or  aii  daya. 

In  Suaaia  three  weeks  are  allowed  for  sleeping 
where  the  water  is  not  *eiy  cold;  but  if  cold,  aa  in 
river*  end  iprings,  five,  and  sometimea  ni  weeka  are 
found  (o  be  neeeaaary.  To  sacertain  whether  the 
hemp  be  suffidenlJy  ste^ied,  a  'heed  ia  taken  out  of 
the  poDud,  dried,  and  beat,  and  if  the  bnak  comea  o% 


pcnded  npon  a^cke  placed  boriiontally  for  the  purpose 
of  drying;  after  remaining  in  tbe  open  air  in  thia  ait> 
nation  abont  a  fortnigbt,  it  ia  removed  and  put  Into  a 
kiln,  where  it  ia  auffered  to  remain  tii«enty-foar  hours. 
It  is  then,  ready  for  tweaking,  which  operatian  is  per- 
ibrmed  by  meam  of  •  bind  nilli'aRer  Ibis  is  done, 
the  busk  ia  beaten  off  by  atrtVing,  tbe  heads  obliqaely 
with  iron  and  wooden  instruments  of  tbe  shape  of  a 
large  two-edged  knife ;  fin^j,  it  is  drawn  tlm>ngb  a 
wooden  comb,  with  one  row  of  wide  wooden  tttth,  lot 
the  pnrpoae  of  unravelling  and  cleaning  it. 

Aa  to  the  dimate  and  aoil  beat  adapted  to  the  col* 
tme  of  belnp,  it  may  be  obeerved  tfiat  it  is  raised  both 
in  the  Mgid  end  torrid  lone,  and  that  any  lott,  if  not 
wa^  may  be  made  to  yield  hemp,  akbough  Uie  Heher 
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other  part*  of  tha  United  Btatet,  thert  i>  an  atnindaties 
•f  land  patuliarlir  adapted  to  the  cQltlttv  of  bsmp. 

Aa  to  tha  certaint]'  aiMl  profit  of  «  crop  of  hemp,  H 
i>  belitiTei)  that  no  crop  k  raore  certatD  wben  anrn  i'~ 
gtoand  adapted  to  it.  and  to  the  grower  it  yielda 
ptoSt  aDpeiioT  to  moit  artielea,  and  aieeeded  bat  by 
WW;  an  acre  of  ground  wall  phngfaed,  hairowed,  and 
manorad,  will  yield  a  tbonaand  poandi  <tf  chan  hemp, 
worth,  when  properiy  cnird  and  dreaaed,  trom  9100  ta 
91B0— atmistiniM  V>00.  Tbe  labor  and  naeaaaary 
biiUdinp  rerjuired,  id  the  aowiog,  preaanlng  and  pn- 
paring  for  market  a  crop  of  hemp,  ire  inconaMerikble 
when  compared  with  aome  other  artielea,  and  eapecially 
Mtaeco,  while  the  pmfll  ia  peater  and  tbe  injory  done 
Id  the  aoil  mtiefa  leaa. 

aorJage  made  of  Americ«n  hemp  baa  been  braa|ht 
iMODaa  in  onr  Navy.  Foretanding  and  tannin;  rr^ 
ifitig,  and  indeed  fitr  moat  other  pDrpoaea,  excepting 
eaUea,  it  k  fcnnd  la  aniwer  Tory  well,  even  when  mad* 
•f  "dew-iottad"  hemp.  Of  tbe  "watei^ivtled"  bemp, 
w«  hava  not  yet  h«an  abla'  to  promin  a  eaffieiant 
fvaolity  to  jnttily  om  exalnding  the  na*  af  Rnatia 
hampieapMBUytecablaa.  Aaeiie—  "walai  luWil" 
bMap  ia  BO  doubt  Mnal  in  all  laapaela  to  the  beat  Bna- 
atabanfi;  Mted,  I  raUMr  ineline  tatUnk  itanpi 
iJpontbia  paint,  bowarer,  tbaaauplaa  herawllh  aaol 
will  anafala  yon  to  fMB  an  opinion. 

No.  1  ia  •  aaBt^a  of  American  "  water-rotted"  bemp 
grawn  on  Blannerhaaaett'a  kland. 

No.  3  i>  a  aanpla  of  Rnnia  bbmp.  dallnred  b 
by  a  Mpenaket  aa  the  bewl  hind  of  Rnaiia.    In  (faia, 
BoweTer,  I  incline  to  Iblnk  thare  mut  be  Mme 
lake,  thongh  it  k  eartiinly  gftod  haup. 

No  3  k  a  «ajt1a  of  American  "dew-rottod"  hemp, 
grown  In  Boletourt  county,  Virginia. 

Upon  eiaoiiniDg  IhsM  samplea,  yoa  will,  I  ball 
Bod  the  opinion  which  I  hare  ventured  to  eipresa  with 
reapect  to  the  mode  of  dreieiag  hetnp  confirmed  in  a 
great  meaaute.  The  great  dtffdrence  between  "watet- 
relled"  and  ■  dew-rotted"  hemp,  will  be  obriooa  to  jou 
from  aneh  examination. 

American  "  dew-rotted"  hemp,  being  of  a  dark  color, 
Unqnenlly  neither  broke  nor  scutched  ai  it  ougbt  to 
be,  and  bronght  to  mirktit  withoat  being  properly  em- 
bklid,  doei  not,  in  auch  eaaei,  command  a  giud  price 
in  our  matteta.  Theae  are  the  cansea,  and  thii  the 
■fleet.  The  grower)  of  hemp  ought  not,  however,  to 
bo  dbcooraged  by  thle  circumstance.  They  ihoold 
TMnember  that,  in  remoTitig  tbe  cau*«.  the  effect  will 
ceaw :  and  they  may  be  aaiurcd  that,  if  Ihelt  hf  mp  ji 
properly  prepared,  it  will  alwaya  command  a  price 
•qnit  to  the  hemp  of  Runia,  probably  auperior.  For 
ny  own  part,  aa  Secretary  of  the  Nary,  I  can  only  lay, 
that  IB  inch  eaae  I  abould  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  give 
»  decided  preference  to  hemp  of  onr  own  growth. 

The  quantity  of  hemp  raised  in  our  country  in- 
dctM*  cTery  year,  iqd  no  donbt  eiiala,  that  in  a  Tery 
^ort  period  of  time,  enough  will  be  raised  to  lOpply 
•Tory  public  and  priTale  demand  for  all  the  purpose* 
to  which  it  u  applicable. 

The  deaiderata  In  be  obtained  appear  to  me  to  be, 
la  penuada  our  countrymen  to  relioqukh  tbe  prevail* 
ing  peraiciDu  practice  of  "dew  rotting,"  and  to  adopt 
that  practice  which  the  exparieace  of  other  natiooa 
llaa  approved,  namely,  tha  sleeping  in  water;  tbia 
donei  they  will  aooD  find  their  advantage  in  the  chaaga, 
and  thus  a  new  and  powerful  impulse  will  be  given  to 
the  CDlture  of  this  valuabli  aiticle. 


Sboold  yoa  think  it  erp«dient  t«  oflbr  any  indnca- 
menls  to  prodaee  thti  change  in  the  mumer  of  drc» 
ing  our  hemp,  whenoe  would  Sow  each  happy  e&els, 
permit  ms  to  obaerrs,  that  tba  only  one  whicb,  at  tka 
time,  ocrai*  to  me  as  coming'  within  tha  raoga  of  my 
offic^  duties  to  execnto,  would  b«-nii  uiniMl  appi» 
priation  by  Congiaaa  of  a  sun  of  monajr  uDohljiig  bm 
to  contract  for  a  supply  of  AmericoB  bomp  tM  eaa- 
vaaa  fbr  tha  sM  of  out  Navy.  Should  tluo  plaa  bt 
approved,  the  appropriationa  should  be  mada  in  lima 
to  admit  of  contracts  being  formed  prior  to  the  com- 
menccmeot  of  the  eeason  for  cropping;  and  the  lint 
sppropristioQ  Aodd  be  made  dkiiact  bom  other  sp- 
proprktions,  or  it  might  be  added  to  the  estimaiea  fbi 
tha  current  yesr  in  tba  first  inatance.  This  would  ia- 
voIts  aa  apptapifatmn  in  theBiM  yaw  ozoacfing  tba 
amoanl  reiiuirM  in  that  year  (or  tho  eipanam  of  ilsa 
N**7,  bnt  It  wooM  be  a  ptoridon  fer  Ite  iiaiiiii 
year,  and  the  amount  might  be  dodactod  CnM  tka  aM^ 
mataa  of  tha  enauing  yaar.  Tbe  fropriatjof  Ibkpio- 
tiaion  will  readily  occur  te  yon,  whaii  I  otate  (ha  ka, 
that  it  would  net  be  possibly  at  thia  tiuM,  la  coatrad 
lor  Ihais  articles,  deliverable  in  time  to  be  tued  within 
tbe  year;  thegT  could  not  be  deliverod  till  after  tba 
crop*  of  (hii  year  ihall  hare  been  gatbereJ  and  pre- 
'  '    market.    In  the  contracts  whtct  auglit  ^ss 


thk  object  of  Cougresa,  to.  stipulata  dial  the  hemp 
■honid  be  ileeped  in  water  inatoad  of  beinf  expeatd  to 
dawi;  and,  npoo  good  aeenitl;  being  ffiven,  a  pottion, 
not  exceeding  one-fourth  or  one-thild  of  the  amount 
of  eaoh  contract,  nlf  bt  be  advanced.  Tlsan  conttacta 
being  judidoualj  dktributad  in  riifBiifnit  paMa  of  (ba 
country,  and,  what  would  bojna^  a  higher  priea  beiag 
given  than  "dew-rotted"  hemp  would  oiiaiiund,  it 
would  not  be  unreasonable  to  a^p|e<»  tliat  a  apirit  of 
eBtnlalion — alway*  nsefiil  to  public  improrenenta — 
liled,  an^ '" '- -  '  *   '■ 


I,  and  pownfutlj  a 


tiaHy  piomoto  individoal  Ba4  nuioBol  psosfstity. 

Some  ibw  of  o«r  ooontrynKm  do^  at  tita  time^  I  MB 
told,  onlertain  apprehanaono  that  ow  maikak  wiU  bo 
overstoiAed  with  American  bempi  and  that  the  prico 
will  be  gnatiy  dimioiahad-  Thia  admitted,  tht^  hava 
it  in  their  powtr  la  prevent  the  impottaliam  of  all  tm- 
aign  hmnp,  bf  ""H'lg  their%  in  all  laapaeta,  aqnal  to 
foreign  hemp.  This,  indeed,  in  a  tialienal  liaw,  wooU 
be  an  imponaot  point  gained.  But  whan  it  is  eon^d- 
ared  to  what  a  varisty  of  pnrpoaea  hemp  k  sfpUcabk; 
that  we  aio  at  tbU  time  greatly  depaodenl  n^n  for- 
eign countries  for  hemp,  for  eanvaas,  and  hnans  <d 
various  kinds  made  of  hsmpi  that  tbeia asista  a  apirit 
of  patrioliam  and  of  penavering  iodnstiy  laadj  U  '  ~ 
exerted,  when  fit  opportonitiea  at   "  -   ■     ■ 

olT  thk  d^ndence ;   that  if  mi 
raised  than  will  ba  required  far  oordagei  k 
cBDvam  and   lineoa  will   naclaaarily  be  astaauanao. 
Such  spprebensions  looct  thoir  Jbtce,  and  yisU  M  riAoe- 

-  -  and  anticipations  of  tbe  noM  sgrssshia  nateio. 
GomprehaasiTe  view  of  thk  anlJBet  hmda  ua  la 
cheiiih  tba  expectation  that  tha  United  titataa  iriU.  al 
no  very  dktant  period,  become  expoflan  of  hompt  an 
thsT  nowareof  evaiy  other  deacriptiaB  of  naval  stoteo 
and  of  cotloBi  and  tbat.tha  imlividaala  who  laiaa  it 
will,  LkathuaewboraiaaolharnaTtlalonaHideallaa, 
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nrally  mtalM,  and  wilb  Iha  hup*  tbi(  tbej  m»j  if  aw- 
ful in  aidini  jout  deiiberatiooa  opoQ  the  highlj  inlai* 
eating  qaolioii  now  nniler  yoar  ponBderatioB. 

I  have  the  boiiM  U>  ba,  Ac. 

PAUL  HAMILTON. 

Hon.  TaojcAa  NiWToi,  &c. 

Mr.  Ltor,  after  lome  pr^Hminary  remarks 
aubmitted  the  following  resolution: 

Xtaohed,  That  additional  or  orifinal  dntiei  tni^t 
to  be  laiii  on  tha  importation  of  card  wlra,  hemp,  lead, 
and  cotton,  aoil  npan  all  m^Mifacturea  of  frhich  those 
artidea  conatitula  the  chief  uinriala. 

Mr.  Eppeb  luggtsied  a  reference  of  the  resolu- 
tion to-  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  Thorn 
was  rvfcrred  a  bill  on  ihe  subject  of  adJiiioaal 
datiea. 

Mr.  NiwTON  italed  (hat  a  molifiion  on  thk 
aabjeei  of  hemp  having  been  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manuractum,  thef 
had  applied  to  ibe  Secretary  of  the  Nnvj  on  the 
■object,  from  whom  a  re^xM-t  had  been  receired  of 
eoDsidenble  inierest,  which  ought  to  be  referred 

Hr.  Ltdn's  reeolutjon  was  referred  ai  moved. 

COMMERCIAL  INTERCOURSE. 
The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
biU  sonplemeniarjr  to  the  act  coucerning  eom- 
mvrciai  intensoarse,  At. 

[This  act,  it  will  be  recotlected,  contains  bot 
one  seclioD,  exempting  from  seizure  resfeis  wjfh 
their  cargoes  which  bad  left  the  ftin*  of  Great 
Britain  previoas  to  the  gecood  ofFebroHry.] 
Mr.  Efpe!  mored  to  amend  the  bill  bf  add 
to  it  the  following  sectkins : 

"Sac.  3.  And  bi  it  /tirlhet  maclid.  That  in  a 
Great  Britain  shall  m  revoke  or  moiliry  hei  eilicta, 
that  thaj  shall  cease  to  vialate  the  neotnl  eammei.- 
of  the    Uniteil   State*,  the    Ptesident  of  the  United 
States  shall  declare  the  fact  bj  prodama^on ;  and  loch 
proclaisatioD   shall  bs  sdimKad  as  endencs,  and 
other  CTidence  shall  be  admitted  of  luch  revocation 
niodifiealloa  in  any  anit  fbr  prosecnlien  which  maj  be 
inMitnted  nnaer  the  foorth  lecliOD  of  the  act  to  which 
tbU  ael  ia  a  soppluBonl.     And  the  restrictions  im- 
posed, or  which  may  be  ittpoaad,  by  Tfrtne  of  the  said 
aot,  shall,  from  Ae  ilats  of  stub  podi 
and  be  dbcontiiined. 

■Sac.  8.  AndbtilfiiriierenMtttA  That  nnlil  the 
pntclamslioB  kfonaaid  ihall  have  been  iasasdt  the  aev- 
eral  provisions  of  the  third,  fburtb,  Sfth,  sixth,  seeeath, 
•ighih,  ninth,  unth,  and  eighteeotb  wottoDs  of  tha 
act,  entitled '  An  act  to  iDterdicc  the  commercial  inter> 
courae  betneen  tha  United  Stale*  and  Great  BriUiin 
and  France  and  [heir  dependencies,  and  fbi  other  pur- 
fnsei.'  shall  havs  full  force,  and  be  immedialel?  cairied 
into  effect  against  Britain,  her  colonips,  depekdrncieB, 
tee.  Pnnnded  hmontr,  Tbat  any  vessel  or  roerchan- 
ffise  which  may  in  pursuinc*  thereof  be  seized,  prior 
to  the  fact  being  ucertained,  whether  Great  "  '"  '" 
Aall,  on  or  before  the  second  day  of  Felirui 
thouasnd  eigbt  hondred  and  eleven,  have  rei 
Biodifled  h«r  edicts  in  the  manner  abovementlonei^ 
■all  nevertheless  be  lastared  on  application  of  the 
psrtiea,  on  their  sivlair  bond  with  anprovad  aureties'" 


States  thereon }  and  any  sach  bond  shall  be  coosid* 
ersd  as  aailsGad  V  Ureal  Briuin  shall,  on  or  befon  ilie 
second  day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eleven,  have  revoked  or.  modified  her  edieta  in  tha 
nanner  abovementioned," 

Mr.  E.  said  it  would  be  seea  that,  in  the  nreaeiil 
itaia  of  our  laws,  there  was  no  prorisioD  inai  tha 
lOD -intercourse  with  Qreai  Britain  ahoold  cease, 
r,  after  the  third  day  of  March,  she  alao  should 
10  revoke  or  modirjr  her  edicts  as  that  they  should 
:ease  lo  violate  our  lawful  commerce.  One  of 
the  objecta  of  hi*  amendment  was  to  provide  for 
thai  contingency.  Aooiher  provision  <rf  tha 
amendment  went  to  retnove  doubts  which  might 
exist  io  the  minda  of  some  as  to  the  operation  of 
the  law  of  May  last,  and  which  might  give  rise 
to  vexatious  sutts,  The  committee  had  thought 
it  proper  iliai  to  lhi«  ease  the  Legislature  should 
sief)' forward  and  decide;  that  it  was  not  coasisi- 
eni  with  the  responsibility  they  owed  to  the  cots-- 
muniiy  to  turn  over  to  the  judieial  tribuoala'tiie 
decisioa  of  the  qucittoa  wheihef  the  Don-ioter* 
course  was  in  force  or  not.  ThMeaccitaoa,  Mr. 
B>  remarked.  logeiher  with  the 'provtsioos  now 
before  the  House,  were  calculated  to  preserve 
preoiseljt  the  present  aititudeof  the  United  States, 
and  to  wait  for  eventu  to  authorizfc  a  change  of 
iL  [f  aov  such  course  should  be  takea  as  was 
propoeed  "hy  a  repeal  of  the  law  of  May  last,  in 
what  situation,  h«  asked,  should  we  steed  both  as 
resfeela  Qreat  Britain  and  France  1  You  hate 
by  taw  proposed  to  both  ceiiaio  condiijoes;  and, 
before  the  arrival  of  the  period  allowed  to  Oraat 
irilain  for   the  repeal  ol  hei  orders,  yoU  a 


eiadoo  of  such  a  step,  as  to  the  other  oaiion  % 
At  a  time  when  there  is  no  doobt  that  her  decrees 
will  be  revoked,  and  that  at  preseDt'tber  oeaa* 
to  have  their  operation,  you  revoke  the  law  on 
the  faith  of  which  the  revoealioo  is  made  I  The 
pnpaaed  iseaaate  will  preserve  onr  preseoi  alii- 
lode;  and  as  it  is  freed  fVom  the  provisions  (oh^ 
jectionaUe  to  some)  for  eafocciog  more  rigidly 
the  noa-inlaicograe,  and  is  yet  such  a  eourse  aa 
will  comport  wilb  the  honor  and  digniif  of  the 
nation,  1  hope  there  will  be  no  objesiioa  to  it. 
Havio^  been  always  myaelf  ^n  favor  of  the  priB- 
ciple  ot  the  bill,  1  am  prepared  to  vote  for  it  and 
(or  the  additional  seotions.  I  eonaider  it  impot* 
taot  that  the  decision  shouM  beat  onee  made,  as 
veasel*  are  daOy  arriviog.  The  eoltaciors  are  at 
present  liable  to  sviu  to  an  ioimenie  saon ;  and 
It  is  proper  that  the  reapoasibility  slioald  in  such 
a  caM!  restoo  the  priDcipal  rather  than  ibeageats. 
1  therefore  hope  the  bill  will  be  psssed  to  a  third 
readioa  this  daj. 

Mr.  LvoH  said  he  «■*  one  of  thoae  who  thought 
that  the  natiooal  faith  bed  not  been  constitutional- 
ly pledged  ;  that  they  were  never  aaihorized,  as  a 
eomponcot  part  of  the  Legislature,  to  give  such 
a  power  to  another  branch  of  the  Legislature  or 
to  the  Executive.  What  had  been  received  from 
France  to  make  this  taw  a  contract?  A  declar- 
alioD  that  her  deerees  were  revoked,  and  should 
aot  openia  after  tha  fim  of  Novamber.    Waa 
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tbwlTuef  Ha  prtmimed  it  wm  boi.  Tbtae- 
flOUDii  from  Europe  amoanted  id  ihia;  thai  our 
TCM«ls  are  10  rtmaia  Kqaetlern)  antil  the  aeeood 
tef  of  Ftbtvatj,  lod  ihrn  Xo  rectiTc  ibeir  6Qal 
doom.  Are  we,  laid  be.  lo  be  charged  wiih  a 
breacb  of  xood  faiih  tot  the  rcfmal  on  ibeir  pari 
to  fulfll  their  drelaraiioo  or  promise  f  What 
eoold  beeipeeied  to  be  the  ultimate  Talc  of  tbcM 
TMseU  7  That  ihejr  would  ba  *old,  and  the  pro- 
CMda  depotited  in  ihe  Imperial  ireaiurjr,  A«. 

Mr.  Bibb  uid  it  was  eertaialj  far  from  his  la- 
letitioD  lo  throw  an;  erabarrasiimeol  in  the  wajr 
of  tbr  Committee  of  Poreiga  Relations, liut  he 
was  DDWilting  to  act  od  this  matter  without  due 
deliberatKHi,  aod  therefore  nored  that  the  bill 
aod  amendmenla  ahiiald  lie  on  the  table.  Tht 
BObjeet  was  doi  so  nrgaoi  that  one  daiy  would  be 
ft  matter  of  aof  fttml  conaeqaence. 

Mr.  Eprsa  aaid  he  bad  no  objeetion  to  the 
■ftotiOD. 

Ur.  Goi.DaaoROiraB  mad*  ■  motion  to  refer  it 
toa  Commiiiee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  HnMroBD  ataied  that  it  wai  hia  intentioD, 
when  the  bill  abould  come  Dndsr  consideratioa, 
to  move  the  following  amendment  to  it; 

PfmUid,  That  nothinf  herein  eontaiaed  shall  ba 
oimatnud  to  ■fleet  tha  oifoe*  of  ship*  or  TeasaU  Trbollj 
•woad  br  a  citii«D  or  dlixens  oT  th«  United  Statea, 
which  bad  daarad  oat  Ibr  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or 
fbr  aoj  othat  port  b^oad  the  sama,  prior  to  the  lOtk 
tt  Nonwber,  one  Ibossaod  eiglU  hundtad  and  (•■■ 

He  said  he  bad  inserted  the  lOth  of  Nofember 
to  allow  lime  for  tbe  airiral  of  Ihe  pruclamaiion 
ftt  ihediflbreot  Mrla. 

The  motioa  for  the  bill  lo  lie  on  iha  table  was 
upti*ed— B3  to  4S. 

It  was  referred  to  a  Comnittee  of  the  Whole— 
fiS  to  Sl--«Bd  mbda  the  order  of  the  day  for  lo- 

JOHN  MiLCNAMAHA. 

Tbe  bill  for  ihe  rdief  of  John  Uacftamam  was 
read  a  third  time.  [The  bill  goea  to  relieve  tbia 
peraon  frona  peoalir  for  brionug  to  tbe  United 
Btatea  cities  fnim  Cuba  and  ibeir  alares.] 

Ur.  Rahdolpb  oppoaed  the  bill  on  the  ground 
of  (b«  danger  of  giringaof  the  leaat  license  to 
the  iniroductioB  of  slaTes  into  thia  coantry,  or 
of  the  marooni^  brignad*^  ot  cal-throais  from  8i. 
Doiaiogo,  or  clsawbere.    He  alluded  to  the  late 


the  neighborhood  of  New  Orlesna,  which, 
ha  said,  a«f  bl  to  call  «n  all  orders  of  meo  ia  the 
Btate  to  lUseoanienatice  any  relaxatioa  of  ovr 
bwa  on  ihia  sttbjcet. 

Mr.  Cbbtu  entertained  the  same  general  aeu- 
tiraenUasMr.  Rardolfh,  but  this  was  a  pe«n< 
liar  ease  of  hardship,  where  a  captain,  ignorant 
of  our  lawa,  had,  from  the  mere  impuUe  of  bn- 
maoiif,  without  anf  other  eompensatioD  than 
tbe  gratification  of  that  aeniinieDt,  farooght  a 
number  of  these  people  from  Nanan. 

Mr.  Rhba  opposed  the  passage  of  the  bill  on 
(be  same  sroandi  ai  Mr.  Rahool^b. 

Mr.  Nbwtoh  ataied  the  circumstances  nf  Ihia 
na« :  that  a  law  waa  ftlnadjr  in  exiateaee  wbkh 


wonld  have  afforded  relief,  bad  tk*  mportaiioa 
been  direct  from  Caha;  bat  the  aUrea  baii^ 
been  eircoitooaly  hrooght  from  C«ta,  via  Nas- 
sau, thia  case  was  taken  Ottt  tbe  aeope  ot  the  law. 

Mr,  CnKTBa  moved  to  reeommii  tbe  bill,  with 
a  view  to  insert  a  provii>ioa  reqnirinf;  tbe  t«-n> 
portalioB  from  tbe  United  Siata  of  the  sUrei 
thus  introduced. 

Afier  debate,  the  motioD  waa  Bgrevd  lo,ud 
the  bill  recommitted. 


Fbidat,  Febrnarr  22. 

The  SpsAKia  laid  berora  the'Hoaaea  icaolo- 
(ion  of  tbe  Legialaiutc  of  the  State  of  Keawckf, 
declaring  the  assent  of  that  State  to  tbeaacnd- 
ment  proposed  bjr  Coogrtsa  at  ibcir  laai  semioa 
to  tbe  Constitution  of  (be  United  Buiea,  rcpec^ 
ins  tiitesof  nobiliif, 

Mr,  Vah  Hobh,  fiom  tbe  CotBniucc  for  ike 
District  of  Columbia,  prcaenied  a  bill  «n(boriziag 
tbe  PresidsBiand  Manager*  of  the  Poioaac  Bridge 
Company,  to  draw  a  lottery  or  lotteries  within  the 
Dislrietof  Columbia;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  lo  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  lo- 
tto rrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  infonaedtW  Hume 
that  tbe  Senate  hare  passed  the  bill,  enlttM -" Atk 
act  in  addition  to  ihe  act,  cDiideil  *  An  act  sap- 
pleiDentary  to  the  act  eoneerning  Coiunki  and 
Vice-Consuls,  and  for  the  further  protection  of 
American  seamenj''wilb  amendments  J  sod  a  bill, 
entitled  ''Ad  act  in  addition  to  tbe  act  to  regu- 
late Ihe  laying  out  and  making  a  road  fnim  Cnm- 
berland,  in  the  Slate  of  HaryUod,  to  ihe  Siatc 
of  Ohio ;"  as  alio  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  oei  to  ex- 
tend the  ri^ht  of  saffrag*  in  the  Indiana  Terri- 
tory, and  for  other  purpoaes;"  to  which  amrnd- 
menis  and  bills  they  deaiie  tbe  cooeuneneeaf 
this  House, 

CLAIM  OP  LIEUTENANT  KNIGHT, 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bineon  Knight  was 

read  a  third  tine.    [Tbe  bill  aaihorizea  the  i^ 

ny  ment  lo  Mr.  Knight  crfn  shoi  of  raoney  paid  by 
m  to  Qeoeral  Wukiasen,  onder  the  orien  M 
the  War  Department,  for  extra  ralioas,  dtc^allow- 
anee  of  which  he  is  refused  by  the  AcconDtaat 
of  Ihe  War  Drpartmeai.    Tbe  bill  also  coota ins 
provision  that  this  Ull  shall  not  be  held  to  sane- 


tible.  HisohjeetwastomovearesolniioBiTqarriog 
[be  President  to  lay  before  the  Home  a  stacemeat 
of  the  pay  of  Ibe  respective  Brigadier  Qeacrftlx. 
Motion  lost — 16(0  4t. 
Mr.  W.  [hen  opposed  (be  billon  account  of  (he 

[iroviso  which  ii  contained.  He  went  itklo  a 
engihy  detail  to  &how  that,  wbiltt  Qeneiml  Wil- 
kinson, the  oldest  brigadier,  received,  uader  the 
law  Iff  1306,  but  two  thousand  seven  hundred 
dollars  at  most;  the  two  inferior  or  yooofef 
brigadiers,  under  tbe  law  of  1806,  received  four 
ihousand  three  boBdred  and  thirty-two  doUan 

Mr.  Root  alao  tffqmi  the  hill  at  leagth  oh 
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the  iamf  f rounds.  He  had  rather  McriSce  th> 
iniliriJuar  ju^l  as  hlaclnim  aiighi  be,  than  &HCri- 
fice  (treat  'principle).  He  could  not  conseat,  he 
(■id,  to  iBse  shelter  bebtad  ihis  youcg  man,  Mr. 
Knight,  to  Bssassiaste  ibe  rppuiaiioa  of  the  laie 
President  aod  Secretary  of  Warjuoder  whose 
niociioD  the  paymeut  of  General  Wilkinioa  had 
been  made. 

Mes.trt.LovB  and  Poit«DEXTEB  spoke  agaioil 
the  bill,  and  Mr.  QoLDaaoBoueii  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  SoDTHAaa  mo*ed  iu  iadefioite  [MMpoao- 
niaDt.~-Por  iadeSaile  poatpoDBOmt  83,  again U 
it  ft3,  a*  follows: 

Yaaa-^minel  J.  Alatoa,  WillU  .MatOa,  jna.,  Wil. 
liam  Xtdtwtom,  Eiakial  Bt¥a,  Datid  Bard,  William 
W.  Bibb,  Adwi  Ba;d,  Bobert  Bnwn,  WiUian  A. 
Buiwall,  WiUian  Ballar,  ioaapfa  Cattonn,  l«nplo» 
Cheraa,  Matthew  Clar.  Janea  Goohraa,  WiUiaiB 
Ciawfiird,  Richard  C«l«,  John  Dawaaaj  JoaaphCaaha, 
JahD  W.  Bppa^  WUUani  Findlay,  Masha^  PranUin, 
Baiaillai  Oaraatt,  HidwiD  Oardnar,  David  &  Oariand, 
Thomaa  Obobsn,  PetaraoaOaadwrn.Jaaiaa  Uolbnd, 
Jaoob  Unity,  WiUiai*  Kannailj,  J^n  Lava,  Aama 
Ljla,  Nathainal  Haam,  Alaxandar  MeXxm,  WilUan 
McKlnlev,  John  HonlgooHtT,  NichoUa  B.  U»mn, 
Onidon  S.  Mamtbrd,  Tkaaiu  Nawbotd,  Thouaa  Nb«- 
Ion,  John  Portir  John  Rhn  «f  Taanaaaae,  MatttiiM 
Richaida^  Banntf  Biafgold,  John  Roaiia,  Eiaattia 
Boot,  BbcMeer  Bage,  SBmoel  Shaw,  Jofin  Vnitia, 
Oaoiva  Bmidi,  John  Bailtk  Hanrr  BoudiaRl,  Richard 
Suntad,  Jacob  Bwoopa,  John  Tbooipaan,  Uri  Tracf, 
Oeorga  M.Ti9ap,CharleaTnniar,jan.,Bobar«W««li- 
1^,  Babart  WhitehiU,  Riahanl  Wuin,  aad  Bobaii 

Nit^awph  Allan,  Willtan  T.  Banr,  Ala|>h 
Bi««law,  I>an>al  Btaiadall,  Jamsa  BretAearidro,  John 
O.  Chambariaini  Epapliniditaa  ChaoipiDH,  Maitin 
Chiatandan,  John  Davanport,  Jan.,  William  Elj,  Jamaa 
Emott,  Baraol  Ohrdaaiar;  Ubarlat  Oolddion>oa|fa, 
Thoaiaa  a  Gold,  WaUaai  Hab,  Natkanial  A.  HaTon, 
Daniel  Haiator.JiflialhanH.  Babbaid,  BbanaaarHoni- 
ingl^t  Bichard  Jadtaon,  jna.,  Bobart  Jankint,  Pbdip 
B.  K«;,  Bgman  Kuckarbackar,  Jaaeph  Lewia,  Jun.; 
Bobert  La  Roy  Livingatoo,  Vineawt  Itailbawa,  Plaaa- 
a»t  If.  MUtor.  WiUiaa  Milnor^  eamnel  L.  Milahill, 
ThoniM  Moore,  Janathan  O.  Moaalaj,  Jcaaph  Faar- 
■•D,  Benjamin  Piefcman,  inn.,  Tinoth;  Pitkin,  jaa-. 
Paler  B.  Portnr,  BUaha  R  Poltar,  Jottah  Qoibcj,  John 
Baai,Thnnaa  Sunuoiia,  Daniel  SheRby,  llannii  Bnelt, 
Jtdin  Stanibey,  Junes  StaphenaoH,  Lewl>  B.  SturBsa, 
Samnal  TiRfmrt,  Benjemin  Talhoadga,  Nidwlaa  Vaa 
Drka,  Archibald  Van  Hwn,  Kitlian  K.  Tan  Banaaa- 
laer,  Laben  Wliaalan,  Baekicl  Whitman,  Jamaa  Wil* 
•on,  and  Bobart  Wttbanqaion. 

COMMERCIAL  INTEBOOUBSE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sppes,  the  Hoose  resolved 

it»lfinioa  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill 

■upplementary  to  the  act  eoQcernlag  commercial 

I        inlercourse,  dtc, 

Mr.  Rbea,  of  Tennessee,  mored  to  amend  the 
I       amendmeni,  offered   yeiierday  by  Mr,  Eppes,  *o 
as  la  provide  that  If,  befitre  Ike  KCOnd  of  Febru- 
ary Uul  Great  Britain  shall  have  so  revoked  or 
^       modified  her  edicts,  ic.,  then,  and  in  that  cote 
oalg,  should  the  PieiideQi  issue  his  proclamation 
tus^ading  the  aon-iniercourae,  &.e.    He  said  be 
wiabed  toavoid  aofdiffioaltjt  in  tha  eonaUoctian 
nth  Con.  3d  Sess.— 33 


of  the  law.  He  wan  opposed  to  anfmodiflcatioa 
of  the  BgreemeDi  with  France,  and  desirous  to 
:iirry  it  into  ruUeSeei.  Had  Great  Britdio  done 
be  same,  be  would  have  shown  the  same  dia- 

Mr.  EppEa  said  he  considered  it  no  fiart  of 
he  compact  or  agreemeol  with  France,  that  if 
Qreai  Britain  should  not  revoke  her  order*  before 
the  secotid  of  Februarir,  we  were  to  remain  in  a 
state  of  noD-iniercourae  with  her  forever.  If 
she  should  revoke  her  orders,  as  was  possible,  ii 
must  be  the  wish  of  every  man  that,  the  moment 
the  fact  was  known,  the  oon-iDlercours«  should 
be  withdrawn.  The  Legislature  might  Dot  at 
time  be  in  session, anif  the  bill  woiitd  vest  the 
power  in  the  President  during  the  reeeia  to  de- 
clare tha  fact  oa  which  their  revocation  de< 
pended. 

Messrs.  Wriort  »ni  Rnci  of  Tennesaee,  anp- 
ported  the  motiun;  aad  Mr.  Sppes  replied. 

The  CommlKee,  without  taking  aquestron.re* 
ported  progresi,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  bill» 
passed  by  the  two  Houws,  entitled  -''  An  act  in* 
corporating  the  Protestant  Bpiseopal  Church  in 
^he  town  of  Alexandria,  in  tha  Diatriet  of  Ci» 
lumbia,"  which  vaa  returned  by  the  Preaideat 
yesterday,  with  objections;  when  an  adjooni- 
meat  being;  called  for,  was  carried. 


BATdBBAT,  Febraary  33. 
Tbe  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 


lod  Viee-CoBsuU,  and  for  the  farther  proteolioii 
of  Amerieaa  snmen  ;"  and  the  same  twii^  read, 
were  eoiHHirrad  io  bf  the  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  let  In 
addition  to  tbe  'Act  to  regulate  the  layinnoDt 
and  making  a  roadTrom  Comberland,  in  the  State 
ot  Maryland,  to  the  State  of  Ohioj"  wns  read 
twice,  and  committed  toaCoramiitee  of  the  Wlwle 
on  Monday  neil. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "AqmI  to 
.  extend  tbe  right  of  suSrage  in  tbe  ludiaoa  Ter- 
ritory, aod  for  other  purposes ;"  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  tbe  Whole 
to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  a  seleetooiB- 
mittee  on  ■  resoliuiun  of  the  Lagiatative  Caon- 
cil  and  House  of  Reptesentaiivea  of  the  lodisH 
Territory, 

Od  motioD  of  Hr.  MgEbe,  the  select  commit- 
teeappoioied  the  tveniy-ihird  ultimo, on  ilie  me- 
morial of  William  Limben,  were  discharged  ; 
aod  the  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  this 
House. 

Mr,  Weakley  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
iahabiuots  ofWesi  Tennessee,  prayiae  the adup- 
lioQ  of  such  measures  by  the  Qeoer^  Govera. 
meat  as  will  secure  to  them  the  free  aod  unmo- 
lested navigation  of  tbe  Mobile  and  Tombigbea 
riven,  of.  which  they  are  now  deprived  by  lb* 
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ioterrereace   of  the   Indians.— Referred    to  ibe 
Becteuty  of  Stale. 

RETURNED  BILL. 

The  House  resumed  the  recoaeideraiion  of  the 
bill  paued  bf  ibe  two  Hou>es,  eniiiled  "An  act 
incorporaliog  ihe  Prolesiant  Episcopal  Church, 
io  ihe  town  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
iumbia,"  which  was  presented  for  approbalion 
OB  TtinrFdaf,  tbe  14ih  inilani,  and  returned  by 
the  President  on  the  21si  instant,  with  objections. 

The  taid  bill  was  read  at  the  Clerk's  table, and 
ja  as  follows: 


l^tti 

lint  daj  of  Jsnn*!?,  one  thoiuani]  eight  hundred  and 
able,  «Mocial«d  u  a  religions  socieiy,  be,  and  tbair 
turrniiSTs  are  hereby,  declared  and  taula  a  bojj  cor- 
poiala  and  politic,  ■ij  the  nami.  iljle,  snd  title, 
of  the' Minister  and  Vestijof  the  Proleataat  EpiacotHd 
Ofatirch  of  the  town  af  Aleiandria;  and  bj  (be  nsnie, 
•tjle,  and  title,  afcrenid.  they,  and  their  sueeewora, 
shall  fi»eTer  lawfalt;  hkM,  htdd,  use.  ind  eayoj,  all 
and  flTery  tract  sad  tracts  of  Isad,  already  belonging 
to  the  said  Church,  which  is  new,  oi  which  may  here- 
after be,acquiredbjdonD.tionDrpDTehase;  the  Church 
■Iresdy  built,  with  the  burying  ground  belonging  to 
the  eune,  with  their  heieditarnvnta  and  apparteuuces ; 
■nd  all  books  and  other  property  heretofore,  and  that 
may  bereaftar  be,  apjwopriated  to  the  nse  of  the  said 
Chnreh,  to  tbe  scje  and  proper  use  and  benefit  of  the 
•aid  Cliarch,  agreeaUs  to  tbe  trua  iotent  and  neanlng 
Ac  which  any  of  the  said  property  was  or  may  be  par- 
'  ohtssd  or  givsn;  snd  by  the  nana,  style,  and  title, 
■breaaid.  they  iliall  be  capable  in  law  to  bold,  nain- 
taia.  and  racorer,  all  their  a*laUs,righta,and  propertr, 
balonfing  Iherela,  and  to  sae  and  be  lUad.  ^lead  and  be 
fanplsadad,  answer  and  be  answered,  defend  and  be  de- 
fended, in  all  suits,  eontroersies,  cauaaa,  actions,  met- 
ier*, and  things,  whether  thcj  be  acliont  of  debt,  ae- 
anmpait,  ejectment,  irespssi,  or  bill  in  ohinceij,  in  any 
oonrt  or  courts  of  isff  or  equity,  and  before  any  judge 
er  Justicei  nhataooTer,  and  shall  hare  one  common  seat 
and  perpetual  succession;  sod  the  service  of  process 
upon  the  churchwardens  shall  be  a  sufficient  serrice 
apon  the  body  corporate. 

8ic.  3.  And  be  itjiaiher  enacted,  Thst,  in  all  pro- 
eeedings  of  the  o&rMaid  minister  snd  vestry,  sir  mst- 
tare  shall  be  decided  by  a  majwity  of  the  rotes ;  and 
the  said  minUtei  shall  in  no  cne  bsve  s  negatire  on 
the  praceediDgs  of  the  said  coiporation,  aicapt  whan 
fata  rote  shaU  be  with,  or  make  a  m^ority  o^  the  lotea, 
present,  at  any  meeting  of  the  raid  corporation. 

Sic.  3.  And  be  H  farther  enacted.  That  the  said 
minister  and  vatry.  by  the  name  and  style  libresaid, 
shall  have  good  right,  fnll  power,  and  lawful  antbority 
to  haTS,  take,  receive,  acquin,  purchase,  hold,  use,  and 
enjoy,  all  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments,  and  all 
goods  and  chattels  ;  and  to  demise, alien,  improve, and 
lease,  not  only  the  lands  which  they  now  bate,  but 
which  they  may  hereafler  acquire;  snd  to  use  and 
improTs  such  good*  and  chattels,  te  the  nse  and  bene'- 
fit  ol  tba  said  oliBicbiao  that  Uia  aniiiMlintteaaa  tkera< 


of  iJiail  not  eiceed.six  thoaaand  dollara,  any  law,  nssgt, 
01  custom,  to  tbe  contrary  notwiltutanduiB.  And  A 
■hall  and  may  be  lawful  fi>r  the  saiil  minieter  and  to- 
try  of  the  ssid  church,  to  sell  any  of  tbe  said  prapeRj, 
real  or  personal,  which  at  this  time  Uwfnilj  belongs  io 
the  said  church,  or  the  interest  which  the  aaid  chareb 
may  hare  in  any  property,  real  or  personal,  or  which  aiy 
beteaftar  behing  to  it,  for  the  parpoae  of  sipi^ving  lbs 
proceeds  thereof  to  the  purpose  oferactingK  new  eboirb, 
or  repairing  the  present  one.  for  the  naa  of  thesaidcoDgre- 
gslion  <M  building,  or  repairing  d  weHins  or  other  bamitt, 
for  Uie  nse  of  their  minister,  or  sehoal  bosses,  wtlUii 
tbe  said  town  of  Alexandria,  or  in  *»T  other  wsf  or 
manner  as  thsy  shall,  from  time  to  time,  tkiak  bcoss- 
sary  for  tbe  boMfil  of  the  said  church:  iVan^  That 
mlbing  in  this  set  shall  be  cenatraad  ao  aa  la  a&ct 
tba  rights  or  claim  «f  any  pMsMi  or  IwraOBa,  uMatj  ot 
palish,  in  or  to  any  property  new  in  poaaeadon  ti  the 
said  ehurrh,  or  claimed  ^  it. 

Bac.  4.  Andhtitfurtkertnatttd,  That tlieaiaiMcr, 
or  in  case  of  his  abaence,  or  of  a  vaeui^,  the  rhnrch* 
wardens,  shall  call  a  meeting  af  the  Yiwtij  as  often  a> 
it  shall  tie  dacaad  neoeamiy;  seTen  of  whom  dnlt  be 
a  soffitient  number  to  constitote  a  meeting  br  the  die- 
patch  of  businea,  and  shall  haen  power  (aiccpt  tat 
tbe  alMtion  of  a  ninisler,  or  of  Atmamug,  alinaliaf , 
or  leMing  M  lend,  in  which  cases,  a  coacnrrenca  of  ■ 
majority  of  ttte  wbde  number  elected  ahsll  be  neeee 
sary,)  ta  make  such  rules  snd  nrdeia,  Ibr  the  msas^ng 


think  most  eoBdueiee  to  the  inl(««et  and  property  tf 
the  enid  ehwch  \  and  ^all  ban  the  disfisailiBB  and  or- 
dering of  all  payments  of  tbe  money*  bcbmgiiig  le  tba 
s^  chumb,  and  also  of  tbe  sppointaienl  of  s  dsA, 
tresanrar,  collector,  and  sexton,  wheaaTsr  they  ja^  it 
necessary,  and  the  aaid  dark,  treeeww,  callectsr,  a>d 
sex  tort,  at  their  pleasure  to  reBOTe,nnd  ^point  others 
in  thejr  steid ;  all  whioh  orders,  rale*,  and  ^^oint- 
manta,  together  with  the  aooonnts  of  tho  said  diorch, 
tba  said  veatn  shall  cause  to  be  &irly  antB«d  am)  pm- 
serredin  well  bound  bodlti^  to  bs  pioTMed  fcr  tbal  por- 
pgse;  and  shall  iWlrar  tbe  said  beoka,  with  Ihepapera 
snd  docnmants  belonging  to  the  aid  charch,  orai  to 
their  sncoaesors  in  oOes. 

Sac. 6.  AndhtUfwriiur  tnatted.  That,  whcnersc 
a  ninister  and  vesttynien  ars  wiating,  to  fiinn  a  body 
corporate  and  poliiic,  agreaable  to  the  diivetiott  of  this 
nd,  it  shall  be  lawful  lor  any  tw*  repalaUa  membeM 
of  tbe  church  to  call  logather,  at  the  aaid  chnreh,  by 
notice  dnl;  publjslied  in  one  of  tbe  newspapen  pul»> 
lisbed  in  the  town  of  Alexandria,  the  memben  of  the 
said  church,  and  there  elect,  by  a  majority  of  lotea, 
tweWe  able  and  discreet  men,  memben  of  Ihe  said 
church,  who  shsll  be  a  Yeatry  to  all  ultentsnad  pmpcuss^ 
snd  who,  with  their  minister,  or  during  a  vacancy  with- 
out a  mtnieler,  ahall  be  a  body  corporate  and  polrtt^  by 
the  same  name,  and  stiall  ertjay  all  the  riglit^  powera, 
privileges,  end  immunities,  which  are  giren  by  thla 
set  to  the  said  church. 

Sac.  e.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  Thst,  at  all  elec- 
tions of  a  vestry  for  the  said  church, Boperson  ahsill  be 
allqwed  to  vole  who  is  not  «  member  of,  and  who  has 
not  aclUBlly  contributed  to  the  support  of  the  aaid  church, 
for  twelve  months  next  preceding  the  aud  eleclioi;. 
There  shall  be  elections  of  vestrymen  every  third  year, 
Ibiever,  Ibe  next  election  to  be  hdd  an  Easter  Ifoeday 
noil,  and  all  succeeding  electims  on  Ihe  sams  day, 
inevery  third  year  Ihweafter,  which  alactioDsiball  bs 
bald  ajid  Mitdneted  in  thafbUnwiag  a      "^"^^ 
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■nemberi  of  the  mi  chSTch  ifakll  •Mcmblv  *t  the  sail 
i^arcli,  OT  if  then  iboold  be  ro  t.4)aTch-h(Hi>a,  at  tnA 
other  place  m  ttta  vnlrf,  for  the  tine  being,  ahall  ap- 
point by  dne  notice,  on  Eaetar  Menda;  in  every  Ikiid 
year,  aad  then  uid  there  .eiect  twett*  ehlo  and  diacreet 
man,  menben  of.  (he  mid  church,  «a  Teitrymen,  who 
•hall  contintin  in'  i^aa  far  tbraa  years,  and  imiil  their 
■aecowoim  ba  elected,  in  the  manner  aforeiaid ;  two  of 
th«  Teatiymen  >o  sboaon,  ■hall.  anniuUj,  bj  a  majority 
of  the  veitry,  be  ■ppointed  church wardeni,  nho,  oi 
eith«x  of  thenii  and  tlieii  succewon,  ahatl  pmide  at  all 
electiona  af  a*eatiy,  ihall  take  cace  ihat  Euch  election* 
are  conducted  ia  a  fair  and  orderly  maancr,  and'  ghall 
be  judges  of  the  quatifieations  of  the  electon. 

Sac.,?.  Andbeiljurthermaeled.  That,  when itct 
*  vacancy  or  Tacaneiea  In  the  veatryihallhappeD,  either 
by  death,  icaignation,  quitting  the  ehnre^,  or  remoTal, 
the  remaintng  Teiliytnen,  or  a  quoram  of  them,  ehall 
chooee  auch  p«i*on  or  p«i«on*  a*  they  may  think  fit 
and  proper,  to  aupply  the  office  ef  andi  Taatryman'  or 
Teetrymen,  iTho,in  oomplyingwilh  the  mlea  and  forme 
of  Uie  aakl  ehnrdi,  dial]  eoiMinaa  la  olBoe  until  the 
next  goneial  election,  exeepthe  or  they  temaT*,  reaiga, 
or  quit  the  ehnrch  aa  afbreeaid. 

8a«.  8.  ArutbtilfitrtAermaeUJ,  That  it  ahall  akd 
may  be  lawful  far  tb*  said  leatiy  to  make  each  proii- 
aion  for  the  lupport  of  the  poor  of  tha  aaid  church,  as 
ahall  by  them  be  thought  proper  i  and  to  provide  alio, 
in  such  mannar  aa  to  them  ihall  appear  proper,  ibi  t^e 
educatioR  of  the  poor  children  of  the  aaid  ehnrch. 

Sac.  9.  And  be  it  further  trtaeted.  That  the  Tcstrj 
of  the  aaiJ  church,  Ivo-thirda  euncurring,  ahall  hare 
filll  poirerand  authority  to  remove  from  the  laid  ehnrch 
any  roiniaier  guilty  oT  unworthy  behaviour,  or  of  ne- 
glecting the  duties  of  hia  office ;  and,  upon  anch  re- 
moral,  the  aaid  «eitiy  ahall  have  au^orily  to  elect  a 

Sac.  10.  Aitdbtilfurtlurenaebd,  That  it  ahall  and 
may  balawful  for  the  aaid  mi  a  later  and  *eetty  to  make 
anch  mles  and  r^nlaljona,  fbr  the  good  nanagaatent  of 
the  temporml  aQkinoftha  Baid«hBrch,aa  may  bs  daeiBed 
by  theaawst  expedient,  and  far  the  g«**nBM)it  of  the 
Mid  vastey.  aod  ub  aaune  to  abrogate  or  abar  aa  olan 
ai  they  shall  aes  fit :  Prwidedabaa^,  That  anch  raise 
■nd  ragulatlou  are  not  IncenBalent  with,  and  against 
any  Dronn.oa  of  thia  act.  the  lawa  ot  Congreea,  a  ' 
the  Coaalitution  of  the  United  l^tatea,  or  any  rule 
canon  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  oC  lbs  State 
of  Virginia. 

Sac.  11.  And  ht  it  further  enaettd.  That  Ihia  act 
shall  comnaeoce,  and  he  in  force,  firom  and  after  the 
pasung  thenof. 

'     JMBPH  B.  VARNUM, 
SpaAer  of  the  Moutt  tf  Repreiattatne*. 

OEOBOE  CLintON, 
Vke  Praid*ni  of  Ote  UniUd  SfaU*, 

and  i'rtridatt  of  the  Stitafe. 
The  PrMident'i  objections  were  aluosffain  read; 
«nd,  ifier  debate,  the  qoeaiion  "  That  the  House 
on  TecoasJdpraiioD,  do  agree  to  piss  the  bill',"  was 
tsken  in  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  Constitution 
of  the  Unittd  Stales,  and  determined  ii  ' 
gative— yeas 29,  nsTS  74.  as  follows: 

Yias— Jaaeph  Allen,  Abijsh  Bigelow,  Willism 
Chamberlin,Ep«pbroditus  Champion,  John  Davenport, 

£,  William  Ety,JamMEmott,Winlsm  Hale,  William 
elma,  Eheneur  Huntington,  Richard  Jackion,  Jun., 
Herman  Knickerbaeker,  Joaaph  Lsnria,  jr.,  Bdward  SL 
Ua  LiTeimora,    VianM  MUthM^  Anhibald  Mc- 


Bryde,  Jonalhiih  O.  MoeeTey,  Joseph  Pcaieon,  Timo- 
thy Pitkin,  jr.,  Eliaha  R.  Potter,  Dannis  Smelt,  Jamea 
Blapbanaoo,  Lewis  B.  Btnrges,  Samuel  Taggart,  BeiH 
jamin  TaUmadgi,  John  Tbompeon,  Hicholaa  V*a 
Dyke,  Eiekiel  Whitaiaa,  and  Robert  Witfaerspoon. 

KIais— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  EmUoI  Baeon,  William 
T.  Barry,  William  W.  Bibb.  Adam  Boyd.  Jamee 
BreokeuridgB,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Bntwell, 
WiUiam  Butler,  Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochrau.  Wil. 
liam  Crawford,  Richard  Cutta,  John  Dawaoo,  Joseph 


.  David 

Gtrland,  Thamai  Gholson,  Peteraon  Goodwyo, 
Edwin  Gray,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Reiiter, 
Jacob  Hully,  Thomaa  Kenan,  William  Kennedy,  Rob- 
ert Le  Roy  Livinsaton,  John  Love,  Matthew  I^on, 
Aaron  Lyie,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Alerander  McKim, 
WilHam  McKinley,  Pleasant  M.  Miller.  Samuel  L. 
MitchiU,  John  Mon^omen',  Nlebahu  R.  Moore,  Tho«. 
Moore,  j^emlah  Hormr,  Ilioraas  Newbold,  Thomas 
Newton,  Benjamla  Pkkmsn.jr.,  John  Porter,  Peter 
B.  Porter,  John  Hm  af  F«nnsyt*ania,  John  Rhea  of 
TauieaMe,  Matthias  RiAarda,  John.  Roane,  Enstw 
Real,  John  Rees,  Ebwran  S^a,  Lsmnel  Sawyer,  John 
A.  Scnddar,  EbenMer  Seaver,  Samael  Shaar,  Daniel 
Shefiey,  John  Smilie,  George  fJmiUi,  Sanmel  Smith, 
Henry  Southard,  Riduird  Stanftnd,  John  Stanleyi 
Jaoob  Swoi^>«,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  I'loap,  Charlca 
Turner,  jr.,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Robert  Weakli^, 
Robert  WhiteUll,  James  Wilaan,  and  Robert  Wright. 
And  ao  the  skid  bill  wa*  rejected,  two  third*  of 
the  Uotise  not  ngreeing  to  pass  tlie  stiiBe. 

COMMERCIAL  INTERCOURSE. 

The  House  rcsucned,  as  io  Comiiiiliee  of  ibe 
Whole,  ibe  eoasidenitioa  of  the  bill  supplMneo- 
tary  to  the  act  eoneerniug  eoinmercial  intercvurM. 

Mr.  Bbu'u  motion,  made  ycsieniay,  wu.neg- 

ived,  iwu  only  voting  ia  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  Bbca  mqvad  to  sirilce  obi  ibe-fint  sectUm 
of  the  ameodaieiit  proposed  by  Mr.  Eppes,  io- 
tbotKtJnf  the  Prestdeitt  to  isaue  his  pfodamwioa 
Ruspenduig  ibv  noa-inieiooHrse  wbeaetcr  Groal 
Britaia  ahall  revoke  her  Ordeia  in  CohdciI.  lift 
Mid  tha  prinoipl*  would  exteitd  to  n  haodred 
y«afa  as  well  at  to  a  «ia(le  day  aAer  the  aeoand 
of  February.    The-moiioo  was  lost— a^es  0. 

Mr.  Liramona  objected  to  ih*  principle  of 
naking  the  President's  proclamation  the  proof  of 
the  oeourreoce  of  a  fact.  The  principle,  he  said, 
was  001  to  b«  found  in  any  former  law,  and  waa 
doottary  to  reason  a*  veil  as  precedent. 

Mr.  EffEa  and  Mr.- Boss  opposed,  and  Mr. 
LiTButoaa  and  Mr.  Milnob  supported  the  mo- 
■ton,  which  was  negatived — yeas  54,  nays  30. 

Mt..WBiaHTiBid  he  was  aboal.iomake  a  pro|^ 
oaition,  which,  he  hoped,  would  meet  the  appro- 
batjon  of  every  meiober  of  the  House.  It  waa, 
to  amead  the  ueiion  so  as  to  read :  "  In  eaaa 
'  Qreai  Britain  Bhall  make  such  arrangement  with 
'  the  Uiiited  States  relative  to  the  sutreniler  t»f 
'  trnpresaed  Ameriean  seamen  as  shall  besatiafae- 
'  Lory  to  the  President  of  the  Uoited  States  j  and 
'  shnH  so  revoke,  dec;  the  President,"  Ac 

Mr.  W.  supported  his  motion  by  urging  a  vari^ 
ety  of  eoosUeraiions  arising  from  the- deiettiioa 
of  OKI  wamen  in  Btiiish  jaih^  aa  he  Ufotd  tin 
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■bipR  of  ffiir.  H«  caUnuud  ibe  DDmfaei:  low  io 
tbiaiiiuaciau  at  len  [houMDtt.  He  alludad  to]b« 
1m«  impfe«inn«D(of  ■  Drpk«w  of  a  Sroatvr  of 
lb*  Uoite^J  Biaif",  (Mr.  Raw.)  Hr  uU  tbry 
Mid  DO  distlDeiioD  to  f  eraooa,  and  wostd  aa  ■o«>d 
mpr«M  a  member  of  Ifaii  Umaat  ai  aoy  om  flue. 

Mf.  Bbba  *up|)orled  the  moiioB.  Oor  Minis- 
ICT  bad  tuld  .Di  a  * erv  6rm  tooa  oMhi  now  M  t>e 
•Mumed  writ)  ihai  QoTPrniii«nt.  of  whkli,  as  it 
now  (rood,  thU  bill  would  be  rtiber  rcireaiiDz 
thao  oiherwiite.  If  theameridmni  wervadopieo, 
be  nid,  it  would  at  least  aerve  lo  keep  alive  the 
reuembraDce  of  tboae  wbo  tppeued  ofarly  to 
Inve  been  rorgotten. 

Hr.  Lyon  made  sQine  obtervltioDi  on  ibe  tab- 
jeei  or  the  iDcluiioo  of  tbo  blockade  of  Kday, 
1806,  ID  the  cdieii  demaoded  ef  Qrcat  Br iuin  ta 
be  levoked.  That,  b«  uid,  waa  aot  authorized 
by  lawt  and  thia  waa  loba  anotbtc  iot^iaacBt 
tbr»wo  »  ibe  way  of  any  Mlileineot. 

Mr.  Smue  oppoied  ibeaiMMMiion  of  aoah  a 
puif  DHiiua  a*  Ibii  to  ibe  prcaeiH  bill. 

Mr.  Wmobt  Npportad  bii  notioB  at  eoMidar- 
.  aWeletiKtb.  Henid  otnipamsnliBd  been  pirtti- 
«alty  ttkeo,  aed  if  wc  eonld  caieh  ihelr  oapton 
in  ibi«  eoaptry,  tbeV  ooghi  to  be  hiiDf;.  He  raid 
if  the  House  refmed  Io  like  any  tneasoWs  for  thfe 
relief  of  those  teamen,  be  thould  move  lo  bring 
io  a  bjli  10  ransom  them,  as  we  hid  done  from  the 
AlgcFJBea.  Thii  waa  a  g«od  tiitae,  too.  he  taid, 
for  ererybcdf  kaaw  where  there  ware  (7 1100,000 
of  money  (stock  held  by  British  itubiecis  in  the 
Bank  of  ihe  United  Biates}  which  might  be  well 
appropriated  lo  the  fiarpoie.  Unleia  oar  seamen 
vwreto  be  released,  it  waa  high  time  ibere  should 
ba  a  rerolutioD  ia  ifaa  eosotry. 

Mr.  WiuorHT's  motion  was  negatfred,  atiteen 
▼oiing  io  iha  aErmative. 

The  Bni  seciioo,  proposed  as  aa  amendment 
bjr  Mr.  Bppss.  was  ibvo  agreed  to. 

Tba  leeond  seciioo  being  ander  eimsi deration, 
tvbioh  iroea  to  drclara  ibe  noo-im'poriaiion  to  be 
n  force  agaioM  Great  Britain,  Ac. 

Hr.MiLRoaiaid:  Mr.  Cbalnnaa,  when  I  rake 
■  rlew  of  the  course  which  haa  been  pnrsaed  io 
relailoD  to  tfaiasaiij^ei.  during  the  prewnisenfoa, 
I  aonfen  I  feel  greatljr  aurpriicd  that  we  should 
be  called  upon  io  adopi  ihs  jireaeni  measure.  It 
vill  be  retiollceted,  sir,  that,  ai  a  rery  nt\y  pnried, 
the  honorable  ebaimtn  of  ibe  Commitlce  on 
Foreign  Re  I  at  ion!.',  reported  a  bill  supplemeatal 
to  lbs  aet  of  Ibe  let  or  May  last.  Although  the 
fcntlemaa  did  make  one  or  two  feeblo  aiientMB 
to  call  it  up  for  oonsider aiion,  yet  it  was  manifest 
that  ibere  was  a  general  tadiapoHtian  to  aet  upon 
it  at  that  time.  This,  is  ibe  opinion  of  myself 
Mtd  many  others,  arose  from  a  doubl  in  the  good 
faith  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French.  It  was  true 
that  be  had,  throngb  the  Dnke  of  Cadore,  .declar- 
«lthal  lb*  Berlin  aad  Jditea  decrees  were  re- 
Tohed  on  the  6ih  of  Angnsi,  and  that  they  shenld 
Maae  to  have  efiect  after  the  firxt  of  November; 
and  it  was  also  trne  that  the  PiMident  of  the 
Onited  States  had,  by  bis  proolamatioa  of  thu 
Sd  of  Norembcr,  declared,  not  simply  that  this 
abatl  been giTcn, bat ibattlMdauaeswera 


revoked,  and  bad  ceased  to  opiate.  Noiwiih- 
standiitg  tbii  declaialtoa  of  llte  Prvaiilent,  the 
preriotH  condncior  the  French  Emperor  inspired 
an  almost  ualvarial  doubt  of  bia  good  laiib,  asd 
iha  eurioua  ebaiaeter  of  the  declaration  made  hf 
Cadore,  waa  calculated  to  iocraasa  it.  The  4r- 
ereea  ef  Berlin  and  Milan  were  revoksd  ;  ifaai  ii, 
dead  no  the  6ib  of  August,  nod  6eaa«4  to  hare 
eSi>et ;  that  U,  lo  live  on  tne  first  of  iroTPoibrr; 
thus  in  Is  creature  bad  ibe  arondcrful  facBliyaf 
being  dead  and  alive  at  the  tame  time;  ofcni' 
iflg  to  have  effect,  and  acting  with  full  vigor  il 
ibe  same  iosiant.  While  all  was  doubt  and  fao- 
ititioD,deFpBicbes  were  received  frum  Mr.  Rns- 
sell,  our  Charge  d'Affaires  at  Paris,  wbiebmade 
it  apparent  (hat  ibc  dectces  which  were  to  cease 
to  bare  effect  on  the  &rU  of  November,  were,  ia 
the  atoaih  of  Deoetnber,  tlill  in  exiaieace,  and  ia 
full  aad  ptaatical  openrfion.  It  ia  now  evuJoii 
that  the  Prieaideoi  WM  doped  by  the  Ffeach  Bb- 
peror,  aad  led  to  issue  a  pwelamuion  m  tba  faiib 
of  bia  proaaise,  dedariag  a  hat  whiah  did  not 
eiial.  So  convinced  were  the  Hovsa  ibu  ifaia 
was  cba  true  state  of  4he  eane,  tkai  ifae  boaonUe 
chairman  af  lb«  CoHmilieaoa  Forein  ReJanoaa 
himself  moved  to  recamm't  ihe  bill  bekad  orr- 
vioualv  introduced,  and  it  wasdone.  What, then, 
I  wovid  tvk,  sir,  bas  since  occurred  to  alicr  the 
face  uf  afliirs,  to  indace  this  newartempttofut* 
en  on  the  restrictive  syatem  against  oor  inter- 
course with  Great  Brftaio  T  Is  there  anyibiog 
in  ibe  last  communicaiion  from  the  PiesideDi, 
calculated  to  produce  such  an  effect?  Oa  the 
contrary,  it  furnishes  ihe  most  conclnsive  eni- 
dence  of  the  treachery  of  Bonaparte,  and  oosht 
to  serve  as  a  beacao  lo  wain  ua  ngftintit  truatiag 
him  furlbei.  It  is  true  thai  there  isaletterfron 
Ur.  FinkB^  to  Lord  Welledey,  dated  OcMtthei 
lOtb,  in  wkteh  the  (brmei  lahM*  lo  aro*^  liiat 
Cadvra'a  iMt«  ta  AiaMim^  ia  an  absolaic  repeal 
of  the  Piaaeh  daoveaa,  wiiboui  any  eonditioaa 
preccdeM,  aad  tbai  ibercfora  the  Briiiab  OoTvni- 
meat  oaghi  to  be  satiafied  of  its  validity,  an! 
take  iminediate  ffleasures  fdr  revoking  their  or- 
den  and  blockades,  agreeablv  lo  their  promise. 
But,  it  nnforianaiety  happened  that,  on  the  same 
day  On  which  our  Minitter  at  Londoo  was  per- 
fotmin|;  bis  duty,  in  transmitting  hi*  ahle  but 
(heoreiicar  artjument  to  the  British  Hiniairy.  out 
Minisier  at-  Paris  waa  also  pcrfonntag  bis  iluir 
in  lemo nst rat iog  s gainst  the  praeiicaf  operation 
of  those  very  deorcca,  wbieh  were  to  have  ceavd 
lo  have  tSiKt  oit  tho  Gral  of  NoTesiber.  f^^re 
Mr.  M.  read  the  letter  of  Mr.  Russell  totbeDoke 
of  Cadore,  dated  Deoember  10th,  ranoaMnitiDg 
aiCainst  the  seixure  of  the  brig  New  Orlemiks 
Packet,  il  beio^  the  onlv  case,  as  declared  by  Mr. 
Russell,  to  which  the  decrees  coald  b«  applied 
subiequent  to  the  fir^t  of  November.] 

I  recollect,  sir,  wben  Mr.  Rutsell'a  correapoad- 
eaea  was  eommanicated  to  ihi*  Housa,«ii  apolo- 
gy was  aet  up  for  the  French  Empemr.  It  was 
alleged  tbni  the  Pretident'it  proclamation  had  not 
arrived  lu  Franee  at  ibe  lime  of  ibe  aeiiufe  of 
the  New  Orleaaa  Paelcet,  nod  that  Bonaparte, 
barfinf  Kcaiaeii' aa  a«ideac«af  tba  iaitotina  of 
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the  AmerieaD  Oar«nitnenl  lo  fulfil  tbeir  ea|tBg«- 
■opni,  had  as*i  tbc  precantioMiry  ncafura  or 
-seiztD^tke  Teasel,  until  he  ibould  r<e«i«a  mrne 
eridenve  of  our  good  fkiih  ;  *nd  w»  wirs  txait- 
ittglj  told  itMt  thePmideni'a  praelimaEion  would 
not  all  10  rights,  bf  latisfring  his  dea bit ns  Ma- 
jesty of  oar  ■JacPnty.BAil  would  induce  bin  lo 
Tslpase-all  propertv  iicized.  RObBtqueiit  to  the  fint 
of  Norember,  and  oaee  more  to  put  la  end  to 
'  thoae  nim-li>Fd  d«nreei.  How  hu  ihiv  predie- 
tion  beenferiSedT  The  Pr««ideni'«procl>malion 
nvMa  enramnnicated  to  the  Frvnch  Gorernineiit  on 
tfa«  12th  t>f  Deoemb«r,  two  dap  aflPr  Mr.  Rna- 
srll'ti:  remoDBiraDCe ;  lod  jet,  Tor  anythini;  we 
knaw,  thai  irmoDRtraate  remaios  UoiDiwtTed, 
-and  the  N«w  Orleani  Paektt  ramaias  under  iria- 
ute  to  thi*  rer*  day.  It  i«  irae  that,  aTier  waiting 
tlitric«n  d(fB,Mi*Maji!Bir  eondeweuded  lodirnH 
the  partial  MispaoaioD  of  the  d«cRea,  iberebj'  giv- 
ing the  mott  poMtiv*  proof  not  oajjr  of  ibeir  tx- 
iatenee,  hut  of  iheir  aerira  operaiioo.  On  the 
'SSrh  of  Denoilw,  the  Dtkn  of  Mabm  and  of 
Oaete,  bf  iha  direction  of  tlinr  iii(«ter,  Mverallr 
wrof  e  a  leiier  lo  the  officen  ceDiiFCiB4  with  their 
respecHre  de|>artm«tits,  directiof  thien  to  mb- 
pend  the  operation  of  those  Terr  deereei,  ao  far 
«p  reapecied  the  coadcmDaiioB  ot  vnselaaBd  ear- 
goea,  aetzed  after  the  Br«tof  KovembM;  notoalr 
ihoee  Ihen  in  cUKiodv,  but  atieb  Si  should  tb«mf- 
ter  ba  sriRd.  1  will  read  a  pan  of  Iboae  letierc 
for  the  parpose  of  refreabins  Che  metnorieaof  ^ea- 
tlemni  on  the  aubjeet.  The  Duite  of  Mniaa 
writva  to  the  PreMdant  of  the  Coaneil  of  Prize*, 
aafbllowa:    "laoookngueoce  i>f  ifaiaanfafrefneal 

*  entered  into  by  the  ChinrHaeiK  of  the  UoHed 
'  Slate*,  to  aaaae  their  riitiitt  to  ba  reapact*d,  Hia 

*  Majeaiy  orderi  that  ell  the  oanacs  that  majr  be 
'pending  ID  the  Couacik  of  Prizes, of  capiorM of 
'  Ameriean  vesaels,  made  after  ibenrAtetHoreni' 
-*  ber,  and  tbMe  ihai  nMf  In  fa  lore  be  braoghiba- 

*  fore  it,  abatl  not  b«  judgedaeeordiav  to  the  prin- 
'  ciplea  of  the  dMrees  oif  Berlin  ana  Milan,'  bnt 
'that  they   shall  remain  antpendeil!  Ihevesaels 

*  captured  or  aetzed  ta  retpain  only  hi «  itate  of 

*  leqseatraiioD,  and  the  rigbu  of  the  (»rapri«iors 
'  beiag  raeerred  for  them  until  the  8a  February 
'  next,  lh«  period  at  which,  ihe  United  Siateahar- 
"*  iag  fulfilled ihDeofagemeaiteuuie  their  rights 
'tob«  reapecied,  the  said  captures  shall  be  de- 
'  elarted  null  by  the  Gounoil — and  the  Ameriean 
'  Tceaels  restored,  together  witb  their  carKoes,  to 
'  the  pTDpriciors."  The  letter  of  Ih*  Duke  of 
Oaeta  is  of  a  similar  import.    I  will  read  a  siagle 

Kragraph,  wbiflb  is  as  follows;  "  Hin  Majeair 
Ting  laea  in.  these  two  pieces"  (the  Prasidmi^ 
yraelamaiioa  and  Gatlaiio'seircalarta  theeolleO- 
■torn)  "the  eODneiaiion  of  the  oeasflres  wbieh 
''  the  Amernana  purpose  taking  On  the  secoed  of 
'  Pebruaff  next,  lo  eanse  their  rights  to  -be  re- 
'■peeied,liaa  ornered  ma  to  inform  yon  that  the 
'Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  moat  aot  be  applied  to 
'any  Amwjeao  tcsbpIs  that  haae  mercd  oar 
■<  ports  sinee  the  Brat.of  Norember,  or  may  enter 
MafMnre;  and  itaat  thoscwhieh  hare  been  se- 
'  qnestered,  as  being  in  Mntrarenlion  of  these  d«- 
<  craes,  mnat  be  Aeotyact  of  aapaeial  rapan." 


.  Here,  irir,  we  And  these  two  officers,  bt  diret- 
tioa  of  tiieir  maiiter,  ezpliculy  recognistng  ibe 
Bxlateoce  of  tJie  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  aad 
BU^pandiiig  tbeir  operalioo  not  as  (0  aequesira- 
itOD,  but  only  a*  loauDdemDatioa.  Nut  naly  ihoae 
vhieh  bat)  arrired>  after  the  first  af  Nuvember, 
but  those  which  should  thercafiar arrive,  Wareto 
be  held  in  a  state  of  sequestration,  aad  to  besn^ 
ject  [a  a  special  report.  With  this  plain  ataia- 
meat  befbie  their  eyes,  wJllgealleiaen  assert,  can 
they  possibly  believe,  that  the  deerces  wero  ra- 
roked  aud  ceased  to  have  eSeel  «d  the  Grsi  of 
NoremWr?  They  surely  eannht.  ir,.ihen,  tha 
deotaraiion  ef  the  hfih  of  Aagust  is  proved  to  be 
fiilHe,  and  Ihe'auurance  (hat  the  decrees  should 
cease  to  have  effect  afier  tbe  first  of  Norember 
was  mere  delusion,  what  beeomes  of  the  aot  of 
ibe  Gr.it  of  May,  and  of  tbe  Presideni's  rroclam*- 
lioB  1  Sir,  ihey  are  mere  dead  leitera,  having  no 
bi[U]iDa>  force  oroperatioo.  The  practical  opera- 
tion  of  the  act  of  the  Qrsi  of  May  was  to  depend 
upon  the  performaece  of  cartatn  condltjooa  on 
the  part  of  oae  or  {he  other  of  the  ballt^ereota, 
aad  ike  Preshdeat'ii  pmclamaljon  was  tolendad  an 

aotidcattoo  of  such,  performauce.  Ad- 
miitiag,  then,  tbst  a  fajibful  pwrfanoaaee  of  tJi« 
pledge  of  tiie  fifth  d(  Angaat,  on  the  part  of 
Fraoce,  would  have  bad  a  biadiag  force  on  nsto 
carry  our  part  of  the  a^rceinent  Into  i^eei,  ean 
any  mao,  under  tbe  aaiatioff  eitcaawtaneea,  h»- 
'■sve  wa  are  ao  bound?  Caa  a  riolatioBof« 
ilemn  pledge  confer  an  obiigatioa  which  ^n» 
oaly  inteaded  lo  be  oreaied  oa  theeompleie  ful- 
filneac  of  tliac  pledge?  Surely  not.  Bfr,  tbe 
law  of  (he  first  of  ftfay,  profeaaed,  on  the  face  ^ 
it,  to  be  impartial  towards  the  two  nations  wlui 
have  violated  ourrigbu.  It  promised  thai,  ifei> 
ihet  would  soreroktior  modify  her  edicts aa  that 
they  shoald  oease  to  riolaia  tha  neutral  eoaaenw 
of  the  Uaiied  Stales,  in  that  oaae  eariaia  restriM- 
measuree  should -be  revired  against  the  other, 
re  either  eoiaplied  ?  Francedid,  indeed,  make 
a  declaratioB  that  her  edicts  were  rerokeil,  aad 
should  cease  to  hare  effirct  en  a  eertaia  daf. 
That  day  has  long  siaee  passed,  and,  for  anything 
we  knOw,  tboie  ediciaareio  full  operation.  Naf, 
ve  bare  postilvB  proof  wf  their  aciireexistenea,. 
■early  two  months  after  (bey  were  to  hare  eew- 
id  ;  for,  oa  the  35ih  oC  December,  their  aperatin 
aa  to  the  eondemnaiion  of  Ameiiean  propertf 
was  suspended,  while,  their  power  to  sequealer 
was  absolutely  recognised  aad  continued,  Willi 
saob  glaring,  such  positive  proof  before  our  eyes, 
of  tile  perfidy  of  France,  we  are  aboat  to  act  as 
though  we  beliered  she  had  performed  her  prom  iaa 
with  the  utmost  good  faith.  Nay,  more,  airi.  if 
abe  had.  indeed,  complied  with  her  eagagemenl, 
■he  oould  require  nothiaaf  morec^osluQ  ihea«t 
of  the  1st  of  May  last;  tbat  was  (be  full  amoaM 
of  our  cagagameai,  the  utmost  limit  of  our  bond. 
Upon,  aad  in  coaaequence  of  that,  was  the  Bmpa- 
ror's  promise  fouaded.-  Yet,  we  are  not  satlsMd 
with  that;  pcrHaling,  in  the  faoe  of  the  most  po»- 
itira  and  eonelusivh  leattmonyto  the  contrary,  t* 
aiiet  to  beliara  that  ha  hM  performHl  hia  pro^ 

a  goi»t  befoMd  oar  aaitiaai ;  ud,  U*a 
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•orac  doubtt  f hould  ariae  oribe  Bntppror*!  want  or 
faitb,  left  dot  couMi  *hoiil<t  decide,  ai  ihry  atmi 
decide,  rbat  (be  decree*  being  *iill  io  force,  the 
met  of  ibe  Gnt  of  May  h*  men  dead  teirer,  we 
Kre  about  to  Tolvnieet  ogr  Mrvieei,  and,  hj  the 
■fCtioD  of  the  bill  now  uoder  conafderaliOn,'la  re- 
Tire  tfaoie  leotioDa  of  the  old  oon-iBlercoune  law 
wbiob  were  inteaded  in  a  certaio  eTeni  to  hare 
beeD  revived  bjr  tbe  act  of  the  -first  of  May;  to 
KTiTe  ihem  againit  Oreit  Britaio,  and  that  wiih- 
•at  eiMtioK  tiny  condition!  OD  ihepart  ofFra/tee. 
Aod  mutt  this  ucriHce  b«  made  in  order  to  bels- 
ttTiipthe  President'* proclamaiian  bo  prematDre- 
ly  iuned  1  Must  the  be*t  intereil*  of  tbe  nation 
be  pat  to  b*zard  to  nave  htm  the  niortlficatran  of 
acknowledging  bii  error  and  retractog  hit  Mep«  1 
Here,  I  fear,  he*  the  tme  moiire  for  oar  pmeDt 
procedaie. 

Thisrertrictive  tyitem  f*  ooir  to  be  revived 
■gain*!  England,  tba  French  decrees  being  in 
full  force  and  operation  agaiDSI  u*  at  the  mtdb 
tine.  I*  this  an  hone«t  neotrality  1  Is  it  eqaal 
•nd  exact  justice  to  th«w  two  nation*  f  ]*  It  not 
rewarding  the  perfdy  of  ib«  one  at  the  Fspeni>e 
of  the  other,  and  at  ihc  expenw  of  oaraelves? 
Let  at  be  caniioM  bow  we  proceed  in  this  coorn. 
If  France  chose,  in  consequence  of  oDr  non-inier- 
«oone  Uw  of  1800^  which  was  equal  in  its  opera- 
tion aa  to  both  nations,  to  take  it  so  much  in 
dudgeon  Bttoeonfitcale  the  whole  of  tbe  Ameri- 
CM  property  within  her  power,  even  that  which 
kad  sougbt  the  rights  of  hospittliiy  in  her  ports, 
kow  mueb  more  may  Great  Britain  feel  faeraelf 
joatified  in  Telatiatiog  on  thit  most  partitt  and 
najual  measure  which  we  are  aboat  to  adopt 
■gainst  bar,  by  conOwmiiog  the  millions  of  our 

Copertynowwithin  har  power.  And  if  wehave 
enailent  nader  tbe  former,  and  have  apparently 
ac^ieaced  in  it,  what  ahall  we,  what  can  we. 
-■ay,  in  eaae  the  latter  event  shonld  take  plae^l 
Butj  sir,  the  apologists  of  France  lell  u*  that  Hi-i 
llajeMy,  tha  Emperor,  has  jdedged  hfa  royal  word 
thai  Iba  decreea  shall  ceaM  to  operate 
■•pectsnsjam' -'^-- -' 
la  postpone  tl 


.MID  order  lo  ascertain  whetl 
na  to  falsi  oor  en^g^meol*  with  good  faith  j 
that  he  is  only  holding  our  property  seized  fincE 
the  first  of  November  Hnsecurity  fbr  our  perform- 
ftoce;  and  that,  when  he  Sods  we  are  deiermined 
10  resist  the  illep*!  orders  and  blockades  of  Great 
Britain,  he  will  give  up  the  property  of  onr  eiti- 
zena.  How  insDlting,  this,  to  American  fedioga, 
to  be  told  that  a  total  violation  of  faith  on  ibe 
part  of  this  man  is  eicDsable,  becanae  be  chooses 
to  RHpeel  our  fatib.  But,  air,  do  lhe«e  people 
really  believe  the  property  of  our  citisetis  will  .be 
gliven  up  after  the  secotid  of  February,  and  in 
-eoaseqotnce  of  the  measure  we  are  now  abuol  tn 
adopt?  When  did  that  voraeioua  moncter  ever 
disgorge  the  [Sunder  he  had  once  received  into 
fci*  ioMtiable  raawl  Of  the  millions  upon  mil- 
lioBS  of  which  he  hac,  at  different  limes,  and 
vnder  varioua  preieiia,  plundered  oor  unsuapect- 
fof  eitiuna,  wbere  ia  tht  iasiaaca  <^  a  atagle 


dollar  rettiraiag  lo  its  rightfwl'  owner  1  No,  w, 
let  It  once  get  within  his  iron  grasp,  aad  it  is  lost 
forever.  The  present  measttre  is  evtdeatJy  ia- 
tended  as  a  proniiialory  taeriSee  to  eooeiliat* 
NapoleOB — to  indnce  him  to  become  oar  friend, 
and  to  ecaae  to  rob  aad  plunder  our  dcfefKeies 
eiiiwas.,  I*  it  ealanUled  to  produce  thia  eSccif 
8hori-siKhtad,aa  we  confessed fy  are.  sir,  I  sbaaM 
suppose  we  can  scareely  be  such  silly  poUiieiaai 
as  (o  expect  such  en  edeat  from  aucfa  a  measBre. 
A  brief  view  of  the  course  whieb  h»a  ben  par- 
sued,  and  is  pursuing,  b^  tb*  BoiperoE  of  Frasc^ 
mutt  produce  a  conviction  in  every  onpicjadiced 
mind,  that  he  is  not  to  be  diverted  frofn  htt  pat- 
pme  by  a  toy  like  this.  Bir,  it  must  be  tridcat 
to  every  mind  that  hiiambittoasoai*  touaivcrMl 
cOBqnest.  To  this  polat  all  hia  meaaurf*  leD4— 
every  oiher  conaideration  is  made  to  yield.  Per 
the  aecoraplithmcnt  of  this  object,  alaiost  every 
nation  od  the  cooiineot  of  Europe  has  ben  ia- 
salted,  ptandered,  aod  subdued.  To  thta  ead  tb 
external  eommeree  of  tbe' Coniioettt  baa  beta 
anoihitaied,  tbeagtieulinral  and  manofteiDri^g 
interests  fanva  been  depreated,  and  aiillioas  of  hie 
own  au^|eela.  and  those  of  natioaa  ander  hi*  itt- 
floettce,  impoverished  aad  rubied.  Bat-lbere  ia 
one  impediineni  to  hia  gigantic  prejeet.  Btiuin, 
proud,  banghiy  Britaia,  atanda  ia  the  way,  aad 
pRta  a  slop  IO  (lis  career,  laolalad,  aa^ebappily 
M,  and  the  proud  saistrets  of  the  oceas,  aha  pie- 
sents  aa  impenetrable  barrier  to  his  aaabttioaa 
views.  Bu( Britaia  must  be  bumbled,  abe  most 
be  atibdued.  Her  pOwer  on  tba  ocean  mtoft  be 
deaifoycd ;  and,  to  efieet  ibis,  aba  nnui  be  atiaclE- 
ed throughhereommcrceandaanafaeiura.  For 
tbis  purpoae,  what  he  is  pleased  ta  call  faU  c^aat 
ODBtinental  system  has  been  devised  aud  rigo^ 
ously  enforced.  Finding  that  nil  his  reatriciioiM' 
and  eonfiacatwns,  aided  by  all  fata  civil  and  Btili- 
tary  power,  could  not  praveot  the  iativd actio*  of 
British  merchandise  upon  (be  Caaiiaeai,  he  faa» 
retortad  to  a  plan  wbicb  promises  to  be  tnore 
efectual.  Regardleaa  of  the  rigbls  aad  intcrctta 
of  his  snbjeota,  ha  does  aoi  inquire  wboae  the 
property  may  be}  if  i(  is  of  British  otigin  it  is 
committed  lo  the  flamaa.  Such  is  hi*  plan  ;  such 
are  the  elbrti  and  sacrifices  he  ia  lUBkiag  to  io- 
sure  its  accomplishment.  Aod  yet,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, it  would  seem  as  if  we  had  the  coaaum mats 
folly  to  believe  that  we  can  appease  this  ncrcilesa 
tvtant  by  so  weak,  so  Mlly,  so  futile  a  UKature  as 
t{iis  one  now  under  contideraiioB.  We  acem  to 
have  (he  sMditest  to  believe  that  this  man,  afior 
the  immense  saertflccs  he  has  made  for  lae  at- 
tainment of  bis  object,  would  yield  Ibat  abject  in 
our  favor,  and  ia  order  lo  be  opoa  frieailly  lerma 
with  ut  would  forego  all  otber  eoaatderationa. 
Aail  from  what  premiaea  ia  aueh  a  concluaioa 
dtavral  I*  it  from  bt*  past  iieatment  ot  nsT 
Let  OS,  Mr.  Gfaairman,  take  a  brief  review  of  hi* 
p«*t  coadact  toward*  us,  in  order  to  aee  what  we 
may  expect  in  faitne.  It  ia  aoioe  yean  aioae  be 
ordered  our  afaips  and  okrgoes  to  be  burned  apoa 
ihe  ocean,  and  maay  were  baruL  He  ba^  at 
variooB  limes,  and  undar  different  preiezt^ieiseil 
and  coafiaoated  (ha  prqierty  of  u«r  ckinaa  oa 
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tfaa  am«n,  Bod  in  tiia  port^  and  in  the  pom  of 
his  vasnla.  No  looker  ago  ihaa  last  Sprinar,  hi 
told  uiihatwA  wer«wiihouiJM[  political  news 
'viiliout  hoDor,  wiihoacearrgy ;  and  [hat,  thtr 


arjr,  was  followed  oa  the  S3d  or  March  bf  ibe 
B^ambouillet  decree,  which  coafiBcated  ail  Anier- 
ic^o  vewels  and  carffoea  which  had  arrired  from 
the  S0tbafMay,18D9,or  ihonid  Ihereafier  Birire 
in  any  poriof  Fraose,  her  allien  or  ibosa  occa- 
pied  by  her  arms.  Thus  wat  from  iweDijr  to 
tfairty  millions  of  the  proptrriy  of  our  unsuapecc- 
iog  and  confiding  cittzeDs,  who  bad  •ongbt  the 
rights  of  hotpitalitjr  in  hi»  pmis,  sacrificed  with- 
out a  pretext,  or  with  a  pretext,  which  added  ro 
the  JDJurjr.  Findiog,  after  thii  gtas.i  violation  of 
ererr  ^nocipta  which  ooghi  to  goverD  honesi 
sod  hooorable  natioaa,  that  our  merchants,  laoghl 
by  »sia  esperimcB  that  ther*  was  notafetir  within 
the  range  ef  hia  power,  would,  venture  there  do 
more,  be  fouad  it  oececsary  to  throw  out  aooiber 
lare  to  entice  the  uawary  withio  his  reach.  His 
tone  -is  sow  auddeaiy  changed.  Instead  of  the 
haughty  and  insjltiog  lyrant,  he  assunicB  the 
abape  of  >  foad  and  dotting  lover.  "  His  Majeatjr 
lovea  the  Americana.  Tbeir  prosperity  aad  their 
eommerce  are  within  tbeacopeipf  his  policy.  He 
ia  pleased  in  aggraadiiing  the  United  Siate^" 
Yes,  truly,  Hi  J  Majesty  loves  the  Americaoa!  If 
not  for  our  pereoDS,  yet  for  our  prb^rty,  he  has 

Sivea  the  most  ample  and  coDriocmg  proofs, of 
is  love.  These  i^uzared  words,  displaying  so 
muobof  the  milk  of  human  kiodaess,  seeRi  to 
have  perfectly  reconciled  us  to  bis  loving  Majesty, 
and  to  have  quite  obliterated  the  renKmbranoe  of 
his  banb  aiid  unkind  Unguoga  so  lately  used 
towards  us.  And  not  only  so,  but  it  seems  to 
have  folly  compensated  as  tor  all  hit  robberiei ; 
and  wa  forbear  to  loiich  that  string, lest  he  might 
be  somewhat  raffled,  and  onee  more  induced  to 
vent  his  anger  on  iis.  But  lest  his  bare  profea- 
aions  of  love  should  not  have  the  desired  effect  of 
indneins  the  Araericaas  once  more  to  place  their 
property  within  his  power,  be  directed  his  Min- 
laier  to  deciars  that  (he  Berlin  and  Mjlan  decrees 
were  revoked,  and  should  cease  to  have  effect 
after  the  Gratof  November.  Our  Administration,' 
Goafidlng  in  his  asiarances,  in  the  face  of  all  his 
previous  conduct,  published  the  pioclamation  of 
the  second  of  November,  and  thereby  assisreil  in 
deceiving  onr  too  credulous  cilixens.  But  lew, 
however,  ventured  to  place  trust  in  him;  and 
those  who  did  have  met  with  a  fate  which  every 
inanof  reflection  ought  to  have  anticipated.  If, 
<ir,  such  has  been  the  aour«e  of  that  man's  con- 
doct  towards  ue,  (aod  that  it  has,  1  appeal  to  all 
■he ^oeameoii  which  have  been  laid  before  as,}  I 
wootd  ask  why  are  we  called  upon  to  pass  the 
section  now  underconsideratioo  1  To  roe,  it  is 
maiirr  ofmystety  and  astonishment. 

We  have  nereiofore  affected  to  hold  out  a  rigid 
neniraliiy  towards  both  oatioos.  The  law  of  the 
1st  May  last  had  ibai  appearance.  It  held  out  a 
promise  to  each,  that  if  she  wbold  cease  to  injure 


Ds,  and  the  other  should  persevere,  we  would  put 
certain  sections  of  the  old  non-intercourse  law 
into  operation  against  her.  Neither  have  ceaae4 
to  violate  oar  neutral  commerce,  and  yet  we  are 
about  to  act  as  if  Franca  had  indeed  done  all  that 
we  could  ask  of  her.  Not  satisfied  with. doing  all 
we  promised,  we  are  gotos  oa  to  volunteer  oar 
services  in  the  causa  of  France.  But,  sir,  if  il 
were  true  that  France  had  acted  in  good  failb 
towards  ns,  and  if  wc  ware  io  canseqoeoce  bound> 
to  take  restrictive  measures  against  Great  Brit- 
ain,  yet  would  not  the  preaeat  measnre  be  wise, 
politic,  nr  JDst.  Sir,  what  is  iti  While  it  pro- 
fesses to  he  a  measure  solely  directed  against  Great 
Britain,  its  operation  is  to  rob  our  onn  citizens  of 
perhaps  thirty  millions  of  their  property ;  for,  iit 
all  probabiliry,  more  than  that  amount  will  be 
liable  to  forfeiiure  if  this  bill  should  be  ca.rried 
rigidly  into  effect.  Can  it  be  possible,  then,  that 
from  any  implied  obllgaiiaa,  thii  Commitiee  can 
conceive  themselves  bound  to  plunder  and  to  luin 
their  own  citizens?  I  trust  not,  air.  After  the 
view  I  have  taken  of  iha  objects  of  Bonaparte, 
and  which  I  aolemnly  believe  to  be  correct,  can 
we  for  a  moment  believe  that  our  present  meas- 
ures can  satisfy  him  1  I  cannot  periuade  myself 
that  any  honorable  raeoiher  of  thig  Committee  can 
be  so  weak  as  to  believe  it.  Why,  iheu,  fhall  »e 
not  siop7  ConGdiog  in  his  protnise  of  the  Sihof 
August,  (a  promise  intended  ooly  to  deceive,]  the 
proclamation  has  been  Issued,  declaring  the  French 
decree^  are  revoked.  The  Bmperor,lieiieving  he 
has  got  OS. in  his  toils,  has  the  effrontery  Ifi  say 
that  they  are  not  repealed,  but  that  he  will  sus- 
pend them  until  he  sees  whether  we  will  perform 
otir  promise  of  reaistit^  Britain,  and  will  hold  our 
property  as  a  security  until  the  2d  of  February. 
On  that  day,  or  at  some  future  time,  we  shall  be 
told  That  non-importation  is  too  weak  and  impo- 
tent a  ineHsure  of  resistance,  and  that  open  and 
avowed  hoilijity  must  be  resorted  to.  When  we 
shall  have  complied  with  that,  we  shall  again  ba 
told,  that  warfare  agaiiiit  England,  to  be  effeet- 
nal.  must  be  directed  against  her  manufactnrei ; 
Id  that  experience  has  convinced  him  that  this 
n  only  be  effecioally  done  by  burning  them; 
id  we  shall  then  have  advanced  too  far  to  recede. 
Thus,  sir,  we  shall  chain  ourselves  to  the  car  of 
Napoleon,  and  become  his  abject  vassals;  and 
when  we  have  lost  our  independence  and  our 
honor,instead  of  restoring  his  plunder  to  its  right- 
ful oirners,  we  shall  then  be  told,  that,  as  we  an 
engaged  in  a  common  cause,  he  can  as  well  use 
the  meatis  which  are  in  his  hands  as  w«  could  do, 
and  we  sbalt~.daubtless  be  called  upon  for  new 
mtribolions. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  woold  fain  persuade  myaelf 
that  the  Committee  might  be  Induced  to  paaae 
and  to  reflect,  before  they  proceed  in  this  rntnooa 
and  destructive  measnre.  Already  have  we  done 
much  to  dislreia  and  Injure  our  merchants  and 
our  country— if  not  altogether  by  commission,  in 
part  by  omission.  You  have  refused  to  renew  the 
oharterofiheBankof  the  United  Stales— a  mea- 
sure called  for  by  the  best  interests  of  onr  coan- 
tiy.    In  this  refusal,  you  ban  done  mncb  to  d«- 
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Mroy  OUT  commereiilprocperiiy.  If  yoa  pait  ibe 
preMDt  measare,  I  fear  you  lay  the  aie  to  iis  root, 
■od  JDKure  ita  total  dcitruciioa.  But,  what  is 
iBfinjicly  woFie,  you  give*  pledge  for  year  per- 
BCTfraace  in  ihe  viewn  end  policy  of  ilie  greal 
enemy  (if  the  liberiies  of  mitnliiiid.  Not  satisfied 
wilb  tbe  rapid  prozrena  be  in  making  in  ihe  cod- 
quest  of  the  civilized  woild,  we  are  officloilsly 
tenderioguur  bunribleterTiceifohioiinihe^oodly 
work,  and  eshihiiiog  ibe  amszing  ipeetacle  of  a 
free  aod  iadrpendeDt  nairoti  aickeDinfc  in  tbe 
leajo^ment  of  ber  prosperity  and  happiaesK.  aoJ 
noaking  them  a  voluntary  oSttiag  at  tba  Bariae 
of  Despotiim. 


ttire 


«  agreed  Id,  sdiy- 


Mr.  Pitkin  said  there  was  anoiher  clas^  of  oUr 
«itizenii  who  would  be  materially  aOVcled  by  the 
law  of  May  last  eoing  iuio  operation,  besides 
(hoKG  whom  this  law  proposed  to  relieve.  He 
tneanl  Ibose  who  traded  to  ibe  West  Indies.  Me 
took  a  tiew  of  the  details  of  this  trade,  slated 
ill  profiiable  nature,  and  explained  its  aperfltiona, 
concludiog  with  moving:  an  amendment  goinj^  lo 
exempt  from  the  operniioii  of  the  law  such  ves- 
sels as  had  left  ports  of  the  West  Indies  before 
infornwtion  bad  arrived  there  of  the  refusal  of 
Great  Briiain  to  revoke  ber  Orders  in  Couacil. 

Mr.  Havbh  supported  tbe  motion.  He  look 
Ti«w  of  the  course  of  our  affairs  since  the  first  of 
May  larl.  The  vessels' which  bad  sailed  fram  tbi 
Uoii'ed  States  lo  the  West  Indies,  and  not  yet  re 
,(umed,  bad  violated  do  law  of  tbe  United  States, 
bad  coinmiiied  no  offence.  If  tbe  British  Or- 
ders bad  bean  revoked,  iheo  their  purpose  had 
been  meritoriuua.  and  the  proceeds  of  their  enter- 
prise  would  have  tended  lo  replenish  the  Treas- 
ury j  but,  if  not  because  they  had  relied  too  much 
on  tbe  disposition  of  Qreat  Britaia  to  relai  her 
wdera,  their  voyage  became  unlawful,  and  ihey 
were  subjected  to  the  severest  penaliies.  .  Tbi 
-bigb  crime  of  violating  tbe  .law  was  ibus  madi 
to  depend  upon  a  contiagency  over  which  they 
bad  nu  control.  Under  these  circumstances.  Mr. 
H.  thought  that  jusiice  required  tbe  adoption  of 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  £pr>a  agreed  with  tbe  two  gentlemen,  who 
bad  preceded  him,  as  lo  the  relative  vnlne  of  the 
Weat  India  trade,  bet  could  not  agree  that  the 
traders  to  that  quarter  abonld  stand  on  the  n 

fooling,  as  to  notice,  as  those  to  iba  East  Indi 

If  the  second  of  February  was  the  time  fixed  for 
ibe  operation  of  the  taw  ai  to  European  ports,  it 
could  not  be  considered  bb  injustice  to  apply  th« 
aame  period  to  W&it  IndiaD  ports.  This  propo- 
■itioD,  however,  went  lo  extend  the  period  of  no- 
tice for  tbe  West  Indian  pons  beyund  tbe  second 
olFebruary.tbe  time  allowed  for  European  ports, 
and  wuold  be  en  esaential  violatinn  uf  Ihe  com- 
.paet  with  Fiance. 

Mr.  PiTKiH  replied  at  lentiih.  If  this  proposed 
onflDdment  would  be  a  breach  of  the  compact 
With  France.ifaueha  compact  eiiats,  the  bill  re- 
.yoried  by  the  Committee  was  eqaally  ao.    The 


departure  frota  tbe  pveeiae  terGsiaf  ii« 
■h  a  breach  of  tbe  cornpacl  as  ilieoitn 
[(.PiTKiH'a  amendmeni  wasnegsiiit^ 
42,  nays  59. 

Mr.  Tallkl^dbe   moved  toameodiki 
by  striking  out   ibe  numben  desigDirti^Uii 
tions  of  Ibe  non-iatereourae-iaw.  for  ilwm 
of  inseftibg  tbe  seoliona   iheRi>etves.iaUiti 
words  io  whicli  tfaey  stand  in  ibe  forsfr^i 

Mr.  RfFsa  opposed  the  molioo  on  ibtp 
of  tbe  loss  of  iioie  which  it  wonld  oceuia 
the  necessity  tliere  was  for  a  a  earif  piaq 
the  law. 

Mr.  Tallmaikib  replied  ibat cv(ryltsix{ 
was  pawed  should  be  naade  clear  and  iuA-y  \ 
whatever  time  it  iwoutd  lake  tomtktiinit 
molioo  wax  loat-^yeas  42,  nays  S3. 

Mr.  Van  Horn  moved  to  subuiiDtcibtr: 
"cleared  out  for  the  word  "dep«ncd'/;m 
portsof  Oreat  Britain  before  the lecMJifrs 
ruary.     Motion  losl^yeas  40,  nays  47. 

Mr.  Rhea  of  Tennessee  moved  aaiia 
all  the  section  after  the  ensciing  clsg^nsn^ 
log  the  whole  bill  nod  aaaendrntnu  aarelii 
breach  of  our  compant  with  Frsw  Mm 
lost— yeai  32.  ^^ 

Mr.  R.  then  maved  to  atnand  tbtix^ 
proposed  by  strikiag  out,  from  tb&eluta^ 
lag  eertaio  veUeU  from  seizure,  ihtn^ 
partinR  from  any  British  port  prior  loiksm 
of  February,"  with  a  view  lo  insertiWn* 
"  from  any  port  of  4he  United  Slaitt  frnt* 
tenth  day  of  November  last."  TheiDM* 
lost  wiihoQt  a  diviaion. 

Mr.  MiLNoa  moved  an  aroendmeaLpet* 
give  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  <f»w» 
remit  the  penilties  which  may  be  isam  a 
cerutn  eases  under  this  law."  Theo»«i» 
lost— yeas  32.  . 

Mr.  BtOBLOw  said  he  caahl  not  doabl  tkt» 
ppsitioa  of  genilemeu  lo  relieve  AautlM!^ 
eriy  at  far  as  they  coulrf  from  peE>*^r| 
and,  therefore,  moved  to  ameed  ite  "^'V' 
inserting,  after  ibe  exemption  of  vaMf«  J"|J  | 
Oreal  Britain  prior  lo  the  seeood  el  F(W 
tbe  words,  "or  from  an  AmerieiD  pw'r'j" 
to  the  tenih  day  of  November,  ISId.'  «*" 
lost — yeas  32.  j 

]n  the  intervals  between  these  oietlDn'^ 
moiions  were  made  for  the  Cowoiin*"'"'*" 
witboui  effect.  ,£_, 

The  Committee  at  length  arose,  aboii'^T 
five,  reported  Ihtbill,  and  the  Uaus«i4«^ 

MoHDAV;  February  25. 
Mr.  FmuLBT  presented  a  peli'i«>  «f^""3* 
holders  of  Ihe  Bank  of  the  llniied  SoW"^ 
by  D.  Lenox,  their  President,  P»1**tf*\ZZ. 
uancc  of  their  corporate  powers,  for  •  '"''^V 
riod,  to  enable  them  to  adJQii  ind  *'"'',^7^ 
their  concei 


«,ik«.*i 


to  a  select  committee.  „    u,-* 

Mr.  P.  B.  PoBTaa,  Mr.  Emw-  *''■'?* 

Mr.  DAVM(P»aT,  Mr,  Wilmm,  Ut.  Bu'.'- 
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Commertdai  liaerouttm. 


WBrTSBiLLjHr  DBSBj>,aiidMr.  BiKoeoLD.were 
apiMiQled  Ibe  commitive. 

Mr.  Mo«BOW,  from  tbe  CammiiiH  on  ihpPub 
lie  Lands,  10  whom  was  referred  (be  bill  from  [he 
Senate,  eniiiled  "An  act  making  furlber  pravi- 
BJoQs  for  (be  disposal  of  tbe  iwciioDS  of  land  here' 
totott  r*»PFveil  for  the  future  ditpo&iiioD  of  Con- 
gresA,  and  for  oilier  purposes,"  reported  tbe  ume, 
with  ameDdmeDiB,  wbieh  Were  read,  and,  logetber 
with  the  bill.  commiUed  toaCoDimiaee  oflbe 
Whole  OD  Wedoesday  Dexi. 

Mr.  MoBHow,  from  tlie  tame  coromiiiee,  pr^- 
seated  a  bill  for  the  revision  of  former  eoDBrma- 
tionisaDd  for  cosfirming  certain  claims  10  land 
in  the  district  of  EBikaskia;  whicb  wan  read 
twice  and  eotmniited  to  a  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole  lo  whom  ix  rooimiited  thA  report  pf  the 
same  committee,  of  the  Sfteeaih  inaiant.  on  a  re- 
port of  the  land  'ComrolMioGers  for  the'ilisiticl  of 
Ka<Jtaskifl. 

Mr.  P.  B.  PoRTEH  presented  a  petition  ofiun- 
dry  iababiianlsof  tbp  weylero  partR  of  the  State 
of  Ohio,  praying  that  a  road  may  belaid  outand 
Opened,  from  a  point  at  ot  near  the  bead  of  Mad 
lirer,  in  Champargne  eoaoiy,  to  the  bead  of  the 
oaTigaitoo  of  Saaduskv  ri*«r.— Beferfed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  atithoirie 
tbe  laying  out  of  a  public  road  from  tbe  line  es- 
Ublifhed  by  tbe  treaty  of  QraenTille  to  (be  North 
Bend,  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  BiBSBTT,  from  tbe  conrailiee  appointed, 
on  the  eighteenth  ultimo,  to  inquire  into  tbe  ex- 

Sadiureef  moneys  appropriated  for  the  Niry 
epartmeat  lince  the  year  1803,  and  into  ibe 
maaageincni  of  the  several  Naiy  YardSflaid  be- 
fore the  HouK  sundry  doeunenis, 

Oa  tBoiioBof  Mr,  BiaaBTT,  the  eoanittee  Imi 
meDtioned  were. discharged  from  tbe  farther  con- 
aideration  of  the  subject  referred  to  ibem. 

Mr.  PioKMAM  presented  a  pctitioa  of  atiodry 
manuficiurers  of  Morocco  leather,  in  tbetowji  of 
LyDD,  praying  that  addititional  duties  may  be 
iropoied  upon  the  imporMtion  fratafoieigDCoua- 
tries  of  Morocco  levtber. 

Mr.  Chbteb  presented  a  petition  of  Siepben 
Laeosle,  as  ageet  of  Joseph  Arila,  a  Spanish  sub- 
ject, the  owoer  of  tbe  scbooDer  Juana,  and  as 
Bgcot  for  a  number  of  French  passengers,  owners 
of  tbe  cargo  of  (he  said  schooner,  aietinz  that  the 
said  panengers  were  compelled  by  (he  Spaniards 
to  iesTi  tbe  Island  of  St.  Uominso,  and  that  upon 
their  arriral  with  their  oegro  slares  in  Charles- 
ton, tbe  said  sevel  and  cargo  were  seized  for  a 
liolaiion  of  an  act  prohibiting  the  im[M>rtBiion  of 
slares  iato  tbe  United  States  aad  their  Territories, 
and  praying  relief. — Referred  to  tbe  Committee 
of  CoDiraercB  and  MaDufBOtures. 

Mr.  CHBVEa,from  the  committee  to  wjiom  was 
referrtd.en  the  twenty  tirsl  inalant,  the  engrosied 
bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Macnamara,  raporied  an 
Bmendment  thereto ;  which  was  read,  emended, 
and  eoDcnrred  in  by  the  House. 

Oriend,  That  the  bill  be  re-ertgrossed,  as 
amscded,  and  read  a  third  time  to-day. 

Mr.  Chbveb  laid  before  the  House  two  letters 
from  Ttwna*  Parker,  Piatriet  Atlomey  for  Ike, 


district  of  South  Carolina,  opou  tha  snhjeat  of 
(be  inefficacy  of  certain  provisions  in  ibe  act  of 
tb«  second  of  March.  1807.  prohibiii,ngihe  imtmr- 
Istloo  uf  slaves  into  the  United  States  aad  th«ir 
Territories,  asd  suggesting  such  ameudmeniaas 
in  his  opinion  will  remedy  the  defect ;  which  wcie 
referred  to  the  CamtniitcBof  Commerce  and  Mas- 

The  Speikeb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  (be  Stcreiary  ofthe  Treasury,  acctxnpanied 
with  ibe  anitoal  statement  of  tha  emoltimenis  of 
the  officers  of  the  custom*,  for  the  year  one  tbatb- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  two. 

COMMERCIAL  INTERCOtniai:. 

The  House  reinmed  the  cunstderntioa  of  the 
unfinished  business  uf  Saturday  last,  lo  wit;  the 
bill  BUpplemeDtary  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
concerniBC  (he  cotnmereiai  intercourse  between 
the  United  Btates  sad  Great  Britain  aad  France, 
land  their  dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes," 
and  theameitdnenis  reported  thereto  by  (he  Com- 
rnlitee  of  the  whole  House. 

The  said  amendment)  were  read  at  tbe  Clerk's 
table,  aud  are  as  follows; 

"  Bic.  3.  And  be  ii  farther  maetcd.  That  in  ease 
Great  Britain  shall  so  retoke  or  modi^  her  edicts,  as 
tbst  they  ihsll  cesse  to  violate  the  nsutral  commerea 
of  tha  United  States,  the  Prendent  of  the  United  Statcv 
sbalt  declire  the  filct  by  proclBmstion  ;  and  sacb  pro- 
dsVistioD  afaall  be  admitted  sa  eiidanee,  sod  no  other 
evidence  shall  b«  admitted  ofsnch  revocation  or  modi' 
ficallon  in  any  salt  or  prossention  which  may  be  in- 
■tituiad  vndsT  tbe  batxh  saelion  of  tha  act  la  whidi 
this  sct-isasupplaBseBt.  Aad  the  rsstrietions  iaipoasd, 
•I  wbieh  may  be  iinpoaad  by  vjitas  of  lbs  said  met, 
shall,  fiom  the  data  of  such  paroclsniatiWt,  oeaae  and 
be  diacontiaoad.  ' 

"  Ssc.  3.  And  be  iljurthtr  am^ed,  That  uiilil  Ibe  . 
pnxdaaialion aforessid  shall  btoe  b«eiiissDed,  tbessv- 
ersl  provisions  of  tbe  tbiitl,  fourth,  Gllh,  aiith,se*aatb, 
eighth,  nintb,  tenth,  and  eightoenlh  sectjons  of  the  sot, 
B)ititled  'An  act  to  interdict  tbe  comiDercial  inlercourae  . 
between  the  United  Statea  and  Great  Britain  and 
France,  and  their  dependencies,  and  lor  other  purposes,' 
shall  have  full  force,  sud  be  immedistely  carried  into 
e^ct  against  Great  Britain,  her  colonies,  and  depen- 
dencies i  Prvridedt  hawner.  That  any  vessel  or  mer- 
chandise which  may  in  pursuance  thereof  be  seized,' 
prior  to  the  Aot  beinf  saeerlsinsd,  whether  Grea»Bri(- 
ain  shall,  on  er  before  the  second  day  of  Febcuaiy, 
181 1,  have  rsvoked  or  moiUSed  her  sdicla  in  tha  aaa- 
ner  sbovementioncd,  shsll  nevettbelasa  be  realorad  n 
application  of  the  partlea,  on  their  living  bond  with 
approved  sureties  to  the  United  atates.io-ssaiu  Of  aal  U 
tha  Value  thereof;  and  any  uich  bond  shall  M  cob- 
sidsred  ss  MiUsfied  if  Grsit  Britain  shall,  on  or  befom 
the  second  day  of  Fabruaijj  1611,  have  revoked  or 
modided  her  ediets  in  Ibe  mantLcr  ^vementioned. 

"  ProBtded,  aim,  That  nothing  herein  contaiosd  shall 
be  construed  to  affect  the  cargoes  of  ships  or  vsaials, 
wholly  owned  by  a  ciliwn  or  citiiens  of  tbe  Uoited 
Stsles,  which  bad  cleared  out  for  tbe  Oape  of  Good 
Hope,  or  for  any  port  beyond  tbe  same,  prior  to  the 
Ipnih  day  of  November,  ISID." 

Tbe  first  anMBdmaolAade  by  tho  Conmiuw 
heing  Msrfcc  0(iBitidmii|ftB'- 
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Mr.  Rhia  of  TeDRCRiee,  oppowd  tt,  because  it 
nonuined  DDlimiiniiotiDriiniv  wiihin  wbicb  ihi* 
jtower  raifbt  b«  exercised  b;  the  President;  be- 
caase  ii  wis  a  delegnltoii  of  tou  much  power  (o 
the  Preud«oi ;'  BOd  beeaase  lb«  provision  ii  eon- 
Uieed  mast  lemain  in  force  forever,  noleas  re- 
pealed hj  law;  although  Oreai  Britain  should 
noi  (is  he  ihoughi  it  probable  she  would  not]  re- 
voke her  edieu. 

Mr.  ftoixcT.— Mr.  Speaker;  Theamendnientii, 
contained  la  the  sectiooi  under  c  on*  id  en  t  ion, 
CDDtemplate  the  contlouaDcennd  pururcemrni  of 
the  noD-intcKoarM  law.  Tbi*  proposition  pre~ 
•em*  a  great,  an  elevated,  and  essential  topic  of 
discuuion,  due  !□  the  occasion  and  claimed  by. 
this  people,  which  eompiehe'nds  wiihia  the  sphere 
and  analogies  of  jast  aiguinent  the  chief  of  those 
questions,  the  decision  of  whkh,  at  this  day,  in-' 
valves  the  peace,  ibe  happiness,  and  honor  of  ibis 
nation.  Wbaierer  has  a  tendency  to  show,  that, 
if  the  aystein  of  Don-iniereourse  exist,  it  ou^t 
not  to  be  eoolinned ;  or,  ihsl  if  it  do  not  eiisi  it 
ought  not  to  berevlTed  ;  whatever  has  ■  lendeoey 
to  prove,  that  we  are  under  do  obligation  to  per* 
•III  in  it,  nor  under  any  obligation  to  abandon  it, 
is  now  viriLhia  the  fair  range  of  debate. 

After  long  delay,  and  toucb  coy  demeanor,  the 
AdmiDisiraiionoMhiacountry  have  condescended . 
to  develope  their  policy..  Though  ihey  bava 
Dot  spoken  to  our  mortal  ears,  with  their  fiesbly 
tongues,  yet  ibey  have  whispered  their  purposes 
through  the  consEliuied  organs  of  this  House. 
And  these  are  the  features  of  the  policy  whish 
they  recomtneitd.  It  is  proposed  lo  ^rant  p«riie< 
ular  and  individual  relief  from  anticipated  op- 

fresiioDt  of  the  commercial  restrictive  system. . 
t  is  propoeed  to  perpetuate  that  system,  indefi- 
nitely, and  leave  our  citizens,  still  longer,  subject 
lo  ita  embarrassments,  its  uncertainly  and  its  ter- 
rors. The  chairman  of  our  Gommitiee  of  For- 
eign Rektious,  (Mr.  Eppbb,)  at  the  time  he  ia- 
Irodueed  these  amendments  lo  the  House,  exhibit- 
ed [he  true  character  of  this  policy,  when  be  told 
us,  that  it  was"  modelled  u^n  the  principle  not  lo 
turn  over  to  the  Judiciary  the  decision  of  the  ex- 
istence of  the  BOO -intercourse  law.  but  to  make 
it  the  subject  of  Legislative  declaration."  In 
other  words,  it  is  found  ihat  the  majonly  of  this 
Houee  hiv«  too  much  policy  to  deuy  and  too 
much  principle  to  nsMTt,  that  the  fact,  on  which, 
and  on  which  alone,  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales  was  ■utfaorized  lo  i sane  bis  proclifnaiion 
of  theaecond  of  November  last,  has  occurred.  A 
tcheme  has,  therefore,  been  devised,  b|r  which, 
without  any  embtiTrsssineDt  on  this  intricate 
point,  the  continuance  and  enforcement  of  non- 
intercourse  may  be  insured,  and  toils,  acceptable 
to  France,  woven  by  the  hands  of  our  own  Ad- 
ministration, spread  over  almost  the  only  remain- 
ing avenne  of  onr  commercial  hop*. 

The  proposiiioQ,  contained  in  these  amend- 
meots,  has  relation  to  the  most  momentous  and 
most  elevated  of  our  Legislative  obligations.  We 
are  not,  now,  about  to  discuss  the  policy  by  which 
a  prinealy  pirate  may  be  peruaded  to  relinquish 
bis  plunder;  nor  yet  ike  expecUiion  eniettaiBed 


of  relaxation,  in  ber  belligerent  ByBiein,0fa  han^ 
ly  and  perhaps  jealous  riral ;  nor  jret  the  fajrh 
which  we  owe  to  a  treacberons  iTvant;  nor  yei 
the  fond,  but  frail  hopes  of  favors  froin  a  Bn'liik 
regency,  melting  into  oar 'arms,  in  the  honey- 
moon of  power.  The  obligatiuss  whick  elitn 
oar  obserTanee  areof  aneiure  much  more  lender 
and  imperious;  the  obligations,  wbtch,**  Repre- 
sentatives, we  owe  to  oor  eonstiln^nta  ;  the  sUe- 
giance  by  whieh  we  are  bound  (o  the  Amrriess 
people;  ihe  obedience,  whieh  is  due  to  ihsi  w)- 
emn  faiih,  by  whieh  we  are  pledged  to  praieet 
their  peace,  iheir  prosperity,  and  their  honar.  All 
these  nicb  eonsideraliona  are  materially  eonaeeted 
with  this  policy. 

It  is  not  my  intention,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  dilate 
00  (he  general  nature  and  effects  of  tbiseofaniei- 
eial  reHlrictive  system.  It  is  no  longer  a  mitiei 
of  speculation.  We  have  no  Deed  lo  resort  for 
illusirstioa  of  its  nsiure  to  the  twtli^bt  loslre  of 
history,  nor  yet  to  the  vibrating  brightness  of  ha- 
mao  intellect.  We  hare  experience  of  its  effects. 
They  areabove,  around,  and  beneath  vs.  They 
paralyze  the  enterprise  of  ronr  ci  tie*.  They  sicken 
the  industry  of  yoar  fields.  They  dtptiwe  the 
laborer  and  the  mechanic  of  bis  employment. 
They  subtract  from  the  husbandman  and  planter 
the  just  reward  for  that  product,  whieh  he  has 
ffloliiened  with  the  sweat  of  his  brow.  They  crush 
individuals,  in  the  ruins,  of  their  m«sl  fliiteriae 
hopes,  and  shake  the  deep  Tooted  fabric  of  geaeru 
prosperity. 

'  It  will,  however,  be  Deeetsary  tn  say  •  word  on 
ibe  general  naiare  of  this  system.  Net  ao  mnek 
for  [ne  purpose  of  elucidating,  as  to  clear  the  way, 
and  give  distinotness  to  the  course  of  my  arga- 
ment.  It  will  also  be  usefal  to  deprire  the  adro- 
antes  of  this  system  of  those  colon  and  popalar 
lores,  to  which  itaey  resort,  on  a  sabject  in  bo 
way  connected  with  the  ubjecia  wiib  which  ihey 
assoeiate  it. 

My  argument  proceeds  upon  thamomption  of 
the  irrelevanoy  of  four  topics,  usoitly  adduced  in 
support  of  (he  svfiem  coniained  in  the  law  of 
May,  1810,  and  of  March,  1809 ;  cemraonly  called 
the  non-intercourse  system.  I  take  for  granied, 
that  (I  is  not  advantageous ;  in  other  wonia,  ihat 
it  is  injurious  ;  that  it  is  not  Sseal,  in  i(s  nature; 
nor  proieeiire  of  maonficiarCs ;  nor  c^mpeieat 
(o  eoerce  either  belligerent.  That  it  it  iojurion* 
is  certain,  not  only  because  it  is  deprecated  bjr 
that  part  of  the  community,  which  it  dirreilf 
affects,  but  because  no  man  adroeaies  il  is  a  per- 
manent system,  and  every  one  declares  his  desire 
to  be  rid  of  it  Fiscal  il  cannot  be,  beeaase  it 
prohibits  commerce,  and  cooseqoeniJy  revenue; 
and  by  the  high  price  and  great  demaad  for  for- 
eign artiotes,  which  il  produces,  encourages  araug- 
gling.  Protective  of  manufsciores  it  CBiinot  be ; 
because  it  is  indiMriminaie  in  its  (iroTisions  and 
uncerUttn  in  its  durailon  ;  and  this  onceriaiBty 
depends,  not  on  our  Legislative  discreiioo,  buioa 
the  caprice  of  foreign  Powers;  our  enemies,  or 
rivals.  No  commercial  system,  which  a  ioili^ 
criminate  in  its  resiriciions,  can  be  geacraily  pro-  i 
teetive  lo  manofutare*.    It  may  give  a  furced 
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TiTieilr  toB  Tew  {wrttaulir  manurieuires.  Bat 
io  ktl  couDlriet,  •ome,  and  in  ihis  altnosi  all  ua- 
Duraclurex  depead,  eiifier  for  ioatrunicDts,  or  sub- 
jeeu,  OB  foreign  sopply.  But,  if  ibis  were  doI 
the  case,  a  syiiem,  whose  continuance  depended 
Dpon  (he  wilt  or  the  ever  vtriaDt  policy  of  foreign 
nation!,  cat)  never  offer  sac h  an  inducenieni  lo 
■be  CBpitaiiai,  as  wjli  eneonrafe  him  to  m&ke  ex- 
ICDsire  inrestnienU,  in  fstablisii meals  resting  on 
sDch  precarious  foundalioDs.  As  lo  the  incompe- 
tencr  of  this  lyAiem  to  coerce  either  belligerent, 
I  tnke  ihat  fur  granted,  because  no  man,  rs  far  as 
I  re«Dlleot,e*erpre(endedii;  at  least  DO  man  ever 
did  show,  by  any  analysis,  or  detailed  examina- 
tion of  its  lelaiivA  effects  on  us,  anil  either  belli- 
gereoi,  ibai  it  would  neceMarily  coerce  eiiher,oUi 
of  ibai  pctliey  which  it  was  proposed  to  counler- 
8CI.  Embargo  had  its  frieodi.  Tbene  werethme 
who  bad  a  confidence  in  its  sneceas.  Bni  who 
was  aver  iha  friend  of  noo'lntercimrie?  Who 
ever  pretended  to  believe  io  its  efficacy  7  The 
embargo  had  a  kaown  origin,  and^  ibe  features  of 
its  character  were  distinct.  Bui  "  where,  aad 
what  was  this  execisble  slupe— if  shape  it  may 
be  called,  which  shape  has  none  T'  We  all  know 
tbat  tba  ooo-intereourse  was  not  the  product  of 
any  prospective  inieUigence.  Il  was  the  result  of 
the  casaal  concHrreoce  of  chaotic  opinious.  It 
was  agreed  upon,  because  the  majority  could 
agree  apoD  nothiagelse.  They,  who  introduced 
it,  abjured  il.  They  who  advocated  it,  did  not 
wish, and  acareely  knew  its  use.  And  itow  that 
it  is  said  lo  be  eziended  over  us,  no  ti>*<>i  in  ibis 
nation,  who  values  bis  repuiaiion,  will  take  his' 
bible  oath  ihat  it  is  io  effeciual  and  legal  opera- 
tion.  There  is  an  old  riddle  oo  a  cofSn,  which  I 
presume,  v*  all  iearnt  when  we  were  bof  s,  tbai 
IS  as  p^feet  a  representation  of  the  origin,  pro- 
gress, and  preteni  stale  of  (bis  thing,  called  oOQ- 
iDteicoursej  as  is  possible  to  be  conceived. 
■  Thars  iris  a  man,  bnpok*  ■  thing, 
"  Which  whan  tbs  maker  homa  did  bring, 
"  Iliat  auaa  maker  did  lefoM  it, 
"  The  man  that  swke  fiir  it  did  no»  n*«  it, 
"  And  he  wbo  hsd  it  did  not  koow 
"  Whether  ha  bad  it : — jaa,  or  do." 
True  it  is,  that  if  this  noD-iniercoorse  shall 
ever  be,  in  lealiiy,  extended  over  us,  the  simili- 
tude will  fail,  in  a  material  point.  The  poor  ten- 
BBt  of  the  coffin  isitruoraDtofhisXaie.    Bui  tbe 

rr  people  of  Ibe  Uoiied  States  will  be,  literal- 
buried  alive  in  non-intercontsB ;  and  realize 
tne  grave  clasi/ig  on  iheniselves  and  their  hopes 
with  a  full  and  cruel  consciousness  of  all  ihe  hor- 
Krs  of  their  condition. 

For  iheK  reasDus,  I  put  all  such  commoD-pli 
tcpicB  ont  of  Ibe  field  of  debate.  This,  fhen,  is 
thetialeof  my  argument;  that  as  ibis  Doo-inter- 
conrse  syalem  is  nol  fiscal,  nor  protective  of  msn- 
ufacinm,  nor  competent  to  c'oerce,  and  is  inju- 
rioDs,  il  ought  to  be  abandoned,  unless  we  are 
bonnd  to  persist  in  it,  by  impeiious  obligations. 
My  object  will  be  to  show  that  no  such  obliga- 
tions exist  {  that  (be  present  is  a  fjvorable  oppor- 
JanKy.BOt  lo  be  suffered  to  escape,  totally  to  re- 
UBqauA  it ;  that  it  Cs  lime  (o  maoaga  our  own 


commercial  concerns,  according  to  our  own  ia- 
leresi ;  and  no  longer  put  tbem  into  the  keejiing 
of  those  who  bale  or  those  wbo  envy  tbeir  pros- 
perity ;  (bat  we  are  the  coa>iiiuied  ihepherda, 
■od  ought  no  more  lo  ItaDsfct  our  custody  Io  (be 
volves. 

It  is  agreed,  on  all  sides,  that  il  is  desirable  to 
ibandoD  this  commercial  restrictive  system.  But 
the  advocaieaof  the  measure,  oow  proposed,  sa;r 
that  we  cannot  abanduu  it,  because  our  faith  is 
plighted.  Ye^  sir,  our  failfa  is  plighted ;  and  ibal, 
loo,  lo  that  scrupulous  genileman,  Napoleon;  ■ 
iileman  so  disiiagutsheJ  for  his  own  regard  of 
faith  ;  for  liis  kindness  and  meiciei  lowards  us; 
for  angelic  whilenei.t  of  moral  cbaraeler;  for 
overweening  affection  for  the  American  people 
and  their  prosperity.  Truly,  sir,  it  ia  not  to  be 
qoeslioned,  bul  ibal  our  faith  should  bea  perfect 
work  towards  this  paragon  of  purity.  On  account 
of  our  faith,  plighied  to  him,  it  la  proposed  lo 
eootiaue  this  non-intercourse. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  we  may  be  allawed,  I  pre- 
sume to  inquire  wbcibersny  such  faith  be  plight- 
ed. I  irus(,we  are  yei  freemen.  We  are  not  yel 
so  far  sunk  in  serviliiy,  that  we  are  forbidden  to 
examine  into  tbe  grounds  of  our  national  obliga- 
tions. Under  a  belief  (bat  ibis  is  permiued,  1 
sbalt  enter  upoa  tbe  la&k,  and  inquire  wheitce 
they  arise  and  wbatis  ibcir  nature. 

Whence  they  arise  is  agreed.  Our  obligations 
resuli,  if  any  exist,  under  ibeaci  of  May  ihefirit, 
1810,  called  "  Ad  set  concern injri he  commercial 
intercourse  between  (be  United  Slates  aod  Great 
Britain  and  France  and  their  dependencies,  and 
for  oiber  purposes."  It  remai.ns,  therefore,  lo  in- 
quire  into  (be  character  of  this  act,  and  tbe  ohti- 
gaiions  Bribing  under  its  provisions. 

Before,  however,  I  proceed.  I  would  premise, 
that  whether  I  shall  obtain,  lam  doubtful,  but  I 
am  sure  ihai  ihe  nature  of  my  argumcni  deserves, 
ibe  favor' and  prepossession  for  its  succesi,  of 
every  member  in  ibe  House.  My  object  is  to 
show,  that  the  obligation  which  we  owe  to  ibe 
people  of  the  United  Stale*,  is  a  free  and  unre- 
stricted commerce.  The  abject  of  those  who 
advocate  these  measures  is  to  show  that  the  obli- 
galion  we  one  to  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  ii  a  com- 
merce restricted  aod  enslaved.  Now,  as  much  as 
our  allegiance  is  due  more  lo  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  than  it  is  to  Napoleon  Boiiaparte. 
just  so  much  ought  my  argument  lo  be  received 
by  the  American  Congress,  wiih  more  favor  and 
prepossession  (ban  ihe  argument  Of  those  wbo 
advocate  ihese  measurea.  It  is  my  intention  to 
make  my  course  pf  reasoning  as  precise  aod  dis- 
tinct as  possible.  Because  I  invite  icruiiny.  I 
contend  for  my  country  according  to  my  con- 
scientious cODCeplions  of  its  best  Inlerests.  If 
there  be  fallacy  detect  i(.  My  invitation  is  given 
IO  generous  dispuianii.  As  to  your  stump  dra- 
lors,  wbo,  uller  low  invective  and  raiiilake  it  for 
wit,  and  gross  persooaliiy,  and  pass  it  off  for 
argument,  I  descend  nol  to  their  level;  nor  recog- 
niK  their  power  to  injure;  nor  even  to  offend. 

Whatever  obligations  are  incumbent  upo:i  this 
nation,  in  consequence  of  the  act  of  the  first  of 
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Hay.  1810.  the^  rnult  frsm  the  (olloiriB; 
tioQ!  "i4nd  be  it  further  enacted.  Thtl  \a 
<  either  Oreat  Brilaia  or  France  vhall.  before  ibv 
'  ibird  dif  or  March  next,  so  revok'  or  modiff  her 
'  fdieiii  Bi  ibtt  (hey  shall  cease  lo  riolaie  the  tiea- 

■  tral  commerce  oF  the  Uniled  States  which  Taei 
'  ibe  Prrsideal  or  ibe  United  Biales  shall  declare 
'by  proclamation,  end  if  the  oiliernatioD  shall  oof 
'  within  three  nonlhi  thereafter,  no  revoke  or 

*  modifjr  her  edict*,  in  ItbeiiiaDner.  then  the  third, 

*  fourth  fiftb,  liith,  sereolh,  eighth,  ninth,  tentti 
'  and  eiKhteenih  tection*  of  the  act,  entitled  'Ai 
'  act  to  interdict  the  eoaimercitl  tntereourje  be 
'  tween  tbe  Uoiied  Stale*  and  Oteat  Britain  and 
'  France,  and  their   dependencies,  and  for  oihei 

*  pnrpoBCi,'  i>hall,  from  andafier  the  expiration  of 
'  three  month*,  fron)  the  date  of  the  pToelamatian 
'aforesiid,  be  reTlved  and  have  foil  force  ami 
'  effect,  solar  as  relates  lo  the  dominions,  coloni 

'  and  dependencies  of  tbe  nntioh  thus  refusing 

■  negleciinn  to    revoke   or  modif^f  her  edicts 

'  (Banner  aloreMid.  And  therestriciions  imposed 
'  bf  this  act  •bill,  rrotn  tbe  date  of  such  procl*- 
'  mation,  cease  and  be  diiconlinued  in  relation  to 
'  the  nation  revoking  or  modiff  iog  her  decrees,  in 
'  the  manner  nruresaid." 

Divested  of  technical  eipressioD,  this  is  the 
abstract  form  of  this  section.  It  provides  that  a 
new  commercial  condition  shall  resuli,  on  the 
occnrrence  of  a  speeiSed  fact;  which  fact  the 
President  shall  declare.  On  ibis  stale  of  the  sub- 
ject I  observe  that  nothiDg  in  tbe  act,  indicates 
whether  the  object  of  the  United  Statei,  in  pro- 
vldiog  for  this  eventual  eommercial  eohdiiion, 
was  Its  own  benefit,  convenience,  or  pleasare ;  or 
whether  it  was  in  tbe  oature  of  ■  profier  to  for- 
eiga  oaiions.  It  wilt,  however,  be  agreed  on  all 
aides,  that  the  object  was  cither  the  one  or  the 
other.  If  the  object  were  oor  own  benefit,  con- 
venience, or  pleasare,  it  will  not  be  pretended 
that  we  are  under  soy  obligation  (o  continue  the 
aystem.  For  that  which  was  adopted, .solei f  for 
ather  of  these  ends,  maf,  whenever  our  views 
concerning  them  vary,  bs  abandoned;  it  being 
the  concern  of  do  other.  But  ii  is  said  thm  the 
aet  was,  in  troth,  a  proffer  to  the  two  belli^er- 
ents,  of  commerce  to  the  obaequioOs  nation, 
prohibition  of  commerce  to  the  eontamactous 
nation.  If  this  were  the  ease,  I  shall  axree,  for 
tbe  sake  of  argnmeot,  that  it  oojrht  to  be  fulfilled 
to  the  full  extent  of  the  terms.  But  inaimuch  as 
there  is,  in  the  terms  of  the  act,  no  indication  o{ 
aueh  a  proffer,  it  follows  that  its. nature  mnst 
arise  from  the  circamsiincea  of  the  case;  and 
that  the  whole  of  the  obligation,  whatever  It  is, 
grows  out  of  an  honorable  uaderstandiD?,  and 
DOihing  else.  A*  such,  I  admit,  it  should  be 
hoDora^Ijr  fulfilled.  The  tiature  of  this  proffer 
ia  that  of  a  proposition  opon  terms.  Now  what 
Isaj,  is,  and  it  isihe  foundation  of  my  argument. 
Ibat  whoever  claims  an  honorable  compliance 
with  such  a  nropOMtioD,  must  be  able  to  show,  on 
Us  pan,  an  fionnrsbte  acceptance  and  fulSlmeat 
of  tbe  terms.  Tbe  terms  onr  act  proposed  were — 
xn  act  lo  be  done ;  an  effect  to  be  prodticed.  The 
Ml  to  be  done  waa,  the  revoeation  or  modffica- 


tioa  of  the  edicts.  The  f0mi  lo  be  produecd  «m 
that  this  revoeatioD  omodificalion  aboaM  be  sock 
as  that  these  edicts  should  "cease  to  rkriaie  ok 
neutral  commerce,"  Now  the  qncatioaa  whiei  ' 
result  are,  has  ibe  act  been  done  t  If  dotte,  has 
it  been  so  dune  as  to  amoant  10  an  honorable  TdI- 
Gliiient  or  acceptance  of  onr  termaf  Tbe  ex- 
amination of  these  two  poiols  yi\i  exftiain  tbe 
real  sltuaiian  of  these  United  State*,  and  ike 
actual  state  of  their  obligatioas. 

In  considering  the  qaesiioa  vhether  thebeirf 
revocation,  or  modification,  baa   ocearfcd.  it  it 
unfortunate  that  it  does  involve,  at  leaat  ia  po#a- 
)%t  e*timaliai»,  the  proprietr  of  tlt«  prodaMaiioo, 
issaed  on  the  second  of  Novonber    last,  by  tbe     i 
Preaident  of  the   United   States.      I   rt|i«i,  at    ' 
mneh  a*  any  one,  that  Mch  ■■  ifaa  slate  of  tbingiv     { 
thai  tbe  qaestioo,  whether  a  Toreiffn  deapoi  bu 

connected  with  the  q«««tlon.  catMerpiof  tbe  pra- 
denee  and  perspicacity  with  which  wir  oai 
Chief  Maciatrue  has  done  Another  act.  I  say  ia 
popular  eaiirnaiion,  tbeae  eubjreis  aaen  to  caa-  I 
oected.  f  do  not  ibink  that  la  tbe  eMimaiioo  of  ' 
wisa  and  re£eclh>i  men,  they  are  aeeeasariJ/ 
thus  conneeied.  For  the  fact  might  mat  bare 
oconrrad  precisely  ia  ibe  form  (M»teaaplated  bf 
the  aet  of  May,  ISIO,  and  yet  the  PieaiAnt  oS 


aitht 
iciaa 


mi^ht  be  either  justifiable  or  exensabl 
be  jastifiable.  A  power  intrusted  to  a  poll 
the  oeearreaee  of  a  panicalar  i 
for  the  porpoaa  of  obtaininE  a  partiolar  cad,  he 
nay  aomeiKiie*  ba  JasiiEiabla  in  »■<*(.  in  a  ease 
which  may  not  be  precisriy  that  erif  inally  c^ 
tentplaied.  It  may  ba  efiecnHlly  tbosgh  not 
formally,  the  aame.  It  may  be  equally  eAcieai 
in  attaining  the  end.  Id  saeh  a  eaae  a  poliiieiaa 
will,  and  perhaps  oa^ht  bm  to  heaiiBieal 
therespaaMbiliiy,wtiiebsrbaafr«aa  doeaf 
I  in  a  case  not  coning  witfaia  iba  rerbal 
scope  of  his  authority.  Thus,  ia  ^preocot  in- 
stance. The  Preaideat  of  th«  Uaiied  Suiea 
igiit  hive  deemed  the  terms,  ia  the  letter  of 
the  Duke  of  Cadore^  such  as  gave  a  raaaonaUe 
:pcetation  of  accenlsoce  on  the  pari  of  Great 
nteio.  He  has  taken  the  respoaoibility.  He 
.)  been  deceived.  Neither  Or^i  Britain  ao- 
cepls  the  terms,  nor  France  peribmw  he*  mgaga- 
ments.  The  proelamation  might  thns  have  omi 
wise,  tliough  unfortunate  in  its  result.  And  as 
to  excuse,  wilt  it  be  said,  that  them  ia  aotfaisg  at 
the  sort  in  this  case?  Why,  sir,  oar  Admiaiti ra- 
tion taw  the  Great  Napoleon,  aecordiag  to  his 
own  eoofeesion,  over  head  and  cart  ta  lore  with 
the  AmencBD  people.  At  tueb  a  tight  as  this, 
was  it  to  be  expected  of  fleeb  and  blood,  that  they 
should  hesitate  to  plunge  into  a  sea  of  blin,  aad 
indulge  in  joy  wiiii  such  an  anaroOM  Cyprian  t 

But,  whether  the  fact  has  oecnrtcd,  on  wbiek 
alone  tliis  proclamation  coutd  have  legnlly  istocd, 
is  a  material  inquiry  and  cannnt  be  eeaded,  let  it 
reach  where  c»r  wHom  it  will.  For  with  this  is 
connected  tbe  essential  coodiiioo  oftbisDouatry; 
on  ihia  depends  the  multiplied  rights  of  our  fel- 
low-ciiizant,  whose  [soperty  hat  been  w  Bay  be 


IV  Google 


1017 


HISTORY  OP  CONORBSS. 


1018 


FErtRUABT,  1811. 


Oammoreial  hiaximne. 


H.opft. 


seized  or  eoafaoaird  Doder  thj*  law;  anil  brnee 
rrtult  osr  obligvlioot,  if  anf,  as  ia  pretvndcd, 
exiKt.  It  is  iinpDriBBt  hire  la  oWrre,  that,  ac- 
eorilrng  to  the  lerms  (^  the  act  of  Maf  1,  I8ia 
thp  law  r<f  March  1,  1809,  refirei  on  the  ocear 
rrnce  of  the  fast  rvquired,  and  not  «d  the  pracia 
tnntioo  inurd.  If  the  fact  bad  not  ocenrred,  ibi 
proclainatioa  ia  a  dead  letter,  and  bo  inbtequent 
nerformanoe  of  the  rcquirad  faet,  br  eiiher  bel- 
ligerent, can  retroaet  so  as  to  gire  laliditf  to  rhe 
prenoua  proelaraatioo.  The  covrae  repaired  by 
tbeact  ofihelit  of  May,  ISIO,  iinqnesiionablr 
is,  that  ihefaet  reqaired  to  be  done  »hould  he 
precedent,  in  point  of  time,  to  the  right  aeeraiof 
to  isfue  ifae  proelamatloD;  and  of  consequeDce 


that.  bj>  DO  conMnielion,  can  anraabsmiient  per- 
formaDse  of  the  faet  required  operate  baehward 
to  mppori  a  proclamation  jMaed  prertom  to  the 
ocenrrenee  m  that  faet  1  Whenever  tbii  6el  ia 
renllf  done,  a  5«w  proctaiutioa  is  reqairad  to 
comply  with  the  proTiMona  of  the  act,  and  to 
give  efficaej  to  them. 

I  am  tbe  mor*  pardctilar  in  rofeTring  to  this 
necessarr  conatrnelioo,  reiulriag  from  the  lermi 
of  the  act  of  the  firat  of  May  jait,  hecaoie  4t  is 
fcry  obvioas  that  a  different  opinion  did  uatil 
Tcrf  lately,  and  nrohably  doea  noir,  prerail  on 
tbi*  floor.  We  all  recoHecr  what  a  state  of  de- 
pression the  oonduet  o(  B^iiMparte  in  seizing  oar 
Tesads,  snbaequnt  to  (he  finit  of  November,  pro- 
dnceil.  as  soon  as  i^  waa  known  in  this  Honae. 
and  what  a  sudden  joy  was  llfhied  ap  in  it,  when 
the  Dew*  of  the  arri?al  of  a  French  Miaister  was 
aommonicated.  Great  bopea  Were  entenaioed 
and  expressed,  that  be  wonld  bring  some  formal 
rerocatioo  of  his  edrctii,  or  disavotval  of  the 
■eizvres  which  might  relroaat  and  support  the 
proetamaiioa.  It  was  confidently  expected  that 
some  explanation,  at  least,  of  these  ournges, 
wonld  be  eontaineit  in  bis  portnraaieao ;  thai  hd- 
derhispoMrder-paff,  or  in  hi*  snuffbox,  avtnednst 
wonld  be  foDod  to  throw  into  the  eyes  of  the 
American  people,  which  might  lo  far  blind  (he 
sense,  as  to  induce  ihem  to  acqniesee  in  the  en- 
forcement of  the  non-intercoarse,  wiiboat  any 
Tcry  seruputoDs  serotioy  into  the  performihee  of 
the  conditions  by  Bonaparte.  Bat,  alas  I  sir,  tbe 
Minister  is  as  paraimooious  as  bi«  master  is  ro- 
neJous.  He  has  not  condescended  to  extend 
one  panicle,  not  one  pinch  of  comfort  lo  the  Ad- 
uioistntion.  From  anything  in  the  Messages 
of  onr  President,  it  wonld  not  be  so  much  as 
known  that  soeh  a  blessed  vision,  as  waa  this 
new  BoToy,  had  saluted  his  eyes.  His  eommu- 
Bieailoas  preserve  an  oroinon*  silenoe  on  tbe 
topic.  AdninisireiioB,  after  all  their  hopes,  have 
been  compelled  to  resort  to  the  old  speeifie,  and 
have  caused  to  be  tipped  upon  our  tables  a  eart- 
™d  of  sand,  grir,  and  sawdust,  from  our  meta- 
physical mechanic,  who  seesaws  at  Si.  James', 
as  the*  pull  the  wire  here  in  Washington.  Yes, 
Mf|  a  leiiBr  written  on  the  tenth  day  of  Decem- 
ber last,  br  our  Mioirter  in  London,  is  seriously 
(Btroitaced  to  prove,  by  abstract  reasoning,  that 
ue  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  hod  ceased  to  exist 
M  the  first  of  the  pracadingNovecBbcr,  of  whose 


.  a*  late  ■•  ihe  8&(b  of  last  December, 
we  bave,  as  far  as  the  nature  of  thicga  permit, 
ocei>lar,  auricular,  and  tangible  demooKt ration. 
And  the  people  of  this  country  are  invited  lo  be- 
lieve Ihe  logic  of  Mr.  Pioktiey  in  the  face  of  tha 
fact  of  a  continued  seiaure  of  all  the  vessels 
which  came  within  the  grasp  of  tbe  French  ens- 
tom^oua*,  from  the  first  of  November,  down  lo 
tbe  dale  of  our  last  aacountsi  and,  in  defiance  of 
ihe  declaration  of  oBrCtitrg6d'Aflairfs,madeaa 
the  lOtb  of  Deeember,  that  "it  will  not  be  pre- 
tended thai  the  decrees  have  in  faet  been  re- 
voked," and  in  alter  discredit  of  the  allesaiion  of 
the  Duke  of  Maata,  made  oit  the  26lli  of  the 
same  month,'  which,  in  effect,  declares  the  Bnlia 
and  .Milan  decrees  exist,  by  deolaring  "  that  they 
shall  remain  suspended."  After  such  evidenoe 
I  this,  the  question  whether  a  revocailoo  or 
lodificaiion  of  the  edicis  of  France  has  to  on- 
earred  "as  that  ihey  eeese  to  violate  the  neuital 
oomnaeree  of  ibe  United  Stales,"  does  no  longer 
depend  upon  the  subtle  lies  of  syUoglstie  skill,  not 
is  to  be  disproved  by  any  power  of  lonical  illa- 
tion. Ii  is  an  affsii-  of  sense  and  feelinf .  And 
our  eiiittens,  Whose  properly  has  beeB<  since  the 
first  of  November,  nnifiM-mly  seised, and  of  which 
Ihey  arc  avowedly  to  be  deprived  three  months, 
and  which  is  then  only  to  be  retorned  lo  tbent 
on  the  condition  of  good  behavioar,'  may  as  boob 
lo  believe,  by  the  teaching  of  philoso- 
phy, that  their  rights  are  not  violated,  ai  a 
wretch,  writhing  nnder  the  lash  of  the  exeao- 
lioner.  might  be  made  by  a  course  of  reasoning 
-  'lelieve,  that  the  nalural  state  9f  hit  fieah  waa 
violaied.  and  that  his  shoulders,  out  of  which 
blood  was  llowiag  at  every  stroke,  were  in  the 
nioyment  of  cuiieutar  esse, 
■iber  tha  revpeatlon  espreued  in  tbe  lettar 
Duke  of  Cadore,  Was  absulute  or  oondi- 
ttooal,  or  whether  the  condiiions  were  preoedtni 
or  anbMH]aeal,  la  Ihe  present  state  of  oar  evi- 
'lence^  it  seems  scaroely  important  to  inqnire. 
Yet  the  eonstmeiion  of  .(hat  celebrated  passage, 
in  his  letter  of  the  6lh  of  Anguat,  ha*  bees,  aa 
I  have  ever  seen,  given  so  much  in  the  manoer 
of  lawyers,  end  »o  little  in  that  of  slRtesmaa, 
that  it  dftserves  a  short  elycidaiioo  ;  how  mooh 
the  words  "it  being  understood  that,"  in  their 
'  lular  Msition  are  worth;  snd  whether  tbey 
the  effect  of  ■  condition  precedent,  or  of  « 
condition  sobiequent.  A  statesmen  will  look  at 
the  terms  contained  in  that  letier  in  a  differckt 
aspect,  not  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  how 
much  a  court  of  law  might  be  able  to  laake  of 
them,  as  to  discern  in  what  positron  of  Ungoagc 
the  writer  jnieaded  lo  ioirench  himself,  and  >0 
penelrate  his  real  poJioy,  notwithstanding  Ihe 
veil  in  which  be  chose  to  envelope  it.  He  will 
consider  the  letter  in  connexion  with  ihe  general 
course  of  French  policy,  and  the  particular  oil- 
cumstanees  which  produced  it.  By  (bete  light*, 
it  is  scarcely  poesible  to  mistake  tbe  character 
and  true  eoDalr  net  ion  of  these  ex  press  ious.  Upon 
recurring  to  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  it  will 
be  foond  thai  they  contain  a  solemn  pledge,  ItiM 
"  they  ahall  cvnlinne  to  be  ligorouaJy  tit  Ibioo,  m 
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long  as  that  (ibe  EaglUh)  Oovernmenc  doea  nnt 
retorn  to  (he  principle  of  the  law  of  naiioai.'' 
Their  deterrainaiion  Xo  suppori  ihia  pledge,  the 
French  Gbfernnient  haa  uDiformljr  and  unde- 
TJatingl)'  declared.  Thpjr  have  told  us  cod- 
stanlly  thai  th^  required  a  prerious  revocalioD 
on  ihe  part  of  Orval  Brilain,  an  tha  coDdaion  of 
tbeir  rescioding  those  edict*.  The  qaettiuo  whu 
should  first  revoke  their  edkis  had  come  lo  be, 
BDiortoiislf,  a  aor[  of  point  of  honor  between  the 
two  bellieerenis.  Perrectly  acquaiDied  with  thi* 
ataie  of  luiags,  we  have  been  perprtualir  negoti- 
.  a  It  It  ^  between  the  one  and  the  other,  and  coit- 
tending  with  each  that  itwna  his  duty  previously 
to  Tevoke.  At  length  the  French  Gorernnieiii, 
either  tired  with  our  solicitationii,  or  more  prob- 
ably, seeing  their  owo  adfantaoe  ia  oar  anxiety 
to  get  rid  of  these  decrees,  wbicb  yet,Bsane»- 
aential  part  of  iia  aontioental  ^yiftem  of  total 
coiniuercial  exelnition  it  never  iotendeif  to  abao- 
<}on,  deviled  this  scheme  of  policy,  which  has 
been  the  loarceof  so  much  contt-it,  and  has  piu- 
zled  ill  the  melaphysicians  in  England  and  the 
United  States.  Cadore  is  directed  to  say  to  Ur. 
Armstrong :  "  In  this  new  state  of  things  I  am 
'  BOthorized  lo  declare  to  you,  sir,  that  the  deocees 
'  of  Berlin  and  Milan  are  revoked,  and  that  after 

<  the  first  of  NoTember  the*  will  cease  to  have 
'efiect;  it  being  aoderstood  that,  in  consequence 
■of  this  declaration,  the  English  shall  revoke 
'their  Orders  in  Council,  and  renounce  the  new 
'principles  eS  blockade  which  they  have  wished 
■to  establish;  or  thai  the  United  Slates,  eon- 
'  formably  to  the  act  you  have  just  eoromunica- 
'ted,  shall  cauie  their  tights  to  be  reepeoted  by 

<  the  English."  In  this  curious  gallimanfry  of 
time  present  and  time  future,  of  doing  and  re- 
fraining to  do,  of  declaration  and  understanding, 
of  English  duties  and  American  duties,  it  is  easy 

,  to  trace  tbe  design,  and  see  its  adaptation  to  the 
Hst  and  present  policy  of  the  French  Bmp<eror. 
The  lime  preMot  was  used,  becauf^e  the  act  of 
the  United  States  required  that  previously  to  thn 
proclamation  ihe  edicts  "  shall  he"  revoked.  And 

'  tbit  11  tbe  mighty  mystery  of  time  present  being 
used,  in  expressing  an  act  intended  to  be  done  in 
time  future.  For  if,  as  the  order  of  time,  and 
tbe  state  of  intention  indicated,  time  futui-e  had 
been  used,  and  the  letter  of  Cadore  bad  mid  the 
decrees  shall  ba  revoked  on  the  first  of  Novem- 
ber next,  then  the  proclamation  could  not  be  to- 
sued,  because  the  President  would  be  obliged  to 
wail  to  have  evidence  that  the  act  had  been  ef- 
reetvally  done.  Now  as  tbe  French  Emperor 
never  intended  that  it  should  be  effectuated,  and 
yet  meant  to  have  all  the  advantage  of  an  effec- 
tual deed  without  performing  it,  ibis  notable 
scheme  was  invented.  And,  By  French  finesse, 
and  American  acquiescence,  a  thing  is  consid- 
ered as  effectually  done,  if  the  declaration  that  it 
is  done  be  made  in  language  of  time  present,  ooi- 
withsianding  the  time  ofperformance  is  in  tbe 
same  breath  declared  to  be  in  time  future.  Hav- 
ing thus  secured  the  concurrence  of  the  Anieri- 
can  aJmifJisiralioD,  the  next  part  of  the  scheme 
was  ao  M  arrange  Ibe  eSpnsawn  that  either  the 


British  Government  should  n 
did  accede,  that  it  shoulJ  sect 
point  of  honor — a  prerions  i 
British;  and  if  they  did  not  aeetJcitti^.' 
should  be  a  color  for  seizures  and  srQoeirr 
and  thus  still  further  to  bind  Ibe  Amencui 
to' their  giwd  behaviour.  All  this  iiitivj-: 
this  well-devised  ezpreasioa"  ltbeiDg<IlJr^'^ 
that,  in  consequence  of  this  decUniisa ul^ 
glish  shaU  revoke." 

Now,  Great  Britain  eithef  wogUiuftb!.- 
terms,  or  she  would  not.  If  tbedid,  ikl'^ 
at  the  terms  required,  in  cnnseqaenMof  :l.^| 
ciaralion,  then  it  must  be  done  prrrjoDi:;: ' 
Brst  of  November,  and  then  the  [oiii^.t 
or  was  saved  to  France;  so  that  thuiFt' 
by  a  revocation  verbalir  preseoi,  rffecna^. 
ture,  would  attain  an  effectual  previwi  mt. 
tion  from  the  English.  But  if,  as  FnMtp' 
ed,  Great  Brilain  would  not  irUHiiiKi|ir 
security,  and  therefore  not  revoke,  pmiw-i 
the  first  of  November,  then  an  spulMB^:* 
found  for  France,  lo  justify  her  in  rti«iet 
feciuate  that  present,  futnre,  and  abaaRB» 
tional  revocation.  And  if  ever  liic  1^"^- 
dore  shall  condescend,  which  it  ia^^ii 
never  will,  to  reason  with  our  OovtrsWi"  ' 
subject,  he  may  tell  them  that  tfacf  bnxx 
French. Emperor  had  issued  those Aom"*. 
the  pledge  that  they  were  to  eooliow  «i-* 
British  abandoned  their  maritime  p'iwF'"'- 
he  told  us,  over,  anil  over,  and  of«  ip*^ 
previous  revocation  by  the  JBriiisii  w«*^ 
required  ;  that  for  the  purpose  of  (Ki"«("f 
the  sincerity  nf  tbe  British,  be  hid  ^* 
dared  that  the  French  decrees '■swrtnoi  a 
the  first  day^)f  November  easoiin;>"^ 
-was  on  the  expressed  condition  tlniw*"^ 
<f  that  declaration,  not  of  the  r«»M»iwi'»J 
thai  tUciaration.  the  British  we«K"*™* 
if  they  did  not,  the  "  undersUodiBg"  »"»"; 
alized;  and  his  rights  of  enforcing ^^I'T^'  , 
nained'iohim.  And  I  confess  liiosi'i'" 
what  answer  'can  be  made  to  mm  ■■'''T 
Let  us  examine  the  eaw  in  cnmniDii  life  J* 
Mr.  Speaker,  have  two  «!»««"*!»,« 
each  lying  behind  the  fiwms  of  Ai"'^" 
yoa  cannot  get  to  6ne  of  the  i«c^  "^^  ■ 
ing  over  the  farm  of  A,  nor  ic'*'  ""^ 
without  going  over  the  &i"i>  "' "■  '»J*  i, 
cause  or  other,  bath  A  and  B  I""''";!!,  ' 
tereit  that  yon  should  enjoy  the  "P"!^,. 
to  your  tract,  over  tbe  farm  oi  m^'^^.^m  , 
A  and  Bget  into  quarrels  *'«','|?V,^p«- 
you  in  the  dispute.  You  keen  »l«M",j^, 
petoally  negotiating  with  each  '^'^T^.-^nmH  ' 
of  nas:Age-WBy,  and  telling  «<''"*  „^mb)(« 
to  him  ibat  the  other  protiibiH  T*  "^^^ 
of  it.  At  last  A  says  "^  Come.  "''".'L;^  } 
B  to  trial.  l,onthisfif(hdayof  A"(^„i  I 
my  prohibitions  of  passage-way  sreHj^ 
afJer  the  first  day  o?  NoSetnber,  orPj^ 
shall  cease  to  have  effect;  b"'', ",",;- ^H 
that  B,  ih  cotmquenet  of  tha  *<^^,- 1!  : 
also  revoke  his  prohibiuon  <^  f*^^#i 
B  lefiiscs,  lioca  A,  under  lh«  «««•»" 
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aaeb  a  deeliratioo,  violmre  mr  obli^lion,  iboutd 
be  refiiiie  lo  peimil  tbe  parsagel     Might  not  A 
urge  with  grrai  color  aod  furce  of  irgumeDt,  thai 
ihia  srrBDgrniept  wai  the  pfiecl  of  your  loliclta- 
lioa  aod  ■^suraDer,   thai  B  weald  be  tempted  irj 
■ucii  a  proffer,  and  that  ihe  revoeatidn  oT  B  wib 
required,  bjr  the  terms,  to  be  tbe  eoosequence  of 
A'a  Ueclataiioi),  for  the  rery  purpoie  of  indieaiiog 
that   it  must  be  aDterior  to  the  fact  of  A'l  effec- 
tual revDcaiion  1    But  lei  this  be  ■■  it  will ;  >up- 
poHe  ihai  you,  on  the  fint  of  NoTember,  in  conse- 
quence of  A'aassuraiieet,  had  sent  your  Mrranis 
and  teams  to  bring  home  your  producls,  and  A 
sboultl  leiKO  your  oxen,  idcI  trains  and  producii, 
and   drive   your  lervBoit,  after  having  stripped 
them,  froiii  big  farm,  anJ  should  lell  yuu,  that  he 
should  keep  ihis,  and  all  other  properly  of  yourt, 
OQ  which  he  can  Uy  his  baod*,  for  three  montha, 
and  thea  t^e  should  rettore  it  lo  you,  or  not,  ^  he 
saw  fii,  accorJiuff  to  his  opiuioo  of  your  KOod  be- 
haviour.   I  ask,  if,  in  aay  sense,  you  could  truly 
say  that  on  rhe  first  day  of  November  the  pruhi- 
biiioos  or  edicts  of  A  were  >«  tevokn],  that  they 
ceased   to  violate  your  liberty  of  pasasge?    Sir, 
wheu  viewed  ia  relation  loeommoa  life,  the  Idea 
is  so  abaurd,  that  it  vonld  beabnoluiely  aitusire 
ta  aak   itie  question.    1  refer  the  decision  of  so 
ttmple  a  ease  lo  tbe  sound  sense  of  ihe  American 
people,  and  hoi  lo  thai  of  "veurvy  poUiicians, 
who  seem  lo  see  the  tbiogs  ihey  do  not,"    Id  a 
condensed  form  my  argument  i^tbia.    From  a 
revocation  merely  rerlwl,  no  obligalioni  resuli. 
By  the  terms  of  our  act  ihe  revocaiion  musi  be 
'   effectual,  "  so  as  ibe  edict  shall  cease  to  violate 
our  rights."     Now  the  simjile  question  Ik  whether 
an  uuifurai  teizure,  since  the  firsi  of  Novem)>er, 
under  tlioae  edicts  (for  none  other  are  pretended)  of 
all  Ibeir  property,  and  hoidiog  it  fur  three  luonltts, 
lo  see  how  Ihey  will  behave,  beorbenot  a  violaiion 
ofiherighisol  [be  American  people?    In  relation 
to  Ihe  revival  by  a  formal  decleiation  of  ibe  nooi 
intereoune  system,  as  is  proposed 
sections,  1  offer  this  argument:    ] 
on  which  the  President  s  proclamation  could.alone 
have  been  issued,  has  occurred  or  it  has  not.    If 
it  has  occurred,  then  {he  law  of  March  1809,  i*  re> 
lived,  and  this  prorisioo,  by  a  declarative  law,  is 
unaeccanry.    If  il  have  noi  occurred,  then  there 
is  no  obligation  to  revive  it,  for  alone  on  the  oc- 
currence of  the  specified  faci  doe*  our  obii^tion 
depend,    la  such  case  the  revival  by  declaratiuti 
is  a  mere  gratuity  to  Napoleon.    This  is  in  jact 
the  true  charaeter  of  the  lair.    As  to  the  provi- 
sions for  relief  of  our  merchanis  against  antici- 
pated seizure,  I  hold  them  scarcely  doservine  con- 
sideration.'  Heaven  be  praised  we  hare  indepeo- 
dent  tribunals  and  intelligent  juries.    Out  judges 
are  not  corrupt  and  our  yeomanry  will  not  be 
Bwa)[ed  in  their  decisions,  by  the  hope  of  Presi- 
dential favors,  nor  be  guided  by  parly  influence. 
The  harpies  of  yonr  custom-house  dare  as  soon 
I     e«i  off  ibeir  own  claws,  as  thrust  them,  in  the 

Cm  iiaie  of  the  law  of  March,  1809,  into  the 
.99  of  their  fellow-citizeot.     The  limorons 
and  ligbt-khuoniog  herd  of  spies  and  informers 
,     have  too  muck  instinct,  (opounee  on  auch  a  prey. 


e  of  these 
■  rgumeat:    Bilhcr  the  fact, 


But,  in  order  to  canse  any  obligaiioa  to  retulcun- 
der  ihe  law  of  May  1, 1810,  it  is  aecessarr,  not  only 
that  the  fact  required  be  done,  and  the  effect  requir- 
ed produced ;  but  also  ihe  terms  of  that  sci  must 
be  accepted.  Tbe  proffer  we  made,  if  »uch  be  the 
character  of  that  act,  was  only  lo  revive  the  non- 
inlercounie  law  against  the  contumacious  bellig- 
ereni,  after  three  month*  had  expired,  from  ihe 
date  of  the  proelamaiion.  Now  it  is  remarkable, 
ibsi,  so  far  from  accepting  the  lerns  of  ifae  pro- 
posiiion,  contained  in  our  act,  a*  the  extent  of 
our  obligations,  Bonaparte  expressly  tells  us,  that 
they  mean  something  else ;  and  something,  too, 
that  no  man  in  this  House  will  dare  to  aver  they 
really  intend.  It  is  also  remarkable  that  tbe  irrms 
of  this  celebraied  letter  from  ihcUnlce  of  Cadore, 
of  the  fifth  of  Au^st,  which  have  been  repre- 
sented as  a  rehxatjoo,  in  the  rigor  of  the  Freocb 
Emperor's  policy,  are,  in  fact,  something  worae 
than  Ibe  originai  terms  of  ihe  Milan  decree,  and 
ihat,  instead  of  hariog  obtained  a  boon  from  a 
friend,  in  ibis-boasted  Tetter,  our  Admtnjsimtioii 
liav e  only  caught  a  gripe  from  a  Tartar.  By  the 
teim*  of  the  Milan  decree,  it  was  to  "  cease  with 
respect  to  all  nations  who  compelled  the  Buglisb 
to  respect  their  flag."  By  the  terms  of  the  letter 
of  Cadore,  it  wis  to  cease  on  cendiiion  that  the 
United  Stales  "causetheir  rights  lobe  respected." 
Now  as  lonch.as  an  ubligaiton,  of  an  indefinite 
extent,  is  worse  ih&n  a  definite  obligation,  J usi  so 
raueh  worse  are  the  terms  of  the  letter  of  Cadore, 
than  the  original  terms  of  the  Milan  decree.  Mr. 
Speaker,  let  us  not  be  deceived  concerning  tbe 
policy  of  tbe  French  fiitiperor.  Ii  is  stern,  uo- 
reteuling,  and  anreiaxing.  So  far  from  any  de- 
viation from  his  original  sysiem  being  indicated' 
in  this  letter  of  the  Duke  of  Oadore,  a  strict  ad- 
herence 10  it  is  formally  and  carefnlly  expressed. 
Ever  since  the  eoiameveement  of  "  his  continen- 
tal system,"  a*  it  is  called,  the  policy  of  Napoleon 
has  uniformly  been-to oblige  the  United  Slates  to' 
effectual  eo-operaiion  in  that  syntem.  As  early 
as  the  7th  of  October,  1807,  bU  Minister,  Cbam- 
pagoy,  wrote  to  Qeneral  Armstrong,  that  the  in- 
lareats  of  all  maritime  Powers  ware  c ■ " 


unite  in  support  of  ibeir  right*  agaiaat  fioglaad. 
After  this  fdlowed  the.einSafgo  which  oo-opera- 
led  effeeinallr  at  the  very  critical  nMrnent,  in  hi* 

8 rest  plan  of  nontinenlal commercial  restrieiloQ. 
in  the  94th  of  the  ensuing  November,  be  resorts 
to  the  same  language--"  in  ridaiing  the  right*  of 
'  all  nations  England  has  united  them  aU  by  a 
common  interest,  and  it  Is  for  them  to  have  re- 
course to  force  againsi  her."  He  then  proceeds 
to  invite  the  United  States  to  take  "  with  the  whole 
■  Coaiiaent  the  pan  of  guaranteeing  itself  from 
'  her  injustice,  and  in  forcing  her  to  a  peace." 

On  the  ISih  of  January,  1808,  he  i9  somewhat 
more  poinled  and  positive,  at  to  our  efficient  con- 
currence in  his  plan  ofpolicy.  For  his  Minister, 
Cbampagoy,then  ielisus,that  "  His  Majesty  baa 
no  doubt  of  a  declaration  of  war  against  England 
by  the  United  Stales,"  and  he  then  proceeds  to 
lake  tbe  trouble  ofdeolariog  war  out  of  out  hands, 
and  volunteers  his  services,  grttuitously,  to  de- 
clare li,  io  our  name  and  behalf.    "Warwiau 
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'  then,  Id  f>ci  beiwera  Eaglind  aod  the  UfliwU 
'  Staivi;  and  HiiMajrsiy  coniideri  it  aiiiltcUred 
■  from  ihe  day  an  which  Eoglaad  publuhed  her 
'  dedr«W  And  in  order  to  make  auuraDce 
doublviore,  lie  iipqiK*irr>  our  Te*>etiiDh»  porta, 
"vniila  deeition  mar  he  had  on  the  diipoiiiioai 
to  he  eipreiwd  bjr  ilie  United  Bute*,"  on  bi» 
prepoiition  DfconndRrng  thcniaelvc*'*aiHocitied 
in  iheeauMof  allib*  Puwers,"  ajF^iaX  Boflaod. 
Ni>w  in  all  this  there  Ii  do  decentioa,  and  can  he 
■o  miitike,  as  to  ihe  porpose  or  hia  policy.  He 
tellt  m,  ai  plaio  ■•  languafe  cwi  apeak,  that  "  b]r 
caatiog  oUr  risbu  ro  be  reipeeted,"  he  mean* 
laar,  an  hia  side,  asainx  Qfeat  Britain.  That 
"our  iDieresu  arc  oomrnon" — thai  be  coasiden 
lit  already  "  aasocialet  io  the  war,"  anil  that  he 
•equeilemwJT properly  bf  way  ofseeurity  Tur  our 
Aapoaltiont.  This  ia  bia  old  policy.  1  pray  aome 
feBilemen  on  tbe  other  side  of  the  House  to  point 
oat,  in  what  ii  differs  from  ibe  newi  The  letter 
of  Cadorc  on  the  fifth  of  Au^tul  tell*  bs,  it  is  ex- 
'  pMted  that  we  "causa  our  rights  is  b«  rssprwled, 
m  eoaformity  to  our  act,"  and  the  same  letter 
alio  tells  u*  what  be  ua^ersiands  to  be  the  mean- 
ilg  of  oar  act.  "  la  ibort,  Caonresii  engagen  to 
appose  itself  to  that  on«  or  the  bellig«ren(  Fow- 
«ra  which  shall  refuse  lo  aekaowledge  the  rights 
of  neatrals."  Id  other  wards,  "by  causing  our 
rigbta  lo  be  respected,"  he  means  war  on  his  tide 
against  Great  Bniaio.  In  perfect  conformity 
with  ihistiniform,  anderiatiog  policy,  his  Mioia- 
ler,  Turreao,  tells  our  QoTernmeat,  >n  his  leiier 
of  Ibe  aSih  of  November  Imi,  thai  "the  modifi' 
'  tions  to  be  girea  to  the  present  absolute  ezelth 
'  sioQ  of  our  producta  will  not  depend  upon  the 
'  etaance  of  erenis,  but  will  be  the  result  of  mea- 
'  Mire>,firia  and  pursued  with  persereraDoe^  which 
'  the  two  Oovernraenlt  will  continue  to  adopt  Ic 
'  withdraw  from  the  monopoly  and  from  the  *h 
'  alions  of  the  common  enemf  a  commerce  loyal 
'  and  necessary  to  France  as  well  as  the  United 
'  Siatet."  And  to  the  end,  that  no  one  feature  of 
bit  policy  ^boald  be  changed,  or  eren  appear  to 
b*  relaxed,  bis  Excelleocy  the  Duke  of  Ma*Mi 
ud  hi*  GsceJleMy  the  Duke  of  QaeU,  in  theii 
TCBpeetiTe  letter*  of  Ihe  S5th  of  December,  dc' 
oImw,  that  the  propeNr  taken,  shall  be  "only 
aequeaiered  until  the  United  State*  hare  ful- 
filled their  eDRagrmeDu  to  cause  iheir  righb  ta 
bt  resp«cied/  Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  i*  tlie 
man  in  this  Huuse  bold  enough  to  maiaiai 
with  capacity  enough  to  point  otit.  any  raaierial 
variation,  between  the  policy  of  Fiance,  to  Ibis 
eonniry,  subtequeni  to  the  Cadore  letter,  of  the 
5(b  of  AugDtt,  and  iu  policy  anteriur  lo  that  pe- 
liod  1  The  character  of  the  policy  is  one  and  in- 
divisible. Bonaparie  had  not  yielded  one  ineh 
IO  our  Adminisiratioo.  Now,bs  he  neither  p 
formed  Ibe  act,  required  by  the  law  of  May,  181 
DOT  prodDccd  theeSuei;  nor  accepted  the  term 
proposed  i  whence  arise  our  obligatioasl  Hi 
It  our  faith  plighted  1  la  wfaai  way  tje  we 
bound  again  tu  launch  our  country  into  this  dark 
tea  of  retiriction ;  surrounded  on  all  aides  with 
perils  aod  penalties? 
Tbtt  uue  Diture  of  thia  Cadora  policy  is  aloDO 


o  he  diieo(er«4  to  the  character  of  hi*  masiei. 
Napoleon  t*  an  universal  geniua.  "He  can  ex- 
ehaoge  abapca  with  Prolnia  to  adraniage."  He 
hesitalea  al  no  ineRn*,and  commands  eterr  akilL 
He  toys  with  the  weak — he  tampers  with  the 
mean — he  browbeats  the  baoghly — with  ihecsa- 
he  i*  a  serpent.  For  ihe  coar>|[roaa  bebat 
..  and  laloca.  For  the  cowering  he  has  hnc&. 
He  found  our  AdoHnistralioa  a  pea  and  ink  ^a- 
try —parchment  poliiiciaas;  and  he  fao*  laid,  for 
these  ephemeral  essences,  a  paper  By  traf^  dip- 
ped JQ  French  hoaey.  Hercules^  fladiagt^t  be 
could  not  reach  our  Admiuistraiion  with  hiielul^ 
and  that  tiiey  wera  out  of  their  wita  at  the  nghl 
of  hit  lioB'aBEia,hat  condeteended  to  meetikem 
la  pell  I  coat*,  and  coaquer  thcfDiapinaiDg-atibcit 
own  distaff.     - 

As  .to  ihoaa  who;  afior   the  CTklMiea   bow  ia 

ir  haadt,  den)[  that  the  deereea  exiki,  I  eas  te 
more  reaaoB  with  them  iban  with  ibooe  who 
■boBid  desy-  tb«  tun  to  be  in  the  firiBaDeni,  at 
noon-day.  The  decreet  rcrokedl  The  foroial 
statute  act  of  a  despot  revoked  by  the  brralh  of 
bii*ervile  Minister;  uttered  on  eOBdmoos  not 
performed  by  Qreat  Britain,  and  elsimiiir  ttnaa 
not  ioicnded  to  be  performed  by  as!  The  Hia^a 
of  Dvr  euntmerce  secur*,  when  crery  wind  of 
heaven  ia  burdeaed  with  the  sight  of  oar  soffcr- 
ing  teamen,  and  ihe  coast  of  lb*  wbole  Coatiacal 
h*aped  with  the  plunder  of  our  mcrehaoul  T^ 
den  of  the  tiger  safe  1  Yet  ibe  tracbn  of  thoae 
who  enter  li  sta  innnmerable,  aad  not  a  traee  is 
lo  be  seen  of  a  returning  foctsiepi  The  dca  of 
the  liger  safe  I  While  the  ety  of  the  uaogted 
Tictins  are  beard  through  the  adamsntiaa  waU* 
of  his  cave  ;  cries,  which  desnair  oad  anguish 
utter,  and  which  deapotisia  itsaf  eaaaoi  atifle  \ 

Na,Mr.  Speaker.  Let  at  apeak  the  tr«th.  The 
act  BOW  proposed  ia  required  by  no  oU^tiMi. 
It  is  wholly  araiui tolls.  Call  it  tbea  by  iia  pro- 
per name.  Tbefirstfruilof  Frenehatliaaoe.  A 
token  of  traOMilaatto  taboiistioo.  Aayifaing  ex- 
cept an  act  of  ao  American  Congren,  th«  RJepte- 
seoiaiives  of  freomea. 

The  present  is  the  moat  faTorable  moaaeal  foe 
the  abandonmaoi  of  iheu  restrieiions,  nnlesaa 
settled  co-operatioB  with  the  French  eontiaenial 
tyttam  be  determined.    We  hare  teaderod  the 

Covisiena  of  ihit  act  to  both  beltiaerenis.  Both 
ve  accepted— both,  a*  prtncipal*,  or  bf  ibftr 
agents,  have  deceived  us. 

We  ulk  of  the  edicts  of  Qeorn  the  Tfanrd  tad 
Napoleon.  Yet  thoae  of  the  Preaideoi  of  the 
United  States,  under  voar  law,  are  jar  more  de- 
leauble  to  jronr  metcbaBts.  Their  edicts  pinit- 
dered  the  nch.  His  make  those  who  arc  poor 
still  poorer.  Their  decreet  atuck  the  extremi- 
lies.  His  proelamalion  fixe*  upon  ihe  viula,  and 
cheeks  die  aetioa  of  the  seat  of  eammeTelal  life. 

I  know  that  great  hopes  are  entertained  of  re- 
lief from  the  propoted  law,  by  the  prospect  of  a 
British  regency.  Between  a  mad  monarch  aod 
a  simpering  suBOeisor,  it  is  expected  the  whole 
system  of  that  nation  will  be  abandoned.  Lei 
gentlemen  beware,  and  not  caleo late  too eeria inly 
oa  ihefulilnMB^byBWBinpow«f,af  pnfeuoB* 
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made  oat  or  il.  The  majority  need  not  go  out 
of  our  own  coa[iir]r,,aor  bs/ond  (heir  oirn  prae- 
tiee,  lo  be  coDTiQced  bov  eatilj,  id  such  e*ms, 
proud  promites  ma]'  eveoluate  in  mea^te  per- 
forntaaee. 

The  whole  beanng  of  mf  argameni  i*  to  thta 
point.  It,is  time  to  take  oar  awo  rtgbta  into  our 
own  keeping.  It  i«  time,  if  we  wiJl  not  proteci, 
lo  refrain  from  bamperinf,  by  our  own  acts,  the 
commeroe  of  oar  eountrr.  Put  your  mercbaou 
■to  longer  and  Ft  the  guardianship  and  caprice  of 
foreign  Powera.  Punish  doi,  a(  the  iailigatioDcrf 
foreignerB,  yonr  own  oitizeDS,  for  followiOK  tbeir 
righteous  calling  We  owe  nothing  lo  FraDec. 
We  owe  oolbiag  to  Great  Btiuia.  We  owe 
erery tbing  lo  the  American  people.  Let  n*  show 
ourselve*  really  independent;  and  look  to  a  grate- 
ful, a  powerfifl,  and  then  nnitait  people,  for  sup- 
port, agaiuBt  efeiy  aggfeuor. 

Mr.  MoMPOBih-Tae  gentleman  (Mr.  Qaihot) 
IfOta  9ifanaebui«lt<  hai  given  ut  along  talk,  ibat 
aouued  tiie  House  *«ry  mueh  witfa  uopai  and 
fignrei,  aad  I  bupe'buaoariBced.biatMH'ihat  ha 
ii  right.  I  am  no  advocate  of  either  belligerent, 
I  hare  not  mueh  confidence  in  the  dedaraiioai 
of  foreign  QoTeronieDts.  I  did,  huweTer,  put 
■ome  coiiBdence  In  the  Erakine  arrangement,  but 
I  was  deceived;  it  met  my  approbaiion,  becaase 
I  was  among  loose  who  were  detertnined  to  set- 
lie  oar  dixpute!(  with  Qceat  Britain,  in  oar  own 
way,  as  an  independent  nelion.  And  I  will  now 
ask  (tie  geoileman  from  Massachusetts  whether, 
if  ihe  Chaucellor  of  the  Exchequer,  or  any  other 
Jiigher  authority  in  Qreat  Biiiain,  should  write 
a  fetter  to  ^ir  William  Scott,  and  a  circular  letter 
to  the  Colleeior  of  Liverpool,  inrorming  tbetu 
Ibat  the  Order*  in  Council  did  not  apply  to 
American  Teitcti  from  and  afler  the  lat  Narem- 
ber,  he  would  not  deetn  thou  lelteia  to  be  evi- 
dence of  tba  [act  1  If  M,  why  not  gite  the  stav 
credence  to  iba  tellers  of  the  Ouke  of  Massa  and 
the  Dec  de  Qaeiel  I  wiab  to  preserve  the  faith 
of  the  nation.  We,  bate  been  ploadered  by  both 
belligerenta,  and  have  as  little  confidence  in  tbe 
one  as  in  the  other;  but.wlihont  some  tetlanee 
on  the  word  of  constiinled  authorities  there  is  an 
end  to  all  negotiaiions.  The  gentleman  says 
that  we  are  about  to  shnt  up  "the  only  avenue  to 
our  commercial  hope,"  Th^se  are  his  own  words. 
I^E  01  DOW  examine  this  avenue  to  our  commer- 
cial hope.  I  will  in  the  first  place  ask  the  in- 
dulgence of  tbe  House  while  I  read  and  state 
some  facts  from  a  letter  I  have  just  received  from 
Liverpool,  dated  January  8,  of  the  preseat  year, 
from  one  of  the  most  respectable  hoows  there, 
which  sta tea  that  the  importation  of  eotlon  from 
tbe  United  State*  waa  320,000  balea  in  1810;  that 
thtic  was  then  1 45,000  bales  on  hand ;  tobaoeo  im- 
ported in  aanie  period,  14,700  hogsheads;  and, 
notwithstanding  the  consumption,  the  quantity 
imported  kept  the  market  aopplied  constantly  with 
thont  the  same  number  of  hogsheads,  thioughout 
the  yeni  1810.  Poi-ashea  imported  S8.04S  bar- 
kU,  on  hattd  13,000  barrels ;  rice 39,000  imported, 
and  there  remains  on  hand  vary  large  supplies. 
Those  ate  tbe  priocipal  article*  of  iha  piodnoc  of 
lull  Coa.  3d  3£ss<— 33 


our  soil  unaold  on  8th  of  January,  1811,  in  the 
port  of  Liverpool  alone,  besides  the  quantities  in 
the  other  ports  of  Qreat  Britain;  and  the  same 
letter  observes:  ''This  supply  checks  any  at- 
'  tempt  ai  speculation,  and  without  an  eiport  vent 
'  is  procured,  the  slock  on  hand  must  remaia  un- 
'  lalenble ;  if  the  belligerent*  return  to  a  sense  of 
'justice,  tbeeomineutal  markets  being  in  that  case 
'  le-opened,  will  require  large  supplies,  and  cauae 
'  our  market  to  rise."  Tbe  prices  of  upland  cotton 
are  stated  at  ISd-  sterling  per  lb;  tobacco,  very 
prime  id.  to  7d.,  middling  quality, great  quantity 
on  haod,  fit  only  for  Cootineaul  market,  at  1^  a 
id;  pot-ashes  43  to  £44  per  ton— rice  19  to  23 
pet  cwL"  Sir,  thA«  is  no  American  merchant 
wbo  can  pursue  that  commerce,  attended  with 
the  enormous  ehages  and  duiiei  imposed  on  those 
ariiclcs  wiiboui  iueriiable  ruin;  and  I  call  toths 
rccolleetion  of  gentlemen  the  numerous  failure* 
in  consequence  of  bill*  uf  excbaoge  returned  under 
protest,  which  had  beeu  predicated  on  shipments 
to  British  ports:  and  yet  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  tells  us  this  is  "  the  only  avenue  to 
our  commercial  hope,"  Send  ^our  vessels  lo  the 
Brazils,  you  meet  them  there  intriguing  against 
you^  commerce;  to  Buenok  Ayre^  you  God  them 
there;  lo  Cayenne,  there  aUo;  la  Terra  Firma, 
you  there  find  them  in  conjunclioa  vith  Miranda 


LDii|Ue,  Guadaloupe,  Jamaica,  doc,  and  you  are 
met  with  enormous  port  charges,  and  duties 
amouuting  to  prohibittoD  ou  the  staple  articles  of 
the  new  Bnglaod  Siaiec;  codfish,  beef,  pork, 
butler,  lard, cheese,  bams,  &c.  It  la  true  we  are 
admitted  every  now  and  then,  ai  the  mere  wilt 
and  caprice  of  a  governor,  to  imnort  into  those 
colonies  flour  at  a  duty  of  one  dollar  per  barrel; 
,tice  and  lumber  in  proportion ;  on  condition  thai 
you  shall  not  lake  away  anv  article  but  rum  and 
molasses,  and  ifiis  is  the  only  avenue  to  our  com- 
mercial hope.  They  are  like  (he  locusts  of  Egypt 
in  relation  to  our  commerce.  What  has  become 
of  your  1,330,000  (dds  of  shipping,  valued  at  fifty 
dollars  per  ton, amoun  ting  to $37,500,000, one  third 
of  which  belongs  to  Massachusetts  1  Is  Ibe  gen> 
tieman  willing  to  surrender  the  carryiog  ira<K  lo 
Great  Britaio?  Let  bim  (urn  bis  attention  to 
the  ports  of  New  York,  Philadelphia.  Baltimore, 
Norrolk,  Cbarlestoo,  and  New  Orleans,  and  he 
will  find  that  British  ships  are  now  Uking  the 
bread  out  of  the  mouths  of  bis  own  constituent*. 
They  are  enabled  lo  take  freight  on  so  much  lower 
terms  than  American  vessel*  can  afford  to  do  it 
in  consequence  of  the  very  great  difference  of 
duties  iii  Great  Briiaio,  between  importations  in 
American  or  in  a  British  ship,  that  we  eanoot 
compete  with  them,  unless  you  will  countervail 
them,  and  lake  a  decisive  stand  in  defence  of  your 
aommerce  to  contioental  Europe,  and  carry  your 
producedirectio  the  consumers,  and  be  no  longer 
subject^  to  be  fleeced  by  Ihe  monopolizers  and 
retailers  of  the  old  world.  They  are  not  eoaient 
to  have  the  whole  products  of  your  soil  depoMted 
on  their  island,  on  which  they  receive  an  enor- 
mous  import,  and  laise  an  extra  trar  tax,  besides, 
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hot  they  wilt  claim  retj  soon  thecxelutire  right 
to  carrr  il  when  tod  wberethey  plinse  in  tbeir 
'  AWD  ibips.  We  BTF  ibuB  reducM  lo  a  irorse  sit- 
nation  ibiD  in  a  state  of  colonizalioa ;  we  hare 
BOW  all  (he  dnadVanlBsea  of  being  pluodered  by 
tbeir  nary,  and  Done  ofihe  adTaoIages  or  receiv- 
ing its  protection,  alihoDgh  ibey  have  the  impu- 
dence 10  cbarge  us  fonr  per  cenr.  convoy  duty  on 
th«ir  gewgaw*  and  manuraciDres,  which  convoy 
they  do  not  give  us.  Can  this  be  a  desirable  stale 
of  ibingsT  And  if  pertevered  in,  I  am  coQvibced 
dia  commerce  of  the  United  States  will  deaeend 
into  the  same  tomb  with  the  geoileman'a  story  of 
I  he  coffin. 

There  are  three  classes  of  jroar  citizens  to  be 
provided  Tor,  as  contemplated  m  the  provisions  of 
this  bill — first,  sequestrations  in  France,  Spain, 
Italy,  Holland,  Denmark,  Sweden,  Pruisia,  and 
Bussii.  Second,  those  who  have  sailed  to  France 
under  the  faith  of  tfae  Dnke  of  Cadore's  letter  of 
■he  5th  of  Angust.  Third,  importers  of  British 
inanuraclurea.  But  it  would  seem^  fav  the  argu- 
nenis  1  have  heard  advanced  in  this  House,  that 
there  were  only  the  latter  cIbsk  lo  be  provided 
for,  and,  a;  I  presume  British  precedent  and  au- 
thority will  be  admitted  by  the  gentleman  from 
Masaachuieits  to  be  good  evidence,  I  will  inform 
faim  and  the  House  what  were  the  concurrent 
testimony  of  ihe  EnglUb  merchants  before  the 
bar  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  subject  of 
exports  and  imports  of  the  United  States.  Th^y 
stated  on  oaih  that  the  exports  to  the  Dnited 
States  were  about  twelve  millions  sterling,  and 
that  the  imports  were  about  four  millions  on  " 
average  for  the  years  1802. 1803, 1801,  when  tbi 
vere  no  decrees  against  American  commerce, 
ind  consequently  it  took  its  own  natural  channel 
and  supplied  each  market  according  to  its  nati 
consumption.  The  difference  between  export 
import  beingabout  eight  millions  sterling  against 
as.  Those  jEnglisb  merchants  state  thsl  it  was 
made  up  nod  received  from  oar  trade  with  con- 
tinental Europe;  this  bat  not  been  diiprofed  by 
Ihe  British  Cbancettor  of  the  Exchequer,  nor  by 
bis  friend  Sterens,or  War  in  Disguise — it  is  a  fact; 
they  cannot  deny  it.  And  shall  we  be  told  about 
the  profitable  commerce  with  Great  Britain  T 
After  a  statement  of  these  fkcu,  shall  wfe  g[ 
to  gorge  their  warehouses  with  twelve  millioat 
■lerling  of  produce,  when  their  own  internal 
■umpiLoo  does  not  exceed  four  millions  sterling? 
I  hope  not;  and  I  do  (rust  that  the  time  is  not  far 
diaiaot  when  we  sbaH  assert  and  defend  out  just 
rights. 

Mr,  Tallmaekib  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  first 
ieclioQ  of  the  amendment,  th«  words,  applied  to 
the  proclamation  of  the  President,  "aitdno  olhei 
•vidence  shall  be  admitted,"  &e. 

With  the  consent  of  Mr,  Tallmadog— Mr.  Liv- 
BKHORB  enlarged  the  motion,  so  as  to  strike  oul 
the  word*  "and  such  proclamation  shall  be  ad- 
mitted at  evidence,  and  no  other  evidence  shall 
be  admitted  of  anch  revocation  or  modi  Sea  tioo," 
&C.  of  the  Orders  in  Council. 

Mv.  LivEKMORB  apoke  in  ■oppoct  of  the  motioif 


He  coDoeived  the  clausa  propo^d  to  be  strteka 
I  involving  a  moil  arbitrary  feature. 
.  Roasaaid  that  the  geDileman'a  reafoniof 
to  prove  that  a  court,  ifistfad  of  the  Exeea- 
ibould  be  vested  with  Lbe  power  of  deciding 
tfae  fact. 

Mr.  Whioht  spoke  agalDsl  the  tDoCion.  Tbe 
power  proposed  to  be  given  to  lb«  PrrridcDl  of 
the  United  Slates  in  (hit  ease  was  attalogous  u 
the  proclamation  of  a  treaty,  which  Ibesi  ttecame 
the  law  of  the  land,  dte.  Il  was  tbc  only  eridence 
which  could  be  admitted. 

Mr.  Lyon  and  Mr.  Wbeaton  also  aptAe  in 
favor  of  the  motion. 

Tbe  question  on  Mr,  LiviBNORB'a  motion  wn 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays.  For  tbc  moiioa  50; 
against  the  motion  79,  as  follow* : 

TiAS— loMph  AlbQ,  AUjah  Bifalaiw,  Danid  Bk>- 
dell,  James  Breckenridge,  John  Cunpb^  Jofaa  C 
ChanbHlBin,  WlllUm  Chamberliti,  Bpaphiadifoi 
Champian,  Martin  ChittendiB,  Jo(>b  I>aTB>port,j^ 
WUIian  Bly,  James  Easott,  Bamt  OanlMiier,  Chute 
aDldBbaro<igh,lliomai  R.  OeU,  WilliawHala,  .Vatfcaa- 
ial  A.  HBTen,  Daniel  Heialer,  JonatlMn  B.  BobbuJ, 
JEbeBOar  Uuatinfton,  Bidkard  Jackaa^  jaa.,  Robert 
Jnlkina,Harman  Kniekerbacker,  Jaa«pkliam,jri,  Ed- 
ward St.  Loe  Livsrmpra,  Kobert  La  Boy  Urm^ton, 
MatdiewLjoo,VmoaatMalthew*,A[chibddMcBiyd4 
PlsauQt  M.  Millar,  WiOiam  MiIdot.  Joaalhan  O. 
MoulBy,Joseph  Feanon, BsnJamiQ  ncknuB  jr., Tlia- 
othy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisba  R.  Potter,  Joeiah  QniiK^.Jotin 
Handolpb,  John, Stanlej.  Jan-    ""■     '  .       ■    - 


8target,  Jaeob  Siroope,  Samuel  Taggait,  Beoaaia 
Ttllmsdgs,  niehoUs  Tan  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Han, 
Killian  K.  Tin  ReoneUer,  Laban   WheaiMi,  Eidjel 


Whitman,  and  Jimea  Witaon. 

Miia— WUKa  Atrton,  jr.,  Willkm  Andenon.Davil 
Bard,  WitGam  T.  Bar^i  BnnveU  Baaett,  WiDaw 
W.  BiU,  Adara  Boyd,  Robwt  Biqwb.  WiiliaB  A.  Bm- 
wcll,  WiUiim  Butlar,  Joaeph  Oalbon,  LangdMi 
Chevet,  Matthew  Clay,J<dia  Oloptan,  Jataia Cocfaran, 
Williun  Crawford,  Richard  Catta,  John  Dawson,  Joa. 
Deaba,  John  W.  Enica,  WUliam  Findlsr.  BaniUai 
GannaM,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  8.  Gailasid,  Ttwmu 
Okoboa,  Patarwin  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gtmj,  WUIiav 
Halni^  Jame*  Hollaod,  Ja«di  Hafty,  Walter  Jone^ 
Thomas  Kenan,  William  Kennedy,  John  Love,  Aan>a 
Ljlp,  Natfaanisl  Maran,  Samaal  McKee,  Ataiandcr 
MrKim,  WiUian  HcKinlev,  Suanel  L.  Mitchill,  Joha 
Montgomciy,  Kiehnlia  R.  Mooiv,  Tlunnu  Moore,  Jer* 
emiah Morrow, Gordons.  M nmfiyrd, "ntomaa NowboM, 
Thomas  Newton,  Jtdin  NidiolaoD,  John  Ponar,  John 
Raa  of  Pennaytvania,  laba  Rhea  of  TeBueaaee.  Mat- 
thias Richards,  SamnelKoggold,  John  Baana,  Erastas 
Root,  John  Ross,  EbBBesar  Sage,1%i>«iiw  SsBaMma, 
Lemuel  Sawyer,  John  A.  Scnddar,  Bbeswaar  SaaTe^ 
Adam  Snbert,  Saniuri  Bktw,  Daniri  ShsSy,  Doinb 
Smalt,  John  Smilio,  George  SuA,  JiAa  flaiith.  ann- 
nd  Smith,  Hann  Sonthard,  Sidiard  Btanbtd.  John 
Thompaoo,  Uii  Tia^,  Gaarga  M.  Tioap,  (Autan  Tw 
nev,  jr.,  Robert  WaaUay,  Bobart  Withenrooik,  and 
Robert  Wright 

Mr.RBBAorTenoeaaee,  advening  to  tka  weanil 
want  of  limit  to  the  time  whan  Orcai  Britaia 
might  revoke  her  unlawfol  edicts,  aiMl  declaring 
his  opininn  that  thcstetioa  as  it  now  iioadcoa- 
traveaed  the  compaot  wiih  Fcaaec,  moved  to 
anMDd  it,  ■«  aa  to  nad— "  if  Great  Briiaia  thall, 
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on  or  before  (he  3J  of  Febraarr,  Ifill,  hsTe  »o 
revoked  or  modified,  &a.  then  the  President,"  Ac. 
to  issue  his  proclamalioQ,  &a. 

Mr.  R.  spoke  in  support  of  bis  proposition,  de- 
clariDg  liiat  if  iIib  seeiioD  was  amended  as  he 
proposed,  he  should  vote  for  it ;  oiherwjae  not. 

Mr.  L.VON  called  for  u  division  of  ihe  question, 
BO  as  IQ  like  it  dUtincily  od  sirikiag  out. 

Mr.  WfliaHT  supported  Mr.  Rsba's  molion  at 
length,  on  the  ground  that,  rb  it  now  stood,  the 
bill  coDt«[npiBtedBdire«t  violation  of  the  compact 
with  Franc*,  by  which  we  bad  eqgaged  lo  pro- 
hibit' imporiplion  afwt  the  upiraiioB  of  tbrM 
monihs  from  the  date  of  the  proclarnatioD.  The 
■ttempt  of  the  Legislature  to  CKitlaia  or  declare 
the  iotpnt  of  a  law  he  considered  an  nmrpaiioD 
of  judicial  powers. 

The  queilioQ  on  striking  out  the  words  pro- 
posed to  be  erased  by  Mr.  Rhea's  molion  was 
decided  by  yeas  and  naya.  For  airiking  out  33 ; 
agaiast  t(  S3,  as  folloira  : 

Yba« — WiUiun  Andtnoo,  DatU  Bwd,  JoMph  Cal- 
koon,  Mutin  CbiUeuilui,  J(^  Clopton,  WUUas^ 
Crawford,  WiUiuiL  Ely,  Busat  Oaideaier,  Williilii 
Hale,  Daniel  Heictra,JonaUi*D  H.  Hubbard,  EbsoezGi 
Huntington,  Mattbeo  Lron,  Alexander  McKim,  Tfich^ 
oIbs  R.  Moore,  Thoma*  Moore,  John  Rhea  of  Tennes- 
■ee,  John  Rouia,  Braitu*  Roo^  John  A,  Scndder,  Sam- 
uel Shaw,  Labao  Whsaton,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Hiia— Willi.  Aliton,  y,  WUHam  T.  Barry,  Bur- 
well  BaHstl,  William  W.  Bibb,  Abijah  Bigetow,  Adam 
Boyd,  Jamas  Breckenridga,  William  A.  Burwell,  Wil- 
liam Butler,  John  Campbell,  John  C,  Chamberlain, 
Epaphroditiu  Champion,  Langdoii  Cheres,  Malthen 
Clay,  James  Cochran,  Richard  CuUa,  John  DaTcnpor^ 
jr.,  John  DaiTHiD,  Jcnetib  Desha,  John  W.  Bppes, 
William  Findloy,  Mashack  Franklin,  Banillai  Gannett, 
Gideon  (jardnat,  Cirid  8.  Garlind,  Tbomaa  Gholcon, 
Charlea  Goldsborough,  Peterson  GiwdiTyn,  Nathaniel 
A.Haren,  WiUiuo  Halms,  Jacob  Huay,  Ricbaril  Jack- 
ion,  jr.,  Robert  Jinkins,  Hicbaid  M.  Johnaon,  Waller 
Jonaa,  Tbomii  Kenan,  William  Kennedy,  Joeaph 
I.etTis,jr.,  RoliFrt  Le  Roy  LiTingaun,  John  Lois,  Aaron 
Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Archibald  McBryde,  Samuel 
HcKm,  Willi&m  McKinley,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  WQ- 
liim  Hilnor,  John  Mantgomei;,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Jonathan  O.  Moseley.  Gurdou  8.  Mnmlbrd,  Thamai 
Nenbold,  Tbama*  Newton,  John  NicholBon,  Joseph 
I'earK>a,  Tioaothy  Pitkin,  jr^  Peter  B.  Porter,  Eliiha 
R.  Pottar,  Josiah  (juincj,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea 
of  Fanaiylvaaia.  Matthias  Richards,  Samuel  Rinsgoli^ 
John  Rom,  Ebaneier  Ssge,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Ebeneier 
Seaier,  Adam  Beybeit,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Dennis  Smelt, 
John  Sfflilia,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samoil 
Smi^,  Heary  Boulhard,  Richard  Sunfonl,  John  Stan- 
ley, Junes  Stephenion,  Jacob  Swoops,  Samuel  Ta(- 
gart,BenjaminTBllDiadge,JobnThainpaan,Uri  Tracy, 
George  M.  Troup,  Charies  Turner,  jr.,  Nidiolai  Taa 
Dyke,ATcl]tb.ld  Van  Uorn.KiUiaa  K.  Van  RensMilaer. 
Robett  Wiakley,  Ezekiel  Whitman,  Jamei  Wilson, 
and  Robert  Withenpoon. 

Mr.  WnoBT  renewed  the  motion  be  had  made 
ill  Comoiittee  of  the  Whole,  toiatorporaie  In  the 
bill  t  proTiaion  for  requiring,  as  ■  line  qua  noa 
to  the  revocation  of  the  non-intareoarie,  an  ar- 
rangenent  for  the  sanender  of  imprnsed  Amer- 


He  proposed  to  make  some  remarka  on  the  aab- 
jeei ;  but  a  motion  to  adjourn  preTailed — yeaa 
"1  nays  60. 

Tdbsoay,  February  26. 

The  following  Message  from  the  PtiEfliDBiiT  or 
TBB  United  States,  reeeivvd  yesterday,  was 
read,  ai  follows : 
TotbtIIoiue6f1t^>TatiitaHtaofthtOnittdStat»t 

I  tramnit  to  the  Honaa  of  JtepreaaatatiTsa  reports 
from  the  SnperinleBdenl  oT  iha  City,  aad  the  Bun«yw 
at  the  Pnblla  Boitffin^  complying  wilta  Aait  naola* 
tion  of  the  fitnrleenth  of  January. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

FaaairjnrSS,  lail. 

A  meassge  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  ibe  Senate  hare  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  providing  for  the  final  adjustment  of  claims 
to  landa,  and  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  in 
Ihe  Territoiiei  of  Orleani  and  Louisiana,  and  to 
repeat  the  act  passed  for  the  same  purpose,  and' 
approved  the  sixteenth  of  February,  1810,"  and  a 
bill,  entitled  "Ad  act  to  authorize  Ibe  payment  of 
cMisia  oariificatea,  orediia,  and  pensiooa,  and  fut 
other  purpose!;"  to  which  billa  thej  desire  thf 
coneurranea  of  this  Hooae. 

GENERAL  WILKIHSON. 

Mr.  Bacon,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  conduct  of  Brigadier  General  Jas. 
Wilkiaaon,  reported  an  immense  masa  of  docu- 
ments collected  on  the  subject,  without  any  opit^ 
lOD  eipreased  thereon  by  toe  committee. 

A  moiibn  wu  made  by  Mr.  Bacor  that  iba 
report  and  documaati  he  iraaamjued  to  the  Pre* 
sideni  ta  the  United  Stales. 

This  motion  was  opposed,  because  that  it  was 
•ending  to  the  President  a  nuea  of  paper  of  the 
eontants  of  which  ihey  knew  noihine;  and  that 
it  would  be  shifting  the  burden  from  ine  ahooldera 


a  liinllar  proaeeiliag  is  relation  to  papers  hereto- 
fore aobniilted  to  Ina  House  in  respect  to  that 
subject,  and  of  the  abstract  propriety  of  referring^ 
to  the  Executive,  who  alone  had  power  to  remora 
General  Wtlkiaaon,  and  who  had  been  supposed 
lo  be  precluded  by  the  interposition  of  the  Hohse 
from  acting  on  thoie  documents  which  should  go 
to  establish  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  accused, 

Mr.  &PFSB  moved  to  refer  the  papers  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.  Having  commenced  this 
inquiry,  for  which  be  himself  had  voted,  he  was 
of  (^oiofl  that  (lie  House  ahould  prosecute  it  to 
some  reult,  and  not  ahift  the  teipoasibiliiy  front 
Mbmsdves  on  oihera. 

Mr.  Ravdolpb  seconded  Ur.Brrn'a  moiioni 
and,  afier  debate, 

Mr.  Eppcb's  motion  was  nagatirec^yeaa  4^ 
nays  81,  as  follows: 

■Willi.  Aliton.  jr.,  William  T.  Barry,  Adam 


Jowph   Dsda,  John  W.  Eppei,  Meahack  FrankUn, 
BaniUai  QauBStt,  OUcmi  Oaidtaer,  Thomas  QfaolseB, 


IV  Google 


tm 


WiSfi<ms  «9  'Gf^tai^fii- 


1033 


H.WR. 


OnenU  WHkauofL 


JH  thoiwjm,  Jxnb  Hoftj,  Riehand  M.  JahDwni, 

Mat  LoTC,  William  McKinl*;,  PUawiit  H.  Millar, 
Nidiolu  R.  Moore,  JcntnUh  Monvo,  Qardon  B. 
Mamfbrd,  Thomu  Nenbold,  Benjamim  Pickman.^r., 
Jalm  Baodolph,  Jobn  Rea  of  PeaiiijlTaDia,  Matthiai 
Hioiianla,  Samuel  Blnfgold,  lalul  Boane,  Eraftni 
SbM.  Joha  Bow,  Luniel  Sawyer,  Adam  Scjbert, 
BmsubI  Shao,  Jo4ka  Binitlii  Baraae)  Smith,  Henij 
Soalhard,  Qeorga  M.  Troup,  ChartM  Turan,  jr>,  Ai- 
dubald  Van  Horn,  and  flobrrl  WhUehill. 

NAia-JoMph  AUeii.WiUiun  Anduaan.  Da>td  BaH, 
Biirv^  Baaaal^  WilUun  W.  Bibb.  Abijah  Bigctew, 
~    '  '  "'  '  'eU,  Jante*  firwkearUi*,  Boh      " 


wJllarn  Chambertin,  Epiphrodi 
Champion,  Langdon  Chavea,  HutJo  OUlUMeB,  Jw. 
Cochrtn,  John  DaTanpon,  jr.,  William  Elj,  Jamea 
Emott,  William  Pindlej,  Barant  Gaideoier,  Cbarlai 
GoliUliorough,  Thomaa  K.  Gold,  Edwin  Gnj,  William 
HkIg,  Nathaniel  A.  Haien,  Daniel  Heiiter,  Jonathan 
fi.  Hubbaid,  Ebennei  HunUrgton,  Richaril  Jackaon, 
b^  Roberl  Jenkins,  Walter  Jooei,  T^omu  Kenan, 
William  Kennedj,  Herman  Knickeihaeker,  Joaeph 
Ipawil,  jr.,  Edward  Sl  Loe  Lirermora,  Robert  V  Baj 
LtringMon,  MalUnw  L;on,  Aaron  Lyh,  Nalbanial 
Maoon,  Vlneent  Mattbewe,  Arefaibaia  MaBryde,  ~ 
Ml  HoKaa,  Ateiandor  McKim,  WillWin  MOmt, 
Mai  L.  Mitchill,  John  Montgamai;,  Thamaa  HMira, 


Timothy  Fitkii^  jr-,  Peter  B.  Porter,  1 
Potter,  Joaiih  Quinoy,  John  Baodolph,  John  Bet  gf 
PmnijtiaDia,  John  Bow,  Ebenecer  B«gr,  Tbeoai 
Sammona,  Daniel  Sheffej,  Dennia  Smelt,  George 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard  B^ubtd, 
John  Suntey.  Lewie  B.  Sturgee,  Jacob  Swoope,  Bm- 
nel  TaKgarl,  Benjamin  Talknadge,  Vri  Tra^,  Ganga 


r,K«4at 


Jonathan  O.  Moaelej,  Thvmaa  Newton,  Joaeph  Fear- 

*"■  "  ' "  I,  jr.,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elialui  R. 

»,  Jol     —  - 


_..j,  TimothT   PitkL,       , , 

Potter,  Joeiah  Quiney,  John  Rhea  of  Tenneatee,  Ebe- 
neier  Sage,  Tbona*  Sammon^  John  A.  Bcndder,  Ebe> 
Bcur  SeaTer,  Daniel  SbeAr,  Dennia  Smelt,  John 
Smille,  Oeor^  Smith,  Rtchard  Stanford,  J<^n  Stanley, 
Lewia  B.  Sturgaa,  Jacob  Bwoope,  Samnel  Tag^rt, 
Benjamin  Tallraadga,  John  Tbannaon,  Uii  Tmcy, 
XUInd  K.  Van  ReMaalaar,  Labao  WhMMi,  Biakiat 
Whitman,  Jamea  WilMo,  Bobart  Wkhenpeon,  aad 
Sobett  Wright. 

Mr.  Bisn  moTed  to  amend  the  moiioo,  to  as  lo 
iBelude  tbe  report  of  the  eomiaiilee  of  tk«taat 
MBiion  on  ihji  oabjeet. 

This  motioD  was  oppoted,  beeatii*  tbe  testi' 
mon;  laken  last  neKsioD  ma  ex  p^ft^  Gcnem) 
WilkJDtoD  not  baring beeo  beard  in  hir  defence; 
abdaupporied  an  the  ground  of  the  aituiion  made 
fo  that  report  io  tbe  report  of  the  preieai  aeaaioD. 
The  amendment  wai  agreed  to — veu  68,  nave 
32,.afoliowa: 

Ybm— Joaeph  Allen,  Williau  T.  Barrj,  Bnrwall 
Baaaatt.  Wiiliuu  W.  Bibb,  Abnah  Bigelaw,  Daniel 
BlaiiJell,  Jamei  Breekenridge,  Wiiliam  A.  BnrweU, 
William  Butler,  John  Campbell,  John  C.  Chamberlain, 
William  Chamberlin,  EpapbrodHua  Chanpten,  Lang- 
ion  CheTEf,  MaKin  Chittenden,  MatAewClaj,  Jamea 
Codiran,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Joaeph  DeAa,Wffiiam 
El;,  Jamea  Gnett,  John  W.  Eppea,  Meahaek  Frank- 
In,  Barnllai  Gannett,  Barant  Ganteaiar.OMaoii  Oai4- 
sar.Tbranaa  GholMn,  Chariea  Gotdaboiwuh,  PMawaa 
Ooodwyn,  Thnmaa  B.  GoU,  Edwin  Oray,  William 
Hale,  Hathaniel  A.  Haien,  Daniel  HeieMr,  JoaaUkaa 
M.  Hahbard,  Ebeaeaer  Hantiagton,  Riefaaed  Jaekaun, 
>.,  Robert  Jenkini,  William  Kenned;,  Heiman  Knick- 

.    , .  ,-i,Na. 

thaniel  Maeon,  Vincent  Matthews,  Ari:}iibald  McBryde, 
Samuel  McKee,  Pleaiant  M.  Miller,  William  Milnor, 
Samuel  ^  MU(ihUI,Tlu)DUM  Moore,  Jaiemiab  Horroiri 


Archibald  Van  Hot 

Wedtley,  Laben  Wheaton,  Baakiel  WfcdUnaa.J^MM 

Wilecm,  Robert  WitlMcu»«,andIIofawt  Wdgbt 

NiTa— Willi*  Alaton,  jr,  WiUmm  AadaMMi.DB*U 
Bard,  Adam  Boyd,  Robeit  Biwwn.  Joaefdi  Ceftaan, 
Mm  Clapton,  WiUian  Utewlaed,  Jefan  bawaoi,  Wib 
KaH  Findlej,  Jaiaea  HoUand;  Jacob  Hiiftr,Wiba 
Jonee,  John  Loie,  Aaron  Ljla,  Alesaader  McSim, 
William  McKinley,  John  MontganaiT,  NkbolH  1. 
Hoore,  QardoD  -8.  Mnmbid,  Thomaa  NewboU,  Joba 
Rhea  of  TenoeaMe,  Matthiaa  Richarda,  Bavod  Sing- 
gold,  John  Roane,  Enataa  Boot,  John  A.  Scaddo^ 
Ebeneier  Searer,  Adam  Sq'beit,  JoltB  RiaJBa.  Heniy 
Southard,  and  Robert  WhiieUll. 

The  quealioii  on  ibe  i 
to  tranioHl  the  reporn  of  ineiMtaniipeaBai  an- 
lioD  (o  the  Presidm  of  tbe  United  Staaai^  ma 
taken,  and  decided  \a  the  affirmati*e~ytai  76^ 
nafs  42,  as  fullows : 

Yaia— Joaeph  AUw,  William  T.  Bany,  Banrell 
Baaaett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Abuah  Bi^dow,  Daud 
Blaiadell,  Jamaa  Breckenridge,  WiUiam  Botler,  John 
Campbell,  John  C.  Chamberlain,  WBliam  Qlamber- 
tln,  Epaphroditui  Champion,  LaDgdon  Che^ea.  Har- 
lin  Chittenden,  Jamea  Cochran,  John  DaTaaport,  jr., 
JoKph  Desha,  William  Ely,  Jautw  Emott,  Banat 
GnrJenier,  Charlei  Goldaborough,  Thomaa  K.  Gold, 
Edvtio  Ckay,  William  Hale,  NatbanM  A.  Haxa, 
Daniel  Heiatet,  Jonathan  H.  Hnbbard,  EfceiMav 
Huntiugton,  Richard  Jae^n,  jr.,  Bobert  Ja>kui% 
William  Kennedy,  Herman  Knicfcerbacker,  Joeepb 
Lewie  jr.,  Edward  SL  Loe  LiTennorc  Robert  Le  £oj 
LWingaton,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaaid  Maeo^  Vmcent 
MetthewB.  Archibald  McBryde, Samnel  HcIm  Pleaa- 
ant  V-  Miller,  William  Mihior,  Samnel  L.  Mtadull. 
Thomaa  Moore,  Jonathin  O.  Moaeley,  Tlxxnaa  New- 
ton, Joseph  Peanon,  Benjamin  Pieman,  jr.,  Uraolhj 
Pitkin,  jr.,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Bliaha  R.  Patter  Jonah 
QuJncy,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Peonajhaai^ 
lobn  Roaa,  Ebenenr  Sage,  Daniel  OMOay,  Doink 
Smelt,  George  Smith,  Jobn  Smith,  *"-TiTt  Smit^ 
John  Stanley,  Lewit  B.  StB/gea,  Jacob  Bwoeoa,  S^mL 
Taggart,  BeiQamin  Tillmadge,  Vti  Ttan,  Wkbolse 
Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Hera,  KOIiBi  K.  Van  Reiw 
aelaer,  Robert  WeaUey,  I^ban  Wbeaton,  Bxiikl 
Whitman,  James  Wilutn,  Robert  Witbengmn,  aiid 
Robert  WrighL 

Nita— WIHia  Alston,  Jr.,  WiBiam  ADdaMm,  Oa*id 
Baid,  Adam  Boyil,  ttolieit  Brown,  Wflftm  A.  Bar* 
well,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Matdiew  Cby,  Jelm  CfoptoD, 
William  Crsw&rd,  Jobn  Dawaon,  Mn  W.  Bppe^ 
William  Pindley,  Mcahtck  Fiankfia,  Thomaa  Obol- 
-lon.  Petenon  Goodwyn,  James  HoUalld,  Jacob  Hnfty, 
Walter  Jonea,  John  Lore,  Aaian  Lyte,  Alezando' 
MoKim,  Willjaa  MtKnley,  Jahn  Moatgo— y,  Nich- 
oliB  R.  Moore,  Jaiuaiah  Uorraw,  audm  8.  MamAid, 
Thoaui  flawboid,  Jobn  Rhea  of  T  Matthias 

Richuds,  BaBMal  Ringgold,  Joha  Roane,  fieatpa 
Roat,  Joh«  A.  SetHlder,  Bbeneaer  Saaver,  Aden  Saj- 
bart,  Samnel  Shaw,  John  Smilia,  Herur  fsaalhaid. 
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tbe    President  of  the  UnJUii  Sum  with  those 

MOBTAUTY  AT  NEW  0BLBAN8. 

Mr.  NewToN',  from  the  commuiee  appoiatrd  xo 
Inquire  incO  the  caasps  of  Ihe  late  martalriy  of 
the  Army  near  New  Orleana,  made  a  reporl. 

[The  reporl  includeB  maov  documenia,  aod  re- 
fers to  Ibe  opioioD  expreised  in  ibe  rep'irl  oflasi 
year,  cs  uQabaiigtd  by  aoyibtDg  vliiah  bu  since 
«ppp«red.} 

Mr.  NawTOK  said,  as  Iha  Houta  bad  just  dow 
•«ei  B  lawie  parcel  of  documeot*  to  the  FreeideDt 
OD  »  anhj^ci  DM  unaoDDMitd  witb  itiis,  ix moved 
tfail  thl$  report  lake  iha  sBim  eourse. 

Mr.  CaawposB  (a  nmnbet  of  the  commtliee 
orinvmigBiit)[»}o)>poied  ifaisrefereuc*,  and  went 
^^n  i«  Mtiga  reaiiaaiwlif  anofher  eoBiwangbt  to 
be  named. 

Some  conrermtloB  arose  at  Rribe  proper  mode 
of  proevediog  in  this  caee;  bat,  finally,  a  fitoiioo 
of  Mr.  BrPEs  to  postpone  Ihe  lubject  till  to-mot- 
fow  was  carried. 

COMMERCIAL  INTERCODllSE. 
The  HouM  resumed  iha  c<NMid«raiii>a  of  the 
bill  aupiileineotary  to  ihe  act  ooueeroiDg  coin- 
merciai  interoourse,  dc 

Mr.  WitiDHT  tfiihdrew  the  ajotioQ  be  made 
before  the  Huase  adjoattied  yasterdaf,  and  in 
the  place  of  it  mered  to  aAnd  the  bill  so  as  to 
tead  to  ibis  efiect: 

•' PTDTidsd  Great  Britsa  shaltyMiM  biAn  tfaeU 
.^a;  of  T4bnarj,  1811,  ban  so  nrokad  at  modiftad 
liM  edict*.  Ac,  lu  shall  briMB  the  4ih  JalT,  IBll,  hare 
Made  s«ch  aRansaniaala  Kith  Ihe  Uaitad  Btatas  nla- 
the  to  Iha  ■nireiuler  of  iapraned  Anaricaa  Mtniaa. 
.as  aball  have  been  •attabeuij  to  Ike  Pietidepl  of  the 
United  Blates,  and  befbra  that  day  shaU  have  ae  ra- 
Toked,  Ac,  thcD  Ihe  Presidaat  to  iBHia  his  prodama- 
tion,"  &a. 

Mr,  W.  supported  this  motioa  by  obserratiotts 
at  some  leagtn  on  the  propriety  of  ioterdictiag 
intercourse  with  Greaf  Britain  on  general  coo- 
aiderations — on  account  of  ber  conduci  to  the 
United  States.  In  suppoit  of  that  opinion,  he 
quoted  the  resolations  of  Confresi  ia  17B3;  and 
he  !ipoke  on  the  oecvMity  of  observing  wiih  'good 
faith  the  terms  of  the  contract  with  France, 
which  he  conceived  the  profisions  of  the  bill  a« 
going  directly  to  eooiraveoe.  Mr.  W.  dwelt  em- 
pbalically  on  the  hardships  endured  by  our  citi' 
Zens  in  servitude  on  board  of  British  men  of  war, 
and  lamented  (he  apathy  which  appeared  to  pre- 
Tail  in  relation  to  their  lafierioga.  Was  property 
tnore  dear  than  life  or  liberty,  that  il  should  ex- 
cite so  much  higher  an  interest,  and  occupy  aa 
much  more  oflhe  time  of  the  House?  He  then 
quoted  the  retaliatory  law  of  1798  in  relation  to 
the  im  pressmen  I.  4c.,  of  American  seamen  by 
Fre'Dch  resselt;  and  he  recommended,  in  strong 
tertn_^  the  adoption  of  aimilat  taeasures  at  thi* 
day  in  relation  to  England.  He,  also,  took  a 
Wide  scope  of  remark  on  oar  forciga  leUiions 


gheratlr,  aild  mad<  aome  ceumeDia  on  Wit. 
niircT^  speech  of  yeattorday. 

Mr.  OASPBifiER  spoke  at  'length  agatnat  Ihe 
bill,  in  prinehile  and  detail.  He  ecctipied  the 
time  of  the  Home-  aboot  three  hoars,  during 
which  time  there  was  more  than  one  inlerrtii^ 
lion  for  the  want  ofB  qaorum,aihl  by  tnotiotn  to 
adjourn.  He  took  the  ground,  In  its  wideat  lat^ 
tude,  of  the  tranl  of  faith  "towards  Ha  in  France, 
and  a  different  conduct  on  the  part  of  Qreai  Brit- 
ain. He  intimated  that  the  biH  was  in  Act,  if 
not  in  inteniioft,  a  eomplianre  wtih  the  wishes  of 
Bonaparte;  bat,  althongli  so  fkr  emArmabte  to 
bis  policy,  was  yet  not  soch  a  measure  as  would 
satisfy  his  insatiable  ambition,  on  which  he  par- 
ticularly dwell,  or  retrie*e  fVom  bis  grasp  the 
rast  amooDt  of  property  nniler  sequestration  ia 
the  ports  of  France  and  her  dependencies,  &e. 
He  deprecated  the  proetration  of  Oreat  Bmaid, 
as  remoring  the  obstacles  to  unirernl  conquest; 
and.  eren  if  Ibis  measure  could  be  coereiTB, 
which  he  utterly  denierf,  be  was  opposed  toil. 

Kfr.  Holland  replied  to  Mr.  Girdenieb,  and 
sTipported  Mr.  WarasT'e  amendment.  He  waa 
of  opinion  that  the  bill,-  as  it  at  preaeat  stood, 
would  be  a  departnre  from  oUr  eoniraet  with 
Prance,  and  was  not  taking  itfat  high  stand,  ia 
relation  to  Qreat  Britain,  wbAb  cirenmstaneee 
called  foi-.  ■ 

When  MV.  HbLLsNo  eon  eluded,  another  mc5- 
lion  was  made,  by  Mr.  RairnoLPB,  to  adjourn, 
aod  nFEati  red— yeas  31,  nays  72. 

Mr.  Kn I c'SER BACKER  spoke  at  large  on  Ihe  ■ab- 
ject of  Ihe  bill.  He  appeared  to  beareise  to  the 
non-iniereoune  system  throughout,  and  to  depre- 
cate all  restriction  on  commerce.  He  appeared 
more  particntarly  to  dread  iIf  demoralizing  inflo- 
ence,  and  its  pernicious  effects  in  dtsiurbing  the 
order  and  iteady  habits  of  society. 

Mr.  Roee  spoke  also  agninst  the  restrictive  sys- 
tem pneraily,  to  which  it  was  known  be  had  in 
general  been  opposed;  but  When  he  heartf  the 
course  which  had  been  pursued  by  the  gentlemen 
from  New  York  apd  Messaehateiis,  (Messrs. 
QiRDENtEA  and  dot ncT,)  designed  to  criminate 
the  Administration,  he  felt  bound  to  give  hi.i  sup- 
port to  the  bill,  and  to  oppose  the  amendment 
which  went  to  embarrass  its  progress.  Mr.  R. 
made  a  number  of  remarks  in  reotj  to  Mr.  Gah- 
DEHiaR's  observRtlotts  on  the  sDoject  of  French 
usurpation,  dtc,  showine  that  il  had  no  connet- 
idn  with  Ihe  sobjeet  under  discussion. 

Hr.  Rhea  fol lowed  in  supp<»t  6f  Mr.  WnioBT'a 
proposed  amendment,  urging  .the  necessity  of 
taking  a  strong  ground  in  relation  to  Oreet  Sril- 
ain,  wbo-had  sa^iMeeaainglT  shewn  a  dispeallion 
la  4o  iM  ia^ry. '  He  ezpatftted  on  the  aeeeasiqr' 
of  performing  with  go^d  fiiith  our  stipulaiiotta 
with  France,  and  of  aeixtng  the  moineot  which 
appAred  favorable  for  obtaining  the  release  of 
our  citizens,  Ac.  Not  (o  adopt  the  amendment, 
now  it  was  proposed,  wonid  be  a  snrrendflr  of  oAr 
rights  as  lu  the  seamen- 
Mr.  Dawbom  entreated  (hat  gentlemen  would 
permit  theqiiestion  to  be  taken,  that  the  uetcan- 
liJe  taiereat  of  the  country  might  kno^  what  I* 


id  by  Google 


103|i 


mSTQRY  OV  C(»TGBJia3. 


R-ofR. 


Camauroial  ItOereorn'M, 


Ptllditl.'i 


«Z^et.  It  could  Doi  Iw  eipecled  th^t  all  (he 
tpeecbei  [li»(  cuuld  b«  made  would  now  aScct  a 
aiBgla  TDte  io  the  Housr. 

Mr.  Lvox  Bpofce  sgaintt  ibe  ameDdmeat,  iii 
nrrelf  ^noiber  impediment  Io  a  Klilement  of 
differences  wiib  Oieit  Briiaia.  The  blockade  of 
Uay,  1B06,  heBgaio  alJuded  to  as  haTioK  been 
drawn  ioW  ^uestloQio  iocreiEe  ibe  diSicuUiet  in 
the  way  of  a  setilemeni  wiih  Qreai  BriiaJD. 

Mr.  Efpes  opposed  the  amesdmcnt,  lecauie- 
ihe  law  of  iRBt  cession  barely  required  of  both 
BatioDs  s  reToc«tJoD  of  its  edicts  as  ihe  cpnditioD 
ofa  rrnewal  ofcommerciRl  intereoarse;  and  one 
of  (beta  bafias  revoked  its  edicts  and  received 
tha  beoeHt  of  tne  taw,  and  it  not  being  known 
Whetber  ibe  otber  had  or  had  not  revoked  in 
edicts  before  tfae  2d  Pebruary,  he  was  opposed  to 
aDoexing,  as  a  condiiioD  for  tbe  renewal  of  inter-, 
course  with  the  latter,  s  demand  unsimiUr  to 
«Dy  made  of  the  olher,  and  irrelevant  to  the 
question  at  issue.  .As  well  might  the  aflair  of 
iha  Chesapeake,  &<,.  be  jtllacbed  to  it,  or  satis- 
faction  required  of  France  for  burning  ourves- 
aels  oB  the  high  seas,  or  for  sequestering  our 
property  in  her  ports,  as  ■  prerequisite  to  the  per- 
lormaace  of  oni-  cotnptci  with  ber,  as  ibis  propO' 
jiiioo  be  adopted.  The  abject  of  this  bill  was  to 
jemove  doubts  eaisting  in  tbe  minds  of  some  as 
tp  ibe  operation  of  the  law  of  May  last,  and  to 
Teliere  a  part  of  out  owa  citii^eat.  Ii  was  not  to 
impose  Dew  oonditions  to  the  oootract  already 
offered. 

Mr.  Wkiobt  replied  with  considerable  warmth. 
He  was  Dot  for  riolaiing  out  faith  by  imposing 
new  conditions;  but  Great  Britain  had  uiierly 
refused  to  accept  the  proffered  engagement  wiihla 
.the  time  specified;  atid  the  time  was  as  much  so 
.ingredient  in  tbe  proposition  as  the  fact  itself. 
Having  refused  to  accede  to  our  proposition,  It 
.would  be  a  breach  of  our  faith  with  France  now, 
,afler  the  time  bad  elapsed,  if  Great  Britain  was 
permitted  to  come  in  and  resume  intercourse 
with  us  00  a  bare  revocation  of  her  edicts. 

Mr.  Garoehier  again  spoke.  He  urged  to 
.genttemen  on  the  same  side  of  the  House  as  the 
.sentleman  from  Marylaod,  to  rrfleci  whether,  as 
France  bad  required  os  to  cause  Great  Britain  to 
respect  our  rights,  tbe  rejectipo  ifi  this  proposi- 
I.  lion  (for  impresamect  unquestiotiably  injurea  our 
rights)  would  not  be  deemed  a  failure  oa  our  part 
.to  perform  the  conditions  required  by  Napoleon 
«s  prerequisite  Io  the  revocaiion  of  his  decrees. 

The  question  was  taken,  on  Mr.  Wbight's 
amendment,  and  decided  in  the  negative — yeas 
.fil,  nays  83,  as  follows: 

TiA* — WilUan  Andcnou,  Joseph  Oalbonn,  Haitin 
CUll«Bdcn,  John  doptoa,  William  Crawfvnt,  Josaph 
DMha,  BiBHit  OsrdcDleT,  Jas.  HoUsnd,  Jacob  fiuA;, 
Mattbaw  Lyon,  Aleiandcr  MoKim,  Williim  McKia- 
lej,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thos.  Move,  Gunloa  8.  Mum- 
jbvd,  John  Rhsa  of  Tennessee,  Msuhiss  Richards, 
John  Roana,  John  A.  Scuddtr,  Robert  WbitohiU,  and 
Robert  Wright. 


',  Daniel  BUisdell,  James  Brecksnridse,  Rob- 


art  BiowD,  WillUm  A.  Burwall,  WUUui  Bifa., 
Cainpbalt,  William  Chunbarlin,  EpiplmdiiiiCti 
pion,  Langdon  Cfaeves,  Matthew  Clij,  Jug  Ci 
ran,  Bichanl  Untta,  John  DaTsnpoit,  Jan.,  iib  Ii 
■un,  John  W.  Eppea,  Wt>.  PuKfley.  Mfdidlii 
tin,  Bsnilisi  Gannett,  Gideon  Osntner,  TIhci^ 
son,  Cfcarka  OoJdaborODgh,  FatenoB  Gosfan.'! 
R-Oold,  Williun  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Him.la 
Heistar,  Ebenesei  HuDtington,  Ridurd  UAm.^ 
Robert  Jenlims,  Richard  M.  Jobaam,  HiMBb 
William  Kennedy,  Herman  Kntckerbuktr,  ki 
Lewis,  jDn.,  Robert  L«  Roy  LiviDgUoB,  .Avn.r' 
Archibald  McBrjde,  Pleacant  V.  Milla,  WiBcli 
nor,  John  Hontgomery,  Joemiah  Mum*,  Tks 
Newbold,  Tbonuu  Mewton,  John  Nkb^J*; 
Fearaon,  Benjamin  Piekman,  Jan.,  TiboiIt  Fv 
Jan.,  Peter  B.  Portar,  Eliaha  R.  Potiti,  Ua  bi 
FeoDSvlvaDia,  Ssmnel  Kngso'd,  ErsMw  Bm  is 
Rod^  Ebencwr  Sag*,  ^hocBas  BamMSi.  Sm 
SasTer,  Adam  Seybort,  Daniel  ehsSi;,  DsMlh. 
J<^  Suilta,  GoMVB  Bmilh.  Uaan  SMbiJa 
Btsaley,  Janus  StMhenaMi,  Lewis  B.StsqslkM 
Taggart,  John  Thompaon,  Uri  Tncj,  bi^  I 
Troup,  Charlea  Tunier,,jnn,  NicMn  FaJIrli 
KUlian  K.  Van  Benaaelaar,  Roban  V^,  Ua 
Wheaton,  Eiekiel  'Wbitman,  Jamea  ma.'i'^ 
ert  Witherspoon. 

Mr.  Stoboeb  then  moved  (at  Mt'uti)u 
adjournment.  He  believed,  ifsm^niai 
took  place  Ihia  erening,  the  htllwooUiUKlt 
layed  to-morrow,  otherwise  than  br  («Wf^ 
tion  of  amendmeats.     Motion  loji-flnl 

Mr.  MuHPOBD. — I  rteret  that  itieqini>^,« 
taken,  to  redeem  our  fenow-eilizeDsHdiiiM^ 
tige  on  board  the  floailng  dvDgeooi  ol'  i  ^ 
Power  did  not  prevail.  It  canDot  beiiv" 
eoBtemplation  to  abaDdou  Ibe  hoMsiutirft' 
country:  But,  since  the  osjority  fi*"  ^ 
otherwise,  with  all  due  defereos*  I  i^*-^ 
will  now  proceed,  8nd  H<k  Ibe  iadal^w"'^ 
Hoa«,  at  thin  late  hour  of  the  night, wkitw 
a  brief  review  of  some  of  the  objertiiiw™ 
fell  from  my  eoUeagae  (Mt.  Oiboswe")"* 
commercial  relations;  atid  as  I  see  Wi" " '? 
seat,  I  bope  be  will  correct  me  in  cim';''" 
misquote  his observalions.  TheOTljqii«">-'- 
my  opinion,  is  not  now  who  bfe»"  ^ """.'* 
aggressions  on  our  commerce;  bniM""*''"' 
Aniericana,  whether  we  ought  W  po'  ""'^ 
ooofideoce  in  tbe  proposed  arrailgeni"il»"r: 
of  the  belligerents,  as  we  diJ  iflltie.rriJir»* 
inade  with  the  other.  We  have  piimeJ"'"' 
out  to  the  people,  in  the  course  of 'fe'^ 
more  than  thirly  thousand  copies  of  "P  iJ 
and  we  have  convinced  them  tli"«"''j:. 
best  of  the  argutnent.  though  we  ^*''f'2l- 
vinced  them  tlial  we'hare  defeodfJ  ^.\,l 
and  the  belligerents stiilperserereiDW'jij 
offeeliog  power  and  forgeitiogrijH,^ 
now  arrived  at  a  momentous  cris.sioo«^"'«; 
relations;  and  great  would  be  ^I^^Zo-if 
bear  that  Great  Britain  had  revutrf  '""^u. 
in  Council.  But,  let  tls  look  back,  i^i  ^„ 
prospect  there  is  of  such  an  e"!",- . '°  r^J 
expected  much  from  the  Foi  »J™"""!?iiil- 
we  were  met  with  an  Order  of  ^""^'rZ^ 
ing  one  thousand  miles  of  coaJif"'""'  i 
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Braat,  ud  Lbni  «huitiDg  yon  oat  of  tin  most  )a- 
crativ«  iTeiniei  of  ronr  coonieTce  with  one 
stroke  of  the  pen,  una  no  Mtail  force  of  ioresl- 
meai  to  make  an  eflectual  blookBd«>  Some  gtn- 
tleaien  indulge  a  bope  from  tbe  Regeiiey,  aad  I 
confesa  I  did  myself— but  I  am  oow  coavineed 
thai  we  bare  notblog  very  favoMbla  to  expect 
from  them.  It  wi41  be  a  ebaoge  of  men,  in  my 
opinioo,  bot  Dot  a  chaage  of  principle ;  ibey  will 
DOL  vary  io  tbelr  moaopoliziiuc  lyitem.  Have 
g«BtlemeD  -forsoiIeD  the  Qten*ille  admioittrailoa 
— and  hewillTiliely  be  ibe  Prioee's  Premier— is 
not  thtt  memorable  Jay  Treaty  wilbin  tbe  teeol- 
leetioD.of.  ike  members  of  tbii'Houit,  extending' 
articles  10  be  denomJiMiled  ooQirabaad  of  war,  lo 
your  flour  and  Mlied  proriiioaa  and  fUfa  1  aad  w« 
-w«re  forced  iolo  Great  Britain  under  ibe  con- 
BtrueiioA  of  ibat  treaiy  wiib  oar  carj^oeii  of  pro- 
visions, and  compelled  to  take  an  arbitrary  price 
of  tea  per  cent,  profit,  fixed  by  the  rotxiroum  of 
Briiiah  merchaou  ai  the  nod  of  PiiL  nbile  those 
who  cacaped  tbe  British  fanf[s,  and  arrived  safe 
in  France,  obtained  more  than  one  hODiired  per 
ceat.  profit  for  the  very  same  kind  of  aTticles. 

Mr.  Laboacbere,  a*  i  hare  seen  ia  the  papeni, 
was  aent  over  lo  Qreat  Britain  from  Kins  Lonii^ 
of  HoUaiid,a«  a  confidential  agent,  lomak«orer- 
turea,  Itiai,  in  caae  eeriaia  erenti  lakiag  place,  to 
be  agreed  upon  by  ibe-reapeeiira  panic*,  HoUand 
abomd  be  taken  aader  Ibe  immediaie  protection 
of  Great  Britain.  But,  after  many  fruiileas  ria- 
ita  and  note*,  dtc,  between  bjm  and  the  Marqnis 
Wellealey,  (much  tii  the  aaifia  manner  at  be 
amuses  Mr.  Pinkney,)  be  reiarned  lo  Hollaod 
without  accomplishing  any  aptcifio  object ;  add, 
notwiibstaodiag  the  magniiade  of  tbe  trade  of 
Holland  was  so  great,  yet  it  would  not  do  lo  ac- 
cede to  Mr.  Labouchere'*  proposals,  as  it  would 
interfere  with  the  system  of  the  paper  blockades. 
Sir,  we  bare  itfrom  high  authority,  that  a  French 
Court  of  Prizes,  and  a  British  Cowrt  of  Admiialr 
ty  are  as  much  alike,  at  one  egg  is  ilka  another. 
I  have  jnst  received  an  eilraci  froca  a  London 

Eper,  dated  December  14, 1810, aad  eoofirmed by 
lers  frooi  that  city,  aa  follow* :  "  The  case  of 
'  ihf  Pox,  in  our  Courts  of  Adrairatt*,  ba*  been 
'  agaio  poaiponed  ;  but  that  of  the  Sioih,  which 
'  was  destined  from  New  York  to^Sl.  Sebaatiaa's, 
'  was  deteimincd  yesterday  morninf^  after  a  short 
'  heariog.  It  was  decided  on  tbe  principle  of  the 
'  ^tp  of  blockade,  at  declared  in  our  Orders  of 
'  CoUDcil,  that  Ibis  Tcwel  was  lawful  prize  to  the 
'  capiors,  and  she  was  cpndemned  accordingly." 
I  will  now  inform  tbe  House,  on  my  own  respon- 
sibility, that  [  saw  Ibis  vessel  loading  io  the  port 
of  New  York  with  a  cargo  of  colion  of  different 
kinds,  and  soma  logwood, and  thai  I  saw  ihedoc- 
umeuis,  and  of  my  own  kaowledge,  cao  state, 
(hat  tbe  restel  and  cargo  were  truly  and  bona  fide 
American  property,  and  sailed  from  New  York 
Tor  8l  Sebastian's  after  ibe  receipt  of  tbe  Dujte 
of  Cadore's  leiier  of  5ih  AHgant,  taken  aad  sent 
iaio  Bagland  in  the  inoath  of  November  litt,  and 
now  condemned.  Here,  sir,  i«  the  practical  in- 
terpreiaiioD  of  the  Britisb  eabinet  in  relaitoa  to 
their  Orders  in  Cooacil ;  il  ta  worth  mora  than 


all  and  any  other  meant  yoa  can  employ,  to  ob- 
tain correct  data  on  which  We  can  form  a  correot 
optaion,  it  being  a  plain  raatt.er  of  fact.  The  olib 
Itserdemato  is  stillgoiogon.  Sir  William  SeotI' 
beloogt  to  the  Privy  Council, Marquis  Wellettey- 
alto.  Who  aao  say,  that  there  is  not  an  uodet- 
Btaoding  betweea.iliem  7  I  am  wire  I  cannot— 
Bill,  may  we  cot  pretome  that  it  has  a  squinting 
that  way,  especially  when  we  peruse  the  corra*- 
BDoadeBce  lo  Mr.  Piokney,  aodobterve  that  whil*- 
the  Marquis  Wellesley  is  amusing  him,  Sir  Wil- 
liam Sooil  ia  condemning  real  bma  fdt  Ameii- 
caii  property. 

.  My  coUeagne  told  you  that,  of  the  articles  of 
that  part  of  the  country  you  came  from,  and  iba 
articles  of  the  growiU  of  the  Stale  of  New  Yoik, 
ninety-nine  hundredths  find  a  British  market.  I 
will  insure  my  colleague  that  if  he  wiilperaeveie 
in  those  markets  under  the  pretent  tiai^  of  ihiDn, 
il  will  terminate  in  tbe  niter  ruin  of  him  woo 
shall  eoniinue  in  that  market,  aad  shall  do  no 
other  busioets  but  confine  himself  exclusively  lo 
a  British  market.  He  said  ibat  Great  Britain  ar- 
rests your  vessels  and  taVea  them  from  the  Em- 
peror  of  France.  Very  true,  sir;  but  she  takea 
good  care  to  appropriate  tbe  vessels  and  cargoaa 
to  her  own  ose.  Of  what  contequenee  it  it  lo  aa 
American  to  be  told  tbai  this  one  or  that  one  rab- 
bed-biro  ihe  most?-  It  makes  no  difference  to  him; 
he  knoW!,  however,  that  he  has  lost  bia  proper^ 
between  them.  My  colleague  seemed  (o  argue  aa 
ihough  this  bill  'was  a  non-intercourse  altogether 
with  England.  No  such  thing.  He  may  export 
to  ibat  country  when  and  where  be. pleases  io  bee 
dominions,  but  caooot  import  fromtlvem;  but  I 
will  assure  him  that  he  snail  be  met  wilh  tuch 
heavy  impositioni  and  retirictioos,  that  he  will 
very  loon  regret  that  be.  had  undertaken  to  send 
the  produce  of  his  country  to  a  Brititfa  marketat 
Ihe  present  time.  It  ii  very  true,  we  can  aeod 
our  flour  to  Lisbon  and  Cadiz  lo  a  good  market, 
but  will  thai  genllemaa,  or  any  other,  underlako 
10  sav  that  a  market  for  the  produce  of  his  coua- 
Iry  anall  depend  upon   the  preearioua  issue  of  a 


Bmperor,  on  the  markets  of  iLisbon  and  Cadiz} 
Could  we  Iben  go  there,  if  we  do  not  comply 
with  the  eonlraet  of  onr  own  law  of  May  lal, 

When  I  hear  of  French  privateers  taking  yonr 
vessels  near  your  own  shores;  a  Briiiah  schooner 
firing  iotu  one  of  your  reiiular  packet  eoattera 
from  New  York  to  Charleston,  escaped  only  by 
superior  lailiog.  and  the  tame  schooner,  off 
Cbaileston  light-houie,  forcibly  enter  one  of  youi 
innoeent  trading  vessels,  and  peiempiorily  de- 
mand a  citizen  of  our  coitatry,  who  had  a  regular 
ErotectioQ  from  the  collector  of  Boston  ;  and,  on 
iing  anked,  why  the  man  was  detained  1  the  an- 
awer  wat,  "  We  want  men,  and  wo  will  have 
tbem  :"— Is  it  possible  that  such  nutrageous  eoa- 
dnet  can  be  called  an  afbirl  I  do  hope  we  shall 
soon  make  use  of  more  energetic  and  airoager  ar- 
gnnienia  than  we  hare  heieiofote  done,  m  order 
to  prMCei  tb«  libeity  of  the  alizen  in  hia  p^raoa 
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•od  in  ht«  jfroprTlp  ;  am),  irktn  io  a 
bring  Torwird  ■  taoiion  to  thai  rffMt. 

Mr.  BL«iaDeLL  neii  took  ihe  floor,  he  weui 
into  •  haKihy  examioalioa  of  ib«  prfwat  Sod 
IwM  itaie  of  our  foreign  relMioa*.  arraiKninic  the 
nifatom  of  the  AdmiDisiratioD  f<)r  MTerHl  yean 
-pni,  and  depreeaiiog  ibe  paMag'  of  the  prfsMii 
Bill,  as  m«T«lr  «  coBiiDoaUon  of  ihe  arstnn  of  the 
pad  Bre  y»ri.  Wheo  hr  bad  been  tpnkingbalf 
an  hour,  or  thermboats,  ii  wai  di^coTered  ilni  ■ 
quorum  of  the  Hsusa  wa«  not  ptmeni,  M»rai 
Dtrmbert  baving  at  once  withdrawu   from  the 

A  moiioD  waa  tbea  made  by  Mr.  WaiiiaT,  (at 
quarter  paal  elerea,)  to  adjourn,  aod  decided  in 
the  negatttc — yeaa  10,  oaya  65,  a*  follows: 

-  Yui— JcMBph  Alien,  Daniel  Btiiadell,  WiJliam 
'Hita,  Babert  Le  Rot  LHingaton,  Bei^*mh]  Keknin, 

lanior,  Tinbthj  PitUn,  Junior,  John  Rom,  KillSan  K. 

Van  ReDndiar.LabanWbeUan,  and  Robert  Wright. 
■  Nita— Lennel  J.  AMoo,  WiUia  AhiM,  jna.,  Wil- 
<Ua»  AwhrMn,  Ih*id  B>i4,  Borwdl  BMaett,  WUIiaa 

-  W.  Bthb.  BobCTi  Bivwn,  WiHioB  A.  Bnn>^  WaUam 
BbOm,  Joaaph  CalboMB,  Langdan  Cbaraa,  Mallkw 
Claj,  Jamet  Cuebraa,  WiUiau    Crawfard,  Bichaid 


Batt,  Oidoon  Ganln*r,  TbouM  Gboliwi,  PaUiaoo 
Ooodwjn,  lamea  Hulland,  Jacob  HuAj,  Ebanexar 
Bun^DgtMl,  Richard  M.  Jobiwoli,  Tbomaa  KenaDj 
William  Eennedj,  Aaron  Ljle,  Alexander  McEim, 
William  MeKiDler,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  John  Monl- 

Kmeiy,  Hichola*  a.  Moore,  Tbsma*  Moore,  Jeremiah 
nrow,  Gnrdon  8.  Mnmford,  Thomai  NewboliI,  Tlio- 
tBu  Newton,  John  Nicholaon,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John 
Bea  ot  Pennifhania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennenee,  Mal- 
tliba  Rieharda,  Saunel  RlnRfOld,  John  Roane,  Braatna 
Root,  EbaneuT  Bag*,  Tb^aa  SannoBs,  Ebenem 
■■■Tar,  Saniae)  8b«w,  Dannia  Saiall,  John  Batilia, 
Oaoiga  Snnth>  Heoij  Sontbard,  John  Tboaipaon,  Dh 
TncT,  OeoTga  H.  Tionp,  Cbailei  Tnraer,  jr.  o-*^^ 
Weahlav,  Bobart  WUlehUI,  EakM  Whitn 
Bobeit  WithanpoOB. 

Mr.  Blaibdbll  proeeedad  in  hia  apeeeb. 

It  afterwards  appeared   that  ihare  waa  not 
qaorDm.    Several  membeta  baring  withdrawn, 
a  moiion  to  adjourn  waa  made  witbont  effect 
tigtit  only  voiiflg  for  it. 

A  qaoTUOt  appeared,  and  Mr.  BLAieoBLi.  again 
proceeded  in  hit  biatorieal  review  of  ihaerenli 
of  the  JBii  year,  and  anaiyais  of  ihe  docuraeaii 
laapeeling  our  foreign  relalioas,  rreaented  to  Con- 
vrM  at  the  pment  aeMioa.  Tlia  following  arc 
hi*  retnarka  aaiirc: 

Hr,  Blmspilu — Mr.  Bpeaker ;  Nothing  would 
ioducB  ma  to  addreas  you  at  ihia  late  hour,  while 
there  ia  to  great  a  commotion  in,  and  to  many 
token*  of  impalienea  manifeatad  by,  ibe  Houxe, 
btit  a  lensa  at  dniy,  and  a  deaire  to  lend  my  feeble 
aid,  in  arresting  ifae  progrea  of  a  measure  Which, 
in  my  opinion,  invulm  a  qnaaijcm  of  no  le»«  im- 

CitBDce  (ban  whether  w«  are  prepared,  aflei 
>ing  been  insulted,  robbed,  and  deceiTed,  by 
Ibe  French  Emparor,  to  fallow  the  fatal  esample 
-  of  the  petty  serrlle  States  of  Burope,  and  throw 
'.ihi*  people  into  tba  embrace*  of  thai  monster,  ai 
wkofe  perfidy  and  cof  laptiot  Locifar  bliMbei  aod 


1  WhltmaB,  and 


HellhselfataDdaaalonlsbad.  IT  I  aai 
amendment  of  (be  honorable  yMiilcfBaa  fraa 
Virginia,  its  principle  object  ii  to  rcMcw  the  boo- 
intereouiae  of  1009,  so  far  as  it  reapccta  Omi 
Briain,  wbicb  was  prFriously  atteaiptcd  to  he 
re*iv«d  by  the  prvolamation  of  ih«  Pr^wJentof 
the  arcond  of  November  last.  1  ahoaU  have  sap- 
posed  that,  raihcf  than  have  made  ao  gbtiaga 
confesaioB  that  thai  Eltata  paper  h*4  raintaied 
fact,  the  scnilemaB  would  liaTe  beea  disaaaded 
from  his  darling  object,  the  non-intrreotrne.  Bat 
it  seenia  thai  whoa  it  eomea  in  cofopeiiikM  with 
the  Tiewi  nf  Napolaoo,  the  TMveiiy  of  the  Frw- 
dent  mini  ba  aaerifked.  Bat,  air,  eonviaecd  as  I 
am,  that  oar  paper  war,  wbicb  baa  been  apflied 
to  all  purposea,  even  to  calling  oat  tfae-atwy. 
raiding  the  militia,  presaing  Ihe  boraea,  Ac,  and 
■ending  (hem  on  bd  expedition  the  distance  of 
fire  hundred  miles^  nrith  expr#se  ontera  not  to 
Qght,  has  damned  the  cbaraeier  of  ibia  Gorrra- 
meot,  broken  dowa  the  spirit  of  the  nation,  em- 
baria*Md  our  eiiiMas,  and  emptied  the  taie  arer- 
flowing  Tnaiury,  so  aa  to  render  tba  reaort  to 
borrowing  necessary ;  I  caanot  but  hope  rial  the 
amendment  on  your  taUe  will  be  rcjetiad  to  gire 
plaea  toan  ameDdment  aSvni  some  day*  ago  by 
an  hoaorable  geoiieman  from  New  Totk,  (Hr. 
Enott,)  when  tbi*  bill  wa*  aader  diaewBion  ia 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Sir,  if  I  nnderaiand  that  aaaendmettt,  it  went 
to  stnpend  the  whole  reairicliTe  systetB,  eicepl 
the  third  aection  of  the  law  of  May  last,  which 
tare*  Sue*  and  forfetiores  ineerred  aodcr  oar  n- 
riona  restrictiona.  This  ametidnent,  l«  be  sate, 
cbaogta  the  position  reeummendcd  by  the  Rzee- 
utire,  but  not  mnch  more  [ban  the  bill,  with  ibe 
additioa  of  theameodmeot  sow  onder  coaaideni- 
tion.  Although  it  becomea  tbi*  House  to  pay 
due  deference  to  BxecntivareeommendaiioB^re^ 
if  there  are  good  reasons  for  a  depanuretrocB  sBfA 
reeoinmeadBtioB^,  it  equaUy  becomes  ibc  meia* 
bers  of  ibis  Hoa*e,o«t  of  a  regard  totheconeei- 
neas  of  their  own  proceedings,  to  make  sach  a  de- 
partare  eorrespoirt  with  the  reaaons  which  pro- 
duced ii.  The  position  rceomraended  by  the  Ki- 
centire  made  it*  first  appearance  in  a  abort  pata- 
grapfa  in  ihe  President's  Message,  reeoaaneading 
such  a  modilcalion  of  the  law  of  May  last,  w 
would  remore  all  doubt*  a*  to  ita  expoaiiion  and 
execution ;  for  the  detail*  of  such  modiication 
we  are  referred  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  In  thia  report  we  find  Bprtynt 
recommeniicd  to  enforce  the  non-ima«r(aiion 
against  £ngUah  merchandiae  of  erery  rad  and 
from  every  conniry.  In  tba  first  plaea,  by  mak- 
ing the  proolamalian  of  the  Prendeat,  declaring 
that  the  li'reacb  edicts  bad  ceased  to  riolaie  ont 
n*u(ral  commerce  on  the  Srat  day  of  NoreiabM' 
last,  (he  ooly  eridence  of  that  faefj  and  in  the 
second  place,  by  autkorisiDg  the  officcta  of  the 
Army  and  Nnvy  lo  enter  ship*,  dwelling-houM*, 
*Iore*,  or  any  other  place,  to  aeareb  for  and  sciie 
■aefcbandise  iDipected  of  being  imported  e«a- 
trary  ti;  law,  and  makJog  a  donation  of  the  boon 
■o  aeiied  to  the  wretch  who  shoald  ba  hardy 
of  all  M      
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Co  r«b  bia  nalfhbor;  tad  in  tbe  third  place,  bjt 
declaring  M  mneboitdts*  lo  seiMd  in  thaNortti- 
«rn  aeeiiOD  of  ibe  Union,  e^oining  ibe  Briiiih 
pravjncvi,  lo  be  forfeiled,  anlcw  bf  m  ^IpaMn 
inTeraion  of  ibe  lole  of  evidence  is-  •!!  other 
cH»V!i,  BDd  ereo  in  thii  cue,  nifopied  in  ail  oiber 
BsctioDs  of  tbfl  Umoa.  be  in  able  to  prove  tbat  ibe 
merchandiK  was  le^lly  importeil  aod  the  dntiei 
paid — with  nanr  otbcr  proTiston,  all  of  which 
bare  been  laid  before  tbii  Hooss,  in  ibe  firtt  bit) 
oa  the  tubjecl  reported  br  the  Commiiteeof  For- 
eign Re(aiion«,  tbe  detaiiii  of  wbieb  ars  too  well 
recolleoied  itf  need  polotiBg  out,  or  to  b«  Bofiinad 
to  meet  a  pnUic  invNtigatioD  ii  ibii  lime. 

Bat,  lir  with  all  due  defemce  lo  the  big4i 
Utinisterial  officer  who  reflaromended  iha  project,, 
anil  likewise  to  iha  lioBerableeaininitteewho  r»- 
poried  fbe  bill,  I  maf  be  allowed  to  na^  it  thi 
complimeat  of  sayiDC  tbat,  in  mf  opinion,  pre- 
Tiau>  to  the  reini  of  ihat  ijrrant,  who,  by  ■  nailj- 
uiry  forte,  aided  bjr  project*  of  this  kind,  bM  de- 
stroyed tbe  Mnetuary  of  juaiiee,  and  ha«  spread 
pjlla^,  detamcherf ,  lobberr,  aii<t  death,  throni^- 
out  Ibe  ffreater  part  of  Kttrope;  laeh  a  bill 
Ibat  would  haTo  been  Bcouied  from  thi*  Hall — 
the  production  of  a  ntadaan.  BtK  on  reeeiring 
tbe  MvUage  of  the  Prendcai,  eoTerinir  the  letter* 
of  Mr.  Rnieell,  tbeAmeTioaaCbargt  desAffairM 
at  Paris,  Maiii^  that  AmeriGaa>  vesaeli,  loaded 
with  bOfta^da  pcf>pertr  of  Aaariaan  citieenn,  had 
bMD  seized  and  lequeiteTed  in  the  ports  of  Pra ace, 
under  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decreet,  aa  late  ai  tbe 
9ttt  of  Deeeotber,  donbu  laamed  to  arise  in  Ihii 
HoDse,  wheifaer  ibe'deerees  had  eeaMd  to  operate 
on  tbe  firit  of  Notembev,  a*  ibe  President  bad 
deeUrvd.  And  the  bill  war  seat  back  io<he  com- 
raiitee,  for  the  porpose,  at  I  nodenloed,  of  bring- 
ing in  a  bill  to  tntpend  tba  opentiou  of  tbe  law 
of  HaylaM,  natil  we  thould  hut  from  Pranee, 
whether  tbe  Emperor  had  dieavowed  those  seis- 
Dres,and  whethfer  tbedecreeehadMtnllfeeued 
to  operau  on  the  firtt  of  Morember.  And  I  did 
understand  the  booorabU  obairMan  of  the  eom- 
nittee,  and  tereral  other  gemtenen  oa  ihre  other 
tide  of  the  Home,  to  nj  ob  that  oeoatioa,  tbat 
\lj  after  we  had  mw  arrivala  from  Pranne,  (bat 
did  not  prove  lo  be-  the  cote,  ther  thontd  be  at 
ready  as  any  icntlemao  to  repeal  tfiawhole  eode 
of  reiiricliTe  laws  DniU  tbe  Emperor  thoold  learn 
to  reipeet  oar  rigki*.  l^hat  eridence  bare  we- 
had  since  to  ftre  us  a  more(b«orableprotpeet,  ■« 
it  respeeit  tbe  rerocation  of  the  decreet?  Not  a 
trilabte.  Bni,  on  the  other'  hand,  we  bare  eon- 
clusire  etideoee  that  ibef  were  noi  so  tsroked 
that  ibeiT  operation  ceated  on  that  day. 

If  it  be  otked  where  ibti  eridenee  appears,  the 
answer  it  readjf.  Id  the  first  place,  b;  tbe  teller 
of  ths  Orand  Judge,  the  Duke  of  MaMa,  id  the 
President  of  tbe  Council  of  PriaaB.  as  nlao  by  ibe 
letter  of  tbe  Miaiiter  of  Pinnnce  to  the  Director 
Oeaeral  of  the  Customs,  both  dated  the  25ih  of 
December,  fifteen  days  after  tbe  mtnly  temoa- 
nranee  vi  Mr.  Ramell,  ia  Ibe  ease  of  the  Orleans 
racket;  in  which  remonstraaee  he  statet  tbe 
ouingeoDs  etindoet  of  tbe  cnaiom- house  offioert, 
and  ic^ein  a  pnnpi  -and  tfetAf  ditarDWal  of 


the  leisam,  and  thai  (he  property  be agaia  placed 
in  [be  haadt  of  the  owaers.  Bdt,  ■irj'it  ibere 
anything  in  these  two  letters  which  looks  like  a 
disavowal  of  Ibe  a^istire  in  express  violatioo  of 
the  promise  oftbv  Duke  of  Cidore?  No,  sir,  al- 
though these  letters  were  wriilen  fifteen  days 
afier  tbe  remonMrance  of  Mr.  Rascell.  lostead 
of  this  ibey  boih.  agree  that  ifie  decrees  did  not 
oease  to  operate  on  the  Gr«(  of  November,  but  that 
the  prepeny  taken  wiib  the  Orleans  Packet, 
and  all  the  properly  which  should  be  leized  be- 
tween tbe  first  of  November  and  (b«  second  of 
February,  must  remain  in  depot  to  wail  (be  plea- 
•are  of  ihe  Emperor,  on  our  cautiog  our  ttghta 
to  be  respected  oy  Eo^tlaad. 

But  how,  Mr.  Speaker,  are  we  to  cause  our 
tights  to  be  raapeeied  T  Is  it  by  merely  reviviog 
ibc  law  of  May  lost,  a*  is  tbe  object  of  ibis  amend-  - 
nvnt?.  Oertainly  this  is.  nof  their  meaDJog}  foi 
both  thete  letters  have  referaoea  to  that  law,  as 
well  as  the  proelamalion  of  tbe  President  giving 
it  effect,  and  to  iba  eircolar  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treaanvy,  addressed  lo  the  euUeeiors  of  the 
several  porit,  enioioing  a  itrict  execution  of  ihat 
law.  No,  tir,  this  isootwhat  is  to  be  done,  which 
will  satisfy  the  Bmperor.  Kc  who  flatters  bim- 
telf  that  this  will  be  sufficient,  shuu  bis  eye* 
against  official  erideooe  to  ihe  contrary ;  at  well 
In  (he  above  reeited  lettete,  written  with  a  perfect 
kaowled)te  of  the  perforaiaDCB  on  our  part,  tod 
ihe  promise  of  a  performance  on  lb«  part  <i[ 
Fraitcc  oa  the  first  day  of  Navenbvr,  as  in  tbe 
teiter  of  ib«  Preach  Uinitier  io  the  United  Stales 
on  the  12ih  of  Deceinber,  in  which  we  are  told 
that  the  Pfeaah'  rettriciioas  oo  oor  eommtreearo 
not  to  ceao^  but  oaLy  on  the  retult  of  firm  and 
ettargviio  measures  to  be  adopted  and  poreevered 
in  by  the  two  OovenHDonts  agasosi  the  eommoa    . 

Bui  shall  I  be  tdd  UMritheleUersof  the  Oraad 
Jiidgfe  and  Mitnsier  of  Pinaaee  promised  ibat  the 
propeny  takea  from  our  ciiizeas  sinoe  lit  of  No- 
v«mbet  thould  be  restored,  if  wa  came  the  law  lo 
be  carried  into  effect  after  the  Sd  day  of  Pebraa- 
ry,and  ihetcfora  we  were  to  believe  it  and  ought 
to  wait  until  wa  hear  whether  that  has  been  the 
case.  Por  tbe  hmor  of  oijr  Ooverameai,  I  hope 
noti  Is  it  really  come  to  ibw,  that  we  are  brougu 
lo  acknowledfp  that  tbe  Duke  of  CtKlore  was  cor- 
rect when  he  idd  Geoeial  Arrasirang  that  Hi* 
MaJBsty  could  plaee  no  reliaoceoa  the  Acnerioaa 
Oovernmenti  No,  air,  if  this  be  true,  for  hea- 
veo's  MkeletasnoiexpreKiit.  But  what  it  ihb 
amendment  which  re-eoaets  the  law  of  Hay  laal, 
aad  such  piiiful  reosoaing  as  1  have  heard  onthir 
oecastoi^  but  plaeing  our  teat  lo  that  infamoua 
intinuatioDl  The  Pre*idcni,aa  tbemereipraeaito 
of  tbe  Minbier  of  the  Bmperor,  tint  the  iBerlia 
aad  Milan  decraec  ahoald  ecase  lo  operate  oa  the 
first  dayuf  November,  plaeed  full  Uiib  and  reli- 
aacB  on  that  promise,  tod  ittded  bis  proclanalioB 
OB  iha  8d,  pfcstnoing  tbe  promise  bad  been  ful- 
filled—and, shall  we  aay  that  tba  Empcrof  is  ji]*t< 
ifiaUe  in  ditbeHermg  the  law  of  May  laai.  sol- 
emnly enacted  by  the  three  branohet  of  tbe  Ouv- 
itcotaaiKikt  PiuideBt'a  fMOclamaiioa,  toge- 
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thtt  wiA  ifi«  CirenUf  of  lbs  Brtrtimrf  of  tb* 
TrFasurf,  enjoining  tha  l«w  to  be  e«rrt«4  into 
effect  1 

I  hope,  sot,  for  if  we  ire  become  M  pitifbllf 
•ervile  is  this,  well  mizht  C*dore.  in  hiil«iteror 
February  14th.  1810,  tell  Qeaeral  ArmairoDf  ibai 
the  Amerieto)  were  without  jatt  poliiicil  viewi, 
without  honor,  wad  ma  ibdepetMCDor.  And  If 
we,  bf  adoiiting  this  ameDdment,  eoadeieend 
juslKf  the  Emperor,  io  bia  inialt  upon  the  itlight- 
ed  failh  of  our  O'veiomeDi,  in  mjr  optnien  we 
■hall  furnish  th«  American  ptople  and  the  world 
with  juitgronnd  to  My  Anten  to  the  dedsration 
of  Ciidore  in  Ibai  reapect.  Will  toy  feoileRMa 
■lill  My,  that  the  decreei  ceased  to  operate  on  Ibe 
firat  or  NoTember,  stnea  we  hnra  had  offirlal  ia- 
formation  from  the  Preneb   OorerDmeni  itself, 

'  tbat  our  *eM#lB  ire  to  be  aciied  under  these  de- 
crees nntil  ibe  necoiid  of  February*!  I  trust  not. 
Thoae^geoilemen  who  support  Ihi*  ameBdnienl, 
ought  to  recotlecl  that  the  sections,  which  go  to 
re  enact  the  law  of  May  last,  coDiain  a  conres- 
*>OD,  that  thai  Inw  it  not  now  to  operatioa;  for 
if  the  decrees  did  actually  cease  to  operate  on  Ibe 
firit  of  Noiember,  no  ooe  doabts  but  the  law  is 
now  in  full  force,  without  the  proTiiions  of  thh 
bill.  When  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  com- 
ID iUee  first  offered  his  amendment,  a  miiuadei^ 
atandiDg  leemed  to  take  place  between  him  aad 
two  seoilemen  on  the  oppottieside  of  (be  House, 
fiz.iAeKeBllemaR  from  Mary  land  (Mr.  Wiioht,^ 
and  the  gentleman  from  Teob«a«ee,  (Mr.  RhI4.) 
wbich  vndoubtedly  happened  in  ihi*  way.  White 
the  honorable  chairman  well  knew  ibal  the  d»- 
erees  did  not  eeaae  on  the  first  of  Norerober; 
therefore  to  keep  aliTe  t^e  ipirit  of  the  law  of 
May,  wbich  gare  England  three  mootht  after 
they  did  eeaxe,  it  became  neceMary  lo  lao^hen 
the  lime  far  her  to  reroke;  and  the  other  two 
■eotlemen,a>it  woold  seem,  really  supposed,  that, 

'  beeaose  Mr.Pinkney  had  said  that  Cad ore'a  letter 
was  precision  itself,  Ehesfl  decree*  really  did  eeaie 
to  operate  agreeable  to  that  promise;  although 
we  nave  the  official  iaformaiiDn  from  Mr.  Ru«- 
aell  on  ont  tables,  that  ihe  Orleaoi  Packet  was 
the  Brat  CBM  tbat  had  happened  a^er  the  first  of 
November,  to  which  Ihe  Berlin  and  Miliio  de- 
crees eouM  htTe  been  applied,  and  that  they  were 
applied  in  that  case,  and  thsi  several  late  ardrals, 
which  \eh  France  from  Iweaty  to  tweaiy-flre 
days  afterwards,  bring  no  information  from  him 
ibat  a  change  had  taken  place,  and  had  that  been 
Ibe  case,  he  would  eeriaialy  hare  eommuoiBated 
information  to  the  Oovernmeoi  before  the  rising 
ofCongreu.  On  the  eon  Iran-,  these  arrivals  con- 
firm what  be  bad  stated,  ana  say,  that  every  ves- 
•el  arriTing  in  Prince  ahares  ihe  same  fate.  Mr. 
Speaker,  unlit  I  heard  Ibose  two  gentlemen  I  did 
•aopose  that  no  man  of  eomoon  sanaeeoula  have 
beheved  a  position,  ia  such  direct  opposition  to 
evidence.  Aodfrom  theopioion  which  1  haveof 
tbe  ditoernment  of  tbe  geoilaman  from  Tenne»- 
see,  I  think  I  mnsi  have  misoodersiood  bim,  while 
peroapi  it  may  be  improper  to  ioclude  the  other 
gentleman  in  the  •npmaition. 
8ir,laitdoai  iroaUatka  Hotmawiih  aay  (^ 


•ervaliont  of  nine,  nor  ia  it  nav  iateUton,  ai  this 
lime,  10  enmine  and  expoae  all  tbe  wiDding  aad 
nanagetn em  which  has  be«n  prmeiiaed,  to  bria{ 
about  avcJi  a  uaia  of  tfain|;«  aa  i«  render  plana- 
fale  ihta  measnre  at  this  tisie.  2  shall,  bovevcr. 
esamiM  the  non^aterconrao  sraien  fran  ibe  dale 
of  the  law  of  March,  1809,  aad  inquire  what  w«i 
its  professed  objeei?  Whai  ua«  baa  been  m»tt 
of  itl  And  how  it  has  beraxT*''''*^  by  ibebd- 
ligercotsl  And  also  notice  •otne  of  iti  rfivis 
upon  onr  own  citizens  as  wdl  aa  upon  the  Tm- 
aury.  What  mnti  be  the  ineviiable  «oawq*N>ec 
if  this  mcanre  ia  suSercd  to  go  into  ttcai  I 
lake  it  to  amount  lo  an  entire  aoa-iapofiHna  of 
any  of  the  aHictcs,  products,  or  maauraeiara  of 
more  than  ihree-fouitbt  of  iha  civilized  WMld.lo 
whiuh  our  mxrcbaoti  would,  at  thia  unie,  rva  tk 
risk  of  attemptiag  voyages ;  for,  from  ibe  Coait- 
ncnt  of  Borop*  no  one  reinras  nnlcK  at  the  ei- 
pease  of- thia  Government.  Th«  dominioBi  «f 
Great  Britain,  iiiclndioft  the  Kaai  aad  West  la- 
dies, a*  wdl  as  her  European  domiaioas,  aad 
those  OD  tb*  American  Cooiiaaat,  areimmeiMe. 
The  prodncta  of  iheaa  varioaa  eomtrKs  romerf  a 
principal  part  of  tbaac  ioaponaiioas  of  ike  iast 
year,  whioli,  while  the  notMntereaacse  rfcpi,  gave 
a«w  lite  and  vigar  to, every  branck  ri  baaiaeM. 
Oar  seaports,  whieh  the  year  Wore  picaeaied 
the  gloomy  appearwm  of  oitiea  bcHegedby  akca- 
tile  foe, -again  reanmed  the  appearaaoe  «  eaier- 
prise,  icduuiy,aad  wealth.  Thomnds,  who  ia 
1809  were  either  n  bnrdea  to  ibair.frieBd^  ia  ihe 
poor-house,  or  begging  ihair  bread  in  ibe  Uecu, 
were  in  1810  enjoying  the  frnita  of  tbririwlwitr 
in  a  comfortable  supply  of  ibe  neeesaark*  of  life, 
while  iba  farmer  and  planter  aawed  fata  seed  aad 
euliivaicd  his  Md.  w ilk  ibe  eomforuble  proapeei 
that  his  crop  would  not  decay  oa  bis  band  Ibi 
want  of  a  market.  Now,  tit.  altbot^b  vxpcrmf 
lioo  is  not  intardicied  by  liiiabiil,  reilaiyrebeoJ 
the  result  will  be  mock  the  aaiac.  ii  eaa  bardir 
be  expected  that  Great  Briiatn,  wbe  geatlemea 
on  iha  other  side  of  ibc  Mooaa  are  foad  of  coa- 
sidetiag  a*  the  eaosc  of  bH  oar  eooitBercial  dtf 
Iresa,  will  coodeseend  to  par  uaspeciefor  our  pro- 
duee,  while  our  porta  are  cloaed,  not  only  agaiait 
her  shipping  of  all  kiodi,  but  agaioat  every  arti- 
cte  of  her  prsducu  and  man  a  fact  area,  as  well  as 
those  of  her  eoLoniea  and  dependenciesi,  wkiie  they 
are  open  to  those  of  her  enemy.  A^ia,  what 
was  the  efiwciof  thenoD-iomooaraeio  ISOQupoa 
oor  Treasury?  Inadditionio  thebankrapieyaad 
wrelchednew  spread  over  the  face  of  the  whole 
country,  we  are  informed  by  iheaaauaJ  npan  of 
the  Secretary  of  Ihe  Tieasury,  laid  as  oar  tables, 
thai  the  net  revenge  arisingrfrooidaiiei  on  oter^ 
ebandisB  and  tonnage,  aceruiag  daring  thai  yeai^ 
amouated  lu  only  ls,527,0a(l,  while  w«  an  ia- 
fgrraed  in  the  aaaae  report,  tbat  this  aouree  of  re- 
venue ia  the  three  first qBaricnaf  the  year  181^ 
while  eommergewasfreeismanated  to  a  aam ex- 
ceeding 97.250,000,  and  tbeBeontarr  adds,  dtal 
he  betieved  the  whole  revenue  ariniogfromdeiies 
on  mercbaodise  aad  tonnage  for  tbat  year  would 
amount  lo  more  than  $13,000,000  j  makiag  ao  ir- 
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afanokled,,  of  40.473,080,  DAtwilhaUMiiiig  all  the 
robberiM  of  ^pokon.  whieh  profaibty  amounwd 
to  mire  Iban  foriy  ntillioDB,  >  fre«  inniorUlioD  of 
the  BvailLof  wfaieh  would  baregrcaifiT  iDoreaied 
th«  revenue  of  that  yr«T,  From  ibit  view  of  the 
Eobj«ci,  we  fiod  a  dcficii  hi  ihe  rereDDc  of  1809, 
CBUhed  by  ibii  mn>nire,  ort6,473,000,  and,  in  ao- 
ticipaiion  of  iha  effrcl*  of  ibe  law  now  about  to 
be  enacted,  tha  Secreiarf  of  the  Treasury  ha«,  in 
the  aaina  report,  rceommradail  aa  imnieriiate  ad- 
dUional  duty  to  be  laid  upt>n  ioi  porta  I  ion*,  whicii, 
together  with  the  biftb  tlntie*  alraady  eaiahliihed 
by  la-W,  lie  thiaka  Will  not  amouDl  to  more  ibait 
^,000  000,  making  an  anticipaivd  dcBoieaey  to 
the  iteii  year's  rcrenue,  oecatioaed  by  this  raea- 
aure.  at  $4,000,000  comparal  wiib  tbal  of  1810. 
But  if  we  eompara  tfae  rerenue  ariiiag  from  du- 
tiea  on  tnercfaaDdtse  aad  loanage  durlBg  the  yaar 
1809.  while^comnem  was  mirieted  by  the  nbu- 
inteKourse,  with  what  k  was  in  1807,  wbila  it 
waa  onihaekltd,  we  afaall  find  a  dcBcieaey  of 
about  ^1,000,000. 

Prain  tliu  view  of  iha  inhjeet,  whick  ii  takea 
from  authentie  doeumanis,  which  1  inviit  jenile- 
men  to  controvert  if  they  have  it  in  thair'poweT, 
it  ia  demoDitrtited  thai  it  wc  aalfkted  this  system 
10  fo  intooperatitKi,  wears  not  only  toa^in  tc> 
da«e  oar  ciiiseni  to  a  ttateof  bankruptcy  in  tfaeir 
private  fonnnea,  while  laaded  with  additional 
taxes,  but,  not  wi  lb  standing  the  aid  of  ihate  addi- 
tional taxes,  «Dr  Treasury  is,  if  poasibie,  to  be  re- 
duced to  a  mote  complete  ataie  of  bankruptcy 
ihao  at  presaQL'  I  put  it  to  geatlenien,  wbo  arc 
in  the  coD6deDce  of  the  Gabioei,  lo  «ay,  why  ws 
are  calted  upon  again  lo  plunge  (bit  nation  into 
40cb  a  aiate  of  poverty  aird  wretebedoesa  1  Is  it 
necessary  ■«  a  measare  of  self-defeaoe,  as  the 
mode  of  resisiaDce  which  wilt  bring  EagI and  to 
terms  t  For  myself  I  ihoald  snppoae  that  our  late 
experiment  to  this  specie*  of  wnrfare,  at  which 
Frauce  took  so  much  offrnce,  as  to  take  ocessioB 
to  sciza  and  eoDfiacale  the  properly  of  Amcrieai 
citizens,  to  the  amount  of  tttO,000,uOO.  which  ran. 
dered  neeeasary  an  appropriaiioa  of  $80,000  dur- 
ing (be  preaent  sesrioo,  in  order  lo  enable  thoae  of 
OUT  titixeaa,  wbo  had  been  ibuH  robbed  and  pttin~ 
dered,  to  reviait  tbeir  native  shores  aObrdad  a 
spectacle  too  humiliating  to  suffer  ua  to  make 
anoiher  attempt  sa  soon,  and  before  we  have  bo 
far  racDvered  from  the  rSeeis  of  onr  lata  eiperi- 
men  t  as  to  beabtslo  defraylbeordimry  expeoMS 
of  gavernnient  wiiboat  having  recourse  to  annual 
loans  for  the  purpose.  Are  we  bound  in  adopt 
this  measure  on  aocoUDi  of  the  faith  uf  Qovera- 
ment  being  (hedged  to  Franca  by  tba  law  of  May 
ksi7 

Mr.  Speaker,  in  antwerinf  this  inquiry,  I  must 
be  indulged  to  be^in  with  the  noa-inlemonrse  c ' 
March,  1B09— uoiiea  tu  eSesta  upon  ihe  bc4jiBei 
cats  and  oa  our  own  citizens,  as  well  as  the  law 
of  May  lart-— and  the  maoagemeni  of  that  law, 
so  as  to  render  plausible  the  measare  now  under 
eonsidcraiion.  It  mar  eoi  be  amies,  while  we 
trace  this  anbjeet,  to  have  onr  eye  upon  the  p*si- 
tion  marked  oat  by  that  greai  and  good  man,  Pre 
tuteni  WMiiiwrex,  and  pnblishad  w  t^  world 


ia  his  proshiraalion  of  netnraliiy.  But,  to  begin 
with  the  noD-tniereoDt«e  of  March,  1809,  wbiob 
same  raeiMire  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Madison,  pre- 
vioes  to  the  Jay  Tr^ty,  ind  which  eoold  at  that 
lioie  have  been  put  to  silence  only  by  the  inflti- 
enoe  of  a  WAeairioTON,  who.  iustcad  of  trying  u> 
provoke  Boslaod  to  a  war,  determined  to  send  ■ 
Minister  to  demand  justice^  And,  Mr.  Speaker, 
painful  ai  it  is  to  recollect  from  whence  we  ai« 
fallen,  the  voiea  ni  the  Amarisaa  Qovemment  at 
that  ttliie  commanded  respect,  and  the  object  waa 
obtained  in  the  restoration  of  lb*  ptofierty  of  oat 
eiiizeos, agreeably  lo  an  adjustment  and  estimate 
ofa  Board  of  Commissionen— «  maioriiy  of  whom 
were  Americaas— and  a  Treaty  of  Amity,  Com- 
mcrat,aDd  Narigaiion,  was  entered  into  with  thai 
nation  by  Mr.  Jay,  whieh,  although  eondemned 
by  that  class  who  now  laaoage  the  helm  of  Btat^ 
yet  history  furnishas  no  example  of  any  nation 
lacfcaaiag  so  rapidly  in  wealth  and  coramereial 
straogth  at  this  nation  did,  until  the  oommereial 
part- of  that  treaty  expired— that  pan  being  tetiH 

Bat,  to  return  to  the  law  of  Uareb,  1809,  yo> 
ill  reeolleet,  sir,  thai  the  m in uiity,  whose  prida 
it  to  follow  tfa«  example  of  a  Wibbihgtois, 
opposed  that  law  as  uBoecetaary  and  iaipolitic, 
and  the  Journala  show  that  they  voted  afaiosi  it; 
bnt  the  President  (Mr.  Jeffertoii}  hailed  it  as  tba 
favorite  of  his  8(cret*ry,(Mr.  Madison,)  and  cor-, 
dially  gave  it  hit  signature.  Andooaofitsmi^hiy 
eSects  has  been  lo  transfer  Tony  millions  of  the 

Croperty  of  our  ciiizeas  into  the  ot^rrs  of  Napo^ 
pen,  to  aid  him  in  bis  project  for  obtaining  the 
liberty  of  the  Mas.  This  law  waa  immediately 
poblished  and  aant  to  our  Minittent  at  London 
and  Pari*,  as  it  held  ont  both  itireats  aad  flattery 
to  Bnglaad  and  Prance,  as  an  indncemeai  to  ibem 
to  repeal  (heir  UDJnst  edicte,  alth'nngfa  it  was  well 
oadrrsiood  at  the  time  at  operating  ep I itely  and 
only  against  the  former,  as  France  could  have  no 
iBlercDurse  with  os  while  ai  war  with  Bngtabd. 

Here  give  ma  leave  to  inquire  what  ha*  been 
the  furibcr  effect  of  this  law.  Iiatemi  England, 
although  she  taw  that  if  it  had  any  operation  at 
all,  it  operated  only  against  her.  was  willing  ta 
consider  ft  as  a  municipal  regulaiioa  of  our  own, 
and  treated  it  ds  such,  while  Bonaparte  at  llrsi, 
and  for  ten  Vaonths,  pissed  it  over  ax  iooffensiTa 
to  him,  unlit  our  veoseb,  which  had  been  shut  n^ 
in  our  ports  by  its  elder  sister,  the  embargo,  hav- 
ing^ot  released  from  that  stroog  measure,  flocked 
into  the  ports  of  France,  Spain,  Holland,  and 
Ntplrs,  all  under  the  immediiie  and  entire  eon- 
trol  of  France,  when,  on  the  23d  March,  an  order 
was  issued  by  his  gracious  and  loving  Majesty  to 
seizaand  confiieaie  ihe  properly  of  our  citizeua 
in  oil  those  eonnttiesi  which  property  ia,  by  tba 
best  caleulation,  estimated  at  more  tbaa  forty 
millions.  And  you  will  perceive.  Mr.  Sfieaker, 
that  the  X>oka  of  Cadore  aaw.  that,  by  aaSering 
the  law  to  .pass  uBnotieed,  (ill  our  property  re- 
lented from  the  embargo  had  ftlled  nearly  every 
portiu  Euro jw,  under  French  eoatrol,  and  then 
istoing  an  order  which  waa  to  have  a  retrospecy- 
I  ira  opetaikin  often  aaoatht,  wasauch « (roaa o«t- 
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nge  DpDD  e^err  ptineiple  oT  honor  and  iastrccf 
at  will  ■■  the  uMffMof  fuUrc  kair,  that  he,  !■  a 
lalier  to  G«Deral  AnaMroag,  c^r  tbe  5tti  Aagati, 
lB10,aU«inpii  ro  ncuat  tb*  pirarieal  traiiMctioB, 
by  Myinv  that  tbe  Brnperoi  knaw  nof hi*f  af  (fas 
fan*  of  March,  wnlil  Tsrf  lately.  Boi,  [prayfan- 
rfemea  to  take  notieo  iba»  Gcaeral  ArnuirOD^,  in 
-  bit  letiCT  to  Cadote  of  the  10th  of  Mareh,  (&ve 
■UMitka  befoK  (he  one  juil  reciEed  from  Cadore,) 
usert*  that  thji  law  was  eorotDunicaied  lo  bin  in 
the  iDOnlb  of  Jane  or  July  preof  disf— oae  whole 
year  before  the  declaratioD  Made  by  CadoTP. 

Bui,  to  parsoe  ibia  aabject.oa  ihe  J.«i  day  of 
,  May,  ISIO,  while  Ah  robbery,  1  on^t  (o  pretame, 
was  ankoowo  to  the  Elzacotifa— ceriaialy  to  the 
peo|de~ibiino<t-(iiter«oiir«elawwBsrepeBlH)HMM 
llie  m^ority,  fof  wiie  purposes,  I  pnnraae,  did, 
in  lb«  MOM  law  ihal  repealed  the  oon-iatereoarse, 
(ive  Che  PrnideuE  power,  in.  caaa  BoglaoS  or 
France  abould,  before  th<e  Isc  day  of  Marok.  ao 
KToke  or  roodifv  her  edicts  ai  tliai  tbey  sbanld 
caaK  to  vblare  the  ceuiral  commetaeof  ihcUoi* 
ted  States,  to  declare  tbe  same  by  proclamatioD ; 
n  which  cut,  tbe  non  ioteroaune  should  be  re- 
vired  aniiMl  iba  oaiion  neglecila^M  revdte  or 
Modify  her  edicts,  in  like  loaaaer,  for  the  spaoc  of 
three  moDtfai  alter  Ibedateof  aacta  ^nootanatiDB. 
And  you  will  reeoUect,  sir,  that  this  law*  waa  also 
vppoaed  by  tbe  miDoriiV,  ndt  so  aiDcb,  perhaps, 
beoaoic  ibey  saipecied  riiher  tbe  integrity  ei  iia- 
pariiaii  ty  of  the  Pr«shleat,  as  becaaat  they  thought 
11  QDcoDftiluiioDal  lo  conaait  a  power  to  the  Bx- 
ecuiire  which  was,  in  iia  aatora  aad  effect, aaaei 
fff  legialation,  rix :  to  rerire  a  law  at  his  diacri^ 
tioa  whieh  was  to  a&ot  tht  great  interest  of  the 
MUon,  and  might  icsuli  in  war.  I  uy,  at  hi* 
Jiieretion ;  and  1  ask  gentleme*  lo  laka  notiea 
thu  the  law  rtad*,  "  ao  raroke  or  nodify."  Tbit 
Ikw  waa  also  Beat  by  Ibc  President  leourHieia* 
Ura  at  Loadonaad  Paris,  aa  be  statea  in  biaHes- 
■age.  But,  what  wAiiLaeni  ihets  fori  Only  lo 
be  used  aa  ■&  iad«ecinent  to  thoea  nitons  to  re- 
voke their  unjust  ediets,  which  wa*  the  arowcd 
object  of  the  prof  isiou  wbao  it  pasaed.  ^And,  if 
aeni  tbero  for  that,  porpoee,  it  would  lecm,  that, 
M  hare  acted  a  aeuinil  pari,  it  ought  lo  bare  baeo 
«a*d  alikeai  tbe  palaeesof  St.Cloadand  8t.  Jama*. 
But,  Mr.  Speaker,  what  was  tbe  fact  1  Here  we 
Btty  learn  the  niaaagemeat  of  whicti  I  spoke  when 
1  irst  addreasad  you.  This  law,  wbtob  you  wiH 
perceive  waa  in  tbe  natureof  aeenerous  qreriure 
taade  to  Iha  bclligeraut  who  Srst  reroked^his 
«dieta,  ctaaB^ed  -its  efaaraeur  when  offered  to  the 
oiber  belligereot,  who  should  Degleet  to  rerokc 
the  obtraxions  edicii  tlotil  after,  bis  eaeisy  had 
done  se ;  and,  instMd  of  beiag  a  generous -oflwr, 
«MttNined  a  threat,  that  if  she  did  sol  revoke,  we 
ahould  shut  oar  porta  agalnat  her  products,  while 
ihcyibould  beopen  to  tboMofher  enemy.  And 
this  is  tbe  light  ID  whieh  it  wa«  flawed  br  our 
QoreriMiieat,  a*  will  be  seen  in  Mr.  Saalib's  letter 
to  a«oet«l  Armsuttog,  of  tbe  &th  day  of  June, 
1810,  (fir  in  ted  documents,  p.  35,)  in  ibeie  word*: 
"It  might  be addedrtkat  the  form  in  which  the 
'  law  now  presents  ibe  orerture,  is  a*  veil  oalou- 
'  laiad  aa  Htc  ovtrtaie  ilaclf  to  gain  *  faTOTahte 


'  aUMitioB,  i— sBBich  aa  it  tmf  )M  r^^srded  by  te 
'  bellioamt  ffrst  accepliag  of  ic  ■•«  p«mi«  la 
'  Uself  and  a  thaat  tialj  to  ita  odreraary.^  Fat 
this  view  of  the  eabjeet,  genlleoieA  Will  perceive 
that  it  is  loach  mora  agreeable  to  doae  way  Hai- 
lef  in  dispute  npou  a  generoo*  o&r  for  ao  doieg, 
than  it  wonldbctOdOM  while  ihreManed  byihar 
oaponcot  that  K  it  is  not  dona  tbey  inaat  aaCet 
the  eobseaneaca  of  tbeir  own  fatly  and  bis  na- 
mnoc.  N«w,  is  looking  through  tbe  dmnmearj^ 
I  miatakeif  gentlemen  haroaot  iliaeovei#dsaa« 
maoagMient  in  ibis  bwineac,  so  iImi  while  the 
law  wa*  preaeatad  w  France  as«n  oCer  made  tn 
herself,  it  ahould  be  Focaenled  to  Bnglswd  ia  an 
other  character  iban  that  of  a  thicni.  iisecaa 
chat  ihe'fiiai  corretpondapee  with  oav  Hioisui 
vrhieh  w^  are  Hffaicd  to  see,  is  a  l«Mer  from  Mr. 
Smith loMr.Pinltnay,ofih«3SdUar;  nlihoogfc 
it  appears  from  that  letter  ihaC  iba  Saerviarjr  ef 
State  had  sent  a  aopy  af  the  lair  in  n  jreviont 
leitaraf  ibo'dth  of  that  month  to  Hr.  Pinkaey, 
as  also  another  copy  In  the  letter  of  tbe  SSd ;  bat 
we  bear  aothingof  iaaiMatiea»in  Mtber  lo  ose 
tbis  new  overtkire,  which  tbe  law  pracati^  to  the 
best  advantage  ai  the  Court  ef  abJasnes,  while 
it  retained  its  character  of  an  ofice  made  to  thai 
Oevemaeni.  Indeed,  it  wouM  aeun  most  natn* 
val  Id  aoppaae  that  the  iastraedontf^ina  in  tbii 
bosiaeM  were  cpotaiaed  ia  the  letter  c<  tbe  ink, 
#hieh  wat  thnfint  emlostnga  c*pf  of  the  law. 
Bat,  at  Ihiawe  are  nol  nflered  to  la<A,Bar  at  ike 
one  sent  lo  Qentnl  Armatceng,  of  the  same  daia^ 
which  wa*  elv  the  fitat  lo  Um  eneloaiag  a  eepf 

B  Jt,  Mr.  Speaker,  at  we  are  not  aafferad  to  see 
theersteerrmpoadene*  on  this  impOTvaat  boai- 
aess,  whieh  we  are  called  upon  by  the  Baeentive 
to  darry  iitto  effect  by  a  new-act  vt  legistatioo,  it 
hi  unmia  <ioably  oar  doty  ta  examine  wdl  ttaia 
letnr  at  tbe  twenty~seeoaili  and  see  what  ihwC 
treats  wT,  and  whether  it  compare*  with  the  6m 
we  are  skfibred  to  see,  eeai  lo  General  AnDBttanf 
on  this  subject,  in  this  letter  lo  Mr.  Pinkitey  of 
tbe  tweii1y-«eaoad,'ihe  SeeMmry  eominencn,  a* 
he  sajfi,  ariib  mtieh  snrprM^  that  Oraat  Briiaia 
had  not  leroked  b«r  Uoekkdaa,  and  thai  she 
bad  not  sent  a  maa  tif  rank  M  replace  Mr. 
Jackaon ;  and,  after  taavinr  dwelt  at  great  length 
on  (he  latter  of  theae  suhjeeia,  he  meniiona  that 
he  bad  sent  a  oopr  ot  Ih*  law,  as  abo  another,  in 
his  letter  of  the  foortb  of  that  nenth,  and  tdh 
Mr.  Pinkaey  in  let  the  British  aarenuiMiK  haow 
that  the  proriaioBa  of  the  laW  would  be  carried 
iolo  eieel,  bat  not  a  syllaUe  of  proScriuf  it  ae  an 
ofiet  made  te  that  Qovemment  and  a  threat  to 
France.  But,  instead  of  this,  the  Secretary  •»• 
lect*  (wo  ■uMecit,  which'  he  moA  hare  knowa 
would  be  diffleult  to  close,  and  tellt  Hr.  Pinkney 
that  if  anoiher  Minister  was  not  seei  to  replace 
Mr;  JackeoD,  te  let  theBritisbOorernment  know 
that  he  would  retara  to  the  United  Btatea.    And 


ion  of  the  new  overture,  tbe  attack  on  ifacGb«aa- 
leMke  rnnst  be  settled  in  a  -mander  agreeable  lo 
ha  prtfoaitiona  made  to  Mr.  Rmb  aMi  Hr.  Br»- 
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fciae,  whic^  be  taighi  well  knpv  wpuld  not , be 
done,  KB  ibe  Briusii  Uovecqmenl  had  tqld  him  it 
could  not  b«  closed  in  ihai  way.  On  ihe  Srsi  of 
July,  Ml.  Piakner  aekopwledgea  Mr.  Bniitb'a  let- 
ter of  the  ^tweaty-seoond  of  May,  Rod  rerf  pro- 
(crly  goes  on  to  execute  the  last riicii 004  it  con- 
tsioed  «■  to  the  Brilub  ODTerameiit  Mtidios  a 
BMD  of  rVik  to  leplaoB  Mr,  Jackaoo,  dbc  And, 
in  my  opioioD,  very <ff9pet\y  Doiicea  tbe  wiap  of 
iDstr^otiQae  it  .cQDtuiied,  lecpectiDS  ibe  law  of 
May  laai,  by  jgaerely  loeetloBinK:  that  while  be  is 
fV^gcd  with  Lord  Welleeter  oa  these  .other  sub- 
jects, be  thinks  he  shall  dtaw  his  atteniioa  to  tbe 
aoD-JDtfTcoucM  law,  bat  I  (nd  aa  aiKaaDt  of  bta 
erer  itreseniipg  the  law. to  tbat  Oovenmunt. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  wbJie  wa  mn  ia'  this  letlfr 
of  the  twentr-seoODil  the  uibitance  of  all  we  are 

E trained  10  ae«  of  the  tise  to  b&  made  iiy  Mr. 
okocy  of  this,  law,  as  an. inducement  to  tbe 
British  Oovetpraeoi  to  i«Toke  the  Orders  in  Coi^n- 
eil,  Ui  usevmiaeFhat  was  tbe  eourte  pursued 
toward*  the  Fraoeh  aoTfrnineDl  to  induce  il  lo 
take  aidraniage  of  the  law,  while  it  r«fsiiied  tbe 
dharacter  of  a  favorable  overUiie,  so  that  the 
British  aoveromeni  shonld  hive  to  meat  il  as  « 
tbreat,  or  as  a  rod  held  orer  then  to  psocure  the 
tevocalioa  of  ibeir  cdiats.  In  order  to  do  this,  I 
Mtall  examine  the  first  leUer  which  is  suffered  to 
come  to  public  view,  fiBm  SeeretHf  Smith  lo 
peoeral  Armsiroag,  lAer  the  dale  of  the  law  of 
May  first.  Tbis  bear s  the  dale  of  June  fifth,  doe- 
um«ats,  page  34.  la  Ibis,  we  find  ibat  be  bad 
seal  two  before,  each  one  encloeinj:  a  copr  of  ibe 
taw,  and  no  doubt  both  cunUtioiDg  instructions 
what  use  to  .make  of  ii.  For  we  find,  even  ig 
tbis  third  letter,  that  Mr.  3iliith  tells  Oenerml 
Armstrong,  (10  use  his  owe  words,)  "  If  tb«re  be 
'•ioceritr  in  ibe  ianginge  held  at  different  tiiDei 
'  by  the  French  Qosernwcnt,  and  espeoially  in  the 
'  late  orerture  to  proceed  to  amicable  aod  jtwt  ar- 
'  raogcmeals  in  lae  ease  of  our  re&isaL  10  subnaii 
'lotlteBritbth  Orders  in, CouQcil.(no(  bloc kade«,) 
'  no  pretext  can  be  found  for  loader  detslining  lo 
'  mtt  aa  end  u  tbe  deerees  of  wbiel)  t^  U.aited 
Btaiea  bare  so  jiiailir  complained."  And  here,  I 
entreat  gentlaaMn  tonqlice  that  ibis  ii  the  first 

f round  staled  iy  our  Government  to  ,tbat  «f 
ranee,  as  being  (ba<  which  would  be  iaaiated 
upon  from  S^ncland— a  eomplianoe  on  hjer  part 
required  to  vntiile  her  lo  tbe  provisipns  of  this 
taw,  viz,  bar  reliDquisbiac  iba  Orden  in  Coao' 
tit.  We  way  here  notice,  that  Mr.  gbnith  addis 
as  a  farther  isduceaient  to  Franca  to  take  advao- 
ta^e  of  the  l»w,  while  it  retaiKed  the  otMspater 
^  favorable. overture, "  ibai  by  putting  in  force 

the  aoo-iaietcourse  against  EogWd,  agreeable 
^.toibetemis  of  Ibis  stttiKe.  that  the  very  species 
,^'esisunoe  wootd  be  made  which  Fraooe  has 

been  coostaatly  represeniii^  as  the  most  affica- 

cious."  Bui,  Mr.  Sisith  goes  still  farther  in  his 
instructions,  and  telU  Qeueral  AimstiOng,  "  ihal 
I  |i  may  be  added,  that  in  the  (oim  in  which  the 
^  lav  QOW  presfnis  the  overtgre,  it  is.  as  well  eal- 
^  CBlaied  as  tbe  overture  itself  to  sain  a  favorable 
^  atteniioo,  inaemncb  as  it  maybe  regarded,  by 

toe  belligerentfrtt  tCMpting  i(  U  m  prOJWM  M> 


'  itself,  and  a  tbreat  oqlv  to  its  advar»ary.^'  In 
this  letter,  we  find  thai  tne  Sectelary  stales  a  first 
grouod,  wbieb  was  oecessary  in  the  first  iotianpe 
to  entitle  tbe  Freocli  Qovernnjeni  to  the  provi* 
sioosarihislaw. '  What  waslbisarauad?  Why, 
be  tells -Oeoerst  ArmsIroDg  to  Tel  the  French 
QovernDuut  u^derstaad  that  thePrnideot  would 
not  proceed  10  give  the  law  effect,  if  the  restora- 
tion of  the  properly  of  our  ciiizcas  be  finally  te- 
fnsed;  and  closes  hi<>  letter  by  directing  bim  to 
let  that  GoveromeQl  kooF  that  the  only  ground', 


take  place,  would  be  an  undersiandini;  that  the 
coofiscMioa  was  reversible,  and  ibat  it  would  be; 
.conte  ini  mediately  ib«  subject  of  discussion,  with 
a  reasonable  prospect  of  justice  to  our  injured 
citizens.  Was  ibis  tbe  ground  on  vhiob  the  sub- 
ject.wa*  placed  1  Itwemsso,  from  tbis  official 
letter  of  the  Secretary.  Yes,  sir,  it.  was;  and 
with  due  deference,  I  may  be  allkwed  to  say,  the 
only  honorable  and  just  ground]  and  if  ihe  Amer- 
ican Ooveiament  bad  possessed  iadependeace 
enough  lo  have  still  occopied  tbis  ground,  we 
wonld  not  have  bad  tbe  motiificaiion  to  discuss 
(he  bill  en  tbe  table  at  this  time.  But,  instead  of 
tbis,  slthougb  Mr,  Smith  had  just  received  (^a- 
dore^s  iqsuliing  leiier,  in  which  be  more  ibttn  in- 
lim^ales  that,  as  a  Ooveiomenl  and  Daiion,  we  . 
ire  destitute  of  josi  political  views,  without  honor, 
energy,  or  even  iodependence,  and  closes  by  lel- 
ling  our  Qovernment  know  of  the  seizure  anid 
ssk  of  the  propertyof  out  citizens  ip  all  thepor|B 
of  Europe  under  French  control  i  what  was  t^e 
conduct  of  tbe  Aqierican  Ooverameni  on  this 
occasion!  I  entreat  geniletnen  lb  take  aolice, 
thai,  with  this  borrid  picture  of  insult  and  rob- 
bery fresh  in  their  recollection,  the  same  concili- 
Wory  dispMitioa,jtoided  by  the  pdoctples  ofnea- 
tiality,  ubich  dismissed  a  British  Minister  for  an 

flird  iasalt,  induced  Mr.  Smith  loinfotm  Qep- 
Armstrong  that  the  President  thought  il  best 
(tet  to  make  any  aoiinadversioni  on  tt|ai  subject 
atthaltime.  (Printed documents, pstgeSt.)  Tlte 
next  letter  on  ibis  subject  worthy  of  uotice,  is  oiw 
of  tbe  5ib  of  July,  in  which  Mr.  Sgiith  acknow- 
ledges tbe  receipt  of  infocmatioa,  thai  the  pro- 
petiy  which  he  l^ad  said  in  his  last  must  be  re- 
stored, in  order  10  efitttU  France  lo  the  American 
commerce  while  it  was  .denied  to  Bog'aad,  was 
sold,  aad  the  proceeds  deposited  in  tbe  coisfe 
IM-tiK— -privy  parse  of  the  Smperor.  Here,  in- 
deed, Mr.  Spiitb  seanw  to  have  alinost  forgot 
himself,  and  to  conceivp  be  was^  ffiviog  iasirtic- 
tlons  how  10  proceed  with  a  Britiiib  Minister,  and 
tells  Qeoeral  Armstrong  to  demand  every  repara- 
tion of  which  the  sulijcGt  was  susceptible.  But, 
Mr.  Speaker,  is  it  not  worthy  of  notice  that  he 
elose*  even  ibisspirited  letter,  with  such  a  history 
of  piracy  and  insult  then  on  bis  desk  berore  bim, 
aitiing  the  gronad  he  bad  taken  in  his  letter 
w.  ._e  fifth  of  Juncj  and,  instead  of  a  proposed  re- 
newal of  the  noDTiniercoui^  against  Bsgla'od,  if 
she  should  neglect  to  withdraw  her  Orders  in 
Council,  whacb  was  the  only  giound  taken  by 
the  PrMide^t  vith  Mr-  BtEkia«,wid  also  the  only 
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thing  contempUted  wbCD  Ibe  law  of  Maj  last 
wit  pBBiMl,as  alio  the  only  j^ound  taken  bf  him- 
aeir  only  one  mooib  Wore,  <havin|t,  it  ii  nre- 
■amed,  beird  from  Fraace  in  ibe  iDlerral,}  he 
eoodeseend.i  lo  tell  the  Qeoeral,  that  if  Fnaee 
■hoolcl  deniRnd  it,  be  mi^ht  ftire  bet  to  under- 
stand tbat  it  WHS  ibe  Pmident's  ini«DtioD  lo  re- 
Dew  ibe  DDD-ialereourM  aninii  England,  if  she 
did  not  alM  rescind  her  blockadei.  Il  in  bere 
Bgtin  to  be  noticed,  that  he  again  repeats,  what 
be  had  before  told  Geoeral  Armiirong,  that  h  rn 
toritioti  of  the  firoperlj  wis  indispennUe.  in 
order  to  a  renewal  of  the  non-fD(ercoune  agiigst 
Eqsland. 

But  again:  will,  I  had  like  to  bare  aatd.  the 
aerrite  manner,  in  which  a  rescinding  the  block- 
ade il  coupled  a«  a  emidiiion  with  the  withdraw 
ing  tbe  Orders  to  Gounci).  escape  notice?  Im-: 
mediatelr  on  instructing  General  Armstrong  to 
Btite  to  the  French  Gorernment  that  a  repeal  of 
ibe  blockade  of  eighteen  hundred  and  six  would 
.  tie  intiited  on,  the  Secreiarjr  adds;  '-You  will 
'  press  the  reasonabtenesi  of  permiKing  the  Uni- 
'  ted  Btatfs  to  proceed  in  such  way  as  tbejr  raaf 
'think  proper,  in  relation  to  any  sabsequent 
'  blockades,  or  toy  other  blockades  not  against 
'France,"  which  to  me  reads  in  ihiswif.ie., 
a«  we  have,  at  the  retjuest  of  the  French  Gbr- 
ernmcDt,  receded  from  our  first  ground,  and 
included  blockades  also,  you  are  iostructed  bum- 
.bly  to  reijOeit  Bonaparte  to  permit  us  to  do  our 
own  busmesi  in  our  own  way  in  ftiture.  My 
God  I  After  all  ibis,  to  see  the  Oorernraeni  of 
my  country  soliciting,  a:  the  feet  of  the  Bniperor 
of  France  for  permission  to  msnage  their  own 
affnira  in  their  own  way  1  What  American  cau 
lead  this  correspoD deuce  witboui  laying  his  bind 
upon  bis  heart  and  exclaiming,  O  my  Oorero- 
nenl,  my  Gorernment,  now  is  the  roM  become 
dim,  and  the  most  fine  gold  cbangedT  The  next 
thing  we  meet  wiib,  ii  Mr.  8mith'«  letter  of  the 
Sd  of  November,  lo  General  Armstrong,  eoclo- 
■iag  the  President's  proclamatloD,  declaring  the 
edict!  of  Fnnoe  so  revoked,  as  tint  tbey  ceas^ 
lo  violate  tbe  neutral  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  eonrte  the  non-inletcoune  to  be 
Tcvired  against  England  after  the  8d  of  Febrnary, 
if  she  did  not  in  the  meairiima  revoke  her  orders, 
which,  after  th«  ground  taken,  and  ao  often  re- 
pealed, withrespecttotb«r««toTatlonof  the  prop- 
erty, must  iitonish  ererr  Americin.  But  We 
have  Biill  this  a*  a  consoluion,  that  Mr.  Bm: 
Dotwithslaodiof  he  had  been  lold  by  (he  Duke 
of  Cad  ore  that  it  was  impossible  any  eompro- 
mise  could  take  place  on  that  subject,  says  in  tbe 
letter  enclosing  the  proclatnaiioit  tliat  the  Presi- 
dent presumes  that  the  requisitions  contained  ' 
his  letter  of  tbe  5ih  of  July,  as  to  tbe  resiorati 
of  the  property,  will  hare  been  saiisQed.  In  the 
name  of  Clod,  Mr.  Speaker,  what  groutids  hai' ' 
for  this  presomption  T  la  addition  to  this,  ia 
letter  of  the  5th  of  November,  Mr.  Smith  __ 
■tracts  Oeneral  Armstrong  to  let  the  Bmperw 
know  that  the  third  section  of  tbe  )iw  of  March, 
1609,  at  which  he  took  so  much  offence,  was  not 
lottodtd   to  openta  afsiiut  hU  aubjwts,  but 


against  our  own  citizeas.  And  aUhoegh  tkk 
may  be.  and  probably  is,  true,  yet  «  coafeania 
of  this  kind,  ifier  so  recent  and  aggraviied  ia- 
nili  and  violence,  must  1  think  hs  Mckeniagis 
the  Amerii^an  people,  and  Napofeoa  hioseir  wiE 
be  at  ■  Ions  to  linow  why  it  waa  made  nolen  ta 
tPiitfy  our  loytlty.  But  otir  loyally  to  the  eoa- 
trar*  notwiihstandiag,  tha  Duka  of  Cadorc  ia 
his  letter  to  GeneTar  Armatrong  of  the  13ik  tt 
September,  in  answer  to  one  froni  bimof  <br  Tik 
of  that  month,  teiis  tbe  Owteral,  ib«t  tbe  impent 
seM  with  pleasure  that  the  Amerieaas  ue  br 
from,  acknowledging  the  tyraiiDical  prieeiiAesaf 
English  legislstioo,  yet  inforrh*  him  Ibaiaits 
the  merebandite  coafiseated,  it  having  been  c»- 
iscaied  as  a  measure  of  repriaal,  the  priacipts 
of  reprisal  must  be  the  law  in  Ibal  aCtir. 

Now.  Mr.  Speaker,  after  aeetDg  bow  ibe  lawsf 
May.  18f0,  has  been  used  with  the  French  Gin^ 
ernment,  and  fbr  aughi  we  know,  not  used  at  all 
with  Ibal  of  England,  until  it  had  asagmed  lbs 
chafaQier  of  a  threat,  tageiher  with  ihe  varioat 
changes  of  position  taken  by  our  Q^vernaMni  ra 
(his  business,  I  think  il  dcmaniiiiaieiamaDagt- 
ment,  which,  if  dulf  examined,  wiU  aw  /eare 
much  doubt  whether  ii  be  ladispeaMbty  aeeessary 
10  aufler  this  law  to  go  into  nneratioa.  either  as  a 
measoreuf  resistance  igsiDstSnglaiidiOi  of  good 
hiih  towards  Fraace.  For  instaiiee,  at  oae  time, 
England  moat  repeal  her  Orders  in  Cooncit  to 
entiile  her  to  the  twnefit  of  tbe  law ;  at  another, 
vie:  after  hearing  from  France  tb«  eoadiiioa 
mast  include  a  repeal  of  the  blockades  also,  sod 
on  the  pan  of  France,  she  must  rescind  her  de- 
crees and  restore  the  propertv,  thea  a  promise  ii 
to  be  accented  as  it  rt«pecis  the  properly,  and,  M 
top  Ihe  climax,  the  proclamation  Issues  on  tbe 
presumption  of  an  agreement  hariog  taken  ptaee, 
on  the  part  of  Fraaoe.  that  tbe  property  sball  be 
restored.  But  after  all  this  we  an  loM  by  Cm- 
ion,  on  the  13th  of  September,  lo  be  cootenied, 
for  as  to  tbe  property  in  que«i«n  it  will  not  be 
restored. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  eecms  that  the  PrMdeoL 
In  compiiiBce  with  a  reeolulioa  of  the  House  of 
the  21st  of  December,  has  fornislwd  doenmentt 
which  put  the  qunlioo  beyond  a  dovbt,  that  tbe 
proclamnion  was  iaMied,  declaring  that  the 
French  decrees  were  repealed.  ai>  that  ther  ceased 
to  violate  the  neuirat  eommeree  of  the  United 
States,  when,  to. say  tbe  leaal,  be  bad  na  official 
informBiion  of  the  fact,  or,  if  be  bad.  be  bes  taken 
cai«  10  keep  it  to  himself.  Ur.  Amith,  ■■  bia 
letter  to  *Turreaa,  of  the  18ih  of  Deeemfaer,  ia 
eompetied  to  say  in  effect,  thai  the  Preach  t«. 
Ntrictionsan  ourcamnteree  hxt  not  reaciaded.  or 
to  use  bis  own  words :  "  If,  then,  for  Ibe  revoked 
'decrees  municipal  laws prodociag the aamccom- 
'  rocrciil  eflect  bare  beeo  sabttitoted,  the  mode 
'  only,  and  not  tbe  measure,  his  undergone  aa 
'  ilteraiion."  In  this  siiuatioa,  I  shonld  like  to 
be  informed  why  we  are  called  upon  by  the  Ex- 
eeutire  so  to  modify  our  laws  as  to  carry  ibc 
non-importaiioa  against  Bagland  and  her  de- 
pcndenciea  forcibly  into  elT^t,  and  ibn*  destroy 
Ike  Haatl  rettiias  of  Mt  cotnnetce,  tbe  eSeeta 
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of  which  we  bare  m  rORntlr  felt  ■■  the  Trea*- 
ury,  sinca  the  teppal  of  ihc  aoB-)DtercourH  law 
in  May  )ail,  a*  I  bB*«  alrtady  ahown  from  ibe 
Becreiary'i  report.  Tbia  iDformatioQ  1  h>T»tiot 
la  yel  br^D  able  tooblaiD,at(hDUghl  haveaoDgbt 
for  it,  unleiis  I  Ksort  to  the  tait  paragraph  in 
Qeneral  Turreau's  Ipller  of  December  12,  to  Mr. 
Becretairy  Smith,  in  aDawcMoone  from  the  Bec- 
relary,  remonstrating  a^inat  the  excbaion  of 
cotton  and  tobaeca  from  the  ports  of  France.  la 
reply  to  which  he  mjv,  amonf  other  Ibinri,  that 
he  ihiaka  some  modiflcalian  will  lake  place  id 
this  respect,  but  lelU  him  that  tbia  will  depend 
upon  the  firm  and  pentereriog  me^surea  to  be 
pursued  bf  the  two  QoTenimenl*  aeaJMi  the 
coTDinDD  eoemy.  Id  this  iDtiroaiioo  of  hii  Impe- 
rial Majestf  through  bis  Minitter,  nhleh,l)y-lne- 
by,  ia  doI  ibe  firai  of  ibe  IriBd,  will  ]  haey  be 
found  tbe  only  Deoessit)>  of  Buffering  tbii  meti- 
ure  to  go  into  omrttioo.  Aod  are  geotlemen 
prepared  to  obey?  I  trnai  noi.  No,  air,  [  wiU 
not  for  a  momeoi  eDIertaiu  ko  degrading  anidea. 
But,  firmly  believing  tbe  contrary,  I  huII  hope 
the  ameDdment  will  be  r«jec[ed,>>nd  wiib  it  tbe 
whole  restrielive  (ystemraotil  Praaee  aball  learn 
TO  respeet  our  rigbii. 

Mr.  Speaber,!  hadhereiDteti4ed toharecloaed 
my  remarks,  had  I  itut  beard  ihe  declaraliona  of 
seaeral  geDtlemen  nn  ikD  other  side  of  the  House 
BKaiost  ibeiudiciou*  obscrritioDS  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  (Mr.  Bmott.)  in  support 
of  tbe    amendmnit   whieb   be  did   himaelf  the 
honor  to  tubmit.    Bat,  sine^-ilie  uaaandld  aaper- 
siona  so  liberally  bestowed  »d  thai  oceaiioB.  I 
can  expect  noibing  but  to  bedenDaueed  as  an  op- 
poser  »f  my  Goverameni,  if  not  as  an  enemy  to 
my   country.    But,  air,  to  both  iheae  chargea  ( 
aball  plead  not  giti)iy,aQd  I  mutt  siill  be  in- 
dulzed  while  I  repeat  part  of  tba  remarks  I  biive 
made  on  tbe  doeamenta,  and  turn  up  the  eri- 
dence  to  prove  tbe  fallacv  of  tbeae  charge*.   And 
here  give  me  leave  lo  aak,  what  were  tbe  condi- 
lionii  of  the  taw  of  May  last  a)  between  this 
Government  and  thai  of  France?    {  take  it  to 
be,  that  if  Franoe  should  ao  revoke  or  modify  her 
edicts,  as    Ibat  tbey  ihoald  eeasa  Itr  violate  our 
neotral  commerce,  and  if  Great  Britain  should 
not  also  revoke  in  a  given  time,  then  the  non-in- 
tereiiurse  waa  to  sfo  into  effect  aKalaii  her  agree- 
ably lo  Ibe  law  of  May  last.    What  did  the  Ad- 
roioiiiraiion  conceive  ihal  the  French  Goverb- 
menl  must  ia  in  order  so  to  revoke  or  modify 
her  edieit   that  they  ni^ht  caasa  to  violate  obr 
neutral  eommereel     Sir,  the   opioioa   of  the 
Etecuiive  on  ibis  ioteresting  qaeailon  can  only 
be  ascertained  by  examining  the  correspoodeoee 
wbicfa  psa<ed   between   tbe  Seereiarf  of  State 
and  General  Armstrong  on  rhis  subject.    Aod 
to  thai  correspondence,  and  the  conduct  of  tbe 
French  Government,  I  shaU  resort  for  that  opia- 
ion.    And  to  ibis  end  I  Khali  ptueeed  to  eximine 
tbe  fini  leiier  from  Mr.  Secretary  Smith  lo  Qcb- 
aral  Armstrong,  whieb   is  suffered  to  come  to 
public  riew,  after  ibelaw  of  Maffirat, and  which 
encloied  a  copy  of  that  law;  which  is  bis  of  June 
uib,  page  34^  ibe  doeumeota,  is  which  he  tells 


the  Ocnarat  to  let  the  French  Government  know, 
that  if  tiie  property  forcibly  aeiied  and  laken, 
from  OQr  ciijzeoa  had  been  told,  and  a  restora- 
tion finally  refused,  that  the  President  would  oot 
proceed  to  carry  the  non-jntercourse  into  effect 
wiih  Great  Briiain;  and  the  Secretary  also  In- 
sirncta  Gen.  Armstrong  to  let  the  French  Govern* 
meat  understand,  that,  the  only  ground,  sboK  of 
a  preliminary  fesioiaiion  of  ihe  property,  would 
be  a  deelar* lion  that  ihe  couGscaiion*  were  r» 
versible,  and  that  it  should  become  framediately 
the  subject  of  diseosaion,  with  a  reaiOnable  proa^ 
pect  of  justice  to  our  injured  citizens. 

Tbe  next  letter  from  the  Seoretary  (o  Oeaeral 
Armitroog  on  the  subket,  is  one  bearing  date 
July  6tb,  ID  which  ihe  Seoretary  sayato  the  Gen* 
era! :  "  You  hare  been  already  iaform^  (bat, 
'  with  the  repeal  of  the,  French  edicts  must  bq 
'  cotubinad  tbe  rastoraiioo  of  the  property  of  one 
'  cilrzena,aaan  indisneoMble  evidence  of  the  jus- 
'-  lice  of  the  French  Government  lowarda  tbe 
'  United  States,  and  upon  this  ground,  aod  thia 

■  alone,  would  the  Pretident  proceed  to  give  th* 

■  law  effect  against  Great  Briiato."  The  third 
letter  of  tbe  Secretary  to  the  Genenl,  which  Ja 
worthy  of  DDiiee,  is  that  of  July  17,  in  wbioh  he 
tails  him  that "  he  baa  dispaiehed  Lieutenant  Mil- 
'  ler,  in  order  to  obtain  early  informatron  of  iba 
'  disposition  of  the  French  Gorarnment  in  rela- 
-  tion  to  ihccoodiiioo  of  the  law  of  May,  so  thai 
'  the  President  f^^J  bare  it  in   his  power  to  lay 

'  lh«,iama  befora  Coogresa  at  an  early  period  of ' 
'  the  sestion."  Tbe  nait  letter  which  passed  from 
tbe  Seeretarv  (o  General  Armsiroag,  was  one  of 
tbe  2d  of  November,  enclosing  the  Presideot'a 
proclaihatioo,  declaring  the  Freooh  edicts  to  ha 
to  revoked  as  that  Ihey  would  cease  to  operate  oa 
the  lit  day  of  November,. and,  even  in  this  letter, 
ihc  General  is  instructed  to  make  tba  Freaoli 
Government  understand  that,  with  the  ravocati(«  - 
of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decreet,  must  he  eon- 
bineit  U»  reroeaiioa  of  all  tbe  adicis  of  Fianct  ' 
violating  our  neutral  rights,  as,  also,  that  ika. 
Pretideai  hid  issued  the  proelamaiioB  on  the  pra- 
sumpiioii  that  the  requisition  contained  in  bis  let> 
ter  of  July  5th,  respecting  tba  restoration  of  the 
property  of  oar  citizens,  had  been  complied  with. 
Thus,  sir,  it  appears  that  our  Executive  has  in* 
iisted  that,  to  nave  tbe  French  edicts  to  revoked 
as  to  cease  to  violate  our  neutral  commerce,  the 
property  seized  and  held  under  the  aanotioo  oif 
(boae  deevees  must  be  restored.  Instead  of  being 
an  opposer  of  Ihe  Government  in  this  faM^oralria 
altitude,  1  heartily  approve  of  the  position  whieit 
was  then  taken.  Bui,  Mr.  Speaker,  what  doea 
the  Executive  uy  as  to  the  Freach  restrieiiona 
on  our  commevea  being  rescinded  1  Tbe  Secre- 
tary, in  bii  letter  of  December  16,  to  the  Franoh 
Miotaier,  while  remonstrating  against  tbe  escla- 
sion  of  cotton  and  tobacco  from  the  ports  of 
France,  among  many  oiber  things  bf  nearly  the 
Hme  Import, says:  "If,  (ben,  for  ihe  revoked  d«- 
>  crees,  muaici|wl  laws  producing  tbe  same  com- 
'  meraial  effect  bare  been  subsiituied,  tbe  mode 
'only,  and  not  tbe  measure,  haa  undergone  an 
■alteration."    Again,  Mr.  Speaker,  what  hat  bee* 
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th*  eandHOt  of  the  Freneti  OoTerBUsnt  in  rrk- 
tioD  toB  compliance' witb  the  law,  as  it  had  been 
«EpiaiDed  bf  (be  Exfcniire  dari;>g  the  whale 
tku  period?  It  will  be  leeollacted  that  Cadare, 
in  bit  fini  letter  od  ihi«  lubjrct,  id  aDiwer  to  a 
MmuDiiraDce  froni  Qencral  Armilwan  agaioal 
the  aoiati  Kiznra  and  Kiueiiratios  of  the  prop- 
•rif  of  Amcriean  ciiizeni,  in  whieb  rcmooitrauae 
the  Qeoerat  HgDifies  the  »rpri>e  of  our  OoTcm* 
meal  at  the  outrageoai  act,  and  reqiusti  infor- 
mttioa  u  to  the  pcotpecl  of  ilx  being  rcfl<M«d, 
tdk  the  Ocneral  ibat  it  i*  toapoMible  aaf  eom- 
promise  shoald  take  pUoe  dd  the  sHbJMi, 
-  Ur.  BpeakM.  to  be  •ore,  on  the  6th  of  Augait^ 
lie  tells  Oeoeral  ArmKroag  that  ibe  Berlin  aod 
Milao  decraea  warn  reroked,  and,  OD  certain  con- 
diiioni,  would  ceiM  to  operate  on  the  first  of  No- 
veoiber.  But,  e*eo  iathii  pan  pf  the  bosiaeat, 
we  have  onl*  ihe  proniw  of  ihe  Miiaster,  aad 
■ol  the  act  of  the  fimpcror ;  and,  ii  will  he  rec- 
ollected that,  at  lb*  date  of  (be  Berlin  decree, 

^  when  we  were  aimitarly  cifaumst^DaMl,  we  were 
told  thai  it  waa  the  opiaioa  of  the  man,  and  not 
Ihe  act  of  the  Ooteriimeiil.  Bui,  od  this  pciai, 
we  hare  Ur.RiUHeU'soffieiai  iMterof  ibeltih  ol 
Deermber,  teaiifyiug  thai  the  Berlin  asd  Milaa 
decrees  did  not  cease  to  operate  od  the  li«t  of 
Norembcr,  but,  that  the  ftnt  ease  that  bad  bap- 
peoed  after  that  lime,  lo  which  Ihev  eoQld  be  ap 
plied,  wait  Ihat  of  the  Orlrfins  Packet,  and  that, 
OB  the  9(h  of  December,  they  were  applied  io 

'  that  eaac-  We  bare.also,  the  two  letleis ^iraadf 
meBliooed  of  the  Urand  Judge  aod  Mioisier  of 
Fiaaace,  both  coD&aiiag  the  pi»ition  thai  the j 
bad  Dot  ceased  lo  operate  ihe  Gfiy-fire  dayi  afur 
(heist  of  Ncreoibcri  and  the  news  by  lererai 
laie  ardtalt  sajrs  that  etery  reuel  which  com« 
Wjibia  Iheir  reach  (hares  the  same  fate  with  the 
OrleaoB  Pacliei.  Bui,  sir,  ei  to  the  oiher  parts  of 
the  lequisiiioB  of  aur  Qavernraeol,  riz :  the  rea- 
loratiooor-.lhe  ae^ueattred  properly,  Cadore,  io 
hi*  latter  of  SqMeinbet  13,  in  aaawer  to  one  frooi 
Oenfral  Araatrong,  of  ibe  7ib  of  that  month, 
wbefCtn  the  Qeaeral' reqnircB  a  defioitire  an- 
swer, whnber  the  Emperor  would  consider  the 
'  rcaloraiiooof  theproperif  aaaaubjectef  prcMat 
orftttdre  negoiiattoat  or,  whether  the  act  of  His 
Hajeiif  alreadr  taken  in  the  seisure  and  sale  of 
the  propertjr  of  our  oitizeas  it  to  be  eonaidered  ai 
cooclusive  agaiast  Temuoerauon  1  ^o  which 
plain  questioD)  Cadore  oondeaeeiida  lo  be  equally 
plain  io  bis  answers,  and  to  tell  the  Oefteral  (hat, 
•■  IO  the  merchandise  coafiseated,  il  harioji  been 
confiscated  ai  a  measure  of  reprinl,  the  prioeiple 
of  lepriial  muU  be  the  law  in  ibai  affair.  And, 
Ja«  of  alL  the  Preach  Miaister  in  the  United 
Slates,  in  bia  letter  of  the  ISih  of  December,  in 
aoBwet  to  one  fcom  the  Secfelanr  of  Sul?,  re- 
monatraiiofc  agaiait  Ihe  eieluaioa  of  coitna  aad 
tobacco  from  the  pori4  of  Fraace,  among  oiher 
things,  I elU  the  Secretary,  tfaat  he  thinks  some 
change  will  take  place,  but  requests  [he  SMrelary 
not  lo  mistake  him;  for,  that  this  wilt  not  be  a 
measure  of  chance.  In  take  place  oa  the.  part  or 
the BfNperor  atone,  bn I  mast  be  ihe  result  of  firm 
■nd  eacrgetie  neuures,  to^be  adopted  and  petie- 


•end  in  by  tfaa  t;>ro  Oovarnawui'ifiuii  ih 
comowa  caaaay.  Now,  sir,  for  thii  ibon  ui 
correct  ilalemeai,  whioh,  I  Imst,  p«iikr  dedt- 
iDBtioBOor  sopbiMry  will  put  down,  ulstfi 
oficial  documeoU  .are  admitted  io  eiidtici,! 
would  a^,  who  can  cay  that  we  ire  boocii  bjik 
law  of  ihe  fini  of  May  Iw  lo  reof*  tix  la 
iotereonrse,  (I  will  not  say  agaioai  Eoglioiba 
asaiiut  owselrei,)  aad  thai  redact, or  (tuii- 
aihilateoiu  retenue,  aod  load  our  eiiiios rii 
atUiiioDal  iases,aa,I  trust,!  han alrudjiiirt^ 
if  ihia  ameadiBeBl  i«  adopted? 

Mr.  Speakerjif  lam  lobeealltd  Htrnfa 
my  coaairy  for  opposing  ibis  tannu^naJsr"*' 
eot  circa ms (an oea,  to  my  eouatry  I  will  iffil; 
being  entirely  wiUiog  thai  the  btwonbltpMl'' 
nun  from  Maryland  (Mr.  WbjwtJ  ui  ki 
friends  shonld  share  the  whole  of  ihe  kiMrii 
adToeating  the  right  of  ihe  Empenxisubui 
withhold  the  property  af  our  ciiiitnii  &', ' 
oreatei  no  aifunishment  lo  bete  tkii  gnilaH 
eontend  tlul  we  are  bound  by.iheheu  UijK 
carry  the  noo-iotereovfae  into  efiMlt|tiuiQ'ai 
Britaia,  bat,  lo  bear  agentlenao  poem oTw 
discdr^meot  of  the  bwwabia  ehiinu  cim 
committee  who  reported  this  bill,  atteikuK^ 
laralioB,  ia  ir«ly  Baionitbing,  wha  i^  tHw 
ia  the  faot  1  trust  I  hare  alnady  iboiiiUNi 
erery  soniiDuaieatioa  froda  our  Ei«uU">°>" 
Freoch  aorerpmenl  on  the  *ubJee<,;i>tiG«'«*' 
mesil  has  been  told  that  if,  ia  cvnatiidB  ■">'  ''* 
re»oeaiion  of  the  de«re**,  the  m^mwm  p^ 
eriy  was  notgirca  a{kthe  noi-iDUmv**'''' 
not  b* renewed  BgaitutEofflaDd.  Tkntitwu 
letters  were -cow nuQicaied  to  tkiiHiw,'" 
published  nearly  three  moatht  eiace, !»•"''- 
Ibis  moment,  in  ihe  bandsof  ihtBriuibGoin 
ment,  and,  by  [his  tenare,  that  Qownwiwi  w 
a  right  ID  rest  atauced  Ihat  the  """■'""'^ 
will  nu  be  renewed  agaiuH  thcia-  In«°f  "> 
beliei-e  Ihe  cootrary,  would  beiiiwli""" 
pligbied  foith  of  the  Giecutire,  ,  . 

Sir,  I  am  teosiUe  ef  ibe  ic^wtf  f  if 
Hosse,  and  I  cap  aaaorc  ihem  Ihil,  «^f^' 
e  of  duty,  Dothing  could  hart  »*«*}  "»•" 
H..e  uaderiaken  the  task  I  ba'c  HloBt^  '^  r 
form.  I  ahali.  tbwrfort^  cioae  »f  '^^fZ 
haviqg  cnteted  my  solema  pwiBi  »«"V^."' 
folly  and  madness  of  the  projtci,  »1  >^' "^ 
done  my  duty  when  I  haw  Toitd  »("'""*' 

Mr.  BIQE1.0W  then  took  ibe  ««>'.'•*'" S^ 

ately  after  be  commsaced,  a  V<"^'u  iVit 

(weteni,  B  motioa  t«  ■^J''"'' ***!!5j   Ai  i 

A  quomp  appearing,  Mr:B.  fo^-^u- 

quarter  before  one  o'elock,  '■V^'^Zw 

g,  a  Djoiioo  was  made  by  ».»»«»" 

adjourn— lost,  ayeii  8.  ,___,  ^^ 

Mr.  JoaaaoN 'moved  that  At  "fi""*^ 

out  lo  nolify  ibe  membeM  " '""^ *?Xri»< 

pel  their  aiiendance,    la  doi««,  ^^''^l^l 

was  only  infiuenced  by  n""'",'^    i,  bp- 

sense  of  duly,  in  coosideiaiioaw  '"P"*!  ,i,e 

lily  of  public  bosiiiess  belore  ibe  How 

present  session.  ^j  oi 

Mr.  Kkibkebbmbib  oejoui  »•  ""^ 
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aceoaat  of  ibrktenetiof  thohmit,nd  renewed 
tbe  rooiion  for  adjoummeDi,  which  was  again 
nega  tired. 

Mr.  JOBHSON  withdrew  bii  motion,  ander  the 
idea  ilni  a  quorum  wai  prcseoi. 

Mr.  OiaoEHiER  reoewed  tbe  moiieo  to  direct 
the  atleadanoe  of  members. 

Mr.  BoHWEit.,  Mr.  T*OQ*KT,  and  Mr.  Biob- 
LOV,  spoke  agaiiui  the  uoiioii,  and  Mr.  Rbba, 
Mr.  Qardehier,  aad  Mr.  PoaTEi,  ia  favor  of  ii. 
Tbe  argumentt  on  ih«  one  baod  were,  the  im- 
propriety at  this  time  of  the  oi^ht,  at  tbi*  mommi 
of  the  year,  and  oo  *ueh  an  importaot  utibjecl, 
of  bringiog  the  membere  from  ttteir  beda;  and 
oo  thcother,  the  urgency  of  the  biiiiDew,aiid  the 
eTid«iii  inteniioa  to  delar  or  defeat  ihii  bill,  with 
'whieb  many  gentlemen  had  withdrawn  from  the 
House. 

A  motion  wai  then  made  to  adjonrn,  (at  half- 
past  one,)  and  decided  as  follow*; 

Vns-^OMph  A11«,  Abijth  Bifslow.DtBwI  Blab- 
dall,  Bareol  Oardenin,  Nathaniel  A.  Hann,  HemuD 
Kniekerbeeker,  Robert  Le  Ro;  Ltftagiten,  Benjamin 
Pickman,  Jan.,  Lewii  B.  fitnrgee,  Benjamin  Tall- 
madge,  KilHaa  K.  Tan  BbmhUct,  Labm  Wheaton. 

Nx-ve— Lemuel  J.  AMo>,  WiUii  Abton,  jnn..  WU- 
liam  Aaderwa,  Darid  Bard,  BanraU  BaHatt,  WiHiani 
W.  Bibb,  Robert  Brown,  Wiltiau  A.  BamaU,  Wil- 
liam fiutlw,  Joaeph  Calkuaa,  Langden  Chaiea,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  JaiBM  Cocbran,  William  CranloTd,  Rich- 


Gannett.  Oideon  Gardner,  Tbomai  OboUoo,  Telenon 
Goodwyn,  Jainea  Holland,  Jaeob  Hully,  Richard  M, 
Jobnaon,  Tbomai  Kenan,  Aaron  Ljle,  Wiltiam  Me- 
Kiolej,  neaunt  M.  Miller,  John  Montgamcr;,  Niched 
las  R.  Moore,  ThoiiiBi  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gur- 
don  8.  Mumbid,  Thomu  Neobold,  Thomai  Newton, 
Jobo  NicbolaoD,  Petar  B.  PorteT,  Eliaba  R.  Potter, 
Jebn  Rea  of  PemiiytTania,  John  Rbea  of  Tenneasea, 
MBichiM  Richarda,  Sanmel  Mnnold,  John  Roane, 
Braatna  Root,  Ebeneaer  Safe,  Tboroaa  Bammoni^ 
Ebeaaaer  SearaT,  Buanel  Shaw,  Demia  Snalt,  John 
SmiKa,  OeMge  Bmilh,  Hanij  Santhard,  Ji^Tbamp. 
aao,  Uri  Tracy ,  Obaiiaa  Tonui,  jva^  Rabert  We^by, 
Robot   WhkahiU,    AaUal    WbitiMD,    and    Robart 


A  qnomm  being  preecot,  Ur.  BtasLow  coa- 
ritMled  hia  remarks.  The  followiag  b  hiaapeveh 
entire: 

Mr.  BisBLdw.— Mr.  Speakar,  I  regret  exireme- 
Ir  that,  at  this  late  period  of  the  ataaion,  and  at 
this  late  hoar  of  the  night,  the  high  lense  of  the 
duly  which  I  fed  that  I  owe  to  my  eonstitneota 
aod  to  my  country,  ihonU  compel  me  to  submit 
to  the  conoideratioa  of  the  Honae  a  few  reraarka 
vpoachbalMmporiBiit  aabjeel.  They  will  be  of 
*  general  iiatara,  eandid,  and  as  muen  as  posai- 
Uc  CDsBned  to  tbe  nubjeol  of  debate. 

SifjOa  this  oecasiDa,  I  feel  no  dbpoaitioa  to 
eeatare  the  eondaet  of  tbe  Praaidant.  Permit 
me,  howerer,  before  I  proceed  to  the  inbject,  to 
notice  a  very  aiagolar  remark  of  the  honorable 
geulemaiifromPennaylfaittn,fMr.  RoBB.)  That 
nntleman  obaerved,  "  that  when  thia  bill  waa 
bid  on  yojBt  taUe,  be  waa  determined  to  rote 
^•gainatit;  ikat  he  eaaaiderad  it  wrong  ia  priit- 
LlthCoir.StlSjBBS.— 34 


'  ciple,  and  iaj'urioai  in 

'  that  he  'should  noar  vote  against  it,  had  not 
'  aereral  genilemcn,  particularly  the  genilemaa 
'from  AbsBaefauaetts,  (Mr.  Q^IDCY,)  been  ao 
'severe  in  their  eenjures  npon  the  condoet  of 
'  tbe  Adminiitralion.  He  felt  it  his  dniy  to  sup- 
'port  the  Adminiatraiion,  and  should,  iherefote, 
■  vote  for  the  bill,  ahbongh  he  disliked  it." 

Sir,  I  apprehend  the  President  will  not  feel 
under  very  great  obligations  to  that  gentlemsa 
for  this  kind  of  support.  For  myself,  I  am  free 
10  declare,  that  stronger  tcBkone  than  ihoae  must 
operate  npon  my  mind,  before  1  can  give  mf 
sanclion  to  a  measure  profeMcdly  Impolitic  ana 
uaiuat, 

Tbia  bill,  Mr.  Speaker,  i*  adToeaied  on  the 

5 round  thai,  by  the  law  of  May  1810,  we  are  nn^ 
er  obligitioaa  to  France  to  prohibit  commercial 
intercourse  wiiii  Oreet  BriUin.  If,  sir,  1  rightly 
recollect,  for  I  hare  not  the  law  before  me,  the 
substance  of  the  pro*isioD.as  it  respected  Frsnce, 
was,  that  if  she  so  revokeo  or  modiQed  her  edicia 
and  decrees,  as  that  they  should  eease  to  violate 
our  aeatral  commerce,  and  Qreai  Britain  refused, 
for  three  montha,  to  pursue  a  similar  course; 
then  was  this  system  of  Bon-intercourae  to  com- 
mence, as  it  respects  Qreat  Britain. 

Mr.  Speaker.!  deny  that  the  faith  of  the  nation 
is  pledged  by  the  Law  of  May,  1810.  It  is  Deiiber 
a  eoniract  nor  a  treaty.  To  conatituie  a  contract, 
two  parlies  pre  necessary,  at  least.  All  writeia 
upon  the  subject  have  so  eonsidered  it ;  and  sir, 
if  one  party  can  make  a  cootract  with  another, 
without  tbe  koowladge,  eonsent,  or  approbation, 
of  the  other,  it  is  a  new  discovery,  with  which, 
as  yet,  I  am  unacquainted.  Suob,  air,  is  (he  nt* 
inreof  the  contract  relerred  to.  The  Coagreaa 
waa  the  only  party  eoncNned  in  makjng  it. 
France  knew  nothing  of  it,  it  waa  made  wholly 
without  her  eonsent  or  approbation.  How,  then, 
is  the  national  bith  plighted  to  France  by  thai 
law  ?  Sir.  i  know  of  bui  me  way  in  which  tbe 
faith  of  thia  nation  can  be  pledged  to  anolhar, 
md  that  iii,  by  a  treaty  approved  end  laiiAad  by 
tbe  eoflslituted  aathoriuea;  and  agrely,  air,  ■• 
gentlenntn  will  coitteod  that  thia  law  amoanted 
to  a  treaty.  If,  then,  it  was  neither  a  eoniract 
nor  n  treaty,  the  faithef  (he  naiioa  is  not  pledged. 
Tbe  most  you  can  make  of  it  is,  as  waa  obaetva4 
on  a  former  occasioa,  by  (he  honorable  gentle- 
man  from  Virginia.  (Mr.  RAaooLPH.)  "  that  it  is 
a  rule  of  conduct  for  ourselves."  But,  sir,  I  am 
willing  to  admit,  in  case  France  had  fairly  and 
honestly  complied  with  the  condiiiooa  of  the 
law,  so  often  referred  to,  that  good  faith  on  oar 
pan  might  have  required  that  we  should  past 
the  present  hill.  What  wsi  tlie  condition  to  be 
performed  on  the  part  of  France  1  Sir,  abe  waa 
to  revoke  and  modify  her  decrees,  so  that  (hey 
should  eeaae  to  violate  our  neutral  commerce. 
This  has  not  been  done.  The  Berlin  and  Milan 
decreei  are  not  even  nominally  revoked.  Look 
at  the  letters  of  Mr.  Russell,  oar  Cbarg4  dee  Af- 
fdires  at  Paria,  of  the  tenth  of  December  laa*. 
Look  at  the  leuera  of  the  Dukea  of  Mana  aad 
Q«e(a,ofih«twcntf-fi|ihoftbea«nuiiwMb.  Look 
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«l  ber  condact  lubwqaeot  to  thr  first  of  Novem- 
ber, the  lime  whpD  fou  were  inrorroed  thit  thoie 
decTpn  would  ceitw  to  operstr.  Ha*  she  not 
■eizcd  eTcir  rHR^I  which  htx  arrived  at  her 
poriB  sioee  that  period  1  Upon  ihit  point  1  will 
not  waste  the  time  of  the  House  by  attempting 
toshuwthat  ihoie  decrevii  are  Mill  in  force.  ■ 
fact,  which  has  been  already  lo  folly  and  amply 

E roved  by  the  cindid  and  ableargumentBof  tbe 
onorable  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Kmott.]) 

'  Bat,  air,  I  will  go  further,  and,  for  ihc  take  of 
■mumem,  admit,  not. only  that  the  law  of  May, 
1810,  has  all  the  binding  force  upon  thit  oatioB 
of  a  treaty  made  by  the  regular,  ConstiiuiioBal 
BUlboriiiei,  bnt  that  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees 
were,  on  tbe  fifth  day  of  Ausust  lant,  Hcloatly 
Kvoked ;  and,  after  the  first  day  of  November, 
ceased  lo  violaie  our  neuirtl  commerce.  There 
■■  stiEl  another  important  point  to  be  coosidered, 
and  I  hope  gentlemen  will  nilend  (o  it  with 
eandor. 

&ir,  it  is  a  principle  well  entablished  by  the 
law  of  nations,  at  well  as  by  tbe  law*  of  naitire 
and  reason,  that  when  one  nation,  in  consequence 
of  revoking  certain  act*  injurious  to  another  na- 
tion, claims  from  the  other  nation  the  perform- 
ance of  a  promise  made  on  condition  that  those 
acta  should  be  revoked,  it  i«  oeeeswry  that  the 
nation  thus  elsimiog  the  fulfilment  of  the  prom- 
ise, should  fimt,  not  only  revoke  tho^e  inMirionn 
acts,  but  it  should  also  b«  done  fairly  and  honest- 
ly, without  sobterfnge  or  reserve,  and  wiihoal,  at 
the  same  lime,  adopting  other  meaiurea  equally 
injurious,  and  prodgcing  the  same  efiecis.  Now, 
air  admit  that  the  deelaraiioa  of  the  Duke  da 
Cadore,  in  bis  letter  of  the  Stb  of  August,  1810, 
that  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  were  revoked, 
aiid,BfierthefirEitofNovember,wouldcea»e  to  vio- 
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tion  of  those  decrees;  aiitl.Fir,  iflhitwaimerely 
amuse  and  deceive  ns,  if  another  act  eqaally  i. 
iurioUE  was  at  the  aame  time  aubsiiinted,  will  it 
b«  contended  that  France  has,  nevertbeleiw,  fairly 
complied  with  the  conditions  of  your  law?  Sir, 
It  is  a  very  aingnlar  ftet  that,  on  ihts  very  fifth 
day  of  A  ugatt,  another  decree  was  issaed  hy  the 
French  Emperor,  which  was  equally  iojorious, 
and  amounted,  in  fact,  to  a  prohibition  irf 
commerce, as  much  as  the  Berlin  and  Milan  _. 
creea.  1  allude  to  the  duties  established  by  tbe 
Bmperor  on  articles  of  American  produce,  which 
were  so  enormously  high  that  the  owner  would 
prefer  ao  abandonment  of  bis  cargo  to  a  payment 
of  tbe  duties.  Even  this  was  insufficient;  for, 
by  a  subsequent  decree,  various  articles  were  pro- 
hibited, and  those  which  were  allowed  must  only 
be  exported  in  vauets  which  should  sail  from 
Cbarlesion  or  New  York. 

Is  this,  sir,  that  fair,  that  honest  repeal  of  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees ;  is  this  that  bona  jide 
performance  of  the  condition;  that,  ceasing  '- 
▼iolate  onr  neutral  commerce,  which  lays  __ 
Boder  such  solemn  obligations  to  France?  Am 
I  nor,  then.  Mr.  Speaker,  authorized  to  say,  that 
the  coaditioa  of  Ui«  law  of  Hay,  IBIO,  haa  not 


been  complied  with  t  I  trust,  sir,  as  lo  tkitpmi, 
that  tbe  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  Bute  loUr. 
Turreau,  of  the  18th  of  December  Uii,«illk 
considered  as  conclusive.  In  this  leltti,  ikt  S(^ 
reiary,  fpeakin^  of  the  enonoous  doiin vIikI 
have  been  mentioned,  observes:  '■If.tkM.Fwik 
'  rpvoked  decrees,  municipal  la«s,piodiKiD|lki 
'  same  commercial  effect,  have  ben  ubMititd; 
'  the  mode  only,  and  Oot  the  meason,  itnm- 
'  dergone  an  alleratioa." 

To  my  mind,  sir,  this  inaidiotis,  tbii  pntiim 
eoDduet,  on  the  part  of  Napoleon,  ia  IdEiwIt 
base,  and  merits  the  indignaiMi  of  iki 
Americaa  people  infinitely  more  ihto  vnIiIii 
open  refusal  to  revoke  the  ubooiiou  dtertn.  Ii 
if  an  attempt,  if  I  may  be  allowed  theupmwt 
to  gull  and  deceive  us,  by  an  arifnl,  ia\Pfwf 
policy,  which  ought  to  excite  our  jnloosr.iW 
rouM  our  highest  reaeotmeots.  I  tiui,iir,lla'! 
fairly  shown  that  our  failb  is  not  pligbi^  i^i 
we  are  under  no  obligations  to  NspulMn.  If  n 
this  1  am  correct,  then  the  passage oTiktjnHii 
a  mere  question  of  policy  and  iiitmL 
rould  be  a  mere  waste  of  time  uiUfaii^ 
by  a  reference  lo  the  past  evils  wbri  ^^r^ 
suited  from  this  restrictive  system,  B  *>»  llf 
impolicy  of  its  continuance.  Tbetu^dhoV' 
readv  produced  are  bat  too  well  kiwvi.  l^iV 

■  r,  is  the  frvorable  moment  toer««iilrWl»" 

ilute  books;  the  policy  and  inintilof  iIkH' 

in  require  it. 

Let  us  examine,  for  a  moment,  the  not"*''' 
its  coutinuance. 

Do  you  believe,  sir,  that  your  nuntaili,' 
great  portion  of  whose  properly  hss  b«DJ*u* 
by  Careign  nations,  when  the  rrniMiii  «  !■"' 
vesKbs  which  have  escaped,  shall. uinatDioii« 
your  own  ports,  be  seized  hy  yoat  owowatoa' 
bouse  ufficerK,  that  they  will  be  ntisiSed  w  l» 
the  remainder  of  their  property, 
yourowB  '        "   ""  '"  ''"'"'■ 

that  millii 

by  France,  «,  »^..m>_.^  .«-  -,  -  ,  • 
out  having  the  remainder  leiKdos  (bfirr^n, 
and  coofincated  by  their  own  QavemBnit.  Sw 
ly,  sir,  they  will  require  strong  eridw*  «^ 
fact,  tbit  your  faith  is  plighted  la  FnnM.Kl*; 
they  will  be  aatiafied  with  the  mcasiirt  rM*" 
about  to  adopt.  .     i 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  not  the  Be|W««"""^ 
mercbanta.  1  feel  no  peculiar  iaterat  n  'WrT 
vor  i  but  I  consider  tbem  a  BKfsl  «*T  ,i, 
zens;  their  intereiU  are  clowlf  C01i>»"  -^j 
tbe  interestt  of  yudr  farmers;  ■'''^"  l^w. 
of  view,  they  are  at  least  entitled  »»»^„  ,U 
erlo,  your  merchants  have  bw''*"*,^  , 
f«rn,...a«d  for  the  respect  '^>^A 
your  reveoue  laws.  But,  sir,  •"•' "  ^i  .^ 
pnjperly  plundered  by  Fraacs,  *J,'"*'^,f«i 
&w!eden.  Will  they  no't,  when  liT.!*"','^.  L  „ 
a  scrupulous  regard  to  you.  i»iA  plif^W" 
France,  a  faith  however  ibiet  k..  ko  "f "^ 
you  seiae,  with  a  few  eicepii«»t>,*"  *°' ^,,1 
turn ;  will  they  noL  1  repeat  it,  «*'«"' j„Bt 
their  cargoes  so  at  to  eacape  ili«  *f'"^,hM 
ofioara?    Have  y«Hii«oappraheaiJ»iW.""" 


linderof  their  property,  la  !««««" 
Btawsl  They  will  think  itb«nl<wi«i 
liens  of  their  property  hart  b«»  '«'• 
ce,  by  Denmark,  and  by  S«d«,  •"»■ 
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they  bKr«  once  iurnt  tha  ad  of  aaiDnliag 
save  tbeir  property  from  leizare  sod  conbcaiti . , 
thvy  will  BriernaiJa  pnclite  ii^  to  avoid  ihe  pay- 
meal  of  duiiei  ?  1  fear  ihai  tbu  ivsieio  will  have 
a  teodeacy  to  corrupt  the  morab  of  vanr  mer- 
cfasDM,  and  from  ihem  it  will  eilend  taroughoat 
the  coaoirf. 

Sir,  I  will  delaio  the  Hoase  but  a  moment 
longer.    Had  this  bill  {[ooe  far  eoough ;  had  [b< 
majority   permitted  amcodmeaiB   wbieh  would 
li«ve  lecured  the  properly  of  your  merebaali  toa 
auffioieot  eiieot,  mucbaa  1  deprecate  ibia  resirie- 
tire  •yeiein,  and  desiroui  ai  I  am  of  embracing 
tbia  favorable  moraem  for  its  repeal,  I  miglil  hare 
been  tempted  to  vote  for  thebill;  aa  it  ia,  I  eaa- 
not  but  oppoae  it. 
.  Mr,  SiKHona  movad  an  adjournment: 
Mr.   BoTL&a  moved   to   aead  for  the  abMoi 
members.    Allhougb  so  maoy  had  deaerted  their 
duty,  he  hoped  ihere  were  iiiil  enough  left  to 
compel  the  BttendiDce  of  the  remaiader. 
Tbe  moiioQ  to  adjourn  wai  loii,  yeas  10. 
The  rootiou  was  tltea  made  to  Mod  for  absent 
membert. 

CoQsiderable  eonrersatioii  took  place  oa  tbe 
'      anbject. 

Mr.  Shilib  eipreaaed  hi*  hope  that  an  adjoarn* 
mem  would  not  take  place  on  any  account.    He 
'       aaw  a  determination  in  the  minority  to  prevent 
i       the  passage  of  the  bill;  and  a«  the  ruin  now 
'       atood,  they  hnd  a  poirer  to  do  it  by  talklog.    In 
thij  state  of  things,  and  ia  tbe  aiiuatioa  in  wbieb 
Ihe   pinoriiy   now  overruled   the    mijority,  it 
was  impariously  required  of  those  who  remiioBd 
at  (heir   post  to  compel  tbe  aiwndanee  of  ab- 
ac D  tee*. 
I  Tbe  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  BuTLaa'a  mo- 

i       tioo,  and  caiiied,  yeas  4L 

At  twaniy  mioutei  past  two,  the  Doorkeeper 
I       was  accordingly  despatched  for  tbe  abseittees. 

A  motion  was  then  mad*  to  adjourn,  yeas  6, 
nays  62. 

At  ten   minutes  past  ibrae  aaothar  member, 
Tilt  Mr.  S^wiSR,  appeared. 
A  qaorum  not  being  presaot— 
A  moiicsD  was  made  to  adjovn. — Lost,  40 
to  IS. 

At  half  pasl  threa  o'clock  a  sail  of  tba  House 
wasordered.  It  appeared  that  there  ware  seventy- 
oDemembusgioctudingihe  Speaker,  wanting  one 
of  a  quorum. 

Hr.  SooTHARO  slated  the  imptobabilliy  of  gel- 
ling a  quorum  to  aitend  to  bosinesa,  and  bis  own 
iaabiliiy  to  remain  longer,  and,  therefore,  moved 
an  adjournment.  . 

Mr.  P.  B.  PoBTBa  seconded  the  motion.  He 
—ii  he  now  saw  the,impo««ibili(y  of  getting  a 
qnoium;  that  wbefwvar  to  addiiiooal  member 
came  in,  a  member  was  detached  from  a  oertaia 
carpi  1q  the  Houm.  ao  aslo  leave  tha  House  con- 
tinually (vaoiing  one  of  a  quorum. 
'  The  uKiiion  was  o^atived,  yeas  29,  nays  31. 

'  Beveval  motion*  were  made  at  diSlirent  timee 

)  for  compnlsory  proseas;  hot  it  was  the  opinion 
I  of  the  SaaakOT  that  ao  such  process  eould  be 
I       iMwduUsaaqMrantwaaprtaML 


Hr.  Samuons  agatB  moved  to  adjourn,  jmrn 
25,  naya  28. 

After  furthfr  ooosideration,  a  motion  to  ad- 
joorn  prevailed,  31  to  S3. 

Tbe  House  adjourned  after  a  most  deaukory 
and  fatigoing  session  of  eighteen  hours,  the  laai 
foor  of  which  a  quorum  wai  not  prpseni,  nor 
could  other  members  be  induced  to  attend. 


WbbkbbiUt,  Febmary  S7.  ' 

Tbe  Hoase  formed  a  qoorom  at  half-past  tea 
o'clock. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  T.  UoDRn,'aDd 
seconded,  ibai  the  Mouse  do  adjourn;  and,  the 
question  being  thereon  lakeo,  it  Was  determined 
ia  the  aegacive — yeas  6,  nays  73. 

A  mcssagefrom  tbe  Sonata  iaformcd  the  House 
that  Ibe  Senate  have  paued  tbe  bill, entitled  "An  ' 

act  for  esiabliihing  Imding-housea  wiih  tbe  In- 
dian Irihea;"  and  the  bill,  euiilled  "Aa  act  to 
erect  a  light-bouse  on  Boon  Island,  in  the  SiaW 
of  Massac  b use tts,  to  place  buoys  off  Cape  Femr 
river,  and  to  erect  a  beacon  at  New  lulet,  in  tha 
State  of  North  Carolina,  and  to  place  buoya  at 
the  enirance  of  the  harbor  of  Edfariown,  and  to 
erect  a  column  of  stone  on  Cape  Elizabeth,  in  the  i 

Slate  of  Massachusetts,"   with  amendments  m  ! 

each;  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johdbon,  the  bills  wera  or-  ! 

dered  to  lie  on  tbe  table. 

COMMERCIAL  INTBRCOimsE. 

Tbe  House  reiumed  the  unfinished  business. 

The  quesiioD  was  taken,  without  debate,  on  the 
6rsl  section  of  the  atnendment  proposed  by  Mr. 
Bppeb,  viz:  "that  which  gae»  lu  authorize  the 
President,  whenever  Qreat  Britain  shall  hava  so 
revoked  or  modified,  dt;.,  to  declare  tbe  fact,  upon 
which  tbe  non-intercourse  shall  cease,"  dtc.— and 
decided  as  follows: 

Ysu- Willis  Alston,  Jan.,  Eukisl  Bacon,  William 
T.  Bary,-Burifg]l  BaaasU,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Oslhoun, 
Lsnfdoo  Cbavea,  Mslthair  Clay,  Johik  Clopton.Janiea 
Coehran,  Richard  Cntta,  Joseph  Dssha,  William  Find- 
Uy,  MasliMk  -Franklin,  Biiullai  Oannelt,  Uideoa 
Oardnar.  Peterson  Oooilwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Jamas 
Hottand,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  M.  JohoMn,  WaHor 
Jones.  Thomai  Kanan,  William  Kennedy,  J<din  Love, 
Aaron  Lyls,  Natbaoial  Maeon,  Samuel  MoEm,  Wil- 
liam MeUnlay,  PleaaanC  M.  HIUm,  Hamad  L.  MitcUB, 
John  MoDlgometv,  NicholM  R.  Moora,  Jeremiah  MMw 
row,  Gordon  8.  Mamlbrd,  TboDas  NewboU,  Thoataa 
Newton,  John  Parlar,  Paler  B.  Porter,  John  R«a  of 
PeniuylTania,  Matthias  Richards,  John  RDan«,Eiaataa 
Root.  John  Rou,  Ebaneier  Sage,  Lemuel  Sawyer, 
Ebeneiei  Ssaiar,  Adam  Sejbert,  Sunuel  Sbaw,  J^n 
8miUe,Gsorge  Stnitb,  BamaelSmilb.RichardStaDfilpd, 
Joho  SUnlej,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy.  Gaorn  M. 
Tronp,  Charles  Turner,  junior,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke, 
Robert  Weakley,  Robert  Whilelull,  aod  Robert  With- 
srspoon — 6G. 

Niia— AUjah  Bigelow,  John  O.  Ohamberlain,  Epa- 

giioditns    ChampiDn,    Martin    Chittenden,    William 
mwfiird,  John  Usvenport,  jan>.  William  Ely,  Janaa 
Bmatt,  Chmtm  Ookkbomi^  Th«aaa  It.  Gold.  WO- 
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JadMH,  jun^  Robert  Jeakini,  Rab«t(  L«  Rof  Living- 
■Um,  Archibeld  McBrrde.  JoDalhiii  O.  Mowiley,  Jo- 
mfb  Teuton,  Bonjamin  rickman,  jpa,  Eliilu  R-  Pot- 
tar,  Jaba  Ruitlalph,  John  Bbet  oC  Tcaneuee,  Jobn  A. 
Bcndiler,  James  Stephenion,  Lenia  B.  Sturira,  Samuel 
T^ggtit,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  ATcbibalJ  Van  Horn. 
KilliiD  K.  Van  ReniMlaer,  Laban  Wheaton,  Eiekiel 
WUtDMn,  Jamea  Wibon,  and  Robiirl  Wrigbl— 36. 

The  qnesiion  tken  recurred  m  the  second  lee- 
tjon  propoted  as  la  mmeadaaeDl,  hy  Mr.  Eppeb, 
vbi:  declaring  ihai, until  the  proclBmaiion  of  the 
Pmideat  deelariiig  the  re*oe>iioi),  the  aon-inur- 
conne  sba)!  be  In  force  in  relation  to  Or»t 
BriuiD. 

On  this  qaestion  the  debate  re-commeneed. 
Hr.  OoLD.— Mr.  Bpeaker,  it  a  period  when 
the  ciTilized  world  is  eon*ulEed  by  eoDtinued 
'wnr,  to  iu  centre  ;  when  ibe  EuropeincooiitieBt 
Ueshibiiiof  the  roarkt  of  rnihless  caa^oest,  ind 
it  threaieoed  wiib  all  that  barbarism,  wiih  wbich 
Atilia,  with  his  invading  horde*,  oTerwhelmed 
the  Roman  world^  it  becomei  Ibe  Councils  of  this 
BBlJon  10  move  witheauiioui  steps  on  the  theatre 
oT  our  foreign  relatioDi;  to  noTe^sir,  wiiba  Sxed 
eye  on  the  great  Uw  of  neDiralitjr,  and  field  an 
implicit  obedience  to  its  high   injanctiuna. 

It  eminently  beeonies.  air,  ibe  QoTemnient  of 
diii  country,  in  all  our  conceina  with  the  btlti^- 
ereot*  of  Burope,  to  carry  an  even  hand,  to  mani- 
ieit  to  both  a  fair,  impariia),  and  equal  conduct. 
Without  Bucb  a  couraa,  tba  conseouencea  to  our 
MBce  and  pruaperity,  from  the  jealousy  and  vio- 
leace  of  warring  nations,  are  ioeriiibte,  and,  with 
il,  ve  can  hardly  promise  our^etvea  exemption 
from  aggressions  and  spotiatioD  ;  sueb  and  so  de- 
atruetive  is  the  spirit  of  the  timet.  Need  I,  air, 
to  eicite  catiiiun  in  Ifgislatioo,  refer  the  House  to 
the  consequences  of  thenoQ-inlercotirseactgOf  the 
IM  of  March,  1809j  for,  huwcver,  free  from  all 
exception  from  the  belligerents  was  that  act,  yet 
France,  in  the  wantonness  of  power,  made  it  the 
pretext  for  the  exercise  of  the  rigocous  right  of 
reprisal  by  an  additional  decree.  wbiEh,  with  the 
preceding,  liave,  like  the  besom  of  destrucUi 
swept  our  property  from  the  ocean. 

It  was  onihai  act,  that  the  Raiobaoillet  deer  , 
«if  the  23d  of  March  la^t,  was  founded  far  its  sole 
jnaliGcaiioo  ;  and  «o  do  the  very  terras  of  the  ds- 
cxe*,  shameful  and  disgraceful  as  it  is,  iaoporL 

lo  reviewieg  the  proceedioga  of  our  Qoverni 
Btnt  under  the  aet  of  the  1st  of  May  last,  (ibe 
act  upon  which  the  President's  proclamaiioo  for 
aBOD4mporiation  with  Qreai  Britain  it  touoded,} 
pvmit  me,  sir,  to  ask  if  the  spirit  of  a  fair  and 
impartial  neairaliiy,  ao  eminently  necessary  in 
the  critical  liiuation  of  the  Uuiied  States,  hai 

C'Sei  our  proceedings  with  the  respeciife  bel- 
irentsl    Br  ibis  aet,  if  either  of  the  betliger- 
cata  rescinded   lis  edicts,  violating  our  neutral 

rights,  ibe  non-intercourse  act  was  to  be  p 

force  against  the  other  refusing  to  rescind:  end 
the  PresideuE,  by  proclamation,  was  to  declare 
'sr  tbia  proriaion,. 
I  proapMlire  tfir 


gagemantfor  a  fact  done;  a  promise  bifs 
furmaace ;  the  fotnre  far  the  iMst,  and  htacto 
have  resulted  our  preacBt  dlfficoliies;  Ibvcrs 
wbich  bear*  so  faai^  upon  the  Ameiicu  jon 
It  is  not,  sir,  my  object  10  impeach  ihf  buf! 
of  the  President  in  this   iH-faied  proeefdH{: 

0  pretume  a  lore  of  conolry  guided  la 
but  it  if  impossible  not  to  see  in  the  mn»ii 
course  indulgent  10  France,  a  conairaciioi  w 
the  leMer  of  the  Duke  de  Cadore,  of  ihf  i.i 
August  last,  (touching  the  revoeaiioe  of  ikr 
crees  of  Berlin  aod  Milan,)  the  most  (urn 
and  advantageous  lo  that  conntry,  aod  ok.' 
tu  Oreat  Briiaia.  For,  air.  notwiihstuJld(:j 
above  piocUiDation,the  DoaDdayiaaiiDW^ 
than  that  those  decrees  are  not  revoked;  wf 
deed,  sir,  will  they,  in  my  omnioa,  ertr  k  n- 
voked  under  the  above  act.     The  uiDori^ 

ir  hopes,  from  the  last  despaiebet  tnia- 
liog  the  offiaial  comma  ni  cat  ion  of  tlH  ti«^ 
tifih  of  December  last,  from  the  Orasd  Jw- 
Massa,  and  th*  Minister  of  Finaace,  OMK.ii^ 
onr  vessela  (with  their  cargoes |  wk*  u* 
ports  of  France  since  the  firsi  of  Notn^i 
riolatioD  of  thestipulatiDo  of  ibeatMrcinr' 
:he  5ib  of  August,  and  of  all  that  is  holdta^ 
jOMog  nations,  may  be  at  some feiore  Js^a* 
some  new  and  emharraisfng  oondiiioai,^ 
from  the  policy  cuT  Nniwteoa,  reiiond  n  ■ 
sofEetiog  citizens.  By  the  lasi  paragra^^* 
above  letter  of  the  Mioisier  of  the  Fiiiks' 
would  tiem  that  the  BntperoraDd  K'^(|^j 
his  eyes  upon  past  eagagemeot%  and  1^* 
that  coocerna  as  lo  the  second  day  <^  i"^' 
when  new  toils  are  to  be  apread,  as  <>  aj'T 
sumed,  for  the  uoauspeciing,  credulous,  wo* 
drug  AmerioBO  merchant  and  navigator,  i^ 
the  mass  of  evidence,  that  the  P*?"****!?!; 
not  revoked — evidence  which  is  i*-'*"J^j,^ 


fers  us  to  the  President's  proclaaiatioii,» 
dstion  fw  oor  faith  io  the  i«p«al  of  'b« '«*■ 
reaton;  ihiais evidence  indeed  of  ibinr"'** 
As  well  might  the  UvmUing  nariB«  >■"'" 
alAaoac  for  the  alaie  of  the  weMber  itw* 
ment  the  pitiless  tempeal  is  beating  «(i?'T 
and  his  vessel  ia  sinking  under  lie skeci" 
elemeot*.    Whatever  ground  of  ^'>f*f'Zj 
Ibe  good  faith  of  Fraoea  eiUtad  ■'^^^ 
issuing  the  procUmaiion.subaequeaitw*  ^ 
removed  ihoee  gmnad*  from  ^''^_^j^ 
btMied  all  our  hopea;  (be  wily  V~^im 
Freich  Court  stand*  eon  fcaaediibeBi)f<* 
but  toehasienj  ha  scdncca  bat  to  dai%^  j^ 

While  the  i»dal»Bi  motm,  ibe  n<<|^^ 
lerprctaiion  of  tbeleUM  of  (^"'^^ji,  ike 
Aagoat  above  amitoaed,  was  adof"  °>^ 
CabiiMl  mwarda  Franoei  was  •*>r",!GMi 
snd  dispoailion  manifealad  ia  ralslii*  "  "^ 
Britain?  ...  ^rtjl 

I  fear,  sir,  this  imit  of  the  caM  *<", '^,( 
bear scTHiiny.  ThattheOpdeniaCwB'l''^^ 
Ihe  doctrine  of  blockade,  were  lb*  ^^^g^ 
act  of  the  Itt  of  May,  in  relation  n  ^'^^^ 
lot  only  the  defaaiea  of  the  petiodi '"'  ** 
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leeiioD  of  evvrr  mrmber  of  Ms  Boose  will  bttr 
mn  out  in  tucftinfr.  That  mere  cruiHing  block- 
&d«B,  and  evtry  other  btoetadc  dm  suppciTt«d  bf 
■  n  aelasl  inresling  force,  is  oawarranied  bj  ifie 
lam  af  nsiJOTis,  is  Hif  dear  conTietion ;  it  is  the 
resuli  of  eiaminaiioQ  and  reflection  on  the  «uh' 
j««t ;  bot  ODfounded  in  public  law  as  is  the  doc- 
trino  act  np  bjr  Omt  Britain, itt  abandonment  or 


old,  under  the' ilireat  of  ■  tpeeifie  altematiTe. 
The  Orders  in  Council  being  removed,  the  block- 
ade of  May  laOtf,  would  have  been  little  more 
than  namtnal  ;  why  tben  was  it  insisted  on  if  in- 
dispemabte.  under  the  above  act?  Thronah  a 
«trani;e  fatality,  lOBietfiioft,  tDconniderable  in  it- 
s*lf,  is  altray*  foand  itt  oar  demands  upon  Qreat 
BritaiD,  to  bar  a  seitlemeni. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  what  ii  ealcntaled  much 
more  to  put  in  jeopardy  the  nentml  character  of 
our  OoveroBient  is  the  bill  on  the  table.  While 
all  is  uncertainty  end  erabarriis>in)entwith  France; 
irblle  her  decrees  rennin  merety  suspended  and 
Dot  reroked  ;  while  your  inerchaats,  trosiin^  to 
tha  plirhted  fallh  of  the  Emperor,  hate  been 
drawn  Tnio  the  French  porta  and  there  betrayed 
and  aacriBeed;  while  commeree  is  bleedlnir  at 
«rery  pore  ander  Ae  mernless  gnripe  of  Napoleon, 
we  are  called  ontofofhrtherto  conciliate  France, 
ahaa  the  was  entitled  lo,  had  she  faithfully  re- 
voked her  decren.  Ihwn  reroking  his  decrees,  the 
Bmperer  was  entiiled  to  hare  the  act  of  the  Ist 
of  May  carried  into  etket  agaian  Qreat  Britain, 
and  4t«  was  etnilled  to  no  more.  Sach,«ir,  in  the 
preaiaa  coaditiofl  imposed  on  the  United  Slates 
fty  tbeletteroftbeDakedeOadore.oftheSthor 
AagoH,  and  ibia  la  the  whole  extent  of  the  re- 

aaireaaeat.  Upon  wbai  ground,  then,  sir  is  it 
lat  we  are  called  an  (o  pass  this  addxianal 
aoD-ifaporuiion  aet  nftiinst  Oreat  BrirainT  If 
Praaee  hat  revoked  her  decrees,  is  not  ■  non-jm- 
portBiioB  with  OrMt  Brilaio  iaeviiabic,  and  does 
It  not  eiitt  7  Bdc  I  will  put  the  key  to  the  door ; 
ktu  not  dJMcrable;  Prance  has  not  revoked, 
and  for  that  cause  anil  that  alme,  has  the  ^xns- 
lion  4ri«ea,  vtiethar  there  be  at  this  time  a  j^l 
aoB-impomiten  wiih  Great  Britain.  If,  sir.  there 
be  any  other  diffienlty.  in  the  wav  of  a  non-im- 
portation  triih  Qmn  Britani ;  if  there  doe«  exist 
aay  other  petiibU  obstacle,  let  the  advtKStes  of 
the  bill  Dame  tbat  obaiMle.  I  make  the  appeal 
to  ({cmlemen,  I  demand  of  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  who  reported  thi«  bill,  wbraod  where- 
fore it  it  preseotBoT  Fnince  has  failed  MrCvobe 
W  daereesi^ad  as  sdeh  revocation  was,  Ander 
<hc  act  o{  tha  ttrat  of  Mffjr,  a  pre-requisile  to  noo- 
inpHtation  with  Ortwt  Britain,  aaeh  tton-impoi^ 
tumn  must  fall,  aaltes  this  adriittenal  act  in  favor 
Af  Fnaae  is  paswd.  This,  «^,  is  the  whole 
*nC''>  'Bd  breadth" of  the  cue;  ^nd  on  no  other 

Sroood  can  this  disastroBs  meaiore  be  ^aeed. 
r  Fraaee  ravoked  her  deereea.  she  wat  eoiflled 
10  a  aoa-tai porta lioa  agatnsl  Qreat  Brittin,  and 
■fsbefailed  Wraveke,  what  T  The  bill  gfves  the 
«aBwer— *b«  is  e^aally  eotitledj  so  that,  dowhlat 
•nwa  Bay  da,  tUa  aad  vaatlM  a  Aon-impotta- 


tJoti  with  Bnffland.  Sacb,  sir,  is  the  logic  of 
yuur  bill;  sncn  the  itnpariiality  towards  the  bd- 
ItKerenls;  such  and  so  barefaced  ihe  subfeisioa 
of  the  great  principle  of  the  act  of  May  last. 

The  principle  of  the  act  of  May  was  jti^  and 
equal;  oUr  offers  to  Great  Britain  and  France 
were  the  same,  and  the  resnlt,  in  case  of  refusal, 
alike  to  both.  France  meiiheoffet  by  thefaiaova 
letter  of  Cadore,  of  the  0th  of  August;  in  whieb, 
with  more  than  conjurer's  skill,  this  disefple  of 
the  Jesoiis  brought  together  and  nniied  both  prea- 
eol  and  fnture;  he  revoked  and  did.  not  revere; 
he' gave  np  the  decree*  and  yet  retained  their  op- 
eration or  effects;  he  made  the  rerocattoo  both 
absolute  and  conditional;  absolute  for  obtaining 
the  President's  proclamation,  conditional  foriba 
purpose  of  elnoing  perfortaanee ;  ahsolole  for 
dratvlns  our  property  within  bis  clutches,  condi- 
tional for  reiatnin;  it,  to  fill  his  coffers  and  fatten 
his  minions;  in  fine,  sir, the  letter  wa«  one  thing, 
or  anoiher  thing,  or  noihiog  at  all,  as  artifice 
miRhi  suggest  or  future  events  render  neecssarf. 

But,  sir,  the  most  copioiis  source  of  error  that 
I  have  witnessed  during  the  various  debates  upoit 
the  proceedings  oader  ibe  act  of  the  Isi  of  Mitf, 
is  found  Id  ibe  extent  of  the  Berlin  aod  Mrlaa 
decrees.  The  gentlemen,  who  have  commenced 
their  career  of  conciiittioB  with  France,  treated 
those  decrees  as  operating  only  on  (be  narroir 
ground  of  direct  commerce  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Brittia  and  on  our  ven>els  to 
inber  porrs  which  have  submitted  to  BriilA 
search;  hence  the  effort  lo  justify  the  fate  seJEdrca 
of  our  vessels  in  France,  upon  grounds  eoasisient 
with  Ihe  repeal  of  these  decrees^  as  being  laden 
with  British  colonial  produce,  &«.  But,  sir,  thb 
cannot  avail  or  gire  the  least  color  to  Ihe  prrienev 
of  a  repeal. 

The  Berlin  decree  (that  decree  which  emamt- 
ted  from  the  French  Emperor  at  the  capital  of 
prostrate  Prussia,  when  be  sat  like  Marius  over 
the  rants  of  Carifaage}  contaiDs  ten  distinct  art[- 
eles;  the  eth  and  7i1i  prohibit  all  trade  in  Britisfa 
merchandise,  and,  the  more  effectually  to  doae 
all  Ihe  avenues  lo  the  Continent,  exclude  from  the 
coniineoial  ports  alt  vessels  coraing  from  Great 
Britain  or  her  eolooiea,  or  tbat  Fhafl  have  risited 
(he  colonies  after  the  dale  of  the  decree.  Tto 
Duke  de  Cadore.  by  the  above  letter  of  the  5lh 
of  Aagusi,  pledged  the  Emperor,  his  master,  far 
the  entire  repeal  of  this  decree  without  any  rea- 
emiioo.  Had  this  pledge  been  failhfolly  r^ 
deemed ;  bnd  sttch  repeal  been  had  with  gooi 
faith,  It  woald  have  subvened  the  winle  conij- 
nental  system  and  removed  all  difficulty  both  be- 
tween tbeUnftedStates  and  France,  and  between 
us  and  Oreat  Britain,  as  it  must  have  prodnced  Iha 
actual  result  required  by  Great  Biitain,  in  restor- 
iafthe  commneeof  the  wortd  (o  that  state  it  was 
in  at  the  promulgation  of  the  decrees.  Alihot^li 
the  above  decrees  partake  of  municipal  as  wall 
aa  exiemal  regulation,  yet  the  French  Bmperor, 
foreseeing  that  Qmt  Briiara  wontd  not  relii^ 
flOish  the  ground  taken  while  the  continental  sy*- 
tam.so  hostile  to  her  commercial  inieresis,  waa 
ctHHiBoed,  and  yieMfng  for  a  uofieit^'aa  ft  xop^ 
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soMd,  to  the  groani  of  iDbjggated  ftiate^  *lipi>- 
Uted  Ij  ibe  above  leiier  for  a  idinquithmeiit  of 
bu*r*«tli  bj  BO  CDlire  rrprtl  of  liiose  decreet. 
Lei  me  repeal,  lir,  bid  Praoce  prored  faiihrDl  to 
bei  eogsgementi,  ihe  Uoilcd  Slate*  would  aiihii 
■noinent  DRTe  bad  a  prtuperoui  cemmeree  wi[li 
Eotope,  and  ibe  preseDt  ilate  of  ihingi  is  fairlr 
imputable  la  ibe  Emperor,  wiib  wboro  tfaat  bill 
OD  four  table  inTlteaui  to  proclaim  "all  ia  well." 
I  look  about  me,  «ir,  with  vmoiiom  of  eoouera 
and  anxiety  to  find  a  ground  on  which  to  jaKtifr 
the  course  adopted  bf  ibia  bill  lowardi  the  bel- 
ligereois.  Tba  peace,  the  reputaiioo,  aod  llbaor 
ofmf  countrjr  is  concerned.  While  tbegreai  prio- 
ciplef  of  justice  and  fair  neuiraliif  iball  be  out 
laodmark)  aud  guide,  come  what  may,  fall  wbea 
we  may,  Ke  iball  aland  justified  lo  the  world, 
and  what  ia  of  more  conaequeoce,  we  >ball  bare 
the  sap  port  of  our  own  coniciences;  the  sweet 
•ad  contoliag  reflection,  that  we  aland  clear  of 
faalt  and  deserre  a  belKr  fate.  This  bill  will  not 
give  the  United  States  this  high  and  euTiable 

If  our  Army  and  Navy  it  Dot  so  gicst  a«  thoK 
of  our  enemy,  oar  reasons  ought  to  be  at  least  as 
good,  and  our  caoae  as  juti.  This  high  ground 
of  justice  and  neutraliiy  isaboni  being  giTen  up 
by  this  measure,  and  France  is  lo  be  leleoted  for 
our  friend,  and  Bngland  marked  aa  an  enemy, 
while  Ibe  former  baa  never  ceased  lo  this  day  to 
Tiolale  our  neutral  righta  to  the  ezteai  of  her 
power;  to  outrage  all  that  i*  reapecled  among 
eifilized  nations. 

It  was  not  sufficient  for  the  Emperor  lo  wi 
bold  the  revocation  of  hia  decrets,  but  iosultis 
added  to  injury  ;  iheUoiled  States  must  acknowl- 
edge them  set  tea  the  a(^gteaior  in  all  tbiogs  and 
submit  10  hi*  correction.  This  QovernmeDi, 
wbose  only  fault  was  in  too  long  suffering,  justly 
required,  by  ibe  above  act  of  the  first  of  May,  the 
repeal  of  tuoae  unlawful  edicts  lo  precede  any 
atep  OD  iha  part  of  this couDtry;  bui  the  Emperor 
baa  reversed  all,  requiring  our  non-imporiaiioo 
with  Greal  Britain  to  hi  acioalty  carried  ioto  ef- 
fect previously  to  a  rerocaiioD  of  his  decrees,  or 
even  a  realoration  of  our  -properly  aeized  aince 
tb*  first  of  Norember.  Such,  sir,  is  the  iasulti 
course  prescribed  by  lh«  above  commiuieati 
of  Ihe  Oraod  Judge,  Massa.  Tbe  Emperor  ro- 
^vires  the  submission,  and,  by  this  act,  (which 
enacts  an  immediate  noo-iniercourse  with  Oreai 
Britain,  without  regard  to  the  fact  whether  Franoe 
baa  or  has  not  repnied  her  decrees)  yon  comply. 

Wiib  wttai  embarraumenl  and  coafusioa  will 
ibe  American  Minister  at  the  Court  of  Su  James' 
preteni  this  act,  which  violates  the  sacred  pledge 
given  to  that  Court,  in  a  communication  lo  Mar- 
quis Wellesley  made  by  Mr.  Pinkoey  oa  ibe 
10th  of  December  last  (page  29  ot  last  message 
mod  documents  from  the  Presidenl.) 

In  ibat  letter  our  Mioiiler  preaeuts  the  United 
Slates  aa  impartial  and  just  in  requiring  from 
Prance  an  actual  revocation  of  hei  decreea,  be- 
fore kbe  could  be  enliUed  to  a  nou-imporiation 
against  Great  Biilain.  His  re[)reseniaituiis  and 
Mavrfscei  of  ibis  uiwlmkeo  disppsiiioii  of  oar 


Qevernment  are  strong ;  his  Uoguage  ia  eapha- 
"to  pnl  ihe  law  uf  nOD-imiiortntioo  before 
refeeatioo  of  the  edicts,  was  impoasible." 
Why  will  yon.  ■ir,give  that  Coorttach  ■irioaapb, 
and  your  Minister  such  moitiScaiioB,  aa  most  ea- 
ue  npon  a  communicaliDn  of  this  act? 

It  only  remaiDs,  sdr,  for  me  to  regrot  tbe  nece*- 
ily,  which  this  hill  hai  imposed  oo  me,  lo  intro- 
luoe  so  often  Great  Britain  and  France,  aad  lo 
peak  of  their  relative  conduct  to  wants  ihtsnwi- 
try.  It  would  have  given  me  mueb  pleasareto 
aToid  a  coarse  of  obseivation  which  cannM  bS 
to  be  mi^re presented,  and  ezpoae  to  impuialisM 
of  foreign  predilections.  But,  sir,  the  act  of  ike  1st 
of  May,  and  tbe  bill  on  your  table,  rradered  ihc 
discuuioo  of  the  relative  conduct  of  the  belli^ 
enli  indispensable.  -  In  opposing  this  bill,  (which 
gives  10  Fiaoce  friendly  intercourse,  aiHl  loGrm 
Britain  hostile  non-importaiion)  1  bare  been  con- 
strained to  ciDVasf  the  reason  for  socb  a  pn- 
fereaee;  and  lo  demand  why  you  depan  fram  tbe 
course  of  equal  and  impartial  reaisiaace  to  both 
tbe  belligerents,  as  long  as  tbey  eoDtiniK  wiiboH 
a  change  of  measurea  lo  violate  oar  rights: 

Mr.  GiioLaoa  next  spoke  on  the  opposiR  tide 
of  the  qiiesiioo.  He  repelled  (be  atseruoas  and 
argument  of  these  who  had  endearated  to  fei- 
suade  the  House  lo  consent  to  a  breach  of  ib« 
plighted  faith  of  the  nation,  under  an  aUegel 
non^perfotmance  of  her  share  of  iha  engageneat 
on  the  part  of  France.  He  examined  tbe  soljeeC 
analyiieally,  and  quoted  the  letters  of  ibe  Dakei 
ofMassaand  Gaeie  an  evidence  of  a  revoeatioft, 
ofsueb  a  nature  as  would  not  hare  born  qae» 
lioned.  bad  ibey  proceeded  from  aaotfacr  qnartct. 
If  Ihe  law  of  May  last  was  to  be  carried  into  ef- 
fect, this  section  ought  lobe  pasaed  to  remove 
all  doubt  or  unceriaialy  aa  to  ita  operaiioa,  Ac 
Mr.  Oddlboh  spoke  I  wo  bour& 

Mr.  PuHBON.— It  is  bat  seldom,  Mr-  Speaker, 
I  addressyon,  especially  on  subjecta  of  tbe  aatore 
and  imporiaacB  of  that  which  la  now  nnder  dia- 
cusioo.  Perhaps  on  this  aeeonnt,  I  may  not  be 
tbeleaaeoiiiledioyonr  iaditlgenee and  tbealtm- 
lion  of  ibis  nsiembly. 

I  am  not  to  rain,  as  to  indub^  tbe  hope  of  beiitg 
able  to  cast  much  additiooal  light  on  tbe  uMne*- 
loos  subject  before  as;  and, from  ibe  Mdieaiiona, 
which  are  but  too  {>UJoly  pereeiwd,  of  the  de- 
lermioatioo  of  a  majority  of  thia  Houae,  to  poM 
ibis  bill  with  all  its  iaperfceiioaa  on  its  bead,/ 
despair  of  obtaining  wttbin  tfacoe  waU*  a  siofH 
convert  to  my  opinioo  ;  but,  air,  the  fcigb  inpert- 
oni  voice  of  duly  aammons  me  le  aa  exertion, 
and  fur  my  eouoiry,  my  cooaiitueeti^  aad  aqraeLT, 
I  am  bound  to  obey.  I  enbraoe  tba  prexnt  ■>»• 
meni  with  more  eheerfalne**  than  I  shonid  hnve 
done  any  preceding  period  of  the  detate,  beennae 
I  feel  no  artificial  warmth,  no  excitation,  except 
tbai  which  flowa  immediately  from  the  subiecL 
My  feelings, naturally  ardea I, bate, ii is  tme,  beea 
much  quiokeoad  ai  various  sisgesof  thia  discat- 
sion,  and  sir,  lam  much  indebted  to  Ibe  gcaiJe- 
man  from  Virginia  (Mr.  GBOt.ooit)  who  last  a<- 
dreated  you,  fur  baviog  aided  nic  naueh  ia  rMrm- 
ing  that  MqtPf  i  at  mini  wbiab  akme  oi^  to  be 
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manifiMted  in  our  ddiberatioDs.  Tbe  'oilm,  dia- 
passion»le,  and  nnHuuming  iddmt  of  thai  fen- 
ileman  (Mr.  O.)  dsMiret  my  apprabaiioii,  and  I 
give  it  freely  ;  but  ■■  for  the  tniih  of  his  pre- 
mises, the  RouedDCBi  of  bia  loeic,  and  correctnCH 
or  his  eoneluiions,  they  are  left  to  th«  aaneiion  of 
thos«  vhose  petceptioai  are  very  difierent  from 
mine.  In  ibe  eooriieor  iny  remarks,  some  of  ttte 
most  prominent  otMerTaiiooi  of  that  sentleraaa 
•vfiU  aoi  exape  my  ooiiee. 

Mr.  Speaker,  no  naiion  cao  be  great,  prospe- 
rous, and  happy,  or,  if  it  is,  can  eoniinue  that 
greatacaE,  prosperity,  and  happiness  Ions,  on  lets 
It  is  goTerned  and  directed  by  the  souaa  princi- 
ples of  justice,  honor,  and  iropartiility  ;  and  more 
eGpeeiAllv,  should  those  nrinciples  be  regarded  in' 
m  rlepublic,  nhosa  very  base  ii  Tirl<ie,and  whose 
support  is  the  aid  and  approbation  of  hon«it  and 
honorable  men.  TbeinManl  this  foundaiioo  and 
this  support  is  torn  away,  the  superstracture  crum- 
bles in  to  ruins;  the  elegant  fabrfeoftiberty  is  seen 
no  more;  anarchy  with  all  its  deformities,  or  des' 
poiism  with  all  its  horrors,  raise  their  hideous 
crest,  pall  down  the  temple  of  liberty  and  give 
chains' to  its  roiaries.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  Mr.  Spea- 
ker, that  Ibis  Htata  of  things  will  not  be  the  result 
of  the  present  meaaiiTe  ;  but,  wlien  connected  wrib 
the  proceedings  of  this  Ghivernrtieni  for  sereral 
yeBnpasi,acd  pariicDlarly  with  something  which 
has  been  lately  dooe,  bot  which  I  am  not  at  lib- 
erty ID  name,  my  mind  is  filled  with  dreadful  fore- 
bodings of  oor  fate,  and  no  slight  appreheosiona 
for  the  character  of  the  nation,  and  toe  besiinler- 
esla  of  the  people. 

Being  opposed  to  the  prinei|iles  of  this  bill,  and 
having  no  eonSdence  in  the  reasons  or  pretences 
by  which  it  is  attempted  to  bs  jnstiflcd,  1  shall 
not  tfnuble  you  with  an  eiposiliou  of  iia  particu- 
lar details,  ho  werernorel,  arbitrary,  and  impolitic 
tbey  may  appear.  Thebill  proposes  substantially 
ft  reriral  of  that  system  of  commercial  reslrie- 
tions,  under  which  the  people  of  our  country  hare 
so  long  and  sererely  suffered.  It  substantially 
denies  all  iniercoiirBe  with  Qreat  Britain  and  her 
colonies,  by  excluding  from  our  ports  British  res- 
■els  of  arery  description,  and  the  products  and 
manofactures  of  that  nattoo  of  every  kind,  and  to 
wbomsoever  they  belong ;  while  at  the  same  time, 
every  possible  indulgeuce  is  granted  to  Francs — 
her  vessels,  armed  and  unarmed,  her  prodnclsand 
those  of  the  nations  which  she  has  subjugated, 
find  no  restraint  from  us.  Here  let  me  remark, 
that  to  those  two  cooiending  Powers,  whenever 
tbeir  rateresi,  or  the  interests  of  either  of  them 
come  in  eontact  with  the  inlerests'of  my  own 
country,  I  feel  no  preference,  I  make  no  discrim- 
ination ;  my  first  best  wishes  ever  are  at  home. 
I  now  solemnly  appeal  to  gentlemen,  why  shall 
we, at  this  oiomeni,  make  this  marked  dislinctionl 
Why  shall  we  take  this  hostile  atliiade  agaiosi 
Oreat  Britain,  and  open  our  arms  to  the  embrace 
ofFrancel  When,  by  doing  so,  we  mnsi  inevi- 
tably afflict  otirown  people,  and  depart  from  that 
ebaraeter  of  neutrality,  wbich  has  been  tbe  alleged 
boisi  of  the  present  and  hte  Administration  ;  and 
which  alone  has  afforded  iltoae  in  power  an  eul- 


ogy wilb  the  psople  for  tiMjae  wild  schemes  of 
policy,  with  which  their  course  has  been  but  too 
plainly  marked,  and  that  aoeumulated  distrsas 
which  every  man  baa  seen,  and  every  honest  man 
has  felt  1  Can  it  be  beeanae  Bonaparte  hat  said^ 
he  loves  the  Americans  1  t,  sir,  know  no  other 
cause.  I  know  it  hat  been  said  on  this  Hoor.aa^' 
said  too  by  the  honorable  gentleman  who  reporleil 
this  bill,  and  bis  honorable  colleague,  (Mr.  Qboi^  - 
eon)  thai  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  are  re- 
voked ;  and,  in  compliance  with  the  law  of  the  - 
late  session  of  Congress,  the  faith  of  this  natioM>' 
is  pledged  to  Bonaparte,  for  the  due  exeeniioB  of 
thailawagainsiar^atBricain.  To  [hose  opinions 
my  understanding  cannot  assent — the  obligation 
to  Bonaparte  1  neither  feel  Dor  believe.  Thai 
none  such  exist  will  not,'in  my  opinion,  be  diffi- 
cult to  prove.     For  a  fair  understanding  of  Ibis 


question,  it  becomes  necessary  to  apply  to  tbe  law 
of  May,  1810.  On  that  law  and  the  proceedings 
which    have  been  subseqoenlly  adopted  by  tttta 


Qovernment  and  France,  most  the  propriety  of 
the  present  measures  be  jasiifled  or  condemned. 
The  act  alluded  to,  in  substance,  declares;  "That 
in  cRseeitherQreat  Britain  or  France  shall,  befora 
the  3d  day  of  March  neil,  so  revoke  or  modify 
her  edict*,  (hit  they  shall  ceaaa  to  violate  theoeti- 
tral  commerce  of  the  United  States,  which  fact 
the  President  of  the  United  Stales  shall  deelara 
by  nroelamation,  and  if  the  other  nation  shall  not, 
within  three  months  thereafter,  so  revoke  or  mod- 
ify her  edicts  in  like  manner,  the  restrictive  prt»- 
visions  of  the  law  of  1809  are  to  be  revived  add 
have  full  force  and  effect  against  the  nation  so 
refasing  or  neglecting  to  revoke  or  modify,"  Aa, 
and  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  act,  are  from 
the  dale  of  saeh  proclamation,  to  cease  and  be  dis- 
eoDtinued  in  relation  to  the  nation  revoking  or 
modifying  her  decrees  in  the  manner  aforesaid. 

The  emphatic  words  of  this  law  are,  so  revoke 
or  modify,  as  that  tbe;  cease  to  violate,  &c.  Here  , 
is  a  positive,  unconditional,  indispensable  {)rer^ 
quisite,  to  be  complied  with  before  the  President 
was  authorised  lo  exercise  the  power  given  to 
him  ;  a  specific  fact  was  to  exist,  and  he  was  em- 
powered simply  to  maks  its  existence  known  lo 
the  nation  ;  no  discretion  was  allowed  ;  nothii^ 
leA  to  doubtful  construction — no  conditional  proiu- 
issory  note  of  a  perfidious  agent,  of  a  mare  par- 
Bdious  masier,  was  contemplaied  by  the  law.  The 
great  question  now  is,  does  the  fact  on  which  tbe 
proctainaiion  was  alone  fo  issue,  and  on  whiob 
Its  legitimacy  solely  depends,  exist,  or  does  it  doI? 
The  very  doubt  ougbi  to  decide  tbe  fjupstion— 
the  burden  of  proof  unigu  est  ion  ably  ought  to  rest 
on  those  who  call  on  us  to  pass  this  law;  and  ia 
their  own  litnguage,  execute  the  contract,  and 
violate  not  the  faith  so  solemnly  pligbted  to  "  Na- 
poleon the  Great"— linfortnnately  the  evidence  an 
which  they  rely  disproves  the  fact,  and  we  are 
enabled  to  do  whatcan  seldom  be  done,  and  ought 
never  lo  be  required — prove  a  negative. 

The  letter  of  the  Duke  de  Cedore,  of  the  fith 
August,  ISIO,  the  proelaraaiion  of  the  2d  of  No- 
vember, and  Mr,  Pinkoey's  diplomatic  special 
pleading  in  his  ielier  to  the  Saereiafr  of  &la(«,  of 
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tbe  Iflih'of  Decembrr,  coniiituie  ibe  whole  bur- 
jeo  of  proof  upon  wbieh  the  ttdTocalesofthU  bill 
rest  (beir  defeiwe,  end  the  evidence  of  ihe  fsct. 
«D  wbtefa  alone  it  eao  be  juiiified.  \  bave  siatea 
Ifae  law.  and  Tvbat  1  conceire  to  be  it«  oblif^tioDi 
OD  ibe  PmideoC  and  ODrwlTes.  It  nill  nsw  be 
proper  lo  lake  a  correct  view  of  this  fa luo in  letter 
oftWDucde  Cedoreof  Ibe  5ib  August,  Ibis  boD- 
ied  cbarm,  wbich  bai  srdueed  ua  ioia  «  laba- 
ryntb,  froDi  wboie  gloomy  cell*  and  devioue 
Winilings  we  are,  1  fear,  ddi  rood  io  be  extricated. 
Thii  letter,  which  coQiaina  but  one  Ben le nee  of 
plain  irutb,  vii:  "Thai  the  Emperor  applauded 
the  ^nerel  embargo  lard  b;  tbe  Uniied  Siatcs"— 
after  BMening  ibe  moai  palpable  falsehood,  by 
denyJDZ  ihai  the  Emperor  had  knowledge  of  oifr 
law  of  March,  1809,  until  very  lately,  and  juttifjr- 
log  the  seizure  and  coDdeniDation  of  all  Ameri- 
icao  properly  wbicb  bad  entered,  not  only  the 

Eorit  of  France,  but  tboac  of  Spain,  Naples  and 
[oUand,  dating  fron^  the  20(b  of  May,  1809;  and 
declaring  ifait  reprii^al  wan  a  rigbl  commBoded 
by  thedigoiiy  orFraDce,acircumstaDeeoD  which 
it  wan  impoaeibleiomakeBcompromice — ibeli 
ptoceedi:  "NowCoDgreuretrscetheiTsieps,tIiey 
'  reroke  the  act  of  the  Sret  of  March,  ihe  ports  of 
'America  are  open  Io  French  commerce,  and 
<  France  is  no  longer  ioierdicted  to  ibe  Ameri- 
'  «aiit.  Io  ihoit  CoDgreis  engages  to  oppose 
'to  that  one  of  the  belligerent  Powen,  which 
*  ibould  reftiBa  to  acknowledgie  the  righti  of  neu 
'  trals.  In  this  new  lUte  of  ibiogs,  I  am  auihoi 
'  ized  la  declare  io  you,  sir,  that  the  ikcreei  of  Bei 
'  lin  and  Milan  are  reToked,  and  ibat  after  ihe  Srsi 
'of  November  they  will  cease  to  have  eSeci; 
'  ii  being  under«ioi>d.  that  in  eoDsequence,  of  tbii 
'  declaratiuD,  (remark,  Mr.  Speakef,  this  declara- 
'  lion,  no(  tbii  fact,)  the  Englith  sball  revoke 
'   '     t  Orders  in  Council,  aad 


'  principles  of  blockade,  wbieb  they  have  wished 
'to  establish,  or  ibat  ibe  United  Slates,  cunfur- 
'  mable  to  the  act  yau  hare  jutt  commiinicaied, 
'  shall  causa  their  rights  to  be  respected  by  ibe 
'  Eoglish" — then  follow*  in  sweet  aceenis  H] 
Uajesty's  dedaration  of  lara  for  the  Amerteam 
hi>.8oliciiiide  for  our  ]»OEperity,  and  the  glory  of 
FrtBce. 

This  is  the  gilded  pill,  ia  which  Urka  a  most 
deadly  venom,  and  which  if  we  swallow,  I  fear 
alJ  the  political  ijuackery  of  ibe  nation  cannot 
M*eua.  On  ibis  letter,  gen tlem en  rely  for  the 
terocaiion  of  the  Freech  edicts,  and  the  freedom 
of  our  commerce  wiib  France.  Allowing  the 
Dosl  favorable  coititruoiton  to  ibis  letter  and  ab- 
alracting  it  from  circumstances,  and  facts  both 
before  and  after  its  dale,  it  will  not  bear  gentlemen 
DUl  in  their  conclusion;. it  does  not  satisfy  your 
law,  and  did  not  warrant  the  state  of  things  which 
has  been  and  ia  about  tobe  productti.  Instead 
of  an  existing  "and  determined  fact,  we  have  a 
promise,  and  that  loo  clt^ged  with  conditions, 
which  it  was  well  known  to  (he  Emperor  would 
not  or  could  not  be  complied  viih  to  the  extent 
.n^airedby  bim.  The  conditions  which  depended 
oaQieat Britain, bekoew.  never  would  be  yielded, 
and  Uwi  wbicb  d^adsii  ob  oyrselvea  wu  Botli- 


iag  short  of  war  wiili  Rvghnd  orom«n< 
xens,  by  opfU'esaing  tbem  with  *  pttptia, 
bargo.  Instead  of  bd  aDtbeniieated  ici&'i 
cation,  bearing  ilie  »utbortiy  of  the  nMu.i 
law  or  edict  oi  the  French  Empire,  itg 
n«(bing  but  a  letter  froqi  theageBiof  iki 
eronuni,  and  which  the  £mpt(oi  guyii.i 
at  pleasure — as  irae'done  in  thecair  of^il 
iaier  of  Marine-,  in  his  ezplanaijoei  lo  Gn 
Armstrong  of  the  ioieuded  opera liuo  of  ibtiki 
decree — inatead  o€  rhe  reatorauoB  of  iJiriM 
amount  of  American  property,  of  whicb  ti:. 
izens  beve  been  mOBi  cruelly  and  dbjdiiI|u 
by  (bis  fell  moaaler  of  the  age— anil  ti,-: 
President  declared,  I  brough  the  SecreurTb':. 
in  letters  to  Qen«ral  Armairongof  ibi&ki-. 
and  July,  must  precede  ao  arrsogeow' 
France,  and  was  ao  rodispeDsabte  eTidMui.i 
just  purpose  of  Ffance  towards  the  Vniuii--. 
instead  of  having  forty  or  fifty  laiilioBin; 
our  properly  restored,  we  are  vauntiiiflTat' 
the  property  waa  confiscated  as  a  iD«»«fr(' 
prisal,  ibat  the  principles  of  reprisal  mm' > 
law  in  ibat  affair,  and  that  a  cotaproaua n. 
be  incoBSJBient  wilb  tb«  dignify  of  Frur* 
plain  Eoglish  of  which  ia,  we  have  tli(|*- 
and  we  will  keep  it.  Mr.  Speaker, >» «:> 
thoseraused?  Common honorandmBa" 
revolt  at  tbe  idea. ' 

An  honorable  ffenilenwn  from  ScKiiiCins 
(Mr.  Cbives,)  whom  I  am  very  mad  «« 
LO  respeot,  in  an  ingenious  arguoenKKii 
made  the  other  day,  to  prove  iliil  i^r!^* 
cMes  were  revoked,  told  you  that  ''''**'J 
of  those  decrees  dependea  on  the  inert**"* 
tbe  mind  of  ib«  Emperor ;  not  requinUi^ 
lication  or  form;  and  although  tbty  a^* 
vired  the  next  momeot,  or  subaiiwifll  |f «"  ' 
resolatiODs  equally  afleetios  ourotvlmr^-' 
still  Ibey   were   revoked.      Thus  tllnbiiii!" 
authsrliy  to  Bonaparte,  descripii« of '«'* 
ofiheGodof  nature— when  he  swd  Ifii"' 
light  and  there  was  light.    And  in  fW  <■ 
gentleman  from  MassachuMiis,  (.}i'-'*"r. 
Who  contended  that  form  was  esieeusl  it^  W' 
pwl  sf  a  decree,  he  remarked  thU  ^'  f^~Z 
wanted>rwandBoianlHiance.  f"WjM«" 
of  reasoning,  1  ceneei »e  the  geDtleMo^'T, 
led,  that  this  pretended  '<'«•'"*, "/,!jk 
fovm  nor  Mibsiance.    An  edict  ni»I  <*  "^ 
be,  a  law  promulgated  io  such  form  ""J"^^. 
imiotu  of  the  country  require,  or  "'■'^  ^ 
ereifio  auihoriiy,  which  has  gone  ''^J^ 
iblisbed  forais  of  oBice,soa«iob(«w"^ 
/.    The  ^icu of  France  isreiDfpv 
foKo,  their  BUibority  is  attested  by  "'^^^  ■ 
and  publicity  is  given,  for  the  '[''^'^.(^  si'!  ( 
whoae  duly  it  is  to  carry  ibetn  '"'•^^dii 
the  decree  of  tbe  most  abwluie  moiw"   jj,„ 
decree  till  il  is  published.    J,l"*^,t* 
a/ioR  or  modification  of  an  dit^"J^;   i 
same  or  equal  solemnities  wiib  ^^    j-iuri   .' 
ibe/oc*  rowt  exist  atid  be  offi«i«r  "•^^'^a 
before  il  becomes  obligalory-Bo<i<'«'"'J„B. 
loieoiion  toreveka,  cboo<mis<'1<>i^^^,,,^ 
«a|i«(.  The  act  ought  not  coir  10  "*" 
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mud  nnUn,biHMiavepuU«:i>riailieBl4aaiioa,«ad 
capaola  of  be'iag  conmunioiMd  to  lb«  uatioa  Bud 
the  wvM. 

Tliia  opiaion,  ifil  Deediaaihorily,  ii  supparted 
bf  Ibe  ia«Ui»ciioDi  of  tbe  Scotaurf  of  Siaie  to 
onr  Minislera  al  P«rii  Knd  London,  of  the  5tb 
July-  Mr.  Piakoey  is  directed  Id  ibeu  word* — 
"  If  ilie  Britiih  OuTerDraeot  should  accede  to  ihe 
'  overture  eoUaioed  in  ihe  act  of  Congreis,  by  re- 
'  pealiog  ot  lo  modifying  iu  edici^  m  that  tbev 
'will  cease  lo  riolaie  our  neuiral  righis,  you  will 
'iransinil  the  repeal,  properly  autbealioaled,  to 
' General  Armsiroag,  aed  if  Deoesury,  by  aapecial 
'  meB!ten]i«r,  aod  you  will  baiten  la  tcaiiKnii  it  also 
.  'to  ihis  DaMrlment — BimilacdirecliootKregireD 
'  to  GreDerml  Atiosirong." 

Wilt  it  for  a  raomcot  be  eoDiended,  ibai  the 
{aimalattllunlicatvm  wqaired  by  the  AdtDiaidra- 
tion,  could  mtaa  a  Jesaiiicali  ioaolenl, equiYoeel, 
cooditional  teller,  full  of  touad,  and  meaniaK  eo- 
ttiiiig  fnrourgoodi  Bat, targeotlrraeD.ibe Pres- 
ident receiredtbaerideDce  and  iuued  bis  proela- 
matioD.    This  isirii«;  bu^  whybai  lia  fooe.so, 
and  bow- jiMtiSed  by  Ibe  law  under  which  aleoe 
lia  was  autborized  lo  act,  is,  to  my  niad,  (wrfect- 
.  ly   iaexplieablti i  why,  in  ih«  enurse  of  this  ar- 
,  tan^aent  wtih  Fraaee,  he  bai  varied  Uw  froiind 
istiKb  he  first  Mnti — why  diipeuted  with  re^tiis- 
ile*  at  one  tine  declared  tDdispfonble— why  be 
,  advanesd  in  czaetiOBe  fratn.OM8i  Briiaia  in  pto- 
'.  portioD  as  he  receded  (torn  desatida  on  FM^ce, 
'  IS  tefl  for  hioiself  Bod  those  who  Iwre  more  wis- 
dom tban  mfNlf,  to  dettrnioe.   IirBsi,sir,  Iluve 
'  a  proper  share  of  confideace  in  the  Kicaulire, 
,  and  have  nodisfWsitioB  lodeiNol  fran  bisaieiit; 
,  bai  be  is  ottly  man,  and  iherefote  sal^ect  to  the 
;   fniliias  man  is  heir  to.    We  have  w  yet  no  such 
maxim  amoog  us,  a*  tlut  (be  £xeautire  ii  iafal- 
'   lible— beoBD  do  DO  wroBK.  Whatever  may  Itethe 
'   disposition  of  other  geBiiemen,  I  am  ac  yet  Mm 
fre<>.  100  much  of  a  (ceonioe  RtpulUiotai  to  aaib- 
scrioe  to  au«h  a  dodrine.   I  said,  sir,  that  in  the 
oourse  of  ibis  arrangenwnt  with  Franoe,  the  ad- 
ministraiiM)  sdvaBced  in  their  demaods  ob  Great 
Bfiiain  aod  reeedad  aa  to  Franoe. 

i  argue  from  the  docutoenia,  which  Moempa- 
ni«d  the  FresideniL'a  M<ss«(e  at  ihe  onMtpig  of 
the  present  session  of  Coofcress.    The  firat  letter 
in  the  deeuneal*. from  the  Secretary  of  State. lo 
Mr.  Pinkacy,  of  the  S(kb  January.  1810,  docs  not 
coBiain  a  word  on  the  subjeei  m  l>h)cksdes— on 
Ihe  coniraiy,  the  Order*  in  Csuaoit  are  atone  re- 
quired to  be  repealed,  as  prepanatoiy  to  a  treaty 
with  Qreat  Britain;  and  the  Brtiuth  Qoreraiitent 
•reBUiiredof  ibecHdialdispoaitioD  ''of  the  Pre*- 
'  ideal  to  eierciie  any  power  with  whicii  be  may 
'  be  invested,  in  put  an  ead  la  acu  of  Congress. 
which  weald  not  he  resorted  to  but  for  the  Orders 
'  in  Gonacil,  and  at  tlie  same  lime  of  hii  determi- 
nation  lo  put  them  in  force  againit  France,  to 
caw  bei  decrees  ebould  not  also  be  repealed." 
His  letter  of  the  4tb  of  Msy,  which  was  ihe 
DIM  after  passiag  the  act  of  the  in  a^  Uar  last, 
' '  thatencloMed  a  copy  of  ihatael,  ianot  published. 
I     Oa  ifae  a^J  uf  May,  another  letter  is  eenl  en- 
I    olmiag  a  saooad  oopji  of  the  Ml  of  CoagnH,  ta 


wbich  there  is  ant  to  be  found  any  reqtisiiion  ef 
a  repeal  of  the  hloctude  wbich  m  now  luide  a 
une  9ua  nos  lo  an  arranitemeat  with  Qreat  Brit- 
ain. But  on  the  2d  of  July,  after  ihe  arrival  of 
the  John  Adams,  which  brttugbt  the  correspoa- 
dence  between  our  M.inisters  at  Paris  and  Lob- 
don,  and  ihe  Agenia  of  the  Briiiah  asd  Frenoh 
Ooveinments,  on  the  sut^eei  of  the  repeal  of  their 
several  orderi  and  decrees ;  and.  when  it  was 
known  itMt  the  British  Goveronieni  would  MI 
abandon  her  system  of  blockade  end  ado^t  the 
principles  cDaiend«iJ  for  by  France — in  this  Ut- 
ter, 1  say,  ia  coBiained  not  only  a  demand  of  tlie 
repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  but  also  of  the 
blockading  order  of  May,  1306.  I  have  alreadf 
shown,  from  the  tellers  t>efure  me,  of  the  5ih  June 
anil  July,  ttnat  llie  reeloralion  of  the  property  of 
odr  citizens,  confiscated  by  the  order  of  Bona- 
parie,  we*  deeUfed  by  the  Gxecattve  as  an  iadii- 
pensable  pre-requisite  to  an  arrangtmeni  with  the 
French  UorerBnMot.  But  the  proelamaiion  of 
the  President  has  been  iMued  wiiboni  a  cent  of 
property  being  restored ;  nor  is  there  the  mast  dis- 
lant  preepect  of  enr  refsiDuiK  e  shiliing  from  his 
in)D grasp.  ThoabavetLeadmiaistrationchanged 
the  ground  first  taken,  iaercBsed.  the  demands  .on 
Great  Britain,  aad  abwdoned  what  was  decnwd 
iodiapeitaaltleoB  the  pert  of  France. 

So  conscious  was  the  President  of  the  just  ei- 
pteiaiiua  of  the  people  of  ihtaooualry,  that  pro- 
visioB  woulfi  be  made  for  itie  resioratina  of  iheir 
propenv,  lie  inform*  Mr.  Arm^roag  on  the  3d  of 
Naeemucr,  tbe  day  the  proolamatioa.  wns  issued, 
that  ''in  issuing  the  proelamaLion  ii  has  been 
'  presumed,  ibat  the  requisiiion  ob  the  subject  of 
'the  sequestered  property  ivilt  have  been  cenptied 
■  with."  FrMD  what  ibis  prcsni^ption  arose,  I  am 
al  a  loss  to  sny— (be  letter  of  ihe  Due  de  Cadoie 
to  General  Armatro&gi  ttf  (be  ISih  8ept«mber, 
had  been  received  here ;  we  had  beea  (old  there 
would  be  DO  compiomiie  i  the,  law  of  nprmtl 
roust  flovern.  Sir,  the  taw  of  reprisal,  as  rect^- 
nised  hy  the  law*  of  nations,  could  never  have 
ftuthorispd  the  seiaure.  Reprisals  can  only  be  re- 
wuifd  in  to  oaae  of  as  act  uf  faosiUiiy  eommit- 
led  by  one  nation  on  the  properly  or  ciiiaens  of 
another,  and  after  cowpensaiion  for  ihe  injury 
hu  been  demat^ded  and  refused  )  bikI  even  in  ihit 
ease,  the  property  taken  is  to  be  held  only  in 
piedge,  lilt  satisfaoIioD  is  nMde  by  the  ofifendiog 
nation.  The  mament  thai  coaGseaiion  UtkespJaea 
the  principle  of  reprisal  ceaseaead  it  beoun^es  m 
ant  of  war.  We  had  done  no  injurv  to  Fraece; 
we  had  violated  neiiher  the  rights  of  the  persons 
or  properly  of  heriubjeets — no  demaad  of  in- 
demnity  was. ever  msde;  note  oomplaiai  whi*- 
pered,  till  nearly  twelve  month*  after  the  passing 
of  the  lav,  (and  after  iu  espiratioatoo,)  which  ia 
made  ibe  pretext  for  this  monslro us  outrage.  The 
Uw  o(  reprisal  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  afiair, 
and  the  ooaHscatiun  of  our  property  excludes  the 
idea  of  resforaiioii.  I  confesa  1  was  astonished, 
and  felt  bumbled  as  an  Amerisan,  when  I  heard 
the  langaage  of  the  Ptesideniof  the  CJ  ailed  Slates, 
in  bis  Uessage  to  Congress  at  the  opening  of  the 
pfeeent  aewion  tw  this  aubjeot    lostcsil  of  U»t 
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kigh  indiffDiDl  toa«,  d«niBDde4  by  the  lionor  ■■d 
feelings  of  ihe  nition,  h«,  in  themildnein  of  calm 
philofopb)',  Mr>i  "  1'  *■■  panieuUrly  anlieipated 
'  ihat  at  a  furtticr  aridence  of  jusi  dispoiinoDS  to- 
'  wardd  ibeoa,  rMtoratton  would  have  bcea  imme- 
'diaiely  made  of  the  property"  nf  our  eiiixeni, 
teized  under  ■  mUappliciUian  of  Ike  prineiptet  of 
npritaU,  and  a  miseonit ruction  ai  a  law  of  the 
United  States.  Ttiii  eipeclaiioD  has  not  been 
fol611ed.  Thni  the  queuion  aa  lo  (be reMoraiion 
seem*  Id  be  abandoned;  one  kind,  loring  word 


Alexander  (witliouibiarJrtiie*,witb  all  hii  faulK) 
disarmi  niof  our  lage,  and  we  give  (nilliooB  for 
hip  emhraee. 

It  is  in  fain,  hjt,  io  seek  for  e*ideace  of  the  re- 
vocation of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  ileereea  in  ihis 
letter  of  ibe  5lh  August;  wa  bare  before  ua  tbe 
most  eonelutire,  the  most  daraning  lestimony  of 
their  eoaiinued  operaiion  as  late  as  the  25th  De- 
cember. By  a  letter  from  our  Chargfe  d'ASaires, 
dated  Paris,  lOih  December,  we  are  informed 
that  "the  New  Orleans  Packet,  lately  arrired  at 
'  Bordeaux,  has,  wilb   her  cargo,  the  btma\fide 

<  properly  of  ciiicens  of  the  United  Slates,  and 
'  laden  at  the  port  of  Naw  York,  been  Mixed  by 

<  the  diiecior  of  the  coviotns,  under  the  Berlin  and 
■Milan  decrees."     He  fnnber  stales,  thai  "the 

<  ease  of  ihe  New  Orleans  Packet  is  the  Srst  which 
*  has  occurred  since  the  firat  of  November,  to 
'  which  (he  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  could  be 
'  applied,  and  if  Ihry  are  applied  ia  ibis  ease,  it 
'  will  be  difficult  for  France  to  show  one  solitary 
'  instance  of  their  having   been  preciically  re- 

The  letter  from  Charlei  Meyer,  oar  Consul  at 
Bordeaux,  of  the  14ih  December,  Riaies,  that  Ihe 
brig  New  Orleans  Paokp  i,  of  New  York,  has  been 
seized  by  (he  collector,  and  her  cargo  put  in  Ihe 
iaiperi«lcu9totu-houte.  Tbe  schooner  FrieodHhip, 
of  and  from  Baltimore,  has  been  sequestered. 
The  genikman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Oholbok) 
hainrgued  against  tbeoperalioo  of  those  decreee, 
on  iheautbority  of  a  leiter  from  Mr.  Russell,  eon- 
uined  io  that  bundle  of  trash,  scraped  up  from 
the  Burplns  fund  of  rubbish  on  the  flies  in  the  of- 
fice of  Ihe  Becreiary  of  State,  and  whieh  was 
earefuliy  laid  on  out  tabtee  (he  other  day,  from 
which  it  apppars,  that  no  seixare  had  been  made 
of  American  property  since  the  1st  of  November. 
But  unfortunately  for  the  gentleman  and  his  ar- 

Ewneot,  the  teller  alluded  (o  is  dated  the  lit  of 
ecember,  when  iodeM  no  seixure  bad  been  made 
—but  why  1  Became  no  reuel'i  bad  then  arrived. 
It  was  Borely  unnecesiiary  «»iell  us  what  did  not 
happen  on  ihe  l*i  of  December,  when  we  well 
know  what  did  happen  on  ihe  llJth  of  December. 
The  genileman  further  staled,  that  there  was  no 
evidence  of  the  capture  of  tbe  schooner  Friend- 
ifaip;  this  icaletaent  is  equally  unforianate;  be- 
eatue  we  have  actual  evidence  that  this  vessel 
waa  actually  ceqaesiered,  and  1  do  suppose  ihe 
geaileman,  on  reflection,  will  be  inclined  lo  admit 
tbai  the  capiure  or  seizure  raDsi  have  been  made 
bebn  aaodflmnalioii  enuld  take  plaae.    BiH  we 


have  Mill  fariber  afideaa 
eraiion  of  tfaoac  decreet  br  official  icu[i(i« 
French  Empire,  as  late  as  ibe  S5tti  of  Dtcnk 
ISIO.  TbeDukeofMMM,iaaletiHiait(]l,i. 
itter  of  Josiice,  dated  Ptris.25tb  DrctiDt«,ilH 
reciiing  the  letter  of  the  Dncdt  Ciilon,  i/ik 
6lh  Anguti,  the  President's  procltaMiioa uiiii 
circular  leiter  of  Mr.  Oallatn  talbcnilceigni' 
the  castomt,  remarks;  "In  eoaKqiHuc rfoi 
'  engagement,  eiiiered  into  by  the  Gotnani 
'  of  the  United  State*,  to  eaute  ibeit  ii(un»k 
'  respected,  Hit  Majesty  orden  thtiiliiiiwa 
'  which  may  be  pending  in  the  CMiieildhiRi 
'  of  captures  of  American  retaels  niiltifaiLkt 
'  Itt  of  November,  «nd  those  ihii  nuriiiiixt 
'  be  brought  before  it,  shall  nu  bejudp^tani- 
'  log  to  the  prinoiptes  of  the  deemi  oTBd* 
'  and  Milan,  butthai  they  shall  reguio  wpol- 
*ed;  iba'vesaeltaaptnredorteiiedlortwKsif 
'  in  a  tiBie  of  •equeuratien,  ■ndllienftui/ii' 
'  propri'lon  being  reserved  for  ikM  Diul  >h 
■  3d  o(  February,  the  period  it  wttici  \lu  (i» 
'  ted  Siaict  bning  fol&lled  the  eMi|n>a'> 
'  cause  their  rights  to  be  respecH  'if'^'t' 
'  (urea  to  be  declared  null,"  dbc  Neirif  litM 
iasifuetioDs'aregivea  at  ibeMniWtUi^*- 
rMin  genera)  of  tbe  castoni<  fcy  ih  Uik  « 
Oaeta-r-he»ays:  ■'Those AraerMt(t*^*|i<° 
'  have  entered  the  porta  of  F/uet  bw  wbi 
'  af  Navamber,  or  may  enter  ia  fumn,  w  i« 
'  which  have  baaa  sequestered  ia  eoiciiciix' 
•  of  tbe  decrees,  nraai  be  tbe  otutct  iiri>?^ 
'  report."  And  oa  the  3d  of  FeSrwrr,  il«» 
perar's  initntions  are  to  be  msde  kw'"-  "■ 
the  mori  eredulont,  the  mort  dtvUiJ  """, T 
bctiaTa  that  [hose  decreessreitpetK  tu<» 
,  ibey  have  ceased  to  have  effm-if  ",''r« 
■MT  vestcU  teixed  at  all?  Wky  i> <li'"  I*" '^ 
be  suspended  awaiting  the  will  of  tu  Ger"«^ 
Ara  we  ready  to  submit  iobeUiatii»««"7* 
our  good  beharioorl  ArcwelkniokiMiHM 
inioiheadoption  "of  strong  and  eai^M*'""* 
against  the  ctmunoa  eBemyT  ^''T'!"'^ 
our  owncittxansaad  takeaaMiEleiiiU"*^^'^ 
Qreai  Britain,  to obrain  thelifcefaiiM"''*'!'^ 
seUwhich  ba^  been  bnwgbl  tefotrili* &»";!; 
Prizes  in  France  sioee  the  Wof  Ho""^' ^J; 


ll 


...,be»tsnred,  ifanyareeverloK""'''^! 
only  be  ihooe  which  have  arTir?4n»'W'°  ■ 
since  (be first  of  November,  sdiI  I>>".°'^!^ 
Goally condemned.  Astoibo-ofipre'i'"""'; 
their  fatejtirrevoeably  sealed.  W""*^!^ 
sitnatioD  if  we  past  this  bill,  or  e«iip«"<" 
lastaeatJon,  or  give  eflect « tfc.P>«*;'\f^. 
cUmation?  We  literailysiytol^."'?':' 
don  all  claim  lo  indennity  Iw'^"  , T,  ,« 
juries  and  insulu  we  hire  f^^J^ 
open  our  ports  freely  to  yooasJw*"  .,.°_j 
Gmi  Brftain,  wiih  the  bope iW ![« *  " '."S, 
your  Berlin  and  Milan  dwrto.*"""  'Jfll^, 
fbe  vetael.  which  you  may  k.x-'r';^,^ 
1st  of  November.  Thus,  in^^'^rZikt 
tha  Presideoi't  proclamatiM  Mii,»"  "1-um 
actual  repeal  of  those  decreet,  tsi  "«  "J^ 
of  property,  you  «P«"  f  «ELll*  l'"' 
boiwmed  en  ihia  law  aad  ibe  prednM<» 
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JD  the  spirit  of  moderb  ebJvBliy.ikt  injured  piHy 
make n  ibe  toneewioB  snd  puja  ilir  price  of  peace. 
Sir.  if  *uch  m  Mate  of  ibin^  bttd  t>e#n  aKcmpt- 
ed  to  be  prodDoed  direcrty  id  relation  lo  Qreat 
Britain  or  parhapa  lo  France,  ai  (ii*  laat  tetaion 
of  Congress,  it  wonW  bare  been  Koated  with  ib- 
diffoatioo  from  every  leciion  of  the  eoaotry. 

Were  it  necessary,  Mr.  Speaker,  1  miiitt  can- 
tend,  on  the  autbariiy  «f  tbe  pteseat  and  leie  Ai- 
ministration,  tbat  the  operatioa  or  the  Berlin  and 
Uilan  decree*  Berer  would  eet«e  as  t9  lliri  nattoa, 
until  complete  natisfaeiien  had  been  obiainMt  for 
the  injurie*  iQatained  nnderlfaem.  In  Ibe  Ibmom 
caae  of  iha  Chnapeake  (an  event  whicb  t  feel 
ae  moch  aa  any  inan)jthe  teDtimema  of  tbe  Ad- 
ministration tbeit  were,  that  the  aei  of  a gf  region, 
«Uhoagh  disarowed, «oaiinved  inrnU  force-,  tbat 
it  never  etnild  be  diaeoniinaed,  never  eaaie  toez- 
'iat,  till  complete  ootDpensaiionwaitaade.  If  this 
opiaioa  iBeorfeet,  anil  I  am  inclined  to  giva  it 
my  aaaeni,  ihen  1  say,  (be  decrrea  of  France  never 
can  cecae  to  ezist  ai  to  tbii  aaiioD.  (iJI  we  have 
been  ooiDpeittatad  for  the  inealcataUa  iaialti  and 
injorieH  we  bare  sustained  inconaeqitaBocor  their 
operaliMi. 

Ur.  BpAker,  tbe  cbainain  of  the  committee 
(Mr.  £pPEa)  who  reponed  the  bill,  in  reply  to 
'  tha  very  able  speech  of  a  fcntlenran  from  New 
.  York  (Mr.  Bmott)  who  addreaaed  you  ik  tbe 
early  ataga  of  tbis  diKUslon,  appeared  tc  me 
rather  to  qtieiiuin  tbe  pgriiy  of  tba  ■oanca  fr«m 
which  tbey  came,  thaa  lofaaveanawered  ihear- 
gumcnta  of  that  geailerann.  Thia  modt  of  rea- 
Boning  mnv  anawer  ib«  parpoaea  irf  gmtlemen— 
bnt  is  stirefy  nafavoraUe  to  fair  inveMigatiiM ;  It 
.  tenda  to  abridge  the  froedcm  of  debate,  and  pr?- 
,  vent  that  firm,  dcciaive,  and  eudid  ei'poBiiiMi  of 
■boce  meaBBraa,  which  We  oooeeira  may  vitally 
afiect  tbe  happineaa  of  Iba  peopte.  Thia  is  a  pri- 
vilege and  «  duty  which  1  ahtil  aver  Nprd  aad 
ever  perform.  The  same  genlkman  (Mr.  Bppbb) 
and>ereral  otfaeiv,  bare  reminded  ni  of  the  ar- 
rangement made  with  Mr.  Bnkine ;  and  offer  It 
aa  a  preecdcDt  for  Ibe  jaMiflcaiion  of  the  PrcM- 
denfa  aroelamMion  and  this  bill,  (which  are  sub- 
stantially ooe  and  the  same  tbing.)  I  had  suO' 
posed  that  that  nnfarranate  arraagetaeni'  woul<J 
have  been  kept  ODI  of  aigbt  by  gentlemen  on  tbe 
other  tide  of  tbe  Hdun.  It  was  to  faars  been  e 
pected  ihey  woald  carefully  areid  an  atiempt  . 
make  one  bad  precedent  juatlfy  another)  tbey 
most  have  forgotten  how  thai  artangemeat  mili- 
tate* sgaJBsi  Ibe  proelamatioD,  and  the  demand, 
which  is  BOW  la  poMrivdy  made  of  a  revoea- 
lion  by  Qreat  Britain  of  her  ofder  of  blockade 
af  May,  iseft.  Tbat  arvaageacat,  ahnoet  die- 
Wed  by  tbe  Ad(wnisiT«ti«B,  and  which  was  per- 
fcctiv  uiiabctory  to  Us  aH,'  did  not  eoaialn  one 
■yllahl^  not  the  most  diaant  iaiimaiioa,  relaiiie 
lo  Ibe  repeal  of  that  order^  which  now  appear*  to 
ezoite  to  highly  tbe  iodigDatlon  of  gentlemen, 
aodhaibeenmagiiiGediDCOBcatlseof  war.  Tbe 
order  of  Uoekade  wa*  at  that  time  more  recent, 
■nd  if  10  iajurioBs  a*  now  ailend,  could  nat  have 
mapcd  tba  attention  of  iha  Kxaoative,  and  hi* 
vigiUw  CabiMt,  wban  th»y  war*  providiog  f»t 


the  annulment  of  the  OrAers  in  CouneJl  of  Jan-  . 
nary  and  November,  1807.  Tbat  arningement 
weamBdexriihoDl  requiring  a  repeal  of  ihe  block- 
ade— 4)ow  nothing  can  be  done  without  a  repeal, 
and  tbni  we  ate  to  be  blockaded  both  at  borne  and 
abroad. 

may  be  further  remarked,  that  by  the  law  of 
February.  1S08,  tbe  President  wa*  aoihorized  to 
suspend  ine  embargo  a*  to  Prance  or  Oreai  Brit- 
ain, on  the  aame  conditiona  pointed  out  by  the 
aet  of  Hay,  1810.  In  (he  exercise  of  tbat  power, 
the  Pmident  instructed  Mr.  Pinkoey  to  (mtpoia 
lo  the  British  Oovernment  a  repeal  of  the  em- 
bargo a*  lo  tbat  nation,  and  its  comidnatron 
against  Fraooe,  if  tbe  Orders  in  Counelt  of  Jani- 
nary  and  November,  1607,  should  be  reaeioded. 
At  that  time  nothing  was  laid,  no  demand  was 
made,  not  even  a  propoittion  offered  on  the  suti- 
jeei  of  the  blockade  in  qoeation.  Myatiention, 
sir,  has  been  snmewbet^nwti  to  this  pan  oflhe 
aabject  by  tbe  importance  which  has  been  given 
to  It  In'the  doeamest*  before  me,  and  ibe  argu- 
men(9  of  genilemM  of  this  Hoose,  pBTiicalerly 
the  genilemaa  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Efpes.)  who 
*«id  mueb  OB  this  tuhject  (be  other  day,  io  atf- 
■wer  to  argnmenn  which  the  gentleman  from 
New. York  (Mr.  Smott)  did  not  make.  He  t#- 
iierated  ktt  night  that  his  irgumerrts  were  uo«D- 
sweredand  nnaiMwrrable.  I  do  not,  profess,  sif, 
to  be  perfectly  Mqeainted  with  the  praerieat  ex- 
tent- of  the  Older  of  blockade  of  May,  1806,  nor 
do  I.  know  the  precise  quantum  of  injury  w« 
have  tnsiatncd  by  it,  nor  am  I  lo  be  understood 
aa  aiicspiirig  its  JnstlBeation— 1  should  be  the 
last  to  concede  any  principle  or  any  righr  to 
which  my  coomry  has  a  claim.  But,  sir,  lam 
oompellea  to  believe,  tbat  an  atiilaial  impor- 
tance  i*  at  thia  moment  given  to  the  subject, 
which  it  has  not  received  at  any  other  period 
since  ihe  adoption  of  iha'l  regulation  by  the 
British  Qovero meat.  I  harcalready  shown  that, 
in  the  neniiaiioD  of  1806,  and  in  the  arrange- 
ment with  Hr.  Ermine,  the  quesiion  waa  not 
eren  made  a  matter  of  cnDtesiaiion ;  aifd,  ■it, 
from  an  ezaminaiion  of  the  Bxeeutive  papere, 
from  the  date  of  tbe  order  of  the  blockade  down 
to  the  present  seaaton  of  Congress,  I  have  not 
been -able  to  divoover  a  single  paper  remonitra- 
ting  against  the  order,  or  ioiisting  on  its  revoea- 
tieo,  DOT  do  I  kaow  of  a  MBgle  esse  of  the  eOD- 
dcmuation  of  an  American  vessel  under  iu  opei^ 
alion.  On  ibe  oooiTary,  at  tbe  time  of  ita  ndop- 
tioo,  (during  ifae  administration  of  Mr.  Fox,  who 
was  belteved  to  be  as  friendly  disposed  lowarda 
OS,  as  BVy  man  who  ever  administererf  the  affairs 
of  tbe  British  Cabinet.)  tbis  measure  was  snoken 
of  by  oar  Minister  at  London  (Mr.  Monroe)  aa  » 
relaxation  favorable  to  nentml  commerce.  It 
may  not  be  Improper  lo  reler  to  Ihe  order  itself, 
as  flommnnieared  by  Mr.  Fox  to  Mr.  Mnnvoe.  on 
tbe  16tb  of  May,  1^6 ;  afler  the  jireamble  thia 
note  flates  "  that  the  King,  taking  iBto  consider- 
'  alion  ifaa  new  and  extrnordioary  means  resorted 
'  to  by  the  enemy  for  tbe  purpose  of  disireaaing 
'  the  commerce  of  hia  aabjeeis,  fans  Iboagbt  fit 
<  to  dinet  lb«  Bceaaaary  CMaaorca  alionM  he  taka» 
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'  f*r  the  bkiekide  of  tb«  coMt,  river*.  Mid  por.t*. 
'  fiOBi  ihe  river  Elbe  to.  the  porl  of  Bteei,  boih 
'  inclnMTe  i  aod  the  Mid  coaM,  riTera,  aod  porii, 
'  kre,  and  nanat  be  considered,  u  bloekkded.  Bui 
'  HitMaJMly  iipleawd  lodeclaratbaiHiobblook- 
'  ade  sbal'  not  rxteod  lo  prevent  nenlrat  *liip« 
'ftad  vMseU,  laden  wiihgoodeBocbeiaKlbeprop- 
,  '  oriy  of  Hi>  Majettf'i  eaemies,  and  not  beia^ 
'  contraband  of  wbt,  froia  approaching  ihe  said 
'  coiau  a:ad  eoieria^  idio-  and  laitiag  from  tbe 
'  rivers  .and  ports,  (save  and  ereepi  tb«  ooasl, 
'  rjvert,  and  portu,  from  Osiend  loihe river  Beinc, 
'  already  id  a  stale  of  Mrkt  and  rijoroui  block' 
'  ade,  Bod  which  ar«  to  be  eoaeidered  ae  ooatiQ' 
'  u^d,)  provided  ibe  uid  ehipa  and  vcemIs  so  ap- 
'  proacbidg  and  enieriaj  (except  as  aforeMid) 
'  abaii  not  bave  been  ladeo  at  any  port  beboging 
'  to,  «r  ia  poweasioa  of,  Hi*  Majeaif's  eoemiai, 
'and  that  the  said  abipa  and  veeiels  *o  satliag 
'  from  the  Mid  riven  sud  porta  (exeept  at  afore- 
'  aaid)  aball  aot  be  destined  to  aoy  port  bHooging 
'  to, or  inpouescioDof  Hi; M8jeMy'B«Demiei>,nor 
'.have  previously  broken  the  blockade,"  This 
order,  then,  only  exclude*  from  iImm  porU  »o»- 
aeis  having  enemies'  property  on  board  or  articles 
eootrabaad  of  war ,  id  both  of  which  cues,  ihejr 
are  liabte  u  seiiare  by  tbe  law  of  natlone,  at 
least,  it  bae  been  long  eoniended  for  oa  the  part 
of  Britaia;  it  aUo  prevents  tU  direct  carry ine 
irade  frotn  ose  port  to  aoothcr  ef  en  enamy;  li* 
tills  lauer  ezuoaloo  is  not  recognised  by  the  taW 
of  DatioDt,  it  is  generally  tbe  rabjeet  of  tMaty, 
BDd  was  provided  for  by  oar  treaty  with  the 
British  Qoverament,  sad  the  late  eovveation 
foamed  by  Mr.  Monroe  with  the^ritish  Qovern- 
Bteai,  but  which  wa*  rejected  prinotpally  beoaiue 
Grei^t  Britaia  reqaircd  ut  not  to  sobmit  to  the 
Berlia  decree— a  requisiiion,  sir,  inBaitely  abort 
of  wbat  we  are  now  to  comply  -wiib,  at  ibe  die- 
UiioD  of  Fr»ne»— by  which  colonial  prodaoe 
va*  required  to  be  reTaaited  in  the  Uniled  Sutes 
before  it  would  be  admitted  into  the  porls  of  tb« 
.  'CoatineaL  By  tbiaorder,6ana  j{rfr  Deutral  ves- 
aels,  with  neutral  pradner,  ailing  fraiD  oar  own 
country,  never  were  affeoled. 

The  geailenian  froni  Vircinia  (Mr.  Ema) 
has  eatd  this  order  of  Moekade  ha*  not  a  stngke 
feamre  of  a  regular  blockade;  in  this,  i^e  gen- 
ilamaa  is  tolerably  eorreet.  and  when  be  deaman- 
cea,  what  ia  the  fashionable  e»Dl  of  the  dav  are 
eaUed  paper  blockadea,  I  join  most  heartily  in 
ibe  ezecraiioB.  It  ia  true  this  order  of  May, 
.180d,  hatsaareelyafcatareof  a  regular  blockade. 
.  It  was  not  avowed  at  the  litae  to  be  eTen  a  ooa- 
Biraetive  Woektde,  nor  waa  the  right  coatanded 
for  of  blockadiog  wilhaut  an  actual  iaveating 
force.  It  doM  not,  like  ordinary  bloekadea,  ai- 
lempt  a  complete  prohibttian  to  all  trade  with 
ttiose  ports,  batoniy  to  tbe  partiealar  objects  and 
•pecified  easas  whieh  I  hare  menlioaed.    Tbe 

Gevioua  meaMires  of  Fraoae  are  dtdatcd  by 
r.  Fox  to  be  the  cau*e  of  this  order.  What 
were  ihoee  meagatet'i  Tbnr  were  no  less,  es 
regards  ourselves,  than  a  vii^iion  ef  the  treaty 
wiiob  bad  been  solemaly  eatered  iato  between 
tUa  covKiry  and  Frsaw )  by  -Itaraaaag  o«r  trade. 


■etiing  and  eoiS*eMittg  oar  veweli  it  r« 
the  eotnacree  gmranteed  U  as  hr  ihm 
she  bad  uaorpcd  authority  iaalsMtiet; 
■nd  city  from  Elbe  lo  Brat,aBd  ndtb 
intrvdueiWD  of  Brilieb  prodaet*  tad  ■-; 
inr,  whether  bektogiag  to  Anenaa  etas. 
British  aobjeets. 

Mow,  eir,  lei  me  state  to  yoa  the  lupa 
oar  Mlniaier  (Mr.  MoarocJ  at  tbe  tiwi- 
der  waa  ftMcd,  In  faia  letter  ef  tht  ITiir k 
to  the  Seoreiary  of  State,  apeakii;  irf  »k 
be  says,  "  the  vote  is  '«oaeMd  ia  imbu 
'  ettaiat,  aod  profeaaen  lo  cxicad  tbt  tas 
'fuitbrr  than  it  liae  her«trfbred»e,wn 
■  less  It  takee  it  fTi>Ki  mar>r  ports  shMl'i^ 

<  aded,  iodoed  lU  eaat  of  QsUnd  and  ncii 
'  Sein^  rxeept  ID  kriidBa  eeDtratsedtfir. 

'  eDeiBy'a  property,  irUcfa  arescinytw, 
'  blockade;  and  in  like  form  of  rictpue:' 
'sideriaff  every  enemy  ae  one  Peacr,  iiifc 
'tbe  trade  of  Detttrala  within  the  nnlM 
'  be  free,  lo  the  prodvetioin  of  mmfiidm 

<  in  every  hot  the  direat  roote  bet«eeiik«i 
'  and  paraM  eMwiry, 

'-Itcaeaot  be  doubted  but  (be  aextann 
'byiheOovarntiieBtiK  reforenoe  toilt^ 
-  aitd  if  iaieaded  by  ilie  Cabioet  utMM  | 
'  OB  wbieb  Mr.  Fox  ieantborixedieAnii*' 
'  and  obtMoed  by  faim  for  ibe  porrMisa* 
'  TiewadiiaTervfaToraHaliglBjii*"'"' 
'  ly  to  paa.aa  end  to  fHriherseinmaa"^ 
'cieie  whiakhaB heretofore beeanwxxf^ , 
TJiia  Ticer  of  the  subjeei.  which  mif'»  ' 
one,  coftoeeied  witb  tb*  eileaea  of  itw» 
(ration  Sir  faiir  yeara,  oaaat  pat  n^*" 
elaiMv  *o  oflea  raieed  againat  tbii  Mc,*" 
has  bees  tbe  aHeged  «auae  of  tbe  B^;*" 
aoAobaiga  afaiwt  Qreai  Britaia,  «ikn|" 
tbe  first  aggreaaor  od  our  »•■*•<' "("JJ 
we  bare  indeed  beea  iBaktred,  iBJw*"S  I 
by  both  DBtiona,  ta  an  extent  whick  """r^  I 
aayrneasares  in  oar  Vowu,hotki<^fr^ 


theeridias  of  ona. aad  Magnify  iboMMBt^ 
aad  above  all  lei  aa  tiot  whip  «""'?'?: 
they  will  not  re^woi  us|  let  o*  m<  w*V 
xotic,  ai  to  aot  the  part  of  a  Mo*"* 
leioleaofebiiwlry,  whowrli^iWbw*'' 
cause  hteatielrrai  troww  net  ba  kiW'  ^  ^ 
Mr.  Spnker,  oa  the  omagMiral,'^* 
StslitBa  baabeea  ePtea  Bteal<oa«4»^ 
lied  OB  by  tbe  advoeates  oTtbii  ^'*zZ 
soeae  fartlier  aetice.  Thai  •"•'**?*JLi 
first  aat  of  the  preaeat  Exeooiive,  »f';b^i, 
into  office;  it  waa  presowed  "JT''^ 
and  properly  luade— <it  was  kaW '|'f|^?pX 
jabilee  by  all  deaoniaatioBs  of  P*"|_j"„^ 
tioulaHy  tboee  who  had  net  ■^■'*^,.  k 
elevatioa  of  the  preacnt  Chief  *fr^^ 
tboaght  we  peieeircd  ia  that  *^'*'^iM 
ofadispoaiiioa  in  Ibe  BreseotEiKff^\„f 
we  oonld  not  discorer  in  hi*  pt'^'at 
licre  thia  country  fium  that  *r»'^ty^ 
cial  reauictioD,  (hat  aolHetUuynirPi''^  ^ 
had  aaade  tts  poar  iadead    —  "'"  '^•"^ 
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faelbnr  Frante  Mid  yes  sr  ■•r.  It  will  h 
>D  well  teiaciabeKd  (bat  we  twd  bem  f  riMiiiagr 
r  two  *««n  UBder  ibe  prevHm  of  Boa-ioipoMa- 
>D,  «ubsrf[o,  and  niM'iB4ercogrM-~|tour  ttnt- 
Y  was  drawM),  joar  citiffiu  uoabU  M  par 
leit  debu,  and  yam  cotuu  of  jualice  fctualty 
lut  up,  at  leaai  so  fat  io  inaay  Stal«a  (and 
aoag  to* rut  tbQ BiaiewhJch  I  hava liw h«BDria 
irt  to  rapraseai)  aa  to  anspead  tbe  effect  of  exa-. 
itioaa  J  your  eitiaa  and  Map«rta  wara  iaaetira 

dcaerittd,  glooBi  aad  diaaaay  taadwd  tba  fea- 
ires  of  Ui«  aatkiB,  and  liapa  had  aliaioat  M  v» 
rewdl;  wo  boaied  in  tbta  amngaaifBt  tba 
imtnefiBgi  of  MiUffning  inoihina,  pnee,  and 
oaperity — wkh  ko»tM  aad  «pria|bt  Martin  we 
ere  willing  to  a^iplMd  tha  bead  that  far*  ' 
Uhoul  qiHsdoDiDs  or  taiptnliag  the  aiaaMr  ._ 
otives  with  whie&  ttvaa  givea.  The  deluiloD 
on  vaaiebad ;  and  I  hara.no  htaiiation  to  dctlars, 
id  I  tbeo  luDwa  what  I  Bew  know,  I  abonld 
%vm  oM  oSvred  auch  lUkqtiaUGvd  applaow. 

Th«   arraBgciMpt  wiili  Air,  Bokiaa  di£ 

om  the prwtBt,iDetbeTiwpeaU(b*Btb<iM points 
1  out  is  the  prcoadii^  part  of  my  retMulpk  II 
p«tted  inleraffauaa  w)th  Gteu  Bfilain,  bat. did 
oL  ctia*^  the  iiate  of  aur  rrialioiM  with  Fiance, 
V  impoaiBgaay  additional  reitiiatioas— we  were 
wa  ID  a  Biate  of  aon-intereourae  with  Fraaee, 
ad  that  lUte  wa«  contiauedi  in  the  prsaaal  cue, 
re  do  not  prtttire  tb«  laim  state  of  lekiiooa 
riihOrMt  Britain,  bntimpaMfeatrictioaawUeb 
id  not  exist  at  ttie  data  ef  ibe  noetaBalioD. 

The  arrugencDt  with  Ur.  Enkine,  it  ia  true, 
liB  the  letter  of  the  Dm  da  Oadore,  waaiotake 
fleet  injiitm*,  but, for  a*erydUleraitand  beliar 
eaaon,  it  M^Dirad  ibe  •aaotion  of  his  Oovcn* 
oeat^  and  time  was  oeeeMarjr  to  obiain  It— not 
o  wiih  ihii  dteeitftil  hliar— it.waa  wriiwa  at 
he  Freoeh  Codil,  the  sign  roaainl  of  the  Entperer 
ooU  have  been  ifiizad,  aad  orders  fot  the  cwaa- 
i«B  of  the  Betlta  and  Milan  deoraaa  could  and 
)nghi  to  have  iramaUiaictr  ismeil.  If  it  bad 
leen  the  hooeat  aad  isrd  inteatioB  of  Beeaparta 
o  pat  an  end  to  the  operation  of  tbosa  d»re««^ 
a  oonaeqaene*  of  om  law  of  May  lut— why 
}|ighlfae  not  tohavadann  saea  the  6ib  ofAa- 
lust,  as  mil  na  promise  to  do  aa  on  the  fi»t.of 
NoTnnbei?  Oar  law  waa  iheo  before  bi«,a<M) 
be  kotw  ibe  deeUrad  IntaMiea  of  tbia  Oerera- 
menL  Wilt  it  he  taid  here,  m  be  ha*  laid,  "  no 
nliance  eontd  be  placed  la  the  ABaeiiaaaal" 
Shall  we  then  trnt  him  who  reAiaestotiuat  u} 
1,  lir,  fu  one,  will  not. 

Mr.  apaakvr,  let  at  make  a  verr  atnim  and 
rary  false  «appQ*itien,  that  the  Bedio  aad  MiUo 
dearaea  ware  aainallf  repealed,  aad  did  eeaie  to 
nave  iSbct  on  the  Bnt  of  Nonmbfr.  What 
bave  we  (ainedl  Whai  ndfuiisga  hara  we 
dcriTtd  rrou  iti  And  haTa  we  not  beao  effir 
eially  htfonned  by  the  Frtnak  Minlsltf  ia  Ibis 
eur(Oro(Nl  Tgrrean)  ID  hi*  letter  W  (be  Seo- 
reiary  of  State,  of  the  ISth  Daeambca,  1810,  that 
w  BMt  tahiaUe  pc«daatlaB%  particalarly  of  the 
wtaherfi  Suta%  an  at  (hi*  aKHseDt  cxelnded 
irasihcporlaof  Franeef  Am  to  the  imfMMlBM 
iiUiU«,atttQaudtQbMn^Wwy>i  "thwi»- 


'  pertaiion  into  Franee  is  at  (hie  aaement  eipe- 
'  einUy  prohibited,  bat  I  iiave'reaaooa  to  beliero. 
'  fend  I  pcay  yoD  meaa  while  to  obwrve,  air,  (bay 
'do  not  int  on  any  (hct&).  ibat  iobm  nodlGcn- 
'  ti<HU  will  be  gtvco  to  tbia  ahsolHle  eicUuiua. 
'  These  modiScatiooi  will  not  depcad  on  the 
'  ohaaoe  of  eTaois,  but  will  be  tba  remit  of  otbot 
'  aeaaaiet,  firm  and  puraucd  with  MnaTeraaee, 
'  wbicb  lh«  two  Qoveraieeni*  will.  eoDtinae  to 
'  adopt  to  wiibdj>aw  fion  the  monopoly  aad  from 
'  the  Taxation*  of  the  eomraoa  eaeuf  a  eon^ 
'  marce  loyal  and  nectwary  (o  Ffaoes  as  well  na 
■  the  United  SiaiM."  la  thia  latter  we  find  the 
iDVobatoae,  the  true  eJua  to  French  faror^'War 
with  Eof  land.  Coiuieftted  with  (hi*  letter  froaa 
Tt|rrca«,ii  ndeera^of  the  Ibh  July,  1810,  whieb, 
ia  point  of  prinaiple  and  arregaaea,  i«  nut  lar- 
umd  by  any  act  in  the  hidory.  of  BoBapatte> 
By  (bia  dtctee  iblriy  or  forty  Amenun  vuaeU 
may  import  inw  Franc?  (under  flaeoM)  couoa, 
a»b,  ail,  dye-wood,  laU-fiidi,  eodr-£>h^  and  peliry  ; 
they  rnvsKxport  wine,  braody,(ilks,  linens,  elolha, 

t'ewiellery,  houaehold  furailvie,  aod  other  manii> 
uwred  articles;  iber  caft  only  depart  from 
Cbarleatoo  and  N«w  York,  under  the  obiigaiioo 
of  bringing  with  them  a  ^aaelte  of  the  day  of 
their  depirlar^  aUe  a  oetiificate  of  the  oiigia  of  . 
he  merebaadiw,  given  by  the  French  Consul, 
coBlaioiog  a  watetwa  ia  cyphw.-.  The  Fraoeh. 
toaiebaau  who  shall  eauM  their  nsMb  to  aonM,- 
■Bail  prove  that  they  are  cooeeraed  io  ibe  fabrics 
of  Pari*,  Rotten,  and  oiber  towns.  Here  is  an 
aiteiapt  to  exiead  French  iaduance  by  bribing  a 
■elect  das*  of  oar  merchanii  j  graniiog  faror*  (o 
favorites.  It  it-  an  attenpi  to  make  eommncial 
regulatioBi  in  our  owa  porti,aBd  to  violate  oai 
CoDttiiuiion,  by  giving  a  preference  to  (he  ports 
of  CbarietlDfi  aad  New  York,  over  all  the  rest  in 
ibp  Uaited  Siitei,  wbieh  is  ipeolally  denied  by 
the  Coastitntioa.  Ia  addilion  to  all  thii,  we 
havB  a  ii«t  of  duiiea  sstabliahed  at  the  Franflh 
cnsiam-betue  aa  the  5th  August  (the  very  day 
on  which  iweniy  or  thirty  American  veweli  aad 
caigoes  were  sofd  aod  (be  ptoceeda  given  over  to 
Bonaparte — the  very  memorable  5tb  August,  the 
birthdav  of  tb*  celebrated  letter  of  the  Uuo  de 
Ga^e)  uibjecuag  loB^ttaple  eottoa  to  a  tariff 
of  eighty  cents  per  pound,  short  siaple  listf 
cants,  nod  tobaeoo  forty  ceaU  per  pouad.  By 
BDothei  decree  of  the  13ih  September,  ISlCS  pot- 
ash is  taied  at  one  dollar  twenty-fire  cents,  aod- 
Bth  two  doliais,  rise  four  dollar*  per  handred— 
ibu*  are  we  loved,  favored,  and  taxed. 

There  oen  be  noimporlatioo  of  American  pro- 
daciioQs  ioio  France  but  on  terios  niterly  innd- 
ible.  The  act  of  May  last,  io  the  language 
of  the  Saerctarr  ot  Slate,  had  for  it*  objml  not 
merely  the  recognition  of  a  "apeeolative,  legiti-  ' 
mate  principle,  biu  ibe  eiijaTBicDt  of  ■  lubsian- 
tial  benefit.  The  orerture  then  preseoted  obvi- 
ously embraced  the  idea  of  comtnercial  advantage, 
it  included  the  raasonable  belief,  that  an  abn^- 
tioa  of  the  Berlin  aad  Milao  decrees  would  leave 
Ibe  ports  of  France  as  free  for  the  introduction  (tf 
the  pooduce  of  the  United  Sutet,  aa  they  were 
pnUBi>4y  to  t^e  yrowilgBtioB  of  tl>B  dfcraca. 
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ir.  theoj  for  ihe  nvobed  deerms,  muBieival  liwi, 
producing  ibe  saae  effect  hare  been  suoMitDted, 
tha  mode  ooly  aod  not  ihe  measure  hai  under- 

Kne  an  ■tteraiioD.  If  France,  bv  ber  own  aeta, 
s  blocked  up  tter  poris  against  i^e  iDirodueiion 
of  the  products  of  the  Uoited  Siatei,  what  motive 
hu  the  OoTerDPtent  in  a  dtncuuion  with  a  third 
Power  to  insist  on  the  privilege  of-  gcHug  to 
Prance  1  Whence  the  indneement  to  urge  the 
suDulment  of  a  blockade  of  Prance,  when,  if 

.  aonukled,  no  American  cargoes  would  obtain  a 
msrket  in  any  of  ber  port*  ?  In  Boch  a  state  of 
ihiDgi,  a  blocksde  of  the  coait  of  PraDce  would 

'  be  to  ihe  United  State*  as  unimportant  ms  would 
the  blockade  of  the  Caxpian  sea.  Thia  is  the 
lan^aage  of  truth  and  common  senae,  Unguage 
which  [  did  not  very  much  expect  to  hear  front 
the  Seeretarf  at  this  time;  because  it  eiposes  the 
proelamatioD  of  the  Preaident,  and  condemnt  the 
present  hili.  But  Itntb,  like  murder,  will  out, 
nod  it  oogfal  to  strike  dumb  the  advocatat  of  this 
bill,  and  open  their  eyes  to  a  different  'policy. 
Bat,  sir,  going  on  to  the  supposition  that  the 
French  decrees  are  actually  repealed,  and  eeaae 
to  have  effect,  pursuing'the  principle  about  to  be 
euablished  of  [ikin^  words  for  deeds,  and  form 
for  substance,  what  is  to  become  of  the  proiaise 
«rLord  Wellcsley  to  Mr.  Finkney,  of  the  3lst  of 
August,  1810— when  he  tiatea  that  he  iseom- 
mtndcL)  bv  His  Majenty  lo  repeat  tbe  declaraiioB 
made  to  this  OOTemmeDi  in  February,  ISOS,  of 
Ris  Majesty's  desire  lo  see  the  eommeroe  of  the 
world  restored  to  that  freedom  which  ii  neeei- 
B«ry  lor  its  prosperity,  and  his  readiness  to  aban- 
don the  system  which  had  been  forced  upon  him, 
whenever  the  enemy  should  retract  Ihe  prinei-' 
plea  which  had  rendered  it  necessary;  and  to 
auure  U9  (hat  whenever  the  repeal  of  the  French 
decrees  ihslt  have  actually  taken  effect,  and  the 
cetnmerce  of  the. neutral  oaiions  shall  have  been 
restored  to  tbe  condition  in  which  it  stood  previ- 
ooaly  to  the  promuigatioa  of  those  deerees,  he 
will  feel  the  higheHi  tatisfaciian  in  relinquishing 
K  sTstem  nbich  the  oonduct  of  tbe  enemy  cora- 

.  pelted  him  to  adopt.  Here  is  a  promise  equally 
aolemn,  (and  as  there  is  at  least  bi  much  virtue 
Iri  the  British  Government  as  there  is  in  that  of 
France)  aa  much  to  be  relied  on  as  that  of  the 

.  Due  de  Gadore,  and  as  certainly  at  the  Berlin 
■ad  Milan  decrees  were  revoked,  end  would  eeate 
to  have  effect  on  theflrst  of  November,  ao  certainly 
tare  we  the  Kerne  asniranee  that  the  orders  of 
Great  Britain  would  be  rescinded.  Shall  i*e  then 
helieve  the  one  and  oot  the  oiberT  Shall  we 
froWD  and  look  big  at  England,  while,  with 
timid  and  ahjeei  sulimiesioD,  we  crouch  at  tbe 
feet  of  France,  and  quietly  rWet  the  chains  pre- 

Kred  for  ns  7  Mr.  Speaker,  the  goddess  of  juiiiee 
a  been  deEcribed  as  being  blind,  with  sword  in 
one  hand,  and  the  scale  and  balance  in  the  other, 
but  if  she  is  invoked  in  ibit  measure,  she  comes 
blind  indeed,  with  t  sword  in  one  bend,  but  no 
balance  in  the  other;  in  one  hand  is  the  embl«m 
of  war,  in  the  other  the  badge  of  slavery. 

Bir,  are  we  apprized  of' the  effect  which  the 
prcMBt  measures  may  .hare  on  the  properly  of 


on  cinzenit.  at  lhi«  taomant  in  ibt  fomii 
Briuin,  in  ner  ports  ftod  iboaeof  heriib^ 
and  Portugal  1  Hare  we  forgMleo  lit  ?< 
prineipla  of  r^rimla,  and  the  sort  oTttcn 
they  have  received  by  the  letter  efthtSc< 
ofBiaie.io  Qener«l  Ariimr<mg;of  tbtni. 
vember,  1810,  in  which  he  was  aoihoriatL! 
into  aeonvenliDD«li>rr«BgementwithikiJi 
Government,  rtquiriog  the  avncEioa  Eif:iii 
-ate  for  tbe  reatoration  of  Preach  profn-a 
under  onr  noD-intercauree  law,aiacou.:d 
tbe  reatoratioD  of  Amnicta  properiyc^ 
and  atqwcnerod  trader  the  RambMiilldtai 
March,  18101  Ii  is  Kue  we  ihoaMln. 
nothing  byaoeb  a  eoDrentioB,lM*iKMF>. 
property  bad  been  aeized  by  nt  uKJttitc. 
attd  the  forfeitnrea  andef  iba  nos-iaiemax 
contemplated  violntiotu  by  am  owio;, 
rather  tban  Prenoh  vioUtions;  bs(,iii.it!' 
ci|Je  is  important,  nnd  uolew  we^Fiar 
liinceon  the  jusltce  and  forbeuaactif^^ 
than  gentlemen  deeUre  ihey  hav(,Difke. 
to  be  apprehensive  that  she  will  sniikR 
this  [tiiBciple:  follow  the  ewcapJeaTFiiH- 
her  coffer*  with  out  trcasarc,  and  otsiv 
liaiion  for  forgiveaeas  ?  This,  sir,  to  o^iki 
an  imponaat  consideration,  and  vclliki*^ 
artenlion  of  gentlemen. 

If  war  with  EnglaDd  mntt  hiK«r''''' 
done  openly  and  for  ourselves;  In  «k=' 
nieoee  the  attack  by  praoiiriBg  o*  «  w^ 
zens ;  and  let  it  not  be  said  we  banlRH^ 
in  the  saaresof  Bonaparte.  Mr.)^"' 
not  opposo  this  bill  becaose  it  [«^efn 
some  relief  to  those  marehanti  *""* 
sailed  before  ihe  date  of  tbe  pw'^J*'' 
whieh  may  have  departed  frooi»w«f 
prior  to  the  ad  <tf  February  ,1811,  bw,"*^ 
I  wish  to  rid  iboeoaniry  of  (*«**«'(«» 
live  sy«tcm;  and,  if  that  cannot  *•  w«^ 
not  aid  in  propping  ap  the  Pretidrai'f^ 
tinn,  by  taking  from  the  jodieiary  «  «*=; 
the  powM  of  deciding  en  iuvaliJ'iTX 
one  of  the  avowed  objeeta  of '*«*^ ' . 
rathe?  trost  to  theopiaionof  tli»]ai(»* 
relief  to  our  oiiizcDs,  from  th«  (f*^  ' 
law  of  May,  1810,  than  grant  '*'f  T^ 
tion  coDHemplated  by  this  bill.  Tbi  T*^ 
geatleman  (Mr.  BrPM)  who  «f^,* 
dcolarea  that  its  great  object  ii  to  pw^, 
tioo»  arising  in  the  eaurts,  on  the  »^?T, 
the  law  of  May,  1810.  and  the  M''^^^, 
dent's  proclamation.  Thi*,toin)f»»«2^; 
ia  legidaiiNK  lewospeorively  j  "".^/.nnK 
and,  Kfca  the  Rambooillai  ^MWO^'J^t 
spective,  but  retroacrive.  It  wk^jiBW  i 
zens  the  right  of  appealing  lo  '"fTg^iirr ' 
for  justice,  and  makes  the  "^'ilL.t  rf* 
the  supreme  law-^a  docKtae  *^^^( 
Brat  principles  of  rnMblic>a>*>B'***|^MM - 
be  advocated  bygenirenwn*h««»"^'^ 
under  the  name  of  Repoblieaii*.      .   .^^m- 

It  is  in  vain,  Mr.Speaker,  toW*";  pan 
Beaiion  of  this  measure  froia  '■''■^ikM' 
hat  done,  or  from  the  i<ni*»*»^rHo«* 
giaen  of  hM.ia)cadao(iMa<rf|«*'' 
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>j««t  is  ih»  tftMnwtin  »r  ib« 
orld;  and  she  wi(h«  to  make  n  Iributarf  to 
int  end,  ■od,  ifponible,  to  embroil  ui  lo  a  war 
iih  Bo^Iind. 

The  diapotiiion  of  Booaparte  towards  us  mts 
ot  alone  an  hid  aera  of  aggTMrioa,  rapine,  aod 
lunder;  ihe  impriioniBeDt  of  our  citiaeaH,  the 
jrning  and  sfqueMralion  of  oar  pronerrjr.  He  hai 
eaped  upon  this  deroied  eoaniry  all  the  epjtbelB 
rtiich  malice  coald  saggesi  or  ifrtnajr  diciaie; 
e  bas  exhaosied  the  cup  of  biiieritesa,  and  made 
a  drink  (he  ittgi  of  bumiliatioQ ;  be  ha*  de- 
lared  hi*  decree*  Bhoold  laSer  no  chanfe,  and 
mt  the  AmcricaiM  abould  take  tha  poiitive  oha- 
■eier  of  alliei  or  enemiea.  A*  long  tgo  ai  (be 
Sth  of  JairaarTj  1808,  he  issued  a  dnslaniion  of 
rar  for  us  aniost  Great  Britftia ;  no  aneondi- 
lonal  surrender  af  roar  Hgbis  is  demanded,  or 
n  obedience  to  bis  dicmtea.  And  arii  we  not  Id 
lie  act  of  fieldina  obedience?  Sir,  the  natioD, 
rhicb  pretends  to  dicinie  lam  lo  another,  offers 
haios.  With  more  than  chrisiiao  charilf  do  Te 
leem  to  forget  aad  forgire  the  indigniiin  oSVred 
o  our  oatianal  character;  aod  the  unkind,  the 
levereat  cat  of  all  to  the  preacoi  Admioiairaiioa, 
eoDlaioed  in  the  letter  uf  the  Due  de  Cadore  ta 
Qeneral  Arroatroag,  of  the  17ih.  of  Februatv, 
1810-,  in  which  we  are  told  that  hi*  Majewvcoald 
place  DO  reliance  ea  tbe  ptfweeding*  of  iba  United 
Slates.  We  Ire  adTised  to  lea r  to  pieces  the  act 
of  our  indepeDdenve;  declared  to  be  more  abject 
than  tbe  slare*  of  Jamaroa;  that  we  are  mea 
witbou(  honor,  enei^f,  or  ju9(  poliileal  *iem; 
that  we  will  be  obliged  to  fight  for  inlercit,  al^r 
baring  refused  to  fight  for  honor.  Our  present 
rulers  are  there  conirasied  with  the  brave  and 
generous  heme*  of  oDr  Ravolutinn,  and  they  are 
declared  to  be  fit  for  the  jroke  which  bad  been 
thrown  off  by  their  aocestori.  This  ieilec  had 
scarcely  reached  our  shores,  the  ink  was  scarcely 
dry,  it  was  fresh  io  our  memories,  whea  the  tel- 
ler of  ihe  5iji  of  Augnst  was  received;  which, 
like  a  Lethean  draught,  threw  the  shade  of  ob- 
livion over  our  insultsaDdoDrwrDDn;  weaippcd 
the  poison  aa  it  fell,  and  1  fe»t  it  is  taat  spreading, 
through  the  body  politic- 
Mr,  Speakar,  I  (urn  witb  disgnsi  from  thaaa 
polluted  pages  Mori  me— this  hi*(«rir  of  oar 
wrongs,  Ibis  tyrant's  love— would  (a  Ood  they 
could  be  bloded  from  our  memoriei ;  or,  if  r^ 
tn^mbered,  let  it  be  wiib  abhornace  aad  detes- 

1  deprfcata  tbe  coarse  of  policy,  if  policy  it 
may  be  termed,  which  is  aow  about  to  be  forced 
Bpon  us.  1  protest  against  it  as  a  meaaure  inja- 
Tiaos  lo  ounelves ;  weak,  temporiuog,  and  par- 
tial in  iit  operation  on  foreign  nations ;  Dnaii' 
ibotized  by  the  aclnal  state  oftbingi  { and  calcu- 
lated to  baB[en  the  period  of  oat  union  wilh  the 
destiaita  of  P/aaoa. 

Sir,  nnless  we  lara  riomtbia  wayward  aoaraa. 
this  highway  ta  rain,  (he  lima  eiMtot  be  very 
dMtan(  when  yonr  deaerted  pori^  your  nniabab- 
|i«d  eJiiea,  your  oppreaaed  peeple.  and  even  yonr 
"resides  and  voor  attar*  witt  only  exhibit  the 
WMBusf what ther were.    AM(ire«f,sir,  ' 


riod  ia  fast  apyroachi^  when  it  will  not  agaia 
said,  "that  we  aro  a  people  wiih  vbom  (he 
Serceapirit  oflibeny  isMronger  than  among  any 
aiber  people  on  earth ;  whoa*  inGiitotiona  iti- 
spire  ifaem  with  tofiy  sentinoents;  who  do  not 
jtidge  of  an  ill  principle  only  by  an  actual  vriev- 
aaee;  but  who  anticipate  tbe  evil,  and  judge  ef  , 
tbe  prcsiQre  of  the  frievanee  by  the  badness  of 
the  priacipla;  who  snuff  ibe  approach  of  tyran- 
ny in  every  tainted  breexe." 
When  Mr.  V.  had  concluded,  the  Hoaae  ad- 
jonmed  to  ais  o'clock  (hi*  evening. 

FEBBuinT  27— Sir  cfclock,  P.  Af. 

The  House  was  called  to  order,  andreiomad 
(be  unfinished  buaioet*. 

A  BoiioB  waa  made  by  Mr.  Bahimlph,  (o  po*(- 

}a«.  (he  subject  to  Friday  next,  and  lost— ayea 

1,  no«s  36. 

A  motion  was  then  tnikie  by  Mr.  R.,  to  poet-, 
pone  it  until  to-moriew. 

On  this  motion  a  debate,  which  from  its  naiura 
caused  irritation,  took  place,  in  which  Messrs. 
RANnoi.PB  aod  Brpas  were  ibe  principal  speak- 
Much  warmth  was  excited,  and  frequent  calla 

>  order  made. 

T^  qnesiion  on  poatponement,  (ill  to-morrow, 
.  «*  daoided  by  yeas  aod  nays,  For  poaipone- 
ment,  44;  against  it,  74 — as  follows  : 

Yais— Jweph  AUta.DsniH  BIaMdell,Jame«  Breck- 
inridge. John  C.  Chambertun,  WiltiDm  Chamberlin, 
Epaphiodita*  CfaampioD,  Mirtin  CbttlandeD,  Williaai 
Ely,  Jimes  Emoit,  Barent  Gardenier,  Edwin  Gray, 
WilliArn  Hals,  Nsthsniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heister, 
Ebeneiec  Huntington,  -Richtn]  Jackaon,  jun.,  Robert 
Jenkins,  Herman  Knickeibacker,  Joseph  I^i*is,jun., 
Bobert  Le  Roy  Livingaton,  Matthew  Iiyon,  Vincent 
Matlbens,  Archibald  McBiyde,  Witllam  Mitnar,  Jona- 
tfaan  0.  Moaelej,  Joseph  Peirson,  Benjamin  Fickman, 
jun.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Elisha  R.  Paii«r,  Jouah 
Quincy,  John  Randolph.  Daniel  Bhefley,  Richard  Stan- 
ford, John  Stsniey,  Janus  StepheDson,  Lsnis  B.  Btur- 
ges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggait,  Benjaoiin  Tall- 
msdge,.  Nicholas  Tan  Dyke,  Archibald  Tan  Horn, 
Killian  K.  Van  Bensaelacr,  Laban  Whealon,  and  Eie- 
kiel  Whitman. 

Nits— Lemsel  J.  Alston,  Willi*  Alston,  Ion.,  W^ 
liain  Anderson,  Blekiel  Bacon,  David  Barif,  William 
T.  Barn,  Bnmall  Baasett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adsm 
Boyd,  RAbert  Brown,  WWam  A.  Bnrwelt,  William 
Botisr,  Langdon  CbeTss,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Ctop-' 
tim,  Janfts  Cochran,  William  Crawford,  Richard 
Cotta,  JiAn  Dawson,  Jo«e(A  Desha,  John  W.  Bppea, 
WillMm  Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Banlllai  Gan- 
nett, Oidaon  Gardner,  Tbomaa  Gholsm,  Peterson 
Ooodwyn,  Jacob  Hufly,  Richard  M.  Johnaon,  Thomaa 
Kenan,  William  Kennedy,  Aaron  Lyie,  Nsthsniel  Ma- 
eon,  Bamnel  McKen,  WiUiam  McKinley,  Pleasant  M. 
Miller,  Samuel  L,  MitchiB,  John  Montgomery,  Nlcb- 
otu  B.  Moore,  TMiofflaa  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Ourdon  8.  Mnmlbrd,  TfaoniasNawbotd,  Thomas  New- 
ton, John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  H*a  of  Penn- 
aylTsnis,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richard*, 
Samnel  Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Eraatns  Root,  John 
Rose,  Bbenenr  8sge,  Lemnel  Sawyer.  John  A.  Scad- 
der,  Bb^eiar  Beaver,  Adam  Beybert,  Samael  Sbaw, 
Dmb^   aiaaH,  Jokn  Sialliai  Owng*  Snulh,  Jefca 
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Ballh,  Bunud  Saith,  Join  I^MBffMO,  Uri  Tncfi 
GaorB*  M.  Trww,  Chvle*  Turner,  junior,  Robert 
WwUij.Bobvt  WbiUluJl,  and  Robart  Wiiheripooii. 

Mr.  PtTKTn  (poke  nwr«  iban  ma  bour  a^iait 
the  bill  fctavfUj,  tad  in  inpiMrt  of  (h«  ptoieH- 
lar  prapoaition  wbieb  he  wm  about  to  Mtk«.  He 
cMiend«d  thai  ths  Kmperof  of  Fnoee  bail  »<M 
fulfilled  hi*  rngagemeoi  lo  the  Uniud  Sraiei,  iD< 
wmunh  at  the  deorcM,  if  reiroktd,  whidi  b«  de- 
nied, had  ooi  be«o  tevoked  oa  tb«  daf  on  wkicb 
be  bad  aogaged  to  rerok*  iheni.  He  quoted  ike 
biitory  of  (he  coaaexion  of  Spaia  wiib  Franaa 
a*  feTideoce  of  the  perfidy  of  Booapaite,  from 
vhom  ha  laid  no  compliaace  with  his  promiMi 
eauld  be  eipccted,  &c.  la  sniiponing  bia  amend- 
meol,  Mr.  P.  eooiended  for  its  banefteial  aiveti 
to  our  latreliaaut  snd  it  would  not,  be  muI,  be 
mora  a  breaeh  of  a«  eoatract  wilb  Frauee  ihaa 
the  Gr«t  lectioa  of  ibe  bill  now  before  tbe  Hooae. 
Tbe  one  was,  in  fact,  a*  luueh  a  departure  frffin 
th«  eogaKeaieai  wilb  Franee  at  ihe  other.  The 
folluwia;  wai  iht  ameodoMiil  oflercd  by  Mr. 
PiTKiH  : 

Prvwittd,  abo,  Tbct  notbiog  in  Aia  act,  or  tbe  act 
to  whiefa  Ihii  ii  a  aupplenient,  iball  be  eonatiued  to 
aAet  anj  vaueli  awoed  wholly  bj  a  dtiien  or  dliaea* 
of  the  United  Statea,  or  the  carytea  of  any  each  vea- 
aela  whleb  iball  ha*a  elaand  oat  fmn  any  part  ia  rtie 

Waat  Ikdtea  witkia daja  aftw  tke  Sd  af  PabraaTy, 

I8I1. 

Tbe  folloirtBf  wvre  the  yoi  and  naji  on  the 
motion :  ' 

Yau-^o«ph  Allen,  Daniel BIii>den,Janie*Brack- 
enriilge,  John  C.  ChamberUia,  WUliaoi  Cbambcrlin, 
Epephroditua  CbampioD,  J«m«(  Cocbnn,  John  Dav- 
enport, Jr.,  William  EAj,  Jamea  Emott,  Barfnt  Oaide- 
niec,  Charlei  Golilebo rough,  Thomai  R.  GelJ,  William 
Hale,  MaAamel  A.  HaTrn,  Daniel  HaiMci,  Ebenei«[ 
Huntington,  Robert  Janklni,  WiUian  Kennadjri  Her- 
nao  Knickorbacker,  Malthew  Ljon,  Jfatb&niBt  Macon, 
-  Tincwit  MattbeWa,  Archibald  McBryda,  Bamnel  Mc- 
Kee,  William  Milnor,  SamtMl  L.  Milchill,  JonatluD 
0.  Moaeleir,  Joaeph  Pcaraon,  TiDwth*  Pitkin,  junior, 
Joaiab  Quinc},  John  Randolph,  John  A.  Jdcudjer, 
Daniel  Sheffej,  Daonia  Smelt,  Bamuel  Smith,  Hicbard 
Btanloid,  Lewu  B.  Stargea,  Jacob  Snoope,  Sanuel 
Tasgatt,  Bemamjn  Tallnadge,  Jobn  Thoawon,  Ar- 
chibald Van  Horn.I^baD  Wheatoa.Eickiel  Whitman, 
and  Jamea  Wilaon — 40. 

Naia— Lamad  J.  AUtoB,  WiUia  AlatM.  jr.  WU- 
liam  AndenOD,  Biakiel  Bacont  Dawl  Bard,  WiUiam 
T.  Banj,  Butwell  Baaaalt,  Adam  Bojd,  Bobait  Brown, 
WilliauA.Buiwell,  Willian  Dvtlai,  Joaaph  Ualhono, 
Langdon  Cherea,  Maubaw  CIn,  William  Crawford, 
John  Dawaon,  JeMphDaaha,  John  W.Bppea,  Willi 
Findlej,  BarailUi  Oannatt,  Qidaan  Gaidner,  Thai 
Obolaon,  Pelenon  GoodwjD,  Jauia  Uidtaod,  Jacob 
Hafly,  Rickard  M.  Joknaon,  John  Leva,  Aaron  Ljle, 
WillJam  McKinlej,  Plaaaant  M.  Miller,  John  Monlfo- 
nieij,  Nicbolaa  R.  Moore,  Tbomae  Moore,  Jeramiab 
Konow,  Qurdon  8.  Hambrd,  Thomaa  Newkold,  I1io< 
maa  Nanrton,  Jobn  PortM,  fVt«i  B.  Porter.  Jokn  Raa 
of  PennqrlTania,  Jobn  Rbaa  of  Teonaaaaa.  HatlUi 
Biehanla,  Bamuel  RinHobl,  John  Baan^  Etaati 
Root,  John  Boai,.EbeDaier  Sage,  BlMUMaer  Bean  . 
Sanoal  8baw,  John  fiaailia,  Saorge  Smiih,  John  Bniih, 
VA  Tnt^,  OMTga  H.  Tf«q^  CbadM  Taraar,  jwtin 


Rebart  WbUahUl.  Bobwt  Wilhi^na,  ui  bM 

Wright— 68. 

Mr.  FiTKix  again  mo* ed  to  amrad  ibt  itun 
by  inaeriingaftef  ibe  proriiioa  einpcigglna 
ihe  Dperauoa  of  the  ««ctioo,  reaHli  abictiuM 
for  port*  beyond  the  Cape  of  Gkioif  Hope  pciiiR 
the  lOtb  day  of  November,  1610,  ikc»o[d.-ii 
any  ports  in  (he  Weat  Indiea."  Heuidkiiotiid 
waa  to  place  tbe  liadera  in  our  ptoduenik 
Weat  IndiM  on  the  same  footing  wiUiit|nu 
Eaai  India  metcbaBis. 

For  iba  amasdnieBti  ^i  agaiait  i\^a-u 
followa : 

y»»-BiaUal  BaMB,  DaM  BUM  1m 
BnckMuidge,  John  G.  OhaakaiUio,  Wttate 
heilia,  Bpaptmditaa  ChMupion,  JamaCMtmM* 
DaTanpoct,  janior,  Wilban  £lj,  Jaan  SaM.  hM 
Oanlewer,  Cbirlea  GoldabMmigb,  TtaaitLC* 
William  Hale,  Notbaoial  A.  Haven,  Uuiil  HM 
Ebeneui  Huntington,  Robert  Jenkini,WiBiu&» 
nedy,  Hennan  Knicknbackci,  HitUioL;M.NiiW 
niel  Macon,  Vincent  Matthew*,  Aidulald  HcDrrii, 
Bamuat  McKee,  William  Milnor,  loulku  0.  )(» 
lej,  Joaeph  Peanon,  TiniDthj  Rtkin.jmiia,  ESib  I 
Potter,  Jonah  (Juiney,  John  Randoffl,  ;<ta  Bm 
Jriin  A.  Scudder,  Daniel  Bbcfln,  DnuhASn 
Bmitb,  Samuel  Smitb,  Riebard  StuiM,  Lna  i- 
Sturgea,  Jaoob  .  Bwoooe,  ianuel  Ti«f>l,  Bt^ua 
TaHmadg*.  JiAn  Thompaoo,  Uii  Tracy,  A^IWTn 
Hon,  Uhaa  Wbaatoo,Baaki<<  Wknwia,>WlM 
Witaoo. 

Ni»— Lm»*1  J.  AMaa,  Willi*Akkia,ja,n- 


well  B—att,  AiUnt  Boy^  Bekart  Bmn,  'iti 
Bnllar,  Joaapb  Calhow),  Longdeo  Cknnu— 
CU«,  William  Ciawlbrd,  Richard  Citl«  Jila  lla»> 
Joauh  Dciba.  John  W.  Em**,  WiliHFi*'l>I> 
abtU.  Franklin,  BataiUai  OanoeU,  Oi^  Gw' 
Thomaa  Gholaon,  PeUraon  Good>ya,JM«»M 
Jacob  Hully,  Richard  M.  JiAoam.Jdiu  Lm^ 
Ljle,  WillUm  McKinley,  Plriaaai  E  »"",  Sj*«' 
L.  Mit<hUI,  John  MonigDme7.  NkW«  1  «?«• 
Tboqiai  Moore,  Gurdon  8.  Mmafcri,  n««^<^ 
hold,  Tbona*  Newton,  Peter  B.  fwm.  J™*?" 
Pennayltanla,  John  Hh»*ofTBaD«i«,>l«*"^ 
ai^  Bamnel  Kngg6ld,  John  Re*M  ^'^"Jt' 


rtWkJKU>>>* 


Hamnel  Shaw,  John  SmiUa,  J< 
Tiaap,  CHiariaaTBrAar,jnBioi^ 
art  WitbenpooD,  aad  Babert  Wiigbi 

Mr.  Ltoit  aatd  there  WB  no  « i«  tm '« 
when  gantlemen  would  not  mi*«  ^Jrj 
tbai  were  adraoeerf ;  lud,  when  Ae  m  '^' 
hi*  .laying  here  wa*  to  k«P»1'^°;"^iB 
the  bill,  he  would  not  hiio»elf  eww'"??!; 
loBg«r,     H«   moved  an   adjiw™""'' 

add  W  the  prori.0,  in  farof  of  EwlW*  ""'■"' 
the  followlBit;  ,   ,;„i,, 

«  A»d,  abo,"  that  whm  Miy  wad  f-^to. V 
dtitanar  citiien*  of  tbe  UatledM^"*? ,  ^^ 
ri«ad  after  Aa  aaaottd  ^  of  t^f^^^iA 
pott  of  dia  UMtad  Slataa  fron  *q  ■"^jUl 
port;  a»d  .aid  «.a»i  rfwH  haa*  b*»;«*** 


Kiat  i«4«a  af  tba  «Awt  <lNN  laeb  M 
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IM  ID  Uw  Hnan  i 
■akiag  aucb  wIiDrei.}  4iid  if  it  A*\i  appeir  to  tba 
kttalactinn  of  lud  judge,  bj  atatemeat  or  aciiaaDt  eui- 
snt,  on  oatb  or  ■ffiimaCioii,  or  tach  otLer  proof  ai  the 
■ture  of  the  caae  will  admit,  that  aaid  veaHl  baJ,  at 
IB  time  of  ber  arriral,  no  other  product!  or  propartj 
om  BDy  Britiib  Weit  Inilia  portlhati  tihataroaefrom 
ropertjF  actually  exported  from  the  Unitetl  Slatea  pre- 
iuua  to  the  proclamation  of  the  PrMrdenI  of  the  Uni- 
!d  Statea  of  tba  3d  uf  NoTomber,  1810,  in  tbat  caae 
le  waid  diatrict  jadga  ihall  certify  tbe  fact  lo  the  proper 
fficer  haTing  the  cnaEody  of  aach  Toaael  or  property, 
•hoae  daty  it  abtdl  be  dieTeapon  to  nleaae  and  reatorc 
la  MMM  to  (he  awnri  or  ownera  tbareot" 
For  tbe  toal\m,  39 ;  a^iDst  it,  66 — as  rollotrs 
ViAa — Daniel  Blaiadell,  Jamea  firockenridge,  John 
\  Cbamberlain,  William  Cbimbeitio,  Epaphroditoa 
Champion,  John  DtTenpurt,  Jan.,  William  Ely,  Jamea 
Imott.  Cfaarlea  Ooldiborongh,  Tbomai  R.  Gold,  Wil- 
•m  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Havn),  Daniel  Hcieler,  Jona- 
ban  H>  Hubbard,  Ebanaur  Ruatington,  Ri^ard 
Bckson,  Jan.,  Robert  Jenkina,  Williara  Kennedy, 
fatbuiirl  Macon,  AreUbaJd  MoBryde,  Sanniel  Me- 
Cae,  Williaat  HUnor,  Janadian  O.  MoMtey,  Joaeph 
>ear»n.  Ttmatfay  Pitkin,  jan^  EUtba  R.  Potter, 
loaiab,  tjoincy,  Daniel  8bef^,  Dennia  ant\t,  Richard 
iUnrord.  John  Stanley,  Lawia  B.  Storsea,  Jacob 
Jwoope,  Bamoel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tettmadge, 
^ichibaJd  Van  Horn,  Laban  Wtieaioa,  Etekiel  Whit- 
nan,  and  Jamea  Wilaoo, 

N<Ta— Lemne!  J.  Alaton,  Willi*  Alaton,  jnn.,  Wil- 
iam  Anderaon,  David  Bard,  William  T.  Barry,  Bui^ 
x'cll  BaaBtttc,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Soberi 
Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  William  BuUer,  Joaeph 
I^alhoun,  Ltogdon  Cbevea,  Matthew  Clay,  Jacae* 
Cochran,  William  Crawford,  Bicbaril  Cutte,  John 
Dawson,  Joaeph  Dsahi.,  John  W.  Eppei,  William 
Findley,  Maahack  Franklin,  BaixitUi  Gannett,  Gideon 
Gardner,  Tboaiaa  Gbolaon,  Peteraon  GooJwyn,  Jamea 
Holland,  Jacob  Huftv,  Richard  M.  Johnaon,  Thomaa 
Kenan,  John  I^Te,  Aaron  L;te,  William  McKinte;, 
Plearaal  M.  Millar,  John  Mootgomery,  Nicholai  R. 
Mooie,  Thoma*  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  G onion  S. 
Momford,  Thomaa  Newbold,  Thonua  Newton,  John 
Porler,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rea  of  PeunayNania. 
John  Rhea  of  Tenneiaee,  Mattluaa  Bicharda,  SamuaJ 
Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Graatua  Root,  BbeneHr  Saga, 
ThomuSanimana,  John  A.Scuildar,  E  be  nam  Beaver, 
Samuel  Bbaw,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John 
Smith,  Baioaet  Bmith,  John  Tbompaan,  Dri  Tracy, 
George  M.  Troup,  Cbariea  Tumor,  jun.,  Robert 
Weakley,  Robert  WhilahiL,  Robert  WitherapooD,  and 
Robert  Wright. 

Mr.  PoTTCR  laid  be  preautned  aa  geailemaD 
wished  to  etiforca  the  noo-intercoursa  in  can 
Prance  should  not  have  reroked  ber  ieeieea. 
Uodet  thit  idea  he  raoved  lo  inaeri,  after  the 
clauae  declarinf  the  Doa-imporinlioa  in  force  aa 
10  Qreat  Britain,  the  folloniag  amendment; 

"In  taae  France  baa  ao  ravskad  or  Dwdtfied  hor 
wreaa  ae  that  tbw  have  ceaaed  to  TioUta  the  nealni 
mnmarce  of  the  United  Stalea." 

Mr.  Bppis  lemarked  that  thia  ■mcodflieQl 
woaid  go  to  reduce  thioga  to  that  aiate  which 
Ihii  law  waa  iateaded  to  guard  a^iost,  wa  t  il 
would  place  the  deeiaioD  on  tbe  esiatence  of  the 
BM-iniereoane  at  the  diaeratioa  of  tbe  conru. 
He  rettiarked  alao,  Ibat  it  vaa  not  pnpoawl  on 
LllUCoif.  SdScss.— SS 


either  aide  of  the  Hoaie.  after  tbe  arrangemeot, 
in  April,  1609,  with  Qr^i  Britain,  to  re-toaet 
the  BOfi-iatereotine  wiifa  ber,  eoadiiioned  thai 
sbe  afaould  not  fulSI  ber  engagement.  Wbf  waa 
il  now  ihongbt  necesstrr  id  this  caael 

Mr.  WiBAToii  ro«e,  and  on  tii'n  m 01  ion  went 
al  large  into  the  meriia  of  the  bill,  and  ofih* 
eowrse  of  Admin  titration  for  jttn  past.  The 
bill  was  UDoeeeiaary ;  he  could  see  no  use  for  it, 
fioles*  to  faror  the  fiewj  of  she  great  NapoleoD, 
lo  tbe  deprvuion  of  Great  Brttalo.  He  went 
into  a  mio  of  reaeoning  to  anppoTl  the'opinions 
he  adviDoed,  and  to  ihowthat  fur  the  last  ten 
rears  everythiag  bad  gone  wrong,  and  Ibat  ihii 
bill  waa  a  part  of  the  aame  perateioug  system. 

The  (jtiettroD  on  Mr,  Pottkb's  amendmetil 
Was  decided  bj  yeas  and  nayt,  aa  follows: 

TiiB—AbiJah  Blgelow,  Daniel  Blaiadell,  JamM 
Breekenridge,  William  A.  Bnrwell,  John  Campbell^ 
William  Chamberlin,  Bpaphroditus  Cbampion,  John 
DaTenjMrt,  Jan.,  WiUiam  Hale,  Bbeneier  Hnnifng- 
lon,  Riebatd  Jaokeon,  jnn.,  Robert  Jenkina,  WlUiam 
Kennedy,  Robert  Le  Roy  Litingaton,  NachaDiri  Mk- 
can,  Archibald  HeBryde,  Willi' 


O.  Moaaley,  Benjamin  Picki»n,  Jan.,  Timtrthy  PitUo, 
iuD.,  Eliaba  R.  Potter,  JoaieJi  Quincy,  John  Rmdalpta. 


Lewia  B.  Btnrges,  Bwnnel  Taggart,  Benjamin  TaH- 
madge,  John  Thompeon,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archi- 
bald Van  Horn,  Kiilian  K.  Van  Ranaaelaei,  I^ten 
Wbeaton,  and  EMhJel  Whitnnn— 36. 

Niia-- Lemuel  J.  Akton,  Willis  Alaton,  jus,, 
WiUiatn  Anderson,  Daviii  Bard,  WiUiam  T.  Banv, 
Burwell  BoMem  WiUiam  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Bwd, 
Bebart  Brown,  WilllBDi  Bailer,  Jweph  Calkonn, 
Langtlon  Chavaa,  Matthew  OUy,  Jbum  Coofann, 
WiUiam  Crawlard,  Bitghard  Cutia,  John  Dnwaon,  John 
W.  Eppaa,  WUliMn  Pindley,  Mealuek  F(wiUk>, 
Barallai  Gannett,  Qldaan  OaHdnar,  TtMNoat  Ohdasn, 
Fetonon  Ooodwyn,  Jamea  Hidtand,  Jaoob  Hn^, 
Riohard  M.  Jobnaon,  lliaanaa  Kenan,  John  Len, 
Awm  Lyie,  Saaaael  McKee,  WiMam  HcKinley, 
Pleasant  M.  Miller,  SajMiet  L.  MiteUU,  John  MwU 
gomary, Nicholas  R.  Mooee, ThMnasiVeore,  JeNnltah 
Monow,  Gunlon  8.  Mnmfbid,  Thomas  NewboU, 
Thotoe*  Newton,  John  Potter,  Petw  B.  Porter,  Jetei 
Rea  of  PannqtTaaia,  John  Rhea  of  Tennaasae,  Mat- 
thias Kiefaanls,  Saaanel  Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Eraattaa 
Root,  Ebenewr  Sage,  Thomas  eaaaoB*,  John  A. 
Scadder,.  Ebeneaar  8en«ar,  Adam  Seybert,  aamiMi 
Sbaw,  Donnia  Bmelt,  John  Bmilie,  Qeorge  Seahh, 
John  Smith,  Uri  Tracy,  Qeotge  M.  Tronp,  Chaihn 
Turner,  jnn.,  Bobeit  Weekley,  Robert  Whitebill, 
Robert  Witherepoon,  and  Bobett  Wright— 66. 

HoMFORs  mored  to  make  a  rarbal  aoMnd- 
in  ihe  proviso  for  excepting  from  seizure 
Teateis  sailing  lot  a  port  beyond  ihe  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  previoas  lo  the  lOib  of  Deoember. 

Hr.  Pitkin  made  a  motion  to  strike  eat  ibe 
whole  proriao.  He  was  nnwilting  that  eneh  a 
dialinciion  should  be  made  in  favor  of  a  panien- 
lar  clatf  of  merchants.  He  wooM  pince  aU  mer- 
chants  on  the  aame  footing. 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  lo  recommit  ibeaeetioit 
under  consiritraiJon  for  ibe  purpose  of  inserting 
tbe  proTino  jnat  ofieted  by  Mr.  Pitkik  and  re- 
jwted.    MaiioBlmi— 40u)i0. 
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Mcwn.  PicKHAM.  OABDaHtM,  and  Epph,  op* 
|M*ed  Mr.  Pitkin'b  inoiion. 

MeMf*.  Stamlbt  and  Pottib  ipoke  in  faror 
of  it. 

Ths  motion  wai  negatired — 13  to  83. 

Mr.  MuMFoas's  motion  for  a  verbal  ameod- 
menl  was  ihvn  carried. 

Aliout  lialf  pan  oar  o'clock,  (he  qonlion  waa 
taken  od  concuiriag  wiib  the  ConiiniKee  of  ibe 
Whole  Id  the  agreemant  to  the  tecond  ■aetion  of 
Mr.  Epraa's  imesdmeDi.  and  carried. . 

Mr.  Ltom  moved  lo  iirike  out  so  moeb  of  the 
lart  wciion  onder  eoniideretJDn  at  destgoate*  b; 
numberi  the  ecciIodi  <^  the  non  iDlercourae  taw 
to  be  rerired,  aad  in  pUce  ibereof  to  inMrl  the 
(eciioQs  themieUet  at  large.  He  said  that  ii 
would  be  iaeultiDg  (he  people  of  the  (Jailed 
State*  to  pRM  the  bill  ai  it  now  »(ood,  ai  ibey 
would  not  b«  able  toaaceriaia  ibe  meuiiiif  irt 
the  law. 

A  diTisioD  of  the  queiiion  wai  called  for,  aad 
the  qucelioD  onilrikiog  out  the  word  ■  propowd 
to  be  era*ed  wai  decided  br  fea^  and  oaya,  and 
loal — yeai  13,  nay*  67,  ai  followi ; 

TiAi — JkiDM  Emott,  Barent  Ottdeoiei,  Thomaj  R. 
Oold,  EWneier  HaelinftOD,  Matthew  Lvon,  Archibald 
MeBrTde,  Timotby  mkln,  Jr.,  Bliah*  R.  Poller,  John 
Stantey,  Jacob  Swoom,  Benjamin  Tallmadp,  Archi- 
balil  T*n  Horn,  and  Eieklel  Whitman. 

Nat>— Lemnel  J.  Aliton,  Willii  Aliton.jun.,  Wil- 
liam Aniknon,  David  Bard,  William  T.  Barrj,  Bur- 
well  BaaMitt.  William  W.  Bibb,  Aden  Boyd,  KobaH 
Brawn,  WiHiam  A.  BnrweQ,  Willinm  Botier,  JoacErii 
Calbaun,  Langdon  Cheiea,  Matthew  Claj,  Jamn 
Co<)van,  WiUiem  CiawiiKd,  Richard  Cntta,  John 
Daweon,J<Mi>(ik  Deaha,  John  W.  En>«,  Wm.  Find. 
bj,  Maahack  Franklin,  Binillai  JHnneU,  Gideon 
Oaidner,  Thomaa  Gbolioa,  Petenon  OkhIwjd.  Jamea 
Holland,  Jeoob  Hony,  Ricbaid  M.  JofaMon,  William 
Kennedy,  Jobn  Lon.  Aaron  Lyie,  Nathaniel  Maoon, 
Ssmnel  McKee,  William  McKinley,  Pleaaant  M.  Mil- 
ler,  Bamnel  L.  MitiAill,  John  Moatgomwy,  Kicholic 
R.  Maore,  Thomaa  Moore,  Jeremiah  Mmtow,  Oerdon 
8.  Mnmibn],  Thomaa  Newbold,  Thomaa  Newton,  John 
Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Bee  of  Penn^lTania, 
John  Rhea  of  TenaeHee,  Matthiaa  RicbBTd*,  Samnel 
UaSBold,  Jokn  Roane,  Eraatvi  Root,  BbMeaei  Sage, 
John  A.  Bondder,  Ebeoexn  Saaeer,  Adam  ftnybert, 
Uri  Tran,  Oeerfe  M.  Tronp,  Cfaacle*  Turner,  jnn., 
Babert  Weakley,  RidieTt  Wbitehill,  and  Robert  WiOi. 


Itn 


^  now  half  past  two  o'clock  in  the  i 


Mr.  Lton  then  called  for  the  reading  of  all 
the  oeotiont  which  were  eaumerated  in  the  He- 
lton under  coaijderation. 

The  readiofr  wnt  objected  to  by  Mr.  W.  At.- 
aTON.  on  the  ground  (hat  it  was  only  iDieailad  to 
coaRume  the  time  of  the  Hoaie. 

The  qneation  wai  staled  by  (he  Spbakkb,  whe- 
ther (beta  aeciions  should  be  read. 

Mr.  OARDinnia  waa  speaking  nther  diffuaely 

(HI  this  question,  when  the  preTiau*  question 

enforcea. 

Mr.  Qbolboh  called  for  the  previous  qnestioo 
on  the  moiioa  for  reading  ibeaa  eeeiions. 

The  prcTiou  qveatioa-WM  tbea  taken  aeesnl- 


o  ihe  rnlw  of  thellonse,  asfsHnrsi'-SM 
nein  quesiioD  be  now  put?"  and  mrntla 
the  affirmaiive. 

r. 'QmniRiEti  then  begsniodebaKiltiu 
qneHtton  on  reading  the  docutneot. 

Mr.  OnoLsoN  objened  To  debate  is  lb  tap 
of  the  butiiiess  aiout  of  order,  the  Hodh  Iutii; 
delermiaed  ihe  prerioaa  queitiou  in  thtifoi- 
life,  and  ibereby  precluded  debate. 

Tbe  Spbaeeb  decided  that,  Bccardii[itilt 
Isle  practice  of  the  Houae,  ii  wu  is  txivk' 
bale  the  main  question  after  tbe  prfiiie|tB- 
lion  had  been  taken.  He  said  diatiha|niiici 
had  been  eslablisbed  by  the  Houiel^tlKB* 
iwo  years  ago,  in  opposition  loss  opIaioiAu 
he  himself  had  alwap  enterlaiDd.indbiliba 
declared.  His  decision  on  (bat  Mcuogniv 
versed,  and  he  fell  himself  boand  bj  ibitifn 
sion  of  the  sense  of  the  Hooste. 

Mr.  Obolsok  appealed  from  ikefaius' 
the  Sneaker. 

A  oebate  commeaced  on  Ibisspprtlina^ 
Speaker's  decijioa.  Mr.  P.  B.  Poanindd 
que*iton  of  order  whether  the  amtl  cw"  k 
debated.  The  BpiaEaa  decidedMwln 
the  practice  of  the  Hoase. 

FroiD  Ihis  deeiaioD,  also,  an  ippal **>■*'' 
by  Mr.  P.  B.  PoitTBn,  and  the  deeiiiiiii  nrnKd 
by  a  vole — yeas  13,  nayS  66,  sa  rolloirt: 

Tub— Abijah  fligelow.  BirenlOariBBn.BW 
JackaoB,  junior,  Matthew  Ltoo,  Nubiail  "■'^ 
Arcbihatd  McBryde,  Eliiiba  R.  FolUr,  Jola  1^  ^ 
der,  Richard  SUnlord,  Jacob  ewMpclKUl*" 
Horn,  Labtn  Wb«aton,  and  EaaM  Wbiiau. 

Nita— Lemuel  J.  Alatnn,  WiJIii  AWMi.iii'*^ 
AndeTM>n,  Darid  Bard.  William  T.  flinj,  Bb" 
fiaaaett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam  B<)^R'l''B'r 
WBHam  A.  Bemell,  Williim  Bndw,  J-f'* 
honn,  Langdon  Cheree,  Matthew  Chj,Ji»«<**  . 
ran,  William  Crawford,  liebard  CBUa,J**"* 
Joseph  De^a,  Jobn  W.  Eppes.  WilluFWIq'.'*' 
•hsck  Pmnklin,  Bar^Iai  Banaett  G>l«"  «™* 
Thomaa  Ohdson,  Peterran  Goedwya,  lux*  ^«M, 
Jacob  Hnfty,  Richard  M.  JohnaoD.lVW  ^™* 
Willism  Kennedy,  John  Lots,  hvf  li^  ™J 
McKco,  Wmiam  MBKinl«y,Pl«a«uil>i.lfi^>™ 
L.  Mltcbili,  Jobn  Montgomery,  Kichota  tiwi 
Thomaa  Moore,  JeremUh  Moimw,  Gnri"  »  "J" 
ford,  Thomaa  Newbotd,  Thomai  Vvm.  «•' jT 
tor,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Bca  of  '^"^"ti™: 
Rhea  of  Tenne>ae«,  Hst&iu  KtJwnh  Sw"  "* 
gold,  John  Roane,  Enwta.  R(Nrt.Bb«iifW;8K^ 
aeier  SesTer,  Adam  Seybert,  B»ni»d  ™^r°p  ■ 
Smelt,  John  Bmilie,  Geoiga  ftnit*.  ^!!L*Tn^ 
Tracy.  G«»ge  M.  Traup,  C!.«j- jt^ltV^ 
Robert  Weakley,  Robert  Whibeha,  »< »""  " 

The  question  r^-earred  on  Mr- ti"»"0''''jr: 
peal.    The  dechion  of  theOaif!'  """^ 
iwd  it  wa*  decided  by  the  ^^'^^l^^Z 
prerious  question  waa  ''**i**^ '°,'^?j 
tbe  hhu  anestion  shoold  not  l«  «»'"■„„_, 

The  maifl  quesiion,  vii:  'BtaH'^^S^ 
be  r«d7"as  called  for  by  Mr-I-TOH."'"  ' 
aad  deiernined  in  the  negaiirt.  ^ 

Mr.  Bibb  moved  that  (be  bill  KJV-T-' 
B»dt«>d4lkir4iiBMsa«l  called  A»  Ike  fiPV" 
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luestion;  bat,  it  ihe  suggaiion  or  Mr.  Tmovp, 
piihdrev  bii  molioo  in  order  to  citable  Mr. 
!.  to  propose  a  new  necrioa  to  the  bill,  auibor- 
tiag  (he  President  to  employ  ■  tmmber  of  Tei- 
els  to  eoforee  the  prorisiona  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  'Haooh  obserTed,  that  the  leciioD  offered 
>y  the  geollenMD  from  Oeorgia,  (Mr.  Tbi>Dp,) 
Dvolved  BO  eipenditure  of  money,  and  tberefoie 
tut  it  lo  tbe  Cbatr,  whether  the  bill  ought  not  to 
le  recoDimittrd  to  a  Commiitee  of  the  Whole, 
inrsuaat  to  the  rules  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Tboop  said,  that,  to  relieve  the  Hoosa  from 
my  embarrawment,  ha  would  dow  withdraw  hi* 
kTnrndmeal. 

The  qn«B(ioo  net>rrin(  on  orderiog  tbe  bill  to 
le  vngTcnsed  fur  a  third  reading, 

Mr.  Macon  addressed  the  Chair  oo  the  meritt 
»f  the  bill  at  some  length.  He  beliered  the  Pre*- 
d«al  ID  hate  been  jusiifled  in  issuing  hii  procla- 
nation  by  the  Duke  de  Cadore's  letter;  but  a> 
lub'-equvni  informaiion  had  baca  received  from 
France,  tbe  quediuu  appeared  (o  him  to  resolva 
itself  into  ihiK.  Waa  the,  tequesiratioo  of  our 
reuels  from  tbo'  l»l  Norember  lo  the  2d  of  Feb- 
ruary «  violation  of  our  oeuiral  rights  or  doiI — 
Had  the  decreea  beeu  ao  modified,  under  pieseot 
circutnaiaDcea,as  tbiit  they  had  ceasvd  to  violate 
aui  neuinl  commerce?  Hecooeeired  not,  and 
shoultl  therefore  rota  araiost  the  bill.  He  depre- 
cated tba  coune  ef  oebate,  and  the  irriiatioa 
which  prevailed  ia  the  House,  ai  tending  to  bring 
thia  body  into  disrepute,  dto. 

Mr.  Qasobhibr  offered  the  ftJlowiag  amaad- 
meni  to  tbe  bill ; 

"  Artd  bt  it  furiho-  tnaettd.  That  if  the  Praaideiit 

of  tbe  UnilBd  tHalM  ibaH  not,  on  m  baloM  Iba 

day  of nait,  anoaiuioe,  by  prodamatioa,  that  the 

French  OaveraiBaat  baa  caaaad  isparatiaa  to  ba  naada 
ioi  (odi  qwliattaoa  span  Ite  naotnl  oaaaaMvoa  of  iha 
UniUid  StalM  aa  have  bean 'patpaKalad  in  OMBaqaanea 
of  the  nnlawfiil  adieta  of  rraaoa,  violaling  that  coin- 
inene,tban  tba  act  to  which  Ibia  ia  a  ao^ptenanl  aball 
saaaa  and  bs  void,  anything  tharela,  at  in  the  prdda> 
mation  of  the  PieaideDt  of  the  Unitad  Blalaa  of  the 
3d  NoTember  laal,  containad,  to  the  conlraiy  notwllb- 

On  molioa  of  Mr.  Rihooold,  the  previuui 
qncKiioD  00  the  amcDdmeui  wa*  required. 

The  preriows  queation  waa  put  and  carried, 

Mt.  QaaoKRiBK  proceeded  lo  debate  bii  amead  - 
mem. 

The  Spsakeh  declared,  according  to  ihe  decis- 
ioit  of  the  House  ibis  ereoiog,  that  tbe  queitiaii 
now  admiited  not  of  debate. 

Mr.  Qardemer  appealed  from  the  Speaker's 
decision,  wbicb  was  coofirmed  by  the  Houie. 

The  main  question  was  then  pat  on  Mr.  Oab- 
OBHiKa'a  ameodmeDi,  and  negaEived. 

Mr.  Q,  ihea  moTed  to  amend  the  bill  by  add- 
ing thereto  the  following  seciiao : 

"And  bt  it  further  tnadid.  That  if  tba  PiMidant 

of  th*  United  States  sbaO  not,  an  o(  before  the 

dty  cf next,  BnnDnnca,  by  prodsmaiion,  that  the 

francb  Gntemtnent  bas  eaaaed  restilotiOD  to  ba  mada 
af  an  Teaaels  and  CBrnea  aeiiad  by  its  order,  or  ander 
(wtanca  of  any  sv  atthar  of  Ita  adieta  violailBt  the 


fliat  day  of  Noienber  laat,  tban  amd  la  each  eaaa  tha 
act-to  which  this  a  supf  bment,  shall  and  betaby  ia 
dadarad  to  be  in  farca,  aa  weU  against  Prance  Mid  bat 
dapendeniaei  as  against  Oreat  Britaitt  and  bar  dapao- 
denidsa,  to  afl  inlaots  and  parpona,  aa  if  tha  piocI»- 
BMlion  of  tha  Piasidant  of  the  Unitad  Stataa  of  tte 


oontainail,  lo  the  eantrary,  in  anywise  aotwithatan^ 
ing" 
.  HT.RiNoaoLD  required  the  previoos  question. 

Mr.  Rmidolpb  made  aome  ohaervaiiom  in  the 
shape  of  inquiry  of  the  Speaker  aa  to  the  preciae 
extent  of  the  decisions  on  the  subject  of  the  pre- 
vious question  this  evening;  but  he  had  not 
spoken  many  mioiites,  when,  for  something  that 
was  deemed  objectionable  in  his  remarks,  he  was 
called  to  order  Bt  once  by  several  gentlemen. 

Mr.  RiNOooLD  iasitted  on  tbe  call  be  had 
made  for  the  previous  question,  as  a  right  of 
which  he  would  not  be  deprived. 

The  previous  question  being  required  by  more 
than  a  sufficient  number  of  members,  it  was  po^ 
and  carried.    The  maia  question  on  the  amend- 
ment was  put  and  negatived. 
It  itas  now  past  four  o'clock. 

Mr.  GABoiHiEa  then  moved  (he  following 
amendment; 

And  bi  U  furiktr  maettd,  Tbat  Ifdte  Prealdeuto( 

the  Dnited  Btataa  shall  not,  on  or  befora  tha day 

af  — —  nrat,  annoanoa,  by  prodamalioft,  that  aO 
Pranoh  adieta  liatating  Ibe  naatral  eommaroa  of  the 
Unitad  Stataa  have  bean  nvokad,  and  that  the  Fiandi 
OnTcnuiient  haa  aetnatly  oeaaad  to  viclata  tha  nanttd 
ooounaiea  of  the  United  Sutea,  tba  act  to  which  thia 
is  a  sni^ement  sfaall  cease  and  ba  Told,  anything 
thereinror  bt  tha  proclaBkatioo  of  the  Preaident  of  Um 
United  Btatca,  cuBtained,  to  tha  contrary  notwitb- 
standing." 

The  SraAiBB  declared  thia  amendment  lo  be 
out  of  urder,  iDBsmnch  a*  it  waa  subsiaoiiBllr 
Ibe  aame  with  one  which  had  been  movad  bf 
Mr.  Potter,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  P.  B.  PoBTBR  iben  aaid  that,  for  ttta  pot- 
pose  of  coming  la  a  decision  on  the  bill,  and  pM- 
ing  BD  end  to  a  scene  which  waa,  lo  say  tha  leaat 
of  it,  diarepulabls  lo  the  Housa,  he  moved  for 
tbe  previous  question  on  engronaing  the  bill. 

The  previous  question  was  taken  and  decided 
in  the  affirmative,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  a  third 
reading^85  to  9. 

Theliill  was  then  read  a  third  lime. 

The  prerioQs  question  was  required  OD  ita  pat- 
sase,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Randolph  twice  successively  moved  Bit 
adjournment.  Motions  negatived;  the  first  6S 
)  ID,  the  second  66  to  8. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was 
then  decided  in  the  affirms  lively  eas  64,  naya  ISL 
I  foUows : 

TaiB— Lenniri  J.  Alahm,  WiHis  Abtoa,  Jan.,  WD- 
Itam  Anderson,  David  Bairf,  Wiibam  T.  Barry,  Bbi> 
wall  Baaaatt,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robeit 
Brown,  WilHam  A.  BorwaH,  William  Bntln,  Joarah 
UalfaaM,  LMfdaa  Ohavaa,  MaHhaw  Ctay,  Jaaaaa 
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flMhMa.  WiUkB  Onwfcrd.  I&ehMtl  Untla,  Jom^ 
XhAt.  Mtn  W.  EppM,  WiIUm  PindUr,  MtAtdc 
PraaUin,  QuiilUi  OmmU,  Oi4«M  OwdiMc,  Tkom»» 
ObaboB.  pBtsrawi  QoadwyB,  Jmaai  H«tla»d,  JaMb 
Hattf,  Bichmnl  M.  Johnnn,  TbMnM  KMian,  J«lu 
loM,  Aaron  Ljb,.  Hamuel  McKaa,  WiUiua  MeKinkjr, 
rWMNDt  M.  MUloT,  HamiMl  L.  Mih^iU,  Jdha  Moat- 
fomarj,  KieholM  H>  Manic,  Tboaiai  Moore,  Jaraniah 
Jterrow,  Gurdoo  8.  Mamlbrd,  Tboa.  NavboU,  Tboa. 
•  Mawlan,  Joha  Porter,  Patar  B.  Partar,  ialtn  Raa  of 
PcMMjhvnia.  John  Rhea  *f  TaanMMa,  Matthiai 
Bkbania,  Simoel  Ringgold,  Enitui  Root,  Ebeneaar 
ftaga,  Jofan  A.  Senddar,  Ebancur  Baavar,  Adua  6e;- 
tart,  SaBtiel  Shaw,  Dennii  Soelt,  Joha  Snllia,  Gso. 
Smith,  JofaD  Bmilh,  L'ri  Tncj,  Gaoip  M.  Troop, 
CharUa  Tumar,  ir„  Sobart  Weakley,  Bobtit  Wtuta- 
till.  and  Rubert  Wilhenpooa. 

Niia— Abijab  Bigelow,  Bareat  Oardeaicr,  Richard 
Jackaon,  jr.,  Williani  Kenneiljr,  Nithutel  Macon, 
Eliaha  R..  Patter,  Jnbn  RanddDh,  Richard  6tanfi>rd, 
Jacob  Svoope,  Archih4ld  Tan  Honi,  Laban  Wheaton, 
and  Biekiel  Wbitnita, 


1  meet  tgttn  at 
of 


Tbe  Mouae  ibeo  adjoiirned 
OBe  o'clock. 

[During  tbe  coorae  or  aoeb  ■  letiion  aa,tfai 
thia  eveniDg,  many  cJrcumstaocea  Occur  of  IrinHi 
iiDporiance,  but  yei  aufiicient  lo  produce  mrmib. 
which  it  cannot  be  axiirctcd  or  a  rfpotier  of  the 
delibrraiiona  of  a  Legiiilatire  body  to  report. 
Bach  incideDIi  are  at  course  omilled.] 

The  foUuwiaK  la  ifae  bill  u  it  pAmtd  ibia 
Htiaw: 

A  BMaapplaBeiitarrM1lw«ct,aiitiiM*'An  aet  cam- 
earning  diee*intt>ereialinteTaoane  betwean  ihe  Uni- 
ted Stetea  and  Gnat  Britain  and  Pranea,  and  their 
dapeBdandee,  and  lor  other  pwipoaei." 
Beit  enacted,  Jit.,  TTiat  no»em»l,  owned  whoI[y by 
a  dliien  or  citizen*  ofths  United  Stale*,  whidi  sball 
have  departed  from  a  Britith  port,  prior  to  tbe  3d  daj 
of  Pebmary,  IBM,  and  no  RiercliaadiM  owned  wboHj 
by  a  citiien  or  dUiena  of  the  Unitrd  Stalei,  imparted 
In  (Ocb  vewel,  ihall  be  liable  to  (elaure  or  Ibrfeilura  oo 
acoonnt  of  any  infractioa  or  preaumed  infraction  of 
the  proTiBona  of  the  act  lo  WMdi  tUa  act  ■  a  aupple- 

Sac.' 9.  And  h  U  fiiHhtr  autttd,  lla^  in  caaa 
Oiaat  Britain  ahall  ao  nvoke  or  Modi^  bar  adicta,  aa 
tiiatlhaT  ihall  teaaa  to  *Mla(«  the  nenttal  comnMrca 
•f  the  llnttad  Slatea,  the  Preaidenl  of  the  United  Stalca 
ahal]  declare  the  tact  by  pradanation ;  and  aneb  ptoc- 
lamalioii  ahall  ba  admitted  aa  evidence,  and  no  other 
««idenoe  abalt  ba  admitted  of  auch  mocation  or  modi- 
cation  in  any  anit  or  proiecalion  which  may  be  iosti- 
tntad  under  the  fbtmh  leetioB  of  iba  act  to  which  thii 
•ct  ia  a  aupplenenL  And  Iba  reatrictiona  impoaad,  or 
which  may  be  lmpawd,by  virtue  of  the  laidact,  ahaH, 
ftom  tbe  date  of  auch  proclamation,  ceaaa  and  be  di*- 
eontinned. 

Sac.  3.  And  be  il  further  maeled,  Tbal,  tintil  the 
prodamalion  aforcwid  (ball  have  been  icMied,  tbeaee- 
eral  provirioni  of  the  third,  Ibnrtb.  flflb,  aiitfc,  aetcnth, 
•ithlb,  hiaib,  tenth,  and  aigblaenth  aeetioai  of  Ihe  act, 
ealillad  "An  act  to  intanlict  Ihe  commerdal  intereaurae 
hatwcan  the  United  StaAea  and  Great  Britain  and 
.  JPranee  and  their  dqwndeaoiea,  and  for  other  parpoaea," 
aball  haea  fiill  GMCe  and  b«  inmedialely  carried  talo 
«Act  afabMt  Britain,  her  caloniaa,  and  depandenciea : 
Piimifd,  immir.  Thai  uy  *aaaal  or  nambudtae 


iriiiehmay,tn  pntsoanea  lhefaoCbe»Mt«d,pnoitoifa 
fact  beinc  aMsertained,  whether  Great  Britain  ihali,a 
or  before  the  aeoond  day  of  Febmuj,  one  ihouMd 
eight  hundred  and  eleTon,  haie  rcToked  or  Bodilpd  hs 
adieta  in  the  manner  abote-mentiOoed,  ahaJI,  newlke- 
leaa,  be  reatored,  on  application  of  Iba  partiea,  to  ihdr 
giring  bond  with  approved  auretiea  la  ibc  UnEcd 
Stitea,  in  »  mm  equal  to  the  value  thereof,  ta  aladtih* 
dceiaion  of  the  proper  coart  of  the  Onited  BMea 
thereon;  and  anvaoch  bond  afaaO  be  eoBadend  aa 
aatiaflad  if  Great  Britain  atiall,  on  or  beliirettaMawd 
day  of  Pebniary,  one  dionaand  eiglit  hudM  and 
eleven,  have  revohad  or  modifad  bar  •daetaiaAoan- 


herein  contained  aball  ba  conatraad  to  a&daaydipa 
or  vaaada,  or  the  eaigaa  of  diipa  or  TnaJa.  4aly 
owned  by  a  citiua  or  eittaena  of  the  CMlad  bUM 
whid  had  daared  oat  fw  the  Cap*  oT  Gwd  Bafa.  > 
far  any  port  beyond  tbe  aama,  pritur  to  tkataotkafKa 
veBtMt,  one  tfaaoaand  eight  bJundicd  and  ten. 

TannBoaT,  Febtuarr  SS. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr-  RaMDOLra  W 
imend  the  Jonrnal  of  yetierday ,  ia  that  pan  af 
the  Journal  where  the  foain  qaotitw  was  par  aa 
the  paiisaee  of  ibe  bilt  aupptementary  to  ite  aed 
entitled  "An  aoi  coneerning  the  ooaiaeKial  ia- 
Tpreourse  between  the  United  Stain  andOreat 
Britain  and  France,  and  their  depmdcBeici.  and 
for  other  purpose!,"  nfier  the  word  'qtiectioB,' 
by  inserting:  'he  followiiig  worda;  "withoai  de- 
hate,  being  precluded  by  the  deeiataB  of  lie  I 
House  i"  And,  tbe  questJun  b»ing  ukca  ihemw,  I 
iraa  determined  in  the  oegatirc.  i 

Tbe  bill  from  tbe  Senate,  eniiiled  "Aa  aetfn-  I 
Tiding  for  tbe  final  adjuaUteu  of  c)ai«au  Uad% 
ead  for  ibe  aale  of  lb«  puUic  laada  in  the  Tent-  | 
l«rieaorOrleaDaBDdL*ui8iaiia,aad  to  repeal  ik 
act  paaaed  for  the  aama  purpnae,  and  »pfmni  \ 
February  aixieeaih,  tftil,  wsareadtwia^aadiie  I 
ihirteenih  eeettan  thereof  coMiaiticd  i«  a  Ceia-  | 
miiiee  of  (he  Whole  to-day. 

The  trill  from  the  Senate,  «ttfi tied  "An  act  to 
aoihorize   the   pa^meui   of    ceriain   certiSeaMi   ' 
credits,  and   pensions,  and  for  other  pnrpcM,* 
was  read  Itrlee,  and  committed  to  a  CommiiHe 
of  Ihe  Whole  on  Saiarday  nexL 

The  House  proceeded  lo  eonaidM'  tbe  ameai- 
menis  of  ihe  Senate  lo  ibe  bill,  entitled  "An  ati 
lo  erect  a  liglit-house  on  Boon  I^lnod,  to  the  SiiK 
of  MassBchusetis,  lo  place  boora  off  Gape  Fear 
river,  and  lo  creel  a  beacon  at  New  Inlet,  >b  ik 
Slate  of  Nurth  Carolina,  and  to  place  tmysal 
ibe  entrance  of  the  harbor  of  Bdnrtoern.  and  to 
creel  a  column  ofstoueon  Cape  BtnabKhjin  tbe 
Stale  of  Massac hu setts." 

Whereupon,  the  said  amendmeati  wr«  refet- 

'      aCommitiee  of  the  WholethisdaT. 

oeeeded  lo  considrr  the  atnead- 
the  bJR  entitled  "An  act    . 
for  establishing  triding-hooses  with  ibe  Indiaa 
trjbea ;"  and  the  same  Seinriwiea  md,  wefoer-    . 
eraijy  concurred  in  by  tbe  Hooae. 

THIRD  CEH8CS.  I 

Tbe  following  Me*i<ag«  waa  receivadftoB  ibe 
PaaatBiNT  «r  t>i  Umtis  Statu: 


e  House  pro 
I  of  the  Seoi 
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Fb  the  Semite  md  NouM  »f 

K^raaHaUta  ofOe  Uttittd  Statm  • 
r  tranamit  and  ■noamtatnA  to  the  &neirtion  of  Con- 
[Te»j  a  report  of  the  Seuratatr  of  Stats  i*lati*a  to  d»- 
iciencies  id  tha  ratumi  oTIIm  cenin*. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
PcsKirAStSS,  I81I. 

DirimTxiiTT  or  ari-n,  Feb.  VI.  1811. 
Tha  Srcretarj  of  Slato  reapectfall;  rspreMnl*  (□  lbs 
PreaUent,  that,  asmrabl^  to  the  KTcral  acU  of  Con- 
jreaa,  authorizing  Ihc  thinl  ccnaoa  oi  anomcretion  of 
the  mhnbitante  of  the  United  Hialu  and  the  Teriito- 
ries   thereof,  initrtictioni  were  uiued  to  the  Mteral 
Mmrahals    and  Secretaries,  confbrmabl;  to  the  provia- 
ioiu  of  the  law  ;  in  conaequence  of  which,  regniar  re- 
turns oT  tha  pejiulation  of  the  following  Diitricta  and 
Tetritories  faaTa  been  received  at  the  DcpartmeDt  of 
Slate,  to  -wit ;  Maine,  Mauaefaasetts,  New^unpahire, 
Vermont,  Rhode  laland,  Connecllcnt,  New  York,  New 
Jeney,  Peiina^Innia,  Detaware.MarjIand,  Ohio,  Ken- 
tocby.  North  Carolina,  OeoTKiB>  Weit  Tennenee,  the 
TerritoTj  or  Loniiiana,  the  TerritoTT  of  Indiana,  the 
TeTTiloTT  of  Illinoia,  die  MiaaiaBippi  Territory,  and  the 
X>uWct  of  Colambia;  and  that  rvlsms  rainaiB  te  b« 
aeceiTed  troBt  the  Diatrict  of  Eaat  Tenneaaee,  tha  Ter- 
ritoiy  of  Oileana,  Aa  Territorj  of  Mieh^tn,  the  Dia- 
trict of  South  Carolina,  and  fiom  the  Diatrict  of  Virgi- 
nia.    That,  with  repeat  to  the  latter,  a  letlei  hai  been 
thia  daj  lacuved  froB  Aodiew  Moore,  Eoq.,  Mat*hal 
of  tha  Diatiict  of  Virginia,  dated  "  Richmond,  Fabtu- 
ary  SO,  1811,"infani)iBg  that  "no  Tetorn  haibecnis- 
ceived  from  Norfolk  city,  Norfolk  boraugh,  or  Pelera- 
hargi"  tbatbe  bad prened hi^ ualilinta  in  IhoMi  diTii. 
iona  of   hie  diilrict  b;  "  repeated  lettera ;"    biiiI  that 
•■  from  their  ailance  he  doobla  whether  the?  have  done 
an;  part  of  the   buiincu."    The  Secretary  of  Slate 
fhrther  repreaenti  to  the  n«>ident  that  the  filat  of 
March.  IBM,  i(  the  time  Ihnited  bylaw,  fbr  the  Mir- 
ahala  and  Secretariea  to  eomptele  their  retnrna  to  thia 
DepBTtatent,  and,  aa  that  period  ia  new  al  hand,  be 
anggeata  the  jtmprisiy  of  recommendiag  W  Congnea 
the  conaideialMa  «f  the  anhjeot,  In  otitt  that  tinri; 
|ivo*ialaa  Bay  be  laada  bj  At  eoolpvtnt  aMhui^  £>i 
ebriating  e*^  dOBbta  anddifflcnltita  aa  m^  Moat  ao- 
<idenMUy,  or  ih*o«gh  naglig»»ea,  to  prevent  the  p«»- 
fection  of  tha  enaiaaration  or  mora  of  tha  iahabitanta 
oC  any  Diatrict  or  Tanitoryi  oi  diviaieaa  thwiaof,  within 
(b«  time  preacrihadb;  the  aevenl  acta  authoriaiag  the 
third  oeDioa. 

AU  which  ia  reap^etTnlly  aabmUted. 

R.  SMITH. 
Tb«  Meistge  wm  read,  titd,  together  iriih  ibe 
report  Bccoropanj'iag  the  eame.  referred  to  Mi. 
Bdhwell,  Mr.  Pitein,  aad  Mr.  CHpTGB,[6repor< 
ihereoo,  bf  bjll,  or  otherwise, 

RETURNED  BILt. 
The  rolloniDg  MeE»ge  was  receired  from  the 
Presidetit  or  the  Unttbd  States: 
TatKtHouttafRti 
Baling  elamined 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Terrin,  William 
Coleuan,  Edwin  Lew,  Samuel  Mima,  Joaeph  Wil- 
I      aon,  and  ftie  Baptist  Church  at  SalNn  Meeting-houae, 


which  it  oiiginat- 


n  iba  Miiaiaaipni  Territory,"  I  n 
to  the  Haoae  of  Repreaentalirea,  L 
ad,  with  the  following  objection  : 

"  Bteante  Ae  bill,  in  reeerring  a  certain  parcel  of 
liBdofaeUabedSMMliw  tha  Uaa  ofsiidBaplto 


ChanA,  oMurriaea  •  prinoM*  and  pneedaal,  fiv  Oa 
■n»t)riBtiM  of  linda  of  Me  United  BiXea,.  ftr  Ih* 
nae  and  aupporl  of  religiiMiB  aodetiae  i  contniy  l»th* 
artiele  of  tha  CooMitDtlen  wbidi  dedaraa  that.  Ga«-< 
greea  ihall  m^ke  no  law  mpaeling  a  religiau*  eataW 


JAMES  MADISON. 
PnaniaT  »,  lail. 

The  Mensaee  having  been  reid-r 
Ordtred,  That  lo-mnrrow  be  assigned  fot  the 
laideralioQ  of  [he  said  bill  accordlDg  lo  tlw 


^    ABMBD  NBUTEALITY. 

Mr.  MuMroRD  oSeted  the  foUowiag  reaolution 
for  OBiiitideradeD : 

"Wbereaawben  two  m  tnore  nallona  go  la  war, 
tfaoae  thai  reatain  at  peace  retain  thait  natural  right  to 
pnnna. their  agrieultnra,  utannfaatarae,  awl  ootanwrea; 
to  carry  die  produce  of  their  labor  to  all  pla«ea,  betlig- 
erent  or  peutral,  aa  oraal ;  to  come  and  go  ftcely  with- 
out iojary  or  moIeBtation ;  and,  in  abort,  that  the  war 
■ball  be  lo  them  u  if  it  did  not  eiial,  (with  Ibe  excep- 
tion only  of  not  fumiahiug  either  implements  of  war 
lor  the  annoyance  of  the  other,  nor  anything  wbatavei 
to  a  place  actually  invested  by  its  ensniy.)  And  where- 
as a  (tale  of  war  at  preaent  eiieting  betneen  Great 
Britain  and  France  flirnishea  no  legitimate  right  to' 
either  to  inlarrupt  (he  agricnltnrii  and  eommerea  uf  the 
United  Slates,  or  the  peaceable  eicbange  of  ita  pri^ 
dnea  with  all  tia|ion*i  And  whereas  ne  nation  can' 
anbmit  to  have  its  peaoeable  Induatry  aaqtended  at  lb* 
mete  will  af  oifaer  nations  in  riolatioa  of  tiiair  natural 


into  the  expediency  of  autborimng,  by  law,  metdkant' 
veasel*  af  the  United  Stales  to  arm  in  defence  of  their 
peiaona  and  property  on  the  high  seu,  gainst  the 
apoliationi  of  all  or  any  of  the  beUigerents;  and  lepotll 
by  bill,  or  otherwise- 
Mr.  Pitkin  said  he  had  not  the  leaal  objection 
to  the  (flsolutiqn,  but  it  was  emirely  antiaual  Ut. 
prefix  preaaihiea  to  lesnluiiooa  for  appointing 
committees  for  ioquirf.  He  aaid  it  was  not  oalf . 
onaeeesaarjr  but  aDpfeeedeBled. 

Mr.  WfnoBT  spoke  in  faror  of  retaiaiog  tb» 
preamble.  He  had  bo  objeciion  (o  reeo/d  bia 
*oie  in  sQppart  of  the  pri  Dai  pies  it  cootaiaed. 

The  questiOD  oa  striking  oat  ike  preamble  waa- 
decided  by'  f «aa  and  nava.  For  alrixing  sat,  51 ;  - 
for  reiainiDg,  53— •>  followi : 

YiiB—JiMeFJi  Allan,  David  Bard,  William  W.Bfbb 
Abijab  Bigalow,  Daniel  Btaisdell,  Adam  Boyd,  Jamaa 
Breckenridge,  Robert  Brown,  John  C.  Cfaaabcriain, 
William  Cbamberiin,  Martin  Chittenden,  Jamea  Coch- 
ran, Richard  Cutla.John  Dawaon,  Jamaa Emott, The*. 
B.  Gold,  William  Hale,  Daniel  Heittar,  Jonathan  H. 
Hubbard,  Ebeneier  Huntington,  Bohert  Jenkins,  He»- 
man  Knicfcerbacker,  JoaaiA  Lewis,  jr.,  BdwanI  St.  Lo« 
Livermare,Walhaniel  Macon,  Vincent  Matthews,  Arch- 
ibald McBiyds,  Samoel  McKee,  Fleaaant  M.  MiHer, 
William  Mil  nor,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Newbold, 
John  Nicholaon,  Joaeph  Peanon,  Berrjemin  Ficfcman, 
jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  Jr., I^mnel Sawyer,  JobnA.Scml. 
der,  Daniel  SbeBTey,  John  Smilie,  Riebard  SunIM; 


John  Starjey,  Jamea  Stephenson,  Lewh  B>  Btars^ 
Jacob  Swoope,  Bnanel  Taggtit,  BerOnnin  Tattmadg^ 
"'    -let  Tnmer, junior,  W  '   '-  "—  ""'" 
Uam,and£Mld(l  V 


Ukarlas  Turner,  tnnlor,  Hichotaa  Van  Dyke,  A: 


ttmadgfc 
LrcbiteU 
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Nil*— L«»dJ.AW««,WiUuAI«M,jr.,WII)kB 
Anaenm,  WiWam  T.  B>rrj,  BarwaU  Bauelt.  WiUtMa 
A.  BorweU.  Willian  Bntlar,  Jonph  CsUhhui,  Ltnfdon 
GbMM,  HiUbaw  Cl»,  ioliii  Clopum,  WiUiun  Cnw- 
ttii,  JoMpb  DmIm,  WiUiua  Futiity,  MeiAidi  Frenk- 
Im,  David  8.  Guiuid,  Tbomia  GIu>Im>d,  Chuica  OoUa- 
boraofh,  PetanoB  OoodwjD,  Willum  Helmi,  Jacob 
BbAj,  Bichwd  M.  Jobnaon,  Walter  Jodm,  Thomaa 
Kanao,  William  Kannedj,  Aaroa  Ljla,  Alexander 
HeKim,  William  McKinlej,  Samoel  L.  MitchJU,  John 
MootKomerj,  Thomai  Moora,  Gardon  8.  Mutnfor" 
TiMmi a  Newton,  Eliaha  R.  Potter,  John  Rea  of  Fcni 
nhaoia.  John  Rhea  of  Tcnnenea,  Malthiu  Ricllard*, 
BbbimI  Ringgold,  Eraftai  Root,  John  Rbaa,  Bh«n«uiT 
Baga,  Bbeneier  Beanr,  Adam  Sejbert,  Sainael  8haw, 
D«nDii^mt|[,GeorgB  Smith,  John  Smilll.Jafan  Tkomp- 
MB,  Uri  Traej,  George  M.  Troop,  Robert  WeaUef, 
Utbtrt  Whilehill.  and  Robert  WiigbL 

Mr.  Pitktu  said  be  was  in  ravor  of  the  rcMlu- 
tion.  He  hoped  ihai  it  waa  not  meretv  ■  flourish, 
bat  that  lomechiDg  was  10  grow  out  of  it;  that 
the  coromitlee  would  floake  a  report  autborixing 
Ibe  arming.  And  ir  [her  ^^'^  '°  make  such  a 
report  io  a  prictieable  form,  it  would  find  hh 
auppori,'alihough  perhaps  aome  who  had  rated 
to  reiaio  tbl:'  preamble  would  QOI  be  tuand  oo  ibi 
Hime  aide  with  hiio. 

Mr.  GoLnaaoBocaB  moved  to  strike  out  th« 
«ords  authuiizing  the  eomtDiltee  to  report  b|  bill 
or  oiberwiae.  He  •appaard  the  object  of  the  gto- 
llemaa  wa*  10  iaane  a  luroioous  manifeato  oa  the 
ubjcet  of  our  righta.  If  ha  whhed  10  etereiae 
fcia  latcDtiiD  roaEing  such  a  report,  he  did  dm 
viah  to  embarrta*  the  committee  bjr  requiring 
ibera  to  report  by  bill. 

Mr.  UouroRD  hoped  tbe  roolion  would  not 

Ererail.  He  assured  the  genilemao  from  Marjr- 
lod  that  he  did  not  wish  to  diiplay  bis  ttleol* 
in  writing  maoifesioes.  If  the  resolaiion  should 
yaw,  aod  he  should  be  on  the  committee,  the  bill 
ahoold.  if  pofsibte,  b«  reported  before  aundowD. 

Mr.  GoLDSBOSonoB'a  rooiion  wa*  negaiired— 
5910  32, 

Mr.  Bibb  said,  that  no  doubt  the  subject  of  the 
naolotion  was  important  aad  wotibf  of  coosider- 
ation,  but  erery  geoileroaD  muit  be  eonGdeai  that 
It  conld  not  be  acted  upon  daring  the  present  sea- 
aion.  He  was  uowilhog  to  elcile  the  pnblie  ex- 
peeiation  when  it  could  not  be  realized,  and  there- 
lore  mared  that  the  moluiion  lie  on  ihe  table. 

The  molioD  wa*  negatired— 46  to  44. 

FaiDAT,  Match  1. 

ThefollowiDg  letter  was  laid  before  the  Houm 
hf  the  BpiAEKm: 
To  tbe  Hon.  J.  B.  VAanox, 

Speaker  of  ihe  Houte  of  Rtpratnlativa. 

8im :  Tbe  report  of  the  ComptrolIeT,  at  the  begin' 
■dng  of  the  prcMDt  sesaioo,  bsviDg  stated  that  at;  no 
touDta  remained  UDKltled,  and  that  I  stood  charged 
with  all  the  aioDejrs  disbursed  for  thfe  United  States 
during  nj  agencj  in  Algiers,  Tnnia,  end  Tripoli ;  and 
^report haling  given  rise  to  aome  debate  in  the 
Eoiua  of  Represents livea,  I  new  lake  tbe  Lbert;  of 
taanonitling  Io  yon  the  endoaad  letter  from  Iba  Ce 
trailer,  staling  Ibat  the  laid  aoEOunl  ia  tattled. 


I  beg  yon  will  commanieala  this  la  Ae  Hocas  im 
their  iniirowiian,  Ibat  it  may  go  into  tba  sams  iAm- 
nsl  of  publicity  with  the  nurtskan  ■nssaatioa  that  I 
had  remained  for  .Uurtaan  yaare  a.  debtoe  in  a  gnst 
amount  to  Ihe  pnblic  Treasary. 

I  will  only  add,  that  this  acconnt,  precMdj  ai  nvw 
paaaed  at  the  Treuury,  was  acttlod  in  tha  yew  1»T, 
with  Colonel  Humphreys,  then  Mioietci  ■!  Mulnd, 
from  whom  I  had  receiTod  the  monej,  and  to  wba^ 
alone,  I  eonceiird  myself  accountable.  I  nauislljcna- 
duded  Ibat  he  bad  passed  it  as  incaqKrrated  in  haimn 
accounts.  And  it  was  only  this  Winter,  and  ia  em- 
■eqaeDce  of  the  ebOTe  report  of  the  Comptrotln,  iku  I 
csme  to  the  knowledge  that  my  name  wea  btci  wmi.^ 
on  the  books  of  the  Treasury. 

I  have  the  bontn  to  be,  Slc 

JO£I.  BARLOV. 
WisBi»Toa,  Feb.  38,  1611. 

Taaxinai  DartBTSBMT, 
CompireUa-'t  Office,  Febnt^y  S7,  I  III  I, 
BiKi   Yonr  aoconnts  as  late  agent  at  iba  Oailad. 
Stalesi  for  negotUlina  with  tbe  Baibwr  Pawvw,  aw 
ai^ttstad,  and  Anally  doacd  on  tbe  booka  of  tba  Tn*. 
s«ry>    I  baie  tba  baoar  to  b^  && 

G.  DUVAL. 
Joel  BauiOW,  Eaq. 

The  letter  was  ordered  to  be  prinHd. 
'  On  mviion  of  Mr.  Mewton, 
AeaoJvetJ,  Thai  the  Committee  of  Commerc* 
and  Manofaeiurea  be  instructed   to   inqaire  idio 
the  ekpedieucy  of  providing  for  tbe  settlement  of 
the  acconnis  of  the  persons  who  have  taken,  DDdrr 
the  direelion  oFlhi!  Srerelary  ofihe  Trea*orr,aa 
account  of  iheUevetal  roaauraeturing  esuUisti- 
menlaand  maDUraclures  within  their  several  dis- 
tricts, in  pursuance  at  an  act,  entitled    "  An  act 
further  10  alter  and  amend  an  act   proridinc  (01 
the  third  census,  or  enumeraiioa   of  the  inhabt- 
taaia  of  the  Onitcd  Slates ;"  and  that  ihcy  har» 
leave  to  rei>oti  by  hill,  or  ottterwite. 
On  matioD  of  Mr.  Bibb, 

Jtetokxd,  That  the  Commiitea  of  Comveie* 
and  Manufacturaa  be  iDstrueted  to  iaqBirc  iaio> 
expediency  of  graaiiag  ih«  eoaacat  of  C^a- 
greaaioan  act  of  ibe  SiaieorOeoTf  iaipasaed  the 
twelfth  day  of  December,  1804,  esiablnhine  tb* 
feea  of  the  harbor  matter  and  health  officer  of  tbe 
ports  of  SavaDoab  and  Si.Mary'a;  and  ibaithey 
have  leave  10  report  hy  bill,  or  othrrwiie. 

Mr.  Root,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  [ve> 
arnted  a  bill  Concerning  invalid  penaions;  whfch 
Was  read  twice,  and  eommiiied  to  a  Comniiim 
of  the  Whole  tomorrow. 

r.  Dawsok,  from  tbeeommitteeappoiMerfon 

thai  part  of  the  President'*  Meaaage,  at  the  com- 

mencemtot  of  ihe  leKsioii,  presented  a  bJU  nabiag 

further  appropriaiioDs  to  eompleie  the  foriifica- 

lions  commencfd  fur  ihe  security  of  the  porta  and 

harbors  of  the  United  Slates;  which  was  read 

twice,   and   commiiied  to  a  Committee  of   the 

Whole  today. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Cominiitee   of  Com- 

ercc   and   Maoufaclures,   preKDted    a    Ull   de- 

iring  the  cunseol  of  Congress  to  an   act  of  tbe 

ate  >,(  Georgia,  passed  the  twelfth  uf  December^ 

1804,rBiablii>biDg  the  fee*  of  the  harbor  raasler 

and  health  officer  of  tha  porta  of  Saranaah  and. 
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3i.  Mmry**;  whicb  wa>  read  twioe,  and  eonnnil* 
.etl  to  n  Comroiim  ofibe  Whole  to-day. 

On  motioo  of-Mr.  Eppes,  ihe  Mveral  erden  of 
the  d«y  ivere  pmipooed. 

Mr.  BpFEs  iben  called  for  the  order  of  the  def 
QD  the  bill  antboriELDK  >  loan. 

The  HoDue,  Bccordioaly,  resolved  itself  ioto  B 
Commiiiee  of  tbe  WiioTc  an  ihe  said  bill. 

Mr.  KppEa  moved  to  Gil  tbe  bUnk  in  the  first 
sect  ion  wiib  "25,000.000;"  which  was  agreed  to. 
The  Commiiiee  ruse,  sad  reported  ihe  bill  at 
■meoded;  wbicb  tvport  wai  concurred  io,  and 
[he  bill  ordered  io  be  ea^rusaed  for*  I  bird  reading. 
The  House  resolred  itaelf  iota  a  Coiamiiiee  of 
the  Whole,  oa  tbe  ameadraeDis  of  ihe  Senate  to 
the  bill  ereciiag  ligbt-bouwa  oa  Booq  Island,  ius.) 
which  was  reparicd  at  eoncuired  with,  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House. 

A  mcwagc  from  Ihe  S«BaieiDfortned  ibeHotwe 
tbat  the  Senate  have  pasaed  a  bih,  entitled  "  An 
act  ■uthoriiing  ibePreRidenfcf  the  United  Ststea 
to  accept  the  service  of  ■  number  of  votunieer 
compMnies,  not  exceeding  fiflftbouiand  men,"  to 
which  they  deaire  Ihe  eooeurrence  of  this  HoD^e. 
The  House  resolved  iiself  Inio  a  CommiUee  of 
the  Whole  on  ihr  bill  erecting  the  disincts  of 
Mumphreinagos,  Oswegalchie,  and  of  the  White 
Mountains ;  and  on  the  bill,  froni  the  Senate,  ao- 
neiiog  part  of  Jersey  lo  New  Yurl(  dislrict,  &c.; 
'which,  after  coasiderable  di^cussiua,  weK  report- 
ed, nnd  ordered  lo  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  auiborizing  a  loan  wai  read  a  third 
lime,  and  pasted  without  oppouiion. 

The  bill  respecting  tha  distrieia  of  Mamphre- 
magof,  dbo.,  and  the  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  John 
Macnamara,  were  read  a  third  time,  and  fN»ed. 
The  bill  aaifaorixing  ths  Jaaiilng  of  debcnlores 
IB  eeriRin  cases  waa  taken  np.  On  the  queliion 
toMntpone  indefiaiMly— a]pea  33,  noe*  56.  The 
bill  wai  (bet)  read  a  ihird  lime,  and  psHed — ayes 
55,iimb3]. 

Mr.  BvBWBtL  reported  t  bill  for  eilendlog  the 
time  for  eompleiing  Ihe  returns  of  the  ibird  eeo- 
•us  or  enumeraiion  of  the  people  of  the  United 
Slates ;  which  wis  tend  twice,  and  ordered  to  be 
enzrossed. 

The  bill  declaring  tbe  assent  of  Congresa  to  an 
act  of  ibe  State  of  Qeorgia,  respecting  ceriain 
fees  of  ihe  heatlh  officer  and  baibor  master  of  ibC 
ports  of  Savannah  and  Q^orgia,  went  through  a 
Commiiiee  of  iba  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  bt 
eagrossed  for  a  third  reading;. 
The  House  adjouraed  to  «tz  o'clock,  p.  n 

Marcb  1 — SLe  o'clock,  p.  m. 
Tbe  bill  from  the  Senate,  eaiiiled  "  An  a 
thotizlar  the  President  of  the  United  Siai 
accept  the  Hrviec  of  a  number  of  volnnieer  eom- 
psnies,  nol  exceeding  fiflf  thousand  men,"  Wis 
read  twice,  and  commilied  lo  i Commiiiee  of  the 
Whole  to-dif. 

An  edgroiised  bill  to  extend  tbe  lime  for  eom- 

pleiing  iRe  third  census,  or  enumeration  of  the 

mhabitautf  of  tbe  Uofted  States,  was  read  ibe 

'       third  time,  aad  pawed. 

'  An  eof  rocaed  bil^  dealartDg  the  oonMUt  of  Cob- 


of  the  harbor  master  and  health  officer  of  Ibe 
portiof  Savannah  and  St.  Mary's,  was  read  the 
bird  time,  and  pemed. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  annex  a  part  of  the  Stale 
of  New  Jersey  lo  (he  collection  district  of  New 
Yorkjioremoveiheofficeofealiector  of  Niagara 
to  Lewisiown  ;  to  establish  a  new  district,  lu  be 
called  the  district  of  St.  Lawrence ;  lo  make  Cape 
St.  Vincent,  in  ihe  district  of  Saekeii's  Harbor,  a- 
pert  of  delivery ;  and  out  of  the  districts  of  Miamt 
and  Mississippi  to  make  two  new  districts,  to  b» 
called  the  dimricts  af  Siindusky  and  Teche,  ani 
for  other  purposes,  was  read  the  third  lime,  and 

The  Hoose  resolved  hself  into  a  Committee  of 
ih»  Wbole  on  the  thirteenth  section  of  ihe  bill 
from  ifae  Senate,  emiiled  "An  act  providing  for 
the  6obI  adjustment  of  claims  to  lands,  and  for 
the  sale  of  ihe  public  lands  in  the  Territories  of 
Orleans  aad  Louisiana,  and  to  repeil  ihe  act 
pawed  for  the  same  purpose,  dnd  approved  six- 
teenth of  February,  1611;"  no  amendmeiK  being 
made,  the  bill  wae  ordered  lo  a  third  reading  to- 
morrow. 

FORTIFICATIONS. 

Onmoiionof  Mr.DAwaoH,  the  House  resolved 
itself  ioio  a  Committee  ol  the  Whole  on  Ibe  bill 


Mr.  Dawbon  moved  lo  fill  the  blank  far  the 
sum  wiih  8131,000. 

Mr.  McKeb  objected  to  such  large  annual  bdi- 
propriiiions  for  fuiiificaiioos.  He  said  be  could 
not  vote  for  this  appropriiiion  wiihout  furihei 
informalioa. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  lub- 

Mr.  MiTcaiLL  read  a  leltsr  of  the  SecreUry  of 

War  to  him  on  ihe  subject. 

The  House  adjourned  ai  a  quarter  past  9  o^ctock, 
wiihout  taking  ihe  questioo  on  Ihe  Dill. 

lo  the  .course  of  the  day,Mr.M(iMFaBD  several 
times  altempled  lo  call  up  his  motion  reapeciing 
ihe  arming  our  merchant  vessels,  &c.,  but  wiib- 


SlTvaitAT,  March  2. 

A  leller  was  received  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
enclosing  an  aecouni  of  the  expenses  of  the  Na- 
tional Armories  at  Springfield  and  Harper'*  Ferry, 
together  with  a  return  of  tbe  arms  made  and  re- 
paired at  each,  during  the  year  1810. 

[Ai  Harper's  Ferry,  arms  mannfaciured  in  1810 
were  8,600;  repaired  606;  expenses.  Including 
expense  of  additional  bnildings,  9155,090  19.  At 
Springfield,  Massacbusttls,  arms  manufaclored, 
10 SOI;  repaired,  406;  expenses  8122,774  08.] 

Mr,  NEWToit  reported  a  bill  allowini;  a  reason- 
aUeeompeDsaiion  to  Ihe  persoos  who  have  taken 
BD  account  of  the  several  manufacturiog  esiab* 
Hsbmenia;  which  was  reada  first  and  second  lime. 

Mr.  Newtok  proposed  lo  fill  tbe  blank  in  ihe 
bill,  for  the  amount  lo  be  appropriated,  with 
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'fTOjXW.  AfkH  drUlF,  tfait  mofioa  wm  ncgwiT- 
•d.  as  ilsD  nere  raolioiH  lo  fill  ibe  blink  with 
-«60,000,  850,000,  m4  »40.00a  The  blank  wtt 
«v<niu»llr  filled  with  830,000;  Mi,  ■■  nncoded, 
4he  bill  )Murd  id  a  ihiril  reading,  and  wii  theo 
nad  a  third  lime,  and  paned. 

The  bill  approtirjaiing  a  aun  ormooef  for  com- 
pleting (he  fortificaiioiu,  d»^  wa*  read  a  ibittf 

rilid  peotionetiwugODe 


A  me*uge  Ttoin  the  Senate  inrormed  (he  HoD*e 
that  the  Senate  hare  paued  a  bill,  eatitlod  "  An 
act  Bulhoriziog  a  loan  o(  mOBejr  ror  a  aum  not  eX' 
ceeding  five  raillioas  of  dollars,"  with  an  amend- 
Beni;  and  Ibe  bill, entitled  "  Anaci  for  the  relirr 
of  John  Macnamars,"  alio  with  aa  ameodmeBt ; 
CO  which  they  desire  thecoaeurrenceol  this  Houae. 

Tb  a  House  prcceeded  to  conaider  the  a  me  nd- 
mentaorihe  Senate  to  (he  bill,  eniiiled  ''Ao  act 
auiboriziDgaioHnormoaef  for  a  si:m  not  exceed- 
ing five  millioniDf  doll«ri;"ai)d  (haaaid  amcnd- 
menl  being  read,  was  concurred  ia  by  the  Hou>«> 

The  HoDM  proceeded  to  cooaider  the  amend- 
ment of  (he  Seoa(e  to  (he  bill,  entitled  "Anaoi 
for  the  relief  of  JehBMaoaamarai"  and  the  aaid 


Aq  engrossed  bill,  making  fiinhet  approprid- 
tbnt  for  completing  the  far(iBeB(ions  commenced 
for  the  security  of  the  ports  and  haibora  of  the 
United  States,  aras  read  (he  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  allowing  a  Tca^onable 
compeoiation  to  the  persons  who  hare  taken  an 
account  of  the  several  manufacturing  establish- 
ments and  mannfaetnres  within  theUailed  S(a(es, 
was  read  (he  (hiid  (ime,and  passod. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  providinr  for  the 
final  adjnstment  of  claimi  to  lands,  ana  fur  the 
■ale  of  (he  public  lands  in  tbe  Territories  of  Or- 
leana  and  Louisiana,  and  (o  repeal  the  act  paE<ced 
for  the  same  purpose,  the  10th  of  February,  1811, 
was  read  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 

Tbe  bill  concerning  inTilid  pensioners,  waa 
read  a  tbiid  time,  and  passed. 

RETURNED  BILL. 
The  Hoose  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  bill,  eo- 
tilled  "An  act  for  the  .relief  of  Richard  Terrin, 
WiUiatn  Colenuu,  Edwia  Lewis,  Samuel  Mim*, 
Jbaeph  Wilson, and  the  Baptist  Church  at  Salem 
Heeling  House,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory;" 
which  was  returned  by  the  Preaidant  of  the  Uai- 
ted  States,  with  objectiooa. 

The  laid  bill  was  read  at  the  Clerk's  UUe,  and 
if  as  follows : 

Aa  Aol  fill  the  nlief  of  Riohaid  Twrin,  Williua  Cob- 
man,  Edwin  Lens,  Samusl  Miais,.Josaph  Wilson, 
and  tbe  Ba^t  Chuitb  at  Salem  Mealiiig  Haosa, 
b>  the  MisMMippi  Terriury. 

Btit  tnaettd  by  Iht  SttuOtaiU  Hauat^  Mmtmmt' 
Otiau  of  Ike  UaUtd  Stain  nf  Joursca,  »  CoHgiw 
mittwibltd,  Tbal  Richanl  Twrin  be  sad  ha  ia  hmbj 


>f  Public  Moacjs  fii't  Uia  diiuict  <s 


oT  Pearl  tiw,  in  tba  Mh^BM  Tarrita>7.  nidakee  sT 
bis  baring  iahabiud  and  cslttratad  a  tiact  at  laad  ia 
■aid  Tanittay,  |Bri»r  U  th«  tUrtiMb  daT  «f  Masch,  sat 
thooaand  sareo  hundred  and  unatj-aigat ;  ami.  ia  cass 
■ack  esidanca  sball  ha  pnataoed,  ttta  said  BafcisSer  aad 
Reeeifn-  ire  required  to  pMBt  to  tba  aaM  Rtebaid  Ttf 
Tin  a  donation  certificali  (or  such  tract  of  land,  bs( 
eaeeading  sii  hundred  and  fortj  acraa. 

Sic.  3.  And  be  it  furtber  tnatted.  That  Wilba 
Colemui  be  snd  be  is  herebj  anlboriaed  la  psodace  la 
tbe  said  Regialec  anit  ReeeiTer  evidence  of  hot  tiffa  n 
donation  of  a  irael  of  Isod,  on  tbe  Tombigte*  lirer, 
I  the  said  Territory ;  and  in  caw  h«  ahall  fradnce 
satjafactoiy  sTidenee  to  lbs  said  Reffutcr  and  ffmiiii 
that  ha  waa  entitled  to  a  donation  of  mach  tract,  Mxsrd- 
IBB  to  &M  Bco«W«aa  of  Hm  second  aactaon  of  ikc  ut, 
■Dlilied  "  AD  act  ragulalinB  t^  gnata  Ot  laad,  and 
provtdiBC  br  Iha  di^oaal  of  Ae  laada  of  tba  Uaiad 
States  aanth  of  the  Stale  of  TiinaiiMiia."  and  tk  seb 


■aid  Wiltiaai  Uelaaaan  tolocala  aqaantilgr  oTlaBdr^ 
1«  that  Ut  w hiA  b*  «a^  entitM  aadar  iJm  abniiia 
lioned  pioviaiolM,  oa  amj  Inada  af  tba  Uaitad  BW— 
abich  shall  haia  baui  oSiiad  at  paUic  aale  ia  the  mat 
district,  and  that  shall  Ibaa  ramaio  nnpeJd;  aadit  Asl 
be  the  dntjr  of  tbe  said  Register  and  Baoaw  ia  hoc 
a  donstion  certificate  to  the  said  Williaa  CaJsawa  fat 
lbs  Isnd  so  localsd  bjr  him. 

Sac. 3.  i1iirfieif.^urfAcre>uie/ei^  Hut  Edwia  Lawk 
be  entitled  to  tha  ngbi  of  pre-emption  in  fin  serss  •£ 
hod,  liloats  aitbin  tbe  bounJanea  of  ■  tract  «f  Unl 
wbereon  be  reatdea;  which  flte  acres  waa  benioiife 
u*ed  far  an  encampment  lor  the  troops  of  the  Uiiitrd 
States,  ao  aaon  ■■  the  same  shall  ceue  to  be  used  Ar 
that  pnrpoae ;  tbe  said  five  acrea  to  be  paid  ftr  at  th 
same  prioa,  aad  on  Ae  ■ama  te 


ara  protided  tn  Isada  iranted  hf  ri 
in  tba  Mia^pid  Tenilary. 
.  Sac. 4.  Atrffatf>ia*tsrBaariaiTltatanMaellfaas 
ba  and  ha  is  hai^  confiuMdl  in  kia  lUa  ta  a  tratf  sf 
laad,  eontaininf  Ave  haadnd  aad  as^tT^faar  aata, 
panted  bj  tba  Britiib  GoinraaMNt  of  Weal  PionU  la 
William  Clark,  so  as  not  to  depiiie  lbs  beaa  d  said 
Clark,  or  anj  oltur  Tersoa  or  paraoaa,  af  their  )^al 
remed;,  ifanj  thej  hsTis,  far  tba  reooTcry  of  aa^  Unda 
from  the  aaid  Mims,  his  bsLra  or  aMgna. 

&IC.S.  And  bi  it  further  aiaeted.  That  Joaeph  Wil- 
ran  ba  and  be  is  hsrehr  aothorised  to  enter  with  the 
Register  of  the  Land  Office  his  certificate  of  pra-empboB 
right,  grsnted  to  hira  b;  the  Board  at  Commisaioatn 
f>r  the  district  east  of  Pearl  riTer,  in  the  Miaaiasip|> 
Tarritorr,  for  tbe  qnanlitj  of  fonr  hundred  uid  eigblj 

irland.lymt       -'■"■■■       ■       ■    -■       ■■ 

ory;  aad  Ih 
price  and  o 

ara  pretidad  by  law  far  othei  laada  graatad  ia  lifbl  of 
pre-emptiou  in  aaid  Territory. 

Sec.  S.   And  be  tf  farther  eMded,  Ttai  Ibeia  ba 

rsaamd,  the  qaaotity  of  fire  acraa  of  laad,  iadnding 

Salem  HarlBi-booaa,  in  the  MMaappi  TWriloi^,  far 

the  use  of  lbs  Baptist  Chareb,  at  sdd  aarting-boasai 

J.  B.  YARN  CM, 

Spetbtcr  ef  ikt  Houae  ^  BqmaettUttivta. 

GEO.  CUNTQN, 

Vice  Pruident  iff  Ike  Vmttd  Slates,  aad 

Prtddeat  of  Ike  ScaaU. 

ThePieaideai'sobjeotiona  were  alao  agaia  read: 

And  after  debate,  tbe  quesiioo,  "  That  tbe  Hoose. 

OB  resoaaidafMioa,  do  asne   to  jaaa  iba  bHi, 
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was  UkeD  in  the  mode  prmcribed  by  itic  Coniti- 
tuIiuD  of  (be  Uailed  Siaies,  aiid  deteriajaedia 
the  ue^aiive — ]ms  33,  oajra  53,  at  follows; 

Ya^a^AbOaU  Bigalow,  Danial  BlaiaMI.  John  C. 
ChambeduB,  £paptiToilitu»,  ChimaiDiit  Jotu  Da*<ii- 
poTt,  jun.  WilliBUi  fil;,Jmm<a  Enatl,  Thonw  R. 
tioU,  Willikia  Hde,  Nathinicl  A.  HaTon,  Jaiulbu 
H.  Hubbftril,  Ebencui'  HunlinKloit,  Kichaid  JickioD, 
jun.,  Herman  KnickerbBcker,  JoMph  Lewii,  juoior, 
Robert  Le  Rot  LWin^tun,  Wiuiun  McKialej,  Wil- 
liam Milnor,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Benjamin  Picknan,  Jan.,  Timotb;  Ktkin,  jnn^  John 
Porter,  Bliaha  R.  Potter,  Daniel  Shefley,  Lewii  B. 
BtuTgea,  B*niae1  TaBgart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge.  John 
Thampaan,  Nkihalaa  Van  Dyke,  Killian  K.  Van  Ram- 
aeUeF,  B>eki«il  Whitman,  and  James  WHaon. 

Nat* —  Laowel  J.  Alrton,  WWk  AktM,  janior, 
WilUwn  Andoraon,  WdliaB  T.  Barry,  Adam  Boyd, 
Matthaw  Clay,  Jaiaea  Cochran,  Williaa  Crawford, 
Richard  CnUa,  Mm  Dawaaa^  Jaaefdi  Daaka,  Bm- 
zillai  Gannett,  Gideon  GardBar,  TJumaa  Gholaon,  P*- 
tenon  Unodwya.  Danvt  Heialer,  Jaiaas  fioUand,  Ja- 
cob Huftj,  £ichaid  M.  JohwoB,  Joha  Lora,  Maubew 
Lyon,  Aaron  Lyie.  Natluinial  3ifacon,  Alaundei  Mo- 
Kim,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Thumaa  Hoore,  Gurdon  8. 
Mumford,  Thomaa  Newbdd,  Tbomaa  Newton,  Joseph 
Pearson,  Peter  B.  Portor,  John  Rhea  of  Tenneaiee, 
Matthiaa  Richaida,  Simual  Riaggaiil,  John  Roane, 
Brutus  Root,  John  Roia,  Ebeneier  Sage,  Lemuel 
Sawyer,  John  A.  ScudJer,  Ebenexer  SeaTcr,  Adtm 
Beybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Geerfe  Smith,  John  Smith, 
Saaual  Smilh,  Heon  Southard,  Rlofaard  Stanford, 
Min  Btnaley.  Dii  Tran,  Charles  Tamer,  innior, 
Robert  WeakJey,  Robert  WhilshiU,  and  Rabt.  Wiigfat. 
And  ft)  the  nid  bill  wa»  rrjmed;  two-ihitdi 
of  (he  House  not  cgraclnK  to  paaa  ib«  aaine. 
BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 
^  Mr.  P.B.Pt>aTiB,&eiB  the  cMBmittee  (o  wtLMn 
was  refatMd,  on  iba  iwaoty-fifih  uliimo,  ttie  me- 
morial or  the  Stockbolderg  of  iba  Bank  of  th* 
United  SUMa,  taade  ibe  rollojrlDg  reporl,  which 

"  The  cooinitlea  to  whoa*  waa  refertBd  the.  msHke* 
riat  of  the  BtockholdeiB  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uailsd 
Sutss,  report : 

"  That  thay  b«Te  careAiUy  examined  the  Tahona 
malten  lel  forth  in  the  laid  memorial,  and  attenltTelj 
litlened  to  the  repieienlatiDni  of  the  gentlemen  who 
hate  appeared  in  behalf  of  the  aaid  pelitionera.  The 
object  <rf'  the  memorialisti,  ia  to  obtain  extenaion  of 
their  eerporate  powen  beyond  the  period  timited  for 
the  eipiTBlion  of  their  charter,  to  ■■  lo  enable  Ihem  (o 
pioaeeuts  for  their  debts,  and  to  arrange,  liquidate,  and 
eloae  the  Tarioiu  soneerna  of  the  company. 

"  The  coBmilteaar*  of  opinion  that  a  law  of  Con- 
giea,  gisMiaf  tba  powara  pnyed  fer,  weald  fccilitate 
the  final  adjnitaiant  of  the  aAua  of  Ibe  bank,  althoogh 
(hey  do  aat  tUak  sack  a  law  indispeBaitile  to  that  ob^ 
jeol-  Bat  belieiiag,  as  your  coaiUltlaB  do^  that,  in 
giaating  the  original  cbanea  to  the  stockbaUaBa,  Con- 
Ki«M  ttaueaoded  the  legilinate  powat*  of  tbe  Coaati- 
tntion;  the  aama  objecttoa  new  pieaanta  iMelf  U  " 
eitenaioB  o[  any  of  their  corpotaie  capaciltaa. 

"Ifthe  comiaitUe  had  lime  to  goioto ''' 

lioD,  and  to  preeent  (o  the  Hooae  the  t: 

which  have  condaced  to  this  opinion,  it  would  be  more 

I       than  uueleu  to  diTert  Iti  aitenlion  from  tbe  inportBDt 

cwieertu  of  tbe  nuioB,  at  this  lata  period  of  the  *•»- 


fully  and  Elaborately  diacuaaed. 

Th^  tharifeia  beg  Uaie  to  introduce  the  fidlowing 
resolution: 

"  JUtthei,  Thai  Uw  laayerof  the  msMorialktaoBght 
not  to  be  granted." 

The  Hmiie  agreed  to  meet  to-morroir,  (beiog 
Snndaj.) 

The  HoDM  ihen  adjounied  to  six  o'clock  Ihii 
eTeQiog. 

MaacH  S— 6  o'dodt  p.  m. 

The  Bfmkeb  laid  before  the  Honie  a  letter 
froto  the  Secreiatf  of  the  Treasury,  accompmied 
with  (undry  stBiemeni^,  prepared  in  obedience  lo 
the  act  (oegtnblisha  Mint,  and  tegulaiiug  the 
coins  of  the  United  Stales;  wbicb  were  read. 

Tbe  Speakeb  alto  laid  befure  ihe  Houae  ■  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  gf  tbe  Treasury,  iraaemit* 
ting  a  Gtaiemeoi  of  Saes,  pcDaliies,  and  fotfev- 
tui^B,  aod  of  expcoaea  atieodieg  proaecatioD*  un- 
der ibeembargoaadnon-ialarcouiM  lava;  whiett 
were  read. 

A  bill  from  the  Sente  for  (he  relief  of  Richard 
Trrvia  and  others,  being  the  aame  bill  aa  that 
relumed  by  t;<!  Pfesideat,  with  the  exception  of 
■he  objeciioDable  section  reapeciiuy  the  church 
claim,  wM.rtad  thiwt,  times,  aad  paaaed. 

INDIAN  TREATIES. 

TheHoBse  wMit  into  CMDmittee  of  the  Whole 
OB  the  bill  mshing  appropriation*  for  carrying 
into  efiect  -a  treaty  between  the  United  States 
Bitd  tbe  Ureat  and  Utile  Orage  Indiana. 

Mr.  Weaklet  moved  an  aawndiaeBi  appro- 

Kiating  a.num  qf  moitey  for  exiinguiibing  the 
diaa  title  to  certain  land*  in  the  ^t<  of  Ten- 
acawe.— Moiioa  lott,  47  lo.SA. 

Tb«  CoiDoiittee  tiMe,  aad  reported  the  bill. 

Mr.WiAKUETceDewed  hi*  notion  in  the  HouM 
la  the  following  form :  "  that  a  aum  not  exceed- 
*  ruf  tea  thousand  doUara,  be  and  ti  hereby  ap- 
'  propiiated  for  the  purpoia  of  defraying  the  ez- 
'  penae  of  boidiog  a  treaty  with  the  Chickasaw 
'  naiion  of  Indians,  for  exiiaguishlBg  elahns  to 
'  Uvdsin  the  State* of  Taanesaee  and  Kentucky.** 

The  noiioa  was  supported  by  Meaars.  BAftar, 
MoKaa,  and  Wbaklbt;  aod  opposed  by  Hesart. 
Stobobs  and  Kbt. 

Mr.  QAaDBHiER  mored  the  previous  question 
an  the  ameodmeBl,  which  waa  determinnl  in  the 
affitmatire. 

Mr.  a.  proceeded  to  debate. 

The  Spbakxb  declared  the  dcaiaion  of  tbe 
Hiuse  to  be,  that  debate  could  not  take  place  oa 
the  question  now. 

Mr.  Gabdbiiibb  appealed  from  the  Sptaker's 
decisioit,  which  was  affirmed— 'yeas  63,  naya  36, 
S3  follow* : 

Yau~Joaeph  Allan,  Letaoal  J.  Alston,  WUfia  Als- 
ton, jnnior,  WiUisn  Anderson,  Ds>rid  Bard,  WiUan 
T.  Barry,  Burwell  Rmbbu,  Ada*  Boyd.  WilUam 
Butler,  Joe^  Ualhena,  Matthew  Olay.  JohaGtoMOD. 
Jsmea  Cochran,  William  Crswbrd,  Riohard  OuttBt 
Joseph  Deshs,  Williaai  Piodley,  Meshad  FiaaUin, 
Banillal  Gaiittett,  Gid«ea  Uatdncr,  Thomu  Obalaear, 
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I  then  nega- 


Patonon  Omdwjn,  WiDiaui  Halmi,  Jiidm  Hollknd, 
Jacob  Huftj,  Richard  H.  Johnton,  William  Kenned;, 
Jolia  Lore,  Aaron  Lyie,  Alexander  McKim,  WiHiam 
McKinle;,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  SucuH  L.  MicehiH, 
Jobn  MonlKDmer;,  Nicholaa  R.  Moore,  Jereaiiah  Mor- 
law,  Tbomu  Nenbold,  Thomi*  NenrtoR,  John  Nich- 
olioD,  John  Porter,  Joba  Rea  of  Pcanijlfania,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennenee,  Matthias  Bicharda,  Bamuel  RiDC> 
sold,  iobn  Boane,  Ervitui  Root,  John  Bo*a,  Ebfnezer 
Sage,  John  A.  ScudJer,  Ebenrier  Ejesrer,  Adam  Bey- 
tierl,  Bamael  Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  So  ilia,  George 
Smith,  Henry  Southard.  John  Thompaon,  Uri  Tracy, 
Cbarlei  Turntr,  Juo.,  Robert  Weakley,  Rubeit  White- 
bill,  Robert  Wilherapoon,  and  Robert  Wright. 

NiTi— Abijah  Bigelow,  J^mei  BreckoorUge,  John 
Campbell,  John  C.  Chamberlain,  Epapbroditus  Cham- 

E'aii,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Dawson,  William  BIy, 
arant  Oardenier,  Charlei  Qoldiborough,  Tbomaa  R. 
GoM,  Will^Di  Hals,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel 
Heiater,  Joaathan  H.  Habbard,£ben«zer  Huntington, 
SichaTd'JackBOn,jnn.,  Philips.  Key,  Herman  Knick- 
erbaokvr,  Joaepb  Lewia,  jr.,  Matthew  Lyon,  Wilham 
MUdot,  Beaj*min  FietmaD,  Jon..  TJmbthy  Pitkin,  jr., 
Eliaha  R.  Potter,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Sunfcrd,  John 
Stanley,  Lowla  B.  Sturgaa,  Jacob  Bwoope,  Nieholaa 
Van  Dyka.  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Kitlan  K.  Van 
RaiuaelBer,  Laban  Wbeaton,  Eukiel  WUtnu,  and 
Jamea  Wilaon. 

Mr.  WBiKLBv'a  AmeodmeDt 
lired— 51  10  48. 

Aq  en^russed  bill  makinK  appropriatiooa  for 
urryiug  idio  effect  a  treaty  betwf«n  the  United 
StBtea  and  iba  Qreaiand  Liiile  Owge  otiiona  of 
Indians,  coDcliKtfd  at  Fort  Clarke,  an  the  tenth 
of  November,  180S,  wM  read  ibc  third  time. 

£«*olMd,  That  the«aid  bill  do  paw,  nnd  that 
Ibe  litis  be ''An  act  making  approptiations  for 
carryiag  into  effect  a  treaty  between  the  United 
Slates  and  the  Great  and  Linle  Oikge  oationa  of 
Indian*,  cODOJiided  •!  Fort  Gierke,  on  the  tenth 
day  of  November,  1806,  and  fur  other  purpoiet." 

Tiie  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole, on  the  bill  from  the  Senaia.  eHiiiled 
"Ad  act  in  addition  to  the 'act  to  regulate  the 
lafiog  out  aod  making  a  road  from  CamtterlaBd, 
in  Maryland,  (o  tlu  State  ofOhio.  The  bill  waa 
reported  wiihaut  an  amendmeat;  which  waa 
cgneurred  in  by  the  Hoom,  and  the  ameodment 
ordered  to  bs  eogroaaed,  ami,  together  with  the 
bill,  be  read  the  Ihird  time  to-day. 

voluntcer  corps,. 

The  HoQse  retolred  itself  into  a  Commitm  of 
the  Whole,  oti  the  bit!  from  the  Senate  authori- 
zing  the  President  of  ibe  United  States  to  accept 
the  aervieea  of  a  eotpt  of  rolnnieeis  not  exceed' 
lag  50,000  mea. 

Mr.  KooTsaid  the  prorisiotis  of  it  were  im- 

eaciicable,  and  coald  not  be  made  to  harmonize. 
y  the  first  section  the  President  was  authorized 
to  accept  the  service  of  volunteers  ivho  ahould 
aaaoeiate  themselves  iaio  eompanies,  the  officer* 
of  which  were  to  be  appointed  in  a  manner  pre- 
•Bribed  by  the  States.  From  various  companin 
■IDS I  be  selected  i  section  to  each  to  form  one 
company  of  the  volunieernj  who  could  not  be  or- 
ganized till  the  Slates  thould  past  laws  to  carry  ; 


ihis  bill  into  eSeet.  He  pretDmcd  limn,; 
BiBie  in  the  Unioti  which  had  at  pretmi 
laws  for  this  amalgamalioa  of  eoni^v^i 
Mr,  R.  poinlMl  out  what  bedicainlHkrKi 
groities  tn  the  bill.  He  said  iteoouiDHn.j 
provisions  wtlhoot  providing  ihtmeuiKV 
ingiheminto  elTeci ;  and  it  waitm  liii.j 
lessioQ  to  BitempI  to  remodel  tbeliir.  Hd' 
fore  moved  that  the  Comoiittee  riie. 

Mr.  DaW90n  ii;ioke  of  the  preseni  siisi. 
the  country  as  beipg  critical.  A  gml  a. 
of  the  House  bad  formerly  agreed  Uf^.. 
similar  lo  those  cantained  in  tbii  biL  .i 
House  were  to  refuse  now  to  paBil,iai|i. 
leave  the  President  destiiateof  taunt.. 

Mr.  Tallmaooe  coioeided  vritli  Ut.li:  i 
to  (he  detaila  of  this  bill,  and  mi  p»n^| 
debate  the  HwriU  of  the  bill.  TbtCki>tMi| 
prixed  hitoiihaioQa  motion  foribeConiij- 
rise,  the  meriia  could  not  be  defaainl.        I 

The  question  on  th«  Commitm^  tk'- 
determioed  in  the  aflirmatite,  and  ibnir>| 
fused  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  enliiW  'Jit: 
addition  to  the  act  to  regulate  the  iajw-'^ 
making  a  rand  from  Cumberlaad,  ioit^i''' 
Maryland,  to  Ibe  Stale  of  Ohio,"  n-i-^  ; 
third  lime,  and  pas<>ed  as  amended.  [ 

DISTRICT  JUDGES.  i 

The  ord«r  of  the  day  bein^  ctiled  i"*  | 
bill  (o  incraaae  the  aompeoMttoB  of ikM" 
the  District  of  Colambla— 

Mr.  Q,oiiTOY  moved  that  it  be  i»i*"ff 
puned.  The  reaam  he  aaajgae^  W » ■ 
salaries  of  the  Judges  of  the  UniK^^*" 
a  mailer  to  be  acted  on  genersllf.iilBJ 
oially.  If  the  Hlariee  of  the  Jidpio^^ 
trici  were  raised,  so  ought  those  in  oitei*^ 
and  not  in  this  alone.  . 

Ur.  Mi  Lit  OR  spoke  against  po>ip>i*'** 
was  no  reason,  because  other  Wpi^ 
ceive  enough  compensatiorr,  thw  1 1**! 
should  be  withheld  from  (be  JudgestiD'^' 
irici.  It  was  imposBible,  be  aii,  I" '  "^ 
maintain  himself  decently  for  81,™''";: 
the  District;  thebusinessof  ib(DiiUi«W^, 
extensive,  employing  the  Judges  "jWr^ 
lion  of  Lbeir  time.  ^, 

Mr.  Key  opposed  the  motion  foi  PfjT^ 
He  tpoke  of  (he  good  character""  «* 
the  Judges,  the  laboriousoess  of  uw '^ 
courts  beio^tweoiy  weeks  in  the  J'"'^^ 
■esiion,  beside*  as  much  (ime  ■Ntir<^ 
their  chambers  in  the  duties  of  ^'"fL^ 

Mr.  Roes  was  in  favor  of  tbt  f^jj^^^ 
Inadequate  as  the  salary  was  '*f'~li,^ 
wai  never  any  diEculty  in  P«e'"*^'J!L,e»  I 
ihevaeanclesincaseofrenifOsliiM.  """^ 
nodifficuUy  in  filllBg  (he  tMeft,  *l*^  , 
Miin  was  there  to  increase  'h<''''*L,iit 

Mr.  LivEBMOBtand  Mr.  Alb""^^^^ 
vorof  indefinite  postponement,  »t"""' 
HiER  against  it.  .^■■i)' 

The  motion  for  iodefifllie  P«'l*°l^,-,; , 
negBiited,  ayes  30;  and  iheHouf  %U 
sejfinto  a'Commiilee  of  the  V/b<i">'"'^ 
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An  additioaof  $SO0  was  in>d«  to  lh«  ralarr  of 
the  Chief  Judge,  ind  t400  to  that  of  the  Associate 

Mr.  QuiHOT  noTed  lo amend  the  bill  by  ins«rt- 
insr ;  "And  that  the  Diiirici  Jud^s  of  ihe  United 
'  Slates,  in  each  and  ejttj  district  of  the  United 
<  SiatPB,  shall  eaeband  every  one  receive  tbasora 
'  of  S^OD  yearly,  in  addition  to  the  compeiiBation 
'  ber*terora  allowed  by  lav." 

The  iDotiov  was  lost,  ayes  12. 

The  Commiliee  toie  and  reported  the  bill  as 
Unended. ' 

Mr.  Qtri NOT  renewed  ifaemoiioit  hebad  ntiBQc- 
ce»s(ully  made  in  Cominittee;  which  was  again 
sefialiv«d. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  S4  to 
20.  and  was  sabseqneatty  read  a  third  time  and 

Adjonniediintilto-inorTowmotDiiig,  ten  o'clock. 

Sdnday,  Hare^  3. 
The  House  reiiolred  itself  into  a  Comnitllee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  lo  remit  cerlatD  fines,  pen- 
mliiea,  and  forfeilurea.  The  hill  'nai  reported 
with  Bmendments  thereto ;  which  were  read,  and 
coDCorred  in  by  the  House,  and  ihc  bill  ordered 
\o  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to-diiy. 

A  message  frmQ  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoate 
that  the  Senate  ba^e  passed  th«  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  coacerniog  invalid  pensioners,"  with  an 
amendment,  to  which  ihey  detiie  the  eOncurreacc 
of  ibia  House. 
,  The  Home  resolved  itself  into  a  Coramiit'ee 
of  ibe  Whole  on  rbe  bill  allowing  additional 
compensation  to  the  Postmasier  General.  The 
hill  was  reported  with  aa  ameDdmeat  thereto; 
which  was  eoncDrred  in  by  the  House,  and  the 
bill  ordered  lo  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third 
time  to  day. 

The  Hoii»e  resolved  itself  iotokComraittee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles 
HiniBe.  The  bill  was  reported  withont  amend- 
ment, and  «rdered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the 
third  time  to-day. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  aComtnritee 
of  the  Wh  ole  on  the  bllt  for  the  relief  of  Lieu- 
lecBot  Colonel  William  Dent  Beall.  The  bill 
WIS  reported  withont  ameDdmenc,  and  ordered  to 
be  eogToised,  and  read  the  third  time  to-day. 

An  eogToaaed  bill  allowing  additional  compen- 
sation to  the  Paitroisier  General  was  read  (he 
third  tirne^  and  passed. 

On  ntolion  of  Mr.  Oiblako,  the  several  orders 
of  the  day,  except  the  bill  providing  for  (he  more 
cffeetnal  accotintability  of  persons  intrusted  with 
public  mooeys,  the  bilfs  from  Ihe  Senate, and  the 
eoarosied  bifls,  were  postponed  iadefinitely. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  Ihe  Whole  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  more 
efiectoal  aceonn  I  ability  of  persons  intrusted  with 
public  montyi;  Slid,  afier  some  time  speorthere- 
ffl,  ibe  Committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 
An  eogroned  bill  to  remit  certain  fines,  forfeii- 
f      am,  and  peoaltiea,  was  read  the  third  lime,  and 


An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles 
Minifie  was  read  Ibe  third  time,  and  pas.ied.' 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant 
^olonet  William  Dent  Beall  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
(hat  the  Senate  have  appointed  a  committee  on 
their  part,  jointly,  with  such  committee  as  may 
be  appointed  on  loe  part  of  (his  House,  to  wait 
on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  inform 
him  of  ibe  proposed  recess  of  Congress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RiNoooLn, 

Retoleed,  That  the  Clerk  of  (his  Hoose  be  aii- 
(horized  to  pay,  oot  of  theooniingent  fund  of  the 
Hoose.  to  James  Claxton,  the  sura  of  one  hiin- 
dred  dollars  for  his  services  during  thin  session; 
and  to  BleztiDs  Spalding,  John  Phillips,  Oeorge 
Cooper,  Richard  Stewart,  Qeurge  N.  Thomas, 
and  Michael  Sanford,  the  sum  of  fifiy  dollars 
each,  in  addition  to  ibeir  usual  com  pens  a  lions. 

On  m  olio  a. 

Ordered,  That  (he  several  bills  from  theSen- 
■te,  endded  "  An  act  miking  further  provision 
for  (he  Corps  of  Engineers;'*  "an  act  concerning 
the  com  muniea  lion  by  water  along  (be  northern 
confines  of  (he  United  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses;" "an  act  authorizing  a  subscription  on  (he 
part  of  the  United  S(s(es  to  the  slock  of  the 
Ohio  Canal  Company,"  be  severally  postponed 
indefinitely. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
lion  of  (he  Senate  appointing  a  Joint  committee 
to  inforin  the  President  of  the  proposed  recess  of 
Congress ;  and  the  same  was  concurred  in  by  the 
House)  and  Messrs.  Qarlako  and  Andehbon 
were  appointed  the  committee  on  the  part  of  this 

The  SpCArEti  presented  to  the  House  a  peti- 
lion  of  the  mechanics  and  manufacturers,  in  Ma- 
son county,  in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  praying 
that  Congress  may  take  ihe  necessary  steps  to 
cDcourage  and  protect  the  various  monufaoturing 
establishments  witbio  the  United  States. — Laid 
on  the  table. 

EXTRA  SEBSION 

Mr.  MoNTooMBaT,  after  adverting  lo  the  no- 
oerlainiy  of  the  present  state  of  our  foreign  eflbir*, 
and  the  temporary  nature  of  the  provisions  ex- 
isiing  In  relation  to  them,  offered  (he  following 
reEolu(ion  for  conttderation : 

SaolBtd,  That  a  committse  be  appointed  lo  inqaire 
into  the  eipeOiancy  of  fixing  b;  law  an  earlier  da;  fbr  i 
Ike  meeting  of  CangreM  tiian  dM  1st  Monday  in  D*.  J 
canbar  next,  with  Iwt*  lo  rapoit  1iy  bill  or  oiherwiaa. , 

Mr.  Potter  opposed  it  on  the  ground  that  iti 
was  impossible  for  Congress  to  foresee  a  eeriain 
necessity  for  their  meeting.  If  it  should  occur, 
(be  President  was  invested  with  the  power  to 
convoke  Congress  at  his  discretion. 

Mr.  Love  was  also  opposed  to  the  resolution 
even  fur  inquiry,  tie  could  see  no  pressing  oc- 
casion for  an  extra  session ;  and  the  convening  of 
Congress  would  be  productive  of  great  expense, 
and  of  great  personal  inconvenience  to  the  mem- 
ben;  and,  ahhoDgb  he  himself  should  not  be  a 
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letlU  iheTcon  «oatnr)r  to  lav,  sad  ocaUaae  tg 
rciidc  iharMin  wiiliout  peoBiMitMt  of  Ui«  Uniui 

Mr.  JaBvixoa  dmttwtd  tbai,  kj  a  law  of  the 
Uaitvd  Biaux,  n»aj  a{  tbow  wba  weresetiM 
upon  the  public  lindt  bad  otHaised  poiamMi 
front  ihe  fcgisim  of  iha  land  office  ia  wkicb  ikcr 
mpectiveljr  rrudcd,  aad  that  ii  ironld  bediSew 
ro  diiiinguul)  wbo  w«ra,or  wbo  wera  MiiKulen 
on  tbe  public  laod*  contrarv  to  iaw.  liwwf^ 
iherefota,  be  (Klrfimlf  httil  lo  deprive  •  fmt 
number  or  tbe  eiiizeos  of  tb«  right  whieb  ibcf 
wore  anxioui  to  obtaiii,  merely  for  tb«  parpoa  o[ 
prsTeounf  a  Tear,  wbom  tbe  geaUuMa  tan 
Qeorgii  coi>ceiTe(l  to  be  illegal  aeltlera  afMathe 
public  land*,  froai  voting. 

Mr.  RaKk  of  TeanciMa  o[qioMd  the  aa«B4- 
mcDi.  He  MJd  Ibat  everf  one  liable  lo  Hiliita 
dnl^  Migbt  to  vote.  Tboae  pcnooa  petfansfri 
miliiia  duijr,  and  were,  id  hi*  opiaion.  eotiiM  lo 

Tbe  amcDdniMl  wh  loat. 

Mr.  JxNiiiMoa  Mid  that  Ke  had  iatrodKed  ibe 
fourth  tcetioa  in  the  bill,  froia  ide^  be  ealer- 
taiaed  that  emj  tnaa  who  acted  as  a  k^ulmtor 
ought,  to  itand  upon  iadepeitdeDt  aad  disinia^ 
eaied  (rouod.  That  th«  clauM  of  (be  itctiiw 
which  went  to  disaualiff  any  peraoa  hoUiog  aa 
office  of  profit  under  (be  Governor  (jimicei  ot 
the  peace,  dec,  exoepted)  from  being  eligible  ta 
the  office  of  a  merob«r  of  ihe  Iiegialaiive  Coaa- 
cil,  ur  Uouteof  Repretentatirea,  or  aa  a  Delegate 
lo  tbe  CaogreM  of  tbe  United  Slaiaa  far  nid 
Territory,  tioiil  (oek  ofliee  aboutd  be  icMgaed, 
was  intended  lo  prerent  Uia  batteiiiig  of  o&ea 
far  tbe  purpose  at  iudacing  support  to  any  caa> 
didtt^  who,  at  the  time  of  beiag  a  caaaidate, 
ihould  bold  lay  office  of  profit  ezce^  sack  «i  an 
excepted  in  this  bill.  Sucb  a  (litqualifieuiDo,  w 
far  as  it  goes,  will  have  an  equal  opciatioa  apoa 
every  eltizea  of  the  Territorv,  while  it  would 
lead  to  pure  and  disinieresied  I^islation,  aad  op- 
erate as  a  barrier  against  ao^  improper  bias  ov 
encroachmeni  upon  the  elective  fraocbiae.  Bnt, 
he  said,  a  kind  of  silent  legisUtioa  bad  beea  re> 
totted  to,  ia  order  to  impfest  upon  the  miadsof 
the  laemben  of  this  House  (hat  b«  was  legisla- 
ting lo  disqualify  hi*  competitor,  if,  iDtteMl,  be 
had  hut  one.  This  was  a  secret  mode  of  im- 
peachiog  tbe  motives  of  a  legislator.  He  was 
not  io  the  habit  of  impeaebiog  tbe  motiret  of 
■oy  member,  nor  did  be  wish  ibe  motives  by 
which  he  was.  actuated  to  be  misrepreseoied. 
But,  any  person  could  qualify  himself  as  a  Ittit- 
lalor  by  resigniog  an  office  of  profit,  which,  Mr. 
J.  conceived,  he  should,  when  fie  beeanH  a  caa- 
didiie  to  repieteat  the  people.  He  wss  not  leoa- 
cious,  however,  for  the  principle  contained  ia 
this  section,  if  it  would,  in  any  meaiure,  prevent 
the  passage  of  tbe  Srit  section  of  the  biU.  B% 
therefore,  moved  that  the  section  be  stitcken  oat. 

Mr.  BcrTY  opposed  the  motion  to  strike  ool 
He  could  Me  tee  nothing  itoproper  in  tbe  section, 
and  hoped  the  motion  would  not  be  agreed  to. 

The  motion  wu  negatived,  sad  tbe  bill  waa 
then  passed. 


t  of  iba  next  CoDgrem,  ba  felt  for  ihaat 
wbo  would. 

Mr.  LivmHOBG  was  opposed  to  tbe  resoluiicD. 
He  said  be  could  Boi  see  why  houotable  gentle- 
men were  no  anxious  for  an  extra  session.  Had 
Uiay  passetl  some  act  Ibe  operation  of  which  (bey 
were  afraid  of;  and  did  they  therefore  winb  to 
be  berel  If  so,  tbey  had  bciier  save  tberaielve* 
the  trouble  by  immediaiety  repealiog  the  act. 
The  President  already  bad  the  power  (o  call  Con- 
gress; and  he  hoped  geDttemca  did  not  wish  to 
takeaway  from  him  the  responuibiliiy  of  cunveo- 
iog  them  or  not,  ax  bcrhould  think  proper. 

Mr.  Tbocf  wbs  in  favor  of  the  resolution.  It 
was  true  that  an  extra  session  would  he  attended 
with  great  persooal  iocoovenietice  to  himself;  but, 
bowew  great,  be  was  willlag  to  incur  it  toavoid 
a  very,  great  natioasl  evil.  Ha  was  fully  |>er- 
snadediConsidering  the  present  stale  of  our  foreign 
rdatioiis,  that  there  ought  to  be  a  session  of  Coa- 
gress  before  the  period  fixed  by  the  Constiiaiion 
for  the  annual  meeting  of  Congress.. 

The  quesiiaa  was  uken  on  tne  pasHge  of  Mr. 
UoNTaoNERv'a  resolution. 

Pof  tbe  resolution  39}  against  it  60. 
rNDIANA  TEBRITORT. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  exleniion  of 
aoffrage  iit  the  Indiana  territory,  was  taken  up 

The  first  section  being  under  consideration — 

Mr.  Biaa  t*\A  it  contained  anrineipleaa  which 
he  could  not  consent  to  act.  He  was  sensible  of 
Ibe  iaconveniences  under  which  the  people  of  the 
Territory  labor ;  that  ibey  are  deprived  of  many 
rights,  but  the  same  deprivation  of  rights  exists 
in  all  the  Territories.  At  prrseat  it  was  penal  to 
settle  OD  Ibe  public  lands.  By  the  operation  of 
this  section^  [wrsoiis  so  settling  contrary  to  law 
Wert  permuted  to  vote — a  premium  was  ihui 
given  for  vioUiions  of  the  law.  That  objection 
wu  suffleleni,  if  there  wss  no  other. 

Mr.  JEHHiHGa  said,  that  the  section  was  predi- 
cated unun  a  joint  resolution  of  the  Legislature 
of  Ihe  Territory  he  had  tbe  honor  to  represent,  and 
it  was  the  request  therefore  of  the  freeholders 
onl^,  wbo  must  be  considered  as  having  acted 
deliberately  and  from  disiaieraated  motives.  He 
wu  loth  ID  detain  tba  Committee,  when  ibere. 
were  important  sabjec(s  to  be  acted  upon,  and 
tbat  too  at  so  lue  a  period  of  the  session.  He 
considered  the  principle  contained  in  the  first 
sectionof  tbe  bill  to  be  undeniably  correct.  Mr.  J. 
Mid  that  tbeciiizensof  tbe  Territory  ware  nearly 
kU  emigranufrom  tbe  States,  thai  they  lodt  with 
Ibeu  all  the  ideas  and  feeliogi  with  ras^eat  to 
Uieii  tiberiy  and  rights  with  which  (hey  ware  im- 
Iressed  when  citizetia  of  the  States  from  whence 
Ihey  respectively  emigrated  ;  and,  ths(  be  could 
Dot  believe  that  they  were  less  qualified  to  exer- 
cise ibeir  rights  In  a  proper  manner,  since  Ihey 
became  subject  to  a  Territorial  QovernmcDt,  ihan 
when  they  were  citizens  of  any  of  the  States. 

Other  gentlemen  expressed  their  opinions  on 
the  sabjpet. 

Mr.  Bibb  moved  to  amend  the  section  by  add- 
iog  the  following:  "except  such  parsons  shall 
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Evening  Sitting. 
The  bill*  Trom  the  Seute  were  called  Dp. 
The  bill  auiboriaiog  ibe  Prnideal  lo  ace«pr 
tbe  nerrieet  of  a  corpi  of  Toluolren,  not  exceed- 
iag  firty  ihoiiMiod  men,  was  meniioDrd. 

Mr.  Dawsom  hoped  ihe.Hoiite  would  lake  up 
the  bill.  The;  had  detfrminrd  there  should  oot 
be  an  eiira  •exioD,  and  it  waaiaearabcDtoaihem 
to  do  roniethiD^  to  provide  for  defeaee. 

Mr.LVoHsaid  he  bad  frequently  ro(«d  for lach 
bills  when  there  was  00  prospect  ol  war;  and  now, 
wheo  we  were  gotog  ioto  war.  and  giving  the 
prOToeaiioD  oDiieUes,  be  waa  oi  opiiiioD  it  ongbt 
to  be  passed. 

The  bill  was  indefinitely  poatponed. 
The  bill  for  laying  mil  a  certain  road  in  pur- 
suance of  the  Treaty  of  Brownslown  was  next 
called  op. 

Mr.  Gold  spoke  in  favor  of  consideriiig  it,  and 
the  bill  was  iodeGoitely  poriponed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Tbomaa  Campbell 
waa  next  in  order. 

Mr.  MiLKOK  and  Mr.  Moktaohbrt  spoke  in 
favor  of  taking  it  np. 

Tb«  ntotioa  to  postpone  the  bill  inde&ni(elr 
was  negatived. 

The  bill  aulhoriiing  the  paytneni  of  eertaiD 
certificates  and  pensions  came  next  upon  the 
tapis. 

Mr.  Wbith*ii  and  Mr.  Johhson  spoke  in 
favor  of  it. 

The  Toiea  were,  for  postponement,  39 ;  against 
it,  39. 

Another  cotiBt  beio^  called,  there  were,  for 
postpODemenl,  33  ;  against  it,  38. 

Another  count  being  called — for  postponemeol 
38;  against  it,  38. 

The  SruKxa  decided  the  qaesiion  in  the  af- 
firmative. 
The  Hovae  resolvetl  itself  into  a  Ci 


the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomaa 
Campbell.  MeHrs.  Milkos,  Pindlbt,  and  PiOK- 
HaH,  supported,  and  Mr.  Root  opposed  it. 

A  conlldeniial  message  from  the  Senate  caused 
the  Committee  to  rire  before  the  bill  was  gone 
(brough  with,  and  the  discuation  of  it  waa  not 
renumed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shiue, 

RttoCved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Honse  be 
presented  td  Joseph  B.  VaatioH,  in  lesiimonyof 
their  approbaiion  of  hi:<  conduct  in  the  discharge 
of  the  arduous  and  important  duties  assigned  to 

m  while  in  the  Chair. 

The  Speiksb  then  made  his  acknowledgments 
to  the  Hogse  in  the  fultowing  words : 
GeMlUtneit  of  lie  Houte  of  SeprtteKUUiva  i 

I  aeknonleilse,  with  grateful  leiuiUlitj,  Ae  aid  yon 
have  aflbrdeit  me  in  the  diKhargs  af  tha  dntis*  of 
Speaker,  four  approbstion  of  my  conduct  in  the  im- 
portant oSce  ;on  tiave  bean  pleased  to  assign  me.  af- 
forda  ma  verj  great  coDsotatioD ;  end  permit  D 


Mr.  BuBWELL  offered  a  resolution  requiring  th« 
proper  officers  to  eaase  lo  he  laid  before  CongreM, 
at  tneir  next  session,  a  statement  of  all  persona 
who  receive  money  from  the  public  Treasury, 
and  the  amottnu  they  receive  repeetivel^. 

Mr.  Stiulet  gave  his  heartf  uipport  to  the 
motion,  and  Mr.  Alstom  and  Mr.  EfPta  sng- 
gesied  an  amendment  of  it. 

At  this  momeiii,  Mr.  OaBLAiin,  from  tbe  con* 
mittee  appointed  for  the  purpose,  reported  that 
tbey  had  waited  on  tbe  President  and  informed 
bim  ihat  tbey  proposed  to  adjourn,  and  bad  re- 
ceived fur  answer  that  he  had  no  furibet  eommn- 
nication  to  make. 

A  roesasge  was  received  from  the  Senate,  and 
reciprocated,  that  they  were  about  to  adjourn  ; 
a  moiion  was  then  made  to  adjourn,  and  carried. 
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m  TtrtKD  snsion  o*  tsi  ■LKTticru  ooitause,  ab,  mnma  t 
Tttaantma,  irsss  ob»bi&  to  bb  kipi  snmn,  and  BssrscnNs  wbiob  thb 
vr  ammaat  wis  ittkbttaus  Hmonn  bt  qu^  oi  f  hi  houu. 


Tbdmut,  Jtnukrjr  3, 1611. 
A  eODBdeBlial  Menage  wa«  recfired  fnm  the 
PrasidsQi  of  the  Uaiicd  Sum ;  when  the  House 
was  cleared  ef  all  pertotn  »c«pt  the  meniberr 
«nd  the  Clerk,  and  t be  *kfd  Meaeage  wu  reid, 
and  referred  to  a  select  eoismiiiee,  eonipoied  of 
Mr.  MoktsomeBt,  Mr.  Curra,  Mr.  W.  At.»Tai(, 
Mr.  P.B.  PoBTEB,  Mr.  Orat,  Mr.  Havbh,  Mr. 
HnNTiROTOK,  Mr,  MiLLBH,  and  Mr.  Babbt,  to 
coDaidelr'aBd  rtport  iherean.— {See  Appendii.] 

S&TDBDAY,  Janaarf  5. 
The  Hoait  bciDC  cleared  oTall  pcrwnt  except 
the  memben  and  Clerk,  tw  a  motioD-  made,  and 
teare  siren  by  the  Hodm,  Mr.  Mohtoomirt, 
from  the  eoraiDiltee. appointed,  on  the  third  in- 
acsnt,  on  the  eoofidential  Meaiage  of  the  Preii- 
deat  of  the  United  Slates,  preaentedabiKaaihor- 
fzing  the  Precideot  or  the  UoEted  Staiee  to  oeeupy 
Ibe  lerritorr  (herein  mentioned,  and  fiir  other 
porpoaee;  which  wai  read  the  flnt  and  lecoad 

A  motion  wx  Ibtn  made  bjr  Mr.  BmtWBLL, 
that  iibe  the  order  Tor  Mondajr  next;  and  the 
qaeaiioB  bahig  taken  thereon,  it  was  resolved  la 
the  affirmatiTe — fevn  80,  nays  37,  at  follows : 

Yea»— Atsepb  Allen,  Lemnel  J.  AlitOD,  Sae- 
kiel  BacM,  Bnrwril  BM«ett,  William  W.  Bibb, 
Abijafa  Binlow.  Daniel  BliJMldl,  James  Braeken- 
ridge,  Robert  Brown,  WilUam.  A.  Burwell,  WrU 


liBHi  Builer,  John  CaiapMI,  John  C.  Cbamfaer- 
lain,  William  Chamberlis,  Bpaphrodhns  Cham- 
ptoo,   Hartin   Chlttendeo,   William   Grawfbnl, 


Rlehard  Cotta,Jofan  Davenport,  jr.,  John  DaW- 
BOD,  Joaeph  Desha,  William  Sir,  Jemes  Bmottf 
John  W,  Eppes,  William  Plndler,  Mesbaek 
Franklin.  BarzlUai  -Gannett,  Gideon  Qardoer, 
Charles  GoMsborougb,  TbomaiR.  Gold.  William 
Hale,  NathBoiel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heist* r,  Jona- 
than H.  HnUard,  Bbenezer  Huntington,  Richard 
Jaekton,  jr.,  Robetl  Jtakins,  William  Kennedy, 
Herman  Kniekerbaeker,  Jowph  Lewi*,  jr.,  Rob- 
ert Le  Roy  Livingston,  Ntihaniel  Maoon,  Vin- 
cent Haithews,  Archibald  MeBrrde,  Pleasant  M. 
Miller.  William  Milnor, Samuel  L.  Hitchill,  Jere- 
miah Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moselef ,  Joeeph  Peav 
■oBrBenjamiD  Piokmao,  jr.,  Timothv  Pitkin,  jr., 
John  Porter,  Blisba  B.  Potter,  JouMb  aaincr, 
John  Rbea  of  PenoMtvaata,  Matthias  Richards, 
Tboma*  SamnDntf  AiIid  A,  Scoddcr,  Adam  Stj- 


bert, Daniel  Sheffejr,  Dennis  Smelt,  Oeor^  Smilb, 
John  Smith,  Saninel  Smith,  Henry  Southard, 
Rlehard  Sianfurd,  John  BtiDley,  James  Stephen- 
son, Lewis  B.  Siurses,  Jacob  Bwoope,  Bsmuel 
Tag^rl,  BeDlaminTatlmadge,  Juhn  Thompson, 
Qeorite  M.  Troop,  Ntcholan  Van  Dyke,  Archi> 
bald  V»n  Horn,  Killian  R.  Van  Rensselaer,  La- 
ban  Wbeaton,  and  Jame*  Wilson. 

NiYB—Wiiliam  Anderson,  David  Bard.  Joseph 
Calbonn,  Matthew  Clay,  Jsmes  Cochran,  Jona- 
than Fisk,  Davrd  S.  Garland,  Tbomas  Gholsoo, 
Edwin  Gray,  James  Holland,  Richard  M.  Joho- 
soo,  Thomas  Kenan,  Joho  Lore.  Aaron  Lyie, 
Bamoel  MoKee,  Alexander  McKim,  William 
McCioley,  John  MontKomrry.NicholaeR. Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Ourdon  S.  'MnmTord,  Thomas 
Newton,  John  NichoNoo,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Juha 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John 
Roaiie,  Erastus  Root,  Ebenrzer  Sage,  Ehenezer 
Sterer,  John  Smilie,  Uri  Tracy,  Robert  Weakley, 
Robert  Whitehilt,  Richard  Winn,  Robert  Wiiher- 
•poon,  and  Robert  Wngbl. 

Mr.  MonToou EBT,  f^om  the  same  committee, 
also  reported  a  juini  reaoluiioo,  whieh  n  in  the 
following  words,  to  wit: 

TsUng  Into  viair  the  present  state  of  tbe  world,  the 
peculiar  situation  of  Spam,  and  of  her  Aawrieao  Pre- 
vinoes ;  Ute  at^owlsged  daim  of  the  United  Statae 
am  thM  eoantry,  Ibr  iadamniCcatiana  of  great  Bagni- 
tnda,  Bad  the  inttmata  rslatios  oftha  larritory  castivaid 
af  Ihs  livBT  Perdido.  adjoining  the  said  Statsa,  to  thalr 
■aeorityi  and  tranquiUity ;  Therefcr*; 


sasitfcd.  That  lb«  United  CHatas  aaaaot  sea,  with  in- 
diflbreaea,  any  part  ef  lb*  SpaalBh  Pravineas  adjoiniag 
Ilia  said  Btatee  easiwani  of  die  river  PeididOt  pass  fion 
ths  bands  of  l^uD  into  thosa  of  any  other  fbraica 
FowM. 

Which  was  receivrd  and  read  tbe  first  (imej 
and,  on  motion,  tbe  said  resolutioa  was  read  the 
seeond  time. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Stanlbt,  ibal  it 
he  referred  to  the  Committee  of  tbe  whole  House 
la  whom  was  referred,  this  dav,  ihe  bitl  author- 
izing the  President  of  the  United  States  In  occupy 
the  lerritoiy  thereio  mentiD0ed,snd  for  other  par- 
poses  ;  and  tbe  quesiioD  being  taken  thereon,  it 
was  determined  in  (be  negative. 

A  rooiioD  was  then  then  made  by  Mr.  W.  Ai.a- 
Toit,  that  it  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  tho 
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Whole,  to-day;  aad   the  qneition   being;  utken 
tbereou,  it  wh  rciolT^d  jq  ibe  affirnntlTe. 

The  HouscTesolred  ilKlf  iotoa  ComDillee  of 
'tbe  whule  Houh  oo  Itae  uid  resolution;  aod, af- 
ter some  lime  Bpeni  ihereia,  tbe  Coniiniueu  rote 
reported  progreiw  and  had  leave  to  sit  kgain. 

MoKBAT,  iantwrr  7. 

The  Honse  being  cleared  of  «irp«nionf  evci^pi 
Ibe  members  and  ihe  Clerk,  ihs  House  resolved 
itself  inionCommiitee  of  tbe  Wboleon  ibe  joist 
Ksolntiou  reporred  by  tbe  select  coniiniitee  n^ 
pointed  on  the  conBilenitBl  Meiuge  of  the  Presi- 
deoi  or  tbe  United  State*  of  tbn  Ibiid  iasiMt; 
%ad,  after  some  time  spent  tbereia,  the  Comntit- 
Tose  and  reported  an  ameodmeat  tbereto ;  whiob 
was  read  :  and  on  the  qu^uion  ibat  (he  Home  do 
DOW  eoaeUT  to  ibe  report  of  the  ComiDitiee.of 
the  whole  House,  a  moiioo  was  made  by  Mr. 
CtniNCT,  that  ilje  said  report  and  rMoluiicn  do 
lie  on  the  table;  and  the  qoatiion  being  taken 
lltereoD,  it  was  determined  in  tbe  negative.    , 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Stanford^ 
to  amend  tbe  ramluunii  by  sti iking  out  the  prer 
•.mble  thereto,  whiob  is, as  amended  by  theCMD- 
mittee  ofthe  whole  Hoase,  in  tbe  following  wordt. 
to  wit :  "Taking  into  view  the  preseoiststeof  the 
'  world,  ibe  peculiar  uiusiion  of  Spain  and  of  b;r 
'American  Provinces, and  the  intimate  rel&tioD 
'.ofthe  territory  eastward  of  tbe  rivec  Peidido, 
'  adjoining  tbe  mid  Siawe.  to  their  secuiiiy  aiMl 
'  Iraniiolllity.'' 

And  debate  arising  ihereoa,  an  kdjournsMiit 
was  fmlled  for,  and  carried. 

Tdesdat,  Janiurr  8. 

Tbe  Hoase  lesumed  iIm  eonsi deration  of  iha 
unfinished  buiineM  of  yesterday,  whi«4i  wa<  de- 
pending and  uudeterrained  at  the  timtofadjouni- 
ineBt.  Tbe  quastioa  being  again  siMetl  froa  ib« 
Chaif  an  ttriitiDg  out  the  preanablp  to  tbe  r«ii»lu- 
lioo  repttrlcd  by  the  ComiBiiiee  of  tbe  what* 
Hoase,  a  division  of  Ibe  sams-wos  called  for;  a»d 
the  qneMioffl  beiag  ukea  on  Mriking  oai,«  wae 
deierrained  in  the  negative— yea*  41)  ■ayi'^St  ai 
faUowa: 

Yu«— Joseph  Atlea,  Abijab  Bigalow,  Daaiel 
Blajsdell.  James  Brwkenri  !ge,  Jobn  C.  Cbam- 
bavtaiii,.Wi)liani  Chantaeilio,  Martin  Ohitinden, 
jtmes  Bmott,  Jonathan  Pi*k,  Daniel  Heis(«r, 
Joaaihsn  R.  Hubbird,  Ebenezer  Huntington, 
Richard  Jaekmn,  jr.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Hermatr 
Knickerbicker,  jM«pb  Lflwi«,Jr.,RoberlLe  Roy 
Llvingsloa, Natbanial  Macon,  VincenlMaUbews, 
Archibald  McBrydf  William  Milnor, Samuel  L. 
Hitchill,  Jonaihan  6.  Moscley,  Jo>«pb  Pearwn, 
Timothy  Piikto,  jr.,  Rlisha  R.  Potter,  Joajab 
Quincy.  Daoiel  Staeffey,  John  fimith,  Samuel 
Smith,  Richard  Biaofard,  John  Siaoley,  Jamei 
SiepbenKOB,  Lewis  B.  Siurgea,  Jacob  Swoope, 
Samuel  Tag gart,  Benjamin  TallmMlKe,  Nichoiaa 
Van  Dyke,  Laban  Wbeatea,  Jamas  Wilson,  and 
Robert  Whaaton. 

Navb — Lemuel  J.  Alalon,  William  AndersM, 
Bzekiel  Bacon,  David  BarJ,  Williani  T.  Barry, 


Burweli  Basteti.  William  W.Bibb, RohnBm 
William  A.  Burweli.  Williin  BuOn.!^ 
Caibeua,  Matthew  Clay,  Wilium  Cnn 
Richard  Cuti<sJahi»  D,Iwiod,  Jiur|ADnk^ 
W.  Eppes,  Willism  Findley,  Mtsbick lli.iu 
Bariiilai  Oannett.  Oideon  Gscdnfr,  Om' 
Garland,  ThomaiGhol>«a,Ed«isGiiT.Nu, 
iel  A .  Haven,  James  Hollaail.  SjtUn  )Lk 
SOD,  Witlter  Jones,  TLomas  Keniii,  Willli;b 
nedy,  Jcihn  Love,  Aaron  Lyie,  Alrnidrrilii 
William  McKinley.  Fleanant  M.  Millrj; 
Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.Mooi«,TbuiituU 
OurdoD  S.  Mutnford.  ThomaiNfvlxi!d.T,i< 
Nrwion,  John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Poriw,JK[ii 
of  Pennsylvents,  Jahn  RbeaOf  Tffitnttlk 
thiaa  Richatds,  Sanuiel  Ringgold.  }iitil« 
Sraitu*  Root,  EbBOCXcr  San.Ltii«iSM 
John  A.  Scuddpr,  Kbaaexer  S^T(f.A4ui> 
bert,  Sanuel  Sbav,  Oaania  Barlt,Mik- 
George  Bmiib,  Hcncy  Souihttd.MoTbM 
Oeoige  M.  Troup,  Obarle*  Tnr«ci,x.U 
WhitehiU,  Riohard  Wkin,  and  Ma  Tu 

Tbe  qiMflioD  tbeu  iie«HMed  on  tmm' 
the  amendment  reported  by  ibe  CotBtsif-Ji 
whole  House,  (iroposiitg  to  strike  uUi^ 
amble  the  followiag :  **  tba  aekia>M!!« 
ofthe  United  Staiea  oa  thai  CMHirrlx* 
fiiSeatioits  «f  great  nagMiadc."  M»f 
liuD  being  taken  thereon,  it  wa<  mJn'>'« 
aOirmaiive— yaas 69,  oayi  Sl,Bs{vliHi: 

Ybab— Jaaeph  Alkn,  William  Ai^^ 
kiel  Bacon,  Willian  T.  Barry,  Bun>iv«L 
William  W.  Bibb,  Abitab  BigebWiM^ 
dell,  James  Breckenridge,  WilUsn  i^- 
Willian  Butler,  Joseph  Calhaaa,  WibsCk^ 
berlin,  Epaphrodiiui  Champion,  MtraiC:^ 
den,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  Joha  Di*«^^ 
Deaha,  Jame*  Bmoll,  Jobn  W.  EPP'".''' 
Fitdley  JooMbau  Fiak,  Mesback  Fruti''^' 
eon  <irdoer,  Thomas  R.  Q^i,  ■''''»*,: 
Haven,  iooaibaa  U.  Hubbard,  JaeBkH«iit»; 
never  Huniiagton,  Riobard  JMboR,]m>«^- 
J«Bkia*i  RIcbard  M.  Joha  ton,  WiiarJMn^ 
maa  Kenan,  Williaa  Kedordy,  He>wi^ 
ctliBeker,  Joseph  Uwis,  jtto.,  RokefiUMJ'' 
iagsioa,  AaT«B  Lyie;  Natbaaiel  "KaVT? 
Mati^wik  Archibald  Uofiryds,  AbTlt^ 
Kin,  WilUaiK  Mdaar,  SanuMl  L ll«k>l ; 
ebolas  R.  Moore,  Thama*  Moore,  ^f"^ 
raw,  Joaatbaa  O.  Moseley,  TbM^  ^ 
TbooB*  Newioa,  Josaph  Peirsos.  TiB^'|[ 
kia,  juBh,  Jobn  Poiiar,  Peter  B-  ^ ■'""I'llL 
Potur,  Jaaiah  (tuiuny,  Jobs  B»  '*]^^ 
nia, Matthias  Richards, Saoiiiel  ^"(^ui 
tus  Root,  Bbeoerer  Sage,  LeaiiMl«<'?Lw 

A.  Scudder,  Bbeneiyr  Ssaver,  AJ^-^l* 
Daniel  Shefley,  John  SnUie,  0«otg<^i-'^ 
aaiiih,  Sanoal  SmiUi,  UMrySouiku^^ 
Staafnrd,  Jobn  Siaoley,  JaBMsSUf:^.  rb 

B.  Blums.  Jd<obB*n»opa,6asiBdnfl^'V^ 
jamin  Tallmailge,  lobn  TbonpK^  %jm, 
George  M.  Troup,  CItBTle*  TBrBer,i«i-"£^ 
Van  byfce,  Areliihald  Van  H«a,  W«  "(j 
(OB,  Jaoies  Wilaaa,  Rohcn  Witbmr*'^'* 
art  Wrigbt. 
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Nats — Lemuel  J.  Alston.  David  Bard,  RoWrt 


I,  fiJwJDGmy.DaDiel  HeUter.  JaniPsHulland, 

in  LoVF,  William  MrEinley,PIi>4EantM.Mi]- 
«r,  Juha  Manigomeiy.  Qurdoa  8.  Mumrord.  Juhn 
tlhea  of  TeaDeHee,Jo!io  Roane,  DfDoii  Smell, 
ECubert  'Whiiehill,  and  Ricli4rd  Winn. 

Pending  the  qoeaiioa,  "  Sbslt  ibe  resolation  b« 
■ngroused  for  a  itiird  teadiogT"  a  moiion  W»« 
made  by  Mr.  Quinct,  loamend  rhe  resoluiio  >,  by 
iirikin^  oui  tbu  words  "with  iodilTfrence,"  for  the 
purpose  of  iDKrlrng  ibe  words"wilhoui  serious  in- 
quieinde;"  and  Ib«  question  beiag  (akea  ibereoo, 
il  WRS  deterroiaed  in  ibe  negatire. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Bacon,  to  atnrnd 
tbe  preBDible  lo  the  said  re:iolutiQn,  by  Birikiog 
oat  toe  word  "  said."  for  tbe  purpose  of  iiuetiiag 
the  word  "United ;"  and  tbe  question  being  lakea 
ibereoo.  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motioa  wan  made  by  Mr.  Wriobt,  to  amend 
tbe  reiuilution,  by  adding  tbe  folloffiogto  iheead 

Jtetobud,  That  fit*  Preaideat  be  reqiiMtad  to  make 
mch  aTTaagvineittafor  the  taafuitrj  poMeMioB  ofanj 
part  of  Florida  rart  of  the  Penlido,  with  the  Spaniah 
authoriticw,  tliat  hv  ma;  think  nee  ■  wary  for  that  pur- 

Aad  tbe  question  being  taken  tHereoo,  it  was 
determined  to  the  negailve. 

A  motion  wai  then  made  by  Mr.  STANFOsr  *" 


'dent  of  tbe  United  Slates,  ia  pumuanee  of  ar- 
'  Tangements  which  may  be  desired  by  the  Span- 
'  »b  auihoritie*,  be  authurized  to  take  temiKjrary 
'  poBsrsiioa  of  any  part  or  parts  of  Ibe  sai4  Tem- 

A  quesiioD  of  order  being  made,  whether  the 
motion  of  the  geatlemao  from  North  Carolina, 
Mr.  STAHFOBD,WBBinarder,  as  it  apparently  CUD- 
tained  tbe  principles  embraced  by  the  ameadmeni 
iH;oposed  by  ih«  geatlemab  froaa  Maryland,  Mr. 
WBiOHT,  tb«  Speaker  decided  that  it  waa  sot  in 
order. 

A  notion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Hacon,  that 
tbe  said  resolution  do  lie  on  the  tablej  and  the 
question  being  taken  tbeiton,  it  was  determined 
in  the  negatire. 

The  question  tbcn  recurred  on  the  engrossing 
the  resulaiion  for  a  third  reading;  and  in«  same 
being  taken,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — 
yean  74,  ntys  47,  as  fultowa: 

YEa»— Lemoel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alaton, Jun., 

Wilbam  AoderaoD,  Ezekiel  BaeoD,  David  Bard, 

William  T.  Barry,  Burwell  Basseti.  William  W. 

Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown:  William  A. 

I     Bumell,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Mai- 

thew  Clay,  James  Cnchran,  William  Crawford, 

1     RichardCuii^.  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Job' 

'     W.  Bppei,  William  Findley.  Meshack  Franklir 

I     Barzillii  Gannett,  Qideoo   Gardner,  Ddfid   G 

)     G^ilaad,  Thomas  Qbolsun,  William  HelmsJas. 

f     Holland,  JaeoHufiT.  Richard  M.Johnson,  Tho- 

f     mts Kenan,  William  Kennedy,  Jobn  Love,  Aaron 

t     L]l«,8smae|  McKee,  Alezaniler  McKim,  Wil- 

lltikCoK.  saSskS.— 36 


McKlnley,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  J»hn  Mont' 
gomery,  Nicholas  R.  Miiore,  Tltomas  Monre,  Jer- 
emiah .Uorrow,  Gurdou  8.  Mumford,  Thomas 
Newbold,  Tbomfi>  Newton,  John  Nicholson.  John 
"•orter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Penasytva- 
ia,  John  Rhea  of  Tennes<>ee,  Matthias  Richards, 
Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Erastus  Root, 
Bbeneier  Sage,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Joiin  A.  Scud- 
der,  Ebenezer  Sesver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel 
Shaw.  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith, 
John  Sinflb,  Samuel  Smith,  John  Thompson,  (Tri 
Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turoerjun., 
Robert  Weakley.  Robert  Whitehill.Rich'd  Wino, 
Rcibart  Wilherspoon,  and  Rotieri  Wfiglil. 

Nivs — Joseph  Allen,  A^ijah  Bigelow,  Daniel 
Blaisdell,  James  Breckruriifge,  John  Campbell, 
Juhn  C.  Chamberlain,  WilHaia  Chamberlin,  Gpa- 
lihroditut  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  John 
Davenport,  jun.,  William  Ely,  James Emott,Joii- 
•than  Pii-k,  Charles  Goljsburough,  Thomai  R. 
Gold.  William  Hale.  Naihaniel  A.  Haven,  Dan- 
iel Heipier.  Junaihxn  H.  Hubbard,  Ebenezer  Hun- 
liaglon,  Richard  J«ckaon,  jun.,  Robert  Jenkins, 
Joseph  Lewi.',  juo.,  Ruben  Le  Roy  Livingston, 
Nathaniel  Macun,  Archibald  McBryde,  WUIiam 
MilQor,  Samuel  L.  Mifcbill,  Jooatban  O.  Mose- 
ley,  Joseph  Pearaon,  Benjamin  Pickmao,  jun., 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Elisba  R.  Putter,  Jusiab 
auiney,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Richard  Stanford,  Juhn 
"taoley,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Stuj^^^et, 


James  Wilsoli. 

A  motion  was  than  made  by  Mr.  Piteim,  that 
the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution  be  post- 
poned until  to-morrow;  and  the  question  being 
taken  thereon,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative 


-yens  46,  nays  6S,  ai 
Yeas— Joseph  Allen.  Abijah  : 
Blaizulell^  James  Breeken ridge,  John  Cam^ll, 


John  C.  Chamberlain,  Willism  ChBmberlin,Rpa- 

Ehrodiius  Champion^  Martin  Chittenden,  John 
UveDport,jun.,WilIiam  Ely,  James  Emotl,JoD- 
alhan  Fidt,  Charles  GolJaborough,  Thuma*  R, 
Quid.  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Jona- 
than H.  Hubbard,  Ebenezer  Hunlineton,  Richard 
JacksoO,  jun„  Robert  Jenkins,  Joseph  Lewi»,juii., 
Robert  Le  Roy  Livinzston,  Naihaniel  Macon, 
Archibald  McBryde.  William  Mi  In  or,  Jonathan 
O.  Muaeley,  Joseph  Peanoo,  Benjamin  Pickmaa, 
juo,  Timuth  J  Pitkin,  jun..  Eliaha  R.  Poller,  Jo- 
sieb  auincy,  John  Smith.  Samuel  Smith,  Rich- 
ard Sianford,  John  Stanley,  James  Slephenson, 
Lewis  B.  SturgPs  Jacub  Swoope,  Samuel  Tag- 
garL  Bfniimin  Tallmadse,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke, 
Archibald  Van  Horn,  Killiao  K.  Van  Reastelaer, 
Lahan  Wheaton,  and  James  Wilson. 

NATB-Lcmuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston, Jun., 
William  Anderson.  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard, 
William  T.  Barry,  Burwell  Basse  It,  William  W. 
Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown.  William  A. 
Burwell,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  William  Crawford.  Richard  Cults, 
J'lho  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  John  W.  Eppes, 
WUltam  Findley,  Uetback  Ftauklin,  Baizillai 
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Oinoett,  Gideon  Qardner,  David  8.  Qarlind, 
Tboman  GhoUon,  William  H«Imi.  Jamei  H-<l- 
land  RIeliird  M.  Johoian,  Thomai  Keaaa,  Wil- 
liHm  Kennedy,  Samupl  McKm,  Alriander,  Mc- 
Kim,  William  McKinley,  Samufl  L.  Miichlll, 
Jobn  Montgomery,  Nicbola:(  R.  Moore.  Thorn ai 
Moore,  Jtremiali  Morrow,  Gurdon  8.  MuroFord, 
TlioniRs  Newbutd,  ThomM  Newion,  John  Nich- 
olion,  John  Porter,  Peler  B.  Potter,  John  Rea  of 
PenoxylTaDin,  John  Rbet  ofTenneMee,  Matthias 
Bicbardu,  Samuel  Rioffsoid,  John  Roane,  Eraiius 
Root,  Ebenezer  Step,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  John  A. 
8eud.ler,  Ebenezer  BetTer.  Adam,Sevl>ert,  Sam- 
uel 8haw,  Daniel  ShelTer,  Deania  Smell.  John 
Smitie,  George  Smith.  JoiiD  Thompsoo,  Uri  Tra- 
cy, Gporce  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jun„  Rub- 
er! Weakley,  Roliert  Whiiehill,  Robert  Wiiber- 
•pono,  and  Robert  WrighU 

Tb«  queatioo  was  iben  taken  that  the  Mid  rea- 
olaiioo  do  paw,  at  emended  i  and  rniilTe^  in  the 
affirm* live— yea*  70,  oays  42.  aa  raliowa : 

Yb*b— Lemncl  J.  Aluton.  Willis  AUlnn,  jun., 
William  Anderion.  Ezekiel  Bacon.  David  Bard, 
William  T.  Barry,  Burwell  Baiueil,  William  W. 
Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A. 
Burwell,  William  Builer,  J..seTih  Calhoun.  Mat- 
thew Clay,  WilliBm  Cmwrord.  Richard  Cutia, 
Jobn  DawjEon,  Jowph  Deuba,  John  W.  EpT>es, 
William  Findley,  Meiliack  Franklin,  Bi«rzil1ai 
Gannrit,  Gideon  Gardner,  Dnrid  8.  Qarland, 
Thomas  OhoUon,  William  Helms,  James  Hol- 
land Jacoh  Hufir.  Richard  M.Juhnson.  Thomas 
Kenan,  William  Kennedy,  Samuel  MeKee,  Alex- 
ander McKim,  William  McKinley,  Jobn  Monl- 
nmery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore.  Thomas  Moore,  Jer- 
emiah Miirrow,  GurcIoQ  S.  Mamford,'  Tbnroat 
Newbold.TbonasNewioD,  John  Nicholson,  John 
Porter,  Peier  B.  Porter,  Jobn  Rea  of  Pennsylva- 
nia. Juba  Rhea  or  Tennesxee,  Maiihias  Richards, 
Samuel  Riag^ld,  Juhn  Roane,  Eraslus  Root, 
Ebenezrr  Sage,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  John  A.  Scud- 
der,  Ebenezer  Searer,  Adam  Seybert  Samuel 
Shaw.  Dennis  Smell.  Jobn  Smilie,  G-o.  Smiib, 
Juhn  Smith.  Samuel  Sraitb,  John  Thompson, 
Uri  Tricy,  Ororge  M.  Troon^Charles  Turner, 
inn.,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert  Whitehill,  Richard 
Winn,  Robert  Wuherspoon,  and  R.ibert  Wrighl. 

Navb — Joseph  Allen,  Ahiiah  Biselow,  James 
Breckearidge,  Juhn  Camphell,  John  C.  Cbambet- 
hin,  William  Chambtrlin.  Epaphroditus  Cham- 
pion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Juhn  Davenporc,  jun., 
William  E'y,  James  Emott,JnnathHn  PiskiChas. 
OoldsborouEh,  Thomas  R.  GuM  William  H«le, 
Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Jonaihan  H.  Hubbard.  Bbe- 
Bezfr  Huntington,  Richard  Jackson,  ill n.,  Ruberl 
Jenkins.  Joseph  Lewis,  juti.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Li  r- 
lagsioB,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Archibald  McBryde, 
William  Milnor,  Jonathan  0.  Moseley,  Joseph 
Pearson.  Timotbv  Piikin  Jan.,  Eli'ba  R.  Poller, 
Josiah  Q,uiney.  Daniel  Sheffey.  Richard  Stan- 
ford, John  Stanler,  James  Steuh'enson.  Lewis  B. 
Biurges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Benjamin  Tallmad^e, 
Mcbolas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Kit- 
lian  K.  Van  Reaiaelaer,  Labao  Wbeaton,  and 
Jaraei  Wilson. 

A  motion  waa  made  bf  Ur.  Montoohsbt, 


that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  cBrry  the  laid 
resolution  to  the  Senate;  end  the  qaesiion  bring 
taken  thereon,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmativE. 
Mr.  MoHTOOMBRT  and  Mr.  Cimra  were  ap- 
pointed a  commiiiee,  in  puraoBnee  of  the  laid 
resolution. 

THuasDAT,  Jannarr  IOl 

The  Hoase  being  cleared  of  all  persons  eieepi 
the  members  and  the  Clerk,  a  cuofideBtiil  ma- 
KBse  was  received  from  the  Senate,  bj  (beit hr- 
miiee,  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker:  Tbe  Senate  have  paaMdiUl 
entitled  ''An  act  to  enable  tbe  President  of  ikc 
United  Slates,  under  certain  contingeneieL.  u 
take  possession  of  the  countrf  lying  eaxt  of  ike 
river  Perdido,  and  south  of  the  State  of  Georgia 
and  the  Mississippi  Terriiurfj  and  for  other  par- 
poses  ;"  to  which  bill  they  desire  (be  eoDciuTeace 
of  this  House. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  eonsjderaiioa 
of  the  bill  from  the  Senate ;  vrhicfc  was  read 
twice,  and  eommilied  to  a  Comaidee  of  (be 
Whole  this  day. 

Tbe  House  then  resolved  itself  iatna  ComiDit- 
tee  of  Ihe  Whole  on  the  said  btlli  and,  after 
lome  lime  spent  ihereio,  Mr.  SraAKBa  rtsaued 
tbe  Chair,  and  Mr.  B*e8ETT  reported  that  the 
Commiitee  of  tbe  Whole  have  bad  under  con- 
sideration a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  enable  i he 
Prexideol  of  tbe  United  Slates,  under  certain 
contingencies,  to  take  possession  of  the  eonniry 
lying  east  of  the  river  Perdido,  and  •ovih  of  the 
Slate  of  Georgia  and  the  Mississippi  Tenilotf, 
and  for  olber  purposes,  aad  have  agreed  to  IM 
same,  witboui  amendment. 

Tbe  House  proceeded  lo  the  eon^ideration  of 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  tbe  Whole;  and 
debate  arising,  an  adjournment  wma  called  far, 


FaiDAT,  Jaanary  IL 
'  Tbe  House  resumed  the  considetvtion  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  made 
yesterday;  and  on  i be  question  that  ibe  Hunic 
do  DOW  concur  io  the  report  of  the  Cammitice  t£ 
the  Whole— 

A  motion  was  made  br  BCr.  Tanur  to  ameed 

the  bill  bv  atrikin^  out  all  the  first  seciioa  tberr- 

of,  after  ine  ensctiny  clause,  for  tbe  poipoae  of 

inserting  ihe  fallowing: 

■■  That  Ike  Pfcridant  af  tbe  Uailed  8Ma  ka,  an< 

npy 

.1  tha 

Miasiasippi  Tenitsir,  in  case  urangenMnt  haa  beca 
or  shall  b«  made  with  the  local  aatboriiT  of  llw  said 
Tenttorj,  at  the  desire  of  Ihe  said  aaiboiit;,  for  deli*- 
ering  np  the  posseanoD  of  the  saiatiBianj  p«it  there- 
of to  tha  United  State*." 

A  division  of  the  qaestfon  vu  called  for  tf 
Mr.  Rbea  1  and  the  question  being  lakes  on 
•iriking  out,  it  wa«  determined  in  the  Mgaiiit — 
feu  H,  nays  66,  aa  follows : 
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'YmA»—3<Mrp\i  AUw,  Abijah  Biftelow,  D^oiel 
Blai»dell,  James  BrrakeDridgc.  William  A.  Bar- 
well,  Julia  Campbell,  J.  C.  Cbaniberlaia,  Wm.. 
CbarDbrrlin,  Epaphroilitui  Champion,  Mania 
GhiiteodrD,  J..me«  Cocbrao,  John  Daveoport,  jr^ 
William  Ely,  U*.  Emott.  Jonathaa  Fi^tk,  Gbarln 
GulJsboruoKh,  Thomaa  R.  OuU,  William  Hale, 
Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heiiler,  Joaithaa 
H.  Hubbard,  Gbenezet  HuDiiaglnD,  Richard 
Jsckaon,  jr^  Robert  Jenkins,  Herman  Knieker- 
baclter,  JoMph  Lewis,  jr^  Robert  Le  Roy  Lir- 
ionioA,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Viaeest  Matthews, 
Archibald  McBrfde,  William  Miloor,  Joimihaiv 
O.  Moaelef.  Thomai  Newbold,  Joacph  PearMM, 
Benjamin  PickuMn,  jgn^  Timoihr  Piikin,  jon., 
£li>hB  R,  Potter,  Jotiiah  Q,uinc;,  Daniel  Sheffer, 
John  Smith,  Henry  Soaihard,  Hichatd  Siaarord, 
Juha  StaoleT,  James  SiepheoHon,'  Lewii  B.  Slur- 
seaa,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggarl,  Benjamin 
Tallmadte.  &otge  H.  Trobp,  Niabolaii  Van 
Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  EiHiaa  K.  Van 
Rensselaer,  Labia  Wbeaton,  and  James  Wilson. 
Natb— Lemuel  J.  AlsEoo,  Willis  Atsttin, Jun., 
William  Anderson,  Bzekiel  Bacon,  D^Tid  Bard, 
William  T.  Barrr,  Burweil  Baaseit,  William 
W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Btowd,  William 
BuUer  Joaeph  Calboun,  Matthew  Clay,  William 
Crawford,  Richard  Catta,  John  Dawson,  Joseph 
Deaba,  John  W.  Eppes^  William  Findley,  Mf- 
sback  FrankliD.  Barzillai  Oanneit,  GideoD  Gard- 
ner, David  8.  Garland,  Thama*  Gbolson,  Edwin 
Gray,  William  Helms,  James  Holland,  Jacob 
Hurty,  Rirhard  M.  Juhnson,  Waller  Junes,  Thos. 
Kenan,  William  Kennedy,  John  Lore,  Aaron 
Lyie,  ALnander  MeKim,  William  McEioley, 
Pleaaant  M.  Miller,  John  Montgomery,  Niobolas 
B.  Moor^  Tbomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Ourdon   S.  Mumford,  Thoaaas   Newton,  Joha 


Bamnel  Ringfp>ld,  Jobn  Roane,  Eraaius  Root, 
Ebeneiar  Saite,  Tboi.  Sammons,  Lemnel  Saw- 
yer, Jobn  A.  Scndder,  Ebenez^r  Seaver,  Adam 
Beybert,  Denitia  Bmeli.  Geo.  Smitb,  Uri  Tracy, 
Charles  Torner,  jr.  Robert  Weakley,  Robert 
Whjiebill,  Richard  WiDD,  Robert  Witlietspooa, 
and  Robert  Wright. 

Contequently,  the  said  molion  was  rejected. 

A  motion  was  made  bv  Mr.  BiooN,  to  amend 
tba  bill  by  striking  out  the  third  sectioa  thereor, 
for  the  parpoae  orinserting  ihe  following: 

"AitdhtUfialhtTmaiiti,  That  after  the  piMM» 
sjoq  aalboriaed  by  this  act  shall  have  basn  lakan  by 
iba  Praiilent  of  the  United  Suies,  the  tnhsbttants 
thsrsof  shall  contioae  ander  tbe  jariadicCioii  of  ibe 
local  (OTemment  heretofbie  satabliabad,  or  which  may 
liereaAeT  h«  adopud  tbcrein.and  the  civil  and  niititaiy 
ButhoiitiM  (hare  acting,  ihsll  be  confirmed  and  contin- 
ued in  the  exercise  of  their  raepectiTe  Ainctions,  so 
far  as  ms^  be  neessiiry  to  protect  the  people  thereof 
in  the  cDjoyment  of  their  liber^,  properly,  sad  reli- 
gion, untQ  nhst  provisions  shall  be  made  ij  Congress 
therefor." 

A  dirlsioQ  of  tbe  question  was  called  foi  by 
Ur>  UoMntoitaBT ;  and  tbe  qacgtioa^ag  takao- 


on  atrikijig  out,  it  was  determined  in  tbe  ncga- 
tire— yest  56;  nays  66,  as  follows : 

Yei8— Joseph  Allen,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  BorwelL 
Basseit.  Wm.  W.  Bibb,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Daniel 
Btaisdell,  Jamrs  Breckeotldge,  Joha  Campbell, 
John  C.  Chamberlain,  Wm.  Cbamberlia,  Epa- 
phrodilus  Champion,  Martin  Cbitienden,  Joha 
Davenport,  jr.,  William  Ely,  James  Emoii,  John 
W.  Epnes,  Jnnaihan  Pisk,  Chas.  Goldsborough, 
Thomas  R.  Quid  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A. 
Haven,  Daniel  Heiiter,  Jonatbaa  H.  Hubbard, 
Ebenezer  Haiitinston,  Richard  Jackson,  jun., 
Robert  Jenkins,  Waller  Jone?,  Thomas  Kenan, 
Herman  Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr..  Robt, 
Le  Roy  Livini^ion,  Nathaniel  Macon,  TiocenI 
Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  William  Milnor, 
Sainuel  L.  Miichill,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonaihaa 
O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson.  Benjamin  Pickman, 
juo.,  Timothy  PiikiQ,Jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah 
Qainoy,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry 
Southard,  Richard  Staorord,  Jobn  Sianley,  Jas. 
Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Starges,  Jacob  Swoope^ 
Samuel  Tag^rt,  Benjaratn  Tailmadge,  George 
M.  Troap,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van 
Horn,  Laban  Wbeaton,  James  Wilson,  Robert 
WHghi. 

NaTB— Lemuel  J,  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jun^ 
William  Anderson.  Darid  Bard,  William  T. 
Barry,  Adam  Boyd.  Robert  Brown,  William  A. 
Burwell,  William  Butter,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  James  Cochran,  William  Crawford, 
Richard  Cults,  John  Dawson,  Jasepb  Desha, 
William  Findley,  Meshaek  Franklin,  Baiziilai 
Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  D^vid  S.  Garland, 
Thomas  Gholson,  Edwin  Gray,  William  Helma, 
James  Holland,  Jacob  Hufly,  Richard  M.  John- 
son, William  Keooedy,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle, 
Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  William 
McEinky,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  John  Honignm- 
ery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Ourdon 
S.  Mumfbrdj  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomaa  New- 
ton, John  Nicholson,  John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Por- 
ter, John  Rea  of  Pa.,  John  Rhea  of  Teanessee, 
Matthias  Riehard<sSiml.  Ringgold,  John  Roane, 
Eraslus  Root,  Elwnezrr  Sage,  Thomas  Sam- 
mons, Lemuel  Sawyer,  John  A.  Scudder,  Ebe- 
nezer Seaver,  Adam  Sevberl,  Samuel  Shaw, 
Dennis  Smell,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John 
Smith,  Cri  Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  jr^  Robert 
We8kley,RobertWhiiehill,  Richard  Winn,  and 
Robert  Wiiherspoon. 

Consequently,  the  said  motion  was  lost. 

A  molion  was  made  by  Mr.  Troup  to  aatewl 
the  bill,  by  striking  out  aller  the  word  "  States," 
in  the  seTCBih  line  of  the  first  seetion,  (he  follow- 
ing worth;  "Or  in  the  ereat  of  an  attempt  to 
-oecnpy  the  said  territory,  or  any  part  thereof, 
'  by  any  foreign  Government;  and  he  may,  for 
'  toe  purpose  of  taking  possessioo  atid  occupying 
'  the  territory  aforesaid,  and  io  order  to  matn- 
'  loin  therein  the  authority  of  the  United  States, 
'  employ  any  part  of  the  Army  and  Nary  of  ih* 
'  United  Sialea,  which  he  may  deem  necessary;" 
for  ihe  purpose  of  inaetiiog  the  foilowiag: 

"Or  in  the  event  of  an  al-        ■' *"" 
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Mid  tarriUKj  b;  (07  Imisa  Pmmt  olfe«T  Ibcn  Spaia, 
dM  PTMidiDt  of  ttw  United  8tMM  Buy.  D»  tha  pnr- 
poM,  uid  tole  pnrooM,  of  rqMlling  inch  occnnation, 
anplojp  anj  put  of  the  Armj  ind  NmTj  of  tbi  UDiteJ 
8tatet,  wlucn  bo  n>j  de«m  necMurT,  caucing  no 
KolMUtion  or  iDjui7  of  any  kiod  to  tbs  inhtUttnti 
of  tha  wid  territoij,  aave  what  maj  ba  abaolatelj 
Mceaaaiy  to  tba  rcpulaioD  of  aueh  occnpation." 

Aod  the  question  boing  taken  (hereon,  it  wia 
delermiaed  ia  the  negaiive — jets  54,  nayt  66,  ■• 
follovc 

Tbab— Joseph  Allen.  William  W.  Bibb.  Abi- 
hh  Bifclow,  Daniel  Blaiidell.  James  Breoken- 
ridge,  William  Butler.  John  Campliell,  John  C. 
CbamberUiD,  William  Cbamberlio.  Bpipbrodi- 
IQI  Champion,  Manin  ChiiiNiden,  Jta.  C<>rhraD. 


B.  Gold,  Wi  _       , 

Daniel  Heiiier,  Jonathan  H.Hubbard.  Ebeoezer 
Htlntinglan.  Richard  Jackson,  juo.,  Robert  Jeo- 
kiD^Helman  Knickcrbacksr,  Joeeph  )>ffia,  jr.. 


Uiloor,  Saraacl  L.  Miichill,  Jonaihan  O.  M< 
ley,  Joseph  Pearson,  BeDJamin   Pickman,  j 
Timothy  Piikin.  jr..  Blj»ha   R.   Potter,  Jc 
Ciuincy,  Daniel  Sbrffry,  Samuel  Smitli.  Hi 
Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  John   Stanley,  Jas. 
Stephenson,  Lewis  B.   Stnrges.  Jacob  Swoope, 
Samoel  Tagftarl.  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Qeorge 
M.  Ttoup,  Nicholas  VdO  Dyke.  Archibald  Van 
Horn,  Laban  Wheeton,  and  Jamea  Wilson. 

Nats— Lemuel  J.  AlKton,  Willis  AUiod, Jun.. 
Willinm  Andemon,  Enkiel  Bacon,  David  Bard, 
William  T.  Barry,  Burwetl  Bas»eit.  Adam  Buyd, 
Robert  BrowD,  William  A.  Bnrwell,  Joseph  Cal- 
boDD,  Matthew  Clay,  William  Crawford,  Hich- 
mrd  Cans.  John  Dawson.  Joseph  D^sha,  John  W. 
Bppes,  William  Pindley,MeBhack  Franklin,  Bar- 
xillai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  S.  G«r- 
land,  Thomas  Ghotson,  Ed  via  Gray.  William 
Hvlms.  James  Holland,  JacobHufly,  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  Thomas  Kenan,  William  Kmni-dy, 
Aaron  Lyie.  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKlm, 
William  McKinley,  Pleasani  M.  Miller,  John 
Uonigomery,  Nicholas  R.Moora,  Thus.  Moore, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Qurdon  S.Muml(>rd,Thom»i 
Newton.  John  NicbolKOD,  John  Porter,  Peter  B. 
Porter,  John  Rea  of  Penni^ylvania,  John  Rhea  of 
Tenneimee,  Matthias  Richards.  Samuel  RiDgsiild, 
jahn  Roane,  Erastos  Root,  Ebeoezer  Sage.Tbo- 
auaSammons,  Lemuel  Sawyer.  Joho  A.  Scud 
4tr,  B)>enrzer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samaet 
Sbftw.DeDDia  Smelt,  Joho  Smilie.  Geo.  Smith, 
Jokn  Smith,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  janior, 
Boban  Weakler.  Rob«rt  Whitebill  Richard 
Winn,  Robert  Witberspooa,  Robert  Wright. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Mtlnob  to  amend 
the  bill  by  striking  out  the  following  words  ir 
the  aeventh  line  thereof,  id  wit;  ^  Or,  in  ibi 
•rent  of  au  attempt  to  occupy  the  asid  lerrifory, 
or  any   part   thereof,   by  any   foreign   Qorern- 


BmanaT,  laararr  18- 
A  motioa  wai  made  he  Mr.  SaBrrn  lint  tha 

Houae  do  eomeio  the  follewiDgpeBolaiion  : 

«  Raoioed,  That  the  Itartber  proeeediDea  oa  dw  la 
ftom  Ihs  Ser)ate,  etttitlnl  'An  act  to  enable  tbc  Pna- 
daat  of  tha  Unitad  Sutea,  andcreeHaia  cenliBscBcaa, 
piWitaalnn  of  Iha  taiitwj  eaat  of  Ac  iiHi 
I,  and  aanlh  of  the  BtaU  of  fieceip*  ud  d* 

ippi  Tarritor;,  aad  for  iMker  pvrpeaa^' kt  M 

villi  ofta  door%  and  that  the  injaaaioB  nJ  siinsty  t» 
Ukw  off  in  reUtian  tbeiato." 

bich  a  ^Mstion  waa  ne'e,  wbctbw  the 
■aid  motion  was  in  order ;  durinir  ■  dcbaieeaibe 
qat'ition  of  order,  twelve  o'cl*ek  airrved.  atea 
the  order  of  (he  dayon  the  anflBiahed  bwiatM 
was  called  for;  and  the  Bpeakcr  decided  that.!* 
iwel*e  oVteek  bad  arrirrd.  and  tbc  order  of  ibe 
day  had  been  called  for,  the  call  far  the  «rder  st 
the  day  had  ibe  prefereaee,  and  anpenedrd  ibe 
laotion  of  the  member  from  Virginia.  (Mr. Sacf* 
FBT})  from  whiel)  deeiafon  an  appeal  waaiakea; 
and,  OB  the  qoeaiioD,  "Is  ih«  decision  of  the 
Cbair  correal  T  it  was  rewjlerd  latheaSma- 
lire — 'ycai  58,  nays  51,  aa  follawv : 

Ytaa— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Ahiiaw,  jaa., 
William  Anderfoa,  David  Bard,  William  T. 
Barry,  Borwell  Bac-'ell,  Adam  Boyd.  Babcif 
Browo,  William  A.  Burwell,  Wiltiara  Ballei, 
JiiH-ph  Calhoun,  Miuibrw  Clav.JametCocWiu, 
William  Crawford,  Richard  Cuiia,  jMCfih  DtAa, 
William  Findley,  Jooaihan  FiKh,  Meshaefc  Pnok- 
lln,  BarEillai.Oanoeti,  GideM)  Gardaar.  Darid  S. 
Gftrlwid,  Thomas  Qholaon,  William  Hrlw.  Jaa. 
Holland,  J«cab  Huft  y.  Riebard  M.  JohiMoii,  tbo> 
mesKeDaa.  Witliant  Kroaedy,  JohalioacAaraa 
Lyl^,  Samofl  McKer,  Alriander  licKia.  Wil- 
liam McEinltry,  Stmuel  L.  Mitehill,  Joha  Heni- 
gumeiy.  NicholaH  R.  Moore  Thoiaaa  Moofc, Jet- 
rmiah  Marrow,  GurdoD  S.  Uamfoid.  Thomaf 
Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Ifiebolsa^ 
John  Puller.  Peier  B.  Porter,  Juha  Ren  of  Peaa- 
sylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tenoeesee,  MalduM 
Richards,  Samuel  Riagrold,  Jwbn  Roaac,  Kraa- 
lus  Root,  EbenezcT  Ssge,  Tbummi  SntBatoa^ 
Lemud  Sawder,  John  A.  Scndder,  BbcanerSea- 
Ter.  AdamSeyberi.  Samuel  Sbaw,  Deoaia  Smell, 
John  Smihf,  OeoTite  Smith.  John  SmUh,  Henry 
Souihard,  John  Thompvoa,  Uri  Tracy,  Georat 
M-  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jun.,  Robert  Weak- 
ley, Robert  Wbitebitl,  Richard  Winn,  Robert 
WiiherFpooD,  tod  Roberi  Wright. 

N*TB— Joseph  Allen.  William  W.  Bfb^  AH- 
jab  Bigetaw,  Daniel  Blaiadell,  Jamea  Bweten- 
ridge.  John  Campbdl,  John  O.  Chamtrrfafn, 
Williaai  Chamberlin.  Bpaphroditvi  Cbanc 


Marito  Chitteodeo,  John  D  awn  port  joa., 
Ely.  James  Emott.  Charin  O-Msboro 


¥il- 


Thomas'R.  Gold,  WHHam  Rale.  NathanM  A. 
Haven,  Junaihan  H.  Hubbsrd.  Bhenrter  Hunt- 
ingtoo,  RichirdJack'on,  junior,  Roberi  Jenkins 
Joseph  Lfwrs,  jun-  Roberi  Ln  R  7  L\Tiog:,io% 
Mathaniei  M«con,  Vincent  M«lhew«,  Plriinl 
M.  Mill<T,  WiTtiam  Milnor,  Jonaibao  O.  Mo^'iy. 
Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman,  tun..  Timo- 
Ih*  Pilkin.  juii.,  Bliaha  R.  Potter,  JoMahQeiKyi 
Daoiri  SheKy,  Bamael  Staith,  Richard  8tan- 
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ford,  John  SiBolef ,  Hnet  BiephcDBon,  Lpwfs  B. 
Siuricm,  iaeob  Swoom  Btmael  Tiz^rt,  Betijit- 
min  Tallnadce,  NiehaUa  Tan  Dykr.  Archibald 
Van  Hora,  Eilliao  E.  Van  ReoMelaer,  Laban 
WheatOD,  lod  /amn  WiUoa. 

Tlir  qunlion  then  Tccurreil  oq  jbe  moiion  of 
Mr.  MiLNoa,  which  was  pending  and  nndeter- 
mineilai  itte  lime  ot  adjournment,  tu  amend  ihe 
bill  by  striking  odI  the  follnwing  vrurd*  in  the 
««TeDth  line  of  ihe  first  section  thereof,  to  wii: 
"or,  in  ihe  CTcnt  of  an  artpmpi  to  oecupjr  the 
a«td  lerrilor]',  or  any  part  thereof,  by  any  farei'iin 
QoTernment:"  And,  the  question  being  taken 
lh«reon,  it  was  deinmined  in  the  nega tire — yeas 
83,  nays  86,  as  follows: 

Vea8— Joseph  Allen,  Abijab  Biselow,  Daniel 
Blaisdell.  James  Breckenridfc,  William  A.  Bur- 
well,  John  Campbell,  Martin  Chittenden,  Jtm«s 
Goehran,  John  Darenport,  junior,  William  Ely, 
JantM  EmoM,  Jonaihnn  Pixk,  Charles  Ooldsbor- 
oush.  Thomas  R.  Quid,  William  Hale,  Nathan- 
iel A.  H4Ten,  Daniel  Heistpr.  Jonathan  H.  Hub- 
bAfd,  Kbenezrr  Htmiingttin, Richard  Jackfnn,  jr., 
Bobi^rt  Jenkinf,  William  Kennedy,  Herman 
Knich^rbaeker,  Joneph  Lewis,  junior.  Robert  Le 
|toy  itiTtnfraton,  Nithiniel  Macon.  Vincent  Mac- 
thewa,  Archibald  McBryde,  WilliAm  Milnor, 
Sanaa*!  L.  Mitchitl,  Jonathan  O.  Moaeley,  Jo- 
aeph  Penrnon,  Benjamin  Pickmsn,  jun  .Timothy 
PitkiD,  jooior,  Elisha  B.  Potter,  Josiah  ^uincy, 
Daoirl  Bheffry,  Samuel  Smith,  Richnrd  Sian- 
Tord,  John  Stanley,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis  " 


Tan  Horn,  Killian   K.  Tan  Rensaelaer,  Labao 
I      Wbaaton,  James  Wilson,  and  Robert  Wright. 
Nati— Lemuel  J.  Alston.  Willie  AUton.  jno., 
William  Andfrson,David  Bard,  William  T.Bar- 
[      rr,  Burwell  Bassftt,  William   W.  Bibb,  Adam 
I      Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  WiUiam  Butler,  Juseph 
I      Calhoun,   Matthew    Clay,   William    Crawford, 
Richard  Cutta,  John  Dawson,  John  W.  Eppea, 
William  Pindley,  Mcshack  Franklin,   Barzillw 
Gannett,  Qldeon   Gardner,   DaTid   8.  Oarlaud, 
Thomas  Qholson,  William  Helms,  Jas.  Hollsnd, 
Jacob  Huny,  Richard  H.  Johoion,  Thomas  Ka- 
san,  John  Lore^  Aaron  Lyle,  Samuel  McKee, 
Alexander  McKim,  William  Meeinley.Fleasant 
M.  Milter,  Joltn  Honlgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jerertiiah  Morrow.  Gordon  B. 
Uamford,    Thomas  Newton,    Joha'  Niebolsou, 
John  Porter,  Peier  B.  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Penn- 
aylTania,  John Rh«s of  TeBDe«i«e.MBUhias  Rich- 
ards, Samuel  Riaggold,  Erasia*  Root,  Ebenezer 
Sage,  TbomasSaraoioBs,  John  A.  Scndder,  Bbe- 
neaar  Searer,   Adam  Se^beri.   Samuel    Shaw, 
Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie.  Qeotfte  Smith,  John 
Smith,  Henry  Southard,  John   Tboiapsao,  Uri 
Tracy,  Oporge  M.  Troup,  Charles  Tnroer,  jun., 
Robert  Weakley,    Robert   WhiiehiU,    Ri^id 
I        Winn,  and  Robert  Wiiherspooo. 

A  motioa  was  ntad*  by  Mr.  Stoaoia  toaB)Bad 

I        the  biH  by  striking  oat  the  word  "  or,"  bt  Ihe 

Mrpoae  oriDaerting  tba  wixd  ami  in  iMsaventh 

,       liMHd  &it  Mciiiw  of  the  afbiMtid  killi  and,' 


qUGstioR  being  takeo  thereon,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative— yeas  46,  nays  78,  as  fot- 

Ys4B~Joseph  Allen,  Ahijah  Bigalow,  Daniel 
BlaisdelL  James  BreokenriJsa,  John  Campbell, 
William  Charaberlin,  flpspfarodicus  Champion, 
Mariin^Chitienden,  John  DaTenport,  jonior,  Wjl- 


iel  Heisler,  Junathsn  H.  Hubbard,  Ebeaeier 
Huntington,  Richard  JscksoQ,  jun.,  Robert  Jen- 
Icios.  Herman  Kn i eke r backer,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr., 
Robert  Le  Boy  Liviogston,  Nsihaniet  Macon, 
Vincent  Matthews,  Aiebibald  McBryde,Williadi 
Milnor,  Jonaihaa  O,  Moieley,  Joseph  Pearaon, 
Beniamin  Pickmap,  jun..  Timothy  Piikin,  juiL, 
Elislta  R.  Potter,  Joiiab  duiocy,  Daniel  Sheffey, 
Sitmuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Stanley, 
James  SiephensoiL  Lewis  B.  Biurge^  Jacob 
Swoope,  Samuel  Tagaart,  Benjamin  Tal|madK«, 
Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  KiUi- 
an  K.  Van  Renswlaer,  Laban  Wheaton,  and  Jm. 
Wilson. 

N&vs— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  Jan., 
William  Anderson,  Darid  Bard,  William  T. 
Barry,  Burwell  Basseti.  William  W.Bibb,  Adam 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  WO- 
iiam  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay.  Jaa. 
Cochrao,  William  Crawford,  Richard  Cnita, 
Jubn  Dawson,  Joseph  Des^a,  John  W.  Bppea, 
William  Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Baizillai 
Oannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  3.  Garland, 
Thoroat  Gholson,  William  Helms,  Jaa.  Holland, 
Jarob  HuTty,  Richard  M.  Juhnaon,  Thoa.  Kenan, 
William  Kennedy.  John  Lova,  Aaron  Lyle.  Saa- 
uel  McKee,  Alesaader  McKim,  William McKin- 
ley,  Pleaunt  M.  Milter,  John  Montgomery,  Niak- 
olas  R.  Moore,  Tbos,  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morr»W, 
Gurdon  3.  Mamford,  Thomas  Newbold,  TboBMa 
Newton.  John  NichoUoD,  John  Porter,  Petar  B. 
Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennayl>ani4,  John  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Msttbia*  Ricbarda,  Samuel  RiagvoM, 
John  Roane,  Brastus  Root,  Bbenezar  Sage,  Tho- 
mas SammooB.  Lemuel  Sawyer,  John  A.  Soiul- 
der,  Ebenezer 'Seaver,  Adam  Seyta'l,  Sanwal 
Shew,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Snille,  Geo.  Snilk, 
Juhn  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Uri  Trany,  George 
M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  junior,  Robert  Wet^ 
ley,  Robert  Whitehill,  Richard  Winn,  Eoheit 
Withera[MOB,  and  Robert  Wriabt. 

A  motion  wen  made  by  Mr.  SaBVHT  to  amaad 
the  bill  by  adding  a  new  seolion  thereto,  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit: 

"Andbt  itfurthtr  nwbrf,  Tbat  As  PresidsM af 
the  United  Stale*  be,  and  he  i*  baiBbjr,  mtutnrised  to 
restore  the  poasesMoa  which  HMf  be  acqdted  by  lirtae 
of  this  act,  of  the  said  teniteir,  to  the  Spanieh  Oe^ 
eimnent,  in  consequeBce  of  arraagemeRts  (o  be  Bade 
between  him  and  that  Qo*ennnant,  wh«n«T«r  it  shall 
i^jpear  to  bim  that  tin  oecopasc;  tfaerM>(  bj  any  otbsa 
tbraigo  Power,  is  no  longer  to  be  ippTebentled,  and 
the  Spanish  aalbority  therein  ehsll  be  suAdenl  to 
mainuin  internal  peace  and  tranqnillit;:  Pnmdtd, 
That  the  power  hereby  granted  shan  not  be  eonstrued 
to  enlhorhw  tbs  Presideiit  to  restore  such  poeseeeion  ik 
the  etem  of  the  pteeent  existing  astbwity  in  Spaia 
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Wng  inboectod,  and  Um  Goi«mi»«il  of  Ibtt  coiidIz;, 
-  aMnnied  mnd  Mcrcwad  bj  any  other  faieign  PHoce  or 
dtate;  or,  in  ihacTcirt  oflhe  Spanith  Ameriean  Colo- 
Biw  baeOBi[iig  hidepeadcnt  of  tba  pareal  Bute,  or 
■nb^actad  lo  tba  doauiun  of  aay  otiMr  foraJBB  Power." 

Aod  the  qumian  being  taken  ihcreoD,  it  was 
d«lerii)iaed  in  the  oeg alive— jean  59,  nayt  61,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Joatpb  Aliee,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  Abijah 
Biselow,  Daniel  Biaitdell,  Jetnei  Brec  hen  ridge, 
JoL  Campbell,  John  C.  Chamberlain,  Williani 
Chamberlin,  Epaphrodilus  Champion.  Marlin 
CliiiteDdeo,  John  DaTenport,  jr.,  William  Ely, 
JameN  £rnoit,  John  W.  EppM^  Mesbacb  Fraat- 
lin,  Charles  Ooldiborough,  Thomaa  R.  Ooid, 
William  Bale,  Naihantel  A.  Hareii,  Daniel  Heis- 
ter,  Jonatbaa  H.  Hubhard,  Jacob  HuFcy,  Ebe- 
uezpr  Hantinsion,  Richard  Jackson,  jr..  Robert 
Jenkios,  William  Eeonedy,  Herman  Knicker- 
baeker,  Joieph  Lewis,  jr^  Robert  Lb  Roy  Lir- 
ingaioD,  Nathaniel  Maoo,  Vincent  Maithewi, 
Archibald  McBryde,  William  Milnor,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Jonaihan  O.  Moieley,  Tbomai  New- 
bold,  John  Nicholson,  Joteph  Pearson,  Benjamin 
Piekman.  jr.,  Timoihy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Elixha  R.  Pot- 
ter, Josian  Q,uioe^,  Adam  Seyberi,  Daniel  Sbef- 
fey,  Bamael  Smiih,  Henry  Souitiard,  Richard 
-BtaDrord,John  Stanley,  James  S[eDheii<an,Lewik 
B.  Siurres.  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  Ben- 
jamin Ttflmadge,  Oeorge  M.  Troup,  Nicholas 
Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Tan  Horn,  Killiaii  E.  Van 
'Ren*selBer,L«ban  Wheaton,  and  Robert  Wrighi. 
.  NaY9— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  AUloD,  jr., 
William  Anderaoo,  Darid  Bard,  William  T.  Bar- 
If,  Burwell  Basseit,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  Wil- 
-Ilam  Btiiler,  JoMph  Calhoon,  Matthew  Clay, 
James  Cochran,  William  Crawford,  Joseph  De- 
■ha,  William  Fiodley,  Barsillai  Qanneti,  Gideon 
Oardoer,  David  8.  Qarland,  Thomas  Qholsoo, 
Edwin  Qriy,  William  Helmx.  James  Holland, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  Thomas  Keoan,  John  LoTe, . 
Aaron  Lyie,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim, 
William  MeKioley.  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  John 
HoDtgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore, 
QtirdoD  B.  Uuniford,  Tfaomas  Newloo,  John 
Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Ret  of  Pennsylra- 
Iiia,Jobn  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards, 
Samnel  Riuggold,  John  Roane,  Brastus  Root, 
EbenezM  Bage,  Lemael  Sawyer,  John  A.  Seud- 
dec,  Bbeoezer  Bearer,  Samuel  Shaw,  Detiiiia 
Smell,  John  Smilie,  Oeorge  EUnilh.  John  Smith, 
Dri  Traev,  Ctiarle^  Turner,  jr^  Robert  Weakley, 
Robert  Whitehill,  James  Wilson,  Richard  Winn. 
and  Robert  Whiletpoon. 

'  •  A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Hbbbabd  to  amend 
the  bill  in  the  Qrai  leetiao  and  sefenih  tine,  after 
4be  word  Qorernment,  by  inserting  the  following 
-words :  '■  other  than  that  of  Spain." 

And  ihe  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negaiive— yeas  47,  nays  78,  as 


Yeab— Joseph  Allen,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Daniel 
Blaisdell,  James  B rec ken ri Joe,  John  Campbe" 
John    C.    CbamberlaiD,   Waiiara    CliBtoberli 


^  John  Campbell, 

,    iara    CliBtuberlin 

JBpaphroditus  Champioo,^  Mattia  Chittenden,  J. 


Davenport,  jr.,  WiUitm  Blv,  James  Bmoti,C. 
OuldsboTOBeb,  Thomai  R.  Gold,  Willisra  Bait, 
Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Hevalcr,  Josatlm 
H.  Hubbatd,  Bbenezer  Honiiagion,  Rickaid 
Jackson,  jr^  Robert  JeDkioa,  Hermfto  Kairkrr- 
baeker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Liv- 
iogslOQ,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Vincent  M«then 
Archibald  McBryde.  William  Milnor,  JosaiAsa 
0.  Moseley,  Joieph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pieinia>, 
jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Blijha  R.  Potter,  Jwah 
auiocy,  Daniel  Sbeffey,  Richard  Staurorf,  John 
Stanley,  James  Stephenson,  l<ewia  B.  Siti^ra, 
Jacob  Swoope,  SamUet  Tag^art,  BeDJainiBTatl- 
madge.NichoUs  Van  Dyke,  ArehibAUVaaBfltn, 
Kiliiao  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  La  ban  WfacaMiUd 
James  Wilson. 

Nayb — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willia  Alsioa,  jr.^ 
William  Anderson,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bui, 
William  T.  Bsrry.  Burwell  Bamett,  WillUai  W. 
Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Browo.  WiUiaa  A. 
Burwell,  William  Butler,  Jwepb  Calhoan,  Uair 
Ihew  Clay,  Jime«  Cochran,  WiIIUm  Qawford, 
Richard  Cutis,  John  Dawson.  Joaeph  Drab, 
John  W.  Eppes,  William  Fiodle'v,  JoMiAan  Fish, 
Meshack  Franklin,  Barzillai  Ojaaeit,  Gideoa 
Gtardner,  David  S.  Garland,  Thomai  GboUon, 
Edwin  Gray,  William  Helms,  James  Holbnd, 
Jacob  Hufiy,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Tbonas  Ke- 
nan, William  Kennedy.  John  Love,  Aaiod  Lyle, 
Samuel  McEee,  Alexander  McKim,  WiUiiia 
McKinley,  Pleasant  M.Milier.JabnMoBt^amery, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeieaiak 
Morrow,  Gordon  S.  Mumford,  Thomas  NewboM, 
Thomas  Newioo,  John  Nieholsoo,  Jufaa  Poner, 
Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rea  orPeanayl*aaia,laba 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richsrds,  S.  Riag^ 
ipld,  John  Roane,  Braiilus  Root,  Kbeaezer  3«fc, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Lemuel  Sawyer.  John  A. 
Scodder,  Bbenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Seyberi,  Sam- 
uel Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt,  Juhn  Smilie.  George 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  South- 
ard, John  Thomr«OD,  Uri  Tracy,  George  U. 
Troop,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  Weakley, 
Robert  WliitehJII,  Richard  Wian,  Rofat.  Wiihef- 
spoon,  and  Robert  Wright. 

A  conSdenlial  message  was  received  from  the 
Senate,  by  Mr.  Clat  and  Mr.  Pick eki us,  their 
CQiumiiiee,  as  folloWA: 

Mr.  ^eaktr:  We  are  iostniclcd  hj  the  Sea- 
ate  to  inlorm  ihe  Houae  of  RepreseiuatiTei,  that 
the  Senate  have  had  under  connidetaiioB  a  revo- 
lution of  (hit  House,  of  ibe  eigbih  insiaDi,  £«■£> 
dentially  commanioted  lo  ibe  Senate,  b/  ikeir 
coraroiiiee,  and  have  agreed  to  tbe  tame  wiib  an 
amendment;  in  which  araeodmesi  iberare  in- 
structed tpask  the  concurreaee  of  this  House. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Pirns  to  aiaeBl 
the  bill,  by  adding  ihe  following  words  to  the  end 
of  ihe  first  section  thereof: 

' "  It  is,  however,  nndcntood,  and  hereby  is  dedan^ 
that  tha  tarritoi7  wbtdi  aay  be  oeenpod  fay  virta*  ^ 
tUia  act,  ia-hersaftar  to  ba  nstoisd  M  Iha  lawfal  C«v- 
ammaot  of  Spauif  admioiatoreil  bj  tha  nifsaaMlili'" 
of  the  people  a»d  Ibe  fiaamtiva  aallHRty  </  ibst 
coanti7,  acmdisg  to  Ihe  soombi  fanw  of  tk«  o««- 
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.  in  tha  event  of  that  Oo«emm«iit  being 
extingniihed,  then  nid  tenitor;,  ■(  the  raqncM  of  the 
infaabituiH  thereof  ii  U>  be  lettond  to  the  aathoiitiee 
constituted  bj  such  OoTeinment  u  ehall  be  wtabliahed 
in  tli«  Spanieh  daminioae  in  Araerice,  hj  uid  with  the 
con«entof  the  people  of  leid  SpuiUbdominioni,  when- 
ever appraheneioni  of  ite  being  occapiti  by  itij  fbreign 
Oovernment  shall  ceaM  ;  and  it  ehall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Prcndent  of  the  Uailed  State*,  nheneier  said  larntorr 
■hall  be  reelored,  to  make  the  necessw;  arraagementg 
for  tb«t  porpMs :" 

And  the  ^nesiion  being  taken  thereon,. it  was 
deterrtiined  in  the  negative— yeas  41j  nay's  76,  as 
follows: 

Veab— Joseph  Allen,  Abiiah  Bigelow.  Daaiel 
Blaisdell.  James  Breckenridge.  John  Campbell, 
John  C.  Cham berlaJD,  William  Chatnberlln,  Epa- 
phro(]iiD>  Champion,  Martin  Cliiitendea,  John 
DAvenpoTt,  jr.,  William  Ely.  Jam^a  Bmoit,  Chas. 
Qoldsbarougb,  Thomas  R.  OuM,  William  Hale, 
Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heiitter,  Ebenezer 
HtiniinKtoD,  Richard  Jackson,  jr..  Rabt.  Jenkins, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Litingsion, 
Natbaniel  Macon,  Archibald  McBr>de,  Wmiam 
Milnor,  Jonathan  0.  Moseley,  Jo«eph  Pearson, 
Benjamin  Pickman,  jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Eli- 
sha  R.  Potter,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Richard  Stanford, 
John  Stanley, Jbi.  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Slaives, 
Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Ta^gart,  Nicholas  Van 
Dyke,  Archibald  Tan  Horn,  Labao  Wliealon,  and 
James  Wltson. 

Natb — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jr., 
William  Anderson,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  D^tvid  Bard, 
William  T.  Barry,  Burweil  Basseii,  William  W. 
Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A. 
Burweil,  William  BuUer,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  James  Cochran,  William  Crawford, 
Richard  Cutis,  Joseph  Desha,  John  W.  Eppe's, 
William  FiDdley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Barzillai 
OaDneii,  Gideon  Oardner,  David  8.  Qnrland, 
Thomas  Gbolson,  Edwin  Gray,  William  Helms, 
James  Holland,  Jacob  Hufiy,  Richard  M.  Juhn- 
son,  Thomas  Kenan,  William  Kennedy,  John 
Lore,  AaroD  Lyle,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander 
HcKim,  William  McKinley,  Pleasant  M.  Miller, 
Samuel  L.  Mitehill,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas 
R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiaii  Morrow, 
Qurdon  S.  Mumford,  Thomas Newboid,  Thoraaa 
New  Ion  John  NicholMjn,  John  Porierj  Peter  B. 
Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of 
Tennessee, Matthias  Richards,  Samuel  Ringgold, 
John  Roane,  Grastus  Root  Ebenezer  Sage,  Lem- 
uel Sawyer,  John  A.  Scudder,  Ebenezer  Seaver, 
Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt,- 
John  Smilie,  George  Smiih,  John  Smith,  Sam- 
tiel  Bmiih,  Henry  Southard,  John  Thompson, 
Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner, 
r^  Robert  Weakfey,  Robert  Whiiehill.  Richard 
Wina,  Robert  Wiibenpooo,  and  Robert  Wris^ht. 
A  ntDiion  was  made  by  Mr.  Stanford,  to  amend 
(he  bill  by  adding  ihe  following  to  the  end  of  the 
last  sectioQ  thereof: 

"And  be  itftirihtT  autdtd.  That  the  power*,  by  the 
several  sections  of  this  act  vetted  in  the  Pretident  of 
tha  United  States,  ahall  ceaea  at  the  eipbatian  of  the 
•eaiaa  at  Cottgiase  aext  anaoinr  Iba  present,  nnleaa 


thej  ibsll  be  by  aoine  future  kw  condnued  in  fiirce  fin 
a  Isnger  time. - 

And  [he  q^uesiioo  being  taken  thereon,  it  waa 
determined  in  the  negaiire-:— yeas  41,  nays  75,  as 
follows : 

Ys&s— Joseph  Allen,  Abijah  Bigrlow,  Dsoiel 
Blaisdell,  John  Campbell,  Jubn  C.  Chamberlain, 
William  ChamberIin,'ETmphroditas  ChampioD, 
Mariin  Chiltenden,  John  Dareiiport.  jr.,  William 
Ely,  James  Emou,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Drtniel 
Heiater,  Joti^tban  H.  Hubbard,  Ebenezer  Hunt- 
inijton,  Richard  Jackson,  jr..  Rijfaert  Jentint,  Jo- 
seph Lewis,  jr.,  Robert  Le  Riiy  Livingston,  Na- 
thaniel Macon.  Archibald  McBryde,  William 
Milnor,  Jonathan  0. Moseley, Benjamin  Pickmao, 
jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  JosiaU 
Q,uincy,  Daniel  SheOey,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard 
Stanford.  John  Stanley, James  Stenbeason.Lewia 
B.  Slurges.  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Ta^gari,  Ben- 
jamin  TalJma.lge,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archljjald 
Van  Hum,  KiTlian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban 
Wheatun,  and  James  Wilson. 

Nays— Lemuel  J.  Alsion,  Willis  Alston,  jun^ 
William  Anderson,  Ezeki el  Bacon,  David  Bard, 
William  T.  Barry.  Bnr well  Basset t,  William  W. 
Bibb,  Adam  Boyd.  James  Breckenriilge,  Robert 
Brown,  WilUam  A.  Burweil,  William  Butler, 
Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  James  CucbraD, 
William  Crawford,  Richard  Cutts,  Joseph  Desha, 
William  Pindtey,  Meshaok  Franklin,  Barzillai 
Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  S.  Garland, 
Thomas  Gbolson,  Edwin  Gray,  William  Helms, 
Jamea  Holland,  Jacob  Hufiy,  Richard  M.  John- 
son, Thomas  Kenan,  William  Kennedy,  JobO 
Love,  Aaron  Lyle.  Samuel  McKee,  AleJander 
McKim,  William  McKioley,  Pleasant  M.  Miller, 
Samuel  L.  Miiebiil.  John  MootgonMry,  Nicholas 
R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  ■ 
GnrdoD  S.  Mumford,  Thomas  Newboid,  Thomas 


Tennessee,  Maltbias  Richards,  Samuel  Rin  ._, 
John  Roane.  Eraitus  Root,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Lem- 
uel Sawyer.' John  A.  Scudder.  Ebenezer  Seaver, 
Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt, 
John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smitb,  Henrf 
Southard,  John  Thompson,  Url  Tracy,  Genrse 
M,  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  Weakley^ 
Robert  Whltehill,  Richard  Winn,  Robert  Wlthei- 
spoon,  and  Robert  Wright. 

On  the  question,  ''  Shalt  the  bill  hare  a  third 
reading?" 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Stdboeb.  that  the 
House  do  now  adjourn  ;  and  the  que^lioa  being 
taken  thereon,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative 
—yeas  29,  nays  76,  as  follows : 

Yeab— Joseph  Allen,  Ahljah  Bigelow,  Daniel 
Slaiidetl,  James  Breckenridge,  William  Cham- 
berlin,  Epapbroditus  Champion,  Juhn  DaVenport, 
jr.,  William  Ely,  Churles  Go]d''horouzb,  Thomas 
a.  Gold,  William  Hale,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard, 
Ebenezer  HunliBglon,  Robert  Jenkins,  Joseph 
Lewis,  jr.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Living:'ton,  William 
Milnor.  Jonalhau  O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson; 
Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Blisba  R.  Potter,  Jasiab 
Auincy,  Richard  Siaiiford,  James  BiephensOD,- 
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Lewii  B.  Stureea,  Jicob  Swoope,  BeniaBira  Tall- 
IBidee.  Nicbolas  Van  Dtke.  and  A.  Tan  Horn. 

Nats— UmuFl  J.  AUion,  Willie  Aliion,  iao., 
William  Anderson,  William  T.  Barr;,  William 
W.  Bibb,  Aaara  Boyd,  Ruhrri  Browa,  William 
A.  Burwell,  WillJBra  Buiirr,  Jmph  Calhoun. 
John  C.  Chamberlain,  Maiihrw  Cla^,  James 
CochrBn,WilMamCriwrord.  Richard  Cutis,  John 
DawGon.  John  W.  Eiipes,  William  Findlp;,  Jon- 
kihan  Fisk,Mesback  Franklin, BaizilJRtGsnqeit, 
Gideon  Qardner,  Dafld  B.  Garland,  ThoniaE 
Qbolson,  Edwin  Graj,  Willimn  Helmi,  James 
Holland.JaeobHurir.Richard  M.  Johnson,  Thum- 
■s  Kenan,  William  Kennedy,  John  Lore,  Aaron 
Lvle.  Nathaniel  Macan,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexan- 
der McKim,WiUiam  McKinley.  Pleasant  M.  Mil- 
ler, Samuel  L.  Milchill,  John  Uontgomcry.  Nich- 
olas E-Uooie,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeivmlah  Morrow. 
Qurdon  B.  Mumford,  Thoroai  Nenbold,  John 
KichoUon,  John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John 
Rea  of  FeDDSfkaoia,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Matthia*  Richards,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John 
Roane,  Erastus  Rool,  Ebenezer  Sajte,  Thoma* 
SammoDS.  Lemuel  Sawyer.  John  A.  Scadder, 
Bbenezer  Searer,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daiie!  BheStj, 
Pennii  Smelt,  John  gmilie,  Geo'ire  Smith,  Sam- 
uel Smith,  Henrf  Southard,  Uri  Tracf,  George 
U.  Troup,  Charloa  Turoer,  juo.,  Killian  K.  Van 
Renaaelaer,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert  Wbitehill. 
Richard  Wioo,  Robert  WiUiertpooa,  and  Robert 
Wright. 

The  queflion  recurring  on  the  third  readioK  of 
the  bill,  ■  motion  was  made  bf  Mr.  Biqilow,  (bat 
the  House  do  now  adjourn  : 

And  the  queation  being  lakea  Ihereon,  it  was 
determined  in  lbs  negaiire — yea*  37,  nays  76,  ai 

Teas— Joseph  Allen,  Abijah  Bigelov,  Daniel 
Blaiidell.  James  Breckenridge,  Wili'am  Cham- 
bcrlin,  William  Ely,  James  Emotl.  Charles  Golds- 
borough.  Tliomas.R.  Gold.  William  Hale,  Na- 
thani^  A.  Haren,  Daniel  Heisier.  Jonathan  H. 
Hubbard.  Ebenezer  Uuntington,  Richard  Jaek- 
apn,  jr.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Joseph  Lewis  jr.,  Robert 
lie  Roy  LiTiDgstoa,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archi- 
bald MeBryde,  WiiliaiD  Milnor,  Jonachan  O. 


idoteley,  Joseph  Pearson.  Benjamia  Pickman, 
jr.,  Timothy  Piikia,  jr.,  Kiisfaa  R,  Poller,  Jtuiah 
ttuiney,  Richard  Slanrord,  John  Stanley,  Jamea 


Stephenson,  Lewii  a.  Biurges,  Jacob  Swoope, 
^ojamin  Tallmadge.  Nich^as  Van  Dyke,  Ar- 
chibald Van  Horn,  Eillian  E.  Van  Rensselaer, 
tod  James  Wilson. 

Navs-Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston. Jiin., 
William  AndersiD,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  DbtU  Bard, 
William  T.  Barry,  Burwell  Baaaeit,  Adam  Boyd, 
Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  William 
Butler,  Jooeph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clsjr,  Jamea 
Cochran,  William  Crawford,RichiirdCut1i',  John 
Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  John  W.  Enpes,  William 
Findler,  Jonathan  FUk.  Mesback  Franklin.  Bar- 
zillai  QanDeti,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  S.Garland, 
Thomas  Gholson,  Edwin  Gny,  William  Helms, 
James  Holland,  Jacob  Hufiy.  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
Thomas  Kenan,  William  Kennedy,  John  Love, 
Aaron  Lyla,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Samud  McKee, 


Alexander  McKim.  William  McEialty,  Pliuu 
M.Miller.  Samuel L. Mi tchill,  Jobs MoDi|orun 
Nicholas  R,  Moore,  Tbomti  Moort,  IcrmiA 
Morrow,  Gurdon  S.  Mumford, Thorais NettUl 
Tbomat  Newion,  John  NicfatilsOD,  Md  F^n 
Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Ke«  of  PrDDirlruit  Jii 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richuds,  Siaal 
Ringgold.  Ji:hD  Ruaoe,  Eraaius  RoDL&ttBos 
Sage,  John  A.  Scudder,  Ebenezer  Sum.Ada 
Sfyberl,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  SheSci.Dw 
Smelt.  John  Smilie.OeaigeSmlth.SiDiDdSaii 
Henry'  Soalbard,  Uii  Tracy,  GrargeUInep, 
Chirlei  Turner,  junior,  RubertWeaklij.Utii 
Whiiehill.  Richard  Winn,  Robert  WiiUnfM, 
and  Robert  Wright. 

And  en  the  question,  '^  Shall  the  bill  tot 
third  reading?"  it  was  resoIredinUielSruiiH 
-^yeas  77,  nays  4S,  as  foilovs; 

VsAB— Lemuel  J.  Alston.  Willis  Alusi  jii, 
William  Anderson,  EseklH  Bacon,  DtrJdM 
William  T.  Barry,  Burwell  Bauett,  Willaaff. 
Bibb,  Ailam  Boyd,  Robert  Brows,  Wiilian  A. 
Burwell,  William  Butler,  Jesepb  C«U«)i,Mil- 
ibew  Ciay.  James  Cochran,  WilliaiD  CniM 
Richard  Cutis.  John  Dawson,  JuwnbDnlu,J°ii 
W.Eppea,  William  Fii^dley,  JoaiiliHFi>i, Ui- 
shack  Franklin.  Baizillai  danoetLGidtia Gvd- 
ner,  Da^id  S.  Girland,  Thomas  Gb(ilm,Sda» 
Gray,  William  Helms,  Jamea  HolM  i>^ 
Hnfty,  Richard  M.  Johnran,  Wiili)S  Snui), 
John  Love.  Aaron  Lyle,  Samtiel  UcKtt  kki- 
ander,  McKim.  William  McKinley,  Twavlr- 
nan.  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  Samuel  L. Miirbiil-M* 
Montgomery,  Nicbulai  R.  Moore,  T1ihw^°°^ 
,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gurdoo  8.  Hunir<inl,Tt>i>ui 
Kewbold,  Thomas  Newton.  John  Nieb«lM,M) 
Porter.  Peier  B.  Porter,  John  Rea  o(Ptiasjln«»p 
John  Rhea  of  Tenaeasee,  Halihiu  Rii^i^ 
Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Eww  "•"< 
Ebenezer  Sage,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Julia  *■«"•■ 
der,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybetl,  W 
Shaw,  Dennit  SraelL  John  ^milie,  GeorpSii>">> 
Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  hbi  Um 
son,  Uri  Tracey,  George  M.  Tfoap,  Ckvio^w- 
net  junior.  Robert  Weakley,  Rnberi  Vli><^ 
Richard  Wmo,  Robert  WithenfOM,»«l»)Wi 
Wright.  ,^  , , 

Nara-^osepb  Allen,  Abijah  Bigdov,  D>°i" 
Blaisdell,  Jamea  BreekemiiJae.  Jolin  C  Cbin- 
beriain,  Wra.  Chamberlin,  Bpaphroiuu  Cbio- 
pion,  Martin  Cbiitenden,  Jobn  D><«>F^J^ 
William  Ely,  Jamea  Emoit,  Cta'lo  0^ 
roufh,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  WilliiiiiH»I«,J»^"- 
iel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heister,  Jonatliiii  f  f  •■■ 
bajd.  Ebenezer  Huotington.  Bicianl  ^"f', 
jr.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Joseph  Lewi^jf,  B*«  ^. 
Roy  Livingston,  irfalhan.el  Macoa,  ViK*'"''- 
thews,  Archibald  McBryde,  Wildw  "'""f' 
Jonalhao  0.  Moseley.  Joseph  Pe^".^"iT, 
Pickman  jr  TimoiJiV  Piitin  ir-Bliii*^-™ 
ler,Josia£auiocy.D/nielSheff(J,Si''^S'ii- 

ford,  John  Stanley,  James  Siephuw"!  """f 
Siurgea,  Jacob  STOPpe,  Sam«el  T»sprl,  W 
m  in  tallmadge,  NicUas  Van  DM  ^'fZ 
Van  Horn,  Kiiliati  K.  Van  RcmkIik,"* 
Wbeaton,  and  Jamea  Wilaoa. 
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A  motioD  Mil  nadt  by'Mr.  aouKnr.  ibu  the 
Ihird  reading  of  ibe  bill  S>e  (he  order  at  th«  dajr 
for  Monday  ue^i ;  and  ih*  qflestioD  being  taken 
ihareoo,  it  was  dMeimined  u  the  nqgiiUTe — yns 
43.  a»ja  75,  as  fotlons; 

Yea«— Joseph  Allen,  Abiiah  Bigelow,  Daniel 
Blaisdell,  James  Bceckenridiii,  Joho  C.  Cttan- 
beilain,  Wo).  Chamberlin,  Gpaphrodi       "' 


HuDiiogtoD,  Rich«rd  JackioD,  jr.,  Robert  Jea- 

' '       '        '    *  ewb,  jr.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Liriog- 

Maiihews,  Archibald   UcBryde, 


kiai;  Juseph  Lewb,  jr.,  Robert 


William  Milnor,  Jonaihaa  O.  Moieley,  JoMph 
FeanOD,  Benjaruin  Pickraao,  jr.,  Timothy  Pii- 
kiu,jr.,  Joiinh  Q,oincy,  Daniel  SbefTey,  Rieb«(ij 
Stanford,  John  Siaaler,  JameaStephenMa, Lew- 
is B.  Stutges,  Jac«b  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart, 
Benii^ntin  TaUinadge,  Nicbola*  V«o  Dyke,  Arch- 
ibald Van  Morn,  Killun  K.  Vin  Reuuelaer,  La- 
ban  Wheaioo,  «ad  Jame*  Wilaon. 

Navb— Lemuel  J.  Aliton,  WiUia  Alston,  jr., 
Williara  Anderaon,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  Dsrid  Bard, 
William  T.  Barry,  Bum-ell  Bssvett,  William  W. 
Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  William  A.  Burwell,  Wil- 
liam Builer,  JouDb  Calhoun,  Maitbew  Clay, 
Jame*  Coohraa,  Williao)  Crawford,  John  Daw- 
son. Joseph  Desha,  John  W.  Bppe>,  Joamtbaa 
Fiifc,  Meihack  Franklin,  Baraillat  Oaooell,  Gid- 
eon Qardner,  Daiid  S.  Qarlaod,  Thomas  Qbol- 
«0D,  Edwin  Gray,  William  Hdms,  James  Hol- 
land, Jacob  Hufty,  Richard M.  Johnson,  Thoraaf 
Kenan,  WilUam  KetLoedy,  John  Love,  Aaron 
Lyie,  Nathaniel  MacoD,  Samuel  McKee,  Alex- 
ander Uc Kim,  William  Mc^ioley,  Pleasant  M. 
Miller.  Samuel  L.  UiicbiU,  John  Mooigonery, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Gnrdoa  S.  Uumrotd,  Thomas  New- 
bold,  Tboma*  Newioai,  Joba  Nicholson,  John 
Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylra- 
□ia,  John  Rh»  of  Teaoessee,  Matthias  Ricbards, 
Samuel  Ringgold^  John  Roane,  firattus  Root, 
Ebesezer  8age,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  joba  A.  Seud- 
der,  Ebentzer  Scaver,  Adam  Seybeti,  Samnel 
Shaw,DeDiiisSmeli,JohD  Smilie, Oaoige  Smith, 
Samnel  Smith,  Henry  Sonthard,  John  Thomp- 
son, Uri  Tracy,  Oaorge  M.  Troup,  Cbarle*  Tur- 
ner, junior.,  Robert  We^kLey,  Robert  Whitehill, 
Richard  Winn,  Rpbert  Witherapoan,aod  Robert 
Wright. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by-Mr-  ttniKcs,  that 
the  doors  be  now  opeqed,  and  that  ibe  iojuaction 
of  secrecy  imposed  on  the  prooeedings  which 
hare  been  traowoted  with  alosed  doors  during 
the  present  nession,  be  remored  i  and  the  ques- 
tion being  taken  toareQa,  it  was  determined  in 
tbenegati*e— y«a*44,  navs  79  as  follows: 

YuB— Joseph  Allen,  AbijaB  ^igelow,  Daniel 
Blaisdell,  Jones  Breckenrif^,  John  C.  Cham- 
berlain, Wm.  Oh  amberl  in,  Epapbrodito?  Chaio- 
pioo,  Mania  Chittendeu,  John  DaTenport,  jr., 
William  Ely,  Janes  Emott,  Charlei  OoUsbo- 
tough,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  WiUiam  Half,  Nathan- 
iel A.  Hareo,  Dmiol  HsiMc^  Jaulhu  11.  Hub- 


hard,  Bbeneser  Uuntinglon,  Richard  Jacksof, 
jr.,  Rqbert  Jenkins,  Joaepn  Lewi^  jr..  Robert  Le 
Roy  Livingston,  Naibaniel  Macon,  Vincent  Mat- 
thews, Archibald  McBryde,  William  Milnor, 
Jonathan  0.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  BenJamiD 
Pickraao,  jr^  Timothy  Piikio,  jr.,  Josiab  auin- 
cy,  Daniel  ShefTsy,  Samuel  Smith,  John  Stan- 
ley, Jamee  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Siur^e*,  Jacob 
Swoone,  Samuel  Tag^ari,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
NichoHs  Tan  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Eil- 
lion  K.  VsD  Rensselaer,  Laban  Wheaton,  and 
Jani<!>  WilsoD. 

Navs— Lempel  J.  Alsfon,  Willis  AlBtoD,jr„ 
William  AndetsoD,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard, 
William  T.  Barry,  Burwell  Bassett,  William  W. 
Bibbj  Adam  Boyd.  Robert  Brown.  William  A. 
Burwell,  William  Builer,  Joseph  OalliauD,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  James  Cochran,  William  Crawford, 
Richard  Cults,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha, 
John  W.  Eppes,  William  Findley,  Jonaiban  Fisk, 
Meshack  Franklin,  Baizillai  (3annett,  Qideon 
Gardner,  David  S.  Garland,  Thomas'OhoUoB, 
Peterson  Ooodwyb.Edwin  Gray.  William  Helm*, 
James  Holland,  JKob  Hiift^,  Richard  M.  John- 
son, Thomas  Kenan,  William  Kennedy,  John 
Love,  Aaroo  Lyie,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander 
McKim,  William  McKinley,  Pleasant  M.  Miller, 
Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  John  Monlgamery,  Nicho- 
las R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jrremiab  Morrow, 
Qurdon  S.  Mumford,  Thomas  Newbol  J,  Thoma* 
Newton,  John  Nicholson,  John  Porter,  Peier  B. 
Porter,  John  Rea  of  Fennsvtvania,  John  Rbea  of 
Tenneesee,  Matlbias  Riehard*,  S.imuel  Ring- 
£old,  Jobn  Koane,  Erastns  Root,  Bbenezer  Sage, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Lemuel  Sawyer.  John  A. 
Soudder,  Bbenezer  Sea*er,  Adam  Seybert,  Sam- 
Del  Shaw,  Deaois  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  George 
Smith,  Henry  Sonihar^  Richard  Siaoford,  Joha 
Thompson.  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Tronp.  Charles 
Turner,  jr.,  Robert  WeaUev,  Rohert  Whilefcill, 
Richard  WioB,  Rob«ti.WitnenpM«,andRi>bwt 
Wright. 

A  notion  was  tnade  by  Mr.  Qbolocii  that  the 
third  reading  of  ibe  liilt  be  the  order  for  this  day; 
and  the  quealion  beitig  i*ken  theieon,  it  woe  i«-  ' 
solved  in  the  affirmatife. 

The  bill  wu  accordingly  read  a  third  titu*; 
itndi  on.  the  queation  that  the  same  do  paaa,  it  waa 
rcDolred  in  the  aSnnativ« — yeas  Tfl,  naya  44,  aa 
follow*: 

Yiaa— Lemuel  J.  Alatom  Willis  Alston,  jr., 
William  Anderson,  Ezekiel  Bacoo,  David  Bard, 
William  T.  Barry.  Burwell  Basseii,  Willian 
W.  Bibb,  Adam  Bojfd,  Robert  Brown,  WiUiaV 
A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun, 
Matthew  Clay,  James  Coeh ran,  William  Craw- 
ford, Richard  Cutts,  Joseph  D^ba,  John  W. 
Eppes,  William  Findky,  Joaaihan  Fisk,  Meabock 
Fraphlin,  fiarziilai  Gannett,  Qideoo  Gardaer, 
David  S.  Garland,  Thomas  QboUon,  Petersua 
GooJwyo,  Edwin  Graf,  William  Helms,  Jamei 
Holland,  Jac«4>  Hufty,  Riebard  M.  Johosoa, 
Tbomas  Kenan,  William  Kennedy,  John  Lova, 
Aaron  Lyla,  Saonuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKioa, 
Williwa  McKioleri  Pleaaaai  M.  Miller,  Sanuwl 
i;^  MitduU,  John  Uonigoiaerf,  Thooui  Uoota, 
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Supfitmmtal  JtmntaL 


Nicholat  R.  Moorf,  JnTtninb  Morrow,  OurdoD 
8.  Mumford.  Tbonias  N«irbold,  Thomai  New- 
Ion,  John  NieholM)!),  Jobn  Porier,  Prier  B.  Por- 
tur,  Joho  lU-B  of  PenniijrlTtnia,  Jj'htt  Rhra  of 
TrODewee,    MtUhias    Richard^    Samnd   Rlnj- 

Cld,  John  Roane,  EnslUR  Root,  EbeoPZrr  Sage, 
mat\  Sawjrer.  Jobo  A-  Scadder,  Eb^nezer 
Brafer,  Adam  Seybprt,  Samari  8haw.  DenDJ* 
Bmeli,  John  Smilfe,  Oeorse  Smhb,  Samorl 
Bmitb,  Hearr  Souihaid,  Joho  ThomMon,  Uri 
Tracy,  Charje*  Turner,  jr..  Robert  Weaiiley, 
Robert  Whitebill,  Richard  man,  Robert  Wiib- 
enpoOD,  and  Roberv  Wrigbi. 

NiYB— Joseph  Allen,  Abiiah  Bi^elow,  Daniel 
Blaisdetl.  James  Breckenridge,  John  C.  Cham- 
berUio,  Epaphrodilua  Champion,  MariiD  Cbit- 
Irnden,  John  Daf (oport,  jr^  Wiltjam  Eljr.  Jtrnei 
Bmoli,  Cbarlei  Qoldsboroufh.  Thomai  R.  Qold, 
William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heis- 
ter,  Junathan  H.  Hubbard,  Ebenezer  Hunting- 
Ion,  Richard  JacksuD,  jr.,  Robert  Jeokin«,  Joae ph 
Lewis,  jr..  Riibert  Le  Roy  Liringslon.  Nalbaaiel 
UncoD,  Vincent  Msiihews,  Archibald  McBrjde, 
William  Miloor,  JooatbaD  0.  Uoseley,  Joseph 
Prarson,  Benjamin  Pickmio,  jr..  Timoihv  Fii- 
kin,  jr.,  Etishi  R.  Potier,  Josiah  Qaiocy,  Daoiel 
Bbeffry,  Richard  Stanford,  Joho  Sianle/  Jimei 
BlepbeoaoD.  Lewis  B.  Slurses,  Jacob  Swoope, 
Samuel  Tageart,  Benjamin  Tall madge. Nicholas 
Van  Dyke,  Archibard  Van  Horn,  Eilliaa  K. 
Van   Reniselaer,   Labao   Wheaioii,  and  James 

Wll>OD. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  MoHTeoMstY  tbat 
tbe  HoBia  do  now  proceed  to  the  coasiUeration 
of  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  made  to  the 
coafidential  reaolution  of  the  eighth  iasuntj  and. 
the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was  reaolretl 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  77,  nays  33,  as  follows; 

Yaas— Lemnel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston, Jun., 
William  Anderson,  Ezekiei  Bacon,  David  Bard, 
William  T.  Barry.  Burwell  Baiselt,  William  W. 
Bibb.  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A. 
Burwell,  William  Batler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  James  Cochran,  William  Crawlbrd, 
Richard  Cutis,  Joseph  Desha,  John  W.  Eppet, 
William  Findley,  Junaihaa  Fi^k,  Meshack Frank- 
lin, Bdrzillai  Gannett,  Gideon  Qardner,  David  B. 
Garland,  Thomas  Gholnou,  Peterson  Goodwyn, 
Sdwin  Gray,  William  Helm^  James  HoiUnd, 
jjacub  Hufiy,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Thomas 
Kenan,  William  Eennedy,  Jobn  Love,  Aaron 
Lyie,  Samuel  MeEee,  Aleiaader  McKim.  Wil- 
liam McKlnley,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  Simael  L. 
Mitebill,  John  Montgomery.  Nicholai  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gupdoti  8. 
Mumford.  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton, 
Jobn  NicholKon,  Jobn  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter, 
John  Rea  of  PenuKyUania,  John  Rhea  of  Ten- 
■essee,  Mattbiai  Richards,  Samuel  Ringgold, 
John  Roane,  Era^itos  Root,  Ebenezer  Sage, 
Lemuel  Sawyer,  John  A.  Scudder,  Ebenezer 
Bearer,  Adam  Seybeit,  Samael  Shaw,  Dennis 
Bmelt,  John  Bmilie,  George  Smith,  Samuel 
Bmitb,  Henry  Bouihartt,  John  Tbompaon,  Uri 
Ttacy,  Ctoorga  H.  Tronic'  Cliaiias  TarMr,  Jan., 


Robert  Wcakler,  Robert  Wbiwbill,   Rielwid 
Winn,  Robert  Witherapoon,  and  Robert  Wright 

NiTa— Joaeph  Alten,  Abiiah  Bigelow,  DaaM 
Blai'dell,  Janea  BreckMtiJer  Mvrtin  Cbiitn- 
den,  John  Davenport,  jno.,  William  Ely.  Jaiw 
Emoit,  Charles  Ooldsboroivb,  ThooMs  B.  GoUL 
William  Hale,  Daniel  Heister,  Bbeaexer  Haai- 
Ington,  Richard  Jackson,  jtm^  Robert  Jeakia^ 
JoKcph  Lewis,  jun.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Xanngato% 
Vincent  Matthews.  Jaoatban  O.  Mnaetey,  Jnnepk 
Pearson,  Eli^ba  H.  Poller,  Joaiah  Q,oiocy,  fire^ 
•rd  Stanford,  John  Slanlpy,  Janars  Siepteaiaw, 
Lewi"  B.  Biurgeii,  Jacob  Swoope,  Saaad  1^^ 
gsrt  Bealamia  Tallmadge,  Nieholaa  Yaa  Dyl^ 
Killiaa  K.  Van  Reasielaer,  Lab«B  Wbeaiot,as4 
James  Wilson. 

A  motion  was  them  made  by-  Mr.  Utuioa 
that  the  House  do  now  adjonra :  and  tbe  gaesiiia 
being  taken,  it  was  determined  in  tbe  negaiir^ 

The  Honse  then  resnmed  the  eoasiderau'aB  of 
the  amendment  of  the  Beiwte  to  ibe  afaresaid 
resolution. 

A  motion  was  tflade  b^  Kr.  VojrTcoxatT 
tbat  the  House  do  concur  in  the  ameBdmeflt  of 
the  Senate  to  tbe  said  rMolntioo. 

A  motion  WIS  made  bf  Mr.  GoLBflBaaocea 
ihstthe  amendment  aforesaid  be  referred  lo  a 
Committee  of  tbe  whole  Hooae;  and  the  qaes- 
tioo  being  taken,  it  was  determined  in  tke  nega- 
tivf-— yea!>  30,  nays  78,  as  follavs: 

Yaaa — Joseph  Allen,  Abijah  Buc^tow,  Jbbb 
Breekenridge,  Martin  Chittenden,  WUItaoi  Ely, 
James  Emott,  Charges  GoldsboroBgb,  Thomas 
R.  Gold,  William  Hale,  Natbaniri  A.  Hstcb, 
Ebenezer  Huntington  Richard  Jacksoa,  jnn., 
Robert  Jenkins,  Joeepn  Lewia,  ion.,  Robert  Le 
Riiy  Livingston,  Vincent  Mattlinrs,  Jonaibaa 
0.  Hose  ley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Blisha  R.  Potter,  | 
Josiah  putney,  Riefaard  Sianford,  Joba  Stanley. 
James  Blppheason,  Lewis  B.  Starges,  Jae«b  I 
Swoope,  Beojsmin  Tallnadge,  Niebolas  Van 
Dyke.  Killian  K.  Van  ReasKher,  Laban  Wbea- 
lon,  and  James  Wilson. 

Nira — Lemuel  J,  Alston,  Willis  Alston  jna.  | 
William  Anderson,  Ezekiei  BacoD,  David  Bin^ 
William  T.  Barry.  Burwell  Basseti,  William  W. 
Bibb.  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Browii,  Willtan  A 
Borwetl,  William  Butler,  Jos»b  Calfaovn.  Mat- 
thew Clay,  James  Cochran,  William  Cnwibrd, 
"ichard   Cnits,   John   Dawson,    Joseph   Deiha, 


eon  GHrdnet,  Thomas  Gfaolson,  _  _. 
vyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Williaoi  Helms,  Jataes  Hol- 
land, Jacob  Hufiy,  Richard  M.  Jobasoa,  Tbomaa 
Kenan,  William  Kennedy,  Joba  Love,  Aaron 
Lylc,  Samoet  McKee,  AlezaaderHeEim,  Wil- 
liam  McKinley,  Pleaunt  U.  Miller,  Samoet  L. 
Mitchill,  John  Manigoraery,  NietraJas  R.  Moote, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Horrow,  Qordon  S^ 
Mumford,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newtoe, 
John  Nicholson,  John  Porter,  Petn  B.  Paner, 
John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Jobn  Rhea  oTTeo- 
nessee.  Matthias  Rtebardi,  SamocL  RiMotd, 
John  Roane,  E^rastns  Root,  Ebenezer  8afe,Lem- 
aal  Setrytr,  John  A.  Scudder,  Bbeocaw  Scaver, 
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Adam  Sarbetl,  Sarooal  Sbaw,  Dennis  Saielt, 
Jubo  Smilre,  George  Smith,  Samael  Smitb, 
Heory  SoDtharil,  Jubn  Tbotepmn,  Uri  Tracr, 
George  M.  Ttunp.  Cbarlea  Turner,  joo.,  Robert 
Weakley.  Robert  Whitebill,  Richerd  Wioa,  Bob- 
ert  WitbenpooD,  and  Robert  Wrighi. 

A  ntotioo  was  made  by  Mr.  Moselbt  tbat  the 
House  do  now  ai'joura.  and  ihr,  quettioD  being 
taken,  it  was  diieitniDtii  ia  [he  ofgative. 

Tbe  quetiion  aRaia  recurred  on  the  eoooar- 
r«aoe  of.ibii  House  in  the  aioendaieai  of  the 
Senate ;  and  the  qucsiroo  betog  taken  ibereoa,  it 
vas  reaoUed  in  lh«  affirm  a  liT^-yeai  78,  aayB  21, 
aa  foUcnvn: 

Leniiiel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston. Jnti.,  William 
AnderaoD,  Eirkiel  Bacon,  Darid  ^rd,  William 
T.  Barry,  Burwplt  Bssseti,  WiHiam  W,  Bibb, 
Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Bruwa,  William  A.  Bar- 
well,  William  Butler,  Joirph  Calhoun,  Matthew 
Ctay,  James  Cochran,  William  Crawford,  Rich- 
ard Cuti».  John  Dawson,  Josefib  Drsha.  Jobn  W. 
Eppe^.  William  Findley,  Junaihan  Fiak.  Mesback 
Franklin,  Baritllai  Ganoen,  Qideoa  OaidDer. 
David  S.  Garland,  Tbuma*  Gholsen,  Pelenon 
Goudwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  William  Helms,  James 
Holland,  Jaoob  Hufty,  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
Thomas  Kenan,  William  Kennedy,  John  Love, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Samurl  McKee,  Alexander  McKim, 
William  McKiatey,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  Samoel 
Ia.  Miichill,  John  Mootgomery,  Nicholas  R. 
Moore,  Tbomai  Moore.  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gur- 
don  8.  Momrord,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas 
,  Newton,  Jobn  Nicholson,  John  Purter,  Peter  B. 
,  Porter,  Jobn  Ren  of  Fennsylraiua,  John  Rhea  of 
Tennentee,  Maitbie*  Richards,  Samiiel  Rincsol.d, 
John  Roane.  Erasios  Root, Bwneser  Sage.ljcm- 
nel  Sawyer,  John  A.  Scudder,  Bbanezer  8ea?er, 
Adam  Seybeit,  Samuel  Shaw,  Deanis  Smelt, 
John  Scailie,  George  Smith,  Samnel  Smith, 
Henry  Sombard,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy, 
George  M.  Troop.  Charles  Tarner,  Jan,,  Robert 
Weakley,  R.obert  Whiiefaill,  Richard  Winn,  Rob- 
ert Witbeiapooo,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Nato — Abijab  Bigelow,  James  BreokeDridge, 
Martin  Cbiitendeo,  Charles  GoldaboroDgb,  Ebe- 
neier  Huniingioii,  Riehard  Jackson,  Jan.,  Robert 
Jenkins,  Juseph  Lewis,  iun.,  Robert  tie  Roy 
Livinosioa,  Jonathan  O.  MoMley,  Joseph  Peat- 
son,  Biisba  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Holnoy,  Richard 
Stanford.  John  8tanley,James Stephenson, Lewis 
B,  Siorgen,  Jacob  Swoope,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
Nicholas  Vko  Dyke,  and  Laban  Wheaton. 

A  motion  was  made  hy  Mr.  MoNTaouBsr  that 
a  committee  be  appointed  in  wait  on  the  Senate, 
and  ioform  them  that  the  Honsa  of  Represenia- 
li*e*  hate  passed  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
Uled  "Aaaoi  to  enable  the  Preiident  of  ibe  Uni- 
ted Slates,  under  certain  eootingencies,  to  take 
iniiseBaian  of  the  coantry  lying  east  nf  the  rirer 
Perdido,  and  south  of  the  State  of  Georgia  and 
the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  for  other  pnrposes ;" 
and,  aluo,  bare  concurred  in  the  amendment  of 
the  Senate  made  to  the  confidential  resoluilun  of 
the  eighth  iniiant;  and  a  committee  was  appoint- 
ed, consisting  of  Mr.  HoHTflOMMT  and  Mr. 

HlLtJlB, 


MoMDiT,  JaoMry  14. 


the  Joint  Committee  for  Enrolled  Bills,  reported 
that  ibe  committee  bad  examined  an  enrolled 
bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  enable  the  President  of 
'  the  United  Stales,  under  certain  coniiDgeDcie^ 
to  take  posscKsioQ  of  tbe'country  Iving  east  of 
the  riTer  Perdido,  and  toQib  or  Ibe  Stale  of 
Georgia  and  tbe  MiuJsaippi  Territory,  and  for 
other  purposes;"  and  that  they  had  also  examined 
\n  enrolled  resolve  which  passed  both  Houses  of 
Congress  on  the  twelfth  instant ;  and  bad  foood 
tjie  tame  lo  be  trnly  enrolled  :  Whereupon,  Mr. 
Speaker  signed  the  said  enrolled  hill  and  rasolre. 
Ordered  That  Mr.  MoHTaoiiEBT  and  Mr. 
MiLLRH  be  appoioied  a  committee  to  acquaint 
tbe  S«BBle  therewith.  , 

TsliBansY,  Jaonary  17. 

Tbe  House  being  cleared  ofall  persons, except 
the  members  and  Clerk,  Mr.  Andbrhon,  from  the 
Joint  Committee  for  Enrolled  BiIIl  reported  that 
the  cojnmitiee  did,  tui  ibefifteeotti  instahi,  pre- 
sent to  thePtesidenl  of  the  Untied  States,  for  his 
approbalion,  an  enrolled  bilL  entitled  "An  act  k> 
'  enable  tlie  President  of  the  United  Siates,  under 
'  certain  contingeactes,  to  take  possession  of  the 
'country  lying  east  of  the  river  Perdido,  and 
^  south  of  the  State  of  Georgia  and  the  Misals- 
'  tip  pi  Territory,  and  for  other  purpose*;"  and 
an  enrolled  reaoWe  passed  on  the  twelfth  inaunt. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Pratideot  of 
Ibe  United  Statea,  notifying  that  [be  President 
did,  ibis  dar,  approve  ai  *  ' 
tioned  ea rolled  resolve. 


FstnAT,  January- 17. 

The  House  being  cleared  of  alt  persoBB  bnt  tbe 

members  and  the  Clerk,  the  following  resolution 

was  aubmiiied  by  Mr.  SBEprBT,  for  eonsidara- 


the  Broceadiugs  ivhich  have  been  ti 
dosed  doors,  during  the  present  seauan,  be  removed, 
and  that  the  secret  journal  of  saeb  prooeedingi  be 
published :" 

And  on  the  question.  Will  tbe  House  now 
consider  the  said  resolution  T  it  was  decermintd 
in  the  negative — yeas  45,  aaj*  73,  as  follows: 

Ybab — Joseph  Allen,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Daniel 
Blaisdell,  James  BreckenriJge,  John  C.  Cham- 
berlain, William  Cbamberlia,  Martin  Chittenden, 
John  Davenport,  jr.,  William  Ely,  James  Emoit, 
Charles  Guldsborough,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Edwin 
Gray ,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel 
Heisier,  Jonathan  H.Hubbard,  Ebenezer  Hunt- 
ington, Richard  Jackson,  Juo..  Robert  Jenkio*, 
Philip  B.  Key,  Herman  KDicierbacker,  Joseph 
Lewis,  jr^  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Nsthaniei 
Macon,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde, 
William  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moeeley,  Joseph 
Pearson,  Benjamin  Piekman,  Jan.,  Timothy  Pit- 
.  kiD,  jm.,  Jesiah  QAiaey,  Daniel  Shcfley,  John 
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SudUt,  Jiidm  SMphciiWK,  Lci*i>  B.  Slunrn. 
Jacob  3woap«,  Sknae)  Tanirt,  BnjMDinTall- 
madoc,  Ncehohi  Vao  Dflw,  ArehibaliTVan  HorOj. 
KillMD  EL  Van  RaowelMr,  Labaa  Wkeuoa,  mad 
Jam«<i  WiliM. 

N*YB— WiUii  Alitaa, Jr^  Willias  Anderaoa, 
Ezpkiel  Baeofl.  Darid  Bard,  Barwall  BaMcii, 
WillLBm  W.  Bibb,  Adua  Boyd,  Rob«t  Bfown, 
William  A.Burwell,  WiliamBaaetiJoKpbCal- 
lioaD,  Uatibeir  Clav,  Jame*  Coekrau,  William 
C^awfurd,  Hiebard  CoLti,  John  Damn,  Joacpb 
Dnb*.  John  W.  Eppe*,  William  Fiadlcr,  JoM- 
.aiban  FUkMeabaek  Franklin,  Barzillai  Ouneit, 
OideuD  Oaidocr,  David  S.  Qailand,  Thomas 
OholioD,  Peienoa  Qoadvjo.  Jamta  Holland, 
Jacob  Huftr,  Tbomaa  Kenan,  Williain  Ceoaedr, 
John  Love,  Aaron  Lyk,  Al«iaadcr  MeKin,  WA- 
llam  McEiolev,  PUaMQi  M.  Millet,  aamoH  L. 
Miichiil,  John  Monijomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moora, 
Thoma»  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Ourdon  8. 
Morarord,  Tbonaa*  Nenrbold,  Thoniai  Newton, 
Jofaa  Portf  r,  Peier  B.  Porter,  John  Rn  of  Penn- 
aflvania,  Joba  Rbea  of  TennMKe,  Matthiai 
Rieharda, Samael  HinMold,  John  Rocoe,  flriaiui 
Root,  Ebeanar  Bags,  Thomai  Simmom.  Len- 
««1  Baivyer,  John  A.  Bcudder,  Ebenezet  Seaver, 
Adan  Seyben,  Samuel  Sbair.  Jobn  Smilie, 
OeoTge  Smith,  John  Bmith.  Samuel  BtUiib, 
BeDrySoutbardjRiabardStaarord,  JohnTfasmp- 
•BBJ  Uri  Tracy,  GeoTH  M.  Troup,  Charlei  Tur- 
ner, ii^,  Robert  Weakky,  Robert  Wbitebill,  Rich- 
ard WioD,  Robert  Witberapooa,  aad  Rabett 
WrlghL 

Od  mDiion  sT  Mr.  Mortoombvt, 

Seiolted,  Tbataeocamitteebea^pointed toin- 
fenn  the  Beoete  that  the  Preiideot  of  the  United 
Slates  did,  yefterdaf ,  approve  and  litn  an  enrolled 
iCBoIre,  which  origiaaied  io  ibii  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  MoNTaouiar  'ad  Ui 
GsAT  be  appointed  tbe  said  committee. 

Satubdi.t,  Januaiy  10. 

The  House  being  cleared  of  all  penons^  but  the 
nembere  and  Clerk,  Mr.  MoHTaoHBaT,  irom  the 
coramiitee  appoinied,  yAierday,  to   inform  the 
Senate  fhat  liie  Preiiident  or  the  United  Bti 
did,  OQ  the  sevenieenth  iuatant,  approTe  and  ■ 
anenrolled  resolve,  which  originateainlbia  Hoi 
reported  that  the  comuiiliee  had  performed  thai 
dutr. 

A  message  from  (he  Senate,  by  Mr.  Otis,  their 
Seeretirr : 

Mr.  Speaker:  I  am  direcled  to  inform  thii 
House  tbai  the  President  of  tbe  United  States  did 
on  the  seventeenth  instaat,  approve  and  sign  ac 
enrolled  bill,  entitled  "An  act  lo  enable  the  Pre- 
■ident  of  the  United  States,  under  certain  contio' 
gencies,  lo  lake  possesaioa  of  the  country  lying 
east  uf  the  Perdido,  and  south  of  the  State  of 
Georgia  and  the  Miislssippi  Territory,  and  for 
other  purposes." 

Bdhdiy,  March  3. 

Tbe  House  being  cleared  of  all  peraoiu,  but  tbe 

~  ~    '    «  ud  the  Ckiki  \  mflaMga  was  neeiT«d 


t  aftM 


Iron  iba  aaM(e,fef  Mr.  Tomn,  aod  Mr.  Sum, 
of  Maryland,  two  aaembera  of  that  body,  tietitviaf 
Ib«  HoBW  thai  tbe  Senate  had  this  day  puMC 
a  resoluiioii  in  ibe  fortn  of  a  joiiH  raelMk»Bif 
tbatwo  Hoaaae  urCoagraB*,iB  the  wsrfc  fiAo*- 
ig,  to  wit: 
Sttohed,  by  Hie  Senate  and  Hotue  of  Kepranta- 
'  Me  ihited  Slslee  of  Ameriea,  m  Cmgim 
'  TbatUnsctpMnl  diiriBglhepnnt«» 
)gi«ii,  entitlad  'An  ac«  to  MiahteltiPraM- 
dMitofthe  UoiUd atataa,  Mdn- Mrtain  cBMiaiMMa, 
totakepoaMariaaaflhaoaoMtr  tjrnc  cmi  if  Asiiv 
PardMh^  and  aMtb  of  (ha  Slata  sT  OMasiaa^  As  1^ 
siasippi  Tenitorj,  and  lor  otber  pnrpnaea,'  aai  A*  ^ 
cUraaaa  •ccHnpaDyiBB  tha  sawa,  h»  aot  ppkJ  w 
publidtad  aoUas  ditaatad  by  tha  PmnaeMl  ef  Ai  \:a- 
ted  Slalaa,  any  law  or  naaia  to  tlia  eoatraiy  bMh^ 


To  which  they  daaire  tb*  eoncnrraiei  of  tik 
House. 

The  said  naoUHion  waa  nm.A  Uic  Stat  aad  saa- 
ofld  time. 

A  taoiion  was  made  by  Mr.  d^trntcr,  rbat  ik 
wJd  resotution  b«  conmitted  to  a  OoMiii»e  «f 
[be  «bole  Hooaa ;  aad  tbe  quaalioii  bcrag  lafaa 
tbereoB,  k  waa  determined  in  tbe  oegs^ve. 

A  mMlan  was  made  by  Mr.  Bub,  t»aseal  the 
•aid  rvsolntiea  by  iitikiiw  oat  tkc  fint  vwd, 
"  resttlTed,"  and  iasett,  in  Irea  ihefcoC  ihe  woidt 
"  be  it  aaaeted  :"  and  the  qvesiiaa  bmsg  taka 
thareoB,  it  Wat  reaolved  in  tbe  kSmatire. 

Aaotber motion WBB made  bf  Mr.BnB,Auiber 
to  amend  tbe  said  rcsolutioa,  bf  inartiag,  tftat 
the  wor4  "that,"  in  the  third  line,  the  woida 
"  this  Mt  and ;"  and  the  aaeatioa  bang  takn 
thereon,  it  waa  leaolvcd  in  tbe  affinncure. 

A  motion  waa  made  by  Mr.  Jobim«m,  fatthR 
to  amead  the  said  leaolutioo,  by  tnaefiw?,  afis 
the  w«id  "pobllshed,"  in  tbe  tenth  Um,  ibeidt- 
lowiag:  "until  the  etid  of  ittii  aext  sessoM  af 
Caagreas ;"  and  the  queitton  ihetcoe  bai^  takea 
by  feat  and  nays,  and  a  qoorvm,  eaasistiDg  •(  a 
majority  of  tha  whole'  House,  not  beug  prcscid, 
tbe  quenion  waa  aei  deiemiMied. 

The  ycasBod  itay(,aa  demanded  bj  one-CM 
of  the  members  prcaeot,  aie  as  foUdira : 

YaAa^Lenutel  J.  Alatoe,  David  Bard,  Wil- 
liam T.  Barry,  'William  W.  Bibb,  Willwin  L 
BtirwaU,  WilHam  Builer,  himh  Calkoaa.  Mat- 
thew Clay,  James  Cochran,  WillLua  Crawfoid, 
John  Dawson,  John  W.  Bppea,  William  Findler, 
BarziHai  Gannett,  Gideon  GaTdarer.DaTM  3.  Of 
Und,ThomasGbolson,Pe(eTaaa  Q«adwya.Jaaea 
Holland,  Jacob  Hafty,  Walter  Joaea,  Jokm  Lot*, 
AlexAndef  UcEim,  William  UeCialey,  Johk 
Monigoroery,  Nieholaa  R.Moore,  Thawat  Moore, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Thomas  NewbsU,  Tbomas 
Newton,  John  Rea  of  Penaay  Inaia,  3<Aa  BJMa 
of  Tennessee,  Saraoel  RioggoM,  Biaaina  Boot, 
EbeneserSage.LeaiuelBawyer.BbanneT  Seavo, 
Adam  Seyben,  Elamnel  Shaw, /aba  aaiilie,JoU 
Bnith,  Henry  Souihaid,  Uri  Tiaey. Charles  Tu- 
ner, jr.,  Robert  Weakley,  Baben  WtutekilLaMl 


Blaisdell,  James  Breckenridge,  Charlea  G 
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lUS 


^^pfwfwntoi  jvwH* 


»ag^,  Wiiriam  Hale.  Jonathan  H.  Rubtnrd 
tiehard  JaeksoA,  jr.,  JosFph  Lewis,  jr.,  Edward 
It.  L.o«  Livermore,  Wifliam  Milnor,  Timothy 
•iikio,jr.,  Eliaha  R. Potter,  Josiah  ftuincy,  John 
toss  Jobn  A  Hcudder,  Danirl  ShefiW,  John 
Sianlfjr.  L«wi«  B.  SlUTBr*,  Bmuel  Taggart. 
Nicholas  Van  Dfkt,  Arelibald  Van  Horn,  and 
Hz^kiel  Wbiimaa. 

Th«qiKaiioii  waaaKainlaknbf  yeaaand  ttara,' 
nd  rraoUed  id  the  affirmaiite — real  48,  aars  34, 
a  rullowx:- 

Ybab— LemiRl  J.  Alstan,  Willii  Ala  ion,  jr., 
Villiafi)Anderw>ii,Dai'idBflrd,Wit(iam  W.Bibb, 
Vdam  Bujrd,  William  Butler,  Jowph  Ctlhoan, 
lohn  Cloploa,  Jamea  Coehran,  William  Grawford. 
lichard  Codi,  John  Dawson,  Willfam  Findlcr, 
Sarzillai  Qanuett,  Gideon  Gardner,  DaHd  S. 
3arIaod,  Thomas'  Gbolaoo,  PfiFrioQ  Goodwyn, 
Tacob  Hufty,  Walter  Jnnra,  WllliBin  Kpnopd^, 
luhn  Lrfive,  AleHaOeTMeElm,  William  McRiir- 
er.  John  Montjo«ierjr,  Ntcholas  R.  Muore,  Jer- 
rmiah  Morrow,  Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  Thomas 
>f  ewbold,  Thomaa  Newton,  Peier  B,  Porter,  John 
Rea  of  PennaylTania,  John  Rhea  of  Tenneaiee, 
Kra&tua  Root,  Ebentzer  Baire,  John  A.  Scudd^r, 
Bbeoezer  Seater,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw, 
lohn  Bnaiiie,  Samuel  Smith,  John  Thomwon, 
Uti  Tracv,  Charles  Turin-r.jr.^bett  Weakley, 
Robert  Whiiehilt,  and  Robert  Wrizhc. 

Nays — Joieph  Allen,  Abljah  Bi^tilow,  Jimei 
Breckeartdge.  John  C.  Chamberlain,  John  Da- 
renport,  jr.,  William  Ely,  Jamea  Bmolt,  Barent 
Gardenier,  Charles  OoldsboroDsh,  Thomas  R. 
Gold,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Ha*eo.  Job- 
aiban  H.  Hubbard,  Ebenezer  Hnatineroa,  Rich- 
ard JacksoD,  jr.,  Joseph  Leivi*,  jr.,  Edward  Br. 
Loe  Livermorc.  Nathaniel  Mn con,  Joseph  Pi-ar- 
san,  Benjamin  Pickmao, Jr.,  Timothy  Pttftin.  jr., 
Eliiha  R.  Potter,  Josiahuuincy,  John  Rosa,  Dan- 
iel SneSey,  John  Stanley.  James  Stepheinon, 
LewisB.  StUTEea,SaniBelTsssan,Nlcbo!Bayan 
Drke,  Areliibald  Van  Horn,  Eillian  K.  Van  Rens- 
selaer, Bzekiel  Whilmaa.and  James  Wilson. 

And  the  qttesiioo  b«tng  lakenon  the rcMilniion 
as  amended,  i(  was  rpsolved  in  the  aiBrmaiire— 
yeasSg,  nayx  34,hs  followti: 

Yeab— -Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willia  AUlcn,  jr., 
William  ADderaoo,  David  Bard,  William  W. 
Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  William  Builer,  Joseph  Cal- 
houn, John  ClopioD.  Jaraea  Cochran,  William 
Crawrord,  Richard  Cotts,  John  Dawaoa.  John 
W.  Eppe*,  William  PindUy,  Banillai  Ganneii. 
QideoQ  Gardner,  Darid  B.  Garland,  Thoman 
Qhotaon,  Petprion  Goodwrn,  Jacob  Hoftv,  Wal- 
ter Jones,  William  Eennedy,John  Lovc,Aleian- 
der  McKim,  William  McKinley,  Samuel  L.  MiE- 
chUl,  John  Monigomery,  Nicholaa  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Onrdon  S. 
Mumrord,  Thomaa  Newboid,  Thomas  Newton, 
Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rea  of  PennsyUanta,  John 
Rbea  of  Tenneaaee,  Samuel  Ringgold,  Erasliis 
Root,  Ebenezer  Sage,  John  A.  Be  udder,  Ebenezer 
Searer,  Adam  Seyberl,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smi- 
lie,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Thonopion.nri  Tracy, 
Cbarlea  Tomer,  jr.,  Robert  Waakley,  Robert 
WtutehUl,  sad  Robert  Wt^ 


NiTa^J«aenh  Allen,  Ahijah  Bi|rlnw,  Jtimea 
Breckearidf^,  John  Campbell.  John  C.  Chamber- 
lain, John  Darenpori,  jr.,  William  Ely,  James 
Bnioit,  Charles  Gotdsboronah.  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Harm,  Jonathan  H. 
Habbard,  Richard  Jackson, Jr..  Herman  Knlek- 
erbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Edward  Si.  Loe  Lir- 
ermore,  Nathaniel  Macoa,  Joseph  Pearson, Ben- 
jamin Piakroaa,  jr.,  Timothy  Pitkvn,  jr.,  Etiaba. 
R.  Potter.  Josiab  ^Incy,  John  Rosa,  Daniel 
ShHiey,  Samuel  Smiih,  Jetio  Stanley,  Jamea 
Siepbenmn,  Le«is  B.  Siurares,  Benjamin  Tall- 
aiadge.  Nioholaa  Van  Dyke,ltiilian  K-  Van  Rena- 
tf  laer,  Eaekial  Whitman,  and  James  Wilson. 

OreUrwd,  Tkal  Mr.  MoNiaoMMir  and  Mt.  T. 
WooRi  be  8[ipoiDi«d  a  comroittea  lo  wait  on  iba 
Senate,  and  inforn  tbem  of  (.beagreement  of  thia 
House  10  ihetr  resoluiion,  with  ameDdmvnta;  in 
which  amaBdment  they  daiita  tbe-  eoaearrence  of 
Ibe  Seaaie. 

A  motion  -waa  made  kjr  Mr.  Sawnr^  that  tM 
Honsedoeotae  to  the  fMloarinKrcaoloiioD: 

ItaaafctJ,  nattke-la}metiaaefMan«T,inrela4aa 

dig  praeaadiag*  had  with  doaed  dooi%  dnriog  the 

Mont  •easton,  ba  lamorad,  and  that  the  aaorM  Jonnal 
bspohUahed: 

And  on  the  question  that  the  House  do  agree 
to  the  said  resoluiioa,  it  waa  determined  in  the 
neffaiire— yeas  40  nays6i,aa  follows; 

Yata— Joaeph  Allen,  Lemnel  J.  AlMon,  Willia 
Alt<toQJnD.,AbijahBi^elow,  James  Breckenridge,  , 
John  Campbell,  John  C.  Chamberlain,  Jamea 
Cochran,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  William  Ely, 
James  Bmott,  Barent  Gardenier,  Darid  S.  Gar- 
land, Charles  Ooldsborougb,  Tnomaa  R.  Gold, 
William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Jonai  ban  H. 
Hubbard,  Riehard  Jackson,  Jan..  Herman  Knick- 
erbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jao .  Edmrd  St.  Loe 
Lifermore,  Matthew  Lyon,  William  Milnor,  Jo- 
seph Pearson,  Beojamio  Pickman.  jun.,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  jun..  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Joilah  Q,uinoy, 
Daniel  ShrSey,  Riehard  Stan  ford,  John  Sianley^, 
Lewis  B.  Bturges,  Samuel  Ta^art,  Benjamin 
Tallmadse,  Nicholaa  Van  Dyke.  Archibald  Van 
Hum,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Eiekiel  Whit- 
man, and  James  Wilion. 

Natb— William  Anderaon,  William  W.  Bibb, 
Adam  Boyd,  William  A.  Barwell,  William  But- 
ler, Joseph  Calhoan,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clop- 
ton,  William  Cnwford,  Richard  Cutis,  John 
DawsoD,  John  W.  Eppes,  William  Findtey.  Bar- 
zillai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  Thomas  Ohol- 
son.  Peterson  Good  wvn,  Jacob  Hnfiy,  Richard 
M.'Johnson,  Wdlter  JonM,  William  Kennedy, 
John  Lore,  Alexander  McKim,  William  MeKia- 
ley,  Samuel  I<.Mitchill,John  Montgomery,  Nich- 
olas R.  Moore,  Thomaa  Muure,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
OurdOD  S.  Mumford.  Thomas  Newboid,  Thom- 
as Newton,  John  Nicholson,  Peter  B.  Porter, 
John  Rra  of  Pennaylrania,  John  Rhea  of  Ten- 
aeaitee,  Samuel  Rinnrald^raiiDs  RooL,EbenezeT 
Sage,  John  A.  Scudder,  KbentMr  Searer,  Adam 
Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  Samuel 
Smith,  John  Thompwn,'  Uri  Tracy,  Cnartet 
Tomer.  juo_  Ruben  Weakley,  Robert  White- 
hill,  antl  Robert  Wii|Iii. 
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Home  do  eome  to  (be  fotloiriog  reaoli 

Smohieiit  That  the  Journd  of  the  proceeding*  ef 
thie  Houee  on  the  teeolatien  oOeieii  thU  d>7,  to  renaTs 
Uu  iqjuBotion  of  Hcreej  in  releUiD  to  the  pioeeedingi 
bed  with  doead  doon,  dnrinf  the  pnaent  ttmioa,  be 
pnblidted. 

And  oa  the  queitioa  that  the  Houie  do  now 
proceed  to  the  eoniideratioD  of  the  *etd  reeola- 
tioo,  ii  wu  determined  in  (be  negaiire. 

The  dooni  were  ibeo  opened ;  and,  afler  lome 
time,  eloted  a^iiL 

A  coDfidendal  meKage  wm  receirad  Trom  the 
Senate,  ij  Mr.  Woktsixotoh  and  Mr.  Bavabd, 
two  members  of  that  body,  notifrtng  that  the 
Senate  had  concirred  in  the  amendmeDt*  of  the 
HooM  oT  Repreeentatifei  to  iheir  con  idea  tial 
rctoIutioB  of  this  day. 

Mr.  Gaklamd,  from  the  Joint  ComisilUe  for 
Enrolled  Billi,  reported  that  Ihey  bad  examined 
aa  eorolied  bill,  eoiilled  "An  aet  coii««-fli0K  <Ad 
act  to  enable  the  Preaident  of  the  Cniud  Biaiei, 
nailer  ceriaia  eoDtiogaaeiea,  id  lake 


the  cotiDtrf  lyiof  CMt  of  the  rittr  Pntt, 
apd  aouih  of  the  Slate  of  Qeorgiaud  ibe  U: 
■ippi  Terrilorf,  and  for  other  parpoeei;" 
(be  declaration  tccomp«n]riBg  the nBt,iiifU 
found  the  lame  to  be  trulr  eoroiltd;  Vbtn- 
opoD,  Mr.  Speakm  signed  the  uidhiU  utii 
declaruion  accoanpaoriiu  the  niie. 

Ordered.  Thftt  Mr.  Morrooviii  ui  Hr. 
QAaL,AMD  be  appointed  a  comnitlee  \t  iqniii 
the  Senate  therewith. 

A  meisage  was  receired  from  the  B(Wt,kr 
Mr.  CoTTa  and  Mr.  CutpauL,  two  mtsvnit 
thet  body,  DOtifyingthe  Hotue  thai  the  Frtil>il 
of  the  Uoited  Slate*  bad  apptarcd  ui  sptLt 
eoofideoiial  bill,  paased  ihii  dar.eiiiiled'liic: 
coacernlDg'Aaact  to  enable  the  Fte>idMi)(^ 
United  Slates,  nnder  eetiain  eOBUatm»,i> 
take  possession  of  the  counlrf  lying  But  d  lie 
river  Perdtdo,  and  aouth  of  the  Suie  tKkufl 
RD,d  the  Misiisiipp!  Territorjr,  and  fvothrpo- 
posei,"  and  the  declaraiMn  ■ccaspu;<i{  ^ 
same. 

Ordtrtd,  That  the  doors  be  no*  ofaei 
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[  THIRD  8E8BI0N.] 


I  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

i[Canununtc*ted  to  CongreM,  D«e«mbcr  S,  1810;  tmi 

JBI1IUT7  IS,  mnd  Fabrouj  IS,  I8L1.J 
TV  the  Senatt  and  lfou»e  ef 

AjirtttMatfMt  af  lite  UtUid  auOm, 
I  traanmit  to  CungrMS  eopin  or  a  letter  from 
the  HtDif  ler  Plenlpotentiarf  ortEie  Unt'ed  Slates 
at  London,  lo  ibe  Becreurf  of  State;  asd  ofao- 
oth«-  from  tfa«  nme  to  the  British  Seeietarjr  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 

MM£8  HADISON. 
Febbsabt  is,  1811. 

To  the  Hotue  of  SnrttmlaHta  of  the  Vhiltd  Statu.- 
1  transmit  to  ihii  House  of  Represeataiivrs  a 

report  of  the  Secretary  of  Slate,  cotDplfid;  with 

their  retolutioa  of  the  IStb^inntant. 

JAUES  MADISON. 
FaBKOAliT  19, 1811. 

I  cMannDiealed  to 
1  of  the  third  t^uon  »f 
tha  ttavuilh  GoDgTM*,  and  bj  ManagM  of  tb«  ISth 
lsDaM7  and  IMt  Pabraur,  Itll.] 

BxtfMl~Mr.  tailh  to  Mn  nakn*;. 

D«p«iTMiKT  or  St  ITS, 
January  30, 1810. 
Ii  raj  iMtar  to  fon  of  ihe  Ilib  of  Noreinber, 
1800,  foa  were  aoiborized  to  ■s.-ore  the  BritiA 
OoTBrDDUFBt  that  tha  Doited  Stales  siaccrely  re- 
tiioed  the  dMire,  whiefa  they  hare  eoDstaatly  pro- 
fessed, to  faeititaie  a  frieo^y  aoctrmiiioduian  of 
mil  the  ezisiiDg difierencea  between  the  twoeoniH 
tries;  and  that  nothinff  would  be  more ai[re**hle 
to  them,  than  to  Sod  the  Baeeasaor-  of  Hr.  Jaefc- 
soik  invested  with  ell  the  aDihorlitei  neeeasary  for 
tha  seconiplMhiiig  of  so  desirable ao  erent;  aod, 
moreoTBf,  that  ir  ibe  attaiDmeat  or  this  object, 
ibroo^b  year  igeney,  shontd  be  considered  more 
■ipediiioas  or  otherwise  preferable,  it  would  be 
a  coarte  eaiirel*  Mtisfactory  to  the  Uaited 
Slates. 

I  am  D0welMTfed,1iy  the  President,  to  ira&siiiit 
t«  yoD  the  eiiclostd  letWT)  ftUbortsisff  you  to  re- 


stine  the  oEgotistions  with  ibe  British  Oovem- 
meat,  onder  ibe  full  power  Ibat  had  been  gitea 
severally  aod  jointly  to  you  and  Mr.  Monroe. 
And,  in  your  ditcussiuni  therein,  you  will  be  rrg- 
ulHted  by  the  intiruclions  bereiufore  given  lo  Mr. 
Monroe  and  yonrseir.  It  is,  hawrrer,  not  intend- 
ed that  you  should  commence  this  npftoiisiion 
unlit  the  rpquisite  saiisraclion  shall  hare  been 
made  in  ih«  ifiiiir  of  the  Chesapeske.  And.  in 
the  adjustment  of  Ibis  ctise,  yuu  will,  be  guided 
by  tbe  insiruciibns  which  you  hare  heretofore 
received  from  tbisDi^pertment  in  relation  to  it. 

It  is,  moreover,  denirsble,  ihat^reparatory  lo  ■ 
treaty  upon  all  the  points  of  diSerunce  between 
the  two  couniries,  an  arrangement  should  be 
made  for  the  rerocsiioo  of  ibe  Orders  in  Coan- 
Cil.  As  it  is  nneerlain  What  may  be  the  ultimata 
measnres  of  Congrns,  at  the  present  session,  it 
cannot  be  eipMied  that  the  President  can,  ai  this 
time,  stale  ihe  praciie  condition  to  be  annexed  to 
a  repeal  of  Ihe  Orders  in  Council.  Bui,  in  gen- 
eral, you  msy  assure  ihe  British  Oovernment  of 
bit  cordial  dLipa<ilion  lo  exercise  any  power  with 
which  he.  may  t>e  invested,  to  put  an  end  to  sett 
of  Conjireu  which  would  not  oe  resorted  to  but 
for  the  Orders  in  Couoeil,  and,  at  the  same  lime, 
of  his  determinaliou  tokeepibeminiiireeaKaiast 
France,  in  case  her  decrees  should  nol  also  be 
repe;^ed. 

[Enetosed  in  tha  tangmat  MUs.} 

DsPAaTH INT  OF  8t»tb, 
JanuoTTf  20,  1810. 

SiB :  The  President,  anxious  to  ailjusi  the  ei- 
isiing  differences  between  the  United  States  and 
Ireat  Britain,  and  deemiat  it  expedient  (o  make 
nothcr  eflbri  for  that  purpose,  hasgir^n  it  in 
charge  lo  me  to  insirucl  yuu  to  renew  nr([otia- 
tions  in  London,  under  the  commisHion  dated  the 
IStb  of  May,  1906,  authorizing  Mr.  Monroe  and 
yourself,  severally  ■«  well  as  jointly  "lo  treat 
with  (he  British  Oovernment,  rtlatire  lo  wrong* 
Bummilted  between  the  parlies  on  the  high  seas 
or  other  waters,  and  for  eitabtishing  the  prloci- 
plesof  narlgaiiua  and  commerce  between  them."  - 

I  bare  the  honor,  &«■  Bi  8UITH. 
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Mt.  Finkae;  to  Mr.  Smith. 

LoHDON,  February  19,  ISIO. 

Sm:  I  IT ceirrd  on  ibe  12ih  iDsiaar,  br  Mr. 
Powrll,  whom  I  had  lent  some  time  berore  lo 
FrxDnr,  ■  IriLer  frum  G«d.  ArmstToof ,  of  which 
■  copy  Ueoclo^ed  ;  Bud,  kerping  ia  view  the  ia- 
siructioni  coaiiiaed  in  Tout  leiter  to  tae  of  the 
llih  of  NoTember  la.ii,  I  have  wriiieo  to  Lord 
Wellt;»ley  to  iaqutre  whether  aojr,  aod,  if  any, 
what  biuckadea  of  Fraoce,  inRliliited  by  Oreat 
Britain  dorinit  the  pineni  war,  before  the  lit  of 
January,  1807,  are  understood  here  to  be  in  force. 
A  copy  of  my  letter  to  Lori  Wellealey  ia  «ii' 
eloaed. 

It  ia  not  improbable  that  this  official  inquiry 
will  produce  a  deglaratioo,  in  anawer  to  it,  that 
npoe  of  those  blockades  are  in  force  ;  and  I  should 

R resume  that  »uch  a  declaraiion  will  be  reesiTcd 
I  France  as  sub&ianiially  satisfying  the  condi- 
tion announced  to  me  by  General  Armitrons. 

lam  not  aware  that  this  Eubject  could  have 
been  brought  before  the  British  GoTerntnent  in 
any  other  form  than  that  which  I  hare  cboseo. 
It  would  noi,  I  ihink,  have  been  proper  to  have 
applied  fur  a  icTocalioD  of  the  blockades  in  ques- 
tiod,  (■!  least  before  it  is  Ofceriaineil  thai  ihey 
are  in  exisitucP,]  or  to  have  profeitsed,  io  my  let- 
ter to  Lord  WelWey,  to  found,  upon  General 
Armstroog'i  conima  licatron,  ray  inquiry  as  lo 
tbeir  actual  state.  I  have,  however,  supposed  it 
to  be  iodispenaable  (and  have  acted  accordingly) 
that  I  should  eiplntn  to  Lord  Wellesley  in  con- 
versation the  probability  afibrded,  by  Gen.  Arm- 
strong's letter,  that  a  declaration  by  this  Govern- 
ment, lo  the  eEfeci  above-meniioned,  would  be 
followed  by  (he  recall  of  the  Berlin  decree. 

I  cannot,  perhaps,  expect  to  receive  from  Lord 
Wellesley  an  answer  lo  my  letter  in  tLcne  to  head 
a  copy  by  the  John  Adami^  now  in  iheDawni 


at  Purtsmouih  ;  but  1  will  aeod  it  by  an  ^rlv  op- 

liiv,  and  will  tak«  care  that  General  Arm- 

Urong  snail  be  made  acquainted  with  it  without 


portUQi 


delay.    1  have  the  honor  lo  be.&c. 

WM.  PIHKNET. 

'Makcb23,  1810. 
P.  S.  Since  the  writing  of  tbis  leiter  Lord 
Wellei-ley  has  sent  me  the  answer,  (of  the  2d 
inKiant.)  of  which  a  copy  is  now  enclosed.  It 
was  not  satHtfacMry,  and  I  pointed  outiit  deS- 
eioociM  to  Lord  Wellesley  in  conversation,  and 

Iiropoacd  to  him  that  I  should  write  him  another 
eiier  requesting  expJanatiotls.  He  assented  to 
this  course,  and  I  have  wriireo  him  ibe  latter  of 
the  7ih  Instant,  of  which  also  a  copy  it  enclosed. 
His  reply  has  been  promised  very  fiequeotlyj  boi 
has  not  yet  been  received.  I  have  reason  to  ex- 
pect that  it  will  be  sufficient,  but  I  cannot  think 
of  detaining  the  eorvelteany  louger.  The  Btil- 
ish  packet  will  furnish  me  witb  an  opporluoitv  of 
forwarding  it  to  you,  and  I  will  send  Mr.  Lee 
with  il  10  Paris,  by  ilie  way  of  Morlaix. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  oc. 

WM.  PINKNBY. 
Hod.  R.  Shitb,  Ac. 


{BndoMd  ia  d 

From  Ganeral  Amutmnf  t«  Hr.  FUaa   | 

Paris,  ^naon  15 :'.. 

Im:  A  letter  from  Mr.  ScerttariW.:. 

1st  of  December  last,  aade  it  mr  inj  l-  :" 

of  his  Kxcetleocy  the  Dukeof  Cadrnvtic 

the  eooditionson  vrbicb  HUMijfstyikb 

ror  would  aunnl  bis  decree,  eonniMlf  n^.- 

Berlin  decree;  and  whether,  if  GkniB'.' 

vok«d  her  Mookadea  of  a  dau  tnum  s 

decree,  HisMaintT  wonld  cooceiiuxni 

said  decree  1    To  these  qaetiiooi  I  kinu  - 

received  tfa<  ftAiowixng  aaawcr,  wbietliR 

comey  to  yoD  by  a  special  meneagH: 

Anbwbb. — 'The  only  eondiiioa  n^. 
1  be  revocation,  by  Hii  Majesty  ibeEa^ 
ibe  decree  of  Berlin  will  oa,a  preiKUT. 
ioo  by  the  British  Ooveromeat  of  ba  ki.- 
if  France,  or  part  of  France,  (tocb  »  m :: 
the  Elbe  to  Brest,  &C.,)  of  a  dale  nmi--  - 
of  th«  aforesaid  decree." 

I  hart  the  ItontM-  to  be,  Ac 

,  JOHN  ARMST^K 
Wn-  PiNKNET,  Esq.,  4ee. 

Mk  FbAB*7  to  [>otd  W«Wt 

GlIBAT  Ct»BBWIU.whO 

#WrMjli>^ 
HrL«ti>:  In  parauaaee  of  lit  ir» - 
which  I  had  tbt  honor  »  give  tn  jm™' 
a  few  days  ago,  1  beg  to  trosble  ji»W«| 
with  ao  inquiry  whether  any,  Md,^"'^ 
blockades  of  France,  imiilnied  6y  C*W* 
daring  the  present  war,  bafore  ihelikl** 
uary,  1607,  are  understaod  by  His  tM^u* 
ernoiant  to  b«  iu  force  7  I  am  dm  Mt» 
enl  to  specify  more  than  one  of  lbtb«i»^ 
which  ihii  inquiry  applien,  namdj,*^'^ 
the  BUM  la  Brwi,  declared  in  Msj,  iSi^' 
lerward  limited  and  modiacd  i  tmtltliMl/^ 
obliged  to  your  Lordahip  for  preew  "»*- 
as  to  the  whole. 
I  have  the  hbno^  to  b«.  ftc.         _..»< 

Tie  Mal^Dif  WellUlgit,  £c. 

Lvi  WoUmI^  »  Mr.  fUbti-  ^ 
FaaatoN  Ornoa,  *«'^'!f, 

Sta:  I  kave  the  honor  to  ackaoah?''" 
eeipt  of  yoar  kdib  of  the  15ih  ol""*  "jj 
yuu  reaiest  to  be  informed  wheiu'  **!<  ^ 
any,  what  blookadea  of  PraaM,  i»<^^ 
Graat  Briiaio,  during  the  pf«»aBi '"; 'Tg, 
Ui  day  of  Jaauary,  1807,  are  oa^JI^^ 
Uajnty'a  GorermneBi  to  ^ '' ^Lg^ 
now  the  boooi  t»  acqiuint  yw  ^„g^ 
rivara,  and  pons,  from  the  rivet  ^jj,,^ 
both  incittiive,  were  notified  w  '><*Tc_^ 
strictiooa  of  blockade,  with  wtim  "T^ 
on  the  I6ih  of  May,  1806-,  aod  '^"J^^dfi 
tioBs  wera  afWwardi  compreheawo  IL 
of  Counoilof  the  7ih  of  J«iu«ril*"' 
order  is  «iiU  in  futoe. 

I  hava  the  honor  to  be, **--,«iiMLB^ 

Wm.  Pibkmbt,  Eaq,  A«. 
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Ml.  PIliktMy  to  Lord  •WrittOtj. 

Great  Cdmberlikd  Place, 
^arcA  7, 1810. 
Mt  Lord;    I  htre  hid  the  honor  to  recei'  , 

Jour  LordshJp'i  RQswer  of  the  2d  iastaoL  lo  my 
eiier  of  the  15th  of  last  ntnnth,  coneeraing  ibe 
blockades  of  France,  insliiaied  hj  Qreat  Britain, 
duriofr  the  present  war,  be/ore  ihe  lit  day  of  Jatt- 
asry;,  1807. 

I  infer,  from  that  aaswer,  that  the  blockade, 
notified  by  Qreai  Britain  fo  May,  1806.  from  the 
Elbe  to  Sreil,  i«  not  itself  io  force,  and  that  the 
reslrictioDt  which  it  established  real  altogether,: 
far  as  such  restrictions  exist  at  this  litn«,  unon  e 
order  or  Orders  in  Council  issaed  since  the  1 
aav  of  January,  1807. 

1  infer,  also,  either  that  no  other  bloelcade  of 
Prance  was  ineiitaied  by  Qreat  Britain  durini; 
;he  period  aboTe-mebtioned.  or  that,  if  any  other 
nras  initi  tutcd  daring  that  period,  it  is  not  now  in 

May  I  beg  your  Lordship  to  da  me  the  honor 
to  iDfurm  me  whether  these  inferences  are  cor- 
rect, and,  if  incorrect,  in  what  respects  ibey 
are  so  7    1  bare  the  bonor  to  be,  &.c. 

Wlki.PlNK:NEY. 

The  Uasams  of  Weli.ibi,bt,  4^. 

Mi.'Piiikne;  la  Mr.  SmitL 

LoNDOK,  February  23,  I8J0, 
Sin:  I  hare  the  honor  to  tnDsmit,  enclosed, 
a  copy  of  a  notification  of  the  blockade  of  the 
"coast  aod  porta  of  Spain,  from  Qijon  to  the 
French  territory,"  received  from  Lord  Wellea- 
ley  two  days  ago.  t  have  not  yet  giren  any  an- 
swer to  tbis  eommuaicatiDii,     I  hare,  &c. 

WM.  PINKNEY. 
Hod.  Robert  Skrra,  Ste. 

[Befened  to  in  Mr.  Piokiiey'B  latter  otf  Fabniai7  IS.] 
Lord  Welleriey  to  Mr.  PiBknaj. 
FoHeiQH  OmcE,  Fihruan/  20, 1810. 
The  undersigned.  His  Majesty *»  principal  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  Foreign  ASaira,  has  r.e- 
ceived  His  Majesty's  commands  to  inform  Mr. 
Pmkney,  Enroy  Bxiraordinary  and  Minister 
Pteoipoieniiar^  from  the  (Jolted  States  of  Amer- 
ce, that  theKiDg  has  jodged  it  expedient  lo  sig- 
nify his  eomtnands  to  the  Lords  Cummisslaners 
of  the  Admiralty  to  establish  a  strict  blockade  of 
the  coasts  and  ports  of  Spain,  from  Qljon  to  the 
French  territory,  which  will  be  maintained  and 
eDforcEd,  according  to  the  usages  of  war  acknow- 
ledged and  observed  in  similar  cases. 

Mr.  Pinkoey  is,  therefore,  requested  to  apprize" 
the  American  Consuls  and  merchants  residing 
in  England,  that  the  whole  of  the  Spanish  coaii 
above-men  I  j  on  ed  is,  and  must  be  considered  as, 
in  a  state  of  blockade  ;  and  that,  from  this  time,' 
all  the  measures,  authorized  bv  the  law  of  na- 
liooa  and  the  respective  treaties  between  His 
Hajeaty  and  the  difierent  neutral  Powers  will. 
be  ado|iied  and  executed  with  respect  to  vessels 
atiempiing  to  Tiolate  the  said  blockade  after  tbis 
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The  undersigned  requests  Mr.  Pinknejr  to  ac- 
cept the  assurances  of  his  high  con.ii deration. 
TVBLLESLEY. 
Wa.  Pikkubt,  Eiq.,  &c. 

Mr.  PEnknej  to  Mr.  SmiA. 

London,  March  31,  1810. 

eiR:  On  the  the  27th  of  Novembei,  Mr.  Brn- 
belt  delivered  to  me  your  letters  of  the  lltb, 
I4th,  and  23d  of  the  preceding  month,  and  on 
the  Saturday  followinz  I  bad  a  conference  with 
the  Marquis  of  Wetlesley.  ia  tbe  course  of  whtcb 
I  explained  to  him  fully  the  grounds  upon  whicb 
I  was  instructed  to  request  Mr.  Jackson's  imme- 
diate recall,  and  upon  which  the  official  inter- 
eourse  between  that  Minister  and  the  AmericRD 
Gbveroment  had  been  suspended. 

Lord  Welletley'a  reception  of  what  I  said  to 
bim  was  frank  and  friendly,  and  I  leA  bim  wiib 
a  persuasion  that  we  should  have  no  cause  to  be 
dissaiisQed  with  tbe  final  course  of  his  Oovern-' 
meni  On  the  (object  of  our  conference. 

We  agreed  in  opinion  thai  this  interview  conid 
only  be  introductory  to  a  more  formal  proceed- 
ing On  my  part ;  aod  it  was  accordingly  settled 
between  us  that  I  should  present  an  official  letter, 
to  the  effect  of  my  verbal  commuoication. 

Having  prejiared  such  a  letter,  I  carried  it  mr- 
self  to  Downine  street  a  few  days  afierwaiaa, 
and  accompanied  the  delivery  of  it  to  Lord  Wel- 
lesley,  with  some  explanatory  observations,  wlib 
which  it  is  not,  I  presume,  necessary  to  trouble 
you.  YoQ  will  Sod  a  copy  of  tbis  letter  enclosed, 
and  will  be  able  to  collect  from  it  the  substance 
of  the  greater  part  of  the  statements  and  lemarka 
which  1  thought  it  my  duty  to  make  in  the  con- 
versation above • ■• 


Alibough  1  t 


s  aware  that  the  answer  I 


'.™J 


letter  would  not  be  very  hastily  gtvea,  1  ceriaintf 
was  not  prepared  to  expect  the  delay  which  baa 
actually  occurred.  The  President  will  do  m« 
the  justice  to  believe,  that  I  have  used  every  ex- 
ertion, consiitenc  with  discretioti  and  the  naiurtt 
of  the  occasion,  to  shorten  that  delay,  which, 
though  not  ascribable,  as  I  persuade  myself,  to 
any  motive  unfriendly  or  tlistespectful  to  the 
United  States,  may,  i  am  sensible,  have  been 
productive  of  some  disadvanuge.  A  copy  of  the 
answer,  received  on  the  day  of  iu  dale,  is  enclised. 
"iiween  tbe  delivery  of  my  letter  and   tbe 

iM  of  the  repiv,  I  had  frequent  eonveraatioos 
with  Lord  Wellesley,  some  of  which  were  at  his 
own  request,  and  related  altogether  to  the  sub- 
ject of  my  letter.  The  rest  were  on  other  sub- 
jects ;  hut  Mr.  Jackson's  aBair  was  incidentally 
mentioned  in  all.  A  particular  account  of  what 
was  said  on  these  several  occasions  would  scarce- 
ly be  useful,  and  could  not  fail  to  be  tedious  It 
will,  perhaps,  be  sufficient  to  observe,  that,  al- 
thongh  these  conversations  were  less  satisfactory 

e  than  the  first,  there  was  alwaya  an  appar- 
._  joxiety  on  the  part  of  Lord  Wellesley  to  do 
what  was  conciliatory ;  and  that,  in  the  share 
which  I  took  io  Ihem,  I  was  governed  by  an 
opinion  that,  aliboogh  it  uiKht  become  my  duty 
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to  avoid,  wilti  mere  than  ordinary  eire,  all  ap- 
pearance of  my  bein^  a  parly  10  ibe  uliiroate  pro- 
ceeding or  the  Briiiih  GaTerDineDl  upon  mjr  offi- 
cial reprcsentaiioo,  ir  could  not  l>e  otherwise  iban 
proper,  in  anjr  tarn  which  the  affair  could  uke, 
ibii  I  ahoutd  afail  inrielf  of  every  nppormnlty 
of  briugiug  to  Lord  Welletley'a  mind  such  eon- 
•Iderations  as  were  catculeted  to  produce  ■  bene- 
fictal  iofluence  upon  (he  form  and  character  of 
that  proceeding.  In  what  light  the  Presidefll 
vill  view  the  course,  after  bo  much  deliberation, 
tkiiOovernment  bas  adopted,  it  would  tiot  be- 
come me  eren  to  conjecture.  If,  either  in  mao- 
Der  or  effect,  it  ihoatd  not  fulfil  hin  erpeciaiioni, 
I  iball  have  to  regret  that  ibe  tucocas  of  my 
humble  endeavora  to  make  it  what  it  ought  to 
be,  has  not  been  propotlioned  lo  my  zeal  and 
diligence. 

Of  my  letter  to  Lord  Welleiley  of  the  2d  of 
January,  I  have  very  little  to  My.  I  truit  it  will 
be  found  faithful  to  my  instructions ;  and  that, 
while  it  mainiaini  the  honor  of  my  GoTernment, 
it  doei  not  neglect  what  ia  due  to  conciliation. 

I  am  not  Kure  that  I  ought  to  have  quoted  in  it 
your  letter  lo  me  of  the  11th  of  November,  of 
which  the  aubjecl  ia  undoubtedly  given  in  the 
qnotatioD  from  your  suhjequrnt  letter  «f  the  83d 
of  the  same  month.  Put  I  taw  Ho  objection  to 
Kpeiition  of  the  just  and  amicable  ■entiraeni  ex 

Fireited  in  tbeie  quotations  j  and,  as  I  hud  been 
ndnced,  at  my  first  iuterview  with  Lord  Welles- 
ley,  to  read  to  his  Lnrdship  each  of  the  pasnges, 
1  felt  tbHl  I  was  in  some  sort  bound  to  the  inlro- 
duction  of  both  into  my  written  communication. 
My  Jetter  avoids  all  discussion,  and  ail  inviia- 
lion  to  discussion,  on  the  busineu  of  the  Cheu- 

Cke,  on  the  Orders  in  Couoeil,  and  on  oLbei 
_  ica  which  circumstances  have  eonnecled  with 
both.  It  docs  not,  however,  entirely  pass  them 
by;  but  contain*  such  reference*  to  them  as,  I  sup- 
posed, were  likely  to  be  useful.  I  feel  assared  that, 
10  tbia  respect,  1  have  acted  in  conformity  with 
(he  President's  intentioDa.  Indeed,  if  I  had  acted 
otherwise,  I  should  have  complicated  aod  em- 
barrassed ■  question  which  I  w&a  ordered  lo  aim- 
plify,  and  forced  into  corabination  the  peculiai 
difficulties  of  several  subjects,  lo  counteract  the 
wishes  of  ray  own  Oovernment  upon  each.  I 
ihould  have  done  so,  too,  without  inducemef  - 
for  I  bad  no  authority  to  make  aoy  demand  .. 
proposal  in  the  case*  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Or- 
ders in  Council,  or  lo  act  upon  any  proposal 
which  Lord  Welletley' might  be  inclined  to  make 
to  me  ;  and  it  was  perTectly  clear  that  these  aub- 
jecis  were  not  susceptible  of  anv  very  material 
written  illustrations  which  tbey  had  not  already 
leceived.  I  did  not,  however,  imagine  that  1 
was  to  make  no  uae  of  the  reflections  upon  these 
which  you  bad  furnished  in  your  letter  of  the 
33d  of  November.  I  was,  on  the  contrary,  con- 
vinced that  it  would  be  proper  to  suggest  them 
DccasionBlly  in  conversation,  with  a  view  to  dis- 
pose Lord  Wellesley, and,  through  him,  the  Biii- 
ish  Oovernment,  to  seek  such  fair  and  liberal 
adjnstmenta  wilb  us  u  would  once  more  make 
as  friends,    Accordinsly,  in  my  first  coofeieacej 


I  spoke  of  the  aBalr  of  tbe  Cheowtk  lod  ik 
Orders  in  Council,  and  cnncludtd  mTn^ 

lions,  which  did  not  lose  sight  of  TODiltung: 
tbe  23d  of  November,  by  eipreMig  i  wiili  ik 
Lord  Wellesley  would  allow  tat  sa  nilji^ 
t unity  of  a  free  communication  with  blminilai 
heads.  From  tbe  diapoaitioa  tiinai  biLri 
Wellesley,  in  the  notice  which  he  iDakoruist 
suggestions  and  of  that  wish,  Ivii  iDcMu 
hope  that  it  might  be  in  mypawttiauMfiLiu 
you,  by  the  return  of  the  corveiieiibsiiMr* 
Toy  would  be  charged,  as  the  saecHMiTUt. 
JacksuD,  with  instructions  adapted  lo  lkt;u- 
!  of  honorable  accommodation.  Kjlma 
Lordship  was  written  under  tkc  [ilimd 
this  hope,  and  concludes,  as  yoa  will  pn«n. 
wilb  u  strong  an  appeal  to  the  di^ii*  a 
which  it  rested, as  conld  with  propriEiihtaiiL 

I  recurred,  in  subsequent  eoDTiraiioiL  ■ 
often  as  occasion  presented  ilielf,io  ifei'iKl 
on  the  Chenpeake  and  to  the  OidmiDCooKiL 
It  soon  appeared,  however,  tbat  •  At*  £■"! 
would  not,  in  the  first  ins(aaGe,bt  mi  °«" 
replace  Mr.  Jackson,  and,  conMqoniIj,'ii«« 
arrangement  of  these  aubjeels  wu"*,'"  >■" 
mode,  to  be  eipeeied.  A  iprcitl ai»K n°" 
stilt  less  be  reiiorted  lo  j  and  it  n>  W  '''"J 
that  anproaehei  to  negoijsiioo  woulJ  l""^* 
through  a  CAaryrf (TJffairw.  IiTOsulllw^! 
poasi^e  that,  though  1  had  no  powW""!^ 
tiat*  and  conclude,  tbe  British  GmmMi'Bi^ 
not  be  disinclined  to  make  adianwiit''^''' 
or  that  Lord  Wellesley  would  loflo ■"»'"' 
understand  the  views  of  his  GoTeraaail,"™' 
alight  enable  you  lo  judge  upon  fkii«™  "« 
and  in  what  mode  arrangement  ww  \F""'^T 
This  was  possible,  though  not  '"IP™"; 
hut  it  finally  became  certain  tbii no  K"""?^ 
posal  »ould,  for  the  prea*olat  lel«,h^" 
Sslbrongh  any  channel,  and  ih"  L»^'S 
ley  woord  >o(  mmmit  biaasdf  ap"  ***? 
Kfwhiehlwiahed  him  lo  apwk, hn  tp" •«* 
jfeourae,  I  did  not  prMshim-  , 

It  only  remains  to  refer  yoaJotihtK^'T 
liment*  of  tbia  Govetnmenh  widi  '^''Tj 


tially  the 

tions }  and  to  add  that,  ■■ 

the  receipt  of  hia  letter,  bt  tM 


limeou  of  thii  Go.etDBeiih  wh"  ">*' ^if 
lure  D.ffoiiat[on,  to  the  coneladmi  P!^  r 
Lord  W.IWe,'.  fcuer  lo  m  i  •>«' " 'i; 

■■■  ■        -ith  ki.  .'™""!;L°£ 

.djn.r.h.  cu.  of  Ike  Cbn.iol',1"  '"'"^ 
ceed  without  deUf  to  considtriij;!"  .j,,,. 
.1  h»i  ool  .«ppo«<l  H.1  f^Ztt": 

to,  „,.;,..  .0,  oiho,  .h.o  *"";;,hi,i 

Mail  liofo,iCcordiQglir,gi«Ji;"'?J 
.  cop,  >.  oow  tntt..mi»<. J*f .snlsT 

Hon.  UoBsnT  SutTB,  iu- 

Mr.Pinknvl»I*'*'^"j,)f(. 
GhKAT  CtIMBEBL*MPW<!*.-Vy(,ffr» 
MtLobd:    In  theeo«rseiin«°rj„|rta 
pondence  which  bis  Utely  ««"  1*^ 
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the  8«er«i«rr  of  State  of  the  U«Ited  Stttn^  and 
Ur.  Jacktoa,  HiiMijesiy'sEaTojExtrBorilinarv 
and  MiniitN  Pteoipoteotiftrr  at  Wii!<hingtOQ,  it 
hoa  nnrortamtelf  bappeoed  tnat  Mr.  Jacksoa  hai 
made  it  oeeeirary  that  I  should  receive  the  com- 
mands oribe  Prnidept  to  requnt  his  reeal!,  and 
that,  ID  the  meao  time,  the  iniereourae  between 
that  Mini«ter  and  Ihc  American  GoTerameot 
a  ho  old  be  suajModed. 

I  am  qiiileiure,iiir  Lord,  that  I  ihall  best  eon- 
anlt  your  Lorabip's  lri8hea,and  the  respect  which 
I  owe  to  Hix  Majeity'i  OorerDmcDt.  by  execniiiig 
my  dmy  od  this  occasion  irtlh  perfect  simplicity 
and  fraokness.  My  i&structioDi,  too,  poiat  to 
thai  eoDrae  as  rtqaired  b^  the  honor  of  the  two 
Gorernmenis,  and  as  suited  >o  the  confidence 
wrhich  ihePresldent  eaiertaios  in  the  disposition 
of  Hia  Majealjr's  Qorernment  to  view  in  its  irae 
)i$;ht  the  sabject  to  which  they  relate.  With 
Buch  indoeemeott  to  eiclndi  froid  this  commu- 
nieaiion  everything  which  iit  not  iniimaiety  con- 
nected with  its  pnrpoae,  and,  mi  the  other  hand, 
(o  sat  forth,  wiib  candor  and  eipticitness,  the 
facia  and  coo tidtirat ions  which  really  belong  to 
the  ease,  I  should  be  nopardnnabte  if  I  fatif(oed 

J'oar  Lordship  wiib  unnecesnty  details,  or  af- 
ected  any  reserve. 

It  ia  known  to  yoar  Lordship  that  Mr.  Jackson 
arrived  in  Araerica,  as  the  saccessor  of  Mr.  Brs- 
kioe,  while  the  disappointment,  produced  by  the 
disavowal  of  the  arrangement  of  the  19th  of 
April,  was  yec  recent,  and  while  HOme  other 
eaases  of  dtssatlKfaetion,  which  had  beea  made 
to  associate  themselves  with  that  disappointment, 


marked  by  all  that  kindness  and  respect 
which  were  due  to  the  representative  of  a  Sov- 
«r«iffa,  with  whom  the  United  States  were  sia- 


Wbatever  were  the  hopes  which  Mr.  Jack- 
son's mission  had  inspired  of  satisfactory  eiplana- 
tians  and  adjuatments  upon  the  prominent  points 
of  difference  between  the  two  eountrieg.  they  cer- 
tainly wore  not  much  encourased  by  tne  coaCer- 
enees,  in  which,  as  far  as  be  thought  proper,  he 
opened  to  Mr.  Smith,  soon  after  his  arrival,  the  na- 
ture and  extent  of  his  powers  and  the  views  of  his 
QoveromenL  After  an  espFriment,  deemed  by 
the  Qoveroment  of  the  Oniied  Sutes  to  be  suffi- 
cient, it  appeared  that  these  conferences,  neces- 
sarily liable  to  misconception  and  want  of  pre- 
cision, were  not  likely  to  lead  to  any  practical 

Accordingly,  on  9th  ofOctober,  Mr.  Smith  ad- 
dressed a  letter  te  Mr.  Jackson,  in  which,  after  sia- 
tingihe  coarse  of  proceedingwhich  the  Amer- 
ican Qoveroment  bad  supposed  itself  entitled  to 
expect  from  him  with  regard  to  the  rejected  ar- 
rangement tod  the  maiif  ra  embraced  by  it,  after 
recapitolatiof;  what  Mr.  Smith  believed  to  have 
passed  in  their  recent  interviews  relative  to  those 
subjects,  he  intimated  that  ii  was  thought  expe- 
dient that  their  further  diseassions,  on  that  par- 
ticular ooeaaioB,  ahould  be  ia  writing. 


It  is  evident,  mv  Lord,  from  Mr.  Jackson's  r«- 
ply  of  the  Uth  of  the  same  month,  that  he  receiveil 
this  intimation  (which,  carefully  restrioted  a«  it 
was,  he  seems  to  have  been  willing  to  understand 
in  a  general  sease)  with  considerable  smsibility. 
Ha  speaks  of  it  ia  that  reply  as  being  without 
example  in  the  enoaU  of  diplomacy;  aa  a  step 
against  which  it  was  fit  to  enter  his  protest;  aa 
a  violation,  in  bis  person,  of  the  most  esMntiat 
rights  of  a  public  Minister;  as  a  new  difficult* 
thrown  In  the  way  of  a  restoration  of  a  thorougn 
good  understanding  between  the  two  countries, 

I  need  not  remaik  to  your  Lordship  that  noth- 
ing of  all  this  could,  with  propriety,  oe  said  of* 
proceeding,  in  itself  enilrel/  regular  and  Usual, 
required  by  Ibe  state  of  the  discussions  to  which 
only  it  was  to  be  applied,  and  proposed  in  a  man- 
ner perfectly  decorous  aad  uneiceptiooable.  The 
Government  of  the  Onited  States  had  expected 
from  Mr.  Jackson  an  explanation  of  the  grounds 
of  the  refusal,  on  the  part  of  his  Government,  to 
abide  by  Mr.  Erskine's  arrangement,  accompanied 
by  a  substitution  of  other  propositions.  It  had 
been  collected  from  Mr.  Jacksoo'i  conversations^ 
that  he  had  nopower  whatsoever  to  give  any  luelk 
eipUnfltioD ;  or,  in  the  business  of  the  Orders  in 
Council,  to  offer  any  anbstituie  fur  the  rejected 
agreement;  or,  in  the  affair  ol  the  Chesapeake, 
to  offer  any  substitute  that  could  be  accepted; 
and  it  nad  been  inferred,  from  the  sami-  conrer- 
saiions,  tliat,  even  if  the  American  Government 
should  propose  a  sobsiitute  for  that  part  of  the 
disavowed  adjustment  which  regarded  the  Ordera 
In  Canncil,  the  substitute  could  not  be  agreed  to, 
(if,  indeed,  Mr.  Jackson  bad  power  to  do  more 
thf  0  discuss  it,)  unless  it  should  distiactly  recog- 
nise conditions  which  had  already  been  declared 
to  be  wholly  inadmissible. 

To  what  valuable  end,  my  Lord,  loose  conm- 
eations,  having  in  view  either  no  definite  result, 
or  none  ibat  was  attainable,  could,  under  such  - 
circumstance*  and  upon  such  topics,  be  con tinued^ 
it  would  not  be  easy  to  discover;  and  I  thiak  I 
may  venture  to  aasiuna  that  the  subsequeot  writ- 
ten correspondence  baa  completely  shown  that 
they  could  not  have  been  otherwise  than  fruitleas, 
and  that  they  were  not  too  soon  abandoned  for 
that  formal  coarse  to  which,  from  the  beginning 
they  could  only  he  considered  as  preparatory. 

After  re  mo  ti  St  rating  against  the  wish  of  the 
American  Government  to  give  to  the  farther  dU- 
cassioDs  a  written  form,  Mr.  Jacksoh  dispose! 
himself  to  conform  to  it ;  and,  speaking  in  the 
same  letter  of  the  disavowal  of  the  arrangement  . 
of  April,  he  declares  that  be  was  not  provided 
with  instructions  to  explain  the  motives  of  ft ;  and 
he  aecras  to  intimate  that  explanation,  through 
him.  was  unnecessary,  not  only  because  it  bad  al- 
ready been  made  throogh  oiber  chaonels,  but  be- 
cause  the  Government  of  the  United  States  had 
entered  into  the  arrangement  with  a  knowledge 
"  that  it  could  only  lead  to  the  cooseqaences  that 
actually  followed."  In  the  conclusioo  of  the 
fourth  paragraph  of  the  letter,  he  informs  Mr. 
Smith  that  the  despatch  of  Mr.  Canning  to  Mr, 
Bnkinr, "  which  Mr.  Smith  had  made  ihe  baais 
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oftD  official  corrMpondrnee  wilh  tbe  Uticr  Mio- 
iiier,  «ii<I  which  had  been  rnd  to  the  Amrricin 
UiniBipr  Id  Lobdoo,"  wa*  (he  onlf  dopalch  bf 
which  ibe  eonditioni  weri!  pretcrlbed  to  Hr.Eri- 
kine  for  the  coociuaibo  of  an  arrangement  with 
the  United  Siat»  od  the  mallei:  to  which  it  r»- 
laied. 

Mr.  Smith*!  aniwer  to  tbia  letter  bearadale  the 
19lh  of  October;  and  I  be^  yot)r  LordEhip'n  per- 
nitsioo  to  introdoce  from  i[  the  followlag  quoia- 
tion:  "Tbe  tlreu  yon  have  laid  tipDU  what  jrou 
bare  been  pleased  to  iiaie  bt  the  lubuliiutioa  of 
the  teraia  Dnaily  agreed  on  [lO  the  arrangemeDt 
flf  April  on  the  Ordrri  in  CouQcil]  for  the  lennt 
firit  propored,  Thy  Mr.  Brvkioe,]  has  excited  do 
amall  degree  afsurpriEC.  'Ceriaio  Ii  ia,  that  your 
predeceator  did  preieni  for  my  eonsideraiioo  the 
aame  condition!  which  now  appear  in  thepreMol 
docomeal;  thai  be  was  diipoird  to  urge  ihem 
more  than  the  nature  oftwo  of  ihem  (both  palpa- 
bly inadniiatible,  and  one  more  iban  merely  inad- 
miuible)  Goutd  permit;  and  that,  on  6ciding  hia 
first  proposal  UDsucceMfuI,  tbe  more  reaionable 
termi,  com^rited  in  the  arrangement  reapeciing 
the  Orders  in  Counctl,  werr.  adopted.  And  wbal 
ia  there  to  coaDienaDce  (he  eonclution  you  hare 
drawn  in  favor  of  tbe  right  of  Hia  Britannia  Ma- 
jeaty  to  disarow  the  proceeding  1  Ii  anything 
more  common  in  public  negoiiationi  than  lo  be- 

5 in  with  ■  higher  demand,  and,  ibai  failing,  to 
esoend  to  ■  lower  1  To  have,  if  not  two  ■«(■  of 
inilrnciiona,  two  or  more  than  two  grades  of  pro- 
positions in  the  same  set  of  inttrueiions;  to  be^in 
wiib  what  ia  the  moat  deaitable,  and  to  end  with 
what  ia  found  lo  be  aJraiuible,  in  case  ibe  more 
deairable  should  not  be  aiiaiaable?  This  muat 
be  obvious  to  every  understand iog,  and  it  con- 
firmed by  universal  experience.  * 
"What  are  the  real  and   entire   insitaciion* 


or,  at  least,  that  he  believed  he  bad, sufficient  au- 
iboriiy  lo  conclude  the  arrangement,  his  forinal 
aaturinces  during  oor  discussions  were  such  as  to 
leave  no  room  for  doubt.  His  subsequent  letter, 
of  the  IStb  of  June,  renewing  his  a»urances  to 
me, '  that  tbe  leima  of  the  agreement  lo  happily 
concluded  by  the  recent  negoijatioD  will  be  strictly 
fulfilled  on  the  pan  of  His  Ma|etiy,'  is  an  evident 
isdicatioD  of  wtiat  his  persosMon  then  waa  as  to 
his  instruciioni.  And,  with  a  view  lo  show  what 
bis  impreasioDs  have  been,  even  since  ibe  disa- 
vowal, I  must  [akfl  ihe  liberiy  of  reterrini  you  to 
the  annexed  extracts  [nee  C]  from  his  official  let- 
ten  of  tbe  SlstorJulyandolihe  I4ib  of  August." 
"The  declaration,  'that  the  despaieb  from  Mr. 
Canning  to  Mr.  Erskine,  of  the  S3d  of  January, 
ia  (be  only  despatch  by  which  tbe  condiiions  were 
prescribed  to  Mr.  Erskine  for  tbe  conclusion  of 
an  arrangement  on  the  matter  to  which  it  relates,' 
it  now  for  the  6rst  time  made  to  this  Government. 
And  I  need  hardly  add,  thai,  if  ibat  d>  spatch  bad 
been  comniunicatrd  ai  the  time  of  the  arrange- 
ment, or  if  ii  had  been  made  known  that  the  pro- 
positions contained  in  it,  and  which  were  al  first, 
pKMnted  by  Mr.  Enkine,  were  ibe  only  oaea  on 


which  be  waa  aoibortzed  to  make  >■  awiiff 
enl,  Ibe  arrangenent  would  sot  bave  bna 
ade." 

I  suppose,  my  Lord,  that  it  wma  impamble  b 
ditclaim  for  the  American  GoTemnwot,  in  non 
precise  and  intelligible  laBgnage  than  ia  fMad  ia 
this  qnoiation,  all  knawledge  of  Mr.  Erakipeiia- 
itruetions.  incompatible  with  a  ainee 
and  juntiBsble  belief  that  he  waa,  as 
to  be,  fully  autborieed  to  make  tbe  _ 
which  he  undertook  to  pledge  tbe  Taiib  of  Qb  Ma- 
jesty's GoveUment.  Vet,  io  Mr.  JaeksaaHaeit 
letter  (of  the  23d  of  October)  to  Mr.  Bantk,  be 
aays ,  "  1  bave.  therefore,  no  heaitatioa  ia  ia(9n»- 
ing  you  that  Hit  Majesty  waa  pleased  u  dtHvow 
the  agreement  concluded  between  you  aaiUa. 
Erskioe,  becauae  it  was  in  TiolatioD  ttf  tbaipa- 
tieman's  instruc(iopa,aad  altogether  wttbont  a» 
thority  lo  subBcriba  to  the  terma  of  H.  Tbe«  ia- 
ttruciions,  Inow  undersiand  from  yoor  letter,  as 
well  as  from,  tbe  obvious  deduction  wbich  1  toak 
the  liberty  of  making  in  mine  of  ilie  llih  ianaa^ 
were,  ai  ibe  time,  in  aubataace  Biade  kaowa  la 
you.  Nu  stronger  il  lustra  lion,  ifaerefore,  eao  ha 
given  of  the  deviation  from  them  wbici  occanei^ 
than  by  a  reference  to  the  ternw  of  yoar  ifree- 

Your  Lordsbip  will  allow  ma  to  lake  fotgiuied, 
iba t  Ibis  pasnage ciddoi be miauoileniaud.  ludi- 
recl  and  erideal  icndency  is  to  faatea  apoe  ibe 
Guvernraeni  of  the  United  State*  aa  iwpaiaiioa 
most  injurious  to  its  konor  aod  wmeitf.  Tke 
charge,  that  il  had  all  along  beee  aahaaBtiallr 
apprized  ,bowever  it  mi^t  aSeei  to  be  igamaa<i 
of  the  instructions  which  Mr.  Brakiat's anangc- 
ment  were  said  to  have  violated,  hai  before  faem 
insinuated  ;  but  it  is  here  openly  made,  in  reply. 
too,  to  a  paper  in  which  tbe  aoatrarr  is  fbraaUy 
declared  ay  tbe  official  organ  of  tbe  Anericaa 
Crovernment 

This  bartb  accntatinn,  enhanced  by  ibe  tone 
of  the  letter  in  which  it  appeared,  waa  ia  all  re- 
spects as  exlraordinarv  as  it  was  oScaaiie.  It 
look  the  shape  of  an  iaferenee  from  facta  and  w- 
severaiions,  which  necessarily  led  to  tbe  opposiit 
conclusion.  It  was  preferred  as  an  aaswet  to  a 
claim  of  ezplanatioD,  which  Mr.  Jackaoa  pe- 
fessed  not  to  be  authorized  by  bit  Gorernmeat  U 
offer  ai  all,  but  wbtcb  be  chow  so  to  offer  fra« 
himself  as  to  convert  explanaiioa  inioiaaoli.  It 
was  advanced,  not  ooly  wiihont  proof  aad  againU 
proof,  hut  against  all  color  of  probability,  ft  eoaU 
scarcely  bave  been  advanced,  under  toy  eoevic- 
tion,  ibat  ii  was  necessary  to  tbe  case  wkkt  Mr. 
Jackson  was  td  maintain ;  for  His  Majesty^  Got- 
ernment  bad  disavowed  Mr.  Brxfciae'a  arrange- 
ment, according  lo  Mr.  Jackaoo'sowarepresenta> 
lions,  without  any  reference  ta  the  knowledge 
which  tbia  accusation  imputed  to  tbe  Qaver» 
ment  of  ibe  Uoited  States ;  and  il  need  not  bi 
slated,  that  no  allusion  whatMerev  waa  raadeia 
il  by  Mr.  Secretary  Canning,  In  those  infonDtl 
commanicaiions  to  me  which  Mr.  Jackson  ias 
mentioned.  It  was  not,  moreover,  to  bare  been 
expected  that,  in  the  apparent  state  of  Mr.  Jack- 
son's power^  and  in  tbe  actual  poatora  of  bia  na- 
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[Otiatian,  he  waulil  seek  [o  irriuce  where  he  ooold 
lot  arraD^fe,  and  Eharpeo  disappoiaiiacDi  by 
ludicJ  and  unprovoked  indigaiif. 

The  course  which  the  OorerDmeat  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  adopted  on  tliii  painful  occisioD  wai 
lucb  ai  at  ooce  demonsiraied  a  Diacere  respect 
'or  the  public  charactic  with  vrhich  Mr.JacbioD 
vas  inTesied,  and  a  due  leoae  of  its  own  dignity. 
\{r.  Jackson'i  conduct  bad  leAa  Teeble  hope  that 
luriber  ioiercoDrse  with  him,  uuproductiTe  of 
^od  as  il  nxusi  be,  might  still  be  reconcilable 
ffiih  Ibe  honor  of  tbe  American  Go  re  m  men  I. 
H  fair  opporiunity  was  iccordiaglv  presented  to 
ijm  orraakingilio,  b;  Mr.  Smith'a  letter  of  Ibe 
lit  or  Nayembet,  of  wnicb  I  beg  leave  to  insert 
he  RODctudiog  paragraph: 

"  I  absiai  D,  sir,  from  making  any  particular  as- 
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illusions  ia  four  leiter,  Dot  at  all  comporiiag 
vith  the  professed  dispoaiiioD  lo  adjust  in  ao  am- 
cable  manner  the  differences  unhappily  KUbsiittng 
Miween  ibe  iwo  couairiex.  But  il  would  be  im- 
proper to  conclude  the  few  obserrations  to  which 
[purposely  limitmyself,wi,tbontadTeriing  toyour 
lepetiiioD  of  a  language  implyinz  a  knowledge, 
on  the  part  of  ibis  Governmeai,  iliat  the  inil.ruc- 
tions  of  your  pred«oeBsar  did  not  authorize  the 
arrangement  formed  by  him.  After  the  explicit 
and  peremptory  aaxeretation  that  tbji  GoTern- 
mem  had  nosucb  knowledge, aud  [bat,  with  such 
kaowledge,  no  such  arrangement  would  have 
been  entered  into,  the  view  which  you  hare  again 
presented  of  Ibe  subject  makes  it  my  duly  to  ap- 
prize you  that  such  ioiinuations  are  inadmissible 
iri  tbe  intercourse  of  a  foreign  Minister  with  a 
Government  that  tinderslands  what  it  owes  to 

iiKir." 

WhaieTer  was  the  tense  in  which  Mr.  Jackson 
had  used  the  eiptessiona  lo  which  the  American 
GoTernment  took  exception,  be  was  now  aware  of 
tbe  wQsfl  in  which  tbey  were  understood;  and, 
coDtequenilv,  wa«  called  upon,  if  he  bad  been  mis- 
apprvhendea,  to  say  so.  Hts  expresaioiiB  conveyed 
an  injurious  meaoing,  supported,  moreover,  by 
the  coDtexi,  and  the  notice  taken  of  them  had  not 
exceeded  ibe  bounds  of  just  admonition.  Tobave 
eiplatoed  avav  even  an  imaginary  affront  would 
have  been  no  degredalioo  j  but  whet)  an  occastoo 
was  thus  oflered,  to  qualify  real'and  severe  impu- 
laiions  upon  Ibe  GorernmeDi  to  which  he  was 
accrediied,  it  could  scarcely  be  otherwise  than  a 
duty  to  take  immediate  advantage  of  il. 

Sucb,  hovvever,  was  not  Mr.  Jackson's  opinion 
He  preferred  aoiwttiog  the  appeal,  which  had 
iMcn  made  to  him,  by  reiterating  with  eggrava- 
lioDs  the  offensive  iusinnaiion.  He  says,  in  the 
UbI  paragraph  of  bis  letter  of  tbe  4ih  of  Novem- 
ber, to  hlr. Smith,  "Tou  will  find  that,  in  my  cor- 
respopdence  with  you,  1  have  carefully  avoided 
drawing  conclusions  that  did  not  necessarily  fol- 
low from  the  premises  advanced  by  me;  and  least 
of  all  should  I  think  of  utieting  an  insinuation 
where  I  was  unable  to  lubstaniiate  a  fact.  To 
facts,  such  as  I  ban  become  acqiainted  with 
them,  I  hare  scrupulonily  adhered.  Id  ao  doing, 
Imut  eoatioDe,  whenever  the  good  &ith  orHla 


Majesty's  Governmenl  is  called  in  question,  lo 
Tiodicate  bis  honor  and  di|;nily,.in  ibe  manner 
that  appears  to  me  best  calculated  for  that  pur- 


lotiger  be  productive' of  any  efferis  thai  were  not 
rather  lo  be  avoided  than  desired;  and  it  was 
plainly  impossible  that  it  should 'continue.  H* 
was,  iherelore,  infortned  by  Hr.  Smith,  in  a  Idler 
of  the  8ib  of  November,  which  reeapilulated  the 
iodocemenis  to  this  unavoidable  step,  thai  no  far- 
ther eommunicaiioas  would  be  received  from  him; 
that  the  necessity  of  ibis  determination  would, 
without  dela;,  be  made  known  (o  bis  Oorern- 
menl ;  and  that,  in  the  mean  lime^  a  ready  atten- 
tion wonid  be  given  to  any  eommunlcaiiops,  af- 
feeling  the  OAierests  of  the  two  nations,  through 
any  other  channel  that  might  he  subsiituted. 

The  President  has  been  pleased  to  direct  that 
I  should  make  known  this  necessity  to  His  Ma- 
jesty's Government,  and,  at  the  same  time,  reqneit 
that  Mr.  Jackson  be  recalled.  And  I  am  parlie- 
olarly  instructed  to  do  this  in  a  manner  that  will 
Ivave  no.  doubt  of  the  nndiminiahed  deaire  of  tbe 
United  States  to  unite  in  all  the  means  tbe  b«st 
calculated  to  establish  the  relations  of  the  twa 
countries  on  the  solid  fbundationh  of  justice,  of 
friendsbip,  and  of  mutoat  ioteiest.  I  am  far- 
ther particularly  instructed,  my  Li)rd,  to  make 
His  Hajesiy's  Gavernmect  sensible,  that,  in  re- 
quiring the  recall  of  Mr.  Jackson,  the  United 
Stales  wish  not  lo  be  understood  as  in  any  degree 
ubstroeting  communications,  which  may  lead  to 
a  friendly  accommodalioti;  bnt  that,  on  the  con- 
irary,  ihey  aincerely  retain  the  desire,  wbit^h  they 
have  eoQstanily  professed,  to  facili late  to  happy 
an  event,  and  that  nothing  will  be  more  asreeable 
to  them  than  to  find  Ibe  Minister  who  has  ren- 
dered himself  so  justly  obnoxioas,  replaced  by 
another,  who,  with  a  difTerenl  character,  may 
cirrjr  with  himall  ibeaniboriiiesand  insirnetioas 
requisite  for  the  complete  success  of  his  mission; 
or,  if  the  attainmeol  of  this  object,  throagh  my 
agency,  should  be  considered  more  expeditious 
or  otherwise  preferable,  that  it  will  be  a  course 
entirely  satisftctory  to  the  United  Slater. 
'  These  instructions,  which  I  lay  before  your 
Lordship  without  disffuite,  require  no  commeat. 

Before  I  conclude  this  tetter,  it  may  be  proper 
rery  shortly  lo  advert  to  two  eommooicatioos, 
receirrd  by  Mr.  Secretary  Smith  from  Mr.  Oak- 
ley, afier  the  correspondence  with  Mr.  Jacksos 
faao  ceased. 

The  first  of  these  communicationn  (of  which  I 
am  not  able  to  ascertain  the  date)  requested  a 
document,  having  the  effect  of  a  anecial  passport 
or  safeguard,  for  Mr.  Jackson  and  his  family,  dur- 
ing their  further  slay  in  tbe  United  States.  Thia 
application  was  regarded  as  somewhat  singular; 
but  tbe  document,  of  which  ihe  necessity  vnu 
not  perceived,  was  neveribeless  furnished.  The 
reasons  assigned  for  ihe  applicaiioo  excited  aome 
uirprise.  1  have  troubled  your  LonUhip,  in  torn- 
rersalion,  wiih  a  few  remarks  from  my  iDalrve- 
lioBS,  upon  one  of  those  reooes,  which  1  will  take 
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ibtWhtjij  U)  reptit.  Thf  MpK  io  querioB  tutM 
lliat  Ht.  JackKoa  "hul  ilrndy  been  once  most 
^o»l;  iotulifd  by  (be  iobabitiaii  of  Hampioa, 
\a  the  UDproToked  tanguage  ortbuiie  held  by  them 
10  Mrrral  officer*  brarjog  the  Kiog's  nDifoiin, 
wbeo  those  officer*  were  ihemselTei  assaulted 
and  put  JD  iDiniineDt  ilanger." 

I  am  given  to  uadeniiad,  lur  Lord,  ihat  the 
iotulibere  alluded  lo  wa*  for  the  firtl  lime  broughl 
andrr  the  notice  uf  the  American  GarerDmeat 
by  this  paper ;  (bal  it  bad.  indeed  been  amoDg  ibe 
rutnori  of  the  dtj,  that  some  anbecomiag  scene 
bad  taken  place  at  Hanptno  or  Norfolk,  between 
aoDie  officer*  belonaiog  to  ihe  Afrieaine  frisale 
■ad  nme  of  the  iobabitanii,  and  that  it  look  it* 
Tiie  in  the  indiscretion  of  the  formeri  that,  do  at' 
tcntion  to  ibe  eircumstance  haTing  been  called 
for,  and  no  inquirv  haTing  been  made,  the  truth 
of  Ibe  case  i*  unknown;  but  tbat  it  nerer 
■nppoted  thai  Mr.  Jackson  hianrlf,  who  wi 
board  the  fiigale,  had  been  pertonally  iniD 
nor  i*  it  yet  underitood  in  what  way  he  suppoae* 
that  be  wa*  *o.  latn  aoihorized  to  add,  tbttany 
eomplaint  or  repreteotalion  on  the  lubject  would 
iliitaDtly  bare  received  every  proper  attention. 

The  other  commuaicalion — of  which  the  eqIh 
atuiee  wasaooo  afterward*  published  tothe  Atner- 
ieui  people  in  the  form  of  a  circular  letter  from 
Mr.  Jackioit  to  the  Briti*b  Con*uU  in  the  Untied 
State*— teem*  to  have  been  intended  as  a  jgiiifi- 
caiioa  of  hi*  conduct,  in  that  part  of  his  corte- 
apondeace  which  had  given  umbrage  to  the  Amer 
icau  aovernmeot.  This  paper  (Iraaring  date  the 
13tb  November)  i*  not  very  explicit ;  bu  t  h  would 
tppear  to  he  oaleuUted  to  give  rather  a  new  form 
to  the  atatement*,  which  Mr.  Jackson  bad  suffered 
ihe  Oovernment  of  the  United  Slate*  lo  view  in 
uioiher  light,  until  ii  bad  no  choice  but  to  act 
upon  the  obTiou*  and  natural  interpretation  of 
them  sanctioned  by  himself. 

It  wu  never  objected  to  Mr.  JacksoB,  (a*  ibL 
paper  eeems  to  sa^eit^)  that  be  hid  stated  thai 
.  the  three  ptopoiilion*  in  Mr.  Erskioe'*  original 
instruciionsweresubmilted  to  Mr.  Smith  by  (bat 
genileman;  or  that  he  had  stated  it  a*  made  known 
to  bim  b^  Mr.  Canning,  that  ibe  initruciion  to 
Ur.  Erskme,  containiiig  those  three  eoodiiiona, 
VH  the  only  one  from  which  bis  authority  was 
derived, for  the  conetuaionof  an  arnitgemeQi  on 
the  matter  lb  which  ii  related. 
.  The  objection  war,  thai  he  had  ascribed  to  the 
American  Oovernment  a  knowledge  that  the  pro- 
positions tubmiited  to  it*  consideration  by  Mi. 
Enkioe  were  indispensable  condition^  and  that 
he  did  to  even  after  Uiat  knowledge  bad  been  dis- 
tinctly disclaimed^  and  he  baJd  been  maile  to  per- 
ceive tbat  a  repetition  of  the  allwation  could  not 
be  suffered. 

I  williiu[ly  leave  your  Lordship  to  judge  whe- 
ther Mr.  Jackson's  cotresjiondence  will  bear  any 
other  consiruciion  than  it  is  fact  received  ',  and 
vbeiher,  suppo*ing  it  to  have  been  erroneously 
eonstroed,  bis  leiier  of  the  4[h  November  should 
not  bare  corrected  the  miaiakB,  instead  of  con- 
flimiog  and  eaiablishing  iL 

As  >a  exploMfton,  tbia  paper  wu  even  worse 


than  nothing.  It  had  not  tbe  spparuec^a 
attempt  to  rectify  roiiapprebeDMOii.  Iinii;liit 
,  pnt  the  American  Qoremmcni  inlhevicitf.lj 
anomiog  that  what  had  given  so  nnch  nnbnji 
ought  not  to  have  given  any.  Ii  impmri it 
proach  rather  than  eiplaDation.  Iitr[«Hiif 
eight  ibe  real  offence,  and,  iairodattngtind 
insufficient  one  in  its  pi* ce, seemed  to  dixJwH 
other  wish  than  to  withdriw  CTam  theCtrfn- 
meniof  the  Untied  Slates  ibe  g:roDiidDpsrid 
it  had  proceeded.  Its  apparent  par[)OEe,iii'B^ 
was  to  fix  a  charge  of  injaiiiee  npoailiwt- 
not  to  produce  a  beneSctal  effcei  upon  [IkIam. 
lo  this  view,  and  in  this  only,  it  wti  ptfUy 
consistent  tbat  it  should  aonoiiBM  Mi.JtdiaH 
deiemiBaiion  to  retire  to  New  Totk.  ' 

The  time  when  tbi*  paper  wsi  protDUivI 
not  have  escaped  yonr  Lordship's  obMrriiM'  b 
followed  the  demand,  already  mtniiciDtdyia^ 

Saard  for  "Mr.  Jackson,  bis  rimilTiUil ''','* 
emeo  attached  to  his  mmion"— «d(iMiJ»iijk 
cannot  be  regarded^»pecially  if  »(lwl'"* 
inducemeots  lo  which  it  wu  KfemJ,»(iii« 
coociliatoiy  or  respectruj.  It  follow^,  Inx  w 
letter  of  the  4ib  November,  whicb,Wn(A»- 
lion  been  intended,  ought  undoiibufi  u  m 
contained  it;  but  which,  in  lien  of  u,(iiMiirf 
fresh matlerofproTocatioD.  IiiriiiwItMevM 
by  the  publicalion  of  its  own  tobwiwiii"- 
tber  garb.  On  the  very  day  of  in  iii^»«"  ~] 
Jackson,  if  he  meant  it  a>  an  wpliMiw.  w« 
not  be  justified  in  concluding:  iliiiiiv«M"' 
be  satisfactory,  il  was  moulded  bji*'''""' 
circular  address  to  which  I  h.«  iprfw  tlW- 
■od  immediate  step*  appear  to  IiimIiW'" 
to  give  loitjinibal  shape,  the ulniOM[«blKiiT- 
I  have  no  wish,  my  Lord,  to  ii>»l',"T^i 
rvmark*  upon  that  proceeding.  Ii"'!"?',™^ 
led  that  it  was  a  great  irregultnlri  •"«  ""^ 
Mr-  Jackson  had  been  parlieglarlrMH™''"™ 
every  avenue  to  recoociliaiioo  W'*'*','''*,.,. 
ican  Goveroment  and  bioiiel^ lie  «««»''*" 
fallen  upon  a  better  Mpedieni.  ^^ 

I  havrnow  only  lo  add,  mj  LonJ,  ibt  np» 
sion  of  my  -wa  most  ardeit  wV  tin  «'  °«^ 
incident  which  has  produced  il"' ''""' 'j"^, 
sion  may  be  made  lo  "ri«e,  »lii«'')  ""P""l"- 
oughl  to  be.  and  I  trust  will  br,  bj  w  ""l^^ 
Government*,  may  conduct  IbemWicwJil'* 

lasting  friendship.  Thus  lo  W<ln"'  X" 
good  out  of  evil,  would  be  worthrofli''^^ 
two  nation*  thai  are  only  in  iheir  "WiT  j. 
when  they  are  engaged 'in  offic»'^"°'^,| 
ness,  and  largely  conlribotiBg  to  A'  P^^f^"' 
and  happiness  or  each  othtr.  ^j^  jun. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  *''■ '".''!joWh- 
lideration,  my  Lord,  your  Lordriuf*"'"'' 

""''""""•  ■"™''WILLUH««S'"'^- 
The  MABttcia  op  Wbllmi"' 

FouioK  Ornci,  *«*"•„«. 
Si»;  Th.  le.l«  wliA ■'■',' uSflt 
cdfe  irom  jroo,  suite  i*uo[  at  w 
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JtOatioiu  with  Great  Britain. 


JiJUff. 

TncMvenlconfcreneetwhichl  bireheld  wltb 

Son  mpecltng  the  tranHGiiom  to  which  jrour 
iller  refcTS,  hare,  I  Iruat,  ralisfied  you  Ihit  it  is 
ibc  siseere  dnirt  of  Hii  Majestv's  OoTerument, 
OD  the  ptetent  oecatioD,  lo  aToid  any  discQsiion 
which  might  obslruei  the  renawal  of  amicible 
iotrrcaurM  betWetn  the  tvo  coUDlr[C«. 

Th«  eorrespondeoee  between  Mr.  Jackion  and 
Mr.  Smith  hai  been  tubmitled  to  Hia  Majesty'* 
consideration. 

His  Majesty  haa  commanded  nie  to  espreas  hia 
coDcern  Ibat  ibe  official  coramOBicalion  between 
Hia  Majeity't  Minister  in  Ameriea  and  the  Oov- 
erDment  of  ibe  United  State*  ibonid  have  been 
raierrnpted  before  it  wai  ponible  for  bis  Majeaifj 
b]r  any  internoaition  uf  his  aDthotity,  to  manifeM 
Ilia  invariable  diaposiiion  to  maintain  the  rela- 
tions of  amity  with  the  Uoiled  Slates. 

lam  commaodedby  His  Majesty  to  inform  yon, 
that  I  have  received  froni  Mr.  Jaeksi 


pOEitive  aaaarancea  that  it  wax  not  his  purpose 

S've  ofience  to  the   Government  of  the  Utiiti 
Itttes  by  any  eipressiOD  contained  in  his  letters, 


The  expressions  and  condnct  of  His  Majesty's 

Mintsier  in  America  haviilff.  however,  appeared 

'  to  the  aovernment  of  the  United  States  to  be 

excepiionabk,tben«Qalcour9eiQ  such  eases  would 

'  bava  been  to  coorey,  in  the  firaf  instance,  to  Hia 

Majesty,  a  formal  con^laiot  against  his  Minii- 

ter,  and  to  desire  sneh  redress  as  might  be  deemed 

'  Bailable  to  the  natare  of  the  alleged  ofieaee. 

This  coarse  of  proceeding  woald  have  enabted 
His  Majesty  to  have  made  snch  arrangeraenlt,  or 
to  have  aftered  snch  seaaonaUc  explanations,  as 
might  have  preelnded  the  inconvenience  wbieh 
must  alwBjrs  arine  from  the  suspension  of  official 
Gommuoication  between  friendly  Powers. 

Hia  Majesty,  however,  is  always  disposed  to  pay 
the  utmost  Kiteotkin  to  the  wial)<a  ana  sehtiments 
of  Slates  in  amity  with  bim ;  and  he  has,  there- 
fore,been  pleasedlodirect  the  relom  of  Mr.  Jack- 
son to  England. 

Bnt  His  Majesty  has  not  marked  with  any 
expression  of  his  displeasnre  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
Jackson,  whose  integrity,  xeal,  and  ability,  have 
long  been  distinguished  in  His  Majesty's  service, 
aoifwho  does  not  appear, on  the  present  occution, 
to  have  committed  aity  intentional  offence  against 
the  aoveroment  of  the  United  States. 

t  ara  eommatided  to  inform  you  that  Mr.Jack> 
ton  is  ordered  to  deliver  over  the  charge  of  His 
Majesty^  affairs  in  America  to  a  person  properly 
qualified  to  carry  on  the  ordinary  intercourse  be- 
tween the  two  Qovenimenis,  which  His  Majesty 
is  sincerely  detiions  of  cultivating  on  the  most 
friendly  terms. 

As  an  additional  testimony  of  ihik  diaposition, 
lam  aoiborized  to  assure  yon  that  His  Majesty 
is  ready  to  receive,  with  sentiments  of  nodimln- 
Ished  aruiiy  and  good  will,  any  commnnicatioo 
which  the  QoverDroenl  of  the  United  States  mav 
deem  bencfieial  to -the  maiaal  inteteats  of  boib 


eonntries,  through  any  channel  of  negoliatiott 
wh  rch  may  appear  advantageous  to  that  Govern- 

I  request  you  will  accept  the  assurances  of  the 
high  consideration  with  which  1  bare  ibc  hopot 
to  be,  air,  your  most  obedient  and  humble  servaoL. 
WELLESLEY. 

Mr.  Viakntj  to  Lord  WeUoley. 
GrbaT  CoifBBtiLaHn  pLacs, 

March  17, 1810. 
Mt  Lobd;   I  have  had  the  honor  to  recejvtf 
yoar  Lordship's  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  in  reply- 
to  mine  of  the  2d  Jaanarr,  and  will  lose  no  lime 
in  transmitting  it  to  my  QovernmeaL 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

WILLIAM  PINKNEY. 
LoKD  Welleblbt,  Ac. 

Eitcact— Mr.  riaknoj  to  Mr.  Smith. 

LoNDoit,  March  37,  ISIO. 
.  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  Lord 
Wellesley's  reply  to  my  letter  of  the  7ih  iostaot, 
respecting  the  British  blockades  of  France  before 
[he  Berlin  decree. 

I  do  not  think  it  of  snch  a  nature  as  to  justify 
an  »peeiaiion  Ibat  General  Armstrong  will  be 
able  to  make  any  aie  of  it  at  Paris,  hut  I  shaU 
nevertheless  convey  to  bim  the  fiubatance  of  It 
without  delay. 

[Aefarred  to  in  Mr.  nnknaj's  laltai  of  Maieh  37.}- 
Lord  Wdlealej  to  Mr.  Pinkney. 

FttRXian  OrmcE,  MircA  S^  IMO. 

Six:  I  bare  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re^ 
ceipt  of  your  letter  of  the  7ib  iosiani,  reqireeting 
a  farther  explanation  of  my  letter  of  the  24,  cen- 
eeniingthebloekadesofFnnea  instituted  by  Great 
Britain  daring  the  pteaent  war,  before  the  1st  day 
of  Jannafy,  1607. 

The  blockade  notified  by  Great  Britain  in  May, 
1806,  has  never  been  formally  withdrawn.  Itcan- 
not,  tfaerefore,  be  aeenraiely  stated  thai  the  r»- 
suiciions  wbieh  it  established  rest  altogether  on 
the  Order  of  Council  of  the  7ih  January,  1807] 
iheyaie  comprehended  under  the  more  elteosive 
restrictions  of  that  order.  No  other  blockade  of 
the  ports  of  Prance  was  instituted  by  Great  Brit- 
ain between  ibe  16ih  Mav,  1B06,  and  the  7th  of 
January,  1807,  excepting  the  btoekade  of  Venice, 
iostituied  on  the'27ih  July,  1806,  which  is  still  in 
force. 

I  be^  you  to  accept  the  assnrDQces  of  high  coit- 
sidei^tion  with  whiah  I  have  Ibe  honor  lo  be,  sir, 
your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

WELLESLEY. 

Mr.  Pinkney  to  General  Arniitrong. 


ment  eoniaiaed  fn  my  letter  of  the  S7th  of  list 
month  wilt  enable  you  lo  obtain  the  recall  of  the 
Berlin  decree.  Certainly,  the  inference  from  iha 
atatemaot  is,  that  the  blockade  of  1600  ia  virta 
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ally  ai  in  rod,  being  mFr^  aail  compreheDdad 
in  an  Order  in  Council  laraed  after  ine  dait  of 
the  edict  of  Berlin.  1  ani,  however,  aboui  to  try 
to  oblain  a  ronnal  rerocaiion  of  that  blockade, 
and  of  ihat  of  Venice,  or  at  leatC  a  precite  derlar- 
atioD  that  they  are  not  in  force.  As  i(  will  not 
be  possible  to  oblain  eiiber  the  one  or  the  other 
Tcry  loon,  if  indeed  they  can  be  obtained  at  all, 
I  will  not  detain  Mr.  Lee,  but  will  send  you  ano- 
ther mraeDger  (Mr.  Craig,  of  PhiladeTphia)  in 
Ibecouree  of  three  or  foor  weeb,  with  the  mult 
of  ny  eodeavora.  Id  the  meaotime,  lacb  use  can 
beBia<ieof  mrcomiDuaicttioDof  Ibe27ib  ultimo 
la  ¥00  may  oeem  adviMble.  I  have  the  honor 
k>  be,  &«.  WILLIAM  PINKJ^BY. 

Mi.  Pinkne;  to  Mi.  &niU>. 

London.  April  S.  1810. 
Sta:  In  a  abort  letter  of  lhe2d  instant,  by  Mr. 
John  Wallace,  in  Ihe  Briiiib  packet,  I  had  the 
koaor  to  aeknowledm  the  receipt,  on  the  31pI  of 
last  month,  by  Dr.  Ltwan,  of  your  letters  of  the 
SOlh  Janoary  and  the  16th  February,  and  to  infoiiy 
you  that  I  had,  in  consequence,  an  appointment 
to  meet  Lord  Wellesley  on  the  3d. 

At  iba  interview  which  look  place  in  poTsU' 
■nee  of  that  appoiniment,  i  explained  to  Lord 
Wellesley  the  nature  of  the  powera  bow  confided 
to  me,  and,  at  far  as  was  necessary,  the  subjects 
to  which  (hey  related.  The  result  of  ihe  conver- 
aalioD  which  ensued  was  an  underscaedios  that 
ire  should  b^n  with  an  attempt  to  settle  the 
aAiroflbeCheiapeake;  and,  that  attempt  being 
aocceufnl,  that  we  should  proceed  to  eoosideT  next 
the  aobjecl  of  the  Orders  in  Coaneit ;  and  laitly. 
the  commercial  and  oiber  concerns  embraced  by 
theeommisaioD  oftS06,ta  Mr.  Monrof  and  myself, 
fa  conformily  with  this  underataoding,  it  wai 
agreed  that  I  should  immediately  follow  Dp  thi 
coDfereoce  with  a  note,  staling  ray  atiifaority  U 
adjust  with  the  Briiisb  OoTerameDt  the  case  of 
the  Chesapeake;  and  I  ba*eaceardiDgly  prepared 
and  sent  to  Lord  Wellesley  the  letter  «f  which  a 
copy  is  enclosed.  I  have  not  since  heard  from  hia 
Lonjsbip,  to  whom,  of  courae,  it  dow  heiooga  to 
nake  proposals. 

It  will  not,  I  trust,  be  thought  that  tnjr  letter, 
which  is  simply  an  official  notificaiio.nj  in  civil 
terms,  of  my  power  to  receive  and  act  upon  such 
•veriurei  as  thisOovernmeai  may  choose  to  make, 
goes  too  far.    I  have  the  honor  to  be.  dtc. 

WILLIAM  PINKNEY. 
P.  S.—Apil  9.    I  have  juit  received  from  Lord 
Wellesley  a  note,  of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed,  in- 
vitins  me  to  a  conference  on  Thorsday  next,  (the 
IStb,)  doubtless  on  the  affair  of  the  Chesapnlie. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  W.  P. 

[Referred  to  m  Mi.  Pinknej's  letter  of  ApiiJ  8,  IBIO.] 
Mi.  Finkney  to  Loid  WsUealey. 
COHBKBLAND  Pbtce,  {without  dotc.) 
Ht  Load:  I  hare  Ihe  honor  to  state  to  your 
Lordship,  in  conformily  with  my  verbal  explan- 
aiions  io  a  recent  coDrerencej  that  1  am  auihor- 
ized  to  atljwt  with  His  Migesiy's  Qovernment 


ibe  case  of  the  attack  oa  iba  Amricai  fiifai 
Chesapnke,  in  the  month,  of  Jnnt,lSOI,  l^ik 
"riiiih  ship  the  Leopard. 

It  will  give  me  sincere  (deasare  tt mmidik 
caie  with  your  Loidsbip  on  this  isteiwisfii^ 
jeci,  Id  such  manner  as  shall  be  thMgktlmnl- 
alaied  to  lead  to  a  fair  and  hoaotihlt  imiti- 
ocnt  of  it,  preparatory  to  the  restciniioB  o^  W 
lessand  oeneGcial  intercouise  bcl>NSlltln 
countries.    I  bare  the  hnaor  to  be.  dec 

WILLIAM  tWim. 


Loid  Wdleriej  to  Hi.  Kakat;. 
FoBBioN  Officb,  Aprils,  ISU 
The  Marquis  Wellealev  prcseaii  Liitoaili- 
meats  to  Mr.  Pinkaey.ana  will  brlu|ifTUiin 
the  honor  of  seeing  him  at  the  FonipOdaa 
Thursday  oeiE,  at  3  p.  m.,  if  tbat  iauMi 
suit  his  eoavenieDce. 

Hi.  nnkney  to  Mr.  arailk 

''  LoHDOR.ipn'MS"' 

Sta:  I  hare,  upon  full  reflwtiu,  its^" 
neeessary  Io  prepare  a  letter  to  Lod  WdiB»^i 
reciiiog  the  French  Minister's  oCciunuw^ 
to  General  Armstrong  of  ibe  eondilien*,"" 
the  Berlin  decree  would  be  reealW,iiJ  m* 
ipg  whether  there  exist*  any  objtBW»» 
pari  of  the  British  Oovemmeol  »*  w""'" 
(or  to  a  precise  declaration  that  ibn  '"J! 
longer  in  force)  of  the  blockade  UH  'fl 
anfof  Ibal  of  Venice,  especially  !*'*«»;,*' 
Ibe  answer  to  this  leiwr  (upon  wlwl™" 
conrerse  with  Lord  Wellesley  befwt  Wiwi^ 
will  not  probably  be  very  prompt,  1  !>■«.'•* 
mean  time,  sent  Mr.  I^e  to  Psrii.wiil'T' 
ters  loQeneral  Armsitong,  of  "*«' «**" 
enclosed.  I  have  the  honor  to  be.  •^■o 
,  WILLIAM  PlWHKl- 

Mr.  Piakney  to  GensrJ  Ai-wt 

L^wnoB.JprtlV'l 
Da«  Sta:  I  do  not  know  """T' TJW 
mem  coniained  in  ""y '""^  ?^,t3trS 
month  will  enable  you  W  obi«»  1^'  ^'"ii^ 
Berlin  decree.  CeJiainly  theicfar  «f^  J 
siaiement  is,  that  the  bi<x:^^' fj^S,,i^ 
ally  at  an  end,  being  """S^Lf^We  j^«  J 
in  ao  Order  in  Council,  issued  »«« ,Z,„w 
the  edict  of  Berlin.  I  "".."■"'VS^  W 
to  obtain  a  formal  revoctiioB  "' ';'  j„  jee- 
and  of  that  of  Venice,  or  »l  !«•' '  C  j,  .ill 
laration  that  they  are  nol  !«  "'^.^.w  the 
not  be  possibie  to  obtain  eiio"  '"[-obitisfJ 
olher  rery  soon  ("f,  '■"'"''l  'H'  "1^111  ""^ 
at  all)  1  will  not  deiala  Mr.  L«  "^  p|,ii,l4- 
you  another  messenger  (Mr.  ^'iZ-aU,"" 


1  tt>e  course  oi  lurc^- 
ill  of  my  endeavors.       L,-,,i((iref 
e  meantime  «uebu.pai'*^',„aif 
nicaiion  of  ll,e  BTih  ul""' "  '  fc 


in  Ibe  meantime  Kucu  <>•■  -:", 
cc.nimii.ic.imii  of  H*  S'l'  *"  „li, 
deem  .i.iablc.    1  tm  lb.  b»«  S.,1 
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Mr.  PiiAiMT  lo  Mr.  Swtfa. 

LoitnoH,  May  S,  1810. 
Sir:  I  had  xhr  honor  to  inform  ]roii-io  toy  l«C- 
ler  ofibe  9ih  of  last  month,  ttut  I  bad,  d]>oq  full 
nflectioD,  ihouffhi  it  neo^isaiy  to  prepare  •  letter 
to  Lord  Welletler,  reciting  ihe  French  Mioisier's 
official  ilatement  lo  Oeneral  Armsiroog  of  ihe 
,  eonditiona  on  whteli  (he  Berliii  decree  would  be 
recalled,  and  inquiring  wheiher  there  eijkts  any 
.  objeciion  on  the  part  of  the  Briiiih  OoverDinent 
'  10  a  revocation,  or  to  a  precise  declaration  that 
ther  are  no  longer  in  force,  of  the  blockade  of 
I  M«r,  1806,  and  that  of  Teoice,  »*peciallr  the 
former. 
i  have  now  the  bobor  to  trantmit  a  eop^  of  the 
'  letter  which,  in  pnranance  of  that  deterffliaation, 
'  I  have  juit  tent  lo  Lord  Wetinlef.  I  am  not 
'  aUe  tosaf  what  will  be  the  Diioreof  the  answer, 
'  to  it;  bai  if  ii  shoald  be  ntiifactoTr,  I  wiH  loso 
■o  time  io  eommuoicatiog  i(  to  Gteaeml  Arm- 
•trong.  I  bare  the  honor  to  be.  &c. 
,  WILLIAM  PINENBY. 

[RaGtned  to  in  Mr.  Pidkney'i  letter  of  Ma;  X,  1810.] 
Mr,  Piiikn«7  to  Lord  Wellnlej. 
Oru.t  Cumbebland  Place, 

jlpr«30, 1610. 
MvLoBo:  The  French  Minialerfor  Foreign 
Afiairi  has  staled,  in  an  official  note  to  QeoarBl 
Armstrong,  the  Hinisier  Plenipoitntiarjr  of  the 
United  Stales  at  Paris,  ibti  "the  onl;  coodition 
required  for  the  rerocalion  by  the  French  Got- 
ernment  of  the  decree  of  Berlin,  will  be  the  pre- 
vious rerocalion  bjr  ibe  Brilish  GoTernmeot  of 
her  blockades  of  France,  or  part  of  France  (such 
oa  that  fram  the  Elbe  to  Brest,  dtc.)  of  a  dale  an- 
terior to  ibe  dale  of  the.iforeeaid  decree." 

I  had  supposed  thai  the  blockades  of  France, 
instituted  by  Great  Britain  before  the  date  of  the 
Berlin  decree,  were  already  withilrawn,  virtaallf, 
though  not  formallT,  by  reason  of  the  restrieiioas 
which  they  esiBblished  baritig  been  provided  far 
and  comprehended  in  certain  OrJers  in  Council 
issued  afier  the  dale  of  that  decree;  and  your 
Lordship's  letter  lo  me  of  tbe  26ih  of  last  month 
certainly  seems  to  conBrm  that  supposition  with 
regard  to  the  blockade  of  May.'lSDe,  alibuiigh  it 
proves  it  to  be  errooeoos  with  regard  to  the  oaiy 
other  blockade  which  falls  within  the  description 
of  the  French  MlniMei's  coram unicalioii,  name- 
1t,  the  blockade  of  Venice  established  in  July  of 
Ine  same  year. 

As  1  im  aoiious  to  Qeglect  nothing  which 
ma;  hare  a  tendency  la  produce  the  repeat  of  the 
Berlin  decree,  and  of  such  other  decrees  and  or- 
ders at  the  QoTerninent  of  the  United  States  has 
from  time  to  ti  me  complained  of,  I  b^  to  inquire 
of  your  Lordship,  with  a  view  to  the  terma  of 
tbe  aboTe-meatiiMed  note  to  General  Armstrong, 
wbeiher  there  exists  any  objeciion  on  Ihe  part  of 
His  Majesiv'n  Government  to  a  rerocalion,  or  to 
a  dectaratiou  that  they  ere  no  longer  in  forc^  of 
Ihe  blockades  in  question,  especially  that  of  May, 
1806.    I  have  the  honor  to  he.  &.c. 

WILLIAM  PiNSNET. 
Maiquii  WELi.xai.ar,  dbc. 


Mr.  Finklw;  to  Mr-  Buitb. 

LoHDOX,  Ma^  3,  1810. 

Sin:  1  enclose  a  oopr  of  a  letter  which  I  am 
about  toseod  to  Lord  Wei iesley,- concerning  the 
forgery  io  England  of  Aniarican  ships'  papera, 
for  Lhe  purpose  of  giving  to  English  refiieis  iha 
character  of  American  botlomS' 

Iq  conformity  with  your  letter  of  the  3d  of 
November  last,  which  came  to  hand  on  Ibe  lOtb 
of  January,  I  mentioned  tbe  subject  to  Lord 
Wellesley  assoon  as  1  thought  it  expedient  to  do 
so.  He  gave  no  fipinion  upon  it;  but  when  { 
observed  that  it  would  |)erhaps  be  heiiet  to  lay 
the  matter  before  him  at  once  in  writing,  he  es- 
presiBtJ  his  approbation  of  that  course.  At  ihera 
IS  nothing  in  the  sabjecl  itself,  or  in  your  letter, 
to  forbid  It,  I  shall  send  him  my  paper  tO'day  oi 
to-morrow.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc. 

WILLIAM  PINKNEY. 

[Enclosed  b  Mr.  Plnknej't  letter  of  Msy  2,  ISifl.] 
Mr.  Pinkne7  to  Lord  Waltashy. 
Obbit  CiraBiBLaiiit  Pi.aci, 

JKiy  8, 1810. 

Mr  Lobd;  I  have  the  honor  to  call  your  Lord- 
ship's aiieotioo,  in  pursuance  of  the  instructions 
of  my  Government,  to  a  practice  which  has,  for 
some  time  past,  prevailed  tn  this  country,  of  lorg- 
iog  American  ships'  papers  for  the  purpose  of 
f[iviog  to  English  vesseb  the  character  of  Amer- 
ican bottoms, 

I  appears^  from  various  sources  of  information, 
that  these  fabricalions  are  carried  lo  a  great  ex- 
tent, particularly  in  London,  and  that  the  fraudu- 
lent papers  are  purchased  as  a  regular  article  of 
traffic,  and  Used  in  numerous  instances,  to  as  to 
bring  into  suspicion  the  genuine  documents  on 
which  the  safetv  of  American  commerce  de- 
pends, and  to  subject  thai  commerce  to  tctioiu 
vexation  and  loss, 

I  am  confident,  my  Lord,  that  it  is  only  necef 
sary  (o  suggest  to  His  Majesty's  Goverament  Ihe 
existence  of  these  abuses,  sa  iojifrioas  lo  ihe  Uni- 
ted Btaies,  and  so  pernicious  in  their  general  ten- 
dency, to  induce  it  to  cause  immediate  inquiry  to 
he  made,  with  a  view  lo  an  efficacious  remedy. 
1  have,  iberefore,  ooly  lo  add,  that  I  am  in  pos- 
session of  some  papers  which  throw  contiderable' 
light  on  tbe  subiect,  and  which  (with  such  other 
iafbrmation  »s  I  have  obtained  or  may  obtain)  I 
shall  be  happy  to  communicate  lo  your  Lordship 
whenever  your  Lordship  thinks  proper. 

I  have  toe  honor  to  be,  Ax. 

WILLIAM  PINKNBY. 


Mr.  Pinkuey  to  Hr.  Smith. 

LonooH.Afay  18,1810. 
Sia:  i  have  the  honor  lo  enclose  a  copy  of  a 
commaoica lion,  made  to  me  on  Ihe  14th  instant, 
by  Lord  Wellesley,  cooeeroiog  a  panial  relaia* 
lion  of  the  blockade,  noiifled  some  time  ago,  of 
the  coast  and  ports  of  Spain,  between  Qijon  and 
the  French  lerniorv.  I  have  the  honor  io  he,  &c. 
WILLUM  PIMKHBY. 
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[BdlamdtoiB  Mr.  FtnkiMT^  IMtorof  Ma;  IS.] 
Loid  WaUiMl€7  to  Mr.  Pinknsj. 

PoHBTOH  OprtcB,  May  14,  1810. 

Tbe  anderBtgnnl,  Hii  Hajetif'*  princlptl  Bee- 
r«tarv  or  State  Tor  Forfigo  Affaire,  baa  recelfed 
Hii  Mtjniy'a  eommaadi  to  inform  Mr.  Pink- 
D«v,  that  ibf  King  hat  jadg«d  it  ezpedirat  toiin- 
Blfr  liii  orderi  to  ihe  Lordi  Cofiimigsioaera  of 
tb«  Admiralty  lO  gite  ibe  necesury  dirrciioas  to 
tke  officers  employ «d  in  the  blockade  of  the  coast 
and  porta  of  Spaia,  rrom  Qijon  to  the  Prcneh 
lerriiory,  (hat  iliejr  permit,  aoiwiihilaodlne  the 
Mid  blockade,  Spacish  or  oentral  tfmi^1»  Taden 
with  cargofi,  the  produce  of  Spaio  oQly,  to  sail 
ftom  aDf  port  included  in  the  limiii  of  Hid 
blockade,  subject,  iieferihelaas,  (ai  to  the  ports  to 
which  tkev  trade.)  to  the  restrieiloDS  of  His 
Majesty's  Orders  in  CoDncit  of  iheSCth  of  April, 
1809,  and  of  the  7th  of  January,  1307. 

The  undenigned  requenis  Mr.  Finkaey  to  ac 
eepi  assurance*  of  hia  high  consideration. 

WBLLBSLBY. 

Sk  Sttith,  aocMtar;  of  Blafa^  to  Mr.  PinkM;. 
Depabthent  of  Stati,  May  2S,  I8l0. 

Sib:  Your  denpaleh  of  the  S7ih  of  March,  by 
the  British  packet,  was  received  on  the  I7[h  of 
this  month. 

The  President  has  read  wilb  sorprlae  and  re- 
gret the  answer  of  Lord  Wellestey  to  your  letter 
of  the  ad  Jannary.  and  alio  bis  reply  lo  your 
Dole  requiriiig  expianatroni  with  respect  lo  the 
blockade  of  Ffaace.  The  one  indicates  an  ap- 
parent indifference  as  to  the  character  of  the  dip- 
lomatic intercouTK  between  the  tiro  countries, 
and  the  other  CTioces  an  inflexible  deierminaiioa 
to  j>ette*ere  in  ibeir  syotem  of  blockade. 

The  provision  made  for  the  diplomatic  agenev 
which  ts  to  succeed  that  of  Mr.  Jackson,  mani- 
festsa  dissatisfaction  at  theitep  necessarily  taken 
here  with  regard  to  that  Minister,  Ind  at  the 
tame  time  a  aiaiinutioa  of  the  respect  heretofore 
attached  to  the  dipIomaiJc  relaiiont  between  the 
two  countries.  Howerer  persevering  the  Presi- 
dent inay  be  in  the  coociliaiory  disposilion  which 
hai  constantly  governed  bim.  be  cannot  be  inat- 
teniira  to  suen  an  apparent  departure  from  it  on 
the  other  side,  nor  to  the  duty  imposed  on  bim 
bv  the  rules  of  equality  and  reciprocity  applica- 
lile  in  BQcfa  cases.  It  will  be  very  agreeable  lo 
him  to  find'  that  the  provision  in  question  is  io- 
imded  merely  lo  afford  time  for  a  taiisfactory 
«hoica  of  a  Pleaipotentiary,  auocessor  to  Mr. 
Jackion,  and  that  the  mode  of  carrying  it  into 
effect  may  be  eqaally  tin  except  ion  able.  But 
while,  r^om  the  language  of  ibe  Marquis  Welles- 
ley,  with  retpecl  lo  the  designation  of  a  Ghargfi 
d'ASk ires,  and  from  the  lilenee  as  to  any  other 
•Dccettor  to  the  recalled  MioiBter,  it  is  teit  lo  b« 
inferred  that  the  former  alone  ia  is  contempla- 
tion, it  becomes  proper  to  atceriain  what  are  the 
real  views  of  the  British  Oovernitient  on  the 
occasion  ;  and,  ahould  they  be  aach  as  ibey  are 
inferred  to  be,  to  raeel  them  by  a  correspondent 
ahsngc  In  the  diplomatic  eatablisbmeDl  of  tha 


United  Statea  at  London.  The  Preiitoi  rdii 
on  yoor  disereiian  for  obtaiaiof  tbe  tcqiiui 
ktiowledge  of  tbia  aabjeet  in  a  nMrnwr  ililrj 
do  justice  to  the  friendlf  policy  vhiek  ibi Da- 
ted SiBtei  wish  to  be  reciprocal  in  swy  iuutt 
between  the  two  naiioas.    Bat  in  iktercaiifii 


required  or  ciplauu^tfOt 
iqnenlly  iasiifjiiDi  itiiil» 
enec  drawn  from  the  teller  of  LmiI  W<Uf), 
the  respect  wbieh  tbe  United  Siaiei  DitaiM- 
selves  will  reqqirc  that  you  reiDia  EsthM 
Slates,  according  lo  the  pcrmistiaa  krt^irn 
by  the  President,  leaviagehaige4n(kibit» 
nea*  of  the  Legation  such  persoa  u  jn  af 
deem  most  fit  for  the  trust.  Wilhliariti,) 
eommisaion,  as  required  by  a  KaiuieoTiklH 
teaMon,  is  herewith  cocloaed,  with  t  Uakliri 
saoMlary  of  Legation,  But  tbii  it^  V  '" 
not  consider  yonrself  as  inairncied  toukt  itw 
yon  shonld  have  eamneoaed,  with ipm^tfla 
■  a. lisfactory  result,  the  negotiaiioa (VkinM 
by  mv  letter  of  the  30lh  January. 

In  a  letter  of  the  fourth  of  ihi!imi>l"»»- 
milled  to  you  a  copy  of  the  seio/C«pw'' 
their  last  session  oonoerniog  iheeonwruu"- 
ier«onrse  between  the  United  SuK^tK™' 
Britain  and  France.  Yon  willher("^'«fl« 
another  copy  ol  the  same  act.  lorttm"™'"' 
lion  of  this  siatole  yon  will  p«reei"i  «"■-■ 
fScation  of  the  policy  of  the  tloiid  8ii«  »' 
you  will  let  it  be  ondewiood  by  ilieBiwiUW- 
eroment  that  ihis  provision  will  brdilr<>^ 
into  effect  on  the  part  of  the  Doited  S""^  . 

A  Batisfactory  adjustment  of  At  in""/" 
Chesapeake  is  v«ry  desirable.  Tli(ri(««" 
President  upon  this  delicate  >d>>J«"!  ^°°  rj 
collect,  not  only  from  the  iDsiruciwD"'"'""'"; 
Riven  to  voo.boi  from  the  »w""«f'''rir 
been  manifested  on  ihe  pari  rf  iJiit&w'"!?' 
in  the  discussion  with  Mr.  Rose,  mJ'"^^ 
lertns  and  conditions  cooiaioed  i«  *  ,zi 
mem  made  with  Mr.  Enkioe.  inf  '"^"^ 
ably  with  these  views,  thus  lo  be  "I'ffp.'V 
will  consider  yourself  hereby  initroeifd  u  ^ 
tiate  and  coocladcao  arraDgemeal  wib  il«  <»! 
ish  Oovernmem  in  relation  toUieX'"^'""'^ 
frigate  Chesapeake. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ac.  auiTE. 

Extnetorakttorficoi  Ht.i^kMy*'''^*^ 

Lo..ooa,A«'fflrt 
r  bare  not  yet  obtained  ^°'^i^r«'l 
an  answer  to  my  letter  of  ihe^ft*'"*?  '  ^  „ 
earning  the  Brit'ish  block.d««f  ^^^^  «'f^ 
the  date  of  ibe  Berlin  decree.  '■"'',  ,'-rf 
ence  on  Sunday  last,  ibe  lOih  ."^'I^^JiW 
for  >  prompt  and  favorable  rtHMr.jl'l 
hapa  receive  it  in  ihe  «.ur«  rf.«''V^j, 
bad  reqiwrted  an  interviewM*"''"^  ^ 
laih  of  last  month,  in  cobi«i«««  ,  _tf««, 
brooght  by  Mt.  L«  from  Ort^-VTifS- 
d«teJ  the  3d  of  May ;  bat  the  ««'*'** 
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Icslef's  be»lth  prerenlcd  tU  laUag  plxee  notiet 
tbnn  tbe  lOih  ipKiiot. 

J  bare  wot  Mr.  Craig  (a  yotug  gentlsBin 
from  Philidclpbit)  ■■  »  tonarager  to  Gcnerat 
ArmairoDff.  He  carries  ■  De«ipap«r  eopr  of  the 
late  »et  of  Coogracs  reapectiag  eotamercia)  in- 


I  have  prrpand  an  official  iatUr  to  toq  od  the 
I  a&ir  of  tha  Chnapeake)  but,  aa  Mr.  Brviag 
'  learea  lawn  for  LiTerpooJ  in  tbe  morotDg,  ibere 
ia  not  time  to  copr  »-  I>  chall  W  forwarded, 
bowvrer.  hy  Mr.  Morier,  who  is  abaat  to  tail  in 
the  Briiinb  frigate  Venes  for  New  York;  or  tetii 
to  Liverpool  to  ibe  care  of  Mr.  Maarr-  In  the 
ia«aD  tiroe,  it  will  be  Bufficieat  lo  state  to  rod  that 
lam  ezpectiaseterT  da^Lord  We  I  leder'a  written 
ovCrtDre  in  tbnt  affiir,aDd  that,  in  oar  confer- 
enees,  which  resnlied  in  ao  anderstaodiD^  ih«l 
he  would  maks  auch  ao  ovettura,  no  objection 
was  made  b«  him  .to  an  engagenuDt  to  restore 
the  men  to  the  ship  froto  wbicb  ihef  were  forei- 
blf  taken,  without  the  offenaive  raacrvaiioa  pre* 
ssribed  lo  Mn  Rom  and  Mr.  ErfkinC,  and  cod- 
tained  in  Mr.  Jtckton's  project ;  to  o&r  a  tou* 
&Ue  prviiaioA,  wilboot  any  reserTation,  for  the 
iiamiliea  of  tha  sufiprerg,  aa  a  part  of  the  terma  of 
,  aattsrantion ;  to  forbear  all  lefereDce,  ia  the  pa- 
I  p«ra  leading  to  or  containing  the  arrangeneBt,to 
the  Preaideot'i  proclamitfon,  or  to  anything con- 
neeied  coooecied  with  it ;  to  adopt  ia  those  pa- 
pers a  elyle  and  manaer  not  oaljt  respeclfnl  but 
kind  to  our  Governroent;  to  recite  io  then  (as 
io  Mr.  Br>kin«'*  letter  to  yoa  in  April,  1809)  tb«t 
Admiral  Berkeley  bad  beeen  promptly  diaarow- 
ed,  and,aa  a  mark  of  Hn  Britannic  Majesty's 
displeatore,  recalled  from  an  important  com- 
mand.  I  hare  mer.  on  this  occasion,  with  noth- 
ing of  a  discoaraging  nature,  except  on  tbA  im- 
practicable point  of  the  trial  and  panishmeni  of 
the  ofiaoding  officer.  On  that  point  it  ia  impos- 
sible to  prefail ;  hot  there  will  b«  bo  objection 
to  my  declaring,  in  a  reply  to  the  orcrtare,  the 
•zpeeiaiion  of  the  Araeriesn  Oorerniaent,  that 
the  officer  shall  be  tried  and  ponished,  or  to  a  re- 
joinder, (if  1  wish  it,)  on  the  part  of  Lord  We{- 
lesley,  angsesting,  io  a  friendly  way,  the  Kasoos 
for  not  fulfilling  that  eipeetatton. 

Mr.  Pfaikney  to  Mi.  Bmith. 

LoNDon.  June  26,  181& 
S[B :  Lord  Wellesley's  answer  to  my  letter  of 
tbe  30ih  of  April,  cooceroiag  ihe  British  Uoc^- 
adesof  France  anterior  lo  ihe  Berlin  decree  being 
■till  delayed,  I  hare  sent  him  the  letter  of  tha 
33d  instant,  of  which  a  eopy  ia  now  Itansmitted. 
I  have  Ike  honor  to  he.  iie. 

WILLIAM  PINKNET. 
[Endoaedin  Mr.  Piaknej'*I«tt«rof  JniieS6,lBlD.] 
Mr.  Pinkney  to  Lord  Welledcy. 
Qhbat  CitHBBBi.4in>  Plaos, 

Junt  23,  1810. 

My  Lobs:  I  beg  to  reealt  yosr  Lordsbip'a  al- 

Itttlioa  to  the  subject  of  tha  leiier  which  I  had 

tha  boaoi  to  address  lo  yon  op  the  30ih  of  Apf il 


My  OorerDnreol  expects  from  me  a  commtini- 
catlan  on  ifaat  sQbject;  and  your  Lordship  will, 
I  am  sore,  lake  pleasure  in  enabling  me,  with  as 
little  delay  Bs  possible,  to  fntSl  that  expeetaiioa 
in  a  Eaiisfaciory  manner. 

I  feel  eonSdent  ibat.  after  the  declaration  of 
Franc^j  which  I  had  the  honor  to  iiate  to  yoar 
Lordship  in  thai  letter,  and  to  mention  in  confeN 
ecce  beiore  and  stace  iis  date,  there  will  be  no 
dWGcntiy  on  tbe  part  of  His  Majesty's  Gorern- 
meni  in  reirohiag  these  blockades,  or  declaring- 
ibat  they  are  no  longer  in  eilsteace. 
-    1  haTC  the  honor  lo  be,  i&e> 

WILLIAM  PINKNBY. 

Mr.  Phikoey  to  Mr.  Bmilh. 

LOHDOK,  Julji  1, 1810. 
Sir:  I  bare  thi«  day  had  the  honor  to  receive 
your  letter  of  the  23d  [22d]  of  May,  by  Mr.  Par- 
ish, and  hare  sent  a  note  to  Lord  Wellesley,  re- 
qaestiog  an  interview ;  he  is  out  of  iowd,  but  will 
return  to  night  or  in  the  morning.  The  instrue- 
tiojia  contained  in  your  letter  concerning  the  ia- 
equality,  suppo&ed  to  be  inieoded  by  this  Gov- 
ernment io  the  state  of  our  diplomalie  relations, 
shall  be  execnied  with  the  discreiion  which  ua- 
doubtedly  they  require ;  and  I  am  persuaded  that 
the  result  will  be  perfectly  saiisfactury  lo  tbe 
President.    Io  ihe  mean  lime,  I  think  1  ci 


defiake  lo  assure  yOM  that  no  change  has  taken 
place  in  the  opinion  of  Lord  Wellesley,  as  an- 
nounced io  my  private  tetter  to  you  of  4ih  Jan- 
uary, that  a  Minister  Plenipofeniiary  of  rank 
should  beseotin  the  United  Stales.  Cerlainly,  no 
idea  has  been  entertained  here  of  a  permanent  or 
long-coctinaedChargid'Affaires.  Itcouldonly  be 
intended  to  send  one  in  ibe  Grst  iastance;  and  I 
have  reason  to  be  copSdent  that,  for  some  titne 
past,  il  has  been  in  agitation  to  appoint  a  Minis- 
ter Plenipotentiary  without  delay;  that  Lord 
Wellesley  has,  in  fad,  thought  of  and  mentioned 
a  person;  and  that  Mr.  Morlei's  depariora  hat 
been  put  off  io  consequence. 

In  the  case  of  the  Chesapeake.  I  have  already 
staled  IO  you  that  I  think  there  will  he  no  diffi- 
coliy,  if  ibe  further  punishment  of  Berkley  is  not 
made  on  odr  part  a  tine  qua  nan.  Tonr  instruc- 
tions ate  very  clear,  that  this  is  not  to  be  peremp- 
toflly  insisted  on. 

I  bave-oatbiug  toadd  to  ray  communication  of 
[h«36ib  uliimo,cuocerniD^  ibe  British  blockades 
of  France  before  tbe  Berlin  decree,  except  that 
Imean  lo  press  Lord  Wellesley  on  that  subject  at 
our  aexl  inter  view,  as  I  did  ai  our  Use  1  ahall 
not  &il,  at  the  »ame  time,  lo  draw  his  atteoiioii 
to  the  Orders  in  Council  and  the  imercourse  act. 

1  need  scarcely  say  that,  if  events  should  mak« 
it  proper  for  me,  in  obedience  to  the  Preildenl'a 
commands,  lo  relUrA  to  America,  (leaving  a 
Chargfi  d'Aflkires,)  I  shall  lose  no  time  m  do- 

'  ROMIIT  SmTB,  E«l.»  *«■ 
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Mr.  Sinilh  U  Mr.  Pinkoer. 

OapAiTMiRT  or  Stjiti, 

Jvlf  2,  ISIO. 

8i« :  Toor  tevf  ril  letter*  at  the  8(h  ■nd  9ih  of 
April,  %ad  the  2<)  knd  3d  of  May,  hkTe  been  re- 
erired. 

WhilM  it  w«>  not  known,  on  ibe  ooe  hind,  hoir 
far  the  I'rencfa  OaverDoieDt  would  adhere  lo  the 
■ppareal  irnporlorihe  condition. ai  finlcamraa- 
Dieated,  on  which  the  Berlia  decree  would  be 
revoked,  and,  on  ihe  other  hnod,  what  explain- 
tioas  woold  be  siven  br  ihe  British  QoTerameDi 
with  reipeci  lalu  blockade!  prior  to  ihai  decree, 
the  coorM  deemed  proper  to  be  taken  wa*  that 
pointed  out  ID  xay  Icuer  lu.yaqorthe  ll(horNi>- 
veinber.  and  in  thai  to  Qeoeral  Arniftrong,  of 
the  1>I  of  December.  The  preciM  and  TortDal 
declaration  aiace  made  bf  the  Freoch  Qowtn- 
meoi,  that  iheoondition  was  limited  to  the  block- 
ad  ei  of  Fran  oe,  or  parttof  Prance,  ofa  dale  prior 
to  the  daicof  the  Berlin  decree,  and  the  acknowl- 
edgment or  ibc  Briirih  Qovernnient  of  the  ex- 
Utenee  of  such  blockades,  particularly  that  of 
May.  1806,  with  a  failure  to  revoke  ii,  or  even  to 
kdmii  ibi  coDitrueiire  exlinguiiihroent  of  it,  held 
vat  In  your  letter  to  the  Marquis  Wellesler,  give 
to  the  aobject  a  new  aspect  and  a  decided  char- 
acter. 

As  ibt  Brilish  Oorernmeot  had  coiiKtanily  al- 


bot  by  the  role  c 
ihnt  OoferDinent  to  this  in  ilieTea(lS04,iDiU 
it  is  laid  down,  ibat  order*  had  been  giiN  mm  i 
consider  any  blockade  of  ihoae  i*iasdi(H)i» 
i^ne  and  Ouadaloope)  as  eiiftia{[,aaleaii»  | 
spect  uf  particular  porta  which  ataj  btnnllr 
invested,  and  ifaeo  not  to  capture  readiM 
lo  such  port*  nnteu  they  shall  preriodr  *" 
been  warned  not  to  enter  them,  mi  ibuw 
,(the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty)  bad  absMik 
'neceasary  dir«eiiOD3  on  the  sutusei  lo  iktJrip 
of  the  Vice- Admiralty  Cctirts  in  the  Ww  Ma 
and  America.  In  ibis  eomoHiaieetig*  ii  Kd- 
preealy  stated  that  the  rtile  to  the  Biiiiib  cm 
-_j  — ; furnished  ia  e»—- "«•■'" 


and  bad,  moreorer,  on  that  ground,  asserted  an 
obtlgaiion  on  (he  United  States  u  take  efieclual 
meaxures against  the  decreeai  a  nreliisinary  toa 
repeal  of  the  orders,  nothing  could  be  tnore  rea- 
soDibte  than  to  expect  thai  the  coadition,  in  the 
ahape  last  preienied,  would  be  readily  accepted. 
The  President  ia  Ihererore  equally  disappointed 
and  dissatisfied  at  the  ahoriiveness  of  your  eor- 
raipondence  with  Lord  Wellesley  on  thts  impor- 
tant subject.  He  entirely  approve*  the  determi- 
aatjon  you  took  lo  resame  it  with  a  view  to  the 
special  and  immediate  obligation  tying  on  the 
British  Qorernraeul  to  cancel  the  illegal,  block- 
adex;  and  you  are  inslracted,  in  case  the  answer 
to  your  letter  of  Ibe  30th  of  April  should  not  be 
aatisfactory,  to  represent  to  the  British  Govern- 
raent,  in  terms  temperate  but  explicit,  tbat  Ihe 
United  States  consider  themselves  aoihorized  bjr 
atrict  and  unquestionable  right,  ai  well  as  sup- 
ported by  the  principles  heretofore  applied  by 
Great  Britain  to  the  case,  in  claiming  and  ex- 
pecting a  revocation  of  ibe  illegal  blockade*  of 
France  of  a  date  prior  to  that  of  the  Berlin  de- 
cree, as  preparatory  to  a  further  demand  of  the 
revocation  of  that  decree. 

It  ought  not  to  he  presumed  that  ihe  British 
Oovernmeoi,  in  reply  to  such  a  representation, 
will  contend  thai  a  blockade  like  that  of  May, 
1806,  frum  the  Elbe  to  Brest,  a  coast  not  less  than 
one  thousand  milra,  pruclsimed  four  years  since. 
Without  having  been  at  any  time  attempted  to  be 
duly  executed  by  the  ipplicaiiua  of  a  naval  force, 
i*  a  blockade  coufutmable  to  Ihe  law  uf  oationa, 


and  cooaiucnt  with  neutral  right*.  Bgekt)» 
is  completely  barred,  not  only  by  ibcma- 
aauibortiie*  both  of  writers  and  of  Iranian 


represemaiioDs  made  by  tba  Qor»tB»«rfik* 
United  Bute*  again*!  blockades,  bMh^iw 
now  in  ^oealtoB,  and  with  the  «!>"■  P^ 
redrening  tha  grievance  eoB^iatJ  »■  «" 
oagbl  it  l»  b«  prnuned  cbat  ibe  Biitiri  Qmrt' 
meat  will  Snally  re*ortto»be  pleaihikMfil 
fbme,  althoogb  unapplied,  taade^at""*'* 
foreement  of  the  Uockade  of  Har,  1»;  "J 
that  tbia  forms  •  legal  disiiMtioa  kina  » 
and  the  Berlin  decree  of  November  m^ 
Wttt  it  admitted  that  an  ade^aaie  m»a^ 
and  wmsappHeable  loaoeha  poHW-f  ""^ 
dity  of  conioDBdiag  tbe  power  UdfltWt"™ 
BBioilly  i»oing  of  it  speak*  for  it»df.  ^^«^, 
eol  o«*e  the  abanrdity  is  peo«li*ill«»«J,  * 
port  blockaded  by  sea,  without  a  M  i* JJ* 
inga  cootmdittbn  in  terms,  as  well  ""f™ 
aion  of  law  and  of  common  sease.  _  ,  ,  ,_ 

From  the  Ungnage  of  Lord  ff«M«P  " 
leuerailis  poasiblT^e  may  eadeaistii "« 
the  uMasure  required  by  subtle  CM""'"*  ^ 
poalure  given  lo  the  blockade  uf  U>r>  I^JT 
W*  *<i«eedinK  order,  of  1807.  B-iHwr 
he  is  mat  by  the  Mee  of  the  bliKkid*^'^ 
hagen  and  the  ojher  ports  of  Z»»«(?„j 
year  1808;  at  a  time  wh«nthe.e,witbiM»»'" 
ports,  wer«  embraced  by  those  vUT  •jff^? 
1807;  aprooftliai, however ibeofdeniM"^ 
adea  may  be  regarded  asia  ««  "^„, 
same,  Ihey  arc  regarded  in  oibw  m  »r^^ 
distinct  operalion,  and  may,  """^I'l^liiJt 
Mi»t,beingab*olutely  merged  in  «"'P'"^ 
ooe  by  the  other.-  ,  .    .aoi 

In  the  difficalty  which  the  Bri[i»bfl«f^ 
must  feel  in  finding  agios'  ^""^'j^vft 
principle  of  her  paper  hlockadei, i' W^ ^j^jj 
wish  10  infer  an  »cqnteseeaceo«iMr|^^([j^ 
Qovemmeo^  from  the  silence  ■«Jf^,,j,,p>. 
bave,in  som«instance8,pisMd.  "'T,  (i„l^ 
siliOn  to  draw  such  an  'I'f*'*''*^.^ ob? 
yon  will  be  able  to  meet  itlTWfPCkiin  » 
to  the  SHcaesaful   remonsit^tiM '"  j^ 

Mr.  Thornton  above  cited,  buiwa«'°'L|iM«f 
to  Mr.  Merry  of  June,  1806,  wi^t'^'^jV 
a  blockade  in  the  year  1806,  "iP^^i  ^■ 
thentic  record  of  the  light  in  «i^,j-Jti 
adea  and  the  notiSeation  of  them  »«"^ 
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tbe  Uoited'StatH.  Copie*  of  th«  «Dawcr  hare 
been  berelofore  forwarded,  and  another  i*  now 
enclosed  as  an  additional  prccaaiioD  agaioii  mia^ 
carriage. 

Wbalerei  may  be  the  answer  to'ihe  repreaen- 
tation  aod  requisiiioii  which  you  are  iusirucied 
to  make,  yoa  will  traosmit  ii  without  delaf  to 
this  DepariineDt.  Should  it  be  of  awiiiraetory 
nature,  you  will  hatCea  lo  lorward  it  also  to  ibe 
diplomatic  fiiDciionaiy  of  ihe  United  Stales  at 
Paris,  who  will  be  iosirucled  to  make^  n  proper 
use  of  it  for  obiaiaiog  a  repeat  of  the  French  de- 
cree of  Berlin,  and  to  proceed  coacuirenily  wiih 
you  in  hriaging  about  successive  leiuoTals  by  the 
two  GoTeroments  of  all  iheir  predatory  edicu. 
I  avail  myself  of  this  oeca^ioD  lo  state  to  you, 
that  it  is  deemed  of  great  impoi'taDee  that  our 
Mioislers  at  foreign  CoUrli,  and  espeoially  at 
Paris  and  Loodoo,  should  be  kept,  the.  one  by 
the  other  informed  of  iheitate  of  our  a&in  at 
each.     1  have  ibe  honor  (o  be,  dbc. 

R.  SMITH. 

WILLIAM  PlNKKBT,  Esq.  &C. 

[lUCuiadtOiDthaMtCTOfMi'.Pinkne^.SeptSl.lBlO.] 

Mr.  Madiwtn  lo  Mr.  Thomton,  ChargA  dss  AfiUrei  of 

His  Britannic  Majesty. 

'  Depabtmeht  of  State, 

October  37,  1803. 
Sib  :  The  Utt«^,  of  which  copies  are  enclosed, 
wetereceiTed  last  evening.  One  of  them  is  from 
Ihe  British  Con»nl  General  ai  New  York;  the 
other,  a  copy  enclosed  (herein,  of  a  letter  lo  him 
from  Comioodure  Hood,  Commander-in-Chief 
of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  ships  of  war  on  the 
West  India  station.  The  letter  bears  dale  of  ihe 
S&ih  of  July  la<l.and  requests  ihai  the  American 
Go»ernmeni,andagenisofnetiirBl  nations,  might 
be  made  acquainted  that  the  Islands  of  Mariinque 
and  Guadaloupe  are,  and  have  been,  blockaded 
from  >he  I7tb  of  June  preceding,  by  delaebmenis 
from  the  squadron  under  liis  command,  in  order 
thai  there  may  be  no  plea  foraiiempting  to  eBler 
tbe  ports  of  the  islaadi. 

It  will  no  doub^  occnr  to  yon,  air,  (hat  aueh  a 
eommunie«Uon  would  have  been  more  properly 
made  through  another  cbanuel,  tbau  directly 
from  tbe  Consulate  at  New  Tork.  The  import- 
ance and  urgency  of  the  suWeot,  however,  super- 
aed«  the  consideration  of  iorma,  and  I  lose  no 
time  in  eoiamuniaating  lo  you  the  obaervatloiit 
which  Ihe  Presideni  deems  it  to  require. 

It  wilt  not  escape  vour  attention,  that  Commo- 
dore Hood's  letter  ik  dated  bo  less  than  three 
months  before  it  could  have  the  effect  of  ■  ootiAca- 
tioo  i  and  that,  besides  this  remarkable  delay,  the 
alleged  blockade  is  ooropuied  from  a  date  more 
than  one  month  prior  to  that  of  the  letiet  itself. 
But  ibose  circa malaDccs,  however  important  ihey 
may  be,  do  doi  consiiiuic  the  mail  objection  to  ibe 
proceediag  of  tbe  British  commander.  His  let- 
ler,  instead  of  stating  that  a  particular  port  or 
I  ppris  Were  blockaded  by  a  force  actually  befeie 
,  ihem,  declares,  generally,  two  entire  and  coosid- 
erable  islands  to  be  in  a  slate  of  blockade.  It  can 
Btret  ba  admitted  that  the  trade  of  a  Dcatnl  jia- 


lion,  in  articles  not  Donlraband,  ean  be  legally  oh- 
Htroeied  lo  any  place  not  actually  blockaded,  or 
that  any  noiifKatioD  or  procinmaiioo  can  be  of 
force,  unless  aceompanied  wiib  aa  acEusI  block- 
ade. The  law  of  nations  is,  perhaps,  more  clear 
on  no  other  point  than  that  of.a  siegie  or  blockade, 
sOcb  as  will  jnsiify  a  belligerent  nation  in  re- 
straining tbe  trade  of  nevirals.  Every  term  used 
in  defining  the  case,  imports  the  presence  and  po- 
sition of  a  foroe  rendering  aecen  to  the  prohibited 
pisce  manifestly  difficultand  daoffercns.  Ever^ 
Luriil  ofrepotation  who  treats  with  precision  (hi* 
branch  of  the  law  of  nations,  refers  to  an  letual 
and  particular  blockade.  Not  a  single  treaty  can 
be  fonnd  which  undertakes  to  define  a  bloeltade, 
in  which  the  definition  dues  not  exolnde  a  gene- 
ral or  nominal  blockade,  by  limiting  it  to  the 
case  of  a  sufficient  force,  so  disponed  as  to  amount 
to  an  aetual  and  particular  bloekade.  Taa  num- 
ber of  sach  tpeaiies  Oreat  Britain  is  a  party. 
Not  to  mutiipiv  refetences  on  the  lobject,  I  eon- 
fine  myself  to  tue  foeitb  article  of  ihe  convention 
of  June,  1801,  between  Great  firiiain  and  Russia, 
which  having  been  entered  into  for  the  avowed 
pDrpoae''ofse(iliagan  Invariable  determination  of 
their  principles,  upon  the  rights  of  neuiraliiy," 
moat  neceaearity  be  considered  as  a  solemn  r«- 
cognltion  of  an  existing  aad  general  principle  and 
rij^t,  not  as  a  stipulation  of  any  new  principle  or 
li^hl  limited  to  the  parties  (hcms^lres.  The 
article  is  in  the  words  following,  viz;  "That  in 
order  to  determine  what  characterizes  a  blocka- 
ded port,  that  denominatioD  is  given  only  to  a 
Krt  where  there  is,  by  the  dinpostiions  of  the 
■wer  which  attaeki  it  wilh  ship*  stationary  or 
suffieienily  near,  anevident  danger  of  enlerin)^.'' 
It  caniHX  he  necessary  to  dwell  on  (he  ineonsia- 
teney  of  the  kind  of  blockade  declared  by  Com- 
modore Hoed,  with -the  principle  laid  down  coa- 
eerning  the  rights  of  neutrality,  or  on  the  conae- 
queneee  of  the  principle  on  which  a  btookade  of 
whole  islands,  by  a  few  ships,  is  founded,  to  Ihe 
eemmerce  and  ioteresteef  neutral  nations.  If  tbe 
islands  of  Maninqoe  and  Guadaioope,  the  latter 
IKX  leas  than  two  hundred  and  fifty,  and  the  former 
nearly  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  in  circnmfer- 
enee.andeaoheoBtai*iBga  variety  of  ports,  can  be 
blockaded  by  detachments  from  a  commodore's 
aqaidrOD,  it  is  evident  that  a  very  inconsiderable 
partion  of  the  British  fleet  mey  blockade  all  the 
marilimeeonntrjeswitfa  which  she  is  at  war.  In 
a  word,  snch  a  priaeiple  completely  sacrifiees  the 
rights  of  neutral  commerce  to  the  pleasure  or  the 

Knicy  of  tbe  parties  at  war.  Bnt  it  deserves  lo 
!  particalarly  remarked,  ibit  a  power  to  pro- 
eUio)  general  blockades,  or  any  blockade  not 
formed  by  tbe  real  presence  ofa  sufficient  force,  to 
be  exercised  by  officers,  at  a  distance  from  the  con- 
trol of  their  Govcmmeot,  end  deeply  interested  ia 
enlarging  tbe  field  of  capiores  which  they  are  to 
share.ofiers  a  temptation  ibntmnat often  a^ra vale 
Ibeevilaineidentio  ibe  principle  iiself.  Yon  will 
infer,  sir,  from  these  observations,  the  serious  lighi 
in  which  tbe  Preaident  regards  ihe  proceeding, 
which  is  the  subject  of  them,  and  will  perceive 
tba  gTMiBdtOB  whiek  the  injaries  accruing  from 
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it  ID  our  eommefoe,  will  eoDmitate  jiui  elaiou  of 
iudeniDifiDatioii  from  Ibe  Briiinh  OoveFmneDt. 
To  dimiaiah  tbe  exicat  of  iliew  injnrieB  ■■  macb 
.«■  possible,  and  to  guard  the  good  undeniaadiag 
■od  friendly  ralaijoni  of  every  aort^  wbich  are  to 
d«airable  to  boih  oitioaE,  agaiatt  ihe  {eodeDcy  of 
•ucli  nieaaum,  will,  I  Teatare  lo  asiure  tnfielf, 
be  aufficient  moiires  wiUi  Tou  to  emfilor  the  io- 
terpoiiiioas  wiib  Commouore  Hood  wflicb-you 
majr  judge  beit  adapted  to  ibe  nature  of  [be  cue. 

I  have  Ihe  hauor  to  be.  Ac. 

JAMBS  MADISON. 

BswAU  Tbobntom,  Esq. 

Ht.  Smith  to  Mr.  Fliikae;. 

Dbpabthbnt  or  State, 

Sim:  Your  Itui  eommunicatioDs  bafiog  af- 
forded M  little  ground  for  eipecUDg  that  the 
British  OoverDmeDt  will  hare  yielded  (o  Ihe  call 
on  it  lo  origioate  the  ftoulmeBt  of  the  belligereut 
•dioti  against  our  lawful  coraaeree,  by  eanoel- 
liKg  the  s|HitJous. blockade  of  May,  1806,  ^ the  first 
in  ibe  aeries,}  it  beeanea  duty  pariicuurlyin- 
cumbeot  upon  ua  lo  precs  tbe  oiher  experiment 
held  out  In  the  late  act  of  Congresa,  another 
copy  of  which  ii  herewith  tent.  You  will  ac- 
cordingly make  that  act,  and  the  difpo*iiion  of 
the  Freudcnl  to  gi*e  il  effect,  ihe  lubjecl  of  a 
formal  eoramuaioktioD. 

The  BritJih  OoTernroeDl  oti|[bt  not  lo  be  in- 
stosibleof  the  Cendeacy  of  superadding  (e  a  refnanl 
of  the  eonrw  proposed  by  Frauoe  for  mutaaUy 
abolishing  the  predalory  edicts,  a  refusal  betd 
out  by  Congreasi  and  it  ought  to  find,  in  that 
Doosidetation,  a  luScient  iodueement  to  a  prompt 
and  cordial  coucurrence.  Tbe  British  Govern- 
mant  must  be  conscious,  alio,  of  its  haTioc.  re- 


ted  Stales  in  the  decrees  of  Fraoee  was  the  oaly 
jueliGcaiion  of  its  orden  against  our  neutral  eon- 
meica.  The  sineertty  and  consisiencr  of  Grant 
Britain  being  now  brought  to  tbe  trai,  an  «ppar- 
lanity  ia  afforded  toeTi»ce  Ihe  extMaace  of  both. 
It  nay  be  adde4i  tbat  the  forio  in  whieh  it  ia  pre- 
•eribed  is  aa  eooeiUaiofy  as  the  propoMl  itself  is 
unexceptionable. 

As  the  act  of  Congress  r^ealing  tbe  late  re- 
•Iriciioas  on  tbe  eomiBeree  of  the  United  Si  ' 
with  two  belligerenta  must  ba  unrqusl  in  its  . . 
m ion,  in  ease  Great  Britain  should  continue  lo 
interrupt  ii  with  France,  inasmuob  as  France  is 
unable  to  interrupt  it  materially  with  her,  the 
Bnliuh  GoTerameDt  may  feet  a  temptation  to  de- 
cline a  coarse  which  might  put  an  end  to  this 
adTaoiage.  But  If  ihe '  uaworthiaesa  and  ua- 
friendliness  of  such  a  purpose  shDold  not  dirert 
bn  from  it,  she  ought  not  to  overlook  either  the 
opporluniir  aflbrded  her  enemy  of  retorting  the 
inequality,  by  a  previous  comptiance  with  the  act 
of  CoDgtesB,  or  the  Deeessiiy  to  which  the  United 
States  may  be  driyea  by  such  abuse  of  their  ami- 
cable  adraaees,  to  resume,  under  itew  imptesrions, 
tbe  subject  of  their  foreign  relatioos. 

If  the  British  Ooyernmant  shoiild  ba  di^oaed 


eel,  in  a  favorvble  manner,  iktutiivr 
tendered,  and  should  ask  br  eipliiiii^ti 
the  extent  of  tbe  repeal  of  the  Fmcli  l-r 
which  will  be  required,  your  anrtrT:. 
obrioDs  as  it  most  be  satiKfaciarr.  'Ji'.'- 
must  embreee  every  part  of  tht  fnari  -^ 
which  violate  the  neutral  ri^hti  jbui!. 
ui  by  the  law  of  nationi.  Whiteicrfi': 
decrees  may  not  have  this  effect,  unr. 
ri);ht  as  a  neutral  Dntion  lo  demsDd  ■-> 
them,  Great  Britain  can  hareaoprettr:  t< 
ligereni  nation,  to  nr^e  the  detniad.  If 

Earts  of  the  decree*  liable  loobieeliautl: 
ind,  it  lies  with  the  United  Stiiail*  - 
cide  on  the  mode  of  proceeding  aiii  is 
ihem.  I 

In  eTpIabios  the  extent  of  tht  itpa\r. 
the  British  aide,  ia  required,  ym  wJ  Si;, 
by  the  same  principle.  You  will  unri'; 
it  be  distinctly  understood,  ibi(  itagnR. 
rily  include  an  BDnulaieot  of  Ihe  bixDi 
May,  1806,  which  has  been  avomd  o ' 
prebeoded  in,  and  identified  wtib.  lU  ^ 
Couoail,  and  which  is  palpably  at  ttnnin 
the  law  of  natiuDS.  This  is  tht  ow' 
which  will  be  given  to  the  Frenci  &'t^ 
on  this  point  by  our  Minister  at  Ptmi>- 
should  there  be  required. 

But  there  are  plain  and  powerfti  tW 
the  British  Qorerament  ougbi  u  rme^ 
other  blockade  resting  on  proclsauiix'-'' 
malic  noliffcations,  and  not  on  ibe  xia'-i 
lion  of  a  naval  force  adequate  m  i  s^;^ 

lat.  ThiBCoraprehensiver8dfWi1i»^* 
from  the  Britisb  Government  to  iopf** 
■pect  for  the  law  of  nations,  nod  to  itp"^ 
of  a  friendly  Power. 

2d.  Without  this  enlighlMedj'w^i'; 
probable,  and  may  indeed  be  infrrra  f* ' 
letter  of  the  Duke  of  Cadore  lo  C(W'- 
strong,  that  the  French  GoTeniiii"!*'^ 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  Samfl 
the  Irasliiy  of  such  btockadn,  by  ■ctt'i; - 
aw  of  Congress,  with  a  cooditiosuin'^^ 
the  bloekadet  ahall  aceonip«iiT««f"^' 
Orders  in  Council,  alleging  ihii  U««"; 
blookadei  differing  little,  ifaj  •li,,"'^"* 
ia  name,  a  repeal  of  the  former,  Ifi'il'* 
ration  iha  latter,  would  he  a  mec(i1«|*  ,. 

3d.  If  il  were  even  to  h»p[»fl  fh"*^ 
peal  of  (be  orders  and  deereei  e"'' ^ 
about  without  involving  ibe  '"^"iV,^ 
and  with  a  oontinoance  of  the  '^'"''r^ 
ration,  how  could  the  United  Sww*^:! 
to  forbear  an  iramediaie  call  for  ^^l^u- 
or  how  long  would  it  prebiWT  **  j^Uin 
peal  by  Prance  to  tb«  neatralu«"*^di 
would  bring  tip  the  same  ??*•".",  y  Is; 
Uaited  States  and  Great  Bnisi"""  p, 
whatever  circumstances  the  i^'^^/^Jiff 
the  imposaibility  of  maintsiafo;  tut-'  ^ 
with  even  a  color  of  righl  w  «°/S> 
be  aaen  in  the  view  likes  «[ ""  "^* 
tbe  correspondence  with  Mr.  »»»• 
Mernr,  already  in  your  hindt.     u.^*'* 

If  tb«  Btitidt  QoftiUtett^X'^'^ 
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list 


CongreB 
n  rehti* 


OTeriure  eoaUined  in  the  tcl  of  CongroM,  bjrTe- 
pealing  or  to  medifyiog  ii*  edicU  «■  thai  ibev 
will  c««se  to  violate  our  neutnl  rigbu,  you  will 
tranamii  the  repeal,  properly  ■utHeiiticued,  to 
General  Armtlioiis,  and,  if  oecBHary,  by  a  spe- 
cial iDeiscDser, and  yon  will  hiaMa  to  tran*init  U 
also  to  this  Departmeot.  Wttb  great  reopeet.  &a. 
B.  SMITH. 

WlLLtAH  PtRKNIT,  Esq. 

Ur.  aaMt  to  Mr.  nnkmy. 

DspiBTMSirr  op  State, 

Jtdy  17, 1810. 
8ik;  Ton  wilt  herewith  receiTe  dBplieam  of 
<  my  letter*  to  yoa  of  ibe  13tb,  16Ui,  and  SDih  Jane, 
■Dd  3d  flod  Stti  of  July. 

This  despatch  you  will  receive  from  Lleulen- 

'  ant  Bpeace  of  the  Navy,  who  is  to  proceed  from 

:   NewTork  in  the  slooporwarthe  Horeei.    Tfatt 

Dublie  vessel  hot  beea  ordered  to  Eegtaod  and  lo 

:   Fraece,  Dot  only  tor  the  purpose  of  traDfERiitiDg 

I   despatches   to  yod,   end   to  our  fuDctiooary  at 

1    Paris,  but  fortbe  further  purpose  of  iffurding  yoa, 

I   as  well  as  him,  a  safe  opporluvity  of  eonveyine 

"i  this  DepartmeDt,  before  the  next  ateetioK^ 

a,  full  information  of  the  ulciraate  policy, 

an  to  the  UDlied   Siatei,  of  the  Govero- 

s  o(  Eogiaod  aud  Fraoce.    And  wiih  a  view 

to  insure  her  return  to  the  United  Stales  in  due 

seasoa,her  commanding  officer  has  received  orders 

not  to  remain  in  my  port  of  Europe  af^er  the  Isi 

day  of  October  nez>.     With  respect,  therefore,  to 

the  lime  you  will  detain  Mr.  Spence  in  London, 

you  will  be  influenced  by  the  iaforiaalion  which 

you  may  receive  from  liim  as  to  (he  orders  he 

may  have   from  the  commanding  officer  of  Ihi 

Hornet.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  . 

R.  SMITH. 

WiLUAM  PlHKKBY,  E*q. 

Mr.  Finkoey  to  Mi.  Saiilh, 

London,  Jvif  23,  1810. 
Sib:  I  followed  up  the  conversation  with  Lord 
Wellesley,  mentioned  In  my  letter  of  the  Gih  in- 
stant, with  a  shofl  note,  of  which  a  copy  is  en- 
closed, reigaesiinir  informatioa  ooncerniDg  the 
iuteniion  orf'  this  Oovernmeni  lo  Bcod  a  Minister 
Plenipotentiaiy,  without  delay,  to  the  United 
SiiiieB,ai  tbe  sacecuor  of  Mr.  Jacksoa. 

ReBectioD  seems,  lo  have  suggeated  lo  Lord 
Welleiley  some  objections,  which  did  not  oceui 
in  the  coarse  of  oar  oonierence,  to  giving  Utii 
iaformsiion  la  an  official  msnner. 

I  was  aware  of  this  on  Saturday  last,  bat  wai 
not  willing  to  forego  a  wiiaca  commuaicalioii 
on  a  matter  which  had  takv  ■  character  of  some 
deticBcy  and  importance- 
Lord  Wellesley  has  endeavored  lo  avoid  hii 
OWD  difficulty  and  mine,  by  sending  me  the  let- 
ter tnurked  "  private")  of  which  I  have  now  the 
honor  to  transmit  a  copy. 

As  this  letter  Is  in  conformity  with  his  verbal 
aisoranees  in  cooferencet,  and  appears  to  leave 
no  reasonable  doubt  upon  the  point  to  which  it 
rekaiee,  I  da  aot  ntfpoK  Ihx  I  can  ptopeiiy  dd- 


dertake  to  question  its  snfficiebcy,  eiibar  by  pte^ 
'og  for  a  more  formal  commuaitMtion,  or  by 
:BEing  the  step  which  year  instructions  of  im 
i3d  of  May,  in  ceruio  oircumstancas,  preseriba 

I  still  believe  that  the  affair  of  the  Chesapeakt 
will  very  soon  bs  brought  to  a  conolusion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
(oB  ibeSlsiiDsianl.brMr.Heary  Izard,)  of  yoar 
letters  of  13ih  and  IStb  of  laat  month;  and  I 
take  this  opportunity  to  thank  yoa  for  the  pri- 
V8t«  letter  of  the  &th  ultimo,  received  at  tbe 
same  time.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc. 

WILLIAM  PlNKNEY. 
Hon.  RoBBBT  SmTB,  &c. 
,    [GnclosBd  In  Mr.  Flnkney's  despatch  cf  Jolj  13.] 
lb.  FiDkney  to  Lord  WeUMdey. 
Oai«T  CraBBSLARD  Placb,  .Ai4  1, 1810. 
Mt  Lobo:  In  pureuaiwe  of  the  eonversalion 
which  I  had  the  honor  lo  bold  wiib  your  Lord- 
ship OB  tbe  eib  instant,  I  take  the  liberty  to  ra- 
quest  iafwrnation,  which  I  am  sure  will  be  read^ 
ily  given,  eoneerning  the  ialentioa  of  His  Ma- 
jesty's OovernmcBt  to  send  a  Minister  Plenipo- 
l«atiaty  to  the  United  States,  as  the  successor  trf 
Mr.  Jackson. 

I  have  BO  doubt  that  It  is  intended  to  send  nek 
aaacaeator  without  delay,  atone  of  the  means  of 
restoring  and  maintaining  tbe  frieiMlly  retationa 
of  the  two  couDlriea;  but  I  shall,  nevertheleaa, 
be  fflad  to  te  auihorized  by  your  Lordship  lo 
make  a  cummnoication  to  that  efTect  to  ittjr 
QoverBmenL    1  have  the  honor  to  be.  Aie. 

WILLIAM  PINKNEY. 
The  MaBOins  Wst^BaLSV,  dtc 
[RafsnBd  to  In  Mi.  Pinknay's  despatch  of  July  S3.] 
Lad  Wellsslsr  to  Hi.  Pinkney. 

Apslbt  Hodbb.  A/y  23, 181D. 

Sib:  I  think  it  may  ba  difficult  to  enter  upOB 

die  subject  of  your  last  aoie,  (reapeeting  the  di- 

plomaiie  rank  of  our  Hinislar  in  America,)  ia 

any  (Aaial  form. 

But  1  have  no  difficulty  in  aisaring  you,  tbu 

''      immediately  to  recommend  tbt 


Minister  PlenipoteatiBry  frora  the  King  ta  tb« 
United  SMisi, 

i  have  the  hoaor  to  be,  dtc. 

WBLLS8LBT. 

WiLuau  PiRCKsr,  Esq.,  dto. 

IHt.  nnkney  to  Mr.  Soiilh. 

LoHOQK,  JufUff  u,  laio. 

Sib:  Ai  Lord  Wellealey  still  withheld  hia 
long-expected  answer  to  ray  note  of  the  30th  of 
April,  respecting  IheBrltuh  blockades  anterior  lo 
the  ^rlin  decree,  and  his  written  overture  in  the 
case  of  the  Chetapeake,  1  sent  him  on  tbe  8th 
instant  a  letter,  of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed.  No 
importunity  had  before  been  spared  which  il  be- 
came me  (0  use. 

I  need  not  trouble  you  with  comments  on  tfaa 
obvious  nawillingness  of  this   Ooveinmeot  to 
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Waeb  th«  fim  nnxieDed  aabject,  or  ■■ytbiDf 
connected  wiib  iu  priaciplci  and  practice  n- 
Meeting  btoekadM,  or  wiib  the  ■y>(«m  of  the 
Order*  m  Couoeil.  Jnsiice  and  pCilicT  both  ia- 
vite  it  to  gJTe  ihe  declnratiDO  wnicb  I  bare  r^ 
qnireit;tnd  ccriaiolr  iwthing  hai  been  omii red 
on  mf  part  to  induce  it  to  take  that  conrie.  I 
fear,  bowever,  ibai  the  declaraiton  will  be  de- 
clined, ddIcm,  indeed.  Lord  Weticder  aboald 
continue  to  evade  my  application,  b^  reiamiog 
BO  antwer  to  it — a  new  practice,  I  ibiatc,  which, 
little  to  be  cpramended  aa  it  I*,  matt,  f  presume, 
if  persisted  in  here,  be  reciprocated  in  Amerten. 

It  is  truly  surprivinK  'hat,  io  the  case  of  the 
Cbesapeikc,  there  ahoold  be  Ihe  tame  backward- 
new.  1  CBD  coDJeciure  no  motive  for  thin  beaila- 
lioa  to  propoK.  in  wriiinff,  terms  arranged  id 
conference  between  Lord  Welletley  and  nyaelf, 
in  an  affair  which  it  ia  the  manifest  iatarest  ol 
England  to  aeltie  aa  aooa  «i  poaiible.  It  i>  now 
almoai  aix  veeka  ainee  Lord  Welteiley  Itil  aa- 
aared  me  (ai  he  had  before  more~4haa  ooce  at- 
iured  me)  that  he  would  pot  me  in  poeuafiun  of 
bia  formal  overture  in  thii  ease  imwitdiattlji.  He 
kiiDwa  that  yon  have  been  made  offidaUy  ae- 
f  naiotcd  with  that  aiiaraace ;  for  1  thoeght  ii 
advisable  to  aubmit  (o  hi*  perusal  before  it  wa* 
tranimitled  (for  the  purpoae  principally  of  avoid- 
ing miinnderaiandinp]  ray  ihorl  letter  to  yon  ctf 
the  (kh  of  last  month,  which  aiates.  ibat  "  In  the 
buainen  of  Ihe  Choapeahc,  be  wiH  write  to  me 
in  a  few  day*  i"  and  furiher,  that  in.  that  buai- 
nets  "  I  do  DOC  expect  any  difficulty." 

There  can  be  no  misconception  ei  to  iba  terms 
ID  be  offured ;  for,  betides  tnat  ibey  were  aiated 
with  great  preciiioo  in  the  confereace  alluded  to 
in  myleiter  to  you  of  [he  dth  ultimo,  aa  well  at 
in  several  antecedent  interviews,  I  wrote  Lord 
Wetletley,  the  day  aAer  that  confereace,  a  pri- 
vate note,  of  which  a  copy  u  now  trtnimitied, 
enctosiug  R  memoraadum  in  peocil  of  the  terms 
which  (ezelnsive  of  any  further  ^ark  «r  ditplea- 
sure  to  Admiral  Berkeley,  very  decidedly  dis- 
couraged bj  Lord  Wcllesley)  "  had  been  spoken 
of  in  uar  different  eon  venations  aa  &l  to  be  pro- 
poaed."  I  do  Doi  Bud  that  1  retained  any  copy  of 
Ihe  memorandum  in  pmeil ;  bat  the  terms  (agree- 
ing in  anbalance  with  thaw  Io  which  I  iotormed 
Toc,  in  my  letter  of  the  13ib  of  June  laal.  Lord 
Wellealey  had  no  objection,)  were  to  this  effect : 

Ut.  The  overture  to  caotatn  such  ■  recital,  or 
Btatcment,  as  is  found  in  Mr.  Brskioe's  letter  to 
you  of  the  17th  April,  1809,  of  the  prompt  disa- 
vowal by  His  Britannic  M^esty  of  the  uonu- 
thorized  act  of  his  nnval  officer,  whose  recall,  as 
•  mark  of  ibe  King's  displeasure,  from  a  highly 
imporlaat  and  honorable  command,  immediately 

2d.  To  offer  withoat  any  reservation  the  res- 
toration of  ifae  men  to  tfae  ships  ffom  which  they 
were  forcibly  taken. 

3d.  To  offer  wiihoat  any  reservation,  and  aa 
part  of  the  terms  of  the  international  adjustment, 
n  aniiaUe  peetiniary  proviaion  for  the  families  of 
(he  persona  slain  in  the  attack,and  for  the  wouod- 
ntsnrTivoia. 


vndeniood,  -iIhi  tbe  ^r 

Cffering  theae  terms  wonid  not  coguii  ibtit 
ion*  wbieb  have  heretofore  ceeasiMrd  nolr 
rassment;  that  the  whole  tStirwoDUbtiuii 
to  take  the  moat  friendly  chirsettr;iBdil»il 
kbould  be  at  libeny  toeipraniB  arnplruili 
overture,  if  1  ihonght  fit,  the  etpNisim  di 
Government  aa  to  the  Ainher  pnoiiliiiiwtfU 
mi  ml  Berkeley. 

I  ought  10  add  that,  in  all  roy  ttmnsraB 
with  Lord  Wellesley  oo  the  eueef  ibCin- 
peake,  he  has  shown  not  oalyadiipoiiMidi 
wish  to  accommodate  it,  and  tballuLtkn- 
fore,  the  more  astonished  at  the  dday  vluiu 
taken  place. 

In  a  few  days  I  intend  ta  reacif  idt  (Anii 
a  eonelnsioD, and  to  oblaia  lo  aaiVEfofsB 
sort  10  my  letter  of  the  30ita  of  Aptil.  liaii 
ficienity  inclined  to  presrnt  a  stroof  ;ipif> 
both  subjects;  but  in  the  acloil  fautniiii- 
fairs,  and  in  the  absence  of  aneh  iaiinoiisu^M 
yon  as  would  e 


not  impossitaleibatLotdWtUciliT'iiKl- 
wardaeas  to  close  the  eua  <tf  ttt  Ctavab 
with  me,  may  arise  from  a  desire  Uui  n^ 
be  adjusted  in  America  tbraa|k  tbcKiHiu- 
ter.  If  this  were  ao,  however, bewnUkinH 
inducement  to  conceal  it  from  ne,aK<i<'i 
aware  that  I  have  always  laierUised  iktaw 
desire. 

When   I  see  him  I  will  adrenioiiE  m 
not  yet  able  to  say  poaitively  who  iitii*»* 

ister  will  be.    Lord anil  hw  ii^  ■" 

spoken  of.  Lord  Wellesley  hu  (int  >"  ** 
other  wriiteo  iuformatioa  oa  tie  «)k1'>''' 
contained  ia  his  letter  of  Ibe  22i  DluoQ.il^r 
communicated  lo  yon.  Hii  veriW  JsfcnM"" 
has  been  of  the  same  eHee^  wiii  ihuijM««* 
that,  he  retained  his  opinion  (neDiioDrdiiBr 
unofficial  letter  to  you  of  the  W  ^  Jw"1 
last,)  that  the  Minister  to  America  N(ki  is  k 
man  of  rank.  As  far  as  may  be  F«JMt,l»^ 
nut  fait  to  do  all  that  is  if  my  penr »  UF" 
the  appointmenL  ^.a 

The  letter  from  General  A'««''''*ii,j;j« 
my  letter  of  the  8th  iniunt  to  Lwd  ""^^ 
alludes,  is  dated  Ibe  24th  of  Jalfi  "'"il^ 
his  wish  that  the  decUratioa  ef  A'  BnliAt^ 
ernment  eoneeming  the  Uockade*  intr  ^ 
laintd  and  forwarded  wiihoot  ddsf. 

I  have  the  honor,  &e.  ^.^r^tr 

Hon.  RoBCKT  BHrrk,  dtc. 

Mi.Pink~yWlIr.8i*         . 

8tB :  I  enclose  the"  Timea-se^^  ^^^ 
morning,  containing  a  ^Pf  ^ ' ^  .k.  no' 
of  the  8th  instant,  and  oT  1  l«<^  °'. '  ,f,in 
date  from  the  Frenih  Mitii.terfi^F^'S"  AJ^i- 
to  Qeoeral  Armsirong.  TheW  '*  V  „|[i. 
p^)rtan[  paper,  of  whwh  I  lwpe«t«""' 
out  delay,  an  official  cammaiiouo"' 

I  have  the  honor  w^Jj^g  puffWT- 
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Bdationa  with  Great  Britain, 


Mr-TinkDeT  b>  Mr.  liaiiA. 

LoHOOR,  Augutl  SI,  1810. 

Sib:  I  have  jast  received  a  eommuiMcalioQ 
Trotii  GeoNal  AimstroDg,  dated  the  6ih  inaiaat, 
iBDooDciog  the  abaolute  raTocallod  ortbe  Berlin 
Lod  Milan  dventa,  and  have,  id  cooHqueDce, 
■cut  m  note  to  Lord  Welleiley,  reqaeitiag  to  ma 
litn.  Lord  Wellesley  it  oat  of  town,  bat  will,  it 
.s  said,  return  lo^iigtit  or  to  pionrov  moraiDg. 

Q«iieral  AnnttroDK  hag  not  .traaamilied  »aj 
iopY  of  the  official  notice  mantioaed  in  hii  let- 
Ler  ;  but,  I  iweMime,  it  i»  the  lame  with  that  pub- 
lished in  tbe  "  MoDiioi"  of  thtf  9tk  ol  which  I 
im  in  pMMMi«n,  and  witb  which  tae  quotation 
Id  0«D«ral  Armstrong'!  letter  aireea. 

I  do  not  know  wbeuurA>>  ennBtraetion  of  that 
locuiQeal  will  be  ihoughl  hereto  be  liable  to  any 
objectioae.  I  think  it  impoisible,  however,  that, 
upOD  BDjr  iaIerpielaiioD  of  it,  thii.  GtoTcraaieni 
;aa  hesitate  to  repeal  iu  Orders  in  CauaciL 

A-copy  of  Qetienil  Armatrong^  letter  to  me  is 
eoclosed.    I  have  llie  honor  to  be,  &c. 

WILUAM  P^NKNKT. 
[Endoaed  ia  the  pnee^ng  letter  .j 
Copy  of  OoMial  Amatrong'i  letter  to  Mr.  nnkoey. 
Parib,  Augtiit  6, 1810. 

Sir  :  I  bare  the  honor  la  iafarm  you  that  Hie 
Majeatr,  the  Emperor  and  King,  hat  been  pleased 
to  revoke  hii  deoraes.of  Berlio  aad  Milan.  Of 
thi*  iniereaiiog  fitat  1  had  this  morning  a  wcitten 
and  official  notice  in  ihe  following  words,  viz : 
"  Je  sairaiitorM&  vods  declarer,  moasiear,  ^ue 
les  d^ereu  de  Berlin  el  de  Milan  soni  riroqafes, 
et  qa'kdaterdalerNoTembre  ilscesterontd'aroir 
lenr  efiet."* 

Biocerelf  hoping  that  f  on  may  be  able  to  inm 
this  circunaMaace  to  some  oseful  accanot,  I  for- 
ward it  i^r  triplicate. 

I  am,  >ir,  with  great  respect,  tec. 

[*TR4II8I.*TIOII.i 

I  aiA  aathorized  to  declare  to  you,  sir,  that  the 
decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milaa  are  reroked,  and 
that  after  the  iit  of  Norember  they  will  cease  to 
have  effect. 

[Thii  note  was  receired  at  the  Deparlmeot  of 
State  on  the  11th  of  November.] 

[tleferrad  to  in  Mr.  Itek^e?'*  denpaleh,  Any.  SI,  tBIO.] 
Qeneral  Armitroog  to  Mr.  Pioknej. 

PaBis,  Aitgiut  7, 1610. 
Bir:  I  hazarded  a  line  or  two  yesterday,  by 
the  way  of  Morlaix,  merely  to  inform  you  that 
the  Imperial  decrees  of  Berlm  aod  Milan  were  st 
last  giten  up.  I  now  send  yoQ,  by  a  more  dire<;l 
coDTeyance,  a  copy  of  the  Duke  of  Cadore's  let- 
ter to  me  of  the  oth  instant. 
I  am  sir,  with  great  respect,  Ac. 

JOfiN  ARMSTRONG. 

Eilnel  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Pinkn^  to  Hr.  SmUi. 
London,  Friday,  Augiut  S4, 1810. 
I  tniumit  a  copy  of  my  answer,  formed  upon 
your  reeeot  i  Detractions,  to  Iiord  Welleeley's  noli- 
11th  Com.  3(1  Sess.— 38 


GcalioD  of  the  blockade  of  Corf  a.  Is  it  not  wonhf 
of  reflection,  whether  an'  attempt  to  blockade  an 
entire  tea  like  the  Adriatic  sbould  not  be  pro- 
tested Bgainsl,  whatever  may  be  the  force  em- 
ployed in  closing  the  passage  to  it) 
[Referred  to  in  Mr.  Pinkney's  despatch  Ot  AngMt  M.] 
Prom  Mr.  Pinbner  to  Lord  WeBesley, 
,    Qreat  CiiuBEBLAKD  Place, 

Atigutt  31, 1810. 

My  Lobd:  I. have  bad  the  hoaor  to  receive 
yoqr  official  note  of  the  ISth  instant,  comma ni- 
caiiog  the  resolution  of  tbe  British  Oorernment 
to  establbb  a  blockade  of  the  canal  of  Corfu,  and 
shall  not  fail  to  transmit  a  copy  of  it,  with  as  litlla 
dday  as  possible,  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
United  States. 

In  the  mean  time  I  lake  the  libertjr,  iu  pariia- 
ance  of  ihe  seniiments  of  the  President  hereto- 
fore signified  to  me^  lo  observe  to  your  Lordship 
that,  as  a  blockade  essentially  implies  a  force  on 
the  spot  for  the  purpose,  and  as  the  Dotificaiion 
required  in  the  case  mu^t  be  a  warning  to  oeairat 
tnidersof  the  fact  that  a  blockade  exists,  the  com- 
maoicBtion  which  yoUr  Lordship  has  made  to  me 
derives  its  title  lo  the  acknowledgment  of  the 
United  Slates  from  the  supposition  that  it  was 
meant  as  a  friendly  pteoionitian,  which,  thongh 
imposing  of  iuelf  no  legal  restraint  on  neutraL, 
nor  indaciog  any  penal  consequences,  might  use- 
fully influence  the  course  of  their  mercaoiile  ex- 
peditions. In  this  sense  the  commuuicaiion  will 
be  received,  bjr  the  President,  as  a  mark  of  that 
friendly  atteotioa  which  ought,  in  all  cases,  to  be 
reciprocally  mainlained;  aod  in  this  sense  the 
President  will  be  tbe  more  disposed  to  regard  the 
commuQication,  as  a  diflcreot  one  would  contra- 
dict the  definition  of  a  blockade,  and  qf  the  reqoi- 
DDiiScaiion  thereof,  contained  in  the  orders 
of  tbe  British  Qoverament  lo  Commodore  Hood 
and  the  Judges  of  the  Vice  Admiralty  Courts,  as 

immunicBted  lo  the  Anierieaa  Government  by 

r.  Meriy,  on  the  ISth  of  April,  1804. 

E  hare  [he  hoaor  to  be,  &e. 

WM.  PINKKEY. 

Tde  M^ROuiB  op,Weli.ebley,  &c. 

[Hefened  to  in  Mr,  Pittkney's  letter  of  Bept  S,  t«10. 
Mr.  Pinkney  to  Lord  Wellesley. 

QrEA.T  CDHBSBI.AKD  P1.AOS, 

AugUMt  26, 1810. 
Mt  Loan:  I  have  the  honor  to  slate  to  yoar 
Lordship  that  I  have  received  frooiQeBeral  Arm- 
strong, Mlnisier  Plenipolentiary  of  tbe  United 
States  at  Paris,  a  letter,  bearing  dale  the  Slh  in- 
stant, in  which  he  iDferins  me  that  the  Oovern- 
meol  of  France  bas  revaku]  i^a  decreet  of  Berlin 
and  Milan,  and  that  he  hat  received  a  writoan  and 
official  notice  of  thai  fact  in  the  following  wards: 
sois  aaiortst  &  vous  iltelarer,  que  lea  dficrets 
lerlin  et  de  Milan  soati6voques,eiqu'A  dater 
du  ler  November  iU  ceiteroni  d'avair  leur  effei." 


ber,  1807,  aod  April,  1809,  and  of  all  other  orders 
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y^MaOiiifi  UpcJoj-'ankld^aa  to,'  or  ia  execution  of 
i^M^.Wft'MiJYor  mUrie;  and  I  ihall  hope  to 
"M  ^kHIta  Vt«(irt<t)Vd3hip,  wiib  «■  little  delay 
'4W |:>M!jil)le,"ti)  i^nMikek  to  my  QoferDmeitt  that 

aneh  revocariMi  tlai.  tokeo  place. 
t.U'tMM■^tnqM1H)vfa^  A«- 

yy-ill.-W'^M  V     WM.  PINKNEY. 
Tli^ji^ifj^piB  vFbij|.^let,  Ac. 
,Pi8i",ri  17.V ->K 

9Vi.-Diii  .■!  -.('ifcipi^ByiloMr.  Smidi- 
■''■-'""^'-"■'  ;'''"■-'  /,  ■toiteoii,  j^ugat*  29,  1810. 
''■■'ftlfe^'lYibjeil'yttt^tdBy  with  Lord  Welleolej, 
^d''ratt?d-'i^t1i'e'Wrf MIy  reiornei]  to  lown  in 
^iJM  tt^hiitS^.  He'^fill  toraplaiQ^  of  iodisposi- 
^tiin?  Wfl^i-c^taibly-ebnld  not  be  considered  aa 
UDfiiiluff  him  .for  busuiew.  Id  b  short  coD*em- 
-Wdtf'VfBriiaftifer'jI^eHfiiafce  that  my  note  respect- 
'f^lU^.'BMiD'arid'Mllaa'ffeciees  should  be  meii- 
'llfa^^ayo'his'cbllSii^Ae^'tb'day,  and  (hat  I  should 
'h'lVt  ■b'^itiniediiiabtii^'frer;  that  the  affair  Of  the 
rClitfsa^^i^e'""w&u}d''1)e  lettled  to  toy  saiisfac- 
'tiott^'  that  He  tl^lEeved  he  thould  recommend  to 
■tt'e-'Kiiigth*appbbhilfe6tWaMiQi3ierPler)ipo- 
't^^a^lb  the  VDiteJ'Blkies  either  (his  week  or 
'■(lie'ieiii  Ait''^V'hka  Ifrb  persona  in  bia  eye, 
^{t;fibt^.'Bte'n';6f''bi^;N'fBnk,^  hut  (hat  he  could  noi 

' iSaiTie  (fiL'tnii)  me  at  present.    As 

I^tJityj»e^iA'Jt[ed,Iarged  prompti- 
«ie  'suGi^cis  Bs  mdUpensabie.  aod 
Dtifidi^de  Ibi'i  ihev  would  be  dis- 
AhTol^  ibcf  u)^roaen)Qg  nteeiing  of 

I'tlftfi^tfof^^lNsiandingpasiprom- 
i  f^r'beeii  dbtie,  and  tbst  tbere  is 
iit'^^b^ShiJIl-liaTe  anyibi|ia  but 
if  ^riiiy^l^iisted  with  this ;  and 
a«eA  lU'y  Awi^  ioclination,  pui  a 

S'  'If  i*-'BhlBr,  howeTer,  lo  do 
,  ;i){«fft^"(iat;u^  DDiil    "      " 
-  "o'act  upoQ  my 


(hePrders^JiTCt 


'H;ttSaflti;"(iat;u^  ontil  ihi'a  Goi 

^.Li^nQme'Voact  upon  my  note 

tt'^^^iild  decline  to  repeal 

,'(rfS^'''I  am  told  is  quite 

ladts^'otf  lay  pan  will  nare 

ibb  of  ptmiDK  it  more  clearly  in 

thewrong.'''^-'^^^-'''^-''^''^"'''' 

If  it  Hhoold  declineitrrcpeal,  the  Preiident  may 
.t)«a|i>f»tR^,it>M  I>JNlL'WHJ(ffl  .W  pretent  luch  a 

'<l'Hj>vfcHAlt%Mbr  10  be,  &c. 
iiiov  r.1 ',^  .,  ..J  v..,J  ,:fi  'Wrt.lpiNKNEY. 

tatiHiJ  ^r!i  \-  vi3.;fM.'iiP_j'1  -11 


-m-i't-n  ':iXoid:V^ritMWA>«>viri4ko«T. 
'a\\  r'^a  V  ■:  'ivFn»iui)i^Oma,A9gvt  31, 1810. 
bni;aniSTl'>bat«vibB^tiaM*'  M  wlii«Dwl«d{;e  the  re- 
: 'drip! I qf. y wui Ici iw: «a de« i ifat^J the  iiSrh  iDtiaoi. 
Ki:i^>tlM  fi3d  Ttf  J\«riiatM  E80S,^Hia  Majesty's 
1'WnKHf  la.A«qwi»  ApglaMi  M  tke  Ooreromenl 
"iiflihieJJaiied'Sldm-i^Hu-Mai^iy'B  earnest  de- 
ndrflitoinetlKr eommneb of  1^. world  restored  to 
■har.friedoni'wtaifah.  It  BteitAarr  for  ita  pros- 
'^MimiaiHl!UsRhdiD«M4b  ab^ddba  the  systeoi 


which  had  been  foned  upon  bio,  vbtunrit 
eaemy  should  retncl  the  ptiaciplti ^hicb U 
rendered  it  necessary." 

1  am  commanded  by  HisMajtsiyiorepeiiik 
declaralioD,  and  lo  aasure  you  thii  nbraeiuui 
repeal  of  (he  Fiencb  decrees  shall  krt  lan^ 
taken  effec(,  and  the  cooaraerceorDtiHraJiiUK 
shall  have  beea  restored  [othecondiiidDiiiiict 
it  Elood  prtTJoudy  to  the  prooinlpiiincfuw 
decree).  Hia  Majeaty  will  feel  ihe  biibsiaui' 
ftctiop  in  relinquishing  a  ayslen  >liiclittni' 
duct  of  the  enemy  compelled  him  loulif 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  iu. 

.  WSLLBSIiT. 

Wh.  Pinkkbt,  Eaq. 

Mr.  PinkiMT  lo  Mi-  ^i*ti- 

LonooH,  &p'<*itr3,lSIIi 
Sib:  Lord  Weilesley  seni  me  hi)U»>)r° 
terdar  to  my  note  of  the  25ih  ulliaiii, rtipcii^ 
the  Berlin -and  Milan  decrees.  IhKioiUiw 
mil  a  copy  of  it.  A  copy  shall  be  miiii^i 
delay  to  General  ArmsirODs. 
I  have  ihe  honor  to  be,  &c- 


Mr.  Pinkocry  to  Hr.  taoKm- 

LoiiooB,&pfc«hrlf, 

Sia;  IreceivedyeaierdayfromLiifdWfll*^ 
an  answer,  dated  the  31sl  of  liH  oomM'"! 
Dole  of  ibe  25ih,  in  which  l  ew"""^'!!" 
bim  the  purport  of  your  letter  tii«"f<«7; 
respeciing  the  Berlin  and  Milwte««;»«J' 
hasten  lo  put  you  in  po»sesiiop(bi»ip«*'"r 
sengerl  of  a  copy  of  each  of  ihwP'P^'"'' 
nsed  according  to  your  diMreiioD. 

It  is  extremely  dwirable  that  i  ilw  J  h" 
without  loss  of  time,  the  beDrfliif«f_^ 
tioos  upon  this  anawer  ai  yomi«r»"*T™ 
10  laTor  nae  wiih,  and  orsuc1)iii'('r"i"T''^" 
lated  to  regulate  my  coarse  wiili  f^"l? 
your  local  uoskton  may  enable  yon  '''."™* 

Yoar  letters  of  ibe  6ih.Dd7il.BlUDioWfl 
in  representing,  (with  perfeci  P=P''«I|J.,,V 
Ibat  the  revocStioD  of  ihe  Be^ni  wJ  M"f5 
cree.  i.  lo  take  tffecl  (ri»o/aft*'to ''gf^ 
November,  and  I  have  ao  pui  H  ^  ,f  ^'^ 
Govemmenl.  Yon  wiUleliii«t"*'f'|°;C 
(which  1  do  not  in  the  !«^i '«l«''fJS 
dttcovered  in  tliis  represeniaUoii,orini 

whicb,  looking  lo  four  wprwiia''"'^ 

'  You  will  petcelvt  ibal  i»"  tSX'i<'^ 
Lord  Wellraley's  answer  is  r««T,,  .uu  hi" 
when  tbe  lepflal  of  Ihe  Frenct  rfi«"  f  ^. 
Bctuilly  ulien  eflect,  and  ihe  ""^u,hi«i' 
ml  nniion.  .b.ll  h..e  bee.  if  ">"',,  », 
diiioo  in  which  ihoee  i^"" 'T 'L  of"- 
[here  is  ooihiog  equisocsl '» '"'"|  ,foile 
sions.  tbe  pledgfis,  I  pra"";''Tfcii«ti» 
present,  i(  the  reoJl  of  the  f"^£^m 
Jlot  depend  on  t  condition  ?«««»* 
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bnve  4UppoMd.  ir,  on  the  older  .babd,  it  is  no- 
deratooil  thB[,  before  the  French  repeal  is  to  take 
effect,  DBmelf,  before  the  ti(  or  3d  of  November, 
-Qreat  BritAio  miut  revoke  her  Ordert  io  Couoail, 
so  that  the  orders  shall  eeise  (a  operate  at  the 
saine  moment  with  ibe  decrees;  or,  if  it  isuader- 
stood  that  the  British  blockades,  to  which  Prance 
objects,  (that  of  Maf.  1806,  for  example,)  must 
be  recalled,  or  daelared  not  to  be  is  foree,  before 
the.  same  period;  then,  aadoubtedlf,  the  plet^ 
is  Doihiog.  If  ibe  pledge  is  sufficient,  we,  bare 
only  to  let  the  tnatler  rest  aotil  Novemner.  If  it 
is  iDsafficient,  I  cannot  be  .too  sooa  emplojred  is 
taking  a  new  course. 

1  ou^fat  to  msDtioih  however,  that  1  ara  aow 
preparing  a  note  to  Lar4  Welletley,  to  be  pre- 


depeads  upon  thoae  blockades  betog  put  out  of 
the  waf  oi  not. . 

Begging  you  ta  let  me  hear  from  fou  as  soon 
«B  convenient,  I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect  and 
consideration,  &c. 

WM.  PINKHEY. 

Mi.  KnkQsT  to  Mr.  Smith. 

LoHDoR,  iSepftmber  4, 1810. 
StR :  I  have  just  recEived  your  letters  bf  Lieif- 
teDBDt  Spence.  Their  dates  are  as  fuUown :  I7tb 
July,  1810;  fith  July,  (original  and  duplicate  0 
2d  July,  (original  and  duplicate',]  30tb  June, 
(origiDal  and  duplicate;)  16tb  Juse,  (duDlicate, 
the  original  bad  been  received  before;)  13ih 
JoDe,  (duplicate,'  the  original  had  already  beeO 
teceived.) 

I  have  only  time  to  add,  that  the  repeal  of  the 
French  decrees  (as  communicated  to  me  by  Gen- 
eral Armstrang,)  and  the  reply  of  Lord  Wellealey 
of  the  31tt  uft.,  to  my  commuDicatton  on  that 
sabjcct,  do  not  appear  to  me  to  take  away  the  ae- 
cessiiy  of  tzecutiog  the  instractions  contained  in 
yoDr  lAlersof  tbeSdandStb  of  July,  relative  to 
the  Britisb  blockades,  although  they  may  affect 
the  manner  of  exectitiog  those  instructions.  The 
note,  which  I  imend  lo  present  on  this  occasion, 
will  be  ready  io  a  day  or  two,  and  shaU  be  sent 
in  itamedialelr.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  tcx. 
WJH,  PINKNEy. 


P.  B.  Lord  Wetiesler  sent  ma  ametsage 
--'-,-,  if^I 
,   itof  mr  la 
monication,  he  would  raeelra  me  to-day. 


illoD,  that,  it  I  atill 
on  the  subject  of  mr  late  com- 
>uld  raeelra  me  to-day.  I  re- 
plied that  I  had  no  wish  lo  set  htm  oo  that  sub- 
ject, but  that  iiroi^tbe  necemry  to  write  hima 
note  upoa  it  berealtar.  L  mean  to  coafioe  myself 
as  much  aa  possible  lo  written  idtercQurse.wilh 
Lord  Wdleder. 

WM.  PINKHEY. 

Mr.  Pinknej  to  Mr.  Smith. 

Loudon,  aff^ember  7.  1810. 
Sir:  It  has  been  supposed  here,  that  the  BOtiG- 
catioo  of  a  blockade  of  ibe  "  Canal  of  Coifu,"  on 


the  18lh  of  last  moDih,  was  intended  to  etoaa  tha 
Adriatic  ;  and  the  Elngliah  newspapers,  as  yon 
will  have  perceived,  so  represented  it.  In  my 
letter  to  vou  of  the  20lh  ult.,  communicating  a 
copy  of  toat  noiificaiioq,  I  have  adopted  this  em- 
struclion,  which  now. appears  lo  be  erroneoot. 
The  "canal,''  to  which  the  noliScation  is  now 
understood  to  apply,  is  the  narrow  paiaage  to  the 
eastward  of  Corfii. 

I  bare  Ibe  honor  to  be,  dec. 

WM.  PINCNEY. 

ROBIRT  SuiTH,  Esq.,  &c. 

Hi.  Pinkney  to  Mr.  Smith. 

.  Loiiooit,  Septemhtr  15,  ISIO. 
BiH :  I  seed,  enclosed,  a  oopy  of  a  second  letter 
which  I  have  wiiiten  to  Lord  VVellesley.reapect- 
ing  the  stoppage  of  Ameriean  resaeU  attempting 
CO  pass  the  Sound,  tozether  with  a  copy  of  the 
protest  of  the  master  of  the  American  ship  Alert, 
mentioned  in  that  tetter,  which  is  well  entitled  to 
your  attention.  -  I  have  the  honor  to  be.  dbc. 

WM.  PINffiNEY. 


[Rebired  to  in  Hi.  Pinknsj's  letter  of  Sept.  IC,  1810.] 
Mi.  Rakney  to  Lord  WdlMley. 

Great  Cdhbeblahd  Place, 
BejOember  IS,  1810. 

MtLord:  In  my  note  of  the  1st  instant,  I  had 
the  honor  to  inform  yont  Lordship,  that  it  bad 
been  staled  to  me,  in  a  letter  from  Qottenburg, 
that,  io  consequence  of  sOme  misconception  of  tha  . 
effect  of  the  order  fpr  esiablishiog  a  blockade  of 
Blsinore  in  May  last,  American  vessels  had  re- 
cently been  prevented  from  passing  the  Bonad  by 
the  Eoglisb  naval  force  in  that  quarter ;  and  1 
requested,  that,  if  this  autemenc  was  correct, 
sticb  explanatioDs  might  be  transmitted  to  the 
British  Commander,  as  might,  at  least,  confine 
the  blockade  in  question  to  the  port  agaiiut  which 
it  had  been  professedly  institoted. 

As  I  have  not  i^ceired  any  answer  to  ihatnoie, 
and,  consequently,  do  not  know  whether  any  or- 
der has  been  given  Io  remove,  the  interruption 
whjeh  it  mentions,  I  feel  it  to  be  necessary  to  lay 
before  your  Lordship  the  enclosed  origioal  pro- 
test of  the  master  of  the  American  ship  Alerli 
which  apjiears  to  establish  the  existence  of  that 
inierrupiion  in  a  form  as  exceptionable  as  ilcouM 
possibly  assume. 

Whatever  may  be  the  ground  upon  which  Sit 
James  Saumarez  has  thought  fit  to  issue  his  or- 
ders to  close  the  passage  of  the  Sound  to  AmerU 
can  vessels,  returniogin  the  prosecnlionofalaw- 
ful  trade  to  the  United  States,  or  proceeding  in  a 
contrary  direction,  your  Lordship  will,  I  am  per- 
suaded, thiok  with  me,  that  my  Oovernment  haa 
a  fair  claim  to  be  made  acqoaiaied,  either  throngh 
me,  or  through  snch  other  channel  as  your  Lord- 
ship may  deem  more  proper,  with  the  intentiona 
of  the  British  GaTerjiment  on  tbe  subject. 

Before  \  conclude  this  letter,  I  must  call  yoar 
Lordship's  aiteutioQ  io  the  particular  clrcuna- 
ataaces  of  the  caw  which  has  mainly  prodncad 
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i^  and  to  the  rcdnaa  whicd  ibme  eirauquttHnB 
pUiDly  require. 

The  Alert  hna  been  teiz^  and  sent  to  Eog- 
land  bf  Che  Africa  for  Salvage.  The  peril  from 
which  ihe  wms  Nved— if  ahe  wee  ssTed  from  aoy 
|Mril — was  oreeted  by  the  iDJOHtiee  of  the  eapinr- 
tea  TCMei,  in  lamiDg  her  from  the  ic^ir  conrH 
ofner  homeward  royege. 

That  the  commaDder  of  the  Africa,  or  thoee 
under  whom  he  acted,  iboolJ  be  reaponsible  to 
ibA  ntraost  for  the  Iom  oecasioDed  by  that  injiu- 
tice,  leemi  to  be  perfectly  reaaonable ;  hni  n  ii 
difficak  to  imagiDe  in  what  way  he  can  expect 
to  derire  from  it  a  right  to  iofliine  the  IiAe  for  fait 
own  adrantage.  I  trust  that  the  attempt  will  be 
repressed  in  a  eniiaUe  manner,  and  that,  in  place 
of  aalrige  to  be  paid  by  the  injured  neutral,  com- 
pensation will,  in  some  mode  or  other,  be  awarded 
to  him  for  the  damages  he  has  been  made  to 
swtaio. 

The  impreMment,  on  board  the  Alert,  of  fbnr 


catiag  under  an^  o i re nms lancet ;  but,  on  this 
casion.  (supposing  the  enclosed  narratire  to 
(nie,)  it  IS  not  only  characterized  by  an  ntier  dis- 
regard of  the  rights  of  the  Amerioan  OoTeroment, 
and  by  the  oppression  of  its  citizens,  bat  is  prac- 


Hr.  iHokney  to  Lcsd  Wellesl^. 
Qkbat  CvHBEHLANn  Place, 

September  21, 1810. 

Mt  Lobd:  On  the  30th  of  April  lait.I  had  the 
honor  to  address  a  note  to  your  Lordsbip,  in 
which. upon  the  iadueetnenli  which  it  slated,! 
took  the  liberty  to  inqnire  whether  there  was  any 
objection,  on  the  part  of  His  Majesty's  Qorern- 
ment,  to  a  revocation,  or  to  a  declaration  tbai 
they  were  no  longer  in  force,  of  the  British  block- 
ides  of  France,  of  a  'date  anterior  to  Ihe  jBerlia 
decree. 

in  a  second  note,  of  the  33d  of  lone,  I  had  the 
honor  to  recall  your  Lordship's  alieotioD  Co  that 
inquiry,  and  to  add  lhaiipy-Giorernmeni  expected 
from  me  a  comamoication  upon  it.  And  pa  the 
8th  of  AugosL  it  was  agaia  bronghi  to  your 
Lordship's  recollection  in  tne  same  mode.  It  was, 
moreover,  mentioned  in  several  conversations  af- 
ter Ihe  delivery  of  my  first  note,  which  had,  in 
fiiec,  been  preceded  by  verbal  explanacions  on  my 

Srt,  as  well  as  by  an  abortive  correspondence 
writing,  to  which  some  of  those  explsnatioDs 
were  preparatory. 

If  I  bad  been  so  fortunate' as  lb  obtain  for  iny 
hitherto  unanswered  ini^uiry,  the  notice  which  I 
bad  flalteied  rayselfit  might  receive,  and  to  which 
I  eeruioly  thought  it  was  recommended  by  the 
plainest  consideracioos  of  policy  and  justice,  it 
would  not,  perhaps,  have  been  oecessaryfor  me 
to  trooUa  your  LordshtpwiththisletKr,thepuc- 


poee  «f  which  is  in  T«ry  few  vtrii  ai 
His  Majesty's  Oorei 
iQons,  of  the  s 


t  Majesty's  Oorerameot,  ia  pamiMi 


oftheOoTemiiiecnoftheDaiiedSlita,iq 
■Uch  blockades  as  that  which  mj  iiqan] 
pally  regarded. 

Those  seMimeiila  and  ezpeetsiim  m 
explained  in  twoletiers,fioDiMr.Sniai 
ison,  of  the  27lh  of  October,  1803,  ig  <ti 
ton,  and  of  Ibe  3d  of  /ane^  18IA  to  Kk 
thai  Very  little  more  is  reqniftd,  i*  Utn 
«f  my  instructions  on  this  oecniM.ita: 
ahenld  refer  yonr  Lordship  to  lbs  npBii 
letters,  which  are  herewith  DaaMind 

rour  Lordship  will  peweive  1^  iki 
and  conalusive  objeeiioD^  in  li*  isi  n 
be  found  in  thoee  papers,  (espedtUjiiai 
which  was  ocoasione«  by  a  eoamiisin 
the  British  Consul  at  New  ToH[,ofiKTM 
Commodore  Hood,  ia  July,  tB03,  ikM 
of  Martinique  and  Onndaloapc  wmniN 
time  had  been,  blockaded,)  applTlsamT 
ades  which  Great  Britain  has kieffiRB 
establish ;  but  in  a  particuLat  nmiBM 
May,  1806,  (from  the  Elbe  to  Bmliw- 
ihat  in  Iha  spring  of  1808,  of  itieeW*- 
Zealaad,  ana  to  thai,  in  Uaieb,  1W.»'  | 
of  Mauritius  sod  Bourbon.  I 

The  OoreTuaieDt  of  the  DniitdSwi- 
corer  no  just  foundation  for  thnsMt"' 
liar  attempts  to  blockade  eoiire  cm'^ 
canons  With  which  the  fact  hwic** 
dence.  It  views  them  as  nnwsrm""^'' 
tions  of  intercourse  rather  than  r(|*i^ 
and  as  retembliog;  in  ail  tbeit  eotcs^^ 
the' extraordioary  decrees  and  w*""*^ 
Ibe  last  four  years,  have  neatljf  w**  '. 
trace  of  the  public  law  of  the  wwM,":^ 
aged  by  menaces  of.hostile  ^''"'l^' 
sued  with  seizure  and  cooflseslws  «*» 
most  innocent  trade  of  nentrsl  """V. 

It  may  now  be  hoped  tiisi  i^"*^,'; 
orders  are  abooi  to  disappear  f<""''''"!lj 
I  may  presume  that,  as  my  Oorva^^- 
no  Moclude  like  that  of  May,  IWf,™*^ 
them.  ,       .- 

Your  Lordship  has  infurmed  bh"!" 
note,  that  it  is  "His  Majesty's  w^^. 

Se  the  commerce  of  the  worH  »«" 
udom  which  is  necessary  w/"^^ 
And  I  cannot  suppose  that  thitnMi*  ^ 
stood  to  be  eonsiatent  with  «*«?*rl. 
adea.  which  may  b*  so  expudM  "^ 
without  the  aid  at  aay  ttewdeTin|!^ 
annihilate  every  trade  bat  that  ahK>|^ 
thbks  fit  to  ll«nse.  It  is  act,  I  ■''Lui: 
freedom  that  your  Lordship  caa  l"^ 
allude.  „Mi»'' 

1  am  the  more  incliasd  to  «  f^ ,  n 
point,  because  I  have  now  »«";%.■ 
known  official  exposiUoo,  eoo«'™^j^f 
roost  exact,  of  the  Briliih  dwi^rJiil 
it  stood  in  1804,  coniaiaed  ii."''^Lf 
Mmy,  His  Majesty's  Minista'"*"^* 
very  able  remonairance  above  b""^ 
Mr.  Madison  to  Mr.  TboraiMi. 
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In  tlmt  r«f>lr  (of  the  12ih  of  April,  1S94,)  it  U 
omMMy  ■iii)Ouac«d  to  th«  Ch>*en»neDt  of  ihe 
Jnitcd  Stam,  "  by  Hit  Mkjeity's  command,  o^- 
lificd  to  Mr.  Merry  b^  the  priacipal  Secielar;  of 
Slate  for  Foreign  Aflai»,  ttai,  for  n4<*BsiDg|^the 
{rievaace  coiqplaiDed  ot"  bjr  toe  AmericaB  Qor- 
fTDineni,  ordar*  bad  been  wut  lo  ConHaorfoM 
Hood  (aod  the  oecesMry  directiaaa  gireo  to  the 
Vica-Adtniraltf  Courts  in  the  Weat  Indiei  sad 
Aroeriea)  "not  to  conaider  tioj  Uockada  of  the 
iBlmoda  oiUaniniqneandQaDdaloDpeaiexiatiDg, 
unlesa  in  respect  of  parlicular  porta  whkh  ipig:&t 
be  aciaally  lavMiediund  thenuottocapcatevea- 
HlBbouBd  to  lach  porta,  ualaas  thej  should,  pre- 
Tioualf  b«Te  beeo  mtraed  not  to  enter  ibem." 

It   is   natwal   Lo  cooclode,  that,  thon^h   iha 
"  gtievaBec,"  which  thi^  fhwlc  commttaieation 
condemDB,  hw  been  since  so  of^n  tepaaled,  as  al- 
most to  maliB  OS  loae  tiglit  of  ibe  rule  in  tba  multi- 
tude of  its  Tiolationa,  yoar  Lordahip  eoold  not' 
apeak  of  the  reatMation  of  the  josi  freedom  trf' 
commenM,Maa  event  danred  bf  Oreai  Britain^ 
triihout  aoBte  refereDoe  to  the  neglcoud  doetrioe 
«f  Ihia  paper,  and  without  some  £tea  of  reviTiM  :* 
.With  regard  to  the  blookad*  of  Mn,  1806,  Ir 
pel  that  I  naTe  failed  to  obtain  an  MmiaiiaD,  a 
parently  warmated  1^  facta,  and  iarited  by  ej 
eumstaneea,  that  it  ia  ool  in  forae, 

Yoar  lnwdihip'i  aaawen  to  mj  leitera  of  the 


lojuaiify  iheopiaioa  thatlhiabloekade. 
the  Ordera  in  Council  of  1897,  with  which  it  was 
perfectlf  eongeoiaj^  It  caa  seaioely  be  aaid,  that, 
aince  thepromalfalioB  «C  tbdae  ordera,  there  haa 
I  been  ereo  (labowof  taBiot«iDiagit,aaauaoiiial 
,  blockade,  by.a  iiationary  foroe,  adaqsate  or  iaad- 
,  equate,  djeiribated  with  that  Tiew  aleog  the  ica- 
,  mense  tine  trf'  coaat  Wbieh  it  affected  to  effbraee. 
,  And  if  it  baa  set  been  eonataDll^  ao  mainuined. 
^  nor  eves  attrapied  to  be  maintained,  as  an  aalnat 
.  blockade,  but  ma  yielded  its  fiinetiana  aince  1809 
,  to  Ordera  in  Council,  neither  being;  nor  ^fea- 
,  aiag  to  be,  actual  bloalndea,>)t  may,  1  imagine,  be 
.    very  >afe^  aaeuied  that  it  exiaia  ito  longer. 

Bui  as  this  itionvluaiDn  haa  not  been  adopwd, 
but  has  rather  been  reauted  by  your  Lordalup,it 
ii  my  dutff,  ia  itanamiitiag  IM  eadDaed  eopy  of 
an  act  of  the  Coagreaa  of  the  United  Suiet,  pused 
oa  Ihe  1st  of  May,  1610^  entitled  "An  net  ooa- 
ceroiax  the  commercial  mlereonne  beimea  tha 
Vailed  Sutes  and  Oteat  Britain  and  Franoe. 
and  iheir.  dependencies,  and  for  other  pvrpoaca," 
to  state  to  your  Lordship  thai  an  annulment  of 
the  blockade  of  May,  1806,  ia  eonsiderad  by  the 
Ptasideat  to  be  as  iDdispCMaUe,  in  the  view  of 
that  act,  as  tha  reToealion  of  the  Briiiah  Orden 
in  Conocil.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &a 

WU.P1NENEY. 

Mr.  Pinknej  to  Mr.  Smith. 

Sir;  I  have  already  seat  you  a  copy  of-  Lord 

Wellesley's^eply  to  that  part  uf  my  letter  of  the 

15ib  instant  which  particularlr  rejected  the  case 

t    tiSi^ileil.    The  amount  of  that  reply  w«s,jliat 


QeTemment«oald  not  tnterftre,  and  that  the  ease 

as(  be  leA  to  the  Court  of  Admiralty., 

I  now  tranimit  hia  answer  to  that  part  of  my 
latter  whioh  Horded  Ibe  effect  of  the  blockade  of 
Ehinore,  (a>  u  waa  interpreted  by  Sii'  Jamea 
Ehiumatez,)  on  the  paMa|:e  of  the  Soond ;  from 
which  it  apjMars  that  it  is  not  yet  intended  to 
close  that  passage. 

No  notice  has  been  taken  of  tba  reaidae  of  my 
letter  concerning  the  fo^r  Ameriean  aeaman  taken 
from  (he  AlerL  *  * 

As  1  hare  transmitted  job  a  copy  of  Lord  Wel- 
lesley's  reply  to  mjr  application  for  the  release  of 
the  MarTjfromwhieh  it  was  10  be  inferred  that  she 
would  be  immediately  released,  I  ougbl  now  to 
meotiou  that,  so  br  from  beiog  released;  she  it  to 
be- forthwith  proceeded  against  as  prize.  Theaa 
things  require  a  large  stock  of  patience. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  A«. 

WM.  PINKHEY. 

Roar.  SviTB,  Esq.  dbc 

[Safsrtad  to  and  endosed  in  the  preceding.] 
J^ord  WaUvley  to  »r.  PIfikney. 

FoRiioit  Otfios,  i^.  26, 1810. 

The  Maraois  Wollealey  has  tha  honor  to  ae- 
quaint  tit.  Pinknev,  in  asBWcr  to  that  part  of  hia 
ktter  of  the  lAth  instant,  reUting  to  an  alleged 
miseonoeplioa  of  the  <Order  in  Couaeil  for  tha 
Uookade  of  Elsiboie,  that  it  ie  the  intention  of 
Hia  Majesty;'a  OoTarament  that  tkat  UoAade 
^ould  be  siijetly  eonfiaed  to  ibe  periof  BIsinore, 
and  that  it  does  not  affbct  any  vesaela  professedly 
bound  up  the  Sonnd,  ualesa  it  should  appear  fron 
ijMir  pasers  that  ibey  are  bound  to  Blstnore. 


Gonsideiatiaa> 


The  Hbrqnia  WefiealOT  ben  to 
Fii>kney  the  assuranea  oi  his  oigb 
Wm.  Pinkret,  Esq.  fte. 


Mr.  'PliAn«T  to  Mr.  RniA. 

LORDOR,  Oct.  &  ISIO. 
-  8iB :  Lord  Wetlesley's  comma nieation  con- 
cerning the  paisageof  the  Sound  was  supposedgby 
a  mercnant  here  to  whom  I  showed  it,  to  be  am- 
biguons,  by  reason  of  the  expressions  "bound  up 
the  Sound."  4c. 

The  nmbi{[nity  has,  howerer,been  removed  (if, 
indeed,  there  was  any)  by  a  note  which  1  have 
jost  received  from  the  Foreign  Office  in  answer 
to  one  from  me. 

It  says  that  '■  no  vessel  will  be  subject  to  the 
rcstrietiODs  of  the  blockade  of  Etsinore  but  inch 
as  may  be  going  to  that  port,  in  whaterer  direc- 
tion they  may  be  passing  tbe  Sound."  It  says  fur- 
ther, that  "  the  equivoque  in  the  original  comrau- 
nieation  was  certunly  not  intentional."  I  hare 
'  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

WM.  PINKNET. 

Mr.  Bwth,  Seaetary  of  State,  (o  Mr.  Pbifcaey. 

DMABMBllTOvStlTa, 

October  19, 1810. 
Sw :  Your  dei^atch  of  tba  S4tb  of  Anguat,  e»- 
eloMDg  a  newspaper  statement  of  a  letter  Tram  tbe 
Duke  gf  Cadoie  to  Qeaeral  Armstrong,  neiiiying 
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»  nrouiioo  of  the  Bcrlja  and  Milan  deonei,  haa 
beea  receired.  tt  ousht  not  lo  b«  dovbled  ikat 
this  Uep  of  lb«  French  Ooreninicot  vill  be  fol- 
lowed bj  ■  repeal  on  the  mm  of  the  Brilitb  Qor- 
aniineDt  of  its  OrdeM  io  Conocil.  A»d  if  a  ler 
nination  of  the  ctiiii  between  Qreat  Britain  aod 
the  United  States  be  really  imended,  the  repeal 
on^ht  to  iaclnde  the  system  of  paper  bicckades, 
Thiah  differ  in  name  only  from  the  retaliatory  sys- 
tem eomprtted  in  the  Orders  in  Cooncil.  From 
*  the  complexion  of  the  Briiilh  prints,  not  tc  mes' 
lion  otiwr  eonsideratidos,  the  paper  bicckades 
may,  however,  not  be  abandoDed.  There  is  benee 
aprospecl  that  the  United  States  may  be  brought 
to  issue  with  Gfeat  Britain  on  the  legality  of  tach 
blockades.  Id  sacb  ease,  as  it  eannoi  be  expected 
that  the  United  Slates,  feanded  as  ifaer  are  in  law 
and  in  right,  ean  accjaiesee  in  the  vafidiiv  of  the 
British  practice,  it  lies  with  the  British  Oorern- 
mant  (o  remore  the  diSculif .  la  addition  to  the 
epnsideratioos  heretofore  staled  to  you  in  former 
letters,  you  may  bring  to  the  view  of  the  British 
Qovernment  the  retrotpectire  operation  of  those 
diplomatie  notifications  of  blockades  which  con- 
sider a  notice  to  the  Mioisler  as  a  notice  to  "his 
OoranimeDt,  and  to  iha  meKbants  who  are  at  a 
distance  of  tbtee  Ihonsand  miles.  It  will  reeur 
10  yotiT  TCcOlleciiOD  that  the  present  Ministry,  in 
the  debatee  of  Parliament,  in  opposition  to  ibe 
asihors  of  the  orden  of  January,  1807,'deDied  that 
they  were  warranted  by  the  law  of  Dstioasi  The 
Bsalogy  between  these  orders  and  the  blockade  of- 
Hay,  1806,  in  so  far  as  both  relate  to  a  trade  be- 
tween enemy  ports,  funlshes  an  appeal  to  the 
conststeocy  of  those  now  in  office,  and  an  answer 
to  the  attempts  by  them  to  vindicate  the  legality 
af  that  Uocfcade.  It  is  remarkable,  also,  that  this 
blockade  is  founded  on  "the  netr  and  exiraordl- 
oary  means  resorted  to  by  the  enemy  far  the  pur- 
pose of  distressing  the  commerce  "  of  British  tub- 
jects."  Whataiethnsemeansl  In  wbattespect 
do  they  violate  our  neutral  rights  7  Are  they 
still  in  operation?  It  is  believed  that  true  an- 
swers to  these. qaestions  will  enforce  the  obliga- 
tion of  yielding  to  our  demands  on  tbis  subject, 
Yod  may,  also,  refer  the  British  Qovernment  to 
the  characterisiio  defiuilioo  of  a  blockaded  port, 
a*  set  forth  in  their  ireatj^  with  Russia  of  June. 
1801,  the  preamble  of  which  declares  that  one  of 
its  objects  was  to  settle  "an  invariable  dr 


Should  the  British  Qovernment  unexpectedly 
nsort  to  the  pretext  of  an  acquiescence,  on  the 

Cri  of  the  United  States,  in  their  -pTactice,  it  may 
remarked  thai,  prior  to,  as  well  as  during,  the 
present  Admin islrsiion,  this  Government  has  in- 
variably protested  against  such  pretensions ;  and. 
fn  addition  to  other  instances  heretofore  commu- 
nicated to  yOu,  I  herewith  transmit  to  you  an  ex- 
tnct  of  a  letter  to  the  Department  of  State  of 
Jsly  15,  1799,  from  Mr.  Eine  onr  Minister  ot 
London,  and  also  such  part  of  Mr.  Marshall's  let- 
ter to  him:  of  the  20th  aetitember,  1800,  as  relates 
to  lb«  nbject  of  blockades.  And  it  may,  snore- 
flver,  be  nrgad^  that  the  pritmiple  now  contended 
fw  by  the  DniMd  States  was  maintained  against 


others,  u  well  aa  Qrect  Britain,  ss  sppein  fn 
the  socompanTing  copy  of  tbe  letter  id  mr  H» 
ister  at  Hadrid  in  the  year,  1801.  Tothiipni. 
ciple  tbe  United  States  alao  adbered,  wbn  i  M- 
ligerent,  asin  the  case  of  the  blockade  ofTiipili 
as  win  be  teen  by  the  annexed  lenenfrm  ik 
Navy  Department-  YoDWillpieMOBltiejiaciai 
friendship,  and  policy  of  Oieat  Briuinwti 
course  of  proceeding  as  will  obvitle  Ike  dibu 
resulting  to  tbe  United  States  frem  i  nis«l  a 
pu^an  end  to  the  paper  blockades  at  wdeih 
Orders  in  Couacll. 

The  necessity  ofrevokiDg  the  blockade  of  Ct- 
penhagen,  as  notified  loyoaia  Mif,  lEKiil 
Dot  escape  yonr  atiaolion.  Its  contiDiHDet  ar 
embarrass  us  with  Denmark,  if  not  «iik  fiun- 
Your  aoBwer  as  to  the  Corfa  bloekide  li  ippw 
ed,  and  should  the  answer  to  it  reader  iRplrii- 
cessary,  the  President  directs  you  to  jtaasm* 
■gainst  SDch  a  blockade;  availing  roDnel/,ii&t 
as  ibey  may  be  applieabic,  of  the  idru  in  lb  let- 
ter to  Mr.  Charles  Pinckney  of  October,  lSDi,ul 
pariicnlarly  of  the  proof  K  nffordi  of  «i  f^f 
remonuranee  against  the  prfBcipteofM^i'n- 
No  commiiaioatton  having  yet  km  ai'i^ 
Qeneral  ATmeiEtiog  of  a  letter  to  kinfm  «^ 
Duke  of  Cadorc,  deeding  thst  ike  Btdiini 
Milan  decrees  will  cease  to  be  ia  Icmboa  at 
1st  day  ot  November  next,  loan  «i  lhi)ii>»<iif 
inform  you,  that  if  the  proceedingt  of  At  f"i^ 
Qovernmeni,  when  officially  receired,  i«U«J 
re^nd  with  the  printed  letter  rft*'"™* 
Cad  ore,  enclosed  in  yonr  despstoh,Ti*  "''"' 
the  British  Ooverncoent  nndentud  ibi  <»  ^ 
1st  day  of  November  the  Presideat  villM"" 
proclamation,  conformably  to  the  aeiof  CoifR^ 
and  thai  thenoo-intercoorselawiriJl»»«;°**^  I 
be  refvived  against  Great  Briuia-  A''"  j*  ' 
British  Government  should  not,  witk  ik  nrif 
notice  received  of  the  repeiof  iheFr*""*''^ 
have  revoked  all  its  orders  wbick  rioUieox  Mi- 
tral righte,  it  should  oot  be  overlooked  ibuWv 
gresLattbtir  approaching  sesaiDii,Bi*r"'"'''f' 
not  10  wall  tot  the  expiration  of  ill'  ilrteiiin^ 
(which  were  allowed  on  the  sappoeinw^""' '*! 
first  owice  might  pass  thnJiigh  the  UmWoaB; 
before  they  give  effect  to  the  reaewi]  flt  ib(  n* 
Inlercotirse.  This  cOBinderitioB  oubt  a  n 
its  weicbl  in  diuoading  ihe  Briiisk  9":^} 
from  the  policy,  in  every  respeet  "'"JH^T' 
proerastinaung  the  repeal  of  it*  '"•^1  ,v^ 
llHbeBriliBh  Government  be »iii«w"*PJJ^ 
to  come  to  a  good  Qbdcrstsndii><,i>>^  |*"  ;■ 
a  friendly  iniercoutMi  with  tlieTflitri  S*^'; 
cannot  btit  be  sensible  of  the  oeoflaiif^'"'" 
to  a  compliance  with  the  aetorC««<«"r., 
oludiiig,  at  this  time,  a  general  i"«»^'C«  ^ 
topics  between  the  two  couBiri«p  ""t  ^ff„~. 
such  a«ne  as  wiU,  upon  «l^i'^''*"^^.^^v> 
ally  pot  a  stop  to  the  bsuffeTsW'  ''"*""^ 
which  ooraeamen  bavebeen,iiidj«*''  i^ 
from  the  British  practice  of  imprcam^'ij^jj, 
lice  Which  hassostropgabesriiigoiio"  ^ 
ily,B«d  to  which  no  nation  c*"""!.'.-!!*. 
tently  with  iu  indepeadeoce.    Ta  tk"  "^ 
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Relatiatu  wif  A  Qrdtft  Britain. 


,M)d  yoii  will 
accordtagly  coDBider  yourself  hereby  autboiized 
to  discuas  and  adjust  the  Mime  separately,  eon for- 
Toably  to  the  iQatTuclioDS  in  t^y  letter  to  you  of 
tb«  ^th  Januacy  lati ;  on  ibe  condition,  bovever, 
contaiired  in  that  letter,  namely,  that  the  requiiite 
fttoaement  shall  have  been  preTiously  made  in  the 
(Mue  of  the  outrage  oa  the  Chesapeake.  But  as 
ID  this  caaa  every  admissible  ad*aoee  has  been 
exhausted  on  tlie  part  of  the  Uoited  SutesJi  will 
be  improper  to  renew  the  subject  (o  the  British 
Qoversment,  with  which  it  most  lie  tocotDC  for- 
ward with  tite  re(|uisitesatisfRctioa  to  lbs  United 
Stales.  Yott  will,  therefore,  merely  erinceadis- 
posilion  to  meet  in  a  coDcilialory  forio  any  over~ 
luras  that  may  be  made  on  the  part  of  the  British 
Governmeot. 

The  British  Ooveinment,  having  90  long  omit- 
ted to  fulGl  the  jU9t  expectaiioDs  of  the  United 
Staiea  in  reklioa  to  a  sUL'tie^sor  to  Mr.  Jscltson, 
notwithstanding  the  reiterated  assurances  to  you 
of  such  an  inleotioD,  has  no  claims  lo  further  io' 
Haigence.  On  the  reeeiiH  of  this  letter,  therefore, 
should  the  appoiattnent  of  a  Plenipolentiaty  sue 
I  eessor  not  have  been  made  add  commutiieated  to 
you,  you  wilt  .let  your  purpose  be  kaown  of  re- 
I  turniug  to  the  United  Stales,  unlets,  iudeed,  the 
British  Qovermaeot  should  have  noequi  vocally 
maaifested  a  dispcAiiioo  to  revoke  their  Order  in 
Council  conformably  10  the  act  of  Congress  of 
May  last,  and  our  affairs  with  tbem  ahould  have 
accordingly  taken  ao  uafavorable  a  turn  as  to  jus- 


tify. 


i  have  the  honor  to  be,  &«. 


R.  SMITH. 


Eitraet  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  King,  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary of  the  United  BtiUs  at  London,  to  Mr.  Fiek- 
ering,  Bccistvy  of  State,  dated 

.  Lono(Hi,Juip  15,1799. 
Seven  or  eight  of  our  vessels,  laden  with  valu- 
able cargoes,  hare  been  lately  capiuFedfaad  ar^ 
still  detained  for  adjudication.  These  vessels 
were  met  iu  Iheir  Toyage  to  and  from  the  Dutch 
ports  declared  lo  be  blockaded.  Several  notes* 
hare  passed  between  Lord  Gren* illf  and  ma  apoo 
this  subject,  with  the  view,  00  my  part,  of  esiab- 
lithiog  a  more  limited  and  reasonable  inierpreta* 
tion  of  the  law  oi'  blockade  than  is  attempted  to 
be  enforced  by  the  Bnglish  Government.  Nearly 
onehuodred  Danish,  Russiaa,  and  other  neutral 
ships,  have,  within  a  few  months,  been  in  like 
manner  intercepted,  going  to  and  reiuraiag  from 
the  United  Provinces.  Many  of  tbem,  as  well  as 
some  of  ours,  arrived  in  the  Texel  in  the  courM 
of  the  last  Winter,  the  severity  of  which  obliged 
the  En^iah  fleet  to  return  lo  their  porta,  leaving 
a  few  Irigates  only  to  make  short  cruises  off  the 
Tezel,  as  the  season  would  allow. 
My  object  has  been  lo  prove  that,  in  this  situa- 


tion of  the  investing  fleet,  ttpre  cfwt.%iHl^^fl^D 
tire  blockade,  which,  ID  tny.oBinioq,  cfw^i^^jpai 
said  to  exist  without  a  compelBm,',i^ocf!f  i^*^9Mffi| 
end  present  at  or  near  the  ^lg»Hffi.9Si^HmS^ 

Extract  of  a  latter  from  Mr.  Ki^  ti  IMS'  QWiHifHfl 
dated       i^imimi  b'Tiifii'iiBOi 

DOWNINO  i 

L< 

It  seems  scarcely  neces 
presence  of  a  competent  f 
Btituie  a  blockade;  and,  t 
the  belligerent  to  give  a( 
when  he  institutes  a  block 
toglveany  nolieeof  iladii 
consequcQily.the  presence 
is  the  natural  eriteiioo  t 
enabled  to  ascertain  the  ei 
in  like  manner  as  the  act 
sieged  place  is  the  only  ev 
cide  whether  the  siege  is  1 
si^e  may  be  comriiencet 
an'd  raised  again  ;  but  its  1 
time  must  always  depen 

presence  of  an  WTestina  army.  S'^SoMMnan- 
tion  of  the  law  or  blockade  is  of  |iW^U»^MiJWf'to 
tance  to  nations  situated  at  a  great  disiaDcs&om^ 
each  other,  and  between  whom'%"eoftsiaJi>(ffiR3 
length  of  time  is  necessary  to  sei^  and  receive 


[Referred  to  in  the  letter  of  die  SktMut  of  awe 

ofbctobw  19, 1810.]  "rrewT^^^rr 

EilracI  of  ■  lelterfrom  Mi.  Marshall,  8e<^ta%aWt«fc> 

to  Mr.  King, dated  ,  snii  iti  hiuiod 

Senaun^  ^  ISB&.^va 

The  right  toconfiscate  vessels  boutldlt<Aribfet^1 
aded  port  has  been  unreasonably  ext^tJO^^eas^ 
not  coming  Vithin  the  rale  as  heretoibN'wIbiftos 

On  principle,  it  might  well  be  que^MMtT'wtl't^ 
iher  this  rule  can  be  applied  lo  a  plfl'^' jKtilt'tfMHS 
plelely  invested  bylsndas  well  as  bij^^tii^'tPWti:' 
examine  the  Feasoning  00  which  is  misitM  tW* 
right  to  iiiterccpt  and  conSscaie  suppltis'd^tp)^' 
for  a  blockaded  town,  it  will  be  difficMt^lW  tVMMli 
the  conviction  thai  its  extension  to  to^sMt^iMMs 
by  sea  ooly  is  an  unjustiflable  encrotcHthl!tft^^n 
the  rights  of  neutrals.  But  It  is  not  of  thWSt^l 
parture  from  principle  (a  departure  ■yr^m  h&a 
received  some  sanction  from  practilrO't^at^vMS 
mean  to  complain.  It  is,  that  ports,  m  Mkbtti^ 
ally  blockaded  by  a  force  capable  of  tibtttbHMljn 
investing  tbem,  have  yet  been  declare^'ld  ll'sfaW< 
of  blockade,  and  vessels  ailempting  to  Mtl^f'tAH^^v 
in  have  been  seized,  and,  on  that  aceMbff^^lfu 
fiscated.  '  ''  iniiJKfi 

This  is  a  vexation  proceeding  direeiiy*wrt(t(l 
Government,  and  Which  may  De  carriedplf  WW 
resisted,  to  a  very  injurious  extent.  OMriMW'" 
chants  have  greatly  nomnlatned  of  it,  wi<liq%^0 
to  Cadiz  and  the  ports  01  Holland,         '"''^''  '^  lo' 

If  the  effectiveness  of  the  blockade  be  AsJCilMs 
with,  then  every  port  of  all  the  belligeredl  RrtHny 
may,  at  all  times,  be  declared  in  that  stai^^^n^ 
the  aommerce  of  neutrals  be  thereby  suMkrq^o 
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snirerMl  capture.  Bat  if  tbit  prindnls  be  ilri6l- 
1t  adhered  lo,  tbe  capacity  to  btocltade  will  b« 
litDited  by  ibe  naval  foree  of  rbe  betliserent,  aod, 
ofooDMqDence,  (he  mischief  10  neniralcoininerce 
caDDOi  be  very  exlensite.  It  i*,  ihertforv,  of  (he 
ImI  imponioca  to  oeutmlt,  that  ihia  principle  be 
maiaiBiDed  uaivapaired. 

1  obserTc  that  you  have  pressed  thiii  reaaoDiog 
on  the  Brititfa  Mmiater;  who  replies,  that  aa  oc- 
casional absence"  of  a  fleet  from  a  blockaded  poiI 
otuFhi  Dot  to  change  the  slate  of  ihe  place. 

Whatever  force  ihia  obserfatioa  maybe  emi- 
tted I o  where  that  occaiional  absence  haa  been 
produced  by  accident,  ai  a  storio,  which  for  a 
moment  blows  off  the  fleet  and  force^i  it  (rom  ittf 
station,  which  statjon  it  immediiiely  rMumes,  i 
am  persuaded  that  where  a  part  of  the  fleet  is  ap- 
plied, though  only  fur  a  time^  lo  other  objects,  or 
comes  into  port,  the  very  principle  requiring  an 
efieciiTe  blockade,  which  iij  that  the  mischief 
can  then  only  be  co-eitensire  wiih  the  naval 
force  of  the  belligerent,  requires  that,  during  lueh 
lempomry  absence,  the  eomnierce  of  neutrals  to 
llie  pkce  should  be  free. 

ntMhmi  lo  in  tbe  Isttv  of  tbe  SMretarr  of  Biale, 
irfDetaber  19,  I8I0.] 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Madison  to  Mr.  Ohatlas 
Pinckney,  dated 
Depaktment  of  Statb, 

(kuAer  25,  1801. 
The  pretext,  for  the  laiznre  of  our  vessels  seems 
ai  weseot  10  be,  that  Qibraltar  has  been  proclaim- 
ed id  a  state  of  bloehada,  and  tbu  the  resMla  are 
bound  to  that  port.  Sbottld  the  proceeding  be 
■lowed  fay  tbe  Spaoiah  Ooverameni,  and  de- 
fended oa  that  ground,  you  will  be  able  to  reply  : 

1.  That  the  proefamBrion  was  made  as  far  bsck 
u  ihe  15ih  of  February,  1800,  and  has  not  since 
been  renewed ;  that  it  was  immediately  protested 
■gainst  by  the  American  aod  other  neutral  Min- 
isters at  Madrid,  and  not  warranted  by  Ihe  reel 
■Mte  of  Gibraltar  i  and  that  no  violatioai  of  neu- 
tial  commerce  baviag  fallowed  the  proclamalion, 
it  was  msonably  concluded  to  have  been  rather 
■  menace  agAiosi  the  enemiN  of  Spain  than  a 
measure  to  be  carried  into  execution  against  her 
friends. 

2.  Thai  the  state  of  Gibraltar  is  not,  and  never 
can  be,  admitted  by  the  United  States  to  be  that 
of  a  real  blockade.  In  this  doctrine  they  are  sup- 
ported by  Ihe  law  of  nations,  as  laid  down  in  the 
most  approved  commentators ;  by  every  treaty 
which  nas  undertaken  lo  define  a  blockade,  ^ar ti- 
ctilarly  those  of  latest  date*  among  the  maritime 
nations  of  Europe ;  and  by  the  sanction  of  Spain 
bcnelC  as  a  ratty  to  the  armed  neutrality,  in  Ihe 
year  1791.  The  spirit  of  articles  Gfieen  and  six- 
teen of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and 


Spain  may  also  be  appealed  to  as  favoring  a  libe- 
ral construciion  oif  Uke  rirbts  of  the  parlies  in 
•neb  eases.    In  fact,  the  idea  of  an  investment,  a 


ir  a  bloc^e,  as  collected  from  the  author- 


ities referred  to,necessaTfly  ronlta  from  the  foiee 
of  thode  terms ;  and,  thonfrh  it  has  been  some- 
times grossly  Tiolatnl  or  evaded  by  powerful  aa- 
lioni  in  pursuii  of  fBTorlte  objects,  it  h«i  lavaiia- 
bly  kept  lis  place  in  the  code  of  public  law,  and 
caanot  be  shown  to  have  been  exprevtl^renoaDC- 
fd  in  a  single  stipulation  between  pameslar  b»- 
lions. 

3.  That  ihe  situation  of  the  naral  fane  at 
Algeziras,  in  relation' to  Gibraltar,  ha*  aot  the 
shadow  of  Ijkeners  to  a  blockade,  ■■  if«ly  sad 
Ifgally  defined.  This  force  can  neither  ke  wd 
to  invest,  besiege,  or  blockade  the  garrum,Barto 
gnan)  the  entrance  into  the  port.  Oa  the  eoa- 
irary,  the  gunboats  infesting  our  conlmeree  hue 
their  etaliuni  In  another  harbor,  separated  frm 
that  of  Gibraltar  by  a  considerable  bay;  and  are 
fco  far  from  heleacuering  their  eoeiDf  at  thai  place 
and  rendering  the  eotranee  into  it  daBgeroM  to 
others,  that  iney  ifre,  and  erer  since  the  pncla- 
roation  ofa  blockade  hpve  been, for  tbe  mcM  pan 
kept  at  a  distance  by  asaperiorDaral  force,  which 
makes  it  dangerotn  to  itaeuMelres  to  ap)««*cJi  tbe 
■pot. 

4.  That  Ihe  princijila  on  which  tbe  Ueefcadeof 
Gibraltar  is  asierted  is  the  more  iiMdnuMihl^  at 
II  may  be  extended  to  every  other  ptaee  is  paw- 
ing to  which  vessels  most  sail  wtthin  tbe  view 
ai^  reach  of  the  armed  boats  beluigiBg  iv  Al^ 
ziias.  If,  because  a  neutral  TOsael  mbm  to'Gib- 
laliar  can  be  annoyed  and  put  in  danger  by  way- 
lay iDrervlaera,  which  neither  oeeapy  ibeeairaace 
into  the  harbor,  nor  dare'epproaeh  it,  aad  by  rea- 
son of  that  danger  is  liable  to  ca^sre,  every  fait 
of  tbe  Mediterraneav  coaet*  and  islaB^tnwnicb 
Dentral  veskdt  must  pass  tbrongh  the  Mae  dan- 
gtr,  may  with  equal  reason  be  pniclvmed  in  a 
stale  of  blockade,  and  the  nentfal  veaaeb  baud 
thereto  made  equally  liable  to  captnie;  or.  if  the 
armed  vessels  from  Algeziras  alone  sbonld  be  in- 
sufficient  to  create  ibis  danger  in  pasaiagintotbe 
Mediterranean,  oiber  Spanish  veascU,  coHipera- 
tins  from  other  stations,  miaht  produce  tbe  dfect, 
and  thereby  not  only  bloekade  ao^  partienlBr  port, 
or  tbe  ports  of  any  particular  nalioB,  bat  Uociade 
at  once  a  whole  sea,  surrounded  by  many  nations. 
Like  blockades  mieht  be  jiroclaimed  by  mnj  pai- 
licular  nation,  enabled  by  its  oaTal  snpaiority  to 
distribute  iis  ships  at  the  metiib  of  the  same^  at 
any  similar  sea,  or  across  chanoels  or  arms  af  the 
Ma,  so  as  lo  make  it  daogeroos  for  the  ccmmeree 
of  other  nationato  pass  10  ita  destinkiioa.  Tbeie 
monstrous  conseqvences  condemn  the  priaeiiiJe 
from  which  they  flow,  and  ought  lo  aaiteagaihst 
It  every  nation,  Spain  among  the  rest,  wfaieb  haa 
an  interest  in  the  rights  of  tbe  sea.  Of  ihia,  Spain 
herself  appears  to  bare  been  seosiUc  in  the  year 
1780,  when  she  yielded  to  Rnseia  aB|de  snilstM- 
lion  fbr  the  seizures  of  her  vesseb,  made  under 
the  pretext  ofa  general  blockade  of  the  Hediier- 
ranean,  and  followed  it  with  her  accession  to  the 
definition  of  a  blockade  coatained  in  tbe  arattd 
neutrality. 

5.  That  the  United  Buies  have  the  slre^er 
ground  for  remonstrating  against  ibe  aaaoTasce 
of  her  vessels  on  their  way  to  Gibniloir,  iitasmach 
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A»,  Trith  Terr  fe*  eiceptioM,  (heir  objaet  tt  not 
to  trade  there  I'ur  tha  accommodBtmii  Df  the  pr- 
rison,  bot  tacrcly  to  leek  advice  or  conroy  for 
their  own  BeeomnrwdiiioatQ  lh«  nlteiior  objecu 
or  tbeir  yojage.  la  diaturbing  th«ir  courae  to' 
OibrvItKr,  tnerefore,  do  real  detriment  results  to 
ibe  enemy  or  B;MiD,  whilst  s  beary  one  is  com- 
Toitted  on  her  friends.  To  this  coasidwstiQn  ii 
may  b«  cdded,  that  the  real  object  of  a  blockade 
is  (o  snbject  theenemr  to  priTilidDi,  whieli  may 
co-opermte  with  external  force  in  compelling  tbem 
to  surrender — an  object  which  cannot  be  Blletced 
in  a  case  where  it  it  well  koown  that  Great  Bri- 
tain can  and  docs,  at  all  timn.  b;  her  commafld 
of  the  sea,  secure  to  the  garrJioB  at  Gibraltar 
fevery  niipply  which  it  wants. 

6.  It  is  ol^ervable,  that  the  blockade  of  Ciibral- 
tar  is  rested  by  the  proclamation  on  two  CDnanl- 
erations ;  oae,  that  it  is  necessary  to  prevent  illicit 
traffic,  bf  means. of  neftirAl  nnels,  between  Span- 


proceeding*  of  bn  naval  armamants  against  Ca- 
diz and  St.  Lnear.  The  first  can  snretf  have  do 
weight  irith  neatrals,  but  on  a  snppoaitiMig'iwTer 
to  be  B))«wed,  that  ib«  resort  to  Gibraltar,  nnder 
actoal  eireaBsUDBM,  is  an  iadnltfaneefTom  Spalo,. 
DM  a  right  of  their  own  ;  the  other  consider^lioa, 
wiiboirt  ennninlBg  the  aaaloffy  belW«cn  Ibfc  cases 
referred  to  and  that  of  Gibrattar;  fs  eqnally  with- 
oat  weight  with  the  United  Slate^  against  whom 
no  rifbi  eka  aconie-lo  Spain  from  its  comphijats 
against  Great  Britain,  ntuess  it  c^ld  ba  shown 
tMt  the  United  Sta^et  were  in  an  nnlawfnl  eol- 
lasion  with  the  latter— 4  cbai^  wbich  they  well 
know  that  ^Min  is  toe  jnit  and  too  caadid  to  ia- 
slnnaie:     It  cannot  eren  be  said  that  the  United 


on  their  lawful  comaieree.  Had  this,  indeed, 
been  the  oaM.  the  aoqalaMfDcff  «ughl  to  be  re- 
garded as  aaaorifice  made  by  pnideiMe  to  a  love 
of  peace,  of  which  aU  nations  furnish  oecasionat 


other  nation  could  take  advaata^  against  the 

'     former.    But  it  may  be  tmly  afirmed,  that  no 

such  oeqniescmee  has  taken  plaee.    The  United 

States  h«ve  sought  redress  for  iojarics  from  Great 

Britaic,  as  wdT  as  from  other  nations.    They 

'     Itave  tougbi  it  by  the  means  which  appeared  to 

'      tfa«m*elrM,  the  only  righifol  judges,  to  be  beat 

'      soiled  to  their  object ;  and  it  is  equally  certaia 

that  redress  has  in  some  measure  been  obtained, 

and  that  the  parsnit  of  complete  redress  is  by  no 

means  afaandoiied. 

7.  Were  it  admititd  that  the  eircumslancn  of 

,      Gibtaltar,  in   Febraary.  180O,  the  date  of  the 

^      Spanish  proclamation,  amounted  to  a  real  btoc- 

kade,  aad  that  the  proolamatioa  was  ihtrefoia 

oUigaiory  oa  neutrals;  and  were  it  also  admit 

'      ted  that  the  present  aireamstancea  of  that  place 

\      amouat  to  a  real  blockade,  (neither  of  which  can 

be  admitted,)  still  the  conduct  of  the  Algeziras 

I      cruisers  is  altoMtber  illegal  and  uowanaDtabte. 

r      It  i*  Hlegal  and  UBwartantable,  bcoauB*  ib<  force 


of  the  .proeluaaiion  must  have  expired  whenever 
the  blockade  was  actually  raised,  as  most  have 
been  nnqaesiiooablf  the  case  since  ibe  date  of  the 
proclamation ;  patticularty  and  notorioasly,  when 
the  port  of  AlMzirat  itself  was  lately  eoEcred  aad 
attacked  bv  a  British  fleet ;  and  .because,  on  a  re- 
oewal-of  tne  blockade,  either  a  new  proclamation 
ouffbi  lo.haveisaiied,  or  the  vessels  nuking  for 
GiDratisr  ought  to  have  bean  premonithed  of 
their  danger,  and  permitted  to  change  their  course 
as  tbejr  might  think  proper.  Among  ihe  abuses 
6otnmitted  nnder  the  pretext  of  wftr,  none  seem 
to  have  been  carried  to  greater  eilravagaoce,  or 
to  threaten  greater  mischief  to  neutral  commerce, 
than  the  atiempU  ro  subetiiute  fictitious  blockades 
by  proclamation,  {m  real  blociuides  foinud  ac- 
cording to  the  lav  of  nations  i  aad,  canseqaentty, 
none  against  which  it  is  more  necessary  for  net)- 
iral  nations  to  remoostraie  efiectually,  before  the 
iniMvaiions  acquire  maturity  and  autl^irity,  from 
repeli lions  on  one  side,  and  silent  acquie^eqce 
on-  the  otnei. 

'  (^slarTsd  to  is  the  letter  of  the  Secretsrj  of  State, 
of  Octobei  19,  181D.] 

Mr.  Smith,  Seontarv  of  the  Navy,  to  Commodore 
PieWs. 
Navt  DbPABTKBtiT,  Feb.  4, 19M. 

Sib:  Your  letter  of  ttie.lSih  November,  en- 
closing your  circular  notification  of  the  blockade 
of  the  port  of  Tripoli,  I  ba*e  received. 

Sensible,  as  you  miut  be,  ibai  it  is  the  interest, 
as  well  as  the  disposition,  wTihe  Uaited  States  to 
maiataia  the  rights  of  neutral  nations,  you  wilt,  1 
trust,  cautiously  avoid  whatever  maf  appear  t 


charhctetixes  a  blockade.  I  have,  iherefo  , 
inform  you,  that  the  trade  of  a  uentral,  in  acliclea. 
not  contrabeod,  cannot  be  riehtfully  obstructed  to 
any  port  not  actnally  blockaded  by  a  force  «o  dis- 


entering  it.  Wbeo*var,  therefore,  you  si 
thas  formed  a  blockade  of  the  port  of  Tri 
will  havea  right  to  prevent  any  vcMel  irotn  e 
tering  it,  and  to  capture  for  adjudicatioa  any  ves- 
sel that  shall  attempt  (o  enter  the  same,  with  a 
knowledge  of  the  existence  of  the  blockade.  You 
will,  however,  not  lake  as  ^'ze  any  vessel  at- . 
tempting  to  eater  the  port  of  Tripoli  without  such 
kubwledge;  bbi  io  every  die  of  en  attempt  to 
enter,  without  aprevious  knowledge  of  the  ex- 
istence of  the  blockade,  you  will  give  the  com- 
manding officer  of  such  vessel  notice  of  such 
blockade,  and  forewarn  him  f[ora  eolering;  and 
if,  after  sueh  a  notrScaiioa,  such  vessel  shonlJ 
agaio  attempt  to  eater  ihe  same  port,  you  will  be 
justifiable  in  aeoding  her  inio  port  for  adjudica- 
tion. Yon  will,  sir,"heBce  perceive,  that  you  are' 
to  consider  yonr  circolat  commnnieaiion  to  the 
neutral  Powers,  nut  as  an'  evidence  that  every 
person  attamptiag  to  mier  has.  previous  know 
ledge  of  tbe  blockade,  but  merely  as  a  friendly 
□DliScation  to  them  Of  the  blockade,  in  order  thai, 
they  might  make  the  necessary  artangemsats  for 
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Ike  iJiacooliitiMBee  of  at)  mdmdmm  with  iMh 
Uockaded  port.    1  bare  the  boBor  to  b«,  Ac. 
ROBERT  SMITH. 


EatM«t»— Mr.  Smilh  to  Mr.  Tinkaej. 

Nof  nma  2, 1810. 

Wilh  the  doplieate  of  my  letter  to  you  of  ibe 
19th  nitinio,  I  DO*  Mod  to  700  a  copy  of -the 
Prfsident'*  proeUmatioii,  fOandcd  on  (be  repeal 
of  the  BeriiD  and  Milan  decreet.  Eaelosed  ro<i 
will  atro  recelTe  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  Qeaeial 
ArmstroDg  of  lhi»  day,  which  will  afford  yoa  s 
view  of  the  raervaiions  aod  DodentapdiBg  BodN 
which  this  proclamatloa  baa  been  iuoed. 

To  rbe  copy  of  the  proelamation  herewith 
rraQimilied,  in  relatioD  10  Weit  Florid*,  aod  10 
my  letter  to  Oeneral  Armttrong,  touchiog  the 
■ame,  I  refer  you  for  iDforniatioQ,  a*  to  the  *iewi 
of  Ibis  Gorerqment  in  taking  poneraioD  of  that 
connlry,  and  am  to  the  coauderRtioos  which  bad 
eoDdrWintd  the  President,  at  this  juncture,  10  r«- 
■ort  to  this  measure. 

This  despatch  will  be  delivered  tojoa  by  one 
of  the  officers  of  tbe  United  Stales'  frlgale  Gssei, 
who  will  hare  orders  to  return  (0  hi*  snip  as  soon 
u  be  shall  have  received  such  letters  ■■  you  may 
deem  it  Deeetaary  Id  tranamll  to  tbii  Department 


Mr.  Pinltner  to  Mr.  Smitb. 

LoDDOK,  November  6, 1810. 

8ir:  I  have  {tfeeealed  e  second  noie,  of  which 
a  edpy  is  eneloted,  to  Lord  Wellealey,  on  the  sub. 
ject  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  ander  an  impFes- 
■ioD  tbattbe  state  of  the  King's  health  (for  which 
I  beg  to  refer  yon  to  the  paper  herewith  transmit- 
ted) did  aot  render  it  improper,  and  that,  if  it  was 
Dot  improper  00  that  account,  it  was  inditipensa- 
Ma  on  every  other. 

The  day  had  gone  by  when  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decree*  were  to  ceaae  lo  operate,  aeaord- 
ing  to  the  communication  made  by  the  Osvern- 
ment  of  France  to  the  American  Minister  at 
Par  IB,  a  nd  published  in  tlie  official  journal  of 
(hat  GoverDineni ;  and  yet  no  step  wbalever  bad 
been  taken,  or  apparently  thought  of,  towards 
tbe  re  vocation  of  ine  Briiish  orders.  I  had  re- 
ceived no  txplanation  of  the  raatooi  of  this  baelt- 
wardness,  and  00  sacb  assurance,  looking  to  the 
fbture,  at  could  juatiTy  an  opinion  that  it  would 

tconlinue.  Lord  Wellesley's  letter  of  tbe  31si 
..  Augnst,  which  I  had  left  unansweied  till  alter 
tbe  lai  of  November,  that  I  might  stand  on  the 
strongest  posMble  ground  when  1  did  answer  it, 
made  no  profession,  of  being  a  present  measure, 
and  (though,  from  obvious  motivee,  I  hare  not 
BO  represented  it  in  my  note  to  him  of  the  3d  io- 
nant,)  was  vague  and  eqnivoeal  as  a  prospective 
pledge.  It  defined  nothing,  and  was  m>  far  from 
warranting  any  tpeciBc  expectatioii,  that  it  seem- 
ed rather  to  ulte  away  the  very  little  of  precis- 
ion which  belonged  lo  former  dc«lai«tiooi  on  the 
same  point.  It  was  highly  important  to  tbe  com- 
merce of  the  Oniied'Btaies,  that  this  ambiguity 
■bould  be  cUared  away,  with  all  pracncaHe  ex- 


pe4itioo,-and,  ifit  eoold  not  b«rewit(d,ibiM 
preeumption  should  be  afforded  of  s  itpaia. 
oa  tbe  part  of  tbe  United  States,  louquionii 
it.  My  note  to -Lord  Wellcslcy  waiwiuuid 
deliveral  upon  those  indaceraeob. 

In  tbe  King's  actual  sitotlion,  iir«  Onltn  a 
Council  eao  scarcely  be  formally  rteiliti  ra 
if  the  Cabinet  are  >o  inclined;  but  ii  item 
follow  that  lometbiaK  n»y  not  be  <tint  {iaifi 
I  hare  no  reaaon  to  think  ihat  BBrlliiitnilh 


npi 


P.  S.  This  letter  i«  wrilies  ia  pa.\  toft 
that  I  may  send  it  to  Liverpool  by  tkii  UNiif^ 
mtil.  V.?. 

[Rrihcred  to  in  Mr.  Pinknej's  d«psid<fll«.^ 
Mr  nnkney  l«  Lord  WsDob;. 
Obbat  Cdmbebl4»  Fuct. 

Nowtmierim 

Mv  Loan;  in  my  note  of  the  SStlA^Kl 
bad  Ibe  honor  to  stale  to  year  LocMf'^' 
hid  received,  from  tbe  Mioisier  PlHipwwT 
of  the  United  Staiee  at  Pads,  a  letrndutlLii 
eib  of  that  month,  in  which  he  infgmd  atU 
he  bad  received  from  tbe  Frenck.Cowwwij 
written  and  official  notice  tbit  h  M  rtsM 
tbe  decrees  of  Berlin  aod  Milan,  lodriiLUUc 
the  lit  of  November,  those  ittita  f^  «« 
to  bare  any  effect;  aad  I  eiwesMd  iiiw 
denee  ibat  the  revocation  of  tbf  BniiikOrim 
in  Couacil  of  Jarnury  and  Novembff.lM'" 
April,  1809,  aod  of  all  other  ordMi  iV^ 
upon,  analogous  to,  or  in  cncatio*  of  >■* 
woold  follow  of  CI 

Yonr  Lordship' 
to  Ihat  note,  reputed  a  ui7ua».~-  —  . 
Minister  in  America,  made, a* it  ■pf«*M'" 
Qovernment  of  the  United  StUa  in  c™**^ 
1908,  of  "  His  Majesty's  earned d««r«  U "*l» 
oommerca  of  tbe  world  restored  w  tin  fw*" 
which  in  necessary  for  its  pwpe"'?! ',/: 
'readiness  to  abandoa  the  syitem  «biekliu>™ 
foreed  upon  him,  whenever  tie  »m"P|i*'' 
retract  the  principles  which  had  (udertJ " «■ 
cessary ;"  and  added  an  offieiil  """""V^ 
"whenever  tbe  repeal  of  the  Frdcli  «^ 
should  hare  actoaliy  liken  efiiei,  *»{'«  "Z 
merce  of  the  neniral  nitioM  shwU  i^^ 
restored  to  tbe  co&ditioB  io  whieh  it  **J^ 
viously  to  Ibe  promalgalion  of  "^tt^ 
His  Majesty  wodd  feenbe  l.i«^*£,'^ 
io  relinquithing  a  sy>iem  whiel  lb  <«»"' '» 
tbe  enemy  compelled  him  toad«|)l  ,^ 

Without  depaViing  in  any  de|«froB  "!  ^ 
opinion,  that  tbe  ITniied  Slitrt  M  »  '«"^ 

onld  be  immediately  followeib!  •• '""'_. 

ivocftUon  of  the  orders  of  Ba^**. '  "^ 
._]ind  your  Lordship,  that  the  W»r""""2rii. 
wheiith*  repeal  oflhe  Bcriin  and  U''"**""' 
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Bs  coiojxmniwed  (o  Toor  Lordthip  in  tbe  note 
sbore-meiiticHied.  ^nd,  pnblisbed  to.  ihe  whole 
world  b]r  tbe  OoTernment  of  France  in  the 
Hoaitenr  of  tb«  9ih  of  Seplenber,  was,  bjr  the 
ternas  of  il  totake  effect.  That  it  his  taken. 
effect  cannot  be  doubled,  and  it  can  ■■  liiile  be 
questioned  that,  aceoTdini^  to  the  repeated  p}ed|[es 
given  bf  tbe  British  Oorernment  on  this  point, 
(to  BUj  nothing  of  varioos  otber  powerful  eon- 
BideratioBi.)  the  prompt  nlinqDitlMnent  of  the 
syatetn  to  which  your  Lordship'i  reply  to  my 
note  of  the  35th  of  Augnat  allades,  ii  indbpen- 

I  need  fenrcel;  mention  how  imponsnt  it  i«.to 
ibe  trade  of  tbe  United  Slalet,  iliat  Ihe  Qorern- 
meot  of  Oteal  Britain  should  lo«t  no  lime  in  di*- 
cloaiaff,  with  frackneei  and  preeiiioo,  {tH  inten- 
tions on  this  bead.  Intelligence  of  the  French 
repeat  baa  reached  America,  and  commercial  ex- 
peditiooa  bare,  doubilcH,  been  founded  opon  it. 
it  will  have  been  uken  for  (rranted  that  the 
British  obBlruerioas  to  thoee  eiiwditioni,  faaTiog 
tbu*  lD*t  tbe  support,  which,  howarer,  lasnffieiant 
in  itaejf,  was  the  only  one  that  could  erer  be 
claimed  for  them,  hare  been  withdrawn;  and 
that  the  seas  are  once  mttre  restored  to  the  do- 
minion of  law  and  iustiee. 

I  persuade  myielf  ihal  this  confldence  will  be 
subaiantially  jnKti6ed  by  the  eveDt^  and  that  to 
tbe  speedy  recall  of  sneh  Orders  id  Council  as 
were  subsequent  in  dale  to  the  decrees  of  France, 
will  be  added  the  anoulmeai  of  ibe  antecedent 
order,  to  which  my  laie  leiler  respecting  blockades 
particularly  relates.  Bat  if,  notwilhslanding  the 
ciKumstanees  which  inTite  to  sucb  a  coune,  the 
British  Oovernment  shall  hnre  determined  not 
to  remove  those  ohMrnetianB  with  alt  practicable 
promptitude,  I  trust  that  my  Garernment  will  be 
apprized,  with  as  little  delay  at  pmslbte,  of  a  de- 
lerminatinn  so  unexpected,  and  of  snch  rital  con- 
cern to  its  rights  aod  inleiests;  and  that  tbe  rea- 
sons upon  which  that  determination  .may  hare 
been  formed  will  not  be  withheld  from  il. 
I  bare  tbe  honor  to  be,  dtc. 

WILLIAM  PINKNET. 

Gitiact  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Pininflj  la  Hi.  Smith. 
LoRDoit,  Nm>emb§r  7, 1610. 

I  enclose  a  doplicale  of  my  letter  of  the  5tb 
instant,  in  which  was  transmitted  a  copy  of  my 
note  to  Lord  Wellesley  of  the  3d,  concerning  itie 
Order;  in  Connoil. 

I  bare  little  more  to  say,  in  addition  to  what 
is  contained  in  that  leuer.  than  that  it  is  my  in- 
tention, in  case  Lord  WcUesley  gives  nte  an  un- 
favorable answer  (o  il,  to  enter  at  large  into  the 
whole  subject  in  my  rejoinder;  and,  in  case  be 
delays  improperly  bis  reply,  to  lake  as  strong 
notice  of  that  impropriety  as  I  can. 
As  icon  aa  tbe  King  recovers^  I  a 


ley,  noiwithstanding '  his  written  and  verbal 
pledges,  seems  to  h^ve  quite  forgotten,)  and  if 
wiisfacioryassn ranees  are  not  renewed  and  acted 


upon,  to  annonnce  my  determination  la  return  to 
America,  and  to  leave  a  Cbare£  d'A^fres;  la 
the  choice  of  whom,  however,  f  shall  have  eon- 
siderable  diffieohy,  unless  you  should  famish  me 
in  season  with  the  expected  Secretary  of  Lega- 
tion: I  presume  that,  in  taking  this  coarse,  I 
■hall  folfil  tbe  wishes  of  the  President,  and  I  can 
assute  you,  with  sreal  truth,  that  I  shall  consult 
by  it  my  own  incunaiione. 

Mr  Pinkne?  to  Mr.  Smith. 

LonooN,  ffmtmber  14, 1810. 

Sir:  I  have  hnally  determined  not  to  lueniioa 
agsin  to  Lord  Wellesley  (as  I'hftd  thoughts  of 
doing)  the  subject  of  a  Plenipoienii«ty  succeesor 
to  Mr.  Jackson.  1  think,  upon  reflection,  (and 
shall  act  accordingly,)  that  I  ought,  after  what 
ittB  [Asied,  to  leave  him,  willioutfurther  inquiry 
or  notice  on  my  part,  to  shape  bis  course  upon  it ; 
and  that,  if  an  appointmeut  should  not  be  made 
as  soon  as  tbe  Eing^s  health  (which  would  seem 
to  be  improving)  wilt  permit,  I  ought  at  once  to 
send  in  an  official  note,  atiQouncing  my  resolution 
to  return  la  America,  and  la  leave  some  suitable- 
person  as  a  Charge  d'Afiaires. 

My  letter  of  the  33d  of  July  informed  yon  ihat, 
after  I^rd  Wellesley's  writleD  assurance  of  the 
22d  of  that  month,  (which  was  in  conformity,  aa 
fares  it  went,  with  bis  assurances  inconversa- 
lion,)  "  that  it  was  bis  intention  immediately  to 
recommend  the  appointment  of  en  Envoy  Extra- 
ordinary and  a  Minister  Plenipotentiary  from 
ibe  King  to  tbe  United  States,"  1  did  not  think 
myself  authorized  to  take  tbe  step  which  tbe  in- 
Eiruciious  contained  In  your  letter  of  the  23d  of 
May,  in  certain  circumstances,  prescribed. 

My  opinion  was.  thai  whether  the  prospect, 
which  tnen  existed,  of  bringing  to  a  conclusion 
the  a&ir  of  ihe  Chesapeake,  were  taken  into  the 
account  or  not,  it  was  my  obvious  duly  to  rtunain 
at  my  post,  most  irksome  as  .it  was  every  day  be- 
coming,'Until  it  should  incootestably  appear  that 
those  assurances  were  not  to  be  relied  upon. 

Before  a  sufficieni  time  had  elapsed  to  warrant 
so  harsb  a  conclusion,  I  received  from  Loid 
Wellesley,  on  the  28(h  of  August,  a  further  casual 
inlimation  (reported  to  you  in  my  letter  of  tbe 
29iboflhe  same  monib)  that  liis  recommenda- 
tion of  a  Minister  would,  ai  he  believed,  be  made 
in  the  course  of  that  week  or  the  next. 

in  the  meantime  the  rejKal,  by  the  Oorern- 
meot  of  France,  of  ihe  Berlin  and  Milan  deereee 
had  produeed  aposlureof  affairs  which,  whatever 
might  be  Lord  Wellesley's  fotgeifulness  of  his 
own  deelaraiions,  or  the  inattention  of  bis  Garern- 
ment to  what  be  might  advise  in  couMqnenee 
of  them,  rendered  my  sta^  in  England  for  two 
or  three  months  longer  iodispemtaup. 

la  fine,  the  effect  of  that  consideration  had  not 
ceased,  when  the  illness  of  the  King  made  il  im* 
possible  that  I  should  depart. 

Upon  the  Kin^a  recovery,  I  shall  have  erery 
motive  for'bringiog  ibis  matter  to  an  issue,  and 
none  for  the  least  hesitation  or  reserve  opon  it. 
Several  months  will  hare  been  allowed  for  ibe 
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pcrformaooe  of  an  set  whioh  migbl  btvi  bna 
completed  in  «a  ronDf  wectu. 

I  shill  bMe  dose  etetything  in  mj  powcT  oa 
th«  aBbjeets  eonaccted  with  the  ravaeation  of  ihe 
French  cdicti.  And  tka  Btituh  OoTernmeiit 
viU  be  la  »  aiinaiioa  to  adoiit  of  meb  ptoceed- 
inn  en  iu  01 
will  reqnira. 

From  Lord  WelletlcT'*  iotimatuMi  to  me  on 
the  28th  of  August,  (meotioned  above,]  ii  ia  per- 
fectly clear  that  he  had  not  Iheo  eiecnied  ihe 
■DtcDtiob  ED  positively  aanouoced  id  his  note  of 
the  S2d  of  3a\y.  Five  or  six  weeks  had  poned, 
and  that  which  he  had  both  said  aad  writlea  he 
meant  to  do  immediately,  he  waa  aiUjet  ante 
that  he  meant  lo  do  within  another  fmiugh< 
The  pTetumpiion  Kena,  nererthel'eat,  to  be  quite 
unnatural,  that  Lord  wellesley  coaiinoed,  up  to 
ihecommenoement  of  the  King's  malady,  to  be 
negligent  of  a  pledge,  which  he  oho»e  to  rest  bi 
raerely  on  hia  official  bat  his  pcrsanB]  character- 
a  pledge,  of  which  be  knewlaonld  neither  quea- 
(iOD  the  auffieieney  nor  doubt  the  sincerity,  and 
by  which,  aa  he  also  btiew,  my  conduct  on  an 
extremely  delicate  point  of  doty  wu  wholly  de- 
term  in  ed. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  Lord  Wellealey  has  been 
Biiodfnl  of  hi*  pledge,  and  has  recommended' a 
Minister  in  contpliance  with  it,  how  baa  it  hap- 
pened (how  can  it  hare  happened]  that  thia  re- 
commendation has  not  beea  followed  by  aa  ap- 
pointment? 

Iq  Ihe  midst  of  all  this  doubt,  which  Lord 
Wellealeymight  disaipateif  bcpleued,  byanex- 


planaiion  apMrently  neceanry  for  his  own  aake, 
there  is,  I  believe,  no  uncertainty  aa  to  the  course 
which,  in  the  actual  stale  of  m^  inainetiona,  (or 
on  the  score  of  general  propriety,)  I  ought  to 
purtae;  especially  aa  I  most  infer  froei*oar 
silence  since  the  ariiTal  of  Mr.  Morier  at  Wash- 
ington, (if  I  had  no  other  reason  for  that  infer- 
ence,) that  no  snch  communicetitm  was  made, 
either  hy  or  threugh  that  gentleman  to  yon.  aa 
onght,  in  the  judgment  of  the  President,  to  have 
any  inflaeoce  npon  my  eondnct  on  this  occasion. 
I  have  the  honor  to  he,  Ac. 

William  pinknst. 

p.  S.  NoTCmbar  15.  I  hear  nothing  from  Lord 
Wellesley,  and  not  much. from  any  other  qvarter, 
concerning  the  Ordcn  in  CoancU-.  I  bare  not 
lairiy  sought  any  interfiew  with  him  on  that  or 
any  oAer  oecaaioo.  Il  is  impossible  for  me  to 
look  back  upon  ibe  put,  and  to  place  mooh  Talne 
vpoQ  conferences. 

1  am  particularly  anxious  to  get  from  Lord 
Welleatey,  in  ease  the  British  OoTernment  pei^ 
■Jata  in  deelinln^  to  repeal  the  orders,  a  diatmet 
statement  in  writing  of  the  moiires  of  its  eoa- 
doc  I. 

Thus  iar  I  hare  taken  for  granted  the  manifest 
and  incontrorertible  justice  of  our  eipeclalioat} 
believing  that  there  could,  in  the  first  instance, 
be  no  sumeient  indneement  for  anticipating  dif- 
fienhiei  and  objectiona  in  ao  plain  a- case; 
that,  if  any  existed,  ihey  ought  to  be,  and  would 


be,  avowed;  and  that,  wfara  anwed,  I  mU 
meet  them  with  more  adraDt^lhu  vbileiki 
were  only  conjectured.  Shoau,  bevertr,!  a- 
diona  .ambiguity  coatioaeM  be  pctKirid  hi 
subject,  which  now  touches  utsre  iiMil]'ibi 
ever  (in  my  opinion  rilaltr)  the  chinetB  ui 
right*  of  our,  country,  I  sasU  very  ma  iai 
myself  called  upoa  to  suppoae  for  ihit  Gtrn- 
meat  Kasoae  which  it  will  a*t  dcdu^aiM 
examine  them  with  fulness  and  frae4ca  ii  1 
letter  to  Lord  Wellesley.  It  it  naacecMtf.iiit 
OMaa  time,  to  troaUe  yeu  with  the  rltiibti 
that  letter  will  contain.  I  bare  dU  )t]iin- 
cetred  anythiBglrom  France  wltich  aiiiJHBf 
to  put  the  repeal  <ii  iheFrcaeh  dtowiii 
stroiLMr  light  than  couU  othenriK  be  iai- 
Mr.  RosseUha*  written  me  two  Icnm;  bcht 
dated  the  aSth  of  September,  and  iMtiic4Nih 
3dofOeiober;  tbe.other  dated  the  lOibofO^ 
her,  and  received  the  13th  <d  NorcBba.  Ths 
laatencliMed  n  letter  to  me  fton  QnmI An- 
Btn»g  of  the  29th  of  September.  HebdniHi 
me  a  short  note  from  Paris,  dated  ibe  lU  a 
September,  (but  aot  received  till  iofihami'-] 
wkkh  eaclosed  a  copy  of  iht  FimkUivtai 
letter  to  him  of  the  12th  of  that  nWli,ilR>>r 
received  from  Mr.  Russell  ia  hit  1««  i^i" 
36ih  of  September. 
Sueh  use  as  could  be  ma^e  of  ibnt  iim 
■mmnnicatiotia  1  bare'm^.  Ofeomut™^ 
be  Twylitde.  A  Afaulrar  rftbeMi'^ 
Umber,  Mpiainiag  the  Dnke  of  CadntliMBi* 
the  6ih  of  Augoat  to  OeDeraLAnutmiim^ 
I  got  thtoogh  a  private  obaBnei,)  ii  b*^  "^ 
likely  ID  be  of  service  (if  aaythtagniN""^ 
viae)  hate,  where  that  jonrnal  ii  mulm  n 
eqnivalcBt  to  the  London  Qaxettei  ai  >  ^ 
aacerdii^ly  reiierred  to  it  in  ny  bm  10  ^ 
Wellealey  of  the  3d  instant- 
Mr.  Smith  to  Mr.  nistj. 

DBPABTMWTorSrin. 

Sib  :  From  a  ruriew  of  the  '"if ';lr 
British  Oovemment  in  relation  101  PI""!** 
liary  JHiccesaor  10  Mr.  J»okw"i «  P?""^ 
yonr  several  communieaiioiM,  i<i'l«"<  1 
those  booaht  by  tiK  Horael,  «i  «l'«''  ,""  "J 
on  which  inriting  occasion  thew'g'*""^^ 
appear  10  have  been  within  the  mMiiM  "" 
Government,  the  President  lbi»k"""'£3: 
that  the  United  States  should  eoatiowB*!^ 
■ted  at  Loodoo  by  a  MiniaietPlwiP^Jj 
In  caae,  therefore,  no  appoiDtawiia /"^T^: 
to  Mr.  Jackwu  of  that  gride  ilw«U  k*",""! 
place  at  the  receipt  of  thial^jSp  '^'' 
aider  your  fouctions  as  sn^peediA  •"  'v^u 
accordingly  take  your  leave  of  «*<*<■  ^!~*  ^ 
a  fil  person  with  the  uBkin  of  ib<,^''?°u„(. 

cJoaidering  the  season  at  wti^  i''.?,!?,'^, 
tioa  may  hare  its  effect,  and  **Pf"*'Trt» 
Mliafactory  change  in  tue  p<»»'!""'JDSit 
with  Great  Briuin,  the  lime  of  1<>»  ''f^ 
the  United  Stales  is  left  to  yoor  iw^"* 
eonveolence.    I  have  the  honor,  «■ 
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£xcrMt  of  a  MIoT-fiom  Mr;  Pinkm;  to  tb*  SMreUty 
«f  Stttc. 

LoRDon,  Tim.  19, 1810. 
My  ihird  letter  to  Lord  Welleale?  eoncemiDg 
the  FrcDcb  decrees  sod  [he  Briliah  Ordara  in 
Coo neiL  will  be  pre*ented  mnch  soooer  than  I 
hsd  ai  first  ioteoaed.  I  shall,  I  think,  present  ii 
ID  a  few  daf  1.  Upon  the  other  anbjcct  ot  mjr 
letter  to  fOU  of  the  14ih  inaimnt,  I  need  Bot  add 
ftoytbing  to  what  ia  (here  nid  upon  il. 

Extract  of  k  l«tl«T  bom  Mr.  Piakne;  to  llw  Sacratujr 
of  State. 

LoHDOK,  Nov.  il,  1810. 
Ad  American  Tand  (the  Fox)  haa,  within  ft 
fair  dajrs  put,  be«i  brought  into  Plymouth  tt« 
prize  to  a  Eiog'i  abip  (the  Amalhyit)  for  an  iin- 
puted  attempt  to  go  to  CherbourE,  ia  France,  in 
violatioD  of  the  unrepealed  British  order*.  Ihave 
requested  that  the  case  may  be  rtpresented  In 
proper  form  lo  me,  and  I  mean  to  use  it  at  the 
beat  ground  for  my  intended  letter  to  Lord  Wcl- 
lealey. 

Eabract  of  a  letter  ftom  WiUian  Pinkner,  Eaq^  Mln- 
i»Mr  PleeipolBBttaTy  of  the  United  SlatM  in  Lon- 
don, to  tht  Secwlar7  of  Btala. 

LofinoN,  Die.  14,  1810. 

Od  the  4lh  hiiUBl  I  receired  from  Lord  Wtl- 

lestey  e  note,  of  which  a  copy  (marked  No.  1)  ia 

I   enctoeed,  respeotiog  the  repeal  of  (he  French  de-- 

ciees.     The  conference  to  which  it  invited  me 

I   took  place  on  the  £lh ;  and  in  the  coane  of  it  I 

explained  lohim  at  eooiiderable  len^h  my  riew 

I    of  that  subject,  and  of  the  points  immedtately 

I    connected  with  it.    Lord  Wellesley  heard  me  in 

I    bis  usual  maancr,  bat  etHifiaed  himself  to  such 

general  remarks  and  ptofessioas  as  I  need  not  re- ' 

peat  to  you.    He  proposed  that  oar  eonfeteitee 

should  be  renewed  on  the  7lh,  and  engaged  in  the 

mean  time  lo  report  to  bis  colleagues  wnat  I  had 

aaid,  and  at  onr  next  intetriew  to  laake  me  ac- 

quamled  with  the  result. 

He  inlrodaeed,  of  his  own  accmrd,  tbe  iweaat^ 
jecia  of  a  Miaiaier  Plenipotenliary  and  the  Ches- 
apeake. 

On  the  fint,  he  profaased  to  entertain  the  same 
disposition  and  intention  as  heretofore,  and  de- 
elaicd  llut  the  delay  which  had  taken  place 
arose  altogether  fromsome  obstacles  of  a  personal 
nature  to  obtaming  tbe  services  of  the  peraon 
whom  he  partienlarly  wished  to  send  lo  America ; ' 
that  ha  hoped  these  obstacles  would  soon  be  re- 
moTed  ;  that  be  bad  another  person  in  *telr  if  it 
should  be  otherwise  ;  that  he  had  not  supposed 
(hat  delay  could  be  considered  as  of  any  moment 
by  my  OeTcmment,  after  the  anDraoce  contained 
in  hii  note  to  me  in  July  last ;  (hat  these  t^po- 
rary  ineqaalities  were  common,  and,  when  not 
meant  to  be  offensive,   were   never-  heU  tn  be 

On  the  second,  he  informed  me  that  he  had  not 

sent  me  a  paper  which  he  had  prepared  npon  it, 

I     because  he  thooght  il  would  be  well  that  the  new 

I     Minister. should etrty  out  (he  adjostmrat,  and,. 


coaseqaently;  that  it  ahoold  be  postponed  until  he 
was  appointed.  He  repeated  that  we  should  have 
to  difienlties  apon  it.  I  give  you  these  verbal 
explanations  as  I  received  loem. 

On  tbe  6ih  instant  F  received  from  Lord  Wel- 
lesley  another  note,  of  which  a  copy  (marked 
No.  S)  is  enclosed,  requesting  me  to  recapitulate 
in  writing  my  verbal  communication  of  the  6th. 
With  (bis  request  I  complied,  as  yon  will  j>er- 
ceiveby  the  enclosed  copy  (marked  No.  3)  of  mjr 
letter  to  him  of  the  10th. 

I  could  have  no  ntMive  lor  going  to  him  on  the 
7th,  and  had  therefore  no  interview  with  him  on 
that  day. 

As  the  ease  of  the  Fox  was  rather  pressing, 
and  I  wa*  Dot  Mnre  that  I  could  prepare  my  letter 
on  tbe  general  subject  in  season,  I  sent  in  «  sep- 
arate note  upon  il  tm  the  8th.  A  «opy  of  thai 
note  (marked  No.  4)  is  enclosed,  t  have  no  ra- 
ply  to  it,  and  did  not  expect  one ;  bni  I  understand 
that  the  eanse  baa  been,  and  wilt  be,  postponed. 

A  newspaper  copy  of  tbePresidenisproclBma' 
tion  of  tbe  3d  of  November  arrived  in  London  on 
tbe  11th  instant,  and  produced  a  good  deal  of 
sensation.  It  gave  me  pleasure  to  find  my  letter 
to  Lord  Wellesley  so  aopported.  I  hope  soon  to 
receive  an  official -co  mmunicai  ton  of  il. 

What  will  be  done  here  on  tbe  affiiir  of  the 
Orders  ip  Conneil,  Aie  ,  I  cannot  yet  say.  Th« 
general  impression  seems  to  be  that  tbey  will  do 
nothing.  Hy  letter  to  Lord  Wellesley  was  writ- 
tea  (as  my  verbal  commnnieation  had  been  giv- 
en) nnder  a  persuasion  that  ifaey  will  do  nothing 
if  they  can  help  it.  A  very  firm  tone  ought  now 
to  be  assumed  with  this  Govemmenl. 


No.  I. 
FoBGioN  OmcE,  Dec  4, 1910. 

Sib:  After  the  most  accurate  inqairy.  I  have 
not  been  abtetoobtaio  any  auibenlic  intelligence 
of  the  actual  repeal  of  ine  French  decrees,  to 
which  yonr  notes  of  the  25(h  of  August  and  3d 
of  November  refer,  or  of  the  restoration  of  the 
commerce  of  neutral  nations  to  the  condition  iii 
which  il  stood  previonsly  to  the  proranlgaiion  ef 
those  decrees. 

If  you  sbonid  he  tn  possession  of  any  snch  In- 
fbrtnaiion,  I  shotrtd  be  happy  to  receive  it  from 

Jou,  and  for  that  purpose  I  request  lo  have  the 
onor  of  a  conference  with  yoti  at  this  office  to- 
morrow, at  two  o'clock. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  AiC. 

WfiLLEBLET. 
Wh.  PiHXMET,  Esq: 


No.  8. 
PoaKOH  Ofpicb,  Dec  6, 181Q. 
8tR  :  The  inporUnee  of  the  verbal  commaai* 
ition  which  I  had  (b«  honor  of  reaeiriag  froaa 
rasterday  induces  ne  to  request  that  you 

nve  the  goodoeas  to  eemniii  the  aubataow 

of  it  to  Writing  at  the  earlieM  lime  whieh  may 
suit  your  MuveDieoce. 
Ai  soon  a«  lahaU  have  KeatTtdanchawnitw 


yo«  yasti 
will  have 
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•Mtemeot  from  job,  I  aball  be  aaxiona  to  return 
KD  officiel  repljr  in  ihe  tame  form. 

Under  ibeie  cirennittiQcn,  it  may,  perhapa,  be 
uaneccEssry  tfael  yoa  ihoutd  take  tbe  iroapte  of 
eallJDa  at  Ibii  office  to-morrow. 

If,  bowef  er,  you  sbould  be  deNniDt  of  leeiog 
me,  I  ibell  have  the  booor  of  reoeiring  you  be- 
IweeD  two  and  tbree  o'clock. 

I  bare  ibe  booor  to  be,  &C, 

WELLKSLBY. 

Wm.  PlRKNEY,Eiq. 

No.  4. 

Hr.  PbikiMj  to  Lord  Welledey. 

Gkut  CawsBiLAWD  Place. 
Dtcember  S,  1810. 
Hy  Lobd  :  I  hare  the  hoeor  to  represeot  to 
you  that  an  AmerlcRn  vaaael,  (the  Foij)  pro- 
ceeding witb  an  American  cargo,  from  a  puri  of 
tbe  Uaiied  States  lo  Cherbourg,  in  Franoe,  in  tlie 
cooGdeDce  that  the  repeat  of  i^e  decree*  of  Ber- 
lin and  Milan  bad,  in  coi>rormiif  witb  repeated 
filedge*  and  tbe  obvious  demaoda  of  justice,  been 
ollowed  by  the  reriMKlioa  of  ibe  Bntiib  Orders 
in  Council,  has  been  captured  alnce  the  first  of 
la*t  monib,  by  an  Eaglith  frigate,  for  mn  alleged 
breach  of  ibeie  orden,  and  brought  into  Ply- 
mouth, and  sioee  proceeded  agaiiMt  in  Ibe  Higb 
Coort  of  Adoiintliy  as  prize  of  war. 

It  is  my  duly  (o  require  that  this  Teasel  aod 
bet  cargo  may  be  restored  as  speedily  as  possible 
to  their  tightlul  owner,  that  she  mar  ^  'eft  at 
full  liberty  to  resume  Ihe  lawful  voyage  in  wblcb 
■he  wai  eogaged,  and  (bat  effectual  meatures 
may  be  adonteS,  with  as  little  delay  as  circum- 
■taoees  will  permit,  for  tbe  prevesiion  of  similar 


likely  to  be  urst 
the  Orders  in  Cotincil  will,  if  unrepealed,  be  con- 
aidered  by  the  court  as  inipoaiag  upon  it  a  neces- 
■itT  to  pronounce  Mich  a  sentence.  I  am  further 
iaformed  ibat  (he  cause  may  be  heard,  if  the  cap- 
tors preu  it,  on,  or  very  soon  after,  Tuesday  next. 
I  trust,  however,  that  tbe  necessary  atepi  will  be 
,  taken  by  tbe  British  Oovernmeot  for  preveoting 
tbe  sigtuil  injustice  and  the  many  embarrass- 
ments that  could  not  fail  to  result  from  such  an 
mdjudicaiion. . 

\  have  the  booot  to  be.  &c. 

WM.  PINKNEY. 

Ho.  a. 

Copy  of  •  letter  from  Mr.  Pinkney  to  Lord  Wdlsslej. 
Qbeat  CiiMBnBLiNn  Place, 
Decembtr  10, 181D. 
HrLoio:    la  compliance  with  tbe  request 
•oniaioed  in  your  note  of  the  6ib  inatant,  1  pro- 
oeed  to  tecapiiiilata  in  this  letter  (with'  some  ra- 
riatioDB,  howeveT,)  the  ■tatesteota  and  remarki 
whioh'I  bftd  the  honor  to  make  in  our  cnnferenee 
of  tbe5th,reapecliDg(he  revocitioa  of  tbe  Preneh 
decrees,  as  connected  with  a  change  of  systi 
bne,  «a  the  auliject  oi  netitrB)  tigkle. 


Toor  I^ordsbip  need  not  be  told  dui  I  tMl 
be  happy  to  offer,  at  a  much  ettCer  Dom 
every  explanation  in  my  powet  an  maiitn  i 
:h  high  concern  to  the  rights  Hd  ntoattn^ 
country,  end  the  future  chanetn  uf  in  ir 
etgn  relations,  if  I  bad  been  made  to  uidmaid 
that  ezplaaation  was  deiired. 

My  Written  commuoicatioM  of  AnfuruJ 
November  were  concise,  bat  they  wen  Mil- 
tended  to  be  insaScient.  Tliey  fnrniiUm- 
denee  which  I  thought  coocl(i9iTe,iDdibiiHi 
from  labored  commentary,  beetDK  iirad'w 
uperfluous.  I  had  taken  up  an  opjnioo.  it'll 
iMudoned  reluctantly  and  late,uiii  iIiiBriiii 
Oovernmeot  woald  be  eager  to  fdlovihtma- 
lie  ot  Pranee  in  recalling,  at  it  had  pfadB 
lo  in  prom  a]  gating,  that  eiireordinirr  ifinil 
naritime  inaoyance  which,  in  lBOT,pKsniriti 
neutral  trade  in  almost  all  its  diieciinnik^ 
less  alternative  of  inactivity  ot  cnfnnei 
which  considered  It  as  a  subject  to  btnidUEl 
like  the  trade  of  the  United  Siskin,  tif  !t( 
statutes  of  tbe  British  Parliameai;  indQiilf^ 
bead  and  fashion  ii  by  every  nnO^i^tt^ 
dient  to  all  tbe  purposesand  even  i)xafitai 
Great  Briuin.  1  had  no  idea  ibittbraui 
of  that  ayatem,  productive  of  no  coaenntliid- 
vantage  to  England,  and  deserredlro'MLroj 
iu  theory  and  destructive  effects  lo  oiitn.  cm 
sorvive  tbe  putilic  declaraiinn  of  PiuHitii^ 
edict*  of  Berlin  and  Milan  were  motni.  u- 
itructed  at  length,  by  your  horiAi^tKom 
lilence,  and  alarmed  for  the  P™P''^'°r 
bw-ciiizi*Ds,  now  more  than  tianf^M*^ 
)  confidence,  lo  the  raioaaiiftnunol 
lb  oiders,  I  was  pr^riii|io«ppi»'"' 
general  represen  la  lions  by  deuiled  t*'"'?'!*'?; 
when  1  received  Ihe  konorofyoarwaufi**' 
instanL  In  the  conferroce  whii:li(eH«F"M 
bled  your  Lordship  witb  a  *wtat  waw^ 
tion,  of  which  tba  following  ii  Mailr''"''' 

The'doubts  which  appear  to  Hand  iiib(*>| 
of  the  recall  of  the  Briiisb  Orden  a  Ci«^ 
(under  wbicb  dcooiainaIioaIiiKl«<le<'''H|"', 
dera  of  Mocbde  of  a  kiadred  priaeiplfwlf^' 
must  refer  to  the  manner,  or  Uw  i"™^."/!, 
pnciical  affect  of  ibeall^  nfd'i'^^^ 
ot  France.  . 

That  tbe  manner  of  iha  piwwil  ""T, 
factory  lo  the  Britiab  GoTtmiaut  mm*" 
^esiiooed;  since  it  ia  pr^'*^' 'f*!"  ^ 
its  own  nunMToua  orders  for  "'"^'^jat 
fyiuft  ot  removing  blockadei,  •"''."'J'L^nwl 
obatructiona,  are  usnally  proelaiael  v 
State*  aod  merebanto.  unntkr 

The  French  repeal  was  oficiaUl  »**^  ?,,  j 
5lb  of  August,  to  the  Minirtet  ^'^L 
the  United  State*  at  Pads,  hr  *  ^!*^^ 
ister  for  Foreign  Afiair., «  I W  *«  WJ 
form  y«M  Lordship  in  my  I'W'J'JV^'?^ 
same  month,  which  not  only  gi"  ^  Sd' 
(a*  tbe  ehcioeed  copy  will  A"^)  *^^«a[ 
wotds  of  General  Armatrong'*  t"*^"' 
the  tenor  and  effect  of  that  noiiM- ,    „p,^ 

On  the  9th  of  August  tiienoiflI«U«"*'^ 
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official  jonrDal  oi  the  Freoeh  Oorerai 
Bct  of  inal  GoTenimeDt;  and  thus  became  a  for- 
mal  declamioaj  and  a  pablie  pledge  to  ell  who 
had  an  iDierett  in  the  matter  of  il. 

It  would  be  a  waste  of  time  (b  partieulerize 
the  Dumeroui  instaccn  «f  aDalogoUB  praetioe  in 
ESoj^land,  by  which  tbli  coane  il  countenanced! 
but  A  reoeot  example  happens  to  be  before  me. 
aod  m4y  therefore  be  mentioned.  The  partiil 
r«call,  or  modifloalion  of  the  English  blockade  of 
the  port!  and  pUeea  of  Spain  from  Qijoa  to  the 
French  lerntory,  (itself  known  to  my  Qorern- 


declared  to  the  American  and  other  QoTeromenU 
ID  exactly  the  une  mode. 

1  cbink  it  demooitrable  that  the  terms  in  whi«h 
the  French  lerocniion  was  ainouDced  are  jnst  as 
free  from  wellTounded  objection  ae  the  manner. 
Yoar  Lardihip'a  view  of  tbem  it  entirely  un- 
known to  me;  boi  I  am  not  ignorant  that  there 
«re  thoee  in  this  coantry  who,  professing  to  hare 
examiaed  them  with  care,  and  baring  certainly 
ezaniiaed  them  with  jealouty,  maintain  that  the 
reTooation,  on  the  1st  of  November,  ««t  made  to 
depend,  by  the  obrions  meaning  of  those  terms, 
upea  a  condition  precedent  wfaicfa  has  not  been 
fulfilled,  namely,  the  reroealion  by  Great  BritMn 
of  her  Order*  in  CaUaetl,  including  such  block- 
ading orders  ts  France  complains  m  as  illegal. 

If  this  were  even  admitted  to  be  to,  I  am  yet 
to  learn  Upon  what  grounds  of  justice  ine  British 
Government  could  deetiae  to  meet,  hf  a  similar 
act. on  it5  part,  an  adrmnce,  thiM  made  to  it  by  its- 
adTersary  in  the  face  of  the  world,  towards  a  co- 
operation in  the  great  work  of  restoring  the  lib- 
erty of  the  occaa;  so  far,  at  leas;,  as  respects  the 
Orders  in  Council  of  1607  and  1809,  and  such 
blockades  a*  resemble  tbem.  It  is  not  BfcciMry, 
howerer,  to  take  this  view  of  thequeation;  for 
the  Frencb  rerocation  tarns  an  no  condition  pre- 
cedent, is  Kbaolaie,  precise,  and  uneqairoeal. 

What  c<yii«tructioa  of  the  doenmeot  which  de- 
clares that  rerocatioa  might  he  made  b^  deter- 
mined anspicioa  and  distrust,!  hare  no  wish  and 
am  not  bonnd  to  inquire.  Soch  interpreters  would 
not  be  satisfied  by  any  form  of  worAi,  and  would 
be  likely  to  draw  ibe  same  conclusion  from  per- 
fect eiplieitness  and  studied  obseuricr.  It  is 
enough  for  me  that  the  fair,  and  natural,  and  ne- 
cessary import  of  tbe  paper  affords  no  color  far 
the  InteTpretBtion  I  am  about  to  examiae. 
The  French  declaration  '- that  the  dec 
Berlin  and  Milan  are  revoked,  and  that,  fr*m  the 
Ut  of  November  [hey  will  cease  to  have  any 
effect,"  i*  precision  iuelL  But  tbey  are  followed 
by  these  words ;  "  Bien  entendu  qu'en  conse- 
quence de  cette  declaration  les  Anglais  rfiroqaer- 
ont  leurs  arrits  du  conseil,  et  renonceronl  aux 
noureaux  principes  de  blocus  ^u'ils  oDt  Toulu 
(labUr,  ou  bien  que  les  Gtaia  Unie,  cot^omUmtnt 
a  PacU  que  wmt  vtnez  eommnniquer,  feront  re- 
specter leuTB  droits  pa^  les  Anglais." 

If  these  words  state  any  condition  the^  eute' 
two;  the  (rst  depending  upon  Qreat  Britain,  the 


last,  upon  the  United  States]  and  as  tbey  are 
put  in  the  disjuoGlire.  il  would  be  eitravBgani  to 
hold  that  tbe  non^performance  of  one  of  them  is 
eqolTalent  to  the  non-perfoTmance  of  both.  I 
shall  lake  for  granted,  therefore,  that  tbe  argu- 
ment against  my  construciion  of  the  Duke  of 
Cadore's  letter  must  be  moulded  into  a  new  form. 
It  must  deal  with  two  conditions  initead  of  one, 
and  considering  ihero  equally  as  condiiioDs  pre- 
cedent 10  be  performed  (disjunciirely)  before  the 
day  limited  for  the  operative  comoiencement  of 
the  French  repeal,  must  maintain  thai,  if  neither 
of  lliem  should  be  performed  before  tbat  day,  the 
decrees  were  not  to  be  revoked;  and,  conse- 
quently, that,  as  neither  of  tbem  has  been  so  per- 
formed,  the  decrees  are  still  in  force. 

If  this  hypothesis  of  previous  coodUions,  thus 
reduced  to  the  only  shape  it  can  assume,  be 
proved  to  be  unsouna,  tny  construction  is  at  once 
established ;  since  it  is  onlf  upon  that  hypothesis 
tbat  any  doubt  can  be  raised,  agaiotfl  the  exact 
and  perspicuous  assnraoce  that  the  decrees  were 
actually  repealed,  and  tbat  the  repeal  would  bt- 
eoma  eS'ectaal  on  the  l«l  of  November.  This 
hypothesis  in  proved  to  be  unsound,  by  the  f(d- 
lowing  consideration : 

It  has  clearly  no  foundation  in  the  phraseology 
of  tbe  paper,  which  does  net  contain  a  sYllaHte 
to  put  atif  condition  before  the  repeal.  The  re- 
peal Is  represented  as  a  dtep  alrrady  taken,  to 
have  effect  on  a  day  speciBed.  Cerlaiu  conse- 
quMCes  are,  indeed,  a^lared  to  be  expected  from 
Ibts  proceeding;  but  no  day;  is  given,  either  ex- 
pressly or  by  implication,  within  which  ihey  are 
to  happen.  It  Is  not  said,  '*  bien  entandu  que  les 
Aoslais  BUrOQt  rtvoquE,"  &«.  but  ''  qnl  les  An- 
glais rtvoqveroat,"  &c.  indefinitely  as  to  time. 

The  nction  of  conditions  precedent  is,  there- 
fore, to  say  the  least  of  it,  perfectly  gratuitous. 
But  it  ia  also  absurd.  It  drives  us  to  the  cooela 
sion,  that  a  palpable  aod  notorious  impoAihilily 
was  intended  to  be  prfscrfhed  as  a  condition,  in  a 
paper  wbioh  thejr,  who  think  it  was  meant  to  de- 
ceive, must  admit  was  meaat  tobe  plaasible. 

It  was  a  palpable  and  nolorions  impossibility, 
that  ibe  UaiiMl  Stales  should,  before  the  1st 
of  November,  execute  any  condition,  no  malier 
what  tbe  nature  of  il,  the  performance  of  which 
was  to  follow  the  ascertained  Tallare  ai  a  condi- 
tion tg  be  executed  by  Great  Britain  at  any  time 
before  the  same  Isl  of  November.  That  the 
act  expected  from  the  United  Slates  was  to  be 
consequent  upon  the  failure  of  the  other,  is  ap- 
parent. It  is  also  apparent,  that  npon  any  inlet- 
proiatim  which  WouM  make  the  act  of  Great 
Brttaia  a  Coadilloo  preeedent  to  the  French  re- 
peal, and  eoDseqaenily,  precedent  lo  the  1st  No- 
vember, (when  the  repeal  was,  if  ever,  to  take 
effect,)  tbat  condilioa  could  not  be  said  to  have 
failed  brfore  the  whole  period,  from  the  &ib  of 
August  to  the  1st  of  November,  had  elapsed.  Bat 
if  Great  Britain  had  the  whole  time  within  which 
to  elect  Ibe  course  which  she  would  pursue,  what 
opporinnily  would  be  left  lo  the  United  States, 
(equally  boand,  upon  this  idea  of  coadllious  pre- 
c^cnt,  10  act  their  part  within  the  same  period,) 
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t«  become  uqaainted  wiih  tkal  electk»,  mnd  to 
decida  upoD  and  lake  ibeir  own  courM  in  cook- 
qaeDce;  to  iST  Dotbiag  of  tbc  tmnimiasiMt  of 
tneh  iotelligeiiee  of  it  lo  Bnroiw,  as  woald  be  io- 
dtspcniable  lo  ibe  effieaef  of  the  coaditioul  re*a- 
catiooT 

Thi*  geaeral  view  wonM  aloae  b«  tufficiant  to 
diaeredit  the  arbitrarr  eooaitDciton  nnder  eoastd- 
eratioD.  Bat  it  will  be  sore  completely  cxpoaad 
bv  an  eiplBDaiioo  of  the  Datareortbe  act,whieb 
the  htier  profevei  to  eipnt  from  ibe  United 
Stalet,  io  eaae  Qteai  Britaia  riiould  omit  to  re- 
Toke.   TbiaaeiislhereTiTaltrf'tbeDOD-iDlereaiirte 


seqiWDl  law,  eommoDl)'  callvd  the  non-iatercoane 
act.  Now,  if  it  is  too  plaio,  opon  tba  face  of  the 
laii  meetioDpd  law  (to  which  the  letter  ezprenly 
refers)  to  eicape  the  moat  negligent  aod  UDskilfgl 
obwrvei.  ibat  ihii  reriral  couU  aot,  by  aoy  in- 
diniry  or  cbaoee,  be  accompliibad  before  the 
time  fixed  for  the  ccanllon  of  the  Fieoch  deereea, 
or  even  for  a  eoiuideniMe  time  aflerwardi,  it 
certaicly  caBDot  be  allcmble  lo  aMome,  that  the 
reTiral  wa*  required  by  the  letter  (whatererwu 
tbe  object  of  ibe  writer  or  his  QflrerDment)  to 
precede  Ibe  cessioB.  Aad  iftbis  was  dm  required, 
It  is  iDcentfotenible  that  the  cetiBiiaD  would  by 
the  terms  of  the  Icutr,  take  place  on  the  appomt- 
ed  day,  wheiber  aoy  of  the  eTenis  disjuociirely 
specified  had  iotarrancd  or  not. 

The  flrtl  step  towards  ■  revival  of  tbe  nau-iD- 
larooarae  aninst  Bcglaod  woald  be  tbe  proela- 
mation  of  ne  Preajdeot  that  Fraiice  bad  so  re- 
yoked  or  modified  her  edicts,  br  ihnt  thay  ceased 
to  TJoJate  the  oeutrat  commerce  of  ibe  United 
SiBtet.  ButtbelMierofMvBsienrChainpagayleA 
the  decree*  Bs  it  found  them  ap  lo  the  first-of  No- 
vember, and,  eonsequently,  ap  to  ib«(  day  it  conid 
not,  foranythinf  eontaioed  id  that  letter,  be  «id 
that  Ibe  rifthis  of  Amcriean  commerce  were  no 
longer  infringed  by  tbem.  A  prospective  prac- 
tamatioB,  that  ffaey  wotild  ceaie  to  violnte  thoee 
rights,  might,  perham,  be  ttstied ;  b«  it  oouM 
tCBPcely  bare  any  subsiantisl  opmtiosi,  either  in 
faror  of  France  or  to  the  prejudice  of  Englaad, 
until  the  epoch  ic  which  ii  looked  bad  arrived. 

Let  ii  be  admitted,  however,  that  all  pliysieil 
and  legal  obataole*  to  the  iataing,  before  the  lit 
of  November,  of  a  proclamation,  to  take  effect 
immediaiely,  were  oat  of  tbe  w«v ;  bow  wooid 
such  a  proceeding  fulfil,  of  itaelf,  ibe  fespectaiton 
that  tbe  United  Stales  would,  before  tbe  In  of 
November,  "  cause  their  rights  to  be  re»paeted  by 
Ibe  English,"  in  the  mode  pointed  out  in  tbe  lei- 
ter,  namely,  by  the  enforcement  of  the  non'inicr- 
course  law?  The  pivclamation  woald  ikork  no 
director  immediate  conseqaenee  against  Bngland. 
Three  months  from  it*  date  most  pass  away  be- 
fore the  non-intetc curse  law  could  revive  aninst 
her  I  and  when  it  did  so,  the  revival  woald  not 
be  the  efito  of  the  proclamation,  bat  of  the  oon- 
linncd  edherenca  of  £nglnd  to  bet  obnoxioas 
system.  Thus,  even  if  a  proclamation,  eSeetnal 
from  its  dale,  had  beeu  issued  by  tbe  President 
on  the  day  whea  ih^'Fieoeli  deelaratiMi  of  repeal 


came  to  ibn  hudsof  ibe  A»neu  Wnttii 
Paris,  tbe  inteieoaraa  between  the  Uslifd  Son 
and  Qreat  Britain  would,  ea  tbt  U  cf  Nwenk 
have  lemaiaed  ia  tbe  same  ceadiiim  in  MietB 
was  found  in  Am«ibi.  As  aU  ibii  wit«^» 
deralood  by  the  Goremmrat  of  Fnocfiieui- 
BlnaioB  is,  thai  ita  Minister,  fcofMiifCiuu 
have  tbe  American  law  be&Ke,  him,  ulHtiptti 
only  wbnt  was  eonfonoable  with  thu  hv,  U 
not  inteBd  to  raanit*  tbe  rcTirkloftbtMS'iitr 
course  against  Bagland  BsaeMdliiw  ukp- 
formed  befiiM  the  Istof  Novamfei. 

It  ii  WBTlby  of  remark,  ss  iandiKtirf  b 
another  view  of  this  sobjeet,  ihii  cm  tq 
who  eonolude  tbM  the  Mpcilof  ite  Fmdk- 
orees  has  failed,  are  not  ba«kwud  is  aakt 
the  French  declarati<w«  parpow  oiMtlrwe- 
flistaatwiih  that  craelasiea.  "nief  vnfiatk 
pnrposa  to  have  been  W  nltct  theeiinB|d» 
lioQs  between  AnasrinandBi^MJibrtkaiF 
mean*  which  ihe  dedwatioB  txuaL,iKiai 
naa-ialereourae.  Ajid  it  is  ewaia  ikitte 
Baglnnd  sbanld  abandon  pnticBlirpiiritt 
sysiem,  thia  was  tha  raalt  avmrsdli  ianm"' 
menat  lo  be  aeeovplisbed.  BH  wrmUI' 
no  hope  of  sncb  a  nanli  witbaat  i  f^»^- 
feetoBl  relitU|UishmeBi  of  the  Frmt  !»">■ 
A  ease  could  aot  Mbarwise  be  aadc  um<lv 
tka  Duke  of  Cadere  was  aware)  for  ndt>«F- 
erdtion  of  tbe  Aoieriean  lew.  To  ;«  '^ '"' 
before  the  reroeattoa  of  the  editd  w  »!"' 
sible.  With  the  law  in  his  biW,  R  vmU 
have  been  miiBGnloas  igBiniiMe  ■«  u  bw* 
that  it  wBt  the  eiaet  reveneof  lt»w*i<«Jf 
paper  mnst  piopoee.  He  wo«ldd«i«itanj* 
edge,  not  from-  that  particnhit  law  a*!?,  w|w 
the  whole  teaoi  and  spirit  of  Aaerint  |iit<>» 
iogi^  in  thai  painTid  and  saanilsst  IBhim 
in  wbioh  Oraat  Biitaia  aad  PitBH,ip<(<4!' 
notbing  else,  had  reeaaily  cenhM  ■°j'|f^ 
maritime  iatercau  of  AoMriea.  Ht  «>*"*'' 
leoifiam  ibos»proeeediant)iu,whili<^'*f' 
flieting-Fowvra  ooDtiaoed  » rirsi  ««* "*?" 
ibefa  aggressionf  upon  neunl  lifh^ww^ 
eramtnt  of  ibe  United  Stales  «»*•?»«** 
impartiaUy  lo  both.  The  VmA  dw"* 
then,  had  either  no  meaoiag  ii  ■"i'""'~. 
to  aanoanee  to  Ckncfal  Armstnaf  •rMUR  i*^ 
oeation  of  ibe  French  edicts.  -. 

I  should  only&twoe  yoar  I^rUnp^^ 
fnrihetapMnt  so  iJain  and  simple.  '"'■T: 
fore,  merely  add  to  what  I  base  ^"^^^ 
ibi.  branch  of  the  -oki^ «»- tk^^;;: 
naqmlioed  commaweaitoB  ftamw*"*^,^ 
»mmg  to  ma,  mcatioaed  *"  ****52Miwi»- 
thia  letter,  and  corroborated  by  ■*'??  ^^ 
mantealiont  (one  of  which  I  *"  ,,ag{t^ 
yon)  may.  perhaps,  wilhoet  UM»',^s 
courtesy,  be  allowed  to  eonnisiw.  "  .  j 
inlelliience"  which  yo»irI.or*k'>'f""T^;|j 
He  ccnld  scarcely  have  l>e«*«'"'":,^Sif 
the  occasion  was  valcuUied  »  ■ptllL'i.jlB 
he  had  t«ally  doubted,  would  to*!T  ■"'^ 
tome  with  the  cwifldeoteofeM™'"^. j^i 

It  only  remains'  to  spesk  of  the  P™"!^!, 
of  Om  ^rtnefa  repeal.    Aad  hen  T«'*^^ 
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oust  *i)9«(  m*  to  rttiniitd  yoa  'th«t  Che  or4m  of 
SDgland  Id  1807,  did  not  wmit  for  cbe  pnetrat 
Sect  of  the  Berlin  decree,  nor  linffer  witil  the 
ibscuriir,  m  which  cbe  meaoinff  o?  tfaetdeeree 
ras  snppoied  to  be  inToWed,  aaoatd  bt  cleared 
war  by  time h ecpluiatioa.  They  eaoMpninpt- 
f  after  the  decree  ittelf,  while  it  wu  not  only 
■nbignow  bat  iDopentlTe,  and  raued  upon  an 
dl«  probibltioo,  aod  yet  a  more  idle  deelaratioa, 
vbich  Fraaee  bad  do(  attempted  to  enforce,  and 
VMS  DotMioiuiy  tncapabJe.  or  cnforehi;,  a  nai 
cheme  of  oppreMioD  upon  the  Mas,  more  de- 
trueci  ve  of  all  the  aekaowledged  rif  hte  of  peaea- 
ul  Slates  than  bjitory  can  parallel.  Tbiirftal- 
Btton,  aa  it  wae  eaHed,  was  to  npid,  (bat  it  wae 
ett  before  the  injnry  wai  Hid  to  nave  proroked 
I ;  and  ycL  that  injirnr,  rach  aa  it  waa,  waa  pre* 
!eded  by  the  praotiaal  aaaartton.  on  the  pait  of 
Ireat  fkitain,  of  new  and  atanniog  priacipletof 
titblic  taw,  in  the  noliflaatioa  of  the  hloekade  of 
day,  1806,  aod  in  the  judicial  dacialoDi  of  ' 
rear  before.  To  uphold  the  retaliatory  or 
iTcrythii^  waa  preaumed  with  a  larprising  &^ 
:ility.  Nat  oirfy  wa*'  an  iaipoteni,  noesecated, 
lod  equivocal  mnaee  ptwamed  to  be  an  acfive 
icoai^B  of  the  eommeree  of  neiitral  oauoiiB,  bat 
he  acqaieecence  of  ibose  natio.ni  was  peeanmed, 
igainst  the  plainait  evidenea  of  facta. 

The  alacrity  with  whlah  all  ihii  was  done  can 
lerer  be  raaiembcred  withoat  regret  aod  aatoa- 
shment ;  bnt  enr  r^rei  and  astonishmait  most 
iocrease,  if,  after  four  year*  have  bcea  giTea  to 
ihe  pernieioti!)  iaBovation  which  these  prcsump- 
lions  were  to  iatroduee  aod  lOpport.  something 
like  the  same  alacrity  aboald  not  be  displayed  ia 
seizijig  an  hoaorabU  opporinntty  of  discarding  it 
forerer. 

It  h  not  nnnitaral  to  imagine  that  it  will  be 
iisearded  'with  pleaaote,  wbea  it  is  'considered, 
that,  baTiflpneverbeeneflBBtnatasaninstntmetil 
of  bostililjr,  it  cannot  now  lay  claim  to  ihoacotber 
rccommendatians  for  which  it  may  have  hereto. 
fore  been  Mixed.  The  Orders  in  Oeaacd  (of 
Noreraber)  have  paaxd  throogh  scnae  fiaportant 
ebaoget;  mat  they  hare  been  steady,  as  long  as  tt 
was  possible,  to  the  parpoM  which  llrai  Impressed 
ibem  with  n  eharaoter  aot  to.be  mistaken. 

In  their  original  ]^n,  they  comprebtadad  not 
onlf  Prance  and  nchaUiad  or  dependent  Powers 
as  had  adopted  the  edict  of  BarUn,  bnt  such  other 
naiioQs  as  nad  merely  ezoluded  from  their  ports 
ihe-commercial  flag  of  England.  This  pcodigioos 
expansion  of  the  system  was  far  beyond  any  in- 
lelligible  stajkdard  of  retaliation ;  but  it  soon  apr 
peared  tlwt  neutrals  might  be  permitted  to  tnSc, 
under  certain  restrictions,  with  all  these  diSereot 
□ationi,  provided  Ihey  would  tnbmit  with  a  de- 
pendence tiulT  ctJonial,  to  carry  on  their  tmde 
through  BriliiK  ports,  and  to  pay  such  duties  as 
the  Biitish  Qorernment  should  think  fit  to  im- 

Sne,  and  such  charges  as  British  agents  and  other 
ritish  subjects  might  be  content  to  make. 
The  United  States  abstained  from  this  traffic, 
in  which  they  conld  not  embark  wllhont  dishonor; 
and  in  1609  the  trstem  shraiA  to  narrowei  di- 
mensions, and  took  the  appearance  of  an  abMlnle 
llthCoit.3d3asB.~39 


ranee,  Holland,  and  Ibe  kiagdom  of  Italy. 

The  prohibition  was  absolnte  in  appearance, 
but  not  in  fact.  It  had  lost  something  of  formet 
exuberance,  but  nothing  of  former  pliancy,  nxti. 
in  tbe  event,  ws*  seen  to  yield  to  the  demands  n 
one  trade  wbile  H  prevented  every  oiher. 

Controlled  and  relaxed  and  managed  by  licen- 
ses, it  did  not,  after  a  brief  exhibition  of  Imperii 
■teinnen,  affect  to  "  distress  the  enemy"  by  tbe 
occlubian  of  his  ports,  when  the  commerce  of 
Bngtand  could  advantageously  find  its  way  to 
them.  At  length,  however,  this  convenience 
seems  to  be  enjoyed  no  longer,  and  the  Orders  in 
Council  may  apparently  be  now  considered  (i^ 
indeed,  they  ought  not  alwavs  to  have  been  eoa- 
sidered]  as  affecting  England  with  a  loss  as  heavy 
as  thai  which  they  inflict  on  those  whose  rights 
they  violate.  In  such  circamstances,  ifit  be  too  . 
mnch  to  except  the  credulity  of  1807,  it  may  yet 
be  hoped,  that  the  evidence  of  the  practical  effect 
of  the  French  repeal  need  not  be  very  strong  to 
be  satisfactory.  .  It  is,  however,  as  strong  as  thft 
:n  a  case  will  admit,  as  a  few  obser- 
vations will  show. 

On  snch  an  occasion  it  is  do  paradox  to  saj^ 
ibattbe  want  of  evidence  is  itself  evidence.  That 
ceitain  decrees  are  not  in  force,  is  proved  by  the 
ibsence  of  such  faeb  as  would  appear  if  they 
rete  in  force.  Every  motive  which  can  be  coti- 
eclured  to  have  led  to  tbe  repeal  of  the  edicts 
_Bvites  to  tbe  full  execution  of  ibat  repeal,  and  no 
motive  can  be  imagined  for  a  different  courss. 
These  considerations  ate  alone  conclusive. 

But  Ainher,  it  is  known  that  American  vessala 
faou^d  eoofestedLy  10  England,  have,  before  tha 
1st  of  November,  been  visited  bv  Ftcneh  privar 
teers,  and  sufiered  to  pass,  upon  ine  foundation  <tf 
the  prospective  repeal  of  the  decree  of  Berlin,  aod 
tbe  proximity  of  the  day  when  it  would  becoiuB 

1  BOtaal  one. 

If  tbere  ate  not  eran  stronger  (kets  to  show, 
that  tbe  decree  of  Uilan  is  ^iao  withdrawn,  yow 
Lordship  can  be  at  bo  loss  for  the  raaaao.  It 
cannot  M  proved  that  aa  American  vessel  is  prac- 
tically held  by  Fraitee;  norto  be  dcnoCioniUBeed 
by  British  visitation,  because  your  cruisers  visit, 
only  to  capture,  and  ooai|>el  tbe  vessel  visited  to 
voyage,  not  in  France,  but  In  Bng- 
111  not  ask  for  the  issue  of  an  expe- 
riment which  yourselves  intercept,  nor  eorapNin 
thai  you  havenot  received  eridence,  which  isn«t 
obtaiited,  because  yoa  have  rendered  it  impoasible. 
The  vessel  which  formed  the  inbjecl  of  my  nota 
of  the  8th  Instant,  and  another  more  reeeniljr 
seized  as  priie,  would,  if  they  had  been  saSerea, 
as  they  onght,  to  resume  their  voyages,  after  hav- 
ing been  stopped  and  examined  by  Boglish  crni^ 
era,  have  fnmlshed  on  thn  point  noanaweraUB 
proof}  aod  I  have  reason  to  know  that  preaiso 
aSen  have  been  made  to  the  British  Oovernmein 
lo  put  to  a  practical  test  the  disposition  of  Fraaee 
In  this  respect,  and  that  those  oflbrs  have  been  ra- 
flised.  Toar  cruisers,  however,  have  aot  been 
aUe  (0  visit  all  American  vessels  hound  to  Fra  nae 
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ABd  it  is  Dnderitood  llin  «uch  u  bar*  nrrited 
have  been  rreeired  with  TricDdsbip. 

I  caDnolqaiiihialaii  question  without  en  ten  de 
my  protest  agtioEt  ibe  pretraaiaD  of  [he  Brilisb 
QovcrnmeDt  lo  postpone  the  juaiice  which  it 
own  to  mj  GoTerument  and  cbnntry,  for  this 
fardy  ioTeatigation  of  cooKaaeaeea.  1  am  doi 
•We  to  comprehend  upon  what  the  prciemion 
Teils,  Dor  to  what  lituiii  the  investigation  eao 
be  lubjecied.  Jf  it  were  CTea  admitted  ibaE 
France  wai  more  emphatically  bound  lo  repeal 
her  almoit  nomiaal  decrees  than  Great  Briiaio  to 
repeal  subiitBtitial  orders,  (which  will  not  besd- 
miited,)  what  more  can  reisoaably  be  required 
br  the  latter  than  has  been  done  by  the  former  1 
The  decrees  ere  officially  declared  by  the  Oot- 
ernmeot  of  France  lobe  repealed.  They  were 
ioeffecmal  as  a  material  prejudice  to  Knglani) 
beforv  th«  declaratioo,  and  must  be  inefTectual 
since.  There  is,  therefore,  nothing  of  substance 
for  this  dilatory  inquiry,  which,  if  once  bpEUD, 
may  be  protracted  niihuui  end,  or  at  least  liUthe 
hoar  for  just  and  prudent  decision  has  passed. 
But,  if  there  were  roon  to  apprehend  thai  the  re- 
pealed decrees  might  have  some  operation  in  case 
the  Order*  in  Council  Were  withdrawn,  siill,  as 
there  is  no  cudden  and  formidable  peril  to  which 
Qmt  Britain  could  be  exposed  by  that  operation, 
there  cbq  be  do  reason  for  declining  to  act  at 
once  upon  the  declsralion  ofFraace.and  10  leave 
it  to  the  fnture  to  try  its  sincerity,  if  that  sincer- 
ity be  Buspecied. 

I  have  thus  disclosed  to  your  Lordship,  with 
that  frankness  which  the  limes  demand,  my  view 
of  a  subject  deeply  interesting  to  bur  reapeciive 
-eotintries.  The  part  which  Oreai  Britain  may 
Kt  on  this  occasion  cannot  fail  to  have  imnortaMt 
and  lasting  cooseqaences,  and  I  can  only  with 
that  they  may  be  good. 


.  t«r  ot  strength.    By  adhering  to  them,  ihe  will 
not  only  be  unjast  to  olhera,  but  unjust  to  btraBtf. 
I  hare  the  honor  u>  be,  &c. 

WM.  PINKNEY. 
The  Mabodib  Vfshi^Bun. 

Mr.  nnkney  to  ttie  Secretary  of  Slate. 

LoHDOH,  DecttrOer  3S,  ISID. 

Bik:  I  received  on  the  ^th  instant,  from  Liv- 
etpool,  your  letter  ol  the  19ih  of  October,  the  onlr 
.000  yoi  received  of  a  data  aulMeaueiit  lo  lbs  17ui 
of  July. 

My  letter  of  the  Uih  of  November  wilt  show 
(hat  I  had  myself  leutred  upon  the  courie  of 
.piocttediDg  which  (he  lastparagraph  of  your  letter 
Jfldieates.  1  now  wait  only  for  the  reaoralion 
of  the  capaci^r  of  the  Qovernment. 

1  preaaiae  that  my  note  to  Lord  Wellealey  of 
the  Slst  of  September  will  be  considered  as  hav- 
ing anticipated  such  parts  of  your  letter  at  ro- 
lais  to  hloclmdei.     No  answer  of  any  sort  has  bean 

Ken  to  that  note,  hut  I  will  not  fail  to  uke  the 
I  Dccaaioa  to  reinforce  it)  by  entarging  on  the 


to  which  yeoalloib  ItDf^ 
ion  the  tobjeei  cuDOtbetoomiKbpttiiciMi 
the  importance  of  it  ciaggeraioi.  IfnditU. 
adet  are  to  continue,  we  tiiall  hire  lunlodk 
ordert  of  1807  and  1809  in  nui. 

You  will  perceive  that,  in  ny  BoieiieiM» 
tioned,  1  undertook  to  meoiioa  the  blgcfadi* 
the  whole  iilaad  of  Zealand,  t*aa««flk(f^e 
blockades  to  which  (he  United  Suinit|rEV<: 
that  in  my  note  of  the  Silk  o(  AiiKiiit 
blockade  was  oomp^ehended  nndet  it>|ml 
detoHption'oftncli  (Cartas  wen  "uilifBU' 
the  Ordera  in  Council  of  1B07  and  )809;aliki 
in  my  latenoie(of  thelOihiniiut,)llana|d  I 
the  revoeaiion  of  all  the  blaeki(b  uvlkiaT 
note  of  the  Slst  of  September  relaiti  I 

I  hid  DO  indniciiom  to  wariiit  mam- 
Muting  any  other  blockade  tbu  ^i  dtf 
180S,  as  indispennfale  in  the  view  of  Mt  tan 
coBcerning  commercial  ietercMnt  till  Gr* 
Britain  and  France.  1  have  (BitwmliH- 
ever,  so  to  shape  my  differeatnoKlUlL(liWri' 
lesleJ^,  a>  that,  when  taken  tcgetlwr,  ib<T  hf'' 
eoaatdered  to  embrace  the  wheltoTiK^ 
blockades,  for  every  pnrpo«,  or  oifitW^ 
lar  purpoaet,  as  future  tnittneiini "  "•"■ 
nienee  might  require. 

Upon  the  subject  of  InprettoKi^lKn"* 
aay  anyibiog,  as  the  abir  of  theCMp^w 
aot  been  adjusted.  For  other  nUKnlwei" 
to  the  newspapers. 

I  have  ibe  honor  to  be,  Ac.  _.„ 


FRANCE. 


rne  foUowtDf  doGUBsals  woe  itamt^  » *;f 
Si«M  by  (ha  Pn>idaDf>  Ummim  ''B'^rl 
IBIO,  tad  JuuiBiy  14,  JtniHiy  il. » '"^ 
ta.l8U.j 

I-trantmil  to  the  Honte  oriUrmMiW»»; 

liiea  of  the  doctimenla  referred  to  u  uw  >»* 

tioBofthe'4th  iiMlant.   ■  ...mons 

JAUB8  llADIflffl"' 

Jamcakt  14,  ISll. 

lb  (Ae  Small  and  Route  tf 

StmrtHnlittiveiofAt  ISiilrfSWo^     ^ 

I  lay  before  Coogresi  a  letter  frW  *»X 
(fet  Afeires  of  the  Doiied  Sttiw"'^''" 
Secretary  of  State;  and  »n«fc«™nj.rtmi. 
lo  the  French  Minister  of  FowP  "^^^j 
alto  two  letters  from  the  H"^"  j9„t. 
Consul  at  BoHeaui  to  the  Satt^'  ""*" 

jANOiHT  31,  -I8H. 

Extract— Mr.  Annitnuig  to  Mi-  S^  ^"^^ 

M.  Champagoy  slated  iii«"**?™LW 
relauon  to  our  sbipi,  ic,  inSjwiJ^j^j;,. 
lac  coiuequesca  of  the  lyiiuiKw'*''' 
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er  of  ib«  23d  Aogast  lut,  and  which  had  beea 
iromulgaud  ihroaghiMit  the  Unked  Stales,  "  '' 
a  obviod*,"  be  added,  "  thai  Hii  Majeaty  ca 
rerniit  to  his  allies  b  eommerce  which  be  denlei 
o  himself.  This  would  he  at  ance  to  defeat  fais 
ysteoi  and  oppress  his  subjects,  by  demanditig 
roiu  ihem  great  and  useless  sacTiGees;  for,ifthJe 
ystetn  be  not  strictly  obierTed.  ererywhere,  it 
lannot  anywhere  prodaee  the  effects  expected 
rom  it.  Still,". he  Mid,  "the  propetly  is  oaly 
«qaeatered,  and  hecomea  a  sabjeei  of  the  present 
leKotiaiioD."  As  our  rem  oast  nuaeea  hava  been 
ufficienily  freqtieM  and  free, ai  ihiawas  a  mnet- 
Bg  mertfir  of  coneiliatioii,  and  at  the  closing  rc- 
nark  of  the  Minisiei  indicated  nihet  the  policy 
if  tookiqg  forward  to  oat  rights  ihan  backward 
in  our  wron^  I  thought  it  moM  prndeDt  lo  rap- 
iresa  the  obriouaauwera  which  m^t have  been 
;i7ra  to  his  ohMTvatioiu,  and  vhio^  ooder  6tber 
iirotimatances,  should  not  hara  been  omitted.'  ' 
Lccordingly  conteoted  myself  with  ezpmsing  a 
tope  thai  OUT  future  iDlsreotiraeshould  be  a  coDa- 
leiitloD  only  of  good  officer. 

lu  conformity  to  the  uunstlona  contained  in 
rouT  letter  of  tbe  1st  of  U«craaber,  1809,  1  de- 
rnanded  whether,  if  Qreat  Britaio  reTOked  faer 
ilockadee  of  a  date  aaierior  to  the  decree,  con- 
monly  called  the  Berlin  decree,  His  Majesty  the 
QroperoT  would  coaeeat  to  reroke  the  said  da- 
:ree?  To  which  the  Mioistar  anawered,  that 
"the  only  cendiiion.  required  for  tbe  reroeation 
by  His  Majesty  of  the  decree  of  Berlin,  will  be  a 
previous  revocation  by  the  British  QoTorniaent 
of  her  blockade  tat  France,  or  part  of  Franc*, 
(such  as  that  from  the  Blbe  to  Brest,)  of  a  date 
anterior  to  that  of  the  aforeaaid  dearce;  and  that, 
if  the  British  QoTemmcnt  would  then  recall  the 
Orders  in  Coancil  which  had  occasioned  the  de- 
cree of  Milan,  that  dcoraeshonld  also  beaonnlled." 
Our  ioIerTiew  .closed  here,  and  we  hare  had  no 
meeting,  either  accidental  or  by  retidezrous, 
doee. 

Extract  off  a  letter  from  the  nine  to  the  same. 
Pabis,  fWruory  17,  1810. 

The  note  from  M.Champagny.  a  copy  of  which- 
is  enclosod,  was  received  yesterday. 

This  goes  by  thewky  of  Singland,  andmay  not 

be  much  lat^r  in  reaching  you  tbao  my  despatch 

of  the  38th  ultimo,  which  took  the  same  road.  ' 

[Endoaed  in  the  preeedins  dupslidi.] 

Pasib,  fhbruary  14, 1810. 

Tbe  UDdersigned  has  rendered  an  accoant  to- 
His  Majesty,  the  Emperor  and  Sing,  of  the  con- 
versaiion  he  has  bad  with  Mti  Armatrong,  Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of 
America.  His  Majesty  authorizes  him  to  give 
the  following  answer. 

'  His  Majesty  should  consider  bis  decrees  of  Ber- 
lin and  Milan  as  violating  the  principles  of  eter- 
nal justice,  if  they  were  not  tbe  compelled  con- 
sequence of  the  British  Orders  in  Coancil,  and, 
above  all,  of  those  of  November,  1807.  When 
England  has  proclaimed  ber  sovereignty  univcr- 
aal,  by  the  preieosioa  of  tubiociing  ihc  (uuvaiw 


to  a  tax  00  naffigaiion,  and  hy  extending  the  jo- 
risdictfon  of  ber  Partiameat  over  the  industry  of 
the  world,  His  Majesty  thought  thai  it  was  the 
duty  of  all.  independent  natioiu  to  defend  ihdc 
sqvereienty,  and  lo  d.Eclare  as  deaatioaalized  (dc- 
natumalM*')  thosF  vesiiels  which  shoald  rann 
tbemselves  under  the  domination  of  Eoglaad,  by 
recognising  the  sovereignty  which  she  arrogated 
orn'  them. 

His  Majesty  distinguishes  tbe  search  (la  vitiU) 
froin  the  recognition  (r«a>nnaiisfancc)  of  tbe  Tea- 
sel, The  recognition  has  do  other  end  than  to 
the  reality  of  the  Sag.    The  search  ia 


the  flmg  be  ascertained,  and  of  which  the  n 
either  the  impressment  of  individiials,  or  the  eoa- 
Gscation  of  merchandise,  or  the  application,  of 
arbitrary  laws  or  regnlalions. 

His  Majesty  conid  place  no  reliance  on  the  pro- 
ceedings of  tba  United  Statu,  who,  having  ao 
grotind  of' complaint  against  France,  comprised 
her  in  their  acts  of  exclusion,  and,  since  tha 
month  of  May,  have  forbidden  the  entrance  of 
their  ports  lo  French  vessel^  under  the  penalty  of 
eonfiicaiion.  As  soon  as  His  Maieity  was  in- 
formed of  this  measure  he  consiaered  himself 
bound  Id  order  reprisals  on  Ameiican  vessels,  not 
only  in  his  terriiorr,  hut  likewise  in  the  countries. 
which  are  under  his  influence.  In  the  ports  of 
Holland,  of  Spain,  of  Itai^,  and  of  Naples;  Ame- 
rican vessels  have  been  seized,  becaase  the  Ame- 
rleans  have  seized  Freitchvessel}.  The  Americans 
cannot  hesitate  as  lo  the  part  which  they  are  lo 
take  ;  Ihey  ought  either  to  tear  to  pieces  the  act 
of  iheir  independence,  and  to  became  again,  as 
before  tbe  Revolution,  tbe  subjects  of  England, 
or  to  take  such  pieasores  as  that  their  coi:paieie« 
and  indastry  should  not  b«  tariffed  (larifl*)bf 
the  English,  which  readers  them  motedependeni 
than  Jamaica,  which,  at  least,  has  its  Assembly 
of  Bepresentalires  and  its  privheges.  Men,  with-  , 
out  just  puliiical  views,  (sons  politi^m,}  witbont 
booor.  without  energy,  may  allege  that  payment 
of  the  tribute,  imposed  by  Engtand,  may  be  suh- 
mitted  to  because  it  is  light;  Dui  why  will  they  , 
not  perceive  that  the  EnEliab  wilt  no  sooner  have 
obtained  the  admission  of  the  principle,  than  they  ' 
will  raise  the  tariff  in  such  way,  that  tbe  burden, 
at  first  light,  beoominK  insapporiabte,  it.will  then 
be  necessary  lo  fight  for  interest,  after  having  re- 
fused to  figbt  forlonorl 

The  undersigned  avows,  with  frankness,  that 
France  has  everything  to  gain  from  receiving 
well  the  Americans  in  her  porta.  '  Her  commer- 
cial relations  with  neutrals  are  advantageous  lo 
her.  She  is,  in  noway,  jealous  of  their  proa- 
perity.  Qreat,  powerful,  and  rich,  she  is  satisfied 
when,  by  her  own  commerce  or  by  that  of  neu- 
trals her  exportatioas  give  to  her  agriculture  and 
ber  fabrics  the  proper  development. 

It  is  now  thirty  years  since  the  United  Stales 
<tf  America  founded,  in  the  bosom  of  the  new 
world,  an  independent  couniry  at  tba  price  of  the 
blood  of  so  many  iramorial  men  who  perished  on 
the  field  of  baiUe,  to  throw  oS  the  leaden  yoke 
pf  Lb«  English  n^onaich.    These  geaeroiu.iMK 
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wtre  far  from  ■■^fiMiof,  when  ifaejr  ihui  ucri- 

'  th«  iikdepeaiieDve  of  Ahm- 

rica,  thai  lb«n  would  to  toon  M  a  qneMioii  wk«- 


teed  tboir  Uood 


tbw  ib«K  thovld  be  inpowd  npon  ii  a  foke  more 
bcavf  than  ihat  which  thfjt  had  throwa  off,  by 
■ubjectinf  its  fUaUtv  to  a  tariff  of  British  I^ia- 
biioo,  and  to  tb«  Orderi  in  Counil  of  1807. 

If,  then,  the  Uininier  of  America  ean  enter  io- 
ta an  engagement  that  the  American  rMMh  will 
sot  aaluait  to  the  Order*  in  Connait  of  Bug  tan  d 
«f  Norember,  1907,  nor  to  anv  decree  of  block- 
nde,  obIfm  ihl*  blockade  >baaid  be  teal,  the  un> 
denigned  ti  authoriied  (o  conclude  everr  epeetee 
of  conrentioD  tending  to  renew  the  iSeatf  (tf 
-  Conmfene  with  America,  and  in  which  all  tbe 
Meanre*  proper  to  coneolfdate  the  commaroe 
ud  the  prpapaiit]'  of  the  AmcricaM  •hall  be 
proTided  for. 

The  undenigBcd  haa  eoaaidered  it  hi*  daiv  to 
aniwet  the  rerbal  overtures  of  the  AnuricaB 
Uinliier  by  a  writieo  note,  that  the  Preeideni  of 
tbe  Uaited  Stalee  may  the  better  kaow  the 
friendt;  iatentions  of  France  toward*  the  United 
State*,  and  her  favorable  dUpoiitlonB  to  Ameri- 
can commerce. 

The  undertigned  pra;;*  Ur.  ArmMrong  to  ae- 
cqtt  the  a*tDno«H  of  his  hich  eoaei  derail  on. 
CHAMPAONY,  Due  de  Cadore. 


Hi.  AmatMog  to  Mr.  Smith. 

Pabib,  fV6rttaiy  18, 1810. 

Sia :  I  wrote  a  few  lines  to  yoa  feslerdar,  ■»- 
Bonncing  the  receipt  and  tmaiminion  of*  copy 
of  the  Duke  of  Oadote^  note  to  me  of  the  lith 
inetaat. 

Afier  much  serious  rcfleetiot),  I  have  ihonght  it 
best  to  forbear  all  ootiee,  at  preeeot,  of  the  errors, 
at  well  of  fact  as  of  argument,  which  may  be 
fonnd  in  the  ioiroduciory  part  of  this  note,  to 
lake  the  Minister  at  his  word,  to  enter  at  once 
upon  the  proposed  negoiiaiion,  aad,  for  this  pur- 
pose, to  offer  to  him  a  projet  for  renewing  the' 
coB?enllon  of  IBOO. 

This  mode  will  hare  theadramage  of  trying 
the  sincerity  of  the  orenata  made  Dy  him,  and, 
perhaps,  of  ilrawing  from  him  the  precise  terms 
on  which  bis  master  will  aecommoaete.  If  these 
be  such  as  we  ought  to  accept,  we  shall  hare  • 
treaty  in  whieh  neither  oar  righbi  nor  onr  wroon 
will  be  forvotten ;  if.otherwise,  there  will  oe 
enon^  both  of  time  and  occasion  to  do  jnetiee 
to  their  poller  end  our  own  by  a  free  ezamina- 
lioo  of  each. 

With  great  respect,  *c. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONS. 

Ron.  RftBin  Shitb,  Ac. 

EilnctMJIenenl  Anastrong  to  Mr.  Sautfa. 
PiRiB,  Maerth  10,  leW. 
1  hare  at  length  receired  a  rsrbal  mesrage  in 
■n&wer  to  my  note  of  the  31si  ultimo.  It  was 
from  tbe  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations,  aod  in 
ihe  following  words:  "His  Majeaiy  has  decided 
ifi-aell  the  American  ptoperiy  t«»4  ^  Spain 


but  tbe  mt»iey  ariati  _ 
depot."  This  message  baa  givcB  oeenww 
latter  from  me  [annexied]  io  a  tmnper  aemi 
difiereot  from  thM  of  the  ISdi  February. 


[Refarnd  to  in  Mr.  Armi 


AmiitKNtE'a 
10,  1SI0.J 


de^HhfcafllaRi, 


Osawal  ArmstMag  to  the  I>nke  of  C^n. 
PAmia,  JUbnA  10,  UID. 
Bib  :  I  had  jrestMdaf  tke  htmor  of  ttcaii^  a 

Terbai  mcMage  from  jrotir  KxaaUracT,  auv 
that  Hi*  UfueMy  had  d«ei4«<  that  the  A^iaa 
property 'NtKd  in  ibe.porUof  Spain  dmUte 
aoto,  fant  that  the  monef  ariaiBf  ihercframihDdd 


1ft.  Wbathv  Ihia  daaimoB   w<aa,  or  wm  am 
landed  te  sfajpa  as  well  an  to  eviwoea  T  aid, 
3d.  Wbethcv  Ibe  momy  nrnaac ?««■  ibewks   , 
whiohmigbt  be-ma^undar  it,  woaU-orwe^   , 
not,  be  aiiSjeet  to  (he  issue  of  tli*  paadiag  nega- 

The  geniietnan  elmrged  with  ika  Mirery  d 
yoor  mcKB^  not  having  been  tnavneted  io«a- 
■wer  thcaa  qikeatinns.  it  beoomc*  mj  duty  to  pw  I 
sent  them  to  your  Sxeeileoer,  and  u  lefued  a 
soluttoB  of  ibam.  Nor  i&  it  Jeaa  a  day  on  my 
to  examiite  the  (rraad  on  whtekUB  Ma- 

Bba*  been  pleased  to  take  thta  «l— t^i»,  whi^ 
larsiaDd  to  tie  that  oT'tepriaaJiawaaiedAit 
the  first  time  ia  tbe  note  yoa  did  aK^w  koaoe  ! 
toWrite  lamaOB  dieMhaltiBo.  lalbefonrth  I 
pamgnpfa  of  (hie  nota,  it  1*  said,  iku  His  Ua-  ' 
jesly  could  noc  hare  eafenlated  oa  the  taanve* 
taken  by  tha  United  fiUatM,  wka^  hxnag  ae 
gronnda-ofeomplsintagainat  Ftaac^  have  eo^ 
fvised  beria  their  ants  of  eaoloaioaj-aad  mee 
the  Dunthof  ldayiaat,taavepvotubticdlbeeaBy 
into  their  putt  of  Freaeh  evaaeU,  hy  mkiii  liiii 
(bam  to  coBfiteaiion."  It  tainie  that  the  UniwS 
Sutes  hare,  since  the  SOth  of  May  hst,  laited< 
den  the  entry  of  Freaeh  vessels  into  their  har- 
bor*. Aad  it  i*  also  jrue,  that  ifaa  niaahr  ef 
Gonfiaeatton  attaches  to  iJia  riolntioD  <tf  ifab  ttw. 
But  in  what  respect  does  tUs  oSead  Faaoef 
Will  the  refuse  to  us  the  rigfatW"  r^ulating  cen- 
nterce  within  our  own  ports?  Or  will  she  deny 
that  the  law  In  qnesuon  is  a  K^latian  merdr 
municipall  EistniDe  it  both  as  to  olyect  >M 
means.  What  does  it  more  than  forbid  Ameri- 
can ships  from  going  iiKo  the  porta  of  Fiance^ 
and  French  ships  from  coming  into  those  of  the 
United  State*  T  And  why  this  pnriiifaiiioo  7  To 
avoid  injury  and  insult;  toacapeifeet  lawleaa- 
neie,  which  ia  declared  to  be  a  "fereed  conae- 
quBBce  of  the  decrees  of  the  Britiik  ConnmL" 
If.  tbeo,  iu  object  be  purely  daftMive,  wbat  aic 
its  means7  Simply  a  law.  prerieiuly  add  gen- 
erally promulgated,  openting  solely  within  the 
territory  of  the  United  State*,  and  pnnithiBg 
alike  the  infractors  of  it,  whetbev  citixeu  ttl  iha 


said  Siaiee,  or  others.    And  what  is  this  bat  the 
ol^a  right,  common  to  aB  natioBs,  of 


atbiahedcetaed 
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X  w*«k»g  to  FnMe  1  .  Cw  tUa  be  rigudMl  m 
egritiixiBt*  cause   of  reprJMl  en  Um  part  of 
Poorer  ^rfao  intkM  il  ine  fint  dnir  of  natibas  to 
JefeiKl    thair  toTvratgaiv,  and  wko  stcb  dana- 
tionsliz*  (be  fhip*  of  inoH  wbo  wili  oitt  snb- 
seribe  to  tkeopinionl 

But  it  hat  betn  aaid  that  "the'^Biled  8la(« 
have  DOtbing  to  conplaia  of  a^insl  France." 
Waa  the  capture  and  c  and  em  nation  of  a  ship 
driveo  on  the  shores  of  Pranee  by  stre*  oTwea- 
tber  and.  the  petik  "^  tl>e  vm,  ootbii^  t  Wai 
the  seizDK'  and  ttqanlnttion  of  maof  cargoes 
broa^fat  to  France  ia  shipB  rielatiag  no  laar  and 
admitted  to  reguUr  n^  at  l^  imperial  ad*- 
tom-faoMMB,  DOthiBg  1  Wa»  lb*  violatiSa  of  o«r 
maritima  ngbf,  eoflueCtlad  «a  tit»j  bare  been 
by  the  solcda  mna.of  «  iwUic  (natf,  DothingT 
In  a  woni,  vaiit  amhiag tnatottt  Aipa  mielwTiit 
on  lb«  kiffli  Haa  wilhott  odMt  o&itee  (baa  (bat 
of  baloBgUf  to  Ibe  Vobad  Btalea,  w  athec  ap^ 
offy  than  was  to  befbaiid,  in  ttwMbanaedMKqr 
of  the  porpvtmon)  SurdT,  if  it  b«  lbs  duc^  of 
the  United  Btatea  (e  reaemi  thaominl  oaOrpatinw 
of  theBrlliahoidettof  Noranbtr.  ISDT.itcaUMt 
be  leaa  ihatr  dety  U  eonplaio  uf  ihe  datlr  sad 
pniciicalOHingea  OB  thapan  of  FiaDea.  It  is  in- 
deed true,  tbat  wet*  tha  people  eC-  tbt  Uailad^ 
.  States  deitiiate  of  poiky,  of  honoi^  and  of  enecT 
gy,  (aa  baa  btea  lininBBtcd,)  they  might  have 
,  adopted  a  lyiiaaa  at  dJaOTlmiliaiioa  bctwbea  the 
\  two  great  belligerents.  They  might  hare  drawn 
imaginary  lines  between  the  fir*(  and  sacond  ag- 
^  greisor.  They  might  have  reseated  in  ibe  one  a 
conduct  to  whieh  they  tamely  aabmitted  in  the 
other,  and,  in  this  way,  bare  patched  ap  a  eom- 
promiie  Ht#een  bonar  and  interest,  eqedly 
mean  and  diagncefuL  Bat  sach  ira»  not  tbe 
course  tfaey  panned :  and  it  is,  perhan,  a  neeea- 
\  aaiy  consequenca  of  the  jtistice  of  loeir  meas- 
ares,  that  they  are  at  this  day]  an  ittdepeadent 
nation.  Bat  I  will  not  prew  this  part  of  tar  sub- 
Jeet,  Il  vwiid  baaffMHUAd  te  yoor  £w*U«B«y, 
(knewiitg,  aaioa  do,  thu  theia  are  not  less  than 
ana  hwiWttd  ABanean  BbiM  within  Hia  Hajea- 
'  ty>s  HMaassioD.  or  that  of  Bisaliies,)  to  moUijily 
^Dofi  thac  the  United  $tatss  hare  grounds  of 
'  compkaiat  against  ffrance. 
'       My  Bttenlion  ia  nMetaarlly  oaJkd  to  anOlhei 

Jart  of  tbe  rtme  paragtaph,  which  immadiatelr 
btlows  tite  qoetatton  alteady  made.    "Aa  soon,'' 

'  says  yoar  Bxcellency,  '■'  as  His  Majesty  was  in- 
Tormed  of  this  measifre,(ibe  aoo-iateicourseIaW|) 

'    it  beBane  hia  dnty  to  retaliate  iipoa  the  Amart- 

'  can  ressels,  not  only  within  hit  own  lerriioriea, 
but  alio  within  tbe  eouniriei  undet  his  iadDeocc 

'  In  tbe  ports  of  Holland,  Spain,  Italy,  and  Na- 
ples, tbe  Amerisan  reasels  navs  besn  sstrcd,  Im- 

'    caws  tha  Americana  bad  seized  Fr«nch  rcMcts." 

'        These  lemarks  divide  thsnsdret  into  tbeTol- 

'     lowing  heads : 

I  Isl.  The  right  of  His  Majesty  to  seise  and, 
confiscate  American  vessels  within  hiR  own  ter- 

'•     rilories, 

■     '   2d.  Tbe  right  to  do  so  within  the  teirilorles  of 

'    Kit  alliesi  tad 


3d.  The  reaam  of  that  right,  viz;  became 
AmerieanH  bad  seiied  French  resiela. 

Tbe  first  of  these  sobjects  has  l»een  already 
examined,  and  the  Mcoad  mtisi  be  decided  like 
the  first,  since  His  Majesty's  rights  within  the 
limits  of  his  ally  cannot  be  greater  than  within 
his  own.  If,  then,  it  haq  been  shown,  (bat  the 
aon-inieroaursa  law  was  merely  dafensire  in  ita 
object,  that  It  was  bat  intended  to  ^aard  agiinat 
that  state  of  rlolenee  which  unhappily  prevailed, 
tbat  it  was  rettrioied  in  its  operation  to  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States,  and  that  it  was  duly 
I^omulgated  there  and  in  ISorope  before  eseon* 
tion,  it  will  be  almost  unaeeessary  to  repeat,  (bat 
a  law  of  soefa  description  cannot  authorize  a 
measure  of  reprisal,  equally  sadden  and  ailent  in 
its  enacimant  and  ap^ioatioo,  fonnded  on  no  pre^ 
rious  wrong,  prodoelive  of  no  prarioqs  con- 
nlaint,  and  operating  beyoad  tbe  limita-  of  His 
Majesty's  terriieries,  and  within  those  of  totae' 
eigns  who  fajid  eren  inritcd  the  cMMastee  of  ika 
United  Btalas  to  tbsir  ports. 

It  isj  therefor^  tbe  third  aidyeet  only,  the  reof 
sen  of  tike  rt^tt,  which  remalnt  to  be  ezamiaed'; 
and  with  regard  lo  it  I  may  observe,  that,  if  the 
alleged  faet  wblch  foniu  this  wasen  iMviiJmuid- 
cdt  dn  Fsason  ileclf  faik,  and  the  right  wttb  it. 
Id  this  view  of  (he  business,  I  may  be  peraaittad 
to  inquire,  wheu  and  where  any  anznie  of  a 
French  resvel  has  taken,  place  under  the  non- 
intercoucse  law?  and  at  the  same  time  to  express 
my  firm  persoation  that  no  such  seizure  has  been 
insde — a  persuasion  founded  alike  on  the  siteqce 
of  tbe  Qovemment  and  of  the  journals  of  th« 
country,  atid  stilt  mare  on  the  posilire  declara- 
tion or  several  well-informed  and  respectable 
persona,  whp<  hare  left  America  aa  lale  as  tbe 
26lh  December  latf.  My  conclusion,  therefore, 
is,  (hat  no  French  ressel  baring  violated  (he  law, 
no  seizure  of  such  vessel  has  occurred,  and  tbat 
the  report  which  has  reached  Paris  is  probably 
fbunded  on  a  circumstance  altogether  uncon- 
nected with  the  no n -Intercourse  laW  or  its  opet- 

Though  fat  froqi  wishing  to.  prolong  this  let- 
ter, I  cannot  close  it  without  remarking'the  great 
and  sudden  change  wrought  in  Hia  Majesty's 
sentiments  with  r^ard  to  the  deftniive  system 
adopted  by  tbe  United  States. 

The  law  which  is  now  believed  to  fbrnish  the 

Sound  for  reprisal,  was  communicated  to  His 
ajeaiy  in  June  or  July  last,  and  certainly  did 
not  theti  ezci te  any  BuapicJon of  feeling  unfriendly 
to  the  American  OovernmenL  Far  from  this, 
its  comniunicBiion  was  immedfately  followed  by 
oreriurps  of  ace  om  modal  ion,  which,  ibougli  pro^ 
ductire  of  no  positive  arraugement,  did  not  make 
matters  worse  ihan  ihey  found  them. 

On  the  22d  of  August  last  I  was  honored  with 
a  full  ezpositlon  of  the  i^iews  and  principles  that 
had  gorerned,  and   which  should  contiDne  to 

Savern,  His  Mej^ty't  policy  iq  relation  to  Ibe 
United  States,  and  in  this  we  do  not  find  the 
slightest  Uaoe  of  oonplaint  against  the  prorisions 
of  the  taw  in  goesiion. 
At  a  peKod  later  than  tte  SSd  of  Augott,  at 
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Amwieaa  tbip,  destined  lo  k  part  of  Spkin.  wai 
captured  bv  i  Freaeb  priTateer.  An  ■Ppcvl  wu 
mode  to  Hi*  Majesi/s  MinuW  of  War,  wbo, 
haviDg  mbmitied  Ih«  cite,  receiTttI  orderi  to  lib- 
erate all  American  rMwU  destined  to  Sptoiib 
riria  which  had  not  riokled  the  imperial  deereea. 
noiher  American  ibip,  at  a  poiol  of  lima  tiitl 
biei  tbao  the  eaptnre  of  the  preceding,  wa* 
brooght  into  the  port  of  Ba?oane ;  bni,  haviog 
Tiolated  no  law  of  His  Majeitr,  was  acqaiited 
1^  bis  Conncil  of  Priies;  hnd  taitlr,  in  the  long 
eoDTemtion  I  had  ibc  boaor  of  bolding  wiib 
jaor  Bicdlencf,  on  tbe  25th  of  Januarf ,  no  idea 
of  reprisat  wai  nuiDtained  by  fou,  nor  luipccted 
by  me;  buL  on  the  contrary,  in  tpeakiog  of  tbe 
•eiznre  of  American  property  is  Spain,  you.ei- 
pceniy  declared  that  it  wa>  not  a  coiifi««aiion. 

Can  proof*  be  more  eonelusire,  ihai  from  tlw 
flnl  promnlgaiion  of  the  law  down  to  the  35lh  ef 
Jaanary  U*^  nothing  in  the  natare  of  reprital 
was  cofltemplated  by  Hia  MajeMjrT 

What  cirennutanca  may  ha*e  aiaea  occurred 
10  produce  a  change  in  hi*  opinion,  I  know  not; 
boi  the  GonSdence  I  feel  in  the  open  and  loyal 
policy  of  Hia  Majesty  altogether  exelndea  the 
idea  that  the  rale  waa  merely  fenod  for  tbe  occa- 
sioDj  and  made  to  Justify  letznrat  not  otherwise 
jnati&aUc. 

I  ptay  your  Eicellency  to  accept,  dbc. 

Extracts— Mr.  Annstnng  to  Mr  SmtA. 

Pabis.  April  4,  IBIO. 
After  sereO  weeks' deteniion  in  England,  tbe 


She  arrived  in  tbe 
ultimo. 

I  informed  M.  Champagtiy,  first,  tbat  llr. 
Finkney  bad  not  been  able  to  send  by  tbis  eon- 
Teynnee  the  reioit  of  his  application  lo  the  Brit- 
ish Oovemment  coDcerning  tbe  blockades  of 
France  prior  to  the  Berlin  decree;  but  ibai  be 
hoped  ID  be  able  lo  seod  it  in  a  few  day*  by  bqo- 
ther  conTeyancc;  and,  secondly,  tbat  jf  be  (M. 
ChampagDf)  had  anything  to  eommticicaie 
which  would  hare  the  effect  of  cbangiag  ibe 
pteseot  relations  of  the  two  countries,  snd  which 
he  wished  to  be  early  known  lo  tbe  Qovernm«nt 
of  the  United  States,  he  wonld  do  well  lo  let  me 
know  it  within  tweniy-four  hours,  as  tbe  mes- 
senger wonld  leare  Paris  niihin  thai  time.  To 
this  message  I  received  from  him  tbe  following 
answer:  "Tbat  for  some  days  past  nolbiog  in 
the  nature  of  business,  and  unconnected  with  ibe 
marriage  of  the  Emperor,  could  be  transacted; 
and  that  for  tome  days  to  come  the  same  cause 
of  delay  would  coniinue  to  operate ;  that  my  let- 
ter* were  still  before  the  Eftnperor,  and  that  he 
wonld  seize  the  first  moment  to  get  tome  decii- 
ioD  in  relation  to  them."  Thus,  yon  see,  every- 
thing is  yet  in  air. 

Oaaanl  Armstrong  to  Mr.  Bmith. 

Parii,  April  16, 1810. 
8t>:  Tbe  John  Adama  baing  set  deiaijied,  I 
Maablete  inform  yon  that  on  the  llih  inatant 


the  Empaior  directed  (he  nie  of  aU  tkt  lata. 
can  Teasels  taken  itt  the  ports  of  8ptiD,ulM 
the  money  arising  thcrefroni  thooldbtfliitdii  ' 
biscauwpnW.  He  hu  also  iefw(di«{it(i) 
the  &n),  and  baa  ordered  that  ihecucbcbn^li 
before  the  Council  of  Priies,  where  coW«S' 
tioB  necessarily  awaits  11  J  send  stiff g(i  i 
note  upon  which  this  last  order  w«iiita,ud 
aooLher  relaiiog  lo  out  businra  inNiikiiHit 
am,  with  very  high  coDsidetaiinn,  j«  set 
obraieat  and  very  bimiUe  serraDl, 

.  JOHN  ARM3TIUI!t^ 
Hod.  Mr.  Smitm,  ^. 

t^opy  of  Mr.  KnkMj'e  Msr  to  (immiiiit% 

Dbam  Sim:  Altkeogh  I  luvt  toiiatdikew 
Tettemaeh  loogcr  than  I  wished, I  la Milk 
rosend  yoti  ihe  reaullof  ■yapfhtsM*"'^ 
Qovernmeni  eoaeeming  the  Bniut  Uoeya# 
Fnaee  prior  to  the  BeitiB  deeiet.  lupMH 
receive  it  in  a  very  few  days,  sad  eiU  um* 
ately  forward  it  io  yon  by  Ur.Le(.brik«>r 
of  Merlaiz,  for  it  aeems  that  Ihe  Fi«Mi  St^ 
emmcDt  will  aot  permit  a  meMeapulwU 
any  other  port. 

I  have  I  he  honor  to  be,  A*. 

WILLIAM  pamii 

Hia  Ba'ey  Qaneral  Abmtbdm. 
Ertracts— Mr.  Annstnins  to  ft-  fci* 

Mr.  Lee  arrived  here  some  d»)r>  V  ?f 'T? 
letters  from  Mr.  Pinkoey,  copiner  «i"ti>,viO 
my  answers,  are  encloseo.  . 

I  need  scarcely  observe  bow  lnip(i»i«'  "J 
forme  m  make  this  or  any  simiIvHs"iH<''r 
grouDdwoikofa  new  demand  fur  iiepo''"'' 
Berlin  decree. 

[Katend  M  in  Mr.  AmstaMw's  Istlvrf  ■?■''"*') 
Mr.  Ptnkncj  to  Hr.  Arastnai- 

LoMon.JIfcnAf^l'Si. 

8ih:  I  had  the  honor  to ree«ire,tr»;'r 
ell,  your  letter  of  the  25ih  of  JwaT;, j^; 
sn;nce  of  my  iostroctioc,  I  l"« ''^„' 
letter  to  the  MBrqnis  Welteler,  S"  *"V" 
Majesty's  principal  Secretary  of  Saw  w'"' 
eign  Affairs,  inquiring  wheitieFS<T.»'''J^ 
what  blockades  of  France  iaitiiin*"  'TTj 
Britain  during  tbe  rreseni  wsr  be"""^ 
January,:  — 


ifsr  M 


',1807,  are  Undeniood  iT^^I^Tw 
be  in  force  7  Lord  WdlofcJ*^  j 
mat  leiler  not  being  so  rtp'"""J,„pi»^*- 
have  written  a  seeond  letter  w?"*^,  ^eairi 
lioD.  fn  his  Lordship's  •■*■" JJ,J'|,|,iiW 
letter,  I  am  informed  that  the  Wf"* !,  on, 
by  Oreai  Briuin  in  M.y,  ISM-ft  kjiix 
li  Brest,)  has  never  beei  forffltlll '"J,^^ 
but  thai  the  restrictions  whieliiw'"'*"^. 
tablished  are  comprehended  "J" "'Si' 

tPhsivP  r«trir.i™rof  ibS  Order  !»  C^^Zl 


1"  "fow  '"Z^^- 
the  7th  of  Jannary,  1807,and  il>«'»?'*li  m 
ade  of  the  ports  of  France  wis  uuH'*" 
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Oreat  Britain  betweeo  the   16lh  of  May,  I8O61 
and    tbe  7th   of  Janniry,   IS)?,   ezoepting  the 
blockade  of  Veoiee,  inxtitoied   on   the  S7lh   of 
July,  1806.  which  is  iiill  ra  force. 
I  bare  the  booor  to  b«,  &>:. 

WILLIAM  PINKNBY. 
His  Ez'oy  Oraeral  AsHBTROMa,  A«. 
[R«reTT«d  to  in  Mr.  .iimitning'i  letter  of  M>;  3, 1610.] 
Mr.  Pinknaj  to  General  AnHtrong. 

London,  April  6,  1810. ' 
Sir:  1  do   not  know  vhathei  the  autement 
coDtaiaed  io  my  leitn  of  (he  27th  of  kit  month 
-wiU  enable  you  lo  obtain  a  lecall  of  the  Beflilt 
decree.     Cerlaintr  the  iaference  from  that  slate- 
meat  is, that  the  Moekade  of  1806  is  virtually  at 
ao    end,  being  iner£ed  and  comprehendetj  in  an 
Order  in  Council  issued  after  the  date  of  the  edict 
of  Berlin.    I  am,  however,  about  to  try  to  ob- 
tain a  forniaL  rerocaiioD  of  that  blockade,  (and 
of  that  of  Venice.)  or  at  least  a  prceiM  dechra- 
,  tioB  that  they  are  not  ia  foree>    As  it  will  not  be 
I  poaaible  lo  obiatn  either  the  one  or  the  ether  7ery 
,  soon,  (if,  indeed,  they  etn  be  ebiained  at  all,)  I 
,  will  not  detain  ,Mr.  Lee,  bat.1  will  Mad  yoa  bdo- 
,  iher  meaMDier,  (Mr.  Ciaig,  of  Philadelphia,)  in 
the  course  of  three  or  four  weeks,  with  the  re«ult 
of  my    endearois^    In  the  meantime,  such  use 
I   can   fa«  made  of  my  eommanicatton  af  the  7th 
ultimo  aa  TOD  nuy  deem  adrisable. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 
I    [BebrTedtoinMr.Arn^(tnnig'sdeqi>lch,M>j3,  ISia] 
I    Extnet  of  a  letter  from  General  Armstrong  to  Hr. 
I  Pinknej,  dated 

,  F*Bia,  Mas  ^  l^^O. 

I  have  receired  your  three  letters  of  the  3d 
:  and  27tb  of  Match,  and  6th  of  April.  Accept 
I    my  ibanks  for  your  friendly  atientioa  with  re- 

Erd  to  the  passport,  and  espresi  to  Lord  Wel- 
ley  the  sense  I  have  of  his  Lordship's  polite' 
Be*s,  and  the  pleasare  it  would  give  me  to  make 
this  aakoowledgmeatin  pertoo.    The  doubt  with 
wUch  yon  begin  yonr  letter  of  the  6ih  instant  is 
well  founded.    The  ezplanation   you  hate  re- 
.     cekved  is  Dot  bdi^  as  Will  enable  me  to  demand 
I     the  performance  of  the  Emperot's  promise  (com- 
I     mvnicated  to  yoo  in  my  letter  of  the  2oth  of 
January  last,)  since  it  (the  explanation)  not  only 
admit*  that  the  British  order  of  blockade  of  May, 
1806,  is  act  formally  withdrawn,  but  thai  that  of 
the  87th  of  July,  of  the  same  yeae,  is  still  in 
I      force.    Ad  argument  in  the  fiice  of  theae  admis- 
tiont,  and  founded  merely  on  the  operation  of  an 
order  of  nltetioi  date,  and  more  esteniire  re- 
striction, must  not  be  hazarded,  aa  it  woold  be 
not  merely  naeleia,  but  prodactite  of  mischief. 

Eitiacl — Mr.  Armstrong  to  Hi.  Smitli. 

Pamb,  XIaj/  24, 18ia 
Some  cireniDMaDceB  have  ocenrred  since  tbe 
I  date  of  my  despatch  by  Mr.  Ronaldion,  vkieh, 
I  from  their  imttwiaaee,  make  a  speedy  coaray- 
I  ance  aeeesMrv.  These-Iihatl  dMail  as  briefly 
I       atponihle. 


let  On  the  t4lh  instant,  was  pabliehed  here  in 
the  official  and  other  journals,  a  d^ree.of  iba 
Emperor,  dated  at  Rarabouillet,  on  the  23d  of 
March  Inst,  directing  the  seizure  and  sale  of  all 
American  vessel!  which  bad  entered  the  ports  of 
tht  Empire,  or  of  iu  dependencies,  since  ihe3Dlbi 
of  May  last,  &c. 

have  been  sent  lo  Am- 


sterdam, with  orders  to  take  possession  of  th» 
American  properly  io  be  found  there  agreeahlf 
lo  the  tenth  article  of  the  lale  treaty  betweeik. 
France  and  Holland  ;  and 

3d.  Sereral^f  oDr  chips  and  cargoes,  with  re- 
gard to  which  comptomises  have  been  made  oa- 
der  the  sauction  of  the  Council  of  Prizes,  have 
been  seized  again,  to  satisfy  the  psovisioni  of  the 
new  decree. 

[Iteferred  to  in  Mr.  Armstrong's  despatch  of  May  M.] 
Translation  of  ■  decree  issued  by  the  Eniperar  of  the 

Piench,  ai  RambauiUst,  Msich  39,  1610. 
Napoleon,  ice. 

CoDEideriog  that  the  Ooremmeni  of  the  Uni- 
ted Sutea,  by  an  act  dated  1*1  March,  1809,  which 
rorbids  the  entrance  of  the  poris^  barborn,  and 
rivers  of  the  said  States  to  all  Frenoh  vetuel^ 
orders,  Ist.  That  afler  the  30th  of  May  follow- 
ing, vessels  under  the  French  flag,  which  shall 
arrive  ia  the  United  State*,  shoirbe  leized  and 
confiscated,  as  Well  as  their  cargoes;  2J.  That 
after  the  same  epoch,  no  merchandise  or  pro* 
duce,  the  growth  or  manubcLore  of  France  01 
her  colonies,  can  be  imported  into  the  said  Uni- 
ted States  from  aoy  purl  or  place  whatsoever, 
under  the  penally  of  seizure,  con  flic  a  lion,  and  a 
fine  of  three  time*  the  value  of  the  merchant 
dJse;  3d.  That  American  vessels  cannot  go  tq 
aey  port  of  France,  of  her  coIonLea.  or  dependi 
encies:  We  have  decreed,  and  do  decree,  what 
follows: 

Abt.  1st.  All  vessels  navigalin^  under  the  flag 
of  tbe  Ut>iled  States,  or  possessed  in  whole  or  in 
part,  by  any  citizen  or  sulject  of  that  Power, 
which,  counting  from  tbe  20th  of  May,  1809, 
have  entered  or  shall  enter  into  the  pons  of  out 
Empire,  of  our  ootonies,  or  of  the  countries  ocr 
cupled  bv  our  arms,  shall  be  seized,  and  the  pro- 
duct of  tSe  sates  shall  be  depodied  in  the  surplus 
fund  {cause  d'amortiisement.) 

There  shall  be  ezcepied  from  this  regDfalion 
the  vessels  which  shall  be  charged  with  de»- 
patches,  or  with  commissions  of  (he  Government 
of  the  said  Stales,  and  who  shall  not  have  either 
cargoes  jir  merchandise  on  board. 

ster  of  Justice,  and  oat 
,  .  .  charged- with  the  eze- 
cDtion  of  oar  present  decree. 

NAPOLEON, 

Tbe  Secretary  of  State  10  Geneial  ArnutKng. 

DEFAaTHENT  OF  State,  Jwu  6, 1810. 

Sm :  Tour  letters  of  the  17th,  ISth,  and  Slat 

of  February,  and  lOtb,  15th,  31st,  and  24th  rf 

Mareh,  with  their  several  enclosure*,  were  la* 

eeivad  on  the  21st  of  Mav. 

A*  the  ^Jobti  Adam**'  is  daily  expected,  anB 
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W.foar  farther  eoRHBanicRtioiia  by  h«r  witl  bet- 
•tr  enable  ma  to  ■dapt  to  ibe  Mtatl  state  of  oar 
^iur*  mth  the  Freach  GoTsraineiit  the  obwr> 
^aiioai  proper  la  faa  nude  in  relatioD  to  ibcir  MU- 
Qre  of  on  propert;'.  and  to  the  l«it«r  of  the  Duke 
of  Cadore  of  ihe  14th  of  Februarf,  u  Ja  by  the 
Preaideot  deemed  expedient  not  ta  niBke,ai  this 
tiHM,  an;  iDch  aaimadTcruoDi.  1  eaonot,  how- 
#rrr,  forbear  informing  you  that  a  hish  inaigDa* 
don  it  felt  by  the  Presideot,  u  well  ai  by  tbc 
pnUie,  at  ihU  act  of  violence  oo  our  proptrij, 
and  at  ifae  ontrage,  both  in  the  UngiuwejBSd  in 
tJie  saHer  of  t^e  letter 'sf  iha  Doke  of  Caiore, 
to  ioiiir  portrmyed  id  your  lurta  to  bim  of  the 
iOtIt  of  March. 

The  partiealar  object  of  thii  teitor  is  to  add  to 
toy  dripticlie«  of  ihe  4ib  and  2Sd  of  May  anoiber 
(hance  of  haileniog  into  your  tkaitdia  copy  of 
tbe  act  of  Congress  of  the  lait  leisioo,  coacern- 
toff  the  commercial  iniercoune  between  ibeUni- 
ted  States  and  Oreai  Britain  and  France- 

In  the  foQrih  lection  of  ihii  act,  you  will  pcr- 
eeire  a  new  tnodification  of  the  aotbority  given 
to  the  President.  IF  there  be  sincerity  in  the 
language  held  at  difiereot  times  bv  the  French 
GoTernment,  and  etpecisUy  in  the  late  overture, 
to  proceed  to  amicable  and  j  as t  arrangements  Id 
C8K  of  onr  refusal  to  nibmit  to  the  British  Or- 
jeis  in  Council,  oo  pretext  can  be  found  for  long- 
tt  dectitiing  to  put  an  end  to  the  decrees  of 
Whkb  the  United  States  hare  so  justly  com- 
Mained.  Bj  putting  in  force,  agreeably  lo  the 
terms  of  this  statDle,  the  ooo  intercourse  against 
Qreat  Britain,  the  rerr  ^ci«i  of  resistance 
woold  be  made  which  France  has  been  coosiani- 
ly  representing  as  most  efficacious.  It  may  be 
kdded,  that  the  form  in  which  th«  taw  now  prft- 
ivaa  the  overture  is  as  well  calculated  as  the 
brenure  itself  to  nin  a  favorable  attention,  inas- 
inuch  as  it  may  u  regarded  by  the  balligerent 
first  accepting  U  as  a  promise  to  itself,  and  a 
threat  only  to  its  adversary. 

If.  however,  the  arrangement  contemplated  by 
the  law  should  be  acceptable  lo  the  French  Oov- 
emment,  you  will  understand  it  to  be  Ihe  purpose 
tf  the  Prcitdeni  not  to  proceed  in  giviogit  effect, 
ta  ease  the  late  seizure  of  the  properlv  of  the 
tttiieos  of  ibe  United  Stales  hss  been  followed 
by  an  absolute  confiscaiian,  and  resloraiiou  be 
finally  refused.  The  only  ground  ubort  of  ■  pre- 
liminary rcBlorailon  of  ibe  property,  on  which 
tbe  contemplated  arrangement  can  be  made,  will 
be  an  understanding  thai  the  confiscation  u  re- 
versible, and  that  it  will  become  immediately  (he 
aabject  of  discussion,  with  a  reasonable  prospect 
ttf  Justice  to  our  injored  citizens. 

Ihare  the  hoaor  (o  be,  Ax. 

R.  SMITH. 

General  Jobk  AmffTROMO,  &a. 


Mr.  Smith,  Sscretaiy  of  State,  to  Gen.  Anutrong. 

Drpabtkert  or  Statb,  ^y  3,  1810. 

.    Sim :    The  eneloaed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  in- 

■ttuction  to  Mr.  Piokney,  bearing  tbe  same  dale 

pwUh  this  l«Uer.    You  wiU  ibtnea  pereeivej  that 


if  the  answer  to  the  Bniish  OevtraiaeK  la  k 
repreaentaiion  and  requisition wUeliMiHi» 


ter  at  London  ma t  nwkesboeU  btofiisisfa. 

tory  nature,  it  will  bi 

delay. 


1  be  ht&nsoiiusdtsTNni^ 


In  tb«t  case,  yon  will  makes  propttnifir 
for  obtaining  arnpeal  of  the  BeiliD  imtai 
you  will  proceed,  eoocnrreotly  viih  Hi.M- 
oey,  in  bringing  about  successive  remonfaiiik 


two  Qovemmenta  of  all  lh«r  prcdiiDtTiliiL 
I  avail  myself  ef  thb  oecasioaIaitMU|ci 
that  it-is  deemed  of  greni  importutctbaw 
Miniatera  at  foreigit  Courts,  and  tiptciiltiit 
Paris  and  Ejondon,  sbonld  be  kept,  iIk  nwhikf 
other,  informed  of  the  state  of  owtfcin  USA 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  4bc. 

R.  SMITH. 
Qeaeral  Joan  Akimtsoko,  &e. 

Mr.  Smith,  BecreUi;  of  StilB,  lo  Osn.  AiWmf. 

DapAKTMBirr  or  Stati,  Air  V^l^ 
Sib  :  Tbe  arrival  ot  tbe  John  Ailiv  kraifki 
your  lettm  of  tbe  Ist,  ilh,  7th,uiMi^ 
From  that  of  ihe  Idth  April, iitpiwiihioj' 
iwisDvet  of  the  Ameriean  propmy  bi^  ■** 
had  been  followed  up  by  its  edoal  ^jj^' 
the  proeeeda  had  bean  deposited  is  ilK>ap«< 
caitM  priU.  Yoo  have  pteaentid  ii  «» ]• 
colon  the  enormity  of  ihit  omragi,  iktiM" 
only  lo  signify  to  you  that  the  Ptoi'tii  «'"*J 
approTes  the  step  (fanlbai  beeatsk»^r<*i» 
that  be  does  not  doubt  ihai  it  willbrtt«^ 
yon,  or  the  person  who  ""f'^^J^^ 
such  farther  inierpoailion*  as  nuytcWBtdu- 
visable.  He  iostnwt*  yon  p*n»Bl«^J'^^ 
the  French  aovefOmenisBwible •"«'?'■' 
pressioD  made  here  by  so  signal  as  ^^'^  " 
the  priaciples  of  justice  aad  good  "i*  *"  " 
demand  ewryrepaiaiion  of  whi«ki»w*"T 
ceptiUe.  If  it  be  not  iM  pwpo*  «f*J,*T 
Government  to  twmo«  ewT i**"***' 
joatmeai  with  tbe  Uwted  bhms  ■■  "^^ 
rmpoaaible  but  that  a  reeontidsiaiwx*^^"; 
lent  pro«ce4iBg  nasi  lead  toaiwhwaH^" 
preliainary  to  a  genenl  Meoamri^'^ 
diftrenees  between  the  tvoeouow. 

At  the  date  of  the  Inst  eeuwiKUM  m 
Mr.  Pinkney,  he  had  not  **t««^,*?",^ 
isb  Govern  men  t  an  accepiaoee  w  i***?^ 
oil  whieh  tbel^reoeh  GorenuntUW"^ 
concur  in  piiUing  nn  end  to  all  *  «# 
against  our  netitru  commeree.  uK^^^ 
isrward  bare  aucceeded,  yoa  irtUj  <^*jj^ 
receiving  information  jiij^  ""'^MtiiSi^ 


claim  from  the  Freaeh  Clwsiig|. 


meniof  iuaromiae;  «>«l  by  tiu*"'- j^ lj, 
soli  to  Mr.  iTnkney,  y«i  ^jiiff^^Z  * 
in  eompleting  the  removal  ol  u 


stmctions  to  onr  commerce.  ^g,„ 

Among  the  doeaments  W  "f  .^^ 
aopy  of  the  aot  of  Congiw  •'"IfLfjlffi' 
iMereontse  law,  but  Biithsrinv  *  "^  ^ 
agniast  Grant  Britain  in  case  "^JlL,^ 
beredicts,  ud  Great Btitm rdaN ^J*^ 
example,  and  mice  nerso.    Toa""''^ 
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BehtioDM  with  /Vimca 


toforiBCiI  ihai  the  Preaident  is  rnulr  to  ezereiu 
the  power  Tested-  b  him  for  lueh  ■  purpote,  «■ 
soon  «a  tbeoceuioQ  ihallarite.  Bboold  tnitatlier 
experimeni,  in  the  hsodii  of  Mr.  PiuknB]',  have 
failed,  you  will  make  iha  act  of  Coo^reij,  aad  ths 
disposilioQ  of  the  President,  the  subset  of  a  for- 
ms! eommuDicuioD  to  the  Freneb  Qoreriimeat ; 
■Ad  it  (■  not  e»*y  to  cODceive  aof  graund,  ereo 
specioiM,  on  wbicb  the  orerture,  specified  in  the 
■et,  can  b<:  deeliaed.  - 

if  the  DOB-iDiercour«e  Ikw,  in  aof  of  its  mod- 
iSeatiom,  was  objectionable  lo'  tbe  Emperor  of 
the  PrftDch,  ibat  law  no  lotiger  exist.i. 

If  ha  be  ready,  as  bas  been  declared  in  the  let- 
ter of  the  Dake  of  Gadore  of  Febraarr  I4tfa,  to 
do  jaatice  ro  the  United  States  in  th«  case  of  a 
pledge  OD  their  part  not  ts  aiihmit  to  the  Btitisb 
ediots,  the  opportunity  for  makinif  itood  the  dec- 
iKtation  is  ddw  afforded.  Imiead  of  *nbmi.i>loi], 
the  President  is  readf,  b7  teDewing  th4  non-tn- 
terconrse  atBio*'  Oreat  Britain  to  oppose  to  her 
Orders  ia  Couneil  a  maasare,  witieb  is  of  a  char- 
acter tbat  ought  to  Mtutf  aity  reuoDable  expect- 

If  it  sboald  be  necessary  for  you  to  meet  the 
qiteslion,  whether  the  iioit-iQlereoar»e  will  be'  re- 
aewed  agsioBt  Qreat  Britaio  in  case  ihe'ihoqld 
Dot  cotnprebend  in  the  repeal  of  her  edicts  her 
Uookadea,  which  are  Dot  camiateat  with  the  law 
of  naiioQs,  you  may,  should  it  be  found  ne«««- 
Hiy,  let  it  ba  undeniood  that  a  repeal  of  ibe  ill»< 
gkl  bloekadea,  of  a  date  prior  lo  Ae  Berlin  de- 
ciee,  nameijr,  that  of  May,  1806,  will  beinclsded 
ID  tbe  condilioa  required  of  Great  Britain  ;  that 
particular  blockade  haring  been  arowed  to  be 
coiapreliMtdad  in,  and  of  course  identifted  with, 
the  Orders  Id  Ocnineil,  With  reapect  to  hldok- 
adet,  of  >  subaeqiieaidatsar  not,  against  France, 
jon  will  prees  the  reuoiikbleaeii  ofleaTiRf  themj 
liMether  witb  Aitnre  blockades,  not  warranted  by 
publio  law\  to  be  proceeded  itgainst  by  thaUniled 
Biaiea  ia  tftenMBDer  tbey  may  choose  to  adopt. 

As  haa  been  beretofore  stated  to  yon,  a  aatiifae- 
iflry  pvovisioB  for  restoring  the  property  lately 
■orptwed  and  aei^ed,  by  the  order  or  at  the  in- 
stance of  tbe  FrcDch  Gorernment,  must  be  corn- 


such  a  prorlsion  bein^ an  indispensable  eridenee 
of  the  jDst  purpose  of  France  toward  the  United 
Btatet.  Aiid  yon  will,  moreorer,  be  careful,  In 
BTranginr  auen  a  proTisioq  for  that  pattieiilat 
iase  of  ipoliationa^  not  to  weaken  the  grouQ'l  oo 
whieb  a  redreas  of  oiben  may  be  justly  pursued. 
If  tbe  act  of  Congresi,  wfaich  has  legalized  a 
free  trade  with  boilt  tbe  belligerenu,  without 
WurdiBf  a^inst  British  inierrtiptions  of  it  with 
France,  while  Fraoee  cannot  materially  iatermpt 
it  with  Qreai  Britain,  be  complained  of,  as  lear- 
iag  the  trade  on  tbe  worst  possible  footing  for 
France,  and  an  the  best  posaiUeone  for  Great 
Britaia.  the  French  QoTerDment  may  be  remind- 
ed of  the  other  feature  of  the  act,  which  puts  it 
la  their  own  power  to  obtain  either  an  interrup- 
lioD  of  our  trade  witb  Qrat  Britaia,  or  a  recall  it 
)uriMWt*ptiM  o(it  with  FniDee. 


Amon^  the  considerations  which  belong  to  this 
subject,  It  may  be  remarked,' that  it  migbi  have 
baeii  reasoDhblr  expected  by  the  United  States 
that  a  repeal  of  the  French  decree*  would  bare 
resulted  from  the  Britiah  Order  in  Council  of 
April,  1809.  This  order  expressly  reroked  the 
preceding  orders  of  November,  1807,  beretofore 
urged  by  France  in  Juttification  of  her  decrees, 
and  was  not  ooly  differenE  in  its  extant  and  in  its 
details,  but  was  essentially  diflerent  in  its  policy. 

The  policy  of  the  orders  of  1807  waa,  by  cut- 
ting off  all  commci^ciBl  soppliea.  to  retort  on  her' 
eneiiiies  the  distress  which  the  French  decree  was 
intended  to  iaflict  on  Greet  Britain. 

The  policy  of  the  order  of  April,  1809,  if  not 
avowedly,  was  most  certainly  to  prevent  sbch 
sappties,  by  shtitling  out  those  only  which  might 
flow  from  nelitral  cources,  in  order  thereby  lo  fa- 
'rot  a  surreptitious  monopoly  to  British  traders. 
In  order  to  eeantertct  this  policy,  it  was  the  man- 
ifest iolerest  of  France  to  have  favored  the  rival 
and  cheaper  supplies  through  neutrals;  instead  of 
which,  she  has  co-operated  with  the  moBopolii* 
ing  views  of  Great  Britain,  by  rigorous  ex- 
clusion of  neutrals  from  ber  ports.  She  has,  in 
fact,  reversed  the  operation,  originally  professed 
by  bet  decree.  Instead  of  annoyiag  her  enemy 
M  the  expense  of  a  friend,  she  annoys  a  friend 
for  the  benefit  of  her  enemy. 

If  the  French  Government  should  accede  to 
the  oreriore  cooiatjfed  in  the  act  of  Gongtess,  by 
repealiog  or  so  modifying  its  decrees  as  that  ther 
will  csKM  to  violateoor  neutral  rights,  you  wilt, 
if  oeeeaaary,  transmit  tbe  repeal,  properly  authen- 
ticated, to  Mr.  Pinkoey,  by  a  special  rae^-uenger, 
and  yon  will  haalen  and  insure  the  receipt  of  it 
here;  by  engagiog  a  vessel,  if  ito  equivalent  con- 
vey a  nee  should  offer,  to  bring  it  directly  froiu 
France,'  aiad  by  sending  ssreral  copies  to  Mr. 
PJnkney,  to  be  forwardM  from  British  potts. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  ^, 

R.  SMITH. 
.  Oeoeral  Jomi  AsHaraoira,  dtc. 


Mi.  8inithfSeciatai7of  Btate,  toQen.  Armalrong.   . 

Department  of  State,  July  17,1810.  ' 

8ii;    Ton  will  herewith  receive  duplicaies  of 

my  letters  to  you  of'  the  30th  June,  and  2(1  and 

5<h  of  July. 

This  despatch  you  will  receive  from  Lieutenant 
Miller  bf  tiie  Navy,  who  is  to  proceed  from  New 
York  in  the  sloop  of  war  the  Hornet.  This  pub- 
lie  vesselbas  been  ordered  to  England,  and  to 
France,  not  only  for  the  purpose  of  transmitting 
despatches  to  you  and  to  our  Minister  in  London, 
but  for  the  further  purpose  ofafiiirdingyou,  as  well 
asbim,asafe  opportunity  ofcooveyingto  this  De- 
partment, before  the  next  meeting  of  pDniress, 
fiill  information  of  tbe  ultimate  paPicy,  in  relation 
to  the  United  States,  of  the  OavernmentsofEng- 
Und  and  France.  And.  with  a  view  to  insure 
her  risturn  lo  the  United  States  in  due  season,  her 
eopiiiianding  officer  has  received  orders  not  to 
reiaain  in  »af  j>ott  of  Europe  after  the  1st  day  of 
October  next.  With  ttspect,  therefore,  to  the  timfe 
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Stlatimu  wUk  Fmux, 


jtM  will  deUiD  Mr.  Hitkr  in  Paris,  yon  will  be 
mflacnc«d  bf  the  JDforinxian  which  yon  may 
necire  from  him  as  lo  lbs  ordern  be  may  bar* 
from  the  eotamandinf  officer  of  the  Hornei. 

1  hare  the  hobvr  to  be,  &e. 

R.  SMITH. 

Q»«ral  Joan  AiHaTaoiia,  A«. 

EitTact*~-Mr.  ArmMrantto  Mr.  SmiA. 


Pabir,  AttgUMt  b,  1610. 
I  the  hoDoi  of  rcceitiBV  the 


1   ate  revoked.     la  .  . 

fact  a*  prompiljF  ■■  pouible  to  Mr.  Pinhney. 

I  shall  obtain  a  specific  revocation  of  the  de- 
cree of  the  23J  of  March  laii ;  but  it  ought  la  be 
kaowa  lo  yoo  that  thii  decree  hat  had  no  opera- 
tion since  my  Gru  unofficial  eommunicaiion  of 
the  law  of  the  Ut  of  May. 


d  to  in  Mi.  AmitraBg'i  letter  tX  Anfvat  fi.3 
The  Itake  of  Cadore  to  Geseral  Amutroni. 
F*Bia.  ^iviM<  S,  ISIO. 
Sib:  1  have  laid  before  Hia  Majeity,  the  Em- 

Eror  and  King,  the  act  of  CongrcM  of  tbe  1*1  of 
■y,  lalcen  fi om  the  Oaseite  nf  the  Uoilcd  Siaiei, 
which  TOD  hare  sent  to  me. 

Hii  Majeiiy  could  have  wished  that  this  act, 
and  all  the  other  acts  of  the  Qorerament  of  the 
Uniled  Stales,  which  interest  France,  had  almya 
been  officially  made  known  to  him.  Ja  Reneral, 
he  has  only  bad  a  koowledae  of  Ibem  iadircctly, 
and  after  a  long  interval  of  time.  Then  hare  re- 
sulted from  thi>  delay  serioiii  incMveiiiencca, 
wbich  would  not  bare  eziited  if  thcM  acta  bad 
licen  promptly  and  officially  eommaoicated. 

The  Emperor  bad  applaoded  the  aeiieral  em- 
bargo laid  6y  ihe  United  Siaiea  on  all  their  rea- 
scU,  becaiiae  thai  measure,  if  it  has  bi-eo  prcjndi- 
cial  to  Franee,  bad  in  it  at  least  nothioKCWnsiTe 
to  her  honor.  It  has  caused  her  to  lose  her  colo- 
nics of  Martiniqae,  Guadaloupe,  and  Cayenne ; 
the  EiD^or  has  not  eomplaiaed  of  it.  He  ba« 
made  tbis  sacrifice  to  the  principle  which  had 
determined  the  Americans  lo  ley  the. embargo, 
inspiring  them  with  the  noble  resolution  of  inter- 
dicting to  thetnselres  the  ocean,  rather  than  to 
submit  to  the  laws  of  those  who  wished  to  make 
themselves  the  tyrania  (lu  dominateart)  of  it. 

The  act  of  Ist  March  has  raised  the  enibetgO: 
and  subsiiiutedfor  it  a  mcasaie  the  most  iniurious 
-■'--■■ -jiofFrsr   - 


This  act,  of  which  the  Emperor  knew  nothiog 
until  very  lately,  interdicted  to  American  vessels 
(he  commerce  of  Franee,ai  the  time  ix  authorized 
that  to  Spain,  Naples,  and  Holland,  that  is  to'say, 
to  the  countries  under  French  influence,  and  de- 
nounced confiscation  against  all  French  renels 
which  should  enter  the  porta  of  America.  Re- 
prisal waaa  right,  and  commanded  by  the  dignity 
of'France,  a  circumstance  on  which  it 


possible  to  make  a  compromise  (de  trannger.) 
The  seouestiation   of   all    the  American  rea- 


s^  in  Franee,  has  been   the  neceanry  eotoe* 
qnence  of  the  measure  taken  by  Conrrea*. 

Now  Ceogreas  retrace  their  stepi,  frmorf  sac 
see  poa;)  they  revoke  ibe  aetof  the  Ixof  Mareb; 
the  ports  of  America  are  open  lo  French  cob- 
merce^  and  France  is  no  longer  interdicted  n  the 
Americans ;  in  sborl,  Oongresa  eoCTgea  tooppow 
it*elf-to  that  one  of  the  belligerent  Po wen  wbich 
ihould  refuse  to  acknowledge  the  right  of  atcml). 

In  this  new  stale  of  things.  1  aiD  aoiboriied  to 
declare  to  yoo,  air,  that  the  deeroea  of  Beitta  ltd 
Milan  are  reroked,  and  that  after  the  1st  of  H*- 
rember  they  will  cease  to  bare  effeei ;  it  btiig 
understood  that,  in  eonsequeoee  of  tbii  deeliia- 
tion,  the  English  shall  revoke  (heir  Orders  in 
CounciI,Bnd  renouaee  the  new  priacifdea  of  block- 
ade, which  they  have  wished  to  eatMbliah  ;  or  tku 
the  Uniled  States,  conformably  to  the  aci  jo* 
hare  just  commnaieated,  shall  cause  ifaeir  rigtis 
to  be  respected  by  (be  English. 

It  is  vith  the  most  particular  aatiafaettaB,  lir, 
that  I  make  koolra  to  you  this  detenu iaaiioa  ol 
(be  ^^peror.  His  Hajeity  lores  the  Ameneau. 
Their  proeperity  and  their  eomnaeree  are  withia 
the  aeope  of  hie  policy. 

The  iadenendence  of  Ameries  is  one  of  the 
principal  litlea  of  glory  to  Pnnee.  Siaee  that 
epoch,  the  Emperor  is  pleaicd  in  aggfraadisu^  the 
United  States,  and,  under  alt  circamMaaect,  thai 
which  caa  eontribute  to  the  rndcpendeiMc,  lo  the 
ptosperity,  and  (he  liberty  of  (he  Americasi^  the 
Bmperor  will  consider  as  confoRiuble  with  iheis- 
lereats  of  his  Empire. 

Accept,  air,  the  asstuanee  of  my  high  eoaaiA. 
cration, 

CHAUPAQNY,  ZhMde  CWare. 

Hu  Bic'y  G«B.  ABMeTBOifo,  Ac. 

Oanaral  AimstroDg  to  the  Dnka  of  Cadors.  [Nc  dale.J 
Sib:.  The  enclosed  copy  of  the  lawof  theUai- 
lad  States  of  the  lit  of  May  last,  has  beca  ttaaa- 
miited  to  me  officially  by  the  Secrciarr  of  Stai^ 
and  I  hasten  to  lay  it  before  vour  EzceQeney.  Il 
will  supply  any  waoi  of  attthenlieiiy  which  auir 
be  found  in  that  already  com  ran  a  ica  ted. 

In  making  Ibis  second  eommnaication  of  the 
law,  I  cannot  but  recall,  to  your  recolleciion  aa 
inference  injurious  either  to  my  Ooremdient,  or 
to  myself,  which  may  be  drawn  from  the  GiM 
paragraph  of  the  letter  you  did  me  the  htwor  » 
write  to  me  on  the  5th  instant.  In  this  ftngapk 
it  is  uid  :  "  3.  M.  aorait  d6air£  que  ee(  acte;  et 
lous  lea  antrea  actea  du  Ooavememeat  dn  Scats 
Uuis,  qui  peuveot  int6r«sser  la  Franee,  Jai  ea»- 
sent  toujours  i\t  notiS6s  cAeiellemevL  Ba  gfta- 
feral,  elle  n'en  a  eu  coimaissanee  qu'iadifeeLcmeni, 
et  apr£s  un  long  iotenalleda  tanpa.  II  rtettlte 
de  ca  retard  des  incoovenieoa  giave,  qai  a'aar- 
aient  pas  lieu,  si  ces  actes  eiaieat  proafptetaeai 
ei  officieltemeot  communiques."  f '  His  Majesty 
could  hare  wished,  that  this  act  and  »ll  theotber 
acts  of  the  QovernmeDt  of  the  United  Siatr^ 
wbich  interest  France,  had  alarays  ba«m  oSetil'y 
nude  known  tohim.  In^tMr«l,he  hosoolyhad 
a  knowledge  of  them  iadirectly,  aad  after  a  bag 
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inicTTal  of  limr.  There  have  rewilieil -from  lhj« 
delay  seriaas  iDCODVeDiencpi,  wbich  would  not 
have  ezUted,  if  Ibew  acta  bad  beca  prompilf  aad 
uffieiatif  oomnniDtealed."] 

From  ihne  words  it  may  be  inrerted,  eiiber  tbat 
lh«  Uoited  Slates  have  been  babiiuallir  D«gllg«it 
in  tniDsmitiiDg  tomeaachofiheiracltasciiai 
PraDCC,  or  that  I  bare  aeKleeted  to  perform 
duty,  in  not  preaeaiiiiK  those  acta  with  (officieot 
prompiiiade. 

Id  looking  back  on  the  public  meaaures  of  the 
United  Btalea,  which  in aay  way  iaierut  Prance, 
I  find  bat  the  foUowiof,  viz; 

1st.  Aa  act  probibitinx  commercial  ioUrooHrBe 
between  the  United  Sutes  aod  St.  Domiagu. 

3d.  An  act  lajricg  an  embargo  on  theahipaor 
other  vetMls  of  the  Untied  State*. 

3d.  Ad  act  prohibiting  all  commercial  inter- 
eoarse  between  the  United  Stales  and  France. 

4th.  An  arransemeDt  made  between  tbe  Seo- 
relarr  of  Slate  of  the  United  Sutes,  and  the  Min- 
ister of  Hia  Briianoic  Majesty  at  Washington; 
and, 

■5th.  The  hile  act  of  tbe  Itt  of  May.  Now  ol 
lbeBe,aUbaTebeenpre*etttedoffieiaUr;  and, mak- 
ing a  proper  allowance  for  ibe  remoteaeaa  of  the 
United  States  from  France,  with  AuOcient  promp- 
titude, excepting  the  last,  which  (from  causes  un- 
known to  me)  did  not  reach  Paris  until  jresiardajt. 
Your  Eicdlency  can  at  any  lime  ascertain  t' 
eorrectoeM  of  this  sialemeni  by  referring  to  i 
arcbivea  of  your  owa  Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONQ. 


EstracI— Mr.  AtmatiMg  to  Mr.  Bi^tb. 

PjkSia,  8i!pf.  10, 18t0. 

Since  the  data  of  my  last  deapaich,  (by  Mr. 
JatTia,)  nothing  baa  occurred  worili  commuoiea- 
An%,  DDiil  yesterda;,  when  I  received  Ibe  letter 
from  tbe  Duke  of  Cadore,  of  wbicb  No.  1  (en- 
eloaedj  is  a  copy.  By  ihii  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  decree  of  Rambouillet  is  not  in  operation,  and 
that  American  ships,  enioriaj  the  ports  of  Frsace 
before  tbe  1st  of  November  next,  will  be  judged 
nnder  the  siecrees  of  Berlin  and  of  Miisn. 

No.  2  is  the  copy  of  a  note  written  to  Mr.  Ubam- 
pafny,  witii  a  view  of  drawing  from  bim  soms- 
thiog  explicit  on  the  point  of  which  it  treats.  Tbe 
first  oF  tnese  may  appear  to  have  been  useleia, 
afier  the  declaration  of  that  Minister,  that  Amer- 
ican sbips,  wbicb  will  bercal^er  arrive  in  tbe  ports 
nS  France,  shall  not  be  subject  to  confiscation; 
but  anderataading  from  tbe  Council  of  Prizes, 
that,  until  (omeact  be  taken  wbicb  had  the  effaot 
of  recalling  by  name  the  decree  of  the  S3d  March 
last,  they  must  continue  to  consider  it  bolhaa«x> 
iiting  and  operative,  and  of  course,  binding  upon 
them,  I  hastened  to  present  tbe  sabjeci  again,  and 
in  a  form  which  leaiea  no  room  lor  misunder- 
standing. 

Sgptembeh  12. 

Ibave  the  bonorioeacloseeo^esof  twoletien 
from  tbe  Duke  of  Cadm^  one  «i  which  is  an  an- 


swci  to  my  note  of  the  8tb  instant..  To  tbe  ques- 
tion, wbeiber  we  bad  anything  to  expect  iorepa- 
imtion  for  past  wronga  f  they  reply,  Lhai  their  act 
being  of  reprisal,  the  law  of  reprisal  most  govern: 
in  other  words,  tbat,  if  yon  confiMcaU  French 
property  wider  the  laic  aj  non-intercourse,  fAcy 
vQl  eoTifitcate  your  property  under  their  decree 
of  Rambouiikt.  The  words  niiderscored  are  the 
verbal  explanation  which  aeconpanied  the  letter. 
I  net  out  this  day  for  Bordeaux,  (on  my  way  to 
the  United  States,}  and  hweto  bi^in  my  voyage 
from  that  port  on  the  Ist  October  next. 

i|'s  deqntch  of  Sept. 

No.1- 
7*he  Daka  of  Cadore  to  Mr.  Armatrong. 

Pabis  Sept.  7.  ISia 

Sir  :  Ton  bave  done  iss  tbe  honor  to  aik  of 
me,  by  your  letter  of  tbe  20ih  August,  what  will 
he  the  lot  of  the  American  vessels  which  mayar- 

Ire  in  France  before  tbe  lat  of  November  1 

His  Majesty  has  always  wished  to  favor  the 
commerce  of  the  Uoited  Slates.  It  was  not  witb- 
oiit  relueiaoce  that  be  urei  reprisal  towards  the 
Ame^icaDI^  while  be  saw  that  Congress  had  or- 
dered thecooQscBtion  of  all  French  vessels  which 

^bt  arrive  in  the  United  States. 

,t  appears  tbat  Congress  might  have  spared  to 
His  Majesty  and  his  subjects  this  mortification, 
(ce  diK^rinunf)  if,  in  place  of  that  harsh  and  de- 
cisive meaaure,  which  left  to  France  no  choice, 
they  bad  dsediiome  palliative,  such  as  that  of  not 
receiving  French  vessels,  or  of  sending  them 
away  after  a  delay  of  so  many  days. 

As  soon  as  Hi*  Majesty  was  informed  of  this 
hostile  act,  he  felt  that  the  honor  of  France,  in- 
volved' in  this  point,  could  not  be  cleansed  (ne 
pouvait  lire  laei)  but  by  a  deelaratioa  of  war, 
which  could  not  take  place  but  by  tedious  expla- 

The  Emperor  contented  himself  with  making 
reprisals,  and,  in  coasequence,  he  applied  to  Amer- 
vessels  which  came  to  Fiance,  or  to  tbe 
tries  occupied  by  the  French  armies,  word 
ord,  the  regulations  of  tbe  act  of  Congress, 
ice  the  last  measures,  by  which  that  hostile 
act  is  repealed,  His  Majesty  hastens  to  cause  it  to 
be  made  known  to  you.  that  he  aniicipaiea  that 
which  may  re-establish  oarmony  with  the  United 
States  and  that  he  repeals  bis  decree  of  Berlin 
and  Milan,  under  the  conditions  pointed  out  in 
,y  letter  to  you  of  the  5lb  Aagust. 
Daring  this  interval,  the  American  vessels 
hich  shall  arrive  in  France  will  not  be  sobjeoted 
to  confiscation,  because  the  act  of  Congress  which 
had  served  as  a  motlveto  our  reprisals,  is  repealed  ; 
bnt  these  vessels  wilt  be  sobjected  toell  ihaeffitels 
of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees ;  tbat  is  to  say, 
they  will  be  treated  amicably,  if  <bey  can  be  con- 
lidered  as.  Americans,  and  boeiilelf ,  if  they  have 
ost  their  national  character,  (f'ifa  se  mmt  laitti 
tUnationalitU)  by  snbmitting  to  the  Orders  ia 
Couneil  of 'the  British  Ooverament. 
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I  bmre  the  boaar  to  fwiew  to  jva,  ■ir,  tl>«  uta- 
nnee  of  mr  hirh  contideTmcIna, 

CBAHPAONY,  Dm  lit  Cadan. 
Hit  BicT  ^3m>-  ABHBTmoNa,  Ac- 

No.  2. 

[Brf«n*d  la  in  Hi.  AnHtnMw'ad«p«l^  (tf  8*pt.  10.] 

QMBnl  AxMboof  U  the  Poke  of  Cadei*. 

PABta,  Smt.  7, 1810. 

8u :  Yam  Bacelleney  will  BOt  laink  me  ibi- 
partmiBf^  if  1  ehoiild  emphr  (be  (lu  moaienli  of 
■nr  "OT  <B  P*<i'  >■>  ■••'''■V  >■>  explicit  declara- 
tion oo  the  foUowing  poinit : 

Itt.  Has  tite  decree  of  Hie  Majeitr  of  the  33d 
of  Marafa  hut,  entoiniog  acte  of  reprliil  agaiaal 
Ae  commerce  of  llie  UoiUd  Sutei,  od  aecoBot  of 
their  late  Jaw  of  DOO-iHtercourie,  been  recalled  7 

2d.  What  will  be  [be  operaiioa,  oo  the  r«$telt 
of  the  United  Blatei,  of  Hie  Majetly'i  decrees  of 
jolf  lait,  forhiddJog  ibedepariore  of  neutral  ihipi 
from  ports  of  Fraoee,  onleu  prorided  with  im- 
perial liceDses?    Are  ihete  lieenaei  merely  mb- 


ttimtetfor  clearaneei;  or  do  ther  preKribe  reg- 
nlatioDs  to  be  obeenred  br  Ibe  bofdera  of  t' 
wilhtn  Ibe  jurisdietion  of  the  Unitfd  6utn 


f  them 


Do  they  eooQiie  ibe  |»ermit(ed  inlercouree  to 
two  parts  odI;  of  the  said  Slates ;  bbiI  do  iher 
eojoia  that  all  ihipmeots  be  made  on  French  ac- 
count escliuiTelf  T 

Ii  it  Hi*  Mai<nt]r'i  will,  thai  the  teizorei  made 
ia  the  ports  of  apaia,  and  other  placee.  on  the 
principle  of  reprisal,  ahall  become  a  laojeet  of 
present  oi  fOtore  Dcgoiiaiion  between  ibe  two 
Oov#romeDtB ;  or,  are  tfae  acts  already  lalcen  bf 
His  Majestjr  to  be  regarded  as  coDcInstve  against 
remuiieration  7 

I  need  not  niraett  to  yonr  Bzccllency  the  in- 
terest that  both  %  vera  meats  here  ia  the  answen 
that  may  be  giren  to  these  qaeailonx,  and  how 
Hearty  coDoeeied  they  are  with  the  good  onder- 
BtandiBg  which  ought  to  exist  between  them. 
After  the  great  step  lately  taken  by  Hia  Uajesty, 
Uiwardi  an  aeeDmmodaiioo  of  difierebcea,  we  are 
not  at  liberl)'  to  luppoae  that  any  new  coaatdera- 
tion  will  ariKj  which  shall  either  retard  or  pre- 
vent the  adoptMO  of  measurea  neeesaary  to  a  full 
restoration  of  the  commercial  iotercourse  and 
ftieodty  relations  of  the  two  Powers, 

I  cannot  omit  expreasiog,  on  this  oecision,  the 
tense  I  iball  carry  with  me  of  the  many  obliga- 
tions I  am  personatly  uader  to  yonr  Bicelteoey, 
and  of  the  very  high  coonderation  with  which  I 
hare  the  honor  to  be,  your  moat  d>edieDt  and  rery 
humble  BcrraUL 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

His  Bxc'y  the  Duke  or  Cidobb,  &c. 
[Befnied  to  in  Hr.  Anaaboag's  da^etch  of  Sept.  10.} 
Hm  Doke  ef  Cadeto  M  Mr.  Anaatmc. 

PABia,  Sept.  18,  laie. 

Sir  c  I  hare  reeeired  your  letter  of  the  Tth 
September.  That  which  1  wrote  to  you  the  same 
.day  amwered  the  first  of  th«  qnestioDs  yon  pot  to 
■M.  I  will  add  to  what  I  hare  had  the  honor  to 
Write  to  yooi  that  the  decree  of  the  23d  Harch 


1810,  which  onteeed  reprieals,  in  e*BB«qnenee  of 
the  aet  of  Gongresa  of  the  lat  March,  1809,  was 
repealed,  as  soon  aa  we  were  iaformed  al  the  ■«* 
peal  of  the  aet  of  noD-iaiercMKirae  fmaaed  agaiui 
Pranee. 

Ofl  yonr  seesad  qnastion,  I  baaicB  to  dedare  to 
yoo,that  American  Ttasele,  loaded  witlt  ■errhaa- 
di*e,  the  growth  ef  the  Americaa  proriBee^  viU 
he  teeeired  widioBt  difficulty  in  iba  porta  of 
France,  prorided  they  bare  not  suffered  taeirlag 
to  lose  ita  national  oharaeter.  by  aiAnktiai  to 
the  acts  of  the  Britieh  Covacii:  ther  may,  in  like 
manner,  depart  from  the  ports  of  France,  "^e 
Emperor  has  riven  liceoaei  to  Aeaeticaa  reads. 
It  is  the  only  nag  which  has  obtained  then,  la 
this  Hts  Haieatr  has  inieBded  to  sire  a  pniof  rf 
Ibe  respect  ae  love*  to  show  to  the  AMerieaas. 
If  he  ia  somewhat  diisattsfled  (pat  eatmfmUe)  that 
they  have  Dot  as  yet  bean  able  to  adeeeed  in 
canaiDg  their  flag  to  be  reapeeted,  «t  leaat  he  sees 
with  Measure  that  they  are  far  from  kcknowled- 
glng  the  tyranieal  principle  of  En^liah  legislatiaa. 
Tbe  AroerictQ  rnaels  which  may  be  loaded  oa 
account  of  Prenehmen,  or  on  aeeenat  ef  Ameri- 

I.  will  be  admitted  into  the  port*  af  fVaaoe. 

o  the  mercbaadiae  cooiacatgd,  itheriagbecn 


pies  of  reprisal  must  be  the  law  In  that  al 
I  hare  the  booor  to  renew  to  yon,  ar,  the  as- 

!h  eonsidamlioB. 
MPAONY,  Zluc  d*  CM^n. 
His  Bxc'y  Qea.  AamTnoNn,  Ac. 

General  Armstront  *»  Mr.  PinhMfy. 

BOROEAOz,  Sepiemher  SSi  1810. 

Stn:  Yovr  letter  of  tbe  3d  inainnt  boad  me  at 
this  place,-BDd  oo  tbe  point  of  embarking  foe  the 
United  States.  1  hasten,  therefore,  to  gire  te  it 
an  itnioediate  answer. 

There  was  no  error  in  my  repfeieniatioa  to 
ron,  nor  in  yonr  represenlatiou  to  Lord  Wdles- 
ley,  of  the  words,  or  of  the  meaning,  «s  I  onder- 
sland  it,  of  ibeDnkeof  Cadore'snote  lome;  nor. 
indeed,  do  either  of  these  appear  to  be  readtlyam- 
eeptJble  of  mistake.  The  former,  so  doaht,  re- 
tract, in  the  most  positire  teriK  tbe  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees,  and,  of  course,  the  prineiplea  oa 
which  these  decrees  were  founded  ;  nmLiB  doing 
so,  ateu redly  give  us  a  fair  claim  on  His  Britaonie 
Majwty  for  a  fulfilment  of  the  protnise  made  by 
his  Miniaier  Plenipotentiary  to  obt  Goreraioest 
the  33d  of  February.  180S.  It  wouM,  howrrer 
appear,  by  Lord  Weliesley's  letter  to  yoM  of  the 
31)t  ultimo,  ibat  the  British  Ckbinet  batgiren  a 
new  rersion  to  this  promtae  of  His  IfaJHCy,  and 
that,  as  a  preliminary  to  its  ezeendoa,  if  is  aow 
required.  DOt  merely  that  the  priBei>fas  which 
had  rendered  necessary  (be  Briliab  siMctn  shtrald 
be  retracted,  but  that  the  repeal  of  the  Ftcoeh 
decrees  should  hare  actually  began  to  operate 
and  tbeeommerce  ofnentml  nauona  (guenllf) 
should  hare  been  restored  to  the  condiUoa  ia 
which  it  stood  pieriously  Id  tbe  promnlgaliea  of 
these  decree*.  It  woold-alao  «ppa«r,  from  difcr- 
eni  passages  in  yoai  letiar,  thni  loia  dariuun 
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out  or  a  mippMitiOQ  liwt  the  recall  of 
decree*  implied  e  aoMemporBiieaiis  oetMiioii  of 
the  Briiiab  Orders  ie  Couacil  <d  NoTembet,  1867, 
•Dd  ■  repeal  berore  the  lit  day  c^Noiretpber  aezt 
of  all  proclamation  blockades  of  France,  Ac.  tte. 
TkaQibi«DOMtructioniioitiiDgoaB,iDsiro|iioii>D, 
bcmoreerroncoua.  Were  the  repeal  of  (he  Freneb 
decree*  dependant  alone  on  wjiat  Great  Britain 
may  do,  the  rappoiition  woold  hare  in  it  some 
color  of  reaMHtaWaeie;  bat  a*  the  eoMKtion*  of 
it  pieaeat  an  attematiTe.  one  aids  of  vbieh  de- 
pends, not  oD  the  wilt  of^Hia  Britannic  Majesty 
at  all,  bai  ahagatker  on  ibai  of  the  United  States, 
and  wbieh  eaanol  be  adopted  by  ibein  nniil  after 
the  1st  of  November  oeii,  it  Dewssarily  foUowa 
that  tke  omdiliau  are  not  precedent,  as  ha*  been 
suppeaad,  bnt  Mibeeqneot,  as  I.  represent  them. 
Tom  rcasonlaf  will  nceive  illastratioa  from  s 
plaia  aad  Hlnophitiicftied  siateoeai  of  the  Dake 
of  Cedore's  dectantion,  tix  ;  ihatthe  Beflia  and 
Milan  deerees  wtU  cease  to. operate  after  tbe  1st 
day  of  Noremkerneat.oo  one  of  tw«  eudiiioas  j 
either  that  Qreat  Britain  shall  revoke  her  Orders 
in  Council,  so  far  aa  ihejr  vlokic  the  in«ritime 
rights  of  the  United  States,  or  that,  refuainft  to 
do  lOj  the  United  Siatea  shall  rerire  towards  ner 
certain  lectioni  of  iheir  late  DOQ-ioter course  law, 
conformably  to  an  act  of  Congteas  of  the  lat  May 
last.  In  ibis  ive  find  noihiog  of  a.Gontempore- 
neens  eeesaiion  of  the  Ftencfa  deerees  and  Brit- 
ish Orders  in  Couacil,  nor  that  the  blockades  of 
France  must  be  recalled  before  the  1st  day  of  No- 
Tember  next;  indeed,  the  rety  reverse  ix  to  be 
foand  there ;  for  it  eouiBins  an  express  eiigage- 
ment  the  decrees  shall  cease,  if  the  United  States 
do  a  certain  act,  which  all  the  world  knowa  they 
cannot  do  till  ^fter  that  day.  These  remarks 
may  derive  some  additional  tbrce  from  the  con- 
teoi*  of  my  letter  by  Mr.  Massoo,  which  will,  I 
hope,  show  that  the  aoncessions  made  by  France 
to  the  United  States  are  af  least  sufficiently  >ub- 
■taoiiat  to  invite  from  Gr«at  Britain  some  mea- 
sores  of  a  character  equally  condliaiory.  and  that, 
"earnestly  desiring  to  see  the  commerce  at  the 
world  restored  to  that  freedom  which  is  necessatv 
to  iiB  proeperitv,''  and  no  more  hesitaTing  to  fol- 
low tbe  B;ood  ibao  sbe  has  done  lo  follow  the  bad 
example  «f  her  neighbor  aad  rival,  she  will  go  on 
to  declare  that  her  Orders  in  Council,  &c.  shall 
cease  afte;r  the  1st  day  of  November  next, 
ditioD,  either  that  France  shall  have  aciaally 
withdrawn  her  offenEive  decrees  on  that  day,  or 
that,  if  she  r^nse  lo  do  so,  the  United  States  shall 
proceed  to  enforce  against  her  their  late  non-ii 
tercoiine  law. 

la  yiew  of  the  satgect,  notbing  short  of  this  e«D 
be  considered  a  snmctent  pledge  on  the  part  of 
the  British  Governrmeot,  which,  unlike  that  of 
France,  presents  no  alternative  in  tbe  condi 
OD  which  her  Orders  in  Council  shall  be  repealed,, 
and  vhich,  of  course,  in  no  way  makes  that  re- 
peal lo  depend  on  an  act  which  wonid  be  alto- 
getber  ifaat  oflbe  United  Stales.  I  have,  &c. 
JOHN  ARMSTRONa 
Uts  Bib';  WiLLiAii  PtnuiET,  Ac 


JEiztraet  of  a  lauar  M«  Mr.  PiakHsr  In  Ht.  BomU. 

OcTOBsa  7, 18ia 
It  may  not  be  amin  to  meation  that,  as  it  wiR 
b*  obviotnly  prudentj  even  if  it  be  not  abeohilelr 
vcaaaary,  to  furnish  me  with  all  such  further  et^ 
denoe  as  can  conveniently  be  gained,  conflrmv- 
tory  of  our  expeciaiion  that  theFreneh  rapeal  of 
the  Berlin  a M  Milan  decrees  will  take  efieet  on 
the  lu  of  November,  I  beg  yon  to  transmit  n>e 
aoch  evidence  if  ~,  and  ae  soon  as  it  shall  be 

It  maybe  yet  mora  hnpmlantMacnd  me,  with 
as  little  delay  as  (mssible,  after  ihe  lat  of  Novem- 
ber, ibe  iBost  decisive  pra^f'ia  your  power  ibn 
tbe  repeal  has  taken  -efieot,  at  leaat  an  ofieial  lei- 
yoa  to  me  stating  that  faet.       ? 

IBxtraet— Mr.  Smith,  Secretary  of  State,  ID  OenenI 
ArnistroBg. 

DfiPABTHGKT  or  State, 
•  Hopember  i,iSlO. 
Ytm  will  herewith  receive  a  printed  copy  of 
tkc  proelamalioD,  whiefa,  cowformably  to  the  aci 
of  CoBgresa,  1ms  beea  issued  by  the  President  oo  ' 
the  revocation- of  the  Berlin  and  Hilaa  deereea  ; 
yOD  mil,  howi«verjiei  tbe  FienA  Govenneat 
nndemand  that  this  kaafaeea  done  on  the  ground 
that  the  r'epeat  of  these  decrees  dote  involve  as 
extinguish  me nt  of  all  the  ediela  of  Ftanee  ac- 
tnally  violating  our  neutral  ri^hla.  and  that  the 
reterralions  under  the  expresstoa  it  being  an- 
derstood,"  are  not  eoitdltions  precedent,  affectiug 
the  operation  of  the  repeal ;  and  on  the  ground 
also  that  the  Uitited  States  are  uei  pledged  anitisl 
the  Uoektdea  of  Qre«t  Britain,  beyond  what  is 
stated  in  my  letler  to  yon  of  ibt  Sik  July.  It  ia 
to  beremarfcsd.moraorcr,  that  in  laving  the  ftae- 
bmation  it  baa  been  pveaumed  that  the  reqoiai' 
lion  eoMaiaed  in  that  letter,  on  ihe  subject  of  tbe 
seqneetered  pruyetty  wtU  baT«  been  aatlsS^ 
This  presumption  is  not  ooty  favored  by  tbe  oai- 
ui«l  aannexion  of  tbe  policy  and  justice  of  a  re- 
versal of  that  sequesitatien  .with  the  reptet  of  the 
decrees,  but  u  strengthened  by  cooenrrem  ac- 
counts, through  diSeraat  chaaneu,  that  «tich  po- 
perty  as  has  been  <>      >  "- 

restored. 


been  Mquestered  has  been  actually 

The  enclosed  copy  of  my  last. letter  to  Mr. 
Piokney  of  the  19th  nltlmo,  will  afford  yon  a 
distinct  view  of  the  line  of  conduct  presented  to 
him.  in  relation  to  the  British  orders  and  block- 
ades. 

This  despatch  will  be  delivered  to  yon  by  one 
of  the  officers  of  the  United  States' frigate  Bssex, 
whowill  have  order*  to  return  to  hissbipassoon 
as  he  shall  have  received  such  despelehes  as  yoa 
may  deem  it  necessary  to  traDsmit  to  this  De|Hirt- 
ment. 

Mi.  emitU  to  Oenersl  AnnstcoBV. 

Da^aBTJiavT  or  Sra-ni, 
f>heember  S,  1610. 
Bib:  Asthegftiandon  which  the  FrenebGov- 
erament  l^a  deemed  it  eipetBwit  to  [daee  ib« 
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r«TM>lfoii  of  in  daerce*  may  racKHt 
farther  pretext  of  requirtog  a  reiiDrsiioo  of  the 
French  property  seized  here  DDder  iha  BOOHDler- 
eoarw  law,  ai  a  condillon  to  their  rrsioriag  the 
AjnerieiD  propertjr  condemDed  or  sequeiiered 
■nder  the  Freocii  decree  of  March,  jrou  are  ~  ~ 
tfaorizvd,  in  eaM  a  re«loraiioD  can  be  thus,  t 
not  otherwMc,  obtaioed,  lo  acqaiewe  in  itich 
Brrangenieiii,  and,  if  BecesMrv,  to  girt  to  inch 
■rraoMiaent  a  coDrentional  form  requiriog  the 
•anclioD  of  the  Seoaie.  You  will,  however, 
take  c«ie  lo  aroid  anjmpiMtioDa  implyiojao 
aeknowledgeninit,  on  the  pait  of  the  United 
Statei,  that  the  non-lDtereourie  law,  which  wai 
not  retroapectlve,  baa  any  analogy  <o  the  French 
dearee,  the  iajuKiee  of  which  eMcatiallyeoasiatj 
in  it*  retrospective  opention.  Id  troth,  the  ar- 
nofemeDt,  on  the  part  of  the  United  Stales,  will 
be  liitle  more  than  nominal,  as  will  Rppear  by  the 
eacloted  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Treasury  De- 
parrmeot.  It  nay  be  proper  to  remark  that  the 
third  weiioD  of  tb«  act  of  May,  for  ibe  recovery 
orforfeitDrea  under  the  non-intercoone  law,  con- 
templated violalioDs  by  oar  own  eitizeiu,  rather 
than  French  violations,  which  eootd  not  have 
been  of  rafficieat  importance  to  have  called  for 
Kieh  a  provision,  pointing]  -'  ■  ■ 
I  hare  the  honor  lo  be,  4 

Gen.  JoBit  AKMaTROiifl,  Stc. 


Mr.  SiumII  lo  ibe  SecnUry  ofStale, 

PaRie,  Decunber  4,  1610. 
8tc ;  This  seires  merely  to  cover  a  copy  of  my 
letter  to  Mr,  Pinkney  of  the  lut  of  this  month  ; 
■inee  that  lime  nothing  has  come  to  ray  kaowl- 
edge  toaffecllhflBtaiemeat  which  it  contains.  It 
i*  my  duty,  however,  to  lay  that  I  have  not  learned 
tbe  oecuireaoa  of  any  caw  to  wbieb  the  Berlin 
«Dd  Milan  decree*  eoold  be  applied. 
I  have  the  honor  to  b^  dte, 

JON.  BUB8ELL. 
Hoa.  R.  Bhitb,  •SKrelary  ^StaU. 

pteftlred  ta  In  Mr.  Snieell'*  letter  of  Dec.  4,  ISIO.] 
Mr.  SnMd  la  Mr.  Pinkney. 

PABia,  Decembn- 1, 1810. 
SiB:  Ai  nothing  ha*  tranapired  here  of  aof- 
ficient  importance  to  be  communicated  by  a  ipe- 
eul  matienger,  and  as  no  safe  private  convey  a  nee 
'  has  hitherto  presented  itfelf,  I  have  delayed,  till 
now,  to  acknowledge  iht!  leceipt  of  your  letters 
under  date  of  the  7ih  and  2fiih  of  October. 

No  event  within  my  knowledge  has  occurred, 
eilhet  before  or  since  the  Ist  ^  November,  to 
.Vkty  the  coDilruetion  given  by  us  to  the  very 
positive  and  precise  aasoiances  of  the  Doke  of 
Cadore  on  the  Sih  Augnsi,  relative  to  the  revoet- 
lioaoftheBeriin  and  Milan  decree*.  That  these 
decree*  have  oot  been  executed  for  an  entire 
month  00  any  reewl  arriving  during  that  lime  in 
any  of  the  p'>rl*of  f'ranee,  may,  when  connected 
with  the  terms  in  whioh  iheir  revocation  was 
•acouoced,  fortify  tl^«  prauLOtptioa  that  ibey  have 


Maeed  to  operate.  [  kaow,  indeed,  of  go  bais 
svideoce  than  thii,  which  the  negatircciuiuia 
if  the  case  admit*,  or  hew  the  tioe-iiiiiacci 
in  edict  can  be  proved,  except  by  tlit  prasilfi. 
lion  of  ii*  repeal  and  it*  saMeqnest  aee^iM- 
ion. 

Our  attention  here  i*  nowianieduwtrdiEBf- 
land  asd  the  United  State*,  Tb«  pcfCnuet 
of  one 'Of  (be  condition*  on  whicb  tbsreinuM 
of  the  decree*  wa*  predicated,  and  wbichaa- 
sential  to  r*i>der  it  peimaDent,is  iniiodin- 

Cvted ;  and  it  i*  devoutly  lo  bt  m'uhti  itaiEi;- 
nd,  by  evincing  the  ainceiity  of  liRfanK|n' 
fesiioo*,  may  save  tha  United  StftafmDibfK' 
ceisjty  of  retorting  to  the  measarei  whkbeidt 
lively  depend  on  Qiem. 

i  need  nol  snggest  to  yon  tbe  inpDnuettl 
IransmittlDg  bit  her,  as  early  at  ponibic;  iit  u- 
formatioB  of  a  decided  cbaraeterwkickfoaBar 
~  naaes*  relative  to  thia  aabject,  u  n  iapuidtt 
already  betrayed  here  to  learn  ibs'-omttik 
other  of  tha  condition*  ha*  been  petTotML 
1  am,  sir,  with  great  rcspeei,  A«. 

JON.  ROSSSU. 
-Hi*  Exc'y  Wm.  Pinkhet,  Esq. 

Jonathan  Rosaell,  Eiq.,  Cbugi  d'Afiunoflktu- 
ted  States  st  Pari*,  to  Hi.  SulL 

Paris,  i^Mte- II.  im      . 
On   the   ereuine  of  tbe  M  iwm  I 
learned  that  the  fiasex  frigBiebsdutiioliiI'Vr- 

Ihe  4ih,sad  bad  been  pat  iit^nn<-  ' 
amine  for  Gve  days  for  the  want  ofibiiii/^ 
during  whicb  lime  the  meueoget  iiui<'l°"* 
conte  on  ahorc.  At  the  nme  limt  l^'''*' 
ived  this  inielliffeoce,  I  wa*  liio  inluned  M  < 
brig  New  Orle an*  Packet  wisseiiediiBonlngi, 
UDder  Ibe  Berlin  aod  Milan  decrict,bri'ediiK' 
lor  of  tbe  customs  at  that  place.  Tb'  """j"* 
neous  occurreaee  of  theie  two  eveau  '°™'/' 
my  opinion^  a  crisis  whicb  required ip*^P'"' 
cisioo  of  Ihia  (3overnaieDi.  Under  i'" '"K? 
sion,  limmediBlely  addressed  to  ib«Du"°''^: 
dure  the  noie  of  which  the  eBclaiediisMpr*>^ 
in  which  I  thought  it  politic  to  ruBomMa  viu 
Irmness  against  the  proceedingt  of  tk«  ditt^ia 
of  the  customs  at  Bordeaux,  and  iot«ieui<|»^' 
ernment  here  at  liberty  lo  disarov  t^'  "'" 
disavowal,  however,  I  am  persutdtdidtpm^C' 
tirely  on  the  nature  of  tbe  despalehri  brwitil  tj 
the  Eiaex.  I  feel,  therefore,  ilie  nieslii'«r  "' 
liety  to  receive  tbem.  In  the  netn  ''"^j^? 
thi*  leitera  chance  of  reaching  TMb/'™" 
about  feaviog  Bordeaux  for  New  lott 

Since  my  last,  the  Haoseaiie  low  "'•  "^ 
annexed  to  ibia  Empire.  ■   u 

I  bare  informed  Mr.  Piokaef  of  t*"^?'. l„ 
e  Essex,  and  suggeated  lohiB  '*«!*?''^ 
that  iba  proclamaiion  of  the  FfejiJMj  »"*'T 
out  by  her  in  order  that  he  migbi,  Hi"  "'^ 
proper,  make  a  final  allempl  tootwn  '.'T 
of  tbe  Order*  in  Council^rhileil«»7"'°Jj 
powerof  the  British  MiniairrlodoilwiiBtr" 

grace.    ^  1»" '^  honor  lojgfc  ^j^gggy.      , 
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Mr.  Rnmll  to  tlu  Uuka  of  CidMe. 

Parib,  Dfcember  10,  1810. 
Sir:  I  have  ihis  momeDi  learDed  that  ihe 
American  bris,  the  New  Orleans  Packet,  lately 
arrived  atBiirataux,  has,  with  her  cargo,  ihe  bona 
fide  property  of  eiiizeos  of  (he  United  Stales,  and 
laden  at  Ihe  port  of  New  Yoik,  been  seized  by 
the  director  of  [he  customs  under  ihe  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees.  I  hare  also  been  JDformed  that 
this  director  of  the  customs,  not  niisfied  with 
Ihis  hardy  violatioa  of  the  Boletnn  assurances 
given  br  your  Ezoellency  to  General  Armstrong 
na  ihe  Sib  of  August  la&t,  and  confirrned  by  your 
letter  to  him  of  the  7th  of  September,  that  ihete 
decrees  were  revoked,  and  would  ceaae  to  ope- 
rate from  the  1st  of  Noreiaber,  has,  without  re- 
gard to  the  plighted  faith  of  his  QovEnimeni, 
announced  his  iDientioD  of  selling  the  prorisioDs 
ivbich  constituie  a  part  of  the  cargo,  under  the 
pretext  that  they  are  perishable.  The  clear  and 
unequivocal  manner  iu  which  the  rerocatioii  of 
the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  was  aonouuced  by 
your  Excellency,  forbida  me  for  a  moment  to  suo- 
vose  that  the  violent  proceedings  of  this  man  will 
be  aanctioned  by  His  Majesty  ihe  Emperor  and 
King,  or  thai  the  least  delay  will  be  aitowad  in 
placiog  the  property  thus  arrested  at  the  free  dis- 
position Qf  the  rightful  owner,  vho^e  confidence 
atone  inibegood  faith  with  which  it  becomei 


natiom  to  perform  their  engagements  has  brought 
him  to  th«  place  where  lie  is  so  inhospitably 
treated.  ^ 

I  am  persuaded  thai  your  EiL-^leDcy  will  Dot, 
on  this  occasion,  atierapt  to  reimad  me  of  the 
conditions  on  which  the  revocation  of  those  de- 
crees was  predicated.  These  conditions  were  w 
the  alternaiive,  and  the  performance  of  either  is 
■nffieienl  to  render  absolute  and  perpetual  that 
revocation.  It  is  of  no  importance  that  the  Brit- 
ish Orders  in  Couocil  have  not  been  withdrawn, 
if  the  United  States,  in  ilae  time,  perform  the 
cooditiun  which  depends  alone  on  them;  and 
what  is  this  condition  7  Why,  to  execute  an  &ct 
«r  Congress  against  the  English,  which,  to  be 
thus  executed,  requires  the  prerious  reroealion 
of  these  very  decrees.  The  letter  of  your  Excel- 
lency, of  the  5lh  of  August,  appears  to  hare  been 
written  with  a  full  knowledge  of  this  requisition 
of  the  lav,  and  manifestly  with  the  intention  to 
comply  with  it,  in  order  that  it  might  Im  compe- 
leot  for  the  President  of  the  UntteJ  Stales  to  ex- 


it will  not  be  pretended  that  the  decrees  hate, 
id  fact  been  revoked  but  that  the  delay  of  the 
United  States  in  performiag  the  condition  pre- 
sented to  them  authorizes  their  refiT&l.  The 
case  of  the  New  Orleans  Packet  is  the  first  which 
has  occurred  since  (he  1st  of  November,  to  which 
the  Berlin  or  Milan  decrees  could  be  applied ; 
and  if  they  be  applied  to  this  ease,  it  will  be  diffi- 
cult for  France  to  show  one  solitary  iustauce  of 
their  having  been  pnctically  rerokea ;  n  (o  delay , 


on  Ihe  part  of  tbe  United  Btatea,  there  baa  been 
none.  No  official  information  of  the  letter  of 
your  Excellency  of  the  3th  of  August  left  France 
for  the  United  States,  owing  to  circumttancfs 
which  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  Qeneial  Arm- 
strong to  control,  until  the  39[h  of  September; 
and  to  this  moment  I  hare  not  learned  that  such 
official  information  has  been  there  received.  I 
might,indeed,lMve  learned  it,  and  been  able  now 
to  bare  communicated  to  your  Excellency  lb* 
measures  on  which  the  President  has  decided  in 
consequence  of  it,  bad  not  the  frigate,  the  Essex, 
desnatched  by  him,  been  put  under  quarantine, 
oD  her  arrival  at  L*Orient,  for  the  want  of  a  hilt 
of  health,  and  the  me»enger  thereby  detained 
since  the  4ih  of  this  month.  I  will  not  undertake 
to  decide  whether  a  bill  of  health  ought,  in  cour- 
tesy, to  be  exacted  of  a  frigate  of  a  friendly  Power 
coming  in  the  trinfer  leamm  from  a  place  not 
known  to  have  been  lately  sfBicted  with  any  ma- 
lignant disease ;  but  surety  the  delay  which  ibia 
exaction  occasioBs  c|nnot  be  imputed  to  a  want 
of  Av€  diligence  on  the  part  or  the  American 
Govern  meat. 

It  is  from  this  view  of  the  subject  that  I  am 
:horeugbly  convinced  that  the  application  of  the 
Berlin  or  Milan  decree,  by  the  director  of  the 
iros  at  Bordeaux,  to  the  New  Orleans  Packet, 
not  be  approved  by  His  Majesty,  but  that 
ipl  aud  efficient  measures  will  be  Uken  to 
«t  a  procedure  which,  if  persisted  in,  tnight 
produce  q  state  of  things  which  it  Is  the  obvious 
inler^t  of  both  nations  to  avoid. 

I  pray  your  Excetleney  to  be  assured  of  my  most 
iisiinguiihed  consi deration. 

JON.  BUSSELL. 
To  the  Duke  or  Cadosb. 

[Raferred  to  in  Mr.  Btuwdl'a  letter  of  Dae.  11,  1810.} 
Chrialopher  MeTar  to  Mr.  Sauth,  8MraUi7  of  Stale. 
UittTBD  States'  Coiudlati, 

Bordeaux,  Dec.  6, 1810. 

SiB :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  Mr. 
Gathalan's  letter  to  me,  received  this  moroiag, 
concerning  the  recapture  of  the  schooner  Grace 
Anne  Greene,of  New  York,  Daniel  Qreeae,  mas- 
ter, who  brought  her  into  the  port  of  Marseilles, 
having  two  British  officers  saa  seven  sailors  on 
board,  and  they  only  being  six  men  aud  two 
boys. 

The  brig  New  Orleans  Packet,  of  New  York 
with  a  cargo  of  provisions  and  three  hundred  bags 
of  cocoa  on  board,  bound  to  the  Mediterranean, 
for  a  market,  went  to  Gibraltar,  and,  after  lying 
there  some  time,  came  to  this  port  where  she  has 
been  sequestered. 

The  schooner  Friendship,  of  and  from  Balii- 

ore,  Captain  Snow,  with  a  cargo  of  coflec  and 
Campeachy,  arrived  five  days  ago  in  this  river. 
Whatever  the  issue  may  be  of  these  two  vessels, 
I  shall  have  the  honor  to  iDform  you  of  it. 

I  remain,  very  respectfullr.  "*•  ^c. 

CHRISTOPHER  MEYER. 

To  tl)e  Secsrtuit  or  State,  U.  S. 
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JUai^ttt  wtik  Prtmet. 


[B«tei»dh»iiiMr.BitM*U'*UlUr«fDM.lL,  laia] 
X^briMoplm  Hbjct  to  Mr.  Smith,  SeeivUrj  of  Stata.  , 
United  Statei'  ConeoLATG, 
Bordeaux,  Deexmbtr  14, 1810. 

Sir  :  Annezed  is  a  triplicaie  of  my  tespectt  to 
you  of  ihe  6ih  inilaDt ;  the  brig  Osmin  and  llie 
tbip  Conimodare  Radgen,  by  which  i^e  original 
ana  duplicaie  went,  hivias  not  got  to  tea  yei. 

The  W  New  OrlfaoR  Packet,  of  New  York, 
C«pUiii  Harris,  men (ioned  in  my  former  letter, 
haa  since  been  leized  by  the  collector,  and  bei 
carffo  has  been  put  in  the  imperial  cUEiDm-hooK. 

The  Bcboooer  Friendship,  of  and  from  Balti- 
more, Captain  Snov,  has  been  leqlieilerej. 

Thli  is  accompanied  with  an  account  of  uui- 
dry  advances  made  for  the  reli^fofdiiireued  sea- 
men, for  (his  port  and  th,e  port  of  Bayonne,  With 
twenty-two  rouchen,  amounting  to  4,934  franu 
20  centimei,aad  for  which  I  ba*e  drawn  on  Jon- 
Bihan  Ruuell,  Esq^  oai  Chargi  d'Affaitaa  at 
Parii. 


men  on  board,  and  for  whom  Ihare  paid  no  pas- 
sage money,  nor  bare  I  laid  in  provision  for 
ibem. 

The  ship  Commodore  Rodger^.  Captain  Sha- 
ler,/rom  £tayonae,bDuodioNew  York,  will  cany 
home  from  nRy  to  sixty  seamen  in  diitreai,  and 
for  whom  I  abaU  have  the  honor  to  transmit  you 
a  lilt  and  ftn  account  by  my.  next. 

Th«  daiy  on  cocoa  has  been  reduced  from  S 
francs  50  centimes  to  2  franc*  75  cenlimea  per 

The  Eaiex  frigata  is  arrived  at  L'Orient  from 
the  United  States. 

This  ia  accompanied  by  a  file  of  newspapers, 
and  which  I  ahall  have  tbe  honor  to  continue  » 
aend  wbonerer  oppwtunitie*  ofiar. 

I  have  (he  honor  to  be,  ^. 

Christopher  mhyer. 

.  RoBBST  Bmitb,  Esq.,  Sec^ry  of  State. 

CIRCULAR. 

TRuaDRT  Defartxsht, 

NdKwiber  2, 1810. 

Sir:  You  will  herewith  receive  a  copy  o£  the 
proclamation  of  (he  President  of  the  United  Sta  tea, 
acnounciog  the  revocation  of  the  edicis  of  France, 
which  violaled  the  neutral  commerce  of  ibe  Uni- 
tad  Siatea,  and  thai  the  restrictions,  imposed  by 
the  aci  of  1st  May  last,  acoordingly  cease  from 
ihii  day  in  relation  to  Prance.  French  armed 
tessels  may,  therefore,  be  admitted  into  the  har^ 
bors  and  water*  of  the  United  States,  anything 
in  that  law  to  l1ie  contrary  noiwithstandiag. 

It  bIm  folloTs  that,  if  Qreat  Britain  shall  not, 
DD  the  2d  of  February  nexi,  hare  revoked  or 
modiStd  in  tike  manner  her  edicts  violating  the 
neutral  commerce  of  the  United  Stales,  the  third, 
foarth,' flfib,  sixth,  seventh,  eighth,  ninth,  tenth, 
and  eighteenth  sections  of  the  ''  Act  to  interdict 
the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  Qreat  Britain  and  France,  and  their 
depcndancits,  and  for  othir  purposes,"  shall,  in 


Mnfonniiy  with  the  Mt  fifst  abOffBtwiMtlk 
revived  and  have  fall  force  tail  dha,  Kk 
as  relates  to  Orcat  Bcitaia  and  hec  depeoducin 
from  and  af^er  the  said  2d  day  of  Febiiurf  am. 
Unleaa,  therefore,  yon  shall  before  thiidirbtiA- 
cially  notified  by  tbii  depariment  of  mcIi    ~ 


said  day,  carry  into  effect 

*ectiODs,  which  prohibit  both  (he  tntnanol'Bnt- 
ish  vessels  of  every  deacriplioo  ialo  tlit  buton 
and  waters  of  the  United  Slates,  and  ilit  iafn- 
tton  into  tha  United  Siates'of  sar  uiiiiBik 
growth,  produce,  or  manuraciureafiliedoniium, 
eolonit.*,  and  dependencies  of  Grni  BiiuiLui 
of  any;  aniclea  whatever  broagbi  fioni  iutH    ' 
dominions,  colonies,  Ksd  dependeneia. 
I  am,  respeciTuHy,  sir,  your  obedieni  MniK     i 
The  C0L1.KCTOR  iiftie  Kdria  qf — . 

Bythe  Prendent  of  the  IWeni  SbMefima. 
A  PnocLixiTcoa. 
Whereas,  by  the  fourth  secuon  litktiii 
Congress,  passed  on  the  1*i  day  of  Mij,  19111  >*- 
titled  "An  act  concerning  the  eamiDutii/u'^' 
course  between  the  United  States  aal  Grsi  Bn- 
tain  and  France,  and  their  deBeadeicia,u'w 
otherparpose*."itis  provided^thsijiatwiiiio 
CTreat  Britain  or  France  shall,  befnrt  ike  3d  U) 
of  March  oexE,  so  revoke  or  nodiff  bflt'«»'> 
thai  they  shall  cease  to  violate  ibi  nninlc*' 
merceof.tbe  Uoited  Slates,  wiiich  fiUiiKP't- 
sident  ofibe  United  Stales  shall  ileeliRil!"^ 
lamiiion;  and  if  the  other  natiDnikilIw,<n^- 
in  three  monihs  thereafter,  so  tewkt"  o"''! 
her  edicts,  in  like  manner,  thta  the  ibinl,wU|| 
fifth,  sixih  seventh,  eighth,  oiath,  uai.  w 
eighteenth  sections  of  the  act  eoiiilMl  'At  u'" 
interdict  the  commercial  iotePcoufKbdiW' 
United  States  and  Great  Britain  »ti?n^ 
their  depeodeocies,  and  for  oiier  piipWi  ""^ 
from  and  after  the  expiration  of  tiuw  wj"" 
ftom  the  dale  of  the  proclanation  »/oi«*" 
revived  and  have  full  fotee  and  efei.""'" 
KUtea  10  the  dominions,  coloaies,  ui  i'f'» 
cies,  and  to  the  articles'  the  ffrowii,  pf<"*S" 
manufacture  of  the  dominiaas,c«Ios>^*'"'^ 
pendencies  of  the  nation  thus  refoangM  »<"'' 
ing  to  revoke  or  modify  her  edicn '« '^»*',f 
aforesaid.  And  the  restrictiow  iiiip<*«  "T  !°7 
act  shaU,  from  ihe  dale  of  sMk  proeltMU* 
cease  and  be  disconliooed  in  rdsiios  10 1*"" 
lion  revoking  or  modifying  li«  dte"""" 

And  wherks  it'bas  beenoffi(i»llrw*5^ 
to  this  Government,  that  the  "ii^^,^,^ 
latinglhejieulral  commerce  of  ilieir'"^»u«» 

bave%eenso  revoked  as  w<!<««  "''^^^ 
on  the  1st  of  the  present  monlb:  IJ'i  ^^,^ 
I,  James  MadiM.0,  President  of  tb(D«"«JSu^ 

do  hereby  proclaim  that  the  5ii<'<*«"°','r5: 
have  been  so  revoked  as  thai  HW  '**^J;^ 
said  1st  day  of  the.  present  nwoiii  W  ^'*"v^ 
neutral  commerce  of  the  United  8i»toi  ^^^ 
from  the  date  of  these  presenB,*U  it*  le^ 
imposed  by  the  aAireaaid  ac(  sliU  «•"  " 
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dUeontioiwd  ia  relaiioo  lo  FniDM  and  tbeir  de- 
pen  deoeiM. 

In  teBiimoDjr  whereof  I  hare  caused  ibe  leftl  of 
the  United  Sutes  to  be  bercaoio  affixed,  aod 
signed  Ihe  eamt)  with  my  band,  at  tbe  Ciiy  of 
WashiagtoD,  thii  wcoad  day  of  NoTcmber,  in 
the  year  of  out  Lord  ooe  ilwuifod  eighc  buadred 
and  i«a,  aod  of  tbe  iadepeiMleiee  of  tbe  UoUed 
SiBies  the  thirty-fifth. 

.     JAU£S  MADISON. 

Bv  thePreudent: 
R.  Smith,  Secretarg  ofStatt, 

The  Vie*  Onesn]  «)  Beideaox  to  the  Btattvtj  of 
State. 
United  Statjbs'  ConauLATB, 
BoBDEAux,  December  31, 1810. 
Sir:  I  bad  tbe  honor  of  addretaJDg  jfou  the 
14tb  iDttaDt  bj  thia  opponuoitr,  (the  lebooner 
Alaria  Looin,  Captain  Skiddy,)  aad  1  have  now 
to  encIoM  a  newspaper  of  y^erdajr.  conlaiDiag 
two  letters  from  the  Preoefa  Mioiaier  of  Justice 
lo  the  Prendeot  of  Ihe  Tribanal  of  Pfizea,  aod 
from  tbe  MiaMiei  of  ViattaM  to  the  CoUeaCor 
General  of  all  iha  onionas  in  France,  concemiog 
AaeciiCAftiHLrtgaiion.  1  have  ibe  honor  to  be,  &c. 
CH.MBYRR, 
Via  Qmal  oftlie  Uniitd  StaUa. 

[Beferred  to  in  the  precedbg  teller  of  Mr.  Mayer.] 
PiMis,  Decemher  86, 1810. 
Oopj   of  a  letter  from  Hit   Eicetlency   the  Grand 

Judge,   Miniiter  of  J<wtice,  to  the  Counwlloi  of 

State,  FTCddent  of  dte  CooncU  of  Priiei. 

Pahis,  December  2^  1310. 

Mr.  pBBBiDBNT :  The  Mioisier  of  Foreign  Re- 
laiiona,  by  order  of  Hia  Maje^jr  tbe  Emperor 
and  Kingi  addieased  on  the  5th  of  August  last  to 
the  Plenipoieatiaf  y  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica anote  coDlaioing  tbe  followiog  words: 

"I  am  autbortzed  to  declare  to  you  that  the 
decree*  of  Berlin  and  Milan  are  revoked,  and 
that  after  the  1st  of  November  they  "ill  cease  to 
have  eSect  jit  being  well  understood  that,  in  coa- 
(equencB  of  tbia  declaration,  the  Bnglish  will 
-revoke  theii  Orders  in  Council  and ''  ~ 


new  priDoiplcs  of  bTockade  which  they  wished  to 
estabfiah;  or  ihat  the  United  States,  in  conformity 
to  the  Mt  yon  have  just  eommunieated,  will 
came  their  rigbia  to  be  respected  by  tbe  Eug-, 
lish." 

In  coaseiiiicnca  of  the  comma nicaii on  of  ihia 
note,  tbe  President  of  tbe  United  Stales  issued, 
on  tbe  2d  of  November,  a  proelamalioa  to  an- 
nooneetbe  revocation  of  the  decrees  of  Berlin 
and  Milan,  and  declared  that,,  in  consequence 
thereof^  all  the  resiiictioiur  imposed  by  the  act  of 
tbe  lit  of  May  must  cease  with  respect  to  France 
and  her  dependeikcies.  Do  tbe  same  day  the 
TreafUry  Department  addressed  a  circular  to  all 
ibe  coUectort  of  tbe  cuiiom)  of  ibe  United  Stales, 


sets;  prescribes  to  them  to  apply,  after  tbe  2d  of 
Fet»uary  next,  lo, English  veweU  of  ^very  de- 
llthCoir.  SdSxu.— 40 


seription,  and  to  prodtKiioos  arising  tnm  the 
soil  and  industiy  of  the  commerce  of  Encland 
aod  ber  depeudeneieti,  tbe  law  which  prcaibjls 
■II  commercial  relations,  if  at  that  period  Ibe  re- 
vocation of  the  Enalish  Orders  in  Conncil,  and 
of  all  tbe  acts  violating  tbe  neutrality  of  tbe 
United  States,  should  not  be  announced  I^  tbe 
Treasury  Department. 

In  connequence  of  thia  engagement,  entered 
into  by  the  Ooverument  of  the  United  States,  to 
cause  ibeir  rights  to  be  respected,  His  Majesty 
ocden  that  all  tbe  cansea  that  may  .be  pending  in 
the  Coaacil  of  Frizes  of  captures  of  American 
vowels,  made  after  tbe  Isi  of  November,  ana 
thoae  ihet  may  in  future  be  brought  before  iL 
shall  not  be  iaiaed  according  to  tbe  principles  of 
the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan,  but  that  they 
.shall  remain  suspended;  the  vessels  captured  nr 
seized  to  remain  only  in  a  stale  of  sequestration , 
aod  the  rigblBBfthe  proprieiors  being  reserved 
for  them  until  the  2i  of  February  next,  the 
period  at  which  ihe  Uoited  Stales  having  ful- 
filled Ibe  aogagemeni  to  cause  their  rights  lo  ba 
respected,  the  said  caplitrea  shall  be  declared  noil 
by  the  Council,  and  the  Amer fcata  vessels  resiomil, 
lonther  with  their  cargoes,  to  their  proprietors. 

Receive,  Mr.  President,  tbe  new  awnruioea  of 
my  most  djsiingoished  const  deration. 

THB  nUKB  OF  MASSiA. 


Ciwj  of  a  letter  Ihtm  tbe  Minister  of  Fhtsnee  to  the 

Count  of  8usay,  Counsellor  of  State,  Diieoloi  Geo- 

er^  of  the  Customs. 

Deceubbb  25, 1910. 

On  the  5th  of  last  August,  the  Minister  of 
Fureign  Relations  wrote  to  Mr.  Armslrong,  Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  that  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  were 
revoked,  and  that  after  tbe  first  of  November 
they  would  cease  to  have  effect;  it  being  welt 
nudersiood  that,  in  consequence  of  this  declara- 
lion,  tbe  English  would  revoke  their  Orders  in 
Council,  and  renounce  the  new  principles  of 
blockade  which  they  wished  to  estaolisb;  or  that 
tbe  United  States,  in  conformity  to  tbe  act  com- 
municated, should  cause  their  rights  to  be  re- 
spected by  [be  English. 

On  the  communication  of  this  note,  Ibe  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  issued,  nn  the  3d  of 
November,  a  procUmation  which  announces  the 
revocation  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  after 
Ist  of  November;  and  which  declares  that,  in 
consequence  thereof,  all  the  restrictions  imposed 
by  the  act  of  tbe  Isi  of  Mar,  1809,  should  cease 
with  respect  lo  France  and  ber  dependencies, 

Tbe  same  day  tbe  Treasary  Department  ad- 
dressed to  the  collectors  of  Ihe  cnsloms  a  circular, 
which  directs  them  to  adroit  into  the  ports  and 
waters  of  the  United  States  armed  French  ves- 
sels, and  enjoins  it  on  them  to  apply,  after  the  2d 
of  February  nexl,  the  law  of  the  Isl  of  May,  1809, 
prohibiting  all  commercial  relation  to  English 
vessels  of  every  description,  as  well  as  to  produc- 
tions of  the  soil,  industry,  or  commerce  of  Eng- 
land and' her  d^ndenciea. 
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His  Majwly  having  aeeOj  in  these  two  pfecea, 
the  enaDciBtioD  of  ibe  lUMsures  which  (he  Ame- 
ricBDs  purpose  taking  on  the  3d  afFebrnarynexi, 
lo  cause  ineir  rights  to  be  respected,  has  ordered 
me  to  inform  you  that  the  Berlin  and  MiUn  de- 


NoTcmber,  or  may  enter  in  future ;  and  ibat  those 
which  have  been  sequestered,  as  being  io  contra- 
trarentioD  of  these  decrees,  must  be  ihe  object  of 
■  special  report. 

On  the  2d  of  February  I  shall  acquaint  y°*> 
with  the  inteDiioDs  of  the  Emperor  wiih  regard 
to  Ibe  definitive  measures  tg  be  taken  for  disiin- 

fuishing  and  faroring  the  American  oaTtgaiion. 
bare  nie  honor  to  salute  you. 
The  Minister  of  Finance, 

THE  DUKE  OF  QAETE. 


SPAIM— PLoaiDA. 

CmnmniitcMed  to  Con^tMi  b^  the .  public  M«astge  of 

DscenbcT  S,  1610,  and  the  confidaDtiil  Hawafe  of 

Janaarj^  lail. 

WAaHiNGTOK,  JaKuartf  3,  1811. 
and  Houtt  of 
RqtratnlaUta  of  the  Unilid  Slaltt  ; 

I  communicate  to  Congrew,  in  confidence,  a 
teller  of  the  2d  December  from  Governor  Folch. 
of  West  Florida,  to  the  Secretary  of  State;  anJ 
mooiher  of  the  same  dale,  from  the  same,  to  John 
McEee. 

I  communicate  in  like  manner  a  letter  from 
the  British  Charg£  d'Afiaires  to  ihe  Secretary  of 
Blale,  with  the  answer  of  the  latter.  Although 
the  letter  cannot  have  beep  written  in  conse- 
quence of  any  instructioa  from  the  British  Qov- 
ernmeoi,  founded  on  a  Inte  order  for  taking  pos- 
■essioQ  ofthe  portion  of  West  Florida  well  known 
to  be  claimed  by  the  United  States;  although  no 
communication  baa  ever  been  made  by  that  Qor* 
ernmeot  to  this  of  any  stipulation  with  Spain, 
contemplating  an  interposition  which  migni  so 
materially  aBect  the  Untied  States;  and  although 
no  call  call  hare  been  tnade  hy  Spain  in  the  pres- 
ent instance  for  ih?  fulfilment  of  any  such  sub- 
sisting engageoient,  yet  the  spirit  and  scope  of 
(be  document,  with  the  accredited  source  from 
wbich  it  proceeds,  required  that  it  should  not  be 
withheld  from  the  confiderat'on  of  Congress. 

Taking  into  view  the  tenor  of  ihe^e  several 
commuDicatlons,  (he  posture  of  things  with  which 
iheyare  connected,  (he  intimate  relation  ofthe 
country  adjoining  the  United  Slates  eastward  of 
the  river  Perdido  to  their  security  and  tranquil- 
lity, and  the  peculiar  interest  they  otherwise  have 
in  iU  destiny,  I  recommeud  to  the  cons  id  era  lion 
of  Congress,  the  seasonableneis  of  a  declaration 
that  the  United  States  could  not  see,  without  seri- 
ous inquietude,  any  part  of  a  neighboring  (errilo- 
ry,  in  which  they  hare  in  different  respects  so 
deep  and  so  just  a  concern,  pan  from  the  bands 
of  Spain  into  (fame  of  any  other  foreign  power. 


Irecommend  to  tbeir eoDiidentiomk- . 
pediency  of  authoriziog  (he  Kietnui!: 
lemparary  possession  of  any  part  or  |i- 
said  territory,  in  pursuance  of  una- 
which  may  be  desired  by  iheSpiBidiL-. 
and  for  making  proviaioo  for  thtgwEK 
ihe  same  during  sueb  posseuion. 

The  visdofn  of  Congress  will,iltktH:2 
determine  how  far  it  may  benprdin:' 
for  the  erentof  s  subrersionoi  ihiS^. 
thorities  within  the  lerrirorr  inqnntic;.. 
apprehended  occapaiicy  thereof  bftir:: 
eiga  Power. 

3AMB8  imy 


Extract  of  ■  letter  from  Governvr  floJBd  ili 

■iuipiii  Territory,  to  the  Sectetaiy  lOaii 

OCTOMll.'. 

The  enclosed  letter  I  hare  btaitf^-- 

(EnchMediB  Got.  HcOma'alattaof  Octk' ' 
The  Pro«[d«Dt  oT  the  Conrentian  «f  imi; 
e«ci«tat7  oTSlBla. 
BiTOH  RODCB.  Orfofp:- 

Sib:  The  Convention  of  iheSauc-a 
hare  alreaily  Iransmitipd  an  official  i*^* 
act  of  independence,  ibroDgh  Hi>  iff 
Gorernar  Holmes,  to  Ihe  Pfesideol of*-" 
States,  accompanied  with  the  eipmict.^ 
hope  and  desire  that  this  Conamooaat'' 
immeiliately  acknowledged  andprotrta'- 
Ooveroment  of  the  United  States-ua''- 
part  of  the  American  Union.  On  a  «'«■' 
teresiingto  the  community  represtDifJ  >  ■ 

necessary  that  we  should  haTelLdW"" 


Buppor(,  should  i(  be  refused  10  us  bril<«^ 
which  we  have  considered  as  wrpawf" 
We  therefore  make  this  direct  •pp*'^ 
you  to  Ihe  Presldeol  and  QeDM»IGo"<;^ 
the  American  States,  tb  solteit  '*«"'^ 
protection  to  which  we  consider  n'™"'^ 
lied;  and,  lo  obtain  a  speedy  and  fiiio*-, 
sion,  we  offer  the  following  a>aaiet<^r. 
The  Government  ofthe  DniifdStwJ 
insiruciions  lo  the  Etivoys  Eiirao'"^  .^ 
in  March  1806,  authorized  ibe  )»™«*' ,. 
Florida,  directing  them  at  lb*  siiM  i'*  .( 
gage  France  to  Entercede  wrib  "" /^^  , 
Spain  to  relinquish  any  claim  W  *  ;^ \. 
which  now  forms  this  Com  moo  wb*:.^ 
all  diplomatic  correspondence  "'^/^.^ 
Ministers  abroad,  the  Gorernm(iil«»^, 
States  hare  spoketi  of  West  Plof'^'^Si' 
the  Louisiana  cession.  They  •"•"  '^c 
ihe  country  as  a  pari  of  theij  "*'." ^ 
hare  deferred  to  take  possesion  dit- '  ^ 
lion  that  Spain  might  be  initueM  "  ''^'j^ 
her  claim  by  amicable  '"ep''^"'^»r 
American  Qorernment  has  «''«"f '"^ 
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JMaCtOTif  wtM  Spain: 


etedit  ■BT  Minister  from  ihe  BptKish  Junta, 


e  Bov«r«ifoity,  thin  ihi 
DOW  calW  ibe  Regeaor  of  Spaio.  Tberrfore,  the 
United  States,  canoot  bat  regard  bd;  force  or 
suifaority  emaDaiiog  from  Iheoi,  withan  iDt«D- 
tiun  to  iDbjugatt  Us,  as  ibey  would  aa  id? asioD  or 
iheir  territory  by  a  fodreiga  eBeray.  4lh,  The 
Empeior  or  Franc*  tia«  ioviied  Spanish  Ameri- 
CADE  to  declare  their  iodepend«Dceraihei  thaate- 
main  in  tubjectioa  to  the  old  Spaniah  Ooretn- 
ment :  ihetefore,  aoacbnowledgoMntaf  oor  inde- 
peodeDce  by  theUoiudStatea,  could  not  becom- 
plainod  of  by  France,  or  involTe  (he  AraeticaD 
Qavernmeat  in  «oy  coDleU  wiih  that  Power. 
5th,  Neiibet  can  it  afibrd  uy  jutt  cause  of  com- 
plaint to  Oieat  Britain,  although  aiie  be  the  ally 
of  Spain,  that  the  United  Slalet  should  acknowl- 
edge and  nippari  our  iadep^odeaee,  as  this  mea- 
sure 'wu  necesaary  (o  Mve  the  couDlry  from  fall- 
ing into  (be  hamia  of  tbe  French  eiilet  from  the 
iainnd  of  Cuba,  and  olber  partisan*  of  Bonaparte, 
\rbo  are  iJte  eternal  eoemirs  of  Great  Brjlain. 

Should  the  United  Slat**  he  iDduoed  bv  lhe*e, 
or  any  other  coiui derations,  to  acknowledge  otit 
claim  to  their  proteciion  aa  aa  intesral  part  of 
their  territory,  oi  otherwise,  we  feel  it  our  duly 
to  claiEQ,  for  our  eonstitueDt*,  <n  inmediata  ad- 
HioD  into  the  Uoioa  at  an  iodrpendent  Stale. 
as  a  Territory  of  the  United  Staien,  with  per- 
mission to  etitabfiah  onr  own  form  of  OoTernmeat, 
or  to  be  united  with  one  of  the  DeighbariDg  Terri- 
toriesj,  at  a  part  of  one  of  them,  in  such  manoet 
OS  to  form  B  Slate.  Should  it  be  ihouabt  proper 
lo  annex  Us  to  one  of  the  neighboring  Territofieg, 
or  a  part  of  ooe  of  ihem,  the  iahabiiaDis  of  this 
Contmonwealth  would  prefer  being  annezed  to 
the  island  of  Orleans ;  and  io  the  meanwhile,  us- 
til  a  Suite  Goreroment  should  be  established,  that 
ihey  should  be  governed  by  the  ordioauce*  alrea- 
dy enacted  by  this  ConTeuiioii,aod  by  their  fur- 
ther reguUtiou  hereaiter. 

The  claim  which  we  have  to  the  aoil  or  gnlo- 
eaied  land*  within  this  Co  np  moo  wealth  will  not, 
it  is  preaumed,  be  contested  by  the  United  Stales, 
a*  tbey  hare  ueitljr  aeqaieseed  io  the  claim  ctf 
Franca  or  Spain  for  *eren  yeara,  and  the  rettric- 
tioDB  of  the  sereral  embargo  aud  Bon-inieteourse 
law*  might  fairly  be  eonsimed,  if  not  aa  a  telio- 
quishmeotof  their  claim,  yet  aileastsuffieient  td 
eatitle  the  people  of  this  Commoswealth  (who 
hare  wrested  tbe  Oorernment  and  country  from 
Spain  at  the  risk  of  their  lives  and  forianes)  to 
all  the  uolooated  lands.  It  will  strihe  (ho  Ame- 
rican Oovernment  (ha(  the  moneys  .ariaiog  from 
thesalet  of  these  lands,  applied  as  they  wiTi  be  (o 
improving  tbe  internal  conmuDicatiODs  of  the 
country,  opening  eanals,  AiC.  will,  in  fact,  be  add- 
log  to  the  prosperity  and  strength  of  the  Federal 
Union.  To  fulfil  with  good  faith  our  promise*  and 
enngemeats  to  the  iahabitaDtB  of  this  country,  it 
will  be  Dur  duty  to  atipnlaie  fpr  bd  unqualifieil 

Sitdon  for  all  deserters  now  residing  withip  this 
ommonwealtb,  together  with  an  exemption  from 
farther  setvice  in  ifie  army  or  nary  of  the  United 


A  loan  ortlOO,000  is  solicited  of  the  Amerieaa 
Qoreroraent,  to  be  reimbursed  at  three,  six,  and 
nine  yean,  from  the  sales  of  public  lands.  Thia 
loan  may  be  made  bj  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury immediately,  without  committing  the  Gor- 
ernment,  or  making  it  koowo  to  foreign  Minister* 
at  Washington. 

la  order  taat.to  embarraas  the  Cabinet  of  the 
United  Statea,  and  to  receire  first  through  their 
own  cDa^deutial  a^aU  their  wishes  and  views 
with  respect  to  ut,  U  is  deemed  pradent  to  defer 
ike  departure  of  oar  Bavoy  already  named,  who 
will  be  despatched  immediately  on  receiving  in- 
foriaaiioa  thai  such  a  measure  will  meet  the  ap- 
probation of  the  United  States. 

We  pray  y«a  t*  accept  the  anurances  of  oor 
respect  and  high  coos ide ration. 

By  order  of  the  ConTentlon ; 

JOHN  RHBA,  PrtMent. 

To  the  Honorable  Robert  Suits,  Seer^arf 
(^StaUJor  the  Untied  Statu. 


The  ConTcntion  of  Florida  to   Hli  Excellency   the 
Goisraar  of  ihe  Missiuippi  Tenitoiy. 
Baton  Rodoe,  Smteaber  26, 1810. 

Sta :  We,  the  delegates  of  the  people  of  thia 
State,  have  the  boaot  to  enclose (o  you  en  oScial 
copy  of  their  act  of  independence,  requesting  that 
it  tuav  be  forthwith  transmitted  by  you  to  tb« 
Presideot  of  the  United  Staie^  with  the  espres- 
aioa  of  their  most  coofideDi  and  aideat  hope  that 
it  may  accord  with  the  policy  of  the  Qoverumentx 
as  it  does  with  the  safety  and  happioesi  of  the 
people  of  the  United  Butea,  to  take  the  present 
Government  and  people  of  this  State  under  their 
immEdJate  and  special  protection,  aa  an  integral 
and  inalieDobte  portion  of  the  United  State*. 

The  Convention  and  theii  coostiiueuu  of  Flo- 
rida rest  in  the  firm  persuasion  that  the  blood 
which  flows  in  (heir  veins  will  remiod  the  QoV- 
ernment  snd  the  people  of  the  United  Stales,  that 
ihey  are  iheir  children  ;  that  they  have  been  as- 
knowledged  as  such  by  the  most  solemn  acts  of 
the  Con^esa  of  the  United  Stales  ;  and  that,  so 
long  as  mdepeadeoce  and  (he  rights  of  man  shall 
be  maiauitied  and  cherished  by  the  American 
Union,  the  good  people  of  this  State  eannoc,  or 
will  not,  be  abandoned  or  exposed  to  the  invasion, 
violence,  or  force  of  an;  foreign  or  domestic  foe. 

The  Convention  beg  you  to  receire  far  your- 
self, air,  aikd  to  assure  the  President  of  their  high 
respect  and  coasideiatioD. 

Bv  order  of  the  Convention  ; 

JOHN  RHKA,  Fruidtat. 

[Trinsmitled  with  Ihe  letter  of  Governor  Holmea  to 

tbe  Beeretary  of  State,  of  October  17,  IBIO.] 
Bv  the  Repraentativa  of  the  peopU  of  Wat  Flo- 
rida, in  Contention  auembled: 

A  DtOLAHiTIIJN. 

It  is  known  to  the  world  with  how  mach  SdeN 
iiy  Ihe  good  people  of  this  Territory  hare  profeaj- 
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ti  tMi  aOamtuTtti  Kltflgiucc  to  theh.irgitilDite 
SorereigD,  while  any  hope  reniaiiied  of  meiring 
from  hioi  ptotsction  fbr'lhcir  propeny  and  lirei. 
Wiibbut  tDBkin^  my  nnneeesMry  iBnoTmlion  in 
the  e>tabli>h«d  prmciplet  of  the  Oaveronent,  ire 
kad  voluntarily  adypud  ceriain  regulmtloTis,  in 
Goneeil  with  our  First  MaK'^Crate,  for  Ihenprvsa 


keretofore  protecied  at.  This  eonipaci,  whieb 
vaa  eolerea  into  viih  good  faith  od  obt  ptn,  will 
forever  lemain  to  honontble  leMJmony  of  oar  up- 
rigbt  ioteDlioni  and  inviolable  fiddiiy  to  oar  Kiag 
and  parent  eovstry,  while  so  much  as  a  ebadow 
of  legitimale  authorily  remained  to  be  eiereiMd 
orei  UE.  We  *ooght  only  a  speedy  remedy  for 
■iich  evils  as  seemed  1o  endaoget  odt  existence 
and  prosperity,  and  were  eDconraged  by  our  Qov- 
ernor  with  solcnin  promAee  of  aMisIaoce  and  co- 
•ptnrtiod.  But  those  mekswes  which  were  in- 
tended for  our  preKTvalleu  be  bas  endeaVMed  to 
pervert  1  utc  an  eDg[ioe  «f  dealruetion,  by  eoDoar- 
a^ng,  in  the  most  perSdioiu  maanw,  the  viola- 
tion of  oidioaBcei  aanciiooed  and  ntabliabed  by 
himself  at  ibe  taw  of  the  laud. 

BeiDf  ihus  left  withoni  any  hApe  of  protection 
from  the  mother  coBntry,  betrayed  by  a  Magis- 
trate whose  dnty  k  was  to  bave  provided  for  the 
nfeiy  aitd  tratiqDilliir  6f  the  people  and  Oovem- 
■aeiM  eoflamitied  to  his  charge,  and  exposed  to  all 
the  evils  of  a  state  of  anarchy,  which  we  have  so 
long  endeavored  to  evert,  it  becomes  our  duty  to 
provide  for  oar  own  security,  em  a  free  and  inde- 
MBdent  Stale,  flbaolved  from  all  all^iance  to  t 
Government  whrcli  no  longer  protects  or. 

We,  therefoM,  the  Represemaiives  aforesaid, 
appealing  to  the  Sa'preme  Rnler  of  the  world  for 
l£e  rectitude  of  our  ioteniions.  do  solemnly  pub- 
lish and  declare  the  tererB)  districts  composing 
this  Territory  of  West  Florida  to  be  a  frtt  ai^ 
iudependefa  Stale  ;  and  that  they  bare  a  right  ic 
instituie.  for  ihemselvvs,  tucb  form  of  Qovern- 
BMittas  they  ma;  think  conducive  to iheir  safety 
and  happinen;  to  form  treaties;  to  establish 
merce ;  to  provide  for  their  common  defence 
to  do  all  acts  which  may,  of  H^fai,  be  done  by  a 
•overeign  and  independent  nation;  at  the  same 
lime  declaring  alt  acts,  within  ihe  said  Territory 
«f  West  Florida,  after  this  date,  by  any  tribooal 
or  anthoritiea  not  deriving  their  powers  from  the 
people,  agreeably  to  ilie  provisions  established  by 
this  Convention,  to  be  null  and  void  ;  and  calling 
npon  all  foreign  nations  -to  respect  this  onr  decla- 
niion,  acknowledging  our  indepefidence,  and  giv- 
ing OS  such  aid  bk  mar  be  consistent  with  (he 
laws  and  usages  of  nations. 

This  Declarsiion,  made  in  CoHTeniion,  at  the 
town  of  Baton  Roug«,  on  the  twenty-sixth'  day  of 
Beptcmber,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thooaand 
eignt  hundred  and  ten,  we,  the  ReprcM 
in  ihe  name  aforesaid,  and  on  behalf  of 


By  order  of  the  Convention 

JOHN  RHEA,  PT€*t. 
ANDREW  8TE£LB,  atdry. 


TkeBMMtuy  of  gt<t»teO— asiQhi 

DBPASTaevT  oe  Srin. 

OtiahttT  ■ 

Six:  Ptotn  ifafe  eocloaed  prodaignn 

Presideat  of  the  United  Stales,  ywi  ■wirr 

hit  determination  to  take  p 


have  ooDiirafned  hwo  to  resort  lo  tto  rr 
measnre,  and  bis  direetioD  that  yon.  n^ 
of  the  OHwraa  TerritoiT,  aWleiwwa. 
Of  this  pi«elamatioii,  opon  yi«r  atmiP 
chei,  you  will,  wivhoo*  aehiy,  eaweuilfr 
■smany  copies,  in  the  Htigli*, FreiKk«> 
ish  lnn*uBgt«,  as  may  be  deemed  awer 
yon  wSlcanse  the-  sanM  to  beeiierat*- 
lated  IhroiMhoMt  tbe-  aairf  Temiary. 

Yon  wiirimmedi«triy  proceed,  bftttw 
aitdbent(fl«e.lotbe  town  of  Wtsfciv^r-- 
Missiisimi  'ferritofy.  From  t»*  Sk» 
War  TOO  'rill  receive  wn  order  tottefc* 
manding  theseveml  froniiev  poeuwr;- 
such  assistaace  in  pa»ii»g'  (he  wtWeaaB. 
desceBding  the  Weatero  waters,  uwa" 
qnire;  and,  as  atspateh  *a  very  dfw^« 
BDtfaorized,  in  ease  yowr  horses  ihoJi:?* 
care  other*  at  the  p«bli«  etpense.  ^t% 
made,  at  Wasbinjztoa,  the  BeeeMaryew" 
with  Governor  Holme*  and  with  tk(» 
inr  officer  of  Ihe  regular  trrops,  yoo  *« 
delay,  proceed  into  the  aaW  TerritajM' 
tua  of  the  Presideat'a  proehmatios.  bW", 
(ion  of  the  Mine,  in  the  name  aodiiw- 
the  United  Biatea.  ._ilj-, 

As  the  disiriet,  the  possession  of  wtWF 
directed  to  take,  is  to  be  cilns«detediiii»Mr 
of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  yoB  will, «"«; 
pOMessioo,  toae  no  time  in  proeeediai  J"^ 
the  militiB  j  to  pfe«riho  the  h9«tfi  «?^, 
to  establish  parish  courts ;  anA  Butr "_ 
whatever  yonr  Iml  poweta  ■PI**»f  "JT 
will  warrant,  and  may  be  calcoIstrfB'^ 
order;  to  secure  to  the  iobabitaau  i>«F^ 
aoioyment  of  their  liberty,  pf"P«'V''"zL, 
and  to  place  them,  aa  <ar  as  onr  «■ "  "L 
footing  with  the  inhabitants  of  iheotwws- 
oader  yoar  awhority.  As  hr  *»^r, 
may  be  inadeqtnte  to  these  aa*  oUw  (« 
qnisile  object*  the  Legisiainre  of  Wn"  " 
It  is  anderttood  will  soon  be  io  '"^'^ 
as  opportnniiy  of  making  fort  her  pn™^^ 
them,  more  espeeially  for  ginag,  Bf"'- 
tnhabiwBis  of  the  said  TerritotMjw  , 
tbe  representation  in  the  Qeoertl  w* 
beinf  deatrtble  that  the  ioterval  of  iwj* 
should  not  be  prolonged  beyond  ilie«^^ 
necessity  of  the  ease.  ^^  , 

•  If,  contrary  to  expeelalwB,  W*  ,S^a* 
this  Territory  on  the  part  of  im  l"^«A 
shonld  be  opposed  by  lorce,  lbs  eopTTr, 
eer  of  the  regular  troops  on  ti*  ""J*^*. 
hare  orders  from  Ihe  Seereiarr  ti  »»•  , 
yofl,  upon  yoov  application,  ■^e,'*'''^!-*' 
shoDid  an  additional  force  *«  **S^iZt»^ 
yoD  will  draw  from  the  Oiiesw  Tw*^>i 
Qovernor  Holmes  from  the  Mu»»ff" 
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mjliiia  ia  raeh  Dambcrs  and  in  sucb  proportions 
from  your  reipcctW e  territories,  aa  yon  and  Qot- 
•Toor  HoIbim  may  deera  prop«r.  Bhonld,  how- 
crcr,  any  pariicalar  place,  nowcTer  small,  remain 
in  poaaenioQ  of  a  Spanish  force,  you  will  aol  pro- 
«aed  to  enayloy  force  against  it,  but  yon  will  maka 
immediata  report  IhareoF  to  tbii  DepartmeDi. 

Yoa  will  arail'  yourself  of  the  first  bvorable 
' oppoFtaoitiei  tbat  Inay  occur  to  transmit  to  (he 
aeveral.  Qoveraora  of  the  Spanish  proTinoes  in 
tbe  naighborhood  eopiei  of  the  President'!  procU' 
matioii,  with  aeaompanying  letters  of  a  concilia- 
tory teadeney. 

To  defray  aity  reasonable  expendttuTH  vbich 
mayiMeaaMrily  attend  H^  eieealfoo  of  these  in- 
struciioQ^  the  President  authorize*  yoa,  baring 
due  regnrn  to  eeononiy,  to  draw  for  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding, in  any  eveai,  twenty  ibons^nd  dollan. 

From  ihaooafidence  which  the  President  jnstly 
Imb  in  yonr  jadgtUent  and  ditcreiioo,  be  is  per- 
•oaded  ibal,  ta  the  es  sou  I  ion  of  this  trust,  as  del- 
icau  aa  it  is  importaDi,  yonr  deportment  will  be 
lamperate  and  coneitiaiory.  Saeh  a  line  of  con- 
daol. towards  tbe  iobabitanis  is  prescribed  as'well 
bjr  polwr  a*  by  jutiice. 

You  .Witt,  it  is  espeoied,  be  falty  sensible  of  the 
maerjity  du  only  of  commuaicatiag  etery  im- 
poitanl  erent,  that  may  occur  in  the  progress  of 
thia  baaiaasa,  but  of  iransiniltiBs  a  letter,  what- 
ever may  ba  ita  eonienta,  by  e*ery  mail  to  tiiij 
«i(y>    i  Mf  •  the  booor  to  be,  Ac. 

R.  SMITH. 

W.  OsC.  Olaibobnb,  Esq.  Ac. 

(Rebmi  b>  in  ttia  pHoadin|;  ItUai^] 

BythtPrmdmteftht  Vntitd  Slattt  i^  AmtritM.  ' 

A  PHOOI.UIA'nOK. 

Whereaa  ibe  Mmtorr  aouihof  Ike  Mioinippi 
Territory  and  aaatwara  of  the' rircr  Mississippi, 
and  exteodtog  to  the  river  Perdido,  of  which  poa- 
MssioD  was  not-delirered  >o  the  United  States  In 

SnrsuBoee  of  ibe  treaty  ooaeluded  at  Paris  on  tbe 
0th  of  April,  ld03.  ba^  at  alt  timea,  as  is  well 
koown,  been  coosiderea  and  claimpd  by  ittem, 
as  being  within  the  aolany  ot  Louisiana  oonreved 
by  the  said  treaty,  in  ttw-nme  esient  that  it  azi 
in  tbe  huids  of  ^g»i»,  Uld  .  tft^  it  bad  when 
FniDee  originally  possessed  itj 

And  whef«as  tba  acquiescence  of  the  United 
'Staiea  in  tb«  tcMpenry  continuance  of  the  said 
Territory  under  IbeBpanisb  authority  was  not 
the  raanlt  of  any  distrust  of  tbeir  title,  as  has  been 
partienlarly  evinced  by  the  general  tenor  of  thdt 
lawa,  and  by  tbe  distinction  made  in  the  applica- 
tion of  those  laws  belweea  tbat  Territory  and 
forein  countries,  bni  was  occasioned  by  iheit 
oooeiliatory  views,  and  by  a  confidence  in  the 
justice  of  tbeir  cause,  and  in  the  success  of  candid 
diacnsiioB  and  amicable  negotiation  wiib  a  just 
and  friendly  Power; 

And^wbcreas  a  satisfactory  adjaslment,  too 
loag  delayed,  without  the  fanit  of  the  United 
Staiea,  baa  br  some  time  been  entirely  suspeoded 
by  creau  over  which  they  bad  no  contrcd  j  ajid 
whereas  a  arisis  itas  at  length  arrived  subrersirc 
<tf  (ha  order  of  thingB  under  tbe  Spaniah  antbori- 


ticH,  whereb*  a  failure  of  the  United  Staiea  to 

Kke  the  aaia  Territory  into  its  potsetsion  niaf 
ad  to  events  nllimat«y  coniraveojng  tbe  views 
of  both  parties,  whilst,  in  tbe  mean  time,  the 
tranquillity  and  security  of  our  adjoining  Terri- 
tories are  endangered,  and  new  facUities  giren  to 
violators  of  oDr  revenue  and  commercial  laws, 
and  of  those  profaibiiing  the  introdnctioD  of  slaves: 

Considering,  moreover,  that  under  these  pecU' 
liar  and  iroperatire  circnnutaaces,  a  forbearaace 
on  tbe  part  of  tha  United  States  to  occupy  the 
TerritorT  in  question,  and. thereby  guard  against 
the  confusions  and  cootingencies  which  threaten 
it,  m^bt  t>e  construed  into  a  dercliciioit  of  iheir 
title,  or  an  insensibility  to  tbe  importance  of  ibe 
stake ;  Consideripg  tbat  in  the  hands  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  it  will  not  cease  to  be  a  subject  of  fair 
and  friendly  negotiatioQ  and  adinstment:  Coa- 
sideriog,  finally,  tbat  the  acts  of  Congress,  ihougk 
eoniemplatiog  a  present  possession  by  a  foreign 
authority,  have  contemplated  also  an  eventtlal 
possession  of  the  said  Territory  by  ibe  Uaited 
HtBtes,  and  are  accordingly  so  framed  4a,  in  thu 
tmse,  (o  extend  in  tbeir  operation  to  tbe  aame; 
'  Now  be  it  koown,  that  I,  Jameb  MAniaoii, 
President  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  put- 
suance  of  these  weighty  and  urgent  considerations, 
have  deemed  it  right  and  requisite  that  poases* 
sion  should  be  ukco  of  the  said  Territory,  in  the 
name  and  behalf  of  (he  United  States.  William 
C.  O.  Claiborne,  Oovernor  of  the  Orleans  Terri- 
tory, of  which  the  said  Territory  is  to  tie  takev 
aa  part,  will  accordingly  proceed  to  execute  tbe 
same,  and  to  exercise  orer  the  said  Territory  the 
autborittes  and  functions  tegaltr  appertaining  to 
bts  office.  And  the  good  people  inbabiting  the 
same  are  invited  and  enjoined. to  pay  due  respect 
to  him  in  that  character,  to  be  obedient  to  the 
laws,  to  maintain  order,  to  cberisti  harmony,  and 
in  every  manner  to  conduct  therosetres  as  peace- 
able citizens,  under  full  auuraoca  that  thEV  will 
be  protected  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  liberty, 
property,  and  religion. 
iB  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of 

the  United  Statsa  to  be  herannto  affixed,  and 

signed  the  saqae  with  my  hand. 
Dooe  at  the  Ci(y  of  Waabiof  (on,  the  twu^- 

serenib  day  of  Ootober,'A.D.  1810,  a-'  '-  "'- 


thirty-fifth  year  of  tbe  independeace  of  the  ai 
United  States.  JAMBS "  * "         ' 

By  tbe  President: 


JAMBS  MADISON., 


L.  Smith,  Secretarj/  qf  8tale. 

lb.  8mM>  to  OoTBrear  Hobnac 
DEPAnTMEMT  OB  State,  Nov.  15,  1810. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  17Ui 
of  October,  enclosing  the  memorial  of  tbe  Con- 
vention of  West  Fbrida.  To  repress  ibe  un- 
reisonabte  expectatioos  (herein  indjcaied  in  re- 
lation to  the  vacant  land  in  that  Territory,  it  is 
deemed  proper  to  toae  no  time  in  communicating 
to  yon  and  to  Qovetnor  Claibome  the  settlimdVa 
of  Ibe  President  en  the  subject. 

The  right  of  tbe  United  States  to  the  T^rritorr 
of  fPeat  Florida,  ms  far  as  the  rivet  Perdido,  wa* 
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fiirtjr  BCQuired  bjr  parebsM,  and  has'been  fonnallf 
ratified  if  treaty.  The  deliTcr;  of  poiw^tiOD 
has,  indeed,  b«en  deferred,  and  the  procrastjnaliaD 
h*!^  been  heretofore  acquiesced  io  by  this  Gorera- 
meot,  from  a  hope,  paiieatl;  indulged,  that  ami' 
cabla  aegotiatJDo  woald  accomptisli  ib«  equitable 
purpose  of  the  Uoiied  Btates.  But  thii  delay, 
vhieh  jiroceeded  ooly  from  the  forbearance  of 
Uie  United  States  to  enforce  a  legitimate  and 
well  IfDown  claim,  could  not  inipair  Ibe  legality 
of  their  title;  nor  could  any  change  in  the  inter- 
nal slate  of  things,  without  their  aanctioa,  how- 
sopverbronght  about,  vary  their  ri2bt.  Itremai~l]s, 
of  course,  «)  perfect  as  it  ivas  before  the  interpo- 
sition of  the  Coovention.  A.nd  the  people  of 
Wett  Florida  must  not  for  a  moment  oe  misled 
by  the  expectation  that  the  United  Stales  will  sur- 
lender,  Tor  their  exclusive  benefit,  what  bad  beea 
purchased  with  the  treasure  and  for  the  benefit 
of  the  whole.  The  vacant  land  of  this  Territo- 
ry, thrown  into  eommou  stock  with  ill  the  other 
vacant  land  of  the  Union,  will  be  a  property  in 
GOmmoi^  for  the  Daiional  uses  of  all  the  people 
of  the  United  States:  The  eommuniljf  of  inter- 
eats  upon  which  this  Goretnment  iairariBbly  acts, 
the  literal  policy  which  it  has  uniformly  diplayed 
towards  the  people  of  the  Territories,  (a  part  of 
which  policy,  has  erer  been  a  just  reg&jd  to  boo- 
eit  settlers.)  will,  tiererlheless,  be  a  sufficient 
I^edge  to  the  inhabitants  of  West  Florida  for  the 
early  and  continued  attention  of  the  Fedvral  Le- 
gislatnte  to  their  situation  and  iheif  wantt. 

These  obteTtationa  will  apprize  you,  sir,  of  the 
sentiments  of  the  President,  as  to  the  propositions 
in  the  memorial  in  relation  to  the  vacant  land  in 
West  Florida,  and  will  enable  joa  to  make,  when 
necessary  and  proper^ luitahje  eiplinaltoDi  to  ibe 

Kple  of  that  Terriiory.    You  will',  however, 
p  in  mind  that  tbe  President  cannot  reco{|aise 
in  the  Canvenlion  of  West  Florida  any  independ- 
ent authority  whatever  (o  propose  or  to  form 
compact  with  the  United  States. 

I  am  air,  with  the  hig heat  respect,  your  most 
obedient  servant,  .      R.  SMITH. 

Hi*  Ex'cy  Davio  Holjieb. 

OovemoT  Fddt  to  Mr.  Smith,  BeereUry  of  State. 
MoBiLB,  December  2,  1610. 
Sib:  I  will  notdetainmyself  in  giving  toyoni 
Excellency  information  relaliveto  the  letter  which 
I  directed  tahis  Bxcelleacy  Qovetnor  Holmes, 
being  persuaded  that  it  will  be  in  the  hands  ol 
joar  Excellency  long  before  this  ;  but  I  will  add 
to  its  contenia,  for  your  govemnent,  that  I  hftre 
decided  on  delitering  this  province  to  the  United 
Stales  under  an  equitable  cBpiiulalioo,  provided 
I  do  not  receive  succor  from  t^e  Havana  or  Vera 
Cruz,  during  the  present  month  ;  or  that  bis  Ex- 
cellency the  Marquis  of  Someruelos,  (on  whom  I 
depend,}  should  not  have  opened  directly  a  nego- 
tiation on  this  point. 

The  incomprehensible  aliandonment  in  which 
I  tee  myself,  and  the  afflicted  silualion  to  which 
this  province  tees  itself  reduced,  not  only  auttior- 
ize  me,  but  ftrce  me  to  bare  recoorse  to  ibis  de- 


ion,  the  only  one  to  nve  it  from  the  ran 
which  ihreateat  it. 

The  United  Statea  ue  alao  aathorized  loao- 
cept  it ;  for  as  the  disturbance*  which  now  aflici 
this  proviuce,  so  near  to  tbem.iDusiineicaaa every 
day,  thev  cannot  but  have  an  influCBCe  on  ibeir 
lraDquilli[y,an  object  which  merits  the  first  cwc 
of  every  GoveroBieat. 

Tbe  inhabitants  of  Baton  Roogv  may  figare  to 
themselves  many  motives  wfaieli  ra«r,  (in  tkor 
conception,)  justify  the  doternainaliaD  tbey  bave 
adopted;  but  they  cannot  produce  evea  aaa^ 
one  which  can  make  tolerable  the  lyrmnBieal,  il' 
legal,  and  atijust  obilinacy  witb  which  i^cy  ia- 
tist  tbat  the  other  dis^cts  should  subject  theai- 
selves  to  their  will. 

The  United  Slates,  who  prafeaa  tbe  excnuae  of 
equity,  caanoi  exempt  tbemaelTea  from  taU^f 
irt  with  the  party  unjustly  opprened.'  In  ibit 
ilief,  I  recur  to  its  Execntivc,  tbrongk  tbciae> 
_iumofyout  Escetlencv,  auppiicaiiog  bin,  that 
be  will  be  pleated  to  •end  order*  to  ibe  eMnisaad- 
ant  of  Fort  Sioddert,  that  he  sfaoatd  asbt  mt 
with  the  troops  whien  be  baa  under  Us  onfen, 
for  the  purpose  of  forcing  the  pvtj  aaier  the 
ooniTOBnd  of  Renbea  Kemper  to  retire  within  tbe 
"  aiisof  tbedistricisof  BalonRttufe;  iatiaMiac 

him,  that  if  in  future  he  sbould  repeat  hixn- 

rsions  io  the  district  of  Mobile  aad  Peasatola, 
tbe  troops  of  the  United  Statea.  jm Bed  to  tbt 
Spanish  troops,  will  use  force  to  keeptbem  back. 

These  districts  have  the  more  reasoo  to  expect 
from  the  rectitude  of  the  United  States  the  ania- 
lance  which  I  ask.  as  the  party  which  Kem[«T 
commaadt  haa  been  r^cmited,  armed,  and  prorts- 
ioned  wilbin  tbe  limits  of  ib«r  sovereignly. 

Aciheiaae  time,  if  my  proposition  is  accepted, 

nrderi  may  be  given  auihorizuBg  » 

treat  with  mefor  regulating  the  era 
ptovince.  and  what  oiight  to  |weoede  it. 

I  conclude  by  assuring  your  SUcelleaey  of  my 
consideration  and  respect. 

Ood  preserve  your  Exoellener  many  year*. 
TUiCENTE  FOLCH. 

HI*  Exc'y  R.  Smitb,  dke. 

Governor  Foldi  la  Oofcnri  KcKea. 


e  eraenatioB  of  tba 


..     province,  I  have  ibonghtaTai 

myself  directly  to  the  Bxeoalive  power  </ tbe 
Uoiied  Slates,  tbrohgh  the  medium  of  iteir  Sec- 
retary of  State,  proposing  to  tremt  for  the  deliv- 
ery of  the  province  in  more  positive  lervs  thMi 
those  which  1  employed  in  the  letter  ikat  I  wiote 
to  his  Excellency  Governor  Holme^  because,  as 
OUT  difficulties  every  day  increase,  the  necessity 
of  hasleniDg  their  cooclusion  ioereaaes  also. 

I  have  believed,  also,  that  it  night  be  condct- 
cive  to  tbe  belter  exit  of  this  negotiation,  that 
my  despaich  should  be  intrusted  lo  a  person  via 
could  give  to  the  Qovernment  every  inforoiitiaa 
that  it  ou^ht  to  possess,  ia  order  that  it  Buy  de- 
libtiate  with  the  brevity  wbicb  ia  ■nnrwair:  and 
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coDsideriDg,  li^  thai  jcM  Kra  in  «  altution  to  im- 
fil  this  object,  from  havioi^  been  bo  efe-wiinwa 
to  nil  thai  baa  pasud  to  tbu  part  of  the  proviaee 
aad  the  adjacent  oouDtrjr.  you  can  gWa  laforroa- 
tion  respeeting  the  alarm  vliich  rei^as  amoac 
theiDbabitan(i,of  ibe  iaflaencf  wbkb  ihePreDcn 
ageaisin  Loaiiiana  exercise  in  CbeaeiliiluTbaace*, 
and  tbe  riali  wbich  ibat  proTtDce  taos  of  being 
iavolved  ia  the  diaordere  wbicb  hate  had  their 
birtb  in  Flotida,  a*  well  as  the  fatal  cooseqaeDcei 
ivhioh  maf  follow  if  the  evil  ia  not  atoppcd  ia  iti 
besiiiDiDg,  aad  wbatever  elae  caa  be  taid  oa  tbr 
subject. 

In  order  to  aroid  twcidsDla  aod  delByc,  which 
it  ia  Rol  eaaf  to  foresee,  I  will  delirer  to  you  du- 
plicates of  the  despatch  whieb  I  addreaa  to  bia 
Bzcelleiicy  the  Bccretarr  of  State,  In  order  that 
vou  ta»Y  tiaosmit  oae  of  them  by  the  mail,  aod 
oy  tbia  meaasgire  early  info rmatioa  to  iheOor- 
erameni  of  the  afiklra  oo  which  it  baa  to  delib- 

The  saiitfactioa  I  have  enjoyed  for  many  yeai 
in  your  aeqaaintaoee  aasares  ma  that  yoo  will 
uae  every  exertioo  in  a  matter  which  ia  so  intai- 
esiiDg  to  eur  regpectire  couatriaa. 

I  remain,  dkc.  V.  POLCH. 

Col.  JoBM  McKee. 

OolMiel  McKm  to  Mr.  Eattla. 

FoBT  8ToaMRr,,Dec.  5,  1810. 

Sis  :  Hatjog  ou  the  Slst  uli.  takau  the  liberty 
of  addreaiiag  you  on  the  aubjeci  of.  the  distorth 
ances  in  tbit  quarter,  and  haviae  ao  pemonal  ac- 
qaainiance  with  any  member  of  tbe  preteat  Sf 
ecuiire,  1  hare  presumed  to  eacloac  lo  your  care 
a  deapaich  from  Oorernor  Folch  tothe  Secretary 
of  State.  I  hare  alao  encloaed  a  baaty  traaala- 
lion  of  Qovemor  Foleb's  letter  to  me,  whiah, 
with  some  other  eoaiideraiioos,  baa  induced  me 
to  proceed  immediately  to  the  City  of  Wa^ibiag- 
ton,  for  which  1  leave  thia  in  two  or  three  daya, 
and  will  proceed  with  the  least  poHible  delay  lo 
Euoxvilla.    I  have  the  hottor,  dtc. 

JOHN  McEEB. 

Hon.  William  Edstis. 

'  Mr.  Moriai  to  Mr.  Smith. 

WABaiNOTOM,  Dec  15, 1810. 
Sir  :  I  deem  it  to  be  a  dnty  iacumbeni  on  me, 
ooDsideriog  the  strict  and  close  aUia&ce  which 
subsists  between  His  Majesty's  GiiverQment  aod 
that  of  Spain,  to  expreas  to  the  Qoverameot  of 
the  United  Siaiaii,  through  you,  the  deep  regret 
with  which  I  have  seen  that  part  of  the  Preai- 
dent'e  Message  lo  Congreas,  in  which  the  deter- 
rainaiioa  of  ibis  Qovernmeat  to  lake  posiessioa 
of  West  Florida  is  avowed. 

Wiihoui  preaumiaa  to  dUcoaa  lb«  validity  of 
die  title  gf  the  United  Stataa  to  West  Florida,  (a 
title  which  ia  nunifesity  doubtful,  aince,  accord- 
ing to  the  Pteaideni'a  pcoelamatloa,  it  b  UfE  open 
to  diacutaion,  but  which  baa,  neverthaleai,  bees 
brought  forward  as  oae  of  the  pieaa  to  justify  the 
occapaiioii  of  that  [itoviace,)  may  it  not  be  ukcd 


whf  that  provioee  could  not  have  been  as  fairly 
a  subject  of  aegotiation  and  adjuatment  in  the 
haadt  of  tbe  Spaniards,  who  poasaas  the  actual 
sovereignty  there,  as  in  tbe  hand*  of  the  Ameri- 
cans, who,  to  obiain  possession,  must  be^^Ia  by, 
committing  an  act  of  nostility  toward  Spam  1 

But  il  may  be  said  thai  the  Spanish  forces  fia 
Mexico,  in  Cuba,  or  at  Peniacota,  are  unequal  to- 
qui'U  the  rebellious  assoclRtion  of  a  band  of  dea- 
peradoes  who  are  known  berc  by  tbe  contempiD- 
Dus  appellBtion  of  land-jobbers.  Allowing  aa 
much,  (which  you  will  agree  with  me,  lir,  is  al- 
'owing  a  great  deal,)  would  it  not  hsve  been  wor- 
thy of  the  generosity  of  a  free  nation  like  this, 
bearing,  as  it  doubtless  does,  a  respect  for  the 
rights  of  a  gallant  people  at  this  moment  engaged 
in  a  noble  struggle  for  its  liberty— would  it  not 
have  been  an  act  on  the  part  of  this  coantry,  dic- 
tated by  the  aaered  lies  of  p)od  neighborhood, 
aod  of  friendship,  which  exist  between  It  aa^ 
Spain,  t6  have  Mmpty  offered  itn  assistance.  tCK 
crush  the  common  enemy  of  both,  rather  thaa  l» 
have  made  sueh  interference  the  pretest  for 
wresting  a  province  from  a  friendly  Power,  and 
that  in  the  time  of  her  adversity  1 

For  allow  me,  sir,  to  inquire  how  can  the  dec- 
laration in  the  President's  proclamation,  "  that  in 
the  hands  of  the  United  Siaiesj  that  territorv  will 
not  cease  lo  be  a  subject  of  fair  and  friendly  .ad- 
justment," bemadetoaccord  with  the  deelaratioa 
ID  his  Message  to  Congress,  (implying  permanettt 
possession.)  "of  the  adoption  Of  that  people  into 
the  bosom  of  the  American  familv  1" 

The  act,  consequently,  of  sending  a  force  to 
West  Florida  to  secure  by  arms  what  was  before 
a  subject  of  friendly  nef otiatioo,  cannot,  I  much 
fear,  under  any  palliation,  be  considered  other 
than  as  an  act  of  open  hostility  against  Spain. 

While,  therefore,  il  it  impossibre  to  disguise  the 
deep  and  lively  interest  which  His  Majesty  takea 
in  everything  that  rclaiea  to  Spain,  which  would, 
[  am  convinced,  induce  him  lo  mediate  between 
Spain  and  the  United  States  on  aoy  point  of  cM- 
troveray  which  may  exist  between  them,  with 
thr ' ' 


unimpaired  the  friend- 


buih  padies, 

His  Majesty,  lo 

ship  which  at 

Iweea  Great  Briioib  and  the 


fereoce  any  attack  upon  her  interests  in  America> 
And  as  I  have  oo  doubt  that  tbe  Oovernmeot  of 
the  United  States  will  ailribuie  this  reprcsenta- 
tioD  lo  the  most  conciliatory  motives,Iam  indue* 
ed  to  re<iuest,  in  answer  to  it,  such  explanation  on 
the  subject,  as  will  at  once  convince  His  Majesty's 
Qovernment  of  the  pacific  disposition  ol'  th« 
United  Sutes  toward  His  Majesty's  allies  the 
Spaniards,  aod  will  remove  the  contrary  imprea- 
aioD,  which,  I  fear,  the  Prasideot'a  Message  ta 
likely  to  make. 

1  have  the  hoaor  lo  be,  with  the  highest  e<Hi- 
sideralion,  tir,  yotir  most  obedient,  humble  ser- 
vaa^  J.  P.  MOAIBR. 

Hon.  R.  Shitb,  Seerttary  o/aiatt. 
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Mr.Morier  to  Mr.  Smith. 

WASBmoTOR,  Dec.  22, 1810. 

Mr.  Morier  preFCDts  his  compliinfots  to  Mr. 

Smith,  aod  begs  the  favor  to  be  informed  when*' 

he  may  expect  au  antwer  to  the  letter  which  he 

bad  the  honor  to  addrera  to  Mr.  Smith  on  lh« 

15th  tOSlBDl. 

Mr.  Morier,  at  the  wrae  time,  hopea  that  Mr. 
Smith,  coDcartiDz  with  him  in  the  opinioa  that 
it  would  be  desirable  thai  His  Majesty's  Gorera- 
uent  should,  as  eoon  as  possible  after  the  receipt 
of  (he  President's  Message,  be  foroished  with  the 
explanation  wbich  Mr.  Morier  has  requesled  ID 
the  above  letter  on  the  occapalion  of  West  Flor- 
ida ID  the  name  of  the  Uoitcd  StBiea,  will  readily 
eicDse  ihe  solicitude  with  which  beanin  presses  j 
this  subject  upoD   the  atteniioa  of  this  Qovern- 


Mr.  Smith  to  Mr.  Marin.  . 
Btate  DEPABTMEHT.yjec  28, 1810. 
Sir:  Taking  iaioview  themibjectaod  ibecir- 
eurDstance*  of  your  letter  of  the  15ih  iDstani,  I 
have,  in  acknowledgins  it,  only  to  remark  to  jau, 
that  tliboueb  it  i*  Eufciebily  evident,  from  the 
face  of  the  docDmeots  before  tbe  public,  that  do 
hostile  or  unfriendly  purpose  ia  entertaiaed  lo- 
mrd  Spain,  the  oaty  F«wer  kDowo  to  the  Unit- 
ed Stares  in  the  traDHCiioD,  yet  oiw  funotiooary 
■t  LoDdoD  hu  been  enabled  to  give  to  your  Oor- 
eromeDt  whatever  explaoationa  may  comport 
with  the  frankneis  aod  the  -spirit  of  conciliation 
which  have  been  invariably  manifested  on  the 
pail  of  the  Uaited  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ax. 

R.  SMITH. 
J.  P.  MoBiKit,  Esq.,  &e. 


TPNIS. 


[The  Mlnrin;  doenneala  wen  eomrannicate4  to 
CettfreM  bj  the  FieddeBt* s  MeMtge  of  DeMnbn 
ft,  1S10.J 

Extract  of  a  letter  ftwn  Jotin  Qaviito,  Eeq.,  'Caniul  of 
the  0Bited  Sutee  at  Oibtsltar,  to  the  8eciet>i7  of 
Stale. 

OiBKALTAB,  StjOevtbtr  16, 1810. 
I  heg  iMve  to  hand  you  «  copy  of  a  lener  from 
CmsoT  Coxe,  dated  Malta,  26ih  ultimo,  wb«D  he 
wu  on  his  returo  to  Tania,  It  ha*  given  me 
great  pleasBre  to  God  bis  hnviog  ancceeded  in 
•ermluting  amicably  the  diSerenoe*  which  had 
taken  place  with  that  Bey. 

[Reftrred  to  in  the  precediiig  letter.] 
,  CD.  Coie  to  J<din  GaviiM. 

Mi.LTi,  Augttit  26,  1810. 
Sin:  I  arrived  at  this  place  on  the  3Sd  inaUnt, 
Id  the  sohooQer  Hamilton,  CapMio  Wbillook,  as 
a  flag  of  trace,  in  consequence  of  an  unfavoraMe 
ehange  in  the  situation  of  onr  afiairs  u  Tunis, 
-with  .the  expectation  of  making  »ome  arrange- 
aeat  whereby  the  difficulty  which  has  taken 
piace  may  be  amicably  adjusted.  - 


On  the  Uth  iaeuat,  Hia  SxeeUncBr,  tkc  Bey, 
sent  a  taewanger  to  reqneel  atf  prvaence  at  the 
palace.  I  aoeordisglyjvaseBied  nyaeU;  aad  bt 
ioformM  me  tkat,  ia  coaaaqscnee  of  th»  mamn 
of  a  veseel  belonging  to  him  and  beariag  fail  ia^ 
throotlb  the  interference  of  Mr.  Pulis,  the  Abmii- 
ean  Coasnl  at  Malta,  be  bad  given  miai  lo 
arrest  all  the  American*  and  •equeater  aH  that 
property  id  the  Kingdon  of  Tunis,  whiek  he 
wonld  hold  until  he  received  fail  satiAeiioa 
from  the  United  States,  ootuiderin^  then  te- 
■poosible  for  the  aeti  of  their  psblic  aacais. 

The  vessel  alluded  to  was  the  shipX,ibeny.<]{ 
Pbiladeipbia,  bebn^iag  to  WiUiam  Haolen  of 
that  place,  wbich  had  been  taken  by  a  Freach 
prireteer,  brought  to  Tunis,  and  sold  by  order  of 
the  French  Consul  at  pablic  anciioa.  The  fine 
Minister  of  the  Bey  was  the  pnrehaKr,  and  Jk 
afterwards  proceeded  to  Malta  nadei  TauBiaB 
colors,  where  she  arrived  wiiboot  inian-aptida  ia 
the  month  of  May  lasL  Mr.  PuEis,  the  Amoioa 
Consul,  af  plied  to  th«  Maltese  eoart,  or  Gmmlali 
dtt  Moon,  (aa  the  British  Viae  Adminlty  Coert 
would  not  interfere,)  aod  elaiined  ibe  akiffu 
ibe  original  American  owner*.  HiaSxeefleney, 
the  Bey,  on  beiog  informed  of  ihia^  toak  ibe  mea- 
sures before  related. 

He  not  only  regard*  this  as  a  loas  of  property, 
but  as  an  insult  oBered  to  hi*  Bmg,  and  will  view 
it  as  a  declaration  of  war  if  the  abip  abonld  not 
be  restored  to  him,  with  damages  uT  deleauoa. 
Heinsieta  oa  ilie  right  of  pnrehaaiewiMfcemMlt 
It  aueUon,  or  any  others  offered  fyt  mit  in  his 
Kingdom,  and  that  bis  flag  abali  pnua  ihcm. 
His  SzeelleMy  deolafed'iEai  be  bad  give*  lae 
the  etrengeM  preoT*  of  his  jnaliee  aadfriesdlr 
diapOsilioB  to  mv  Ooreianent,  in  eawac  alltbe 
Anciictta  veesela  with  iheir  eaifoei  lo  be  re- 
leaied  whicii'  had  been  taken  wiikia  ike  Units  ef 
this  jnriidieuOBt  bat  tbai  those  uken  e«  the  Ugk 
eaas  was  an  aSur  between  the  ABeriean  aad 
Ffsncli  Ootemmentx,  and  did  ant  eoncem  ba. 
He  has  waraed  me  that,  if  the  ship  BoUa  (so 
American  vessel,  taken  by  a  French  privaiMr 
wiiboat  kia  jorisdiciional  limits,  and  purchased 
by  his  agent*  at  public  anciiao  at  ttJe  Pnaeh 
eonsnlate,)  thautd  be  hereafter  claimed  br  an 
American  citizen  and  j;iven  op  to  biin,  the  Ame- 
ricans, with  iheir  properly  at  Tiuii%  shsll  be 
answctable  for  the  event. 

The  amouM  of  Amcriean  property  at  Taais 
nay  be  computed  at  about  two  handled  aad  £&f 
thousand  dollars. 

All  my  endeavors  to  deter  hi*  &te*Otaer&on. 
these  harsh  measates  were  of  no  aniL  Be  a>- 
soted  me,  in  the  most  at^mn  manner  thai  he 
woald  not  only  firmly  adhere  to  the  eiepa  he 
bad  already  lano,  but  wenld  panne  sneh  other* 
as  be  might  deem  necessary.  I  have  now,  how- 
ever, to  inform  yon  that  on  ny  smval  here,  and 
in  «oa*equea*e  of  my  having  affieially  iatoiwtj 
Mr.  Pulis  of  what  had  taken  place  at  Tanis,  be 
has,  as  the  onlyaliemative  to  pRVeat  a  wmi, 
withdrawn  hiealaim,  aad  the  ship  haa  been  re- 
stored to  the  Bcy'a  AmbasMdor  at  this  phiee, 
whereby  our  ratatioo*  wiUi  titu  Bagnrr  aie 
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■giifl  ptae(4  on  the  mom  tt'naHf  fM^ag  on 
wbich  they  were  hafote  tbia  nofortiiiiBH  oecui^ 
rence  took  place. 

I  ahali  Mil  on  my  retltra  to  Tmii  immedklety 
in  the  TMwl  which  bran^ht  nc  bere;  hariog 
thm  bronfrtil  the  diJfieolty  w.hich  hid  iTtMii  to 
an  amlcnble  eoDolnsion,  on  (cnni  which,  I  truii, 
'  will  be  latnraeisrT  to  my  Oovcrmnent. 

Very  mpeetfnlljr,  I  hare  the'  faoocir  to  be,  tar, 
your  moal  obadieDt,  hanblfl  •errant. 
'  C.  D.  COXE. 

JoHK  OAtmo,  Bt^. 


FRANCE. 


[GommaDteiled  to  the  Honia,  Dee.  SB,  1810.] 
To  the  Hmim  of  Jtmtttmtaliva  .- 

1  lay  before  the  House  a  report  tVom  the  Sea- 
retary  or  Stale,  complying  with  their  rea^utioa 
of  the  2tit  iosianl.  J.  UADISON. 

Dbcembbk  S8,  ISIO. 

Depabtmemt  of  Stats,  Dec  S8,  1810. 
Sis  :  Id  pursDaoceofa  resolntioo  of  IheHoose 
of  RepreseDtatirea  ofihe  Slat  of  this  month,  1 


Emperor  «f  France,'  traosmitied  to  thi»  Depart' 


copy  fmarked  B)  of  a  correspondeDce 


meat  by  Oeneral  Ariastrong. 

2d.  A  copy  f marked  "" 
with  Gen«fal  TurieaD, 

3d.  Ac«py  (narked  C)   of _ __ 

jast  received  from  General  Armstrong:,  in  relation 
■  to  the  duties  lately  imposed  by  the  Emperor  of 

With  the  highest  respect  and  cooaideration,  I 
I  hare  the  honor  to  reiDain,  dbe. 

R.  SMITH. 
1      To  the  Fbbsideht  qT  the  Unittd  Statu. 


£Sa 


of  ■  de«TM  of  tha  tM  Jnly,  1910. 
Thirty  or  fortr  American  reaiels  may  ibapoft 
into  France,  under  licenae,  cotton,  fiih,  oi(,  dye- 
wood,  salt  Bsh,  codGsh,  hide^and'pettrr.  They 
may  export  wine,  brandy,  lilki,  linens,  elotha, 
Iry,  hontehold  fnrnitare,  and  other  macu- 
.  _  _red  arlielet.  Tbey  can  only  depart  from 
Charleston  aod  New  York,  under  the  obJisaiioD 
of  bringing  with  them  a  gazelle  of  the  d«y  of 
their  departure,  (American  gozetie,)  moreoter  a 
ceriiGcate  of  the  origin  of  the  merchandiae,  gjren 
b^  ihe  French  Consul,  containing  a  sentence  in 
cipher.  The  French  roerehania,  who  shalleaose 
these  vessels  to  come,  must  prare  that  Ibey  are 
concerned  in  tbe  fabrics  8.1  Pari*,  Bonea,  and 
other  lowDs. 


OaMvatTarnaa  u  Mr.  Saiith. 

WAeanrareii,  Nov.  V,  1810. 
Sir:  Since  oorlaateooreraation  relatiretoihe 
omiflcnte!)  of  origtagir«n  by  the  Contnli  of  His 


Uajesty  in  the  United  States,  I  harecalleeted  aid 
read  over  Ihe  difierenterdera^f  my  Court  oolbai 
snbjecl,  aod  asked  of  the  Consul  General  of 
France  those  which  he  might  liare  receired  di- 
rectly  on  this  part  of  the  serrjee,  lO  eMcatial  for. 
the  secorliy  ot  yoor  expoilalioRs. 

It  results  from  the  insimciions  which  I  hare 
received  direetly,  and  from  those  that  hare  been 
sent  to  the  Consul  General,  that  the  Consuls  of 
His  Majesty  in  the  United  Slates  do  not  deliver, 
or  must  not  hereafter  dHirer,  ttndrr  any  preteil, 
any  certificate  of  origin  to  American  vessels  des* 
tioed  for  any  port  other  than  those  of  France; 
that  they  deiirer  thcin,  and  will  deliver  them 
kereafter,  to  all  American  ressris  desiibed  for  the 
port^of  France,  loaded  only  with  the  prodnce  of 
the  United  Stales;  thai  all  the  cert) Beatea  ante- 
rior to  the  last  inatrnctioos,  attributed  to-the  Con- 
sola  of  His  Majesty,  and  which,  it  is  pretended, 
were  gtren  for  colcniil  prodnce,  that  erkleaily 
came  from  England,  hare  been  challenged  as 
false,  (ar^ii4$  de  finue,)  inaiivuch  a*  )he  EDgliali 
publicly  labricate  papers  of  this  sort  at  London. 

This,  sir,  is  all  that  !l  is  possible  for  me  to  aay 
to  you  at  present  respectioff  cprtificaies  of  origin. 

I  cannot  doubt  but  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  Slates  will  see,  in  these  regulations  of  my 
Court,  an  intention,  distinctly  pronouneed,  of  fa- 
voring the  commercial  relairons  between  France 
and  the  United  States  in  all  the  objects  of  traffic 
which  shall  evidently  proceed  from  their  agricul- 
ture or  (DsnufaclnresL 

Too  will  readily  perceive,  sir,  that,  in  giriAg 
this  latitude  to  the  mutually  adraatageoos  rela- 
tions of  the  two  friendly  people,  Ihe  Etoperor  can- 
not depart  from  the  system  of  exclusion  against 
English  commerce,  without  losing  the  advantages 
which  His  Majesty  aod  the  allied  Powers  must 
necessarily  expect  IVom  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  conaidera- 
lion,  &c.  TURREAU. 

Hon.  B.  Smitb.  Stc.  <f  SUOe. 


letlar  of  yeattrday.ataiing  that  tfaa  French' uuu- 
snls  in  the  United  Slates  are,  at  this  time,  aoiboi- 
iied  to  deliver  cenifieaUs  of  origin  only  to  such 
American  ressels  aa  are  bound  toaome  pott  of 
Fraaee,  and  as  are  ladan  with  the  prodttce  of  the 
United  Butes.   - 

It  will  afibrd  satisfaetion  to  our  marehaniB  to 
know,  and,  thereCom,  I  hare  to  request  ron  to  in- 
form me  whether,  in  Amerieaa  TeaseU  bariag 
■oeh  eetlificuas  of  origin,  they  can  export  erarjr 
kind  of  pradnee  of  the  United  Stales,  and  eipeei- 
•hr  eoiion  ««d  tobacco. 

In  addition  to  the  intelligence  commtinitated 
ia.  your  teller  in  relaiion  to  the  oertiScaiei  of  ori- 
gin, I  hare  the  honor  of  aakiiig  from  you  infor- 
mation upon  the  following  questions: 

1*1.  Hare  not  the  French  Coaauls  been  in  the 
praoiioe,  under  the^uthoriiy  of  the  French  Oov- 
erameni,  of  deliraing,  in  the  poita  sf  the  Uai- 
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U<1  Slates,  c«riifieatea  of  origin  for  AmericiD 

veMels  bound  to  ibe  poita  of  Fraoce  ind  ber  al- 
lies, aad  Isdea  With  either  colonial  produce,  or 
the  produce  of  Ihe  Uaiied  SisteaT 

2d.  Have  the  French  CoDaaU  ia  tbe  United 
Slates  Jalely  received  from  the  French  Qovern- 
ment  insirucUoas  oot  lo  deliver  such  cerlificales 
of  origin  for  American  Tesseis,  and  at  what  time 
did  they  receive  such  iostructioDs? 

3d.  Ai  wliBt  time  did  ihe  French  ConsuUeease 
to  issue  ceiiificatea  of  origin  10  AmericBo  vewels, 
in  porsUBDCe  of  ioslruclions  from  their  Govern- 
meot,  io£aies  of  desiinatioa  to  ports  of  the  allies 
of  France  1 

These  facts  being  connected  with  questions  ia- 
tcrestiog  to  our  merchants  in  foreign  tribunals, 
jo\xt  goodness  will  pardon  the  resort  to  your  aid 
in  ascertaining  them.     I  h&Te,  &^. 

R.  SMIia 

QlN.  TORSEAtJ,  &C. 

Qenentl  Turmn  to  Mi.  Bmifb. 

.     Washinuton^ /)ec  IS,  1810. 

Sir  :  If  I  have  not  replied  sooner  to  the  letter 
which  you  did  me  ibe  honor  to  nrile  to  me  on  the 
SStbollastDionthgitis  because  I  hRresougbt  tn- 
formation  from  (be  Consul  General  of  His  Maj- 
.asiy,  whether  he  had  not  received,  directly,  in- 
eltuctions  mote  recent  than  ihoM  which  I  had 
transmitted  to  him,  and,  also,  to  enable:  me  to 
give  a  positive  answer  to  the  questions  contained 
in  thx  letter  referred  to  above. 

I  reply,  sir,  lo  the  G.rst  of  your  qutstions,  thai 
Messieurs  the  Consuls  of  His  Majesty  to  tbe  Cni- 
t«il  Stales  have  always  delivered  certificates  of 
origin  to  American  vessels  for  the  ports  of 
France;  they  did  it  in  execution  of  a  decree  of 
.  His  Majesty  of  the  first  of  Messidor  of  the  year 
eleven. 

Messieurs  the  French  Consnls  have,  also,  deliv- 
ered them  to  vessels  destined  far  neutral  or  allied 
ports,  wheoeTer  they  have  been  required  of  ibem. 
This  measure  was  saneiiooed  and  authorized  by 
a  circular  de»palch  of  His  Excellency  the  Minis- 
ter of  Foreign  RelaiioDs,  under  date  of  the  20ih 
of  April,  18Q3.  This  despatch  prescribes  the  for- 
mality 10  be  gone  through  for  the  eertificaies  de- 
livered in  such  cases. 

I  proceed  now,  sir,  to  reply  to  the  second  of 
your  questions. 

By  a  despatch  of  his  Excellency  the  Duke  of 
Cadore,  of  the  30th  of  August  last,  reeelved  by 
.  the  Hornet,  the  ISifa  of  last  monihi  and  of  which 
iDformalloD  was  given  tbe  same  day  lo  the  Con- 
■dIb  and  Vice  Consnla  of  His  Majfsiy,  ibey  ate 
eipressty  prohibited  from  delivering  c«riificaiea  of 
origio  for  merchandise  of  any  l[ina,or  under  an; 
pretext  whatever,  if  the  vesseU  are  no(  destined 
for  France. 

This  reply  to  yotit  second  question,  air,  fur- 
nishes you  with  a  solution  ol  the  third.  Tbe 
Consols  and  Vice  CoosdIs  of  Hi*  Majesty  will 
hare  ceased  lo  deliver  certiaeates  of  origin  to 
vessels  for  any  other  place  than  France,  iramedi 
ately  oa  Ihe  receipt  of  thia  circular,  w&ieh  wil. 


wof  tlt:^ 


reaeb  them  a  Tew  ilayaai 
to  the  greater  or  less  d 

their  residence- 
Concerning  cotton  and  ioWccaiik(E=- 
tioa  into  Fransa  is,  at  tkia  ranaeBiqei 
bibited;  but,  I  fasTc  reuoD*  to  bdrn 
pray  yon,  mean wbile,  lo  observe, w^ia.- 
not  rest  upon  aoy  facts,)  thai  leiifinL: 
will  be  given  lo  ibis  ■b*oItileeidfiix> 
modiGcaiions  arill  not  depend  apes  i^  .■ 
of  erenu,  bat  will  be  the  resnlt  of  bS 
ures,  firm,  and  pDrsu«d  with  pervienK- 
the  two  GkivernmeptB  trill  coBiiau  ui 
withdrawfrom  the  moDopoiyaiidrroa; 
tions  of  the  commoa  enemy  a  amtm 
(lojraZ)  and  necessary  to  FranceasKii  i 
Uojted  Stales.  ' 

Accept,  sir,  the  reiMWcd  aEaVntKtun': 
eonsidersiion.  TCSIii: 

Hod.  R.  Smitb,  .S^  ^  •SEEiKc. 

The  SaowtBir  of  State  U  Ooicnl  Ibe 
Dbpabtmbnt  of  Statb,  fc;ii:  | 

SiB  ;  I  have  had  tbe  honor  o/s-r^n- 
letlerof  the  ISih  instant,  in  rtpijw-f-^  ' 
in  ftlsiion  lo  ceriificaies  of  origia.*'-;' 
ike  admission  into  France  of  ift«f»*-- 
agriculture  ef  tbe  United  States. 

From  your  letter,  it  appears  ihiiars' 
lion  into  France  of  cotion  aniltoEta-- 
duce  of  the  United  States,  is,  al  its  =*  ' 
ally  and  absolutely  prohibited. 

From  the  decree  of  ihe  15tb  Jolj,".'* 
appears  that  there  can  be  no  iipponr- 
Prance  but  upon  terms  and  coBdiuovK 
admissible;  and  that,  therefore,  ihwo!' 
importation  at  all  of  the  followinj  Jit;* 
produce  of  the  Uoiied  S la (es,  «■=«(> 
dye  wood,  salt  fish,  CQdBsh,  hides,  sod  p<  - 

As  these  enumerated  artielef  (W*  - 
greet  mass  of  the  exports  from  it*  W»^ 
to  France,  the  mind  is  neinrallT  iwjj*. 
survey  of  the. actoal  eondiiitu  of  »"■ 
relations  between  the  two  ""Pj"":^' 
consideraiion  that  no  practical  |W  ;'. 
notice,  has  resulted  to  the  VaiteiSa'^- 
revocation  of  the  Berlin  and  Mil*"  ^""r. 
bined,  as  it  unexpectedly  ■»•«  ^  „|^ 
in  the  coraraercial  system  of  Fnow," 
tous  to  the  United  States.  ,.^3 

The  act  of  Congress  of  M*r'^j!i 
object,  not  merely  the  recogoiin""  "■  ^, 
live  legitimaie  principle,  but  the  "J^«- 
■substantial  benefit.  The  o'*"?/ ^ 
sen  ted  obviously  embraced  '''^.  '^-liit^ 
cial  advantage.  It  included  ihs^Tiu. 
lief  that  80  abrogation  of  Il'e&'^"^„tr 
■ees  woold  leave  Ibe  ports  of  (ij^[i,. 


for  the  introduction  of  the  P'^'^Lk^' 
Siale^  as  they  were  previowly  W  "''^ 
lion  of  ihose  decrees.  ,  y^^ 

The  restrictions  of  the  Btn"'  'r^i^ 
crees  had  the  effect  of  reHRiDiiiE^^ 
merchao'i  from  eendinglbw'***^^,)* 
The  intenlictisDs  iu  the  «y«««  *"       1 
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them  an  equal  reslrniai.  ir,  iheu,  for  the  reroied 
decrees,  municipal  lawa,produeiQg  the  tame  eora- 
mercial  effect,  -haTe  been  sub^tiiuied,  ihe  mode 
onlf ,  aod  not  the  meastire,  has  UDdargone  ad  al- 
teratioa.  Aod,  k)weT«f  tro«  it  may  he  that  the 
chaoge  is  lawful  in  forio,  it  is,  neverlheleis,  ■■ 
true,  that  it  is  e^ienliatly  uafrieDdly,  and  that  it 
does  natal  all  comport  wiih  th«  ideas  iaB[iired  by 
your  lettered  the'37th  iiliinio,iii  which  yoa  were 
pie*ae4  to  declare  Ifae  "  diuiacdy  pronounced  in- 
tentioD  of  His  Imperial  MajesEf  of  faroring  the 
commercial  relations  between  France  .and  tbe 
United  States  io  all  the  objects  of  irafBc  which 
■hall  eridently  proceed  from  their  tgricullure  or 
manuractarea." 

If  PraDCe,  bv  her  own  acts,  has  blocked  npthe 
porta  aiaiiist  tKe  ioli'odueliini  of  the  (irodncts  of 
the  UnMcd  Slates,  what  HKklire  hat  this  Qovern- 
ment,  io  a  diaconioo  with  a  third  Power,  to  insist 
on  the  privilege  of  going  to  Prance?  Whence 
tha  indueemeot  to  nrge  the  annulment  of  a  block- 
ade of  Fftace,  when,  if  anotilled,  no  American 
oargoaa  eonld  obtain  »  market  in  any  of  her 
ports  7  In  such  a  stale  of  ihings,  a  blockade  of 
the  coast  of  France  would  be  to  the  United  Staiei 
as  unimportant  as  would  be  a  bjoekade  of  the 
coast  of  the  Caspian  sea. 

The  Briiiah  ediciamay  bcTiawed  as  haTioga 
double  relation;  first,  to  the  wrong  done  to  uie 
Uuited  Slate*;  secondlf,  to  the  wrong  done  to 
France.  And  it  is  in  the  latter  relaiioa  o»ly, 
that  France  has  a  right  to  speak.  But,  what 
irroDE,  it  may  be  asked,  can  France  suffer  from 
Brilisb  orders  which  co-operata  with  her  own 
rezulaiions  1 

However  ««i»ibteaba  United  Siata  may  ba  to 
the  violation  of  their  neutral  rights  aoder  thoac 
edicts,  yet,  if  Franaa  herself  has,  by  her  own 
acts,  rendered  it  a  theoreiiesl  instead  of  a  practi- 
cal TiolaiioD,  it  is  fur  this  Qovernmeni  to  decide 
on  the  degree  in  which  sacrifices  of  any  tort  maf 
be  required  by  considerations  which  peealiarly 
and  eiclusively  relate  to  ihe  United  EUaiei.  Cer- 
tain it  i»,  that  the  indDcemenis  to  such  saeriSces 
are  weakened,  as  far  as  France  can  weaken  them, 
by  having  convened  the  right  to  be  maintained 
into  a  naked  one,  whilsl  tha  Hwriloea.to  be  made 
woold  be  aubstaotiai  and  eiiensiTe. 

A  hope,  however,  is  indulged,  that  your  in- 
struciions  from  your  GoTernment  will  spoo  enable 
you  to  give  some  tatisfaciory  explanations  of  the 
measares  to  which  reference  has  been  made,  and 
that  their  Operation,  in  virtue  of  modifications 
which  have  not  yet  transpired,  will  not  be  as  has 
beeo  herein  represented. 

The  Prssident  has  received  with  great  ratiahu- 
iton  the  information  that  the  Consnis  of  Fnoce 
have  been  heretofore,  in  the  official  and  aoihor- 
ized  practice  of  furnishing  certificates  of  origin 
to  AmeTieao  vessels,  as  well  as  to  those  dealioed 
to  neutral  ports,  as  lo'ihose  whose  sovereigns  are 
in  alliance  with  France;  and  that  this  pinctice, 
saneitoned  by  the  French  Qovernmeni,  did  not 
I     cease  in  any  part  of  tbe  Uaited  States  before  the 


13th  of  last  month,  and  iheo,  only  in  consequence 
of  a  despatch  from  the  Duke  of  Cadore,  bearing 
date  the  30th  of  August  preceding.  Thissaiia- 
faction  arises  from  the  hope  that  similar  informa- 
lioD  may  have  been  given  to  the  Danish  Qovern- 
meni. and  from  a  sense  of  the  happy  influenee 
which  inch  a  commuDication  will  have  had  on 
the  American  property  that  had  been  seized  and 
detained  by  the  privateers  of  Denmark,  upon  the 
supposition  that  these  certificates  of  origin  were 
ipurious,  and  not  authorized  by  the  French  Gov- 
■roment.  It  is,  nevertheless,  lo  be  regretted,  (hat 
the  functionaries  of  France  in  Denmark  had  not 
to  the  Diaish  authorities,  during  the 
oecnrrenee  of  such  outrages  on  the  American 
trade,  the  error  of  denouncing  as  illegitimate  au- 
thentic documents  which  had  been  lawfully  is- 
sued by  the  accredited  agents  of  His  Im^rial 
Majesty.    1  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ac. 

R.  SMITH.    . 
Oenernt  Titrreau,  &c. 

Trandation  of  a  letter  torn  Oanersl  Tnrreau  to  Mr. 

WaeBiROTOR,  Dee.  35,  1810. 

Bin ;  I  have  received  the  letter  you  have  done 
me  Ihe  honor  to  write  me  on  the  ISth  of  this 
month,  and  I  hasten  to  transmit  a  eopy  of  it  to 
his  Kxccllency  the  Duke  de  Cadore. 

This  despatch,  sir,  being  an  answer  to  ibc  let- 
ters which  1  had  the  honor  to  write  lo  yoa  on  the 
S7tb  of  November  and  the  13ih  of  this  month, 

-  rally  take*  me  hack  lo  their  object,  to  wbintt 


t  belie 

I  pray  yon  to  obmrve  tbai  ihe  last  lostmecions 
I  have  received  from  my  Court  rrlaiive  to  the 
new  directions  the  commerce  of  France  with  Ihe 
United  Slates  must  follow,  are  of  a  very  old  date; 
the  official  deapaicijes  from  which  I  have  taken 
'      I  are  of  the  12ih  and  28th  of  April  last. 

is  the  more  probable  that  the  regulationa  ot 
my  Guvernmeot.  in  regard  to  this  commeroe, 
have  undergone  some  modifications,  as  tlie  Coa- 
sul  General  received  by  the  Hornet  dcspatcbei  of 
the  lOih  July,  and  32d  and  SOtb  August  last,  ia 
which  it  is  specially  stated  that  coiions  may  be 
imported  into  'France  io  American  vesiebi,  and 
under  certain  regulations;  whereat, aceording  to 
ihe  insttoctioni  which  were  addressed  To  me  na 
the  13ih  and  28th  of  April  preceding,  eotton  and 
tobacco  are  specially  prohibited. 

I  will  add  to  these  data,  {ea  dannedt,)  that, 
according  to  the  orders  transmitted  lo  the  Con* 
sols  of  His  Majesty  respecting  ceriiflcstes  of  ori- 
gin, and  under  tbe  date  before  oiled.  (30ih  August 
last,)  they  may  deliver  them  lo  all  American  ves- 
sels destined  fOr  France;  observing  thai  these 
certificates  are  not  applicable  bid  lo  Ihe  produeU 
ef  the  Uiiited  Staiea,  If  ihese  cenificales  of  ori- 
gin cannot  be  applied  but  to  ihe  productions  of 
the  United  Slates,  and  cannot  be  given  lo  any 
vessels  bat  those  destined  for  France,  the  intro* 
dnciion  of  these  productions  is  not  ibeb  pmbibtltd 
there. 
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Yoa  will  be  pleased  efpecialljr  to  obtavo,  lir, 
ihtt  the  diipositioQt  which  were  aDuounced  to 
me  by  the  denpatcbes  of  ibe  ISth  aad  2Stb  of 
April,  are,  of  course,  anieiior  to  the  repeal  of  the 
decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan,  and  are  necessarily 
vitfaoai  BO  object  the  momcDl  tlje  said  decrees 
are  no  looger  in  fuice.  I  do  not  know  of  any 
■ubteqiient  acts  wich  modify  ibia  repeal ;  for  the 
inatrueiiDos  already  cited,  sect  to  the  Consul 
Oenetal  the  30th  at  August  last,  relative  to  the 
cerlificttei  of  origiii,  are  only  a  coniequeiice  of 
it,audforniBl)y  exclude  only  colonial  productions. 

Farlhermoresir,  I  hare  before  me  the  letteiv 
of  the  Dulce  of  Cadore  to  General  Aimstiong, 
aoder  date  of  the  5th  of  August  aiHl  ISib  Septem- 
ber, of  which  copies  have  been  sent  to  me  by  or- 
der of  mv  Court.  Theae  are  the  ouly  docuueuu 
.  on  which  it  seems  to  tne  reasouable  to  Gx  the  at- 
tention, (^^arrtler,)  and  I  see  in  them  noibiog 
which  CRn  cause  it  to  be  supposed  that  the 
French  Gorerument  may  hare  had  an  iuiention 
10  modify  or  lo  restrict  the  repeal  of  the  before 
cited  decrees.  This  act  contains  no  reserve;  it 
iotrn  not  exact  aay  guaranty.  The  de«l»nti«a  of 
the  Duke  ofCadore  i>  fornalj  and  it  iathe  provi- 
sieai  themieWes  of  Iha  act  of  the  liononble  Con- 
greM  of  the  lit  of  May  last,  whicb  ba.TC  dictated 
to  him  ibe  consequence. 


I  aeixe  tkh  oecmatan  with  ti_ 

new  to  you  ihe  auurvace  at  mj  hi(k  oa 
aiioa.  TUBi£ 


WASHi:4aT0if,  StcemiaT. 

Sir  ;  The  encliMed  doeaHkeBtx,  buU 

2,  were  intended   to  ii«TC  madejantfl 

commuaicaiion.      Tlie    paper,  eaiiilcj  i| 

ctDnnurM,  ^.  (Dotic«  to  merehaBD,}  nu 


admissible   Ibere.  .  . 

value,  it  will  be  fouDd  impoiiaat/reau 
tratiou  it  gives  <o  i4t»t  pasMge  of  rk  L'. 
Cadore'i  letter  to  me  of  the  ISlk  dSae 
It  "Ai 
.  hegroi 
,  will  be  nMn*ea  w 
into  the  poru  of  Franee."  It  is  ak  tr 
eooceit  wi^  the  pn«tie«  of  the  FrwM 
bouse,  JQ  th«  caae  of  the  afaip  Ids,  cmT'* 
Boston  with  a  caigo  of  eatlou.  I  in.'!- 
JOHN  ARMSTti 
Hon.  RoHUT  Smitm,  JShe^ifSa. 


NoUee  to  wierdianU  on  tie  acalt  of^tt  Ut  of  August,  1810. 


Oars      ........ 

CoUm)  of  BraaD,  Sariaam,  OayauM,  !>«•»»• 

ra,  Uid  Georgia — kagsts^        -        .     .    - 

CotKMt  of  everr  other  Mant^aseeptlfaftae    - 

Ooflsewbag*        ...... 

Cofise  in  caaka       ...... 

<SgaM  In  boxaa      ...... 

doves  in  bags 

Oaai  Aiabie  ia  baga      -       .       .       .        . 

Fisb  oil  in  «aAi 

Beaae  ia  hafriteada 

ioiUgg  in  I 


foladiiacaa^ 


OakpUulL 
PemTUn  bci^  in  !«■«•  .  .  . 
f  eruTian  l>ai)l  ia  aeiaMia  . 
Rice  Inbureli  .  .  .  . 
Hum  (flu  litre)  .  .  .  . 
Rocoa  in  casks  •  .  .  . 
Clayed  sugar  in  boxes  and  ea^  • 
Raw  aogir  in  boxes  and  barreb 
Tobacco  in  leaf,  box.  Or  bo^diead  - 
-Tt>baoea  in  »iie«  mi  pmitn    - 


SpasGaoL 
19  per.eant. 

10  per  cenL 
19  par  cent. 
6  per  cent. 
13  per  cent. 

8  per  cent. 


19  par  eent. 

Speroaat. 
U  peroaat. 

13  per  cent 
ISparoent. 
16  P«  cent. 
19pe(GMU. 
S  per.ceat. 


0  franca  the  100  kiU»(M» 
IOreathBl(»kilL»a*»«i^* 
«  &*Bea  Ibe  too  kiagfnM|> 
4  fraiva  B  eentiawi^  IMna^' 
15  Snna  the  100  kiOefnee*^ 
10  ceatimM  the  100  ki" 
NtAaMetke  100  ki 
:fl  centimes  per  190  fri""- 
H)  franc,  the  100  kilhn™*** 
!B  centlmea  per  cent,  a^ff"* 

to  franaa  ibe  100  kiUstnV* 
lOfraaeathe 
OcenliMetJ^fillv. 
LfraneatiielOOkr 


aOO  fianet  Ihe  IM  lOlNn" 
WOfr'eathelOOkffl.sad*'**^ 


>Ti^-Tbe  additional  tattk  ia  not  conpriaed  in  Ihe  aboTe  duties.  ^ 

^  Ths  docnment,  of  which  the  abora  is  a  traarfation,  is  b  print ;  and  nndat  tbs w^  *^~ji" 
,"<''i)nit((ifc£i>ua)i<,")aretainannaeripttb«foUinvwg.waidisvis-  "BjdeemsfM'lV^ 


IV  Google 


1S7S 


APPENDS. 


1274 


[CommDiue«t«d  to  CoDgieta,  Janxiarj  10,  19I1>] 
To  lie  Seitaie  and  Hou*t  of 

Ji4ipTe*tnlaiii>u  oj  tkt  United  Statu  .■ 
I  comiBiiDicate  to  CongraiB,  ra  eocEdmev,  tfa* 
'Iranslatiaii  of  ■  ktier  from  Luit  ie  Onb,  die  Ckp- 
iUiD  Oenerat  of  Ibe  ptorkica  of  Caraccns. 

The  teiMlenef  of  miarciwneotMiom*  aid  mi^ 
gniions,  wliielt,  it  majr  be  inferred  froto  ibi**^ 
'cimen,  enter  JDio  noreimpotunt  corretpaadeDcei 
of  ib«  writer,  to  pcomole  io  forngn  eoDBoili,  it 
a  critical  period,  viev*  fdreree  to  the  peeoe  and 
to  the  bcu  JDteieHi  of  onr  eeuotry,  reDdcre  the 
oonteats  of  ike  letter  of  eafficieDt  B«mcDt  to  be 
'  made  known  ic  the  Lcpdeiare. 

JAUBS^MADiaON. 
Jarbabt  19,  I8I1. 

Tiaiulalion  of  ■  Mlar  fiem  Iaii  da  Oiu  (otheOep- 
'     tainOeMralefikePMviiM»oftkeOu>eQB,dtt«l 
,  CiTT  or  Philadslphu, 

,  /■ymiOjy2, 1810, 

The  AdmiDistralion  of  ibia  Ooreriuiaot,  har- 
1  ing  put  the  ntamp  apoa  the  serTile  sKanneBs  and 
I  adulation  in  which  ihejF  tund  in  reluiqa  lo  their 
oracle.  Boneparie,  the  day  before  yeiterdajr,  by 
their  directioo,  Mr.  E^P«i>  the  son-w  taw  of  the 
former  President,  Jefierson,  made  a  proposiiioo 
-  that  A  Minister  should  be  immediaiely  leot  to 
.  joieph  BoQaparie,  at  Madrid.  Thi*  was  eup^ 
'  ported,  in  the  ooramiliee  in  which  the  Uauae 
.  then  waB,br  Mr.  Cuita,  who  is  the  brother  in-law 
of  President  Madisoo.  Thera  were  rarious  de- 
bates, theie  were  bowlings  of  the  (ribuaali,  there 
were  UMtaNn*  Bgatnst  iba  Supreme  Ceatral 
'  Junta,  and  many  triSiag  observations  from  one 


preme  Junta,  and  of  this  Gorermnent'e  baring 
wisely  refuued  to  leceire  him;  anid, at  leagUi,  a 
Tole  was. taken,  from  which  it  retuited  that,  for 
the  present,  no  Minister  was  to  be  sent  to  Joeephi 

In  the  annexed  )>apei  you  will  sea  all  the  de- 
bate*, which,  for  want  of  time,  I  bare  not  been 
able  lo  have  translated.  If  J">ur  Exoellenoy 
tbonld  not  be  informed,  by  my  forsaer  daspaiehes, 
of  the  mode  of  thinking  of  the  present  Admiaie- 
tration,  this  alone  will  show  the  liiile  hope  there 
1*  of  obtaiaing  anything  favorable  from  it,  but 
by  eneigy,  by  force,  and  by  cbasiiserneDl. 

The  facility— I  apin  repeal  it,  and  I  will  re- 
peat it  a  tboaaand  limes-^wilh  which  American 
Tesselt  are  admitted  into  oar  colonies,  prefer- 
ring them  to  oar  own,  makes  ibese  people  be- 
lieve that  our  weakness  does  not  permit  us  ereo 
to  talk  lo  them  on  eijnal  terms,  much  [en  to  lake 
measures  which  may  injure  ibem.  From  hence 
spriaaa  the  great  opinion  (la  grcaide  opwiioft) 
iney  hare,  thai  the  intruder,  Josepb,  will  rule  in 
Spain  and  her  colooieai  and  hence  the  ineitc- 
nent  to  their  scandalous  eofiduct  in  promoting, 
by  every  means  ia  their  {lower,  the  maobinatiaae 


of  Joseph  to  oMfeb  biniaelf  ntiMet  of  our  aolcnriet, 
as  if  upon  that  depended  their  happiness. 

iTbe  determinalioD  of  making  war  on  Englend, 
and  of  irpating  Spain  with  contempt,  supposing 
that  her  nullity  did  Dotmiitle  brr  to  anything 
dee,  was  lakeB  by  the  present  Administration 
some  lime  sinee,  thoogh  rt  was  not  in  them  the 
determinetion  of  reason.  To  aeeomptiah  it,  they 
tbonght  of  forming  an  alliance,  oiTensive  and  de- 
fensive, between  Fraaee,  Rnasia,  DenaMirii,@m- 
den,  and  (he  United  Stales  ;  and  some  even  sop- 
pose  that  it  is  formed.  With  this  o^cet  ihcjr 
have  sent  Mr.  Adams  to  the  Court  of  Sl  Pctera* 
bur^b,  in  quality  of  Miotiur  Plwipoieniiary,  di- 
recting bin  to  eEamine  on  hie  way  (hacimd«tt 
nctimr  ai  paro)  the  Coiuts  of  Sloekhohn  and 
Copenhasen ;  but,  DotwithBtaading  ihie,  if  Sni- 
land  ibotnd  d inlay  her  energy,  in  however  snail 
■  degree,  and  if,  oa  ear  part,  some  vessel*  sbeaU 
be  tent  lo  their  ooasla,  and  some  treiy*  eboald 
draw  near  to  LoaieiBDa,  there  i*  reason  to  believe 
that  we  ebeutd  see  iheae  provinces  separated  and 
divided  inio  two  or  ibree  Republics,  and,  eonse- 
^neniJy,  they  would  remain  in  a  slate  of  perfect 
nnllicy  We  should  soon  have  from  tbe  Repub- 
lic of  tbe  North,  which  wonld  be  oar  frtenn,  all 
tbe  supplies  whieb  are  now  drawn  from  tba 
other*,  who  wonld  perish  from  poverty  and  quar- 
rels among  iheMselvea. 

Thi*  conntfy  is  now  wiibout  a  ceal,  wiih  a 
deittii  of  fovr  millions  of  dollars  In  her  revenue, 
wiihnot  laoreof  an  eKKtiva  army  than  sik  thou- 
sand despicable  men,  of  whom  two  thouvand  five 
bvBdrad,  that  they  had  at  New  Orteans,  are  re- 
d«eed  by  death  to  sis  hvndred;  and  allboi^ 
they  have  passed  a  law  lor  one  huadred  thoa- 
■ond,  tBueh  time  and  monef  will  be  nceesaary  to 
organize  then.  It*  nevy  is  for  the  most  part 
disarmed,  altboi^h  ihey  propose  to  arm  ii,  aid 
tbe  whole  of  it  is  redaeed  to  eight  or  nine  fri- 
gau*.  The  bllBda«ss  «f  these  people  is  soch, 
that  the  Beeieiary  of  the  Treasory  (OaUatin) 
speaking  with  Colonri  toftpk  de  Clensale*,  law 
QovernoT  of  Puno,  who,  from  hit  having  com* 
from  the  llanoa.  Dtaiieo,  end  other  proviaoe^ 
he  believed  (itoi  knowing  bis  iBtegriiy)lo  beoM 
of  tbe  many  emiisariea  of  NapoTeoa,  the  ca«* 
which  abounds  most  here,  offered  t«  htm  lb*  «oi^ 
stttntion  of  Paia«,  and  ofher  paper*  relative  te 
the  Uberty  -whieh  hefe  they  disnMe  aboai,  per- 
smding  him  to  send  them  (o  Masieo  and  oar 
other  eolooiee,  and  that  he  should  udeavor  lo 
indwie  tkem  to  nnite  Ihemsalrea  to  thi*  Repah- 
lie ;  that  here  thty  ynn  ready,  if  tbt*  sueecMM, 
to  move  near  to  ihem,  or  erea  to  plaoe  in  their 
eonnlry  the  seat  of  Qovcmmeoi.  These,  sir, 
ate  tbe  ideas  with  whiob  this  Administration  ■■ 
animated.  Nolwilhilai»diiig,  at  the  tibe  they 
observed  this  candoat,  they  sent  Oenenl  Sooiier 
io  the  cbaraeter  of  Hinieter  Plenipoientiiiry  to 
Bm>  Janeiro. 

Qod  preserve  yon  many  years. 

LUIS  DE  ONIS. 

To  THB  Caftaiii  Qehebal 
o^rAe  Provitw*  of  Otraccai. 
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ComniuiiicftMl  to  tha  Senate,  JuiiHjy  3S,  1611. 
n  the  KonorabU  the  Congrtn  q/'  the  Dnited  Statu, 
the  manorial  of  the  tubtenbtrt,  alUeat  of  the 
toum  of  Lexington,  and  county  of  Fayette,  and 
Slate  of  Kejitacky,  mpeetfuUy  thiuith.- 
Thkt  the  pment  ■{iDHlion  of  the  meehiDieii 
■nd  mBBBraetareni  of  the  Unlied  Slain,  ia  preu- 
liarl)'  inteTMting  lo  the  peopla  gearraWf,  sod 
well  deierves  the  alieDiion  orCongresi.  In  all 
the  act*  aod  deliberaiionB  of  Tour  honorable 
body,  it  appeart  to  yout  meraarialisM,  that  a  pre- 
dilection for  ibe  interest  of  commerce  has  always 
bMn  diGCOTertMe,  while  little  hai  been  done  in 
fkTor  of  the  iotaroal  industry  of  the  conoiry. 
Yonr  refeooe  lystein,  it  most  ba  coafe»ied,  hat 
afforded  it  lome  partial  protection  ;  but  that  tjrs- 
tetD  appean  to  have  been  calculated  oalv  for  the 
purpoiu  of  reveaae;  aod,  as  powerfully  aa  it 
night  be  made  to  encoara^  domestic  manufac- 
tures, DO  act  seemi  to  hare  been  adopted  with 
that  fiew;  on  the  contrary,  eommerce  has  met 
with  your  exduiire  proteeii'an  and  support.    To 

KOTe  this,  let  u«  refer  to  the  immense  sums  thai 
ve  been  espeoded  ID  the  fortification  of  the 
aMporis;  to  the  establishmeot  of  ■  nary  ;  to  the 
expenditures  occasioned  by  our  intercourse  with 
forciga  &atioiis)  to  ib«  dniies  which  bare,  beeu 
laid  on  foreiga  laDoage;  to  the  bounties  wbkh 
protect  (he  flsherieii  lo  the  credits  ^iven  lo  iner* 
abanUat  aurcastoai-housM;  aad,  la  fine,  to  the 
many  aacrifices  trbioh  have  beea  made  to  eoia- 
merca.  We  do  not,  however,  condetnn  ibat  pot- 
icy  which  give*  boanlie*  and  protection  to  ibe 
metcbani;  nor,  though  local  ia  it*  operation,  to 
the  topport  which  is  aSbrded  to  the  fisherman. 
Wefeel,upoD  (boiefiuhjects,as  Americans  should 
do.  Remote  as  we  are  siiuaied  from  the  seats  of 
commerce,  we  do  not  repine  at  those  ref  ulationi 
which  are  made  fur  its  beaefit,  and  ate  eonlcnl 
when  aay>pecjes  of  eaierprite  aod  indnstry  is 
eoeolKBged  by  the  QoTerameDl — for  we  know 
.  well,  that  thf  United  Butea  compoea  ao  exteo- 
aive  aalion,}  ibat  our  ctiiieoi  are  aeattcred  over 
an  immanse  conotrj^,  baviog  varioua  soils  and 
alimate*,  wiih  as  various  pnrsoita  adhpted  then- 
to ;  and  ibai  a  GoveMment  forming  Imwi  for  tbia 
{Mipalation  mtHt  cobbuU  the  wants  and  necessi- 
ties of  each,  and,  byalieodiDg  lo  parliculant,  pro- 
mole  the  gcoatal  good  of  the  whole.  We  com- 
plain only  because  the  proiectjoo  aad  eneourage- 
meat  of  industry  is  not  made  uaiveraal,  and  ex- 
landed  to  every  pursuit  which  it  known  in  our 
country.  If  it  ba  just  in  a  Repuhlio,  established 
for  the  common  good,  to  give  to  any  one  pursnii 
bounties,  eBCouragement,  and  protaction,  we  hold 
it  as  ao  undeniable  trnih,  that  all  other  pursuits 
are  eqnally  eniiiled  lo  them.  That  the  industry 
of  the  mechanics  aod  manufactures  should  like- 
wise be  protected,  appears  from  other  and  power- 
ful oonsMerations. 

The  rapid  accumulation  of  wealth  which  the 
United  States  have  made  since  the  wars  of  the 
Fnocfa  RcvdniioD,  waa  occasioned  by  an  nn- 


natural  extension  of  commerce,  and  an  nnnsra- 
rai  demand  for  the  produciioas  of  out  agricnl- 
lure.  The  labor  there  withdrawn  from  agricBl- 
he  ravages  of  contending  armies,  aad  the 
oiion  of  the  commercial  navy  of  coniioen- 
lal  Europe,  created  a  demand  for  out  pmdoce, 
and  gave  such  empbymrDt  (o  oar  shippif  and 
Each  encouragement  to  onr  merebanti  tsuoeea- 
<ioD  [hat  rapid  aecnmulatfoB of  Wealth, aid  diow 
ioieraal  iaaprovemenls  whieh  hare  eva  luon- 
isked  ourselves  and  been  the  w^ondcr  of  the 
world.  tTpoa  the  continnanca  of  this  mi  of 
thing*  we  are  not  to  depend.  An  elMiaal  wk  ia 
Europe  ia  not  to  be  eipecied;  tbe  ataie  is  bubsi- 
nral ;  and  experience  shows,  that  ooe  party  nast 
^ive  wa*  when  its  rasonrees  are  exbansted.  n  it 
1  bumbled  by  the  vieiories  of  its  citeniy.  Wbea 
hii  period  arrives,  wbat  has  heretofore  heea  Uh 
Ifeof  our  industry,  wilt  no  loo^r  animair  it 
and  we  ihatj  be  compdied  to  look  to  oitaet  re- 
sources to  preserve  the  wealth  vrhieh  we  hate 
aeqaircd.  But  how  cait  it  be  pmerved  if  we  do 
not  change  onr  system,  and  Canfrcw  does  not 
give  another  direction  to  the  indoscry  of  the 
counttyT  Where  shall  we  And  a  mxrket  for  Ibe 
prodnciiODs  of  our  soil?  And  where  will  oar 
shipping  find  employment? 

A  brief  view  of  the  history  of  oar  eomtacree. 
we  conceive,  will  place  this  sabjeet  in  a  proper 


lofv 


Before  our  Revolniiooary  mr,  oar  marteb 
were  in  thedomin)Dai>of  Great  Britafa,  snisneh 
of  the  colonies  of  European  Powers  ai  we  coald 
obtain  admittance  into  by  ■moggliag.  After  the 
peace  of  1783,  we  lost  the  regular  markM  of  the 
former ;  and  the  latter,  being  precatiou  in  its 
natare,  was  of  little  moment.  Such  were  the 
colonial  and  commercial  systems  of  Enropc.  ai 
n«Ilo  permit  the  introduction  into  their  domia- 
toBB,  oraittel«)  vrhieh  they  could  prodaee  tbem- 
selves,  unless  in  seasons  of  scarcity  ;  so  thai  dor- 
inr  the  period  of  time  which  elapaed  hetweea  the 
acknowledgment  of  our  indepeadeaee  aod  the 
eommencemeoi  of  the  French  RevotaiinB,  all  tk 
our  citizeos  who  depended  upon  foreiga  coot, 
merce,  were  often  reduced  to  great  distress.  The 
imporiatioD  of  foreign  commodities  drained  ni  oT 
our  treasures;  and  onr  other  eomnaerec  did  boi 
bring  ns  back  a  correspondent  proponion  ot  the 
precious  metals.  Have  we  discovered  that  theie 
exists  ia  the  breaat  of  the  rulevs  of  Europe iny 
disposition  to  abandon,  upon  the  retnn  of  pe*ee, 
their  systems  of  commerce?  Kvea  dari^  ih« 
wars  wfaieb  have  raged  for  a  few  yvara  fwt  they 
have  renewed  their  prohibitions  wheacrer  they 
could  do  without  us.  In  times  of  peace,  the  Pow- 
ers of  Europe  can  supply  ihemMvei  and  theit 
colonies  with  all  the  provisions  whiet  they  may 
hare  occasion  for.  Their  edonies  can  rival  m 
in  tobacco,  aod  in  all  the  raw  naierials  whiek 
they  want  for  maBnfaeture*.  '  Ib  thcii  ports  wc 
are,  thetefore,  lo  expect  a  pennaBcnt  market  fat 
a  small  part  of  oor  prodnetioat  only,  aitd  hot  aa 
imceitaiB  and  temporary  ooe  for  the  balk  of 
them.  Asia  and  Africa  want  nothiag  frea  tn. 
We  hazard  ootbing,  then,  when  wc  astot,  that 
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fter  the  wars  of  Kurope  are  orer,  foreigo  itiAr- 
eis  will  not  be  found  for  our  surplus  produce,  and 
hat  we  nhall  be  compelled  to  look  ai  home  for 
he  Teward  o(  our  labor.  Asoiher  fact,  perhaps, 
lUgh  t  not  to  pass  onnoticed.  Oui  country  is  rap- 
dly  increasing  in  populacbii,  and  its  surplus  pro- 
luce  for  exportation  must  increase  in  «n  equa'l 
alio.  Not  so  the  demand  o(  foreign  markets. 
VII  those  circurhslances  combine,  in  the  opinion 
if  your  mem  oris  lists,  to  Bhow  the  policy  of  direct* 
Dg  the  indusiry  of  our  cidzeas  into  such  chan- 
leTs  as  will  not  be  alTecled  by  the  edicts,  regula- 
Btions,  aod  wars  of  Europe;  and  to  prepare,  in 
ime,  tor  that  change  in  business,  wbicQ  must 
ake  placp,  (and  lo  the  general  disCress  of  the 
:ouniry,)  when  a  peace  there  will  put  an  end  tO 
lur  carrying' trade,  and  destroy  ihe  markets  for 

*     "lange  like  this,  in  the  direction  of  ^pital 
i,_-  /;. . .„  j,(,„f  merao- 

:  important  market  be 
Lt  home,  so  Iftrge  a  proportion  of  oar  property 
iriH  not  be  subjected  to  the  depredations  of  the 
jirates  of  the  oceaa ;  end  the  people,  less  embar- 
asseil  by  the  interrnptions  of  commerce,  will 
nore  readily  anile  in  raeasnres  calcalated  to  rin- 
licate  the  honor,  and  assert  the  rights  "bf  the 
laiion.  To  prove  this,  let  us  appeal  to  facts ;  the 
■nost  recent,  and,  of  course,'  the  most  convincing, 
lave  hhppened  within  a  few  years.  The  edicts  of 
P'rance  and  England,  which  produced  the  em- 
Dargo,  occasioned,  also,  the  iDierrnpiioa  of  that 
:onimerce,  upon  which  much  labor  depended  for 
employment,  the  merchant  for  his  profits, and  the 
farmer  for  the  sale  of  his  prodnctions.  Some 
capital  was  Idle,  many  vessels  were  rotting  iaour 
ports,  produce  foand  no  market,  and  the  plough 
ID  some,  places  was  abandoned.  PHtrioiJEDi  would 
prompt  us  lo  suffer  for  our  country.  But  the 
sailor  cannot  feed  himself  in  port;  the  ftrmer 
dislikes  to  lose  his  crops;  the  merchant  looks 
with  impatience  upon  blasted  prospects  and 
ruined  fortunes ;  and  few  will  be  content  lo  lire 
on  patriotism  while  their  families  &re  xiarvina. 
Had  our  acting  capital  given  life  to  domestic 
puieuiis  1  had  it  given  emplorment  to  labor ;  had 
our  provisions  been  consumed,  and  our  raw  mate- 
rials been  fabricated  by  domestic  artisans,  instead 
of  the  farmer  being  compelled  to  look  abroad  in 
search  of  a  market  for  both,  we  should  ooi  hate 
felt  so  much  the  pressure  of  the  embargo,  nor 
would  our  inlereat  have  warred  with  our  patriot- 
ism. This  is  the  course  of  human  events,  and 
history  proves,  that  Ihe  rulers  of  nations  have 
always  been  obliged  to  accommodate  their  dif- 
ferences with  others,  upon  better  or  worse  condi- 
ccordiog  as  the  contest  bore  heavy  or  not 
leiroi^D  people.  Were  the  citizens  of  the 
Jniteil.States,  however,  in  thesituationalluded  to, 
how  different  would  be  the  atiitnde'whieh  our 
Ooveromeut  eonid  assume!  And  how  mDch^less 
would  I'oieigQ  Powers  calculate  upon  escitinga 
clamor  against  it  by  Ihe  interruption  of  our  com- 
agoaiioD  1^  our  business, 
iceoaittry  coineide*  with 


upon 
Unite 


the  political  and  national  considerations  wbicEi 
we  have  enumerated  in  support  of  domestic  man- 
factures,  has  been  the  opinion  6f  the  most  en- 
lightened statesmen  of  whom  America  can  boatf, 
and  moreover,  appears,  from  very  obvious  reasons. 
Upon  the  quantum  of  its  labor  is  said  to  depead 
the  wealth  of  a  nation.  .But,  to  create  wealth, 
labor  must  be  productive;  and  those  puntiita 
which  put  most  of  it  into  aciinn  seem  beii  oalcn- 
lated  to  make  it  so.  There  is  no  pursuit — agri- 
cullDTe  excepted — which  has  an  effect  of  tbis 
Batnre,  equal  to  that  of  the  mechanic  and  raanu-  , 
facturer.  The  mainifaetnrer  works  up  otir  raw 
materials,  aad  consumes  our  provisions.  'Wliat 
be  earns  is  kipt  at  home,  and  ia  alm'ost  imme- 
diately circulated  again,  br  various  chaRtieli, ' 
through  loci'ety.  The  mercbant  it  b^  no  means 
so  useful  s  character;  part  of  his  gams  are  sent 
abroad,  and  paid  away  tc>  foreigners.  The  me- 
cbanle  and  manufkctorer  likewiae  eontribnte  to 
make  the  country  really  independent,  by  furnish- 
ing those  sopplles  which  we  should  otherwise  be 
dependent  for  on  foreign  oations.  ,The  ualioa 
which  products  but  a  small  pari  of  what  she  cas 
consume,  or  groirs  but  few  articles,  we  hare 
already  seen,  must  always  be  a  dependent  one. 
Her  wants  cannot  be  regularly  supplied,  artd  her 
hnsiness  appears  subjected  to  embarrassment. 
Say,  that  her  pursuit  is  com,merce.  When  that 
is  interrupted,  as, for  example,  it  has  been  for  the 
last  sixteen  years  in  Holland,  and  how  soon  will 
she  become  impoverished  and  disiressedl  Let 
her  pursuit  be  exclasivety  agriculture;  and  the 
depression  ef  markets  (which  oas  onen  been 
Ihe  case  with  respect  to  our  provisions,  tobacco, 
and  cotton,)  will  paralyze  the  indn^itry  and  enter- 
prise of  the  nation.  Whereas  the, multiplication 
and  diversity  of  pursuits  would  give  a  country 
resources  which  others  coald  not  deprive  her  of; 
and  the  industry  of  one  part  of  it  would  cherish, 
invigorate,  and  support  tnat  of  another.  Nor  can 
it  be  an  unimportant  consideration,  that  the  in- 
crease of  mamifacturea  woaid  tend  (o  keq>  at 
home  Ihe  precious  metals,  the  principal  and  the 
most  conveoieni  as  well  as  the  mOst  nsefnl  rep- 
reseniatire  of  wealth  and  labor.  Desirable,  how- 
ever, as  it  may  be  to  encourage  manufacture  it 
can  bt  done  efiWlually  only  by  Congress.  The 
meebanic  and  the  mannfaciurer  in  the  United 
8iateB  has  to  contead  with  obstacles  unknown  - 
to  the  foreigner.  The  British  manufacturer,  bit 
great  competitor,  is  protected  by  prejudice,  by  Ihe 
course  of  business,  by  the  low  price  of  labor,  and 
the  skill  of  his  workmen,  bnt  above  all,  by  iha 
stfenglh  of  his  capital,  and  the  bounties  and  ea- 
eouragement. given  to  him  by  his  Governroeol. 
And  upon  almost  all  heavy  articles,  as  to  which 
an  American  has  the  best  bpportu^ity  of  riral- 
liog  him,  those  bounties  and  encouragements  ara' 
more  than  equal  lo  the. freight,  charf^,  and  in- 
surance upon  Ihe  manufactured  article.  The 
American  manufacturer  is  ai  present  poor;  he 
has  building*  to  erect,  workmen  to  teach,  and 
powerrol  prejudices  to  overcome;  his  limited 
capital  often  makes  it  necessary  for  him  to  force 
matkett,  while  hia  opponni  can  wait  for,  or  oom- 
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,  JMd,  ii  if  M  be  fHied, 

thai  iK«  (4H«ifMr  wiil  parpowty  Mck  opportn- 
aiiin  lodrpreu  inarkeu,  in  oidet  to  remove  ttte 
AoBerickB  out  of  bji  inf.  Soch  bmre  orun  been 
■he  rOecli  of  ihe  JMlouay  of  trade.  Prrmit  o^ 
while  upon  ihii  lobjeet,  to  remind  yoar  ttoDoia- 
ble  bodf  of  the  celebrated  eoaieic  between  the 
Briiiib  aDd  Dutcfa,  with  the  imperial  Ecm  India 
Compan*;  wkere  the  fotioer,  by  defUMttnc  the 
price*  of  comnHKJiiiea,  •acceedcdin  anDihilatiof 
or  roisiog  tbe  laiter,  *ufpMted  ai  ii  wai  by  tha 
waiflbt  aad  tteaauiai  of  (be  Brnperor  Joteph  j  a 
fate  whicii  majr  attend  naajr  asiablisbmcoli  in 
Aai«rii;a. 

Wbea  we  aak  for  adequate  protection  from 
loDorown  manulactareB,wa  are  aware 
Je>  whicb  wiil  be  excited  againit  iii. 
,.  t  will  be  aaked,  tax  one  portion  of  tlie 
people  ta  benefit  Bootkerl  We  aaawer,  for  tbe 
Mnefit  of  ike  whole,  and  to  equalize  the  impoaU 
wfaieh  are  laid  to  lupporl  GoTernmcat.  Impoita 
levied  wiib  lbi«  view  ii  biu  taking  from  one 
iiMket  what  ii  abnodaaily  repaid  to  the  other. 
Whalerer  give*  life  to  the  domeMtc  indniiry  of 
tb«  eottotrj  benefits  every  mwi  ia  ii.  Whaierei 
Mim«  are  paid  to  keep  oar  reaouiees  at  home  it 
not  loiC  A*  in  ibe  human  frame,  it  ii  like  ilw 
vein*  retuiniog  blood  to  the  heart,  whereby  the 
whole  arstem  mar  be  replenished.  Snob  are  the 
le«KMt  luraiibed  oy  experianee.  How  haa  Oteat 
BriuUo  became  the  first  eammerciil  and  maou* 
fiMartog  oaiion  in  the  world  1  By  her  luperior 
an*  and  industry  1  No.  fn  tbcue  the  ii  riTalled 
lif  ket  ytcai  competitor— by  her  nystem  of  re- 
auielioa  aad  protection;  b^  those  regulatidnt 
which  encourage  hei  own  commerce  and  manu- 
faeinreijaDd  bjr  depressing  those  of  foreigu  na- 
tioiM.  What  Me  can  make  and  produce  herself 
•be  BuRers  no  country  to  supply  her  wiib.  By 
these  mean*  she  has  made  the  industry  of  all  na- 
UOB*  ber  Iribuiary,  and  by  these  meant  aha  bat 
moBOpolijed  ibe  oommeree  of,  and  Buoufactureid 
for  th«  world.  Bat  the  rfleot  of  our  own  dis* 
crimiiMting  datiet  opon  foreign  tonnage,  and 
that  pratecting  system  which  has  raised  the  fish< 
erict  of  New  Bogtsad  from  inai^cificaoce,  to  be 
the  BrM  in  the  world,  show  sufficiently  the  eflecii 
produced  upon  ihe  industry  of  ■  nation  by  thi* 
system  of  restriction  and  proieetion.  Admitting, 
howenr,  that  a  syttem  like  this  may  operate  at 
a  tax  upuD  the  industry  of  one  pan  of  the  coun- 
try, at  the  expense  of  another,  it  caanot  loog  be 
so.  When  the  domestic  maoufaetuftr  shall  have 
acquired  experieoea,  and  bis  laborvrs  are  com- 
pletely instmcted  in  their  businext;  tod  wlien, 
by  iodualry  and  sucoffs,  be  ^ball  have  acquired 
capital  lumcient  to  eoable  him  to  extend  his  busi- 
mt—i  tbo  naiurst  effect  will  be  to  reduce  his 
price*  to  a  very  moderate  prufitj  and  lower  often 
than  what  Ihe  same  aniek  could  be  afforded  for 
from  abroad. 

But  would  not  good  policy  dictate  that  the 
United  Statet  should  meet  reitriciion  bv  restrio- 
tion,  and  ooqteod  in  ibis  way  againtt  all  nation* 
who  wish  to  make  our  labor  and  industry  tribu- 
tary U>  tb«m  1    ShiU  we  not  be  blind  toourown 


iatefot  if  wc  owii  doiag  sol  RrfKr. 
oor  pDUiecfaaiaetcrsdeelucdihtiKLj 
ahoi^  be  eneoniagcd,  aad  fuui  j 
eitizcna  ofiea  -been  who  kite  ottkiK. 
Bat  ikay  most  hare  «omethit«aatM 
ta  soppon  ibcfn  ibaa  pnite.  tTfinc. 
meats  can  prevent  ifcem  fatacktni;.* 
can,  and  probably  wiUda)fiaalau^j 
to  the  proprictora,  upericace  wHt  dm  i 
a&ctunr  that  his  omhict  bu  beti  en . 
vain;  and  ill  taceeta  will  dttcroUn  j 
tame  pursuit.  Tbia  latter  rtaiifcfum'i 
will  have  its  due  weigbl  wiik  Co^ 
eially  when  ihe  circDnsiaBca  in  r,. 
under  wbicfa  oor  mosf  eostidnslli  a;.i 
ries  were  eataUisb^d.  The  amiarn;. 
hot  particularly  the  evbugo  ict.li);'' 
ing  the  trade  of  Knropft  emtfdite 
anielct  which  could  act  te  otniailici. 
and  tosopply  wbicb  maar  wntlik^:.-- 
ereeted.  Oai  of  oneestaUitkiMKRiE. 
U  Coagrest  are  disposed  lo  tat»mf;\ 
is  the  time.  A  mameni  to  fum»  . 
may  not  occur  for  years — sioM  iiai;J- 
. disposed  to  engage  in  ihcn  if  i»i>s( 
netted  prove  suecessfuL  SaeetMsaKi 
step  with  poptUarity,  and  prodBRti== 
foUowers;  whereas,  miafnttBie  b^s' 
effeei.  Damped  would  this  tfiik  it  -- 
peeled  aettlemeat  of  out  dilertiKBK.- 
nations  were  to  occaaion  locb  a  i^ 
mga  commoditiet  as  taaadmtlia^i^ 
lurera.  Then  tboae  buildipfi,  wakK- 
wareboout,  upon  which  so  bkIj: 
moiKy  hat  been  expended,  wtiU  ba;- 
ikeir  proprietor*,  with  the  Laii«ri«>i| 
have  the  additional  monifieatKHtfH^ 
eted  merely  as  prpjeciori. 

Bui  should  our  dispntet  witiiMP' 
and  IA  war,aod  at  tbisauxneii,'^!"  I 
of  maritime  Uw  are  hourly  pwehiit-; 
paaaelal  pursuits  of  all  neainl  niii«<,i;''| 
rupied  by  the  great  belligeKai  Pom^'^' 
when  old  Staiea  are  daily  oiaimni' ; 
kiagdoB*  are  as  often  ereeiedj  ■*""'' | 
late  upon  praaerring  peace  for  i  ow  . 
not  ■  Coos'^^i^'O'l^  "'  ^'^'  '*''  f" 
port  of  the  mechanics  and  [DMoIii«n-| 
country  much  eocourajfe  liiiw  ^^-^ 
disposed  to  devote  their  capiul '"'''' „| 
aadas  mncb  assist  our  Go  vera  m""""  J' 
ous  ptosecuiiou  of  war  J  ^•'•J""* 
vision  for  the  permanent  MppMi"''.^ 
in  any  war  in  which  you  BUglUMpe'^ 
be  used  as  a  great  meant  toaniwi'  ^ 
as  well  as  the  shipping  o(  ibe  GaiM^  ^ 
heretofore  depended  upon  io'*'P^\^v 
ply  of  cordage  and  sail  cleili'  '' ,^ 
clothing  also  for  tha  nary  aao  »^^: 
upon  the  interBal  retonrceaof '■'T^j 
topply  of  tiiose  arlielei  Tie  W,^; 
WM  depend  upon  ike  booeov^'* 
ply  and  tale  of  everyihiDg.     ,    ^  r.> 

The  laechaaic  and  "-""^""jL-^- 
proieaiioD  which  Cooft»wc«"''j*^i»c 
work  With  apirit,  eonfldeadr  "J^ 
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stant  remirneFKlioii  fortbtir  labor.  Wbftber, 
however,  [bu  protectioo  iliould  be  affgrded  bf 
boHDtin,  or  by  probibitory,  or  proucting  daiiM 
upon  all  Brticlti  wbich  ib«  coiwu;  md  prodsM, 
or  in  whole  or  in  put  bf  loaai,  aa  rwommeadttd 
bjr  the  prcaeal  8eer«taT)r  of  (he  Ttmiary,  the 
>Bb*cribers  will  not  pte«iin«  to  point  oat.  We 
will,  however,  ataie  Ibai,  m  oapiial  is  much 
irant««l  bj  meehanim  and  minafaclttrers,  a  coni- 
bioatlon  of  tbote  ineans,  might  be  attended  vitb 
salaiarf  effects. 

Aa  cttiiens  of  the  State  of  Eentuclt)',  iwrroit 
as  to  add  B  few  coDsidemtioni,  Hriaing  out  of  tbe 
local  sicoation  of  our  eouatrf.  Keotucky  ts  rich 
Id  soil,  bat  re moteljr  situated  from  tbe  sea U  of 
coaameroe.  Qu  proxinity  to  lodiatii  nod  Ohio 
subjects  her  to  ooDtiooal  diaias  of  treuuM  for 
the  purchase  of  ibe  ITniied  States'  lands.  Large 
sums  of  ipaney  are  aDnaally  sent  off  for  foreign 
productionsj  and  tb«  HMrcbants  of  the  United 
States,  who  are  ibe  real  col^etors  of  the  reTenoe, 
pay  our  duties  to  the  Treasary.  Protected  as  we 
are  by  tbe  sirong  ■»)  of,  aod  attacbed  to,  tbe 
Union,  with  this  arraagement  we  are  salisSed. 
But  when  tbe  fisheries  of  New  Sagland  are  not 
only  protected  by  duties,  but  encouraged  by 
bounties;  wh«n,c6inparatiTely  Kpeakiog,  nopub- 
lic  cnooeys  are  expended  hers,  but  all  at  Waab- 
jngton  and  on  the  seaboaid^  lor  the  auppon  of 
Gorernmeni  and  the  protection  of  a  oomoHrcf^ 
in  which,  fsom  our  local  and  insaUr  situation, 
veeanaoi  participate;  we  think  we  hare  a  right- 
ful and  JDst  claim  to  some  iademnification;  aod 
Ibis  can  only  be  girea  to  ua  by  eaoouragiiig  and 

'  protectiug  our  ialeroal  industry. 

'       Wheretore,  we  pray  that  Cangreas  wjU  .lalu 

'   this  subject  into  consideratioa,  and,  as  in  duty 

'  bound,  we  shall  erer  pray,  Ac. 

LBWrs  SANDERS. 

'  Aitd  one  hundred  and  twtlte  oA6n. 


SINKlNa  FUND 

ICmmamuMaA  to  *•  SaaBte,rabrHi74,  laiL] 
The  Commitaioiien  of  the  Biaking  Vand  re- 
spectfully report  to  Congress,  as  follow*: 

That  themeaiureawhielt  haTebeenaathofized 
by  Ibe  board,  nbseqiKBt  lo  their  lait  report,  of 
the  3d  of  I'ebmaryi  1810,  solar  as  the  tame  have 
been  completed,  are  ftflly  detailed  in  tbe  report  of 
tbeeeer«tkryoftbeTreatiiry,tothis  board,  dated 
the  flrst  dajr  of  the  pfesent  month,  and  in  the 
statements  therein  referred  to,  which  are  herewith 
transmitted,  and  prayed  to  be  reeeised  as  part  of 
this  report. 

a.  CLINTON,  Prmidau  of  Senate. 
R.  SMf  TO,  Seentan  of  AfaXe. 
a;  GALLATIN,  SecW  Tnamrv. 
C.  A.  RODNEY,  AWy  Gen.  V.  3. 
WitafliitoTOii,  Ab.  3, 1810. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  respectfully  n- 
foris  to  the  Cammissioaert  pf  (he  Sinking  Fund : 
llthCoH.  SdSsss.— 41 


^hatthebatawilf  aseaaye  adwacsd  on  aeoewrt  of  ■ 
the  publia  debt,  reaitiiuB«  UBaipeodad  at  &•  do* 
of  the  year  ISDB,  and  spplieable  to  p^^meacls  falling 
doe  sfUr  thai  year,  which  baUnce,  aa  appears  by  the 
sUtemsnt  B,  annesad  to  the  hsl  annual  report, 
sMSuntM]  to  ....      ysei.lOS  33 

Togsther  with  iha  sdum  diibuned  du- 
ring the  yeu  ISOff,  from  the  Treas- 
>>_  «>  .<««..i  of  ti,,  pi^eipal  and 


luj,  vn  Kwuut  ui  lam  pmiEfJu  ana 
■BtsMat  of  tha  public  debt ;  which 
sons,  aa  amMars  by  statement  C, 
aaneied  to  the  tiat  aannal  report. 


<,4«4M  B* 


Hara  been  aseonnted  fcr  in  the  foUowhlf  manner : 

L  There  was  repaid  into  ths  Treasury,  during  tbe 
year  ISOV,  on  account  of  the  principal  of  mnneya 
beralolbre  advanced  for  the  payment  of  tbe  fbreiaa 
debt,  aa  appears  by  tha  statement  B,  annexed  to  So 
last  annual  report,  aaom  of  -  993  SO 

n.  The  sums  actually  afqiUed  daring 
the  sBuas  year  to  UB  payment  of  tbe 
piutdpat  and  interest  of  the  public 
Mbt,as  aacaHaiiMd  by  aceonats  ren- 
dered to  tbe  Treasury  D^iartment, 
BDOont,  aa  will  aKtear  by  the  state- 
ment A,  to  90,748.708  97,  Tjz : 

1.  Paid  in  reimbursement  of  the  princi- 
pal of  the  debt,  including  tha  last  in- 
atalmcDtorthe  Dutch 
debt  -  93,S2S,5M  OB 

3.  Paid  on  account  of 
thtiuterestsndehsT- 
ges  on  the  public  debt    S,9I7,144  BI 

8,74S,70e  9T 

m.  The  balance  rsmunioganaxpend- 
ed  at  the  close  of  the  year  1809,  ai^ 
appUcabla  to  payments  &lluig  doe 
after  that  year,  as  ascertained  bj  ac- 
counts rendered  totheTreassiyBe- 
paitmant,  amounted,  as  wiU  appear 


97,103,801  86 

That,  during  tbe  yaar  ItlD,  the  fdlowlng  diabuwe- 
menia  Ware  made  out  of  At  Treasury,  on  account  of 
the  principal  and  IntarsM  of  the  public  debt,  via; 
I.  On  account  of  the  interest  andreimbmaementof  the 

domestic  fonded  debt      -        -         -    97,157,398  08 
n.  On  account  of  the  interest  on  the 

Louisiana  stock,  lud  on  eidianged 

and  coQTcrted  slocks,  payable   in 

Eniope  -       -        -       -        SHST^  U 


■narkad  C,  t 


.   «8,001,973  43 


Whkh  diabureementa  were  made  out  or  tbe  Mlowbg 
fimda,  sis: 

L  From  tha  ftinds  constituting:  the  annual  apprqut* 
ation  of  eight  miBions  of  doUus  far  the  year  1810,  Tii: 
From  the  fund  ariaihg  itom  the  interest  on  the  debt 

tran&rred  to  the  credit  of  the  Commisrioners  of  the 
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Siakuiff  Fund,  MpnaMenwiitl  -  9^flitfim9i 
Froo)  the  fbnd  aTiniiK  &om  the  idw 

of  public  Und*,  being  Ote  aiaoaDt 

pud  into  the  TrcMnry  from  IM  Oc- 

lobar,  1809,  to  30th  Septunber,  1810, 

u  per  (Uteucnt  K  -  •  -  6TS,417  M 
Fi«ro  the  pn>«cedi  of  dntiM  on  gooda, 

w>TM,   ind  mereluDdua,  imported, 

UtdonthslDimagaaf  Toaaeb    -        -    fi,S79,BI6  47 


Amounting  to 
Which  lum  of 
TogoOiBTwith  the 

■dvuioBd  during  the 

yeai  180S,  on  Kcoont 

of   the  appropriaiion 

fbi    the    jear    1810, 

amountiag,  a*  pei  laat 

annual  report,  to        -  1,087  79 


7,9Se,9IS  >I 


7,098,913  31 


Hakes  the  amouot  of 
appropriation  for  the 
year  1810  ■        ■  88.000.000  00 


IL  From  repajmrnta  into  the  Tieaa- 
nrj  on  acconni  u  advaDcea  t«  Commia- 
•imen  of  Loana,  aa  will  appear  hj  the 
atatement  E,  viz: 
Repajmeol  of  principal  advanced  from 

Uw  Traaanry    -        -        $3,639  37 
Inlereat  recovareil  -  4S0  85 


3,060  » 


8,001,973  43 
Hut  the  aboTa-mentioned   diabuiae* 
menla,  together  with  the  above  ataled 
balinea  which  remained  unexpend- 
ed at  the  close  of  the  year  1810,  of         380,999  08 

And  amounting,  together,  to      -        -    $8.86tt,97a  11 


Will  be  accounted  for  in  the  neit  annual  report,  ia 
conformity  to  the  accounta  nhjch  ahall  then  have  been 
rendered  to  the  Treaaary  Department 

Thst,  in  the  mean  while,  the  manner  in  which  the 
aaid  aum  hai.been  applied  ia  ettimated,  aa  fbllowB : 
L  The  repaymenta  into  the  Treaaury,  on  account  of 

the  principal,  have,  during  the  year  1310,  amoanted, 
-    aa  W  Ihe  above  menltoaed  lUHmaat 

E,  to 9ifia»  S7 

II.  The  aoiM  actually  apj^ied,  dtnriag 
'    the  year  1810,  to  ttie  principal  and 

intmeat  of  the  public  debt,  are  eati< 

mated  aa  followa : 
I.  Paid  in  reimburaemenl  of  Ibe  princi- 
pal of  the  public  debt,  and  iacludini 

Iha  whole  of  the  eichangad  aii  per 

cent,  atock  -  $6,183,478  93 

S.   Paid  aa  account  of 

inlereat   and  chargei 

on  the  aame      -        -     2,698,684  10 


Aa  will  appetr  by  the  eitimate  F. 
IIL  The  balance  which  remained  unex- 
pended, at  the  cloae  of  the  year  1810, 
and  applicable  to  paymeDti  Uling 
due  after  that  year,  la  eatimated,  pet 
eatimate  G,  at 


S3,r.l  C 


Hiat,  ia  conlbnBil;  telhertaahitioadrditCiM- 
aioneisof  tlte  Kokinf  Faitd,ef  A]Ril?U,l91D.tia 
waa  leimbaraed,  at  the  oleaa  oflbariu  lBlt,tki» 
doe  of  the  aidwnBad  aix  per  cent.  Mod,  imwm 
to  •3,7t>l,l)6  M;  which  ann  af  $1,751,111  Xfan 
a  part  of  iheenm  of  C6,lta,47a  S3,  doimuda 
the  amount  of  the  priacipd  of  tb*  pidiiE  Ui  Rn- 
buraed  in  the  year  1810. 

And  thai  the  atatement  H  aihibiU  Ikimuil 
■tocfc  tranifened  to  the  Uomnjiwimian  «f  lb  Jatii 
Fund,  and  to  the  T'reaaurer  of  the  Uniad  lnH,i> 
truit  for  aaid  State*,  and  atanding  to  tti<irtn&ab 
booba  of  the  TreuuTj,  on  the  Slat  Deceiibn,1illii 
ttocka  haiiag  been  tiatuferred.  in  ptfont  b  U 
during  the  year  1810. 

All  which  ia  reapectfnUy  aotuniltri. 

ALBERT  CAlLim 

TaiJiBraT  DiPiETwiar,  Feb.  1,  I81i, 

[The  tabular  slatemenU  are  oniuti.] 


SETTLERS  OK  THE  PUBUC  LAMi. 
[Communicated  to  the  Hoaia,  liBDUjt,IJlL! 

The  Secfeiarr  of  ihs  TwatorT,  in  *^"»« 
to  the  reaolntion  of  the  House  ofRepTBomim 
of  the  17ih  nliimo,  respectfnilf  reporu; 

That,  in  conformity  with  iheproiiuoisrfiit 
act  "to  prevent  «ettlements bein? tnul"* '"'' 
ceded  to  ihe  United  Siaies,  onlii  nMorafJlr 
law,"  the  Regislers  of  the  land  dismcisouunl 
west  of  Pearl  river,  in  the  "Misiiwippi"  '^f""^-- 
were  inairneted  to  give  public  n(iiwiif<^''f^ 
Bod  to  invite  persoaawbo  had  seiilriMi^tP'''" 
laoile  to  ivait  themael  ve«  of  Ihe  perminiiD  i"»^^ 
n  them  by  the  act  to  remain  isttnwuii"^ 
on  their  »ianin([  tleclaraiiotis  thii  iIkt'""" 
claim  to  the  tand.  Copy  of  which  luimuw 
(marked  A,}  ii  hereto  annexed. 

That  it  will  appear,  from  theidtetoli"'^ 
titer  of  tho  Land  Office  weat  of  P«H nm>»J 
S8ih  of  March,  1807,  and  from  tli«  '™»<"P* 
permiMioh  granted  ia  thttdiitiiBiniiiKb^ 
(copiea  of  which,  marked  B.Bi,>**  ^21 
her«io  aone^ad-.)  that  the?  di*  gwtFiiJr  "JpT 
with  tba  provisions  of  the  bw,ud«ip'"'^' 
rations  isquireti  from  them. 

That  no  ■' 


,be(w<dwto 

been  received,  respesiiag  iatiiuicu  <",'i|''"  . 
Unds  in  tlMLtdi»tlfiet,n«iiiitaU..«i,t>''« 
inuudera  nre  numerous,  ot  I»f"r"f'"ir 
Und,  those  only  excepted  wbodetirnW'"^ 
from  certain  species  of  British  mi*  Sp"j*j5,. 
on  which  CongretiK  baa  not  yMBM*'"^ 

^^Th^tno  returns  of  pennisjioMf«"j,*''j!{ 
Pearl  river  were  recriVri  fro-  1^"^"'?^"^ 
of  that  Und  Office,  and  that  ike  "■  ™6,™ 
ing  them  hofl  ^xpifed  before  tin  P*"""  '^ 
was  appointed  to  th^t  office.  ,    .  „u 

Th^although  no  official  i»f«"»?'«^^ 
received  by  thia  department  «»P«''°f  .^jjj 
ber  of  intraders,  in  that  dis'fi'i-^Ji  :  Vsfi- 
all  Ibe  settlements  on  theri'erMsW',!  ^j^ 
ciwily  kBowtt  tlutt  tfcey  we  ihm«  bs""^ 
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Seta»t  on  tte  AiUic  Laadt. 


in  anr  other  part  ef  the  Hiariwippi  Territory ; 
but  thai  it  baa  oerer  been  ROgnrteid  that  any  oi 
tbrm  (aid  »Dy  claim  to  the  land. 

That  ibfl  metsores  taken  prior  to  the  year  1810, 
for  carrying  the  proTisioas  of  the  law  into  efiect 
la  Madtton  couoty,  are  detailed  in  the  report, 
made  on  the  15th  day  of  December,  1809,  to  the 
Hoase  of  Representatives,  and  which  is  respect- 
ful ly,  referred  m. 

That,  iafoniwtira  hiring  been  anbiegiientty 
receiTed  tbat  tha  alaim  of  Michael  HaitiMb,  a 
Yazoo  cjaiinaiit,  wat  rcTired,  and  that  he  re- 
maiued  on  the  land,  the  cabjeei  was  anin  laid 
before  the-  Prcti dent,  and  the  inrormatioQ  «am- 
mnaicated  to  the  Seerelary  of  War,  as  will  ap- 
pear by  the  eorreipondeiiae,  (marked  C.) 

That,  no  power  being  rested  in  the  Secietary 
of  the  TreaiDtr,  or  in  any  of  the  taud  officers,  to 
take  BDyiDeaMire*  for  lh«  remoTal  erf  intrtidera, 
the  ketoaL  orders  given  io  this  instanee  to  that 
effect  did  not  fall  within  the  prorinee  of,  and 
were  not  traoiinitied  by,  the  Treaaary  Deptrt- 
ment. 

And  rhkt,  as  it  is  not  made  the  panlcnlar  duty 


HI  i>  neither  checked  „         _, --- 

known  to  iha  ExecBtive,  until  its  nifignitaae  bai 
become  sneh  ai  to  require,  far  its  tuppiessiofl,  the 
applieation  of  military  force. 

All  which  is  retpectfoIlT  submitted. 

ALBERT  QALLATIN. 


Copy  of  ■  letter  frotn  the  Seeratuy  of  the  Trepiaiy  to 


west,  and  NiehoUs  Peikine,  Es^.,  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  omI,  of  Pesj-I  rivet. 

Tbe*8d«v  Dbpabtmbkt,  Marek  S8, 1307. 
SiBi  I  enclose  the  copy  of"  An  acttopreveat 
•cttlement*  being  made  on  lands  ceded  to  the 
Doited  Slates,  until  anthorized  bylaw." 

It  U  thereby  enastad,  1st.  That  peraoaa'wha  had 
settled  on  the  publie  land*  befete  the  paastng  of  the 
aet,  Hareh  S,  IWT,  and  did  on  tbat  day  leside  oa 
the  Mma,  may,  by  applicaiioa  to  the  Roister,  or 
to  the  Bister's  apeeial  deputy,  obtain,  en  oec 
lain  condiliom,  perminion  to  remaia  «a  eoeh 
lauds. 

3d.  That  it  shall  be  lawfal  for  the  Freaidenlof 
the  United  Stales  to  remove  all  thoae  who  may 
settle  on  the  faod  afiei  the  paning  of  the  act,  or 
who,  being  settled  previaus  thereto,  shall  aot,  be- 
fore the  IM  day  of  January  next,  bare  obtained 
permission  to  remain  thereon,  in  the  manner 
above-meat  ion  ed.  Penalties,  and  a  fotfeiiure  of 
any  supposed  title,  are  also  annexed  to  the  offenoa, 
on  whieh  I  will  aot  dwell,  as  the  first  mentioned 
provisions  of  the  aet  are  those  which  yoti  are  to 
carry  into  vfieet. 

You  will  please  to  appoint  as  maajr  pereona  as 
yon  ntay  think  fit  to  receive  opplieattOD*,  assiga- 
tDg  to  each  snch  person  a  tract,  designating,  by 
precise  boundaries,  ettbei  one  or  more  counties, 
01  a  certain  number  of  townships,  so  as  to  tender 


the  appIJoatlons  easy  to  each  settler.  Yon  mar 
resel've  to  yourself  a  certain  district,  in  wbick 
you  miy  receive  ibe  applications  yourself,  or  aj^ 
point  a  person  for  tbat  diittict,  as  wiU  best  snit 
your  own  convenience. 

The  peraoQs  thus  appointed  must,  as  well  as 
yourself,  publish  the  substance  of  the  act,  so  that 
the  settlers  may  know  generally  tbat  they  will  be 
removed,  and  exposed  to  penalties,  if  they  do  not 
apply  for  parmission*,  and  that  new  settletneata 
are  altogether  prohibited.  Whenever  an  apjrii- 
cation  is  made,  it  ahould  specify,  with  precision, 
the  traet  applied  for,  (not  exceeding  three  hon- 
dred  and  twenty  acres;)  and  if  the  land  has  been 
surveyed,  the  application  must  be  for  one  or  two 
quarter  saetions,  to  be  specially  designated.  Aa, 
however,  from  igooTBnce,  the  perties  may  not  be 
able  always  to  do  ibis,  tbey  must  be  euisted  by 
the  officer  in  framing  the  application ;  and  even 
informal  onea  mast  not,  in  the  first  instanee,  be 
rejected,  provided  they  state  the  water-courses  on 
which  the  land  ties,  the  date  of  the  improvement, 
and  by  whom  made.  At  the  foot,  or  on  the  beek 
of  the  appliceiioD,  or  of  the  permission  hereafter 
mentioned,  the  party  must  sign  a  declaration  in 
the  form  annexed,  (A). 

AU  ihe  applioaiiDDB  received  by  the  petsoiu 
appointed  by  you  must  be  transmitted  to  vou.and 
you  wiH  thereupon  grant  permissioas  of  the  form  - 
(B  ;>  duplicate*  being  signed  by  the  partiee,  and 
retained  by  yon. 

The  appHeaiions  and  permisaious  must  be  en- 
tered on  a  book  kept  for  that  poipese ;  but  it  ia 
not  necessary  that  tbey  should  be  reooided  at 
large.  A  register  of  the  form  (C)  will  be  tuffi- 
eient,aDd  by  endorsing  on  each  application  aqd 
serroisnioa  its  number,  tbey  maybe  always  re- 
ferral to  fiom  Ike  register. 

It  is  possible,  that,  from  tt)e  extent  of  yonr  dia- 
triot,  and  the  inconvenience  and  delay  arising 
from  double  transmission  to  and  from  yoo,  of  the 
applicaiionn  and  permissioas,.  you  may  think  it 
more  eligible  to  authorize  at  once  the  persons 
anointed  by  you  to  grant  the  permissions.  This 
yon  may  do.  But  In  that  case,  you  must  trans- 
mit to  such  .persons  the  aeoessary  instructiona, 
and  forms  B  and  O;  (the  form  A  they  miut 
have  at  bH  aveat*  i)  tbey  must  sigu  the  permit 
aion*  in  their  own  names,  addiag.ihe  words  "for 
A  B,  Rcgiaier  of  the  Land  Office  of-^f  and 
they  mnst,  on  (he  lai-of  January  i>exi,  transmit 
to  yoo  the  Regiater's  appltcatiena  asd  dapUeataa 
of  penaiaaioos,  sigoed  by  the  parties.  Yon  will, 
M  soon  thereafter  as  may  be,  state  to  this  Depart- 
ment thri  nomber  of  appUeatiODauad  permiaaiono, 
sAd,  where  the  land  naa  been  surveyed,  transmit 
a  liai  of  the  tmeta  for  which  permission*  have 
been  given. 

It  may  not  he  improper  to  remark,  that  aneh 
persona  as  may  hare  formed  settlements  aubae- 
qnent  16  the  date  which  would  entitle  them  to  a 
right  of  preemption,  cannot  refuse  to  sign  the 
required  deelaiatian,  sincB  they  do  not  lay  any 
elum  to  the  laud;  and  without  pretending  to 
eneonrage  their  expeetatioos,  a  cheerful  com- 
plianee  on  their  part  with  the  law,  by  aigoinf 
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the  law,  and  thtn  aekaovl«^i»  tkemMlres  ro 
be  lenaats  ■!  will  of  the  UnitM  State*,  wouU 
Dot  MTtaialf  JDJare  their  came. 

Ai  to  the  person!  who,  hiring  otrtaiud  pre- 
nnptioas,  wish  that  they  may  be  coarnted  lato 
doiintiODi,  it  ii  Mffieient  la  otMerre,  that  the  pre- 
■cnt  law  is  inapplicable  to  ihem ;  for  their  ekinw 
being  racofDited  anit  coflflnned  a*  pie<eiaptioni, 
they  cannot  be  dittnibed  in  their  powaiuioa,  and 
m  poaitinly  excepted  from  the  operation  uT  the 
law. 

CoikgreH  baTioff  direoiad  tteeial  rvports  to  be 
made  of  ail  compete  British  graatf,  dniy  Sled 
with  the  RegiUer,  but  aM  coo&nncri  for  mat 
of  a  Mitlemeot,  befiBra  S7tli  .October,  1796,  aad 
abo  of  all  ioeomplete  tiilat,  wbioh  wobM  hare 
beea  confirmed  bad  thtj  not  beea  granted  to 
■iaon ;  theie  two  deienpiiofls  of  e&iiM  naal 
be  viewed  as  being  alill  under  the  comideraiion 
of  ibe  Legiiiainre ;  aad  elairaanto  of  either  dc- 
aeription.  who  hare,  prior  to  the  punng  of  the 
prwent  law,  made  MiUemenU  on  lands  thai 
ebimod,  will  aot  be  diitnrbed,  ihoogh  they  may 
BOI  »igB  the  declaration  rcqnired  fay  the  act. 
The  President  fam  alio  initrseled  ma  to  say,  tbai 
a  represenuiion  baring  been  made  to  Congre*) 
ia  nror  of  peraons  ojainting  nader  ineoorpleU 
SpMtiab  tilMi,  sol  eoofinned  far  want  of  nctwl 
aeitlemant,  on  the  aTlh  October,  1796,  which  re~ 
pnaeataiion  hat  aot  yet  .been  decided  upon  by 
that  body,  he  will  not  order  clajoMnisof  that  de 
aetiption,  who  hare,  prior  to  the  paseiaf  of  tbc 
present  law,  settled  on  lands  thna  claimed,  to  be. 
lemored  till  after  the  ead  of  the  neat  aeBsion  of 
Congress.  But  this  ind'nlgence  wiU  aot  be  ex- 
tended  to  persons  farming  seitlemenis  after  ihe 
■aaaiog  of  the  act,  nor  must  it,  by  any  toeaas, 
be  eonsiraed  as  glring  any  auclioa  whalerer  to 
tkedatm. 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  nsefal  that  the  inhabitaali 
of  the  territory  should  be  made  acqoainted  with 
tha  intentioii  of  the  Prtsideqt,  as  it  telatea  to 
Aese  aeveral  desciiptioaa  of  pcraona 

Tbe  oertiSeate.  eootemplated  by  the  taat 
tioa  of  the  act,  moat  be  cxoreMwd  to  the  rery 
words  of  the  act,  and.  wiK  be  gireo  fay  yon  on 
the  application  of  either  the  peraon  acting  ns 
Buishai,  or  of  tbe  aiuraey  praaaeaiiaff  fer  the 
United  Suies.  Bat  at  the  Preaideat  has  aot  yei 
ivaed  any  I'Ditructions  oo  the  subject  of  remot- 
ngibeiDiraderSjii  is  not  probable  that  aaytnch 
appUeatioD  will  aoon  be  made.  It  will  he  desir- 
aUe,  in  the  meanwhile,  that  you  ahiwld  obteia, 
ihroiigh  the  channel  of  tbe  pertom  whom  roa 
wiUappoiat  for  the  porpoae  of  reeeiriag  appUea- 
oalions,  or  ia  auv  other  way.  an  estimate  of  t^ 
nambei  of  intrDders  od  (he  pablie  lands  in  your 
district,  and  also  whether  any  of  (hem  lay, 
peeaend  to  lay,  any  claim  to  the  laud. 

And  I  hare  to  reqaest  that  you  woaUj  from 
time  to  lime-gira  iafermalion  both  to  this  De- 
partment and  to  the  officer  noting  as  marshal,  of 
■ay  new  intmsions  which  may  take  plsee. 

ohoald  aay  application  be  made  for'  ~ 


aiae  or  salt  spring,  rou  will  be  pleated  to 
nit  the  tame  to  thit  office,  logelh* 


with  your 


opinion  af  the  tenas  Ml  which  it  nigbtbtpifi 


(B.) 

Copy  ofa  latter  from  tha  Begittei  of  Ab  htlOla 
west  of  Feail  rirer  to  Ike  Secrstuy  of  Ihe  l^aar. 
Lakd  Officc  west  or  pEAiLBim 

Sib:  IharedelayeAaokniMrMgiaglLtHifl 
of  yout  letter  of  the  28th  Itarch,  corcdnf  nw 
for  tbe  prereaiion  of  teuleaMBi «  foUityi 
until  I  could  bare  It  in  ay  powH  u  (in  p 
soma  acconat  of  the  i»aataaes  pinaef  iieia 
CO  carry  luch  of  the  prorisioiitof  thtthiiw 
effect,  as  appear  to  bare  been  parliaiUdliir" 

loetead  of  adaeting  a  luimbet  of  ^ua  ii  Ik 
different  partt  of  my  district  fw  lb  piifwtf 
reeeiriag  applieatisna  aad  iMUtagpirni"*.! 
thought  tt  the  better  couree  to  ai^MiMpaiiA 
plaeea,  aloti^  OB  tha  fraiMiera,wbeRltMl'a«i 
the  people  in  person,  and  teftea,u&riiM>- 
fiUe,  the  irriUtioa  thia  taw  bad  adK^,ud  a 
explain  |>way  mtnapceeeaiatioat,  if  mj  vn 
alcaL  I  have  jiM  retaraed  fiea  lb  '^ 
and  am  ha^py  to  iaform  yoH  that  Iktoftw 
has  doae  jutttea  to  my  exptciaiiwi  Mhi 
from  whsesaiag  aar  irMgalarity,  I  Itnl  ><^ 
iag  bata  dispoailioa  to  <«HplyFn"l^™ 
ibelaw.  ThitiBtobcanributti,i«Hir"^ 
ble  cBbrts,  but  to  the  good  ttasc  ni  ^""t^ 
of  the  people,  ud,abar«  all,  to  All  nut  K^    ' 

Soblicao  maiim,  that  a  law,  tlthaii(h  iia'!'' 
eemed  a  bad  oite,  ia,  nererlheles  BDUlKIA''t 
torerelgD. 

h  cannot,  howercr,  he  denied,  Ihti  mf,^   i 
and  ttin  are,  Blaimed  at  some-cT  thepnns^    , 
of  this  law ;  and,  indeed,  from  iheirnMS*''^ 
iapoMMe  they  shoaM  he  <>^«^>*v^ 
thoMi  tattlera  comdieBaed  ihttr  iBf*"*^ 
three  or  four  yean  ago,  uderuiMF*'*. 
the  lands  woald  be  mm  for  ale  in  s  iMtlw 

They  bar* eoatiaacd  to  imprarainw**'^' 


aitd  ate  now  saitowly  appiebtaart  bbi't' 
Utata  wlU  compel  i&am  U  ptyJ^  ^[Z 
labor.  Let  U  be  laeoileeieA  ikil  l^^*^ 
were  not iatradm ia  theMnei*»*K  .  ^ 
la  aeating  themselres  oo  the  Mflie";^ 
were  to  pnrcbate  whenerer  ths  Dd"^,^"" 
weaUaell;  aad  they  hare  be«s  tK^^*^ 
ioaa  for  the  arriral  of  ibi*  P»t«^  vJm 
considered  that  the  only  boo*  <^*^  J.  . 
Qorerament,  ia  10  parehua  forMM  *■  ^ 
eideiatioo,  I  think  it  may  ht  tnlr"*^^. 
bat  Utile  iadead  ;  and  H  it  to  be  "■«?'f,"Uk 
ted  tbH  thit  lluleaheuU  ***''^iln^ 
with  a  waronh  on  thiaHbieet  *^r"^ 
neaa  will  excase.  I  hare  been  *M^<*^ 
pie.  UibomlseaiaduairiD»««^!^l 
and  honorably  mgaged  in  i**  *!!j-,«tH 
oompetencafor  their  &miLu%>Mnwl,r^ 
to  the  principle*  of  opt  OoruaMt-  1  »^ 
are  claims  to  pabUe  paifanafle,*"^?!^  jo 
petsttaded  will  strike  yoa  wiilitqw'^^i 
quiet  ihelr  faara,aad  p«  their  atitw""°^ 

Digitized  byGOO^Ie 


128* 


APPBWDIX. 


120() 


•  f&a  PUDUe-LMOt. 


iMpMiWly  «ine«t,'«kM  -a  r^U  cT  pn- 
«iiipti(Hi  is  i)i«  (ttlf  ilifDg,  tudet  ^1  ciMOB* 
•iane«a,««le«lBted  to  prodnee  thoM  happr  effectB. 

TbereftHkBOinlwrof  Mitlwaofi  1«Mh  wlmh 
fa»Te  been  adjudged  by  ilw  comtniwMen  l»  be 
aDIedaled  sraiiu. 

I  have  dedineil  granting  peimiMloa*  (o  9«t- 
tlera,  uDlit  I  could  receive  iiWractiaiis  froin  you, 
giTing  them  issDnncei  ihat  those  idsiruclioa* 
wonla  anire  in  time  to  enable  them  lo  comply 
with  roe  law,  if  yotir  dedsioD  *bould  be  that  tber 
are  withio  ita  purrieW.  I  shall  leare  this  place 
the  day  after  to-moftow  for  Richmond,  to  aiiend 
at  Bun's  trial ;  from  thence  I  shall  .)iraeeed  lo 
WashiogtoD  Citf.  In  the  meantime,  I  shall 
leave  my  office  in  the  charge  of  Mr.  Parke  Wal- 
ton, whoae  knowledge  of  business  and  zealous 
ifidelity  will  prerent  any  public  incfinTenience 
from  mf  abseaee,  and  intt  ins  are  a  prompt  obe- 
dlsiMc  Id  all  inatractions  whM>  may  iwac  from 
tba  Treaaary. 

I  faaTe  the  boDor  to  be,  with  high  coosidera- 
tioB,  yoar  moil  Abadieni  larntat, 

TH6MA8  }l.  WILLIAMS. 

A.  GiAt-LATiN,  Esq,  Sec'ry  of  the  Tnanny. 


taunitf,  X«ii**ippi  Tcmtey,  twbtequtnt  totktrt- 
part  of  the  IBM  Dtetmbtr,  1B09,  to  the  Jba*eqf 
KtjtriaeataliMM. 
Extnctof  aletler  from  l<rfia  Brahaii,E«q.,IIeeeii._  ._ 
Pttbtk  Mooeyi  at  NuhTilk,  to  the  SecMtary  of  tKe 
Treaanry,  dated 

ApDil  9b,  uia 

The  peopleof  Sfadlson  count;  coiilplaia  rer^ 
mncli  in  having  lo  pav  so  heavy  a  land  tax  thi* 
year:  the  money  is  to  be  collected  by  the  1st  Sep- 
tember; and,  indeed,  many  of  them  are  almr-- 
aaable  to  pay  iPwilhoui  inconvenieufees.  T_. 
late  decision  of  the  SaprenleCoilrt  has  occasioned 
agteat  deal  of  clamor  here  about  Cox'i  claim. 
I  have  assured  the  people  forest  coateni;  thai 
they  will  keep  the  land  they  purchased,  in  defi- 
ance of  any  other  etlfrn ;  though  some  of  the 
pBrehaaefs  are  yet  uneMV.  I  want  d*wa  lo 
Madison  coaqiy  a  Csw'waau  agc^loaatisfy  them 
as  far  w  I  could,  wfaicb  had  a  gtmd  effect ;  not- 
withstanding all  this,  people  are  enteriof  land  in 
the  oESee  here  almost  every  day ;  reatinc,  very 
properly,  their  confidence  in  the  General  OoverO' 
meat  to  make  them  good  titles. 

Extract  of  a  lettR  finta  WiUian  Dickinam,  Esq.,  Be- 
gister  of  the  Land  Office  at  Nsahvitle,  lo  the  Secre. 
tWT  of  the  Traasary,  dated 

Jnnad.lSia 
1  alto  entlose  an  eitraet  of  a  letter  from  Wil- 
liam H.  WioBton,  Esq.,  clerk  of  the  county  court 
«f  Madiwm.  Thaaccount  he  gives  has  been  con- 
firmed hy  Btveral  other  lettets  to  the  Receiver  erf 
PobUe  Moaeys  and  myself. 

If  a[^>ear«  that  many  pertooa  have  recently 
ipatobased.  from  Uichkel  Haniaoa  laada  whicn 


b*v»bMbsoMiw4erths8Wboticy  of  the  United 
States. 

Tbu  wma  few  who  bad  porehased  from  tba 
Udiied  Statea  have,  in  orileT  to  qoiat  thetr  elsnk, 
purchaaad  also  frotn  Harrisoi). 

That  the  ptttehaaen  frohi  Hatrtson  havegivei 
Wsrhivg  to  MnthaMiB  from  tba  Uaked  Stata^  M 
give  imaadiate  ponenioD ;  this,  I  am  iafbriMed, 
MI  given  mach  naeasiDess; 

Hanlsan  ia  inafcivg  eonaidcraUe  aalas,  and  ax- 
hibilB  the  late  deetiion  ia  tba  Bapreme  Csurt  cS 
'  e  Uoiiad  States,  a*  a  conflrmation  of  hia  titta. 

I  am  induced  to  beli^va  ibc  sales  here  will  be 
very  irMoBsidetable  hereafter.  The  lai*  deeisiiB 
in  the  Snpteme  Coort  of  ibe  United  Siaiw,  ris : 
Fletcher  w.  Peck,  has  been  tDdmtriooily  ciivo- 
lated  by  the  claimaat*  from  the  Stale  of  Oeot- 
gia,  ana  ait  poiubte  mean*  DMile  useaT  to  inpreM 
on  the  mioda  of  tba  pemde  an  oainioD  that  ihia 
dectaioa  completely  coonrros  their  title,  in  oi^o- 
that  of  the  United  Stalo.  , 
iadueed  to  believe  that  few  who  have 
purchased  at  this  office  will  favor  HarriaonV 
claim  ;  but  the  nuinbet  of  resideats  without  car- 
tiBcates  at  perraiasion  is  caasideiable,  and  fron 
that  class  be  will  dnw  bia^iriDeipal  support. 

I  propose  to  attend  the  coutt  in  Madison  on  tbe 

I  Monday  in  July.  Whatever  iofocmatioa  I 
n»y  prM;afe,IehsUl[fimed!Btdyafter  myretnrtt 
forward  on  to  you. 

Eitnct  of  a  Ultsr  Gram  Wm.  H.  Wiasfaw,  Eaq.,  Cle|k 
of  Hadinn  Cooaty  Court,  dalMl 

May  36, 1810. 

Alibis  time,  nothing  is  talked  of  bete  WHet- 
riaoa's  cbim ;  a  yreat  nmnbet  of  peiaona  bare 
BOiaA  in  fi^Ku  variooa  aaita  of  Viroiaia  and  pot- 
ebtsad  from  biiU,.  laada  previooaly  sold  by  tte 
United  Suiteri  and  those  elaiiuMa  have  ordered 
offlkepUrebaaaraQsAer  tbeUnitad  State*,  whieb 
baa  oeAasioaed  mtKih  nneasucaa. 

Very  little  land  will  be  sold,  antit  a  chanM  in 
the  public  sentiment  lakes  j^ee  relative  to  Har- 
rison's claim,  in  favor  of  which  I  find  a  very  eoa- 
sidergble  number  of  the  pei^e  in  this  ctfnmry. 

Copy  of  a  lettar  from  Iha  SecrMaty  of  the  Traaaiuy  to 
tbe  Secietaiy  of  War,  dated. 

JBn  27,  ISJO. 

Sib-:  I  have  the  honor  to  encloaeB  letter  ftom 

the  Register  of  the  Land  Offieaof  Madiaon  eoaDiy, 

showing  the  aecesaity  of  an  earljr  exeeaiien  ii 

the_intended  removal  of  intruders  in  that  eouatr. 

aeond- 


Thete  are  two  elasses  of  pi 
ingtolaw.cannotberemovMfViz;  l.Theaewho 
have  pitrobased  lands  from  Ibe  United  Siataa.  2. 
Those  who,  having  signed  the  vcqniaite  decbun- 
tions,  have  reeeived  written  permisiiona  lo  remain 
on  the  land.  Aliboogheveryiadividoalof  either 
deaeription  may  show  evidence,  in  writing.of  hia 
right  to  remain  on  tbe  tract  be  occupies  I  have 
directed  copies  lo  be  prepared  and  transmitted  to 
tbe  War  Depaitneat,  of  the  retuma  botb  of  seJea 
and  permissien*.  These  will  ftoilitete  the  ne- 
eessary  diteritnioaiion  { «sd  in  order  to  prermt 
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aaOtn  m  Ae  P^b^ie  Land: 


ay  mUuke,  Williaa  CJektoiL  Rwiiur  of  tb« 
Land  Office,  and  leiidiDf  at  NaihViUe,  will  bt 
iaunieted  lo  fDroith  the  oSevn  comma sdiog  the 
detaehmeiit  wittiaiuppleraeotarr  liitof  thentw 
■nbaequeDt  10  the  retiun*  laM  [MeiT«l,aDd  with 
that  oT  jMnoH,  if  aot,  who  mar  bare  obiaioed 
yenoiHtona,  and  noi  Men  reioned  lo  thii  office. 
Theac  obaerTationaapplf  exclnuvel*  Co  pertoiu 
raidiitg  on  tfaoae  land*  parehatcd  boto  from  the 
Cherokee*  and  Cbickataws,  which  form  Madiwn 
eonnty.  No  «■!«  haa  been  made  oi  pcrmiuion 
been  gnuted  br  the  United  Stntei,  to  remain  on 
aof  part  of  toe  land*  Iviog  wett  of  Mndiion 
oonntf,  which  were  ceded  br  the  Cherokee^  bvt 
Mt  not  ineluded  io  the  Chtekataw  pnTehaae.  I 
bive  the  honor,  Ac 

C^of  alettar  flom  tte  ilAentirjof  the  Traunir  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dtted 

July  2, 1810. 
Bin :  lo  oDDformitr  w<ih  (be  iotimation  giren 
in  my  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo.  I  baro  now  the 
honor  of  iranimitling  to  you  liits  of  those  two 
clastes  of  person*,  who,  according  to  law,  cannot 
be  removed  from  the  public  land*  in  Htdison 
conntf.    I  have  the  honor,  dbc. 

I!iti*et  of*  letter  fiom  Jolm  Bmban,Eiq.,RegiilMor 
thf  Lud  OfEce  »t  NadtviUa,  to  the  Secietu;  of  Iha 
Tteanuy,  dated 

JiNB  4, 1810. 
I  am  (onr  to  say  tbat  the  claim  of  Zachariah 
Cox.  in  Madjaon  conoty,  ttmakinga  rery  cooEtd- 
enble  Doi«e,  and  creatiog  mnch  coDfaiion  there  ; 
Colood  M.  Harrison,  who  yat  reiide*  in  Madison 
coanty,  appear*  to  be  the  principal  and  moat  ne- 
ii*e  person  in  the  boiiBeis.  I  am  informed,  by 
Rspeetablc  aiitfaority,  that  be  is  selliog  oui  hi* 
claim  to  land*  there,  and  that  he  has  been  surrey- 
ing  (he  land*  lold  by  him  onder  the  title  of  Coz, 
and,  in  lome  iastances,  the  laod  sold  by  the  Uni- 
ted States  at  the  late  pablic  sales  in  this  place.  If 
Cobnel  U.  Harriton  it  permitted  to  remain  in 
Madison  county,  it  will  be  produetJTe  of  rreai  ja- 
jary  to  the  sales  of  lands  noder  the  United  Slates, 
for  people  will  thereby  be  induced  to  bftiere  that 
hii  title  lo  the  land  is  good.  It  would  be  well  if 
heconld  be  removed  out  of  the  country.  A  Bum- 
bar  of  (wople  woald  yet  enter  land  in  Madison 
county,  if  they  could  receive  po*l[ive  assunace 
that  they  would  hold  the  lands  when  the  last 
■BMatment  was  paid.  An  assurance  of  this  kind 
would  biTe  a  good  effect.    I  have  the  honor,  &e. 


P.  a.  If  Ckiveiniaent  wonldrahoHtrarp- 
SOB  out  of  Madison  eoaniy.  except  iwli  u  Inn 
purchased  of  the  United  Stale*,  U  woald  kt  k 
tiiable,  and  wotild  cheek  iha  grcvaf  eiil  liei 
io  it*  infancy. 

Extnct  of  ■  letter  from  John  Bnbu,  l*m  4 
Pnbhc  Moneyi  at  Nadinlla,  to  the  8e<n(q<(lt» 
TVeMory,  dated 

JoXES,1iU. 
I  wrote  you  yesterday  that  Colaid  UicU 
Harrisoo,  claiming  under  Zacbiriab  C«,  k, 
wai  again  selling  out  Inndi  in  Miduoo  tooitj 
ander  that  title.  It  is  said  a  number  of  p«^ 
hsTe  purchased  of  him,  and  are  KUlinjiW:  i 
tbey  are  not  immedialrly  reraaved,  ii  lur  bt 
troublesome  to  remove  them  ifur  i  viult. 

Cepy  sf  ahttsr  &oat  tte  BaentiiT  «r  Ik*  hwr 
to  the  aecietary  of  Wtr,  du«l 

Jm.Ti,M 
Sir:  I  hare  tbe  faaoor  to  aachMeMpaodo- 
(ei^  received  by  tbia  day's  aail  fnia  lie  fi^ 
ceiver  c^  Public  Money*  at  Nuhtillc,  ii>ds 
that  it  may  be  labmitied  to  the  FrtiM|*W- 
ther  a  more  speedy  removal  of  MielwdBiniM 
and  bt*  ndbereni*,  tbm  had  been  eMMihul, 
might  not  be  direilcd.    I  have  the  bad,  fa- 

Extract  of  ■  letter  from  WilUun  Dim  Eet"  ^ 
the  Land  OfBce  at  NashTilU,  to  Uu  8(e«*T<'" 
Treaauiy,  dated 

jo„si,mo. 

Sib  :  I  heMvilh  enclose  tbe  tmm  («  fl" 
moQih  of  June;  a  few  sales  wett  aadi  Imif 
that  month  i  this  is  to  be  attributed  to  ibtiop^ 
tion  made  on  tbe  minds  of  tbe  people,  bfibeliu 
decision  of  tbe  Supreme  Court  o{iit^><-V* 
Slates.  Theimpresaiou  isnoir;ic*r[|i(lin'inr, 
and  the  minds  of  the  people  geaerillrpiM'" 
to  their  titles.  The  speculations  kIm  nbiEb  li)- 
ticed  in  my  last  are  nearly,  pertapi  tnufaji" 
an  end. 

Extract  of  a  letter  fioin  John  Bnhsn.bqO^^ 
rotary  of  Um  Tremir,  it»i 

I  discover  that  Colonel  Hsriiwn^  dita,  =»' 
der  Cox,  is  becoming  more  silent,  snJ  ^r^^ 
again  eoiering  lands  in  the  offie*. '""'' '""' 
than  was  the  case  some  weeks  ago- 
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PUBLIC  ACTS  OF  CONGRESS; 


PASSED  AT  THE  THIRD  SESSION  OF  THE  ELEVENTH  CONORESS,  BBOUN  AND  HELD 
AT  THE  CITY  OF  WABBINQTON,  DECEMBER  S,  IfllO. 


An  Act  to  ButbDrizc  the  tnnaportation  of  certain  doc< 
nmenti  free  of  pottage. 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Houk  of  Rep- 
reaentatvoet  of  the  United  StaXei  of  America,  in 
CongresM  atiemited,  That  the  members  of  Con- 
gress, the  Secretary  of  tbe  Seoate,  and  Clerk  of 
tbe  House  of  Representatives    be  and  they  are 
hereby  respecliTely  authorized  lo  iraDscnii,  free 
of  postage,  tbe  Message  of  ihe  President  of  the 
Uniied  Stales  of  the  5ih  of  December,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  ten,  and  the  docDmeBts 
accoropaayiDg  tbe  same,  printed  by  order  of  tbe 
Senate  and  by  order  of  the  House  of  Renresem- 
aiives,  to  any  post  office  within  ihe  Uoited  Stales 
and  Territories  thereof,  to  which  they  may  direct, 
any  law  to  the  contrary  Dotwiihsiaadio£. - 
J.  B.  VARNUM. 
Speakerqftht  Book  of  Bem-esentativet. 

GEO.  CLINTON, 
1'lce-Pre$identoftAe  Vhiled  Staiet,aad 
Pretidmt  of  the  Senate. 
Approved  December  17,  1810. 

JAMES  MADISON. 


An  Act  making  an  additidoa)  ipprtqirialiini  to  rapply 
■  defidene^  in  tbe  apptoptialion  fiir  the  raBaf  and 
piDtaetion  af  illatraiMi  ABMncan  tMnten,  doriBg 
the  year  one  tbonund  eight  bnndnid  and  tan. 
Be  it  enacted,  ^(.,  That,  for  supplying  the  de- 
ficieucy  id  the  appropriaiioa  for  tbe  relief  and 
protection  of  distressed  American  seamen  in  for- 
eign coutttries,  daring  the  year  one  rbousand  eight 
hundred  and  ten,  the  forilier  rum  of  seventy-six 
thousiDd  dollaraito  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in 
the  TreasncT  Mil  otherwise  appropriated,  ba  and 
the  same  is  Mreby  appropriated. 
Approved,  January  7, 1811. 


An  Act  to  continue  in  tbtce  for  ■  further  time  the  first 
■cction  of  the  act,  entitled  "  Ad  act  further  to  pn>- 
tect  the  commerce  and  seamen  of  the  United  State* 
againit  the  Barbary  Ponant." 
Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  ao  much  of  the  act 
passed  on  the  twenty-is  fth  day  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  four,  entitled  *'  An  act 
further  to  prated  tbe  commerce  and  seamen  of 
the  United  Stales  against  the  Barbary  Foweia,^' 
as  is  contai&ed  in  the  first  section  ol  toe  said  act, 
and  which  was  revived  and  continued  in  fqrce 
for  the  time  therein  mentioned,  by  aa  acl,  eiilitled 
'An  act  to  revive  and  contuiKe  in  foiqe.fsr  a  fur-. 


ther  lime  tbe  Brsi  section  of  the  act,  entitled  '  Aa 
act  further  lo  protect  the  commerce  and  aeamen 

of  tbe  United  Stales  against  the  Barbary  Powera," 
passed  on  ihe  twelfth  day  of  January,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  ten,  be  and  the  same  ia 
hereby  continued  in  force  until  the  fourth  day  of 
March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve: 
Pronaedjhowerer,  That  the  edditJoual  duty  laid 
by  the  said  section  shall  be  ccllecled  on  all  socb  - 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  liable  to  pay  th« 
same,  as  shall  have  been  imported  previous  to 
that  day. 
Approved,  January  7, 1811. 

An  Act  to  'fix  the  compensiticn  of  the  additional  Aa- 
sisttint  Postmaster  General. 

Be  it  enacUd,  *c.,  That  the  addiiianal  Assist- 
ant  Postmaster  General  authorized  by  the  act 
"  regulating  the  Post  Office  Establishment,"  shall 
receive  an  aooQal  salary  of  sixteen  hundred  dol- 
lars^ payable  quarter-yearly  at  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  to  be  computed  from  the  time  at 
which  he  may  have  entered  upon  the  executioa 
oftbeduiiesof  hit  office. 

Approved,  January  17, 1811. 

An  Act  lo  anthoriie  t)u>  Secretary  of  War  to  aaiiiiilalii 
and  «ettl«,  bj'Uie  ai^Mintmentof  CommiMiMtan,  the 
eiUrior  line  of  Ihe  public  land  at  West  Point,  with 
the  adjoining  piojHictor. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  Secretary  of  War 
shall  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  settle  tbe 
exterior  line  of  the  public  land  at  Wen  Point,  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  now  in  dispute  with  Tho- 
mu  North,  Ihe  adjoining  proprietor ;  and  for  that 
purpose  (o  appoint  three  CammiiaioDert  to  aacei* 
tain  tbe  same,  whose  deterroiDatioo,  or  a  major- 
ity of  them — tiie  Mme  being  first  amroved  by  the 
CoDorestof  the  United  States— ahall  be  fiaalaad  . 
conclusive  in  the  premUe*.  Aad  any  sDob  Conn 
missiOner  shall  be  entitled  to  reeeive  at  and  after 
the  tale  of  four  dollars  per  diem,  for  the  time  ne- 
cessarily  employed  in  ezecuiiog  said  commission 
or  appointment. 

Bao.  3.  And  be  it  Jurtker  enacted,  That  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  Ihe  eommtsaionen 
trbomaybfl  appointed  under  tbia  act,  or  either 
of  them,  to  issoe  proceaa,  »  nature  of  a  writ  itf 
subpaeiu,  for  any  witness-  that  may  be  rcquiretl 
on  a  hearing  in  the  premiaeaj  and  any  peraoa 
duty  served  with  sucb  process  shall  be  bound  to 
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c  proceeded  ■fiinst  in  the  like  maDiier. 
-■■  ia  provided  b]r  l»w,  io  telatioa  to  ■•p  wltnns 
whoM  aneDdaace  i*  reqaired  ia  tinj  eonrt  of  the 
Vailed  8r>le»,  to  give  testimoDr  in  any  matter 
depcBdiag  therein. 
Appr«red,  Jaaoary  2S,  isil. 


An  Ad  makinK  ippropiiiliDiu  for  the  npiMrt  of  the 
Military  lUubliihnient  of  the  United  Sutta  fu  Um 
jmi  one  tboBMnd  tight  buadred  and  deren. 

Be  it  enocfed,  fc^  Tliai,  far  defmring  the  ez- 
pensei  of  the  Mihiary  Esiablishmeot  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slam  for  the  year  one  thoBMod  eight  ban- 
4red  and  eleren,  for  the  Indian  departmeat,  aod 
for  the  expense  of  fartifiealioas,  ar»enats,  and 
Bnnoriei,  toe  followiDg  loma  be,  and  the  Mini* 
hereby  are  retpeetively  appropnated,  that  ia  to 
•ay: 

For  tbeimy  of  ibe- Army  of  the  Uailed  Siaiei, 
eight  hnndred  and  ■iity-DiBetboataDd  niDe  hun- 
dred and  siity-eifhl  dollan. 

For  forage,  thirteen  (hogaand  acren  hundred 
and  flfty  eiz-dollan. 

For  sabaiateDce,  aix  btudred  and  eixhiy-flre 
thouaand  fin  hundred  and  tbirty-two  dollars  and 
flreeenH. 

For  doUtiog,  two  iiandred  and  ainaty-tkrta 
ihooaand  eight  haadrfd  and  four  dollara. 

For  bountiea  and  premianu,  thirty  tboanvd 
Aollira. 

For  the  medical  u>d  hoapital  department,  fifty 
dionsand  dollara. 

For  camp-equipage,  fuel,  tools,  and  (iait«porU- 
doD,  two  hnocfred  and  seventy  thoasaad  doIIan. 

For  ordnance,  one  hundred  Ihoaiand  doHara. 

For  fortifications,  arsenals,  magazioaa,  and 
annoriea,indadiDgtwotbous«Dd  dollars  for  such 
a  aninber  of  additioaa)  railiiary  storekeeper*  n 
may  be  reqoired,  two  hnndred  and  leTenty-siz 
ihonaand  feHy>niB«  doUarsand  ■eraBty-shreeiili. 


e  bmdrvd  didlara. 

For  coDtineeociea,  &hw  ihomaod  deltan. 

For  the  salary  of  dcrfcs  employad  ia  ih«  mili- 
tary agaou'officea,  and  iatbeoflieaofthaiBsMe- 
l«r  of  tb«  army,  three  thoasand  fl*a  boamd 
dolltra. 

For  the  Indiaa  departmeat,  one  huadrad  aad 
£litiy-«ix  (botuaad  fire  handrad  doUan. 

Sxa  S.  And  te  i(  Jvrtha-  enacted,  That  the 
apeeifically  appropriated  hy  *!>'■  act, 


For  the  pay  and  aahnsteneeefihcuicaviy 
pay  of  the  seamen,  aerea  bontod  ssdmai)- 
[bar  thoiisatid  tbree  hgadivdauil  aigtttUki 

For  provitioaa,  tbree  buadred  mi  ofirf'fn 
tbonaand,  three  hnndred  and  thirU  datai. 

For  medicineB^iDitramenu,udlii)^U(^ 
thirty  ihoosaad  doltars. 

For  repairs  of  resaelst  tmt  haadrdntilij 
tbaDiaad  dollar*. 

For  freight,  store-rent,  and  all  othcTHt^- 
eiea,  one  hnndred  thonaand  doUatt. 

For  pay  and  aobaisteaee  of  [he  iMriMn|L 
incloding  proTiaioDs  for  iboM  m  ■bmulfgi^ 
for  the  Btan|  one  hnndred  and  ti>irtT-«i{ki[kHaH 
two  bandied  and  fifiy-aiz  doUan  tad  imtr 
cents. 

For  clothing  for  the  samt,  thinf^rnik*' 
■and  nine  hundred  dollars  ani  bIm^ (mil 

For  military  store*  for  the  aiM,ouiiH»J 
three  hoadred  aad  ninety-six  dolian  niiwj- 
fl*e  ceniB. 

For  medieities,  medical  serrjccs,  fcoipi^nm 
and  all  other  expenses  on  aeeomi  ifilKsd 
belongipg  to  the  nurlne  corps,  ikntilwaal 
dollars. 

For  qOartera  asters'  and  battackaua^iK^ 
officers'  tr«Telling  expenses,  smaitr^  ul  ai- 
peotera'  hill*,  fuel,  preminms  fu  t^v  i»^ 
mnaieal  inti rumen ts.  boanty  ioBiuie,iMM^ 
contingent  espMseaoftbe  miriMwpLf^ 
thouaand  dollsra. 

For  the  ezpcnsaa  of  nary  ysrdi,  cMf"^ 
docks  and  other  improTemrni^  Hl°fa^' 
tendenta,  storekeeper*,  clerks,  aaillit<M>,M*a- 
[y-fi*e  thousand  dollars.   " 

For  ordnance  aad  amkU  atns,  aaji«^ 
dollars.  _,    , 

Sec.  S.  And  be  itJkrOKr  cmM^^^ 
•e*Mal  Sana,  ssepifioaliy  ■WOf*"',  °l!l 
act,  shall  be  paid  out  of  aay  auaeji  is  ut  Tn<- 
sary,  not  otherwiae  appropriated. 

Appiwrcd,  Febrtmry  7.  lUl. 


Aa  Act  providiDg  for  the  Snala^artisl" 
bods,  and  for  the  aale  itf  lbs  mUk  >" 
TRntories  of  Orlaatia  and  Looiaufc 


aball  be  paid  out  of  any 
not  otbarwiaa  appropriated.' 
Appram),  Febnary  6,  1811. 


n  tbe  TjVMnry 


ille  it  enacted,  fc.,  That,  fbr  defrayiiig  the  ez- 
peaaea  of  tbe  navy  of  the  tiniied  State*  for  the 
rear  one  tboosand  eigbi  hundred  and  eleren,  the 
Mlowing  sum*  be,  and  tbe  same  are  kerebf  r«- 
^aetirelya; 


4c.,  That  lb*  M*-^*^ 
SaassbiUkait'O^ 
creral  oBcers  aopoiawd  fcr  the  1*^^,^ 
lertainiog  the  right*  of  petsoaiela>a't''T4 
ihe  Tern'ories  of  Orleaa*  and  LmM''^!^ 


Ian*  and  L<ww«"i,'I^ 
llowaaces  and  compensation  '^_^':Z 
all  ibeirserrices,  inclndinff ib«'<'*''7„. 
their  ulariea  respectirely  cetj«t  i'""  .J, 
Toaeh  of  lhei:innmissioaRi,sBJn«f  °  . 
clerks  of  the  boards;  flfiy  c«uftf«M*'7 
doly  filed  a«eoTdiag  to  law,  •Ii"«"**.?!Lj 
decided  OB  tbe  int  day  of  J*^*",^ 
eight  hundred  and  nine,  and  «>■*"]'*  "^ 
has  beea  made  auhseqoenlto'"*  *Ti  y, 
hereafter  be  made,  wbeiher  rt^**!;^  "rf 
faToror  against  th«  claim:  vlw^^r^ 
fifty  c«nts  shall  be  paid  at  ibe  Ti««^Vj^ 
United  Statea,  from  fine  to  ihne,  ""."JZI 
of  the  tramcfipi*  of  4e  ieddot  •*  "" 
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Fublie  Actt  of  Coagreat. 


oris  of  claims  not  Snilty  confirmed,  as  ihe  same 
lay  be  EraDsmitled  bf  the  bosrds  respecliTeW  lo 
le  Secrelary  ofibe  Treasary  according  lo'Uw. 
'aeach  oFlhe  »aid  coitamissioDen  aDd  clerks  a  fur- 
ha  allonaoce  of  fire  hundred  dollars,  to  be  paid 
fier  the  completioa  of  tbc  business  of  each  of 
lie  boards  respectively,  to  tbe  ofltcer*  ttien  io 
ffice.  And  (o  each  of  llie  translators,  at  the 
ate  of  six  hutidred  dollars  a  year,  and  do(  to  ex- 
ceed in  the  whole  for  each  the  lerm  of  eighteen 
lODibs:  Provided  alvayt.  That  tbe  above  mea- 
ioned  allowance  of  fifty  cents  for  eitch  claim  de- 
ided  upon,  shall  oot  be  made  to  any  of  the  com- 
DJssiooeTi  who  n)>y  be  absent  at  the  linie  of 
uch  deciaion;  ibe  atteDdance  of  each  to  be  certi- 
ied  by  the  clerk,  or  by  a  majority  of  the  board  : 
\nd  provided  ateo.  That  do  allowaoce  sliall  be 
nade  to  any  agent  beretofore  employed  by  the 
iBcretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  any  period  of  lime 
absequent  to  the  time  when'  stich  agent  ceased 
o  act,  or  when  the  board  ceased  to  receive  evi- 
lence. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  H  Jwrther  tniiited,-  Thst  the 
wo  priDclpal  depniy  surveyors  of  the  Territorv 
ifOrleaiH  shall,  and  thej  are  hereby  anthorized, 
a  sarveying  and  dividing  sncb  of  the  paUie 
ands  in  the  said  Territory,  which  are  or  may  be 
luihorized  lo  be  surveyed  and  dtvided.  aa  ite  ad- 
aceot  to  uy  river,  lake,  Creek,  bayou,  or  water 
loune,  to  vary  the  moile  haratofore  prescribed  by 
aw,  so  fai  as  relate*  to  the  coDtenis  of  tracts,  and 
o  tbe  aagtaa  aod  boandary  liae*,  and  lo  lay 
mt  iha  aanie  into  tracts  aa  far  a*  practicable,  of 
Uty-eight  polea  in  front  and  foar  hoDdred  and 
lizty-fire  polca  in  depth,  of  ><Kb  shape,  and 
Maaded  by  nich  Hna  as  the  namra  of  the  eoua- 
try  will  render  pramieaUle,  and  most  aonvenient : 
Pnnded,  hmeeer.  That  such  deviations  from 
the  ordinary  mode  of  curveying  shall  be  mada 
Kith  the  anprobatioD  of,  and  in  coaforniiy  with, 
the  general  insimciions  which  may  be  siven  to 
thai  effect  by  the  lurveyor  of  the  pablie  lands 
south  of  the  Suie  of  TMHeuee. 

Sio.  3.  And  be  itJvrtJurttuuitd,  That,  for  the 
Jisposal  of  Xbe  iaadi  of  tb«  United  State*  lyini 
in  tbe  eaaietn  land  district  of  tbe  Tetrilory  of 
Orleans,  a  land  office  ahall  be  eiiablLshed  at  New 
Orleans  ;  and  that  for  the  diapoMl  of  the  laitds  of 
the  United  State*  lying  south  of  Red  rivet,  in 
the  western  land  distriat  of  the  Territory  of  Or- 
'cans,  a  land  oflic*  •bail  be  eitabltsbed  at  Opfr- 
lousai ;  and  ibal  for  the  ditpoaal  of  tbe  kads  of 
the  United  Stales  lyiBgBortb  of  Red  river,  in  the 
Teriiiory  of  Orleans,  aland  office  sltall  be  estab- 
lished which  sball  he  kept  at  sucb  place  as  the 
FresideQi  of  the  United  States  may  direct.  The 
register  of  the  western  land  district  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Orleans  shall  act  as  redsier  of  the  land 
office  of  Opelousas,  and  as  one  or  the  commissiuii- 
"'  '"t  ascertaining  tbe  tights  of  persons  claiming 
H  aay  part  of  the  said  western  land  dii 


lands  ii 


IricL  And  for  tbe  land  office  north  of  the  Red 
river,  a  register,  and  for  each  of  the  said  three 
offices,  a  receiver  of  public  moneys  shall  be  ap- 
pointed, who  shall  give  security  in  ibe  same 
manner,  in  the  mat  aiinu,  and  whoK  compensa- 


tions, emoluments,  duties,  and  authority,  sbati  id 
y  respect  be  the  same,  in  relation  to  tbe  lands 
which  shall  be  disponed  of  at  their  offices,  as  are 
>T  may  be  provided  by  law,  in  relation  to  tbe  re- 
gisters and  receivers  of  public  moneys  in  the 
leverai  offices  established  fur  the  disposal  of  the 
lands  of  the  United  Stales  in  the  Territory  of 

MisBlisippi. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  fitrthef  enacted,  That  tbe 
powers  vested  in  the  President  of  the  United 
iStatea  by  the  eleventb  section  of  ihe  act,  entitled 
"An  aiit  suppleraeoiary  to  an  act,  entitled  'An 
act  for  ascertainiog  and  adiusting  tbe  titles  and 
claims  lo  land  within  the  Territorv  of  Orleans, 
and  the  district  ofLouiaiani,"  passed  on  ifae'tweo- 
ty-flrst  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 


and  si 


n  relai 


district  of  the  Territory  of  6flean«, 
_.id  all  the  other  provisions  made  by'  the  same 
section,  for  the  sale  of  the  said  lands,  and  for  ob- 
taining patents  for  the  same,  shall  be  and  the 
!i>me  are  berebv  in  every  respect  extended  to  the 
public  lands  lying  in  the  eastern  district  of  th^ 
Territory  of  Orleans. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  furtheT  enacted.  That  every 
person  who,  either  by  vtriae  of  a  French  or  Span- 
ish grant,  recognised  by  tbe  laws  of  the  United 
Stales,  or  under  a  claim  confirmed  by  the  com- 
miisionen  appointed  for  Ibe  purpose  oraicertaio- 
ingihe  rights  oPpersaos  claiming  lands  in  the 
Territory  of  Orleans,  owns  a  tract  of  land  bor- 
dering on  any  river,  creek,  bayou,  or  water- 
course, in  tbe  taid  Territory,  and  not  exceeding 
in  depth  forty  arpens,  French  measure,  shall 
be  entiited  to  a  preference  in  becoming  the 
purchaser  of  anv  vacant  tract  of  land  adja- 
cent lo,  and  bacV  of,  hia  own  tract,  not  ex- 
ceeding forty  arpens,  French  measure,  in  depth, 
nor  in  quantity  of  land,  that  which  is  contained 
in  his  own  tract,  at  the  same  price,  and  on  tbe 
same  terms  and  conditions,  as  are,  or  may  be  pro- 
vided by  taw  for  the  other  public  lands  in  ilte 
said  Territory,  And  the  principal  deputy  stu- 
veyar  of  each  district  respectively) 'ball  be  and 
he  is  hereby  authorized,  under  the  superintend-, 
ence  of  the  surveyor  of  the  public  lands  south  of 
the  State  of  Tennessee,  to  canse  lo  be  sutveyed 
the  tracts  claimed  by  virtue  of  this  section;  and  iti 
all  cases  where,  by  reason  of  bends  in  the  river, 
lake,  creek,  bayoti.  or  water  course,  bordering  on 
the  tracl,andofadjacentclaimsofasimilaroBtare, 
each  claimant  cannot  obtain  a  tract  equal  in 

Suanlity  to  the  adjacent  tract  already  owned  by 
im,  to  divide  the  vacant  land  applicable  to  thai 
object  between  Ihe  several  claimants,  in  inch 
Eaanner  aa  to  him  will  appear  most  equitable: 
Provided,  hcneeter,  That  ice  right  of  pre-emption, 

! ranted  by  this  section,  shall  not  eWeod  so  far  ia 
e|jih,  as  to  include  lands  fit  for  eutrirailon,  bor- 
dering on  another  river,  creek,  bayou,  or  water 
course.'  And  every  person  entitled  to  the  benefit 
of  this  section  shaft,  within  three  years  after  the 
date  of  this  act,  deliver  to  the  register  of  the 
proper  land  office,  a  notice  in  writing,  stating  tba 
situation  and  extent  of  the  tract  of  land  he  wishes 
to  pnttiuue,  and  ibaO  also  jsukt  the  payment  aad 


IV  Google 


APPENDIX. 

PubHc  Act*  of  Congrtta, 


paymeDlB  for  the  Mine,  at  the  time  aod  timn 
which  are  or  may  be  prescribed  by  law  for  ihe 
disposal  of  the  other  public  lands  id  ihe  said  Ter- 
ritory: ihe  time  of  bin  deliveriog  the  noiice 
aforeMid,  being  considered  as  the  date  of  the  pur- 
cbase.  And  if  any  such  i»r>on  Bball  fall  to  de- 
liver such  notice  withio  the  said  period  of  three 
years,  or  (o  make  such  payment  or  paymeDis  at 
the  lime  aboTe-mentioned,  bit  risht  or  pre-emp- 
tion shall  cease  and  become  void;  and  tba  land 
ma?  ibereafteT  be  purchased  by  any  other  person 
10  the  same  manner  and  otr  the  same  terms  as  are 
ot  may  be  provided  by  law  for  the  sate  of  other 
public  lands  in  the  sard  Territory. 

Sec.  6.  An4  be  it  further  ertacted.  That  the 
land  office*  established  by  virtue  of  the  fourth 
seclioa  of  this  act,  shall  be  opened  on  the  first 
day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twelve,  for  the  sale  of  all  the  public  lands,  with 
the  exception  of  Hection"nnmber  sixteen,"  of  the 
sail  spiiogs,  and  land  coniifruous  thereto,  and  of 
the  tracts  reserved  for  the  support  of  seminaries 
oflearning,  aa  heremafier  provided,  which  sball 
have  been  prevjously  surveyed  and  the  surveys 
thereof  returned  according  to  law  to  the  registers 
orih«ian,fnffi«B  respectively  J  and  on  the  first 
e  thousand  tiebt  hundred  and 
-'■■•,■-  ."-.—J  of  such  of  ilie public  lands, 
which,  from  the  nature  of  the  country,  cannot  b^ 
surveyed  m  the  ordinary  way,  and  are  embraced 
by  the  provisions  of  the  third  section  of  this  net 

"IS  «  ^T'  "r^l'^i  "''  ""^^  previous  to  the 
said  first  day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twelve,  been  Bdvertised  lor  sale  hv 
the  >,urveyor  of  the  public  lands  south  of  the 
Bute  of  Tennessee,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States.     TI 


of  the  Undo 

day  of  February,  o] 


.  _ —  ..      i.ie  public  sales 

for  the  lands,  subdivided  into  quarter  seci 
Iba  ordinary  way,  shall  be  held  foe  one  e 
moQtb,  utider  the  superintendence  of  the  register 
and  receiver  of  each  land  offic?  respectively,  and 
of  either  of  the  .urveyors  of  public  lands  wuth 
of  rennesape,  or  of  his  principal  deputy  survevi 
tn  the  district,  who  shall  each  receive  six  dolla 
fox  each  day's  attendance  on  the  same;  and  no 
Iract  of  land  shall  be  sold  at  said  public  sale*  for 

acribed  by  law  for  the  sale  of  public  lands  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory.  And,  from  and  after  the 
nrst  day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twelve,  any  tract  which  bas  been  thus  offered 
for  tale  at  public  sale,  and  remains  unsold,  as  well 
uany  tract,  of  land  embraced  by  the  provisions 
oi  the  tbtid  seclion  of  Ibis  act,  the  sale  of  which 
u  auiboriied  bv  this  section,  may  he  disposed  of 
at  private  sale  by  ibe  register  of  the  land  office, 
for  the  same  once  which  is  or  may  be  prescribed 
W  law,  for  t6e  sale  of  the  public  lanVis  ia  ihe 
Mississippi  Territory.  All  the  lands,  sold  [byl 
Tirtae  of  this  section,  shall  in  every  other resneit 


purchase  at  private  sale  of  the  mat  taej 
by  two  or  more  persons,  one  ot»bwi:j 
ly  inhabit  and  cultivate  such  [[Ki^bi:i 
lime  of  paaEJog  Ibis  aci.  aod  uill  eouitk: 
habit  and  cuhivaie  the  iMmeii  ihnw^ 
application,  the  nrefereoce  shall  ht  {.mi 
person  thus  inbaCiting  and  CDliiiiiiijL^ 
ofland:  Jndproruicd,ain,TtiiLiuIn 
final  decision  of  CongrcM  tunmi,^:! 
land  shall  be  offered  for  sale,  ihttluiEj 
has  been  in  due  time,  and  accordiuu;: 
sented  to  the  register  of  theliado&Li:: 
in  his  office,  for  (he  porpuHofbeiiijui-q 
by  the  commissioner*  appointed  fvii;;! 
of  lEcertaining  the  rights  gf  penosiw 
lands  in  ih«  Territory  of  OrletEi,«KM 
have  been  located  by  or  for  Mtjor &», 
fayeite,  according  to  lavr. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  fiiriker  autld'y 
addition  to  the  (awnahip  already  ttnm.j 
purpose  by  law,  in  Ui«  weit*ni  itoritt^-;i 
ritory  of  Orleans,  and  which  tbili^ 
aooib  of  Red  river,  another  eatiRimt.J 
be  located  by  Ihe  SecreUry  of  UkTvu 
of  Red  river,  for  tbe  use  of  a  xmitro 
io^,  and  also  an  eniire  township  is  a'.'.' 
of^Louisiaos,  for  the  support  of  i  bi^ 
ic«rning  within  the  said  Tern'iorf, 

And  bt  it  JJaHur  awrtdY 
an rtejror  general  iball  cause  inch  tta- 
lands  in  the  Territory  of  Loaimual* 
dent  of  the  United  Stale*  shall  dinetit' 
veyed  and  divided  in  ibe  mmtctuuBati 
'  Ihe  same  regulations  and  lisiHiiiMinec 
ae*,  as  ia  provided  by  law  iartiitiiaiiil'^ 
of  the  United  States  nnrlbwcsloflktinr^t 
and  above  the  month  of  ^atackfrim. 

Sec.  9,  Ami  be  it  fkrlher  oaM  TU^ 
the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  tke  Uiiiri !■- 
Ijriqg  in  the  Territory  of  LooisiMi,tlw- 
shalfhe  established,  which  shall  btbfii'' 
place  as  the  President  of  the  DDiddSmc'- 
direet;  and  s  register  and  receiTwof[«^'^~ 
neys  sball  be  appointed  for  taid  oS^rJ^ 
give  security  in  the  same  rosniiM,  i<  "" 
sums,  aitdwhosecompensatio(u,niio'm^j 
ties,  and  aatbority,  shall,  in  ererjiap^-' 
same,  in  relation  to  Ihe  lands  iriuch  ^kf-- 
posedof  at  their  office,  as  areor  iiiir''^|^ 
for  by  law,  in  relation  to  iSe  legtsttm''"' 
of  public  moneys  in  the  sevenl  cffiff^ 
ed  for  the  disposal  of  the  Isndiof*'^ 
Slate*  northwest  of  the  rlverOhiOgts')^' 
■uth- of  Kemocky  river. 
Sec.  10.  Andbt  it  JvrlhiT imdii'^ 
.-resident  of  ihe  Uoiied  States beuJ'='^ 
hv  authorized,  whenever  he itiill  ibiuf^- 
direct  so  much  of  the  public  land)  ^^*^ 
~      '  "       '  s  shall  l>i«^,f 


Territory  of  Lonisiaii 


,,         :    '  -"-"  '"  ■^"■j  umeiiBspeci     i  errnory  oi  ijOQisiaoa,  as  sosii  """"ji, 

oe  sold  on  the  same  terms  of  paymenl  and  condi-  veyed  in  conformity  with  the  niiiib««»'' 
iioQs.  In  the  tame  manner,  and  under  the  same  act,  to  be  offered  for  sale.  All  iwh  ki** 
regulalLona,  aa  are  or  may  be  prescribed  by  law.  i  With  the  exception  of  the  seelion  '""'^ 
forthesa^ofpuhliclaodsintheMississippiTer-  ieeo."which  shall  be  rtser.ri  is*'"*^, 
niory :  /Vopiifcd,  Aoweiw.  That  in  case  of  an  for  tie  support  of  nchoola  wiiiin  "lie"*' 
application  being  made  at  ih«  tame  Time,  for  tbe  I  exception  also  of  a  tract  r«erv«I  l'»<'^'^' 
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>f  ■  seminaiy  of  levniuK,  m  prorMcd  for  by  the 
ighth  sceiioD  of  ibis  act,  and  wilb  ibe  ncaiitiMt 
liao  of  the  mU  ifnogs,  mad  letd  miiiM,  aad  landi 
loiticaom  thereto,  which,  by  the  direetioa  pf  the 
'resident  of  iba  UDited  State*,  my  be  reierved 
or  tbe  fiHBTe  dwponl  of  the  Mid  Siacei,  shall  be 
iffered  for  nle  to  the  bigbett  bidder,  under  the 
lirectioa  of  the  register  of  the  Imail  offiee,  and 
he  receiver  of  the  pnhho  laeti^ys,  and  of  tbe 
irincipsl  deputy  rarveyn',  and  on  lOch  day  or 
lays  as  ahall,  by  pablie-pToctanaiien  of  the  Pres- 
deut  of  the  United  State*,  be  detlfnalcd  for  that 
lurpose.  The  salei  shall  remale  open  for  three 
reeks,  and  do  longer.  The  lands  stwtl  be  sold  for 
L  price  not  less  than  that  wbieh  bas  been  or  may 
ie  fised  by  law  for  the  publk  lands  northwest  of 
he  rirer  Ohio,  and  above  the  inouth  of  Kealnoky 
iver.  And  shall  ia  every  other  respect  be  sold 
n  tracts  of  the  same  sise.  on  the  same  termsand 
conditions,  a*  have  been  or  laay  be  by  law  pio- 
rided  for  the  lands  sold  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 
The  saperiniendenls  of  the  said  public  salMehall 
•aeh  receive  sli  dollars  for  each  day's  ailend- 
inee  on  tbe  said  sales.  All  tbe  lands  whicb  bare 
leen  thus  oSered  for  sale,  at  publie  sale,  temain- 
ag  unsold  at  the  closing  of  the  public  sales,  nay 
«  disposed  of  at  private  sale  by  tbe  rentes  of 
be  land  offiee,foribe  same  price  which  is  or  may 
«  prescribed  by  law-  fbr  the  sale  of  pnbfie  lan« 
n  ihe  State  of  Obio :  Providtd,  Aotteser,  That, 
ill  after  tbe  decision  of  Congress  thereon,  no  tract 
if  land  sball  be  offered  foreale,  the  claim  to  which' 
■as  been  in  due  time  and  according  to  law  pre- 
lented  to  tha  recorder  of  laad  titles  in  tbedistrici 
){  Louisiana,  and  filed  in  hi*  office,  for  the  pnr- 
Mseof  beinfrinvetli^led  by  the  commismners 
■ppointed  for  aseertainine  tbe  rights  of  persons 
claiming  lands  in  the  Territory  of  Iiouiaiana. 
And  paienti  shall  be  eblained  for  all  lands  sold  in 
ihe  Territory  of  Laoisiana,  iu  ibe  same  maaaer 
tod  on  the  same  term*  as  is  or  may  be  prorided, 
bylaw,  for  land  sold  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  itfitrthtr  enacted,  That  the 
cUim  of  ibeCorporaiion  of  the  City  of  New  Or- 
leans, to  the  commoD  adjacent  thereto,  and  with- 
in six  hnndred  yards  from  tbe  forltficationir  of  the 
same,  as  confirmed  b?  the  set,  entitled  "An  act 
retneciing  claims  to  lands  in  the  Territories  of 
Orleans  and  Louisiana,"  shall  be  deemed  veltdf 
Rlihough  the  relinquishment  of  the  said  corpora- 
lion  to  any  claim  beyond  tbe  said  distance  of  \ix 
hnadred  yards,  wan  not  made  till  after  the  expi- 
ration of  the  period  of  six  months,  prescribed  by 
ihe  act  last  mentioned. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
navigable  rivers  and  waters  in  tbe  Territories  of 
Orleans  and  Louisiana,  shall  be,  and  forever  re- 
main, public  highways. 

Bec  13.  And  bt  itjurther  enacted  Thai«  sum 
not  exceeding  forty  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the 
same  is  her^y  appropriated,  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  this  act  into  effect,  which  sum  shall  b« 
paid  out  of  unapjpopriaied  moneys  in  the  Trea- 
sury. 

Apiooved,  Pabniary  1&,  1811. 


Ad  Act  oeaaaning  &e  Bank  of  Aksendiia. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^^  That  tbe  corporatioa  hera- 
tofoie  creaied  by  the  name  and  style  of  the  Prea- 
ident,  Direelors,  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of 
Alexandria,  by  an  act  of  the  Legiilature  of  iha 
Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  passed  in  the  year 
leventeea  hundred  and  nineiy-two,  eniilled  "An 
act  for  establishing  a  bank  in  the  town  of  Alex* 
andris ;"  the  capiiat  slock  of  which  said  bank 
baib  been  increased  lo  live  hundred  ihonsand 
dollars)  and  which  said  corporation  was,,  by  an 
act  of  the  said  Con mon wealth,  passed  in  tha 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  one,  eoatinued  aniil 
the  fourth  day  of  March,  eighteen  liuodred  and 
eleven,  be,  and  iha  said  corporation  shall,  by  the 
name  and  »tyle  afoie»aid,  be  further  coatioucJ  . 
from  the  foi^rih  day  of  March  next,  until  tha 
fourth  day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  twen- 
ty>oite,  subject  lo  ihe  regulations  prescribed  liy 
and  made  in  tbe  muoer  provided  by  this  act. 

Sec.  8.  Asui  be  it  further  enaeud,  That  tbe 
■aid  cprpoFatiou  shall,  by  the  name  and  style  of 
tbe  Presidcat,  Directors,  and  Comnaoy  of  iha 
Bank  of  Alexandria,  be  capable  in  law  to  bold, 
have,  and  purcliase,  receive,  paeteis,  eojov  and  i» 
tain  io  iheiu  and.ibeir  lucceasors,  laaaa,  rents, 
tenements,  heredilameniE,  goads,  ehaitela  and 
effects,,  of  what  kind,  nature,  or  quality  soever i 
and  the  same  to  grants  demise,  alien  <v  dispo*« 
of;  and,  by  the  name  aforesaid,  may  sue  and  b* 
sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded,  answer  and  be  an- 
swered, defend  and  be  defended,  in  any  court  of 
record  wiihin  the  United  Stales;  and  say  doaod 
execute  every  other  matter  and  thing  by  the  nanta 
aforesaid,  that  they  are  authorized  to  do  by  virlua 
of  this  act:  Provided  aiwayt,  Tba(  the  laads^ 
tenements,  and  hereditamenu,  which  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  Ibe  president,  directors,  and  company 
lohold,  shall  beonlyBucb  as  shall  be  requisiia 
for  their  immediate  aacommodaiioa,  in  relation 
to  the  convenient  transacting  tbeir  business,  and 
such  as  shall  have  be«D  bona  fide  mortgaged  to 
them  by  way  of  security,  or  conveyed  to  tbem  in 
saliafaciion  for  debts  previoasly  eontraeted  ia  tha 
course  of  their  dealings :  Prvwdedalmt,  That  the 
president  and  direcioia  shall  not  puicbase  any 
goods,  chaiials,  or  ei&cis,  unless  such  as  ai«  sold 
by  virtue  of  an  execution,  upon  judgments  ob- 
tained by  them,  except  inch  articles  as  may  ba 
necessary  for  them  in  transacting  ibe  business  of 
the  bank i  but  it  shall  b«  lawful  for  them  to  re> 
eeireand  hold  such  securities,  goods,  chattels,  and 
eflects,  by  way. of  depoutc  for  advances  mad« 
b]r  tbem  to  any  pauoa  or  persona,  and,  on  failure 
ol  payment,  the  same  to  sell  and  dispoM  of  at 
public  sale. 

Sao.  3.  And  U  it  fiulher  eMoOed,  That  tb« 
capiul  slock  of  the  said  bank  shall  consist  of  fin 
hundred  thousand .  dollar*,  in  shares  of  iwo  han- 
dled dollars  each. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  itjurther  enacted,  That  ererT 
siockholdei  shall  be  eaiitled  to  vote  by  himielf, 
his  agent,  or  proxy,  appointed  under  bis  band  and 
seal,  at  all  elactioaa,  by  virtue  of  this  act;  and 
shall  have  as  many  votes  as  he  haa  shares,  aa  fa* 
•I  ten  ihara,  and  not  laofe  than  one  vote  for  every 
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sbara  thaiwftar ;  and  evaty  HaDhkoUvT  Ktr  lell 
■■d  traB*teT  liii  Block  ■■  the  bank,  or  BDy  ptft 
tfaersof,  at  kis  ptcatara,  bcm  beinf  len  tban  oi« 
eompletc  thai*  or  abarat ;  (be  tranaftr  to  be  mada 
In  tM  bank  booki,  in  the  prearaec,  and  witb  the 
approbaiioB  of  the  proprieiar  or  hi*  lawfal  attor- 
ney, aad  the  parchafar  iheo  to  b«  eatiiM  to  all 
iha  righia  wbieh  the  origioal  propriMor  raioyed. 
Btc.  i.  And  be  U  fiuther  enaettd,  Ttut  a 
neetingof  the  atoekholden.atthetownorAlMi- 


dTi^  ■hall  be  held  aaDDally,  on  the  Ikint  Mon- 
y  of  Jbdut;,  In  erer^  y«er,  durias  t' 
e  of  tbii  act ;  prenooa  notice  wn< 


he  pobUshed  ia  eome  newfpaper,  printed  in  Alex- 
«ndria^  Riebmond,  WiD«bester,  or  the  City  of 
Waabington,  fbi  the  «paae  of  fbor  treeka  Btweea- 
airely;  and  tbe  atoekWden,  awembled  in  ood- 
•eqoenee  of  each  notioa,  ahall  choote  by  baltot, 
froa  amooff  tbemaelvei,  by  a  majoriiy  of  rotes 
of  mob  aa  inall  be  presaat,  of  by  praiy,  nine  di- 
reeiora,  being'  cttisaBa  of  the  Uoried  Stalet,  for 
the  term  of  one  yaar  thereafter ;  and  on  tbe  same 
day  annoalht.  for  and  daring  the  ooii(Jntian«e  of 
ihiaae(,aliiaeI*ction  ihall  Demade;  am)  ii 


MumbJa,  of  any 
diraeior,  the  taatainiBg  directors  ii  their  nest 
maatiBg  iheraaAcr,  ahall  elect  by  ballot  another 
anoUwr  perM»,  ooalilad  aa  aforenid,  in  hia  place, 
for  tbe  twidiie  m  lk«  year.  The  direciws  or  any 
oavcn  of  ihaaa,  ahall, at  their  flrX  Tnmin|  after 
•vcryfeMral  deeiion,  elect  by  a  majcniy  o? mem- 
bar*  preacRl,  by  ballot,  from  among  tbe  stookhold' 
•ta,'*  praeideBt,  who  (hall,  whether  a  director  oi 
Doi,batk«raUpoBantiil«dloall  the  powers  and  pri- 
vilege* of  ooei  andif  he  w8*befoT«  a  dit«ctor  an- 
other director  ahall  be  elected  aa  albrnaid,  lo  aa 
to  keep  up  the  oember  of  direetora,  prescribed  by 
fkia  aet,  eielnaively  of  the  Precident ;  and  in  eaae 
of  rafnaal,  death,  faatgnaiion,  «  remoral,  oot  of 
(be  diatriet  aforaaaid,  of  the  preaiitrat,  the  diree- 
um  abalt  meat  aa  aooa  u  cmrenietatly  can  be 
(beteafler,  and  elaet  another  paraon  for  preaident. 
IB  manner  befwa  direoted. 
..  8k>.S.  And  b»  it  further  maeltd,  That  there 
k*  ■  meetiac  of  the  direetora  qoarterlv,  for  the 
poipoae  of  regnlaiing  tbe  affair*  of  the  Mok,  any 
STcofwhomahaUmake  a  board;  and  that  the 
board  bar*  power  to  adjoam  from  time  to  time ; 
and  tbe  preudenl,  or  an^  three  of  tbe  directors, 
nay  call  a  special  meeting  at  any  other  time  they 


nmy  think  neeenaty. 

S».  7.  And  be  U  Jkiif  _     

kaard  of  direwera  sfaaU  deiernAiM  the  manner  of 


.  Aitd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 


dning  bnaiaeat,  aad  the  mlea  and  fbmu  to  be  pur- 
atied ;  appoint  and  pay  tbe  various  offieera  wnieh 
they  may  find  Deeestar*';  end  diipoae  of  tbe 
money  and  credit  of  the  bank,  at  a  rate  not  ex- 
eeediag  six  par  cento m  per  aaaem;  and  make 
half  yearly  diridends  of  theptoflta,orof  auab  part 
tbeMof  H  tber  mar  ihiek  prudent. 

-  Bse.  &  Aiti  be  itfvrther  enatstti,  That,  in  tbe 
ap|M)iBtmeot  af  eashier  of  the  Mid  bank,  a  ma- 
jority of  the  Totca  of  aeren  direetora 
caaMry  to  a  cheice. 

.  BKJ..9.  And  be  UftrOermmtitd,  TkM  the 


board  tfaidl,  M  every  foantdy  B«niif,da> 
three  diieetors,  to  inspect  the  basiMMtfikM 

for  the  ensDlag  three  months;  aadiWiupMN 
so  eboaen,  or  aay  two  of  (htBjahtll,aiikn» 
ing  nf  every  Sjtur^y,  examine  iBUtktaiitii 
Ike  eash  aeaoont,  and  all  tbe  aotea  laard  id 
isaaed,  and  see  tliat  those  aceaanti  sn  Rjglirir 
baJaneed  and  traasferted. 

Sbc.  10.  And  beitfiathtr  mKttiTmiMj 
direMor,  oftcnr,  or  ottier  nenoa  hoUii{ii(ikn 
oroapital  (rf'tbeaaid  s(o^whoalull«mBiNt 
Amm  or  embanleoaant,  toechiog  tk  aaqa 
pnperty  of  tbe  «aid  bank,  shall  be  li^  a  h 
praaeenled  in  the  naoK  of  the  Uoiitd  EaiKk 
lodicimeot  for  the  aame.  in  anye«an  ifkiu 
the  dialriei  wherein  the  offene*  ibtll  b«  eoa>» 
ted;  and,  apon  eonvieiion  ifaeiesf,  lU, Mo 
the  remedy  that  maybe  had  by  aciMt  ii  ik 
name  of  the  Preaident,  DitaoUn,  udCcafui 
of  Ike  Bankof  Alexandria,  for  thsftuditesii 
forfeit  all  bis  abarc  aod  stock  ia  (kt  aid  kit « 
tbe  eompaay. 

Bao.  11.  And  be  it  JnrOer  atud,  "Skt  c 
dull  not  be  lawful  for  the  huk  ku^inaft- 
rated  to  lean,  by  diaeoaw  or  othnmamiiu 
twiee  Ibe  amount  of  it*  capital  >aci  KtwtT 

"^Bm?  12.  And  be  it  fnrihtr  mdd,  TW  n 
■todibolder  or  member  of  tbe  su^  nefui  "^ 
be  aaawerable  for  any  loas,  de6cinKia,H  U* 
of  the  capital  alock  of  aaid  beal,hiujaiiiK 
larger  aom  or  sums  of  moaej  *^>""'''~f 
the  aMUimt  of  the  slock,  slocu,  w  thm  "ki 
•hall  appear  by  tbe  books  of  thewdwpitu 
belong  to  him  at  the  time  or  liiats  »»«•«»» 
or  loaaaaakall  be  sualained,  eisepi  M»  b«ibr 
cxeepted,  that  is  to  say:  if  the  uuImHur 
debts,  which  the  aaid  eonaaay  shsll  tt  ui  w 
owe,  whether  by  bond,  bill,  aoia,  *i  «^  'f 
irael,  shaU  exeeed  double  tbe  iiaoaM  ttop 
■toek  of  t  be  aaid  bank  aeteaily  pud  i*>  ^  *^ 
above  tba  mpneya  actually  dt poiiiM  » <"  "f 
for  safe-fceepiog,  then  in  case  of  •«*  "fl^f^ 
durectora  under  whose  sdmiDitHauwiDuU'? 
pen,  ahall  be  liable  for  sncb  eiM«,  ib  <»"<  ^T 
raL  and  private  capacities;  and  ss  scUH  ' 
tioaa  of  debt  may  be  brought  *giiw  UbI' 
any  of  them,  ibeir  faeir&  eiacHioa  « •«'|^ 
tor^  in  any  court  of  record  wiititt  AtU^ 
Siatea,  by  any  creditor  or  cKdiiw  <■;'*! 
company,  and  may  be  pro«iii«i  wjo^P^' 
ution,  any  condition,  «Tf»*<, «  *^ 
the  contrary  ootwiihjwwif^jjj- 

_.,  be  conairued  to  CMinpi  »'  *!  ,t,' 

poliuc,  or  the  lands,  !eiiein«u,  g«A  *,;?! 
tela  of  the  aame,  from  bilngbiNfW^,  "^ 
able  witb,  the  s^id  excesT  8k*  »f *  J"«^ 
who  may  have  been  abseat  nbtt  *"".''".. 
was  contracted  or  created,  or  -»«"\.'^^ 
eented  from  tbe  resolniion  o'^--'''"^. 
sane  WW  10  eontmeied  or  «"«*•' ^'T',^^ 
ively,  exonerate  tbemselvee/w"  *•"*  j  j^ 
by  forthwith  giving  notice  of  the  fci^**^^ 
abMce  or  di5ent,  to  the  Mifor  rf  M^^_ 
Alexandria,  for  tbe  time  '>«"*>*'?'*  J,  i^ 
holders,  at  a  geacral  meeting  mu  " 
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)li«ll  kara  paw«r  M  aH  fat  that  pwrpcw.  Aad 
in  cue  ihe  dirccion,  br  whoM  vet  ancb  kcmi 
shall  be  oaaasioned,  »mU  not  kare  property  laffi- 
cient  10  par  the  amoaat  of  sneb  esMas,  then  Meb 
tad  every,  (toekholder  ihall  be  liable  in  tbeii  pri- 
vate eapaeitiea  for-  ibe  deficieoay,  in  propQitioD  to 
their  reapective  shares  in  said  baak. 
Sko.  13.  Avd  be  it  Jurlher  enacttd,  Tbat  the 

SresidcDt  and  diieeton  shall  doi  issue  any  note 
a  a  smaller  sum  than  flee  4oUara ;  and  ibe^preii- 
deot  and  diieetors  ehalL  cwce  in  every  year,  lay 
before  the  Secretary  rf  tbe  Tceasury  an  aesount, 
truly  statiag  Uw  situation  of  lite  bank,  and  its 
rands,  if  refuired. 

Ssc.  li.  Ami  ba  UJvAer  enacted,  Tbat  no 
director  sbaU  be  eaiiiied  to  any  amoluoMut)  oa- 
leas  the  saow  ikall  baee  been  allowed  by  a  ma- 
ioriiy  of  the  stookbaldei*  at  a  general  meaiinf. 
The  direeion  sball  make  fudt  WMnpaByiioa  to 
the  ptesideu,  for  bia  extmordiaary  acrricea  aad 
Bitendanca  at  ibe  bank)  as  shall  appoar  to  tbam 

bVo.  1&.  Aad  it  it  fiKtherenacUAi  That  none 
but  a  ttockholder.  betag  a  resident  of  tbe  Dittiiat 
of  Colniahia,  shaU  be  elifible  «»  a  presfdent  or 
director. 

Seo.  IQ.  A»I  be  UJivAtir  enacted,  Thai  eywy 
cashier  or  iMasnrer,  before  he  enteta  upon  the  da- 
lles of  hie  office,  ehall  ^ive  bond,  with  two  or 
mote  sacurilios,  to  iba  saiisisciioa  of  the  director*, 
for  hie  good  bahariour  in  office. 

Sbo.  17.  And  bt  itfitrther  enacttd,  Tbat  in 
case  it  shall  at  any  (ime  happen,  tbat  an  etaetion 
of  difeeton  ebsll  not  be  Bsade  on  any  dajr  when, 
pursuant  to  thia  act,  it  onght  to  be  made,  it  ahall 
and  may  be  lawful  on  any  otbtt  day  ip  bold  and 
make  as  cWetJon  of  dirceioia,  in  soch  manocr  as 
ihall  have  been  regulated  by  the  laws  an4  «rdi- 
ixnees  of  the  md  president  and  directors. 

Seo.  18.  Ami  be  it  furUur  ataeted.  That  ^ 
cess  of  Uw,  scrred  on  the  presiileBt  for  Ibe  tjma 
being,  shall  bedeatted  saffieieUMrvice,aad^aU 
avail  in  like  nunaer,  aa  if  it  bad  been  aeried  on 
all  tbe  dirodtira,  to  the  iniaot  and  parppoa  of 
making  tb«  said  corporate  company  renpoMiUft 

Seo.  IB.  AtdbeUfiaikereitatttd,  That  when* 
ever  aay  aou  sball  be  given,  eontaiolng  euuft 
conuni  in  vHtuc,  thai  it  nay  be  nagotiawa  et 
the  said  bank,  and  the  laaie  ebiall  be  andoned,  if 
payment  be  rejTutod  or  neglectod  to  be  madet  *t 
tbe  time  it  shall  hava  faepoma  due,  tbe  like  pio- 
cteding*  u«  to  be  bad  out  of  eonrt,  and  suit  may 
be  prosecuied  against  the  drawnr  and  endoraar, 
jnnily  or  upara^lyi  in  like  maonei  as  if  the 
same  waa  a  bit)  of  enhance. 

Sec.  30.  And  be  it  JiiiSier  enacted,  That  tbe 
uid  bank  shnll  continue  lo  traoaact  its  btMiaees 
or  ditconnt  and  depoaite  in  the  eoanly  of  Alexan- 
dria, in  the  District  of  Colombia. 

Approved,  Febranry  Ifi,  1814. 


An  Act  to  inooeporala  the  Bank  of'Wuhin|toD. 

Be  it  eaaeled,  ^.,  That,  froea  and  aAer  tlu 
fonrth  day  of  March,  which  will  be  in  the  year  of 
oar  Lord  one  tkoaimd  c^bl  kudnd  and  darw, 


pareooa,  tbair  lanl  lepreaeMMtres  or 

awiffne,  who  on  the  first  llonday  of  Septanber, 
in  the  year  of  onr  Lmtone  thon«nd  eight  ban- 
dred  and  nine,  at  the  City  of  WBthiagion,aDbr 
Miibed  certain  artiolea  of  ataoeiation,  and  formal 
>mpany  oi  limited  partaershithaader  tbeaame 
.  I  style  of  "The  President  and  Diroctors  of  the 
Bank  of  Waabrngton,"  and  who,  on  the  said  ioBrth 
day  of  Mareh,  io  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
eleven,  shall  hold  any  sbare  of  the  joint  stock  or 
fnpdi,  oraalad  in  pnnnance  of  the  said  artidas  of 
asaoeiaiioB,  and  tbeir  •ocoesaors,  being  .stock bold- 
era  as  aforeaaid,  sbatl  be,  and  ibay  are  hereby,  in- 
eorporalcd,  and  made  abody  ctxpocaieandpoliM 
by  Ibe  name  and  style  or  "The  President  ana 
DirecioTs  <rf  the  Bank  of  Waahiaginn ;"  and  1^ 
tat  nave  may  ana  and  bn  aned,  implead  and  ba 
_Dpleaded,  answer  and  be  anaweren,  defend  uti 
b«  defaoded,  in  eonrte  of  record  aaid  any  oibcr 
place  wbataoaveri  and  by  that  aama  may  ban 
and  bold,  purahase,  receive,  poaeras,  enjoy,  and  re- 
tain land*,  rents,  tpHmeau,  Aereditanant*,  gooda, 
ehatteU,  and  eflbcts,  of  what  natnte,  kind,  or  anal- 
ity  soevar;  and  the  Mmesell, grant, demise,  ali^, 
and  dispose  of}  aod  by  ihsit  name  shall  have  sti^ 
eeasino,  daring  the  coniianance  of  ihia  act,  an^ 
m^  mi^,  have,  and  use  a  eomraon  seal,  and  (be 
same  may  break,  alter,  and  ruww  at  pleasnra; 
a«d-ahaU  bare  power  to  ordain,  eatabliaa,aadpilt 
in  oxecoiion  aueh  ^4ai*a,  otduanee*,  and  ragn- 
laliona  a*  akall  seem  neceaaary  apd  coovanHnt 
for  the  goveraneni  of  the  said  corporation,  not 
being  contrary  to  law,  nor  to  tbe  coniitiiniioa 
tbereaf  I  and,  gepcrally,  lo  do  aod  execnio  aU  aev 
neceaaary  or  projMr  for  the  objeota  of  the  Mid  in- 
corporatioi^  snbjeet  to  lb«  rules,  r^ulaiioni^  re- 
slrktions,  limUadona,  and  provialone  kerun  da- 
seribed  and  declared. 

Bbo.3.  Aad  be  U  >r<A«r  enaded,  That  the 
oaptial  stMk  of  Ibe  said  bank  shall  coaaiatof  &wf 
hundred  thansaad  dolWr*.  mctey  of  tbe  United 
States,  lo  be  diridad  into  shares  of  twenty  doUan 
each;  of  whioh,,tatt  dollars  on  each  shara  will, 
aaaordiog  to  lb«  nrMeke  of  aseociation  aforesaid, 
have  bafn  paid  bebre  the  said  fourth  day  of 
Uaich,eighieenbaBdredoBdelevenj  aQdiiebnU 
be  opiioaal  with  aayaloiAbolder  tkereaftar  to  fiU 
nphiaor  bar  s ban  ar*baraa,br  Iba  paynant,  at 
any  one  tine,  of  the  midoe  of  ibe  moaey  dnp 
the>eoo,  who  ahaU  tkcrenpoo  be  anlttled  to  rn- 
eoive  dlridenda  is  fnWrc,  in  praporUon  to  ibo 
whole  nmoant  paid  upon  auak  share  or  akai«a: 
Pnvided,  Thni  the  dividend  or  dividands,  ra 
anah  awMs  of  aeonayao  paid,idiaU  not  eommeae* 
until  the  first  day  of  the  monik  next  anaaing  soak 

Sbo.  a!  And  be  a  fiuibtr  tnaeted,  That  ike 
Hid  bank  shall  transact  iu  bueinaaa  In  the  City 
of  Wsshittflon.  ,    ^. 

Stc.  i.  Aitd  be  U  /unlAtr  enacted,  Tbat  the 
afihira  of  the  bank  shall  be  coodueted  by  twelvo 
direcurrsnnd  a  prasidaBi,  whose  place,  if  obeaan 
from  among  tbair  nnmber,  ahall  be  atipplied  bj 
that  body.  Six  of  the  directota,  wilb  the  presi- 
dent, iball  form  a  board  or  qoornm  for  trtnaact- 
iag  all  the  biuinea*  of  the  compftny.    In  eaae  of 
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his  flicfcnefs  or  necessary  abaence,  bla  pltiee  may 
be  supplied  by  any  director,  wboin  be,  b^  vriiinf 
nader  hi*  band,  may  nomiaote  for  that  puipose ; 
or,  in  case  of  his  not  making  sacti  notaivatifin, 
the  board  maj  appofnl  a  president  to  act  during 
his  absence.  The  president  and  directors  who 
may  be  io  office,  under  the  said  articles  of  atso- 
eiition,  on  the  said  fourth  day  of  March,  eighteea 
hundred  and  eleten,  shall  continue  fa  office  under 
and  by  Tiriue  of  this  act  of  incorporaiion,  until 
others  shall  be  duly  chosen  in  their  atead.  No 
person  shall  be  a  director  or  president  who  is  not 
a  citizen  of  the  United  Siaieaaod  a  stockholder; 
and  a  director  ceasing  to  be  ■  stockholder  shall 
erase  to  be  a  director.  And  no  person, a  director 
of  another  bank,  shall  be  a  dhvctor  of  this  bank. 
Every  stockholder,  being  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote.at  all  elections  to 
be  hotden  by  the  stockholders,  in  pursuance  of 
this  act,  and  shall  havaas  many  votes,  in  propor- 
lioD  to  the  stock  he  may  hold,  as  fotlovs :  for  one 
share,  and  ijoi  exceeding  two  shares,  one  rote 
each  ;  for  erety  two  shares  above  two,  and  not 
exceeding  ten,  one  rot^;  for  every  four  shares 
above  ten,  and  not  exeeedib^  thirty,- one  vote; 
and  for  every  six  shares  above  thirty,  and  not  ex- 
seeding  sixty,  one  vote ;  for  every  eight  shares 
above  sixty,  and  not  exceeding  one  hundred,  oae 
vote ;  and  for  every  ten  shares  above  thai  num- 
ber, one  vote.  But  no  person  or  persons,  bodies 
corporate,  or  otherwise,  shall  be  entitled  to  more 
than  fifty  rotes.  But  no  stochhotdershall  be  per- 
mitted to  vote,  who  has  not  held  his  stock  two 
calendar  months  prior  to  the  day  of  election.  All 
stockholders,  livinr  in  (he  City  of  Washingtoa, 
shall  vote  in  the  choice  of  directors  by  ballot  in 
person ;  bat  every  Etoekhulder,  living  out  of  said 
city,  may  vote  in  person  or  by  a  written  ballot  by 
him  or  her  subscribed  with  bis  or  her  name,  and . 
duly  acknowledged  before  a  judge  of  a  court,  a 
justice  of  lbs  peace,  or  a  notary  public:  a  certi- 
ficate whereof  shall  be  made  oiksiid  ballot  hy  the 
indge,  justice  of  the  pMCe,  at  jiolary  public,  be- 
fore whom  such  ncknowledgmeat  shall  be  made, 
•nd'  said  ballot  shall  by  him  be  sealed  up,  aoo 
addressed  to  the  cashier  of  the  bank;  and  belDs 
Irensmilted  before  the  time  of  the  eleelioo,  shall 
be  received  and  counted  ia  the  ele«tlen.  No 
person  who  is  not  a  citizen  of  the  United  Stale* 
■hall  be  entitled  to  vole  in  any  election  of  this 
corporation.  Provided  nevtrmdtm,  That  this 
-aeetioD  may  ac  any  time  hereafter  be  altered  or 
amended  by  Congress,  in  !<uch  manner  as  they 
may  see  Bt,  so  as  to  provide  for  an  annval  rota- 
tion of  the  directors. 

Sue.  5.  AtuI  be  it  further  enacted,  That  a  gen- 
eral teeeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the  said  bank 
■hall  be  boldea  on  the  6rst  Monday  of  January, 
.  ia  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  twelve,  and  on 
the  first  Monday  of -January  io  every  year  there- 
after, at  such  place  as  the  president  and  directors 
shall  appoint,  by  giving  foor  weeks  notice  in  one 
or  more  of  the  aewspgpers  of  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, for  the  purpose  of  electing  directors  for 
the  ensuing  year,  who  shell  meet  on  the  day  eae- 
eeedlDj  Ibetc  aleotivii,  and  ahall  immediately 


proceed  to  clwose  a  presidtat;  ndtktri 
and  directors  for  the  tiite  biisf  ibti 
in  office  until  others  shall  be  dalrslnai 
places,  and  be  org;anized  by  tJH  uni^ 
quorum,  and  the  cboice  of  a  prtafe 
elections  the  persons  baving  At  grrw.i 
of  votes  shall  be  deemed  to  beckon.ii 
tioDs  shall  be  held  auder  the  sspiriuji 
the  president  of  the  bank  far  ikciiKn 
four  Btockbolden,  not  being  at  thtiiat.i 
appointed  bv  the  board  of  dimunv  i 
whom  shall  be  jadgea  ihereoT.  IV  ^ 
mediately  (hereafter  notify  the  wmt-i 
meet  the  ensuiug  day  at  the  baaliW.!  i 
a  returii  of  the  peraoai  elected  ii*m^i 
iug.  Should  two  or  morepeisMih)*:j 
number  of  voles,  the  other  iriinte!-i 
directors  shatt  determitia  bybstawii 
said  persons,  who  shall  be  the  Jinar> " 
ors.  Alt  elections  shatt  be  opesWie 
io  ihe  forenoon,  and  cloaed  ati^i» 

Se'o.  V,.  And  he  it  furlKer  m^': 
president  and  direetots  shall  biTiiir 
make,  revise,  alter,  and  aBaBfacai 
orders,  by-laws,  and  regolBti(m,i'rl 
eramentofthe  sutd  eorpontiMi,  »■ - 
officers,  servants  and  aflain,  vif:-^ 
time  to  time,  think  expedieat;  ai*i|»^'  | 
ftnd  dispose  of  tfae  capital  stock,  W 
pertyof  the  said  bank,  fottheiawrtwc 
of  the  stockholders,  subject  oilfua-' 
ttons  herein  cootaiiwd;  but  !*««'- 
not  take,  for  discountiag  aof  bill""" 
than  at  the  rate  of  six  per  eeot  |W>^ 
the  amount  dueby  aucn  bitlofM*  , 

Sbc.  7.  And  be  U  fitrtker  eas**  ■ 
promissory  notes,  bilb  of  eiehiMt,*" 
and  receipts,  for  Ihe  payineotot«iwt> 
behalf  of  the  Mid  bant  s^[ae4  k(  WP- 
and  couolersigned  or  aiiasied  1»T'»^:! 
be  oMigaiory  opon  the  said  »*!'^"\ 
shall  possess  the  like  qoaliiies  •<••** 
and  the  hdders  ihereof  shall  ksit*"'" 
thereupon,  as  if  auch  pW^^^^^TJel 
exchange,  drafts,  checks,  or  i**^ 
made  by  or  on  behalf  of  a  """'•'S'l, 

Sec.  B.  And  be  U  fiiMv  "fj^i. 
books,  papers,  eoiTe3po«de«*»"rL 
bank,  sbalfat  all  tim«be  »^'JZ 
tiOB  of  the  dlreeiora.  Andthe**!^, 
directors  shall  once  in  ersry  r^,t 
laid  before  the  Secretary  of  *'  «» 
United  Slates  an  aeconot  iralr*^ 
lion  of  the  bank  and  its  faeii.        f^j, 

Sbc.  9.  And  be  *«  J**'**^.'^* 
■aid  president  and  directors  ■''  jTir 
appoint  a  cashier,  and  all  othti  rz^» 
vants,for  exeentingtbe  basiseii"' ^ 
and  to  establish  the  competi^'V,^ 
the  president  and  all  ottW^^uM^ 
of  the  said  bank  respeeiirell-  °?,'Ii^ 
tioo  shaU  be  |iven  to  a  *'««^jr.  i* 
except  by  a  vote  of  the  siscn'*" 

Bbc.10.  And  be  Ufwrti^"^ 
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pmideni  ind  dii«<lora  abatl  ha*e  power  lo  etll 
a  general  neetiag  of  the  stoekholdfn,  for  par- 
poses  coDcemiDE  (be  iolsmts  of  ihe  bank,  giving 
leist  lix  weeks  DOtiee  in  on«  or  more  of  the 


aewspipeH  of  Ibe  Cil)'  of  Waihington,  speciffia^ 
in  such   notice  tbe  object  or  obji 
meeting. 


abjeeti  of  sucE 


11.  And  bt  U  further  enacted,  That  the 
sbares  of  capital  stock,  at  anytime  owqed  by  eaf 
iDdivittanl  stockbolders,  sliaU  be  traniferable  onl; 
on  tbe  books  of  tbe  bank,  according  to  Kncb  rutea 
as  may.  conformably  to  law,  be  eatabliihed  in 
that  bebalf  by  the  preiideni  and  directors;  bat 
all  debts  aciaallT  due  and  payable  to  the  bank 
(days  of  grace  for  payment  oeing  pad)  by  a 
stockholder,  requesting  a  iranifer,  must  be  satis- 
fied before  sncb  transfer  siiali  be  made,  unless  the 
president  and  directors  shiK  direct  to  tbe  eon- 

Sec.  is.  And  be  it  further  enacttd,  That  the 
dividends  of  the  profits  of  the  company,  or  so 
much  of  said  profits  as  shall  be  deemed  expwdieot 
and  proper,  ibalt  b«  declared  half  yearly,  in  the 
first  ^Teek  in  May  and  November,  in  each  year; 
tbe  amojnt  of  said  dividend  abair,  fVcrtn  lime  to 
time,  be  determined  by  the  president  and  direct- 
ors, and  shall  in  no  case  exceed  the  amoUDt  of 
the  net  profits  aciually  acquired  by  the  company, 
so  that  the  capital  stock  of  the  said  company 
shall  never  be  impaired  by  dividends. 

Sec  13.  And  be  it  furtktr  enacted,  That  the 
said  bank  shall  not  at  any  time  discount  or  loan 
a  greater  sum  than  double  the  amount  of  the 
capital  stock  thereof,  which  shall  be  aciually 
paid  in. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  Ufariher  enacted.  That  if  the 
said  directors  shall  a(  any  time  wilfully  and 
knowitigly  make  or  declare  any  dividend,  wbieh 
shall  impair  the  said  eapitai  stock,  all  tbe  direct- 
ors present  at  the  making  or  declaring  of  said 
dividendj  and  cooteniiDg  thereto,  shall  be  liable 
in  their  individual  capacities  to  Ihe  company  for 
the  amount  or  prOporuon  of  said  capital  stock  so 
divided  by  the  said  directors;  and  each  director, 
who  ahali  be  present  at  the  making  or  declaring 
sDcb  dividend,  shall  be  deemed  to  have  contented 
thereto,  unless  be  shall  immediately  enter,  in 
writing,  his  dissent  on  the  minutes  ofihe  pro- 
ceedings of  the  board,  and  give  ntJlJce  thereof  to 
the  Secreury  of  the  Treasury  of  lUe  United 
Stales. 

Sec.  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  tbe 
bank  shall  in  no  case  be  owners  of  any  ships  or 
vessels,  or  directly  or  indirectly  be  eoocemed  in 
trade,  or  the  tmportalionor  exportation,  purchase, 
OT  sale,  of  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise, 
whatever,  except  bills  of  exchange,  bullion,  stock 
of  the  United  States,  or  of  Incorporated  io-ttitu- 
tions,  and  such  ships,  vessels,  eoods,  wares,  or 
merchandise,  as  shall  be  truly  pledged  to  them 
by  way  of  secarity  for  debts  due,  owing  or  grow- 
ing doe  to  the  said  bank,  or  purchased  by  it  to 
secure  such  debts. 

Sec.  16.  And  be  itfitrther  enacted.  That  tbe 
bank  shall  not  purchase  or  hold  any  lands,  leoe- 
menis,  or  other  real  eaUtes,  oiher  than  what  may 


tbe  bank  by  way  of  security,  or  conveyed 
satisfaction  of  debts  previously  contracted  in  the 
course  of  dealings,  or  purchased  to  secure  debts 
eoDlracted  wiih  or  doe  lo  tbe  bank ;  end  in  every 
instance  in. which  the  bank  may  become  the 
owners  or  claimants  of  lands,  tenements,  or  real 
estates,  the  president  and  directors  are  empow- 
ered to  sell  or  dispose  of  Ihe  same,  in  such  man- 
ner as  they  may  deem  beneficial  for  tbe  said  bank. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  itfurther  enacted,  Thalifanr 
vacancy  shall  at  any  time  happen  amcng  the  di- 
rectors by  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise,  the 
rest  of  tbe  directors,  for  the  time  being,  shall  elect 
a  director  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

Sec.  18.  And  be  itfuriher  enacted,  That  any 
number  of  stockholders,  who  shall  he  proprietors 
of  not  less  than  two  thousand  shares,  may,  for 
any  purpose  relative  to  tbe  institution,  at  any 
lime  apply  to  ibe  president  and  directors  to  eau 
a  general  meeting  of  the  stockholders,  and  if 
by  ibem  refused,  Ihe  fsid  number  at  stockhalders, 
proprietors  of  not  less  than  the  number  of  share* 
aforeaaid,  shall  have  power  to  call  a  geaeral' 
meeting  of  the  atookholden.  gitinr  atlea»t  sixty 
dayanoiice  in  oneor  tnoteofthe  public  newspaper* 
of  the  City  of  Waahinglon,  apecifyins  in  suck 
notice  the  object  or  objects  of  such  calf. 

Sec.  lS.^nd  be  U  further  enacted,  That  the 
total  amount  of  the  debts,  which  the  said  corpo- 
ration shall  at  any  time  owe.  whether  by  bond, 
bill,  note,  or  other  contract,  shall  not  exceed  twice 
the  amount  of  their  capital  stock  actually  paid 
over  and  above  the  moneys  then  actually  dej>osi> 
ted  in  Ihe  bank  for  safe  keeping.  la  case  of  ex- 
cess i  he  directors,  under  whose  administration  it 
shall  happen,  shall  be  liable  for  the  same,  in  their 
natural  and  private  capaeilies;  and  an  action  of 
debt  may  in  such  ease  be  brought  against  tbem, 
or  any  c^  them,  their  or  any  of  their  heirs,  execu- 
tors, or  admin  is iralors.  in  any  court  proper  to  try 
the  same,  by  any  creditor  or  creditors  of  saiJ  cor> 
poration.  and  may  be  prosecuted  lo  jadgmeat  aitd 
execulion;  any  condition,  covenant,  or  agree- 
ment to  the  cenirary  notwiihslaoding.  But  thie 
shall  not  be  contirued  to  exempt  said  ccfrporalion, 
or  the  lands,  lenemenis.  goods,  or  chattels  of  the 
same  from  being  also  liable  for  and  chargeable 
with  said  excess.  Such  of  said  direeion  who 
may  have  been  absent  when  said  excess  was  con- 
tracted or  created,  or  who  may  hare  dissented 
from  Ihe  resolution  or  act  whereby  the  same  waa 
so  contracted  fit  created,  may  respectively  eione- 
taie  themselves  from  being  so  liable  by  forihwiih 

5lving  notice  of  the  fact,  and  of  their  absence  or 
issent.  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  tbe 
United  Stales,  and  to  the  stockholders,  at  a  general 
meeting  which  they  shall  have  a  power  to  call  for 
that  purpose;  and  the  body  corporate,  hereby  erea- 
led,  and  tbe  capital  slock  thereof,  shall  be  liable 
for  all  the  debts  and  eDgaffements  contracted,  or 
whiebi  before  or  on  ihe  said  fourth  day  of  March, 
in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  eleven,  shall  be 
conlraeteil  by  the  company  or  CD-patinerahiplMra- 
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tofore  creiied  hy  ibe  articles  at  aHoeiftiioQ  herein 
before  Fuenliooed,  and  which  carried. on  ihe  bank- 
ing business  under  the  Dame  and  style  of  "  The 
President  and  Directors oCtbs  Bankof  Wasbing- 
lOD ;"  and  the  creditors  of  the  said  copartnership 
shall  ha*e  the  like  remedy  by  action,  agaiast  the 
said  bcdf  corporate,  as  the]'  bad  or  hare,  or  maj' 
or  can  have,  against  the  said  co-partnership. 

Sec  20.  Ami  be  it  /urther  enaded.  That  in 
cue  il  should  at  any  lime  happen,  that  an  elec- 
tion of  directors  should  not  he  made  on  any  day 
wbeo,  pursuant  to  this  act,  it  ought  to  have  been 
made,  tbB Mid  corporation  shaU  not  for  that  cause 
be  deemed  to  be  dissolved ;''  but  it  shall  be  lawful 
on  any  other  day  to  hold  and  make  an  election  of 
directors,  at  a  mectinj^  to  be  called,  in  snch  man- 
ner as  shall  be  prescribed  by  ihs  law*  and  ordi- 
nances of  the  said  corporal  ion. 

Sec.  21.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this 
act  shall,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  be  deemed 
and  held  a  public  aci,  and  be  and  cooiinae  in 
force  for  the  term  of  ten  years,  from  and  after  the 
fourth  day  of  March,  which  will  be  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  ihoUMQd  eight  handted  and 
elereo,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  February  15,  ISll. 


If  Aleiaadria. 
Be  it  enacted,  fe.,  That  the  present  subKrlbers 
to  the  Farmers'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  as  well  as 
those  who  shall  hereafter  become  subscribers  to 
the  sape,  their  successors  and  assigns,  shall  ht. 
and  tbey  are  hereby  created  a  corporation  and 
body  politic  by  the  name  and  style  of  the  Far- 
mers'Bank  of  Alexandria ;  and  by  thai  name  and 
style  shall  be  and  are  hereby  made  able  and  ca- 
pable in  law  lu  hare,  purcha^,  receive,  possess, 
enjoy,  and  retain,  to  them  and  their  successors, 
Uads,  rents,  hernfitemeDts,  goods,  chattels,  and 
effects,  of  woat  kind,  nature,  or  quality  soever: 
and  the  same  to  sell,  grant,  demise,  alien,  or  dis- 
pose of;, to  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be  im- 
S leaded,  answer,  and  be  answered,  defend  and  be 
efeuded,  in  courts  of  record  6r  any  other  place, 
whatsoever,  subject  nevertheless  to  the  rules,  regu- 
lations, restrictions,  limitation,  and  provisions 
hereinafter  prescribed  and  declared- 

Sac.  2.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  the 
capital  stock  of  said  corporation  may  consist  of 
five  hundred  thoUsaod  dnllars,  divided  into  shares 
of  fifty  dollars  each  j  and  sabscripiions,  ttiwarde 
filling  up  ibe  remaining  patl  of  said  stock  not 
already  subscribed,  may  be  opened  by  the  presi- 
dent and  directors  of  tbebanl^  at  such  times  and 
places,  and  under  such  regulations,  as  they  shall 
direct;  and  il  shall  be  lawful  for  aajr  person,  a 
citiien  of  the  United  States,  to  subscribe ;  and  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  presideitt  and  directors 
to  give  notice  in  two  newspapers,  or  more,  pub- 
lished in  the  District  of  Columbia,  of  the  limes 
and  places  of  opening  such  sub^criptioas,  at  least 
thirty  days  pievious  thereto;  and  each  of  said 
subscriptions  shall  be  kept  open  one  day  at  least, 
and  such  further  time  as  said  directors  may  order,  i 


shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  catpoiaiiDiiQkU, 
shall  be  only  !uch  as  shall  be  r'eqiiiiileliiiit)ii' 
mediate  accommodation,  in  reUtiameikuii- 
Veoieat  transaction  of  its  business,  uJndu 
shill  have  been  conveyed  to  it,  in  sitii^iinif 
debts  previously  contracted  in  ihteoRofj'u 
deaiingn,  or  purchased  at  sales  on  jrigKiu, 
which  shall  have  been  obtained  rormdlisi!; 
Dor  shall  Ibis  corporation  direetif  tv  iiMi 
deal  in  or  trade  in  anything,  eice^i  biilt^a- 
changejgold  or  silver  bullioa;  or  lallienliil 
goods,  really  and  truly  pledged  [or  aDiKrk 
an  j  not  redeemed  in  diie  time;  araTiKdiidi 
by_  virtue  of  an  execution,  oa  ijolpni^ 
taioed  by  them. 

Sec. 4.  Andbeitfvr(}ia-enacltd,Tii\,!ak 
well  ordering  the  aSdirs  of  the  niii  corpmim, 
there  sltall  be  thirteen  directors,  of  wtonwn 
shall  be  an  election  on  the  Srsi  MMdif  in  1» 
uary,  in  each  year,  by  the  siociiholiltistupop 
etors  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  a'li  tvpiam, 
and  by  plurality  of  the  votes  actoillr^ra;  ui 
those  who  shall  be  duly  chosen  it  u/f/aiiM 
shall  be  capable  of  serying  as  dincurs,  If  ^"^ 
tue  nf  such  choice,  anlil  the  end  orajiimMM 
the  Monday  of  January  Qeiteasaiiiii'it''»'" 
such  election,  and  untU  otbers  ihtll  !>e  ()">« 
But  the  first  election  of  directors  aatoiliiifl 
shall  not  take  place  until  the  SrstMomliTi'^ 
nary,  in  the  year  one  thausasd  ci^ilii^ 
and  twelve;  and  the  said  direcian.ii^''''^ 
meeting  after  each  election,  sbull  ei*»o«B 
their  numberas  presidenL  Nop«rMiuinW 
of  another  bank,  shall  be  a  direeUn  rf  'Ha'**- 
Provided,  That  Tn  case  it  should  H "I"" 
happen,  that  an  election  of  direcian  skoildi^ 
be  Qtade  upon  any  day,  when  patsoini  w  n* 
act  it  ought  lo  have  been  msde,  tlit  e(irp«i>i* 
shall  not  for  that  cause  be  deemtil  to  t«di^'.«'> 
but  it  shall  be  lawful  on  aD/oikerdir'H^" 
fifteen  days  thereafter,  to  hoIdaDdnni""^* 
tion  of  directors  in  such  manaer  U  sbill  "« 
been  regulated  by  the  Uws  »iJ  orJumi^  a 

'^SLcT'Ind'be  U  further  etacUd,  Thuo"^ 
rector  shall  be  entitled  to  any  emolBiMni,  nnw 
the  same  shall  have  been  ailored  bj  :iie  ii«l' 
holders  at  a  general  meeting.  TheJ^rKW''* 
make  such  compensation  la  the  frestoUDf" 
extraontin^ty  attendance  at  lb*  W,"""^ 
shall  appear  reasonable.  _    .x 

Sec.  6.  And  be  Ufurihertnactii.  Tli'W'" 
rectors  for  the  lime  being  sl'*"*',"^^ 
appoinlsuch  officers  and  se'v.nt.MJ^'^f^^ 
may  be  necessary  for  eiecu'ine '"  "r  ^n-. 
the  said  corporation,  and  to aIloBii««^^^J5 
pen&ation  for  their  services,  r[s(i«ii"'f> 
seem  reasonable;  and  shall  be  aP"^"^,  '^^ 
cising  such  other  powers  and  ''['"■""^''^IJ, 
well  governing  and  ordering  of  '■'' ',  j"]  ,J 
said  corporation  as  shall  be  J«tibed,  ij^f^ 
determiaed  by  the  laws,  regBUnons,"*'"^ 
ces  of  the  same.  ^  iin..,,i,iirti- 

Sec.  7.  intf  6e  iI>1A«r  tiwcWi,  Tl""*'^ 
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ideal  and  diireton  shall  deurniin«i  the  maoopr 
of  doing  busJacM,  and  the  fqIm  and  fufini  lo  bt 
pursueo,  and  dispose  of  the  money  and  credit  of 
ibe  bank  in  such  manner  aa  ihall  seeia  to  them 
best  calculated  to  promote  the  inlerett  of  ibe 
proprietors. 

Sec.  B.  Awi  he  iXfuHher  enacted.  That  stock- 
holders shall  role  at  alt  vlectioos  for  direclore, 
by  balloi,  in  person,  except  those  who  shall  re* 
eide  oat  of  toe  town  of  Alexandria,  who  may 
vole  either  in  person,  or  by  a  written  ballot,  by 
him  or  her  subscribed  with  his  or  ber  name,  and 
duly  acknowledged  before  a  judge  of  a  court^  a 
justice  of  the  pence,  or  notary  public;  a  cerli6- 
cale  whereof  shall  be  made  on  said  ballot,  by  the 
Mid  jadge,  justice  of  the  peace,  or  notary  public, 
before  whom  snch  ackDOwledvement  shall  be 
made,  and  the  said  ballot  sbalt  be  sealed  op  and 
directed  to  the  cashier  of  the  hank;  and  betng 
transroitled  to  said  cashier,  before  the  time  of 
Ibe  election,  shall  be  received  and  counted  in  the 
choice  of  directors.  No  share  or  shares  shall 
confer  a  rijcht  of  suffrage,  which  shall  not  have 
been  holden  two  calendar  months  previous  to  ihe 
day  of  election;  and  the  number  of  votes  to 
which  each  stockholder  shall  be  entilled  shall  be 
in  proportioi)  to  the  nurober  of  shares  he  shall 
bold,  as  follows:  For  one  share,  and  not  exceed- 
ing two  shares,  one  vole  each ;  for  every  two 
shares  above  two,  and  not  eiceediog  ten.  ooe 
vote;  for  every  four  shares  above  tea,  ana  aot 
eiceeding  thirty,  one  vote  ;  for  every  six  shares 
above  ihirif,  and  not  exceedingsixty,  one  vole; 
for  every  eight  shares  above  sixty,  and  not  ex- 
ceeding one  hondred,  one  rote;  and  for  every 
ten  shares  above  that  number,  one  rote;  but  no 
person  or  persons,  bodies  corporate  or  oiherwise, 
sbill  be  entitled  to  more  than  fifty  rotes:  Pro- 
vided.  That  this  section  may  at  any  time  here- 
after be  altered  or  amended  by  Congress,  in  such 
manner  as  they  may  see  fit,  so  as  to  provide  for 
an  annual  rotation  of  direclora.    . 

8eo.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  one 
month  previous  loeacb  election  of  directors,  the 
cashier  shall  cause  to  be  made  out  a  correct  list 
of  all  the  stockholders,  which  shall  be  subject  to 
the  inspection  of  any  ttock holder. 

Sec.  10.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  Thai  no 
person  shall  be  eligible  to  hold  tbe  office  of  presi- 
dent or  director,  who  is  not  a  citixeo  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  a  bmafde  stockholder. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  fuHher  enacted.  That  a 
majuriiy  of  the  whole  number  of  directors  shall 
be  necessary  in  the  choice  of  a  president  and 
cashier;  but  three  members,  with  the  president, 
may  constitute  a  board  for  traosactiag  the  ordi- 
nary buiioeas  of  the  bank. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  fiu-lher  enacted,  Thai  the 
president  and  directors  shall,  as  soon  as  they  may 
deem  it  expedient,  declare  a  dividend  of  profits; 
and  every  half  year  thereaCler,  shall  make  and 
declare  soch  dividends  of  proAi  as  they  mav 
deetu  proper ;  but  no  dividend  shall  be  declarw, 
except  by  a  majority  of  all  the  directors. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 


which  their  proceedings  at  their  mestioga,  as  « 
board,  aball  be  regularly  recorded,and  upon  every 
question  which  may  occur,  the  ayes  and  noes 
thereupon  tball  be  noted,  which  record -book  shall 
at  all  times  be  open  to  the  inspection  of  any  stock- 
balder  not  being  a  director,  officer  or  servant  of 
any  otner  bankj  who  shiill,  six  months  prerious 
to  bis  application,  be  the  proprietor  of  stock  to 
the  amount  of  three  thousand  dollars. 

8eo.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  aay 
Dumber  of  siookholders,  not  leas  than  iweair, 
awning  togeibet  fifty  thuusand  dollars  of  stocK, 
shall  Iw  at  liberty  to  call  a  meeiingof  thestock- 
botdera  at  any  time,  and  may  appoint  three  gf 
iheic  number  as  a  committee  lo  examine  into  th« 
Slate  and  condition  of  the  bank,  and  the  manner 
in  which  its  afiaiis  have  been  coodncied:  Pro- 
vided.  That  no  member  of  such  committee  shall 
be  a  director,  president,  or  other  officer  or  ser- 
vant of  any  other  bank. 

Sbo.  15.  And  be  it  further  macled,  That  tk« 
president  and  cashier  shall  respectively  give  bond 
and  security,  and  alao  take  an  oath,  for  the  faith- 
ful discharge  of  their  duties;  the  president  in  tht 
sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  and  the  cashier 
in  the  sum  of  thirty  ihou^nd  dollars;  the  other 
officers  and  servaais  shall  also  take  an  oath,  and 
enter  into  bond  and  security,  in  auch  same  as  iba 
president  and  directors  may  preacribe. 

Ssc.  16.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  th« 
•aid  bank  shall  not  at  any  time  discount  or  loaa 
a  greater  sum  than  double  tlieamonnt  of  the  cap- 
ital stock  thereof,  wbich  aball  be  actnallypaid  io. 

Ssc.  17.  And  be  itfurlher  enacted.  Thai  all 
bills,  bonds,  notes,  and  every  contract  or  engage- 
ment, on  behalf  of  the  corporation,  for  ihe  pay- 
ment of  money,  shall  be  sigped  by  the  president 
and  countersigned  by  the  cashier;  and  tne  funds 
of  the  eorporation  shaU  in  no  case  be  liable  for 
any  contractor  engagement,  unless  the  same  shall 
be  signed  and  oounteraigned  a*  aforesaid ;  ao^ 
Ihe  president  and  directors  shall  act  issue  any 
note  for  a  smaller  anm  than  five  dollars. 

Sac.  IS.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it 
shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  president  and  direciora, 
to  demand  or  receive  a  greater  diaeouot  or  iate^• 
eat  than  at  theraleof  one  per  cenL  for  sixty  daya, 
upon  anv  loans  or  advauees  of  money  which  they 
may  nuke. 

Sao.  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  tb« 
shares  of  the  capiul  stock  shall  be  transTarrabt* 
at  any  time,  according  to  such  rules  a*  may  ba 
esiBblished  bv  ihe  president  and  directors;  but 
no  stock  shall  be  traasferred,  tbe  bolder  thereitf 
being  indebted  to  the  bank,  until  such  debt  be 
satisfied,  except  tbe  presideni  and  directors  shall 
oiherwiae  order  it. 

Sec.  20.  And be'U fiirther enacted,  Thatevery 
stockholder,  whether  he  be  so  by  original  snif- 
scription  or  h^  transfer,  shall  be  considered  as  ■ 
member  of  this  corporation,  and,  when  he  eeasea 
lo  beasiockbolder,  he  shall  cease  to  be  a  member. 

Sec.  21.  And  be  it  fiirther  enacted,  That  it 
shall  be  Ibe  duty  of  the  president,  or,  in  his  ab- 
seoce,  sttch  ooe  of  the  directors  as  fhey  shall  ap- 
point, to  iupply  hU  place  for  the  time,  lo  praaida 
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«l  the  board  of  director!,  to  tom  ob  M  qaeitioiu, 
to  tDiautc  tbe  proceeding*  of  Ibe  board,  to  cause 
all  the  ordeii  aod  resolation)  of  Ihe  board  to  be 
carried  iato  effect,  to  hI^b  all  boadf,  bills,  Dotea  or 
otber  engageoMDis,  wbicb  the  board  of  direcion 
UBf.  from  time  to  time,  direct  lobe  iuued  for  the 
fmyiueiit  of  noaejr,  aad  geaerallf  to  tuperinCeDd 
the  affaira,  ajid  to  watcb  om  tbe  iniereit  of  thii 

Sac.  23.  And  be  U further  eaacUd,  That  if  a 
.TacBDCf  sball,  at  aof  (ime,  happen  io  tbe  office  of 
preeideni,  director,  caibier,  or  may  otber  officer  or 
MtTaot  of  tbe  baok^  b;  death,  re&ignUioD,  ilisqual- 
ificatioQ  or  otherwiae,  the  ume  mar  b«  filled  hj 
m  nuioriiy  of  the  directors  for  tbe  tiise  being, 

Bao.  33.  And  be  it  ftnihtr  enacted,  That  no 
Btanding  or  anlimiled  accommodation  shall  be 
gtanied. 

Bbc.  S4.  And  be  UJitrther  eaacled,  That  if  anr 
■lockholder  shall  fait  to  ^y  up  the  MTcral  iaataf- 
neola  upon  hie  «iib»eription,  as  Ibe  same  may  be- 
come due,  his  diTidenda  upon  sneb  instalments  as 
he  may  ba*e  paid  shall  ceaee  as  to  him,  and  re- 
naJD  to  tbe  use  and  benefit  of  the  other  memben 
•f  the  corporation. 

Sbc.  25.  A»d  be  it  Jvrilur  enacted,  That  if 
the  president  and  diieciora  iball,  a(  aoy  time,  wfl- 
iully  and  knowiagly  make  and  declare  any  divi- 
dend which  (ball  impair  the  capital  stock,  or  shall 
vilfullyaad  knowiagly  rio)at«  or  infringe  any 
of  tbe  foregoing  ariiclea  of  ihla  corporatioe,  all 
the  directors  prcaeot  it  the  raakiag  or  declaring 
sncb  dividends,  or  violating  or  iofracling  such  ar- 
tide  or  artielei,  and  coneeatiog  thereto,  shall  be 
liable  in  their  indiTiilual  capacities  to  tbe  corpor- 
alioD,  for  the  amount  or  proportion  of  said  capi- 
tal stock  so  dirided,  and  alio  for  any  injary  of 
damage  that  may  accrue  lo  creditors^  in  eoaae- 
quenee  of  any  such  violation  or  infraction  as 
aforesaid ;  and  each  director  who  shall  be  ptesent 
diall  be  deemed  to  haea  assented  thereto,  unless 
he  shall  iMuse  his  dissent  to  be  catered  npoo  rec- 
ord: Pnvided,  That  nothing  herein  eontained 
shall  be  construed  to  exempt  the  oorporation  from 


;.  30.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
weiident  and  directors  shall  hare  power — a  ma- 
jority of  ibeir  whole  number  concurring— lomahe, 
eerise,atter,oi  annul  all  Mich  rdes,  orders,  or  by- 
lliws,  for  the  goveraaient  of  the  eorpmaiioa.  and 
that  of  their  officers,  setvants  and  afisits,  as  they 
nay,  from  time  to  time,  think  expedient,  not  in- 
eooiistent  with  law. 

Sso.  27.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any 
•amber  of  stockhaldcrs  not  less  Cbaa  twenty,  who 
togethershallbeproprietorsortwotfaoniandshaTes, 
may,  fm  any  purpiMe,  telilive  to  tbi«  corporation, 
at  any  time  apply  to  the  president  and  direetors 
to  call  a  general  meeting  of  the  itockholders.  and 
if  by  them  refused,  the  said  number  of  stockhold- 
ers, proprietors  of  not  leas  than  that  number  of 
shares,  shall  bare  power  to  call  a  general  meeting 
nf  tha  stockholders,  giving  at  least  thirty  days' 
itotice  in  one  ne«rs[ttper  printed  within  the  town 
of  AlexandiUi  and  oaa  ptinted  withia  Iht  city  oS 


WMhiaftOD,  speeifyiag  in  such  DDUce  ilegtJKi 

objects  of  suab  call. 

Sne.  38.  And  be  U  further  aaOti,  Tin  ili 
SecTelary  of  tbe  Treasury  of  lbs  UniiaiSiWi 
shell  be  (at  least  once  in  every  Tiar)fBniisW 
from  time  to  time,  ashe  may^eqair(il.TjUittI^ 
menu  of  tbe  amount  of  the  eipiul  ludifiic 
lid  oorporation,  and  of  tbedrbudDciQiltan^ 
of  ihemooep  deposited  therein,  of  iktwail  ■ 
oirculaiion,  and  of  the  cash  in  bind,  iilU 
bare  a  right  lo  inspect  such  genei»l  scnaaii 
tbe  books  of  the  bank,  as  sbsU  reliieu  ibiat 
statements:  Proeided,  That  this iluUimitaw 
attued  to  imply  a  right  of  iospeciiaglbtiKMii 
of  any  private  individual  or  iDdiviJubTiilili 
bank.  ,  _    ,. 

Sbc.  29.  And  be  U  Jvrther  enaOid.  Tlw  il« 
Borporattos  shall  coniiDDe  BttiilihtfiniiM 
January,  in  tbe  year  one  ihoBuad ei^bi Miw"    . 
and  twenty-one;  but  aeveribeles>ibe;[cfnti(n 
of  two-thirds  of  Ihe  capital  stock  onbcNDipgi 
may,  by  ibeirconeurient  votes  it  iitxci!''''''   | 
iog  to  becalledfortbalpuriKiie,dissolnlhtaw    | 
ai  an  earlier  period  :  Prmi^ed.  'r'"' °°f*[ . 
such  meeting  nod  iu  object  sball  l«F''j''",'' 
two  or  more  oewspapeis,  priatid  ■iiuii»0*    I 
trict  of  Columbia,  for  at  least  thmnw*''^ 
cessirely,  previous  to  Ibe  tinjesppwi""*'    ! 
meeting.  _,      . 

Sec.  30.  Andbeitfwiherewttti^^''''^^ 
dissolution  of  ihiseorporaiioB,wbeiieiHi»'** 
sball  be  determined  onesafore>iid,tfccWf'' 
sure»shall  be  immediatelv  lakes bjil^inf'' 
and  directors,  then  in  office,  for  t^mf"  ^ 
concerns  of  the  coi^oration,  sod  for  i\i\W^ 
capital  and  profits  which  may  tenuii,i«5^ 
stockholders,  in  proportioo  to  ibeirrofxu" 

"'Tb'^.  Z\.  And  be  it  fwtber  enadid,  Thii  dj 
act  shall  not  take  effect  untii  tbt  <><'<^^{* 
March,  which  wiU  be  in  ibe  yesr rf miL«»" 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  elMto,"'"*^" 
all  loieofs  and  "purpoeee,  be  deemed  »■>*»■' 
public  acL 
Apprnred,  February  16, 1811- 

An  Act  to  incorporate  (ha  Bsakrf  P*^ 
Be  U  enacted,  fc,  Tbsi.  fr«»  •«!  f"' J 
founhday  of  March,  which  will i*i''^,k^ 
of  our  Lord  one  thouiand  eighi  bwdifJ  iM^ 
Ten,  all  those  who  hare  or  bef«-fw"'f  ^ 
stockholders  in  Ihe  Bank  of  ?««"=■  ^"l,i, 
ceiaors  and  assigD^  shall  be  "m '"f  .,„,nd 
created  and  male  a  body  politic, bf  ii'»f  " 
style  of  "  Tbe  President,  Diree^oi*'^^^^^ 
of  the  Bank  of  Potomac,"  and  M  «*f™°r  ,„, 
until  the  fourih  day  of  Mi«l.>  ^^ff^,^„. 


longer  i  anu  uj  —,-., 

anrshaHbeandtnt*^;^ 

and  capable  in  law  to  ba^e,  wi 


mideiU' 


^pablemlaw  tobaM,w:t-~  ,  .  ^ 
ssreujor  and  reiau.,  to  '^'^rrtdi^ 
cs,  Unds  rents,  "Mm«i^  K>« 
s,  chattels  and  cSeew,  of  """m  iilil^ 


goeda,  chattels  and 

01  naibXj  atWTMi  ani  ihe  saM  »i 


■  «!!,(«** 
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nise,  ilitD  er  dispon  of;  idiI  by  the  aame  kfori' 
Hid  DMf  *ae«nd  benied,^eadand  beirofJeKded, 
aDiwer  and  be  aDsverad,  defend  and  be  derended, 
in  anf  gonrt  of  law  or  equii;.  And  by  ihe  na 
aforesaid  may  do  BDd  axecule  every  otber  mai 
and  thins,  Ihit  Ihej  are  authorieed  to  do  by  1-. 
loe  of  Ibis  act :  Pnntkd  alvagaj  That  the  lands, 
tene menu,  and  herfdJiaineDts,  which  it  shall  ht 
lawful  for  the  said  president  and  directors  to 
hold,  shalt  be  only  such  at  ihaH  be  requisite  for 
ifaeirimnKdiaieaecomDiodatioDjiD  retaiioa  to  the 
aaorenieoi  tranHCIibf  their  buainns,  and  such  as 
shall  hare  been  bona_^  mortgaged  to  them  by 
way  of  seenrity,  orcooTcyed  to  tbem  in  satiiTao- 
tion  of  dtbts  preriously  coDtracted  in  the  course 
of  their  dealing;  Prvvidtd  alga,  That  the  said 
presideai  and  dirFeiors  shall  not  purchase  any 
good),  chattels  or  effects,  anless  sueh  is  are  sold 
by  TJrtne  of  an  ezeetitloa  upon  a  judgment  ob- 
tained by  tbem,  except  nich  articles  as  may  be 
necessary  for  them  in  Irensactinj^  the  bnsinesa  of 
the  bank;  hat  it  shall  be  lawfnl  for  thetn  to  te- 
eeire  and  hold  inch  securities,  goods,  chattels  and 
effects,  by  way  of  deposite  for  HdraaeeB  nade  by 
them  to  any  person  or  persons,  and  on  fajlnre  of 
payment,  the  same  to  sell  and  dispose  of  it  ptib- 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  furiher  enacted,  That  the 
capital  of  the  said  bank  shall  consist,  as  it  now 
does,  of  the  sum  of  fire  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
divided  into  shares  of  one  hundred  dollars  each. 

Bed.  3.  AndbeitfurAer  enacted.  That  every 
stockholder,  being  a  ciiisen  of  the  United  Stales, 
shall  be  ealitled  to  vote  at  all  elections  to  be  bold- 
en  by  the  stockholders  In  pureuaDce  of  this  set, 
and  shall  bare  as  many  rotes  in  proportion  to  the 
slock  be  may  hold,  as  lollows :  For  oae  share  and 
not  exceeding  two  ihares,  one  role  each  ;  for  eve- 
ry two  shires  above  two  anil  not  exceeding  tea, 
one  vole  ;  for  erery  four  sharesaboTe  (en  and  not 
exceeding  thirty,  one  rote ;  for  every  six  shares 
■boTc  thirty  and  not  exceeding  sixty,  one  rote; 
for  irery  eight  shares  above  sixty,  and  mot  ex- 
M«diog  oae  hundred,  one  vole;  and  for  every 
nn  shares  above  thai  numher,  one  vote.  But  no 
person  or  personsj  bodies  eorporaie  or  otherwise, 
•hall  be  en  titled  lo  mor«  ilian  ACij  rotei.  No 
^re  or  abares  shall  confer  a  right  of  laSVage, 
whiah  shall  not  have  heeo  holden  rwo  ealendar 
months  previous  lo  the  day  of  election.  And  In 
the  choice  of  directors,  every  sionkhcider  sbaU 


u  person  or  by  a  written  ballot  by  bim  oc  her 
subscribed,  with  hb  or  her  name,  and  duly  ac- 
knowledged before  a  judre  of  a  conn,  a  justice  of 
the  peace,  or  a  notary  publte  ;  a  ceriiBcote  where- 
of shall  be  made  on  said  ballot  by  the  said  jodge, 
justice  of  the  peace  or  notary  public,  befwewhom 
such  ecknowledgmeat  shall  be  made)  and  said 
ballot  shall  be  fay  him  sealed  op,  and  addressed 
to  the  cashier  of  the  bank,  and  being  trammitted 
to  said  cashier  before  the  lime  of  the  election  of 
directors,  said  ballot  shall  be  received  and  eoaoied 
in  the  choice  of  directors.  And  ever^  stookhold- 
«  naj  >eU '  and  ttaaafo'  hii  atttck  in  tke  aaid 


bank,  or  any  part  thereof,  at  bis  pleaattre,  not  h»- 
iog  less  than  one  complete  share  or  shares,  ih« 
transfer  being  made  to  the  bank  books,  in  the  preea 
enee  and  with  the  approbation  of  the  proprielor  Of 
hia  lawfnl  attorney. 

Sso.  A.  And  be  it  Jta-Aer  enacted,  Thaianeteo.  * 
tion  shall  be  held  in  the  town  of  Alexandria  on 
the  first  Monday  of  November  in  each  year,  of 
whiob  notice  shall  be  given  ia  one  or  more  new»- 
papeis,  printed  in  the  town  of  Alexandria,  fouf 
weeke  at  leeat,  before  said  day  of  Heotion.  And 
the  stockholders  shall  ehoose,  by  ballot,  from 
among  the  stockholders,  by  a  majority  of  Votes, 
twelve  direciota,  for  the  term  of  ooe  year  there- 
after ;  and  on  resignation,  disqualification  or  re- 
moval at  any  director,  oot  of  the  county  of  Ale>< 

'    -   Id  the  District  of  Cdutnbia.tfr  out  ofihfl 


ty  of  Fairfax,  in  the  State  of  Tiivioia,  ths 
r  directors,  at  tkeir  next  meeting  ihereafiai 
shall  elect  by  ballot  another  person,  qualified  tt 


aforesaid,  in  his  plaee,  for  the  residue  of  the  year. 
Thedirecior9ahBll,at  the  flrsi  (Beet  ing  after  everf 
whole  general  election,  elect  by  a  majority  of  Cheit 
number,  by  ballot  from  among  their  own  Dumber, 
a  presideitt,  who  shall  be  thereupon  entitled  toaU 
the  powers  and  privileges  of  one;  and  if  he  was 
before  a  director,  another  director  shall  he  elected 
as  aforesaid,  so  as  to  keep  the  number  of  directors, 
prescribed  by  this  act,  exclusive  of  the  president, 
entire  ;  and  in  ease  of  the  death,  resignatioQ  or 
removal  of  the  prejfdent,  oDt  of  the  county  of 
Alexandria,  or  county  of  Pairbx  aforesaid,  or  hii 
refusal  to  accept  his  cESce,  the  directors  shall 
meet  as  noa  as  conveniently  can  be  theteafcer, 
and  elect  another  perron  for  president,  in  the  man- 
ner before  directed;  but  ttu  presid%Dt  and  di-' 
ificiors  at  present  elected  by  the  stockholders,  shaU 
cnntinae  to  act,  until  their  succenors are  chosen: 
Provided^  That  in  cam  it  should  at  any  tim« 
happen,  taat  an  election  of  directors  should  not 
be  made  upon  any  day,  when,  paraaant  to  this  act, 
it  ought  to  hare  been  made,  the  corporation  shall 
not  for  that  eaose  be  deemed  to  be  dissolved,  bat 
it  shall  be  lawful  on  any  other  day,  within  fifteen 
days  thereafter,  to  hold  and  make  an  election  of 
directors,  in  such  manner,  ae  shall  hare  bees 
regulated  by  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  said  oor- 
poraiion.  And  provided  n^ertMei,  That  this 
section  miy  at  any  time  hereafter  be  altered  or 
amended  by  Congress,  in  such  inanner  as  ibef 
may  see  fit,  so  as  to  provide  for  an  anotial  rots* 
tion  of  the  directors. 

Sec  5.  And  be  itfitrOter  enaOei,  That  there 
shall  be  a  meetiag  of  the  direeiOrs  quarterly,  for 
the  purpose  of  examining  the  sffaira  of  the  ban)^ 
any  four  of  whom  shall  raake  >  board ;  and  tb«' 
bcwrd  shall  have  power  to  adjourn,  from  time  to 
lime;  and  the  president, or  any  three  of  the  di- 
rectors, may  call  a  special  meeting  at  any  othn 
lime  that  they  may  think  proper. 

Sue.  6.  And  be  U  fiiriker  evaded.  That  the 
board  of  directors,  by  a  majority  of  voiea,  shall 
make  by-laws,  determine  the  manner  of  doing 
business,  and  the  inles  and  forms  to  be  paniued; 
and  dispose  of  the  money  and  credit  of  the  bank, 
for  the  iniereat  and  beiwfil  ef  Ae  r-*>"-"— ■ 
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and  we  faerebr  amboriKed  lo  rMcire  for  diicoiinu, 
Bade  at  ihe  raid  baok,  aithc  raie,  and  doI  ez- 
ecrdiofitix  percent.  prraDDum,  and  make  at  ibe 
•xpiralioD  of  each  balf  year,  a  dividend  of  ibe 
fH-ftfil,  or  such  part  thereof,  ai  tbejr  mar  tbiok 

Sec.  7.  And  be  UJurlher  enacted.  That  io  ap- 
poioting  a  caibier  of  the  aaid  baak,  and  all  other 
officers,  a  majoriiy  of  the  whole  directors  ihall  be 
•ecMury  to  a  choice. 

8eo.  8.  Awl  bt  it  Jvrlher  enacted.  That  any 
director,  officer,  or  other  person,  holdiag  anv 
share  or  capital  of  the  raid  bank  stock,  who  ihafl 
commit  any  fraud  or  embezzlemeDi,  touching  ibe 
Bonejr  or  properly  of  raid  bank,  shall  be  liable  to 
be  poHcuted,  in  the  name  of  the  United  States, 
tMrindictmeatfor  theranici  aod  Upon  coDTiciioD 
loereof,  (ball,  besides  the  remedy  that  may  be  had 
l>r  aetioo.  io  Ibe  narae  of  the  President  atid  Di- 
teciors  of  the  Bank  of  Potomac,  for  the  fraod 
cfornaid,  forfeit  to  the  eompaay  ail  his  ibare 
u>i  stock  in  the  said  bank. 

Sao.  9.  And  be  itjvrther  enacted,  Thai  the  said 
hank  shall  oot  at  any  time  discount  or  loan  a 
greater  sum  thao  double  the  amount  of  the  ca|Nial 
slock,  which  shall  be  actually  paid  in. 

8bo.  10.  And  be  it  furUur  enaOed,  That  no 
atockholder,  or  member  of  said  company,  ihell 
be  answerable  for  any  loases,  deGcienciea  or  fail- 
ure of  the  capital  stock  of  tba  raid  bank,  for  any 
Kore  or  larger  sum  or  sum*  of  money  whal«o- 
erer,  iban  the  amonni  of  the  stock,  slocks,  or 
shares,  which  Khali  apnear  by  the  books  of  said 
compaay  to  belong  lo  tim  at  the  time  or  timet 
when  such  loss  or  Tosses  shall  be  stisiained,  except 
aa  is  hereafter  excepted,  tbst  is  to  say:  If  the 
tola!  amount  of  the  debts  which  raid  company 
shall  at  any  time  owe,  whether  by  bond,  note, 
bill,  or  other  contnci,  eiceed  twice  the  amauat 
of  the  capital  stock  of  ihe  said  bank,  orer  and 
aboTe  the  moneys  actually  depoiiied  in  ihe  bank 
for  rafe-keeping,  then,  in  case  of  such  etceu,  the 
directors,  under  whose  adminisiraiioa  it  shall 
happen,  shall  be  liable  for  such  excess  jo  their 
natural  and  priraie  capaciiiei ;  and  an  action  or 
aeiiooi  of  debt  may  be  brought  a^inst  them,  or 
any  of  their  heirs,  executors  or  administrators,  in 
any  eonr i  of  record  within  the  Disirlet  of  Colum- 
bia, by  any  creditor  or  creditors,  of  said  company, 
and  may  be  prosecuted  to  judgment  and  exeeu- 
lion,  any  condiiioo  or  covenant,  or  agreemeol. 
lo  the  cODirary  noiwiihstaadiog;  but  this  shall 
Bol  be  coosimed  lo  exempt  the  said  body  politic, 
or  lands,  tenenients,  goods  or  chattels  of  the  rame, 
from  being  bIho  liable  for,  and  chargeible  with 
said  exeeu:  Prtnnded,  That  such  of  the  said  di- 
leelors,  who  may  have  been  absent  when  said  ex- 
cess was  socontracted  or  creaied,  or  who  niBV  have 
dissented  froni  the  rrsolutiun  or  act,  whereby  the 
aame  was  so  contracted  or  created,  may  renpeci- 
ireiy  exonerate  iliemselres  from  being  so  liable,  by 
forthwith  giving  notice  of  ihe  fact,  and  of  their 
absence  or  diivenl,  lo  ihe  mayor  of  the  town  of 
Alexandria,  for  the  time  being,  and  to  the  stock- 
holders, at  a  general  meeting,  wbicb  he  or  they 
afaalt  hsTs  power  to  catl  for  tbai  purpow.    Am 


ise  the  directors,  by  wbow  set  ns' 
shall  be  oeoasiuned,  ahall  bm  hare  pr? 
pay  the  amount  of  auch  excfK  iba«: 
every  stockholder,  shall  be  liable  it  ik 
capacities  for  tbe  defieieneies,  it  pr. 
' '  respeclJTe  shares  in  the  said  till 
ic.  11.  And  be  it  Jurtkn  ernOd.:- 
said  president  and  directors  shall  m  :i 
note  lor  a  smaller  snno  than  fi)(Mr>  i 
raid  president  and  directors  ihtlLMd. 
year,  cause  to  be  laid  before  tbe  Swo- 
Trcasury  of  the  United  States  at  kou 
stating  the  situHtioQ  of  tbehinliiilE' 

Seo.  1^  And  be  *t  JviHter  wak '.. 
director  shall  be  entitled  toanvrwaa. 
lest  the  same  shall  bare  been  sllosi^biii 
ity  of  the  stock  holders,  at  a  geoenlair- 
the  directors  rhall  make  such  coinpa.: 
president,  for  his  extrsordioarr  Mfnsi 
tendance  «i  the  baok,  as  shall  spftr.^ 
reasonable. 

Sec.  13.  Andbeit/urikereKoddl;- 
but  a  stockholder,  being  aciiimod^ 
States,  and  a  resident  of  ikc  eomir>:^ 
dria,  or  couaiy  of  Fairfax  aforMilk'- 
gible  as  a  president  or  director. 

Sec.  U.  And  be  it  fwtker  eMx 
number  of  stockholders,  not  leuilui 
who  logetber  shall  be  proprieioniirw-'- 
sliare*  or  upwards,  shall  hurt  pciri- 
general  meeting  of  tbe  stockboUttiiit 
relative  to  the  instiiuiioo,  givii>|i' 
weeks  notice  in  one  or  more  aenpip'' 
in  the  town  of  Alexandria,  scJifr- 
ducb  notice  ihe  objector  objeew of ik* 

Sec.  15.  And  bt  it  Jitrthtr  eMdd  .- 
act  shall,  to  all  intents  and  fotfm"- 
and  held  a  public  act. 

Approred,  February  16, 1811. 

An  Act  lo  inonporsta  the  Unioa  But  ^C^ 
Be  it  enacted,  fc.  Thai,  fcon  uJi^ 
fourth  day  of  March,  one  tl»i«i«J."P'r 
and  ele»en.  all  ihose  per»oat,ibw  »■ 
sentatires  or  aasigns,  whooa  ilwW** 
Noreniber.  in  the  year  of  oorLoi^v^ 
eight  hundred  and  nine,  in  fi*''^!^  , 
of  Columbia,  subscribed  cenais  w** 
eislioD.and  formed  «  com panyoi to"" 
sbin,uflder  the  name  aodsljleofw^l 
andDireclorsoftbeUaiaflBaslni^,  i 
and  who  on  the  said  fonrth  i*]  "  ^^^  - 
yeir  eighteen  hundred  aad  eltwn.*'^ 
share  of  the  joint  stock  or  fa<i'"^V 
suBoce  of  the  Mid  ariieles  of  i»^^\ 
their  successors,  being  stockbaW'VjJ 
shall  be  and  tbey  are  taereb;  itx^^ 
made  a  body  corporate  and  pi>''^  L,' 
and  style  of  the  '^Fresidwitsx'^^ 
Union  Bank  of  QeoigMmt,'**^^^ 
may  sue  and  be  sued,  inipW  *'V'i,.>' 
answer  and  be  answered,  il«r(i(i°'"„ 
in  courts  of  record  and  anyoi'i"'";..! 
erer;  and  by  that  name  t^yrlZi^ 
purcbaae,  receir^  pottc»i,«lj«I'*° 
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rent*,  tntnenti^  hefediUneDU,  gsoda,  cbitielt 
and  pSeciSiOf  what  nature,  kiad  or  qaaliiv soever, 
and  the  mcw  Kll,graDt,  demiite,  slieo  and  dispote 
of:  And  bjr  tbat  aanie,  iball  hare,  duriog  tbe 
coniinuaDce  of  thi*  act,  aucceuioa ;  and  may 
■>ake,liaTe  and  un  a  contmoo  aeal,  and  the  aame 
mav  bmk,  alter  and.  renew  at  pleasure;  aod 
•hall  bava.  power  to  ordain,  Faiablisb  lod  put  in 
«xeeuiion,  aucb  bjr-law*,  ordioance*  and  regula- 
tiaaa  aa  sball  teeni  ceceuary  and  coavenieni  for 
tbe  gurernmrDt  of  said  corporation,  not  being 
coDtrary  to  law  aor  to  tbe  coattituiioii  tbereoli 
aodgeoerallf  to  do  and  execute  BlLacunecewary 
or  proper  for  tbe  objects  of  said  iaeorporation, 
subject  to  tbe  rulei,  regulations,  restrictions, 
limiladons  and  pioTisioDs  herein  described  and 
declared. 

Ssa.  2.  And  beitfurOur  efMCttd,  Tbal  the 
capital  slock  of  the  said  bank  iball  coosisi  of  fire 
hundred  ihonsand  doUan,  money  of  the  Uoiied 
States,  to  be  divided  into  shared  of  Gftv  dollars 
each  ;  of  which  fifteen  dollars  on  each  share  ha* 
been  paid, according  to  the  articles  of  aHoetation 
afuretaid  ;  and  it  snail  be  optional  with  any  stock- 
holder hereafter  to  pa][  up  the  farther  sum  of 
thirty  five  dollars:  Provided,  Thainotmorethaa 


s  vea 
rule  c 


t  eaauiag  sttcb 


!  president  and  ditectort,  by 
order,  should  authorize  or  permit  a  greater  sum 
to  be  paid;  the  dividend  or  dividends  on  sucb 
aiimi  of  money  so  paid,  shall  noti 
the  first  day  of  tba  inooth'  nei 
pay  met)  t. 

Sko.  3.  Afid  be  it  fitrthar  tiuuied,  Tba^  the 
said  bank  shall  transaet  its  business  in  Qeorge- 

Sbo.  4.  And  bt  &  furthtr  enacUd,  That  the 
B&irsof  the  said  bank  shall  be  eooduoted  by 
twelve  direetor*  and  a  president,  whose  place,  if 
cbwen  from  anoog  their  number,  shall  be  sop- 
ptied  by  that  body.  .Six  of  tbe  directors,  with 
the  president,  shall  form  a  board  or  quorum  for 
tiansaetiog  all  the  business  of  the  conapany,  but 
the  ordinary  diacounis  may  be  done  by  tbe  presi- 
dent and  three  direciors.  In  oaieof  his  ucVnesa 
or  necessary  absence,  his  place  may  be  supplied 
by  any  director,  whom  he,  by  writing  nnder  his 
hand,  may  nominate  for  inat  purpose,  or  in  caae 
of  bis  not  making  such  nominatioo,  tbe  board 
may  appoint  a  president  to  aet  during  his  ab- 
sence. Tbe  president  and  directors  who  may  be 
in  office  under  the  said  ariicies  of  association  oa 
the  said  fourth  day  of  March,  eighieea  hundred 
and  eleven,  shall  eoDiioue  in  office  under  and  by 
virtue  of  this  act  uf  incorporation,  until  others 
shall  be  duly  chosen  in  their  stead.  No  perton 
shall  be  a  director  or  president,  who  is  not  a  cit- 
izen of  the  United  States,  and  a  stockholder ;  and 
a  director  ceasing  to  be  a  siookboldeT,  shall  cease 
to  be  a  director;  aid  no  person,  a  director  of 
aooiber  bank,,  shall  be  a  director  of  this  bank. 
Every  stockholder,  being  a  citizen  of  (he  Uoiied 
Stales,  shall  be  entiilsd  to  vote  at  ail  electioss 
to  be  hulden  by  the  stockholders  in  pursuance  of 
this  act,  and  shall  have  a*  many  votes,  in  propor- 
tion lo  the  atock  the|  may  hold,  aa  foUowi :  f« 


every  share  as  far  as  twenty,  oee  vote  for  eask 
share,  and  one  vole  for  every  two  shares  lber»- 
after,  as  fir  as  forty  ;  jbut  no  person  or  person^ 
bodies  corponie  or  otherwise,  shall  be  entitled  to 
raoreihan  one  hundred  and  fifty  voles  j  no  stock- 
holder shall  be  permitted  to  vole,  who  has  not  held 
his  stock  two  calendar  months,  prior  to  tb$  day  of 
election.  Ail  stockholders  living  in  Greorgetown, 
shall  vole  in  the  choica  of  directors  by  ballot  in 
person :  but  every  stockholder  living  out  of  said 
towD  may  vole  in  person  or  by  a  written  ballot, 
by  hint  or  her  subscribed  wilb  his  or  her  name, 
and  duly  acknowledged  beforea  judge  of  a  court, 
a  instice  of  the  peace,  or  a  notary  public  ;  a  cer- 
lificale  whereof  shall  be  made  on  said  ballot  bf 
the  judge,  jiuttce  of  the  peace,  or  notary  publio, 
before  whom  soch  acknowledgment  shall  be 
made :  and  said  biUot  shall  by  him  be  sealed  np. 
and  addressed  to  the  cashier  of  the  bank,  aaa 
being  transmitted  before  the  time  of  the  elec- 
tion, shsll  be  recelv«d  and  counted  in  tbe-  elee- 
tioo.  No  person  who  is  not  a  cilixen  of  the 
United  States ahall  be  eoiitled  to  vqie  in  any  elec- 
tion of  this  corporation  :  Provided,  ntPtrlheUm, 
That  this  section  may  at  any  time  bereafier  be 
altered  Qr  ataeiided  by  Congreaa,  in  each  a  man- 
ner as  they  may  see  Bt,  so  as  to  provide  foran  aa- 
Bual  rotation  of  the  directors, 

Sto.  5.  And  be  itfuHhtr  enacted.  TJiat  a  gtk* 
ertl  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the  said  UBk 
sh^l  be  holdeii  on  tbe  first  Monday  in  April,  in 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  aad  eleven,  and  on  the 
first  Monday  of  April,  in  every  year  thereaner,  at 
such  place  as  tbe  president  and  direeiora  shall 
appoint,  by  giving-four  weeks  notice  in  two  or 
more  of  the  newspapers  (^  the  District,  for  the  pur* 
poae  of  electing  directors  for  the  ensuing  year, 
who  shall  meet  on  the  day  suooeedrog  (heir  etee- 
tion,  nnd  shall  immediately  proceed  to  ehooee  a 
presideoii  and  the  president  and  directors  lof 
tbe  time  being,  shall  continue  in  office  until  oiben 
•hall  be  duty  elected  in  tbeii  places,  and  beoi- 
gaoized  by  the  assembling  of  a  qnorara,  and  the 
choice  of  a  president.  At  all  eleolioni  the  per- 
sons having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  shaU  ba 
deemed  to  De  eboeen.  All  election*  ahall  be  heU 
under  the  superintendence  of  the  preeideat  of  the 
tiank,  for  Ibe  lime  being,  and  four  stoekholdera^ 
not  being  at  the  time  directors,  appointed  by  the 
board  of  directors,  any  three  of  whom  shall  be 
judges  thereof.  They  ahall  immediately  ihcve- 
afler  notify  the  person*  elected  to  meet  tbe  en- 
suing day  at  the  bank,  and  shall  make  a  relors 
of  tbe  person  eleGled,at  their  first  meeting.  Should 
two  or  more. persons  have  an  equal  number  of 
votes,  the  ol  her  individuals  elected  directors  *'— " 


'clock  in  the  fura> 

. , s  afternoon. 

Seo.  6.  And  be  it  jirthtr  macted.  That  tha 
president  and  director*  *hall  have  full  power  to 
make,revi*c,  alter  and  aonnl  all  soch  rules,  orden. 
by-law*  and  regnlaiions,  for  the  government  ot 
said  corporaiion,  and  th  Jl  of  it*  officers,  servants, 
and  affiiu^  u  iney  ehall  ftopi  time  to  tiiae  thiak 
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«peiIient;'a<i<li«»e,mpIoT,nd  diipme  eflh« 
evpiial  Kock,  rondi  aod  properly  of  Mid  tank, 
fcr  rhv  JMFrest  and  Iwnrfit  of  the  itockholdpTB, 
nbject  odIt  io  tbe  reiiriccioni  herein  contained ; 
Int  the  Bald  bank  Kball  not  take  for  diKonDiing 
«D7  bill  or  Bcie,  more  tban  at  ibe  rare  ofnx  per 
cent,  per  annum,  npcm  the  amoDni  <Iae  bj  luch 
UH  or  Bote. 

Sn.  7.  Jnd  be  A,/firlA«r  enoctnf,  That  all 
promli^OTf  DoieB,  bill*  of  exchioge.  draftt,  checks, 
~~  1  reeeipii,  for   the  paymeni  of  mone^  made 


ier,  sball  be  oblifatory  opoB  ihe  laid  body  corpo- 
me,  and  shall  possesi  the  like  qoaltlin  aa  to  Be- 

KiiabilUy,  aod  ibe  holdera  thereof  shall  hare  ibe 
e  aeiioDi  iberetipon.as  if  luch  protniBBor^ ooiei, 
bills  of  ezehaoge,  drafts,  checka  or  recetpis,  bad 
been  made  bv  or  on  farimlf  of  a  natural  peraoa. 

Bbc.  B.  Afid  be  Ufurlher  enacted,  That  ibe 
book*,  pipers,  correspondence,  and  fundi  of  the 
buk  tih»ll  at  all  times  be  labjecl  to  ihe  inspec- 
tion of  the  directors.  And  the  raid  {netideniand 
directors  iball  once  io  every  year  canse  to  be  laid 
before  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry  ofthe  Uni- 
tml  Statea  en  aeconnt,  tralj'  sMting  the  riintiion 
of  «be  bank  and  its  fiitida. 

Bec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  (he 
aaid  preMdeni  ami  direeiora  iball  have  power  to 
ftppoinl  a  cashier,  and  all  otber  oBBoers  and  aer- 
MMs,  for  exeeviing  the  bnsinera  of  Mid  bank,  and 
to  eitib)i>h  Ihe  compenMticn  to  be  made  lo  ibe 
prctideni  and  all  other  officers  and  semnis  of 
Ihe  said  bank,  respectively  ;  but  no  eenpensatloB 
thallbegiTeo  to  a  director  for  hksrrviees, except 
bf  a  rote  oftheiiookbcJderBm  general  meeting. 

fito.  10.  And  be  it  fiirHter  enacted^  That  tba 
president  and  diietlors  shall  hare  power  to  call  a 
general  meeting  of  ihe  stocUolders,  fiTr  ptirposefi 
eoBeeming  the  iotereflt  of  the  bank,  girmg  at 
kill  six  weeks  notice,  in  oneor  moreofibe  oewa- 
papera  of  the  Dittrict,  speeifpog  in  Mich  ooiiee 
(ke  objeol  or  objeeta  of  »uoh  meeting. 

Seo.  M.  And  be  ilfitrtk«r  tMUitd,  That  Ibe 
riiarei  ofthe  capital  stock,  at  rbt  tima  owt»ed  by 
tar  indiridant  stockholder,  shall  be  traasferable 
•nly  on  the  books  of  the  bank  ■ecording  to  amfa 
rnlet,  as  mar.  eonformably  ^o  law,  be  entabliahed 
tlitbaibcb«lf,by  the  president  and  direclora:  bur 
•fl  debts  actvatly  doe  and  payable  to  the  bank 
'('dAi'f  of  grace  for  payment  being  paraed)  by  a 
ttockbolder,reqneatiagainin«fer,mustbeM<isBed, 
Vfore  BBcb  transfer  stall  be  ti»de,  nnlese  the  pre- 
tident  and  dlreetora  aliatl  direct  to  ibe  contrary. 

8bo.  12.  And  be  itfiaiXer  enacted,  Thai  the 
ArideBda  of  tbe  profits  of  Ibe  com[«ny,  or  so 
ainib  of  said  profli*  as  ehalt  be  deemed  ezp«c)iant 
tad  proper,  «hall  be  dedarad  half  yearly,  in  tile 
Seat  week  in  AprilandOatober,itt  eaefa  year;  tbe 
■mount  of  Mid  diridetid  shall  from  time  to  time  b« 
ietennined  by  ibe  president  and  directvrs,  and 
■ball  in  no  ease  exceed  tin  amoant  of  ibe  net 
vrotfu  aeisally  acquired  by  the  eompMsy,  no  tbat 
Ac  capital  Mock  of  the  Mid  oompany  abiH  D«Ter 
be  Impaired  by  diridend«. 

Am.  18.  Aitd^itfiaHtar  tmttUi,  Thatifibe 


Mid  direeton  shall  at  kny  lime,  wilMj  id 
knowingly  make  or  ded«re  at>y  diridai  *M 
Bhatl  impair  the  Mid  capital  stock.  aH  iti  Anc- 
tors  present  at  the  making  ord«uinti|  ofgid 
divideod.  and  conaentiii^  Ihereta,  ditll  ttliilib 
in  tbeir  indiridval  capMities  to  iheeoBfB;,^ 
the  amount  or  proportion  of  said  eapai  W 
■o  dirided  br  the  Mid  direelon;  niaAtnf 
tor  who  shall  be  preaent  «i  the  uakiBgoriNla- 
ing  of  such  dirioend,  ahall  be  deeiM  nim 
eoBseoted  thereto,  imieM  be  ^11  imwlHilf 
enter  in  writing  his  diaaent,0B  the minBUtriiti 
proceedings  ofthe  board,  and  gire  potietitanl 
le  the  Secretary  of  the  Tretwrr  of  tiie  Diiici 
Slates. 

Bio.  14.  And  be  itjkrther  tnaOtd,  TIal  h 
bank  shall  in  no  case  be  owners  of  SD)rsfaipinr» 
8els,direc[lf  or  indirectly  be  oeneerifiliiUidc* 
the  importation  orexportaiioB,pureh*M,oral(if 
ifly  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  wUimk.  a- 
cepi  bilbof  exchange,  baltion,  stock  of  lk(  Dm- 
led  Biaies,  or  of  incorpomtcd  iaMitnifm  iid 
Mrth  ships.  resKts,  goods,  wares,  m  nmlaatH, 
asEbaU  be  truly  pledged  to  theBbrwi^Df  » 
cnrity  for  debts  due.  owing  or  grewiiiMBib 
Mid  bsak.OTBitTebased  byit  loseniKHchMB. 

8(c.  15.  Amd  beitJMAer  eMati,'^^^ 
bank  shall  not  porehasa  or  bold  aafba^w 
inents,  or  otber  ml  eEWei,  otbtrtknabiiaM 
be  neeetMry  for  the  otnrenieot  tnawtiN* 
JU  bostaeta,  tinlesa  sneh  bods,  KtMtWM^ 
real  eaMies,  sball  hare  been  bmafiiet»f^ 
to  the  bank  by  war  of  aecurity,  or  coanT""' 
In  «atisracii«i]  of  deb|a  preriouslf  eosutrt'  i> 


crery  instance  in  whieh  the  baak  Mr  bteoM 
tbe  owners  or  elaiiSBntsof  Uadi,  ttaroMii  ■ 
real  e«tate>,lbepreeideiit«Dddirecitnnem^ 
cred  tosdlordinmseof  the«aiae,  ii«el>*''f' 
!r  as  tbey  may  deem  beneficial  far  Ike  nid"^ 
Bm.  16.  AndbeUfiuHurenaeUA,  Tbtm 
raeaacy  shall  at  anv  time  happei  sbm;!""' 
rectors,  by  death,  reatgiialion, or  olbairisi.u''^ 
of  the  directors  for  the  time  being,  >htll  «"** 
director  to  Oil  the  rackney. 
Sbo.  17.  A-mi  be  il/mther  tMtUi,  Tkit  ig- 
umber  of  stockholders,  sot  leMikniwMiL "7 
_ jail  be  proprietftTB  of  not  !e»  tbin  fo"f  il»w°? 
shares,  may  for  any  purpose-  rtkiire  (o  tbe  isA- 
imiao,  at  any  time  appdy  to  the  jbmWhk  M  i^ 
rectors,  to  call  a  general  meetlnf  rfii<  ""f; 
holders,  and  if  by  them  refiued,  tbe  a^i  ><*^ 
of  atockhiriders,  proprietors  of  bm  '«  ""'  '*: 
namber  of  sbwres  aforexiid,  shsH  bin  p»*|[~ 
onit  n  general  meeting  of  ib«  tioektidiltniP'^ 
■  '  "  ■  aixty  days  notiee  in  two  wskw""!; 


snob  ootiflB  iM  object  or  obitBtsiiiM'!?'"  ,^ 
Sw.  W.  And  he  UAtrOer  aadd,  Tkii  '» 
.^  h.-L  .k.ii  .._•-.-._.:_.  .KMsntot In) 


puirfic  newsMpers  in  the  DiMrie^p^ijJK '■ 

Mid'bank'Iihall  OM  ri*^7^»r«^V« '*" 
a  greater  mm  than  doobla  theaa)«a»°<^^"*^'^ 
tat  Hodr,  whiah  shall  be  aetnatlr  P*»  <^  ,^ 
Sno.  18.  And  he  ft./wrtJbO'  tKOti,  W^ 
toMl  amonnt  of  tbe  debts  wht'cb  ikettri  n^ 
milon  itbftU  «  any  rime  o»e,  wieitia  b^i^ 
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bill,  note,  or  other  ebatracE,  nball  Dot  ereeed  twice 
the  amnnnt  of  their  capital  ixoek  aclDallv  paid, 
over  and  above  the  mooers  then  acloallf  denoii- 
ted  in  the  baok  for  sare-kcepiDg:.  In  eate  of  «- 
cesa,  the  directors,  tinder  whoae  ad  mi  q  tit  ra  lion  it 
shall  happen,  thall  be  liable  for  the  same  ia  their 
natural  aod  private  capaeitiea;  aad  ao  actioa  of 
debt  mav  io  Bocb  ease  be  brought  agaiasl  them 
or  any  onhem,  their  or  aof  of  their  beirs,  exeeti- 
lors,  or  adroiointratorr,  io  any  cotiri  proper  to  irjr 
the  same,  by  any  creditor  or  creditort  of  raid  cor- 
poration, and  mar  be  prosectited  to  jndgmeHiaod 
execution,  any  conilltioo,  coTeoaDt,  or  agreement 
to  the  contrary  notwiihstandiD^.'  But  Ibis  shall 
not  be  construed  to  exempt  said  corpontiion,  or 
the  laods,  tenementa,  ^oodi,  or  cbaiteli  of  the 
same,  from  being  aUo  liable  for,  and  chargeable 
with  said  excew.  Soch  0/  laid  directors  who 
maf  hare  been  absent  when  said  exeeu  wai  eoo' 
tracted  or  created,  or  who  may  have  dissented 
from  the  resolation  or  act  wherebf  the  satne  was 
BO  contracted  or  created, -may  respeclirely  exone- 
rate themselfesfrom  being  so  liable,  by  forthwith 
giving  notice  of  the  fact,  and  of  their  absence  or 
dissent,  to  the  Secreiar?  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  the  stockholders  at  agene- 
ral  iDeeling,  which  they  shall  ha*e  power  to  call 
for  that  jinrpose;  and  the  body  corporate  hereby 
created,  and  the  capital  stock  thereof,  shall  be  li- 
able for  all  the  debts  and  engageraenis  contracted, 
or  wblcb ,  before  or  on  the  said  fourth  day  of 
March,  in  the  year  eighteen  handred  and  eleTen, 
shall  be  contracted  by  the  eompanyj  or  co-parl- 
ikership  h.eretofore  created  by  the  ariicles  of  asso- 
ciation horein  before  mentiDOed,  and  which  ear- 
lied  on  the  banking  busiaesa  nader  the  name  and 
style  of  "The  Preiident  and  Directors  of  the 
Union  Bank  of  QeorgetovD  f  and  the  creditors 
of  the  said  co-partnership,  shall  hare  the  like 
remedy  by  aciioo,  against  the  taid  body  corpo- 
rate, as  they  had  or  hare,  or  mayor  ran  hare 
against  the  said  co- partnership. 

Sec.  tQ.  And  be  itjurthtr  enaeted,  That  ia 
case  it  shoold  at  any  time  happen,  that  an  e!e6' 
tion  of  direeton  should  not  be  made,  an  any  day 
when,  pursuant  to  this  act,  it  ooght  to  have  been 
made,  the  said  eorporation  shall  not  for  that  cause 
be  deemed  to  be  dtsaolved ;  but  it  shaR  be  lawfDl 
on  any  oiher  diy  to  hold  and  mtk«  an  election  of 
directors,  at  a  meetinjc  to  be  called  in  snch  mait- 
ner  as  shall  be  preserihed  by  the  laws  and  ordi- 
nances of  the  said  corporation; 

Sec.  81.  And  beitjiirther  enacted.  That  thift 
actsball,tOBllintentEaiid  purposes,  be  tleemed  and 
held  a  public  act,  asd  be  and  cenltnae'  in  force 
for  the  term  of  ten  years,  ft'om  and  after  the 
fourth  day  of  March,  which  will  he  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  handred  eleten, 
and  no  longer. 
Approved,  February  16,  Itll. 

Aa  Act  nsUac  a  Avthac  diHribirtiaa  of  such  Ian*  of 

ttaa  UuMd  States,  as  saqiMt  the  Poblio  lands. 

A)  it  emaelad,  ^c,  That  the  «opisa  of  the  laws 

prepared  and  ptiuted  andei  ihe  ambadlf  of  "An 


act  proTWittg  for  printing  and  dlsfribviiaf  of 
tneh  Jawsoftae  United  States  as  respect  the  pab- 
lie  lands,"  passed  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  AprU^ 
one  thousand  eight  hun^d  and  ten^  not  otberwistt 
disposed  of.  thall  be  distributed  in  the  maover 
following,  that  is  to  say :  The  Pteaident  and  Ylctf^ 
President  of  the  United  States,  th«  members  of  th» 
Senate  and  House  of  Represeataiive*,  the  Secre- 
taries of  the.  Bute,  Treasury,  War,  and  Navr 
Departments,  the  AKomey  Oeneral,  the  Comptiot- 
ler,  and  Register  of  Ihe  Treasury  the  Judges  of  Ihv 
Sopreme  and  District  Courts  of  the  United  Btate^ 
the  Oorernors  and  Judges  of  the  Territories,  the 
Surveyor  Qenersi  of  the  United  States,  and  lh« 
Surveyor  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  aoatb 
of  Tennessee,  shall  each  receive  one  copy;  lb* 
clerks  in  each  of  the  Departments  of  State,  Trea- 
sury, and  War,  employed  on  land  hasines^  Bva 
copies;  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  to  be  plaead' 
onhts  table  for  the  oee  of  the  Senate,  fire  copies; 
the  Clerk  of  the  Mouse  of  Representatives,  la  he' 
placed  DD  bis  table,  for  the  use  of  the  HoaM  Ol 
Representatives  teo  copies;  two  hundred  and  ' 
fifty  ocnies  ^allbe  placed  ia  the  Library,  aad  n* 
main  there  nnder  the  same  regulations  as  lb* 
other  -laws  ef  the  United  Btatea;  oae  handred- 
copies  shall  be  deposited  ill  the  Treasury  Depart- 
meni.  for  the  use  of  Ihe  land  hoards  and  nfcifi 
wh  icti  mar  hereafter  be  estaUisbed )  and  ifce  i^ 
mainder  sfcall  be  plaeed  ia  the  Library.and  each 
member  of  Congress  hereaflei  elected,  ahalt,  sa> 
long  as  aayremain,  exehisive  of  the  twe  hundred 
and  fifty  eopiCa  before  mentioned,  ba  entitled  10 
oReecpyai  the  eommenoenient  of  that  seesion  of 
CoagMaa  next  suaeeedins  his  cleMioa. 
Approved,  Febraary  18, 1811. 


ef  Oo. 


AnAet  to  ssuMs  the  *aople  of  tt 

taans  to  ftni  a  oaDsHtaiiioin  u^    .__ , 

'  aad  fiw  the  admiswHi  ef  suck  Bute  into  the  Mnmt- 

en  an  eqaail  feottog  w^  ihe  (UigiBal  Slaleas  and. 

lbs  ether  pviposes. 

A  U  eiaeud,  fc,  That  the  infaahJiaats  of  aU- 
that  part  of  the  lerrjtory  orcouatry  eaded  nader 
the  name  of  Loaisiaaa,  by  Ihe  treaty  a«deat  ^ria 
on  Ike  thirtieth  of  April,  one  thouaaad  eight  b«n- 
dred  and  three,  between  the  United  Stales  aad 
Fraaee,  eaatamed  within  the  foUoimag  limits^ 
that  is  to  tmy :  begioaing  at  [be  month  of  the  river 
Sabin^  ih^aee  by  a  liae  to  be  drawn  along  ibe  aid- 
die  of  the  said  river,  iaclodiBgallulaad*  to  theihii- 
ty-aeoond  degaee  of  laiitade,  ibeoce  due  nsnh,  (• 
tbeaonberaoiOBl  part  of  the  Ihirtyibird  dMreeof 
noitfa  latitadaf  then  oe  along  the  said  pa  rBHeTor  lat- 
titadatoUicriverHiasisBippi;  iheace  down  lhe*ai4 
river  to  the  river  Iberville ;  abd  from  thesee  alooy 
the  middle  of  the  satd  river  and  Lake*  Manrepaa 
andPomDharrmiDgtotbeGttlf  ofMexiee;  ttaeaaa 
baanded  by  the  aaid  coif  to  ibe  place  of  begia- 
Dine :  iacludiag  all  isuads  within  three  laa^ua 
of  Am  coast,  be  and  they  are  hereby  authonoed 
tefom  for  ihemsalrcs  a  cQasuutian  aad  Stat* 
governmeat,  and  lo  assame  eneh  name  as  ibef 
taay  deem  propw,  under  ihe  psuvisioa*  aad  upoB 
:  tbccoaditfoaaliataiiiBftcr  a—-' — ' 
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Sbc.  2.  AndbtUJurtlurenacUd,  Tbatallfrfc 
vhiie  aial«  eiiizeo*  of  ihe  Dniied  Sulci,  who 
■ball  have  arrived  at  ibc  age  «f  twenty-one 
tear*,  and  milled  within  the  u id  Territory,  at 
kut  onr  year  tire?ioui  to  the  day  of  ejectioa, 
and  thall  hare  paid  ■lerriloriBl,oauiiir,  or  diftriet, 
or  pari'b  tax;  aod  all  peraoni  baving  in  other  re- 
■pecia  the  legal  quaiilicaitoa-<  tcToie  for  repieieii' 
iBiim  in  ibe  General  Atwinbly  of  ibe  Mid  Terri- 
tory, be  and  iheyare  hereby  auihorized  lo  cbooae 
repreaeDiaitvei  to  forni  a  coDTeaiJon.  who  shall 
\t  apportioDeil  amoa^si  the  several  couniieL  dis- 
iricta,  and  parUlie*  m  the  uid  Territory  of  Or- 
leant^iniucb  DianneraatbeLegislaloreot  iheaaid 
Territory  nball  by  law  direei.  The  number  of 
lepreEeolatiTet  tfiall  not  exceed  aiiiy ;  and  tUe 
-cleciioni  fur  the  represenialiTea  arore^aid  bhail 
take  place  on  the  third  Monday  ia  Seprember 
next,  and  shall  be  cooducieii  ia  ia«  same  manner 
a*  l»  now  provided  by  ibe  laws  «f  the  laid  Terri- 
tory, for  electing  meoibeta  for  the  House  of  Rep- 

&V!.  2.  And  bt  it  further  tnacUd,  That  ibe  raem- 
b«fBof  the  ODnvroiion,  whirn  duly  elected,  baand 
ibcy  are  hereby  authorized  lo  meet  at  the  city  of 
New  Otleaoa,  on  Ihe  first  Monday  of  November 
nest,  wbicb  eon  vent  ion,  when  iBel,fbalI  first  de- 
tetnine,  by  a  majority  of  ibe  wbole  Dumber  elect- 
ad,  whether  il  be  expected  or  not,  ai  ihal  time,  to 
form  a  oonsiituiion  and  State  government,  for 
Ibe  pwple  within  the  said  Territory,  and  if  it  be 
determined  lo  be  expedient,  then  toe  coaveatioa 
•hall  IB  like  manner  declare,  in  behalf  of  Ibepeo- 
ple  of  the  said  Territory,  that  i(  adopt*  the  Ooa- 
atiiution  of  ibe  United  Siatei)  whereupon  ibe 
•aid  convenlioD  shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized 
to  form  a  conaiiiuiiua  and  Siaie  governtoent, 
for  the  people  of  ihe  said  Territory :  Provided, 
The  conatitniion  to  be  foroaed,  in  virlua  of  the 
aniberity  hereia  given,  ■hall  be  republican,  aad 
eoniii4eai  with  the  Consiiioiion  of  the  United 
ftlaiei ;  that  il  aball  contain  the  fnudaiaenuil 
principles  of  civil  and  religious  liberty;  ibal  it 
•ball  aecure  to  the  eiilzen  ibe  trial  br  jnry  in  all 
erimiDal  efttea,  and  the  privilege  of  tne  writ  of 
fulmae  eorpui,  conformaoU  to  the  proviaion*  of 
tbe  ConstiiniioB  of  ihe  United  States  t  aod  that 
aflsf  the  admiiiion  of  the  said  Territory  of  Or- 
leans as  a  Biaie  into  the  Union,  the  law*  which 
■ach  Stale  may  pass  aball  be  promalgaied,  and 
i(a  records  of  every  description  shall  be  preserved, 
aad  lla~iudicial  and  legislative  written  proceed- 
ings conducted,  in  tbe  language  in  whick  the 
bWB  and  tbe  judicial  and  legislative  vriilen  pro- 
ceedings of  the  United  Biaiea  are  now  poUisbed 
■adcondueted:  AndprovidtdaUo,  Tfaatihaaaid 
eoDventioQ  shall  provide  by  an  ordinance,  irrero- 
eable  wltboat  the  conaeni  of  tbe  United  Slates, 
that  Ihe  people  inhabiting  theaaid  Territcv y  do 
i^ree  and  declare  that  tbey  forcTac  disclaim  all 
nght  or  title  to  the  waste  or  unappropriated  landa, 
lyinp  within  the  said  Territorv;  and  that  iheeame 
•luiir  be  and  remain  at  the  >ole  and  entire  diapo- 
aition  of  the  United  Stales ;  and  moreover  that 
each  and  every  tract  of  land,  sold  by  Coekgreas, 
ahall  baand  reauin  exempt  from  aB|r  lazilud  by 


the  order  or  under  Ibe  antbotiiy  (^  Ih  3aj^ 
whether  for  Stale,  county,  tavailiip,  ftri^.  it 
any  other  purpose  whatever,  for  ike  letm  of  in 
years  from  and  after  ihe  renpecliTe  dijiofiit 
fales  thereof ;  and  ibat  thelBDd>.beloDtii;Uni< 
izens  of  ibe  United  Slates,  retid'iBg  aiiiugilk 
said  State,  ihall  never  be  taxed  higbniluilu 
land*  belonging  to  persons  reaidiag  ilititnii  tnl 
that  DO  laxe*  shall  ie  imposed  on  [audi  licpn- 

Krl)r  of  the  United  States;  aod  ilui  ititnia 
isilMippi  and  tbe  navigsble  lirenudnn 
leading  into  the  same  or  into  the  Gulf  oCUiw 
iball  he  common  highwiys  and  ror(>»riR,a 
well  lo  the  inhabitanla  of  the  said  Siiii  n  K 
oiher  citizens  of  ihe  United  Sutei,  wiibMiuf 
lax,  duty,  impost  or  toll  iberefoi,  impdM^^iki 
said  Sute. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  UfurOur  enacted,  Tluiian 
the  convention  sball  declare  its  aixiiL  ii  bdulf 
of  the  people  of  the  said  Territory,  U  itituliipuH 
of  tbe  Conelitulion  of  the  UDitnl  SUKs,  iiJ 
ahall  form  a  constitution  and  Sine  go'tniHii 
for  Ihe  people  of  tbe  said  Teiritorr  afOriaa, 
the  said  convention,  as  soon  tbrrnflHuoar 
be,  in  hereby  required  to  cause  to  iKlnBienud 
lo  CoogreM  the  instrument,  by  whick  in i«n[ 
10  iba  Consiiiution  of  ibe  Uaiud  Sum  i^  '^■' 
siven  and  declared,  and  also  a  trot  iid  W"' 
copy  of  Guch  consfilutioB  or  (raoe  aC  Sn^  |t'' 
erDmen^  as  shall  be  formed  aod  prorlW  bl " 
convention  and  if  the  aame  shall  DMbcdMr- 
proved  by  Coogreat,  at  their  nril  noi*™ 
the  receipt  thereof,  the  said  Stile ibillbtiwt- 
ted  into  the  Uaiao,  upon  ihe  Moe  iam  ■" 
the  original  Slate*. 

Seo.  5.  And  be  it  Jurther  enactd,  ™ "" 
per  cenium  of  tbe  net  proceeds  of  ikaieK 
tbe  lands  of  tbe  United  Suits, afirrik^ur 
of  January,  ahall  be  applied  to  UyiiiJ  »«i  "* 
coo *t rti Cling  pa blic  roads  and  lertei  I't'i'i" 
Slate,  as  [be  Legislature  thereof  mif  diRtl 

Approved,  February  20, 1811. 

An  Act  makint  appropristiaaa  tat  '^"E^.*^ 

•mment  ftr  ths  jaar  ooa  thotuaw!  ■fUu**" 

and  slaTsn. 

Be  U  enacted,  #c.  Thai,  for  Uw  eip"**!"'*" 
the  civil  lift  in  the  pretenl  year,  ii>el«Ji«l'« 
contingent  cxpenacs  of  the  «'«•' ^"^ 
and  emce* ;  for  the  eompeosatioa  el  tM  ""^ 
loan  oAcer*  and  their  clerks,  sod  f«  *»»  *" 
stationery  for  the  same)  for  iliep>Ti°'°' ^^ 
naitiet  and  grants  i  for  thesBpportDtiUa'H 
lablisbmenl;  for  lhB*xpeflssof  "•ff"*fT^ 
foreign  naiions, ;  for  the  support  m ''i*'?'*TJ 
beacons,  bnoy^  and  public  pi««i /"'f'iSi 
tbe  eipeneea  of  surveying  ''■"("'"'ija!  ibt 
for  SBiicfyiog  certain  miscdiaaegei  «*"!'  j^. 
following  sums  be,  aod  ibsNoe  i"''™' 
sp«tively  appropriated,  .hat  is  W-T      „^ 

For  compensation  cranted  ■T'"  *  „,■• 
bers  of  the  Senate  anil  House  ^  ^^!^^ 
their  offieei^  and  atcendaaia,  ^'^^t- 
siOD  of  four  months  and  a  ^^^ '^''^'^^(M- 
hBadrcdaBdoBelheaaaBdliinrliaaH"'*" 
ty-fivedeUara. 
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Fof  ibe  expwtt  of  fire-wcwd,  xaKoparr,  prini- 
inc.  And  all  other  contingent  vxpeaiei  of  the  iwd 
HoDMs  uf  Con^reR*,  ibirtjr-four  thouMnd  dollars. 

For  all  coniingeiii  tipeniea  of  (be  library  of 
CoDgresa,  ind  for  ibe  librariao's  allonaace  for  the 

Star  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  elerea,  eight 
undred  dollara. 

For  repairing  the  roof  and  Giting  up  a  room  in 
the  west  sitle  of  the  Dorth  wing  of  the  Capitol 
fur  the  littrary  of  Congien,  lis  uundred  dollars. 
For  compensatiun  to  the  Fnetident  and  Vice 
President  of  ihe  United  Stale*,  thirty  ibouaand 
do)  Ian. 

For  compeoaatioa  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
clerk*  and  pecioDa  employed-  in  that  Depatimegt, 
including  the  sum  of  one  thousand  four  hundred 
ind  GeTenly  eight  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  sum 
allowed  by  ihn  act  of  (be  tweoty-Gr*l  April,  one 
ihouiaad  eight  hundred  and  six,  fourteen  tban- 
sand  and  ihlny-eighldollars. 

For  the  ineidenialaad  eontingent  expebtes  of 
the  said  Department,  one  thoiuand  three  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars. 

For  printing  and  dittributing  the  laws  of  the 
ihifd  se«»ion  of  the  deientb  Congres*,  and  priat- 
ing  the  laws  in  newspaper*,  fire  ihooswia  five 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  totheSecretary  of  theTrea- 
lurv,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  iu  hi*  office, 
including  ths  sum  of  one  ibouMndseTan  hundred 
and  fifty  dollan  for  clerk  hire,  in  addition  to  the 
lum  allowed  bf  the  act  of  the  twenty-first  April, 
one  ibousasd  eight  handrcii  and  six,  sixteen  ihoa- 
stod  seven  hundred  dollars.  l 

For  expense  of  translating  foreign  language*, 
kllowance  to  the  person  empTayed  in  Iransmiitiag 
passports  and  sea-letters,  and  for  staiiooery  and 
printing  in  the  office  of  theSecietaiy  of  ihe  Trea- 
sury, one  tboasand  dollar*. 

For  compensation  to  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury,  clerk*,  and  pereons  employed  in  bis 
office,  in  el  udiag  tbesumof  one  thousand  six  hun- 
dred and  Ibiny-Diae  dollars  fot  compensation  to 
hit  clerk*,  in  addilion  to  the  som  allowed  by  the 
act  of  the  tw^iy-first  April,  one  thousand  eight 
hundteU  and  six,  fonrleea  ihoiuand  six  hundred 
and  sixteen  dollar*. 

For  expensa  of  stationery,  printing,  and  inci- 
dental and  contingent  expeotei  ef  the  Comptrol- 
ler's office,  fire  hundred  dollars. 

For  coropentatioQ  to  ibe  Auditor  of  the  Trea- 
sury, clerk^  and  penoo*  employed  iji  his  office, 
Iwelve  thousand  twn  bundred  and  twenty-one 
dollars. 

For  expanse  of  staiioncry,  printing,  and  inci* 
dsDial  and  continaeni  expense*  of  tbe  Auditor** 
office, five  hundreddolUr*. 

Por  eompeniation  to  ihe  Treasurer,  clerkx,  and 
perwDs  employed  in  his  office,  six  ibousand  two 
nuDdted  and  twenty-seven  dollar*  forty -five  cents. 
For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  Inci- 
deaial  and  eoni'ngeni  expense*  in  the  Treastirer'* 
office,  three  hundred  dollaia. 

For  competuwioo  lo  the  Register  of  the  Trea- 
■nry,  clerk%  and  person*  employed  in  bi*  office, 
*iit<cn  tbniuitiHl  nfty-two  dollkraand  two  cut*. 


For  eampeoa&tion  to  the  mmcnger  of  tbe  Re- 
gister's office,  for  stamping  and  Arranging  ah ipa* 
registers,  ninety  dollars. 

For  exjMnsB  of  statfonefy,  printing,  and  all 
other  incidental  «nd  coaiiaeent  expenses  in  tbo 
Register'^  office,  including  bookn  for  the  public 
atOcks,  and  for  tbe  arrangement  of  the  marine  rec- 
ord*, two  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  fuel  and  other  contingent  and  incidental ' 
expcnMi  of  the  Tteasiiiy  Dfpartinent,  four  thoit- 

.nd  dollar*. 

Fur  the  purchase  nf  books,  maps,  and  chart*, 
for  the  use  of  the  Treasury  Department,  four  bua- 
dred  dollars. 
For  ooapfOsatioD  lo  a  superiatendent.em^oye4 
o  secure  the  boilding^s  and  records  of  tbe  Tren»i 
ury  Department,  during  tbe  *ear  one  thnuaand 
einht  hundred  and  eleven,  including  the  expense 
oAwo  watchmen,  the  repairs  of  two  fire  engines, 
buckets,  lantern*,  and  other  incidental  and  oooiin- 
gent  expenses,  one  thousand  one  hundred  dollar*.    . 

For  defraying  the  exp«nne  of  stating  and  print- 
ing the  public  accounts  for  thf  year  one  thonsand 
eight  bundrtd  and  eleven,  one  tbotuand  two  bon- 
dred  dollars. 

For  coropensatioo  to  tbe  SeeraUry  of  tbe  Com- 
missioners of  tbe  Sinking  Fund,  two  hundred  and. 
fifty  dollars. 

For  compensatioa  to  ihe  Secretary  of  W*f, 
clerk^  and  persona  employed  in  his  office,  elerei 
thousand  two  hundred  and  Sity  dollars: 

For  expense  of  fuel,  stationery,  printing,  and 
othrr  coatingeot  expenses  of  tbe  efficeof  lb«  Sec- 
retary of  War,  one  thousand  dollar*. 

For  compensBiion  to  the  Accountant  nf  ihe 
War  Department,  clerks,  and  person*  employed 
in  bis  office,  ten  tbousand  nine  hundred  and  ten 

For  contingent  expanses  in  iheoffieeof  th*  Ac- 
conaunt  of  the  War  Department,  one  tbousand 
dollars. 

For  compensatioa  to  the  clerks  employed  in  ihs  ' 
Paymauer's  office,  three  thousand  four  hundred 
dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  in  the  said  office,  two 
hnndred  dollar*. 

For  compensation  to  the  Purveyor  of  Publie 
SupplieE,clerks,aod  persons  employed  in  bisofficc, 
ana  for  expense  of  siationery,  store  rent,  and  fu« 
for  said  office,  including  the  som  of.five  hundred  . 
dollars  for  compensalioo  to  clerks,  in  addition  ta 
tbe  Slim  allowed  by  the  act  of  tbe  twwiiy-fiist  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  five 
thousand  one  hundrei]  dollars. 

For  compenMiion  of  additional  clerks  In  the. 
officeofthe  Superintendeot  of  Indian  Trade,  eigbl 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Seorettuy  of  the  Navy, 
clerks  and  persons  eiaployed  in  bis  office,  nin*' 
thousand  eight  hundrea  and  ten  dollars. 

For  expense  of  siaiioutry,  fuel,  printing,  and 
other  contingent  expenses  in  the  said  office,  two 
thousand  dollars. 

Far  coTnp«Ds*tiaii  lo  the  Accountant  of  the  . 
Navy,  clerkv  and  persons  employed  in  hi*  office, 
ten  iQouttnd  four  hundred  aud  ten  dotlus. 
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For  eontlDMDt  expensM  ja  the  office  of  ibe  Ae- 
couDtanl  of  tne  Navy,  one  ihoawnd  dollars. 

For  compensation  lo  the  Poaimaster  Gleaerql, 
Attistaat  Posimaster  General,  clerks,  and  perjoBt 
ein()toyed  ia  ihe  Postmaster  General's  office,  io- 
cludiog  the  aam  of  two  i)iou»ad  seven  fanndred 
and  foriy-fiye  dollars  for  compeDsaiion  to  clerks, 
ID  addition  to  the  sum  allowed  by  the  act  of  tUe 
twmy-first  of  April,  one  ihoasaad  eight  hnndrad 


ind  atz,  and  Ihe  si 


sCTea  dollars  for  deficieaeiea  in  the  appropriation 
for  the  year  one  thousand  ei^ht  hundrrd  sod  ten, 
Bioeieen  ihousaod  seven  hundred  and  fifty-seven 
dollars  and  seventy-eiciit  cenis. 

For  the  einense  of  fuel,  bouse  rent  for  the  mes- 
senger, candles,  siationery,  ehe^ls,  Ac,  Incident 
to  the  Postmaster  QeneraFs  office,  twio  thousand 
five  hnndred'dollara. 

For  compensation  lo  the  severat  loan  officers, 
thirteen  thoDstnd  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compeDsation  to  the  clerks  of  tt)e  Comp- 
nissjoners  of  Loans,  and  for  allowSDces  to  cer- 
taia  loan  officers,  in  lieu  of  clerk  hire,  and  lo 
defray  the  auiborized  expense  of  the  several  loan 
offices,  fifteen  thousand  aotlars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  Oeneml  and 
bis  clerks,  three  thousand  two  bundred  dollars. 

For  eompensBlioo  lo  the  Surveyor  of  (he  lands 
aoDth  of  TeoBessee,  clerks  employed  In  bis  office, 
•ad  for  acationerv  and  other  contineeneies,  three 
thousand  seren  bundred  dollars. 

ForcompeDsationlo  the  officersofthe  Mint,  viz: 

The  Director,  two  thousand  doilan ; 

The  Treasurer,  one  thousaad  two  bundred 
dollars ; 

The  Anarer.one  tbtrasand  five  hundred  dollar*; 

TheChief  Coiuer,  one  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars; 

The  Melier  and  Reflner,  one  tboasatid  five 
hoadred  dollars ; 

The    Engraver,  one  thousand    two  hundred 

One  clerk  at  seren  hundred  dollars,  and  two 
clerks  at  five  hundred  dollars  each. 

Por  wagres  to  ibe  persons  employed  in  melting, 
coiniD|,  carpenters',  mill-wrighis',  and  smiths' 
work,  tnclndiDg  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars 
allowed  loan  aasistaol  coiner  and  die-forger,  who 
aUo  oversees  the  execution  of  the  iron  work,  and 
of  nx  hundred  dollars  allowed  to  an  assistant  en- 
graver,  eigbt  thonsand  dollars. 

For  rFpHirsoffDrnaces,costorro1lers  and  screws, 
timber,  bar-iron,  lead,  steel,  potash,  and  for  all 
other  contingencies  of  the  Mint,  two  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy  five  dollars. 

For  an  allowance  for  wastage  in  the  gold'and 
wlver  coinage,  including  a.  deficiency  in  the 
appropriation  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  ten.'arWng  from  the  increaie  of  the 
winage  for  that  and  several  antecedent  years,  six 
raouMnd  eigkt  hundred  doilan. 

Pot  compensation  to  the  Governor.  Judges,  and 
Secretary,  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  thirty  Ihon- 
Mfld  dollars. 

For  the  expense  of  stationery  and  other  coniin- 
pnt  expenses  of  said  Territory,  inclodins  (hesom 


of  one  tboosaird  doHars  feriMtim- 
appropriaiion  for  the  year  ooeikMiier 
dred  and  ten,  two  ihomaDd  wtit  hw^ 
fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  QonraM.Ji^: 
Secretary,  of  the  Mississippi  Ttttiunu 
the  sum  of  one  (hotisand  uae  hujRi: 
teen  dollars  and  tiitrty-thTeeeFiit,flifirT 
Jn  the  appropriation  for  ibt  fnr<M:Q 
eight  hundred  and  ten,  tea  ihoamlian 
and  thirteen  dollvn  and  ihirty-tbrnoR 

For  expense  of  stationery.HEce  nan 
eoDtiogent  expenses  of  said  TtiriMi.nr. 
dred  and  fidy  dollars. 

For  compeDsation  to  tfaeOoreM.lv 
Secretary,  of  the  Indiana  Temwj.nm 
six  hundred  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  oSct  rnit 
contingent  expenses  of  said  Terriion.^^ 
dred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  lo  liie  Govenn.lv: 
Secretary,  of  the  Hicbigan  TtmMf.'ai 
'Sand  six  hundred  dotiais. 

For  expense  of  Maiioaery,offieina? 
eoniingent  expenses  of  said  TernUF»c 
dred  and  fifty  dollars. 

ForcompensatioD  to  the  Gonnvlei'  | 
Seereiary.ofiheLouisiaHT^'Ufrrni*  , 
six  hundred  doHars.  | 

For  expense  of  station  err  ^cfitrnKav 
contingent  expenses  of  saia  Tenlun.R" 
dred  and  fifty  dollars.  i 

For  compensation  to  the  Qerentr,*' 
Secretary,  of  the  Illinois  Teiriwy,a« 
■tx  hundred  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationiry,  oC«mi** 
contingent  expenses  of  said  Te^tilo^,W* 
dred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  ihe  discharge  ofsoeh  demrin?*' 
Dnited  Slates,  on  account  of  iheeirt*^* 
not  oiherwise  provided  for,  as  »fc«ll '•'I'"* 
mitted  in  due  course  of  seulemsaiiiik  n* 
two  thousand  dollars.  < 

For  additional  compenstiioidH"*' 
the  several  Depariraents  of  Biate,  T««n 
and  Navy,  and  of  the  Generit  P"'*;^, 
ceeding  for  each  depart nieW.  Msp*'"'^, 
per  ceniam  in  addition  lothessiw*" 
the  act,  entided  "An  act  to  regslw*" 
compensation  of  clerks,  and  •o"''"*'^ 
ingoat  ceriatn  public  roads  ■Ddf«'*'''JJ  I 
ihirieen  thousand  two  hnodfcd  at"'^ 
dollars  and  thirty-two  cents.  ^  i 

For  compensation  grasied  bj  ''[V'''L(i 
Justice,  the  Associate  Jnflges  u^  '^ZZ' 
of  the  Cnited  States,  includiDg  '^**yi> 
and  two  Associate  Judges  fbr  tfce  '*rii,[». 
lumbia;  to  the  AnomeyGeoM*'-"''!^ 
irict  Judge  of  the  Territory  of  OHt»*!^ 
thousand  four  hundred  dolkr*     ^g^f 

For  the  like  eompem«li«  g'?""vL^ 
eral  Distriet  Attorneys  of  the  OiH"  "^ 
thousand  four  bundred  dollt"-       ^f 

For  compensation  granted  " '"^^ 
shah  forthe  Districts  of  Mafne,  n»  >^ 
Vermont,  Ne*  Jersey,  NonbO'"*^**^ 
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Thio,  Bbm  Md  W<»l'  TeBfMM«e,  «i4  OrleMM, 

wo  thoiuaiMl  two  busdrcd  doltsra. 

For  4crnring  iha  expeniM  of  rh«  Suprtmp^ 
3ircutt,ani}  Diitrtct  CenruoFihcUnilcd  Statea, 
acluding  thB  District  of  Columbia,  mad  of  jurorn 
lod  witaeoMi,  ia  aid  or  the.fuoda  arisiaf  frora 
laea,  forfailate*  aod  peniiticaj  and  for  delraylag 
;he  ezpenKH  of  pronralioDB  loT  oficacc*  flgaioil 
Jm  Uoited  StatCB,  and  for  ihe  safe  keeping  of 
irjaonera,  forty  ihooMod  doUara. 

For  ib«  paymaat  of  aandry  penioaa  gnated 
>y  the  taiAMid  prcnnl  OovetnaieBt,  iiia«  hot- 
1  red  and  siziy  doUan. 

For  ilie  payment  of  the  annual  alloiraQce  to 
itt  ioTalid  peoiiftaen  of  the  United  States,  fnim 
.be  fifth  of  Mareb,  oaa  tboaaand  eigbt  haadred 
indelevea,  to  the  fourth  of  Mareb  ooe  ihooMod 
iiabt  haodred  and  twelve^  Bioeiy-eight  ihaawnd 
lollara  ninety-eight  thonaaad  douari. 

For  the  mainteoanoe  and  aOppoft  of  iigbt- 
tiouiei,  b«aco«s,buo)rsandpubliD  piera,  (taken ges 
)f  ohaaoels,  bar*  and  Rhoala,  and  ceriain  contit?- 
^ot  ezpenM*,fiitT-«ightiboDsaDd  nine  boodred 
tnd  sjxiy-fin  dollars  and  thirfy-aihe  nenta. 

For  erecting  light-houses  at  the  moatb  of  the 
k(isajeuppi,and  at  or  near  ihe  Pit  eb  of  Cape  Look 
>ut.  in  NoTth  Carolina,  being  the  amount  of  an 
iddiiioDal  appropriation  oarried  to  the  anrfdiM 
and,  twenty  thouaaod  doUais. 

For  buil<fingnlighl*boa*e  on  the  aoath  point 
if  Cumbertaod  IsUnd,  in  Ocorgia,-  being  the 
<nouni  of  a  format  appropiiaiion  carried  19  ibe 
urplas  foB  d,  fuar  tboMaod  deltnra. 

FoTerect.iagalwkl>baaa8  on  thnwutb  poiuof 
3apelo  liJand  in  Oeonria,  and  for  placing  eerlnin 
buoye  and  beaaone  on  Dobny  bar  and  BaMh  paint, 
b«iag  the  balaoea  of  foraier  nppH^riationa  car- 
ried to  ibe  aarploi  fond,  six'  ikoaaand  acren  htm- 
dred  and  eighiy'niae  dollan  and  ns  onnta. 

For  eraotlng  a  ligbt-hnuae  on  Point  Jadith, 
being  the  balaooa  of  a  former  ^proprintion  aar- 
ried  tolbe.aurplus  fuod,  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
eight  dollars  and  sixty-seven  cents. 

For  erecting  two  llgbt*  on  Lake  Rrie,  tIz  :  ba 
or  near  Bird  tsiand,  and  on  or  near  Presque  Tste, 
in  addition  lo  the  appropriation  hetetofore  made 
Tor  that  purpose,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expense  of  sarveyiiK'  the  pab- 
lie  lands  wit  bin  the  sereral  Tettiiories  of  the  TJni' 
led  States,  one  hundred  th»usaad  dollars, 

For  payiD^  for  the  printing  of  new  ships'  reg- 
isters, mcludrng  tlie  cost  of  paper,  the  balance  of 
i  former  appropriaiion  of  one  thoasand  ooe  hun- 
dred and  forty  dollars  for  this  object  having  been 
heretofore  cnrried  to  the  sorptaa  fund;  one  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars. 

For  discharging  the  expense  of  the  third  enu- 
meration of  the  inhabitanuof  the  United  Btaiea, 
and  that  of  taking  an  acconnt  of  their  manufac- 
tares,  one  hundred  and  fifty  ihaosaod  dollars. 

For  expenses  of  iDiereonrtewithforeign  nations, 
forty-seven  thouiaod  dollars. 

For  expenaes  of  inlercourae  with  the  Barbary 
Powers,  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Pot  the  contiageat  ezpegses  of  Qovernmenl, 
the  balanca  of  former  appropriaiiDns  for  that  ob- 


jeot  kaving  been  Mfrie4  to  tbe  atirpUi*  find, 
twenty  ihoBMad  dollara.- 

For  the  relief  and  ptaieetionof  dislneaed  Anei- 
iaan  seamen,  fire  ihoosand  doUara. 

For  cspeaees  of  nrbaeeutin^  claims  aod-R]^ 
peala  in  the  eouris  ot  Great  Britain  in  relatioa  10 
aaplnree  of  American  veaaeia,  and  defending 
cause*  elsewhere,  foar  thousand  dollaTs. 

For  compensation  allowed  Qeorge  W.  Eiving, 
at  agent  ia.reeeiviog  and  paying  awards  of  tbii 
Board  of  CommiKJoners,  under  the  seteniL  at' 
tiele  of  the  British  treaty,  estimated  at  two  and  n 
half  per  cent,  oa  the  amoont  of  anch  awards  tm 
were  aataally  received  by  him,  twenty-two  tboni- 
sand  three  hnadred  and  Btnoiy-two  dollars-  and 
tiity-sev<en  eenti. 

For  payment  of  the  claim  of  Fatridk  Donnon-, 

late  eurveyoT  of  the  county  of  Hardy, in  Virginia, 

being  bft  eompeneation  nndw  the  act  of  Coagrees, 

paMOdHaytbtrlaettth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred, 

enlarge  the  power  (^iheeurveyors  of  iheretr- 


honses  omitted  by  the  aasesaon,  there  not  being  n 
HoScient  balsBee  doe  for  direct  tax  from  Virginb 
for  satisfying  thia  elaim-j  seven  hundred  t»i 
twenty-eight  ddUrt  and  eighty-five  oeats. 

For  payment  of  eipendrtures  made  by  Jaman 
SimnMHis,  late  eoUedor  of  CbarlaetM,  from  Jan* 
nary  first,  qne  thoneaod  aeveoiinndred  nnd  niitetT" 
sine,  to  Deeamker  lUrtr-Arsi,  one  tbooaand  eigni 
handrad  and  five,  for  the  Navy  DepaiiiMMt,  nn 
admitted  on  aetllenent  of  bu  neeoant*  at  tb* 
Trennury,  nine  ihoiMand  three  hnndre^and  ser- 
enly-nine  dollars- and  ihMaeenM.        ^ 

For  tbe  diaebarae  of  suck  miaeeUaneoBaelaiBla 
agninat  tbe  UniiM  Btmea,  not  otherwise  pro*id«# 
for,  as  skail  have  been  admitted  in  due  conn*  of 
aeuleaeniat  the  Treasury,  four  tboasaad  dollars.  . 

For  tke- payment  of  a  belaneedue  theeaiatenf 
tke  U*e  lUajor  Gooaral  Anthony  Wayne,  in  con-, 
farmitywitb  tbe  act  paaaedntthe  preieatseaiionf 
^eatitled  "An  a«t  fur  tbe  relief  <it  the  hairs  of  th* 
Inia  Maior  Qeawal  Wayne,"  fiv»  thoUMDd  eight' 
bniuliea  and  sevnnty  dollars  sad  thirty-four  eenie . 

Sno.  i.  Amd  be  it  J^rOei-  enmeted,  That  lb* 
several  approprintiona  hereinbefore  made,  shall  bn 


paid  and  diaebnrged  oat  of  tbe  fund  of  tix  hnn-. 
dred  thousand  dollars,  reserved  bjr  aa  act  mahiw 
provision  for  (be  debt  of  the  United  Stniee,  and 


out  of  any  mooeya  in  the  Treftuity  not  other«ris« 
appropriated. 

Approved,  Pebranry  20, 1811.' 

An  ^ct  to  enaMe  tke  OeorgeUnm  PoiensBe  Bridge 
Company  to  levy  money  Ibr  Ihe  olgect  of  its  in- 


B/  it  tnacted,  fe.,  Tbat  tbe  Directors  of  the 
deoigctown  Potomac  Bridge  Company  be,  and 
ihey  are  hereby  empowered  to  call  a  general  meet- 
ing of  the  stockholders  of  said  eoiapany,  to  be 
held  at  Georgetown,  in  the  District  at  Columbta, 
by  eansing  public  notice  to  be  given  of  the  time 
and  place  of  such  meeting,  in  the  National  Intel' 
Iigeneer,aDd  in  one  of  tbe  newtpapera  primed  ia 
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«Mh  oriheettiMorN«wTi>rfc,Philad«lpbw,  ud 
BclEimote,  in  four  lucecwin  wecki,  ihe  IhI  time 
Bt  Imi  (biri;  dayi  beTort  the  dif  oT  holding  ib« 
Mid  genrrat  nwtiag.  Aad  if  ■■  neh  g«nent 
neetiDC,  ibc  aloekholdcn  pretent,  br  tb«ni«p|Tes 
,  m  lw)l  repKBCDUiiTM,  ittall  dcMrmiDe  to  tcbaild 
Ibe  bridge  at  or  scar  the  little  falli  of  the  rirer 
Potomic,  (for  the  pnrpMe  ofereetiag  which  ori- 

S'lMllf  WIS  ibe  Dbjeei  of  their  ineorpormiion, )  the 
older*  of  twoihirds  of  the  rtoeb*  repreicnied  at 
that  mectios  eonearring,  theo  itihall  and  nuf  be 
lawful  for  the  direetori  of  said  eoiDpaoy,  or  aaf 
two  of  ibem,  and  Iher  are  hereby  empowered,  to 
WW**  upon  and  eolleei.  from  the  itoekboldera  of 
the  taid  companf,  ineli  lara  aod  raia*  of  nonef, 
ai  ihall  be  neeeuar^  to  pif  iK  debti  alreadr  in- 
enrred,  and  (o  rebnild,  make  and  keep  in  repair 
the  nid  bridge,  together  with  Ihe  road  leading 
thereto  from  Oeorgetowa:  Propided,  Tbat  the 
wboleamonatafaueliauninieatiahall  not  exceed 
tweBtr-6'e  dollan  on  eaeb  share  in  the  itoek  uf 
a«)d  eompany.  And  uaj  aoeh  aneunenl  and 
awenneiiu,  the  laid  director*  ufaall  gi*«poblie 
Boliae  to  the  taid  Btoekhotden,  b^  adTertiaing  the 
Mine  in  tha  ncwapapen  aforeMid;  and  the  laai 
aad  »umi  which  (ball  be  lo  aaaeiMd,  the  said 
aloekholden  are  hereby  required  lo  pay  to  the 
Mid  direetora,  within  liity  daya  after  atieh  notiee ; 
aad  OB  faitura  thereof,  far  the  ipaee  of  thirty  jla**, 
after  the  czprralion  of  the  Mid  aixty  days,  the 
Mid  director*,  ar  anr  two  of  iham,  are  heraby  aa- 
thorizCd  to  aell  tli«  Fbare  or  >hare>  of  any  and 
•nrf  delinquent  aiockholder ;  erery  aoeh  Mle  lo 
be  mada  at  public  aaeiioa  in  OeorMtnwn  afore- 
Mid,  on  the  day  apeGified  in  uid  adrerti«eiD«Dt : 
Providtd,  Tbat  na  more  tharea  iball  be  aold  (ban 
aball  be  deemed  aeeeaMry  lo  levy  the  lum  aad 
anm*  of  taoney  whieh  ihall  be  aMeaaed  ai  afora- 
t«id;  and  that  the  aarplac,  if  any,  ariMBg  on  any 
svch  eatei,  ehall  by  the  dircoton  aforanid,  be  de- 
poaited  in  ihc  Bank  of  Colmnbia,  for  the  bm  of 
Ihe  owaer  or  owbcti  of  the  abare  or  ibarM  ao  wid. 
And  the  Mid  dtroetont,  or  any  two  of  them,  Aall 
uantfer  oo  the  booki  of  the  Mid  eampaor,  to  the 
parebaMr  ot  parehaaera,  the  ibara  or  ibarea  *a 
aold,  aad  if  danaaded  gJTe  a  eerilBeale  or  eartlfl- 
«at«t  thereof,  nnder  their  haada  and  kbU,  which 
ahall  aMOra  to  such  pa  re  ha  ht,  or  parahaMn,a 
▼alid  title  to  the  Mme. 

Approved  February  22,  lail. 

An  Act  proTiding  for  tha  m1>  at  a  tract  of  Und  Ijing 
in  the  BUU  at  Teaneaaei,  and  .     .     (    .. 

ana  TarritM^. 

■  BeU  enacted,  ft,  Tbat  Ihe , 

pointed  by  an  act  of  (be  Luialature  of  tbe  Stati 
of  Teanesree,  paued  on  tbe  founeeiilh  day  of 
NoTember,  one  thooiand  eight  hundred  and  nine, 
to  fix  on  a  site  for  the  town  of  Pulaski,  in  ihe 
Gonnty  of  Qilea.  and  Slate  aforeMid,  sod  ibeir 
aucceaaon  io  office^  be  and  they  are  hereby  au- 
thorized, on  ptodueing  a  receipt  from  the  receiver 
of  public  moneya  for  at  lean  oae-tweaiieth  pan 
of  Ibe  nurcbara  money,  to  enter  wiih  tbe  register 
of  the  land  office,  ciiabliahed  for  the  lands  ceded 


of  Und  Ijin 
t  in  the  Ind 


to  the  United  Siatea  bytbeCbtrofacMlCkid' 
aaaw  Indiana,  in  ibe  MiaaiMip(iiTeinMT,itt! 
of  land  lying  in  a  regalnr  aqHre, lul mMiM) 
ais  liaodred  aad  forlv  nerea,  wbick  taocMT 
be  8zed  on  aa  a  rit*  for  the  tawa  of  Filuti,  a 
aforaaaid,  at  the  Mme  price  aad  MibiaaiUM 
and  eonditiotia  of  paymMit  aa  arc  paiM  nd 
reapaet  toiheother  poUie  laadi  tMafirw 
Mle  at  ihe  raid  office ;  Bad,  on  c«|iii^  ik 

Cymentof  Ibe  pnrehaaa  nMney,(|au«M 
granted  therefor  to  the  Mid  ceoBiaMKiad 
their  aoeeeaaort  iaoSoe,ia  trail,  Iw  lb  ttd 
the  Mid  county  of  Qilaa,  fat  tbe  pvpoiib- 
Mid. 

Bic.S.  And  be  it  JkrOur  owt^TUik 
commtaaionera  appointed  by  aa  act  of  Ik  1^ 
lattireof  tbe  Indiaaa  Tarril<>ry,lohNiFn)B 
aita  for  the  permanent  mbi  oT  fowiaaib 
tbe  Mid  Territory,  be,  and  they  art  i^» 
thorized,  aad  their  auceeaaon  ia  odei,>ia<ia 
Ihe  aurveya  under  the  aaiboniy  of  ik  Du^ 
Siaea  aball  hare  been  made  of  ikt  liiliii«l 
they  ahall  Mlcel,  aad  on  prodaeiof  inw^l'" 
Ibe  reoelrerof  public  moneya,  fMtilMw 
twentieth  part  of  the  porebaae  wMf.am 
with  the  regialer  of  the  laadt&eelatk'MicI 
ia  which  the  land  lna,aay  foat  fHrMxcia 
of  land  adjoining  to  each  ethor,  abidknitf 
been  reaerred  by  any  (ormeraeiof  CM|m<'' 
whiab  the  Mid  commiaaianeri  aMr«lKiiHi> 
on  aa  a  aita  for  the  pernMMni  luap^ 
meat  fur  tbe  nid  Territory,  aad  pr"«  "J^ 
be  made  thefafor  at  the  Mine  pne^  »'"■'' 
Mma  lermt  and  eooditiona,  aa  are  pfiM  i>tt- 
■pMt  to  the  other  public  laadt  aold  a  fiiou  ■» 
in  Iha  Mne  diatrict;  and  on  ci»|ikM|>MJ^' 
iDeat  of  the  pnrcbaM  money,  (  paitiiiUl* 
granted  therefor  to  (be  Mid  cMiata'N''' **^ 
[heir  atweaaaora  in  office,  in  trail  fciikw" 
aaid  Territory,  for  the  pnrpoac  afoRttA 

ApproTod,  Febraaiy  iS,  1811. 


An  Act  proridiiu;  lae  IL. 

aatabliahsd  at  Naahrille,  in  tb>  8UM  cf  TtaM^ 
and  Uantoo,  in  the  8tais  of  Ohio ;  •""  ^  •""" 
tha  resialer  and  receiwiT  of  public  oMtp"  "rj 
intend  the  public  aalea  of  Uad  ia  Hu  dirtM  <»* 
Pearl  riTer. 

Be  U  enacted.  *c_  That  ill*  PrwWof* 
United  Siatea  be,  and  be  heirbj  iiiHHt"'™" 
remuTC  the  Und  office  e.Iablishtd  f«  it'f' 
the  public  land*  ceded  lo  ihe  Uaiitd  Sn* '■'* 
CberokeeanJ  Chickasaw  M'»i " '''rZ. 
M^pi  Territory,  from  N«hri!jr,  »  ;«' jJJJJ 
witbin  the  district  for  wbicb  '''|''":j,(;ii( 
aa  be  may  judge  most  proper;  '""Trihin  u 
land  office  from  CantoS^  iribe  Sw-f  O"'?;" 
some  .uiuble  place  wilhin  lb.  ii*«' '"••'»» 
il  was  eslablisned.  ^  ,  q.i ,,  a, 

Sbc.  2.  Ancf  be  it  farther  etaOi,^"*-^ 
public  aalea  of  the   public  In*,  !"  '"""^ 


eaatof  Pearl 


THfl^fl 


I  of  Pearl  ri»er,  in  iheUi«»;i.r' V  ,[j; 
•Dd,  also,  in  Ihe  district  of  KtiM^'V" '"  ^ 
nois  Territory,  be  condocied  """j  ,Li«  «f 
tendence  alone  of  the  regiaier  ai  f^ 
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Enblic  roooeya  For  ilie  raid  distriets,  who  are  hfrc' 
y  auihDriEcd  and  vnipowerfd  la  saperintend  ihe 
lame.  io  tbeir  iMpectire  diitrieii.  toy  law  to  tlu 
cootrarv  notwiihslandinf ;  and  ihejrabill  r«e«i*e 
ifae  eoRipeDration  provided  hj  law  for  the  ■apcr- 
iDteDdeDls«r  poUic  nlM  ia  ibe  diitricli  alore- 
Mid. 

Sao.3.  And  be  U  Jiulher  ehmted,  That,iranr 
(ract  of  the  public  lands  which  has  been  aold,  or 
may  herearier  be  xold,  ia  any  8iat«  or  Territory 
whereio  a  land  olGca  ii,  or  may  be  mtabtiahed, 
and  on  which  complete  payment  hai  not,  or  may 
nal  have  been  made,  wiihia  the  tima  praierifa«b 
by  law  for  compietiag  the  rame,  and  the  traei 
bariDff  been  adreriised  for  Mle,  agreeably  to  law, 
U  BbalT  be  lawful  to  ofler  the  same  for  lale  at  pnb- 
lie  rendue,  at  the  time  and  place  of  the  ullinr  of 
ifae  court  for  the  couDty  In  wbieh  tha  land  onea 
ia  kept  for  the  diiirict  lo  which  the  tract  bclonga, 
whether  the  eoart  ifaall  be  denominated  a  court 
of  quarter  ncstifaBa,  or  by  whatever  other  toigiut- 
tioo  it  may  be  known; 

Approved,  Febnnry  SO,  1811. 


An  Ad  MtaUkhiMK  Navy 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  TbaC  the  money  hereader 

collected  by  viriue  of  the  act,  entitled  '*Aa  act  in 

addition  lo  'Ao  act  for  the  relief  of  tick  aad  di»- 

abled  Keamen,"  ihall  be  paid  to  the  Beeretary  of 

Ibe  Nar  y,  tbe  Secretary  of  ihe  Tminry.  and  the 

Secretary  of  War,  for  tbe  lime  being,  who  are 

,  hereby  appointed  a  board  of  oommiKiioneni.  by 

^  the  name  and  ilyla  of  Commiisianeta  of  Navy 

,|  Hospitals,  which,  together  with  the  inm  of  Bfly 

.  thousand  dollar*  hereby  appropriated  out  of  the 

;  nnexpen^d  balance  or  the  marine  hupiial  fund, 

to  be  paid  to  iha  commJi^oneni  aforetaid,  aball 

'.  eeostitttte  a  fund  for  nary  hospitals. 

;      aac.  2.   And  be  it  further  enaetid,  That  all 

fine*  impo«rd  on  aavy  offieen,  aeamen  and  ma- 

riacs,  sbnll  be  paid  to  me  Commitsioneta  of  Navy 

Hospitals. 

Sec.3.  And  beit  fiatiitr  enaOtd,  That  the 
Conmisaiooera  of  Navy  Hoapitala  be,  and  they 
are  hrteby  authorized  and  required  lo  procure,  ai 
a  suitable  place  or  places,  proper  site*  for  aavy 
hospitals,  and  if  the  neceaiary  bnildinn  are  not 

Eroeured  with  the  liie,  lo  caOM  iuch  lo  be  erected, 
aving  due  repird  to  economy,  and  giving  pref- 
erence to  inch  plans  at  with  most  convenience 
and  ieaai  coat  will  admit  of  tnbiie<|uenl  additinaa, 
Bi  the  funds  will  permit,  and  circumataneea  ia> 
qoirej  and  the  comminionen  are  required,  at 
of  the  eitabliBhmenis,  to  provide  a  permanent 
atylum  for  diaabled  and  decrepit  navy  officer^ 
■eaaen  and  marinee. 

Sec.  i.  And  be  it  fitrtker  aiaeted.  That  the 
Secretary  of  tbe  Navy  be  auihtfrind  and  required 
to  prepare  ihe  necessary  mies  and  regulaiiona  fta- 
thf  government  of  the  miiiiutioc,  and  report  the 
tme  to  the  neii  nesaioa  of  Congress. 

Sec.  5.  And  beU  fitrther  enacted,  That,  when 
any  navy  officer,  seaman,  or  marine,  shall  be  ad- 
mitted into  a  navy  hospital,  that  the  iotiiMltoa 
•ball  be  allowed  one  ration  per  day  durisg  U* 


eoDlinnanee  therein,  to  be  deducted  from  the  ae- 
cooni  of  the  United  Statm  with  socb  officer,  sea- 
man, or  marine;  and,  in  like  manner,  when  any 
officer,  seaman,  or  marine,  entitled  to  a  pension, 
shall  be  admitted  into  a  navy  boipiial,  nueh  pen- 
sion, during  his coDtinoaoce  therein,  shill  be  paid 

the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  Hospitals,  and 
deducted  from  the  account  of  such  pensioner. 

Approved,  Febraary  86,  1811. 

An  Act  in  addition  to  Ibe  a«t,  entitled  ■■  An  act  «np- 
plsmentsty  to  the  act  eonceraioK  Conni!*  and  Vice- 
Consul!,"  and  for  the  loTthei  protsction  of  Americsa 

Be  it  enaded,  f  &,  That  in  all  eases  where  di»- 
tressed  marioeri  and  seamen  of  tbe  United  Stale* 
have  been  transported  from  foreign  ports  where 
there  was  no  consul,  vice-consul,  commercial 
agent,  or  vice-commercial  agent,  of  the  United 
Sutes,  lo  porta  of  the  United  Slates;  and  in  all 
cases  where  they  shall  hereafter  be  so  transport- 
ed, Ibere  iliall  be  allowed  to  the  mauler  oi  owoer 
of  each  vessel,  in  which  ihcy  xhall  or  may  bava 
been  transported,  such  reasonable  compensation^ 
'-  addition  lo  the  allowance  now  fixed  by  law, 

shall  be  deemed  equitable  lo  tbe  Complrollef 
of  Ihe  Treasury. 

Approved,  February  28, 1811. 


An   Art  sapplamentarf  li 


the  act,  antitlad  ••  An  act 

^nereial  iDtereoDrsa  between  the 

United  States  and  Orsat  Britaia  and  Francs,  aad 
tbaJT  dapOBdanda*,  snd  for  elher  parpoae*" 
Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  Thai  no  vessel,  owned  whol- 
ly by  a  citizen  or  -citizens  of  the  United  States, 
which  shall  have  departed  from  a  Brirlsh  port 
prior  to  tbe  second  day  of  February,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eleven,  and  no  merchandise, 
owned  wholly  by  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  ihe  Uni- 
ted States,  i  moor  ted  in  such  vessel,  shell  be  liable 
10  seizure  or  forfeiture,  on  account  of  any  iofrae- 
lion,  or  presumed  infraetioo,  of  the  provisions  of 
tbe  eel  to  which  this  act  ia  a  knpplement. 

Sac.  2.  And  be  if  /uriker  enacted.  That,  im 
case  Qreat  Britain  shall  to  revoke  ot  modify  bar 
ediela,  as  ibat  they  shall  cease  lo  violate  tbe  neo- 
iral  commerce  of  the  United  Btaiet,  tbe  Presi> 
dent  shall  declare  the  fact  by  proclamation  ;  and 
such  proe  la  ma  lion  shall  be  admilted  as  evidence, 
and  no  other  evidence  shall  he  admitted  of  sneh 
revoealion  or  modification  in  any  suit  or  jprose- 
GOiioa  which  may  be  institnted  under  the  fourth 
section  of  (be  act  to  which  this  act  is  a  supple- 
ment. And  Ihe  resirictioas  imposed,  or  which 
may  be  Imposed,  by  vtrtne  of  the  said  aet,  shall, 
from  tbe  dale  of  such  proclamation,  eaase  and  be 
disc  on  tinned. 

Bbc.  3.  And  be  it  Jmlher  enacted.  That,  until 
Ihe  proclamation  afore»tld  shall  have  been  is- 
sued, the  several  provisions  of  the  third,  fourth, 
fifth,  sixth,  seventh,  eighth,  ninth,  teoih,  and 
eighteenth  sections  of  tbe  act,  entitled  ''Aa  act  lo 
interdict  the  commercial  Intercourse  between  the 
United  Stales  and  Qreai  Britain  and  France  and 
I  their  dependeuiea,  and  for  other  purpoaaa,"  ahall 
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PtAHe  Aet$  if  Omgnm, 


:  PrvvkM.  JwKvver,  TItit  tajr  renel 
or  marchindiifl  wbich  ratj,  in  parMwaec  ibaiV' 
of.  be  MizHd,  prior  to  tb«  fsei  being  ■MerUincd, 
wkeibcr  Qr»l  Briuio  itull,  on  or  before  ih* 
MCODd  dkf  of  Febmarf ,  oae  ihouuBd  ci^l  hao' 
dred  ind  elerao,  hare  raToked  ar  Bodified  b»r 
edicts  in  the  iDiDDer  aboTe-meDiiooed,  >ball,fM!r- 
erlhelMB,  be  retiored  od  opplicatioa  of  ihe  ptr- 
tieii,  on  tbeir  jfiriac;  bond,  with,  approred  care' 
tie»,  to  tbe  Uaited  State*,  in  a  sum  equal  to  ibe 
value  thereof,  to  abide  the  decisiou  of  ihe  proper 
court  of  the  Uoited  States  Ihereos;  and  any  EUch 
bood  iball  be  eonaidered  ai  latjsfied,  if  Oreai 
Brtuia  shall,  on  or  before  the  second  day  of  7eb- 
niaTy,  otie  inouiand  eight  hundred  and  eleven, 
have  revoked  or  modfSed  hrr  edicts  in  the  man- 
aerabore-meniioned;  Provided, aim,  ThatDotfa- 
fiig  herein  coQieloed  «baU  be  coujirued  to  affect 
an]r  ships  or  vessel*  wholly  owned  by  a  citizen  or 
citizens  of  the  Utiiled  Stales,  which  bad  cleared 
out  for  tbe  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  for  any  port 
beyond  the  same,  prior  to  the  tenth  day  of  No- 
Tetnber,  one  ihouMod  eight  hundred  and  ten. 
Approved,  March  2,  1811. 


Ike  Prasideoi 

tnkdinf  houtea  ai  aBeb  ports  «i»d   pUees  on  the 
'-'"■'--1,  «f  i«  *fce  ladiaa  eoootty,  on  eilher 


both  aidei  of  the  MusiMiippi  hrer,  as  ba  shall 
judge  most  coovenient,  Tor  the  purpose  of  earry- 
log  oa  a  Itbetal  trade  with  (he several  latjiao  m- 
tioDB,  within  the  United  8i«iw  or  their  i 
tories. 

Sac.  a.  And  U  U  Jwlher  emuUd,  That  the 
PreMdeat  of  the  Uailcd  Btatai  shall  be  anibot- 
ized  10  appoint  a  SuperiBleBdaal  of  ladiaa  trade, 
whoae  duty  it  ahnll  be  to  purchase  and  take  ohaqp 
of  all  goods  ioteaded  fat  trade  irith  the  Udun 
■■tioai,  aforataid,  and  to  tiaaatmt  the  sane  to 
•uch  plaoes  as  be  sfaall  be  dtraaied  by  the  Presi- 
deat}  Bttd  he  shall  take  an  oath  or  affitmalion 
iaithfuUy  lo  eieeute  the  trail  commitled  lo  bin. 
•ad  that  he  will  ooi  directly  or  iMlireetlr  be  eoa- 
Mrned  or  intereated  ia  any  trade,  cooitDQice,  or 
tarter,  retiricied  by  this  law,  aod  except  oa  the 
public  account;  and  he  shall  also  give  bond,  in 
Ihe  pepal  sum  of  twenty  Ihousaad  dollars,  wiib 
anfficiaai  seeurity,  to  he  approved  by  the  Seere- 
tatv  of  tlie  Treasury  of  the  Uaited  Sixies,  truly 
ana  hoaesily  lo  aeeount  for  all  moitey,  goods, 
and  other  property  whatever,  which  sbaU  come 
into  hla  bands,  or  for  which,  in  good  faith,  he 
ought  so  to  account,  and  to  perform  all  i^e  duties 
lequJred  of  him  by  ihisaet;  aad  he  shall  render 
to  the  Sccreury  of  (be  Treasury  a  quarter  yearly 
aceount  of  al)  bis  receipts  aad  expenditure*  of 
cash,  purchases,  and  traoMnilial*  of  goods  forthe 
ladiaa  trade,  to  be  settled  and  adjusted  by  the 


Sbo.S.  AmibeilJiiraereneUi.'tkti&th 
periaiettdeni  of  lodian  trade  shall  ttedreuii- 
onal  salary   of  two  thoDsaed  dolhi^  ani 

Siavler  yearly,  at  ike  Treasary  c^iteGiiy 
tales. 

8x0.4.  And  it  itJvrlkertmMTkih 
President  of  the  United  Slate*  sluilttiii* 
ized  toappamtas  ageat,aBd,«bcnhMljKa 


it  proper,  an  atiislani  asaat,  ftr  eiEt  ^nhf 
hoosoestabliskmeBt,  eeUblisbedaB^diinn- 
iaa>  of  thia  aet ;  al»  every  sock  *|(UtiJnsi- 


:MisbedaBtedi|nn- 
rysoekti 
It  ageot  shall  give  bood,  with  st 


ly,  in  aoch  aam  as  thePreHdeBl*killte«,tii| 
and  hoMelly  10  aeoouBi  far  all  (be  BOMi.  (^ 
and  other  prepcrir  whatever,  wkieh  Ml  oai 
ialo  Us  hanos,  aiod  for  which  hesifliMS 
acMwM :  aad  to  parlbrm  all  the  Jaw  n^ 
of  him  by  this  aot;  and  shsU  tab  id  sals 
aCmatton  iahhfBllr  lo  exeeaie  ihirwros- 
■iiiad  ID  him ;  and  ibat  be  Vill  im  dineilia 
iadiraetly  beooBoeraed  arintntudisuindt 
commerce,  or  barter,  but  oa  lb*  pttlicMnsii 

Sec.S.  AndbeilfifFtha-tiuebfmi\M 
be  tbe  duty  of  each  of  tbe  nid  (gnu  It  mart 
from  the  Superintendent  of  ladiiDimltii'J'i- 
posB  of  la  trade  with  the  [ndjaa  sntnifn- 
said,  snob  goods  as  may  fee  inimnri  tikia 
by  tAe  saperiitiendenL  to  be  receindnJlB^ 
of  as  aforesaid,  aeeording  to  lbs  tilo  uln^ 
which  the  President  of  ifae  Uniird  SatniUI 
prescribe;  and  be  thall  render  sesectMLia^ 
ter  yearly,  to  the  Soperinteadenterii^"'''' 
of  all  Bone^,  goods,  and  Dtfaet  fnBiitj^*»  . 
•vcr.  which  shall  be  iraasoiined  tDliiBi.«im 
shall  come  into  hi*  hands,  or  for  etieii,  ii  r"  | 
faith,  he  ought  to  account;  and  k«>kil>n» 
mit  duplicates  of  bis  aeeoan*  u  il<  Stn<»T  I 
of  tbe  TreainrY  of  the  Uaited  Stiiet,  | 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  figllttr  nald,  Tbi « 
8a  periDiendeatef  ladiaa  trade,  Ike  ageiti'il''' 
darks,  or  olher  peiwms  erapkyed  lirikaMU 
aot  be,  diaeeily  or  ikdireeily,  edaewatJ «  <""' 
e»ted  in  carrying  on  trade  or  eotDnKwaT" 
the  goods  01-  artKles  beaghi  fcr,  or  Mpptii' »  « 
reeeivwd  from  the  Indiaas.  et  sktH  be  "'^''^ 
whole  or  in  part,  of  any  sea  tvtd,*  m&J^ 
or  apply  to  his  or  their  ass  any  gsis  '^jj^ 
meat  for  nepitiating  or  tianiactitg  ''r  "^'|[! 
i«  Ihe  Indian  dapariiaeBt,  otbet  itu  vtH  )w 
he  allowed  by  law;  and  thai  tbewd  ■^'■^ 
siMant  agents,  or  any  personsfinpIofBl'f  J**, 
shall  not  be  directly  or  iadireedy  Mif^  ' 
iaieresled  in  oarryingoa  the  ki"i>«>'"'TL 
commerce,  on  their  owa  or  •'J*'"tJj„ 
public  aeeount,  or  Uke  or  »PP*f '»*"°'*'!l.h 
any  enolumeat  or  «k  forii«pii*t"r;^™|; 
busioesL  during  their  eppoialaw^  •T'JJi  j^ 
•mployment,respectively,otberihMf««i*^2 
this  act,  or  eieepling  for  aad  n  •««'  "'^ 
United  Slates;  and  if  my  ^  f^L^u 
offead  against  aay  of  the  proiiilwo«  »i(i«» 
he  afaali  be  deemed  guiky  of  «  ■'•*«»'"113 
■hall,  upon  coavietiOB  thereof,  l«(«i»'!?rt: 
Suies  a  sum  not  esoeediag  out '5?*''*Tm 
and  shall  be  removed  from  suek  ™''^'C!ili 
(Mpl«ra«Qi,  ud  foravfi  thersaflw  "  ""^^ 
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of  haldinc  aar  offic"  Oader  th*  Uniuil  SUtas; 
Provuied,  Tbat  if  iDf  penoD,oihettbaiia  public 
prosecutor,  sbtU  give  iuroroiaiioii  of  anf  aucb 
offeaoe  vpoa  whicb  a  ptoaeeutioa  and  cotiviclit^a 
shall  be  had,  one-half  of  the  aforasatd  penaltf , 
wheD  reeoTCTed,  shall  be  for  ibe  use  of  the  p«noD 
eivia^  «ucb  iofotmatiuq:  ^mf  j}roin<i<d,  aJ«o, 
That  if  Bucb  luisilaiiieaaor  be  ctnnxi'tted  by  tbe 
Superintendent  of  ladLaa  trade,  or  by  aoj'  asent 
or  aaiUtant  agent,  it  shall  be  deemed  a  breaah  of 
the  coodiiioD  of  his  bood,  and  the  penalty  thereof 
may  be  retwTartd  in  artf  court  ttavisg  oompeleat 
junadictioD  oftbeiame. 

Sec.  L.And  be  it  further  eaaclfid,  That  tbe 
prices  of  goods  supplied  to,  atid  (a  be  paid  fo^  by, 
the  Indians,  Eball  be  regulated  iu  ii^eh  toadner, 
that  ibe  capital  itock  Turnitbed  by  the. United 
States  shall  not  be  diminished. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  itjitrther  enacied,  That  if  aity 
agent  or  agents,  tbeir  clerks,  or  other  person  enk- 
pToyrd  by  ihein,  shall  purchase  or  reoeire  from 
any  Indian,  in  the  way  of  traje  m  barter,  any 
gPD,  01  othsr  article  connDoiily  used  in  fauniing, 
any  iDstrumeot  of  husbandry  or  cooking  ulsnsU, 
of  the  kind  usaally  obtained  by  ladians  in  their 
intercourse  with  white  people,  or  any  article  of 
'clothing,  excepting  skins  or  fun,  he  or  they  ihsll, 
respectively,  furfeit  the  sum  of  one  handred  dol- 
lars for  eacih  offence,  to  be  reeOTered  by  action  of 
debt,  in  tbe  name  and  to  the  use  of  the  Uaited> 
Slates,  in  any  court  hariBg  juriailialion  in  like 
cases;  Pr^mided,  That  no  suit  shall  be  coin- 
menced,  except  in  the  State  or  Territory  within 
which  the  <:ause  of  action  shall  have  arisen,  or  in 
which  the  defendant  tnay  reside;  and  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  tbe  Buperintendantoif  Indian  trade,  or 
of  the  SuperintendeDts  of  Indian  afikir*,and  their 


depaiies,  resp«:ii*elv,  to  whom  iafomation  of 
crcTv  sooh  offence  tnall  htt  give"   '  '*' 

I  evidence,  if  attainably 


ntn,  to  collect  the 

prosecDte' the 

offeDder  wiiboat  delay. 

8sc.  9.  Aitd  be  il  Jurther  enacttd,  Thai  the 

■  goods  requisite  for  ennaitie*  to  tbe  Indian  natioDe 

within   the  United   Eltaies,  and   the  Territoiiei 

thereof,  and  for  treaties  with  ihHB,  and  for  pre-, 

,  senta  to  be  made  them  at  the  Seat  of  Qoverotnent.' 

.  or  elsewhere,  shall  henceforward  b«  putehaaed 

and  traitamttted  u  tbe  proper  posts  and  plaeet.by 

the  Superinlmdent  of  ladian  trade,  ap«a  aracra 

from  the -DepsrtmeM  of  War,  and  the  aeeotuiis 

therefor  shall  be  rendered  to  the  War  Department. 

Sac.  10.  Andbeitjitrther enacted,  Tbwx,iating 

the  eoatiouanae  of  this  net,  the  annual  sum  of 

two  thousand  dollars  for  the  parent  of  the  naitaty 

of  the  Snperinteadent  of  Indian   trade,  and  the 

annual  sum  of  two  thousand  fire  hundred  dollars 

for  tbe  payment  of  the  clerks  in  his  office,  (io' 

eluding  the  eom  of  eight  hundred  dollars,  allowed 

for  an  additional  clerk  by  the  act  passea  on   the 

tweniy-sirth  day  of  Febrnary,one  thousand  eight 

handred  and  ten,}  are  hereby  appropr(ated,'to  be 

paid  oat  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  of  the 

tlnited  States  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  11.  ^ndAea>rtA<rena«(ed,  That,  during 
the  coaiinuanee  of  this  act,  the  President  of  the 
United  Suiea  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authortztd  to. 


draw  aDDiially  frota  the.Traatnry  of  the  Unilad 
States  a  sum  not  exeeeding,  fourtetin  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  to  be  applied  uh- 
d«r  his  direction  lo  the  payntent  of  [he  agents, 
assistant  agents, and  clerks  at  the  trading  houses; 
which -agents  sha)l  be  allowed  to  draw  out  of  tbe 
public  supplies  two  rations  each,  aod  each  clerk 
one  ration  per  day  i  which  raliotu,  or  such  pay- 
ments as  may  be  made  in  lieu  thereof,  by  the 
order  of  the  Piesideni,'Bhatl  b«  charged  lo  the 
trading  fuad;  and  the  President  shall  cause  aa 
annual  report  »  be  made  lo  Congress  of  how 
much  of  the  sum  so  authoriaed  has  been  drawa,  , 
and  in  what  manner  the  same  has  been  applied. 
Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  auieted,  Thai  tbe 
sniD  of  two  hundred  and  tiztjr  ibnusand  dgllaia, 
appropriated  by  ihe  tenth  secUon  of  the  act,  enti- 
tled ''■  An  act  for  establishing  leading  houses  with 
the  IndJaii  tribes,'' appfored  twejin-fiist  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundrsd  and  lour,  and  the 
lUiB  of  fortv  thousand  dollars,  appropriated  by  the 
act,  eniiilea  "An  act  supplemental  tothe  act,  oD- 
litled  'An  act  for  establishing  trading  hoaseswtth 
the  Indian  tribes,"  approv^  third  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine,  shall  be  and  r«- 
main  a.funa  for  the  purpose  of  Cdrryiog  oo  trade 
aad  intereeucse  with  the  Indian  nations,  in  the 
manner  provided  by  this  act,  esclasive  of  the 
saiftry  of  the  Superiniend«nt  of  Isdiaa  trade,  and 
of  the  allowances  to  agents,  assistant  agent^and  - 

Sao.  13.  Atidbeitjvnitertnactad.  TbtititaiiAl 
ba  (he  duty  of  said  Superinteitdeni  of  Indian  trade, 
under  the  direction  oi  Ihe  Pruident  of  the  Uaited 
States,  and  upon  such  terms  and  soaditiooi  ai  he 
shall  ptesoribe,  to  cause  the  furs-  and  peltry,  and 
other  articles  acquired  in  trade  with  the  Indian  ' 
natioosj  to  besold  at  public  auction,  iu  diffiHent 
paHa  of  the  United  States,  or  otherwise  disposed 
of,  as  may  be  deemed  most  adranlsgeoas  to  the 
United  Stales. 

Ssc  li.  And  be  itJwUur  eitatUd^  That  if  tbe 
President  should  deem  it  expedient  to  eatabliab, 
under  the  aoihority  of  this  aot,  tradia^  bonaea,  in 
addition  to  the  number  now  in  operation,  fer  tba 
■purposos  of  carrying  on  a  trade.wltb  tbe  Indian 
tribes  within  the  United  8lat«*^  oi  tbeir  Terr^t^ 
ries,  the  expensei  for  each  trading  hous*  |0  asiah- 
lished  shall  not  exceed  the  foliowiog  anois  of 
money,  in  addition  to  the  appropriations  already 
made  by  this  act,  viz :  For  the  principal  aMDt,  an 
aoaual  sum,  not  exceeding  one  thousand  aellars; 
for  an  assistant  agent,  if  neae9sary,an  annoal  snm 
not  exceeding  five  handred  dollarsj  to  be  drawn 
by  tbe  Prcsioenc  out  of  anjr  moneys  in  the  Tf«s< 
ury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sac.  15.  AtidbextfitrtheTtnacUd,  Thet,frou 
and  after  the  first  day  of  April  next,  an  act,  enti- 
tled "  An  act  for  establishing  tndiag  houses  with 
the  Indian  tribes,"  approred  on  the  iweaty-firat  of 
April,  one  ihousand  eight  handred  and  six,  and 
an  aci,  enliiled  "An  act supplemcaial  to  tbe  acf, 
eniiitid  '  An  act  for  esublishing  trading  boaaca 
with  tbe  Indian  tribes,"  approved  on  the  foorth 
day  of  Uarcb,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
nine,  shall  be,  and  tbe  some  an  nn^y,  repealed : 


Digitized  byGOOgle 


1848 


iS^PENDZZ. 


Provided,  That  noibiag  keKin  ooDiklned  shil' 
b«  coDsIrued  to  exoneraie  any  pvrxan  who  iball 
noi  hnvF  pErfurmed  ihe  duty,  or  who  shall  hare 
Ttolaled  anF  ofthe  prohibitioa*  eoBiained  in  the 
laid  aciB,  from  sails  or  proKcatlons,  but  as  lo  all 
bonds,  coBtiacts.  debti,  demandii,  rights,  prnaliies, 
punishments,  woich  have  be«a  made,  hare  ariseo, 
or  haTB  incurred,  or  whicii  shall  be  made,  arise, 
or  be  incurred,  previaos  ID  the  first  dajr  of  April 
neii,  the  laid  acts  shell  hdre  the  same  force  and 
effect  ■&  though  this  act  bad  not  becD  ptissed : 
Provided,  likewiie,  Thai  the  Superintendeoi  of 
Indian  lrade,lhea2eDts,HsaisiBn{egeais,  and  other 
persons  emplofed  under  (he  aforesaid  acU,  aball 
comigue  to  hold  their  seTeral  offices,  appoini- 
menis,  and  trusts,  until  oiherwi»e  remoTed,  aoy- 
tfaioK  herein  contained  that  might  b«  construed 
to  the  coDirarr  notwiihstatiding;  and  also  tlie 
bonds,  which  ther  or  either  of  ihem  bare  giren, 
or  mar  giTe,  for  the  faithful  execution  of  their 
aeveral  daiies  and  offices,  shall  continue  it>  hare 
the  tame  force  and  effect,  to  all  inleots  and  pur- 
posea,  at  though  this  act  had  not  beEU  passed. 

Sec.  16.  And  bt  U  further  eaacUd,  That  this 
act  (ball  be  in  force,  Irom  and  after  the  first  day 
of  April  DAit,  for  the  term  of  three  rears,  and 
froo)  thence  to  the  end  of  the  seision  of  Coagreas 
next  thereafter,  and  do  Innger. 

Approred,  March  S,  1811. 

An  Act  to  MtaUlsh  the  diatrkta  of  Mntnphrcjnagag, 
of  OnTCBBlchM,  and  of  the  Whita  Mountains. 

Be  il  enacttd,  ^c,  That,  from  and  after  the 
first  day  of  April  next,  alt  that  part,  of  the  Slate 
of  Vermont,  lying  east  of  Liake  Mtlmphreymagag, 
and  iacluding,  also,  all  such  shores  and  waters  of 
the  taid  lake  as  lie  within  Che  said  Stale,  shall 
eoDsiituie  a  district,  tu  be  called  die  district  of 
Hiimphreymagog,  of  which  Derby  shall  be  the 
aole  port  of  entry;  and  a  collector  for  the  laid 
district  shall  be  appointed  to  reside  at  the  uid  port 
•f  entry. 

Sfio.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thai,  from 
and  after  the  first  day  of  April  next,  all  the  shores 
and  waters  of  the  rirer  St.  I^wreoce,  which  Ke 
in  the  Stata  of  New  York,  east  of  the  wesierD 
boundary  of  the  county  of  St.  Lawrence,  aod 
west  of  the  western  boondary  of  [he  eoIieeliOD  dts- 
irict  of  ChatDplain,  shall  constitute  a  district  to 
be  called  the  district  of  Oawegaiciiie,  of  which 
Ogdenburg  shall  be  t^e  sole  part  of  entry,  and  a 
collector  {or  the  said  district  shall  be  appointed 
to  reside  at  Ogdeirburg.  And  the  President  of 
the  United  States  is  authorized  to  esiablidi  ano- 
ther place  In  the  said  district  it$  be  a  port  of  de- 
lirery  only ;  aod  a  surreyor  shall  be  appointed  to 
reside  at  such  port  of  delivery. 

Sbc.  3.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted,  That  all 
that  part  of  the  Slate  ol  New  Hampshire  which 
lies  adjacent  lo  the  northern  bpundary  of  the  Uni- 
led  States,  and  north  of  tori^-faur  degrees  thirty 
minutes  north  Uiiiude,  shall,  from  and  after  the 
first  day  of  April  next,  constitute  a  district  la  be 
called  the  diBirict  of '-White  Mounuins;"  the 
Pfcaident  <^  tbt  Uni^d  Siaien  it  yuihorizeil  to 


eMtblishaplaoe  JD  ibe  aaiddntrietiii* 
of  eatry;  and  n  collector  ihaU  be  t|ii  j 
reside  at  the  said  place. 

8bc.  4.  And  bail JiirHia-tMad:. 
President  of  the  Uoitrtt  States  he,udS  i 
by,auihoriced  lo  alter  the  phee  akici. ' 
loforebeen  detj^naled  to  be  the  pcnV-' 
the  district  of  Vermom,  and  to  enab*  j 
place  lo  b^-sucli  port  of  entry. 

See.  6.  And  be  it  fmiher  ouded  T.; 
and  after  the  first  day  of  Aprd  sen^f 
tors  of  the  disirtci  calaUisbed  byiki 
the  colleciota  of  the  dialrieis  ofVnav  . 
plain,  and  Sacketi's  Harbor,  aad  Ar^  i 
encb  receive,  in  addition  to  tbe  (tnnL-jti 
lion's  allowed  by  lawr,  an  anaoilnin.i 
hundred  dollars  a  year;  and  ih  uaiii 
heretofore  allowed  to  ihe  colleetixii^cr.- 
latt  mentioned'  district*  sball,  fma  inr^i 
said  first  day  of  April,  be  dueoautH^  l 
surveyor  lo  be  appointed  for  ibe^iaK:'' 

f;aicbie  shall  rrceire,  in  additiMi**-' 
owed  by  law,  a  aalary  of  one  hnU^- 
dollars  a  year.  I 

Approred,  March  2,  181 1.  < 

An  Act  anthoriiinK  a  loMi  of  awn^.itia) 
eicwding  Sre  miUiona  of  4^ 

Beit  enacted.  ^-  That  the  Pmlc- 
Uoiied  Slates  be,  aod  be isbere&f,ar^ 
borrow,  OB  the  credit  of  the  United tei* 
not  exceeding  fire  million  of  doUsn)'*- 
interest,  payable  quarter-yearfy,  t"*^ 
six  per  ccDium  per  annum,  and  raaW'> 
the  pleasure  of  ibe  United  Biatei,«(i>:^' 
riods  as  maybe  ttipulated  hyeoatw^- 
G ceding  six  years  from  the  first  di^^ 
next;  to  be  a[^ied,  to  addiiiof  K"^*'' 
now  in  the  Treasury,  or  whith  •'f'"*' 
thercia  from  other  source*  dBrsj*^ 
year,  lo  defray  any  of  the  puilie  "P*"^ 
are  or  may  be  auiboriaed  by  U*  i*"^ 
thereby  created  sball  be  lransleiiUti>»'f 
manner  as  is  provided  by  Isw  fiir  '"'^, 
the  funded  debti  And  it  iefi^ZZ: 
cUrtd,  That  il  shall  be  deemeil  '/^ 
of  the  said  power  to  borrow,  f«  w*vVl 
the  Treasury,  with  the  approtatw"  *_ 
ident  of  the  United  StatM,  to  '*o*1vL 
luted  ceriificaiea  of  stock,  sig*e<l  ^}*r^ 
of  the  Treasury,  or  by  a  eotanw»«^^ 
for  the  sum  to  be  borrowed,  or  fix  "'^^^ 
of,  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  t^jj^ 
transferable  and  tdmbnrsable  "^Jit 
ID  cansa  the  said  eeritfiealts  of  •<» '  ^ 
auction,  nfier  having  {iven  lk''^ir^ 
notice  of  the  lirtM  and  place  of '■"'r' 
ded,  That  Jio  such  stock  be  wid  "•J,^.^, 

^cc.  S.  And  be  H  fi"^ '^e» 
much  of  the  fvndi  conMiiuiiaC'K'r^^p 
priation  of  eight  millioos  o!  dolw^  ^^ 
inent  of  (he  principal  and  iBiM«"/'J^ 
debt  of  the  United  Stale*,  *>  '"^"I|>i<l 
that  porpote,  is  hereby  P'^***";?^*) 
for  lh«  payment  of  tha  iBiereUr'^'' 
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ntmnt  of  Hit  priBei|Htl  of  ike  Modi,  wbish 
te  created  bf  rirtae  of  (his  act.  It  •ktU 
lin^Ijr  be  ths  datf  of  ibe  ComHiMioMit  of 
inking  Fand  lo  caase  to  b*  ipplM  KoA  paid 
'  ib«  >aid  fund  yearly,  and  cthj  fear,  mhIi 
nd  sams  u  majr  be  Banaslljr  wanted  lo  du- 
e  the  iaurett  a^erning  on  the  said  atock. 
o  reimbanetbe  priaeipal,  ai  the  nme  shall 
le  due,  and  mar  be  diMhaTged  in  eanfcrm- 
ith  the  temi  of  Ihe  loan  ;  and  they  txt  for- 
.uthorixad  to  afqiW,  from  time  to  tim^M^ 
>r  snma  onr  of  uia  faad,  as  tker  naf  ibiak 
r,  towards  ledeeminy  by  piiro|iaae,  aad  at  a 
not  aborepar-iheprinoifalof  thenid  sloeli, 
f  ^Tt  thereof.  And  the  &iihof  the  United 
■  is  herebr  pladfed  to  establish  soSeient 
ues  for  mikiaf  up  aay  defieieney  that  nay 
fter  take  ^ce  in  the  funds  hereby  appro- 
rd  for  payiiw  ihe  said  interest  aad  priitetfai 
,  or  any  m  lEem,  in  Banner  afocesaid. 
proved,  Uarah  S,  1811. 


et  to  uuwi  a  pwt  of  the  State  ef  New  Jersey 
die  coUMitHn  diAriot  of  Nmt  Toifc ;  to  tatBora 
office  of  CeUeclorofNuiKsrstaLewiMown;  M 
ta  Cape  SL  Tinceol,  in  tfao  district  ef  Sackett's 
dKir,  ■  pott  ef  dalivei;  ;  slid  oot  of  the  distiicts 
tluuni  ud  Miasiisippi  to  nuks  two  nan  district! 
lie  called  the  ^tncts  of  Saodoakf  and  Teeha 
t  for  cither  potposea. 
it  enacted,  ^  That  all  that  part  of  the 
!  of  New  Jersey,  which  lies  aorth  and.  east 
Lizabelhlowa  and  Siaten  Islaod,  be,  and  the 

is  hereby,  annexed  to  the  diatricl  of  New 
: ;  thatan  asaistani  colleeter,  to  be  apw)iat«l 
:oiamissioBed  bf  the  PrcsideiK  of  the  United 
9S,  shall  reside  at  the  (own  of  Jersey,  who 
have  power  to  enter  and  clear  vessels  in 
nanner  as  Ihe  eolieetor  of  New  Yotk  is  au- 
sed  by  law  to  do ;  hot  siieh  assistaiit  collee- 
liall  nerertheleae  aet  in  conformity  lo  such 
uciioiM  and  regnlatioiH  at  he  shall  froo)  time 
ne  receive  from  the  collector  of  New  York ; 
that  the  said  asustaot  collector  shall  reeeive 
lis  annual  salan  one  thousand. doUara,  In  full 
.11  services  to  he  by  him  peribrEaed,  aad  in 
of  comaiiMione  and  fees. 
K.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thai  all 
part  of  ibe  Miama  district,  lyins  east  of  the 
EErn  cspeof  Ssndaskybay,  riiall  bea  district, 
e  called  the  district  of  Sandoefcyj  aad  the 
ident  is  hereby  anthorized  u>  designate  eueh 
e,  in  the  district  of  Sandodiy,  as  he  shall 
^  expedient,  to  be  the  port  of  entry  of  the 
district;  and  a  oolleclor  for  the  said  district 
t  be  sppoinied,  to  reiide  at  the  port  of  entry. 
m.Z.  AndbeU  further  enacted.  That  Cape 
cent,  in  the  dis^ct  of  Sackeu's  Harbor,  shall, 
Q  and  ift^r  the  ibirtv-Srsl  day  of  May  uexi, 
I  port  of  delivery  only;  and  a  surveyor  shall 
■^Minted,  to  reside  at  the  said  port. 
iK.  i.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
ectoi'a  offiee  shall,  after  ihe  ihirty-Srti  day  of 
y  next,  b«  removed  from  Port  Nisnra  to 
vistowB,  which  last  m«Mioned  place  dudl  in 
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fatal*  be  the  icaidaoe*  of  the  aoUacBw  g  and  also, 
that  the  office  of  the  collector  of  the  customs,  for 
the  diairict  of  Bufiiilo  creek,  shall  be  kept  at 
sBcb  plaee  or  places  in  the  town  of  BuSUo, 
as  the  PresideM  of  the  Uoiled    Butes  shall  de- 

Skc.  5.  And  be  U  Jitrther  emcted,  That  ahipe 
or  vessds,  arriving  from  and  after  Ibe  first  day  ti 
May  next  from  the  Cape  of  Oeod  Hope,  or  from 
any  place  beyond  the  same,  shall  be  admitted  to 
make  entry  at  Plymoulh  and  Nantucket,  ports  oT 
entry  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  from 
and  after  the  first  day  of  Uay  next,  Bsagor,  in 
the  disuict  of  Penobscot,  in  the  Stale  of  fiUsu- 
ehuselts,  be,  aad  the  mdm  is  hereby  made,  a 
port  of  delivery,  to  be  annexed  to  the  diaitict  of 
Penobacoi ;  and  that  a  sarveyor  be  appointed,  to 
reside  at  tbe  said  port  of  delivery. 

See.  7.  And  be  it  Jitrther  enacted,  That  ail 
that  part  of  the  coUeeiion  district  of  Mississippi 
which  includes  the  waters  of  the  river  Tech^ 
aad  all  the  shores,  bays,  utA  rivers,  west  of  the 
Aichafillaya,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  estab; 
liibed  as  a  new  district,  to  be  called  tbe  district 
of  Teche;  thai  Nova  It^ria  be  tbe  port  of  enirr 
for  the  MBw;  and  that  a  collector  be  appointe4 
to  reside  at  the  p^rt  of  entry. 

Ssc.  8.  And  be  itjvrther  enacted,  That  a  sur- 
veyor be  appointed  to  reside  at  or  near  the  moa^ 
of  the  RappahaoDock  river,  at  such  place  as  the 
President  of  the  United  Stales  shall  designate. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  Jiirlher  enacted,  That  the 
several  collectors  and  surveyors  who  may  be  ap* 
pointed  by  virtue  of  this  act,  and  wbose  aatariea 
are  not  fixed  by  a  preceding  section,  shall,  in  ad- 
dition to  Ibe  fees  and  commissions  authorized  by 
Isw,  receive  respectively  the  same  annual  salary 
which,  by  law,  is  allowed  to  tbe  colleeton  and 
Rurveyors  of  the  districts  bordering  on  Lakn 
Erie. 
Approved,  March  2,  ISll. 

An  Act  to  extend  the  time  tor  eampktiog  the  Third 

Geasas,  or  wnmeratien  ot  Ihe  inhabitants  of  tbe 

United  States. 

Beit  enacted,  fe..  That  the  aesisUnis  in  the 
several  Stales  end  Terrilories  for  which  teiama 
have  not  been  completed,  have  uoiil  tbe  first  Mon- 
day of  June  next,  lo  make  their  retnrns  to  ibe 
marshals  and  secretaries;  and  that  the  marshals 
and  secretaries  have  until  the  firai  Monday  of  July 
next,  to  make  aad  RIe  their  returns  in  the  office 
of  the  Secretary  of  Stale,  any  law  to  the  eonltary 
not  withstand  ing. 

Approved,  March  S,  1811. 

An  Act  declaring  the  ccnatnt  of  Congress  to  an  act  of 
Ihe  State  of  Geoigia,  passe^  tbe  twelfth  of  Decern- 
bsr,  one  thousand  eiihl  hundred  and  four,  "setab- 
liahiDg  the  fees  of  the  haihor  msalei  and  health  offi- 
cer of  tbe  ports  of  Sevean^  and  Bt.  Mary's," 
Be  it  enacted,  tc,^  That  the  coasent  of  Coo- 
greeebe  and  bere^  is  granted  and  dedaied  to  the 
(qwratioQ  of  an  act  of  the  Legislainrt  ofOeeqiia, 
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piMed  the  tweirth  of  December,  one  itioawtid 
eigbt  hundred  and  four,  eslablisbiug  ihafeeaof 
tbe  hirbor  mialer  and  health  officer  of  ibe  porta 
of  StT«niiah  and  St.  Marjr's. 

8ec.  2.  And  be  it/uTtker  etutcUd,  That  ibii 
act  fball  be  io  force  for  one  year,  and  no  lon^r. 

Approved,  March  2, 1811. 

An  Act  to  erect  ■  IJEhl-honw  on  Boon  uluiil  in  the 
Slate  of  Mnnachuaetta,  to  pl»CB  bnojN   off  Cape 
Fear  ri*cr,  and  to  erect  a  beacon  at  Now  Inltt,  ia 
IbB  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  to  place  bnoji  at 
tba  entrance  of  the  harbor  of  Edgartown,  and  to 
erect  a  eotamn  of  stone  on  Gape  Eliiabath,  and  to 
complete  the  beacone  and  buoyi  at  Ibe  entrance  of 
Baierir  barbOT,  in  Iha  State  of  HaiMdiuiielti. 
Be  it  enacted,  ^e.,  That  the  Secretary  of  (be 
Treasury  be  and  be  is  hereby  autbortzed,  on  beioK 
taii!>fied  that  Boon  island,  id  the  district  of  Maine, 
in  the  State  of  Massacbu setts,  is  a  fit  and  eligible 
aite  for  a  light-house,  and   that  one  ought  la  be 
erected  thereon,  to  cause  a  liehi-houae  to  be  built 
on  the  said  island  :  Frotided,  Thai  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Massachusetts  sbBll  vest  tbe  properly  of 
tbe  said  island  in  the  United  State);,  and  cede  tbe 
jurisdiction  of  the  sanie. 

8eo.  2.  And  be  itjitrther  enacted.  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  and  he  is  hereby 
directed  (o  cause  buoys  to  be  placed  at  or  near  tbe 
main  bar,  and  New  Inlet  bar  off  Cape  Pear;  and 
also  to  cause  to  be  erected  ■  beacoa  on  a  point  of 
land  near  New  lolet,  in  the  State  of  North  Car* 
olina. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  Jitriher  enacted,  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  and  he  is  hereby 
directed  to  cause  such  buoys  as  he  abalt  deem 
necessary,  to  be  pUced  at  tbe  entrance  of  Ihehat- 
boT  ofEdgarlowQ,  in  the  State  of  Massac husel is. 
Sec.  4.  And  be  itfitrther  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  to 
cause  to  be  erected  a  column  of  stone,  as  a  beacon, 
OD  Cape  Elizabeth,in  the  State  of  Masaacbaselts, 
of  such  form  aud  dimensiont  as  he  shall  deem 
uecwsary. 

Sec.  S.  And  be  it  Jurlker  enacted.   That   the 


following  sums  of  money  be  and  tbe  sirn 
'  riated  forthepurpotea  herein 

For  the  erection  ofa  light-ho« 


berebr  appropriated  for 
tioDed,  to  wit:    For  the 

an  Boon  island,  ibree  thousand  dollars  ;'  for  phe- 
ing  bnoya  on  the  places  mentioned  oS  Cape  Fear 
rirer.  two  thoniand  dollan ;  for  placing  buoys  at 
the  entrance  of  tbe  harbor  of  Edgariown,  two 
thoniand  dollan;  for  erecting  abeacoo.ooe  tbon- 
aind  eight  hundred  dollars ;  and  for  erecting  a 
colnmn  on  Cape  Elizabeth,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  dollars  ;  and  for  completing  the  beacons 
and  huoys  ordered  to  be  placed  near  the  entrance 
of  BeTerly  harbor,  in  tbe  State  of  Massac buset [a, 
the  furiberKQio  of  three  hnndred  and  fifty  dollars. 
Approved,  ^1  arch  2, 1811. 

Ab  Act  Is  ntend  the  right  of  luffi^e  in  Ae  Indiana 

Terrttory,  and  Sir  other  purpoaea. 

Be  U  enacted,  fc,  That  each  and  every  free 

wbite  male  penon,  who  ahtli  Imts  atuined  the 


age  of  tweDiy'«me  year*,aBiKtaibiiiu' 
aconnty  or  Territorial  lu,iri«hi>ia.. 
resided  one  year  in  said  Territory,^!!::  , 
genei«l  election,  and  be  at  (he  linr  ol  c  ; 
election  a  resideat  of  said  Teniio(j,4L  ■ 
titled  to  role  for  members  of  ititjk. 
CouDcil  and  House  of  RepieteBUR,'  i 
Territortal  Lt^ialatare,  a»d  fMiDni:.] 
Congress  of  Ibe  United  Stales  foroi^:--; 

Sec.  S.  And  be  it  fitrOer  ornOd:..- 
citizeniof  tbelndiaDa  Terriiory,tuu..| 
for  Represeoiaiire*  lo  the  QeamlJi| 
thereof,  may,  on  the  third  HoadiTWi:. 
qnd  on  (he  (bird  Monday  of  Apnl  i.^ 
thereafter,  (unlesa  the  General  AaenV'  , 
Territory  shall  apMint  a  diffKeatte-: 
Delegate  for  said  Territory  loibeCupr 
United  State*,  who  shall  ponctiibtawi 
heretofore  nmn ted  by  law  to  ibt  uni     i 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  jiaHur  mdd.  1.: 
and  ererv  shariff  that  now  is  ot  IwaU-i 
anpoinled  in  said  Territory, >boibi!i- 
glect  or  refute  lo  perform  tb«  duiniK 
•o  act,  entitled  "An  act  ei(ei4in|  itiv 
suffrage  in  the  Indiana  Terriiotr.ud' 

Eurpose*,"  passed  in  Pebrnary,oiifii[«- 
undred  and  nine,  shall  be  lisbltioir- 
one  thousand  dollars,  recovmlilt  tT'- 
debt,  in  any  court  of  record  wllhiiiki- 
riiory,  one-half  for  the  we  of  iheiea"- 
tbe  other  for  [be  use  of  the  Temron^ 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  Jvrtier  •"f-'' 
person  holding,  or  who  nay  hemr-' 
office  of  profit  from  the  Oorenonia** 
Terriloty,  (iuaticct  of  the  p«ae«  ■»f** 
cera  eteepied,)  aball  be  iaeligiUe  hk'^ 
ified  10  aot  as  a  member  of  ibeLtpw^lr 
eil  or  House  of  Represeottii'O  w"^ 
'ory.  ,  -^. 

Sec.  S.  And  be  it  fstiber  aimid,  »' 
and  erery  sheriO;  in  each  and  "(fff , 
now  i.  or  hereTfter  mar  be  t^*^". 
Territory,  shall  eanae  to  be  btM  ikd"*' 
ncribed  by  this  act,  aceordiai  m  »  ". 
manner  pretcribed  b/  the  lawirf a* ' - 
and  this  act,  under  the  penalty  a  «  "T. 
dollara,  to  be  recorered  in  ibe  w^*^' 
use  pointed  out  by  the  ibird  lettw*'*^ 

Approved,  March  3,  IStl- 

Ad  Act  makiac  appnpiialiiHU  ta  •~J*Jj^  > 
atna^between  the  Ud(»<  *««""j» 
and  Liltle  Oaa«e nation*  <i^^^m 
Fort  Clarke,  on  the  tenth  ^Vf,"^* 
thoonnd  eifht  bandied  «d4  <ip> ' 

Be  U  enacted,  fc,  Thai,for  '«^c»'. 
rying  into  effecl  a  treaty  .l*"*"  ^  i 
Slates  and  the  Great  and  biHl* ^^: 
Indians,  concladed  and  sigBcd  *['f^g  * 
the  Miasonri,  on  the  lenib  ds^  <i  n>^^r 
thouaand  eight  hundred  and  *'t'^'^^f 
Iboatand  dollars  be  and  ibe  ^mt  *  jf, 
prontinied;  and  the  fuiibtr  ■'i^^Nii 
ihownnd  doUnn  ID  die  010104""    ' 
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of  Sve  hgndred  dollin  to  the  Little  Osag«  na. 
tion,  to  be  paid  aDOoallr  to  the  Mid  nattOD*; 
wbich  Bonoities shall  be  permaDeDt. 

Bbc.  3.  Aiid  be  it  JurOier  enacted,  Thsi  Ibe 
Hum  of  six  hundred  and  eighty  dollars  be  lOi)  tbe 
EBfne  in  hereby  Bppropriai«(,  for  paying  Joha  Eu- 
gene Lieiizeodorler  the  sum  alloired  bim  by  the 
act  passed  od  the  thirieeaih  day  of  Februar]', 
one  thousand  eiebl  haodred  and  eleTen. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted  That  ibe 
aeveral  sums  appropriated  by  this  act,  siiall  be  paid 
out  of  any  money  lo  the  Treasury  not  olherwite 
appropriated. 

Approred,  March  3, 1811. 


Be  it  enacttd,  fCj  That,  id  addition  lo  the 
compensatiun  heretofore  alloved  by  law  to  the 
Judges  of  the  Cifcuit  Court  for  the  District  of 
Columbia,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  per 
aoDam  be  paid  to  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  said 
Court,  and  the  sum  of  iuur  hundred  dollars  per 
aDQum  be  paid  to  each  of  the  Assistant  Judges, 
payable  quarter  yearly  i  the  fir^t  quarterly  pay- 
ment to  be  made  oa  the  first  day  of  April  next. 

Approred,  March  3, 1811. 

Aia  Aet  conoaming  IsTtlid  Penuoun. 
Be  it  enacted,  fc.,  That  the  SecretBry  of  Wat 
be  and  bft  is  hereby  directed  (□  place  the  follow- 
ing namec)  persoBi,  whmeBames  hare  been  trans- 
mitted t[>  Congress,  pursuant  to  the  act  of  ihe 
tenth  of  April,  eighteen  hondred  and  six,  on  the 
pension  iisi  of  invalid  peosioners  of  the  United 
States,  ftceoiding  to  the  rates,  and  lo  commence  at 
the  times  hereinafter  meniioned,  that  is  to  say: 

James  Trowbridge,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollRrs 
and  thiriy-three9entBpermonth,toeammeDeeon 
the  finh  day  of  February,  one  theuaaad  eight- 
hondred  and  ten. 

Samuel  Mears,  jtuior,  at  the  rate  of  two  dol- 
lar* and  fifty  cents  pet  month,  to  commenea  on 
the  lemh  day  of  Dtcember,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  ten. 

Ebeoezer  Brown,  at  the  rate  of  Bra  dollars  (lar 
month,  to  commence  on  the  third  day  of  January, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleren. 

Elisha  Capron,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollar*  and 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  first 
day  of  January,  one  ihonsand  eight  hnndred  and 
ten.  ' 

William  Woodrufl;  at  the  rate  of  five  doHars 
per  month,  to  eommenee  on  the  twcniy-fobrih 
day  of  October,  one  thotuand  eight  hundred  and 
ten. 

LcTi  Tattle,  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  and  twen- 
ty-fiTC  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on   the 
tereDih  dar  of  January,  one  thonand  eight  hun- 
dred and  elaven. 
Nathaniel  Austin,  al  the  rate  of  three  dollars 


Isaac  Vincent,  tt  (liente  tf  fire  doUut  pec 


month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-seeond  day 
of  March,  one  thousand  eight  famdred  and  ten. 

John  Qriggs,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and' 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  (he  *er- 
enth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 

Patrick  Hart,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  per 
month.  10  commence  on  ihe  thiriieth  day  of  An- 
guM,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten. 

William  Burke,  al  the  rata  of  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  mooih,  to  commence  on  the  tenth 
day  of  October,  one  thowend  eight  handted  and- 
eigbt. 

John  Long,  at  the  rate  of  two  dolkn  and  fifty- 
cents  per  month,  lo  eommenee  on  the  saren- 
leenth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hnndrvd 

Vincent  Tapp,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollar*  and 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  sixth 
day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hnndrsd' 
and  lea. 

James  Batson,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollara  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  thirieeoth  day  of 
February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ele- 

John  Brown,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollar*  and 
fifiy  cents  per  month,  tn  commence  on  the  firal 
day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hnndred 

James  Gampln,  at  the  rate  of  thiilecn  dollara 
tfairly-lhreeand  one  third  cents  per  month,  to  com- 
mence  on  ihe  twenty-fifth  day  of  March,  on* 
thousand  eigttt  hundred  and  nine. 

Samuel  Wells,  at  the  nte  of  three  dollars  and 
lereniy-fire  eents  per  month  to  commence  on  the 
twenty-second  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight 
hnndred  and  seren. 

Daniel  McBldnfi',  at  the  rate  of  thirteen  dollara 
and  thirty-three  cents  pet  month,  to  commence 
on  the  iwenty-Brst  day  of  July,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  sod  eleren. 

Kdwerd  Miller,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollar*  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  third  day  of  May, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine. 
-  Daniel  Fielding,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars 
and  thirty-three  cents  per  month,  to  commeBM 
on  the  nintteentb  of  September,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  nine. 

Bao.  S.  Awl  be  UfitrAer  enacted,  That  the 


pensions  of  ibe  following  petaons,  already  placed 
on  Ihe  iMnsion  list  of  the  United  States,  vhoae 
claims  foran  inereaa*  of  pension  hare  been  trans- 


mitted to  Congress,  pamant  lo  ihe  act  aforesaid, 
be  increased  lo  the  sums  herein  respectirely  an- 
nexed to  their  names;  the  said  iuoreaae  lo  oon- 
menee  at  the  times  hereinafter  meoiioaed,  that  i* 
tosar: 

Jonn  Lincoln,  three  dollars  per  month,  lo  com- 
mence on  the  fifteenth  day  of  June,  one  ihotiand 
eight  hundred  and  ten. 

Dan  Culrer,  fire  dollnts  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  tenth  day  of  June,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  ten. 

Joseph  Whittemore,  tea  dollars  per  month,  to 
nence  on  the  twelfth  day  of  Hey  one  tho«- 
Mglu  luHMtRd  aul  niM. 
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PmIOw  AeU  of  Qmgrem. 


Pcfcr  Hmbmmiwt.  fin  ddlinper  month,  to 
cDOiBeiie*  on  tb*  cif  bth  ihty  of  Hueh,  ooe  tboo- 
mad  tight  bsMlied  and  ten. 

Bcajamia  Uwiie,  Sto  dolkn  per  nioath,  to 
eamviBca  on  th«  eteTcnth  day  of  May,  one  ihou- 
Mnd  eight  hundred  and  nine. 

BlMha  Riee,  five  dollars  per  moath,  to  eom- 
natee  oa  the  ihirtT-fint  day  of  HarehjODe  ihon- 
Mod  eight  faosdreaatid  tea. 

William  Bailer,  two  dollan  aad  fiftf  ceati  per 
BMaib,  10  eomienee  on  the  third  dajr  of  JiUjr, 
oae  thooMad  aigbi  husdnd  and  ten. 

Jated  Knapp,  Bre  dolbn  per  maniii,  to  oota- 
meaee  on  the  ninetaenth  day  «f  Novmber,  one 
ibouMod  eight  hundred  and  tea. 

SoloaOB  Reeaalda,  fln  dollars  per  month,  to 
eommeiee  on  the  lixteeath  day  of  JaDnatjr,  oaa 
iboiuand  ai^ht  handled  aad  elcrai. 

8ainael  Loooiii,  three  doUan  and  Hvcair-lre 
caala  per  month,  lo  cgmiacaee  on  the  MTenth 
day  of  February,  one  thoaeand  eight  handrad  aad 
efe*e«, 

Eteazer  Hadioa,  three  dollara  and  eeTeblf-five 
oaBMpartBCMith,  toeOBBinoeon  the&fteentliday 
of  FebriiBTr,  one  tbounnd  eight  hundred  and 
elarcB. 

JobBartram.fifieMdollarfperiaonlb,  to  eom- 
neaee  on  the  twentr-SAh  day  of  October,  one 
tboQiand  «ighi  hundred  and  nine. 

Oeorga  Badl,  fire  dollar*  per  momfa,  to  ooaa- 
laaBBB  on  the  aineiecnth  day  of  December,  one 
ikoaeaad  etobl  bnodred  and  ten. 

leaae  Riebard*,  two  dollin  and  fifty  centi  per 
aoBlh,  10  commenee  oa  the  foarteenth  day  of 
Hareh,  one  Iboaeaad  eight  hnadred  and  tea. 

lamei  Pattoo,  thirteca  ddlaia  and  ibirty-ibree 
eenta  per  monlh,  to  commence  oa  ihe  sixth  day 
«f  llarch,  one  (hooeand  eight  handred  end  ten. 

Robert  Coddingioo,  five  dollart  per  nonth,  to 
oaaNDanee  on  the  sisth  day  of  March,  one  then- 
nod  eight  hundred  and  ten. 

baae  CAbeslI,  fi?e  dollers  pet  raoaib,  to  eon- 
■nenec  an  tbe  sixth  day  of  March,  one  ihoosand 
eight  handred  and  tea. 

Seybert  Odaro,  fire  doUara  per  month,  to  com- 
neaea  on  tbe  Iweaiyievanth  day  of  Oetobar,  ona 
tbotaand  eight  honored  aad  ten. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  itfitrtker  enacted,  Thai  John 
Galhoan  be  placed  on  tbe  aid  peoeroa  list,  atthi 
MU  of  fiAeea  doUai*  per  month,  lo  eommenee  oi. 
tba  sisth  day  of  Pebraery,  one  thontand  eight 
handred  and  ten  {  and  thai  Benjamin  Blaehliarn 
be  placed  on  ihc  pension  litt,  at  the  rate  of  fire 
dollar*  per  mojuh,  from  the  firH  day  of  April,  one 
tkonaand  eight  hundred  and  ten. 

Bao.  4.  imd  te  tljWAerenocte^,  That  there 
be  paid,  out  of  any  moneyi  in  the  TreasUTy  not 
elberwisB  approprieied,  lo  Afaram  Oembk, «  the 
State  of  Maryland,  wbo  was  placed  on  toe  pen- 
•ion  liat  from  the  eighieeatb  day  of  Jannarj,  ooe 
tbaoMad  eight  hundred  and  nine,  the  turn  of  fifty- 
three  dollars  and  Mveaty-flreeeeis  for  arrear*  of 
pension  fiom  the  twenty-fifih  day  of  Janaary,one 
MMBiood  ei^hi  boadred  and  ejgiit.  vben  be  first 
eomplettd  hta  testimony  under  an  inesnlar  eom- 
uiaNon,  to  ibe  said  «f  hicaBlk  day  af  Fobraaty, 


tbonsaad  eight  bntdrcd  anl  aiatiti^ia 
months  and  twenty-three  dayi. 
ApproTed,  Uareb  3, 1811. 

An  Act  mskiog  ftirther  apprqniitioiu  to  aaflMr  Ik 
loitifieitioDi  commenced  fbi  the  leca^i'itjti* 
■nd  hutWn  of  the  United  States 
Be  a  enacted,  tc^  ThatfotlhepiiriMt<ia» 
pletinE  the  foriificattonacooiiBeaeed^ibRi- 
riiy  ofthe  ports,  lowa*,  aad  htibon  of  ite  Cud 
Siaies,and  tbe  Territories  therMtilmbe,ni 
hereby  i*  appropriated  the  samM  oiekulni 
■bd  thirty-one  ihouand  a.nd  foityiii  JoUin  ud 
thirty  cent*,  to  be  paid  out  of  u^  mineTiiiiW 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appn)pr»l«i 
Approred,  Much  3,  tSlL 


lentttiTi^w 
illMiriM  B  ii- 


Ab  Act  far  allowiiis  ■ 

parsme  who  ha^v  taken  sn  eccM 

rat  naanfcetnring  eflt^HABeBM  « 

wMuB  Ae  tJnitad  States. 

Bt  it  enacted,  fe.,  That  the  fli 

Treasnrr  be,  and  he  hereby  ii  em 

low  inch  TesBOBable  compeDsUio*  w  tr  iti) 
deem  adequate,  fbr  the  se trices  of  etci '  <'«' 
pereon*  who  took,  noder  his  dttectii»,ii;<Mu<i 
ofaDacl,entiaed"Aaa«trDrlkettoibcruJMai 
'An  act  praviding  for  the  third  eemtorMa^ 
ration  of  the  isAabilBaCs  of  tb«  GumI  >^ 
an  nacouat  of  tba  saveral  mauftdBBf^'r 
lishmanuaod  naoafaeuras  withiaihuiKwa 
dialtioia:  Provided Aoitener,  TbUMi^*^ 
eoataiaed  ahall  auikoriza  Ihe  fiecRnrf  ^ 
Treasury  to  expend, out  of  the iai '^]*^ 
proptiaiad  for  taking  the  enatteaM*  *  *  j^ 
UbUanla  of  the  United  States,  aHatKBBir 
thirty  thouaand  dollars. 

AppioTad,  March  3,  Ifill. 

AaAetia  edditfon  lo  the  actio  m^jjl^f 
OBI  and  mskiag  a  road  fron  CeHkeMe 
BkU  of  KwylaBd,  to  the  fitat*  oflDib 
Btiteiiacted,4c^  Th«iiaiddiii«B»fc»«; 
pended  baUnee  of  the  en  heWirfm  iff«f^ 
led  for  lay ing  ont and  makiag  tMifm'^ 
bertand.io  tbe  Btatoof  HarybBi,teih»1JJ 
Ohio,  the  earn  of  flQy  thoBstad  Wtoi  Ij  "| 
the  same  is  bereby  apwopriaie^w*'^'" 
of  aoymoney  in  tb«  Tteaiary not o*""" J" 
propriated,  and  to  ba  expended  ai4u  <y  ^ 
lion  of  the  Preadeatof  iheOoiwtfiWJ'^V 
ing  said  road  between  Cumberijmf.i' ''"Jr' 
Mar<rland,and  Brow nsri lie, io  't*8i««?''^ 
sylvania.eommenaingatGnnbnlui;'^^ 
of  fifty  ihoosand  dolUrs  skill  be  MJ**L'!li, 
thefand  reeerred  for  laying  oet**!,"^!^ 
lo  the  Bute  of  Ohio,  by  Tifto*  "Jlk^ 
section  of  an  eet  passed  on  the  '**7'„V 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hoadN^  T^l^ 
tilled  "An  eei  lo  enable  iher^*^f,^ 
iirmioo  of  ihe  Territory  Mort***^^  ^zL. 
Ohio,  to  form  a  constitHtioB  m  °Ttz.  m 
ment,  aad  for  the  admiMonof  ^i^ 
the  Union,  on  an  eqatl  fooling  wiih**'^ 
BtBim,  and  for  other  p«naMs." 
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AHVNDIX. 

PuNie  Acta  i^'  Omtntf. 


l^t 


Bma.  3L  Ami  ht  itJiiHktr  emulml,  Tint  t^ 
Prekidwl  of  ih«  Unitwl  Btawt^  kod  b«  a^tthj 
aathorJHd  and  empowwtd  to  parmit  lacb  liori- 
tttioDa  from  jbc  ooaiMi  run  mM  ealablitbed  hj 
the  eoiDiniMiiM«n  oadcr  tb«  aotboTiir  of  "An 


Aet  to  KgnUte  the  Urinir  oat  ud  mckiiig  ■  rotd 
from  CanbetUnd  ■■  tboSUM  of  Mctyland,  to  the 
Suiw  of  Obio,"M  in  hie  opinion  ihaU  be  deemed 


expedient:  Prasidedf  Tbit  no  derinlion  ahiU 
be  lamde  ftom  the  pnneipel  poinie  eelnbUchcd  on 
■aid  rottd  beHreen  Cumbertud  end  BrowMTitlc 
AppiOTcd,  Much  3, 1811. 

An  Act  pnTrtdlKB  fct  ttM&al  adjtutBmt  of  daiini  lo 
Unds,  uid  for  the  Mie  of  the  pablk  landi  in  Oa  T«r- 
liMriei  ef  Orlnai  md  LoaiuMie,  wd  t>  repael  tba 
act  pe«ad  for  the  mm  peipwi,  uid  innnNl  Feb- 
rauy  aiilceiilb,  oae  theoMnd  eight  nnndied  end 

Be  it  tnaOtd,  ^,  Thet  the  follovia;  allaw- 
aBo«e  Boil  eomiieiuftiioM  ahaU  be  made  to  the  10- 
Ter^  officen  ttppoiwed  far  iheparpoM<rf  uen- 
tniniag  the  ri^ti  tf  penoMdaimingbodainthe 
Terrilcwiee  orOrieue  sod  Lmiiainaa ;  wUeb  %\- 
iownacM  aod  oompentetioB*  efaall  be  in  fall  for 
ail  liieir  KTTiaei,  incladiof  thoee  tendeied  snee 
tbeir  edaria  reipeetivel^  cenwd ;  that  ia  M  n* : 
To  enob  of  (ha  comniMionen,  aid  to  «iah-  of  the 
«leike  of  the  boardi,  Silf  aeote  for  onck  ehtliD,' 
dnlT  filed  ucordiitg  10 law,  whteb-ianaiMd  ■■• 
doeided  on  the  Int  dar  of  ialf,  on«  thomnd 
•ight  h«mdred  wd  nine,  nod  on  wnieh  a  deeieion 
hw  beok  made  eabeaqoeat  to  that  da]r,or.abaU 
ketcafter  be  made,  whelhn  aDch  deeieimi  beiti 
favDi  of,  or  ^aiDrt  the  elaia :  whi«h  aUowaace 
of  fifty  MRU  ritall  be  paid  al  the  Treavui?  of  the 
Vnitcd  Statea,  ftom  Uaie  to  time,  and  oa  receipt 
of  (be  tianieripte  of  the  deeieioae  mad  of  tlte  le- 
potte  of  elaime  not  finally  eoDftriiwd,ae  the  ttaw 
maf  be  transmitted  br  ue  boaida  lespMtiTclv,  to 
tlie  Seereiarr  of  the  THOior r^  toaordiDg  to  lav. 
'  To  each  of  theaaid  eommiBaiooera  and-eleika  a 
'  further  allowance  <d  fire  httodred  deUan,  to  be, 
paid  after  the  eomplcijmt  of  the  btwiocMot  eaob 
of  the  board*,  reapeclirely,  to  the  offieere  then  in 
office.  And  to  eaeh  of  tbe  truaiaton,  at  the  rate 
of  lix  hMtdrad  dollaK  a  year,  aitd  not  to  exceed 
in  the  whole  fer  each  theterm  of  eighteen  montbe: 
j'nmdtd  aimay,  That  the  aboi-eBaeQiiontd  al- 
lowance of  fifty  eeitufor  each  claim  decided  npoD, 
(hall  Dot  be  made  to  any  of  the  commtMioMfe 
who  may  be  absent  at  the  time  of  each  deeiaieai ; 
'  '       hto  beeertifiedbyibeelei^ 


K 


heretofbre  employed  by  the  Seciaiaijr  of  the 
■nry  for  any  oeriod  of  (im^  uibeequeDt  to  lae 
tine  when  aneli  agent  ceaeed  to  aet,  or  whan  the 
bfiard  ceeaed  to  reeeire  evideooc. 

Sao.  S.  JiKf  be  it  fitHher  tmfUd,  That  the 
two  piineipal  depatr  aiMreyon  of  the  Tenbory 
of  Otleaa*  (kail,  and  ihcjr  are  berc^  authoriied, 
in  lUTTeyiag  and  diridiog  each  M  ihe  pablic 
lauds  in  the  laid  TKiitory,  which  are  or  may  be 
authorized  to  ta«  curv^ed  and  dirided,  aa  are  ad-! 
iuent  to  aajr  ri*et,.lak^aNak,bafo«j.or  watar 


ooune,  lo  my  the  mode  keratofbra  preearibed'by 
law,  to  /ar  *■  reiaie*  to  the  eenteota  of  the  traetl, 
and  to  the  aa^a*  Md  boKodarr  lines,  and  to  lay 
ow  the  Mme  tatp  tiacle,  aa  &r  as  praeiieable^  of 
fifty-eight  polea  id  front  and  foot  faaadred  aad 
atxiy-five  polei  in  depth,  of  Mieh  shape,  aad  bowtd- 
ed  Iry  each  ItMc  as  tae  natare  of  the  aoaaVy  will 
render  praeticable,  aod  moat  conreDieat:  Ao- 
vided  Aoipner,  That  saohderiaiiooafTOaiheat- 
dj|nary  rnqde  of  larreying  ehall  be«ade  with  dw 
approliaiion  pf,  aad  in  eonforaaity  wbh  the  geae- 
lal  ioatniotioM  which  mavbegirentothaicfieet, 
by  ihe  gurTayar  of  ibe  pablie  laode  eattth'  af  the 
State  of  Teancewe. 

Sw.  3.  And  be  it  fitrHter  enacted;  That,  for 
the  dispoMlofihe  lands  of  the  Uaited  Btaiet  ly- 
ing in  the  eaatem  land  diatriet  of  the  T'«rritwy  of 
Orieaae,  a  land  oaion  ahaU  be  eatabliahad  at  Haw 
Oileani;  aikd  that  ferihe  diapoaal  of  the  landa  of 
the  United  State*  lyiag  (oaib  ef  Red  rieerf  in 
the  weiiera  land  diatriet  of  the  Territory  of  Or- 
leaiu,  a  land  effiee  aball  be  eetaUiehed  at  Opdon- 
•■B ;  and  that  for  the  dbpoaal  of  the  lands  ef  the 
United  Slalei  lying  north  of  Red  rirar  in  the 
waktern  land  diatriet  of  the  Territory  of  Otleaaa, 
a  land  office  ahall  be  ettaUished,  wbioh  ahall  he 
kept  at  aneh  pleae  as  the  Pieetdaal  of  the  UaiMd 
Biatea  may  direet.  The  registar  of  the  western 
laad<U*irtetof  the  Territory  of  Orlaaaa  aball  eat 
aa  regiater  ef  the  lasd  office  of  Opaletwaa,  aad  aa 
one  of  the  coamiaaioaera  for  aeoenaining  the 
righta  of  pereoiM  claiming  landa  ia  any  part  af 
the  laid  waatem  land  diatriet.  And  fm  the  land 
(fioe  north  of  the  Red  tinr,a  ra^Mer,  and  A> 
<aoh  ef  the  said  three  offieae  a  reecirar  of  pahlio 
iDoaey*  ahall  be  appoialod,  wiw^all  give  sea^fi- 
ly  in  the  aame  manner,  in  the  aame  aemi,  aad 
whose  compeaaiifna,  emolnmants,  datias,  and 
anihority,  diaU  in  every  respect  be  the  same,  in 
relatioa  to  the  landa  which  ahall  be  diapoaed  of  at 
th«r  offices,  a*  are  01  may  be  provided  by  law,  in 
relation  to  the  regtMsra  nod  teeeirers  of  public 
moiKy*  in  the  aereral  efficea  establishad  fer  Ihe 
disposal  of  the  lands  of  ibe  Unied  Slates  in  the 
TerrilMy  ef  MissiiaippL 

Sao.  i.  And  be  it  Jwther  mtultd,  That  the 
powers  Totted  in  the  President  of  the  Unitad 
Biatea  by  the  elcrentb-teetion  of  the  aot,  entitled 
"  An  act  sapplemoitarr  to  an  act,  entitled  '  Aa 
act  for  aaeertaiaittg  nnd  adjnaiing  (be  litlei  aiul 
claims  to  land  wittitn  the  Territory  of  Oiieans, 
aad  the  District  of  Looiaiana,"  paSaed  on  the 
tweatyfirst  day  of  Apdl,  one  thoosand  eight  hun- 
dred and  so,  in  lektion  to  the  pahlic  lands,  ^lag 
ID  the  western  district  of  the  Terniorr  of  Orleans, 
and  all  the  othw  prorisioas  made  by  the  eane 
vetion,  fi>r  ihe  sate  of  said  landa,  aad  for  obtain 
iagpalwt*  for  the  aame,  shall  b*,aad  the  mine 

lie  kads  lying  ii 
ritory  of  Orlenna. 

fino.  &  AMdbeitJitrlhermtUd,  That  every 
pecson  who,  either  by^iteeof  aFranehorSpn^ 
tahfiraat  recognised  by  the  lawa  of  the  United 
Btaiea,  m  under  a  claim  eanfimed  by  the  com- 
.nisaioaar*  appoiatod  forthaparpeBeafasoailMtt- 
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ili(  ibertgfati  of  pCTBtins  daiminfr  lananin  iIm 
Tnriiory  of  OriesD*,  omas  a  met  of  laod  border- 
ing 00  any  rirer,  creik,  bfiyou,  or  water  courM, 
in  ihe  mnI  Territory,  and  not  ezc«ediDg>  in  deptj) 
fortr  arp«ni,  Fiencn  meaBU^e,  *hall  be  entitled  lo 
ft  pTefereBce  in  becoming  the  purcfauer  of  an^ 
raeiDt  tract  of  land  adjacent  i(^  and  baekof  ^m 
own  tract,  net  exceeding  forty  arpens,  French 
meaiure,  In  depth,  nor  in  quantiiy  of  Urtd  that 
wfaich  ia  coniBioad  in  bis  own  traci,  at  the  Ktme 
price,  and  on  the  i«me  terms  and  cuDditioiiB,  u 
are,  or  may  be,  provided  by  law  for  Ihe  other  pub- 
lic land)  in  the  Mid  Territory.  And  the  princi- 
pal deputy  surveyor  of  each  di&triec  respectively 
(hall  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  under  the 
•uperintendence  of  the  sarveyor  of  the  pnbtic 
landi  south  of  the  State  of  Tennenee,  toeause  to 
be  surveyed  the  tracts  claimed  by  virtue  of  this 
uelion  ;  and  in  all  cases  where  by  reatea  of  bends 
in  the  river,  lake,  creek,  bayou,  or  water  course, 
bordering  on  the  tract,  and  of  adjacent  claims  of 
■  aitnilar  nature,  eaeh  claimant  cannot  obtain  s 
tract  equal  in  i^uantity  lo  the  adjacent  tract  alrea- 
dv  owned  by  him,  to  divide  the  vscaot  land  ap- 
plicable to  that  object  txlween  the  several  claim- 
ants, in  such  manner  a*  lo  him  may  appear  most 
equitable:  Providtd  however,  That  Ihe  right  of 
pre-emption  granted  by  this  section  shall  not  ez- 
icod  M>  far  in  depth,  as  to  include  hmda  fit  for  cul- 
tivation, bordering  on  Mioiher  river,  creek,  bayou, 
or  «Bter  coarae.  And  everv  person  entitled  to 
ihebeneftt  of  this  section  shall,  within  threeyears 
after  the  date  of  Ibi*  act,  deliver  to  the  register  of 
the  proper  land  office,  a  notice  in  writing,  staling 
the  aituation  and  eiEent  of  (he  tract  of  land  be 
wiihei  lo  purchase,  and  shall  also  make  the  pay- 
ment and  paymeiits  for  the  same,  at  the  time  and 
times,  which  are,  or  may  be,  preicribed  by  Itiw 
for  the  disposal  of  ihe  otber  public  lands  in  the 
wid  Territory ;  the  time  of  his  delivering  the  no- 
lie'e  aforesaid  being  considered  as  the  dale  of  tbe 

SUTchase.  And  if  any  such  person  aball  fail  to 
gliver  such  notice  within  the  said  period  of  lbre« 
years,  or  to  make  such  payment  or  pajmenis  at 
tbe  time  Bbovemention^j  his  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion shall  eease  and  become  void ;  and  tbe  land 
may  ihereafier  be  purchased  br  any  other  person 
in  the  same  maonerj  and  on  the  same  terras,  as 
are  or  nnr  be  provided  by  law  for  the  Hie  of. 
oibcr  public  lands  in  the  said  Territory. 

Sxc  6.  And  be  U  JvrlTter  enacted,  That  the 
land  offieca  establishnl  by  virioe.of  the  third  see- 
lion  nf  thiaaet,  shall  be  opened  on  tbe  first  day 
of  Janwry,  one  thoarand  eight  hundred  and 
twelve,  for  the  sale  of  sU  the  public  lands,  with 
the  exception  of  section  number  sixteen,  of  ihe 
sail  lpringit,.aDd  land  eeatiguoui  thereto,  and  ef 
tba  tracts  leaerred  for  the  support  of  seminaries 
«f  learning  as  herelaafier  provided,  which  shall 
hare  beca  pieiioiisly  anrreyed,  and  the  surveys 
tbereof  returned  locerding  to  law  to  the  tegfuers 
of  tbe  land  office*  retpaeuvely;  dud  on  tbe  first 
day  of  Pebniary,  one  ihoasandeiebt  hundred  and 
twelve,  for  tha  sale  af  aneh  of  tbe  publia  lands, 
vbfcb  ftoitt  tba  nature  of  tha  Goanirjr  muboi  be 
■aBrrayad  in  tba  ordinary  war,  an4  are  embtaaad 


by  the  pro  vial  oba  of  thesteoalntitagf:^ 
assbatl  have,  at'  Iraat  six  wttbpnvm 
said  first  day  of  Pebmary,  oatiksnaii'- 
buodred  and  twelve,  been  advertial  fri- 
ibe  surveyor  of  the  puMielaadisoaikrfa!] 
of  Tenneisee,  wiib  the  approbaiioac^v^ 
dent  of  tbe  United  States.  The  p«U>H 
the  lafid  sub-divided  into  qosrlrr  snoa  ;y 
ordinary  way,  shall  be  held  for  M(*c 
month,  under  the  saperioieni^ean  of  a-" 
and  receiver  of  each  land  office  le^MiR . 
of  either  the  surveyor  of  paUie  luka. 
Tennessee,  or  of  his  principal  depnij nr 
the  district,  ivho  shall  each  teeriTeHite. 
each  day's  aitendaoce  oo  ibettneiu^v. . 
of  laod  shall  be  sold  at  said  pnUic  aioidr  { 

ErJce  than  thai  which  is  or  msr  t>epNc».  < 
iw.  for  the  sale  ofpublio  laad'i  io  iki-4  j 
pi  Territory.   And  from  and  sftfribtfes  I 
February,  one  thousand  eight  haBdtdHi'V.  i 
any  tract  which  has  been  ihusoAtt^faaj 
public  sale,  and  remains  nnsolltt  nlfr 
iraQi  of  land  embraced  by  lb*  poria"-: 
second  section  of  this  act,  the  mlt  dv; 
auihoriied  by  thia  section,  may  le  ii^  ■ 
private  tale  by  (he  register  of  [bt  bail*' 
the  same  price  which  la  or  may  bijKn'-' 
law,  for  the  sale  of  public  lawn  islklfc' 
|H  Territory.    All  tne  lands  sold  ky  tii*'- 
seciioB,  shall  in  every  other  re^tctkdlO'' 
sane  terms  of  payment,  and  eooifinaii* 
same  manner,  and  nnder  the  sane  ntilv^ 
are,  or  may  be,  prescribed  by  livhr**' 
puUio  lands  ia  the  Hississippi  Teia<  r^ 
vided,  hmever,  That  in  ease  ofsnipiba* 
iag  made  at  the  same  time,  for  ilicF"" 
private  sale  of  the  same  trad  of  luiii"" 
more  persons,  one  of  whom  did  aeia'^'^ 
and  cultivate  such   iraei  of  land  stitia'i 
pawing  thiaaet,  and  still contiiaMiti^* 
eollivale  the  tame  at  the  lime  ^'"^^ 
tion,  the  prefemiee  shall  be  |iv«a  w  "F" 
thus  infaabilingand  c nlliva ling  sock  n^^ 
AMdfnvided  alto,  That  till  afl«rtb|»M* 
sion  of  Congress  thareop,  DO  irtcldtw^ 
ofi'eied  for  saU,  the  claim  to  *'>'^_^,t 
dne  time,  and  ancording  to  '■'<f*'^^ 
register  of  the  laod  office,  and  *W  ■*•* 
for  Iha  purpose  of  being  inv««tigt<«j''    ' 
missfoners  appointed  for  tbe  f^f^rfTl ' 
iug  the  righia  of  persous  claianig  ^^  ' 
Territory  of  Orleans  J  or  whiektW**' 
located  by  or  for  Major-Geaefal  WP 
eordingtcliw.  ^j  tkj* 

Sac,  7.  AndbeitfitrtMereKd^Jri^  I 
dition  to  the  township  already  ^P^-fe  I 
purpose  by  law  in  the  western  Ji**?  ugi  ' 
ritory  of  Orleans,  and  wbiei  '"'1,,^ 
sooth  of  Red  river,  another  «"*" 'Ti.V- 
be  located  by  tb«iBecreiaryoftt>«7'"^j^  ' 
of  Red  river,  for  (he  use  of  a  "•■"^m? 
iD|g,iaBd  also  an  eollre  township  i'*^. 
of  Louiaiana,  for  the  support  rf  ■  ""^ 
learning  within  the  said  TerrilorT-  .  -.n 
Sbo.  6.  And  bt  it  fiiriker  "^j^ 
SarTeywOnaral  shall  an*  »«*''^'^ 
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laods  in  tbe  Terriiorf  of  LaniiiiDi,  as  the  I^eai- 
den  t  of  ihe  United  Slate*  shall  clireci,  to  be  sur- 
Teyed  and  diTtded  in  tbe  same  manner  aacl  aodet 
the  SKme  regulations  and  limitation  as  toexpenMi, 
as  is  provided  by  law  in  relaiion  to  the  landa  of 
the  Uniied  States  norihwesi  of  the  ri»«r  01ii< 
and  abore  the  raouth  of  Kentucky  river. 

Sec.  9.  Andbeitfurtherenaelfid,TbM,(t>rtbe 
disporal  of  the  lands  of  the  Uoited  Siatn  Ifing 
in  the  Territory  of  Louiaiana,  a  land  office  shall 
be  established,  frbich  shall  be  kept  at  lach  pla' 
as  the  President  of  ijje  United  Stales  majr  diree  , 
and  a  register  and  reeeiTerof  puUic  mbneys shall 
be  appointed  for  said  office,  wlio  shall  give  secnr- 
ily  in  the  same  manner,  in  Ihe  same  sotns,  and 
whose  campeasalions,  emoluments,  dnlies  and 
anthority,  shall  in  every  respeet  be  the  same,  in 
relation  to  the  lands  which  snail  be  disposed  ofat 
their  office,  as  are  or  may  be  provided  for  by  law 
in  relalion  to  the  register  ana  receiver  of  pablie 
moaeya  ia  the  sereral  offices  established  for  the 
disposal  of  the  lands  of  Ihe  Uoited  Btates  nttrtb- 
wesi  of  the  river  Ohio,  ai^d  above  the  monih  of 
Kentneky  river. 

Sbc.  10.  Andieafyrlher  macted.  That  the 
President  of  Ihe  Uailed  States  be  and  he  is  hereby 
antborized,  whenever  he.  shall  think  proi^,  to 
direct  so  much  of  the  public  lands  lying  in  the 
TerriiDry  of  Louisiana,  as  shall  have^been  sar- 
vejed  in  conformity  with  tbe  eighth  section  of 
this  act,  to.be  offered  for  sale.  All  such  labds 
shall,  with  the  exception  of  the  section  "  number 
sixteen,"  xbich  shall  be  reserved  in  each  town- 
ship for  the  support  of  schools  within  the  same, 
'  with  the  exception  also  of  a  tract  reserved  foe  ibe 
I  support  of  a  seminary  of  learning,  as  provided  for 
.  by  the  seventh  section  of  this  act,  and  with  the 
eieeption  also  of  tbe  salt  springs  and  lead  mines, 
and  land  contigDons  thereto,  which,  by  the  di- 
rection of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  may 
be  reserved  for  the  fulnre  disposal  of  the  said 
^  Staiet,  shall  be  offered  for  sale  to  the  highest  bid- 
der, under  the  direction  of  tbe  register  of  ihe 
'  land  office  and  tbe  receiver  of  public  moneys  ind 
of  the  principal  deputy  sDrreyor,  and  on  such  day 
'  or  days  as  shall,  by  public  proclamattDo  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  be  designated  for 
that  purpose.  The  sale  shall  remain  open  for 
three  weeks,  and  no  longer.  The  lands  snail  be 
sold  for  a  price  not  less  than  that  which  has  beta 
or  may  be  fixed  by  law  for  the  public  lauds  north- 
west of  the  river  Ohio,  and  above  the  mouth  of 
Kentucky  river.  And  shall  in  every  other  respect 
be  sold  ia  tracts  of  the  sadie  size,  on  Ihe  same 


terms  and  conditions,  is  have  been  or  may  be  by 
law  provided  for  the  lauds  sold  ia  the  State  it 
Ohio.  The  superintend  en  Is  of  the  said  publio 
sales  shlill  each  receive  six  dollars  for  each  da^^ 
ailendance  on  the  said  sales.  All  the  lands  whioh> 
have  been  thus  offered  for  sate,  at  public  sale,  re- 
maining unsold  at  the  closing  of  the  public  sales^ 
may  be  disposed  of  at  private  sale  by,  the  te{[isier 
of  the  land  office,  for  ine  same  price  which  is  or 
may  be  prescribed  by  law  for  the  sale  of  public 
lands  ia  the  State  of  Ohio :  Prmidtd,  Atfwraov 
That,  till  after  the  decision  of  Congress  thereon, 
DO  tract  of  land  shall  be  offered  for  tale,  the  claim 
to  which  has  been  in  doe  time  and  accordiag  to 
law  presented  to  the  recorder  of  land  lilies  in  the 
district  ef  Louisiana  and  filed  in  his  office,  for  the 
purpose  of  being  investigated  by  the  Commissi OD- 
ers  appointed  for  ascertainiog  the  rights  of  per- 
sons cfsiming  lands  in  tbe  Tenitory  of  Louisiana. 
And  pateois  shall  be  obtBined  for  all  lands  sold 
in  theTerritory  of  Louisiana,  in  the  same  manner 
and  on  tbe  same  lerms  a*  is  or  may  be  provided 
by  law  for  land  sold  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Sbc.  II.  And  heU further  enacted,  That  iha 
claim  of  the  corporation  of  tbe  city  of  New  Or* 
leans,toib«commoAadJBeeDt  ibereco,aad  withia 
six  hundred  Tarda  from  the  fortifications  of  the 
same,  a*  cooormed  by  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
respecting  claims  to  lands  ia  tbe  Territories  of 
Orleans  and  Louisiaaa,"  shall  he  deemed  valid, 
although  the  relinquishment. of  the  said  corpora- 
tion to  any  claim  beyond. tbe  said  distance  of  six 
hundred  yards  was  not  made  till  after  the  expita- 
liou  of  the  period  of  six  months  prescribed  by  the 
act  last  mentioned. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  JurVier  enacted.  Thai  all 
the  navigable  rivers  and  waters  in  the  Terriloriea 
of  Orleans  and  Louisiaaa  shall  be  and  forever  re- 

ain  public  highways. 

Sbc.  13.  And  be  it fttrOier  enacted,  Thatasam 
not  exceeding  forty  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the 
same  ia  hereby  appropriated,  far  tbe  jinrpose  of 
carrying  this  act  into  effect,  #hioh  sura  aball  be 
paid  out  of  unappropriated  moneys  in  the  Trea- 

Sbc.  H.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  the 

:t  entitled  "Aa  act  providing  for  the  final  ad- 
justment of  claims  to  lands,  and  for  ibe  sale  of  the 

"ic  lands  in  the  Territories  of  Orleans  and 
siana,"  approved  February  the  sixteenth 
eighteen  tkundred  and  elerea,  be,  and  theaameia 
hereby,  repealed. 

Approred  Uateh  3, 1611. 
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TO  THE  PROCEEDmOS  AND  DEBATES  OP  THE  THIRD  SESSIOK  OP 
THE  ELRTBNTH  CONQRESS. 


Ai^Moa,  Rar.  WtlUr  D.,  abotkin  of,  h  Ck*p- 

Additiond  AMutant  PortmwlOT  GanMri,  ■  bill 
■    "  ■  ~     ntaBtathtfi  " 


SENATES. 
Pig.. 


MporMd  wia  n  aimitdnmt,  whidi  i 


Pigfc 


Buk  of  Alaiwidib,  Mr.  Braot  pncMtad  tha 
^•tilioa  of  ^   Pranduit,  ftc,  of  tk>, 
SnjiBg  o  cbntor,  tcjaned  to  ■  coiniqtttM      43 
a  nil  frmn  tha  Bouio  of  B^r«nnuUTBi 
imUiiiff  B  chartor  to  th«,  nad,  &c.        -     111 


AdmbtiMntiMi,  ToootnUena  of  Dm  Logidatnra  of 


Iba,  In  Ntaid  lo  onr  Smigii  Tctattatu 
AndetMD,  Joac^  of  TanneMoa,  attanded 

rem»Tk*or,oD  Mr.Ctay'anaohttioiiaii  die 

nbjaet  of  Mr.  Piekeritig'i  vtolatiMi  of 

order     -        -        .        -        .        .  74,  TB,  80 
on  raohartniBf  Ibo   Bonk  of  tlw  0niUd 

SUia. ISl,  188 

Aimn^,  Ooorgia,  A.Co.,  ■  M  titm  &e  Hoom 

of  RapnaanlotiTC*  fcr  ralief  of,  read,  fto.       S7 
nod  a  aooond  tfano,  and  nfcmd  to  a  mu- 

ntttM 

paaaai)  to  a  Wrd  iiMiliiig   -        •        .        . 

nad  a  fliM  UaM,  and  paaaad     -        .        . 

Aadnte,  Pttor,  a  bm  ftosi  lb*  Hooao  of  Itepi*. 

aantatlvMfbrtlia  rriiaf  of;  nad,  *o.        . 


Tuprted  wilfaoat  anotfdMoM  •  .  .  ] 
OTderad  to  a  third  MadioK  -        -        .    ] 

read  Iha  Uiird  tfane,  and  paaad  •  ■  -  ] 
Anatfn,  >feao%  ud  lobn  R.  JoMa,  MA-BtaAoy 

DTMMitad  Dm  petition  oC  prajing' an  act  of 

beotpMatloB  Ibr  Aa  B 


._.      Coaipa 

Hiq4and,  pnaaatad  I]  . 

^a^K   that  the    Bank  of  tha  United 


B«nkofthatJnitadStatsi,Mr.  LaApreaantod  a 
moBtefial  of  tba  atoefchaJden,  Ac,  (^  tho, 
prying  a  nnowal  ot  tbtnm,  mad  and 


Mr.  L.al8a 


-Chanber  of 


petltieD  of  the  PUI- 


OD^eot,  ToAnod  to  tho  ai  _ 
B  maimrial  of  the  Bvik  of  HMr  f  oifc,  pnr. 

inglha«aiM,Mlbrradaaab«Te       -        -      18 
a  Momoriri  of  M.  Qarkaon,  and  nunerooa 

aignert,  of  the  aamo  tenor,  referred  a* 

aboTo    -  •        •  -      80 

•  bill  to  anund  and  oootinaa  in  (me  an  act 

M  bMoininte  the,  nad,  dw.  -  -  m 

corm^ondenco  of  the  Aalmmi  of  theeom* 

niltea  on  the  pettlion  of  the,  with  the 

8ecMta>7  of  Ike  Tnaauij  on  tha  mif 
.  joct,  reportad  with  the  bUI      >        -        -     ISl 
bill  re«d  B  Woond  tba       -        -        -        •    IMI 
dabatad  -    133,  IGS,  17fi^  SOB,  SW,  884,  SM 

the  flnt  aaotion  of  the  biU  itrack  out  -    347 

«  bill  indefimtdy  poMponod     -        .    847 


•nd  Um  bdl  wdefinrnty  poi 
Un  Saith,  of  Maryland,  | 


to  inoetpbnle  Iho  -  ... 

bfflnad.iK.    ...... 

nad  a  aoMBd  tOM.  and  nftmd  to  a  «»• 


indofiniwlj  poa^MNMd 
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Senate  Proceedimgt  tatd  IMtatm. 


k  of  th*  (Jnilad  StmtM— continued.  Pafa. 

•  mnDohal  of  the  Preodent,  Ac,  of  tbe, 
pnjing  *adl  an  •lUmion  of  thi  char- 
l«T  •■  maj  enable  tJia  bank  (o  aattle  iti 
Bcconnta,  Teferred  to  •  cotnmiCtM   -        -    3(3 
nport  ef  tbe  aauJ  conlmittM  that  auch 

Ml 


ik  of  Waahinglon,  Mr.  Breot  preaentei]  tha 
prtitioil  of  the  PreaideBt,  Ac,  of  tlw, 
pni7in(  acbartaT,r«&rT«d  toaaetocti 


aad,&c 


a  bill  la  iacotporate  the, 

iMd  a  Mcand  time    - 

Mdered  to  a  third  Toadiii 

read  the  third  lime,  and  , 

relnmed  from  the  House  of  RepreaeBtati*** 

with  unendment*  - 
which  were  ooaeurred 


aactidaoftbeact  to 
the,  read,  dec. 


of  the  United  Butea  againat 


eeeond  reading  naimed     ■        ~        -        . 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     ■        -        . 
Bajarid,  Jamea  A.,  of  Delaware,  attended 

credenliila  of  the  re-election  of,  tbraii  jetn 

from  Sd  March  next,  imlared  la  be  Itled  • 

BmH,  Col.  Willieai  Dent,  •  biU  from  the  HoMe 

of   Kepreeentatiiet    tar    rnliaf  of,    read 

-'-''-■  '7  ^aimonti  .      .  am 

u  read,  rtatiu  that 
»  Praaidn 
Onion  Bank  of  Oeorgetown,  i 


Bioren,  Jolin,and«thef>,Mr.  Leib preeentad  the 


(SeeLotea.) 

Honda  lor  Dutie*,  Mr.  Leib  aabmlttcd  a  raaola- 

tion  that  ■  oamBittea  be  appointed  to  iif 

qnin  ialo  the  expedienn  of  the  dapoaite 

of,  in  other  hanka  than  thatoftbeUnitad 


At  reeolnlian  wu  agreed  to,  and  a 


teeapMu 
witted  a 


BoTla,  CbM>,  Mr.  Oren  > 

that,  maj  have  poaaeaaion  of  Oe  portraUi 
of  the  laM  Kiof  and  Qaeen  of  Franee,  oB 
'o  retam  them  when  eallad 


AaiMdnlion  notaliTed    - 
•An,  Stamen  R.,  of  Termont,  atlei 
«t,  Riefaard,  of  Virginia,  attended 

apeoeh  of,  on  the  bill  to 
of  the  United  Statca 


'B,  Hoaea,  ami  otbara,  Mr.  Uojd  fntulii 
the  petition  oi;  on  the  taiJKt  of  di  U 
lo  eatabliah  llghb-hauea,li«ocMi,4t,i»' 
fetiad,  with  the  bill,  te  ■  aelaet  MMM  H 

aeaa,ra  motion  of  Mr.  flihimi.  iiiaairiii 


and  brtj-eecond  mlea  for  0Nidartii|,a 

ths  Senate IT 

B;ibe,  MiMea,  Mt.  Campbell  pn«BteiIik|rf- 
tion  of,  praying  the  priTilag*  U  pir^ 
ing  a  certain  tract  of  land  -     <  I'i 

C. 

Campbell,  Thomas,  a  RemlutiotiuT  aSat.Va. 
Gragg  preaented  the  patitien  at,  pi]a| 
relief,  Ac.,  referred  to  a  adad  SDMBba  II 
a  Inll  fornllef  of,  read,  dec       -  -  !l 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  ordeied  te  i  ikitJ 

read  ■  third  tine,  and  paand     -      -     ■  it 
Caoton,  Ohio,  a  biU  from  the  Hoom  of  Ri|» 
aentati«B(  to  iama*a  the  land  offin  hai 


referred  (e  a  (elect  o. 

reported  witlianendmeBI*,«hichw(RmJ  I" 
unendmenia  agiaed  u 


a  third  li 


»,  utdpaaatdHMnU  - 


withM 

greement  to  the  other  ai 
tlia  Senate  recedMl     .        .       -     - 
Cape  Eliiabetb,  a  bill  to  erect  a  oriuw  dM 
on,  and  for  other  pnipoeca,  lavl,  it' 


BcciBU  wuu  uiQ  jorcguingj     - 
Carawdl,  Samoal,  and  others  apetilim<(™'    ^ 
red  to  a  aelect  committee       .     -     -    *' 
CensBB,  a  M«Mge  fmn  the  PrandM  •(  >> 
United  Statea  with  a  rtptttfam  iti  » 
ietai7  of  Slate  reluing  to  drfacM  ■ 
tbe  tetnrna  of  the  ihiiii,  niemi  l»»» 


a  bill  U  extend  the  tine  lor  '^t''^^  , 
ntnnu,  dec,  read  three  tim«,taip<>^ 
Certificates,  ciadite,  dec,  a  biU  to utbnnW- 
mint  of  certain,  read  a  fintW  '^ 


m 


reoommitted  to  a  aelect  comti 
a  new  bill  renrtad,  awl  md     -  '  |" 

read  a  aecond  time    -        '      '      '        s) 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaed    - 
CbaupUn,  Chriatepbar  O.,  af  KlMdi  Um''*'   m 
tended  -        -        -        -       ■      "     ' 
remmk*  of,  on  Mr.  Claj'a  rWilHiap.  •■  *|    ^ 
Ti<datisn  of  order  -        -  '    ." 

(Si^ilaina,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Mtijluui,  ^^     „ 
the  naual  resdntiea  fm  *Pf°^'r!^  u 
agreed  to,  and  inlbmulitni  Iba**  '^        ^j 
the  Hooaa  of  Repraaentalini      '   ^' 
Ckaaapedw  and  Deiawai*  Canal  Ciif»T<"'    . 
Horaar  gm  Mko  irf  aWkii'l^ 
aUIIteaiAMiialhaaaleH'fn'^"""    jj 
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raportad  vilboot  ftmemliiaDt     •        ■        -      si 
tndcrvd  M  •  Ikird  rMding  -    '    -        •        -      113 
rMkd  »  thiril  tima,  Biul  puied      -        -        -       94 
ClarkooD,  M^  and  <dhet*,  a  ptliUon  eS,  pnjbr  a 
renvwal  of  tha  cbarlei  of  tha  Bank  ef  lh« 
.     United  Sutsi         .....      8B 
CtB7,  Henry,   of  Kentacky,  attended        -        .       19 
apMeh  of,  on  oeaupttiini  «T  Weit  Florida  -       56 
remark!  ei,  Nt  hi*  raaolatlaD,  reUllDg  to  Mr. 

Piekehng'a  Eolation  of  ordar  -        .  87,  73, 80 
■peeeb  of,  OD  the  bill  to  reeharter  tHe  Bank 

of  the  Oniled  autm 309 

Coaat  Snrrari  on  mo^n  of  Mr.  Dana,  a  commit, 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  pro- 
—  ex«e«tion  of  the  act  relatiiiB 
w  a  -  -  -  ■  •  -  -  -  37 
CoUeetion  Diatrict,  on  motion  of  Mr.  ^niief,  % 
oommtttae  wai  appointed  to  inquire  Into 
the  expediency  of  eaUbliahing  a  netr,oil 
the  n(Hthem  boondariei  ef  tha  United 
Slate*    .        -        '       -.        -  -     13S 

Collection  of  Dntiea,  Mr.  emtth.  of  Maryland,     , 
gave  notice  of  a  bill  to  repeal  the  thiid 
■ection  of  the  act  anpptementary  to  the 
act  to  eatabliih  the  compengBtion  of  offi- 
cer* employed  in  th(r 
a  bill  to  thai  efiect  read,  &e. 
read  a  aecood  lime,  and  raftrred  to 


3U 


indefinitely  poatpoaed 

a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  ihaTreaiuTy, 
with  attatemenloftlie  emolumentaof  the 
oiliceisemployed  in  the,  fortheyeay  IBIO, 

laid  on  the  table 8S9 

CoUeetora  of  Norfulk,  Balliraore,  and  Philadel- 

^ia».  (Sue  Snuih,  Larkirt.) 
Colnmlna  Inanrance   Company,   Mr.  SmiA,  of 
New  ^Tock,  pretenleJ  a  metaorial  of  the, 
praying  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  BtalM     - 
may  be  recharteted,  referred  to  the  Bank 
Committee    -        -        -        -        -.        -     118 
ConuOerdal  Abniei,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell, 
ao   mnch  of  the  Preatdem'a  Meaiage  a* 
ndate*  to,  waa  referred  to  a  aelect 


Commereiat  Interconiae,  a  bill  from  the  Hodm  of 
Repreaenlaliiea  anppiennntaiy  to  tbe  act 
oonomitng,  read    .       .        .       .        - 

read  a  MMSond  time    - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 


17 


SU 


and  paa*ed 861 

ConpeiwatloB,  a  bill  ftoin  the  Hoom  of  Repn- 
■entathree  allowing  •  teafonable,  to  the 
pMaoni  employed  In  taking  an  aoconnt  of 
the  mamfactaring  eitabliihment*  of  the 
United  Stale*,  i«m1        ....    see 
read  a  aeeond  and  third  time,  and  inraad    -    387 
CoDdit,  John,  of  Nat*  Jersey,  attended  M 
(tedentiaIaof,lbr  ui  yean,  lh>m  Sdof  Mardi 
neit,  ordered  lo  be  filed  .        -        -        .    S08 
CMigrei*,  a  bill  to  fli  the  lime  li»T  the  nnt  meet- 
ing of,  Mad 35& 

poetponad  indefinitely        -        .        ~        -    3S8 
Conatitation,  a  reeolQtion  of  the  Legiilatnre  of 
Ohio,  utproTing  the  amendment  to  Ihe, 
in  rdatwu  to  title*  of  notulily,  tranunlt- 
ImI  to  the  Secrf  taiy  of  Btale  -  .     133 

of  theUaWofKentackytallwNmaaflbet    319 


Conanla  and  Vice^Cannilai  a  bill  &om  tin  Houa* 

of  ReprraeotatiTc*  concerning,  tead,  Ike. 

read  a  aec«iid  time,  and  referred  to  ■  com- 

mittee -.        -     : 

reported  without  ammdment,  and  otdered 

to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        r 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  •        •    J 

C6nliDg«nt  Fond,  the  Preaident  of  the  Untied 

Slatea  tnmamitted  an-actoant  of  Itie 
Corcoran,  Thomu  and  othara,  Mr.  Smiih,  of 
Muylaod,  preaented  tha  palilion  of;  rnla- 
ling  to  improvenMola  in  the  channal  of 
the   Potomac  ri*er,  nfanad  to  a  atfaet 


laid   oommittiw    reported,   and   ncM  di*- 

/    charged  ■        -        -  .    ■  _        .        .  , . 

Corp*  of  Eoginena,  on  motioB  of  Mr.  amilfa,- 

of  Maryland,  *o  mneh  of  the  I^eudent'* 

He*Mga  a*  rqlate*  lo  the,  and  MiUtaiy 

Acadeihy,  was  referred  la  a  ••lect  o 


16 


.  (Bee  Bagfrttfrt.} 
Crawford,  Mr.,  tamarka  of,  on  Mr.  Clay'*  nao- 

IntioD,  raapacting  liolation  of-  order         •      79 
the  credential*  of,  far  lix  yeac*  fioni  the  Sd 

of  Manih  next, «rdaied  to  be  filed  -        -     IM 
apMcb  of,  on  tba  tnll  to  raehaitar  the  Bank 

of  the  United  State*  •     189,133,134 

ap*ash  of,i»  taply  to  the  qtpoaent*  of  mH 


biU 


Crnne*,  on  motim  of  Mr-  Crawferd,' 
tee  waa  amoiiiled  to  inqiika  ' 
pedianoy  of  pmidiog  liiillM 
of;  ooMmitted  in  tb*  Indian  tarhtoiy 

CamJadand  Road,  on  noliea  of  Mr.  Wm^hiof .  - 

a  hill  on  tha  ■nt^eel  of  the,  read  a  Grat  and 

amended,  and  ordered  to  •  third  reading 
.read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  aa  amended  - 
retmraed  from  tt)e   Houae  of  Representa- 
tive* with  amendment*,  which  were  con- 

CuUit,  Charlea,  of  New  Hampihire,  appointed  a 
Senator  in  place  of  Nahum  Parker,  pio- 
daced  hi*  oedenliaU,  and  took  bia  aeal    - 


Dana,  Samnel  W.,  appointed  by  tha   Legisla- 
tors of  Cennecdeut  a  Senator,  produced 
hi*  credential*,  and  took  hi*  aeat    •      '  -        9 
ipeeeb  of,  on  Mr.  Clay'*  reaolution  re*pecl- 
ing  liolatlon  of  order     ...         il7,  71 

Daiy,  WiUtam,  and  Son.  and  other*,  Mr.  Leib 
preaentetl  a  pclition  of,  praying  certain 
eiemptioni  from  the  pronNon*  of  the  act 
concern  ing   commercial   interconrae,  re- 


read a  teeond  time,  and  referred  to  a  com* 

reported,  and  indefinitely  poatponed  -        -    ' 

Diatrict  of  Columbia,  a  bSl  from  the  Hoaie  of 

RapreaentaliTee  lo  increaie  the  ariiriet 

of  the  Jndga*  of  the  oircnil  conit  of  the, 

read  twice      ..---• 
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certain,  free  of  poMige,  read,  tK.  - 

n>d  ■  Mcond  ud  third  tima,  tod  riwiiil    • 

E. 

■ddowi,  Balpb,  Hi.  Lub  prvMoWd  a  MMKorial 

ol^  wluch  was  lefairad  to  tha  coauBiHae 

OB  lb«  ralaliona  with  Franca  and  QiaCt 

Edgailown,  a  UU  to  pUoa  bnoj*  at  Ika  antcaaDa 

of  the  lutborot  Ae.      .... 

(Baa  CaptBMtabM.) 

EngJMata,  a  Ml  MakiBg  ftirtkar  peMidon  far 

tha  Corpa  ot  read,  Jk.  -        .        -        . 

Mad  aaaeond  tuna    -....- 

atdamd  to  m,  tbkd  raadinB  ... 

raad  a  thbd  time,  and  raefUBUllad 

raportad  irith  w 


Mconnittad 
raportad  wid 


raad  •  thiid  tiiDaaa  aaaadad,  and  2M*>d    - 

Erting,  Oacn^  W^  an  matloB  af  Mr.  PranUin, 

a  eoMiait»aa  ma  anointad  to  laqneat  Ita* 

~  itaf  tba  Ufflila4  8 


raMMiltog  a  MMrt  b«H 
.  jf  tba  Tnaamy  nanaB 
BnnBarriEaa,  Mr.  Lrib  artnfttad  a 


■anted  the  patilioa  of  du  ptaaidanl, 
of  the,  praying  >  charted,  read,  and  or- 
dered to  fie  for  CMuideiatien  • 
referrsd  to  a  lelaet  conmittpc    - 
rata  the,  read,  Ac 


s  Mil  to  inoonorata 
Nad  >  aecond  lima 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  • 
'  raad  a diird  tiiQC^  andpaMed 
Miorned  Irom   tha   Hovae  of 

tJTta  with  aaandntaata   - 

which  were  concuired  in   - 

Finaa,  penaltiaa,  &&,  a  bill  from  the  Heiue  of 

RepraaentUiTM  to  remit  certain,  md,  t^A 

indefinital;  poetponacl    ■        -        -        ■ 

"    '       "     infbrmatioa  giTan  I9,  to  the  Bank 


iH,jpir.,ui 

Commit 


Vmsiga  Coini,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maiyland,  gave 
Boiica  of  a  bUl  in  reUtioa  t»  • 

a  tall  to  aoipand  die  second  aectlon  of  Ika 
act  relating  to,  read,  dec 

read  a  aecoctd  tiou,  and  refcnad 

Mportad  wilhoat  tmandBea^  and  ordered 
U>  a  third  reading 


ratnmed  from  the 
Ihea,  with 
4aradlob«p(int*d 


culatian  o(  iea4  an^  tajwd  b(a 

the  table         -        

m  fromthaBMrife 

aaWativaa  te  eaaiplati  im,mi.k.  1 

read  leeoDd  and  tuMliMfcnJMH  i 

Foadkk,  NatlwMd  F.,  a  MU  la  dN^li 


raad  a  third  dnw,  and  pand   -    . 
Fnnea  and  Breal  Britain,  oa  sMiadl 
Oilw,  ao  anch  of  the  Praltt'.k 
■agea  as  ralatea  M  ear  iAianLa 
refonad  to  a  atteet  ceMaiiM 
FTUiUin,  Jena,  of  "North  Canbi,  ii^ 
Mr.  CbT'i  leakMt 
'  -  of  «ri«r     . 


Oalleiy  of  the  Senate,on  nMtimorMi.ai 
a  ooDimitloe  waa  amointcd  H  lifni 
the  aipedien^  of  ^Lniai  uttt* 


Oeotgatown  and  PoIoiiibc  BiidgrCiq^.> 
petition  of  die  Direebn  of  tbbi^; 
a  aalect  commtttae                .    ■   . 
■  tuU  aathorixiDg  the  dirMbn  ■' 
■tooUiolderi  for  n"'" -' 


ordered  la  a  third  readiut 
Tacommitted  to 

reputed  with  amandOMiUa    ,  '    '    j 

agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  t  tlWiaJ^- 

nad  a  third  tin*,  and  aawdMNO''  ' 

0«M(u,  a  biU  &om  die  BtoM  of  li^ 

tirei  decliring  theaaanlofCa^'^ 

auact  oftlia  Stateof,  mJ    - 

laitlee  -        -        -       '      '.'^' 
reported  witbont  ameuiatU,  w  >* , 

Oilaa,  Hr.,''^>eeeh  a^  oo  the  biU  Hk<1»* 
Bank  of  the  United  StttM    -    '  . 
cradantiala  of,  fat  ail  T«e'%^''  . 
March  next,  ordared  lo  k  iM    ' 

Qibnao,  mduriaa,  of  Mew  Hunf'kin.A'* 
dentiali  o^  fbr  ail  J<an  *™S,' 
March  next,  preaentad,  ud  "*'  -. 
be  filed         -       -      -      -,■ 

Qoodiich,  Mr,  apeeeh  o(  aa  H'-  ^' '  1 
lion  reapecting  vialattMt  of  o*'^ 

Qoid«a,  Jaaq^,  and  othm,  ».  V<H^ 
preaenlad  a  m«nwitl  sS  fJ*.  ^ 
laration  In  die  lawerditifli'l'  ■ 
referred  to  a  aeleolonawU"' 
nnMnt,a  biU  torn  thaHaw*'T)I 
atlTaa  "■»''' "t  •ifieprillii*' **  1 
pofi  ot,  for  ISIO,  read,  i^  ■  '^ 
read  a  aecond  tima^asdi*^""''*   .' 

tapacted  withotit  MaanJw*   ' 
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n  and  otheiB,  raad 


reported  with  ei 
LaafBer,  Jeeae,  a  meaeagefromtheHoaeeof  Ra- 

raneentattTM,  tbal  they  have   i^pCBirted, 

Chajdabl 

I,ea,  Kichard  Blaad,  a  motion  to  refer  (he  meme- 

rtal  af,  to  the  Beeietary  of  War,  negatived 
ijeib,Mr.,ipeediof,ontbe  biU  to  renew  flie  dkai^ 

ter  of  tbe  Bank  of  the  United  State* 
Liipkr,  Mr.,  inlbnnation  given  by,  to  flie  Bank 


Laitundoilbr,  Bogena  do,  Mr.  Bradley  preeanted 
apetittoaof;t«ferr«dtokBdeetoommitue  - 

a  hiU  liir  relief  oi;  ni>d,  *e. 

read  a  aaeend  time    .        .        •        •        - 

ordered  to  third  reading     .        •        -        . 

read  a  third  tine,  and  paeeed     ... 

leliimad  from  the  Hooae  of  RepreeentatlTaB 
wib  an  amendment,  whidi  waa  read      ■ 

and  diaagreed  to 

Library,  Mr.  Leib  aubmitted  a  HMlatioR  1»  ap- 
pnat  Bjointcomnrittea  on  the 

igtead  to,  and  ■  committee  aj^inted 

t  inrweiiii  from  the  ffouae  of  Repreeeata- 
tire*  eoneurring,  dec      .        .        -        . 

1  letter,  from  A.  Seybert,  on  behaif  of  aaid 
Gommihee,  was  rmul,  itatiDg  ttie  bad  con- 
dition of  tbe  roam,  and  aiking  permiMion 
la  plaea  the  booka  in  one  of  the  committee 
room!  of  the  Bcnate,  which  wa*  granted 

in  motion  of  Mr.  Leib,  tbe  Jcnnt  eommittae 
were  inittaeted  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  making  peratanent  arrange* 
mentttelbfeiaMUeplng  of  tbe  booka   • 
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LiaiiUtioii,raporUfr«BiUwBo«i*lsi7afl)ieTn«- 


aths  a 


t  ofd 


10 


on  DotioD  of  He.  Crairfitnl,  Uie  report  wm 
rafiirnKl  to  ■  MlMt  ffWimiHtfl        -        •      n 
Lhyd,  J— ■,  of  MiMdMMrt^  ttendeJ  .  SI 

lanufci  of^Mi  Mr.  Clm;'s  tMotdtioB,  r>Uti*« 
(o  vMaliBn  of  vrdn       -  •  ev.BO 

Bank 

-     IBS 


Lord'*  Da;,  tke,  Mr. Onggmaent»i tb*  nenHH 
rial  of  tbs  Clargj  ^  Pfailadetpliia,  praTiDi 
■Udi  u  BatDdmcnt  of  (ha  PtMt  Offica 
bm,  aa  to  jtrabitsi  maila  on,  refcrrad  to  a 
aelact  commiUae  ..... 
■  f^ort  liam  aaid  eamuittaa,  indefinitaly 


Lonntn,  William,  and  ot  ben ;  Mt.SiDith.of  Muy- 
laiiil,  prraented  a  petition  ot,  pray ii 
liaf  from  an  alliged  Tiolation  ot  tlM 


LouiaiMU.  Mi.  Bayard  anbmitted  a  reaolatiim,  in 
ralalioQ  to  tba  naira  of,  aa  ca4*d  by 

tha  reaotntion  nagativad 
M. 
Machen,  Lewia,!!,,  (aalnk,)aadiiif,  lokaepin- 

violate  ttia  aacrat  pniceadiaga,  &c.  • 
HaeiMDiar*  JohDiabill  from  tha  Hauae  of] 
•aalaliiea,  Jor  relief  of^      -       • 


rspoRod  Kith  amandmanti,  nail  thrM  timei. 


Maalar  Machanica  and  Muiofactarara,  of  Phila. 
datphia,  Mr.  Laib  preaanted  apatitionofa 
largenuaibar  of  tlw,  pfajinfaranawal  of 
the  chartar  ot  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Staiaa,  referred  to  the  Bank  Comiaitlaa 

Halhara,  JameB,8erg«aQl>«t-Aniia  and  Doorkeap- 
•r,  Mthoiiied  to  emploj  an  aa*utant,du. 

M*ttbainoa,Elbha,ofBhodeIaland,  attended  - 
[,  a  biU  U  aaUUiah  the  Diatrid 


hrejmarog, 
of,  rea/&i 


Ac 


ocdand  to  a  thiid  raadinf  .       .       -        . 
nad  a  third  time,  and  paiaad 
Maange,  the  PrHident'e  Annual 

iMd,  and  &n  hundred  copiet  ordered  to  be 


ooomnnicaliiig  a  letter  from  out  Miniatai  at 
London,  ordered  to  ba  printed 

oommunicalingtetton  from  the  Chargf  d'Af- 
fairea  at  Parii,  ordered  to  be  printed 
Military  Academ;,  on  notion  of  Mr.  Bmith,  of 
Maryland,  ao  maeh  of  the  Praaidanl'a  Mea- 
aage  u  ralatea  to  the,  and  Corpa  of  Engi- 
Deara,  waa  rtlarNd  to  a  adect  commiltM 
Military  EitaUiahmoDt,  nporl  of  the  Saeretarj  of 
War,  on  the  coaUngenl  eipenaaa  of  the  - 

a  bill  from  tha  Hoaaa  of  HepraaeDtetiTOa, 
Dakiog  appropriationa  br  aopport  of  the, 
fcr  1811,  mad,  &c  .... 


■  'I' 
read  a  third  tiota,  and  paaMd 
MSitia,  OB  notioii  of  Hi.  Leih,  ao  aad 
Meaaaga  aa  nlatea  to  th 
of  tba,  waa  raftrrad  to  a  atliel  israM     It 
aaidoonmitlearepOTtadaBdwandiKkupl  JH 
a  Heuage  ban  the  Preddant,  oiikinfrt 
of  the  Saoalar;  of  War,  pifarriBrt» 
dlancatoaraialntiDnofthaUitMnM,tii    S 
a'Meaiage  from  tha  Preaidtnt  tnooniiliif  • 

rMomoftha 19 

Milk,  William,  Mr.  DanapreaenladapetiliNKt    H 


lack  il  lb 


*  bill  for  relief  of,  read,  ftc.  -     ■  t 

read  a  aeoond  thne,  and  ordend  Is  a  iM 

reading    -      -        .  ...  II 

raad  ■  third  lime,  and  puied  •     ■  K 

Miwfie,  Chailea,  a  bill  from  the  HoiueofEe)* 
aantativea,  for  relief  irf',  read  aadilleb- 

holy  podpDiied > 

Miniatara  and  Cooiula,  on  motion  of  Mi.Bnil' 

ley,  a  cammittee  wai  appointed  W  afOt 

irbethei  alteration!  are  neceeniraiht 

act,  filing  the  oompenaalioa  of      '    .'  '" 

Mint,  a  meaaaxe  from  die  Preaident,  cinBBi- 

eating  the  reportof  the  DtrectoroFlhi  ■   '' 
Miaotllaneou*  Claima.  report  from  the  Simtn; 
of  the  Traaatir;,  of  the  moaep  tipM 
InlBlO,  fifcthadiadiargeotAc    ■     ■  » 
MitaiMippi  Territory,  Mr.  Andanupn^d  ■ 
memorial  of  the  L^iiiUtiTe  GMadl  tt 
of,  praying  that  aaid  TariitarTB'rkid' 
miUed  into  the  Dnion,refcmd     ■     -  " 
KeDoDald, John  O.,  (dwk.)  oalhi(<ak«TB- 

liolalatheaacretpcaoaediD^^Bi*'*  ** 
K. 
NaahTaie,  Tonneaaea,  a  Mil  from  tht  Bnu"' 
H^ieaentatiTea  (o  remore  tbi  had  w"    ^ 
&om,  lead  -        -       ■      '     '    , 

read  a  aocood  time  .  -  •  '  '  ^ 
reftrred  to  a  aelect  eommitln  -  '  '  , 
tepoitwiwith  alBeadBeBla,wbkk««"" 
ordered  to  a  (bird  reading  *•  aauM  '  ' 
read  a  third  time  aaameadid,  aad  pM«l-  " 
retonud  from  the  Hotua  of  Bwreiinuaw 
withconcBrranceiDODeandoMfno*  ,. 
to  the  other  amendmcnla 
tht  Senale  receded  fion  ihi 


National  Armoriaa,  report  Avm  Iha  Scovtuj  <■ 

War,  oil  the  eipoiaw,  dW.,  of  lie  ■     ■  * 
Na*y,  report  froM  the  Secralarj  tf  liti  m  ■**   „ 
expendiUirea,  Ac  •  ■      'j 

a  bill  making  appiopriatioM  It  xff*"   jg 

lha,fbr  ISIl,  read,  &c  ■       ■      V-. 
read  a  third  limo,  and  rtfcnaJB*'**      jl 


reported  withont  aj  _   , 

oidared  to  a  third  reading  •  ',  || 

read  a  third  tine,  awl  puaed   ■     1     ' 

Kaiy  Hoapitala,  a  biU  ftom  the  HmmoI"*^  ^. 
reaaiitaliTaa  t*  eatablids  nad,  st-^  ^ 

rai^aaaoond  tioia,  and  raferrad  l»»«"^"*.  g 
reported  without  amendment  '        jj 

Mad  a  diird  tioM,  aad  poMod     - 
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New  ieiMj,  1  l«U  &Mn  the  Homa  uf  BapzsMa- 
tati*eB  to  uuiex  k  put  at,  to  tha  ooUio- 
liondutiictof  New  York,  t«ul,  Ac        •    i 
lead  ■  aecoiul  lime,  and  refensd  to  a  commit- 

lae  - ; 

reported  without  uneiidu«nt,  teed  » thiid 
time,  end  paaaeJ    -  •        -        •    : 

lupply  otto 

O. 

Oc«aD  Inawanca  Company,  New  York;  Mr. 
Smith,  orNewVnrk,pMaenMd  a  memorial 
of  the,  prying  a  nnewalof  tha  charter  of 
Um  Bank  of  theUnhed  States;  reielrad  to 
the  Bank  Contnittce      .        .        ,        . 

Officer*  of  the  Coatoma,  Mr.  Brant  anbnittedv 
reeolotion  that  a  committee  be  appointed 
to  -bridg  it)  a  bUl  making  eonlpaaaetian  to 

the  Ta*e)ntioi]  duotgieed  10  •        •        • 

Ohi<S' Mr.  Campbell  gave  notice  of  e  bill  tOBD< 

tboriu  tha  laying  out  and  making  of  cer- 

taifl  [oada  in  the  State  of.         ... 

a  UU  to  that  efiect  read,  dec.        .        . 

read  a  aecond  tiaa,  and  referred  to«  eonUBil- 
tee,  -      -  -       -         -  .      .      ,  , 

reported  with  an  MModmeot 

ordued  to  a  third  reading,  with  the  emend- 

raad  a  third  time,  and  pawed  aj 

a  latter  from  the  Oovetnor  of. 

leaidntionoflheLogMatiire,   ,,       .  .„  .. 

metMuea  of  the  Oenenl  Oorommont      •    i 

Ohio  CaDtl  CoMpony,  nolioe  of  a  bUI  to  aalhor- 

in  a  enbecimlioB  to  the  atoek  of  tba 

a  bil)  to  that  oBect,  read,  A«.      -        -        • 

read  a  aecond  time    -        -        .        .        . 

'  referred  to  a  eommittae      -  .     ■  . 

roportad  without  UBendment,  mod  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  ..... 

fl|Bi,Laii  de,the  Pretideol  of  the  United  Btatoe 

communinted,  oonlideiitially,  the  tranalv . 

tion  of  a  letter  f>om,  to  the  Captain  Oon< 

eral  of  Caraceaa,  which  wta  reed,  aod 

refcned 

Mt.  Cbamplin  lubmitted  a  reaohitioa  to  in- 

quira  whether,  h»d  been  anOBitad  a  ^le- 

cial  Minister  to  the  Ululcd  State*  -        -    • 

the  resolution  ncgatiTcd    .        .        .        -    : 

Ord,  Mr.,  Information  given  by,  to  the  Bank 

Committee    -        -        .        .        .        - 

Orloan*  TenitoTy,  a  bill   eiteitdiag  the   Uw* 

now  in  force  in,  to  the  river  Perdido, 

read,  &c.       ...... 

read  a  aecood  time    ..... 

ddiato  OD  the  third  reading        •        .  ,     - 

leoomniitted      •     .  . 

Mr.  Dana  *ubmittsd  a  reaolntioa  relating  to 

the  BQTvey  of  the  coast  of,  agreed  to 
•  report  fiom  tha  Secretary  of  the  Treaamy 
in  reply  to  said  resolution       ... 
ft  bill  from  th*  House  of  RepreoentatiTet,  to 
enabl*  the  people  of,  to  form  a  cooetito-  ' 
tion  prepentonr  to  tb("      '    ' 
the  Union,  im^  Ac 


reported  wi^fa  amendmente         ... 

one  of  the  tmondmanle  disagreed  to  - 

'  coiuiderstieD  resumed      .-        -        -       IVT, 

some  auendmenta  sdopteid,  ti«d  ordered  to 

a  third  reading       •        •        -        -       .  - 

r«^  a  third  lime,  and  p«Med  a*  wnendod  . 

.   retitmed  ftom  the  Ho)ue  of  RepresentaliTes 

with  agreanunt  to  all  the  a 


the  Srnote  insisted  on  that,  one  • 

on  motion  at  Hi.  Bayatd,  the  President  of 

the  United  Stetei  wu  requeated  to  cause 

to  bo  bid  before  the   Senate  the  latest 

oensuB  c^  the  people  of  -  -     '. 

t.  Message  from  the  President,  in  teply  to 


bill  read.  fce.    -        -        ■        -        -        • 
read  a  second  time,  and  rebrred  to  a  com- 

~  reported  with  amendments         •        •        -    1 
amendment*  sgreed  to,  and  ordend  to  a 

tliird  Toading  - .       -        -        -  ,     -     ! 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -     1 
Mr.  Cntts  gsTO  notice  of  a  bill 'to  amend 
the  act  profiding  Ar  the  final  adjustment 
of  claims  to  land,  A:c.    .        -        -        .     I 
bill  piesoDteti  to  that  eflect,  read,  dec.         .    ! 
read  a  seoond  time,  and  raferred  to  a  com- 
mittee -         -  -         -         ■  -         -  . ! 
amended,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading    I 
read  ft  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -    ] 
Osage  Tribes,  Great  and  Little,  the  Pteeident  of 
the  United  Slates  transmitted  copies  of 

a  treaty  with  the ■. 

a  bill  ftom  the  Boom  of  HepresentatiTee 
maUng  appiaprislions  to  carryinio  eSect 
the  treaty  with  the,  read  twice,  and  or. 
dered  to  a  third  readlog      '     -  '         •     1 

read  a  third  time,  and  pwed     - 
Ofwegatcbie,  a  bill  to  establiah  th*  district  of,. 
and  others,  read,  &c      -        • 


ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -     .    -         -      17S 

read  a  third  tiote,  and  passed     ...     J74 

Pearl  lUver,  a  Ull  from  the  House  of  Represent. 

atiies  aathoriiiog  the  Begiater  and  Jto- 

cei*er  of  Public  Moneys  to  superintend  the 

public  sales  of  lands  in  the  diatrict  of,  read 

twice 8* 

referred  to  a  aelect  committee  -  .  •  66 
reported  with  amendments,  which  were  read  IM 
amoDdmsnts  eoncnned  in,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  teodihg  .        ■        .        .        .     ISS 

read  a  Ildrd  time,  and  pasMd  as  emended  -     Ifit 
retnmed  &om  tlie  Hoose  of  K«preionl>ti*e*. 
with  ^reement  to  one  amendment,  and 
disagreement  to  olbei*  -        -        -        -     17' 

.     the  Senate  receded Ml 

(Inclnded  in  the  lull  to  romore  the  land 
oSoe  from  Nafhiille-) 
Perdido,  Mr.  Clay  (in  secret  «Oi«on)  reported  a 
bill  to  enable  the  President  to  take  posees- 
tionofthetorrilory  east  of  the,  read,  fte.    STX 
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w6Uo — continued.  J 

on!«nd  to  ft  Mcond  r«iAi>g        ... 

Ts«d  ■  third  tim«,  (nd  puud     ... 

«eoinniitt«B^>poinlrtl<nirtryiht<«ni«.c— » 
fldentul7,  to  tk*  H«Me  «t  RaptWMt*- 
tjTM .876 

k  CMrtJatial  johitrwnloHoa  frwi  Ai  H<F>— 
of  RaprewntatiTM  on  the  ma«  Milgeet   . 

nad  ■  •Motid  tima,  imamled,  nad  a  Ifand 


e  Hmu*  of  R«pnMnia(i*w  cnMar  in  Ab 


878 


•  MMnra  IraB  th»  PraildMrt  of  th*  indtod 
Stalaa,  tU6ag  tkst  ha  baa  a^wrcd  lli» 

biH,  Ac 1 

HtiladalpUa,  Mr.  h^  piMmtod  a  MHorial  af 
a  Bnubar  of  dlixaBi  of,  pv^Jng  thai  the 


Sank  of  tllB  DntOd   Slatta 
ehaitared,  raimod  to 


SlatM  aiar  b«  i*. 
UMBank  Omm*- 


Phillipa,  David,  and  Mban,  biaaaftitiadaia ;  Mr. 

Bnith,  of  Mwr  ToA,  pnaawtad  a  patitjaa 

D^  pnjtttf  th«  rcoMTBl  of  the  dntj  oa  ikie, 

laad      ...-..- 

PkkariiiK,  Timothy,  of  Maaadtoaettt-,  attaadad 

Nmailia  of;  w  the  bill  Ibr  the  oocopttlM  «f 

Weat  Florida         ....         43,  es 
■peech  of,  on  Mr.  Clay'i  nacriatten  dtaifing 

faim  nitb  a  liolation  of  orJa-  -        •         T6,  SS 

^eei^  o(  on  the  bin  to  reciiaiter  the  Benk 

Of  the  United  ButFi       .        .        .        .    : 

Pittebnrg,  Mr.  LeOi  preunted  ttie  petition  if  Mi- 

■ena  of,  pT^ing  that  tbe  cbartW  of  tb* 

Bank  of  the  United  BtaWi  maT-nol  be  w- 

newed ;  ralNTed  to  tbr  Bank  Committe*  • 

Pope,  Hi.,  ipeach  o^  on  the  bill  fbt  the  occupa- 

lioa  ef  Weet  Florida      .        -        ,        . 

ramuki  of,  on  Mt.  Claj'a  reaolulion  relating 

to  Mi.  Piekeiing'i  violation  of  oidet 
•(wecb  of,  on  tbe  bill  to  renew  tbe  chirtar  of 
the  Bank  of  tbe  United  StaCei 

XBchaf,iiiTe|d7  toMr.  8.  Smith     -        -     ! 
;tbn  ot,  aa  Preridenl  j>ra  lent,  of  Senate    i 
FoTtw,  Darid,  Hi.  Anderaon  |ireaBatad  a  ^ition 
ef,  pnying  coaipenBation  foi  certain  leb. 
urea  at  Na#  Orbana,  under  tbe  non-inter- 
cooi**  lam ;  reiitiied  to  a  committee 
a  bill  ier  the  relief  o^  read,  dtc-  -     1 


be  printed  '  k 

ProleetMt  Bpiaeopel  ChoFtdi,  hiU  fimn  tbiBM 
*~  to  incoiptnl* A%iC 


recMUnitted  to  a  aelect  ct 

Pottaaaler  GenenI,  lepoit  <^  tbe,  in  obedience 

to  actofCongieu-        .... 

tnit  fmai  the  Hcxue  of  RepreaaDtatiTea  allow- 
ing additionil  compenaatioo  to  tbe,  read  - 

Indefinitely  poetponed        .... 
Prerident  of  Ibe  United  Bute*,  the  uanal  joint 

conimtttes  appointed  to  wait  on  the         -  0,  ID 

leport  of  said  committee    .... 

annnal  Meaaage  of  the       • 

joint  committee  to  iet>art  to  the,  that  Con- 
greei  waa  read;  to  adjourn  -  .  368,  970 
Properlj,  cooAecated,  Ac,  Mi.  Lloyd  nibmilted  a 
reaolntioD  requBitiiig  certain  iafbrmation 
of  Ae  Preaideut  of  tbe  United  9tat«  in 
relation  IO..-...08 

leaolDtion  agieed  to,  and  a  committee  ap> 
poinied  to  wait  on  the  Preaident     .        •    100 

a  Meaaaga  fioin  tbe  Proatdent,  commanieat. 
ing  the  iofiumatioD  dewred     ...    iw 


i«  a  third  readinc  . 

read  a  lUrd  time,  ud  faaaea    •      ■     ■  ai 

tbe  PiMidenl  of  tbe  United  SlatM  tUmJ 

it  wMi  BtjedtoM,  and  a  MMW  ftB  li 

Hiaai  inTaMad  the  BaMb,  tlal,M» 

MninMi»,thahiU«BeHtMri        •  SI 

PabU«.Anu,«*ep«rtftMi  the  tmakiy^Va, 

on  tbaaalf  of 0 

PnbUaB«iUiHna.ierartftDiBSBnq««rit    » 
PnbUD  Comnota,  a  n^gat  baa  Iba  SesMBTtf 
WBr,wilh  twoatMamnti<4Ba^lfit 
DepartBent,  and  by  the  ParreTKtf  M- 
lie  BBH'li*    .        .        -       .      .     .    M 

repart  fram  tbe  Saamarr  of  tba  nMa7,if 
the,  made  by  hk  Ptfai^it  -  ■  -M 
Pablic  Laada,  on  KotiMi  af  Hi.  W«ftkp|n.t 
conmittoa  wta  vfftMtittmfniM 
Oudw  peeehbuM  an  iMeMwyferlH 
din«MlioDoflha K 

Hr.Wwa>iiifio^pw*BMadlhiiwlMin< 
tto  LagMatm  of  OhMt  iMbvAw  4« 
SepMMttlatiiee  la  pnenie  an  umirn 
of  A*ti»te.M9«MMaB,Hfai«l    ■  ><* 

abiltgNkiBg  farimi  piwmmi  fit  »t»k 
ef  ieaareatiaiavra.td.fte.       • 

read  a  eeeoad  line,  amndad,  u ' 
a  third  mading 

readatbirdtiB«,>iKlpMadaf«BU-  I 

'  " ' "-'  "— =^ '-^-ChM 


read* 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  • 

read  a  third  tine,  and  pMOed     -      -  .   '  " 
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QnatUrmuler'a  Department,  Mr.  Lcib  pM  i^ 

tieeofabilltaeataUiAa      ■      '      '   a 
a  bill  to  eetdibA  a,  r«ad,  An.   •      ' .    '   k 
read  a  eocond  time,  referred  to  a  coBaiW* 
reported  withqnt  aBendnieal,  tad  ode*    „ 

to  a  third  reading  . 
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eionofCongreee    .        -       -      "     ■     ^ 
Qmnw,  the  aaual  oiden  adopted  is  RbAu  l«  »>  " 
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R.  , 

Bead,  PluUp,  of  Maiylaiid,  atlMtdeJ  - 
RoUina,  Ebenetei,  Mr.  Lloyd  I>nM^  >P|^ 
tioQ   at,  relating  te  debeDtane,  iw"" 
totbecominilteeanthepeiiliinetC''^   ^ 
Armtoyd,  &  Co.    •       -       -      *      ' 
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of,  prajinKBdditloDalaiiBpenaBtianaaeot' 
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ing  the  ume  -  -  -  -  ■  -  -  TO 
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Stock,  Mr.  Taylor  nibmitted  a  reiolution  retatjre 
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reeolatian  agreed  to,  and  a  cwnmittee  ap- 
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reported  vitbout  amcBdment  •  .  ■  m 
oidered  10  b  third  reading  •  -  .  -  .  -  847 
rahd  a  third  tine,  and  paamd  -  -  -  348 
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AcconntalHEtj,  a  Ull  proTiding  fbr  the  more  er 
fcetital,  of  pereona  intruttad  with  pabKe  - 
monajn,  read  twice,  and  committed 
t  of  the  *l      ■" 


tee«f    - 

AddiaoUi  RaT.  Walter  D.,  msMage  Brom  Ae 
Banale  that  tbej  hare  appinntad  the, 
Chnplain       ...... 

Additkmal  AnirianI  PostmiuMr  General,  Ihe 
CommitlM  of  Waja  and  Meani  were  in- 
■Imcted  t«  bring  in  a  bill  eatabliihing  a 
■oitabla  annual  salary  for  Aa 
Inll  to  that  aflbot  read  twice,  uid  eemmiltad 
rapwrtod  wltboat  ■ 
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•DM  with  the  Sacretaiy  of  the  TtM- 
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tnnof  Ohio,  aptmrnag  the  CDttnaofthe, 
WW  bid  Iwtea  iL  HoBM 


AUton,  Willii,  remarki  of,  in  lupport  of  the 
motion  to  diWde  the  iteolatidti  relating  la 
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Apportiotoent  of  R«^;iraa«ntatiTe(,  on  motion  tit 
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uittad -    »1 
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OB  matiog  of  Mr.  Hvlma  >  eonmittce  «u 
appoiiiled  U  roqiMit  tbe  Pnaident  of  tii* 
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read  a  third  tine,  and  paaaed     •        -  <      •.  1 101 
Dedarstion.b;  the  people  oTWeatPloridB        -  ISM. 
Ddaware  and  Cbenpeake  Canal,  Mr.  Montgom- 
ery presented  the  petition  of  randiT  in- 
habttanta  of  Cecil  cnanty,  (Md^)  pmjing 
ud  to  the,  referred  to  tbe  Committee  of 

the  Whole 829 

progreai  reported       .....     983 
Depoaitea,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fatter,  a  eommittse 
VBB  appointed  lo  inquire,  Ac,  conceniing 
the,  of  pnblic  moneye  in  Stale  banks      -     909 
Oeaha,  Mr.,  apeech  of,  on  the  bill  to  recharter 

the  Bank  of  the  United  Stalei        •        -    661 
Deatitnta  Amwiean  Seaman,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Bacon,  the   Secretar;  of  the    Treaanr; 
waa  directed  to  la;  belwe  the  Houae  in- 
fomiation  aa  to  the  fund  lor  relief  o^  Ac.    469 
report  fiom  that  offioer  in  obedience  -  617 

IKAitMon,  William,  Regtetar  of  the  land  Ofioe 
at  NadiTille,  lettara  from  to  ,the  8««rel«rT 
of  Tr«aBur7  .        -        .        -  1988,  199S 

DiMrict  of  Celnmlw,  appoiatmeM  of  the  aluid- 

ing  commiUee  far  (he    .       ■       .       -.  384 
Mr.  van  Honi  aabmittad  a  reacdntion  that 
(he  committee  for  tbe,  be  inatraetod  to 
inqnira  into  tba  eipadiuc^  of  calabliah- 
iti|  a  goremiDMit  .....    838 
tbe  reaoiotion  wiAdrswn  -        •        -        .    63? 


Diatri<!t  of  Columbia — eootiniied.  Page. 

a  bill  to  ineraaaa  the  aalatiea  of  the  jodgea 

of  the  Circuit  Court  of  ibe,  read  twice, 

and  commiUed 856 

debated     .     , HOB 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  .       -  1 10ft 

Document*,  the  Committee  on  Poat  Officea  and 
Poet  Boadi  wen  iiutrueted  to  bring  in  a 
bill  auAoriziog  membora  to  frank  certain    384 
•  bill  la  that  alTeciread  twice,  and  ordeied 

to  a  third  ivading  -        ...         -     388 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaad    -  38'' 

Drawback,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  tbe  Coot, 
miltee  of  Commeree  an4  ManDlactares 
«rera  inetrticted  lo  inquire  into  the  espe- 
dienc;  of  limiting  the  benefit  of,  to  T«a- 
aela  belotiging  to  eitiunt  of  the  Uuiled 


479 


Mr.  Oorland  aabmiltsd  •  reaolution  ititt  it 
ia  expedient  to  repeat  the  eeVeral  acta  al- 
lowing, referred  to  the  Colnmiltee  of  the 
Whole  .        .        .        .        '        -        -    978 

Dntiea  and  Srawbeeki,  a  report  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury' ahO  wing  the  amount 
of;  Ibr  ceruin  years        ....    4U 

Duties  iinpoaed  by  France,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Swoopa,  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
reqiieat  of  tbe  President  of  the  Ciiit«d 
States  atteh  information  is  he  may  poa> 
•eaa  rtlatire  to,  Ac.  -        ~-        -    469 

a  Meaaage  from  the  Preaident  in  reply,  re- 

ferrod -    478 

another  Meoaga,  wi^  aapplenehlary  in> 
formation  on  die  subject  of     .        -        -    479 


Elections,  a 


«Intment  of  the  standing  eommit- 


Embaigo  and  Non-Intercourse  Lawa,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Haiea,  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
stiry  was  directed  to  lay  before  ^e  Honse 
num  information  as  he  may  poasesi  rela- 
tive to  ptosecations  for  Tiolntioni  of  the, 
togeiher  with  a  statement  of  tbe  ex- 
penses attending  the  same 
Emott,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  supplemental  btD 

GDnceming  commercial  intercourse  -    1 

Bngineeia,  and  Military  Academy,  so  much  of 
the  President's  Message  si  re'  ' 
ferred  lo  a  aelecl  committee    ■ 
a  bill  from  the  Benste  to  incresae  the  corpa 

of,  rend  twice,  and  referred  to  same         -    ' 
reported  with  amendments,  and  referred  to 

the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
postponed  indefinitely 
Bppes,  John  W.,  of  Virginia,  appeared  and  loot 
his  seat 
■paocih  of,  on  the  bill  to  retharter  the  Bank 

of  the  United  Slates      - 
remarka  of,  on  a  reaolution  r 

aettled  balances      ... 
speech  of,  on  tbe  amendatory  bill  c 

ing  oomnwrcial  intercourse  - 
on  the  BB^Istumtal  bill  -  938,  990,  994,  1 
Estimalea,  «  »epan  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  with,  of  appropristiona  uecea- 
aa»7  for  the  aerrioe  of  the  year  1811,  re- 
forrad  to  (be  Committee  of  Waya  and 
Mwu-  '        -       - 
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EkU*  OompcnHlkm,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ring- 
gold, Ihe  Gink  wti  ordered  to  mj,  to  cei- 
Uin  oScM  and  Mmnu  of  the  Berate    - 
Extn  8eHion,  Mr.  Montgomcrj  aubmhted  ■  ro- 
(otution  lelativE  to  an    • 
the  resolDtioD  rejected 
P. 

Fmrmen'  Bank  of  AlexandriB,  Mr.  Ltwb  pwMnl- 
cd  t  petition  of  the,  prajing  ■  charter,  re- 
ferred to  th*  CoBmittae  on  the  District 
ofCohitnbia    •      -        -        -        - 
a  bill  to  incorporat*  the,  read  twice  and  co 

Bitted 

a  bill  fieu)  the  Sanate,  to  incorporate  the 

read- twice  ard  committed  > 

reported  to  the  Houae        ... 


KiUed 


reported  irith  ammdmcnta 

oidotod  to  a  third  reading  .        .        . 

read  a  third  time,  and  paued  ai  anwnded 
FittdlejtMr-.romarhaof,  on  the  apportionment  bill 

■peach  oC  on  the  bill  to  redurtcr  the  Bank 
of  the  United  Blatea 
Finea  and  Forftitqrea,  a  bill  to  Mmit  certain,  raad 


Bndncnt,  read  a  third 


reported  without  ^ 
time,  anil  paiaed 
a  report  faui  the  Secretary  of  the  Treauuy, 
with  a  eUtement  of        -        -        -        -  1106 
Kiki  Mti^  remarfca  ot,  on  the  apporlionntent  bill 

403,409 
■paedi  of,  on  the  propoeed  inquiry  into  the 

conduct  oi  General  Wilkinaon 
on  the  bill  to  lecharter  the  Bank  of  the  Uoi- 

ted  Sutea 600,  6TS 

on  the  lupplemeDlary  intercoune  biH 
Fidch,  GoTcmor,  letter  from,  to  the  Becietaty  of 

Btata lUS 

letter  from,  to  Col.  McKao  •        -        -  1860 

Foreign  Coini,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  regu)«lei 

dec,  read  twice  and  committed        •        '    391 
reponed  and  referred  to  a  select  committee     403 
.    report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaauiy,  in 
obedienco  to  the  act  regohting,  reEtried 
to  the  Kane  comcaittee    -        -        -        -    M3 
a  report  of  the  committee  theraon      •        •    468 
the  bill  from  the  Senate  reported  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading    -      •        -        •        -    4TB 
raad  a  third  time,  end  paned      .        .        -    4B1 
Forajgn  Relatione,  appointment  of  the  Commit-  ' 

tee  of 388 

Pwfificatione,  eb  mneh  of  the  Preiident'e  Mes- 
■ige  aa  relalei  to,  waa  leGErrod  to  a  lelect 
committe*      -        -        -        -        -        -    387 

■ppolntnieiit  ofthe  Mid  conmitlea  •  -  88S 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  on  •  -  636 
a  bill  lAahing  ftnther  appropriationa  to  CMI- 

^t«  die,  read  twice  and  catnnMt«il        -  1100 
read  a  third  tine,  and  pa«ed      -  •  1103 

RMdick,  Nathaniel,  a  bill  from  tfae  Senate  to  dia- 

diarge,  from  iBtptlmuunBit      •        .        -    T87 
read  twice  and  coOiDiitted         ...    836 
the  Commiltee,  of  the  Whrie  dUt^rfed,  a«d 
bill  referred  to  the  comniltM  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Milli  -        -        •    '    - 
reported  without  anTeodmenl,  and  erdarad  la 
third  readiitg         ...-.■ 
reed  a  third  IhMt  and  pMaed      •    ,    - 


FiMioe,  p«««ta  in  relatian.te  wipiatiiM  ^ 
nferrad  to  the  Conmiltea  of  Fan^  k 
.latioBB,aBd  duee  thouBaiafiBaM 
to  be  iirinted         •  -     •     ■  et 

eopiwofnid  p^ien  and  emaqwaJam  h 
relalkHi  to  laUie  with    -       ■     -  «l^  I» 
Franklin,  MeahKk,  of  North  Cuihu,  ifH 

aoi)  took  hit  eeat » 

FDgitiraa,dt«.Mr.  PeaTeon  pneeUcd  •  bil  b 

cemiog,  raad  twice  and  camnuuid  ■    -  V 
O. 
Gaeta,  tfae  Duke  of,  a  letter  from,  la  the  Dinde 

General  of  Cuetoma  at  Pirii  -      -    - 1» 
Gamble,  William,  report  of  the  CtmnitMi 
Cliimaon  the  petition  of,  nitntdguJi 
bill  ordered  for  relief  of    -     -      ■     ■  H 
Gannett,  Banillai,  of  MaaaachuHtta.appcindd 

to^   hie   eeat 01 

Ctardenier,  Barant,  of  New  York,  ipfaand  ai 

took  hia  teat  -       •      ■     HI 

qteed)  of,  on  tho  eni^lententery  isbtMia 

bill It  1* 

Gardner,  Gideon,  of  New  Tort,  appeartlfc  -  M 
Garland,  Mr,  remariia  of,  on  the  btU  to  it-iteK 

the  Bank  of  the  United  Bulei     ■    -  "' 
HI  indefinite  poetponement  of  the  MB    -  ™ 
Ganging,  the  Cammjttee  of  Oommerceind)!*- 
uiutBtca  woTB  ioMnicted  U  tnqin  iM 
the  eipediency  of  eetaMiiUnf,  lvha<< 
nnifbrm  node  of    -  ,     .     •  W 

Sonera!  Port  Office  and  PalMt  Ob-ttafm- 
ident  of  the  Unitad  SlalB  tninWJ  ■ 
report  of  the  Bnperintendeat  «f  ib  (%' 
with  a  •Ulencnl  ot  expBdiBni  trd) 
better  aeeommodalion  of  the  -     '  ^ 
Georgatown  PotoBM  Bridge  Cc*ip7i>"' 
firam  the  Senate  granting  cMiapw" 
latke,rMatwiacandomaiBil  -     '  "! 
the  cotemittae  diacharged  -       '     '        Ik 
read  a  third  time,  and  peBcd    -     '    , 
OeoKgia,  a  MpmantatiMt  af  tha  Luidinri  A 
w  rebtian  to  thaii  diapnted  tMa>hiy,» 


on  motion  of  Mr.  Bibb,  the  CoomrlM  tl 
Commerce  and  I^afaelniH  ""*  '^ 
•tructad  ti>  inquire  into  the  eipn'*'?  " 
granting  the  oonaanl  of  Coapf*  l> » 
t«t  of  the  Bute  of  "    J.  '  rifl 

a  bill  to  that  eBeet  read  twice,  «*""*lj 

reported  wilhont  ameodmeDt,  '*''        ng 
time,  and  paaaed     •         *       '  ,l! 

Gbolson,  Mr.,  ipeech  of,  on  th*  iaqovT  inV  O*  ^ 
Mndod  of  Genervl  WittinaoQ      ■     ■ 

nmarki  of;  on  the  btU  to  idniiMH*^'^  ^ 
rttny  into  the  Union' 


« the  bill  to  roehaiWf  the  BmI  rf  *•  * 


«l,tS! 


■paach  of,  on  the  biH  to  adwlOriNarnr  ^ 

Gold,  ThawM  R^-  of  Na^r  Yeik,  ^P^*^  jn 

look  hia  aeat  -        ■       •       '  ^      ,  Vt 

remab  o^  oit  Ike  appetlioMW  "       ,  jn 

remarke  of,  on  a  qnettiaB  of  ada    ' 

.pBo*o(iotithobilt»ad«*a*«»'~  j^ 

titcnrintolhaDniea     -  '  r- 

orttb.UUloi«>hart.elb.BBk<ftkeC»  ^ 
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GaldabMontb,  Mt^  mauka  oC  m  As  ipportioB- 

mcntbill 41S 

TBimHu  of;  on  ths  United  Stitei'  Bink  bW    493 
OB  ths  TMcdutioa  rrapecUng  «a  iraMdnMi- 

tnUtj -.        -        •  1099 

OoTcmmetit,  ■  bill  for  inpport  of,  read  twice,  >>id 

committod      -        -'       -  -,       -     HB 

~     nported  with  BDicDdiDCnU,  Hid  ordered  to 

■  third  rii«ilt)i)(       -        -        -  -838 

r*«d  a  Urird  time,  and  puntl-B*  nmendvd  -    833 

'  returned  from  the  SeiiBtewitti  aDicndnicnta    SOa 

conenired  in     -        -        ■        -        -        -    973 

Onnt,  Lewii,  Mr.  Key  pnwentcd  ■  petition  of, 

Ertjing  lothoritj  to  take  the  ■amanio  of 
liTidaon,  refcnid  to  a  select  committee     S86 
a  &TOTable  report  made,  and  ■  liiU  in  pur- 

•vaiMB  or  the  pnyer  ordered  ~        -        -    390 
•  bill  to  the  affect  mentioned,  lead  twilw.and 

oMmitled Ml> 

ordered  to  a  Ihiid  raadfaf  -  •    ST9 

read  a  ^ird  lime,  and  pused     •        -        -    830 
Oiay,  BdwiBioTVirftinla,  ijjpaared,  uid  lookbia 

■att       -  -  -    389 

Oreat  BiilaiB,  a  Menage  fhnv  the  Frwldent  of 
the  United  Stmlej  com  mnn  lea  ting  tbecn^ 
mpondence  of  oar  Mininter  at  London. 
with  tbr  Ooremment  of.  referred  to  tlw 
Gommiltee  of  Foreign  Aflkira  -  -  SiB 
copiea  of  the  Mid  cmrepon  donee,  *c.  -  -  114B 
Onitlec,  Urbain.    (8e*  La  Trappe.) 


Hale,  William,  of  New  Hamiiahl^,  appeared, 

and  took  hii  seat    -    ,     -        -        -        -    ' 

Hall  of  Repiuentatliea,  i  bill  to  pnt*ide  for  warm^ 
ing  and  lenlilaling  the,  md  twice,  and 
oommitted 

Hartlbrd,  Mr.  Pitkin  pnaented  a  petiUon  of  Ibe 
merchaalit  of,  on  the  rabject  of  llie  non- 
intercovm  act,  refnred  10  Atf  Oonnttl- 
lee  of  Foreign  Relatjone  -  •  - 
\  BaTon,  Nathaniel  A^,  oF  Near  Hanipahire,  ap- 
peared, and  took  bii  eeat 
remark!  ol;  on  the  lopplementaf  commer- 


cial- 


lolt 


were  inetnictei]  lo  inquire  into  the  eipe- 
diencj  of  encouraging  the  culture  of        -    * 
the  committee  leporled  a  letter  fiaiii  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  on  theeuhjectof,  whlcb 
was    referred    to   the   Committal   of   the 

Whole I 

Hglmeo,  GoTemor,  correspondence  of,  wilb  the 

fiecrataiy  of  8tX*  -  -  1263, 1! 

Hlwe  of  BcprewntatireB,  member*  preacDtat 

the  meeting  of  the  -'--•! 
adjaummsntoflheseHianoftbe        -        -  11 
ptoaaading*  oC  th«t  in  aacrat  leiaioii    -        -  II 
H<Abard,  Jonathan  H.,  of  Vermm,  appeared, 

and  toah  lus  eM   •        -        -        -        -    i 


I.  Page. 

Impottallon,  Mr.  Beybert  presented  a  petitbn  of 
merchmts  of  PhiladelpLia,  praying  that 
Coogreu  may  •Dthoiizelbe,orgtiod«,d[C., 
from  places  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  rtfinred  lo  the  CoaiiBiKee  of  For- 
eign RelatJons         -         -    '      -         -         •     43] 

Mr.  CheVes  laid  before  the  House  two  let- 
ters soggeating  amendnienta  to  (be  act  to 
prohibit  the,  of  ataf  es,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  and  Mai^utactuies  -  1010 
Index  to  the  Laws,  on  motion  of  Mi.  Bacon,  a 
committee  nis  appointed  to  inqiute  into 
the .  expediency  of  proTiding  fbr  making, 
printing,  &o-,  a  gentrral  -  -    403 

a  bill  to  the  efibct  metdioned  read  twice, 
and  committed       ...        -        -    474 

reported,  and  ordered  te  a  third  reading      -    963 

read  a  third  tiirie,  and  paued    -        '        -    9BB 
Indiana,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings, a  committee 
was  sppointed  to  iuqoire  into  Ihe  eipedi- 
ency  ofeiienJing  a  certain  road  from  Vin- 
cennea  through,  dec       ....    490 

a  bill  to  that  eflect  read  twice,  and  com- 
nitted  -  ' .479 

Mr.  J.  also  submitted  a  reWlntion  relating ' 
lo  fogiliTts  fnnn  the  Territory  at    '         -     45S 

tnolher,  declaring  the  ineligibility  to  the 
H<nise  of  Representatives  or  Legiilatire 
Council  of  any  person  holding  office  un- 
der the  Governor  thereof  .      -        -        -    4&9 

the  first  resolution  was  referred  lo  s  leleCt 
conmftlee 400 

Mr.  J.also  preaentedapclitlonof tbeLegii- 
lative  Council  of,  praying  pennitaioQ  te 
locate  a  certain  quantity  of  land  for  sstab- 
isbing  a  permanent  seat  of  Oovammeat 
for  the  Territory,  refenvd  to  the  Comiait- 
tee  on  Public  Lands       -        -        -        •    SOS 

arepoft,Bnd  lbs  cmnmitteeordued  tobriitg 
in  a  bill  paranant  thereto        ...     748 
'    ataemorial  (rf  the  LegidatiTe  Conncit,  fte., 
of,  preying  amendmeEfts  of  ths  sevettf 
laad  laws,  refoired  to  ■  comttllteo  -        •    673 

a  report  thereon        .....    748 

a  patitiaB  of  the  aamo,  praying  a  road,  ra- 
ftned  la  a  sel«n  committae    .        -        •    S30 

repopt  thereoin,  referred      .        .        -        .    833 
In*alid  Pensioils,  a  bill  coneeraing,  read  twice, 

and  commiltad 1 100 

readathiidtime,  and  passed    -        -        -1103 

retorosd  with  anendmeub        ...  1109 
InTonMa,  on  nMitioQ  of  Mr.  Bacon,  th»  Secre- 
ta^ofStatewaa  directed  to  lay  before  the 
House  a  list  of  ihe  names  at,  to  whpm 
patenla  have  been  granted      ...    886 

Ml  notloD  of  Mj.  Sojbeit,  t)ie  Clerk  waa 
Ofdersd  to  hate  flie  lirt  ot  repented        -    830 
(See  PalatU.) 

i. 
Jackson,  Riebaid,  jt^  of  Rhode  Ldand,  appeared, 

and  took  hiSBMa   -        •        -        -        -    383 
Jail,  a  UH  naUag  appiopriationa  for  buildiiig  a, 

.    inAleMndiia,D.C,dce.,twiGaraad,and 

oowmiUad 698 

Jenkina,  liabait,  of  PeansjlTanU,  af^aaied,  and 


I,  deletaM  from  iDdiapa  Ter- 
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Johiuoa,  ttt.,  ipMch  ol,  on  tba  flnil  paiaiie  of 
Ae  bill  to  ulmit  Orlwinf  Tsmtor;  iota  (be 
Unioa   .......    I 

remaAi  of,  on    rereninB   the  memorul  of 

CommodoTe  TJDge;  .    -        -        -      .  -    i 
(peach  of.  od  tha  bill  to  rachwtei  tha  Bank 
of  the  United  Slatai       -        .        .        .    ' 
Jonai,  Walter,  of  Virginia,  antaaicd,  and  took 


J  ndicial  Byatsm,  ■  bill  from  the  Sanata  to  amend 

'  tha        -        ■ 

read,  and  indelinitelj  paal|>oacil 


mittedir^ioTtoftheCoinmiaaionarain 
'  diitiict  o^  dec,  refaned  to  tha  Committae 
on  PuWie  Land*    -        -        -        •■        -    ■ 

a  report  in  patt,  referred  la  Iha  Comnlittee 
of  the  Whole I 

a  bill  to  confirm  certain  deaaioni  of  the 
Commiuionen  of  the  district  of,  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  Ike  Committee  of 
the  Whrfe II 


Kej,  Mr  ,  speech  of,  on  tlie  bill  lo  techarter  the 

Bank  of  the  United  Sutea      - 
King,  Ruftu,  copy  of  a  letter  fcom,  in  17&9,  lo 

the  SeeraUlT  of  Bute    .        -        -        .  1197 
Kiiickeibacker,Herman,ofnew  York, fipp«are4i 

and  took  hia  aeat 889 

renaika  of,  on  the  aupplemental  lutarconrae 

bill 1034 

Knight,  Simeon,  Liantenant,  Mr.  SheSej  pie- 

aantml  a  petition  of,  praying  alloHiaoe 

Ihr  paymenla  made  la  General  Wilkin- 

aoni  nAirad  to  tha  Committee  of  Claima    iOS 
a  ^  Ihr  tke  relief  of,  read  twice  and  cmn- 


Laitundorftr,  J.  fingana,  a  UD  liai  ^g^ ' 
making  compenaatiaa  ta      ■    ■ 
read  twiea,  aixl  refiorad  i»  ibc  Csa 


repoctad  widiont  amaodmentt  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -    .    - 
■vended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  aa ' 


Lacoala,  Stephen,  Mr.  Cheras  preeaDted  «  pe- 
tition of,  referred  to  the  C<Hnmittee  at 
Commerce  and  Manufactares        •        -  1009 

Lambert,  William,  on  motion  of  Mr>  McK^e,  the 
memorial  o^  won  relerfed  to  a  aelaet  com- 

minee -        -    746 

a  raaolutioD    reported   racommendinK  the 
printing  of  hia   "  Parliamentary   Preee-      > 
denta,*'  refttTred  lo  a  Gomtaiitlee  of  the 
Whole  -  .        -        ■        -    968 

agreed  lo  in  'ConmiitlM,  and  concuned  in 

hy  the  Hone 973 

refcired  to  the  Secretary  of  Stale       -        -    9M 

Landaii,  Peter,  the  Spefiker  praaeMad  to  the 

Hooae  a  memorlU  of     -     .•  •  .    469 

La  Trappe,  Mr.  Johoaon  pieaanted  a  patiliMi  of 
the  Society  of^  praying  pannianon  to  lo- 
cate certain  lands,  referred  lo  the  Um- 
mittae  of  PubHc  Luxb  •       -       -       -    AI4 

Lee,  Baaerend  Mr.,  appaintmenl  af,  ■■  Chaplain    390 


reported  wilh  an  a 

to  a  CoBiiiultea  of  the  WUi     .  . 
amendment  eoocnirtd  iB,aiid)riB 

thiiS  reading         -       -      -    .  > 

rrad  a  third  time,  and  fmni  a  aai' 

roomed  frotn  the  Seoale  iriik  fapi. 

tha  Uonae  raeeded    -       -      ■    , 

Lswii,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Ibe  miMMiu 

fbr  estimatea  for  eomplttiaBiffcEi;  i 
on  araaolntionreapectinglhelJiaKiri 

lumliia  -         -        -        -      ■    .    . 
Lihary,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Seybert,  i  bod 

waa  appointed  to  provid^  fc  it^a 

iag  of  booka  in  tne  •  .  - 
a  measage  fram  tha  Bsatle  ibi  Anir 

appointed  a  joint  oaaautiM  >  k 
eoDcorred  in  -  .  -  .  ■ 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Beyberl,  tnifat 

nittea  warn  insUncted  Ujanliit   I 

safa^oeping  of  the  booki  bdNns: 
on  motion  o' '*      — ''~'~'    ' 


Limitationa,  Mr.  Baoon  v_ 

instrncling  A»  Commitlw  I'Aa-   l 
inqoire  into  tha  eipadisiKjWqM 
luapending  the  i^entiaB  d  A" 


rala. 


■  of 


the  reaolntion  agreed  to     - 

rqwrt  of  the  commitlee  theNoa    - 

Unan  Clothe,  Mr.  Say  belt  presenlcJ  1 BM 

of  anndiy  mannbetnian  of  nUia 

praying  an  ineraaaeof  dnoo*"" 

DMiatiaa  af,  raftned  W  th>  C<aB>' 

Commerea  and  Manlrfactani    - 

Linimore,  Edward  81.  Loe,  apptwt*" 

nparka  oE;  on  the  rasalulii>a  fa*'' 

Loan,  a  Ull  anthoriltng  a,  read  nriMu'*, 

mitiad ■     :. 

reported  witbont  amandmaai,  at  *" 

to  a  third  reading  - 
read  a  thin' 

retnmed  f. 

mant,  vrhlch  waa  coneamd  "■     '  ^  | 

Lauiaiuia  Territory,  a  laUliiitber  I*  p"*     ^ 

the  goternment  of,. read  WW*"    , , 

mitted    ....      -       ■     '.     : 

Lote,  John,  of  Virginia,  apps*™'  •".''( 


licdepMilea  -  -     J  .jfc    1 

OH  the  bin  t«  reduTtcr  tbs  Brf>  ,rl 

UniladSlaUa  -      "        . 

OB  the  reaohrtioa  far  an  siln  '*?'i^ 
I.yoii,MMthaw,ofKatiH!ky,ipF*^'  .' 


bvu 


■  of,   on   Iha 
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ii*9i»m,  Jokn,  Mr.  Chare*  pnaented-a  p«^ 
Uon  o(  reHuTcdtotliaCoiimiltMof  Cou- 
Nieite  and  Manu&etDrw         ...     906 
a  bill  ibi  relief  eX,  lead  twice,  and  camiaittod    976 
Tvpoitai,  and  lecommittcd  -        -        -    9K 

reported  witb  amcndnKnu,  and  ordered' to 

a  third  reading  .....  lOOs 
Tead  B  tliird  time,  and  pataed  a*  anuuidad  -  1006 
retnvaad  firva  the  Senate  with  an  araead- 

DieDt,  whiidi  waa  conenrred  in  -  -  1108 
on,  Mr.,  ramarka  of,  on  the  af^ortiaaaieat 

bUI SM,  431 

apeeeh  of,  on  the  in<]uii7  into  the  eonduet 

of  General  Wilksuon    -        -        •        •446 
on  bia  rafotatioD  to  amend  die  Conatitntiim  iM, 
641 
I  l«mark«  of;  on  thebiU  to  admit  Orleana  Tar- 

ritoiy 466,  MM 

'  apeech  o4  on  hk  reaolation  to  aak  for  eata-. 
I       matei  for  eomptetiDg'  the  Captol    -        -    .^11 
r«marka  of,  on  the  reaolutim  reafeetjng  nn. 
■atUed  baUace*      .        -        .        -        -    638 
.  on  a  bill  returned  b;  the  Pveaideal  with  ob- 
I       j«ctioni  .        -        •        ...        -     966 

,  on    tba    mpplementaTj   coranercial    inte<- 

coorae  bill      -        -        .        --      .        -  1093 
^  Rivar,  ■  petition  of  the  inhabitanta  of  Ohio, 
,       praying  a  road  from  a  poiat  at  or  near  the 
be»d  of,  referred  to  the  Copiinittaa  of  tba 

,       Whole 1009 

,in£actDre*,  lo  mnch  of  tha  Pie^deot'a  Hm- 

aage  ai  relatea  to,  and.naTigatian,  wai 

leferrad  to  the  Committee  of.  Commarea 

and  ManuActaree  -        -        -        -    387 

a  Baeaerial  mi  Um  lubject  of  anwvrace- 

ment  to IS7fi 

^alBctuiing  Eatabtiabmanta,  on  motiiui  of  Mr. 

>       Newton,   the   Coamittae  of  Commerce 

and  ManubetQiea  waie  iuatnioted  to  in- 

I        quire   into   the  eipadien^  of  eompen- 

aating  the  petnni  amplojad  in  taUng  an 

aocoontofthe        •        -        ■        .        .  iiOO- 

a  bill   to  allow  a  leaaonabla  eonpanaaliott, 

&,c.,  read  twice  ...         -         .  IIOS 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     ...        -  llOS 
a  petitian  frmn  the  Slate  it  Kentndky,  pt^- 
lug  encouragement  to  the       ...  mo 
ihetta,  Mr.  McKinley  tDbmittad  a  reaolulioB 
revrdins  tbe  road  leading  from  Waab- 
ington  to,  which  wai  negatirod       -        .    4Se 
■••a,  (he  Doke  ef,  tran^tion  of  a  letter  froaa, 

to  the  Coiuuellor  of  8uie  .  .  •  1849 
itthewB,  Vincent,  of  New  Yat,  appeared,  and 

tookhiaaeat S«8 

saaagB,  the   Preaident'B  annnal,   with  doei)- 
menta,  ite.,  read,  and  three  tbaaaaitd  eo- 
pie*  thareof  ordered  to  be  printed    .       ,  .    383 
rOMrence  of  the  avreral  parla  of,  to  commit. 

Ma* SST 

a  eonAdential,  lirom  the  PreoideBt  of  Ike  Unt- 
tad  State*      .  ■        .    4M 

ejer,  Chriatopher,  letter*  &om,  to  the  Secretary 

of  Slate  ~  11M6,  1*47,  )M9 

tddlaaax  Canal  Conprny,  Mr,  tjuiney  preaentad 
a  petition  of  the,  pTaying  a  mbaeriptioii  to 
their  itoiA ;  referred  to  a  ariact  eommittee    SSI 
a  bill  anthoriiing  the  aale  and  grant  of  land 
to  the,  read  twice  and  tompiilted    -        -    840 


MiddUaex  Canal  Coapany — cod  tinned. 

CommittMaflhe  Whole  diicharged,  and  tuU 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Cheia- 

peake  and  Delaware  Canal    -        -     '    . 
Mifitaiy  Eilatdiihment,  a  bill  for  aupport  of  the, 

read  twice,  and  eonmitled 
reported  with  amendmenla,  and  ordered  to 

third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  as  amended 

Militia,  no  mnch  of  the  Preaident'*  Mesiaga  a* 

relate*  to  the,  telerred  to  leli    ' 
a  bill  to  provide  for  liming  thi 
read  twice,  and  committed  - 
on  motion  of  Hr.  CocbcBD,  a  commitlae  waa 

tppoinlaJ  to.  inigaire  into  the  expedient 

of  aathoiiaing  a  detachment  from  the 
report  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
a  Meaaage  from  the  Pieiident  tranamitting 

aaUtomentofthe  -        -  -        - 

Mifler,  Mr.,  ipeecb  of,  on  the  bill  to  admit  Orleans 

Tetrilorj        -        -        -        -  '      - 
reniaAa  of,  introdscing  a  reaolution  to  make 

certain  inqniriae  of  the  PoetmaiterOen  era! 

MiHa,  William,  bin  ftom  the  Senate  for  relief  of 

read  twice,  and  committed  -        .        .        . 

Committee,  of  the  Whole  discharged,  and  bill 

referred  to  a  aelect  committee  -        -        . 
repealed  wilbotit  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -        . 
Hilnor,  Mr.,  ipeecti  of,  on  the  (pfMnrtiotiment  UU 


lined       -        ... 

reported  withaul  amendment,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading       -        .        -        .        .  l 

read  a  third  time,  and  paased     -        -        .  1 
Mint,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Root,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treaiury  waa  directed  to  lay  before  the 
HoBse  a  atatameni  of  the  whole  eipen*ei 
ofihe - 

a  Mewage  frnn  the  Prerident,  tranamlttlBg 
the  report  of  the  Director*  of  the    . 

nmdry  MaWmenl*  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Trea*Q>7  in  relation  to  the     •        -        -  1 
'  >pi  Territory,  Mr.  Poindexter  anhmittad 
a  Msolntkn  ia  relation  to  the  preparatory    ' 
■tape  lor  admitting,  into  the  UiiiDn  - 

the  reaolutian  ai        '  *        . .  •  -  -    -  i 


Hr.  Poindexter  preiented  a  pett 

Lagiabtare  of,   praying  admiiaion  a*  a 
State  (  referred  to  the  aame  Comainee  - 

a  report  in  favor  of  admitlieg  wa*  agreed  to 

a  bill  to  that  effect  read  twice,  and  committed 
Miaai**ippi  Rivar,  on  moliBB  of  Hr.  Johnaon,  the 
Committee  of  Public  Land*  were  iaatcuM- 
•d  to  inquire  into  the  ^padlency  of  dea> 
igniting  a  portion  of  tlie  pQl)lic  landa  weat 
of,  to  aatiafy  the  Virgiaia  olaim*  - 
MttthiU.  8*muet  L.,  a  new  member  fhilB  New 
York,  waa  qualiSed,  dw.  ... 

remark*  of,  on  tbc  tetolntion  relating  to  Watt 


n  motiea  to  itfra  to  two 
comaiitteea  the  Babjaeta  of  ntannlactnre* 
and  aavigatioB       ..... 
on  the  Hfl  nJating  to  fouign  eoin*    • 
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■pepch  of,  on  tbe  apportionment  bltl   -      404, 4~S7 
rBiUHrka  of,  on  tbe  inquirj  iato  (bt  conduct 

(^  Genrril  Wilkinion     -    .    ■ 
on  Mr.  ShefTry**  regolntion  relitive  to  thi 

calture  ofhamp 

on  the  bill  to  recbarlBi  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 

led  Stalei      

Ml  the  reiolution  leapecting  unaeltled  b>I- 


■peech  of^on  eiippleineiital  hiteTcourmE  bill  - 
Temarkt  of,  on  the  Beniite'i  Kmcnilineiitfl  to 

the  bM  adDiilling  Otlean»  Terrilorj     938,  987 
Mobile  Territory,  s  bill  for  the  oeUbliBhcient  of 

the,  read  twice,  and  committed 


e  fiM 


™a.«, 


referred  to  the  Secretary  of  Slate 
Montgomeiy,  Ml.)   qunarki    o4  inbodocing  t 

ie*olutioii  lelitiiig  to  the  hit/  agenta  W 

Loghoro 
Moore,  Mr.  T.,  remirkB  of,  on  the  inquiry  intc 

Uie  conduct  of  General  Wilkinion  ' 


487 


Honer,  Mr.,  correapoiideDco  of,  nith  the  Seers- 

tUTof  Stale  ■        ■        ■        -       1201  to  1&A3 
Morocco  Leather,  petition  of  maoDfactnren  of  -  lOOS 
MoiriMn,  WiUiam,  and  other*,  Mr.  P.  B.  Furter 
pmented  a  memorial  of;  referted  to  the 
Caismittee  on  Public  Luidi  • 
MoMley.  Mr.,  ipageh  of,  on  the  appropriation  bill 
Mumford,  GnnloD  8.,  of  New  York,  i^ipeared, 
and  took  hii  eeat   .        ■        ■        ■        . 
qieaeb  of,  on  the  aupfdainenta]  interconiw 

biU        -        ■        -        .        .        .  lOS^  103ft 
tetnailu  of,  on  hii  neolution  reipecting  an 
armed  neutrality    .....  lOttP 
MnuphreyniiKOg.  a  Inll  from  the  Senate  to  eetab- 

li*b  the  diatriet  of 9M 

read  tniee,  and  coamitled  ....    972 
reported  without  aniMidiDetit,  and  oidervdto 

a  third  reading        -         .         .         .         ■  -1 101 

read  a  lliird  tune,  aiid'paMed     ...  not 

MoKee,  Mr.,  remark*  of,  on  a  Naohition  relating 

to  Yazoo  eeitiBTB    -        .        .        .        . 

remarka  of,  oit  i«lhr«nc4  of  a  memorial 

on  the  bill  to  recharterihe  Bank  of  the  Uni. 

tcMl  6tat«i 493 

•peecb  of,  on  the  motion  to  peatpona  the  aame 
indefinitely    ......     B9B 

on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  tbe  Whde 
to  the  Hoaw,  of  their  action  on  Uie  lame     B!0 
McKee,  Colonel  John,  letter  liom,  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  1181 

McEiiD,  Mti,  remark*  of,  on  tbe  mamorial  of  Con. 

.  modore  Tingey      .....    fios 
■peech  of,  on  the  bill  lo  lechaittr  the  Batik 

of  die  United  State*        .        -        .  -      .     706 
remark!  of,  On  iha  bill  to  charter  tbe  Bank 

of  Waabinglon       -     -  .        .        .        .    8S7 
remuke  of,  on  the  Bank  of  Aleiandria      -    838 
apeech  of,  on  aupplemental  inUicourae  bill .    8TS 
McKinley,  William,  of  Virginia,  a  new  member, 

waa  qualified,  Ac.  -        >        .        .        .    its 
If.- 
Napoleon,  copy  of  a  decree  iaau^  by  the  Empe- 

iw 1330,1866 


Nad)*me,'  on  molioa  Of  Mr.  Mann,  At  t» 

mitteeon  PiiMic  Land*  wot  iwm! 

inquire  into  the  eipedieicj  ol  mti^ 

the  lend  office  at    • 
a  bill  lotbit  effect  read  twice,  taJntri,  . 
the  Committee  oT  the  Wbele  diidmt- 

recommitted  to  the  CoouMnttirFi 

reported  with  amendment!,  and  rHn; 
the  Committee  of  tbe  Wbele-      ■ 

agreed  to,  BBd  ordered  to  a  lliirJiTiA» 

read  a  third  time,  and  paved    -     - 

returned  from  the  Senate  irilh  tantr. 

which  were  concarted  in    -      .     . 

NatiaoaJ  Armories,  an  araoant  o(ika^ 

of  the,  with  a  retnni  of  uai,it.ai 

atlbo 

If  tliaHal  CniTeraity.  so  much  af  the  haiz 
Heuage  aa  raferred  to,  wiaemiEi. 
a  select  committee 

a  report'of  aaid  oonmittse        ■     ' 

Nanl  Establiibment,  on  motienof  Ht,!a 

eommittee  waa  appMnied  t*  itfvc 

the  eipenditure*  of  th^  fiaa  Im 

1804 - 

report,  and  discharge  of  nid  waa* 
Naiigadon,  a  bill  reepectmg  the,  of  I'uwM 
Teasels,  read  tnioe,  and  Mmohlil'    ' 

on  motion  of  Mr.  8«ybort,tlieBMiir 
the  Philadelphia  Cbtmber  c^CasB 
we*  refened  to  the  same       ■    - 

on  raotioD  of  Mr.  LiTcmoret  ik  mo 
of  the  merdiantaof  NewbntTf«in> 
fcned  alie  to  tbe  aame  -  ■  '  * 
ffavy  Agenta  at  Lef^iorB,  on  mtnit 
Swoope,  two  reeolntiou  wen  "f, 
ealling  reapectivnly  on  Iha  8«i^' 
the  Treasury  and  H»ry  fa  iob** 
concerning  the  accounlioflbe    -    ' 

Mr.  MoQtgomeir  aabmiusd  awttsae 
•ion  on  the  sanie  auliifct 

report  of  the  Secretary  of  lb*  Tim*?' 
reply  l«  the  rcMolutiofl  adib«"J  '■■''  _ 
referred  .         -       -      ■    ' 

Navy  Hospiuls,-  on  motian  of  Hr.B^^ 


were  refsrml  to  the  CNtnif""' 
Naval  BstriilishmenI     - 
I  bill  to  ertaUiah,  read  t«rwe,  »'  <" 


repMtad'Wilh  amcadmanU^  udo""". 

a  third  reading-      •  '     '   \ 

read  a  third  time,  and  pawed    '     '  . 
Nary,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ba!»etl,«»""" 

Prtfndeat'a  Messags  ■■  iefa»n<", 

ferred  to  a  eelsct  commitUi   -     ' 
a  report  from  the  Secretaiy  o!  (»**■ 

the  state  and  diepeation  of  '^I*'*. 

lels,  Ac,  wa*  referred  le  tbe  WW*  ,, 

on  the  Naval  £slaUiihn«et  -     ', 
a  bm  for  the  aupport  of  the,  r«d  >«"_  ^ 

committed      -        .  '  J., 

reported  with  amendmrnl!,  l"^  '"''^  ,  ( 

thiid  reading  •       -      '     '   , ,: 

read  a  third  lime,  and  P*'''^_\^^ 
a  bill  making  an  adiiilioDat  •fff"'^  ,  > 

read  twice,  and  comnilted     '     \j 
K«wbold,ThDma»,  of  New  JeBej-'l***"' 

took  hi*  *eat  • 
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Netif  OrieiiM,  on  motion  of  Mr.  HcKinlej,  «• 
C«nimtU«e  of  Coamerce  ind  Mannbc- 
ttire*  were  inslnieteil  to  inquire  iDto  the 
ezpediencj  of  altering  or  rrpealiog  the 
act  foi  builJiag  K  cnitom-hoau  >t  -  -  673 
Nflwipapcn,  the  Clerk  onlend  to  inpplj  m«m- 

ben  with,  u  Djual  ....    sss 

Newton,  Mr.,  remarlu  of,  on  the  motion  to  refer 
•o   murh  of  lfa«    Metaage   u  relate)  to 

Weit  Florida 887 

on  Mr.  Bnnvell'i  propoiition  to  3mit  the 
■nbjecti  of  itiannfactnrec  and  nutigition, 
via  refer  them  to  two  eammitleea  -        •     888 
Ott  referring  the  memorial  of  Commodore 

Tingf^ S9e,M9 

on  the  bill  to  charter  the  Ban^  of  the  United 

States 078 

on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jolin  Macnamara  991 
New  fork,  Conneclicut,  and  Vernioot,on  motion 
of  Mr.  Pitkin  a  commiUea  was  tppoinled 
^to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  altering 
thelimei  lor  holding  the  circuit  court  in 
the  dlttrict  of  .  -  ...  .  BB7 
NidioUon,  John|  of  New  fork,  upewed,  and 

took  hie  aeat  -        -        ■        -        .        .413 
■peech  of,  on  the  bill  to  rechartcT  the  Bank 
of  the  Dnlted  State*        -        .        .        -701 
Non-Intercoarae,  Mr.  Momlbrd  preaenled  a  peti- 
tion ofmerchanli  of  New  York,  on  th?  inb- 
ject  of,  referred  lo  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Itelationi        .....    sgs 
Mr.  Qoincj  pretented  a  limitar  toemorial  of 

merehanli  of  Boaton,  referred  lo  the  aanie    S07 
Mr.  Pitkin  preeented  a  aimilar  memorial  of 
merchanli  of  New  Haveo,  raftrrad  to  the 

"erne g^ 

North  Carolina,  on  miHionof  Mr.Sawjar,  acom- 

nittee  was  appointed  to  in<}ture  into  the 

eipedienrjof  aheringlhetime  of  holding 

the  dialriet  court  of         ...        ■    477 

In!)  to  that  cOect  read  tnice,  and  comnitled    47S 

lead  a  (bird  time,  and  poiluined        -        -    SOB 

recommitted B15 

an  ameodator;  blU  reported,  read  twice,  ai 
committed      ■'.....    S17 


Offican  of  the  Cnatoma,  a  letter  tmra  the  Sec- 
retaij  of  the  Treaiory,  with  a  alttament 
of  the  emolument!  of  die        -        -        -  tOIO 

Ohio,  on  mottMi  of  Hit.  Morrow,  the  Committee 

on  the  Public  Landa  were  inttrueted  to 

inquire  into  the  eipedieocj  of  providing 

for  lajiog  out  and  makiog  certain  road*  in 

Mr.  M.  prcKoted  e  petition  of  anndij  in. 

habitaaU  of,  priying  a  reduction  in  die 

price  of  public  landa,  refcrred  (a  the  Com* 

mittee  On  the  Public  Landa    - 

Mr,  M,,  aJao,  prc»ented  a  petition  of  anndnr 

peraonj,  prajing  a  grant  of  land  for  reli- 

gioue  pur))0Bea,  referred  lo  the  nme 

an  nnfevorable  report  on  the  latter  petition 

Obio  Canal  Coffipsny,  ■  bill  from  the  Senate  aa- 
thoriifaig  a  Bubacription  lo  the  stock     ' 


Ofden  Mid  Decree*,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Millei,  ■ 
eommillee  was  appointed  to  requeit  in- 
brmation  of  the  Preaidentae  lo  the  repeal 

a  Meeaage  from  the  Prelident  in  reply,  and 
three  thousand  copies  ordered  lo  be  print- 

a  reaolation  snbniitled  byMr.  Pitkin, asking 
fcr  copies,  in  tbo  original  French,  of  cer- 
tain fetters  concerning    Ihe  Berlin   and 
Milan,  waa  negatived     -        - .      -        -    '. 
Orteani  Territory,  Mr.  Pojdru  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  Uie  LegisIstnrB  of,  prating  admii* 
Bon  into  the  Union,  Yefbrred  to  ■  select 
committee      -        ■        -        •        .        .    ' 
a  biH  to  admit,  teed  twice,  and  committed  - 
reported  amended,  and  inhered  to  a  Ibitd 
reading  ......    j 

reei)  ■  third  time,  and  passed  .    I 

returned  IVam  the  Senate  with  amendments    '. 
one  agreed  to,  and  one  disagreed  to    - 
the  Senate  iaaisled    .        -        .       .  -        ■    < 
the  Hnon  receded    .        ■        ■        .        . 
Odaam  and  Looiatana'  Terrilorj,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Morrow,  ihe  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands  wen  insimcled  to  inquire  what 
liuther  prorison  is  neeessajy  r^erding 
lands  in  ...... 

a  bill  in  rslation  to  the  pvbHc  lands  in,  read 
twice,  and  ccaimitted     .... 

reported,  emeniUd,  and  oederad  to  a  thii^ 
-reading  ......: 

rend  a  third  ticne,  and  passed      - 
returned  from  the  Bensle  with  amaBdments 
which  were  eonMirred  in   .       -       - 
«  bill  Aon  IheBeaale  provUing  for  the  Anal 
" "  "    UttSto  landin      -        -  1 


the 


617 


read  twice,  and  committed 
poetpoQcil  indefinilelj        •        -        -        -  lUO 
Onis,  Lnla  de,  tranilation  of  a  letter  from,  to  the 

Captain  GebeiaJ  of  CuMcas  -        -        -  1273 


reported,  and  oidand  lo  a  third  reeding      -  IIM 

reed  a  third  time,  and  peeaed    .        -        -  1109 
Oage  Tribes,  Gieat  and  Uute,  Ihe  PrasideMt  of 
Iha  UniledStelea  trauBsjlted  eofitt  ti  a 
treaty  willi  the,  referred  lo  the  CaBmit- 
tee  of  Waje  and  H*mh         .       .       .    STJt 

i  bill  making  appropriations  i«  earr;  into 
effiset  the  trea^,  reed  twioe,  »di1  conuoit- 
tad .     98S 

reported,  read  a  third  time,  and  pawed        -  1107 
Oswegatchie,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  lo  establish 

the  dUtricI  of 966 

rpad  twice,  and  contiutled         •        -        -.    S7S 
•    reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -  1101 

read  a  Ihix4  tine,  and  passed  -  1101 

P. 
Patent  Office,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Milchil],  a  com- 
mittee was  ippolated  to   inq'nire  what 
amendments  ought  to  be  made  In  the  ht- 
eral  acta  constituting  a  -        -        -        -     391 
a  bill  on   Ihe  sul^eet  reported,  read  twice, 
and  committed        .....     C48 
Patent*,  a  rqpart  from  the  decretsr;  of  State,  in 

obedience  to  a  resolution  respecting         •    S17 
a  memorial  of  the  Measscbusetta  Associa- 
tion, prajing  a  imirion  of  Ihe  lawa  rels- 
ting  to,  leferted  to  the  Committee  of  Ihe 

Whole ga? 

Pallerion,  William,  and  Sons,  an,  adverse  report 

on  the  petition  of,  MDcurred  in       -        •     978 


IV  Google 


xliii 


INDEX 

Boun  Pnctedingt  and  Debate*. 


tetA  Rher,  on  motion  of  Hr.  Morrow,  Ibe  Com- 
miim  of  Public  Ltndi  wara  initniclad  to 
inquJT*  into  the  expedicncjof  duponaiBg 
vith  tha  attandkoce  of  the  Omemur  of 
Mianwippi  at  the  niaa  of  l*bd  in  tba  lUa- 


trtotei 


■  bill  in  pnnwDce  f»d  twice,  aod  cotn- 
miltad  -  -        .        :        .        -    469 

repeHad,  and  leooaimitted  to  tha  CDinniit' 
tae  of  Public  Lands  "' 


reported  with  ameadmenta,  and  nfairad  10 
the  Coumitlea  of  ths  Whole 


46S 


ordered  to  t  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaea 
returned  from  the  Senate  with 
partiallj  atreed  to      -  •         -         -     MS 

PeMaon,  Mr.,  reaiarka  of,  on  hia  teaolution  of  in- 
qoity  into  the  conditct  of  General  Wil- 

kinaon US,  US 

■paech  oi;  in  reidj  to  Mr.  Root  .  .  .  44t 
Penaltiea,  &C.,  the  Committee  of  Cmnerce 
and  Mana&cturea  were  inatructcd  to  io^ 
onjre  into,  the  aipodiene;  of  prowidinc 
tSir  tha  remiaaion  of,  inndDotanly  incur- 
red, Ac.         4M 

(Sea  Finci  and  For/eilurt*.} 
Panaiona  and  Rationa,  a  bdl  in  relelioQ  to  Ktrj, 

lead  twice,  and  committed     ...    473 
indsflnitelj  poatpooed        -        ■        -        -    SSt 
Pecdide,  Mr.  Bibb'i  molatiori'Teepeeting  •  e^ 
arete  garanlMieDt  in  the  Territai7  wi    ' 


SI4 


ako  pnaiwaalon  of  the 
tarritorj  eaat  of  Aa  ri*er,  raid  twlea,  and 
agreed  to  in  CoDBBritaae  of  the  Whole    .  UM 
read  •  third  tim%  and  paaaad     ■        ■        ■  1I4S 
a  joint  raaolutian  from  the  Senate  not  to 

print  aeid  ec^  ra«d  twice        ...  1144 
amanded,  read  a  thkd  tine,  and  pwaed  u 
■Beaded  .        .  .  114S 

Philadelphia,  Mr.  Sejbett  preaeated  •  petitian  of 

tke  Chamber  of  Ctruniem  of        •        -    4SI 
OB  Motioa  of  (be  taoM,  a.  memorial  of  the 
aame  oa  another  entjact  waa  refcrred  to 
the  CoBimittee  of  the  Whole  -    M6 

PUmen,  Beqjanria,  jr.,  tf  Maaeachaaetta,  ip- 

peued,  and  look  hia  aeat  -    461 

lenaifca  of,  on  the  reaelnlioa  aakihf  eeli- 
metea  ibr  the  Capilol      ....    As 

on  the  NMmorial  of  Oonimodore  T^gn     .    DM 
iqMOch  of,  00  the  Ull  te  recharter  the  Bank 

of  the  United  Slatea      .        -        .        •    S«S 
on  a  bill  returned  bf  the  Preaident  with 
objectioM      ......    964 

Piloli,  Mr.  Lewia  preeentad  a  petition  of  the 
Cheaapcake  Bay,  which  waa  rebrrcd  to 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  ManO' 

&ctDrea S97 

Fiakavj,  William,  cotreapondenee  of,  with  the 

SecietBrr  of  State  .        .       1149  to  1S19 

with  General  ArmatroDg,  at  Pari*      -        •  1163, 

1106.  use,  USA,  1188 

with  the  Maiquia  WeUealej        -       1158  to  ISIO 

with  Mr.  Buaaell l»4t 

Pllhin,  Mr.,  apeech  of,  on  the   apportionment 

bill         '        -        .        -      40«,  410, 4XS,  4H 


Pitkin,  Mr.— ooaliBaed.  Papi. 

remarke  of,  on  the  reaolulion  of  inquiry 

into  the  conduct  of  Gen.  WilkiuMia  434, 448 
en  the  reaolution  ibr  the  admiasiui  of  Ibe 

Miaissippi  Terriloty  ....  474 
apeedi  of,  on  tha  bill  to  admit  Orleana  Ttr- 

ritory    .......    flij 

remarlu  of,  on  a  reaolalion  reepeeling  Bfe- 

aettled  balance*      -  -        ■    StS 

on  the  Senate'a  amendment  to  tbe  Orleaaa 

biU m 

on  ■  bill  returned  by  the  PreaidaQt  with 
objection!       ....         .        .    194 

on  the  Bupplemental  intercoane  bill      1087,  1087 
«n  a  reaolution  mpeciing  an  armed  asa- 

iralily laM 

Poindolter,  George,  delegate   ftom  Miwiaaipfi 

Territoij,  appeared,  and  took  his  eeiu  -  431 
remarks  of^onhti  reaolntlon  reapcding  the 

admiaalon  of  Hiuiadppi  Tetritiiij  474  te  4T6 
on  t)ie  bill  for  ndtoitliDg  Orleana  Territory  481 
apeeeh  of,  on  tbe  *ame  bill  -     605^  SSI 

remarke  of^  on  the  Senate's  amendmeata  to 

theatma 9ST 

Parter,  Peter  B.,  of  New  York,  appeuad.  a^ 

took  hia  seat ......    383 

■peeeh  of,  on  the  toll  te  recharter  lite  Bank 
of  the  United  Butes      -         -         -        .    CXI 
Porter,  John,  of  Tenneisee,  appewnl,  and  took 

hia  seat      ■ 385 

PaetmiMer  General,  a  bill  (Dilioriniig  ndditienal 

compenaetion  to  the,  read  twice,  &c       -    m 
reported  with  an  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading    ■         .        -        .        .  IJM 
read  a  third  time,  and  pttaaed      -        •        -  1 109 
Poet  Office  Gstabliabment,  a  bill  to  amaad  the 
act  regnlating  the,  twice  read,  aod  ohb. 
Initted  -        .        .        -  ■        '931 

Poat  Office*  and  Poet  Roada,  qipointnentofAe 

atanding  committee  on  -         -  384 

Potomac  Bridge  Compear,  a  bill  authoriiiDg  (he, 

to  raiae  money  b;  lolterj,  read  twiee,  &«.    981 
Potomec  RiTei,  Mr.  Van  Horn  preaentad  a  peti- 
tion  of  Ae  inhafaitanta.  of  Georgetown, 
praying  that  they  may  be  antbarind  to 
dear  out  tlie  chatind  of  tke  Potomac, 
ftfaned  .        .  .487 

Potter,  Elisba  R^  of  Rhode laland,  »pfeupi,aai 

toiA  hi*  aeat  ......     38t 

remirk*  of;  on  the  a^ortioitnent  bill      404, 419 
introdnelory  of  a  reaohitioa  reapectiag  Ota 

public  depoeite*      -        .        .        .        ■    MS 
on  the  reaolntion  (or  an  extn  leaMOB        .  IIIO 
Poydraa,  Julian,  deiegata  from  OrieaM   Teni- 

tory,  appeared,  &c.        ....    ggs 

remark*  oC  on  the  bill  lot  admlUiiiK  OileaB* 

.  Torritonf 481 

Pre.emptioii,  Mr.  Poindeiter  preeented  a  reeo- 

lalion  in  relation  to,  re^nad  ...    sn 
Mr.  Lyon  presented  a  petitioa  on  tha  saae 
Bubject,  referred     .....     981 
PraaidHit  of  the  United  Stato,  the  ucnaljoiut 

committee  appointed  to  wait  on  du      3S1,  3S3 
Proclamation,  a  copy  of  the  Preddanl's,  aodor 

the  act  conceming  sommercial  iatercottiaa  1MB 
in  relation  to  the  Territory  eitendint  to 

the  Perdido   -      ~ ISST 

Protcatant  Bpiicopel  Charch,  of  Alexandria,  a 
bill  to  incorporate  the,  read  twioa,  and 
committed 4U 
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nMtMtant  E[nKopaI  Clwrcb — eontiiined.  Pi 

teporMi),  and  ordered  to  >  third  icMlhiB 
read  •  third  lime,  and  puMd      -        r        - 
reiamed  b;  the  Preodent  with  objeclioiu  - 
■  debate  on  the  ratomed  bill      .        -        . 
bill  rejected  on  reconwderiliou  -        -        - 

Publie  Armi,  a  report  froai  the  Secretat?  of  War 
OD  the  eale  of 

PubQo  Debt,  annual  report  of  the  stale  of  the    - 

Puldic  Depoiitea,  Hi.  Love  rabmitted  a  rMoIu- 
tum  relating  to 

PubUc  Landa,  appoinliDerit  of  the  atanding  com' 

a  UtI  ibr  the  aale  of  certain,  in  Indtana  and 

TennevM,  read  twice,  &c.  - 
a  Meiaage  Crcon  Ihe  PreaideDt.  tranamilting 

oopiei  of  lawa,  traatiea,  &c.,  reUtiag  to, 

raferred  to  a  aelect  commiltee 
Hr.  Morrow  praaentnd  a  bill  on  the  eubject 

of  the.  Meaage,   read   twice,  aa^   com- 


reported  wilhoul  amendment,  and.  ordered 
lo  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -        ■ 

read  a  third  lime,  asd  paaaod  ^    ... 

a  bill  ftom  Ihe  Senate  making  further  dia. 
tribDlion  of  the  lawa,  dec.,  relating  to 
the        ------        - 

read  twice,  and  committad  ... 

reported  with  amendmanu,  and  ordered  lo  . 
a  Ihiid  reading 

lead  a  Ihini  time,  and  paaaed  ai  aSHnded  . 


Quincy,  J.,  of  Maaaaehuaatla,  appeared,  and  look 
remark!  of,  on  the  bill  relattng  lo  foreign 


on  the  appartionmenl  bill  - 

^eech  0^  on  the  final  paaaga  of  the  bill  I 

•dmii  Orleana  TeTtiloiy 
ia  iulaTaptedoDapoiDt  of  order 
appealed  ftoiB  Ibe  deciiioflof  the^Makar 
the  deoiaion  af  the  Bpe^ur  ravened,  and  li 


Mdb  ' 
iot. 


bill  •  883,  toil 
tins  to    381,  S8S 

Randolph,  John,  of  Virgiida,  appeWod,  and  took 

tiaeat M7 

■peach  of,  on  Ae  biU  eoDaemiaf  commer- 
cial interoonve      -  863,8(17,889 
oDthabiUlbrthenliafafJolinHaenaman    991 
Kocsipta  and  Eipendituraa,  annual  rapott  from 

Ihe  Tnaatur  lowing  the       -        -        -    893 
ReaetTCd  SeelioM  of  the  PnUie  Landa,  a  UU 
Aom  the  Senate  making  flarbar  provlaion 
iU  the  diipoaal  of  llw,  read  twke,  and 

cootnined 98! 

raportad  with  amenteenta,  and  rafaned  lo 
the  Oonunittee  of  the  Whde  -        -  1009 

RanniM,  aniuial  report,  abewing  the  anoant  of    391 
lUtiaal  and  Un&niahed  Bnaiaaaa,  a^iointnient 

of  Ibe  Btanding  eeiamittae  of         -       -    884 
a  report  in  part  ftam  aaid  coamfttea  •       -    iOl 


Page. 

Re«olatioDatT'.4rmy,  on  motion  bt  Mr.  Skafiej, 
thA  memoriala  and  petitiona  of  the  offlcen, 
Sk.,  of  the,  jHV^Qtad  at  lait  aeaaion,  were 

I    referred  to  a  aelact  committee  48) 

Mr.  Potter  preaenled  a  petition  of  the  Rhode 
Iiland  lino,  referred  lo  the  lame      -  -      -     H7 
Rhea,  Mr.,remarfci  of,  on  a  reaolution  concern- 
ing Yajoo  aettlen  -  -     414, 416 

OB  the  lefolotion  concerning  Oeneral  Wil- 

kioiOB 436 

on  Mr.  Maeon'e  proposed  amendment  of  the 

ConatitDtion  ....      463,467 

apeaeh  of,  on  the  bill  lo  admit  Orleans  Ter- 
ritory   -        - 497 

lemaiki  o(  on  the  reeoLolion  ie  ask  for  eeti- 
matea  for  the  Capitol     -        -'      •      BIT,  BIS 

speech  o^  on  the  InU  to  rediarter  the  Bank 

□r  the  United  Stales       ....     809 

remarks  o^  on  the  Alexandria  Bank  bill  837 

spescb  of,  oD  the  supplemental  bill  concern- 
ing CDmrnErdal  inteicoarae     -    893,  999,  1034 

remarks  o£  on  bill  to  extend  Ihe  right  of  suf- 
frage in  Indiana  Territory       -        .        .  lllS 
Rhea,  John,  Freaident  of  tbe  Convention  of  Flori- 

d«,tellerfrom,laOoveniorHolme«    IEC3,  1164 
Ringgold,  Samuel,  a  new  member  from  Maiy- 

l%Iid,  woa  qnalified,  &C.  -          -         -         -     386 
RoUuw,  Bbeneier,  a  bill  from  th«  Senate  for  re- 
lief of   MO 

read  twice,  and  committed   .     -  -    B9G 

reported,  and  teferred  10  the  C(»nmittee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufiutoiee        -        -    963 
Root,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  reference  of  the  eub- 
ject of  WeM  Florida      -        -        -        •    38T 

remarks  of,  on  Ihe  bill  relating  to  foreign 
coina 399 

on  the  inquiry  into  tbe  condnct  of  Oenernl 
Wtlkinw>n 43S 

speech  of,  on  the  same  sulrieet    -        -        -    439 

on  the  bill  to  chancr  the  Bank  of  Aleian- 


n  tbe  HII  from  the  Senate  avthoriung  vol- 


,  appeared  and  to6k 


-  1107 


Boas,  John,  of  Penn^lva 

hia  seat         ......    miu 

remarks  of,  on  the  anppleBiental  bill  con- 
esming  commercial  Intercourse        -        •  1034 
of,  with  Mr.  Rnk- 

JS4S,  IMS 
,    .      ate  IS43,  1»44 

with  the  Doka  of  Cadore  ....  1H6 

8. 
Stfo,  Samnel,  of  New  York,  appeared  and  teak 

hiaaaat S85 

SawyesiSanoel,  of  North  Can)liDa,BpiMar«d,&c.  394 
spMeh  0^  on  tbe  apporlionniMit  Ml  -  •  418 
on  Mr.  Hason'a  ptapoaed  amendtnent  U>  the 

ConetitntiOD 84! 

Scale  of  duties,  impoeed  by  Franea,  on  eartain 


Idai,  John  A.,  a  new  aeubar  from  Now  Jer- 
sey, was  qualified,  Ac.  -        -        -        - 

len,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  Stats, 
skowing  a  defideuey  in  the  afiptopriationa 
br  relief  of  diatnaaed  American,  referred 
to  the  CommitUe  et  Ways  and  Means  - 

a  bill  to  aandy  the  dcSeieney,  Ac,  read 
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Btuueo — coDtiaucd.  Fife- 

TcpMt«d,  *Bd  ordered  to  a  tbinl  mding  -  iSB 
r^ada  tbinltinw,  and  paneJ  -  -  •  4<I1 
Tctumcd  6om  the  8eaat«  with  u  uaond- 

menl 487 

■raendment  concurred  in  -  -  -  r  488 
report  of  the  Becretar;  of  State,  ihowing 

tbe  eppliotian  of  nioneis  ippropiiateil  br 

the  relief  o^dlilrewd  ■  ■  ■  -  461 
Bnier,  Ebeneur.  of  Mtieachuiett*,  ippeared, 

end  look  hii  leel 383 


SManrea,  dtc^  on  rnolion  of  Mr.  Bubbaro,  a  oom- 
mitlee  »u  appoinlcd  to  eak  of  the  Preai' 
dent  iafcmatMa  concem^g,  b;  fbreiin 
OoTcrtimenta         ..... 


£,  Mr^  ronaiki  of,  on  tbe  bill  reUtioc  to 


401 


OB  the  Bank  of  the  United  Btatee 
apeediofiOii  thebill  loiechartorlheBaitkof 

Um  United  Btaiea 017 

Shattock,  Jared,  a  htoraUa  report  on  tke  pati- 

tion  of,  committed  -  -        .    467 

report  agreed  to  in  comntittee  .  .  -  8H 
rworled  and  conSmied  ....  856 
a  bill  fcr  nJief  of;  lud  t<rie«,  and  camvitted  8H 
BJwflej,  Daniel,  of  Virstnia,  appeared  and  locA 


^C«ch  of;  on  the  apMvtiunmeat  hill  •        -    480 
renark*  of,  on  the  bul  to  admit  Orleani  Ter- 
ritory     484 

OB  the  Bank  of  the  United  SUte*  -  -  401 
on  tike  menorial  of  Commodore  Tiogev  -  698 
ipeech  of,  OD  tbe  bill  to  recharter  tbe  Bank 
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